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Does PRAYING Do Any GOOD?

AT ONE time or another, nearly everyone feels the need
/"\ to pray. In fact, people of almost every religious per-
suasion pray earnestly. For instance, thousands of times a
day, a Buddhist may repeat the prayer "l place my faith in
Amida Buddha."

In view of the problems that persist earth wide, it is rea-
sonable to ask: What do people expect to achieve by pray-
ing? Are all these prayers doing any good?

Why Do People Pray?

Many Orientals pray to their ancestors and to the gods
of Shinto or Tao. They do so in hopes of passing examina-
tions in school, reaping good crops, or warding off diseas-
es. By their efforts, Buddhists hope to gain enlightenment.
Hindus pray devoutly to their favorite gods and goddesses
for knowledge, wealth, and protection.

Some Catholics hope to benefit mankind by devoting
their lives as monks or nuns in closed monasteries or con-
vents, praying continually. Millions of Catholics seek fa-
vors from Mary by saying memorized prayers, perhaps
with the aid of rosary beads. In Oriental lands, many peo-
ple use prayer wheels. Protestants repeat the words of the
Lord's Prayer, though they may also express their feelings
to God spontaneously. Many Jews travel great distances to
pray at the Western Wall in Jerusalem, hoping for a resto-
ration of the temple and a new age of prosperity and peace.
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Though millions exert themselves in
prayer, human society is increasingly plagued
with problems of poverty, addiction, broken
families, crime, and war. Could it be that
all these people are not praying in the right
way? For that matter, does anyone really hear
prayers?

Does Anyone Hear Prayers?

Prayers cannot do any real good unless
they are heard. When a person prays, he ev-
idently believes that someone in the in-
visible spirit realm hears. However, prayers are
not transmitted by mere sound waves. Many
people believe that someone can even read
the thoughts of the one praying. Who might
that be?

Just how thoughts originate in the billions
of neurons that compose the cerebral cortex
of our brain is largely a mystery to researchers.
Reasonably, though, the One who designed
the brain can read such thoughts. That one
is none other than our Creator, Jehovah God.
(Psalm 83:18; Revelation 4:11) Prayers should
be directed to him. But does Jehovah pay at-
tention to all such prayers?

Are All Prayers Heard?

King David of ancient Israel was a man
of prayer. As a divinely inspired psalmist, he
sang: "O Hearer of prayer, even to you people
of all flesh will come." (Psalm 65:2) Jehovah
is able to understand prayers uttered in any of
the thousands of languages spoken by man-
kind. The fact that no human mind could pro-
cess so much information does not mean that
God cannot pay attention to all who pray to
him in an acceptable way.

Yet, Jesus Christ—also a man of prayer—re-
vealed that not all prayers please God. Note
what Jesus said about the then popular prac-
tice of repeating memorized prayers. Accord-
ing to the Catholic Jerusalem Bible, he stated:
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"In your prayers do not babble as the pagans
do, for they think that by using many words
they will make themselves heard." (Matthew
6:7) We cannot expect Jehovah to listen to
prayers that do not express our true feelings.

Indicating why some prayers do not please
God, a Bible proverb says: "He that is turn-
ing his ear away from hearing the law—even
his prayer is something detestable.” (Proverbs
28:9) Another proverb says: "Jehovah is far
away from the wicked ones, but the prayer of
the righteous ones he hears." (Proverbs 15:29)
At a time when the leaders of ancient Judah
bore heavy guilt, Jehovah declared: "When
you spread out your palms, | hide my eyes
from you. Even though you make many
prayers, I am not listening; with bloodshed
your very hands have become filled."—saiah
1:1,15.

The apostle Peter mentioned something
else that could make prayers unacceptable to
God. Peter wrote: "You husbands, contin-
ue dwelling in like manner with [your wives]
according to knowledge, assigning them hon-
or as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one,
since you are also heirs with them of the un-
deserved favor of life, in order for your prayers
not to be hindered." (1 Peter 3:7) The prayers
of aman who ignored such counsel might get
no farther than the ceiling!

Clearly, certain requirements must be met if
prayers are to be heard. However, many who
pray show little concern about doing what
God requires of us. That is why so much ear-
nestness in prayer has not resulted in a better
world.

What, then, does God require for our
prayers to be heard? The answer has to do with
our very reason for praying. In fact, if we want
to know whether prayers do any good, we
must understand their purpose. Why has Je-
hovah made it possible for us to speak to him?



WHY Should You PRAY?

// WOU do ask, and yet you do not receive,

| because you are asking for a wrong
purpose . . . Draw close to God, and he will
draw close to you." (James 4:3, 8) Those words
of Jesus' disciple James may well prompt us to
consider our reasons for praying.

Prayer is not just a means of telling God
what we need. In his famous Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said: "Your Father knows what
things you are needing before ever you ask
him." Yet, Jesus also said: "Keep on asking,
and it will be given you." (Matthew 6:8; 7:7)
So Jehovah does want us to tell him what
we feel we need. But there is much more to
prayer than that.

True friends do not communicate only
when they need something. They are interest-
ed in each other, and their friendship grows
when they express their feelings. Similarly,
prayer has a greater purpose than merely ask-
ing for necessities. It affords opportunity to
strengthen our relationship with Jehovah by
expressing our heartfelt devotion to him.

Yes, God has granted us the privilege of
prayer so that we might draw close to him.
This can happen only if we express our own
feelings to God instead of reciting memorized
prayers. What a delight it is to talk to Jeho-
vah in prayer! Moreover, a Bible proverb says:



'‘The prayer of the upright ones is a pleasure
to him."—Proverbs 15:8.

"As for me, the drawing near to God is good
for me," sang the psalmist Asaph. (Psalm 73:
28) But to draw near to God, we must do more
than pray. Notice how the following account
indicates this:

"A certain one of [Jesus'] disciples said to
him: 'Lord, teach us how to pray.™ In replyJe-
sus said: "Whenever you pray, say, 'Father, let
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom
come.™ (Luke 11:1, 2) Could we pray mean-
ingfully in this way without first learning
what God's name is and how it will be sancti-
fied? And could we pray in harmony with
these words of Jesus if we did not understand
what God's Kingdom is? An understanding of
these matters is available if we examine the
Bible carefully. The knowledge thus gained
will help us to know God and understand
his ways. Furthermore, becoming acquaint-
ed with Jehovah God will make us feel closer
and more devoted to him. In turn, this will
help us to speak to him more freely in prayer.

Prayer Can Solve Problems

Developing a close relationship with Jeho-
vah will help us to solve problems. Notice
how this was so in each of the following cir-
cumstances. They illustrate that those pray-
ing were able to strengthen their relationship
with Jehovah.

In Brazil a woman named Maria prayed to
God for help. She had wanted to rebel against
accepted standards of conduct partly because
of the hypocrisy she saw in society. Maria had
even left her husband, children, and home.
She also started to use drugs. But when she
failed to find happiness, she opened her heart
to God and prayed for help.

Soon, two of Jehovah's Witnesses called
and left with Maria an issue of The Watch-
tower containing material on the value of ac-
cepting divine guidance. It touched her heart,
and she began studying the Bible with the
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Witnesses that very day. This ultimately led to
the restoration of her family life. As she
learned about Jehovah, she wanted to express
her love for him. "I made changes for the bet-
ter," said Maria. "My husband and family at
first objected to my study of the Bible. But as
they saw the changes | was making, they be-
gan to encourage me." Later, Maria dedicat-
ed her life to the Hearer of prayer in order to
serve him.

Although Josf had a beautiful wife and a
thriving business in Bolivia, he was unhappy.
An extramarital affair caused his wife to
leave him. He drank excessively and felt use-
less. Says Josf: "l began praying with all my
heart, asking what | should do to please God.
Soon Jehovah's Witnesses visited my business
place offering free home Bible studies, but
I dismissed them. This happened three times.
Every time | prayed for help, there they were.
Finally, I resolved that | would listen the next
time. | had read the Bible through and had
many questions, but they always had answers
that satisfied me. Learning about Jehovah
gave me a new purpose in life, and my friends
among the Witnesses were such encouraging
examples! | left my girlfriend and my drink-
ing companions. Before long, | was back with
my wife and children. | was baptized early in
1999."

In Italy, Tamara's marriage was in trouble,
so she prayed for wisdom. She had developed
an aggressive attitude, having been beaten
and thrown out of the family at age 14. Says
Tamara: "I found a Bible and began to read
it. One evening, | read that 'finding wisdom
is like finding hidden treasures.' | prayed for
that wisdom. (Proverbs 2:1-6) The next morn-
ing, Jehovah's Witnesses called. | began
studying the Bible with them, but it took me
some time to put what | learned into practice.
Finally, | decided to follow the Christian way
of life and was baptized. Now, along with my
husband, | help others to benefit from God's
wisdom."



Beatriz had been part of high society in Ca-
racas, Venezuela. Yet, she found herself di-
vorced and distressed. Desperate, she once
spent hours in prayer. The next morning, the
doorbell rang. Irritated, she looked through
the peephole and saw two people with brief-
cases. She pretended not to be at home, but
before the couple left, they pushed a hand-
bill under the door. "Know Your Bible," it
said. Could their visit be connected with her

Do you know why we should pray?

prayers the night before? She called for them
to come back. Soon she was studying the Bi-
ble, and she later was baptized. Happy at last,
Beatriz now teaches others about how to find
happiness.

Carmen prayed concerning her struggle
with poverty. She had ten children and a
drunken husband, Rafael. "l tried to earn
money washing clothes," said Carmen. But
Rafael's drinking habit got worse. "It wasn't
until we began studying the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses that my husband began to
change. We learned of the Kingdom promise
—thatJehovah will soon rid the world of pov-
erty and oppression. My prayers to God were
finally answered!" Learning about Jehovah's
ways helped Rafael to stop drinking, and he
put on "the new personality." (Ephesians 4:
24) He and his family were able to improve
their standard of living. Says Rafael: "We may
not be rich, and we do not own our own
home, but we have the necessities of life, and
we are happy."

When All Prayers Will Be Answered

Did praying do these people any good? Cer-
tainly! And did you notice that in most cas-
es their prayers were answered when someone
from the Christian congregation helped them
to draw close to Jehovah God by studying the
Bible?—Acts 9:11.

So, then, we have good reasons to pray.
Soon now, the prayer for God's Kingdom to
come and for his will to be done on earth will
be answered. (Matthew 6:10) After God has
cleansed our globe of those who oppose him,
"the earth will certainly be filled with the
knowledge of Jehovah." (Isaiah 11:9) Then all
those who love Jehovah will enjoy "the glo-
rious freedom of the children of God”—and
their prayers certainly will be answered.—Ro-
mans 8:18-21.
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WE ARE THE SORT WHO HAVE FAITH

Preaching the Kingdom on
the Altiplano in Peru

ETWEEN the eastern and west-
Bern ranges of the Andes
Mountains—where Bolivia and
Peru meet—lies the Altiplano. Its
name means "high plain," or
"plateau." Most of it lies in Bo-
livia.
The Altiplano is 60 miles wide
and over 600 miles long, and
its average elevation is some 12,-
000 feet above sea level. Aboard
a plane flying there from Peru's
coastal capital city, Lima, you pass
snow-covered El Misti, a volcano
that reaches through the clouds
to an altitude of 19,101 feet. Tow-
ering to over 20,000 feet are the
distant snowcapped peaks of Nevado Ampato
and Nevado Coropuna. Coming suddenly into
view is avast plateau—southern Peru's Altiplano.
The capital of the Peruvian Altiplano is Puno,
situated atthe northwest end of Lake Titicaca, the
world's highest navigable lake. Because the re-
gion is overtwo miles high, it takes awhile for vis-
itors to adjustto the thin air. Living by Lake Titica-
ca are the Quechua and Aymara Indians. Dressed
in colorful red, green, or blue garments, they can
be seen working on their chacras, or small farms.
Though Spanish is the main language of Peru,
Quechua and Aymara are also spoken on the
Altiplano.

Spearheading the Preaching Work
Many of the humble,
speaking Quechua and Aymara have recently
come to an accurate knowledge of Bible truth.
This is largely because of Jehovah's rich blessing
on the zealous efforts of full-time Kingdom pro-
claimed serving as special pioneers.

hardworking people

For instance, special pioneers Jose and Sil-
via were assigned to the town of Putina, about
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30 miles from Lake Titicaca. W ith -
in two months, Silvia was con-
ducting 16 home Bible studies,
and Jose, 14. In just six months,
the number of congregation pub-
lishers increased from 23 to 41.
Meanwhile, meeting attendance
rose from 48 to a peak of 132.

"When starting congregation
meetings in these isolated com-
munities," says Jose, "we found it
practical to begin with the Pub-
lic Meeting and the Congregation
Book Study. This makes it easier
for newly interested ones to begin
attending meetings."”

Two sisters—one a pioneer—first brought the
good news to the isolated community of Munani,
about 13 miles from Putina. There they started a
Bible study with a blind man named Lucio.* He
invited his brother Miguel, alay Catholic mission-
ary and community leader from a nearby area.
When afriend asked Miguel why he wentto Mu-
nani every week, he said that it was to learn
about Jehovah and his Word. The question then
arose: "Why don't we study the Bible here?" Be-
cause of the interestshown by people in Miguel's
community, the Witnesses soon arranged to hold
meetings there.

Miguel began to share what he was learn-
ing with others. But what about his position
as a lay Catholic missionary and deputy gover-
nor? In a meeting at the community hall, he an-
nounced his resignation as a Catholic missionary.
Would another person be appointed? Someone
in the audience said: "Why do we need another
missionary when we are learning the truth?" Of
course, this was a reference to the things taught

* Some substitute names have been used in this
article.



by Jehovah's Witnesses. Another person added:
"We are not in agreement that you resign by
yourself. Why don't we all resign?" All in atten-
dance then shouted in unison: "We all resign!”
Idols and crucifixes were discussed at a com-
munity meeting shortly thereafter. One man
asked that all present read Deuteronomy 7:25,
which says: "The graven images of their gods you
should burn in the fire. You must not desire the
silver and the gold upon them, nor indeed take it
for yourself, for fear you may be ensnared by it;
foritis athing detestable to Jehovah your God."
The man then asked those in favor of burn-
ing all the idols to raise their hands. All hands
went up immediately. (Acts 19:19, 20) Now
23 of the 25 families in the community
are studying God's Word. Two persons are
serving as unbaptized publishers, and five
couples plan to legalize their marriage in
order to have a clean standing before Je-
hovah.—Titus 3:1; Hebrews 13:4.

Teaching With
Cassette Recordings

Since literacy is low on the
Altiplano, Watch Tower videos

and cassette recordings in local languages are a
great aid—even for conducting home Bible stud-
ies. With the help of an audio cassette, a special
pioneer named Dora conducts studies in the bro-
chure What Does God Require of Us? Playing one
paragraph at atime, she asks the Bible student
questions on the material just heard.

A local radio station regularly broadcasts
segments of the Require brochure in the
Quechua language. It does the same with

portions of Awake! magazine in

Spanish. Hence, many people rec-

ognize the Kingdom message and

want to learn more when Je-

hovah's Witnesses call at their
homes.

The Altiplano is far from the
eyes of the world in gener-
al but not from God's sight.
Thanks to Jehovah's love for

mankind, many people liv-
ing high on the Andean Al-
tiplano are becoming part
of the throng that glorifies
his majestic house of true
worship.—Haggai 2:7.

THEWATGHTOAR = NOVEVEER 15 2000 9



Christians Find Happiness
in Serving

"There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving."—ACTS 20:35.

URING the last decades of the 1900's,

the word "me-ism" was frequently heard.
"Me-ism" means, in effect, "me first" and de-
notes an attitude combining selfishness and
greed with a lack of concern for others. We can
be sure that in the year 2000, me-ism is by no
means dead. How many times do you hear the
questions, "What is in it for me?" or, "What
will 1 get out of it?" Such a selfish attitude is
not conducive to happiness. It is the very op-
posite of the principle that Jesus stated: "There
is more happiness in giving than there is in re-
ceiving."—Acts 20:35.

2 lIs it true that giving brings greater hap-

piness than receiving? Yes. Think of Jehovah
God. With him is "the source of life." (Psalm
36:9) He provides everything we need to make
us happy and productive. Indeed, he is the
Source of "every good gift and every per-
fect present.” (James 1:17) Jehovah, "the hap-
py God," is constantly giving. (1 Timothy 1:11)
He loves his human creation, to whom he gives
so much. (John 3:16) Think, too, of a human
family. Ifyou are a parent, you know how many
sacrifices, how much giving, it takes to raise a
child. And for many years the child is unaware
of the sacrifices you make. He takes them all for
granted. Still, it makes you happy to see your
child flourishing as a result of your unselfish
giving. Why? Because you love him.

3 In a similar way, true worship is character-

1. What wrong attitude is prevalent today, and why
is it detrimental?

2. How is it seen that giving brings happiness?

3. Why is it a delight to serve Jehovah and our fel-
low believers?
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ized by giving that is based on love. Since we
love Jehovah and we love our fellow believers,
it is a delight to serve them, to give of ourselves
to them. (Matthew 22:37-39) Any who wor-
ship with selfish motives end up with very lit-
tle joy. But those who serve unselfishly, being
more concerned with what they can give than
with what they hope to receive, find happiness
indeed. This truth is discerned by considering
how certain Bible words related to our worship
are used in the Scriptures. We will discuss three
of these words in this and the following article.

Jesus' Public Service

4 In the original Greek, one important word

having to do with worship is lei-tour-gi‘a, which

4. What is the nature of "public service" in Chris-
tendom?



is translated "public service" in the New World
Translation. In Christendom lei-tour-gi‘a has
given rise to the word "liturgy."* However, the
formalistic liturgies of Christendom are not a
truly beneficial public service.

5The apostle Paul used a Greek word related
to lei-tour-gi‘a with reference to Israel's priests.
He said: "Every priest takes his station from
day to day to render public service [a form
of lei-tour-gi*a] and to offer the same sacrifices
often." (Hebrews 10:11) Levite priests rendered
a very valuable public service in lIsrael. They
taught God's Law and offered sacrifices that
covered the sins of the people. (2 Chronicles
15:3; Malachi 2:7) When the priests and the
people followed Jehovah's Law, the nation had
reasons to be joyful.—Deuteronomy 16:15.

6Rendering public service under the Law
was a real privilege for Israelite priests, but their
service ceased to have any value when Isra-
el was rejected because of unfaithfulness. (Mat-
thew 21:43) Jehovah arranged for something
far grander—the public service performed by
Jesus, the great High Priest. Concerning him,
we read: "He because of continuing alive for-
ever has his priesthood without any successors.
Consequently he is able also to save completely
those who are approaching God through him,
because he is always alive to plead for them."
—Hebrews 7:24, 25.

TJesus continues as priest forever, without
successors. Thus, only he can save people com-
pletely. He performs that unparalleled pub-
lic service, not in a man-made temple, but in
the antitypical temple, Jehovah's great arrange-
ment for worship that went into operation in
29 CE. Jesus now serves in the Most Holy of
that temple, in heaven. He is "a public servant

* Christendom's liturgies are generally either worship
services or specific rituals, such as the Eucharist in the
Roman Catholic Church.

5, 6. (a) What public service was performed in Is-

rael, with what benefits? (b) What far grander pub-

lic service replaced that performed in lIsrael, and

why?

7. Why does Jesus' public service bring unparal-
leled benefits?

[lei-tour-gos'] of the holy place and of the true
tent, whichJehovah put up, and not man." (He-
brews 8:2; 9:11, 12) Lofty as Jesus' position is,
he is still "a public servant.” He uses his high
authority to give, not to take. And such giving
brings him joy. It is part of "the joy that was set
before him" and that strengthened him to en-
dure throughout his course on earth.—Hebrews
12:2.

8There is another aspect of Jesus' public ser-
vice. Paul wrote: "Jesus has obtained a more
excellent public service, so that he is also the
mediator of a correspondingly better covenant,
which has been legally established upon better
promises." (Hebrews 8:6) Moses mediated the
covenant that was the basis of Israel's relation-
ship with Jehovah. (Exodus 19:4, 5) Jesus medi-
ated a new covenant, which made possible the
birth of a new nation, "the Israel of God," com-
posed of spirit-anointed Christians from many
nations. (Galatians 6:16; Hebrews 8:8, 13; Rev-
elation 5:9, 10) What an excellent public ser-
vice that was! How happy we are to be acquaint-
ed with Jesus, a public servant through whom
we can render acceptable worship to Jehovah!
-John 14:6.

Christians Also Render Public Service

9No human performs a public service as ex-
alted as that of Jesus. When anointed Chris-
tians receive their heavenly reward, however,
they take their place alongside Jesus and share
in his public service as heavenly kings and
priests. (Revelation 20:6; 22:1-5) Yet, Christians
on earth do perform public service, and they
find great joy in doing so. For example, when
there was a food shortage in Palestine, the apos-
tle Paul carried donations from brothers in Eu-
rope to help alleviate the distress of Jewish
Christians in Judea. That was a public service.
(Romans 15:27; 2 Corinthians 9:12) Today,
Christians are happy to render a similar service,

8. How didJesus perform a public service to replace
the Law covenant?

9, 10. What are some types of public service per-
formed by Christians?
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giving prompt assistance when their brothers
experience affliction, natural disasters, or other
calamities—Proverbs 14:21.

Paul referred to another public service
when he wrote: "Even if | am being poured
out like a drink offering upon the sacrifice and
public service to which faith has led you, | am
glad and | rejoice with all of you." (Philippians
2:17) Paul's hard work in behalf of the Philip-
pians had been a public service rendered with
love and diligence. A similar public service is
being rendered today, especially by anointed
Christians, who serve as "the faithful and dis-
creet slave," supplying spiritual food at the
proper time. (Matthew 24:45-47) Further, as a
group, these are "a holy priesthood,” commis-
sioned "to offer up spiritual sacrifices accept-
able to God through Jesus Christ" and to "de-
clare abroad the excellencies of the one that
called [them] out of darkness into his wonder-
ful light." (1 Peter 2:5, 9) Like Paul, they rejoice
in such privileges even as they 'pour them-
selves out' in fulfilling their responsibilities.
And their "other sheep" companions join them
and support them in the work of telling man-
kind about Jehovah and his purposes.* (John
10:16; Matthew 24:14) What a grand and joyful
public service that is!—Psalm 107:21, 22.

Render Sacred Service

1 Another Greek word having to do with our
worship is la-trei‘a, translated "sacred service"
in the New World Translation. Sacred service
has to do with acts of worship. For example, the
84-year-old widow and prophetess Anna is de-
scribed as "never missing from the temple, ren-
dering sacred service [a Greek word related to
la-trei'a] night and day with fastings and sup-
plications.” (Luke 2:36, 37) Anna worshiped Je-
hovah with constancy. She is a fine example

* At Acts 13:2, it is reported that prophets and teach-
ers in Antioch were "publicly ministering” (translating a
Greek word related to lei-tour-gi‘a) to Jehovah. Likely, this
public ministering included preaching to the public.

11. How did the prophetess Anna provide a fine ex-
ample for all Christians?
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for all of us—young and old, men and women.
Even as Anna prayed to Jehovah earnestly and
worshiped him regularly at the temple, our sa-
cred service includes prayer and meeting atten-
dance.—Romans 12:12; Hebrews 10:24, 25.

2The apostle Paul mentioned a major fea-
ture of our sacred service when he wrote: "God,
to whom | render sacred service with my spir-
it in connection with the good news about his
Son, is my witness of how without ceasing | al-
ways make mention of you in my prayers." (Ro-
mans 1:9) Yes, the preaching of the good news
is not only a public service to those who hear
it but also an act of worship to Jehovah God.
Whether we find a receptive ear or not, the
preaching work is sacred service rendered to Je-
hovah. Our endeavoring to tell others about
the fine qualities and beneficent purposes of
our beloved heavenly Father certainly brings us
great joy.—Psalm 71:23.

Where Do We Render Sacred Service?

13To anointed Christians, Paul wrote: "See-
ing that we are to receive a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us continue to have un-
deserved kindness, through which we may ac-

12. What is a major feature of our sacred service,
and how is this also a public service?
13. What is the hope of those who render sacred
service in the inner courtyard of Jehovah's spiritual
temple, and who rejoice with them?



ceptably render God sacred service with godly

Christians render public fear and awe." (Hebrews 12:28) With confident
service when they assist expectation of inheriting the Kingdom, anoint-
others and when they ed ones are unmovable in faith as they worship

proclaim the good news the Most High. Only they can render him sa-

cred service in the Holy compartment and
the inner courtyard of Jehovah's spiritual
temple, and they look forward with eager
anticipation to serving with Jesus in the
Most Holy, heaven itself. Their compan-
ions, the other sheep class, rejoice with
them in their marvelous hope.—Hebrews
6:19, 20; 10:19-22.

u What, though, of those ott
er sheep? As the apostle John fore-
saw, a great crowd of them has ap-
peared in these last days, and
"they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of
the Lamb." (Revelation 7:14) This

means that, like their anointed fel-

low worshipers, they exercise faith in
Jesus' public service, his offering of his
perfect human life in behalf of man-
kind. The other sheep also benefit from

Jesus' public service in that they are "laying

hold of [Jehovah's] covenant." (Isaiah 56:6)
No, they are not parties to the new covenant,
but they lay hold of it in that they obey the
laws related to it and cooperate with arrange-
ments made through it. They associate with the
Israel of God, feeding at the same spiritual table
and working along with its members, praising
God publicly and offering spiritual sacrifices
that are pleasing to him.—Hebrews 13:15.

5 Thus, the great crowd are seen "standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed
in white robes."” Further, "they are before the
throne of God; and they are rendering him sa-
cred service day and night in his temple; and
the One seated on the throne will spread his
tent over them." (Revelation 7:9, 15) In Israel,

14. How does the great crowd benefit from Jesus'
public service?

15. Where does the great crowd render sacred ser-
vice, and how does this blessing affect them?

THEWATCHTOARR = NOVEVBER 15, 2000 13



We need accurate knowledge
and understanding to be sure
that our sacred service is
acceptable to Cod

proselytes worshiped in the outer courtyard of
Solomon's temple. In a similar way, the great
crowd worships Jehovah in the outer court-
yard of his spiritual temple. Serving there caus-
es them to rejoice. (Psalm 122:1) Even af-
ter the last of their anointed associates receives
his heavenly inheritance, they will continue to
render sacred service to Jehovah as his people.
—Revelation 21:3.

Sacred Service That Is Unacceptable

and increasing in the accurate knowledge of
God." (Colossians 1:9, 10) It is not up to us to
determine the proper way to worship God. Ac-
curate Scriptural knowledge, spiritual compre-
hension, and godly wisdom are vital. Other-
wise, things can go terribly wrong.

7 Remember the Israelites in the days of Mo-
ses. We read: "God turned and handed them
over to render sacred service to the army of
heaven." (Acts 7:42) Those Israelites had seen
Jehovah's powerful acts in their behalf. Yet,
they turned to other gods when they thought
this would be to their advantage. They were not
loyal, and loyalty is a must if our sacred service
is to be pleasing to God. (Psalm 18:25) True,
few today would turn from Jehovah to worship
stars or golden calves, but there are other forms
of idolatry. Jesus warned against serving "Rich-
es," and Paul called covetousness idolatry. (Mat-
thew 6:24; Colossians 3:5) Satan promotes him-
self as a god. (2 Corinthians 4:4) Such kinds of
idolatry are rampant and are a snare. Think, for
example, of someone who claims to follow Je-
sus but whose real goal in life is to become
wealthy or whose real trust is in himself and his
own ideas. Who is he really serving? How dif-
ferent is he from the Jews of Isaiah's day who
swore in Jehovah's name but credited his great
acts to unclean idols?—saiah 48:1, 5.

17. (@) How was sacred service perverted in the
days of Moses? (b) How could sacred service be mis-

B In the days of ancient lIsrael, sacred ser- girected today?

vice had to be rendered in harmony with Jeho-
vah's laws. (Exodus 30:9; Leviticus 10:1, 2) Like-
wise today, there are requirements to observe if
our sacred service is to be acceptable to Jeho-
vah. That is why Paul wrote to the Colossians:
"We . .. have not ceased praying for you and
asking that you may be filled with the accurate
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spir-
itual comprehension, in order to walk worthi-
ly of Jehovah to the end of fully pleasing him
as you go on bearing fruit in every good work

16. What warnings are given regarding sacred ser-
vice?
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How Would You Answer?

 What grand public service did Jesus
perform?

e What public service do Christians
perform?

« What is Christian sacred service, and
where is it performed?

e What must we acquire if our sacred
service is to please God?



Blesus also warned: 'The hour is com-
ing when everyone that kills you will imag-
ine he has rendered a sacred service to God."
(John 16:2) Saul, who became the apostle Paul,
doubtless thought that he was serving God
when he 'approved the murder of Stephen' and
‘breathed threat and murder against the disci-
ples of the Lord/ (Acts 8:1; 9:1) Today, some
perpetrators of ethnic cleansing and genocide
also claim to worship God. There are many peo-
ple who claim to worship God, but their wor-
ship is really directed to the gods of national-
ism, tribalism, wealth, self, or some other deity.

Blesus said: "It is Jehovah your God you

18. How has sacred service been wrongly per-
formed in the past and today?

19. (a) How do we view our sacred service?
(b) What kind of sacred service will bring us joy?

must worship, and it is to him alone you must
render sacred service." (Matthew 4:10) He was
speaking to Satan, but how vital it is that all
of us heed his words! Rendering sacred service
to the Sovereign Lord of the universe is an el-
evated, fear-inspiring privilege. And what can
be said about performing public service that is
linked to our worship? Doing this in behalf of
our fellowman is a joyful work that brings great
happiness. (Psalm 41:1, 2; 59:16) Still, such ser-
vice brings real happiness only if it is offered
wholeheartedly and in the right way. Who are
really worshiping God properly? Whose sacred
service does Jehovah accept? We can answer
such questions if we consider the third Bible
word that has to do with our worship. This we
will do in the following article.

Who Are
God's Ministers Today?

“Our being adequately qualified issues from God, who has indeed adequately
qualified us to be ministers ofa new covenant."-2 Corinthians 3:5, 6.

N THE first century of our Common Era, all

Christians shared an important responsibil-
ity—the duty to preach the good news. All of
them were anointed and were ministers of the
new covenant. Some had additional responsi-
bilities, such as teaching in the congregation.
(1 Corinthians 12:27-29; Ephesians 4:11) Par-
ents had weighty obligations within the fami-
ly. (Colossians 3:18-21) But all shared in the ba-
sic and vital work of preaching. In the original
Greek of the Christian Scriptures, this responsi-
bility was a di-a-ko-ni‘a—a service, or ministry.
—Colossians 4:17.

1, 2. What responsibility did all first-century Chris-
tians share, but how did things change?

2 Astime went by, things changed. Aclass de-
veloped, known as the clergy, who reserved for
themselves the privilege of preaching. (Acts 20:
30) The clergy were a small minority of those
calling themselves Christians. The great major-
ity became known as the laity. While the la-
ity have been taught that they have certain
obligations, including the making of contribu-
tions for the upkeep of the clergy, most have
become little more than passive listeners in the
matter of preaching.

3The clergy claim to be ministers (from

3, 4. (@) How do individuals in Christendom be-
come ministers? (b) Who is considered a minister in
Christendom, and why are things different among
Jehovah's Witnesses?

THE WATCHTOWER = NOVEM BER 15, 2000 15



minister; a Latin translation of di-a’ko-nos, "ser-
vant").* For this, they graduate from colleges
or seminaries and are ordained. The Interna-
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia says: " 'Or-
dain' and 'ordination’ ordinarily refer to spe-
cial status accorded ministers or priests
through officially sanctioned rites, with asso-
ciated emphasis on authority to proclaim the
Word or to administer sacraments, or to do
both." Who ordains the ministers? The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica says: "In churches
that have retained the historic episcopate, the
ordaining minister is always a bishop. In Pres-
byterian churches, ordination is conferred by
ministers of the presbytery."

4Hence, in the churches of Christendom,
the privilege of being a minister has been se-
verely restricted. Yet, this is not the case among
Jehovah's Witnesses. Why not? Because it was
not that way in the first-century Christian con-
gregation.

Who Really Are God's Ministers?

5According to the Bible, all Jehovah's wor-
shipers—heavenly and earthly—are ministers.
Angels ministered to Jesus. (Matthew 4:11; 26:
53; Luke 22:43) Angels also "minister for those
who are going to inherit salvation.” (Hebrews
1:14; Matthew 18:10) Jesus was a minister. He
said: "The Son of man came, not to be min-
istered to, but to minister." (Matthew 20:28;
Romans 15:8) Therefore, since Jesus' followers
were to "follow his steps closely," it is not sur-
prising that they too must be ministers.—1 Pe-
ter 2:21.

6 Shortly before his ascension to heaven, Je-
sus said to his disciples: "Go ... and make dis-
ciples of people of all the nations, baptizing

* The Greek word di-a'ko-nos is the source of the word
"deacon/' an official in the church. In churches where
women can be deacons, they might be called deacon-
€sses.

5. According to the Bible, those serving as ministers
include whom?

6. How did Jesus indicate that his disciples should
be ministers?
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them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the holy spirit, teach-
ing them to observe all the things |
have commanded you." (Matthew 28:

19, 20) Jesus' disciples were to be
disciple-makers—ministers. The new
disciples they made would learn to
observe all the things Jesus' com-
manded, including the command to

go forth and make disciples. Man or
woman, adult or child, a true disciple of Jesus
Christ would be a minister.—Joel 2:28, 29.

7  In harmony with this, on the day of Pente-

cost 33 C.E,, all ofJesus' disciples present, men
and women, joined in telling forth "the mag-
nificent things of God." (Acts 2:1-11) Further,
the apostle Paul wrote: "With the heart one
exercises faith for righteousness, but with the
mouth one makes public declaration for sal-
vation." (Romans 10:10) Paul addressed those
words, not to a restricted clergy class, but "to
all those who [were] in Rome as God's beloved
ones." (Romans 1:1, 7) Similarly, all 'the holy
ones in Ephesus and faithful ones in union
with Christ Jesus' were to have their "feet
shod with the equipment of the good news of
peace." (Ephesians 1:1; 6:15) And all those who
heard the letter addressed to the Hebrews were

7, 8. (a) What scriptures show that all true Chris-
tians are ministers? (b) What questions are raised
about ordination?



Timothy was
taught Cod's Word
from infancy.

He became an
ordained minister
when he was
baptized

to 'hold fast the public declaration of their
hope without wavering/—Hebrews 10:23.

8When, though, does a person become a
minister? In other words, when is he ordained?
And who ordains him?

Ordination as a Minister—When?
9As to when and by whom a person is or-
dained, consider the example of Jesus Christ.
He did not have a certificate of ordination or

9. When was Jesus ordained, and by whom?

a degree from some seminary to prove that he
was a minister, and he was not ordained by any
man. Why can we say, then, that he was a min-
ister? Because Isaiah's inspired words were ful-
filled in him: "Jehovah's spirit is upon me, be-
cause he anointed me to declare good news."
(Luke 4:17-19; lIsaiah 61:1) Those words leave
no doubt that Jesus was commissioned to
tell forth good news. By whom? Since Jeho-
vah's spirit anointed him for the work, Jesus
was clearly ordained by Jehovah God. When
did this happen? Jehovah's spirit actually came
upon Jesus when he was baptized. (Luke 3:21,
22) Therefore, it was at his baptism that he was
ordained.

OWhat of Jesus' first-century fol-
lowers? Their status as ministers also
came from Jehovah. Paul said: "Our
being adequately qualified issues from
God, who has indeed adequately qual-
ified us to be ministers of a new cov-
enant." (2 Corinthians 3:5, 6) How
does Jehovah qualify his worshipers
to be ministers? Consider the example
of Timothy, whom Paul called "God's
minister in the good news about the
Christ."—1 Thessalonians 3:2.

U The following words addressed to
Timothy help us to understand how
he became a minister: "You, how-
ever, continue in the things that you
learned and were persuaded to be-
lieve, knowing from what persons you
learned them and that from infancy

you have known the holy writings, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through
the faith in connection with Christ Jesus."
(2 Timothy 3:14, 15) The foundation of Tim-
othy's faith, which would move him to make a
public declaration, was knowledge of the Scrip-
tures. Was personal reading all that was needed

10. By whom does a Christian minister become
"adequately qualified"?

11, 12. How did Timothy make progress toward be-
coming a minister?
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for this? No. Timothy needed help to gain ac-
curate knowledge and spiritual understanding
of what he read. (Colossians 1:9) Thus Timo-
thy was "persuaded to believe." Since he had
known the Scriptures "from infancy," his first
instructors must have been his mother and
grandmother, his father evidently not being a
believer—2 Timothy 1:5.

12 However, more was involved in Timothy's
becoming a minister. For one thing, his faith
was strengthened by association with Chris-
tians in nearby congregations. How do we
know? Because when Paul first met Timo-
thy, the young man was "well reported on
by the brothers in Lystra and Iconium." (Acts
16:2) Additionally, in those days certain broth-
ers wrote letters to the congregations in or-
der to strengthen them. And overseers visited
them in order to build them up. Such pro-
visions helped Christians like Timothy to pro-
gress spiritually.—Acts 15:22-32; 1 Peter 1:1.

Bin view of Jesus' command recorded at
Matthew 28:19, 20, we can be sure that at some
point Timothy's faith moved him to imitate
Jesus and be baptized. (Matthew 3:15-17; He-
brews 10:5-9) This was a symbol of Timothy's
whole-souled dedication to God. At his bap-
tism Timothy became a minister. From then
on, his life, his strength, and everything he had
belonged to God. This was an integral part of
his worship, "a sacred service." However, Tim-
othy did not then rest on his laurels. He con-
tinued to grow spiritually, becoming a mature
Christian minister. This occurred because of
Timothy's close association with such mature
Christians as Paul, his own personal study, and
his zealous preaching activity.—l Timothy 4:
14; 2 Timothy 2:2; Hebrews 6:1.

UToday, ordination for the Christian minis-
try is similar. One who is "rightly disposed for

13. When was Timothy ordained as a minister, and
why would you say that his spiritual progress did
not end there?

14. Today, how does someone "rightly disposed for
everlasting life" make progress toward being a min-
ister?
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Baptism symbolizes dedication to Cod and
marks one's ordination as a minister

everlasting life" is helped to learn about God
and his purposes by means of a Bible study.
(Acts 13:48) The individual learns to apply Bi-
ble principles in his life and to pray mean-
ingfully to God. (Psalm 1:1-3; Proverbs 2:1-9;
1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18) He associates with
other believers and takes advantage of provi-
sions and arrangements made by "the faithful
and discreet slave.” (Matthew 24:45-47; Prov-
erbs 13:20; Hebrews 10:23-25) Thus he makes
progress in a structured process of education.

5 Eventually, the Bible student, having de-

veloped a love of Jehovah God and a strong
faith in the ransom sacrifice, wishes to dedi-
cate himself completely to his heavenly Father.
(John 14:1) He makes that dedication in per-
sonal prayer and then gets baptized as a pub-
lic symbol of that private act. His baptism is

15. What happens when a person gets baptized?
(See also footnote.)



his ordination ceremony because that is when
he is recognized as a fully dedicated servant,
a di-a'ko-nos, of God. He must remain sep-
arate from the world. (John 17:16; James 4:4)
He has presented his whole self "a sacrifice liv-
ing, holy, acceptable to God" without reserve
or condition. (Romans 12:1)* He is God's min-
ister, imitating Christ.

What Is the Christian Ministry?

¥BWhat did the ministry of Timothy in-
clude? He had special duties as a traveling
companion of Paul. And when he became an
elder, Timothy worked hard at teaching and
strengthening fellow Christians. But the cen-
tral part of his ministry, as was the case with Je-
sus and Paul, was preaching the good news and
making disciples. (Matthew 4:23; 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:5) Paul told Timothy: "You, though, keep
your senses in all things, suffer evil, do the work
ofan evangelizer, fully accomplish your minis-
try."—2 Timothy 4:5.

71t is similar with Christian ministers to-
day. They engage in a public ministry, an evan-
gelizing work, pointing others to salvation on
the basis of Jesus' sacrifice and teaching meek
ones to call on Jehovah's name. (Acts 2:21; 4:
10-12; Romans 10:13) They prove from the Bi-
ble that the Kingdom is the only hope for suf-
fering mankind and show that even now
things are better if we live by godly princi-
ples. (Psalm 15:1-5; Mark 13:10) But a Chris-
tian minister does not preach a social gospel.
Rather, he teaches that 'godly devotion holds
promise of the life now and that which is to
come.'—1 Timothy 4:8.

BTrue, most ministers have additional ways

* While Romans 12:1 applies specifically to anoint-
ed Christians, the principle applies also to the "other
sheep." (John 10:16) These Join themselves to Jehovah
to minister to him and to love the name of Jehovah, in
order to become servants to him.'—saiah 56:6.

16. What were some of Timothy's responsibilities
as a minister?
17, 18. (@) Inwhat ministry do Christians engage?
(b) How important is the preaching work to a Chris-
tian minister?

to serve, which may differ from one Chris-
tian to another. Many have family obligations.
(Ephesians 5:21-6:4) Elders and ministerial ser-
vants have duties in the congregation. (1 Tim-
othy 3:1,12,13; Titus 1:5; Hebrews 13:7) Many
Christians help to construct Kingdom Halls.
Some have the wonderful privilege of working
as volunteers in one of the Watch Tower Soci-
ety's Bethel homes. However, all Christian
ministers share in the preaching of the good
news. There are no exceptions. It is sharing in
this work that identifies one publicly as a gen-
uine Christian minister.

The Attitude of a Christian Minister

Y Most of Christendom's ministers expect to
be given special respect, and they take such ti-
tles as "reverend" and "father." However, a
Christian minister knows thatJehovah alone is
worthy of reverence. (1 Timothy 2:9, 10) No
Christian minister claims such lofty respect or
aspires to special titles. (Matthew 23:8-12) He
knows that the basic meaning of di-a-ko-ni‘a is
"service." The verb associated with it is some-
times used in the Bible with regard to personal
services, such as waiting at tables. (Luke 4:39;
17:8; John 2:5) Even though its usage in rela-
tion to the Christian ministry is more elevated,
adi-a'ko-nos is still a servant.

2 No Christian minister therefore has reason
to feel self-important. Genuine Christian min-
isters—even those with special responsibilities
in the congregation—are humble slaves. Jesus
said: "Whoever wants to become great among
you must be your minister, and whoever wants
to be first among you must be your slave."
(Matthew 20:26, 27) When showing his disci-
ples the right attitude to cultivate, Jesus washed
their feet, doing the work of the lowliest
slave. (John 13:1-15) What a humble service!
Hence, Christian ministers humbly serve Jeho-
vah God and Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:4;
11:23) They show lowliness of mind in serving
one another. And when they preach the good

19, 20. What attitude must Christian ministers cul-
tivate?
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Christian ministers are willing to serve

news, they unselfishly serve their unbelieving
neighbors.—Romans 1:14,15; Ephesians 3:1-7.

Endure in the Ministry

21 For Paul, being a minister took endurance.
He told the Colossians that he suffered much
in order to preach the good news to them. (Co-
lossians 1:24, 25) Because he endured, how-
ever, many accepted the good news and be-
came ministers. They were begotten as sons
of God and brothers of Jesus Christ, with the
prospect of becoming spirit creatures alongside
him in heaven. What a glorious reward for en-
durance!

2 Endurance is necessary today for those
who are really God's ministers. Many strug-

21. How was Paul rewarded for enduring in the
ministry?

22, 23. (a) Why do Christian ministers today need
endurance? (b) What wonderful fruitage comes
from Christian endurance?
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gle daily with sickness or the pains of old
age. Parents work hard—many of them without
a mate—to raise their children. Courageously,
children at school resist the wrong influences
that surround them. Many Christians face bit-
ter economic struggles. And many suffer perse-
cution or face hardships because of today's
“critical times hard to deal with"! (2 Timothy
3:1) Yes, the almost six million ministers of Je-
hovah today can say with the apostle Paul: "In
every way we recommend ourselves as God's
ministers, by the endurance of much." (2 Co-
rinthians 6:4) Christian ministers do not give
up. They are truly to be commended for their
endurance.

3 Moreover, as it did in Paul's case, en-

durance brings wonderful fruitage. By endur-
ing, we preserve our close relationship with
Jehovah and make his heart rejoice. (Prov-
erbs 27:11) We strengthen our own faith and
make disciples, adding to the Christian broth-
erhood. (1 Timothy 4:16) Jehovah has sus-
tained his ministers and blessed their minis-
try during these last days. As a result, the final
ones of the 144,000 have been gathered, and
millions more have the confident hope of en-
joying everlasting life on a paradise earth.
(Luke 23:43; Revelation 14:1) Truly, the Chris-
tian ministry is an expression of Jehovah's
mercy. (2 Corinthians 4:1) May all of us trea-
sure it and be grateful that its fruitage will last
forever—lJohn 2:17.

Can You Explain?

= What responsibility did all first-
century Christians share?

= When and by whom is a Christian
minister ordained?

e What attitude should a Christian min-
ister cultivate?

= Why should a Christian minister en-
dure in the face of difficulties?



Serve God With a
Willing Spirit

// T WILL most gladly spend and be com-
A pletely spent for your souls/* wrote the
apostle Paul. (2 Corinthians 12:15) What do
these words tell you about the outlook and
attitude that Jehovah's servants should
try to cultivate? According to one Bi-
ble scholar, when Paul wrote those
words to Christians in Corinth,
he was saying: "I am willing to
spend my strength, and time,
and life, and all that | have for
your welfare, as a father cheer-
fully does for his children."
Paul was prepared to "be com-
pletely spent,” or to "be ex-
hausted and worn out," if that
was what it would take to ful-
fill his Christian ministry.
Moreover, Paul did all of
this "most gladly." He was
"perfectly willing" to do so,
says The Jerusalem Bible. What
about you? Are you willing to spend your time,
energy, talents, and resources serving Jehovah
God and the interests of others, even if doing
so means being "exhausted and worn out" at
times? And would you do this "most gladly"?

They Refuse to Serve at All

Most individuals do not just hesitate to
serve God but flatly refuse to do so. Their
spirit is one of ingratitude, selfish indepen-
dence, even rebellion. Satan enticed Adam
and Eve into such a way of thinking. He
wrongly said that they would "be like God,
knowing good and bad"—able to decide for

themselves what is right and what is wrong.
(Genesis 3:1-5) Those who have the same
spirit today think that they should have
complete freedom to do exactly what they
desire without any obligation to God or
interference from him. (Psalm 81:
11, 12) They want to use all
that they possess in the pursuit
of their own personal interests.

—Proverbs 18:1.

You probably do not share
this extreme view. Likely you
genuinely appreciate the gift
of life you now enjoy and the
even more wonderful prospect
of living forever on a paradise
earth. (Psalm 37:10,11; Revela-
tion 21:1-4) You may be deep-
ly grateful to Jehovah for his
goodness to you. But all of us
need to be alert to the dan-
ger that Satan can distort our

thinking in such a way that our service may
actually become unacceptable to God. (2 Co-
rinthians 11:3) How might this happen?

Willing Service Required

Jehovah wants willing, wholehearted ser-
vice. He never forces us to do his will. It is Sa-
tan who will stop at nothing to pressure or en-
tice people into doing his will. In connection
with serving God, the Bible does speak of ob-
ligation, commandments, requirements, and
so forth. (Ecclesiastes 12:13; Luke 1:6) Yet, our
prime motive for serving God is that we love
him.—Exodus 35:21; Deuteronomy 11:1.
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Regardless of how much Paul spent him-
self in God's service, he knew that this would
mean nothing at all 'if he did not have love.'
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3) When Bible writers re-
fer to Christians as slaves of God, they are
not referring to abject servitude based on co-
ercion. (Romans 12:11; Colossians 3:24) What
is meant is willing subjection based on deep,
heartfelt love for God and his Son, Jesus Christ.
—Matthew 22:37; 2 Corinthians 5:14; 1John
4:10,11.

Our service to God must also reflect a
deep love for people. "We became gentle in
the midst of you, as when a nursing moth-
er cherishes her own children," wrote Paul to
the congregation in Thessalonica. (1 Thessalo-
nians 2:7) In many lands today, mothers have
a legal obligation to care for their children.
But surely most mothers do not do this just
to obey the law, do they? No. They do it be-
cause they cherish their children. Why, a nurs-
ing mother gladly makes huge sacrifices for
her children! Because Paul had similar "tender
affection” for those he ministered to, he was
"well pleased” ("willing,” King fames Version;
"delighted,” New International Version) to use
his very life in helping them. (1 Thessalonians
2:8) Love motivates us to copy Paul's example.
—Matthew 22:39.

What About Reluctant Service?

Of course, we must not let love of self out-
weigh love of God and people. Otherwise,
there is a real danger that we may render only
halfhearted, reluctant service. We could even
begin to develop some resentment, feeling up-
set that we cannot live our life purely accord-
ing to our own desires. This happened to some
Israelites who lost their love for God but still
rendered some service to him out of a sense
of duty. What was the result? Serving God be-
came "a weariness" to them.—Malachi 1:13.

Any offerings made to God should always be
"sound," without defect, the "best" available.
(Leviticus 22:17-20; Exodus 23:19) Instead of
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givingJehovah the best of their animals, how-
ever, people in Malachi's day began to offer
those they really did not want themselves.
What was Jehovah's reaction? He told the
priests: "When you present a blind animal for
sacrificing [you say]: 'It is nothing bad." And
when you present a lame animal or a sick one:
‘It is nothing bad." Bring it near, please, to
your governor. Will he find pleasure in you, or
will he receive you kindly? . . . And you have
brought something torn away, and the lame
one, and the sick one; yes, you have brought
it as a gift. Can | take pleasure in it at your
hand?"—Malachi 1:8,13.

How might this happen to any of us? Our
sacrifices might become "a weariness" to us if
we lack a truly willing heart and spirit. (Exo-
dus 35:5, 21, 22; Leviticus 1:3; Psalm 54:6; He-
brews 13:15,16) For example, doesJehovah get
the leftovers of our time?

Can anyone seriously think that it would
have been acceptable to God if awell-meaning
family member or a zealous Levite somehow
forced an unwilling Israelite to select his best
animal for sacrifice when he really did not
want to offer it? (Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 15:7, 8)
Jehovah rejected such sacrifices and eventual-
ly the people who offered them.—Hosea 4:6;
Matthew 21:43.

Delight to Do God's Will

To offer God service that he will accept,
we must follow the example of Jesus Christ.
"I seek, not my own will," he said, "but the
will of him that sent me." (John 5:30) Jesus
found great happiness in willingly serving
God. Jesus fulfilled David's prophetic words:
"To do your will, O my God, | have delight-
ed."—Psalm 40:8.

Although Jesus delighted to do Jehovah's
will, this was not always easy. Consider what
happened just before his arrest, trial, and exe-
cution. While in the garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus was "deeply grieved" and got "into an ag-
ony." So intense was the emotional pressure



that, as he prayed, "his sweat be-
came as drops of blood falling to
the ground/'—Matthew 26:38;
Luke 22:44.

Why did Jesus experience
such agony? Certainly not be-
cause of self-interest or any re-
luctance to do God's will. He
was prepared to die, even react-
ing strongly to Peter's words:
"Be kind to yourself, Lord; you
will not have this destiny at
all." (Matthew 16:21-23) What
concerned Jesus was how his
death as a despised criminal
would affect Jehovah and His holy name. Je-
sus was aware that his Father would be great-
ly pained to see his beloved Son treated in such
a barbaric fashion.

Jesus also understood that he was approach-
ing a pivotal time in the outworking of Je-
hovah's purpose. Faithful adherence to God's
laws would demonstrate beyond doubt that
Adam could have made the same choice. Je-
sus' faithfulness would expose as entirely
false Satan's assertion that humans under test
would not willingly and faithfully serve God.
By means of Jesus, Jehovah would ultimately
crush Satan and remove the effects of his re-
bellion.—Genesis 3:15.

What an enormous responsibility rested on
Jesus' shoulders! His Father's name, universal
peace, and the salvation of the human family
all depended on Jesus' faithfulness. Realizing
this, he prayed: "My Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass away from me. Yet, not as | will,
but as you will." (Matthew 26:39) Even under
the severest stress, Jesus never faltered in his
willingness to submit to his Father's will.

'The Spirit Is Eager, but the Flesh Is Weak'

Inasmuch as Jesus suffered intense emo-
tional stress as he served Jehovah, we can ex-
pect Satan to exert pressure on us as God's

Even under
the severest stress,
lesus did his Father's will

servants. (John 15:20; 1 Peter
5.8) Moreover, we are imper-
fect. So even if we willingly
serve God, it will not be easy
for us to do so. Jesus saw
how his apostles struggled to
do all that he asked them to
do. That is why he said: "The
spirit, of course, is eager, but
the flesh is weak." (Matthew
26:41) There was nothing
inherently weak in his per-
fect human flesh. However,
he had in mind the weakness
of his disciples' flesh, the im-
perfection that they had inherited from im-
perfect Adam. Jesus knew that because of in-
herited imperfection and resulting human
limitations, they would have a struggle to
do all they wanted to in Jehovah's service.

So, then, we may feel like the apostle Paul,
who was deeply distressed when imperfec-
tion inhibited his ability to serve God ful-
ly. "Ability to wish is present with me,” Paul
wrote, "but ability to work out what is fine
is not present.” (Romans 7:18) We too find
that we cannot carry out completely all the
good things we wish to do. (Romans 7:19)
This is not because of any reluctance on our
part. It is simply because the weakness of
the flesh hampers even our best efforts.

Let us not despair. If we have heartfelt
readiness to do all we can, God will surely
accept our service. (2 Corinthians 8:12) May
we 'do our utmost' to imitate Christ's
spirit of complete submission to God's will.
(2 Timothy 2:15; Philippians 2:5-7; 1 Peter 4:
1, 2) Jehovah will reward and support such a
willing spirit. He will give us "the power be-
yond what is normal” to compensate for our
weaknesses. (2 Corinthians 4:7-10) With Je-
hovah's help we, like Paul, will "most gladly
spend and be completely spent” in His pre-
cious service.
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We Can Learn From
the First Human Couple

OD surveyed the planet Earth. He was preparing it for human hab-
itation. He saw that everything he was making was good. In fact,
when this work was done, he declared that it was 'Very good." (Gene-
sis 1:12, 18, 21, 25, 31) Before reaching that perfect conclusion, how-
ever, God spoke of something that was "notgood." Of course, God did
not make anything less than perfect. It was just that his creation was
not yet complete. "It is not good for the man to continue by himself,"
said Jehovah. "I am going to make a helper for him, as a complement
of him."—Genesis 2:18.
It was Jehovah's purpose that human society enjoy eternal life in
health, happiness, and abundance in an earthly paradise. The father of
all mankind was Adam. His wife, Eve, became "the mother of every-
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one living." (Genesis 3:20) Though earth now
teems with billions of their offspring, hu-
mans are far from perfect.

The story of Adam and Eve is well-known.
But of what practical benefit is it to us? What
can we learn from the experiences of the first
human couple?

"Male and Female He Created Them"

When Adam was naming the animals, he
saw that they had mates and that he did not.
So when he set eyes on the beautiful crea-
ture that Jehovah had fashioned from his rib,
he rejoiced. Realizing that she was uniquely a
part of him, Adam exclaimed: "This is at last
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. This
one will be called Woman, because from man
this one was taken."—Genesis 2:18-23.

Man needed "a helper." Now he had one
who was just right. Eve was perfectly suited
to be Adam's complement—in caring for their
garden home and the animals, in produc-
ing children, and in providing the intellectu-
al stimulus and support of a true companion.
—Genesis 1:26-30.

Jehovah supplied everything the couple
could reasonably desire. By bringing Eve to
her husband and thereby sanctioning their
union, God founded the institutions of mar-
riage and the family by which society was to
be organized. The Genesis account states: "A
man will leave his father and his mother and
he must stick to his wife and they must be-
come one flesh." And when Jehovah blessed
the first married couple and told them to be
fruitful, he clearly intended that every child
be born into a caring family, with a father and
amother to look after it.—Genesis 1:28; 2:24.

"In God's Image"

Adam was a perfect son of God, made in His
‘image and likeness.' But since "God is a Spir-
it," the resemblance could not be physical.
(Genesis 1:26; John 4:24) The likeness lay in
qualities that elevated man far above the ani-

mals. Yes, implanted in man from the begin-
ning were the qualities of love, wisdom, pow-
er, and justice. He was endowed with free will
and a capacity for spirituality. An innate mor-
al sense, or conscience, enabled him to distin-
guish right from wrong. Man had intellectual
capacity, enabling him to meditate on the rea-
son for the existence of humans, to accumu-
late knowledge of his Creator, and to devel-
op intimacy with that One. Thus equipped,
Adam had all he needed to fulfill his role as
administrator of God's earthly handiwork.

Eve Transgresses

Undoubtedly, Adam quickly informed Eve
of the one prohibition Jehovah had imposed:
They could partake of fruit from all the trees
in their garden home except one—the tree of
the knowledge of good and bad. They were
not to eat from it. If they did, on that day they
would die.—Genesis 2:16,17.

Before long, an issue was raised regard-
ing the forbidden fruit. Eve was accosted by
a serpent, used as a mouthpiece by an invisi-
ble spirit. In apparent innocence, the serpent
asked: "Is it really so that God said you must
not eat from every tree of the garden?" Eve
replied that it was permissible to eat the fruit
of every tree except one. But then the serpent
contradicted God, telling the woman: "You
positively will not die. For God knows that in
the very day of your eating from it your eyes
are bound to be opened and you are bound
to be like God, knowing good and bad." The
woman began to see the prohibited tree in a
different light. "The tree was good for food
and ... it was something to be longed for
to the eyes." Thoroughly deceived, Eve broke
God's law.—Genesis 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:14.

Was Eve's sin inevitable? By no means!
Put yourself in her place. The serpent's claim
completely distorted what God and Adam had
said. How would you feel if a stranger charged
someone you love and trust with dishonesty?
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Belief in an original paradise that was lost because of sin was wide-

spread among the ancient Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, and

Adam and Eve
-MERE MYTH?

others. Common to many accounts was atree of life the fruit of which

would confer eternal life on those partaking of it. So mankind remem-
bers that something tragic happened in Eden.

Today, many dismiss the Bible account of Adam and Eve as

mere myth. Yet, most scientists acknowledge thatthe human

race is a single family with a common origin. Many theolo-

gians find it impossible to deny thatthe effects of original sin

committed by acommon ancestor were transmitted to man-

kind. Belief that man developed from more than one source

would oblige them to say that an original sin was commit-

ted by several forefathers. In turn, this would compel

them to deny that Christ, "the last Adam," redeemed

mankind. But Jesus and his disciples did not face

such adilemma.They recognized thatthe Genesis

account is factual.—1 Corinthians 15:22, 45; Gen-

esis 1:27; 2:24; Matthew 19:4, 5; Romans 5:12-19.

Eve should have reacted differently, showing
disgust and indignation, even refusing to lis-
ten. After all, who was the serpent to question
God's righteousness and her husband's word?
Out of respect for the principle of headship,
Eve should have sought advice before mak-
ing any decision. So should we if we are ever
presented with information contrary to God-
given instructions. Yet, Eve trusted the Tempt-
er's words, desiring to be her own Judge of
what was good and what was bad. The more
she toyed with the idea, the more it appealed
to her. What an error she made by enter-
taining a wrong desire, instead of dismissing
it from her mind or discussing matters with
her family head!—1 Corinthians 11:3; James
1:14,15.

Adam Listens to His Wife's Voice
Eve soon induced Adam to join her in
sin. How are we to explain his limp acquies-
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cence? (Genesis 3:6,17) Adam faced a conflict
of loyalties. Would he obey his Creator, who
had given him everything, including his be-
loved mate, Eve? Would Adam seek God's di-
rection on what he was to do now? Or would
the man throw in his lot with his wife? Adam
knew very well that what she hoped to gain
by eating the forbidden fruit was illusory. The
apostle Paul was inspired to write; "Adam was
not deceived, but the woman was thorough-
ly deceived and came to be in transgression.”
(1 Timothy 2:14) So Adam deliberately chose
to defy Jehovah. His fear of being separated
from his wife was evidently greater than his
faith in God's ability to remedy the situation.

Adam's act was suicidal. It also amounted
to the murder of all the progeny thatJehovah
mercifully allowed him to father, since all of
them were born under sin's condemnation to
death. (Romans 5:12) How great the cost of
selfish disobedience!



The Consequences of Sin

The immediate effect of sin was shame. In-
stead of joyfully running to speak to Je-
hovah, the couple hid themselves. (Genesis
3:8) Their friendship with God was shattered.
When questioned about what they had done,
they showed no remorse, although both of
them were aware that they had broken God's
law. By eating the forbidden fruit, they turned
their backs on divine goodness.

As a result, God indicated that increased
pain would accompany childbearing. Eve
would crave her husband, and he would dom-
inate her. Her attempt to grasp independence
thus resulted in the exact opposite. Adam
would now eat the produce of the ground in
pain. Instead of satisfying his hunger without
toil in Eden, he would have to struggle to eke
out an existence until he returned to the dust
from which he had been made.—Genesis 3:
16-19.

Finally, Adam and Eve were evicted from
the garden of Eden. Jehovah said: "Here the
man has become like one of us in knowing
good and bad, and now in order that he may
not put his hand out and actually take fruit
also from the tree of life and eat and live to
time indefinite . . ." "The sentence ends in
mid-air," notes scholar Gordon Wenham, and
we are left to supply the rest of God's thought
—presumably, "let me expel him from the gar-
den." Generally, a Bible writer reports God's
complete thought. But here, continues Wen-
ham, "the omission of the conclusion con-
veys the speed of God's action. He had hard-
ly finished speaking before they were sent out
of the garden." (Genesis 3:22, 23) With that,
all communication between Jehovah and the
first couple apparently ceased.

Adam and Eve did not die physically dur-
ing that 24-hour day. However, they died in
a spiritual sense. Irremediably alienated from
the Source of life, they began a decline into

death. Imagine how bitter their first encoun-
ter with death must have been when their sec-
ond son, Abel, was murdered by Cain, their
firstborn!—Genesis 4:1-16.

After that, comparatively little is known
about the first human couple. Their third
son, Seth, was born when Adam was 130 years
old. Adam died 800 years later, at the age
of 930, after fathering "sons and daughters."
—Genesis 4:25; 5:3-5.

A Lesson for Us

Besides revealing the cause of the degener-
ate condition of human society today, the ac-
count of the first married couple teaches a
fundamental lesson. Any pretense of indepen-
dence from Jehovah God is sheer folly. Those
who are truly wise exercise faith in Jeho-
vah and his Word, not in their supposed self-
sufficiency of knowledge. Jehovah determines
good and bad, and the essence of doing what
is right is obeying him. Wrongdoing means
violating his laws and ignoring his principles.

God offered and still offers all that mankind
can possibly desire—everlasting life, freedom,
satisfaction, happiness, health, peace, pros-
perity, and discovery of new things. Our en-
joyment of all of this, however, requires rec-
ognition of our total dependence upon our
heavenly Father, Jehovah.—Ecclesiastes 3:10-
13; Isaiah 55:6-13.

In Our Next Issue

Jehovah Empowers the Tired One
How You Can Make Friends

"You Do Not Know What Your
Life Will Be Tomorrow"
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"Keep My Commandments
and Continue Living"”

E WAS young, intelligent, "beautiful in

form and beautiful in appearance." His
employer's wife was sensuous and bold. Being
irresistibly drawn to the young man, she dai-
ly tried to seduce him. "It happened that on
this day as other days he went into the house
to do his business, and there was none of the
men of the house there in the house. Then
she grabbed hold of him by his garment, say-
ing: Tie down with me!"™ But Joseph, the
son of the patriarch Jacob, left his garment
behind and fled from Potiphar's wife.—Gene-
sis 39:1-12.

Of course, not everyone turns away from a
tempting situation. For example, consider the
case of ayoung man whom King Solomon of
ancient Israel saw in the streets at night. Upon
being seduced by a wayward woman, "all at
once he followed her like an ox going to the
slaughter."—Proverbs 7:21, 22, New Interna-
tional Version.

Christians are admonished to "flee from
fornication." (1 Corinthians 6:18) To the
young Christian disciple Timothy, the apostle
Paul wrote: "Flee from the desires incidental
to youth." (2 Timothy 2:22) When faced with
situations suggestive of fornication, adultery,
or other moral wrongs, we too must flee as
decisively as Joseph did from Potiphar's wife.
What will help us to be resolved to do that? In
the 7th chapter of the Bible book of Proverbs,
Solomon gives us some invaluable advice. He
not only speaks of teachings that safeguard us
from the wiles of immoral people but exposes
their method of operation by vividly describ-
ing a scenario in which a young man is se-
duced by a loose woman.
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Tie My Commandments
Upon Your Fingers'

The king begins with the
fatherly advice: "Myson, keep my
sayings, and may you treasure up
my own commandments with you.

Keep my commandments and con-
tinue living, and my law like the pupil
o fyour eyes."—Proverbs 7:1, 2.

Parents, particularly fathers, have the God-
given responsibility of teaching their children
God's standards of good and bad. Moses ex-
horted fathers: "These words that | am com-
manding you today must prove to be on your
heart; and you must inculcate them in your
son and speak of them when you sit in your
house and when you walk on the road and
when you lie down and when you get up.”
(Deuteronomy 6:6, 7) And the apostle Paul
wrote: "You, fathers, do not be irritating your
children, but go on bringing them up in the
discipline and mental-regulating of Jehovah."”
(Ephesians 6:4) Hence, a parent's instruc-
tions that are to be treasured up, or highly
valued, certainly include the reminders, the
commandments, and the laws found in God's
Word, the Bible.

Parental teaching may also include oth-
er regulations—family rules. These are for the
good of the family members. True, depend-
ing on the needs, the rules may vary from one
family to another. Parents, though, have the
job of deciding what is best for their own fam-
ily. And the rules they make are usually an ex-
pression of their genuine love and concern.
The counsel to young ones is that they abide
by these rules along with the Scriptural teach-
ings received from their parents. Yes, there is



a need to treat such instructions "like the pu-
pil of your eyes"—guarding them with utmost
care. That is the way to avoid the deadly ef-
fect of ignoring Jehovah's standards and thus
to "continue living."

"Tie them [my commandments] upon your
fingers/* continues Solomon, "and write them
upon the tablet ofyour heart™ (Proverbs 7:3)
As fingers are prominently before our eyes and
are vital in carrying out our purposes, the les-
sons learned from a Scriptural upbringing or
the gaining of Bible knowledge are to be a con-
stant reminder and guide in everything we do.
We are to inscribe them upon the tablet of our
heart, making them a part of our nature.

Not forgetting the importance of wisdom
and understanding, the king exhorts: "Say to
wisdom: "You are my sisterand may you call
understanding itselfKinswoman."" (Proverbs
7:4) Wisdom is the ability to put God-given
knowledge to proper use. We should have af-
fection for wisdom as for a dearly loved sister.
What is understanding? It is the ability to see
into a matter and get the sense of it by grasp-
ing the connections between its parts and the
whole. Understanding must be as close to us
as an intimate friend.

Why should we adhere to Scriptural train-
ing and cultivate closeness with wisdom and
understanding? So as '"to guard [ourselves]
against the woman stranger, against the for-
eigner who has made her own sayings smooth."
(Proverbs 7:5) Yes, doing so will protect us
from the smooth and persuasive ways of a
stranger, or foreigner—an immoral person.*

The Young Man
Meets 'a Cunning Woman'
The king of Israel next describes a scene
that he himself has observed: "At the window
ofmy house, through my lattice I looked down,

* The word "stranger" was applied to those who alien-
ated themselves from Jehovah by turning away from the
Law. Thus, an immoral female, such as a prostitute, is
referred to as a "woman stranger.”

How do

you view
parental
rules?

that | mightpeer upon the inexperienced ones.
I was interested in discerning among the sons a
young man in want o f heart, passing along on
the street near her comer, and in the way to her
house he marches, in the twilight, in the eve-
ning of the day, at the approach of the night
and thegloom."—Proverbs 7:6-9.

The window through which Solomon
looks out has a lattice—apparently a frame-
work with laths and perhaps elaborate carv-
ings. As the twilight fades, the darkness of
the night pours into the streets. He catches
sight of a young man who is particularly vul-
nerable. Lacking discernment, or good sense,
he is in want of heart. Likely, he is aware of
the type of neighborhood he has entered and
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what could happen to him there. The young
man comes near "her corner/' which ison the
way to her house. Who is she? What is she
up to?

The observant king continues: "Look! there
was a woman to meet him, with thegarmentof
a prostitute and cunningofheart She is boister-
ous and stubborn. In her house her feet do not
keep residing. Now she is outdoors; now she is
in the public squares, and near every comer she
lies in wait."—Proverbs 7:10-12.

This woman's manner of dress speaks vol-
umes about her. (Genesis 38:14, 15) She is
dressed immodestly, like a prostitute. More-
over, she is cunning of heart—her mind is
"treacherous,” her intent "crafty." (An Ameri-
can Translation; New International Version)
She is boisterous and stubborn, talkative and
headstrong, loud and self-willed, brazen and
defiant. Rather than staying at home, she
prefers to frequent public places, lurking on
street corners to pick up her prey. She is wait-
ing for someone like the young man.

An 'Abundance of Persuasiveness'

A young man thus meets a loose woman
with a crafty plan. How this must have caught
the attention of Solomon! He relates: "'She has
grabbed hold ofhim and given him a kiss. She
has put on a bold face, and she begins to say
to him :"Communion sacrifices were incumbent
upon me. Today | have paid my vows. That is
why | have come out to meet you, to look for
your face, that | may find you/"—Proverbs 7.
13-15.

The lips of this woman are smooth. Put-
ting on a bold face, she utters her words con-
fidently. Everything she says is carefully cal-
culated to seduce the young man. By stating
that she had made communion sacrifices that
very day and paid her vows, she makes a dis-
play of righteousness, hinting that she is not
lacking in spirituality. Communion sacrifices
at the temple in Jerusalem consisted of meat,
flour, oil, and wine. (Leviticus 19:5, 6; 22:21,;
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Numbers 15:8-10) Since the offerer could take
part of the communion sacrifice for himself
and his family, she thus suggests that there is
plenty to eat and drink at her house. The
implication is clear: The young man would
have a good time there. She has come out
of her house specifically to look for him. How
touching—if anyone could swallow such a sto-
ry. "It is true she was out looking for some-
one," says one Bible scholar, "but did she
really come looking just for this one special
fellow? Only a fool—perhaps this one—would
believe her."

After making herself appealing by the sight
of her attire, by the sound of her flattering
words, by the touch of her embrace, and by
the taste of her lips, the seductress enlists the
sense of smell. She says: "With coverlets | have
bedecked my divan, with many-colored things,
linen o fEgypt. | have besprinkled my bed with
myrrh, aloes and cinnamon." (Proverbs 7:16,
17) She has aesthetically prepared her bed
with colorful linen from Egypt and perfumed
it with choice fragrances of myrrh, aloes, and
cinnamon.

"Do come, let us drink our fill of love un-
til the morning " she continues, "do let us en-
joy each other with love expressions."” The in-
vitation is to something much more than a
pleasant dinner for two. Her promise is that of
enjoying sexual intimacy. To the young man,
the appeal is adventurous and exciting! As
further inducement, she adds: "For the hus-
band is not in his house; he has gone travel-
ing on a way o fsome distance. A bag of mon-
ey he has taken in his hand. On the day of the
full moon he will come to his house.” (Proverbs
7:18-20) They would be perfectly safe, she as-
sures him, for her husband is away on a busi-
ness trip and is not expected back for some
time. How talented she is at beguiling ayoung
person! "She has misled him by the abundance
o f her persuasiveness. By the smoothness o f her
lips she seduces him." (Proverbs 7:21) It would
take a man of Joseph's caliber to resist an ap-



Keeping Cod's commandments means life

peal this enticing. (Genesis 39:9,12) Does this
young man measure up?

‘Like a Bull to the Slaughter'

"All of a sudden he is going after her™ re-
ports Solomon, "likea bull that comes even to
the slaughter, and just as if fettered for the dis-
cipline ofa foolish man, until an arrow cleaves
open his liver, just as a bird hastens into the
trap, and he has not known that it involves his
very soul."—Proverbs 7:22, 23.

The invitation proves to be irresistible to
the young man. Throwing all good sense to
the wind, he goes after her Tike a bull to the
slaughter.” As a man in fetters cannot escape
his punishment, so the young man is drawn
into sin. He does not see the danger of it
all until "an arrow cleaves open his liver," that
is, until he receives a wound that can cause
his death. The death may be physical in that
he exposes himself to death-dealing sexual-
ly transmitted diseases.* The wound can also
cause his spiritual death; "it involves his very
soul." His entire being and his life are serious-
ly affected, and he has gravely sinned against
God. He thus hastens into the grip of death
like a bird into a trap!

"Do Not Wander Into Her Roadways"

Drawing a lesson from what he has seen,
the wise king urges: "And now, O sons, listen
to me and pay attention to the sayings of my
mouth. May your heart not turn aside to her
ways. Do not wander into her roadways. For
many are the ones she has caused to fall down
slain, and all those being killed by her are nu-
merous. The ways to Sheol her house is; they
are descending to the interior rooms o fdeath.”
-Proverbs 7:24-27.

* Some sexually transmitted diseases damage the liv-
er. In advanced cases of syphilis, for example, bacterial
organisms overwhelm the liver. And the organism re-
sponsible for gonorrhea can cause inflammation of the
liver.

Clearly, the counsel of Solomon is to turn
aside from the death-dealing ways of an im-
moral person and "continue living." (Proverbs
7:2) How timely this advice is for our day!
Surely there is a need to avoid places frequent-
ed by those who are lying in wait to pick up
prey. Why should you subject yourself to their
tactics by going to such places? Indeed, why
should you be the one "in want of heart" and
wander into the roadways of a "foreigner"?

The "woman stranger" that the king saw
enticed the young man with an invitation
to "enjoy each other with love expressions.”
Have not many youths—especially girls—been
exploited in a similar way? But consider:
When someone tries to draw you into sexual
misconduct, is it true love or selfish lust? Why
would a man who genuinely loves a woman
pressure her into violating her Christian train-
ing and conscience? "May your heart not turn
aside" to such ways, admonishes Solomon.

The words of a seducer are usually smooth
and well-calculated. Keeping wisdom and un-
derstanding at our side will help us to see
through them. Never forgetting what Jeho-
vah has commanded will safeguard us. There-
fore, may we always strive to 'keep God's com-
mandments and continue living,' even
forever—lJohn 2:17.
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Inner Beauty Has Lasting Value

"A YOUNG MAN EQUATES BEAUTY WITH VIRTUE/'
OBSERVED A FAITHFUL ELDERLY CHRISTIAN.

Yes, man has long tended to place undue emphasis
on external beauty, often leading to the misjudgment
of inner values. Our Creator, however, looks at what
we are deep inside, regardless of our outward appear-
ance. In this way he sets the finest example of mature
judgment. According to the Bible, God himself said:
"Not the way man sees is the way God sees, because
mere man sees what appears to the eyes; but as forJe-
hovah, he sees what the heart is."—1 Samuel 16:7.

God is the Source of true human beauty, and his

Word reveals that when assessing a person's genu-

ine merit, spiritual qualities count the most. The
Bible states: "Charm may be false, and prettiness
may be vain; but the woman that fears Jeho-
vah is the one that procures praise for herself."
(Proverbs 31:30) Indeed, outer attractiveness
may mask inner ugliness. (Esther 1:10-12;
Proverbs 11:22) Although physical beau-
ty may fade with time, inner beauty
—the qualities of the heart—ean grow

and last.

How wise it is, therefore, to cultivate
such qualities as love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith,
mildness, and self-control! (Galatians
5:22, 23) We can thus acquire inner
beauty, which truly has lasting value.

—I1 Peter 3:3, 4.



