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"Fo lks never understand the folks they hate."
-JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL, ESSAYIST AND DIPLOMAT.

HATE seems to be all around us today.
Such names as East Timor, Kosovo, Li­

beria, Littleton, and Sarajevo—as well as neo- 
Nazi, skinhead, and white supremacist—have 
been etched in our minds along with linger­
ing images of charred ruins, freshly dug mass 
graves, and dead bodies.

Dreams of a future free of hate, con­
flict, and violence have been shattered. Da­
nielle Mitterand, wife of the late French pres­
ident, remembered about her youth: "People 
dreamed of living freely in a fraternal society 
they could trust; of being at one with them­
selves living among and with others; they 
dreamed of living healthy, peaceful and dig­
nified lives in a strong and generous world 
that watched over them." What happened to 
those ideals? She lamented: "Half a century 
later, our dream has admittedly come under 
attack."

The present resurgence of hate simply can­
not be ignored. It is more widespread, and 
it is appearing in increasingly blatant forms. 
The sense of individual security that millions 
take for granted has been compromised by a 
wave of senseless acts of hate, each seemingly 
more horrific than the preceding one. Even if 
we are spared hate in our home or our coun­
try, it lies in wait for us elsewhere. We prob­
ably see evidence of it every day on the tele­
vision screen in news and current affairs

broadcasts. Some of it has even spilled over to 
the Internet. Consider a few examples.

The last decade has seen an unprecedented 
rise of nationalism. "Nationalism," observed 
Joseph S. Nye, Jr., director of the Harvard 
Center for International Affairs, "is becoming 
stronger in most of the world, not weaker. In­
stead of one global village there are villages 
around the globe more aware of each other. 
That, in turn, increases the opportunities for 
conflict."

Other forms of hate are more insidious, 
hidden within the borders of a country or 
even within the limits of a neighborhood. 
When five skinheads murdered an elderly 
Sikh in Canada, this event "highlighted what 
some see as a resurgence of hate crimes in a 
country often praised for its racial tolerance." 
In Germany, after declining steadily in previ­
ous years, racist attacks by extremists surged 
by 27 percent in 1997. "It is a discourag­
ing development," remarked Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther.

In northern Albania a report revealed that 
more than 6,000 children have become vir­
tual prisoners in their own homes for fear of 
being shot by enemies of their families. These 
children are victims of the vendetta tradi­
tion, "which has paralysed life for thousands 
of families." In the United States, according to
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the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), "ra­
cial prejudice motivated more than half the 
7,755 hate crimes committed in 1998 that 
were reported to the FBI." Some of the mo­
tives for the rest of the hate crimes involved 
prejudice regarding religion, ethnic or nation­
al origin, and disabilities.

Moreover, newspaper headlines each day 
point to an epidemic of xenophobia, which is 
directed primarily against refugees, who now 
number more than 21 million people. Sad to

say, the majority of those expressing hate to­
ward foreigners are young people, egged on 
by irresponsible political figures and others 
looking for scapegoats. Less obvious signs of 
the same phenomenon include distrust, in­
tolerance, and stereotyping of people who are 
different.

What are some of the reasons for this epi­
demic of hate? And what can be done to erad­
icate hatred? The following article will deal 
with these questions.

The Only Way to Eradicate Hate
"Th e re  is no hate w ith o u t fear. . . . We hate w hat we fear 

and so where hate is, fear is lu rk ing ."
-CYRIL CONNOLLY, LITERARY CRITIC AND EDITOR.

MANY sociologists believe that hate is 
deeply rooted in the human uncon­

scious. "A large part of it may even be hard­
wired," built into the very nature of humans, 
said a political scientist.

It is understandable that students of hu­
man nature reach such conclusions. Their 
only subjects for study are men and women 
born "with error" and "in sin," according to 
the inspired record of the Bible. (Psalm 51:5) 
Even the Creator himself, appraising imper­
fect man millenniums ago, "saw that the bad­
ness of man was abundant in the earth and 
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only bad all the time."—Genesis 6:5.

Prejudice, discrimination, and their result­
ing hate are products of man's inherent 
imperfection and selfishness. (Deuteronomy 
32:5) Sadly, no human agency or govern­
ment, whatever its policy, has been able to 
legislate a change in man's heart on such 
matters. Foreign correspondent Johanna Mc-
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Geary remarked: "No globocop, however 
powerful, can step in to wipe out the ha­
treds that have made Bosnia, Somalia, Liberia, 
Kashmir, the Caucasus run with blood."

Before we start looking for solutions, how­
ever, we have to get a basic understanding of 
what is behind the manifestations of hatred.

Hate Fed by Fear
Hate comes in ever so many shades and 

forms. Writer Andrew Sullivan summed up 
the matter nicely: "There is hate that fears, 
and hate that merely feels contempt; there 
is hate that expresses power, and hate that 
comes from powerlessness; there is revenge, 
and there is hate that comes from envy. . . . 
There is the oppressor's hate, and the victim's 
hate. There is hate that burns slowly, and hate 
that fades. And there is hate that explodes, 
and hate that never catches fire."

Without doubt, some of the principal fac­
tors generating hateful conflict in our times



What Would Jesus Have Done?
In June 1998 , th re e  w h ite  m en in  ru ra l 

Texas in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s attacked James 
Byrd , Jr., a black m an. Th e y  to o k  h im  to  a re­
m ote, desolate  area, beat h im , and chained  
h is legs to g e th e r. Th e n  th e y  attached h im  to  
a pickup tru c k  and d ragged h im  th re e  
m iles d o w n  th e  road u n til h is  body h it  a 
c ulvert. T h is  has been d ub b e d  th e  decade's 
(1 9 9 0 's )  m o st h o rr if ic  hate crim e.

Th re e  s is te rs  o f James Byrd  are Jehovah's  
W itn e sse s . H o w  do th e y  feel a b o u t th e  p e r­
p e tra to rs  o f th is  h o rr ib le  c rim e? In a jo in t  
sta te m e n t, th e y  sa id : "H a v in g  a loved one  
to rtu re d  and lynched produced an u n ­
im a g inab le  sense o f loss and pa in . H o w  
does one respo nd  to  such a b ru ta l act? Re­
ta lia tio n , ha te fu l speech, o r p ro m o tio n  o f 
ha te-rid den p ropaganda never entered o u r  
m in d . W e  th o u g h t: 'W h a t  w o u ld  Jesus have 
done? H o w  w o u ld  he have resp o n d e d ? ' 
T h e  a n sw e r w as c rysta l clear. H is  m essage  
w o u ld  have been one o f peace and h o p e ."

A m o n g  th e  S c rip tu ra l re ferences th a t  
he lped th e m  p re ve n t hate  fro m  d e ve lo p ­
ing  in  th e ir  h e a rts  w a s R o m a n s 12:17-19. 
T h e  ap ostle  Paul w ro te : "R e tu rn  evil fo r  evil 
to  no one. . . .  I f  p o ssib le , as fa r as it  
d e p e nd s u p o n  yo u , be peaceable w ith  all 
m en. D o  n o t avenge y o u rse lv e s, be loved, 
b u t y ie ld  place to  th e  w ra th ; fo r  i t  is w r i t ­
te n : 'Vengeance is m in e ; I w ill  repay, says 
J e h o v a h .'"

T h e y  c o n tin u e d : "W e  recall th e  rea lis tic  
sta te m e n ts  m ade in  o u r  p u b lic a tio n s  th a t  
som e in ju s tic e s  o r c rim es are so  h o rre n ­
d o u s th a t i t  w ill  be h a rd e r to  say, 'I fo r­
give y o u ' and ju s t  w a lk  away. Fo rg ive n e ss  
in  such insta nce s could  be ju s t  le ttin g  go  
o f th e  re se n tm e n t so th a t one  can m ove on  
w ith  o n e 's  life  and n o t becom e physica lly  
o r m e n ta lly  ill because o f h a rb o rin g  re se n t­
m e n t."  W h a t an e lo q u e n t te s tim o n y  to  th e  
p o w e r o f th e  B ib le  to  p re ve n t deep-seated  
ha tre d  fro m  ta k in g  ro o t!

are social and economic. Strong prejudices 
and outbursts of hate are often to be found 
in those areas where the group occupying 
the more economically favored position is in 
the minority. Also, hate often exists where 
the standard of living of a section of the 
community is threatened by an influx of 
foreigners.

Some may feel that these newcomers will 
compete for jobs, worldng at lower wages, or 
will cause the value of property to decrease. 
Whether such fears are justified or not is an­
other matter. Fear of economic loss and fear 
that the standards of the community or of 
life-style will suffer are powerful factors induc­
ing prejudice and hate.

What should be the first step toward the 
eradication of hate? A change of attitudes.

Changing Attitudes
"True change can come only from the vo­

lition of the peoples involved," observed Mc- 
Geary. And how can people's volition be 
changed? Experience has shown that the most 
powerful, most motivating, and most endur­
ing influence against the development of hate 
comes from God's Word, the Bible. This is 
because "the word of God is alive and ex­
erts power and is sharper than any two-edged 
sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and their marrow, and 
is able to discern thoughts and intentions of 
the heart."—Hebrews 4:12.

Admittedly, the uprooting of prejudice and 
hatred does not occur automatically, nor does 
it happen overnight. But it can be done. Je­
sus Christ, the great motivator of hearts and
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Animosity Turned
In  rec e n t ye a rs, th o u sa n d s  o f im m i­

g ra n ts  have stream ed in to  Greece searching  
fo r  w o rk . W o rse n in g  econom ic c o n d itio n s, 
how ever, have reduced jo b  o p p o rtu n itie s , 
and th is  has in te n s ifie d  th e  s tru g g le  fo r em ­
p lo y m e n t As a re su lt o f th is , th e re  is g reat 
a n im o s ity  am ong va rio u s  e thn ic  g ro u p s. A 
typ ica l exam ple is th e  r iv a lry  betw een im ­
m ig ra n ts  fro m  A lbania  and th o se  fro m  B u l­
garia . In  m any areas o f Greece, in tense  
c o m p e titio n  has taken place betw een peo­
ple o f these  tw o  g ro u p s.

In  th e  to w n  o f K ia to, in n o rth e a ste rn  Pel- 
o p o n n iso s , a B u lg a ria n  fa m ily  and an A l­
banian m an sta rte d  s tu d y in g  th e  B ib le  w ith

sensitizer of consciences, was able to move 
people to change. Millions have succeeded in 
following Jesus Christ's wise counsel: "Contin­
ue to love your enemies and to pray for those 
persecuting you."—Matthew 5:44.

True to his teachings, Jesus included in the 
group of his most trusted friends Matthew, a 
former tax collector, one who had been a hat­
ed outcast in Jewish society. (Matthew 9:9; 11: 
19) Furthermore, Jesus instituted a way of pure 
worship that would eventually embrace thou­
sands of the previously excluded and hated 
Gentiles. (Galatians 3:28) People from all 
around the then known world became follow­
ers of Jesus Christ. (Acts 10:34, 35) These in­
dividuals became known for their surpass­
ing love. (John 13:35) When hate-filled men 
stoned to death Jesus' disciple Stephen, his 
final words were: "Jehovah, do not charge this 
sin against them." Stephen wanted the best for 
those who hated h im —Acts 6:8-14; 7:54-60.

Modern-day true Christians have similarly 
responded to Jesus' counsel to do good, not 
just to their Christian brothers, but even to 
those who hate them. (Galatians 6:10) They 
are working hard to eliminate malicious ha­

Into Friendship
Jehovah's W itn e sse s  and g o t to  kno w  one  
a nothe r. T h e  ap p lica tion  o f B ib le  p rin c ip le s  
m elted th e  a n im o s ity  th a t e x ists  be tw een  
m any fro m  the se  tw o  e thn ic  g ro u p s. I t  also  
c o n trib u te d  to  a g e n u in e  b ro th e rly  fr ie n d ­
sh ip  betw een the se  in d iv id u a ls . Ivan, a B u l­
garian, even assisted  Lo u lis , th e  A lb a n ia n , 
to  fin d  a ccom m od ations ne xt to  Iv a n 's  
house . T h e  tw o  fa m ilie s  o fte n  share  th e ir  
food and th e ir  fe w  m ateria l b e lo n g in g s. 
Bo th  m en are n o w  ba ptized  W itn e sse s  o f Je­
hovah and cooperate closely in  p reaching  
the  good new s. N eedless to  say, th is  C h ris ­
tia n  fr ie n d sh ip  does n o t go un n o tic e d  by 
n e ig h b o rs.

tred from their lives. Recognizing the powerful 
forces that can engender hatred within them, 
they take positive action and replace hatred 
with love. Yes, as an ancient wise man said, 
"hatred is what stirs up contentions, but love 
covers over even all transgressions."—Proverbs 
10:12.

The apostle John stated: "Everyone who 
hates his brother is a manslayer, and you Joiow 
that no manslayer has everlasting life remain­
ing in him." (1 John 3:15) Jehovah's Witness­
es believe that. As a result, they are now being 
integrated—from all ethnic, cultural, religious, 
and political backgrounds—into one united, 
hate-free community, a genuine global broth­
erhood.—See accompanying boxes.

Hate Will Be Eradicated!
'But,' you may say, 'that's all well and good 

for the individuals involved. However, this 
will not make hatred disappear from our earth 
altogether.' True, even if you do not have ha­
tred in your heart, you can still be its victim. 
So we have to look to God for the real solution 
to this global problem.

God purposes that all vestiges of hatred will
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U nder C o d 's  K ing d om  a ll vestiges o f  h atred  w ill be rem oved from  the e arth

soon be removed from the earth. This will 
take place under the rule of the heavenly gov­
ernment for which Jesus taught us to pray: 
"Our Father in the heavens, let your name be 
sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth." 
—Matthew 6:9,10.

When that prayer is fully answered, condi­
tions that foster hatred will exist no more. Sit­
uations that exploit it will have been eliminat­
ed. Propaganda, ignorance, and prejudice will 
have been replaced by enlightenment, truth, 
and righteousness. Then, indeed, God 'will 
have wiped out every tear, death will be no 
more, and neither will mourning nor outcry 
nor pain be anymore.'—Revelation 21:1-4.

Now even better news! There is irrefutable 
evidence that we are living in "the last days." 
Thus, we can be confident that very soon 
we will see ungodly hatred vanish from this 
earth. (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Matthew 24:3-14) In 
God's promised new world, a genuine spirit 
of brotherhood will exist because humankind 
will have been restored to perfection.—Luke 
23:43; 2 Peter 3:13.

But you do not have to wait until then to 
enjoy a genuine brotherhood. In fact, as illus­
trated in the accompanying accounts, Chris­
tian love has already found a place in millions 
of hearts that could otherwise be filled with 
hatred. You too are invited to become part of 
that loving brotherhood!
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T HE departure lounges at the international air­
ports in Brisbane and Sydney, Australia, were 

abuzz with more excitement than usual. A group 
of 46 people was set to fly to sun-drenched Samoa 
to rendezvous with 39 others from New Zealand, 
Hawaii, and the United States. Their luggage was 
most unusual—consisting primarily of tools, such 
as hammers, saws, and drills—not the sort of things 
one ordinarily takes on a trip to an attractive Pacif­
ic island. But, then, their mission was anything but 
ordinary.

Traveling at their own expense, they were about 
to spend two weeks as unpaid volunteers in a con­
struction program supervised by the Regional En­
gineering Office at the Australia branch office 
of Jehovah's Witnesses. The program, financed by 
voluntary contributions, involves building King­
dom Halls, Assembly Halls, missionary homes, and 
branch or translation facilities for the rapidly grow­
ing congregations of Jehovah's Witnesses in the 
Pacific islands. Let us meet some of the workers, 
who had been on Kingdom Hall building teams in 
their own countries.

Max, a roof sheeter, comes from Cowra in New 
South Wales, Australia. He is married and has five 
children. Arnold is from Hawaii. He and his wife 
have two sons, and he is also a pioneer, or full-time 
minister. Like Max, Arnold serves as an elder in his 
home congregation. Obviously, these men—and 
they are typical of most in the program—are not 
volunteers because they have time to spare. Rather, 
they and their families see a need, and they want to 
do what they can to assist.

Multinational Workers Fill a Vital Need
One place where their skills and services were 

needed was Tuvalu, a Pacific nation of about 10,500 
people located on a remote group of nine coral 
atolls close to the equator and northwest of Samoa. 
The islands, or atolls, each average about a square 
mile in area. By 1994, the 61 Witnesses there were 
urgently in need of a new Kingdom Hall and a larg­
er translation office.

In this part of the tropical Pacific, buildings must 
be designed and built to withstand frequent sav­
age storms and cyclones. But few quality building
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A s the p rojects ended, 
we rejo ice d  over w hat  

C o d 's  sp irit  h a d  
a cco m p lish e d

materials are available in the islands. The so­
lution? Every component—from roof sheet­
ing and trusses to furniture and curtains, toi­
let bowls and shower nozzles, even screws and 
nails—was shipped over in containers from 
Australia.

Before the materials arrived, a small advance 
team prepared the site and laid the founda­
tion. Then the international workers came in to 
erect, paint, and furnish the buildings.

All this activity in Tuvalu, incidentally, raised 
the ire of a local clergyman who announced 
over the radio that the Witnesses were erect­
ing a "Tower of Babel"! What, though, were the 
facts? "When the people building the Biblical 
Tower of Babel found that they could no longer 
understand one another because their language 
was confused by God, they had to abandon 
their project and leave the tower incomplete," 
remarks volunteer worker Graeme. (Genesis 11: 
1-9) "It is quite the opposite when working for 
Jehovah God. In spite of language and cultur­

al differences, the projects are always complet­
ed." And so was this one—in just two weeks. 
Indeed, 163 people, including the prime minis­
ter's wife, attended the dedication ceremony.

Doug, the project supervisor, reflecting on 
the experience, says: "It was a joy to work 
with the volunteers from other countries. We 
have different ways of doing things, different 
terminology, even different systems of mea­
surement, yet none of these things caused any 
problems." Having been on a number of such 
projects now, he adds: "This reinforces in my 
mind that with Jehovah's backing his people 
can erect a building anywhere on this earth, re­
gardless of how isolated or difficult the site may 
be. Sure, we have many talented men, but it is 
Jehovah's spirit that makes it possible."

God's spirit also moves the Witness families 
in the islands to provide food and accommoda­
tions, which, for some, is quite a sacrifice. And 
it is deeply appreciated by those who receive 
such hospitality. Ken, from Melbourne, Austra­
lia, had worked on a similar project in French 
Polynesia. He notes: "We came as slaves, but 
we were treated like kings." Where possible, 
local Witnesses also help with the construction 
work. In the Solomon Islands, women mixed 
concrete—by hand. One hundred men and 
women climbed high into rain-soaked moun­
tains and carried down over 40 tons of timber. 
Young people pitched in too. One worker from 
New Zealand recalls: "I remember a young is­
land brother who carried two to three bags of 
cement at a time. And he shoveled gravel all 
day long in heat and rain."
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Having the local Witnesses participate in the 
work brings another benefit. The Watch Tower 
Society's Samoa branch office reports: "The is­
land brothers have learned trade skills that they 
can use in building Kingdom Halls and in do­
ing postcyclone repairs and reconstruction. It 
may also help them to earn a living in a com­
munity where many find that difficult."

The Building Program 
Gives a Fine Witness

Colin was in Honiara and saw the Solomon 
Islands Assembly Hall being built. Impressed, 
he wrote the Watch Tower Society's local 
branch office this message in Pidgin English: 
"Everyone they gettim one mind and no one 
they cross, they also one family." Shortly there­
after, when he returned to his village at Aruli- 
go, 25 miles away, he and his family built their 
own Kingdom Hall. Then they sent another 
message to the office: "Our Kingdom Hall, in­
cluding even a podium, is ready, so can we 
have some meetings here?" This was promptly 
arranged, and over 60 people attend regularly.

A European Union adviser saw the project in 
Tuvalu. "I guess everybody says this to you," he 
commented to a worker, "but to me this is sim­
ply a miracle!" A woman working at the tele­
phone exchange asked another visiting volun­
teer: "How come you are all so happy? It's so 
hot here!" They had never before seen Chris­
tianity at work in such a practical and self- 
sacrificing way.

Sacrifices Without Regrets
"He that sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully," says the Bible at 2 Corinthians 
9:6. The workers, their families, and their con­
gregations are continuing to sow generously in 
helping fellow Witnesses in the Pacific. "My 
own congregation donated over a third of my 
airfare," says Ross, an elder from Kincumber, 
near Sydney, "and my brother-in-law, who also 
came along, contributed an additional $500." 
Another worker paid for his trip by selling his

car. Still another sold some land. Kevin need­
ed an additional $900, so he decided to sell his 
16 two-year-old pigeons. Through an acquain­
tance, he located a buyer who offered him ex­
actly $900 for them!

"Was it worth the airfare and lost wages, to­
taling about $6,000?" Danny and Cheryl were 
asked. "Yes! Even at double that sum, it would 
have been more than worthwhile," they re­
plied. Alan, from Nelson, New Zealand, added: 
"With what it cost me to go to Tuvalu, I 
could have gone to Europe and had money 
left over. But would I have received the bless­
ings, or made so many friends of different 
backgrounds, or done something for someone 
else instead of for myself? No! Even so, what­
ever I gave our island brothers, they gave me 
far more in return."

Another key to the success of the program 
is family support. While some wives are able 
to accompany their husbands and even help 
on site, others have school-age children to care 
for or family businesses to tend to. "My wife's 
willingness to look after the children and the 
household while I was away," said Clay, "was 
by far a greater sacrifice than mine." Indeed, all 
husbands who were unable to take their wives 
along would add a hearty "Amen" to that!

Since the completion of the project in Tu­
valu, volunteer workers have constructed King­
dom Halls, Assembly Halls, missionary homes, 
and translation offices in Fiji, Tonga, Papua 
New Guinea, New Caledonia, and other places. 
Many projects, including some for locations in 
Southeast Asia, are still on the drawing board. 
Will there be enough workers?

Apparently that will not be a problem. 
"Everyone here who has participated in inter­
national building projects has asked to be re­
membered when another one is planned," 
writes the Hawaii branch office. "As soon as 
they return home, they begin saving for it." 
How can the program be anything but success­
ful when you add Jehovah's rich blessing to 
selfless dedication like that?
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Sacrifices 
That Pleased 

God
"Every h igh  p r iest is ap p o in ted  

to o f f e r  b o th  g ifts  a n d  sacrifices/'  
—HEBREWS 8:3.

/ / 'T 'O  SACRIFICE seems as 'natural' to man 
1  as to pray; the one indicates what he 

feels about himself, the other what he feels 
about God," writes Biblical historian Alfred Ed- 
ersheim. From the time that sin entered into 
the world, it has brought the pain of guilt, 
alienation from God, and helplessness. Relief 
from these is needed. It is easy to understand 
that when people find themselves in such a 
desperate state, they feel the need to turn to 
God for help.—Romans 5:12.

2 The first Bible record of offerings being 
made to God is in connection with Cain and 
Abel. We read: "It came about at the expira­
tion of some time that Cain proceeded to bring 
some fruits of the ground as an offering to Je­
hovah. But as for Abel, he too brought some 
firstlings of his flock, even their fatty pieces." 
(Genesis 4:3, 4) Next, we find that Noah, pre­
served by God through the great Flood that de­
stroyed the wicked generation of his day, was 
moved "to offer burnt offerings upon the al­
tar" to Jehovah. (Genesis 8:20) On several oc­
casions, God's faithful servant and friend Abra­
ham, moved by God's promises and blessings, 
'built an altar and called on the name of Je­
hovah.' (Genesis 12:8; 13:3, 4, 18) Later, Abra­
ham met the greatest test of his faith when

he Was told by jcnuvaii iu unci HU sun Isaac 
as a burnt offering. (Genesis 22:1-14) These ac­
counts, though brief, shed much light on the 
subject of sacrifice, as we shall see.

3 From these and other Bible accounts, it is 
clear that offering some form of sacrifice was 
a fundamental part of worship long before Je­
hovah gave specific laws regarding such. In line 
with that, one reference work defines "sacri­
fice" as "a religious rite in which an object is of­
fered to a divinity in order to establish, main­
tain, or restore a right relationship of man to 
the sacred order." But this brings up some im­
portant questions worthy of our careful con­
sideration, such as: Why is sacrifice needed in 
worship? What kind of sacrifices are acceptable 
to God? And what meaning do ancient sacri­
fices have for us today?

Why Is Sacrifice Needed?
4 When Adam sinned, he did so deliberately. 

His taking and eating the fruit from the tree of

1. Why do people feel the need to turn to God?
2. What record of early offerings to God do we find 
in the Bible?

3. What role do sacrifices play in worship?
4. What was the outcome for Adam and Eve when 
they sinned?
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the knowledge of good and bad was an inten­
tional act of disobedience. The penalty for that 
disobedient act was death, as God had clearly 
stated: "In the day you eat from it you will pos­
itively die." (Genesis 2:17) Adam and Eve even­
tually reaped the wages of sin—they perished. 
—Genesis 3:19; 5:3-5.

5 What, though, about Adam's offspring? 
Having inherited sin and imperfection from 
Adam, they are subjected to the same alien­
ation from God, hopelessness, and death that 
the first human pair experienced. (Romans 5: 
14) However, Jehovah is a God not only of jus­
tice and power but also—in fact, primarily—of 
love. (1 John 4:8, 16) So he takes the initiative 
to heal the breach. After stating that "the wages 
sin pays is death," the Bible goes on to say, "but 
the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Je­
sus our Lord."—Romans 6:23.

6 What Jehovah God eventually did to make 
good that gift was to provide something that 
would cover the loss resulting from Adam's 
transgression. In Hebrew, the word kaphar' at 
first probably meant "cover" or perhaps "wipe 
off," and it is also translated "atonement."* In 
other words, Jehovah provided a suitable 
means to cover over sin inherited from Adam 
and wipe out the damage that resulted so that 
those who qualify for that gift could be liber­
ated from the condemnation of sin and death. 
—Romans 8:21.

7 The hope of being set free from enslave-

* Insight on the Scriptures, published by the Watch- 
tower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., explains: 
"As used in the Bible, 'atonement' has the basic thought 
of 'cover' or 'exchange,' and that which is given in ex­
change for, or as a 'cover' for, another thing must be its
duplicate___To make adequate atonement for what was
forfeited by Adam, a sin offering having the precise val­
ue of a perfect human life would have to be provided."

5. Why did Jehovah take the initiative in behalf of 
Adam's offspring, and what did He do for them?
6. What is Jehovah's will regarding the damage 
done by Adam's sin?
7. (a) What hope was provided through God's sen­
tence on Satan? (b) What price must be paid for 
mankind's liberation from sin and death?

ment to sin and death was alluded to right af­
ter the first human pair sinned. Pronouncing 
his sentence on Satan, who was represented by 
the serpent, Jehovah stated: "I shall put enmi­
ty between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed. He will bruise you in 
the head and you will bruise him in the heel." 
(Genesis 3:15) By that prophetic statement, a 
ray of hope burst forth for all who would 
put faith in that promise. There is, however, a 
price to be paid for that liberation. The prom­
ised Seed would not just come and destroy Sa­
tan; the Seed must be bruised in the heel, that 
is to say, must suffer death, though not perma­
nently.

8 No doubt Adam and Eve gave much 
thought to the identity of the promised Seed. 
When Eve gave birth to her firstborn son, 
Cain, she proclaimed: "I have produced a man 
with the aid of Jehovah." (Genesis 4:1) Was 
she thinking that perhaps her son would turn 
out to be the Seed? Whether she did so or not, 
Cain, as well as his offering, proved to be a dis­
appointment. On the other hand, his brother 
Abel showed faith in God's promise and was 
moved to offer some firstlings of his flock as 
a sacrifice to Jehovah. We read: "By faith 
Abel offered God a sacrifice of greater worth 
than Cain, through which faith he had wit­
ness borne to him that he was righteous."—He­
brews 11:4.

9 Abel's faith was not just faith in God in 
general, which Cain must also have had. Abel 
had faith in God's promise of a Seed to bring 
about the salvation of faithful humans. It was 
not revealed to him how that would be worked 
out, but God's promise made Abel aware that 
someone would have to be bruised in the heel. 
Yes, he apparently concluded that blood would 
have to be shed—the very idea of sacrifice. Abel 
offered a gift involving life and blood to the

8. (a) How did Cain turn out to be a disappoint­
ment? (b) Why did Abel's sacrifice prove to be ac­
ceptable in God's eyes?
9. (a) In what did Abel put faith, and how did he 
express it? (b) What did Abel's offering accomplish?
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Abel's sacrifice was pleasing  
because i t  dem onstrated h is fa ith  

in  Jehovah's prom ise

Source of life, likely as a token of his intense 
longing for and in anticipation of the realiza­
tion of Jehovah's promise. This expression of 
faith was what made Abel's sacrifice pleasing to 
Jehovah, and in a limited way, it expressed the 
essence of sacrifice—a means by which sinful 
humans can approach God to gain his favor. 
—Genesis 4:4; Hebrews 11:1, 6.

10 The profound significance of sacrifice was 
made dramatically clear when Jehovah com­
manded Abraham to offer up his son Isaac as 
a burnt offering. Although that sacrifice was 
not literally carried out, it served as a picture 
of what Jehovah himself would eventually do 
—offer up his only-begotten Son as the greatest 
sacrifice ever in order to accomplish His will to­
ward mankind. (John 3:16) With the sacrifices 
and offerings of the Mosaic Law, Jehovah set 
down prophetic patterns to teach his chosen 
people what they must do to receive forgive­
ness for their sins and to solidify their hope for 
salvation. What can we learn from these?

Sacrifices Acceptable to Jehovah
11 "Every high priest is appointed to offer 

both gifts and sacrifices," says the apostle Paul.

10. How was the significance of sacrifice made clear 
by Jehovah's asking Abraham to offer up Isaac?
11. What two categories of offerings were presented 
by Israel's high priest, and for what purposes?

(Hebrews 8:3) Note that Paul divides the of­
ferings made by the high priest of ancient Is­
rael into two categories, namely, "gifts" and 
"sacrifices," or "sacrifices for sins." (Hebrews 
5:1) People generally give gifts to express af­
fection and appreciation, as well as to cultivate 
friendship, favor, or acceptance. (Genesis 32: 
20; Proverbs 18:16) Similarly, many of the of­
ferings prescribed by the Law can be viewed as 
"gifts" to God to seek his acceptance and fa­
vor.* Transgressions of the Law required resti­
tution, and to make amends, "sacrifices for 
sins" were offered. The Pentateuch, especial­
ly the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Num­
bers, provides a broad array of material regard­
ing different kinds of sacrifices and offerings. 
While it can be a real challenge for us to ab­
sorb and remember all the details, some key 
points regarding the various types of sacrifices 
merit our attention.

12 We may note that in Leviticus chapters 1 
to 7, five principal types of offerings—burnt 
offering, grain offering, communion sacrifice, 
sin offering, and guilt offering—are described 
individually, even though some of them were 
actually offered together. We note also that 
these offerings are described twice in these 
chapters, with different objectives: once, in Le­
viticus 1:2 to 6:7, detailing what was to be of­
fered on the altar, and the second time, in Le­
viticus 6:8 to 7:36, showing the portions that 
were set aside for the priests and those that 
were reserved for the offerer. Then, in Num­
bers chapters 28 and 29, we find what might 
be viewed as a detailed timetable, outlining 
what was to be offered daily, weekly, monthly, 
and at the yearly festivals.

* A Hebrew word frequently translated "offering" is 
qor-ban'. In recording Jesus' condemnation of an un­
scrupulous practice of the scribes and the Pharisees, 
Mark explained that "corban" means "a gift dedicated 
to God."—Mark 7:11.

12. Where in the Bible can we find an overview of 
the sacrifices, or offerings, in the Law?
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13 Among the offerings made voluntarily as 
gifts or as an approach to God to gain his favor 
were the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and 
communion offerings. Some scholars hold 
that the Hebrew term for "burnt offering" 
means "an offering of ascent" or "an ascend­
ing offering." This is fitting because in a burnt 
offering, the slaughtered animal was burned 
on the altar and a sweet-smelling, or restful, 
odor ascended heavenward to God. The dis­
tinctive feature of the burnt offering was that 
after its blood was sprinkled around the altar, 
the animal was offered in its entirety to 
God. The priests made "all of it smoke 
on the altar as a burnt offering, an 
offering made by fire of a restful 
odor to Jehovah."—Leviticus 1:
3, 4, 9; Genesis 8:21.

14 The grain offering is de­
scribed in Leviticus chap­
ter 2. It was a voluntary offer­
ing consisting of fine flour, 
usually moistened with oil, 
with frankincense added.
"The priest must grasp from 
it his handful of its fine flour 
and its oil along with all its 
frankincense; and he must 
make it smoke as a remem­
brancer of it upon the altar, 
as an offering made by fire 
of a restful odor to Jehovah."
(Leviticus 2:2) Frankincense 
was one of the ingredients of 
the holy incense burned on 
the incense altar in the tab­
ernacle and temple. (Exo­
dus 30:34-36) King David 
idently had this in mind 
when he said: "May my 
prayer be prepared as incense

13. Describe the offerings made 
voluntarily as gifts to God.
14. How was the grain offering 
presented?

before you, the raising up of my palms as the 
evening grain offering."—Psalm 141:2.

15 Another voluntary offering was the com­
munion sacrifice, described in Leviticus chap­
ter 3. The name can also be translated "a sacri­
fice of peace offerings." In Hebrew, the word 
"peace" denotes much more than simply be­
ing free from war or disturbance. "In the

15. What was the purpose of the communion sac­
rifice?

Do you appreciate  
the  significance  

o f th is  scene?
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Bible, it denotes this, and also the state or re­
lation of peace with God, prosperity, joy, and 
happiness," says the book Studies in the Mo­
saic Institutions. Thus, communion sacrifices 
were offered, not to secure peace with God, as 
if to appease him, but to express gratitude for 
or to celebrate the blessed condition of peace 
with God enjoyed by those who are approved 
by him. The priests and the offerer partook of 
the sacrifice after the blood and fat were of­
fered to Jehovah. (Leviticus 3:17; 7:16-21; 19: 
5-8) In a beautiful and symbolic way, the offer­
er, the priests, and Jehovah God were sharing 
in a meal, signifying the peaceful relationship 
that existed among them.

16 Sacrifices that were offered to seek for­
giveness for sin or to atone for transgressions 
against the Law included the sin offering and 
the guilt offering. Although these sacrifices 
also involved burning on the altar, they dif­
fered from the burnt offering in that the en­
tire animal was not offered to God, only the 
fat and certain portions of it. The rest of the 
animal was disposed of outside the camp or in 
some cases partaken of by the priests. This dis­
tinction is significant. The burnt offering was 
presented as a gift to God to allow approach 
to him, so it was offered to God exclusively 
and in total. Interestingly, a burnt offering was 
usually preceded by a sin offering or a guilt of­
fering, suggesting that to make a sinner's gift 
acceptable to God, forgiveness of sin was need­
ed.—Leviticus 8:14,18; 9:2, 3; 16:3, 5.

17 The sin offering was accepted only for un­
intentional sin against the Law, sin commit­
ted because of weakness of the flesh. "In case 
a soul sins by mistake in any of the things 
that Jehovah commands should not be done," 
then the sinner was to offer a sin offering in 
proportion to his status, or standing, in the

16. (a) What was the purpose of the sin offering 
and the guilt offering? (b) How did those differ from 
the burnt offering?
17, 18. For what was the sin offering provided, and 
what was the purpose of the guilt offerings?

community. (Leviticus 4:2, 3, 22, 27) On the 
other hand, unrepentant sinners were cut off; 
no sacrifices were available for them.—Exodus 
21:12-15; Leviticus 17:10; 20:2, 6,10; Numbers 
15:30; Hebrews 2:2.

18 The meaning and purpose of the guilt of­
fering are made clear in Leviticus chapters 5 
and 6. A person may have sinned unintention­
ally. Still, his transgression may have incurred 
guilt against the rights of either his fellowmen 
or Jehovah God, and that wrong had to be sat­
isfied or righted. Several categories of sins are 
mentioned. Some were private sins (5:2-6), 
some were sins against "the holy things of Je­
hovah" (5:14-16), and some, though not en­
tirely unwitting, were sins that resulted from 
wrong desires or fleshly weaknesses (6:1-3). In 
addition to confessing such sins, the offend­
er was required to make compensation where 
due and then to present a guilt offering to Je­
hovah.—Leviticus 6:4-7.

Something Better to Come
19 The Mosaic Law, with its many sacrifices 

and offerings, was given to the Israelites to en­
able them to approach God to gain and re­
tain his favor and blessing until the arrival of 
the promised Seed. The apostle Paul, a natu­
ral Jew, put it this way: "The Law has become

19. Despite having the Law and its sacrifices, why 
did Israel fail to gain God's favor?

Can You Explain?

• W h a t p ro m p te d  fa ith fu l m en o f o ld  
to  o ffe r sacrifices to  Jehovah?

• W h y  w e re  sacrifices needed?

• W h a t p rin c ip a l typ es o f sacrifices  
w e re  o ffe re d  u n d e r th e  Law , and  
w h a t w e re  th e ir  p u rp o se s?

• A ccord ing  to  Paul, w h a t key p u rp o se  
d id  th e  La w  and its  sacrifices serve?
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our tutor leading to Christ, that we might be 
declared righteous due to faith." (Galatians 3: 
24) Sadly, Israel as a nation did not respond to 
that tutelage but abused that privilege. Conse­
quently, their multitude of sacrifices became 
loathsome to Jehovah, who said: "I have had 
enough of whole burnt offerings of rams and 
the fat of well-fed animals; and in the blood 
of young bulls and male lambs and he-goats I 
have taken no delight."—Isaiah 1:11.

20 In 70 C.E., the Jewish system of things, 
with its temple and priesthood, came to its 
end. After that, sacrifices in the manner stipu­
lated by the Law were no longer possible. Does 
this mean that the sacrifices, as an integral 
part of the Law, have lost all meaning for wor­
shipers of God today? We will examine this in 
the next article.

20. What happened in 70 C.E. as far as the Law and 
its sacrifices are concerned?

Sacrifices of 
Praise That 

Please
"Present you r b od ies  a  sa c r ific e  living; 

h o ly  a c c e p ta b le  to G od."  
-ROMANS 12:1.

/ /  QINCE the Law has a shadow of the good
3  things to come, but not the very sub­

stance of the things, men can never with the 
same sacrifices from year to year which they 
offer continually make those who approach 
perfect." (Hebrews 10:1) There, in one bold 
statement, the apostle Paul affirms that all the 
sacrifices offered under the Mosaic Law were 
of no permanent value as far as man's salva­
tion is concerned.—Colossians 2:16,17.

2 Does this mean that the material in the 
Pentateuch regarding offerings and sacrifices 
is of no value to Christians today? As a mat­
ter of fact, over the span of a little more

1. What does the Bible say about the relative value 
of the sacrifices under the Mosaic Law?
2. Why is it not in vain to try to understand the de­
tailed information in the Bible about the offerings 
and sacrifices of the Law?

than a year, individuals enrolled in the Theo­
cratic Ministry School in the congregations of 
Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide recently read 
through the first five books of the Bible. 
Some have struggled to read and understand 
all the details. Has all their effort been in 
vain? That surely cannot be the case, for "all 
the things that were written aforetime were 
written for our instruction, that through our 
endurance and through the comfort from the 
Scriptures we might have hope." (Romans 
15:4) The question, then, is, What "instruc­
tion" and "comfort" can we glean from that
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body of information in the Law regarding of­
ferings and sacrifices?

For Our Instruction and Comfort
3 Though not required to offer literal sacri­

fices in the manner stipulated by the Law, we 
are still very much in need of what the sacri­
fices did to a degree for the Israelites, namely, 
to have our sins forgiven and to enjoy God's 
favor. Since we no longer offer literal sacri­
fices, how can we receive such benefits? Af­
ter pointing out the limitations of the animal 
sacrifices, Paul declares: "When [Jesus] comes 
into the world he says: 'Sacrifice and offering 
you did not want, but you prepared a body for 
me. You did not approve of whole burnt of­
ferings and sin offering/ Then I said, 'Look! 
I am come (in the roll of the book it is writ­
ten about me) to do your will, O God.' "—He­
brews 10:5-7.

4 Quoting from Psalm 40:6-8, Paul points 
out that Jesus did not come to perpetuate the 
"sacrifice and offering," the "whole burnt of­
ferings and sin offering," all of which by the 
time of Paul's writing no longer had God's ap­
proval. Rather, Jesus came with a body pre­
pared by his heavenly Father, one that corre­
sponded in every respect to the one God 
prepared when He created Adam. (Genesis 
2:7; Luke 1:35; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45) As 
the perfect Son of God, Jesus had the role of 
the "seed" of the woman, as foretold at Gene­
sis 3:15. He would take steps to 'bruise Sa­
tan in the head,' though Jesus himself would 
be 'bruised in the heel.' In this way, Jesus be­
came the means provided by Jehovah for 
mankind's salvation, to which men of faith 
had been looking since the days of Abel.

5 Speaking about this special role that Je­
sus played, Paul says: "The one who did not

3. What basic need do we have?
4. How does Paul apply Psalm 40:6-8 to Jesus 
Christ?
5. 6. What superior way of approach to God is 
available to Christians?
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know sin [God] made to be sin for us, that we 
might become God's righteousness by means 
of him." (2 Corinthians 5:21) The expression 
"made to be sin" can also be translated 'made 
as a sin offering.' The apostle John says: "He 
is a propitiatory sacrifice for our sins, yet not 
for ours only but also for the whole world's." 
(1 John 2:2) Hence, while the Israelites had a 
temporary means of approach to God by their 
sacrifices, Christians have a superior basis for 
coming to God—the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:18) If we exercise faith 
in the ransom sacrifice provided by God and 
obey Him, we too can have our sins forgiven 
and enjoy God's favor and blessing. (John 3: 
17, 18) Is that not a source of comfort? How, 
though, can we demonstrate that we have 
faith in the ransom sacrifice?

6 After explaining that Christians have a su­
perior basis for approach to God, the apostle 
Paul outlines, as we read at Hebrews 10:22-25, 
three ways in which we can demonstrate our 
faith and appreciation for God's loving provi­
sion. Even though Paul's admonition was di­
rected chiefly to those who have "the way of 
entry into the holy place"—that is, anointed 
Christians with a heavenly calling—surely all 
humanity need to pay attention to Paul's in­
spired words if they want to benefit from Je­
sus' propitiatory sacrifice.—Hebrews 10:19.

Offer Sacrifices Clean and Undefiled
7 First, Paul urges Christians: "Let us ap­

proach with true hearts in the full assurance 
of faith, having had our hearts sprinkled from 
a wicked conscience and our bodies bathed 
with clean water." (Hebrews 10:22) The lan­
guage employed here unmistakably reflects 
what was done in a typical sacrifice under 
the Law. This is fitting because for a sacrifice 
to be acceptable, it had to be offered with the

7. (a) How does Hebrews 10:22 reflect what was 
done in a sacrifice? (b) What had to be done to 
make sure that a sacrifice was acceptable to God?

right motive and be of something clean and 
undefiled. The sacrificial animal was from the 
herd or the flock, that is to say of the clean an­
imals, and was "sound," without defect. If the 
sacrifice was from the fowls, it had to be from 
the turtledoves or young pigeons. If those 
conditions were met, "it [was to] be gracious­
ly accepted for him to make atonement for 
him." (Leviticus 1:2-4, 10, 14; 22:19-25) The 
grain offering contained no leaven, which is 
a symbol of corruption; neither would it con­
tain honey, likely meaning the syrup of fruit, 
which has a tendency to cause fermentation. 
When the sacrifices—animal or grain—were 
offered on the altar, salt, a preservative, was 
added.—Leviticus 2:11-13.

8 What of the person making the offering? 
The Law stated that anyone coming before Je­
hovah had to be clean and undefiled. Some­
one who had become defiled for any reason 
first had to offer a sin or guilt offering to re­
store his clean standing before Jehovah so 
that his burnt offering or communion sacri­
fice could be acceptable to Him. (Leviticus 5: 
1-6, 15, 17) Do we, therefore, appreciate the 
importance of always maintaining a clean 
standing before Jehovah? If we want our wor­
ship to be acceptable to God, we must be 
swift about correcting any infractions of 
God's laws. We should be quick to avail our­
selves of the God-given means for help—"the 
older men of the congregation" and the "pro­
pitiatory sacrifice for our sins," Jesus Christ. 
—James 5:14; 1 John 2:1, 2.

9 The emphasis on freedom from defile­
ment of any kind was, in fact, the key differ­
ence between the sacrifices offered to Jehovah 
and those offered to false gods by the peo­
ple in the nations around Israel. Commenting

8. (a) What was required of the person making an 
offering? (b) How can we make sure that our wor­
ship is acceptable to Jehovah?
9. What is a key difference between the sacrifices 
made to Jehovah and those offered to false gods?
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Fo r o u r service to be acceptable to Jehovah, we m u st 
be free from  defilem ent o f  any k ind

on this distinctive feature of the sac­
rifices in the Mosaic Law, one refer­
ence work observes: "We may note 
that there is no connection with 
divination or augury; no religious 
frenzy, self-mutilations, or sacred 
prostitution, sensual and orgiastic 
fertility rites being utterly forbid­
den; no human sacrifices; no sacri­
fices for the dead." All of this draws 
attention to one fact: Jehovah is 
holy, and he does not condone or 
approve of sin or corruption of 
any kind. (Habakkuk 1:13) Worship 
and sacrifices rendered to him must 
be clean and undefiled—physically, 
morally, and spiritually.—Leviticus 
19:2; 1 Peter 1:14-16.

10 In view of this, we ought to 
scrutinize ourselves in all areas of 
life to be sure that our service to 
Jehovah is acceptable to him. We 
should never think that as long as 
we are having some share in Chris­
tian meetings and in the ministry, it does not 
matter what we do in our private life. We also 
should not feel that participation in Christian 
activities somehow excuses us from the need 
to abide by God's laws in other areas of our 
life. (Romans 2:21, 22) We cannot expect 
God's blessing and favor if we allow anything 
unclean or defiled in his eyes to contaminate 
our thinking or actions. Bear in mind Paul's 
words: "I entreat you by the compassions of 
God, brothers, to present your bodies a sacri­
fice living, holy, acceptable to God, a sacred 
service with your power of reason. And quit 
being fashioned after this system of things, 
but be transformed by making your mind 
over, that you may prove to yourselves the 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God." 
—Romans 12:1, 2.

10. In line with Paul's admonition recorded at Ro­
mans 12:1, 2, what self-scrutiny should we make?

Offer Sacrifices of Praise 
Wholeheartedly

11 In writing to the Hebrews, Paul next calls 
attention to a vital aspect of true worship: "Let 
us hold fast the public declaration of our hope 
without wavering, for he is faithful that prom­
ised." (Hebrews 10:23) The expression "public 
declaration" literally means "confession," and 
Paul also speaks of "a sacrifice of praise." (He­
brews 13:15) This reminds us of the type of 
sacrifice that men like Abel, Noah, and Abra­
ham offered.

12 When an Israelite offered a burnt sacri­
fice, it was done "of his own free will before Je­
hovah." (Leviticus 1:3) By such a sacrifice, he 
voluntarily made a public declaration, or ac-

11. What is included in the term "public declara­
tion," mentioned at Hebrews 10:23?
12, 13. What did an Israelite acknowledge when he 
offered a burnt sacrifice, and what can we do to re­
flect the same spirit?
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knowledgment, of Jehovah's bountiful bless­
ings and loving-kindness toward his people. 
Recall that a distinctive feature of the burnt 
sacrifice was that the entire offering was con­
sumed on the altar—a fitting symbol of total 
devotion and dedication. Correspondingly we 
demonstrate our faith in the ransom sacrifice 
and our gratitude for that provision when we 
willingly and wholeheartedly offer our "sacri­
fice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips," to Jeho­
vah.

13 While Christians do not offer literal sacri­
fices—animal or vegetable—they do have the 
responsibility to bear witness to the Kingdom 
good news and to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) Do you take 
advantage of opportunities to share in public­

ly declaring the good news of God's Kingdom 
so that many more people can come to know 
the wonderful things God has in store for obe­
dient mankind? Do you willingly spend your 
time and energy in teaching interested ones 
and helping them to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ? Our zealous participation in the min­
istry, like the restful odor of a burnt offering, is 
well-pleasing to God.—1 Corinthians 15:58.

Rejoice in Fellowship 
With God and Men

14 Finally, Paul calls attention to our rela­
tionship with fellow Christians as we wor­
ship God. "Let us consider one another to in­
cite to love and fine works, not forsaking the 
gathering of ourselves together, as some have 

the custom, but encouraging one anoth­
er, and all the more so as you behold 
the day drawing near." (Hebrews 10:24, 
25) The expressions "to incite to love 
and fine works," "the gathering of our­
selves together," and "encouraging one 
another" all remind us of what the com­
munion offering in Israel did for God's 
people.

15 The term "communion offerings" is 
sometimes translated "peace offerings." 
The Hebrew word for "peace" here is in 
the plural, perhaps signifying that par­
ticipation in such sacrifices results in 
peace with God and peace with fellow 
worshipers. Regarding the communion 
sacrifice, one scholar observes: "This 
was, indeed, a season of happy fellow­
ship with the Covenant God, in which 
He condescended to become Israel's 
Guest at the sacrificial meal, even as He 
was always their Host." This reminds us

14. How do Paul's words at Hebrews 10:24, 
25 parallel the idea of the communion sacri­
fice?
15. What parallel do we see between the 
communion sacrifice and Christian meet­
ings?

We pub lic ly  acknowledge Jehovah's goodness 
w hen we engage in  the m in is try
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of Jesus' promise: "Where there are two or 
three gathered together in my name, there 
I am in their midst." (Matthew 18:20) Every 
time we attend a Christian meeting, we bene­
fit from the upbuilding association, the en­
couraging instruction, and from the thought 
that our Lord Jesus Christ is present with us. 
That makes a Christian meeting a truly joyous 
and faith-strengthening occasion.

16 In the communion sacrifice, all the fat 
—around the intestines, the kidneys, the ap­
pendage upon the liver, and the loins, as well 
as the fatty tail of the sheep—was offered to 
Jehovah by being burned, made to smoke on 
the altar. (Leviticus 3:3-16) The fat was con­
sidered the richest and best part of an animal. 
Offering it on the altar symbolized giving the 
best to Jehovah. What makes Christian meet­
ings particularly joyous is that we not only re­
ceive instruction but also offer praise to Je­
hovah. This we do by participating—with our 
humble but best effort—in singing heartily, lis­
tening attentively, and commenting when 
possible. "Praise Jah, you people!" exclaimed 
the psalmist. "Sing to Jehovah a new song, 
his praise in the congregation of loyal ones." 
—Psalm 149:1.

Bountiful Blessings From 
Jehovah Await Us

17 At the inauguration of the temple in Je­
rusalem, in the seventh month of the year 
1026 B.C.E., King Solomon offered "a grand 
sacrifice before Jehovah," consisting of "the 
burnt sacrifice and the grain offering and the 
fat pieces of the communion sacrifices." In ad­
dition to what was offered in the grain offer­
ings, a total of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep 
were sacrificed on that occasion.—1 Kings 8: 
62-65.

16. Having the communion sacrifice in mind, what 
makes Christian meetings especially joyous?
17, 18. (a) What grand sacrifice did Solomon 
make at the inauguration of the temple in Jeru­
salem? (b) What blessings for the people resulted 
from the ceremony at the temple's inauguration?

18 Can you imagine the expense and the 
amount of work involved in such a massive 
ceremony? Yet, the blessings that Israel re­
ceived obviously far outweighed the cost. At 
the end of the festivities, Solomon "sent the 
people away; and they began to bless the king 
and to go to their homes, rejoicing and feeling 
merry of heart over all the goodness that Jeho­
vah had performed for David his servant and 
for Israel his people." (1 Kings 8:66) Truly, as 
Solomon put it, "the blessing of Jehovah—that 
is what makes rich, and he adds no pain with 
it."—Proverbs 10:22.

19 We are living when the "shadow of the 
good things to come" has been replaced by 
"the very substance of the things." (Hebrews 
10:1) Jesus Christ, in the role of the great an­
titypical High Priest, has already entered into 
heaven itself and presented the value of his 
own blood to make atonement for all those 
exercising faith in his sacrifice. (Hebrews 9: 
10, 11, 24-26) On the basis of that great sac­
rifice and by wholeheartedly offering to God 
our sacrifices of praise that are clean and un­
defiled, we too can go forward "rejoicing 
and feeling merry of heart," looking ahead 
to bountiful blessings from Jehovah.—Malachi 
3:10.

19. What can we do to receive grand blessings from 
Jehovah now and forever?

How Would You Answer?
• W h a t in s tru c tio n  and c o m fo rt can w e  

glean fro m  th e  in fo rm a tio n  in th e  
Law  a b o u t sacrifices and o ffe rin g s?

• W h a t is th e  f i r s t  re q u ire m e n t fo r  a 
sacrifice to  be acceptable, and w h a t  
m ea n ing  does th a t have fo r  us?

• W h a t can w e o ffe r th a t is com parab le  
to  a v o lu n ta ry  b u rn t  o ffe rin g ?

• In w h a t w ays can C h ris tia n  m e e tin g s  
be com pared to  a c o m m u n io n  o ffe r­
ing?

22  THE WATCHTOWER • AUGUST 15, 2000



How Do You 
Handle 

Differences?

DAILY we interact with a variety of person­
alities. This often brings us joy and new 

perspectives. At times, it also gives rise to dif­
ferences, some of which are serious while oth­
ers are just minor scrapes in our day-to-day 
life. Whatever their nature, how we deal with 
our differences impacts on us mentally, emo­
tionally, and spiritually.

Doing what is within our power to resolve 
differences agreeably will contribute to our en­
joying a healthier life and more peaceful rela­
tionships with others. An ancient proverb says: 
"A calm heart is the life of the fleshly organ­
ism."—Proverbs 14:30.

In stark contrast stands the truism: "As a city 
broken through, without a wall, is the man 
that has no restraint for his spirit/' (Proverbs 
25:28) Who of us would want to make our­
selves vulnerable to the invasion of wrong 
thoughts that can cause us to act in improper 
ways—ways that can bring harm to others and 
to us? Uncontrolled, angry responses can do 
just that. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
recommended that we examine our attitude, 
which may influence how we handle any dif­
ferences we may have with others. (Matthew 7: 
3-5) Rather than our being critical of others, 
we should think about how we can cultivate 
and maintain friendships with those of di­
verse views and backgrounds.

Our Attitude
A first step toward resolving a perceived or 

real difference is to recognize that we are sus­

ceptible to wrong thoughts and attitudes. The 
Scriptures remind us that we all sin "and fall 
short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) Ad­
ditionally, discernment may reveal that the 
source of our problem is not the other person. 
In this connection, let us consider the experi­
ence of Jonah.

Under instruction from Jehovah, Jonah had 
made his way to the city of Nineveh to preach 
about God's impending judgment upon its in­
habitants. The happy result was that the en­
tire city of Nineveh repented and put faith 
in the true God. (Jonah 3:5-10) Jehovah felt 
that their repentant attitude merited forgive­
ness, so he spared them. "To Jonah, though, 
it was highly displeasing, and he got to be hot 
with anger." (Jonah 4:1) Jonah's response to 
Jehovah's mercy was surprising. Why should 
Jonah be angry with Jehovah? Apparently, Jo­
nah had become preoccupied with his own 
feelings, thinking that he had lost face in the 
community. He failed to appreciate Jehovah's 
mercy. Kindly, Jehovah led Jonah through an 
object lesson that helped him change his atti­
tude and see the excelling value of God's mer­
cy. (Jonah 4:7-11) It is clear that Jonah's atti­
tude, not Jehovah's, needed altering.
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Could we at times likewise need to change 
our own attitude toward a matter? The apos­
tle Paul admonishes us: "In showing honor to 
one another take the lead." (Romans 12:10) 
What did he mean? In one respect, he is en­
couraging us to be reasonable and to treat oth­
er Christians with deep respect and dignity. 
This involves recognizing that each individu­
al has the privilege of free choice. Paul also re­
minds us: "Each one will carry his own load." 
(Galatians 6:5) Hence, before differences cause 
a rift, how wise it would be to consider wheth­
er our own attitude needs to be adjusted! We 
must work hard to reflect the thinking of Jeho­
vah and preserve peace with others who truly 
love God.—Isaiah 55:8, 9.

Our Approach
Imagine two young children tugging at the 

same toy, each pulling harder and harder with 
a view to having it. Angry words may accom­
pany the struggle until finally one relinquish­
es his hold or someone else intervenes.

The Genesis account tells us that Abraham 
heard that an argument had taken place be­
tween his herders and those of his nephew 
Lot. Abraham took the initiative to approach 
Lot and say: "Please, do not let any quarreling 
continue between me and you and between 
my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we 
men are brothers." It was Abraham's determi­
nation not to let any conflict damage their re­
lationship. At what price? He was ready to sac-

Do we in s is t on having th ing s

rifice his privilege of choice as the older man; 
he was prepared to give something up. Abra­
ham allowed Lot to select where he wished 
to take his household and flocks. Lot sub­
sequently chose for himself the verdant area 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham and Lot 
parted company in peace.—Genesis 13:5-12.

To maintain peaceful relations with others, 
are we prepared to act in the spirit that Abra­
ham did? This Bible episode sets for us a beau­
tiful model to imitate when handling a dif­
ference. Abraham appealed: "Do not let any 
quarreling continue." Abraham's genuine de­
sire was to arrive at an amicable solution. 
Surely such an invitation to keep peaceful re­
lations would help to set aside any misunder­
standing. Abraham then concluded with the 
expression "for we men are brothers." Why 
sacrifice such a precious relationship for the 
sake of personal preference or pride? Abra­
ham kept a clear focus on what was impor­
tant. He did so with self-respect and honor, at 
the same time dignifying his nephew.

While situations arise where outside inter­
vention may be required in order to resolve a 
difference, how much better if a matter can be 
resolved privately! Jesus encourages us to take 
the initiative in making peace with our broth­
er, apologizing if necessary.* (Matthew 5:23, 
24) It will require humility, or lowliness of 
mind, but Peter wrote: "Gird yourselves with 
lowliness of mind toward one another, be­
cause God opposes the haughty ones, but 
he gives undeserved kindness to the humble 
ones." (1 Peter 5:5) The way we treat fellow 
worshipers has a direct bearing on our rela­
tionship with God.—1 John 4:20.

Within the Christian congregation, we may 
be called upon to relinquish a right in order 
to maintain peace. A goodly number of those 
now associating with Jehovah's Witnesses have

* See the articles "Forgive From Your Heart" and "You 
May Gain Your Brother," in The Watchtower of Octo­
ber 15, 1999.



Abraham  se t a fine  example o f  being y ie ld ing  
so as to resolve a difference

come into God's family of true worshipers in 
the last five years. What joy this brings to our 
hearts! The way we comport ourselves sure­
ly affects these and others in the congrega­
tion. This is a good reason for giving careful 
thought to our choice of entertainment, hob­
bies, social pastimes, or employment, consid­
ering how others may perceive us. Could any 
of our actions or words be misunderstood and 
thus be a cause for stumbling others?

The apostle Paul reminds us: "All things are 
lawful; but not all things are advantageous. All 
things are lawful; but not all things build up. 
Let each one keep seeking, not his own advan­
tage, but that of the other person." (1 Corin­
thians 10:23, 24) As Christians, we are genu­
inely concerned with building up the love and 
unity of the Christian brotherhood.—Psalm 
133:1; John 13:34, 35.

Healing Words
Words can have a powerful effect for good. 

"Pleasant sayings are a honeycomb, sweet to 
the soul and a healing to the bones." (Prov­
erbs 16:24) The narrative of Gideon's averting 
a possible conflict with the Ephraimites illus­
trates the truth of this proverb.

Gideon, heavily involved in battle against 
Midian, called on the tribe of Ephraim to 
help. However, after the battle was over,

Ephraim turned on Gideon and complained 
bitterly that he had not called on them at the 
outset of the fighting. The record states that 
"they vehemently tried to pick a quarrel with 
him." Gideon said in response: "What now 
have I done in comparison with you? Are 
not the gleanings of Ephraim better than the 
grape gathering of Abiezer? It was into your 
hand that God gave Midian's princes Oreb 
and Zeeb, and what have I been able to do in 
comparison with you?" (Judges 8:1-3) By his 
well-chosen, calming words, Gideon avoid­
ed what could have been a disastrous inter­
tribal war. Those of the tribe of Ephraim may 
have had a problem with self-importance and 
pride. However, that did not stop Gideon 
from working to bring about a peaceful out­
come. Can we do similarly?

Anger may well up within others and cause 
hostility toward us. Acknowledge their feel­
ings, and work to understand their views. 
Might we in some way have contributed to 
their feelings? If so, why not admit the part 
we had in creating the difficulty and indicate 
our sorrow for adding to the problem. A few 
well-thought-out words may restore a dam­
aged relationship. (James 3:4) Some who are 
upset may simply need our kind reassurance. 
The Bible notes that "where there is no wood 
the fire goes out." (Proverbs 26:20) Yes, care­
fully chosen words delivered in the right spir­
it can 'turn away rage' and prove to be a heal­
ing.—Proverbs 15:1.

The apostle Paul recommends: "If possible, 
as far as it depends upon you, be peaceable 
with all men." (Romans 12:18) It is true that 
we cannot control others' feelings, but we can 
do our part to promote peace. Rather than be­
ing subject to our own imperfect responses or 
those of others, we can act now to apply 
well-founded Bible principles. Handling dif­
ferences in the way that Jehovah instructs us 
to will result in our everlasting peace and hap­
piness.—Isaiah 48:17.
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re You a "Full-Grown" Christian?
// T  A THEN I was a babe, I used to speak as a 

V V babe, to think as a babe, to reason as 
a babe." So wrote the apostle Paul. Really, all 
of us were once helpless babies. However, we 
did not remain such forever. Observed Paul: 
"Now that I have become a man, I have done 
away with the traits of a babe."—1 Corinthi­
ans 13:11.

In a similar way, all Christians start off as 
spiritual babes. But in time, all can "attain to 
the oneness in the faith and in the accurate 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a full-grown 
man, to the measure of stature that belongs to 
the fullness of the Christ." (Ephesians 4:13) At 
1 Corinthians 14:20, we are exhorted: "Broth­
ers, do not become young children in powers 
of understanding . . . Become full-grown in 
powers of understanding."

The presence of mature, full-grown Chris­
tians is a blessing to God's people today, par­
ticularly because there are so many new ones. 
Full-grown Christians add stability to a con­
gregation. They have a positive impact on the 
disposition, or dominant attitude, of what­
ever congregation they attend.

While physical growth is more or less au­
tomatic, spiritual growth comes about only 
with time and effort. Not surprisingly, back in 
Paul's day, some Christians failed to "press on 
to maturity," in spite of having served God for 
many years. (Hebrews 5:12; 6:1) What about 

you? Whether you have served God 
for many years or for only a rela­

tively short period of time,



it would be appropriate for you to examine 
yourself honestly. (2 Corinthians 13:5) Are 
you among those who can truly be called ma­
ture, or full-grown, Christians? If not, how 
can you become such?

"Full-Grown in Powers 
of Understanding"

A spiritual babe is easily "tossed about as by 
waves and carried hither and thither by every 
wind of teaching by means of the trickery of 
men, by means of cunning in contriving er­
ror." Paul thus urged: "Let us by love grow up 
in all things into him who is the head, 
Christ." (Ephesians 4:14, 15) How does one 
do so? Hebrews 5:14 says: "Solid food belongs 
to mature people, to those who through use 
have their perceptive powers trained to distin­
guish both right and wrong."

Note that mature people have their percep­
tive powers trained through use, or experi­
ence in applying Bible principles. Obviously, 
then, one does not become mature overnight; 
it takes time to grow up spiritually. Even so, 
you can do much to facilitate your spiritu­
al growth by personal study—especially of the 
deeper things of God's Word. In recent times 
The Watchtower has discussed many deep 
subjects. Mature ones do not shy away from 
such articles because they contain "some 
things hard to understand." (2 Peter 3:16) 
Rather, they eagerly devour such solid food!

Zealous Preachers and Teachers
Jesus directed his disciples: "Go therefore 

and make disciples of people of all the na­
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa­
ther and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 
teaching them to observe all the things I 
have commanded you." (Matthew 28:19, 20) 
Zealous participation in the preaching work 
can also spur your spiritual growth. Why not 
strive to have as full a share in it as your cir­
cumstances permit?—Matthew 13:23.

At times, the pressures of life can make 
finding the time to preach challenging. Yet,

by 'exerting yourself vigorously' as a preacher, 
you demonstrate the importance you attach 
to the "good news." (Luke 13:24; Romans 1: 
16) You may thus be viewed as "an example to 
the faithful ones."—1 Timothy 4:12.

Integrity Keepers
Growing to maturity also involves putting 

forth effort to keep your integrity. As record­
ed at Psalm 26:1, David declared: "Judge me, 
O Jehovah, for I myself have walked in my 
own integrity." Integrity is moral soundness, 
completeness. However, it does not mean per­
fection. David himself committed several seri­
ous sins. But because he accepted reproof 
and corrected his way, he demonstrated that 
his heart still retained genuine love for Jeho­
vah God. (Psalm 26:2, 3, 6, 8,11) Integrity in­
volves wholeness, or completeness, of heart 
devotion. David told his son Solomon: "Know 
the God of your father and serve him with a 
complete heart."—1 Chronicles 28:9.

Full-grown Christians 
add stability to a 

congregation. They have 
a positive impact on 

its disposition, 
or dom inant attitude

Keeping integrity involves being "no part of 
the world," staying out of the politics of the 
nations and their wars. (John 17:16) You must 
also refrain from corrupt practices, such as 
fornication, adultery, and drug abuse. (Gala­
tians 5:19-21) Keeping integrity means more, 
though, than avoiding those things. Sol­
omon warned: "Dead flies are what cause the 
oil of the ointment maker to stink, to bubble 
forth. So a little foolishness does to one who
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is precious for wisdom and glory." (Eccle­
siastes 10:1) Yes, even "a little foolishness," 
such as inappropriate jesting or flirtatious be­
havior with the opposite sex, could ruin the 
reputation of one "precious for wisdom." (Job 
31:1) Therefore, demonstrate your maturity 
by seeking to be exemplary in all your con­
duct, avoiding even the "appearance of evil." 
—1 Thessalonians 5:22, fam es Version.

Loyal Ones
A full-grown Christian is also loyal. As we 

read at Ephesians 4:24, the apostle Paul ex­
horts Christians: "Put on the new personali­
ty which was created according to God's 
will in true righteousness and loyalty." In the 
Greek Scriptures, the original-language word 
for "loyalty" carries the thought of holiness, 
righteousness, reverence. A loyal person is de­
vout, pious; he carefully observes all his duties 
toward God.

What are some ways in which you might 
develop such loyalty? One would be by co­
operating with your local congregation el­
ders. (Hebrews 13:17) Recognizing that Christ 
is the appointed Head of the Christian con­
gregation, mature Christians are loyal to 
those appointed "to shepherd the congrega­
tion of God.” (Acts 20:28) How inappropriate 
it would be to challenge or undermine the au­
thority of appointed elders! You should also 
feel a sense of loyalty to "the faithful and dis­

I n O u r  N e x t  I s s u e

D o  Y o u  K n o w  H o w  to  W a it?

R e fle c t th e  M e n ta l A t t itu d e  
T h a t  C h r is t  H a d !

O u r  P re c io u s  H e r ita g e  
— W h a t  D o e s  I t  M e a n  to  Y o u ?

creet slave" and the agencies that are used to 
disseminate spiritual "food at the proper 
time." (Matthew 24:45) Be quick to read and 
apply the information found in The Watch- 
tower and its companion publications.

Showing Love by Your Actions
Paul wrote to Christians in Thessalonica: 

"The love of each and all of you is increasing 
one toward the other." (2 Thessalonians 1:3) 
Growing in love is an especially important as­
pect of spiritual growth. Jesus said, as record­
ed at John 13:35: "By this all will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love among 
yourselves." Such brotherly love is not charac­
terized by mere emotion or feeling. Observes 
Vine's Expository Dictionary o f  Old and New 
Testament Words: "Love can be known only 
from the actions it prompts." Yes, you press 
on to maturity in this regard by putting love 
into action!

For example, at Romans 15:7, we read: 
"Welcome one another." One way to show 
love is by greeting your fellow believers and 
newcomers at congregation meetings—warm­
ly and enthusiastically! Get to know them 
personally. Take a "personal interest" in oth­
ers. (Philippians 2:4) Perhaps you can even 
show hospitality and invite various ones to 
your home. (Acts 16:14, 15) The imperfec­
tions of others can sometimes test the depth 
of your love, but as you learn to 'put up with 
them in love/ you demonstrate that you are 
becoming full-grown.—Ephesians 4:2.

Using Our Assets to Promote 
Pure Worship

In ancient times, not all of God's people 
fulfilled their responsibility to support Jeho­
vah's temple. God thus sent prophets, such as 
Haggai and Malachi, to stir up His people in 
this regard. (Haggai 1:2-6; Malachi 3:10) Ma­
ture Christians today joyfully use their assets 
to support Jehovah's worship. Imitate such
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ones by following the principle at 1 Co­
rinthians 16:1, 2, regularly 'setting something 
aside' to contribute to the congregation and 
to the worldwide work of Jehovah's Witness­
es. God's Word promises: "He that sows boun­
tifully will also reap bountifully."—2 Corinthi­
ans 9:6.

Do not overlook other assets that you pos­
sess, such as your time and energy. Try to 
'buy out time' from less important activities. 
(Ephesians 5:15,16; Philippians 1:10) Learn to 
be more efficient with your use of time. Do­
ing so may make it possible for you to partic­
ipate in Kingdom Hall maintenance projects 
and other similar activities that promote Jeho­
vah's worship. Using your assets in this way 
will give added evidence that you are becom­
ing a full-grown Christian.

Press On to Maturity!
Men and women who are studious and 

knowledgeable, who are zealous preachers,

who are flawless in their integrity, who are 
loyal and loving, and who are willing to lend 
physical and material support to the King­
dom work are truly a great blessing. No won­
der, then, that the apostle Paul exhorted: 
"Now that we have left the primary doctrine 
about the Christ, let us press on to maturity"! 
—Hebrews 6:1.

Are you a full-grown, mature Christian? Or 
are you still, in some ways, like a spiritual 
babe? (Hebrews 5:13) In either case, be deter­
mined to apply yourself to personal study, to 
preaching, and to showing love for your 
brothers. Welcome whatever counsel and dis­
cipline are offered you by mature ones. (Prov­
erbs 8:33) Shoulder your full load of Chris­
tian responsibility. With time and effort, you 
too can "attain to the oneness in the faith and 
in the accurate knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a full-grown man, to the measure of stat­
ure that belongs to the fullness of the Christ." 
—Ephesians 4:13.
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Do You Remember?

Have you appreciated reading the recent issues o f The Watchtower? 
W e ll, see if  you can answ er the fo llo w in g  q ue stio ns:

• Why can we be sure that the fulfillment of the 
prophecy of "new heavens and a new earth" at Isa­
iah 65:17-19 involved more than the Jews' return 
from captivity?
Because the apostles Peter and John, writing in the first 
century C.E., pointed to a future fulfillment, which in­
volves blessings that are still to come. (2 Peter 3:13; 
Revelation 21:1-4)—4/15, pages 10-12.
• What may underlie the ancient Greek myths 
about violent demigods?
These may be embellishments and distortions of the 
fact that before the Flood some angels took human 
bodies and led violent, immoral lives on earth. (Gene­
sis 6:1, 2)—4/15, page 27.
• What are some dangers that mature Christians 
will guard against at weddings?
It is important to avoid boisterous revelry, which might 
develop if alcohol flows too freely and there is wild 
dancing to loud music. Unless it is made clear that a 
reception is open to all, uninvited ones should not at­
tend. The bridegroom should make sure that responsi­
ble Christians will be present until the celebration 
ends at a reasonable hour.—5/1, pages 19-22.
• What is suggested by the mention at Psalm 128:3 
of sons being "like slips of olive trees" around a 
man's table?
Often new shoots sprout from the base of the trunk of 
an olive tree. When the main trunk of an old tree no 
longer bears much fruit, new shoots may become vig­
orous trunks around it. Similarly, parents can rejoice to 
have fruit-bearing children serving Jehovah alongside 
them.—5/15, page 27.
• What are some benefits that children derive from 
a wholesome family atmosphere?
It lays the groundwork for their having a healthy view 
of authority, appreciation of proper values, and hap­
py relations with others. Such an atmosphere can also 
help them to develop a friendship with God.—6/1, 
page 18.
• In one land in the Far East, what was done to en­
courage the idea that all Christians are brothers?
All the congregations were urged not to address cer­
tain ones with honorific terms. Rather, all should be 
addressed equally as brothers.—6/15, pages 21, 22.

• Do Jehovah's Witnesses accept medicines derived 
from blood?
We believe that the Bible command 'abstain from 
blood' rules out transfusions of whole blood or its pri­
mary components (plasma, red cells, white cells, and 
platelets). (Acts 15:28, 29) As to fractions derived from 
the primary components, each Christian decides per­
sonally, bearing in mind what the Bible says and his re­
lationship with God.—6/15, pages 29-31.
• Is it really possible to find inner peace today?
Yes. By means of the Bible, Jesus Christ is guiding 
people to the way of pure worship and the peace de­
scribed at Isaiah 32:18. Furthermore, those acquiring 
such peace have the prospect of enjoying permanent 
peace on earth in fulfillment of Psalm 37:11, 29.—7/1, 
page 7.
• What role did George Young have in modern 
theocratic history?
Beginning in 1917, he proved to be a light bearer of the 
Kingdom good news in many lands. His ministry took 
him throughout Canada, to islands of the Caribbean, 
to Brazil and other lands of South America, to Cen­
tral America, to Spain, to Portugal, to what was then 
the Soviet Union, and to the United States.—7/1, pag­
es 22-7.
• What does 1 Corinthians 15:29 mean when it 
speaks of some "being baptized for the purpose of 
being dead ones"?
The point is that when Christians are anointed by holy 
spirit, they are immersed into a life course that leads 
to their death and subsequent resurrection to heaven­
ly life.—7/15, page 17.
• What was the apostle Paul doing during what 
have been described as his silent years?
It may be that he helped to establish or strengthen 
congregations in Syria and Cilicia. Many of the hard­
ships mentioned at 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 must have 
occurred during this period, showing that he was car­
rying on an active ministry.—7/15, pages 26, 27.
• What can help us to be reasonable in our expecta­
tions?
Remember that Jehovah is understanding. Prayer to 
him can help us to balance our thinking, and it shows 
modesty. Another help is getting a fresh view by talk­
ing with a mature friend.—8/1, pages 29, 30.
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Isaiah chapter 53 contains a famous Mes­
sianic prophecy. Verse 10 says: "Jehovah him­
self took delight in crushing him; he made him 
sick." What does this mean?

It  is easy to see w h y  a q u e stio n  m ig h t arise  
about Isaiah 53 :10 . T ru e  C h ris tia n s  do no t th in k  
th a t o u r com passionate and te n d e r God w o u ld  
take d e lig h t in c ru sh in g  o r m aking anyone sick. 
Th e  B ib le  gives us the  basis fo r confidence th a t 
God does no t take pleasure in to rm e n tin g  the  in ­
nocent. (D e u te ro n o m y  32 :4 ; Jerem iah 7:30, 31) 
O ver the  centuries Jehovah may on occasion 
have perm itted  su ffe rin g  fo r reasons c onsiste n t 
w ith  h is w isd o m  and love. B u t he certa in ly  did  
n o t cause h is beloved Son, Jesus, to  su ffe r. So, 
w h a t is th is  passage really saying?

W e ll, we can be helped to  grasp the  im p o rt if  
we consider the  verse in its  entire ty, n o ting  
the tw o  occurrences o f the  w o rd  "d e lig h t."  Isa­
iah 53 :10  reads: "Jehovah h im se lf took d e lig h t in 
crush ing h im ; he made h im  sick. If  you w ill set 
his soul as a g u ilt  o ffe rin g , he w ill see h is o ff­
sp ring , he w ill p ro lo ng  h is days, and in h is hand  
w h a t is the  d e lig h t o f Jehovah w ill succeed."

Th e  overall message o f the  B ib le  indicates th a t 
" th e  d e lig h t o f Jehovah," m entioned  at the  end 
o f the  verse, centers on c arry ing  o u t h is purpose  
by means o f the  K ing d o m . Jehovah's do ing  th is  
w ill vindicate h is sovere ignty  and w ill a llow  fo r  
inherited  sin  to  be rem oved fro m  obed ient h u ­
m ans—o u r s in s. (1 C hronic les 29 :11 ; Psalm  83: 
18; Acts 4 :24 ; H ebrew s 2 :1 4 ,1 5 ; 1 John 3 :8 ) Th e  
key to all o f th is  is th a t G od 's Son had to become 
a hum an and provide the  ransom  sacrifice. As 
we know, in the  process Jesus d id  su ffe r. Th e  B i­
ble te lls us th a t he "le a rn e d  obedience fro m  the  
th in g s  he su ffe re d ." So Jesus d id receive b ene fit 
fro m  th a t su ffe rin g .— H e bre w s 5 :7-9.

Jesus knew in advance th a t the  noble course  
th a t he w o u ld  take w o u ld  involve som e agony. 
Th a t is p la in fro m  h is w o rd s recorded at John 
12:23, 24, w he re  w e read: " T h e  h o u r has come 
fo r the  Son o f m an to  be g lo rifie d . M o st tru ly  I

say to  you, U n le ss a g ra in  o f w h e a t fa lls in to  the  
gro und  and dies, i t  rem ains ju s t  one g ra in ; b u t if 
it  dies, it  the n  bears m uch f r u i t . "  Yes, Jesus knew  
th a t he w o u ld  have to  keep h is in te g rity  even to  
the  p o in t o f su ffe rin g  death. Th e  account c on tin ­
ues: "  'N o w  my soul is tro u b le d , and w h a t shall I 
say? Father, save me o u t o f th is  hour. N everthe­
less, th is  is w h y  I have come to  th is  hour. Father, 
g lo rify  y o u r nam e.' Th e re fo re  a voice came o u t 
o f heaven: 'I bo th  g lo rifie d  it  and w ill g lo rify  it  
a g a in ." '—John 12:27, 28 ; M a tth e w  26 :38 , 39.

It  is in th is  context th a t we can und e rsta nd  Isa­
iah 53 :10 . Jehovah w e ll knew  th a t h is So n 's  expe­
rience w o u ld  involve being crushed in a sense. 
Yet having in m ind  the  g lo rio u s and extensive  
good th a t w o u ld  re su lt, Jehovah took d e lig h t in  
w h a t Jesus w o u ld  have to  experience. In th a t  
sense Jehovah "to o k  d e lig h t in c ru sh in g ," o r the  
c rush ing  of, the  M essia h . And Jesus too  took de­
lig h t in w h a t he could and d id  accom plish. T r u ­
ly, as Isaiah 5 3 :1 0  concludes, 'in  h is hand w h a t is 
the  d e lig h t o f Jehovah d id succeed.'
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SA IL IN G  so lo  o n  th e  o p e n  sea can be 

e x h a u s tin g . T h e  n u m b in g  e ffe c t o f  

fa tig u e  can e a sily  p u sh  th e  m a rin e r  

ac ross a d a n g e ro u s  th re s h o ld , so  th a t e r­

ro rs  and  w ro n g  d e c is io n s  are  m ade. F o r  

th is  re a so n , he a p p re c ia te s th e  va lue  o f a 

sea a n c h o r. I t  a llo w s  a w e a ry  sa ilo r  to  re s t  

a n d  re c u p e ra te  w i th o u t  d r i f t in g  d a n g e r­

o u s ly . A t th e  sam e t im e , th e  sea a n c h o r  

fo rc e s th e  b o w  to  p o in t  in to  th e  w in d  and  

w a ves a nd  keeps th e  b o a t in  i ts  m o s t s ta b le  

p o s it io n .

J u s t as s a ilo rs  face n u m e ro u s  d a n g e rs  a t 

sea, C h r is t ia n s  face th e  c o n s ta n t p re ssu re s  

o f th is  w o r ld  a nd  fe e l th e  need fo r  re s t. In  

fa c t, once Jesus re c o m m e n d e d  to  h is  d isc i­

p le s: "C o m e , y o u  y o u rse lv e s , p riv a te ly  in to  

a lo n e ly  place a n d  re s t u p  a b i t . "  (M a rk  6 :

3 1 )  To d a y , so m e  m ay take a fe w  w eeks to  

tra v e l o r  have a w e e ke nd  aw ay to  re la x  w ith  

th e ir  fa m ily . Th e s e  m o m e n ts  can be re ­

fre s h in g  and  re in v ig o ra tin g . H o w , th o u g h , 

can w e  m ake su re  th a t  w e  are  s p ir itu a lly  

sa fe  a t su c h  tim e s?  W h a t  can se rve  as o u r  

s p ir i tu a l sea a n c h o r to  h e lp  u s  re s is t  d r i f t ­

in g  a n d  m a in ta in  s ta b il ity ?

Jehovah has g e n e ro u s ly  m ade a p ro v i­

s io n  a va ila b le  to  u s. I t  is n o n e  o th e r th a n

h is  H o ly  W o rd , th e  B ib le . By  re a d in g  i t  d a i­

ly, w e  can sta y  c lose  to  Jehovah a nd  n e ve r  

d r i f t  aw ay fro m  h im . i t s  c o u n se l can s ta b i­

lize  us and  e n a b le  u s to  w ith s ta n d  th e  

te m p ta tio n s  o f  Sa ta n  and  h is  w o r ld .  O u r  

m a in ta in in g  a re g u la r p ro g ra m  o f B ib le  

re a d in g , even w h e n  w e  are o u t  o f o u r  ro u ­

tin e , can se rve  to  a n c h o r u s s p ir itu a lly .

—Joshua  1 :7, 8 ; C o lo ss ia n s  2 :7 .

T h e  p s a lm is t  re m in d s  u s th a t  "h a p p y  is  

th e  m a n " w h o se  "d e lig h t  is in  th e  la w  o f Je­

ho vah, and  in  h is  la w  he rea ds in  an u n d e r­

to n e  day and  n ig h t . "  (P sa lm  1 :1 , 2 )  R e a d ­

in g  G o d 's  W o rd  d a ily  w i l l  b r in g  u s th e  i

"h a p p y "  re s u lt  o f  b e in g  t ru ly  re fre sh e d  a nd  

re in v ig o ra te d , p re p a re d  to  c o n tin u e  o u r  

C h ris t ia n  c o u rse .


