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An increasing  
n um b e r o f  yo u ths and  
a d ults  com m it suicide

an alcoholic. Edna had an­
o th e r child , began d rin k in g  

excessively, and became so de­
pressed th a t she trie d  to  c om m it 

suicide. Finally, she lo st custody o f 
her ch ild ren.

W h a t a b o u t e ld erly  people? M a ­
ria used to  be fu n - lo v in g  and talkative. 

As she g re w  o lder, however, she began 

to  w o rry  a b out he r jo b  as a nu rse  because 

she feared th a t she w o u ld  make m istakes. 
T h is  made her feel depressed. A fte r try in g  self- 

m edication, she so u g h t medical a tte n tio n , and  

the  tre a tm e n t she received seem ed he lp fu l. B u t  
w h e n  she lost he r jo b  at th e  age o f 57, depres­
sion re tu rne d  w ith  such in te n s ity  th a t she could 

see no way o u t. M aria  began th in k in g  a b out 

c o m m ittin g  suicide.

"A b o u t 10 percent o f people w h o  are de­

pressed a tte m p t su ic id e ," says P ro fe sso r Jose A l­
be rto  Del Po rto  o f Sao Paulo U n ive rs ity . " I t 's  

hard to  believe th a t m ore  people have died  

fro m  suic ide th a n  hom icide, b u t it 's  a sad 

fa c t," re p o rts  U . S. su rg e o n  genera l, D r. David  

Satcher.

Som e tim es an a ttem pted  suic ide is, in ef­
fect, a cry fo r help. A nd su re ly  fa m ily  m em ­
bers and frie n d s w a n t to  do th e  r ig h t th in g  fo r

/ / ✓ * " *  O D  has fo rg o tte n  

v J  m e !"  a B ra z ilia n  w o  

m an cried o u t. A fte r the  

death o f he r husb a nd , she fe lt th a t  
life no lo n g e r had any m eaning . Have you  

ever trie d  to  c o m fo rt som eone w h o  is th a t d is­
tressed o r w h o  is perhaps c ry ing  fo r help?

Som e become so d e sp o n d e n t th a t they end  

th e ir life—and a n u m b e r o f th e m  are y o u th s. 
According to  the  ne w sp ape r Fo lha de 5. Pau­
lo, a s tu d y  in B ra z il sh o w s th a t "su ic id e  am ong  

y o u th s has increased by 2 6  pe rce nt." Fo r in ­
stance, consider th e  case o f W a lte r,*  a yo ung  

m an in Sao Paulo. He had no parents, no hom e, 
no privacy, no fr ie n d s he could coun t on. To  end  
his m isery, W a lte r decided to  ju m p  o ff a bridge.

A sing le  m othe r, Edna already had tw o  chil­
d ren w h e n  she m et a n o th e r m an. A fte r o n ly  a 

m o n th , the y  began liv in g  to g e th e r in the  hom e  

o f h is m othe r, w h o  dabbled in sp irit ism  and w as
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H o w  can you help one 
w ho has lo s t hope?

th e  one w h o  has lo st hope. O f  
course, it  w ill n o t he lp  to  use  

e xpre ssions such as: "S to p  feel­
ing  so rry  fo r y o u rse lf,"  "A  lo t o f 
people are w o rse  o ff tha n  you  
a re " or, "A ll o f us have a bad 
day n o w  and th e n ."  Instead, 
w h y  n o t be a real fr ie n d  and a 
good listene r? Yes, t ry  to  he lp  

th e  d e sp o n d e n t one to  see 

th a t life is w o rth  liv ing .

French a u th o r Volta ire  w ro te : 
" T h e  m an w h o , in  a f i t  o f m el­
ancholy, k ills  h im se lf today, 
w o u ld  have w ishe d  to  live had 
he w aited a w eek." W e ll, then , 
h o w  can people in despair d is­
cover th a t life is w o rth w h ile ?

Soon
A World Without Despair

LIF E  is  g e ttin g  inc reasing ly  d e m a n d in g , and  
.  th e  reasons fo r  d e sp a ir are many. W h e n  

fru s tra te d , w e m ay fin d  it  hard to  contro l o u r  
e m o tio n s . W h y , even people  w h o  love life can 
becom e despera te ly u n h a p p y ! C o n sid e r a few  
exam ples.

In  anc ient tim e s, th e  p ro p h e t M oses g o t so  
discouraged th a t he said to  G od: "P lease  kill 
m e o ff a ltoge ther, i f  I have fo u n d  favor in  y o u r  
eyes, and let m e n o t look u p o n  m y calam ity." 
(N u m b e rs  11 :15) Flee ing fro m  h is  enem ies, the  
p ro p h e t E lijah exclaim ed: " I t  is e n o u g h ! N ow , 
O  Jehovah, take m y soul [life ] aw ay." (1 K ings

19 :4) A nd th e  p ro p h e t Jonah sa id : " O  Jehovah, 
take away, please, m y so u l fro m  m e, fo r  m y dy­
ing is be tte r th a n  m y be ing  a live ." (Jonah 4 :3 )  
B u t n e ith e r M o se s, E lijah, n o r Jonah c o m m it­
ted suic ide. A ll o f th e m  knew  G o d 's  c om m a nd­
m ent: "Y o u  m u st n o t m u rd e r."  (Exo d u s 2 0 :1 3 )  
H a ving  s tro n g  fa ith  in  G od, th e y  w e re  aware  
th a t no  s itu a tio n  is hope less and th a t life is a 
g ift  fro m  G od.

W h a t a b o u t th e  p ro b le m s w e  n o w  face? In  
a d d itio n  to  e m o tio na l d istre ss o r physical p ro b ­
lem s, w e may at tim e s have to  p u t up  w ith  ill- 
tre a tm e n t fro m  fa m ily  m em bers, n e ig h b o rs, o r
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colleagues. Th e  B ib le  speaks o f people  w h o  are 

fille d  " w ith  all u n rig h te o u sn e ss, w ickedness, 
covetousness, badness, be ing  fu ll o f envy, m u r­
der, strife , deceit, m a lic ious d isp o s itio n , be ing  

w h isp e re rs, backbiters, hate rs o f G od, in so le n t, 
haughty, se lf-assum ing , in ve n to rs  o f in ju r io u s  

th in g s , d iso b e d ie n t to  pa rents, w ith o u t  u n d e r­
sta n d in g , fa lse to  ag reem ents, having  no n a tu ­
ral affection, m erc ile ss." (R o m a n s 1 :28-3 1 ) Be­
ing su rro u n d e d  by such people  day a fte r day 

may make life seem  like a b u rd e n . H o w  can w e  
help th o se  w h o  need c o m fo rt and relief?

Willingness to Listen
A dversities and su ffe rin g  can cause an in d i­

vidua l to  lose h is m enta l balance. Th e  w ise  m an  

said: "M e re  o p p re ssion  m ay make a w ise  one  

act crazy." (Ecclesiastes 7 :7 ) So  a pe rson  w h o  

talks a b o u t su ic ide sh o u ld  be taken se riously . 
Th e  p ro b lem s he is having , w h e th e r e m o tio na l, 
physical, m e n ta l, o r  sp ir itu a l, m ay req u ire  

p ro m p t a tte n tio n . O f course, p ro fe ssio na l trea t­
m ents and the ra p ies vary, and a personal deci­
sion m u st be m ade reg ard ing  fo rm s  o f the rapy. 
—G alatians 6 :5 .

W h a te ve r th e  reason fo r  su ic ida l fee lings, 
having a d isce rn ing , sym pathe tic , and pa tie n t 
person to  confide in m ay w e ll make a d if­
ference. Fam ily  m em b e rs and fr ie n d s  w h o  are 

w illin g  to  listen may be able to  he lp . In  a d d i­
tio n  to  fe llo w  fee ling  and k indne ss, u p b u ild in g  
th o u g h ts  fro m  G o d 's  W o rd  can be ve ry  he lp fu l 
to  th o se  w h o  have lo s t hope.

Spiritual Help for the Distressed
You may be su rp rise d  to  learn h o w  encour­

aging B ib le  reading can be. A lth o u g h  it  is n o t 
a m enta l-hea lth  m anua l, th e  B ib le  can he lp  us 
to  value life. Said K in g  S o lo m o n : " I  have come  
to  kno w  th a t th e re  is n o th in g  b e tte r fo r  th e m  
tha n  to  rejoice and to  d o  good d u rin g  o ne 's  
life; and also th a t every m an sh o u ld  eat and in ­
deed d rin k  and see good fo r  all h is  hard w o rk . 
I t  is th e  g if t  o f G o d ."  (Ecclesiastes 3 :1 2 ,1 3 )  Be­
sides sa tis fy in g  w o rk  th a t g ives m ea n ing  to  life,

s im p le  th in g s —such as fre sh  air, s u n lig h t, f lo w ­
ers, trees, and b ird s—are G od-g iven g ifts  th a t  
w e can enjoy.

Even m ore  u p lif t in g  is th e  B ib le 's  assurance  

th a t Jehovah God and h is  So n , Jesus C h ris t, care 

a b o u t us. (John 3 :16 ; 1 Peter 5 :6 , 7 ) A p p ro p ri­
ately, the  p sa lm is t sa id: "B le sse d  be Jehovah, 
w h o  da ily  carries th e  load fo r  us, th e  tru e  G od  
o f o u r  sa lva tio n ." (P sa lm  6 8 :1 9 )  A lth o u g h  w e  

may feel in s ig n ific a n t and u n w o rth y , G od in ­
v ites us to  pray to  h im . Re st assured th a t no one  

w h o  h u m b ly  and sincere ly asks fo r  h is  he lp  w ill  
be desp ised.

N o one can r ig h tly  expect a p rob lem -free  

life  today. (Job 14 :1 ) Yet, th e  t ru th  fro m  G o d 's  

W o rd  has sh o w n  m any people  th a t su ic ide is 

n o t th e  r ig h t w ay to  solve th e ir  p ro b le m s. Just 
consid er h o w  th e  apostle  Paul helped a desper­
ate ja ile r w h o , "b e in g  awakened o u t o f sleep  

and seeing th e  p riso n  d o o rs w ere  open, d re w  

h is sw o rd  and w as a b o u t to  d o  away w ith  

h im se lf, im a g in in g  th a t th e  p riso n e rs  had es­
caped." In an in sta n t, th a t ja ile r had concluded  

th a t su ic ide w as b e tte r th a n  a h u m ilia tin g  and  

perhaps protracted death fo r  h is  fa ilu re . Th e  

apostle  called o u t: " D o  n o t h u r t  y o u rse lf, fo r  w e  

are all h e re !"  Paul d id  n o t s to p  w ith  th a t sta te­
m ent. In fact, he and S ila s c om fo rte d  th e  ja ile r 
and responded to  h is  q u e s tio n : "S ir s ,  w h a t  
m u st I do  to  ge t saved?" T h e y  a nsw ered : "B e ­
lieve on th e  Lo rd  Jesus and you w ill  g e t saved, 
you and y o u r h o u se h o ld ." Th e n  th e y  spoke Je­
ho vah 's w o rd  to  h im  and h is  h o u se h o ld , w ith  

th e  re su lt th a t "h e  and h is  w e re  ba p tized  w ith ­
o u t de lay." T h a t  ja ile r and all h is  h o u se h o ld  re­
joiced greatly  and fo u n d  n e w  m ea n ing  in  life. 
- A c ts  16 :27-34 .

Today, w h a t a re lie f i t  is to  k n o w  th a t G od is 
n o t re sp o nsib le  fo r  w ickedness! H is  W o rd  id e n ­
tifie s  a wicked s p ir it , " th e  one  called D evil and  

Sa ta n ," as th e  one w h o  is "m is le a d in g  th e  en­
tire  inha b ite d  e a rth ."  B u t  h is  t im e  is ru n n in g  

o u t. (Reve la tion 1 2 :9 ,1 2 )  So o n , all th e  d is tre ss  

th a t Satan and h is  d e m o n s have b ro u g h t u p o n
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There  are m any occasions fo r happiness today

e a rth 's  in h a b ita n ts  w ill end by d iv ine  in te rve n ­
tio n . Th e n  G o d 's  p ro m ised  new  w o rld  o f r ig h ­
te o u sn e ss w ill b rin g  a b o u t a p e rm a ne nt end 

to  th e  causes be h ind  hope lessness and suicide. 
- 2  Peter 3 :13 .

Consolation for Those 
Crying for Help

Even now , th o se  w h o  are d e sp o n d e n t can 

d ra w  c o m fo rt fro m  the  Sc rip tu re s. (Ro m a ns  

15 :4 ) T h e  p sa lm is t David sang: "A  heart b ro ­
ken and c rushed, O  G od, you w ill n o t de sp ise ." 

(P sa lm  5 1 :17 ) T ru e , w e inescapably m eet w ith  

som e tr ia ls  and feel the  effects o f im p erfection . 
B u t tak ing  in accurate know ledge o f o u r kind, 
lo v in g , and reasonable heavenly Fa ther w ill 
give us reassurance th a t w e are precious in h is  

eyes. God can become o u r fo re m o st Friend  and 
In stru c to r. If  w e cultivate  an in tim a te  re la tio n­
sh ip  w ith  Jehovah G od, he w ill never d isap­
p o in t us. " I ,  Jehovah, am y o u r G o d ," says o u r  
Creator, " th e  O ne  teaching you to  b e n e fit y o u r­
self, th e  O ne causing you to  tread in the  way in 

w h ic h  you sh o u ld  w a lk ."— Isaiah 48:17.

Reliance on God has helped m any people. To  
illu stra te : M ara had already been weakened by 
pro lo nge d  de pre ssion  w h e n  she lo s t h e r o n ly  
son in a tra ffic  accident.* She  panicked and  
trie d  to  take he r o w n  life. N ow , how ever, she  
wakes up  early every day to  care fo r  h e r h o use ­
w o rk . She enjoys lis te n in g  to  m usic  and h e lp ­
ing o th e rs . Th e  hope th a t "th e re  is g o in g  to  be 
a resu rrec tio n  o f b o th  th e  rig h te o u s and th e  
u n rig h te o u s " has taken som e o f th e  s tin g  o u t  
o f the  trag ic  death o f he r dear son  and has 
stre n g th e n e d  he r fa ith  in  G od. (Acts 2 4 :1 5 )  
Since M ara never had th e  desire  to  becom e like 
an angel in  heaven, th e  w o rd s  o f Psa lm  37:11 
have touched he r heart: " T h e  meek ones th e m ­
selves w ill possess th e  e a rth , and the y  w ill in ­
deed fin d  th e ir  exqu isite  d e lig h t in th e  a b u n ­
dance o f peace."

A n o th e r B ra z ilia n  w o m a n, Sandra , w orked  
very hard at be ing the  perfect m o th e r to  her 
th ree  ch ild re n . She a d m its: " I  w as so busy th a t  
w h e n  m y fa th e r su d d e n ly  died and I, at the  
same tim e , discovered th a t m y husband  was

* Some names have been changed.
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Do you look fo rw a rd  to a w o rld  w ith o u t despair?

having an a ffa ir w ith  a n o th e r w o m a n , I d id  n o t 
even th in k  a b o u t p ra y ing  to  G od fo r  h e lp ." In 
despa ir Sandra  a tte m pte d  to  kill he rse lf. W h a t  
has helped h e r to  recover? H e r appreciation  

fo r  sp iritu a l th in g s . "E v e ry  n ig h t before I go to  

sleep, I read th e  B ib le , and I t ry  to  id e n tify  w ith  

the  people I read a b out. I also read th e  W atch- 

tow er and Aw ake! m agazines, and I am espe­
cially fo n d  o f th e  life  s to rie s because the y  he lp  
me to  be c on te n t w ith  m y lo t in life ."  K n o w in g  
th a t Jehovah is h e r best fr ie n d , she has learned  
to  be specific in h e r prayers.

A Future W ithout Despair
W h a t a c o m fo rt i t  is to  kn o w  th a t hum a n  

su ffe rin g  is te m p o ra ry ! U n d e r th e  ru le  o f G o d 's  
K in g d o m , ch ild re n  and a d u lts  w h o  are n o w  vic­
t im s  o f c rim e, in justic e , o r pre jud ice w ill rejoice.

As fo re to ld  in  a p ro p he tic  psa lm , Jehovah's ap­
po in ted  K ing , Jesus C h ris t, " w i l l  de live r th e  
p o o r one c ry ing  fo r  he lp , also th e  afflic ted one  
and w h o e ve r has no  h e lp e r." M oreover, "h e  
w ill feel so rry  fo r th e  lo w ly  one and th e  p o o r  
one, and th e  so u ls  o f th e  p o o r ones he w ill 
save." Indeed, " f ro m  o p p re ss io n  and fro m  v io ­
lence he w ill redeem  th e ir  so u l, and th e ir  b lood  
w ill be precious in h is  e yes."— Psalm  72 :12-14.

Th e  tim e  fo r th e  fu lf i l lm e n t o f th o se  p ro p h e t­
ic w o rd s  is near. D o es th e  th o u g h t o f en joy ing  
everlasting  life on e a rth  u n d e r such c o n d itio n s  
appeal to  you? If  so, you have reason to  be jo y­
fu l and to  cherish  life  as a g if t  fro m  G od. A nd  
i f  you share these  c o m fo rtin g  Sc rip tu ra l p ro m is­
es w ith  o th e rs , you m ay b rin g  g rea t hap p iness  
in to  the  lives o f th o se  w h o  cry fo r  he lp  in th is  
u n fe e ling , loveless w o rld .

THE WATCHTOWER • SEPTEM BER 15, 2000 7



W E  A R E  T H E  S O R T  W H O  H A V E  F A I T H

Announcing God's Kingdom  
in the Islands of Fiji

JE S U S  C H R IS T  once spoke o f tw o  roads. One  
is spacious and leads o ff in to  death. Th e  

o th e r is cram ped b u t leads o ff in to  
life . (M a tth e w  7:13, 14) To  en 
able people to  choose the  r ig h t  
road, Jehovah God purp osed  

th a t the  good new s o f the  
K ing d o m  be preached in all 
the  w o rld . (M a tth e w  24 :14 )
Hence, people everyw here  
are lis te n in g  to  th e  K in g ­
dom  m essage, and som e are 
choosing  life  by becom ing "th e  
s o r t  th a t have fa ith  to  the  p re se rv­
ing  alive o f the  so u l."  (H e b re w s 10 :39 )
W e  inv ite  you to  read o f the  choice fo r life made 
by som e in Fiji and o th e r nearby islands o f the  

S o u th  Pacific.

They Trusted in Jehovah
M ere was s t ill a scho o lg irl w he n  she f i r s t  

heard the  K ing do m  message in 1964. Because 
o f he r iso la tio n  on a rem ote island , she had l i t ­
tle  contact w ith  Jehovah's W itn e sse s. Eventua l­
ly, how ever, she was able to  gain an accurate 
know ledge o f the  B ib le . By th a t tim e , she was 
m arried  to  a man w h o  was a clan head in h is v il­
lage. As a re su lt o f M e re 's  choice to  live by B ib le  
p rinc ip le s, he r husband and h is relatives trea t­
ed he r cruelly, and fe llo w  v illa g e rs snubbed her. 
N everthe le ss, she was baptized in 1991.

S h o rt ly  the rea fte r, M e re 's  husband , Josua, 
so ftened in h is a ttitu d e  and even sta rted  to s it  
in  on B ib le  d iscussio ns th a t M ere had w ith  th e ir  
child ren . Josua stopped a tte nd ing  the  M e th o d ­
is t C hurch. As a chief, th o u g h , he s till p resid ­
ed at weekly village m eetings. In the  eyes o f the  
v illa ge rs, Josua was d isloyal, fo r the  M e th o d is t 
C hurch was an in teg ra l p a rt o f Fijian village life.

Hence, the  local pasto r urged Josua to  re tu rn  to  
his fo rm e r re lig io n .

Josua courageously a ffirm ed  th a t he 
and h is fa m ily  had made th e ir  

choice and were de te rm ined  to  
w o rsh ip  Jehovah God "w ith  

s p ir it  and t ru th . "  (John 4:
24) A t a su b se q u e n t v illage  
m e e tin g , th e  p a ra m o u n t  
chief ru led  th a t Josua and 
his fa m ily  d e p a rt fro m  the  

village as outcasts. Th e y  w ere  
given seven days to  leave the  is­

land and th e ir  house, land, and 
crops—yes, th e ir  w h o le  live liho o d .

S p iritu a l b ro th e rs  on a n o th e r island  came to  
the  assistance o f Josua and h is fam ily , h e lp ing  
them  w ith  a place to stay and land on w h ic h  to  
g ro w  crops. Josua and h is e ld est son are n o w  
baptized, and a no the r son serves as an u n ­
baptized p u b lish e r o f the  good new s. M ere re­
cently e nro lled  as a reg u la r p ioneer (a fu ll- tim e  
K ingdom  proc la im er). T h e ir  choice to  serve Je­
hovah resu lted in a loss o f p o sitio n  and m a te ri­
al goods, b u t like the  apostle  Paul, the y  c onsid­
er th is  as n o th in g  com pared to  w h a t the y have 
ga ined.— Ph ilip p ia n s 3:8.

A Choice Involving Conscience
C hoosing  to  fo llo w  a B ib le-tra ined  conscience 

requires fa ith  and courage. T h is  c erta in ly  was 
the  case w ith  new ly baptized Suraang , a young  
w om an liv in g  on Taraw a, one o f the  island s o f 
K irib a ti. Suraang requested p e rm issio n  to  be ex­
cused fro m  one aspect o f her w o rk  as a nurse  
at the  ho sp ita l. H e r request was n o t received fa­
vorably, re su ltin g  in her being se n t to  care fo r  
the  sm all medical center on an iso lated island  
w here  she was cut o ff fro m  o the rs o f he r fa ith .
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On th a t island it  is custom ary fo r all new  a rriv ­
als to make an o ffe ring  to  the  local " s p ir i t . "  Th e  
people believe th a t fa ilu re  to  do so w ill re su lt in 
death. Since Suraang refused to  a llow  th is  act o f 
ido la try  to be pe rfo rm ed fo r her and her party, 
the  villagers waited fo r her to  be strang led  by 
the offended sp irit. W h e n  no harm  came to S u ­
raang o r her party, m any o p p o rtu n itie s  opened  
up fo r her to  give a fine  w itn e ss.

B u t Su raang 's te sts w ere no t over. Som e o f the  
young men o f th a t island consider it  a challenge  
to seduce young w om en w h o  v is it. However, S u ­
raang resisted th e ir  advances and kept her in teg­
rity  to God. In fact, she was able to  serve as a reg­
ular pioneer, even th o u g h  she was on call as a 
nurse 24 ho urs a day.

P rio r to  a feast held in Su ra a n g 's  h o n o r w hen  
she was preparing to  leave the  island, the v il­
lage elders stated th a t she was the  f i r s t  real m is­
sionary to  v is it  th e m . Because o f her firm  stand  
fo r Bible princip les, o th e rs on th a t island have re­
sponded favorably to  the  K ingdom  message.

Physical Challenges
Th e  iso la tion  o f som e villages m eans th a t Je­

hovah's people have to  p u t fo rth  great e ffo rt  
to share in the  m in is try  and to  attend C h ris­
tian m eetings. C o nside r the  exam ple o f fo u r 
baptized W itn e sse s—one man and three  w o m ­

en—w h o  spend h o u rs trave ling  to  and fro m  the  
m eetings. T h e ir  hike involves th ree  rive r cross­
ings each way. W h e n  the  w a te r is h igh , the  
b ro th e r sw im s across firs t ,  to w in g  a large cook­
ing pot conta in ing  th e ir  bags, books, and m eet­
ing clothes. Th e n  he sw im s back to help the  
three s iste rs.

A n o th e r sm all g ro up , w h o  attend the  m eet­
ings on the  rem ote island o f N o n o u ti in K ir i­
bati, m eet d iffe re n t challenges. Th e  house in  
w hich they m eet ho lds o n ly  seven o r e ig h t peo­
ple. O th e rs  a tte nd ing  s it  o u tside  and peer in 
th ro u g h  its chicken-wire w a lls. Th e  m eeting  
place is in fu ll v iew  o f o th e r v illa ge rs com­
ing fro m  and going to  th e ir  im pressive  churches. 
O f course, Jehovah's se rva n ts realize th a t peo­
ple, no t b u ild ing s, are w h a t are tru ly  desirab le  
from  G od 's p o in t o f view . (Haggai 2 :7 )  Th e  one 
baptized s is te r on the  island is e lderly  and can­
no t w alk far. Yet, she is helped in the  m in is try  by 
a young w om an, an unba ptized  p u b lish e r w ho  
pushes her a round in a handcart. W h a t appre­
ciation they sh o w  fo r the  t ru th !

Th e  m ore than 2 ,100  p u b lish e rs  se rv in g  in  
Fiji and K irib a ti are d e te rm ined  to  continue  an­
nouncing the  good new s o f G od 's K ing do m . 
And they are c onfide nt th a t m any m ore w ill yet 
become "th e  so rt th a t have fa ith  to  the  p re se rv­
ing alive o f the  so u l."



"No one laid a hand upon him, because his hour 
had not yet come."-JOHN 7:30.

/ / 'T 'H E  Son of man came, 
A not to be ministered to, 

but to minister and to give 
his soul a ransom in exchange 
for many," Jesus Christ told 
his apostles. (Matthew 20:28) 
To the Roman governor Pon­
tius Pilate, he said: "For this I 
have been born, and for this I 
have come into the world, that 
I should bear witness to the 
truth." (John 18:37) Jesus knew 
exactly why he would die and 
what work he needed to do be­
fore his death. He also knew 
how much time he had to ful­
fill his mission. His ministry 
on earth as the Messiah was to 
be only three and a half years 
long. It began with his water 
baptism in the Jordan River (in 
29 C.E.) at the start of the fore­
told 70th symbolic week and 
ended with his death on a 
torture stake in the middle 
of that week (in 33 C.E.). 
(Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 3:
16, 17; 20:17-19) Hence, Je­
sus' entire course of action 
on earth was essentially gov­
erned by two factors: the pur­
pose of his coming and a 
keen sense of timing.

2 The Gospel accounts por­
tray Jesus Christ as a man of 
action who traveled the length 
and breadth of the land of Pal­
estine, declaring the good news 
of God's Kingdom and per­
forming many powerful works. 
During the earlier part of Je­
sus' dynamic ministry, it is said 
of him: "His hour had not 
yet come." Jesus himself made 
the statement: "My due time 
has not yet fully come." Near 
the end of his ministry, he

2. How is Jesus Christ portrayed 
in the Gospels, and how did he 
show awareness of his mission?

"His Hour Had Not 
Yet Come"

1. What two factors governed Je­
sus' course of action?
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used the expression "the hour has come." 
(John 7:8, 30; 12:23) Jesus' awareness of the 
hour, or the time for his assigned work, in­
cluding his sacrificial death, must have affected 
what he said and did. Understanding this can 
give us insight into his personality and the pat­
tern of his thinking, helping us "to follow his 
steps" more closely—1 Peter 2:21.

Determined to Do God's Will
3 The year is 29 C.E. Only a few days have 

passed since Jesus personally selected his first 
disciples. They have all now come to the vil­
lage of Cana in the district of Galilee to at­
tend a wedding feast. Jesus' mother, Mary, 
is also there. The wine runs short. Suggesting 
that he should do something, Mary tells her 
son: "They have no wine." But Jesus answers: 
"What have I to do with you, woman? My 
hour has not yet come."—John 1:35-51; 2:1-4.

4 Jesus' reply, "What have I to do with you, 
woman?" is an ancient form of question that 
indicates an objection to what is suggested or 
proposed. Why does Jesus object to Mary's 
words? Well, he is now 30 years of age. Just 
a few weeks earlier, he was baptized, anointed 
with holy spirit, and introduced by John the 
Baptizer as "the Lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world." (John 1:29-34; Luke 3:21- 
23) Now his direction must necessarily come 
from the Supreme Authority who sent him. 
(1 Corinthians 11:3) No one, not even a close 
family member, could be allowed to interfere 
with the work Jesus came to earth to do. What 
determination to do his Father's will is ex­
pressed in Jesus' answer to Mary! May we be 
similarly determined to fulfill our "whole obli­
gation" to God.—Ecclesiastes 12:13.

5 Grasping the point of her son's words,

3, 4. (a) What happens at a wedding feast in 
Cana? (b) Why does the Son of God object to Mary's 
suggestion that he should do something about the 
shortage of wine, and what can we learn from this?
5. What miracle does Jesus Christ perform in Cana, 
and what effect does it have on others?

Mary immediately steps aside and instructs the 
attendants: "Whatever he tells you, do." And Je­
sus solves the problem. He has the attendants 
fill the jars with water, and he turns the water 
into the finest of wine. This occurs as an intro­
duction to Jesus' miracle-working power, giv­
ing a sign that God's spirit is upon him. When 
the new disciples see this miracle, their faith is 
strengthened.—John 2:5-11.

Zealous for Jehovah's House
6 Soon it is the spring of 30 C.E., and Jesus 

and his companions are on their way to Jeru­
salem to observe the Passover. While there, his 
disciples see their Leader acting in a manner 
they have perhaps never seen him act before. 
Greedy Jewish merchants are selling animals 
and birds for sacrifices right inside the tem­
ple. And they are charging faithful Jewish wor­
shipers very high prices. Filled with indigna­
tion, Jesus goes into action. He makes a whip of 
ropes and drives the sellers away. Pouring out 
the coins of the money changers, he overturns 
their tables. "Take these things away from 
here!" he commands those selling the doves. 
When Jesus' disciples see him act with such fer­
vor, they remember the prophecy about God's 
Son: "The zeal for your house will eat me up." 
(John 2:13-17; Psalm 69:9) We too must zeal­
ously guard against allowing worldly tenden­
cies to contaminate our worship.

7 While in Jerusalem, Jesus performs remark­
able signs, and many people put faith in him. 
Even Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, 
or Jewish high court, is impressed with Jesus 
and comes to him in the night to learn more. 
Then, Jesus and his disciples stay in "Jude­
an country" for about eight months, preaching 
and making disciples. Following the imprison­
ment of John the Baptizer, however, they leave

6. Why is Jesus indignant at what he sees at the 
temple in Jerusalem, and what action does he take?
7. (a) What prompts Nicodemus to visit the Messi­
ah? (b) What do we learn from Jesus' witnessing to 
a Samaritan woman?
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Judea for Galilee. As they travel through the 
district of Samaria, Jesus seizes an opportuni­
ty to give a thorough witness to a Samaritan 
woman. This paves the way for many Samar­
itans to become believers. Let us too be alert 
to opportunities to speak about the Kingdom. 
-Jo h n  2:23; 3:1-22; 4:1-42; Mark 1:14.

Extensive Teaching in Galilee
8 Before the "hour" of Jesus' death, he has 

much to do in his heavenly Father's service. 
In Galilee, Jesus commences an even greater 
ministry than in Judea and Jerusalem. He 
goes "throughout the whole of Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
ing the good news of the kingdom and 
curing every sort of disease and every sort 
of infirmity among the people." (Mat­
thew 4:23) His challenging words: "Re­
pent, you people, for the kingdom 
of the heavens has drawn near," ring 
out in the entire district. (Matthew 4:
17) In a few months, when two disci­
ples of John the Baptizer come to 
get a firsthand report about Jesus, he 
tells them: "Go your way, report to John 
what you saw and heard: the blind 
are receiving sight, the lame are walk­
ing, the lepers are being cleansed and 
the deaf are hearing, the dead are being 
raised up, the poor are being told the 
good news. And happy is he who has
not stumbled over me."—Luke 7:22, 23.

9 'Good talk concerning Jesus spreads out 
through all the surrounding country,' and 
great crowds flock to him—from Galilee, De- 
capolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and the other side of 
the Jordan River. (Luke 4:14, 15; Matthew 4: 
24, 25) They come to him not only because of 
his miraculous healings but also because of his 
marvelous teachings. His message is appealing 
and encouraging. (Matthew 5:1-7:27) Jesus'

8. What work does Jesus commence in Galilee?
9. Why do the crowds flock to Christ Jesus, and 
what lesson may we draw from this?
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words are winsome and delightful. (Luke 4:22) 
The crowds are "astounded at his way of teach­
ing/' for he speaks from the Scriptures with 
authority. (Matthew 7:28, 29; Luke 4:32) Who 
would not be drawn to such a man? May we 
too cultivate the art of teaching so that honest- 
hearted individuals will be drawn to the truth.

10 However, not all of Jesus' hearers are re­
ceptive. Even early in his ministry, when he is 
teaching in his hometown synagogue in Naza­
reth, there is an attempt to kill him. Although 
the townspeople marvel at his "winsome 
words," they want to see miracles. Rather than 
performing many powerful works there, how­
ever, Jesus exposes their selfishness and lack 
of faith. Filled with anger, those in the syna­
gogue rise up, seize Jesus, and rush him out to 
a mountainside to hurl him headfirst over the 
cliff. But he escapes from their grasp and safely 
slips away. The "hour" of his death has not yet 
come.—Luke 4:16-30.

11 Religious leaders—scribes, Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees and others—are also often present 
where Jesus preaches. Many of them are there, 
not to listen and learn, but to find fault and 
try to entrap him. (Matthew 12:38; 16:1; Luke 
5:17; 6:1, 2) For example, while visiting Jeru­
salem for the Passover of 31 C.E., Jesus cures a 
man who has been sick for 38 years. The Jewish 
religious leaders accuse Jesus of breaking the 
Sabbath. He replies: "My Father has kept work­
ing until now, and I keep working." Now the 
Jews charge him with blasphemy for claiming 
to be God's Son by calling him Father. They 
seek to kill Jesus, but he and his disciples leave 
Jerusalem for Galilee. Similarly, we are wise 
to avoid undue confrontations with opposers 
as we devote our energy to the Kingdom­
preaching and disciple-making work.—John 5: 
1-18; 6:1.

10. Why do the townspeople of Nazareth try to kill 
Jesus, and why do they fail?
11. (a) Why do some religious leaders come to 
hear Jesus? (b) Why is Jesus accused of breaking the 
Sabbath?

12 For the next year and a half or so, Jesus 
confines most of his ministry to Galilee, visit­
ing Jerusalem only to attend the three an­
nual festivals of the Jews. All in all, he has un­
dertaken three preaching tours in Galilee: the 
first with 4 new disciples, the second with 
the 12 apostles, and an expanded one with the 
trained apostles also being sent out. What an 
extensive witness to the truth is given in Gali­
lee!—Matthew 4:18-25; Luke 8:1-3; 9:1-6.

Witnessing Courageously 
in Judea and Perea

13 It is the autumn of 32 C.E., and Jesus' 
"hour" is yet future. The Festival of Taberna­
cles is near. Jesus' half brothers now urge him: 
"Pass on over from here and go into Judea." 
They want Jesus to show his miraculous pow­
ers to all those gathered at the festival in Jeru­
salem. Jesus, though, is aware of the danger. So 
he says to his brothers: "I am not yet going up 
to this festival, because my due time has not 
yet fully come."—John 7:1-8.

14 Delaying in Galilee for some time, Jesus 
goes up to Jerusalem "not openly but as in se­
cret." The Jews indeed are looking for him at 
the festival, saying: "Where is that man?" 
When the festival is half over, Jesus goes into 
the temple and courageously begins teaching. 
They seek to get hold of him, perhaps to put 
him in prison or to have him killed. Yet, 
they do not succeed because 'his hour has not 
yet come.' Many now put faith in Jesus. Even 
the officers that the Pharisees have dispatched 
to get hold of him return empty-handed, say­
ing: "Never has another man spoken like this." 
-Jo h n  7:9-14, 30-46.

15 The clashes between Jesus and his Jew­
ish opposers continue as he teaches about his

12. How extensively does Jesus cover the territory 
in Galilee?
13, 14. (a) On what occasion are the Jews seeking 
to get hold of Jesus? (b) Why do the officers fail to 
arrest Jesus?
15. Why do the Jews pick up stones to hurl at Jesus, 
and what preaching campaign does he launch next?
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Father at the temple during the festival. On the 
final day of the festival, enraged at Jesus' state­
ments about his prehuman existence, the Jews 
pick up stones to hurl at him. But he hides 
and escapes unharmed. (John 8:12-59) Staying 
outside of Jerusalem, Jesus launches an inten­
sive witnessing campaign in Judea. He selects 
70 disciples and, after instructing them, sends 
them by twos to work the territory. They go in 
advance to every place and city into which Je­
sus, accompanied by his apostles, is planning 
to go.—Luke 10:1-24.

16 In the winter of 32 C.E., Jesus' "hour" is 
drawing closer. He comes to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of Dedication. The Jews are still seek­
ing to kill him. While Jesus is walking in the 
temple colonnade, they encircle him. Accusing 
him again of blasphemy, they pick up stones to 
kill him. But as he did on previous occasions, 
Jesus escapes. Soon he is on the road teaching, 
this time from city to city and village to vil­
lage in the district of Perea, across the Jordan 
from Judea. And many put faith in him. But 
a dispatch concerning his beloved friend Laza­
rus calls him back to Judea.—Luke 13:33; John 
10:20-42.

17 The urgent message is from Martha and 
Mary, sisters of Lazarus, who live in Bethany of 
Judea. "Lord, see! the one for whom you have 
affection is sick," the messenger relates. "This 
sickness is not with death as its object," an­
swers Jesus, "but is for the glory of God, in or­
der that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it." To accomplish this purpose, Jesus 
deliberately remains where he is for two days. 
Then he says to his disciples: "Let us go into Ju­
dea again." Incredulously, they respond: "Rab­
bi, just lately the Judeans were seeking to stone

16. From what danger does Jesus escape during the 
Festival of Dedication, and with what work is he 
busy once again?
17. (a) What urgent message does Jesus receive 
while preaching in Perea? (b) What shows that Jesus 
is aware of the purpose of the action he must take 
and of the timing of events?

you, and are you going there again?" But Je­
sus is aware that the remainder of the "hours of 
daylight," or the time that God has allotted for 
his earthly ministry, is short. He knows exactly 
what he must do and why.—John 11:1-10.

A Miracle No One Could Ignore
18 In Bethany, Martha is the first one to 

meet Jesus, saying: "Lord, if you had been here 
my brother would not have died." Mary and 
those who had come to their house follow. All 
are weeping. "Where have you laid him?" Je­
sus asks. They answer: "Lord, come and see." 
When they arrive at the memorial tomb—a 
cave with a stone lying against its opening—Je­
sus declares: "Take the stone away." Not under­
standing what Jesus intends to do, Martha ob­
jects: "Lord, by now he must smell, for it is four 
days." But Jesus asks: "Did I not tell you that if 
you would believe you would see the glory of 
God?"—John 11:17-40.

19 As the stone covering the entrance of Laz­
arus' tomb is removed, Jesus prays out loud so 
that the people will know that what he is 
about to do is accomplished through the pow­
er of God. Then he cries out with a loud voice: 
"Lazarus, come on out!" Lazarus comes out 
with his feet and hands still bound with buri-

18. When Jesus arrives in Bethany, what is the situ­
ation there, and what happens after his arrival?
19. Why does Jesus pray publicly before resurrect­
ing Lazarus?

How W ould You Answ er?

• H o w  d id  Jesus sh o w  th a t he w as  
aware o f h is  G od -a ssigne d  w o rk ?

• W h y  does je su s  ob jec t to  h is  m o th ­
e r's  su g g e stio n  a b o u t w in e ?

• W h a t can w e lea rn  fro m  th e  w ay  
je su s  o fte n  d e a lt w ith  o p p o se rs?

• W h y  does Jesus delay in  re sp o n d in g  
to  La za ru s ' illn e ss?
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al wrappings and his face covered with a 
cloth. "Loose him and let him go," says Jesus. 
—John 11:41-44.

20 On seeing this miracle, many of the Jews 
who had come to comfort Martha and Mary 
put faith in Jesus. Others go off to tell the Phar­
isees what has occurred. Their reaction? Imme­
diately, they and the chief priests call an emer­
gency meeting of the Sanhedrin. In panic, they 
lament: "What are we to do, because this man 
performs many signs? If we let him alone this 
way, they will all put faith in him, and the Ro­
mans will come and take away both our place 
and our nation." But High Priest Caiaphas says 
to them: "You do not reason out that it is to

20. How do those who see Jesus resurrect Lazarus 
respond?

your benefit for one man to die in behalf of 
the people and not for the whole nation to be 
destroyed." Therefore, from that day on they 
take counsel to kill Jesus.—John 11:45-53.

21 So it is that by delaying his arrival in Beth­
any, Jesus is able to perform a miracle that no 
one can ignore. Empowered by God, Jesus res­
urrects a man who has been dead for four days. 
Even the prestigious Sanhedrin is forced to take 
note and pass a death sentence upon the Mir­
acle Worker! The miracle thus serves as a pre­
lude to an important turning point in Jesus' 
ministry—a shift from the period when "his 
hour had not yet come" to the time when "the 
hour has come."

21. To what is the miracle of the resurrection of Laz­
arus a prelude?

"The Hour Has
COME!"

"His hour had come for him to move out o f this world 
to the Father."-JOHN 13:1.

AT HIS baptism in 29 C.E., 
l  \  Jesus embarked on the 
course that would lead to the 
"hour" of his death, resurrec­
tion, and glorification. Now it 
is the spring of 33 C.E. Only 
a few weeks have passed since 
the Jewish high court, the San­
hedrin, took counsel to kill Je­
sus. Learning of their plan, 
possibly from Nicodemus, a 
member of the Sanhedrin who 
has been friendly to him, Je-

1. As the Passover of 33 C.E. ap­
proaches, Jerusalem is alive with 
what speculations, and why?

sus has left Jerusalem and has 
gone into the countryside 
across the Jordan River. As the 
Festival of the Passover nears, 
many people go from the 
country into Jerusalem, and 
the city is buzzing with spec­
ulations about Jesus. "What is 
your opinion?" people ask one 
another. "That he will not 
come to the festival at all?" 
The chief priests and Phari­
sees have added to the ex­
citement by giving orders that 
anyone seeing Jesus should re­
port his whereabouts to them. 
-Jo h n  11:47-57.
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2 On Nisan 8, six days before the Passover, 
Jesus is back in the vicinity of Jerusalem. He 
comes to Bethany—the hometown of his be­
loved friends Martha, Mary, and Lazarus—a 
place located about two miles outside of Jerusa­
lem. It is Friday evening, and Jesus spends the 
Sabbath there. The next evening when Mary 
ministers to him using precious perfumed oil, 
the disciples object. Jesus replies: "Let her 
alone, that she may keep this observance in 
view of the day of my burial. For you have the 
poor always with you, but me you will not have 
always." (John 12:1-8; Matthew 26:6-13) Jesus 
knows that 'his hour has come for him to move 
out of this world to the Father/ (John 13:1) Five 
days more and he will "give his soul a ransom 
in exchange for many." (Mark 10:45) Hence­
forth, a sense of urgency affects everything Je­
sus does and teaches. What a marvelous exam­
ple this provides for us as we eagerly await the 
end of this system of things! Consider what 
happens in Jesus' case the very next day.

The Day of Jesus' Triumphal Entry
3 On Sunday, Nisan 9, Jesus comes to Jeru­

salem triumphantly. As he approaches the city 
—riding on the colt of an ass in fulfillment of 
Zechariah 9:9—most of the people that have 
gathered around him spread their outer gar­
ments on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them out. "Blessed is 
the One coming as the King in Jehovah's 
name!" they cry. Some Pharisees in the crowd 
want Jesus to rebuke his disciples. However, Je­
sus replies: "I tell you, If these remained si­
lent, the stones would cry out."—Luke 19:38- 
40; Matthew 21:6-9.

4 Just a few weeks earlier, many in the crowd

2. What act of Mary stirs controversy, and Jesus' an­
swer in her defense indicates what about his aware­
ness of "his hour"?
3. (a) How does Jesus enter Jerusalem on Sunday, 
Nisan 9, and how do most of the people around him 
respond? (b) What answer does Jesus give the Phar­
isees who complain about the crowd?
4. Why is Jerusalem set in commotion when Jesus 
enters the city?

had seen Jesus resurrect Lazarus. Now these 
keep telling others about that miracle. So as Je­
sus enters Jerusalem, the whole city is set in 
commotion. "Who is this?" people ask. And 
the crowds keep saying: "This is the prophet Je­
sus, from Nazareth of Galilee!" Seeing what is 
happening, the Pharisees lament: "The world 
has gone after him."—Matthew 21:10,11; John 
12:17-19.

5 As is his custom when visiting Jerusalem, 
Jesus, the Great Teacher, goes to the temple to 
teach. There the blind and the lame come to 
him, and he cures them. When the chief 
priests and the scribes see this and they hear 
the boys in the temple crying out, "Save, we 
pray, the Son of David!" they become angry. 
"Do you hear what these are saying?" they pro­
test. "Yes," Jesus replies. "Did you never read

5. What happens when Jesus goes to the temple?
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Messiah—and he rebuffs the re­
ligious leaders' requests to si­
lence them! Why the change? 
Because "the hour has come 
for the Son of man to be glo­
rified/' as Jesus announces the 
very next day.—John 12:23.
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this, 'Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
you have furnished praise'?" As Jesus continues 
teaching, he takes a good look at what is going 
on in the temple.—Matthew 21:15, 16; Mark 
11:11.

6 How different Jesus' approach is now from 
what it was six months earlier! He then came 
into Jerusalem for the Festival of Taberna­
cles "not openly but as in secret." (John 7:10) 
And he always took measures to get away safe­
ly when his life was threatened. Now he open­
ly enters into the city where orders have been 
issued to seize him! It was also not Jesus' cus­
tom to advertise himself as the Messiah. (Isaiah 
42:2; Mark 1:40-44) He did not want noisy ad­
vertising or distorted reports about him passed 
from mouth to mouth. Now the crowds are 
openly declaring him King and Savior—the

6. How is Jesus' approach now different from what 
it was earlier, and why?

Bold Action—Then 
Lifesaving Teachings

7 Upon arriving at the tem­
ple on Monday, Nisan 10, Jesus 
acts on what he saw the pre­
ceding afternoon. He starts 'to 
throw out those selling and 
buying in the temple, and 
he overturns the tables of 
the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves; 
and he does not let anyone car­
ry a utensil through the tem­
ple.' Condemning the wrong­
doers, he declares: "Is it not 
written, 'My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all 

the nations'? But you have made it a cave of 
robbers."—Mark 11:15-17.

8 Jesus' actions reflect what he did three 
years before when he visited the temple at the 
Passover of 30 C.E. The denunciation, how­
ever, is more pungent this time. The merchants 
in the temple are now referred to as "robbers." 
(Luke 19:45, 46; John 2:13-16) They are such 
because they demand exorbitant prices from 
those who need to buy animals for sacrifice. 
The chief priests, scribes, and principal ones of 
the people hear about what Jesus is doing and 
again seek ways to have him killed. Yet, they 
do not know how to eliminate Jesus, since all 
the people, being astounded at his teaching, 
are hanging onto him to hear him.—Mark 11: 
18; Luke 19:47, 48.

7, 8. How do Jesus' actions on Nisan 10, 33 C.E., re­
flect what he did in the temple at the Passover of 
30 C.E.?



Jesus "loved them  to the e n d "he declares: "The hour has come for the Son 
of man to be glorified." Yes, he knows that he 
has only a few days of human life left. After re­
lating how a grain of wheat must die in order 
to bear fruit—corresponding to his own dying 
and becoming a means to impart everlasting 
life to others—Jesus extends an invitation to his 
listeners, saying: "If anyone would minister to 
me, let him follow me, and where I am there 
my minister will be also. If anyone would min­
ister to me, the Father will honor him."—John 
12:23-26.

10 Thinking about his agonizing death that is 
only four days away, Jesus continues: "Now my 
soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, 
save me out of this hour." But what awaits Je­
sus cannot be avoided. "Nevertheless," he says, 
"this is why I have come to this hour." Indeed, 
Jesus is in agreement with the entire arrange­
ment of God. He is determined to let the divine 
will govern his actions down to his sacrificial 
death. (John 12:27) What an example he set for 
us—one of full submission to the divine will!

11 Being deeply concerned about how his Fa­
ther's reputation will be affected by his death, 
Jesus prays: "Father, glorify your name." To the 
amazement of the crowd gathered at the tem-

9. What lesson does Jesus teach, and what invita­
tion does he extend to his listeners at the temple?
10. How does Jesus feel about the agonizing death 
that awaits him?
11. What teachings does Jesus impart to the crowd 
that has just heard a voice from heaven?

pie, a voice comes out of heaven, proclaiming: 
"I both glorified it and will glorify it again." The 
Great Teacher uses this opportunity to tell the 
crowd why the voice has been heard, what the 
consequences of his death will be, and why they 
need to exercise faith. (John 12:28-36) The last 
two days certainly have been action-packed for 
Jesus. But a crucial day is yet ahead.

The Day for Denunciations
12 On Tuesday, Nisan 11, Jesus once again 

goes into the temple to teach. A hostile audi­
ence is at hand. Referring to Jesus' actions the 
previous day, the chief priests and older men 
of the people ask him: "By what authority do 
you do these things? And who gave you this au­
thority?" The Master Teacher confounds them 
by his answer, and he relates three vivid illustra­
tions—two of them about a vineyard and one 
about a marriage feast—that expose just how 
wicked his opposers are. Angered by what they 
hear, the religious leaders want to seize him. 
But they fear the crowds, who consider Jesus 
to be a prophet. So they seek to trick him into 
saying something for which they can have him 
arrested. The answers Jesus gives silence them. 
-Matthew 21:23-22:46.

12. On Tuesday, Nisan 11, how do the religious 
leaders try to trap Jesus, and with what result?
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13 Since the scribes and the Pharisees profess 
to teach God's Law, Jesus now urges his listen­
ers: "All the things they tell you, do and ob­
serve, but do not do according to their deeds, 
for they say but do not perform." (Matthew 
23:1-3) What a powerful public denunciation! 
But Jesus is not through with them. This is his 
last day at the temple, and he boldly issues a 
series of exposes—one after another like rolling 
thunder.

14 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo­
crites!" Jesus declares six times. They are such 
because, as he explains, they shut up the King­
dom of the heavens before men, not permit­
ting those on their way in to go in. These hypo­
crites traverse sea and dry land to make 
one proselyte, only to make him a subject 
for eternal annihilation. While neglecting "the 
weightier matters of the Law, namely, justice 
and mercy and faithfulness," they give great at­
tention to paying the tithe. In effect, they 
cleanse "the outside of the cup and of the dish, 
but inside they are full of plunder and immod­
erateness" in that their inner rottenness and 
putrefaction are hidden behind an outward dis­
play of piety. Furthermore, they are willing to 
build tombs for the prophets and decorate 
them to draw attention to their own deeds of 
charity, even though they "are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets."—Matthew 23:13- 
15, 23-31.

15 Condemning the lack of spiritual values 
on the part of his opponents, Jesus says: "Woe 
to you, blind guides." They are morally blind 
because they put more emphasis on the gold 
of the temple than on the spiritual value of 
that place of worship. Going on, Jesus utters 
his strongest words of denunciation. "Serpents, 
offspring of vipers," he says, "how are you to 
flee from the judgment of Gehenna?" Yes, Jesus 
is telling them that for pursuing their wicked 
course, they will suffer everlasting destruction.

13. What advice does Jesus give his listeners con­
cerning the scribes and the Pharisees?
14, 15. What scathing denunciations does Jesus 
pronounce against the scribes and Pharisees?

(Matthew 23:16-22, 33) May we too show cour­
age in proclaiming the Kingdom message, even 
when it involves exposing false religion.

16 Jesus now leaves the temple. In the fad­
ing afternoon sun, he and his apostles climb 
the Mount of Olives. While sitting there, Jesus 
gives the prophecy about the destruction of the 
temple and the sign of his presence and of the 
conclusion of the system of things. The signif­
icance of these prophetic words reaches down 
to our time. That evening, Jesus also tells his 
disciples: "You know that two days from now 
the passover occurs, and the Son of man is to be 
delivered up to be impaled."—Matthew 24:1-14; 
26:1, 2.

Jesus 'Loves His Own to the End'
17 For the next two days—Nisan 12 and 

13—Jesus does not openly show himself at the 
temple. The religious leaders are seeking to kill 
him, and he does not want anything to inter­
fere with his celebrating the Passover with his 
apostles. The setting sun on Thursday begins 
Nisan 14—the last day of Jesus' life on earth as a 
human. That evening, Jesus and his apostles are 
together in a house in Jerusalem where prepa­
ration has been made for them to celebrate the 
Passover. As they enjoy the Passover together, 
he teaches the 12 a beautiful lesson in humili­
ty by washing their feet. After dismissing Judas 
Iscariot, who has agreed to betray his Master 
for 30 pieces of silver—the price of a mere slave 
according to the Mosaic Law—Jesus introduces 
the Memorial of his death.—Exodus 21:32; Mat­
thew 26:14,15, 26-29; John 13:2-30.

18 Following the inauguration of the Memo­
rial, the apostles become involved in a heated

16. While sitting on the Mount of Olives, what im­
portant prophecy does Jesus give his disciples?
17. (a) During the Passover on Nisan 14, what les­
son does Jesus teach the 12? (b) What commemora­
tion does Jesus institute after dismissing Judas Iscar­
iot?
18. What further teachings does Jesus lovingly im­
part to his 11 faithful apostles, and how does he pre­
pare them for his imminent departure?
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argument over which one of them is the great­
est. Rather than scolding them, Jesus patiently 
teaches them about the value of ministering to 
others. Appreciating that they have stuck with 
him during his trials, he makes a personal cov­
enant with them for a kingdom. (Luke 22:24- 
30) Jesus also commands them to love one an­
other just as he has loved them. (John 13:34) As 
he lingers in that room, Jesus lovingly prepares 
them for his imminent departure. He assures 
them of his friendship, encourages them to ex­
ercise faith, and promises them the help of the 
holy spirit. (John 14:1-17; 15:15) Before leaving 
the house, Jesus petitions his Father: "The hour 
has come; glorify your son, that your son may 
glorify you." Indeed, Jesus has prepared the 
apostles for his departure, and he surely 'loves 
his own to the end/—John 13:1; 17:1.

19 It may be well past midnight when Jesus 
and his 11 faithful apostles reach the garden 
of Gethsemane. He has often gone there with 
his apostles. (John 18:1, 2) Within hours, Jesus 
is to die as though he were a despicable crim­
inal. The agony of this anticipated experience 
and how it may bring reproach upon his Fa­
ther is so intense that while Jesus prays, his 
sweat becomes as drops of blood falling to the 
ground. (Luke 22:41-44) "The hour has come!" 
Jesus says to the apostles. "Look! My betrayer 
has drawn near." While he is yet speaking, Ju­
das Iscariot approaches, accompanied by a large 
crowd carrying torches and lamps and weap­
ons. They have come to arrest Jesus. He does 
not resist. "In that case," he explains, "how 
would the Scriptures be fulfilled that it must 
take place this way?"—Mark 14:41-43; Mat­
thew 26:48-54.

The Son of Man Glorified!
20 Following his arrest, Jesus is accused by 

false witnesses, convicted by biased judges, sen-

19. Why is Jesus in agony in the garden of Geth­
semane?
20. (a) What atrocities befall Jesus following his ar­
rest? (b) Just moments before dying, why does Jesus 
cry out: "It has been accomplished"?

tenced by Pontius Pilate, derided by priests and 
mobs, and mocked and tortured by soldiers. 
(Mark 14:53-65; 15:1, 15; John 19:1-3) By Fri­
day noon, Jesus is nailed to a torture stake 
and suffers excruciating pain as the weight of 
his body tears at the nail wounds in his hands 
and feet. (John 19:17, 18) At about three in 
the afternoon, Jesus cries out: "It has been ac­
complished!" Yes, he has completed all that 
he came to earth to do. Entrusting his spirit 
to God, he bows his head and dies. (John 19: 
28, 30; Matthew 27:45, 46; Luke 23:46) On the 
third day thereafter, Jehovah resurrects his Son. 
(Mark 16:1-6) Forty days after his resurrection, 
Jesus ascends to the heavens and is glorified. 
—John 17:5; Acts 1:3, 9-12; Philippians 2:8-11.

21 How may we 'follow Jesus' steps close­
ly'? (1 Peter 2:21) Like him, let us exert our­
selves vigorously in the Kingdom-preaching 
and disciple-maldng work and be bold and cou­
rageous in speaking the word of God. (Matthew 
24:14; 28:19, 20; Acts 4:29-31; Philippians 1:14) 
Let us never lose sight of where we are in the 
stream of time or fail to incite one another to 
love and fine works. (Mark 13:28-33; Hebrews 
10:24, 25) May we let our entire course of ac­
tion be governed by Jehovah God's will and the 
awareness that we are living in "the time of the 
end."—Daniel 12:4.

21. How may we imitate Jesus?

How W ould You Answ er?

• Je sus' kn o w le d g e  th a t h is  d e a th  w as  
near had w h a t e ffect on  h is  fin a l m in ­
is t ry  a t th e  te m p le  in  Je rusa le m ?

• W h a t sh o w s  th a t Jesus 'lo ve d  h is  o w n  
to  th e  e n d '?

• W h a t do  th e  events o f th e  la s t fe w  
h o u rs  o f Je sus' life  ind ica te  a b o u t 
h im ?

• H o w  m ay w e im ita te  C h r is t  Jesus in  
o u r m in is try ?
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Why Be
Self-Sacrificing?

Bill is a family man in his 50's who is a teacher 
of building technology. Throughout the year, at 

his own expense, he spends many weeks 
helping to plan for and build Kingdom Halls 

for congregations of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Emma is a well-educated and well-qualified 

single 22-year-old. Instead of pursuing 
purely personal goals and pleasures, she 
spends over 70 hours each month as a 

minister, helping people to understand the 
Bible. Maurice and Betty are retired. Rather 

than take things a bit easier now, they have 
moved to another country to assist people there 
to learn about God's purpose for the earth.

T
H E S E  in d iv id u a ls  do  n o t c o n s id e r  
the m se lve s to  be special o r e x tra o rd i­
nary. Th e y  are ju s t  n o rm a l people d o ­
ing  w h a t th e y  c o n sid e r to  be th e  r ig h t th in g  

to  do. W h y  do th e y  use th e ir  tim e , energy, 
a b ilitie s, and resources in th e  in te re sts  o f 
o th e rs?  W h a t m otiva tes th e m  is a deep love 
fo r  God and fo r  th e ir  n e ig h b o r. T h is  love 

has genera ted in each one o f th e m  a g e n u ­
ine se lf-sacrific ing  s p ir it .

W h a t do w e m ean by a se lf-sacrific ing  
sp ir it?  W e ll, to  be se lf-sa crific ing  does n o t 
re q u ire  leading an auste re  o r ascetic life . 
I t  need n o t invo lve  extrem e se lf-denia l th a t  
robs us o f joy o r sa tis fa c tio n . As The  S h o rt- 
er O xfo rd  En g lish  D ic tio n a ry  p u ts  it, self- 

sacrifice  s im p ly  m ea ns " th e  g iv in g  up

o f o n e 's  o w n  in te re sts , h a p p ine ss, and de­
sires, fo r th e  sake o f d u ty  o r th e  w e lfa re  o f 
o th e rs ."

Jesus Christ—The Prime Example
G o d 's  o n ly-b eg otte n  So n , Jesus C h ris t, is 

the  p rim e  exam ple o f som eo ne  w ith  a self- 

sacrific ing  s p ir it .  In h is  p re h u m a n  existence, 
h is life  m u s t have been s t im u la tin g  and sa t­
is fy in g  to  th e  h ig h e st degree. He had close, 
in tim a te  associa tion w ith  h is  Fa th e r and 
w ith  s p ir i t  c reatures. M ore o ve r, G o d 's  Son  

used h is a b ilitie s  in c ha lle n g in g  and excit­
ing  a c tiv itie s as "a  m a ste r w o rk e r."  (P ro v ­
erbs 8 :3 0 , 31 ) He c e rta in ly  lived am id  con­
d itio n s  fa r s u p e rio r to  a n y th in g  th a t even 

th e  ric h e st pe rso n  on e a rth  could  ever have
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enjoyed. N e x t to  Jehovah G od, he had an exalt­
ed and p riv ile g e d  p o s itio n  in  heaven.

Yet, G o d 's  Son  "e m p tie d  h im se lf and took a 
s la ve 's fo rm  and came to  be in  th e  likeness 
o f m e n ."  (P h ilip p ia n s  2 :7 )  He w ill in g ly  re lin ­
q u ish e d  all h is  pe rsona l advantages by becom ­
in g  a h u m a n  and o ffe rin g  h is  life  as a ransom  in  
o rd e r to  u n d o  th e  ha rm  caused by Satan. 
(G ene sis 3 :1 -7 ; M a rk  1 0 :4 5 ) T h a t  m eant com ­
ing  to  live am ong s in fu l m ank ind  in a w o rld  
ly in g  in th e  p o w e r o f Satan th e  D e v il. (1 John 5: 
19) I t  also m ea nt p u tt in g  up  w ith  personal d is­
c o m fo rt and inconvenience. W h a te ve r it  cost 
h im , how ever, Jesus C h r is t  w as d e te rm ined  to  
do h is  Fa th e r's  w ill .  (M a tth e w  2 6 :3 9 ; John 5: 
30 ; 6 :3 8 )  T h is  tested Jesus' love and loya lty to  
th e  lim it .  H o w  fa r w as he w ill in g  to  go? "H e  
h u m b le d  h im s e lf,"  said th e  apostle  Paul, "a n d  
became o b e d ie n t as fa r as death , yes, death on 
a to rtu re  s ta k e ."— P h ilip p ia n s  2 :8 .

"Keep This Mental Attitude in You"
W e  are encouraged to  fo llo w  Jesus' exam ple. 

"K e e p  th is  m enta l a ttitu d e  in you th a t w as also  
in  C h r is t  Je su s," u rged Paul. (P h ilip p ia n s  2 :5 )  
H o w  can w e do th is?  O ne  w ay is by "kee p ing  
an eye, n o t in  pe rsona l in te re st up o n  ju s t  y o u r  
o w n  m a tte rs, b u t also in pe rsona l in te re st upon  
th o se  o f th e  o th e rs ."  (P h ilip p ia n s  2 :4 )  G enu­
ine love "d o e s  n o t look fo r  its  o w n  in te re s ts ."  
— 1 C o rin th ia n s  13 :5.

C a rin g  in d iv id u a ls  have o fte n  sh o w n  se lfless  
d e d ic a tion  in  th e  service o f o th e rs . Today, h o w ­
ever, m any people te nd  to  be self-centered. 
Th e  w o rld  has a m e -firs t a ttitu d e . W e  need to  
guard ag a inst th e  s p ir i t  o f th e  w o rld  because 
i f  i t  succeeds in m o ld in g  o u r o u tlo o k  and at­
titu d e , likely w e w ill  make o u r o w n  desires o f 
p a ra m o u n t im p orta nc e . Th e n  e ve ry th in g  we  
d o — h o w  w e spend o u r tim e , o u r energy, o u r

resources—w ill  be d o m in a te d  by se lf-centered  
concerns. W e  th e re fo re  need to  p u t up a hard  
f ig h t  a g a inst th is  in fluence.

Even w e ll- in te n tio n e d  advice can at tim e s  
dam pen o u r s p ir i t  o f self-sacrifice. Re a liz in g  
w h e re  Jesus' se lf-sacrific ing  course  w as lead­
ing , th e  apostle  Peter sa id : "B e  k ind  to  y o u rse lf, 
Lo rd ."  (M a tth e w  1 6 :2 2 ) He a p p a re n tly  fo u n d  it  
d iffic u lt to  accept Jesus' w ill in g n e ss  to  go as fa r  
as death in  th e  in te re sts  o f h is Fa th e r's  sove r­
e ig n ty  and th e  sa lva tion  o f m a nk ind . So  he 
trie d  to  d issua de  Jesus fro m  p u rsu in g  such a 
course.

'Disown Yourself'
H o w  d id  Jesus react? Th e  account says: "H e  

tu rn e d , looked at h is d isc ip les and rebuked Pe­
ter, and sa id : 'G e t b e h ind  me, Sa tan, be­
cause you th in k , n o t G o d 's  th o u g h ts , b u t tho se  
o f m e n . '"  Jesus th e n  called th e  c row d to  h im  
w ith  h is d isc ip les and sa id: " I f  anyone w a n ts  to  
come a fte r me, le t h im  d iso w n  h im se lf and pick 
up h is to rtu re  stake and fo llo w  me c on tin u a l-  
ly ."— M a rk  8 :3 3 , 34 .

Som e 30  years a fte r he gave th is  advice 
to  Jesus, Pe te r show e d th a t  
by th e n  he u n d e rsto o d  the  
m ea ning  o f se lf-sacrifice.
He d id  n o t encourage  
fe l lo w  b e lie v e rs  to  
take i t  easy and be 
kind  to  th e m se lv e s .
Instead, Peter e x h o rt­
ed th e m  to  brace up  
th e ir  m in d s fo r  ac tiv i­
ty  and q u it  be ing  fa sh ­
ioned according to  th e ir  
fo rm e r w o rld ly  de sire s.
D e sp ite  tr ia ls , th e y  w ere  
to  p u t th e  d o in g  o f G o d 's  
w ill f i r s t  in th e ir  lives.— 1 Peter 1 : 6 , 1 3 ,1 4 ; 4 :1 , 2.

Th e  m o st re w a rd ing  course any o f us can 
p u rsu e  is to  g ive o w n e rs h ip  o f o u rse lv e s  
to  Jehovah, fo llo w in g  Jesus C h r is t  fa ith fu lly
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ing [in  a se lf-sacrific ing  w ay] you m u st a ss is t 
those  w h o  are weak, and m u s t bear in  m ind  
the  w o rd s o f the  Lo rd  Jesus, w h e n  he h im ­
se lf said, 'Th e re  is m ore hap p iness in g iv in g  
tha n  the re  is in re c e iv in g .'"  (Acts 2 0 :3 5 )  M il­
lio ns o f people have fo u n d  th a t m a n ife stin g  
th is  kind o f s p ir i t  b rin g s  g rea t ha p p iness r ig h t  
now . I t  w ill also b rin g  joy in th e  fu tu re  w h e n  
Jehovah rew ards th o se  w h o  p u t h is  in te r­
ests and tho se  o f o th e rs  ahead o f th e ir  o w n . 
— 1 T im o th y  4 :8-10 .

W h e n  asked w h y  he exerted h im se lf in  as­
s is tin g  o th e rs  to  b u ild  K in g d o m  H a lls , B ill 
com m ented: "H e lp in g  w h a t are o fte n  sm a ll­
er cong rega tions in th is  w ay g ives me g re a t 
personal sa tis fa c tio n . I en joy u s in g  w h a t  
sk ills  and e xp e rtise  I have fo r th e  b e n e fit o f

and le ttin g  God d irec t o u r ac­
t iv itie s . In th is  regard , Paul 
set a fin e  exam ple. H is  sense  
o f urgency and h is g ra titu d e  
to  Jehovah m oved h im  to  re­
lin q u ish  w o rld ly  a sp ira tio n s  o r  
prospects th a t could have s id e ­
tracked h im  fro m  d o in g  G o d 's  
w ill.  " F o r  m y p a rt ,"  he sa id, " I  
w ill m o st g lad ly  spe nd  and be 
com plete ly s p e n t"  in se rv in g  
the  in te re sts  o f o th e rs . (2  C o­
rin th ia n s  12 :15) Paul used h is  
a b ilitie s  to  fu r th e r  d iv in e  in te r­
ests, n o t h is o w n .—Acts 2 0 :2 4 ;  
P h ilip p ia n s 3 :8 .

H o w  m ig h t w e exam ine o u r­
selves to  see i f  w e have an o u t­
look like th a t o f th e  ap ostle  
Paul? W e  m ig h t ask o u rse lve s  
q u e stio n s  like the se : H o w  do  
I use m y tim e , m y energy, m y  
a b ilitie s, and m y resources? D o  
I use the se  and o th e r p rec ious  
g ifts  s im p ly  to  fu r th e r  m y o w n
in te re sts , o r do I use th e m  to  
he lp  o th e rs?  Have I considered  
sh a rin g  m ore fu lly  in  th e  life saving  w o rk  o f 
decla ring th e  good new s, pe rhap s as a fu l l­
tim e  K in g d o m  p roc la im er? C o u ld  I ge t m ore  
fu lly  invo lved in such a c tiv itie s as b u ild in g  
o r m a in ta in in g  K in g d o m  H a lls?  Am  I se iz in g  
o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  a ss is t needy ones? D o  I give  
Jehovah m y be st?— Pro ve rb s 3 :9 .

"More Happiness in Giving"
Yet, is i t  rea lly w ise  to  be se lf-sacrific ing?  

I t  is indeed ! Paul knew  fro m  personal expe­
rience th a t such a s p ir i t  b rin g s  rich rew ards. 
I t  b ro u g h t h im  g rea t hap p iness and im m ense  
personal sa tisfa c tio n . He expla ined th is  to  the  
o ld e r m en fro m  Ep h e su s w h e n  he m et w ith  
th e m  at M ile tu s . Said Paul: " I  have e x h ib it­
ed to  you in all th in g s  th a t by th u s  la b o r­

Jesus had a self-sacrificing spirit. 
Do you?
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M aurice and Be tty  have no reg rets over no t 
tak ing  up a life  o f ease, fo llo w in g  years o f hard  
w o rk  in ra is in g  and p ro v id in g  fo r  th e ir  fa m i­
ly. N o w  th a t the y  are re tired , the y  w a n t to  con­
tin u e  do ing  so m e th in g  use fu l and m e a n in g fu l 
w ith  th e ir  lives. "W e  do n o t s im p ly  w a n t to  s it  
back and relax n o w ," the y  say. "H e lp in g  o th e rs  
learn a b o u t Jehovah in a fo re ig n  c o u n try  gives 
us the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  keep d o in g  so m e th in g  
p u rp o se fu l."

Are you d e te rm ined  to  be se lf-sacrific ing?  
T h is  w ill n o t be easy. Th e re  is a c on sta n t ba t­
tle  betw een o u r im p e rfe c t hum an d esires and  
o u r e a rnest w ish  to  please God. (R o m a n s 7:21- 
2 3 ) B u t it  is a ba ttle  th a t can be w o n  if  
we let Jehovah d irec t o u r lives. (G a la tians 5 :16 , 
17) He su re ly  w ill rem e m b er o u r se lf-sa crific ing  
w o rk  in h is service and w ill bless us richly. In ­
deed, Jehovah God w ill 'op en th e  floodg ates o f 
the  heavens and actually e m p ty  o u t upon us a 
b lessing  u n til th e re  is no m ore w a n t/ — M alachi 
3:10; H e bre w s 6 :10 .

Paul focused his efforts on the 
Kingdom-preaching work

o th e rs ."  W h y  has Em m a chosen to  
devote h e r energ ies and a b ilitie s  to  
he lp  o th e rs  to  learn Sc rip tu ra l t ru th ?  
" I  could n o t im agine  d o ing  a n y th in g  
else. W h ile  s t il l  yo ung  and able to  do  
so, I ju s t  w a n t to  do as m uch as I 
can to  please Jehovah and he lp  o th ­
e rs. Sac rific ing  som e m ateria l advan­
tages is no big th in g . I am do ing  
o n ly  w h a t I o u g h t to  do in  v ie w  o f 
w h a t Jehovah has done fo r  m e ."

In O ur Next Issue

B i b l e  R e a d i n g — P r o f i t a b l e  
a n d  P l e a s u r a b l e

B l e s s e d  W i t h  a S p e c ia l  H e r i t a g e

" A  C h a r m i n g  M o u n t a i n  G o a t "
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Sa fe g u a r d  Yo u r  N a m e

A MAN who designs beautiful buildings 
makes a name for himself as an expert ar­

chitect. A young woman who excels scholasti­
cally becomes known as a brilliant student. 
Even a person who does nothing may make 
a name for himself as a sluggard. Emphasiz­
ing the value of making a favorable name, 
the Bible states: "A good name is more desir­
able than great riches, a good reputation than 
silver and gold."—Proverbs 22:1, An American 
Translation.

A good name is developed by many small 
acts over a period of time. All that is need­
ed to spoil it, though, is one foolish act. A sin­
gle incident of sexual misconduct, for example, 
can sully a fine reputation. In the 6th chapter 
of the Bible book of Proverbs, King Solomon of

Be cautious about cosigning a loan

ancient Israel provides a warning against atti­
tudes and actions that can spoil our reputation 
as well as damage our relationship with Jeho­
vah God. Among these are thoughtless pledges, 
laziness, deceit, and sexual immorality—essen­
tially things that Jehovah hates. Giving heed 
to this advice will help us safeguard our good 
name.

Deliver Yourself From Foolish Pledges
The 6th chapter of Proverbs opens with the 

words: "My son, i f  you have gone surety for your 
fellowman, i f  you have given your handshake 
even to the stranger, i f  you have been ensnared 
by the sayings o f  your mouth, i f  you have been 
caught by the sayings o f  your mouth, take this 
action then, my son, and deliver yourself, for 
you have com e into the palm  o f  your fellowm an: 
Go hum ble yourself and storm your fellowman 
with importunities."—Proverbs 6:1-3.

This proverb counsels against getting in­
volved in the business dealings of others, es­
pecially of strangers. Yes, the Israelites were to 
'sustain their brother who had grown poor and 
become financially weak.' (Leviticus 25:35-38) 
But some enterprising Israelites got involved 
in speculative business ventures and obtained 
financial backing by convincing others to 'go 
surety' for them, thus making them liable for 
the debt. Similar situations may arise today. Fi­
nancial institutions, for example, may require a 
cosigner before approving a loan they consid­
er risky. How unwise to make such a commit­
ment hastily in behalf of others! Why, it may 
entrap us financially, even giving us a bad 
name with banks and other creditors!

What if we find ourselves in the predica­
ment of having taken an action that seemed
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Be industrious like the antwise at first but upon closer 
scrutiny appears foolish? The 
advice is to set aside pride 
and "storm your fellow- 
man with importunities"
—with persistent requests.
We must do all we possibly 
can to set matters straight.
One reference work points 
out: "Leave no stone un­
turned until you have agreed 
with your adversary and com­
promised the matter, so that 
your bond may not come against 
you or yours." And this should be 
done without delay, for the king adds:
"Do not give any sleep to your eyes, nor any 
slum ber to your beam ing eyes. Deliver yourself 
like a gazelle from the hand and like a bird from  
the hand o f  the birdcatcher." (Proverbs 6:4, 5) 
Better it is to withdraw from an unwise com­
mitment when possible than to be entrapped 
by it.

Be Industrious Like the Ant
"Go to the ant, you lazy one; see its ways and 

becom e wise," admonishes Solomon. What 
wisdom can we gain from the ways of a little 
ant? The king answers: "Although it has no com­
mander, officer or ruler, it prepares its food even 
in the summer; it has gathered its food supplies 
even in the harvest."— Proverbs 6:6-8.

Ants are marvelously organized and remark­
ably cooperative with one another. Instinctive­
ly, they gather food supplies for the future. 
They have "no commander, officer or ruler." 
True, the queen ant is there, but she is queen 
only in the sense that she lays eggs and is the 
mother of the colony. She gives no commands. 
Even with no foreman to drive them or super­
visor to check on them, the ants keep tirelessly 
at their work.

Like the ant, should we not also be industri­
ous? Working hard and striving to improve in 
our work is good for us whether we are being 
monitored or not. Yes, in school, at our place

of employment, and while 
sharing in spiritual activities, 
we should do our best. As 
the ant benefits from its in­
dustriousness, so God wants 
us to 'see good for all our 
hard work.' (Ecclesiastes 3: 
13, 22; 5:18) A clean con­

science and personal satisfac­
tion are the rewards of hard 

work.—Ecclesiastes 5:12.
Using two rhetorical questions, 

Solomon tries to awaken a slothful 
one from his indolence: "How long, you 

lazy one, will you keep lying down? W hen will 
you rise up from your sleep?" Mimicking him in 
speech, the king adds: "A little more sleep, a lit­
tle more slumbering, a little more folding o f  the 
hands in lying down, and your poverty will cer­
tainly com e just like som e rover, and your want 
like an arm ed man." (Proverbs 6:9-11) While 
the lazy one is supine, poverty overtakes him 
with the speed of a bandit, and scarcity attacks 
him like an armed man. The fields of a slug­
gard quickly become full of weeds and nettles. 
(Proverbs 24:30, 31) His business enterprise 
suffers losses in no time. For how long would 
an employer tolerate an idler? And can a stu­
dent who is too lazy to study expect to do well 
in school?

Be Honest
Outlining yet another type of behavior that 

ruins a person's reputation in the community 
and his relationship with God, Solomon con­
tinues: "A good-for-nothing man, a man o f  hurt­
fulness, is walking with crookedness o f  speech, 
winking with his eye, making signs with his foot, 
making indications with his fingers. Perverseness 
is in his heart. He is fabricating something bad  
all the time. He keeps sending out merely conten­
tions."—Proverbs 6:12-14.

This description is that of a deceiver. A liar 
usually tries to conceal his untruthfulness.
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How? Not merely '"with crookedness of 
speech" but also with body language. One 
scholar points out: "Gestures, tone of voice, 
and even facial expressions are calculated 
methods of deception; behind a facade of sin­
cerity lurks a perverted mind and spirit of dis­
cord." Such a good-for-nothing man is fabricat­
ing evil schemes and is causing contentions all 
the time. How will things turn out for him?

"That is why suddenly there will come his di­
saster/' answers the king of Israel. "In an instant 
he will be broken, and there will be no healing." 
(Proverbs 6:15) When he is exposed, the liar's 
reputation is ruined instantly. Who will trust 
him again? His end is indeed disastrous, for "all 
the liars" are listed among those who will suf­
fer everlasting death. (Revelation 21:8) By all 
means, let us "conduct ourselves honestly in 
all things."—Hebrews 13:18.

Hate What Jehovah Hates
Hatred for badness—what a deterrent that is 

from committing acts that damage our reputa­
tion! Should we not then cultivate an abhor­
rence for what is bad? But exactly what should 
we hate? Solomon states: "There are six things 
that Jehovah does hate; yes, seven are things de­
testable to his soul: lofty eyes, a false tongue, 
and hands that are shedding innocent blood, a 
heart fabricating hurtful schemes, feet that are 
in a hurry to run to badness, a false wit­
ness that launches forth lies, and anyone sending 
forth contentions am ong brothers."— Proverbs 6: 
16-19.

The seven categories that the proverb men­
tions are basic and cover virtually all types 
of wrongs. "Lofty eyes" and "a heart fab­
ricating hurtful schemes" are sins committed 
in thought. "A false tongue" and "a false wit­
ness that launches forth lies" are sinful words. 
"Hands that are shedding innocent blood" and 
"feet that are in a hurry to run to bad­
ness" are wicked deeds. And especially hateful 
to Jehovah is the type of individual who takes 
keen delight in kindling strife among people 
who otherwise would dwell together peaceful-

Cuard a g a inst h a rm fu l gossip

ly. The increase in the number from six to sev­
en suggests that the list is not intended to be 
complete, since humans ever keep multiplying 
their evil deeds.

Indeed, we need to develop a loathing for 
what God hates. For instance, we must shun 
"lofty eyes" or any other display of pride. And 
harmful gossip is certainly to be avoided, for 
it can easily cause "contentions among broth­
ers." By spreading unkind hearsay, unjustifi­
able criticism, or lies, we may not be "shedding 
innocent blood," but we surely can destroy an­
other person's good reputation.

"Do Not Desire Her Prettiness"
Solomon begins the next segment of his 

counsel by saying: "Observe, O my son, the com­
m andm ent o f  your father, and do not forsake the 
law o f  your mother. Tie them upon your heart 
constantly; bind them upon your throat." The 
reason? "When you walk about, it will lead you; 
when you lie down, it will stand guard over you; 
and when you have waked up, it itself will make 
you its concern."— Proverbs 6:20-22.

Can a Scriptural upbringing really safeguard 
us from the snare of sexual immorality? Yes, it 
can. We are assured: "The com m andm ent is a 
lamp, and a light the law is, and the reproofs o f  
discipline are the way o f  life, to guard you against 
the bad woman, against the sm oothness o f  the 
tongue o f  the foreign woman." (Proverbs 6:23, 
24) Remembering the counsel of God's Word 
and using it as 'a lamp to our foot and a light 
to our roadway' will help us resist the smooth
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invitations of a bad woman, or a bad man for 
that matter—Psalm 119:105.

"Do not desire her prettiness in your heart," ad­
monishes the wise king, "and may she not take 
you with her lustrous eyes ." Why? "Because in 
b eh a lf o f  a woman prostitute one comes down 
to a round lo a f o f  bread; but as regards another 
man's wife, she hunts even for a precious soul." 
—Proverbs 6:25, 26.

Does Solomon refer to an adulterous wife as 
a prostitute? Perhaps. Or it could be that he dis­
tinguishes between the consequences of com­
mitting immorality with a prostitute and those 
resulting from adultery with another man's 
wife. The one having intimacies with a prosti­
tute can be reduced to "a round loaf of bread" 
—to extreme poverty. He may even succumb 
to painful and crippling sexually transmitted 
diseases, including deadly AIDS. On the other 
hand, the one seeking intimacies with anoth­
er's marriage mate would be in greater im­
mediate danger under the Law. An adulterous 
wife endangers the "precious soul" of her illic­
it partner. "More than the shortening of life by 
dissipation . . .  is intended," says one reference 
work. "The sinner is liable to the death pen­
alty." (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22) In 
any case, regardless of her physical beauty, 
such a woman is not to be desired.

'Do Not Rake Fire Into Your Bosom'
To emphasize the danger of adultery further, 

Solomon asks: "Can a man rake together fire 
into his bosom  and yet his very garments not be 
burned? Or can a m an walk upon the coals and 
his feet themselves not be scorched?" Explaining 
the meaning of the illustration, he says: "Like­
wise with anyone having relations with the wife 
o f  his fellowman, no one touching her will re­
m ain unpunishable." (Proverbs 6:27-29) Such a 
sinner will surely be punished.

"People do not despise a th ief just because he 
commits thievery to fill his soul when he is hun­
gry," we are reminded. Even so, "when found, 
he will m ake it good with seven times as much;

all the valuables o f  his house he will give." (Prov­
erbs 6:30, 31) In ancient Israel, a thief was re­
quired to make payment even if it took all he 
had.* How much more worthy of punishment 
would be an adulterer, who has no excuse for 
what he has done!

"Anyone committing adultery with a woman 
is in want o f  heart"  states Solomon. A man in 
want of heart lacks good judgment, since he 
"is bringing his own soul to ruin." (Proverbs 6: 
32) Outwardly, he may appear to be a reputa­
ble person, but the inner man is seriously lack­
ing in proper development.

There is more to the fruitage that an adul­
terer reaps. "A plague and dishonor he will find, 
and his reproach itself will not be wiped out. For 
the rage o f  an able-bodied man is jealousy, and  
he will not show compassion in the day o f  ven­
geance. He will have no consideration for any 
sort o f  ransom, neither will he show willing­
ness, no m atter how large you m ake the present." 
—Proverbs 6:33-35.

A thief can compensate for what he stole, 
but an adulterer can make no repayment. 
What compensation could he offer an angry 
husband? No amount of pleading is likely to 
win the wrongdoer compassion. In no way can 
the adulterer make restitution for his sin. The 
reproach and dishonor heaped upon his own 
name remains. Moreover, he can in no way 
ransom himself or buy freedom from the pun­
ishment he deserves.

How wise it is to stay clear of adultery as well 
as other conduct and attitudes that defame 
our good name and may bring reproach upon 
God! May we, then, be careful not to make 
foolish pledges. Let industriousness and truth­
fulness adorn our reputation. And as we en­
deavor to hate what Jehovah hates, may we 
make a good name with him and our fellow- 
man.

* According to th e  M osaic Law, a th ief was required to  
pay back double, fourfold, or fivefold. (Exodus 2 2 :1 -4 )  
The term  "seven tim es" likely denotes a full m easu re  of  
penalty, w hich could be m an y tim es m o re  th a n  w hat he 
stole.
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Hu m b l e  Jo sia h

HAD JEHOVAH'S FAVOR

FIVE-YEAR-O LD Prince Josiah o f Judah m u st be 
frightened. H is m other, Jedidah, is m o u rn in g . 

Jedidah has reason to  cry because Josiah's g rand­
father, King M anasseh, has d ied .—2 K ings 21 :18 .

N ow  Josiah's fa ther, A m on, w ill be Judah's 
king. (2  C hro n ic le s 3 3 :2 0 )  Tw o  years la te r 
(6 59  B .C .E.), A m on is m urdered  by his servants. 
Th e  people strike d o w n the  consp ira tors and 
make young Josiah king. (2  K ings 2 1 :24; 2  C h ro n­
icles 33 :25 ) D u rin g  A m o n 's  re ign, Josiah had be­
come accustomed to  the  sm ell o f incense th a t 
filled Jerusalem 's a ir because o f the  m any roo f­
top altars before w h ich  people prostra ted th e m ­
selves to  false gods. Pagan p riests could be seen 
parading about, and devotees—even som e w h o  
claimed to be w o rsh ip in g  Jehovah—were sw ear­
ing by the god M alcam .—Zephaniah  1:1, 5.

Josiah knows th a t A m on acted wickedly by 
w o rsh ip ing  false deities. Judah's young king also 
comes to a bette r un d e rsta n d in g  o f the  procla­
m ations o f G od 's p ro phe t Ze phan iah . By the  tim e  
Josiah is 15 (6 52  B .C .E .), he is in the  e ig hth  year 
o f his reign and has dete rm ined to  heed Zephani-  
ah's w ord s. W h ile  he is s till a boy, Josiah begins to  
search fo r Jehovah.—2 C hronic les 33:21, 22 ; 34 :3.

Josiah Swings Into Action!
Fo u r years pass and Josiah begins to  purge Ju­

dah and Jerusalem o f false re lig ion  (6 4 8  B .C .E .). 
He destroys the  ido ls, the  sacred poles, and the  
incense altars used in Baal w o rsh ip . Im ages o f 
false gods are g ro u n d  in to  p o w d e r th a t is the n  
scattered on the  graves o f tho se  w h o  sacrificed 
to  the m . A lta rs used fo r unclean w o rsh ip  are des­
ecrated and the n  d e m o lish e d .—2 K ing s 23 :8-14.

Josiah's purge is in fu ll sw in g  w h e n  Jeremiah, 
the  son o f a Levite priest, comes to  Jerusalem  
(647  B .C .E .). Jehovah God has appointed young

Young K ing  Josiah  
earnestly  searched fo r  Jehovah

Jeremiah as h is p rophet, and h o w  forcefu lly  he 
declares Jehovah's message aga inst false reli­
g io n ! Josiah was a b out the  same age as Jeremi­
ah. D esp ite  Josiah's courageous purge and  
Jerem iah's fearless proclam ations, th o u g h , the  

people quickly relapse in to  false w o rsh ip .—Jere­
m iah 1:1-10.

A Priceless Discovery!
Som e five years pass. Twenty-five-year-old Jo­

siah has been ru lin g  fo r a b ou t 18 years. He  
su m m ons Shaphan, the  secretary; Maaseiah, the  
chief o f the  city; and the  recorder Joah. Th e  
king com m ands Shaphan: 'Te ll H ilk iah, the  high  

priest, to  take the  m oney th a t the  doorkeep­
ers o f the  tem ple have gathered fro m  the  peo­
ple and hand it  over to  the  w o rkm e n so th a t they  
may repair the  house o f Jehovah.'—2 K ings 22 : 
3-6; 2 Chronicles 34 :8.

From  early m o rn in g , repairers o f the  tem ple  
w o rk  in d u strio u sly . Su re ly  Josiah is g ra te fu l to  Je­
hovah th a t the  w orkers are u n d o in g  the  damage  
th a t som e o f h is wicked ancestors d id  to  G od 's  
house. As the  w o rk  progresses, Shaphan comes 
to  make a rep ort. B u t w h a t is th is?  W h y , he is car­
ry ing  a ro ll! He explains th a t H ig h  Prie st H ilk iah  
has fo und  "th e  book o f Jehovah's law by the  hand
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o f M o se s." (2  Chronic les 34:12-18) W h a t a discov­
e ry—undo ub te d ly  the  o rig ina l copy o f the  Law!

Josiah is eager to  hear every w o rd  o f the book. 
As Shaphan reads, the  king trie s  to  see how  each 
com m and applies to  h im  and to  the  people. Es­
pecially is he im pressed by ho w  the  book em pha­
sizes tru e  w o rsh ip  and fo rete lls the  plagues and 
exile th a t w o u ld  come if the  people engaged in 
fa lse re lig ion . N o w  rea lizing th a t no t all o f G od 's  
com m ands have been carried out, Josiah tears 
his ga rm e nts and gives H ilk iah, Shaphan, and 
o th e rs the  order: 'In q u ire  o f Jehovah about the  
w o rd s o f th is  book; fo r great is Jehovah's rage set 
afire against us because o u r fo re fa thers did no t 
listen to  the  w o rd s o f th is  book.'—2 Kings 22:11 - 
13; 2  Chronic les 34:19-21.

Jehovah's Word Is Relayed
Josiah's m essengers go to  H u ld a h  the  p ro p h ­

etess in Jerusalem  and re tu rn  w ith  a report. H u l­
dah has relayed the  w o rd  o f Jehovah, indicating  
th a t th e  calamities recorded in the  new ly fo und  
book w ill befall the  apostate nation. Because 
o f h u m b lin g  h im se lf before Jehovah God, h o w ­
ever, Josiah w ill n o t have to  look upon the  calam­
ity. He w ill be gathered to  h is fo re fa thers and be 
taken to  h is graveyard in peace.—2 K ings 22:14-  
20 ; 2  Chronic les 34 :22-28 .

W as H u ld a h 's  prophecy accurate, since Josiah 
died in battle? (2  K ings 2 3 :2 8 -3 0 ) Yes, fo r the  
"peace" in w h ich  he was gathered to  his grave­
yard is in contrast w ith  " th e  calam ity" due to  
come upon Judah. (2  K ings 22 :2 0 ; 2 C h ro n ­
icles 3 4 :2 8 ) Josiah died before the  calamity o f 
6 0 9 -6 0 7  B .C .E. w h e n  the  Babylonians besieged 
and destroyed Jerusalem . A nd 'be ing  gathered  
to  o n e 's  fo re fa th e rs ' does n o t necessarily exclude 
d y ing  a v io le n t death. A com parable expression  
is used w ith  reference to  both  v io le n t and no n­
v io le n t deaths.— D e ute ro nom y 31:16; 1 K ings 2: 
10; 2 2 :34 , 40 .

True Worship Advances
Josiah gathers the  people o f Jerusalem at the  

tem ple  and reads to  the m  "a ll the  w o rd s o f the  
book o f the  covenant" th a t had been fo und  in

Jehovah's house. He the n  makes a covenant " to  
walk a fte r Jehovah and to  keep h is com m and­
m ents and his te stim o n ies and h is sta tu tes w ith  

all the  heart and w ith  all th e  sou l by carry ing o u t  
the  w o rd s o f th is  covenant th a t w ere w ritte n  in 

th is  bo o k." A ll the  people take th e ir  stand  in the  

covenant.—2 K ings 23 :1-3 .

K ing Josiah no w  launches a n o th e r and ev­
idently  m ore intensive cam paign a g a inst ido la­
try . Th e  fo re ign-god p riests o f Judah are p u t  
o u t o f business. Levite priests involved in u n ­
clean w o rsh ip  lose th e ir priv ilege o f se rv ing  at Je­
hovah's altar, and the  h igh  places b u ilt  d u rin g  

King So lo m o n 's  reign are rendered u n fit  fo r  w o r­
sh ip . Th e  purge also takes in the  te rr ito ry  o f the  
fo rm e r ten-tribe  k ingdom  o f Israel, o v e rth ro w n  
earlier by the  A ssyrians (740  B .C .E .).

In fu lf il lm e n t o f w o rd s spoken 3 0 0  years earli­
er by an unnam ed "m a n  o f the  tru e  G o d ," Josi­
ah b u rn s  the  bones o f p riests o f Baal on the  al­
ta r th a t K ing Jeroboam I set up at Bethel. H ig h  

places are removed there  and in the  o th e r cit­
ies, and id o la tro us p riests are sacrificed on th e  

very altars w he re  they have o ffic ia ted.— 1 K ing s  

13:1-4; 2 K ings 23 :4-20 .

A Grand Passover Is Held
Josiah's acts in p ro m o tin g  pure  w o rsh ip  have 

divine backing. As long as he lives, the  king w ill 
thank God th a t the  people do "n o t  tu rn  aside  

fro m  fo llo w in g  Jehovah the  God o f th e ir  fo re ­
fa th e rs ." (2  C hronic les 3 4 :3 3 ) A nd h o w  can Jo­
siah fo rg e t a w o n d e rfu l event th a t took place in 

the  18th  year o f h is reign?

Th e  king com m ands the  people: "H o ld  a pass- 
over to  Jehovah y o u r God according to  w h a t is 
w ritte n  in [the  recently fo u n d ] book o f the  cove­
n a n t." (2  K ings 2 3 :2 1 ) Josiah rejoices to  see the  
fine  response. Fo r th is  observance, he h im se lf 
contribu tes 3 0 ,0 0 0  Passover anim als and 3 ,0 0 0  
head o f cattle. W h a t a Passover! In its o ffe ring s, 
w ell-p lanned a rrangem ents, and n u m b e r o f 
w o rsh ip e rs, it  surpasses any Passover held since 
the  days o f the  p ro p h e t Sam uel.—2 K ings 2 3 :2 2 , 
23 ; 2  C hronic les 35:1-19.
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Josiah destroyed the h igh places and p rom oted true  w o rsh ip

Greatly Lamented in Death
Fo r th e  re s t o f h is  3 1 -year re ig n  (6 5 9 -  

629  B .C .E.), Josiah ru les as a good king. Tow a rd  

the  end o f h is ru le , he learns th a t Pharaoh Necho  
plans to  pass th ro u g h  Judah on h is way to  in te r­
cept the  arm ies o f Babylon and th u s  help A ssyr­
ia's king at Carchem ish on the  Euphra tes River. 
For som e undisc losed reason, Josiah goes o u t to  
f ig h t the  Egyptian. Necho sends m essengers to  
him , saying: "R e fra in  fo r y o u r o w n  sake because 
o f God, w h o  is w ith  me, and do n o t let h im  
b ring  you to  ru in . "  B u t Josiah d isgu ise s h im se lf 
and trie s to  tu rn  the  Egyp tians back at M eg iddo . 
—2 C hronic les 35 :20 -22 .

To o  bad fo r the  king o f Judah! Enem y arch­
ers h it  th e ir  m ark, and he te lls h is servants: "Take  
me d o w n, fo r I have been very severely w o u n d ­

e d ." Th e y  remove Josiah fro m  h is w a r chari­
ot, place h im  in a n o th e r one, and head fo r  
Jerusalem. Th e re  o r en rou te  to  the  city, Josiah 

breathes h is last. " T h u s  he died and was b u r­
ied in the  graveyard o f h is fo re fa th e rs ," says the  

insp ired  account, "a n d  all Judah and Jerusalem  

were m o u rn in g  over Josiah." Jeremiah chanted 
over h im , and the  king became th e  subject o f 
dirges on special occasions the rea fte r.—2 C h ro n ­
icles 35 :23-25 .

Yes, K ing  Josiah made a regrettable m is­
take w h e n  he engaged the  Egyp tians in battle. 
(Psa lm  130 :3 ) N everthe less, h is h u m ility  and h is  
firm n e ss  fo r tru e  w o rsh ip  b ro u g h t h im  G o d 's  ap­
proval. H o w  w ell Josiah's life illu stra te s th a t Jeho­
vah show s favor to  h is devoted se rva nts o f h u m ­
ble h e a rt!— Proverbs 3 :34 ; James 4 :6 .
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Christian Love
More Than Just Talk

T A THEN a fire consumed their home in
\ V Trinidad, the Bartholomew family lost 

everything except their lives. A relative living 
nearby was able to take them in, but that did 
not end the story.

Olive Bartholomew is one of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, and members of the congregation 
in which she serves—as well as those in sur­
rounding areas—began making contributions 
toward rebuilding the house that she and her 
family lost. A committee was set up to over­
see the rebuilding project, and construction 
began. About 20 Witnesses, along with some

neighbors, were on the scene. Even youths 
joined in, while others were on hand to offer 
refreshments.

"My family is overwhelmed," said Olive, 
as reported in Trinidad's Sunday Guardian. 
"They are not Witnesses, and my husband is 
still in shock at what he is seeing."

In summarizing the effort, the coordinator 
of the construction project stressed that such 
acts are truly identifying marks of true Chris­
tianity. "We don't just go from home to home 
talking about love," he stated. "We are trying M  
to practice what we preach."—John 13:34, 35.
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