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Can You Draw Close to an
Invisible God?

'How  can I develop a close relationship w ith  

someone I cannot see?' you may ask. Tha t m ight 
seem to be a valid question. But consider:

HOW important is sight to develop­
ing loving and lasting relationships? 
Are not unseen factors equally, if not 

more, important? Indeed! For that reason 
some people have developed a close relation­
ship with others through regular correspon­
dence—their letters honestly conveying likes, 
dislikes, goals, principles, sense of humor, and 
other personality traits or interests.

Blind people too demonstrate that sight is 
not critical to developing a close relationship 
with another person. Consider the example of 
Edward and Gwen, a married couple who are 
blind.* Edward met Gwen at a school for the 
blind, where she was a fellow adult student. He 
admired Gwen's qualities, especially her hon­
esty in speech and conduct, and her excellent 
attitude toward work. In turn, Gwen was at­
tracted to Edward because, in her words, "he 
displayed all the qualities I was brought up to 
believe were important." A courtship budded, 
and three years later they were married.

"When you are together," says Edward, 
"blindness does not really make a difference 
in building a relationship with another per­
son. You might not be able to see each other, 
but feelings are not blind." Now, 57 years lat­
er, they are still deeply in love. They explain 
that the secret to their wonderful relationship

* N am es have been changed.

involves at least four things: (1) noticing 
the qualities of the other person, (2) think­
ing about and being drawn to those quali­
ties, (3) maintaining good communica­
tion, and (4) doing things together.

These four points are vital to any good 
relationship, whether between friends, 
marriage partners or, more important, be­
tween humans and God. In the follow­
ing article, we will see how applying these 
points can help us to develop a close rela­
tionship with God, even though we cannot 
see him.*

* Unlike a relationship betw een h u m an s, a rela­
tionship w ith God is based o n  faith  in his existen ce. 
(Hebrews 11 :6 ) For a th o ro u g h  discussion o f build­
ing a strong faith  in God, please see Is T here a Cre­
ator W ho Cares A bo u t You?, published by th e  W atch- 
tow er Bible and Tract Society o f New  York, Inc.
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How You Can
Draw Close to God

"D ra w  close to God, and he w ill draw close to you," says 

James 4:8. Showing how much Jehovah God wants humans to have 

a close relationship w ith  him, he gave his Son in our behalf.

IN RESPONSE to that loving overture, the 
apostle John wrote: "We love [God], be­
cause he first loved us/' (1 John 4:19) But 

for us personally to draw close to God, we 
must take certain steps. They are similar to 
the four ways that we draw close to fellow hu­
mans, as outlined in the preceding article. Let 
us now examine these.

Observe God's Wonderful Qualities
God has many wonderful qualities, some of 

the most outstanding being his love, wisdom, 
justice, and power. His wisdom and power are 
abundantly demonstrated both in the distant 
universe and in the world around us, from 
mighty galaxies to tiny atoms. The psalmist 
wrote: "The heavens are declaring the glory of 
God; and of the work of his hands the expanse 
is telling."—Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:20.

Creation also reflects God's love. The way 
we are made, for example, shows that God 
wants us to enjoy life. He gave us the abili­
ty to see colors, to taste and smell, to appreci­
ate music, to laugh, to enjoy beauty, also giv­
ing us many other faculties and traits that are 
not absolutely essential for life. Yes, God tru­
ly is generous, kind, and loving—qualities that 
undoubtedly contribute to his being "the hap­
py God."—1 Timothy 1:11; Acts 20:35.

Jehovah glories in the fact that the exer­
cise of his sovereignty and the support of it by 
his intelligent creatures are based primarily on 
love. (1 John 4:8) True, Jehovah is the Univer­
sal Sovereign, but he treats humans, especial­

ly his loyal servants, as a loving father treats 
his children. (Matthew 5:45) He spares noth­
ing that is for their good. (Romans 8:38, 39) As 
mentioned, he even gave the life of his only- 
begotten Son in our behalf. Yes, God's love is 
the reason we exist and have the prospect of 
eternal life—John 3:16.

Jesus gave us deep insight into God's per­
sonality because he perfectly imitated his Fa­
ther. (John 14:9-11) He was totally unselfish, 
considerate, and thoughtful. On one occasion, 
Jesus was presented to a man who was deaf 
and had a speech impediment. You can imag­
ine that the man might have been uncomfort­
able in crowds. Interestingly, Jesus took this 
man to a private spot and cured him there. 
(Mark 7:32-35) Do you appreciate people who 
are sensitive to your feelings and who respect 
your dignity? If so, then you will definitely 
draw closer to Jehovah and Jesus as you learn 
more about them.

Think About God's Qualities
Someone can have wonderful qualities, but 

we need to think about that person in order 
to be drawn to that one. The same applies to 
Jehovah. Meditating on his qualities is a vital 
second step in drawing close to him. King Da­
vid, a man who truly loved Jehovah and was 
"agreeable to [Jehovah's] heart," said: "I have 
remembered days of long ago; I have meditat­
ed on all your activity; I willingly kept myself 
concerned with the work of your own hands." 
—Acts 13:22; Psalm 143:5.
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When you observe the wonders of creation 
or read God's Word, the Bible, do you, like Da­
vid, meditate on what you see and read? Imag­
ine a son who has just received a letter from 
his father for whom he has deep affection. 
How would he view that letter? He certain­
ly would not just scan its contents and toss 
it into a drawer. Rather, he would study it, ex­
tracting from it every detail and nuance. Like­
wise, God's Word should be precious to us,

just as it was to the psalmist who sang: "How 
I do love your law! All day long it is my con­
cern."—Psalm 119:97.

Maintain Good Communication
Good communication is the lifeblood of 

any relationship. It involves speaking and  lis­
tening—and not just with the mind but with 
the heart as well. We speak to the Creator by 
means of prayer, which is worshipful ad­
dress to God. Jehovah delights in the prayers 
of those who love and serve him and who ac­
knowledge Jesus Christ as His chief representa­
tive—Psalm 65:2; John 14:6,14.

In the past, God spoke to humans in a va­
riety of ways, including in visions, in dreams, 
and through angels. Nowadays, however, he

does so by means of his written Word, the 
Holy Bible. (2 Timothy 3:16) The written 
Word has many advantages. It can be con­
sulted at any time. Like a letter, it can be sa­
vored over and over again. And it is not subject 
to the distortions that often mark oral retell­
ing. So think of the Bible as a large collection 
of letters from your beloved heavenly Father, 
and through these letters allow him to speak 
to you daily.—Matthew 4:4.

For instance, the Bible sets out Jehovah's 
view of right and wrong. It explains his pur­
pose for mankind and for the earth. And it re­
veals his dealings with a broad range of people 
and nations, from loyal worshipers to bitter 
enemies. By having his interactions with hu­
mans recorded in this way, Jehovah has paint­
ed an exceptionally detailed portrait of his per­
sonality. He reveals his love, joy, sorrow, 
disappointment, anger, mercy, concern—yes, 
the range of his thoughts and feelings, and the 
underlying reasons for these—all in a way hu­
mans can readily understand.—Psalm 78:3-7.

After you have read a portion of God's 
Word, how can you benefit from your read­
ing? And, in particular, how can you draw clos­
er to God? First, think about what you have 
read and learned about God as a person, let­
ting the points reach your heart. Then in 
prayer tell Jehovah your thoughts and inner­
most feelings about the material you have 
considered and how you will try to benefit 
from it. That is communication. Of course, if 
you have other things on your mind as well, 
these can certainly be included in your prayer.

Do Things Together With God
The Bible says of certain faithful men of old 

that they walked with, or before, the true God. 
(Genesis 6:9; 1 Kings 8:25) What does that 
mean? Essentially that they lived each day as 
though God were right there with them. True, 
they were sinful. Yet, they loved God's laws 
and principles, and they lived in harmony 
with God's purpose. Jehovah is drawn to such
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ones, and he cares for them, as shown at Psalm 
32:8: "I shall make you have insight and in­
struct you in the way you should go. I will give 
advice with my eye upon you."

You too can have Jehovah as an intimate 
friend—one who walks with you, cares for 
you, and gives you fatherly advice. The proph­
et Isaiah described Jehovah as being "the One 
teaching you to benefit yourself, the One caus­
ing you to tread in the way in which you 
should walk." (Isaiah 48:17) As we experience

these benefits, we sense Jehovah's presence "at 
[our] right hand," as it were, just as David did. 
—Psalm 16:8.

God's Name—Focus of His Qualities
Many religions and an increasing number of 

Bible translations fail to use and make known 
God's personal name. (Psalm 83:18) Yet, in the 
original Hebrew text, that name—Jehovah—ap­
pears about 7,000 times! (Inconsistently, while 
removing the divine name, most Bible transla-

Jehovah Responds to Your Love for Him

R E LA T IO N S H IP S  are two-way. As we draw  
close to  God, he responds by d ra w ing  clos­
er to  us. C onside r h is fee lings fo r aged S im ­
eon and Anna, both o f w h o m  received spe­
cial m e n tio n  in  th e  B ib le . T h e  G ospe l 
w rite r Luke te lls us th a t Sim eon was " r ig h ­

teous and reverent," aw aiting the  
M essiah. Jehovah observed these  
f in e  q u a lit ie s  in  S im e o n  and  

show ed love fo r th is  dear 
old man by reveal- 

in9 t0 him that "he 
w o u ld  no t see death 
before he had seen 
the  C h ris t."  Jehovah 

kept h is prom ise and 
directed Sim eon to the  

in fa n t Jesus, b ro u g h t by 
H is  parents to  th e  tem ple  in  Jerusalem. 
Th r il le d  and deeply appreciative, Sim eon em­
braced the  in fa n t and prayed: "N o w , Sover­
e ign Lord , you are le ttin g  yo u r slave go free in 
peace according to  y o u r declaration; because 
my eyes have seen y o u r means o f saving ." 
- L u k e  2 :25-35 .

" In  th a t very h o u r,"  Jehovah also dem on­
strated h is love fo r 84-year-old Anna by d i­
recting her to  Jesus as w e ll. T h is  precious 
w id o w , the  Bib le te lls us, was always at the  
tem ple "re n d e rin g  sacred service" to Jeho­
vah. O ve rflo w ing  w ith  appreciation, she, like

Sim eon, thanked Jehovah fo r h is e xtra o rd i­
nary kindness, a fter w hich she spoke a b out 
the  child " to  all those w a itin g  fo r Jerusa lem 's  
deliverance."— Luke 2 :36-38.

Yes, Jehovah observed ho w  deeply S im e ­
on and Anna loved and feared h im  and how  
concerned they were w ith  the  o u tw o rk in g  
o f his purpose. D o  such Bib le accounts n o t 
draw  you to  Jehovah?

Like h is Father, Jesus also discerned the  
real in n e r person. W h ile  teaching at the  tem ­
ple, he observed a "needy w id o w " donate  
ju s t " tw o  sm all coins o f very little  va lue ." To  
o the r observers her g ift  w o u ld  have been in ­
sig n ificant b u t no t so to  Jesus. He praised th is  
w om an because she gave all she had. (Luke  
21 : l- 4 )  Hence, we can rest assured th a t Jeho­
vah and Jesus appreciate us if we give them  
o u r best, w h e th e r o u r g ift  is great o r sm all.

W h ile  God rejoices in those  w h o  love h im , 
he feels h u r t  w hen hum ans tu rn  away from  
him  and fo llo w  a course o f w ro n g d o in g . Gen­
esis 6 :6  te lls us th a t Jehovah " fe lt  h u r t  at h is 
h e a rt" because o f the  badness o f m ankind  
before the  Flood o f N oah's day. Later, d isobe­
d ie n t Israelites repeatedly "p u t  God to  the  
test, and they pained even the  H o ly  O ne o f Is­
rae l," says Psalm 78:41. Yes, God is no t an 
aloof " F ir s t  Cause" w ith o u t feelings. He tru ly  
is a person , one w hose  feelings are no t unba l­
anced o r du lled  by im perfection, as are o urs.



Reflecting on 
Jehovah's 
creation is one 
way to d raw  
close to h im

tors retain the names of the many false 
gods mentioned in the original text, such 
as Baal, Bel, Merodach, and even Satan!)

Some people feel that the omission of 
God's name is a trivial matter. But think:
Is it harder or easier to develop a close, 
enlightened relationship with a name­
less person? Such titles as God and Lord 
(which are also used of false gods) might 
draw attention to Jehovah's 
power, authority, or posi­
tion, but only his personal 
name identifies him un­
equivocally. (Exodus 3:15;
1 Corinthians 8:5, 6) The 
personal name of the true 
God captures his qualities 
and characteristics. Theolo­
gian Walter Lowrie rightly 
stated: "A man who does not 
know God by name does 
not really know him as a 
person."

Consider the example of Maria, a sin­
cere Catholic living in Australia. When Je­
hovah's Witnesses first met her, Maria al­
lowed the Witnesses to show her God's 
name in the Bible. How did she respond? 
"When I first saw God's name in the Bible, 
I wept. I was so moved by the knowledge 
that I could actually know and use the per­

sonal name of God." Maria 
continued to study the Bi­
ble, and for the first time in 
her life, she got to know Je­
hovah as a person and was 
able to build a lasting rela­
tionship with him.

Yes, we can "draw close to 
God," even though we can­
not see him with our lit­
eral eyes. We can "see" his 
exquisitely beautiful per­
sonality in our minds and 
hearts and thereby grow in 
our love for him. Such love 

"is a perfect bond of union."—Co- 
lossians 3:14.
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Should You Investigate

Other Religions?
H A D  attended C h ristia n  m eetings fo r nearly a year, and 
I enjoyed te lling  o the rs ab ou t G od 's K in g d o m ," says M i­
guel, w h o  is n o w  one o f Jehovah's W itnesse s in So u th  

Am erica. " T h e n  I sta rted  lis ten ing  to  re lig ious program s on the  ra­
d io  and w atching  re lig ious preachers on te levision. I th o u g h t th a t 
such p rog ram s could help me to  understand people o f o th e r re li­
g io ns better. I realized th a t th e ir  teachings were n o t in harm ony  
w ith  the  B ib le, b u t I w as c u rio u s."

In the  same land, Jorge was zealous in teaching o thers  
a b o u t tru e  w o rsh ip . Yet, at one p o in t, he too began lis­
te n in g  to  re lig ious radio and te levision program s. "Yo u  
need to  know  w h a t o the rs are th in k in g ,"  he used to  
say. W h e n  asked a b out the  potentia l dangers o f 
such exposure to  false teachings, he w o u ld  answer:
"N o th in g  could u n d e rm in e  th e  fa ith  o f one  
w h o  know s Bib le  t ru th . "  Th e se  experi­
ences raise an im p o rta n t q ue stio n ,
Is i t  w ise  to  listen to  w h a t o the rs  
believe?

Recognizing True 
Christianity

A fte r  th e  a p o stle s  
died, tru e  w o rsh ip  be­
cam e c o n ta m in a te d  
by the  progressive de­
v e lo p m e n t o f m a n y  
fo rm s  o f  im ita t io n  
C h ris t ia n ity . Fo resee ­
ing  th is , Jesus disclosed  
one way to  d is tin g u ish  these coun­
te rfe it fo rm s o f C h ristia n ity  fro m  tru e  
C hristian ity . F irst, he w arned: "B e  on the  watch fo r the  false p ro p h ­
ets th a t come to  you in sheep's covering, b u t inside they are rav­
enous w o lve s." Th e n  he added: "B y  th e ir fru its  you w ill recog­
nize  th e m ." (M a tth e w  7:15-23) Jesus' tru e  fo llow ers practice w h a t 
he ta u g h t, and they are easily recognized by th e ir fin e  fru its . 
Just as Jesus h im se lf d id , they v is it people to  explain G od 's Kinq-
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dom  fro m  the  Scrip tu re s. Fo llo w in g  Jesus7 exam­
ple, they stand ap art fro m  the  w o rld 's  politics 
and social controversies. Th e y  accept the  Bib le  
as G od 's W o rd  and respect it  as the  tru th . Th e y  
make G od 's nam e kno w n. A nd since they strive  
to  practice the  love th a t God teaches, they do  
no t share in w ars. Instead, they trea t one a no the r 
as b ro th e rs .-Lu k e  4 :4 3 ; 10 :1-9 ; John 13:34, 35 ; 
17:16,17, 26 .

According to  the  Scrip tu re s, it  is possib le to  
"see the  d is tin c tio n  between a rig h teo us one  
and a wicked one, between one se rv ing  God  
and one w h o  has n o t served h im ."  (M alachi 3: 
18) T ru e  w o rsh ip e rs  today are un ited  in th o u g h t  

and deed, ju s t  as the  firs t-c e n tu ry  C hristia ns  
were. (Ephe sia ns 4 :4 -6 ) Once you identify  

such a body o f ge nu ine  C hristia ns, w h y  
shou ld  you be in q u is itiv e  o r curious  

ab out the  belie fs o f o thers?

Beware of False Teachers
Th e  B ib le  acknowledges th a t even 

after lea rn ing  B ib le  tru th , the re  is 
a da nger o f sp iritu a l contam ina­
tio n  fro m  false teachings. Th e  apos­
tle  Paul w arne d : "Lo o k  o u t: per­
haps the re  may be som eone w h o  
w il l  c a rry  y o u  o ff  as h is  p re y  
th ro u g h  the  p h ilo so p h y  and em pty  

deception according to  the  tra d itio n  
o f m en, according to  the  e lem entary  

th in g s  o f the  w o rld  and n o t according  
to  C h r is t ."  (C o lo ssia n s  2 :8 )  W h a t a 

graphic  p icture th is  te x t pa in ts! Like beasts 
w a n tin g  to  carry you o ff and devour you, 

false teachers can pose a real danger.

True , Paul took note o f w h a t o thers believed. 
He once began a d iscourse by saying: "M e n  o f 
A thens, I behold th a t in all th in g s  you seem to  be 
m ore given to  the  fear o f the  deities than o thers  
are. Fo r instance, w h ile  passing along and care­
fu lly  observ ing  y o u r objects o f venera tion I also 
fo und  an a lta r on w h ich  had been inscribed 'To  
an U n k n o w n  G o d .'"  (Acts 17:22, 2 3 ) Paul, ho w ­

ever, d id n o t regula rly  feed h is m ind  on the  p h i­
losophies o f Greek o ra tors.

It  is one th in g  to  in fo rm  y o u rse lf a b o u t the  o r­
ig ins and beliefs o f false re lig io n s b u t qu ite  an­
o th e r to  feed on th e m .*  Jehovah has appointed  
" th e  fa ith fu l and discreet s lave" to  provide teach­
ing based on h is W o rd . (M a tth e w  4 :4 ; 2 4 :4 5 )  
Paul h im se lf w ro te : "Y o u  cannot be partaking o f 
'th e  table o f Jehovah' and the  table o f dem ons. 
O r 'are we inc iting  Jehovah to  je a lo u sy '? "— 1 Co­
rin th ia n s  10 :20-22.

Som e false teachers may fo rm e rly  have been 
tru e  C hristia ns, b u t at one p o in t they tu rn e d  
fro m  tru th  to  erro r. (Jude 4, 11) T h is  shou ld  
n o t su rp rise  us. A fte r speaking o f " th e  fa ith ­
fu l and d iscreet sla ve " th a t rep resen ts th e  
body o f anointed C h ristia n s, Jesus spoke o f 
the  "e v il slave," a class th a t com plains, "m y  
m aster is de lay ing ," and sta rts  to  beat its fe llo w  
slaves. (M a tth e w  24 :48 , 4 9 ) O fte n , these in d i­
vidua ls and th e ir  fo llo w e rs have no clear teach­
ings o f th e ir o w n ; the y  are interested o n ly  in de­
stroy ing  the  fa ith  o f o the rs. C oncern ing  them , 
the  apostle John w ro te : " I f  anyone comes to  you  
and does n o t b rin g  th is  teaching, never receive 
h im  in to  y o u r hom es o r say a g reeting to h im ."  
—2 John 10; 2 C o rin th ia n s  11:3, 4 ,13 -1 5 .

Sincere people w h o  are searching fo r the  t ru th  
do w ell to  consider carefully w h a t the y hear fro m  
d iffe re n t re lig ions. In tim e , God w ill bless hon- 
esthearted ind iv id ua ls w h o  seek the  t ru th . Th e  
Bib le says o f god ly  w isd o m : " I f  you keep seek­
ing fo r it as fo r silver, and as fo r h id  treasures 
you keep searching fo r it, in th a t case . . . you  
w ill fin d  the  very know ledge o f G o d ." (P roverbs  
2 :4 , 5 ) Having fo u n d  th is  know ledge o f God 
th ro u g h  the  Bib le and th e  C h ristia n  congrega­
tio n  and having seen h o w  Jehovah blesses those  
w h o  are guided by th a t know ledge, tru e  C h ris­
tians do n o t continue  lis te n in g  to  false re lig ious  
teachings.—2 T im o th y  3:14.

* The book Mankind's Search for Cod, published by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., pre­
sents basic information about the background and teach­
ings of many of the world's religions.
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Go d 's Kingdom  
-EARTH'S New  Rulership
"The kingdom . . . will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms 

and it itself will stand to times indefinite. " - D a n ie l  2 :44.

THE Bible is God's revelation to humans.
The apostle Paul wrote: "When you re­

ceived God's word, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it, not as the word of men, but, 
just as it truthfully is, as the word of God." 
(1 Thessalonians 2:13) The Bible contains 
what we need to know about God: informa­
tion about his personality, his purposes, and 
his requirements for us. It has the best coun­
sel on family life and daily conduct. It details 
prophecies that were fulfilled in the past, are 
being fulfilled now, and will be fulfilled in the 
future. Yes, "all Scripture is inspired of God 
and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for 
setting things straight, for disciplining in righ­
teousness, that the man of God may be fully 
competent, completely equipped for every 
good work."—2 Timothy 3:16,17.

1. What confidence can we have in the Bible?

2 Of paramount importance in the Bible is 
its theme: the vindication of God's sovereign­
ty (his right to rule) by means of his heaven­
ly Kingdom. Jesus made that the focal point 
of his ministry. "Jesus commenced preaching 
and saying: 'Repent, you people, for the king­
dom of the heavens has drawn near.'" (Mat­
thew 4:17) He showed what place it should 
have in our lives, urging: "Keep on, then, seek­
ing first the kingdom and his righteousness." 
(Matthew 6:33) He also showed how impor­
tant it is by teaching his followers to pray to 
God: "Let your kingdom come. Let your will 
take place, as in heaven, also upon earth." 
—Matthew 6:10.

2. How did Jesus emphasize the Bible's theme?

Jesus' teaching stressed  
Cod's ru le rsh ip  by m eans 
o f the Kingdom



Earth's New Rulership
3 Why is the Kingdom of God of such great 

importance to humans? Because it will soon 
take an action that will forever change the 
rulership of this earth. The prophecy at Dan­
iel 2:44 states: "In the days of those kings 
[now ruling on earth] the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom [a government in heaven] 
that will never be brought to ruin. And the 
kingdom itself will not be passed on to any 
other people. It will crush and put an end 
to all these kingdoms [earthly governments], 
and it itself will stand to times indefinite." 
When God's heavenly Kingdom rules com­
pletely, never again will humans control the 
earth. Divisive and unsatisfactory human rule 
will forever be a thing of the past.

4 The Chief Ruler in the heavenly Kingdom, 
under Jehovah's immediate direction, is the 
one best qualified—Christ Jesus. Before com­
ing to earth, he existed in heaven as God's 
"master worker," being the first of all God's 
creations. (Proverbs 8:22-31) "He is the im­
age of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; because by means of him all other 
things were created in the heavens and upon 
the earth." (Colossians 1:15,16) And when Je­
sus was sent to earth by God, he did God's will 
at all times. He endured the most difficult of 
tests and died faithful to his Father.—John 4: 
34; 15:10.

5 For his loyalty to God even to death, Jesus 
was rewarded. God resurrected him to heaven 
and gave him the right to be King of the heav­
enly Kingdom. (Acts 2:32-36) As the King of 
the Kingdom, Christ Jesus will have the awe­
some assignment from God to lead myriads 
of powerful spirit creatures in removing hu­
man rule from the earth and ridding our

3. Why is God's Kingdom of immediate impor­
tance to us?
4, 5. (a) Why is Jesus the one best qualified to be 
King of the Kingdom? (b) What assignment will Je­
sus have in the near future?

globe of all wickedness. (Proverbs 2:21, 22; 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; Revelation 19:11-21; 
20:1-3) Then God's heavenly Kingdom under 
Christ will be the new ruling authority, the 
only government over the entire earth.—Rev­
elation 11:15.

6 God's Word says of earth's new Ruler: 
"To him there were given rulership and dig­
nity and kingdom, that the peoples, nation­
al groups and languages should all serve even 
him." (Daniel 7:14) Because Jesus will imitate 
God's love, great will be the peace and happi­
ness under his rule. (Matthew 5:5; John 3:16; 
1 John 4:7-10) "Of the increase of his govern­
ment and of peace there will be no end, . . . 
to uphold it with justice and with righ­
teousness." (Isaiah 9:7, Revised Standard Ver­
sion) What a blessing it will be to have a 
Ruler who rules with love, justice, and righ­
teousness! Thus, 2 Peter 3:13 foretells: "There 
are new heavens [God's heavenly Kingdom] 
and a new earth [a new earthly society] that 
we are awaiting according to his promise, and 
in these righteousness is to dwell."

7 Surely God's Kingdom is the very best 
news for all who love what is right. That 
is why, as part of the sign that we now live 
in "the last days" of this wicked system, Je­
sus foretold: "This good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited earth for 
a witness to all the nations; and then the end 
will come." (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Matthew 24:14) 
That prophecy is being fulfilled now, as about 
six million Jehovah's Witnesses in 234 lands 
devote more than a billion hours a year tell­
ing others about God's Kingdom. Appropri­
ately, each of their places of worship for some 
90,000 congregations worldwide is called a 
Kingdom Hall. There, people come to learn of 
the incoming new government.

6. What type of rule can we expect from the King of 
the Kingdom?
7. How is Matthew 24:14 being fulfilled today?
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Associate Rulers
8 There will be asso­

ciate rulers with Christ 
Jesus in God's heavenly 
Kingdom. Revelation 14:
1-4 foretold that 144,000 persons were to be 
"bought from among mankind" and resur­
rected to heavenly life. These include men and 
women who, instead of being served, humbly 
served God and fellow humans. "They will be 
priests of God and of the Christ, and will rule 
as kings with him for the thousand years." 
(Revelation 20:6) Their number is much 
smaller than the "great crowd, which no man 
was able to number, out of all nations and 
tribes and peoples and tongues" who will sur­
vive this system's end. These too render God 
"sacred service day and night," but they do 
not have a heavenly calling. (Revelation 7:9, 
15) They form the nucleus of the new earth as 
subjects of God's heavenly Kingdom.—Psalm 
37:29; John 10:16.

9 In choosing those who would rule with 
Christ in heaven, Jehovah selected faithful hu­
mans who had experienced life with all its 
problems. There is virtually nothing that peo­
ple have been through that these king-priests 
have not also experienced. So their life on 
earth will enhance their ability to rule over 
humans. Even Jesus himself "learned obedi­
ence from the things he suffered." (Hebrews 
5:8) The apostle Paul said about him: "We

In  every land  Jehovah's W itnesses 
make the Kingdom  th e ir m ain teaching

have as high priest, not one who cannot sym­
pathize with our weaknesses, but one who has 
been tested in all respects like ourselves, but 
without sin." (Hebrews 4:15) How comforting 
to know that in God's righteous new world, 
people will be ruled by loving, sympathetic 
kings and priests!

Was the Kingdom in God's Purpose?
10 Was the heavenly Kingdom part of God's 

original purpose when he created Adam and 
Eve? In the Genesis creation account, there 
is no mention of a Kingdom that would rule 
mankind. Jehovah himself was their Ruler, 
and as long as they obeyed him, there was no 
need for any other rulership. Genesis chapter 1 
shows that Jehovah, likely through his first­
born heavenly Son, dealt with Adam and Eve. 
The account uses such expressions as "God 
said to them" and "God went on to say" to 
them.—Genesis 1:28, 29; John 1:1.

11 The Bible says: "God saw everything he 
had made and, look! it was very good." (Gen­
esis 1:31) Everything in the garden of Eden 
was absolutely perfect. Adam and Eve lived in 
a paradise. They had perfect minds and per­
fect bodies. They could communicate with 
their Maker and he with them. And by remain-

8, 9. (a) From where do Christ's corulers come? 
(b) What confidence can we have in the rule of the 
King and his corulers?

10. Why was the Kingdom of heaven not part of 
God's original purpose?
11. What perfect start did mankind get?
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ing faithful, they would bear perfect children. 
There would have been no need for a new 
heavenly government.

12 As the human family multiplied, how 
would God communicate with all of them? 
Consider the stars of heaven. They are 
grouped together in island universes called 
galaxies. Some galaxies contain a billion stars. 
Others contain about a trillion. And scientists 
estimate that there are about 100 billion gal­
axies in the observable universe! Yet, the Cre­
ator says: "Raise your eyes high up and see. 
Who has created these things? It is the One 
who is bringing forth the army of them even 
by number, all of whom he calls even by 
name. Due to the abundance of dynamic ener­
gy, he also being vigorous in power, not one of 
them is missing."—Isaiah 40:26.

13 Since God can keep track of all these heav­
enly bodies, surely it would be no problem for 
him to keep track of a far smaller number of 
humans. Even now, millions of his servants 
pray to him daily. Those prayers reach God in­
stantly. So communicating with all perfect hu­
mans would have presented no problem for 
him. He would not have needed a heavenly 
Kingdom to keep track of them. What a mar­
velous arrangement—to have Jehovah as Ruler, 
to have direct access to him, and to have the 
prospect of never dying, living forever on a 
paradise earth!

"It Does Not Belong to Man"
14 However, humans—even perfect ones— 

would forever need Jehovah's rule. Why? Be­
cause Jehovah did not create them with the 
capacity for being successfully independent of 
his rule. That is a law of humankind, as the 
prophet Jeremiah acknowledged: "I well know, 
O Jehovah, that to earthling man his way does 
not belong. It does not belong to man who

12, 13. As perfect mankind multiplied, why would 
God still have been able to communicate with 
them?
14. Why will humans forever need Jehovah's rule?

is walking even to direct his step. Correct me, 
O Jehovah." (Jeremiah 10:23, 24) It would be 
folly for humans to think that they could suc­
cessfully regulate society without Jehovah rul­
ing them. It would be contrary to the way they 
were made. Independence from Jehovah's rule 
would, without fail, result in selfishness, hate, 
cruelty, violence, wars, and death. 'Man would 
dominate man to his injury.'—Ecclesiastes 8:9.

15 Sadly, our first parents decided that they 
did not need God as their Ruler, and they 
chose to live independently from him. As a 
result, God no longer sustained them in per­
fection. They were now like an electric ap­
pliance cut off from its source of power. So 
in time, they would slow down and stop 
—in death. They became like a defective pat­
tern, and that condition was all they could 
pass on to their offspring. (Romans 5:12) "The 
Rock [Jehovah], perfect is his activity, for all 
his ways are justice.. . .  They have acted ruin­
ously on their own part; they are not his chil­
dren, the defect is their own." (Deuteronomy 
32:4, 5) True, Adam and Eve were influenced 
by the rebel spirit creature who became Satan, 
but they had perfect minds and could have re­
jected his wrong suggestions.—Genesis 3:1-19; 
James 4:7.

16 History testifies abundantly to the result 
of independence from God. For thousands of 
years, people have tried every form of hu­
man government, every economic and social 
system. Yet, wickedness continues to "advance 
from bad to worse." (2 Timothy 3:13) The 
20th century proved that. It was filled with vi­
cious hatreds and the most violence, warfare, 
hunger, poverty, and suffering of any time in 
history. And no matter what medical advances 
have been made, sooner or later everyone dies. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10) By trying to direct their

15. What consequences came from the bad choice 
our first parents made?
16. How does history testify to the result of in­
dependence from God?
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WWI soldiers: U.S. National Archives photo; concentration camp: 
Oiwiecim Museum; child: UN PHOTO 186156/]. Isaac H isto ry  testifies to the bad resu lts  o f  independence from  Cod

own steps, humans have allowed themselves 
to become prey to Satan and his demons, so 
much so that the Bible calls Satan "the god of 
this system of things."—2 Corinthians 4:4.

The Gift of Free Will
17 Why would Jehovah let humans go their 

own way? Because he created them with the 
marvelous gift of free will, the faculty of free­
dom of choice. "Where the spirit of Jehovah 
is, there is freedom," said the apostle Paul. 
(2 Corinthians 3:17) No one wants to be a ro­
bot, having someone else decide every second 
of the day what he will say and do. But Jeho­
vah required humans to use that gift of free 
will responsibly, to see the wisdom of doing 
his will and remaining subject to him. (Gala­
tians 5:13) So freedom was not to be absolute,

17. How was God's gift of free will to be used?

Points for Review
• W h a t  is th e  th e m e  o f th e  B ib le ?

• W h o  make u p  e a rth 's  n e w  ru le rsh ip ?

• W h y  can h u m a n  ru le  in d e p e n d e n t o f 
G od never be successfu l?

• H o w  m u s t fre e  w il l  be exercised?

as that would result in anarchy. There was to 
be a regulating of it within the boundaries of 
God's benevolent laws.

18 By letting the human family go its own 
way, God has, once and for all time, demon­
strated that we need his rulership. His way of 
ruling, his sovereignty, is the only right way. It 
results in the greatest happiness, satisfaction, 
and prosperity. This is because our minds and 
bodies were designed by Jehovah to work best 
when in harmony with his laws. "I, Jehovah, 
am your God, the One teaching you to benefit 
yourself, the One causing you to tread in the 
way in which you should walk." (Isaiah 48:17) 
Free choice within the boundaries of God's 
laws would not be burdensome but would re­
sult in a delightful variety of food, homes, art, 
and music. Properly exercised, free will would 
have resulted in a wonderful, ever-fascinating 
life on a paradise earth.

19 But because of their bad choice, humans 
alienated themselves from Jehovah, becoming 
imperfect, degenerating, and dying. So they 
would need to be redeemed from that sad con­
dition and brought back into a proper rela-

18. What has God demonstrated by letting man ex­
ercise free choice?
19. What agency does God use to reconcile humans 
to himself?

14 TH E  W ATCHTO W ER • OCTOBER 15, 2000



tionship with God as his sons and daugh­
ters. The agency God chose to accomplish 
this is the Kingdom, and the Redeemer is Je­
sus Christ. (John 3:16) Through this arrange­
ment, truly repentant ones—like the prodigal 
son of Jesus' illustration—will be reconciled to 
God and accepted back by him as his children. 
—Luke 15:11-24; Romans 8:21; 2 Corinthians 
6:18.

20 Without fail, Jehovah's will is going to be

20. How is God's purpose to be fulfilled by the 
Kingdom?

accomplished on earth. (Isaiah 14:24, 27; 55: 
11) By means of his Kingdom under Christ, 
God will fully vindicate (justify or prove) his 
right to be our Sovereign. The Kingdom will 
bring an end to human and demon rule over 
this earth, and it alone will rule from heaven 
for a thousand years. (Romans 16:20; Revela­
tion 20:1-6) But during that time, how will the 
superiority of Jehovah's way of ruling be dem­
onstrated? And after the thousand years, what 
role will the Kingdom have? The following ar­
ticle will consider these questions.

W h a t  G o d 's K in g d o m  W il l  D o
"Let your kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth."

-MATTHEW 6:10.

WHEN Jesus taught his followers to pray for 
God's Kingdom, he knew that its com­

ing would bring an end to thousands of years 
of human rule independent from God. Dur­
ing all that time, God's will was not being 
done on earth in general. (Psalm 147:19,20)
But after the establishment of the Kingdom 
in heaven, God's will is to be done every­
where. The time for the awe-inspiring tran­
sition from human rule to God's heavenly 
Kingdom rule is getting very near.

2 Marking this transition will be the 
period of time that Jesus called the 
"great tribulation such as has not oc­
curred since the world's beginning un­
til now, no, nor will occur again." (Mat­
thew 24:21) The Bible does not say how

1. What will the coming of God's Kingdom 
mean?
2. What will mark the transition from human 
rule to Kingdom rule?



long that time period is to be, but the calam­
ities that are to take place during it will be 
worse than anything the world has ever seen. 
At the beginning of the great tribulation, 
something will happen that will be a severe 
shock to most people on earth: the destruc­
tion of all false religion. That will not be a 
shock to Jehovah's Witnesses, for they have 
long anticipated this. (Revelation 17:1, 15-17; 
18:1-24) The great tribulation ends at Arma­
geddon when God's Kingdom crushes the en­
tire Satanic system.—Daniel 2:44; Revelation 
16:14,16.

3 What will this mean to people "who do 
not know God and those who do not obey the 
good news" about his heavenly Kingdom in 
the hands of Christ? (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) 
Bible prophecy tells us: "Look! A calamity is 
going forth from nation to nation, and a great 
tempest itself will be roused up from the re­
motest parts of the earth. And those slain by 
Jehovah will certainly come to be in that day 
from one end of the earth clear to the other 
end of the earth. They will not be bewailed, 
neither will they be gathered up or be buried. 
As manure on the surface of the ground they 
will become."—Jeremiah 25:32, 33.

The End of Wickedness
4 For thousands of years, Jehovah God has 

tolerated wickedness, long enough for right- 
hearted individuals to see that human rule is 
a catastrophe. For example, in the 20th centu­
ry alone, more than 150 million people were 
killed in wars, revolutions, and other civil dis­
orders, according to one source. Man's vi­
ciousness was especially seen during World 
War II when some 50 million were killed, with 
many of them dying horrible deaths in Nazi 
concentration camps. Just as the Bible fore-

3. How does Jeremiah describe the destiny of dis­
obedient ones?
4. Why is Jehovah justified in ending this wicked 
system?

told, in our time 'wicked men and impostors 
have advanced from bad to worse.' (2 Timothy 
3:1-5, 13) Today, immorality, crim e, violence, 
corruption, and contempt for God's standards 
are rampant. Thus, Jehovah is fully justified in 
bringing this wicked system to its end.

5 The situation now is similar to that in Ca­
naan some 3,500 years ago. The Bible says: 
"Everything detestable to Jehovah that he 
does hate they have done to their gods, for 
even their sons and their daughters they regu­
larly burn in the fire to their gods." (Deuteron­
omy 12:31) Jehovah informed the nation of Is­
rael: "It is for the wickedness of these nations 
that Jehovah your God is driving them away 
from before you." (Deuteronomy 9:5) Bible 
historian Henry H. Halley noted: "The wor­
ship of Baal, Ashtoreth, and other Canaanite 
gods consisted in the most extravagant orgies; 
their temples were centers of vice."

6 Halley showed how gross their wickedness
had become, for in one of many such areas, 
archaeologists "found great numbers of jars 
containing the remains of children who had 
been sacrificed to Baal." He said: "The whole 
area proved to be a cemetery for new-born 
babes—  Canaanites worshipped, by immoral 
indulgence, as a religious rite, in the presence 
of their gods; and then, by murdering their 
first-born children, as a sacrifice to these same 
gods. It seems that, in large measure, the land 
of Canaan had become a sort of Sodom and 
Gomorrah on a national scale___ Did a civili­
zation of such abominable filth and brutality 
have any right longer to exist? . . . Archaeolo­
gists who dig in the ruins of Canaanite cities 
wonder that God did not destroy them sooner 
than he did."

Inheriting the Earth
7 Just as God cleansed Canaan, he will soon 

cleanse the entire earth and give it to those

5, 6. Describe the wickedness that existed in an­
cient Canaan.
7, 8. How will God cleanse this earth?
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"Th e re  is go ing  to be a resurrection o f both the rig h teous and the u n rig h te o u s"

who do his will. "The upright are the ones 
that will reside in the earth, and the blameless 
are the ones that will be left over in it. As re­
gards the wicked, they will be cut off from the 
very earth." (Proverbs 2:21, 22) And the 
psalmist says: "Just a little while longer, and 
the wicked one will be no more . . . But the 
meek ones themselves will possess the earth, 
and they will indeed find their exquisite de­
light in the abundance of peace." (Psalm 37: 
10,11) Also removed will be Satan, so that "he 
might not mislead the nations anymore until 
the thousand years were ended." (Revelation 
20:1-3) Yes, "the world is passing away and so

is its desire, but he that does the will of God 
remains forever."—1 John 2:17.

8 Summing up the grand hope for those 
who want to live forever on earth, Jesus said: 
"Happy are the mild-tempered ones, since 
they will inherit the earth." (Matthew 5:5) 
Likely he was referring to Psalm 37:29, which 
foretold: "The righteous themselves will pos­
sess the earth, and they will reside forever 
upon it." Jesus knew that it was Jehovah's pur­
pose to have righthearted ones live on a para­
dise earth forever. Jehovah says: "I myself 
have made the earth, mankind and the beasts 
that are upon the surface of the earth by my
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great power . . . ,  and I have given it to whom 
it has proved right in my eyes."—Jeremiah 
27:5.

A Marvelous New World
9 After Armageddon, God's Kingdom will 

usher in a marvelous "new earth" in which 
"righteousness is to dwell." (2 Peter 3:13) 
What a tremendous relief it will be for Ar­
mageddon survivors to be rid of this oppres­
sive wicked system of things! How delighted 
they will be to have entered the righteous new 
world under the heavenly Kingdom govern­
ment, with marvelous blessings and everlast­
ing life in view!—Revelation 7:9-17.

10 No more will people be threatened by 
war, crime, hunger, or even predatory ani­
mals. "I will conclude with [my people] a cov­
enant of peace, and I shall certainly cause the 
injurious wild beast to cease out of the land

9. What kind of world will God's Kingdom ush­
er in?
10. What bad things will no longer exist under 
Kingdom rule?

. . .  And the tree of the field must give its fruit­
age, and the land itself will give its yield, and 
they will actually prove to be on their soil in 
security." "They will have to beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into prun­
ing shears. They will not lift up sword, na­
tion against nation, neither will they learn 
war anymore. And they will actually sit, each 
one under his vine and under his fig tree, and 
there will be no one making them tremble." 
—Ezekiel 34:25-28; Micah 4:3, 4.

11 Sickness, sorrow, and even death will be 
eliminated. "No resident will say: 'I am sick.' 
The people that are dwelling in the land will 
be those pardoned for their error." (Isaiah 33: 
24) "[God] will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. 
The former things have passed away. . . . 
'Look! I am making all things new.'" (Reve­
lation 21:4, 5) When he was on earth, Jesus

11. Why can we have confidence that physical ail­
ments will end?

Loyal ones w ill come back in to  a 
p ro p e r re la tio nsh ip  w ith  Jehovah



demonstrated his ability to do those things 
by the power that God had given him. With 
the backing of the holy spirit, Jesus went 
throughout the land healing the lame and 
curing the sick.—Matthew 15:30, 31.

12 Jesus did even more. He raised the dead. 
How did humble people react? When he res­
urrected a 12-year-old girl, her parents "were 
beside themselves with great ecstasy." (Mark 
5:42) This was another example of what Je­
sus will do earth wide under Kingdom rule, 
for then "there is going to be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the unrighteous." 
(Acts 24:15) Imagine the great ecstasy when 
group after group of the dead come back to 
life and are reunited with their loved ones! 
No doubt there will be a great educational 
work under Kingdom supervision so that "the 
earth will certainly be filled with the knowl­
edge of Jehovah as the waters are covering the 
very sea."—Isaiah 11:9.

Jehovah's Sovereignty Vindicated
13 By the end of the thousand years of King­

dom rule, the human family will have been 
restored to perfection of mind and body. The 
earth will be a global garden of Eden, a para­
dise. Peace, happiness, security, and a loving 
human society will have been attained. Nev­
er in human history before Kingdom rule was 
anything like this seen. What a vast contrast 
will then have been demonstrated between 
the previous thousands of years of miserable 
rulership by humans and the magnificent rul- 
ership by God's heavenly Kingdom of a thou­
sand years! The rule of God through his King­
dom will have been shown to be completely 
superior in every respect. God's right to rule, 
his sovereignty, will have been totally vindi­
cated.

14 At the end of the thousand years, Je-

12. What hope is there for the dead?
13. How will the rightness of God's rule be shown?
14. What will happen to rebels when the thousand 
years end?

hovah will allow perfect humans to exercise 
their free choice as to whom they want to 
serve. The Bible shows that "Satan will be let 
loose out of his prison." He will again try to 
mislead humans, some of whom will choose 
independence from God. To prevent 'distress 
from rising up a second time,' Jehovah will 
annihilate Satan, his demons, and all who 
rebel against Jehovah's sovereignty. No one 
could object that any humans who are de­
stroyed eternally at that time did not have a 
chance or that their wrong course was due 
to imperfection. No, they will be like perfect 
Adam and Eve, who willingly chose to rebel 
against Jehovah's righteous rule.—Revelation 
20:7-10; Nahum 1:9.

15 On the other hand, likely the vast ma­
jority of people will choose to uphold Jeho­
vah's sovereignty. With every rebel annihilat­
ed, the righteous will stand before Jehovah, 
having passed the final test of loyalty. These 
loyal ones will then be accepted by Jehovah as 
his sons and daughters. They therefore come 
back into the relationship that Adam and Eve 
had with God before they rebelled. Hence, 
Romans 8:21 will be fulfilled: "The creation it­
self [humankind] also will be set free from en­
slavement to corruption and have the glori­
ous freedom of the children of God." The 
prophet Isaiah foretells: "[God] will actually 
swallow up death forever, and the Sovereign 
Lord Jehovah will certainly wipe the tears 
from all faces."—Isaiah 25:8.

The Hope of Everlasting Life
16 What a wonderful prospect awaits faith­

ful ones, to know that God will forever show­
er down on them an overflow of spiritual and 
material benefits! The psalmist rightly said: 
"You are opening your hand and satisfying the

15. What relationship will loyal ones have with Je­
hovah?
16. Why is it proper to look forward to the reward 
of everlasting life?
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[proper] desire of every living thing." (Psalm 
145:16) Jehovah encourages those of the 
earthly class to have this hope of life in Par­
adise as part of their faith in him. While the 
issue of Jehovah's sovereignty is more impor­
tant, he does not ask people to serve him with 
no prospect of a reward. Throughout the Bi­
ble, loyalty to God and the hope of eternal life 
are inseparably bound together as necessary 
parts of a Christian's faith in God. "He that ap­
proaches God must believe that he is and that 
he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly 
seeking him."—Hebrews 11:6.

17 Jesus said: "This means everlasting life, 
their taking in knowledge of you, the only 
true God, and of the one whom you sent 
forth, Jesus Christ." (John 17:3) Here he tied 
in knowing God and his purposes with the re­
ward that this brings. As an example, when a 
wrongdoer asked to be remembered after Jesus 
came into his Kingdom, Jesus said: "You will 
be with me in Paradise." (Luke 23:43) He did 
not tell the man to have faith even if he did 
not get a reward. He knew that Jehovah wants 
his servants to have the hope of everlasting 
life on a paradise earth to help sustain them 
as they meet with various trials in this world. 
Thus, looking forward to the reward is a vital 
help in enduring as a Christian.

17. How did Jesus show that it was proper to be sus­
tained by our hope?

Points for Review
• W h a t  t ra n s it io n  in  ru le rs h ip  are w e  

n e a rin g ?

• H o w  w il l  G od ju d g e  th e  w icked and  
th e  r ig h te o u s?

• W h a t c o n d itio n s  w i l l  e x is t in  th e  ne w  
w o rld ?

• H o w  w il l  Jehovah 's so v e re ig n ty  be 
fu l ly  v ind ic a te d ?

The Future of the Kingdom
18 Since the Kingdom was a subsidiary gov­

ernment that Jehovah used to bring the 
earth and its human inhabitants into per­
fection and reconciliation to him, what role 
is there for the King Jesus Christ and the 
144,000 kings and priests after the Millen­
nium? "Next, the end, when he hands over 
the kingdom to his God and Father, when he 
has brought to nothing all government and 
all authority and power. For he must rule as 
king until God has put all enemies under his 
feet."—1 Corinthians 15:24, 25.

19 When Christ hands over the Kingdom 
to God, how are the scriptures to be under­
stood that speak of it as lasting forever? The 
Kingdom's accomplishments will endure for­
ever. Christ will be honored forever because 
of his role in working for the vindication of 
God's sovereignty. But since sin and death are 
then completely removed, and mankind has 
been redeemed, this ends the need for him as 
a Redeemer. The Millennial Rule of the King­
dom will also have been fully accomplished; 
so there will no longer be a need for a sub­
sidiary government to remain between Jeho­
vah and obedient mankind. Thus, "God may 
be all things to everyone."—1 Corinthians 
15:28.

20 What future role will Christ and his joint 
rulers have after the Millennial Reign is com­
pleted? The Bible does not say. Yet, we can be 
certain that Jehovah will give them many fur­
ther privileges of service throughout his cre­
ation. May all of us today uphold Jehovah's 
sovereignty and be granted eternal life, so that 
in the future, we will be alive to find out what 
Jehovah has purposed for the King and his 
fellow kings and priests, as well as for his en­
tire awesome universe!

18, 19. What will happen to the King and the King­
dom at the end of the Millennial Reign?
20. How can we find out what the future holds for 
Christ and the 144,000?
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H a v e  I M a d e
|i the Holy Spirit i| 

M y  Pe r s o n a l  H e l p e r ?
Th e o l o g ia n s , not to speak of people in 

general, have any number of ideas about 
the identity of God's holy spirit. Yet, such un­
certainty is unnecessary. The Bible clearly ex­
plains what the holy spirit is. Rather than be­
ing a person, as some claim, it is the powerful 
active force that God uses to carry out his will. 
—Psalm 104:30; Acts 2:33; 4:31; 2 Peter 1:21.

Since the holy spirit is so closely relat­
ed to the accomplishment of God's purposes, 
we should want our lives to be in agreement 
with it. We should want it to be our personal 
helper.

A Helper—Why Needed?
Anticipating his departure from earth, Jesus 

reassured his disciples: "I will request the Fa­
ther and he will give you another helper to be 
with you forever." And again: "Nevertheless, I 
am telling you the truth, It is for your benefit 
I am going away. For if I do not go away, the 
helper will by no means come to you; but if I 
do go my way, I will send him to you."—John 
14:16, 17; 16:7.

Jesus gave his disciples a serious commis­
sion by instructing them: "Go therefore and 
make disciples of people of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teach­
ing them to observe all the things I have com­
manded you." (Matthew 28:19, 20) No easy 
task this, for it was to be accomplished in the 
face of opposition.—Matthew 10:22, 23.

Opposition from outside was to be accom­
panied by a degree of friction from within the 
congregation. "Now I exhort you, brothers,"

Paul wrote Christians in Rome about 56 C.E., 
"to keep your eye on those who cause divi­
sions and occasions for stumbling contrary to 
the teaching that you have learned, and avoid 
them." (Romans 16:17, 18) This situation 
would grow worse once the apostles died. Paul 
warned: "I know that after my going away op­
pressive wolves will enter in among you and 
will not treat the flock with tenderness, and 
from among you yourselves men will rise and 
speak twisted things to draw away the disciples 
after themselves."—Acts 20:29, 30.

God's help was needed to counteract these 
obstacles. He did so through Jesus. After his 
resurrection, on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., 
some 120 of his followers "all became filled 
with holy spirit."—Acts 1:15; 2:4.

The disciples recognized that the holy spir­
it poured out on this occasion was the help 
that Jesus had promised. They undoubtedly 
now better understood the identification that 
Jesus had provided: "The helper; the holy spirit, 
which the Father will send in my name, that 
one will teach you all things and bring back to 
your minds all the things I told you." (John 14: 
26) He also called it 'the helper, the spirit of 
the truth.'—John 15:26.

How Is the Spirit a Helper?
The spirit was to serve as a helper in several 

ways. First, Jesus promised that it would bring 
back to the minds of his disciples the things 
he had told them. By this he meant more than 
just helping them to recall words. The spirit 
was to help them to understand the deeper 
meaning and significance of what he had
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taught. (John 16:12-14) In short, the spirit was 
to lead his disciples to a better understanding 
of the truth. The apostle Paul later wrote: "It is 
to us God has revealed them through his spir­
it, for the spirit searches into all things, even 
the deep things of God." (1 Corinthians 2:10) 
For Jesus' anointed followers to pass on ac­
curate knowledge to others, their own under­
standing needed to be well-grounded.

Second, Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
and to do so often. If they at times were un­
sure about what they should pray for, the spir­
it could intercede for or help them. "In like 
manner the spirit also joins in with help for 
our weakness; for the problem of what we 
should pray for as we need to we do not know, 
but the spirit itself pleads for us with groan- 
ings unuttered."—Romans 8:26.

Third, the spirit was to assist Jesus' disciples 
in publicly defending the truth. He warned 
them: "They will deliver you up to local 
courts, and they will scourge you in their syn­
agogues. Why, you will be haled before gov­
ernors and kings for my sake, for a witness to 
them and the nations. However, when they 
deliver you up, do not become anxious about 
how or what you are to speak; for what you 
are to speak will be given you in that hour; 
for the ones speaking are not just you, but it is 
the spirit of your Father that speaks by you." 
—Matthew 10:17-20.

The holy spirit would also help to iden­
tify the Christian congregation and move its 
members to make wise personal decisions. Let 
us discuss these two aspects of this subject 
in more detail and see what significance they 
have for us today.

To Serve as an Identifying Mark
For centuries the Jews served under the Mo­

saic Law as God's chosen people. Because 
they rejected Jesus as the Messiah, he foretold 
that shortly they themselves would be reject­
ed: "Did you never read in the Scriptures, The 
stone that the builders rejected is the one that

has become the chief cornerstone. From  Jeho­
vah this has come to be, and it is marvel­
ous in our eyes'? This is why I say to you, The 
kingdom of God will be taken from you and 
be given to a nation producing its fruits." (Mat­
thew 21:42, 43) Once the Christian congrega­
tion was founded at Pentecost 33 C.E., Christ's 
followers became the "nation producing its 
fruits." From then on, this congregation was 
God's channel of communication. To enable 
people to recognize this transfer of divine fa­
vor, God provided an unmistakable identifying 
mark.

At Pentecost the holy spirit enabled the dis­
ciples to speak in languages they had nev­
er learned, causing onlookers to react with 
astonishment and ask: "How is it we are hear­
ing, each one of us, his own language in which 
we were born?" (Acts 2:7, 8) The ability to 
speak in unknown languages, along with the 
"many portents and signs [that] began to occur 
through the apostles," led some three thou­
sand persons to recognize that God's spirit was 
truly operative—Acts 2:41, 43.

Also, by bringing forth "the fruitage of the 
spirit"—love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kind­
ness, goodness, faith, mildness, self-control— 
Christ's disciples were clearly identified as be­
ing God's servants. (Galatians 5:22, 23) Love, 
in fact, outstandingly identified the true Chris­
tian congregation. Jesus foretold: "By this all 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love among yourselves."—John 13:34, 35.

Members of the early Christian congrega­
tion accepted the leading of God's holy spir­
it and took advantage of the help it offered. 
While Christians today realize that God is not 
now raising the dead and performing miracles 
as in the first century, they allow the fruitage of 
God's spirit to identify them as being genuine 
disciples of Jesus Christ.—1 Corinthians 13:8.

A Helper in Making Personal Decisions
The Bible is a product of holy spirit. Thus, 

when we allow ourselves to be persuaded by
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the Bible, it is as though the holy spirit were 
instructing us. (2 Timothy 3:16,17) It can help 
us to make wise decisions. But do we let it?

What about our choice of occupation or em­
ployment? Holy spirit will enable us to view 
a prospective job from Jehovah's standpoint. 
Our employment must harmonize with Bi­
ble principles, and preferably it ought to 
help us pursue theocratic goals. The salary or 
the prominence and prestige connected with 
a job are truly of lesser importance. More sig­
nificant is whether it provides us with the 
necessities of life and allows us sufficient time 
and opportunity to fulfill our Christian obliga­
tions.

A desire to enjoy life is normal and proper. 
(Ecclesiastes 2:24; 11:9) So a balanced Chris­
tian may pursue recreation for refreshment 
and for enjoyment. But he ought to choose 
recreation that reflects the spirit's fruitage, not 
the kind that features "the works of the flesh." 
Paul explains: "Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, and they are fornication, unclean­
ness, loose conduct, idolatry, practice of spirit­
ism, enmities, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
contentions, divisions, sects, envies, drunken 
bouts, revelries, and things like these." Becom­
ing "egotistical, stirring up competition with 
one another, envying one another" are also to 
be avoided.—Galatians 5:16-26.

It is similar with regard to choosing friends. 
It is wise to choose them according to spiri­
tuality, not according to outward appearance 
or possessions. The man David was obviously 
God's friend, for God described him as being 
"a man agreeable to [his] heart." (Acts 13:22) 
Ignoring outward appearance, God chose Da­
vid to be king of Israel, according to the prin­
ciple: "Not the way man sees is the way God 
sees, because mere man sees what appears to 
the eyes; but as for Jehovah, he sees what the 
heart is."—1 Samuel 16:7.

Thousands of friendships have faltered be­
cause they were based on outward appearance

or on possessions. Friendships based on un­
certain riches can end suddenly. (Proverbs 14: 
20) God's spirit-inspired Word advises us that 
when choosing friends, we should pick those 
who can assist us to serve Jehovah. It tells us to 
concentrate on giving rather than on receiv­
ing because giving brings greater joy. (Acts 20: 
35) Time and affection are among the most 
precious things we can give our friends.

To a Christian seeking a marriage mate, the 
Bible provides spirit-inspired advice. In a way, 
it says: 'Look beyond the face and the figure. 
Look at the feet.' The feet? Yes, in this sense: 
Are they being used to carry out Jehovah's 
work of preaching the good news, and are they 
thus comely, as it were, in his sight? Are they 
shod with the message of truth and the good 
news of peace? We read: "How comely upon 
the mountains are the feet of the one bring­
ing good news, the one publishing peace, the 
one bringing good news of something better, 
the one publishing salvation, the one saying 
to Zion: 'Your God has become king!' "—Isaiah 
52:7; Ephesians 6:15.

Living as we do in "critical times hard to 
deal with," we need help in doing God's will. 
(2 Timothy 3:1) The helper, God's holy spir­
it, gave powerful support to the work of Chris­
tians in the first century, including being their 
personal helper. Diligently studying God's 
Word, a product of holy spirit, is a prime way 
that we too can make the holy spirit our per­
sonal helper. Have we?

In O ur N ext  Issu e

M o ra l V a lu e s  o n  th e  D e c lin e

A  G o d ly  V ie w  o f M o ra l C le a n n e ss

H o w  D o  Y o u  M e a su re  Su c c e ss?
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Working in the "Field"
BEFORE THE HARVEST

THE disciples of the Great Teacher were puzzled. Jesus had 
just related a brief story about wheat and weeds. It was one 

of a number of parables that he spoke that day. When he was 
finished, most in his audience left. But his followers knew that 
there must be a particular meaning to his parables—especially 
the one about the wheat and the weeds. They knew that Jesus 
was not just an interesting storyteller.

Matthew reports that they asked: "Explain to us the illus­
tration of the weeds in the field." In response, Jesus interpret­
ed the parable, foretelling a great apostasy that would develop 
among his professed disciples. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-38, 43) 
This did occur, and apostasy spread quickly after the death of 

the apostle John. (Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thessa-



What Henry Grew Believed

Jehovah's nam e ha! 

been reproached, 

and it  needs to  be 
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T h e  T r in ity , im ­
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trin e s .
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separate fro m  the  w o rld .

C h ris tia n s  sh o u ld  have no p a rt in w ars  

o f th e  na tions.

C h ris tia n s  are n o t u n d e r a Sa turday o r 

Sund a y Sabbath law.

C h ristia n s  sh o u ld  n o t be long to  secret 
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conduct, above reproach.
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Paradise on e a rth .

C h ristia n  song sh o u ld  be pra ises to  

Jehovah and C h rist.
Photo: Collection of The New-York Historical Society/69288

I____________________

at Luke 18:8, seemed very appropriate: "When 
the Son of Man arrives, will he really find the 
faith on the earth?"

Jesus' arrival would mark the beginning of 
"the harvest" of wheatlike Christians. That 
would be a mark of the 'conclusion of the 
system of things/ which began in 1914. So it 
should not surprise us that there were stirrings 
of interest in Bible truth in the period lead­
ing up to the onset of the harvest.—Matthew 
13:39.

An examination of the historical record 
makes it evident that especially from the 
15th century onward, minds were being 
stirred, even among the masses in Christen­
dom who were like the "weeds," or imitation 
Christians. As the Bible became freely avail­
able and Bible concordances were prepared, 
honesthearted individuals started searching 
the Scriptures carefully.

The Light Brightens
Among such men at the turn of the 

19th century was Henry Grew (1781-1862), 
from Birmingham, England. At the age of 13, 
he sailed with his family across the Atlantic 
to the United States, arriving on July 8, 1795. 
They settled in Providence, Rhode Island. His 
parents instilled in him a love for the Bible. In 
1807, at age 25, Grew was invited to serve as 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Hartford, Con­
necticut.

He took his teaching responsibilities seri­
ously and tried to assist those in his care 
to live in harmony with the Scriptures. How­
ever, he believed in keeping the congregation 
clean from any person who willingly practiced 
sin. At times, he, along with other responsi­
ble men in the church, had to expel (disfellow- 
ship) those who committed fornication or en­
gaged in other unclean practices.

There were other problems in the church 
that disturbed him. They had men who were 
not church members handling the business
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affairs of the church and leading the sing­
ing at the services. These men could also 
vote on matters of concern to the congrega­
tion and thereby have some control of its af­
fairs. Based on the principle of separateness 
from the world, Grew very strongly believed 
that only faithful men should perform these 
functions. (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; James 1:27) 
In his view, to have unbelievers sing songs of 
praise to God was blasphemy. Because of this 
stand, in 1811, Henry Grew was rejected by the 
church. Other members with like views sepa­
rated from the church at the same time.

Separating From Christendom
This group, including Henry Grew, started a 

study of the Bible with the aim of conforming 
their lives and activities to its counsel. Their 
studies rapidly led them to a greater under­
standing of Bible truth and caused them to ex­
pose the errors of Christendom. For example, 
in 1824, Grew wrote a well-reasoned ref­
utation of the Trinity. Note the logic in this 
passage from his writings: " 'Of that day, and 
that hour knoweth no m an , no not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father/  [Mark 13:32] Observe here the grada­
tion in the scale of being. Man, Angels, Son,
Father___Our Lord teaches us that the Father
only knew of that day. But this is not true, if, 
as some suppose, the Father, Word, and Holy 
Spirit are three persons in one God; for, ac­
cording to this [teaching, the Trinity doc­
trine,] the . . . Son knew it equally with the 
Father."

Grew exposed the hypocrisy of clergymen 
and military commanders who made a pre­
tense of service to Christ. In 1828 he de­
clared: "Can we conceive of a greater incon­
gruity, than for a Christian to go from his 
closet, where he has been praying for his ene­
mies, and command his troops to plunge the 
weapons of death with fiend like fury, into 
the hearts of those very enemies? In the one 
case, he happily resembles his dying Master;

but whom does he resemble in the other? Je­
sus prayed for his murderers. Christians mur­
der those for whom they pray/'

Even more forcefully, Grew wrote: "When 
shall we believe the Almighty who assures us 
that he is 'not mocked?' When shall we under­
stand the nature, the genius, of that holy re­
ligion which requires us to abstain from even 
the 'appearance of evil?'. . .  Is it not a libel on 
the Son of the blessed, to suppose that his reli­
gion requires a man to act like an angel in one 
relation, and allows him to act like a demon in 
another?"

Eternal Life Not Inherent
During those years before radio and televi­

sion, a popular way to express one's viewpoint 
was to write and distribute pamphlets. About 
1835, Grew penned an important pamphlet 
that exposed the teachings of the immortality 
of the soul and hellfire as unscriptural. He felt 
that these doctrines blasphemed God.

This pamphlet was to have far-reaching ef­
fects. In 1837, 40-year-old George Storrs found 
a copy on a train. Storrs was a native of Leba­
non, New Hampshire, residing by this time in 
Utica, New York.

He was a highly respected minister in the 
Methodist-Episcopal Church. Upon reading 
the pamphlet, he was impressed that such a 
strong argument could be made against these 
basic teachings of Christendom, which he had 
never before doubted. He did not know who 
the author was, and it was not until some 
years later, at least by 1844, that he met Henry 
Grew while both were residing in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. However, Storrs studied the mat­
ter on his own for three years, speaking only 
with other ministers about it.

Finally, since no one could refute the things 
he was learning, George Storrs decided that he 
could not be faithful to God if he remained 
in the Methodist Church. He resigned in 1840 
and moved to Albany, New York.
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In the early spring of 1842, Storrs gave a se­
ries of six lectures in six weeks on the subject 
"An Inquiry—Are the Wicked Immortal?" The 
interest was so great that he revised it for pub­
lication, and over the next 40 years, it reached 
a circulation of 200,000 in the United States 
and Great Britain. Storrs and Grew collaborated 
in debates against the immortal soul doctrine. 
Grew continued zealously preaching until his 
death on August 8,1862, in Philadelphia.

Shortly after Storrs presented the six lec­
tures just mentioned, he became interested in

What George Storrs Believed

jesus paid his life as 
the ransom price 
for mankind.

The preaching of 
the good news 
has not yet been 
done (in 1871).

Because of that, the 
end could not be near at 
that time (in 1871). There would have 
to be a future age in which the preach­
ing would be done.

There will be people who inherit ever­
lasting life on earth.

There is to be a resurrection of all who 
died in ignorance. Those accepting the 
ransom sacrifice of Christ will receive 
eternal life on earth. Those rejecting it 
will be destroyed.

Immortality of the soul and hellfire are 
false doctrines that dishonor God.

The Lord's Evening Meal is an annual 
observance on Nisan 14.
Photo: 5/X SERMONS, by George Storrs (1855)

the preaching of William Miller, who was ex­
pecting the visible return of Christ in 1843. For 
about two years, Storrs was actively involved in 
preaching this message throughout the north­
eastern United States. After 1844, he would no 
longer go along with setting any date for 
Christ's return, yet he did not object if oth­
ers wanted to investigate chronology. Storrs be­
lieved that Christ's return was near and that 
it was important for Christians to keep awake 
and spiritually alert, ready for the day of in­
spection. But he parted company with Miller's 
group because they accepted unscriptural doc­
trines, such as the immortality of the soul, the 
burning of the world, and the absence of any 
hope for everlasting life for those who die in ig­
norance.

To What Would the Love 
of God Lead?

Storrs was repelled by the Adventist view 
that God would resurrect wicked people for 
the sole purpose of putting them to death 
again. He could see no evidence in the 
Scriptures for such a pointless and venge­
ful act on God's part. Storrs and his associates 
went to the other extreme and concluded that 
the wicked would not be resurrected at all. 
Though they had difficulty explaining certain 
scriptures that referred to the resurrection of 
the unrighteous, their conclusion seemed to 
them to be more in harmony with God's love. 
A further step in the understanding of God's 
purpose was soon to come.

In 1870, Storrs became very sick and could 
not work for some months. During this time, 
he was able to reexamine all that he had 
learned throughout his 74 years. He conclud­
ed that he had missed a vital part of God's pur­
pose toward mankind as indicated in the Abra- 
hamic covenant—that 'all the families of the 
earth would bless themselves because Abra­
ham listened to God's voice.'—Genesis 22:18; 
Acts 3:25.
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This brought a new thought to his mind. 
If "all the families" were to be blessed, would 
not all have to hear the good news? How 
would they hear it? Were not millions upon 
millions already dead? On further examina­
tion of the Scriptures, he came to the conclu­
sion that there were two classes of dead "wick­
ed" individuals: those who had conclusively 
rejected the love of God and those who had 
died in ignorance.

The latter, Storrs concluded, would have to 
be raised from the dead to give them a chance 
to benefit from the ransom sacrifice of Christ 
Jesus. Those who accepted it would live forever 
on earth. Those who rejected it would be de­
stroyed. Yes, Storrs believed that no one would 
be raised by God without having hope before 
him. Eventually, no one would be dead for 
the sin of Adam except Adam! But what about 
those living during the return of the Lord Je­
sus Christ? Storrs finally came to see that a 
global preaching campaign would have to be 
undertaken to reach them. He had not the 
slightest idea how such a thing could be done, 
but in faith he wrote: "Yet too many, if they 
cannot see just how a thing is to be done reject 
it, as if it were impossible for God to do it be­
cause they cannot see the process."

George Storrs died in December 1879, at his 
home in Brooklyn, New York, just a few blocks 
from what would later become the focal point 
of the global preaching campaign that he had 
so eagerly anticipated.

Further Light Needed
Did such men as Henry Grew and George 

Storrs understand the truth as clearly as we do 
today? No. They were aware of their struggle, 
as Storrs stated in 1847: "We should do well to 
remember that we have but just emerged from 
the dark ages of the church; and it would not 
be at all strange if we should find some 'Bab­
ylonish garments' still worn by us for truth." 
Grew, for example, appreciated the ransom

In 1909, C. T. Russell' editor of 
"Zion's Watch Tower/' moved to 

Brooklyn, New York; U.S.A.

provided by Jesus, but he did not under­
stand that it was a "corresponding ransom," 
that is, the perfect human life of Jesus given 
in exchange for the lost perfect human life of 
Adam. (1 Timothy 2:6) Henry Grew also erro­
neously believed that Jesus would return and 
rule visibly on earth. However, Grew did have 
concern for the sanctification of Jehovah's 
name, a subject that had been of interest to 
very few people since the second century C.E.

George Storrs likewise did not have a cor­
rect understanding of some important points. 
He was able to see falsehoods promoted by 
the clergy, but sometimes he went to the op­
posite extreme. For example, apparently over­
reacting to the orthodox clergy's view of Sa­
tan, Storrs rejected the idea of the Devil as an
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actual person. He rejected the Trinity; yet, he 
was uncertain until shortly before his death as 
to whether the holy spirit was a person. While 
George Storrs expected that Christ's return 
would originally be invisible, he thought that 
eventually there would be a visible appear­
ing. Nonetheless, it seems that both men were 
honesthearted and sincere, and they came far 
closer to the truth than most.

The "field" that Jesus described in the par­
able of the wheat and the weeds was not quite 
ready to be harvested. (Matthew 13:38) Grew, 
Storrs, and others were working in the "field" 
in preparation for the harvest.

Charles Taze Russell, who started publish­
ing this magazine in 1879, wrote concerning 
his early years: "The Lord gave us many helps 
in the study of His word, among whom stood 
prominently, our dearly beloved and aged 
brother, George Storrs, who, both by word 
and pen gave us much assistance; but we ever 
sought not to be followers of men, however 
good and wise, but 'Followers of God as dear 
children.'" Yes, sincere Bible students could 
benefit from the efforts of men like Grew and 
Storrs, but it still was vital to examine God's 
Word, the Bible, as the real source of the truth. 
-Jo h n  17:17.

Questions From Readers

In the light of Bible commands about the 
proper use of blood, how do Jehovah's Witness­
es view medical procedures using one's own 
blood?

Rather than deciding solely on the basis of per­
sonal preference or some medical recommenda­
tion, each Christian ought to consider seriously 
what the Bible says. It is a matter between him 
and Jehovah.

Jehovah, to whom we owe our lives, decreed 
that blood should not be consumed. (Genesis 9: 
3, 4) In the Law for ancient Israel, God limit­
ed the use of blood because it represents life. He 
decreed: "The soul [or life] of the flesh is in the 
blood, and I myself have put it upon the altar for 
you to make atonement for your souls." What if 
a man killed an animal for food? God said: "He 
must in that case pour its blood out and cover it 
with dust."* (Leviticus 17:11,13) Jehovah repeat­
ed this command again and again. (Deuterono­
my 12:16, 24; 15:23) The Jewish Soncino Chumash 
notes: "The blood must not be stored but ren-

* Professor Frank H. Gorman writes: "The pouring out 
of the blood is best understood as an act of reverence 
that demonstrates respect for the life of the animal and, 
thus, respect for God, who created and continues to care 
for that life."

dered unfit for consumption by pouring it on the 
ground." No Israelite was to appropriate, store, 
and use the blood of another creature, whose life 
belonged to God.

The obligation to keep the Mosaic Law ended 
when the Messiah died. Yet, God's view of the sa­
credness of blood remains. Moved by God's holy 
spirit, the apostles directed Christians to 'abstain 
from blood.' That command was not to be taken 
lightly. It was as important morally as abstaining 
from sexual immorality or idolatry. (Acts 15:28, 
29; 21:25) When donating and transfusing blood 
became common in the 20th century, Jehovah's 
Witnesses understood that this practice conflict­
ed with God's Word.*

Occasionally, a doctor will urge a patient to de­
posit his own blood weeks before surgery (pre­
operative autologous blood donation, or PAD) so 
that if the need arises, he could transfuse the pa­
tient with his own stored blood. However, such 
collecting, storing, and transfusing of blood di­
rectly contradicts what is said in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy. Blood is not to be stored; it is to be 
poured out—returned to God, as it were. Grant-

* The Watchtower of July 1, 1951, answered key ques­
tions about this subject, showing why transfusions of do­
nated blood are not appropriate.
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ed, the Mosaic Law is not in force now. Never­
theless, Jehovah's Witnesses respect the princi­
ples God included in it, and they are determined 
to 'abstain from blood.' Hence, we do not donate 
blood, nor do we store for transfusion our blood 
that should be 'poured out.' That practice con­
flicts with God's law.

Other procedures or tests involving an individ­
ual's own blood are not so clearly in conflict with 
God's stated principles. For instance, many Chris­
tians have allowed some of their blood to be 
withdrawn for testing or analysis, after which the 
sample is discarded. Other more complex proce­
dures involving one's blood may also be recom­
mended.

For example, during certain surgical proce­
dures, some blood may be diverted from the 
body in a process called hemodilution. The blood 
remaining in the patient is diluted. Later, his 
blood in the external circuit is directed back into 
him, thus bringing his blood count closer to nor­
mal. Similarly, blood that flows into a wound may 
be captured and filtered so that the red cells can 
be returned to the patient; this is called cell sal­
vage. In a different process, blood may be di­
rected to a machine that temporarily carries on a 
function normally handled by body organs (for

example, the heart, lungs, or kidneys). The blood 
from the machine is then returned to the patient. 
In other procedures, blood is diverted to a sepa­
rator (centrifuge) so that damaging or defective 
portions of it can be eliminated. Or the goal may 
be to isolate some of a blood component and ap­
ply that elsewhere on the body. There are also 
tests in which a quantity of blood is withdrawn in 
order to tag it or to mix it with medicine, where­
upon it is put back into the patient.

The details may vary, and new procedures, 
treatments, and tests will certainly be developed. 
It is not our place to analyze each variation and 
render a decision. A Christian must decide for 
himself how his own blood will be handled in 
the course of a surgical procedure, medical test, 
or current therapy. Ahead of time, he should ob­
tain from the doctor or technician the facts about 
what might be done with his blood during the 
procedure. Then he must decide according to 
what his conscience permits. (See box.)

Christians should bear in mind their dedica­
tion to God and obligation 'to love him with 
their whole heart, whole soul, whole strength, 
and whole mind.' (Luke 10:27) Unlike most in the 
world, Jehovah's Witnesses highly treasure their 
good relationship with God. The Life-Giver urges 
all to trust in Jesus' shed blood. We read: "By 
means of him [Jesus Christ] we have the release 
by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses."—Ephesians 1:7.

Q u e s t io n s  t o  
A s k  Y o u r s e l f

If some of my blood will be di­
verted outside my body and the 
flow might even be interrupted for 
a time, will my conscience allow me 
to view this blood as still part of me, 
thus not requiring that it be 'poured 
out on the ground'?

Would my Bible-trained con­
science be troubled if during a di­
agnostic or therapeutic procedure 
some of my own blood was with­
drawn, modified, and directed back 
into (or onto) my body?



A n Ex a m p le  o f  U n ity"

THAT was the title of an editori­
al published in a newspaper in 

Indaiatuba, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Who 
provided the example? "Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who plan to build a new 
'Kingdom Hall,' as their temples or 
auditoriums are called, are giving a 
positive and concrete example of co­
operation that cannot be ignored," ex­
plained the writer.

The unity among Jehovah's W it­
nesses is evident on such occasions. 
Thus, the article pointed out: " I t  is 
moving to see men, women, and teen­
age volunteers willingly working to­
gether to build a place where they can 
meet together and worship God."

Jehovah's Witnesses set a good ex­
ample in other respects as well. "In  
addition to studying and praying, 
their aim is to rehabilitate alcoholics 
and drug addicts and point out to 
people the way of solidarity and love," 
added the editorial. How do they 
achieve this? The Witnesses know that 
learning and applying Bible counsel 
helps a person break free from vices. 
That is why they strive to teach others 
what they have learned from the Bi­
ble. The editorial concludes that theirs 
is "an example which, without doubt, 
urgently needs to be followed."

The meetings of Jehovah's Witness­
es are open to the public and no col­
lections are taken. You are warmly in­
vited to visit a Kingdom Hall near you.
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