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m mRespect 
for Authority
W HY LACKING?

"The defiance o f  established authority, 
religious and secular, social and political, 

as a worldwide phenom enon may well one day be 
accounted the outstanding event o f  the last decade."

YEARS have passed since the 1960's, the de­
cade here referred to by the historian and 

philosopher Hannah Arendt. Today, the tide 
of disrespect for authority is running stronger 
than ever.

For example, a recent report in The Times 
of London states: "Some parents refuse to ac­
cept the authority of the teacher over their 
child and when attempts are made to disci­
pline their child they complain." Frequently, 
when their children are disciplined at school, 
parents turn up there not just to threaten the 
teachers but to attack them.

A spokesman for the National Association 
of Head Teachers in Britain is quoted as stat­
ing: "The public are saying T have got rights/ 
rather than 'I have got responsibilities/ " Be­
sides failing to instill in their children a 
healthy respect for authority, some parents do 
not correct their youngsters—and refuse to let 
others do so. Children claiming their "rights" 
are allowed to flout the authority of both par­
ents and teachers, and the result is predict­
able—"a new generation with no respect for

authority and little idea of right and wrong," 
writes columnist Margarette Driscoll.

Time magazine in its article "Lost Gener­
ation" pinpointed the disillusionment of 
many Russian youths by quoting a top rap­
per who said: "How can anyone born into 
this world, where nothing lasts for long and 
nothing is fair, have faith in society?" Sociolo­
gist Mikhail Topalov endorsed this sentiment: 
"These kids are not stupid. They've seen their 
parents lied to by the state, they've seen them 
lose their savings and their jobs. Can we ex­
pect them to respect authority?"

It would be wrong to conclude, however, 
that distrust of authority characterizes only 
the younger generation. Today, people of all 
ages view any kind of authority with distrust, 
even contempt. Does this mean that no au­
thority can be trusted? If exercised properly, 
authority, defined as "the power or right to 
control, judge, or prohibit the actions of oth­
ers," can be a force for good. It can be of bene­
fit both to individuals and to the community. 
The following article will consider how this 
is so.
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Respect 
for Authority

Photo by josh Mathes, Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States

WHO is not grateful that the police have 
the authority to arrest criminals who 

steal our possessions or threaten our family? 
And do we not appreciate that courts have the 
authority to punish criminals in order to pro­
tect the community?

Other helpful public services, such as 
road maintenance, sanitation, and education 
—usually paid for by taxes levied by govern­
mental authority—may also come to mind. 
True Christians are foremost in acknowledg­
ing that respect for duly appointed authority 
is essential. But how far does such respect go? 
And in what areas of life is respect for author­
ity called for?

Authority in the Community
The Bible tells all people, whether believ­

ers or unbelievers, to respect civil authority, 
which works for the good of the community. 
The Christian apostle Paul wrote to his fellow 
believers in Rome about this, and it is helpful 
to consider what he says, as recorded at Ro­
mans 13:1-7.

Paul was a Roman citizen, and Rome was 
the world power at that time. Paul's let­
ter, written about the year 56 C.E., counseled 
Christians to be exemplary citizens. He wrote: 
"Let every soul be in subjection to the superi­
or authorities, for there is no authority except 
by God; the existing authorities stand placed 
in their relative positions by God."

Paul here explains that there would not be 
any human authority if God did not permit 
it. In that sense the superior authorities have 
a relative position within the framework of 
God's purpose. It therefore follows that "he 
who opposes the authority has taken a stand 
against the arrangement of God."

While citizens who do good may receive 
praise from the superior authorities, these au­
thorities are also empowered to administer 
punishment against wrongdoers. Those who 
practice what is bad have ample reason to fear 
the authorities' right to act as "an avenger," 
since the governments do so as "God's 
minister."
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Paul concludes his reasoning by saying: 
"There is therefore compelling reason for you 
people to be in subjection, not only on ac­
count of that wrath but also on account of 
your conscience. For that is why you are also 
paying taxes; for they are God's public ser­
vants constantly serving this very purpose."

The responsibility for the disposition of 
taxes rests with the superior authorities, not 
with the taxpayer. As an honest citizen, a 
Christian maintains a good conscience. He 
knows that by subjecting himself to the supe­
rior authorities and paying due taxes, not 
only is he upholding the standard of the 
community in which he lives but he is also 
living in harmony with divine requirements.

The Family and Authority
What about authority in the family? In the 

early days of its life, a baby will often de­
mand attention by crying or even by scream­
ing. But a wise parent will discern what 
the baby's real needs are and not let a tan­
trum dictate. Some children, as they grow 
older, are given free rein and are allowed to 
set their own standards. Lacking experience, 
they may become involved in crime or other 
wrongdoing, disrupting both the family and 
the community at large, as many local au­
thorities know only too well.

"Parents discipline children too late," says 
Rosalind Miles, author of Children We De­
serve. "The time to start is the moment a 
child is born." If from the outset parents 
speak with the voice of kind, caring author­
ity and are consistent in their actions, their 
children will soon learn to accept that au­
thority and the loving discipline emanating 
from it.

The Bible contains a fund of information 
regarding family authority. In the book of 
Proverbs, the wise man Solomon draws at­
tention to the unity of God-fearing parents 
before their children, saying: "Listen, my

son, to the discipline of your father, and do 
not forsake the law of your mother." (Prov­
erbs 1:8) When parents maintain that kind 
of reasonable solidarity before their children, 
the children know where they stand. They 
may try to play one parent against the oth­
er in an effort to get their own way, but 
united parental authority is a safeguard for 
the youngsters.

The Bible explains that the husband has 
the prime responsibility for the spiritual wel­
fare of not just his children but also his wife. 
This is described as headship. How is this 
headship to be exercised? Paul points out that 
just as Christ is Head of the congregation so

Th e  Bible contains a fund  

of in fo rm ation  regarding  

fam ily  a u th o rity

the man is head of his wife. Paul then adds: 
"Husbands, continue loving your wives, just 
as the Christ also loved the congregation [his 
spiritual bride] and delivered up himself for 
it." (Ephesians 5:25) When a man follows the 
example of Jesus and exercises headship in a 
loving way, he will earn the "deep respect" of 
his wife. (Ephesians 5:33) Children in such a 
household will also see the value of God- 
given authority and be encouraged to accept 
it.—Ephesians 6:1-3.

How can single parents, including those 
who have lost a mate in death, cope with 
this issue? Whether father or mother, they 
can appeal directly to the authority of Jeho­
vah God and Jesus Christ. Jesus always spoke 
with authority—that of his Father and that 
of the inspired Scriptures—Matthew 4:1-10; 
7:29; John 5:19, 30; 8:28.
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The Bible provides an abundance of valu­
able principles relating to problems faced by 
children. By locating these principles and fol­
lowing them, a parent will be able to pro­
vide loving and helpful counsel for the chil­
dren. (Genesis 6:22; Proverbs 13:20; Matthew 
6:33; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Philippians 4:8, 9) 
Parents can also refer to Bible-based material 
designed specifically to help them train their 
children to appreciate the benefits of respect­
ing the authority of the Scriptures.*

The Christian Congregation 
and Authority

"This is my Son, the beloved, whom I 
have approved; listen to him." (Matthew 17:5) 
These words, uttered by Jehovah God him­
self, endorsed Jesus as one who speaks with 
divine authority. What he said is recorded in 
the four Gospel accounts to which we can eas­
ily refer.

Just before his ascension to heaven, Je­
sus informed his disciples: "All authority has 
been given me in heaven and on the earth." 
(Matthew 28:18) As Head of his congrega­
tion, not only did Jesus keep a watchful eye 
on his anointed footstep followers on earth 
but, since the outpouring of the holy spirit at 
Pentecost 33 C.E., he has also used them as 
a channel of truth, as a "faithful and discreet 
slave." (Matthew 24:45-47; Acts 2:1-36) What 
has he done to accomplish all of this in or­
der to strengthen the Christian congregation? 
"When he ascended on high . . . , he gave 
gifts in men." (Ephesians 4:8) These "gifts in 
men" are Christian elders, who are appointed 
by holy spirit and are given the authority to 
care for the spiritual interests of fellow believ­
ers.—Acts 20:28.

For this reason Paul counsels: "Remember

* See the books Questions Young People Ask—Answers 
That Work and The Secret o f Family Happiness, both pub­
lished by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New 
York, Inc.
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those who are taking the lead among you, 
who have spoken the word of God to you, 
and as you contemplate how their conduct 
turns out imitate their faith." Since these 
faithful men follow Jesus' steps closely, it is 
certainly the course of wisdom to imitate 
their faith. Then Paul adds: "Be obedient to 
those who are taking the lead among you 
and be submissive, ["continually recognizing 
their authority over you," The A m plified Bi­
ble] for they are keeping watch over your 
souls as those who will render an account; 
that they may do this with joy and not with 
sighing, for this would be damaging to you." 
—Hebrews 13:7,17.

What happens when such direction is dis­
regarded? Some members of the early Chris­
tian congregation did just that and became 
apostates. Hymenaeus and Philetus are men­
tioned as men who subverted the faith of 
some and whose empty speeches 'violated 
what is holy.' One of their assertions was that 
the resurrection had already taken place, evi­
dently either a spiritual or a symbolic one, 
and therefore there was no further resur­
rection in the future under God's Kingdom. 
—2 Timothy 2:16-18.

The appointed authority came to the res­
cue. Christian elders were able to refute such 
arguments because as representatives of Jesus

Sing le  p a rents can appeal directly to the  
a u th o rity  o f  Jehovah Cod and Jesus C h rist



C hristians recognize  
th a t p ro pe r a u th o ritie s  in  

the  family, in  the C hristian  
congregation, and  in  the  

com m unity are established  
fo r  th e ir b e ne fit

Christ, they used the author­
ity of Scripture. (2 Timothy 
3:16,17) The same is true to­
day in the Christian congre­
gation, which is described as 
"a pillar and support of 
the truth." (1 Timothy 3:15) 
Never will false teachings be 
allowed to despoil "the pat­
tern of healthful words," 
preserved for us as a fine 
trust within the Bible's pag­
es—2 Timothy 1:13,14.

While respect for authori­
ty is rapidly disappearing in 
the world, as Christians we 
recognize that proper au­
thorities in the communi­
ty, in the family, and in 
the Christian congregation 
are established for our bene­
fit. Respect for authority is 
essential for our well-being 
physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. By accepting and 
respecting such God-given 
authority, we will be safe­
guarded by the greatest au­
thorities—Jehovah God and 
Jesus Christ—for our eternal 
good.—Psalm 119:165; He­
brews 12:9.



K I N G D O M  P R O C L A I M E R S  R E P O R T

Precious to Jehovah Are Those Who Love Him

L
E B A N O N  has been no ted  fo r  its  
- n a tu ra l resources since B ib le  

t im e s . (P sa lm  7 2 :1 6 ; Isa iah 6 0 :
13) Espec ia lly  p rize d  w e re  its  
m a je s tic  c e d a rs, w h ic h  w e re  
m uch s o u g h t a fte r as b u ild in g  

m a te ria l because o f th e ir  beauty, 
frag ranc e , and d u ra b ility . In th e  
f i r s t  c e n tu ry , so m e th in g  m ore  p re­
c ious came o u t o f Le b a n o n . T h e  G os­
pel o f M a rk  re p o rts  th a t fro m  Ty re  and Si- 
d o n , in  Le b a n o n 's  a n c ie n t te rr ito ry , "a  g reat 
m u lt itu d e , on h e a rin g  o f h o w  m any th in g s  [Je­
su s] w a s d o in g , came to  h im ." — M a rk  3 :8 .

L ike w ise  today, Leb a no n  c o n tin u e s to  bear 
f r u i t  th a t  is ve ry  p re c io us in  Jehovah's eyes. 
T h e  fo llo w in g  experiences h ig h lig h t  th is .

• A y o u n g  W itn e s s  nam ed W issa m  w as asked 
to  g ive a 3 0 -m in u te  speech to  h is  class at 
scho o l. W issa m  decided th a t it  w o u ld  be a fin e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  give a w itn e ss . So  he used the  
book L ife —H o w  D id  I t  Get Here? B y  Evo lu tio n  o r  
by C rea tion?  and p repared a ta lk  on the  su b ­
ject o f c rea tion . H o w ever, u p o n  see ing  the  m a­
te ria l, W is s a m 's  teacher said th a t since it  w as  
such an im p o rta n t sub jec t, W issa m  could ex­
te n d  h is  ta lk  to  4 5  m in u te s .

As W issa m  began h is  ta lk , h is  teacher in te r­
ru p te d  h im  and se n t fo r  th e  p rin c ip a l. Soon  
th e  p rinc ip a l a rrive d , and W issa m  s ta rte d  over. 
As she lis te ne d  to  th e  q u e s tio n s  th a t W issa m  
posed in  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f h is  ta lk , th e  p r in ­
cipal g o t excited and said th a t all th e  s tu d e n ts  
sh o u ld  receive a pho to co py o f th e  ta lk.

A litt le  la te r a n o th e r teacher, w h o  w as pass­
ing  by, noticed th e  e xc ite m e nt in th e  class­
roo m  and in q u ire d  w h a t w as h a p p e n ing . 
W h e n  he w as in fo rm e d , he asked w h e th ­

e r W issa m  w as try in g  to  prove  cre­
a tio n  o r e v o lu tio n . "C re a tio n ,"  
came th e  rep ly . U p o n  le a rn ­
in g  th a t W issa m  w as one o f Je­
h o va h 's  W itn e sse s , th e  teacher 
said to  th e  class: "Y o u  w ill  see by 
h is  ta lk  th a t  science s u p p o rts  cre­

a tio n , n o t e v o lu t io n ."

It  tu rn e d  o u t th a t th is  teacher 
had a copy o f th e  C reation  book and  

had been u s in g  it  to  d e liv e r lec tu res at 
th e  u n iv e rs ity ! Be fo re  leaving, he asked w h e th ­
e r he could re tu rn  th e  fo llo w in g  day w ith  h is  
s tu d e n ts  so th a t W issa m  could  speak to  h is  
class. T h a t  re su lte d  in  a n o th e r fin e  w itn e s s  to  

Jehovah.

• Tw e n ty -tw o -y e a r-o ld  N in a  w as th irs ty  fo r  

th e  w a te rs  o f t ru th .  O ne  day h e r c ousin  gave 
h e r a B ib le  and in tro d u c e d  h e r to  th e  Pe n te ­
costal C h u rc h . N ina  read th e  B ib le  w ith  p lea­
su re  and lea rned fro m  h e r rea d ing  th a t C h r is ­
tia n s  sh o u ld  preach, so she sta rte d  speaking  to  

he r acqua intances. Eve ryone  she  spoke to  
asked he r: "A re  you one o f Jehovah 's W itn e s s ­
e s? " T h a t  p u zz le d  her.

S ix  years la ter, Jehovah's W itn e sse s  called a t 
N in a 's  hom e and to ld  h e r a b o u t G o d 's  K in g ­
d o m . A t f i r s t  she tr ie d  to  fin d  fa u lt  w ith  th e ir  
teach ing s. H o w ever, she fo u n d  th a t all th e ir  
a n sw e rs w ere  logical and based on th e  B ib le .

W h a t  N in a  e v e n tu a lly  le a rn e d — G o d 's  
nam e, Jehovah; th e  b le ss in g s o f th e  K in g d o m ; 
and so fo r th —convinced h e r th a t she had  
fo u n d  th e  t ru th .  She  dedicated h e r life  to  G od  
and g o t b a p tize d . Fo r th e  pa st seven years, 
N ina  has served as a fu ll- t im e  e vang e lize r. T r u ­
ly, Jehovah b lesses th o se  w h o  have real love  
fo r  h im .— 1 C o rin th ia n s  2 :9 .
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Presumptuousness 
Leads to Dishonor

"Has presumptuousness come? Then dishonor will come; 
but wisdom is with the modest ones/'-p r o v e r b s  11:2.

AN ENVIOUS Levite leads a rebellious mob 
against Jehovah's appointed authori­

ties. An ambitious prince concocts a devious 
scheme to usurp his father's throne. An impa­
tient king disregards the explicit instructions 
of God's prophet. These three Israelites share a 
common trait: presumptuousness.

2 Presumptuousness is a characteristic of the 
heart that poses a serious threat to all. (Psalm 
19:13) The presumptuous person boldly takes 
liberties without having the authorization to 
do so. Often, this leads to disaster. In fact, pre-

1, 2. What is presumptuousness, and in what ways 
has it led to disaster?

sumptuousness has ruined kings and toppled 
empires. (Jeremiah 50:29, 31, 32; Daniel 5:20) 
It has even ensnared some servants of Jehovah 
and led them to their ruin.

3 For good reason the Bible states: "Has 
presumptuousness come? Then dishonor will 
come; but wisdom is with the modest ones." 
(Proverbs 11:2) The Bible provides us with ex­
amples confirming the truthfulness of this 
proverb. An examination of some of these 
will help us to see the danger of overstep­
ping due bounds. Hence, let us consider

3. How can we learn about the dangers of presump­
tuousness?
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Sa u l became im p a tie n t and  
acted p resum ptuously *  * 0

how envy, ambition, and im­
patience caused the three 
men mentioned at the outset 
to act presumptuously, lead­
ing to their dishonor.

Korah—An Envious Rebel
4 Korah was a Kohathite Le- 

vite, a first cousin of Moses 
and Aaron. Apparently, he 
was loyal to Jehovah for de­
cades. Korah was privileged to 
be among those who were mi­
raculously delivered through 
the Red Sea, and he likely 
shared in executing Jeho­
vah's judgment against the 
calf-worshiping Israelites at 
Mount Sinai. (Exodus 32:26)
Eventually, however, Korah 
became the ringleader in an 
uprising against Moses and Aaron that includ­
ed the Reubenites Dathan, Abiram, and On, 
along with 250 Israelite chieftains.* "That is 
enough of you," they said to Moses and Aaron, 
"because the whole assembly are all of them 
holy and Jehovah is in their midst. Why, then, 
should you lift yourselves up above the con­
gregation of Jehovah?"—Numbers 16:1-3.

5 After years of faithfulness, why did Korah 
rebel? Surely Moses' leadership of Israel was 
not oppressive, for he was "by far the meekest

* Since Reuben was Jaco b 's  firstborn, th ose of his de­
scendants w ho were swayed by Korah to rebel m igh t 
have resented th a t M oses—a descend ant of Levi—had ad­
m inistrative au th ority  over th em .

4. (a) Who was Korah, and what historic events was 
he undoubtedly part of? (b) In his later years, what 
notorious act did Korah instigate?
5, 6. (a) Why did Korah rebel against Moses and 
Aaron? (b) Why can it be said that Korah likely un­
dervalued his own place in God's arrangement?

of all the men who were upon the surface of 
the ground." (Numbers 12:3) Yet, it seems that 
Korah envied Moses and Aaron and resent­
ed their prominence, and this led him to say 
—wrongly—that they had arbitrarily and self­
ishly lifted themselves up above the congrega­
tion.—Psalm 106:16.

6 Part of Korah's problem very likely was 
that he did not cherish his own privileges in 
God's arrangement. True, the Kohathite Le- 
vites were not all priests, but they were teach­
ers of God's Law. Some also carried the furni­
ture and utensils of the tabernacle when these 
had to be transported. That was no insignif­
icant task, for the holy utensils could be han­
dled only by individuals who were religiously 
and morally clean. (Isaiah 52:11) Hence, when 
Moses confronted Korah, he was, in effect, ask­
ing, Do you view your assignment as some­
thing so trivial that you must also secure the
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priesthood? (Numbers 16:9, 10) Korah failed 
to realize that the greatest honor is serving Je­
hovah faithfully according to his arrangement 
—not the attaining of some special status or 
position—Psalm 84:10.

7 Moses invited Korah and his men to gath­
er the following morning at the tent of meet­
ing with fire holders and incense. Korah and 
his men were not authorized to offer incense, 
since they were not priests. If they came with 
fire holders and incense, this would clearly in­
dicate that these men still felt that they had 
a right to act as priests—even after having 
had an entire night to reconsider the mat­
ter. When they presented themselves the next 
morning, Jehovah rightly expressed his wrath. 
As for the Reubenites, "the earth opened its 
mouth and proceeded to swallow them up." 
The rest, including Korah, were consumed 
by fire from God. (Deuteronomy 11:6; Num­
bers 16:16-35; 26:10) Korah's presumptuous­
ness led to the ultimate dishonor—God's dis­
approval!

Resist the "Tendency to Envy"
8 The account of Korah is a warning to us. 

Since "a tendency to envy" is present in imper­
fect humans, it can manifest itself even in the 
Christian congregation. (James 4:5) For exam­
ple, we might be position conscious. Like Ko­
rah, we might envy those who have privileges 
that we desire. Or we could become like the 
first-century Christian named Diotrephes. He 
was highly critical of apostolic authority, evi­
dently because he wanted to be in charge. In­
deed, John wrote that Diotrephes "likes to 
have the first place."—3 John 9.

9 Of course, it is not wrong for a Christian

7. (a) How did Moses deal with Korah and his men? 
(b) How was Korah's rebellion brought to a disastrous 
end?
8. How can "a tendency to envy" manifest itself 
among Christians?
9. (a) What attitude toward congregation responsi­
bilities do we need to avoid? (b) What is the proper 
view of our place in God's arrangement?

man to reach out for congregation responsi­
bilities. Paul even encouraged such a course. 
(1 Timothy 3:1) However, we should never 
view privileges of service as badges of merit, as 
though by attaining them, we have moved up 
a rung on some so-called ladder of advance­
ment. Remember, Jesus said: "Whoever wants 
to become great among you must be your 
minister, and whoever wants to be first among 
you must be your slave." (Matthew 20:26, 27) 
Clearly, it would be wrong to envy those who 
have greater responsibilities, as if our value to 
God depended upon our "rank" in his organi­
zation. Jesus said: "All you are brothers." (Mat­
thew 23:8) Yes, whether publisher or pioneer, 
newly baptized or longtime integrity keeper 
—all who serve Jehovah whole-souled have a 
valuable place in his arrangement. (Luke 10: 
27; 12:6, 7; Galatians 3:28; Hebrews 6:10) It is 
truly a blessing to work shoulder to shoulder 
with millions who are striving to apply the Bi­
ble's counsel: "Gird yourselves with lowliness 
of mind toward one another."—1 Peter 5:5.

Absalom—An Ambitious Opportunist
10 The life course of King David's third son, 

Absalom, provides a study in ambition. This 
scheming opportunist tried to curry the favor 
of those who came to the king for judgment. 
First he insinuated that David was indifferent 
to their needs. Then he dropped the subtlety 
and got right to the point. "O that I were ap­
pointed judge in the land," Absalom intoned, 
"that to me every man might come that hap­
pens to have a legal case or judgment! Then I 
should certainly do justice to him." Absalom's 
crafty politicking knew no bounds. "When a 
man drew near to bow down to him," states 
the Bible, "he thrust his hand out and grabbed 
hold of him and kissed him. And Absalom 
kept doing a thing like this to all Israelites

10. Who was Absalom, and how did he attempt to 
curry the favor of those coming to the king for judg­
ment?

THE WATCHTOWER • AUGUST 1, 2000 11



that would come in for judgment to the king." 
With what result? "Absalom kept stealing the 
hearts of the men of Israel."—2 Samuel 15:1-6.

11 Absalom was determined to usurp his fa­
ther's kingship. Five years earlier, he had Da­
vid's eldest son, Amnon, murdered, ostensibly 
in revenge for the rape of Absalom's sister 
Tamar. (2 Samuel 13:28, 29) However, even 
then Absalom might have had his sights on 
the throne, viewing Amnon's murder as a con­
venient way to eliminate a rival.* In any event, 
when the time was ripe, Absalom made his 
move. He had his kingship proclaimed 
throughout the land.—2 Samuel 15:10.

12 For a while, Absalom had success, for "the 
conspiracy kept getting stronger, and the peo­
ple were continually growing in number with 
Absalom." In time, King David was forced to 
flee for his life. (2 Samuel 15:12-17) Soon, 
though, Absalom's career was cut short when 
he was slain by Joab, pitched into a hollow, 
and covered with stones. Imagine—this ambi­
tious man who wanted to be king did not even 
receive a decent burial upon his death !# Pre­
sumptuousness truly led to Absalom's dishon­
or.—2 Samuel 18:9-17.

Shun Selfish Ambition
13 Absalom's rise to power and his subse­

quent fall serve as a lesson for us. In today's 
cutthroat world, it is common for people to 
fawn over their superiors, trying to ingratiate 
themselves to them simply to make an impres-

* Chileab, D avid's second son, is n o t m en tion ed  after 
his birth . Possibly he died som etim e before Absalom 's 
uprising.

*  In Bible tim es th e  in term en t of th e body of a de­
ceased individual was an act o f considerable im por­
tan ce. H ence, to  be deprived of a burial was calam itous  
and was often  an  expression of God's disfavor.—Jerem i­
ah 2 5 :3 2 , 3 3 .

11. How did Absalom try to usurp David's throne?
12. Explain how Absalom's presumptuousness led 
to dishonor.
13. How can an ambitious spirit take root in the 
heart of a Christian?

sion or perhaps to gain some type of priv­
ilege or promotion. At the same time, they 
might make bragging assertions to their sub­
ordinates, hoping to curry their favor and sup­
port. If we are not careful, such an ambitious 
spirit can take root in our heart. Apparently, 
this happened among some in the first centu­
ry, making it necessary for the apostles to give 
strong warnings against such ones.—Galatians 
4:17; 3 John 9,10.

14 Jehovah has no place in his organiza­
tion for self-aggrandizing schemers who try 
to "search out their own glory." (Proverbs 25: 
27) Indeed, the Bible warns: "Jehovah will cut 
off all smooth lips, the tongue speaking great 
things." (Psalm 12:3) Absalom had smooth 
lips. He spoke swelling things to those whose 
favor he needed—all to acquire a coveted posi­
tion of authority. In contrast, how blessed we 
are to be amid a brotherhood that follows 
Paul's counsel: "[Do] nothing out of conten­
tiousness or out of egotism, but with lowliness 
of mind [consider] that the others are superi­
or to you."—Philippians 2:3.

Saul—An Impatient King
15 At one time Saul, who later became king 

of Israel, was modest. Consider, for example, 
what happened in his younger years. When 
God's prophet Samuel spoke favorably of him, 
Saul humbly replied: "Am I not a Benjaminite 
of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my 
family the most insignificant of all the fami­
lies of the tribe of Benjamin? So why have 
you spoken to me a thing like this?"—1 Samu­
el 9:21.

16 Later, however, Saul's modesty vanished. 
While at war with the Philistines, he with­
drew to Gilgal, where he was expected to wait

14. Why should we avoid an ambitious, self-exalting 
spirit?
15. How did Saul at one time show himself to be 
modest?
16. In what way did Saul manifest an impatient atti­
tude?
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for Samuel to come and make entreaty to God 
with sacrifices. When Samuel did not come at 
the appointed time, Saul presumptuously of­
fered the burnt sacrifice himself. Just as he fin­
ished, Samuel arrived. "What is it you have 
done?" Samuel asked. Saul replied: "I saw that 
the people had been dispersed from me, and 
you—you did not come within the appointed 
days . . .  So I compelled myself and went offer­
ing up the burnt sacrifice."—1 Samuel 13:8-12.

17 At first glance, Saul's actions might seem 
justifiable. After all, God's people were "in sore 
straits," "hard pressed," and trembling because 
of their desperate situation. (1 Samuel 13:6, 7) 
Certainly, it is not wrong to take the initiative 
when circumstances warrant it.* Remember, 
though, that Jehovah can read hearts and per­
ceive our innermost motives. (1 Samuel 16:7) 
Hence, he must have seen some factors about 
Saul that are not directly stated in the Bible 
account. For example, Jehovah may have seen 
that Saul's impatience was stirred by pride. 
Perhaps Saul was deeply irritated that he—the 
king of all Israel—had to wait for someone 
he viewed as an old, procrastinating proph­
et! In any event, Saul felt that Samuel's tardi­
ness gave him the right to take matters into 
his own hands and to disregard the explicit 
instructions he had been given. The result? 
Samuel did not praise Saul's initiative. On the 
contrary, he chastised Saul, saying: "Your king­
dom will not last. . .  because you did not keep 
what Jehovah commanded you." (1 Samuel 
13:13, 14) Once again, presumptuousness led 
to dishonor.

* For exam ple, Phinehas took quick actio n  to  halt a 
scourge th a t killed tens of th ou san d s of Israelites, and  
David encou raged his fam ished m en  to  join him  in  
eating th e  show bread in " th e  house of G od." N either  
course was con d em n ed  by God as presum ptu ou s.—M at­
th ew  1 2 :2 -4 ; N um bers 2 5 :7 -9 ; 1 Sam uel 2 1 :1 -6 .

17. (a) At first glance, why might Saul's actions 
seem justifiable? (b) Why did Jehovah censure Saul 
for his impatient act?

Guard Against Impatience
18 The account of Saul's presumptuous act 

has been recorded in God's Word for our ben­
efit. (1 Corinthians 10:11) It is so easy for us 
to become annoyed at the imperfections of 
our brothers. Like Saul, we may become im­
patient, feeling that if matters are to be han­
dled properly, we must take them into our 
own hands. Suppose, for example, that a 
brother excels at certain organizational skills. 
He is punctual, up-to-date on congregation 
procedures, and gifted in speaking and teach­
ing. At the same time, he senses that oth­
ers do not measure up to his meticulous stan­
dards, and they are not nearly as efficient 
as he would like. Does this give him license 
to express impatience? Should he criticize his 
brothers, perhaps implying that were it not for 
his efforts nothing would get done and the 
congregation would falter? This would be pre­
sumptuous!

19 Really, what holds a congregation of 
Christians together? Management skills? ef­
ficiency? depth of knowledge? Granted, these 
things are advantageous to the smooth opera­
tion of a congregation. (1 Corinthians 14:40; 
Philippians 3:16; 2 Peter 3:18) However, Jesus

18, 19. (a) Describe how impatience can cause a 
modern-day servant of God to act presumptuously, 
(b) What should we remember about the operation 
of the Christian congregation?

Do You Recall?

• W h a t is p re su m p tu o u sn e ss?

• H o w  d id  envy cause K o ra h  to  act p re­
su m p tu o u s ly ?

• W h a t do  w e  lea rn  fro m  th e  account 
o f a m b itio u s  A b sa lo m ?

• H o w  can w e  avoid th e  im p a tie n t s p ir ­
i t  m a n ife s te d  by Sa u l?
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said that his followers would primarily be 
identified by their love. (John 13:35) That is 
why caring elders, while orderly, realize that 
the congregation is not a business that needs 
rigid management; instead, it is made up of 
a flock that needs tender care. (Isaiah 32:1, 2; 
40:11) Presumptuous disregard for such prin­
ciples often results in contention. In contrast, 
godly order produces peace—1 Corinthians 
14:33; Galatians 6:16.

20 The Bible accounts of Korah, Absalom, 
and Saul clearly show that presumptuousness 
leads to dishonor, as stated at Proverbs 11:2. 
However, that same Bible verse adds: "Wis­
dom is with the modest ones." What is mod­
esty? What examples from the Bible can help 
to shed light on this quality, and how can we 
show modesty today? These questions will be 
considered in the following article.

20. What will be considered in the following article?

"W isdom Is W ith 
the Modest Ones"

"What is Jehovah asking back from you but to . . .  be modest 
in walking with your God?"-m ic a h  6:8.

A PROMINENT apostle refuses to draw at­
tention to himself. A courageous Israelite 

judge calls himself the smallest in his father's 
house. The greatest man who ever lived ac­
knowledges that he does not have unlimited 
authority. Each of these men displays modesty.

2 Modesty is the opposite of presumptuous­
ness. The person who is modest has a sober 
estimate of his abilities and worth and is free 
of conceit or vanity. Rather than being proud, 
boastful, or ambitious, the modest person is 
ever aware of his limitations. Hence, he re­
spects and gives due consideration to the feel­
ings and views of others.

3 For good reason the Bible states: "Wis­
dom is with the modest ones." (Proverbs 11:2) 
The modest person is wise because he follows 
a course that God approves, and he avoids 
a presumptuous spirit that results in dishon­
or. (Proverbs 8:13; 1 Peter 5:5) The wisdom of

modesty is confirmed by the life course of a 
number of God's servants. Let us consider 
the three examples cited in the opening para­
graph.

Paul—A 'Subordinate' and a 'Steward'
4 Paul was a prominent figure among ear­

ly Christians, and understandably so. In the 
course of his ministry, he traveled thousands 
of miles on sea and land, and he established 
numerous congregations. In addition, Jehovah 
blessed Paul with visions and the gift of speak­
ing in foreign tongues. (1 Corinthians 14:18; 
2 Corinthians 12:1-5) He also inspired Paul to 
write 14 letters that are now part of the Chris­
tian Greek Scriptures. Clearly, it can be said that 
Paul's labors exceeded those of all the other 
apostles—1 Corinthians 15:10.

5 Since Paul was in the forefront of Christian 
activity, some might expect to find him revel-

1, 2. What is modesty, and how does it differ from 
presumptuousness?
3. In what way is wisdom "with the modest ones"?

4. What unique privileges did Paul enjoy?
5. How did Paul show that he had a modest view of 
himself?
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Foul's modesty endeared him to his fellow Christians

ing in the limelight, even flaunting his author­
ity. Not so, however, for Paul was modest. He 
called himself "the least of the apostles/' add­
ing: "I am not fit to be called an apostle, be­
cause I persecuted the congregation of God." 
(1 Corinthians 15:9) As a former persecutor of 
Christians, Paul never forgot that it was only by 
undeserved kindness that he could have a rela­
tionship with God at all, much less enjoy spe­
cial privileges of service. (John 6:44; Ephesians 
2:8) Hence, Paul did not feel that his extraor­
dinary accomplishments in the ministry made 
him superior to others.—1 Corinthians 9:16.

6 Paul's modesty was particularly evident in 
his dealings with the Corinthians. Apparently, 
some of them were enamored of those whom 
they thought to be prominent overseers, in­
cluding Apollos, Cephas, and Paul himself. 
(1 Corinthians 1:11-15) But Paul neither solic­
ited the praise of the Corinthians nor exploited 
their admiration. When visiting them, he did 
not present himself "with an extravagance of

6. How did Paul show modesty in his dealings with 
the Corinthians?

speech or of wisdom." Instead, Paul said re­
garding himself and his companions: "Let a 
man so appraise us as being subordinates of 
Christ and stewards of sacred secrets of God."* 
—1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 4:1.

7 Paul even displayed modesty when he had 
to give strong counsel and direction. He en­
treated his fellow Christians "by the compas­
sions of God" and "on the basis of love" rather 
than by the weight of his apostolic authority. 
(Romans 12:1, 2; Philemon 8, 9) Why did Paul 
do this? Because he truly viewed himself as a 
'fellow worker' of his brothers, not as a 'master 
of their faith.' (2 Corinthians 1:24) No doubt 
it was Paul's modesty that helped to make him 
especially dear to the first-century Christian 
congregations.—Acts 20:36-38.

* The Greek w ord translated "su b ord in ates" can  refer 
to  a slave w ho rowed in th e  low er bank of oars o n  a 
large ship. In con trast, "stew ards" m igh t be entru sted  
w ith m ore responsibilities, perhaps carin g for an  estate. 
N onetheless, in th e  eyes of m o st m asters, th e  steward  
was as m u ch  in servitude as th e  galley slave.

7. How did Paul display modesty even when giving 
counsel?
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A Modest View of Our Privileges
8 Paul set a fine example for Christians today. 

No matter what responsibilities have been en­
trusted to us, none of us should feel that we 
are superior to others. "If anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing/' Paul wrote, 
"he is deceiving his own mind." (Galatians 6:3) 
Why? Because "all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23; 5:12) Yes, 
we should never forget that all of us have in­
herited sin and death from Adam. Special priv­
ileges do not elevate us from our lowly sin­
ful condition. (Ecclesiastes 9:2) As was true in 
Paul's case, it is only by undeserved kindness 
that humans can come into a relationship with 
God at all, much less serve him in some privi­
leged capacity.—Romans 3:12, 24.

9 Realizing this, a person who is modest nei­
ther gloats over his privileges nor boasts of his 
accomplishments. (1 Corinthians 4:7) When 
giving counsel or direction, he does so as a 
fellow worker—not as a master. Certainly, it 
would be wrong for one who excels in certain 
tasks to solicit praise from or exploit the admi­
ration of fellow believers. (Proverbs 25:27; Mat­
thew 6:2-4) The only praise that is worth any­
thing comes from others—and it should come 
unsolicited. If it does come, we should not let it 
cause us to think more of ourselves than is nec­
essary.—Proverbs 27:2; Romans 12:3.

8, 9. (a) Why should we have a modest view of 
ourselves? (b) How can those who have a measure 
of responsibility display modesty?

I n O u r  N e x t  Is s u e

T h e  O n ly  W a y  to  E ra d ic a te  H a te

S a c rific e s  T h a t  P le a se d  G od

A re  Y o u  a " F u l l - G r o w n "  C h r is t ia n ?

10 When we are entrusted with a measure of 
responsibility, modesty will help us to avoid 
putting undue emphasis on ourselves, creating 
the impression that the congregation is thriv­
ing solely because of our efforts and abilities. 
For example, we might be especially gifted 
at teaching. (Ephesians 4:11, 12) In all modes­
ty, however, we must recognize that some of 
the greatest lessons learned at a congregation 
meeting are not delivered from the platform. 
Are you not encouraged when you see, for ex­
ample, the single parent who regularly comes 
to the Kingdom Hall with children in tow? 
Or the depressed soul who faithfully comes to 
meetings despite persistent feelings of worth­
lessness? Or the youth who steadily makes 
spiritual advancement in spite of bad influ­
ences in school and elsewhere? (Psalm 84:10) 
These individuals may not be in the limelight. 
The tests of integrity they face go largely un­
noticed by others. Yet, they may be as "rich 
in faith" as those who have more prominence. 
(James 2:5) After all, in the end it is faithful­
ness that wins Jehovah's favor.—Matthew 10: 
22; 1 Corinthians 4:2.

Gideon—"The Smallest" 
in His Father's House

11 Gideon, a stalwart young man of the tribe 
of Manasseh, lived during a turbulent time in 
Israel's history. For seven years, God's people 
had suffered under Midianite oppression. 
However, the time had now come for Jehovah 
to deliver his people. Hence, an angel appeared 
to Gideon and said: "Jehovah is with you, 
you valiant, mighty one." Gideon was mod­
est, so he did not bask in the glory of this un­
expected compliment. Instead, he respectfully 
said to the angel: "Excuse me, my lord, but if Je­
hovah is with us, then why has all this come 
upon us?" The angel clarified matters and told 
Gideon: "You will certainly save Israel out of

10. Explain how some who may appear to be lowly 
may really be "rich in faith."
11. In what way did Gideon show modesty in 
speaking with God's angel?
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Gideon used discretion in 
carrying out God's will

Midian's palm/' How did Gideon respond? In­
stead of hungrily seizing the assignment as an 
opportunity to make himself a national hero, 
Gideon replied: "Excuse me, Jehovah. With 
what shall I save Israel? Look! My thousand is 
the least in Manasseh, and I am the smallest in 
my father's house." What modesty!—Judges 6: 
11-15.

12 Before sending Gideon into battle, Jeho­
vah tested him. How? Gideon was told to de-

12. How did Gideon show discretion in carrying 
out his assignment?

Displaying Modesty 
and Discretion

13 There is much we can 
learn from Gideon's modes­

ty. For example, how do we respond when a 
privilege of service is extended to us? Do we 
think first of the prominence or prestige that 
will result? Or do we modestly and prayerfully

* G ideon's discretion and cau tio n  should n o t be m is­
interpreted as a sign of cow ardice. O n th e  contrary , his 
courage is con firm ed  by Hebrews 1 1 :3 2 -3 8 , w h ich  in­
cludes G ideon am o n g  th o se  w h o "w ere m ade pow erful" 
and w ho "b ecam e valian t in w ar."

13, 14. (a) How can we show modesty when a 
privilege of service is extended to us? (b) How did 
Brother A. H. Macmillan set a fine example in dis­
playing modesty?

molish his father's altar to 
Baal and to cut down the sa­
cred pole that stood along­
side it. This assignment would 
take courage, but Gideon also 
showed modesty and discre­
tion in the way he carried it 
out. Instead of making a pub­
lic spectacle of himself, Gide­
on worked under cover of 
night when he would most 
likely pass unnoticed. Further­
more, Gideon approached his 
assignment with due caution. 
He took along ten servants 
—perhaps so that some could 
stand guard while the rest 
helped him to destroy the al­
tar and the sacred pole* In 
any event, with Jehovah's 
blessing, Gideon carried out 
his assignment, and in time 
he was used by God to liber­
ate Israel from the Midianites. 
-Judges 6:25-27.
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Jesus, the Son of Codf, shows 
modesty in all that he does

consider whether we can fulfill the demands 
of the assignment? Brother A. H. Macmil­
lan, who finished his earthly course in 1966, 
set a fine example in this regard. C. T. Rus­
sell, the first president of the Watch Tow­
er Society, once asked Brother Macmillan for 
his thoughts on who might take charge of the 
work in his absence. In the discussion that fol­
lowed, Brother Macmillan did not once pro­
mote himself, though it would have been 
quite convenient for him to do so. In the end, 
Brother Russell invited Brother Macmillan to 
consider accepting the assignment. "I stood 
there half dazed," Brother Macmillan wrote 
years later. "I did think it over, very serious­
ly, and prayed about it for some time before I 
finally told him I would be happy to do all that 
I could do to assist him."

14 Not long afterward, Brother Russell passed 
away, leaving the office of the Watch Tow­
er Society's presidency vacant. Since Broth­
er Macmillan was in charge during Broth­

er Russell's final preaching 
tour, a brother remarked to 
him: "Mac, you have a strong 
chance of getting in your­
self. You were Brother Rus­
sell's special representative 
when he was gone, and he 
told all of us to do as you 
say. Well, he went away and 
never did return. It looks 
like you're the man to car­
ry on." Brother Macmillan re­
sponded: "Brother, that's not 
the way to look at this mat­
ter. This is the Lord's work 
and the only position you get 
in the Lord's organization is 
what the Lord sees fit to give 
you; and I am sure I'm not 

the man for the job." Then Brother Macmillan 
recommended someone else for the position. 
Like Gideon, he had a modest view of himself 
—a view we do well to adopt.

15 We too should be modest in the manner 
in which we carry out our assignment. Gide­
on was discreet, and he strove not to an­
ger his opposers unnecessarily. Similarly, in 
our preaching work, we should be modest and 
discreet about how we talk to others. True, we 
are engaged in a spiritual warfare to overturn 
"strongly entrenched things" and "reason­
ings." (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5) But we should 
not talk down to others or give them any val­
id cause for taking offense at our message. In­
stead, we should respect their views, empha­
size what we may hold in common, and then 
focus on the positive aspects of our message. 
—Acts 22:1-3; 1 Corinthians 9:22; Revelation 
21:4.

15. What are some practical ways in which we can 
use discernment when we preach to others?
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Jesus—The Supreme Example 
of Modesty

16 The finest example of modesty is that 
of Jesus Christ.* Despite his intimate relation­
ship with his Father, Jesus did not hesitate to 
acknowledge that some matters were beyond 
the scope of his authority. (John 1:14) For in­
stance, when the mother of James and John re­
quested that her two sons sit beside Jesus in his 
kingdom, Jesus said: 'This sitting down at my 
right hand and at my left is not mine to give." 
(Matthew 20:20-23) On another occasion, Je­
sus freely admitted: "I cannot do a single thing 
of my own initiative . . .  I seek, not my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me."—John 
5:30; 14:28; Philippians 2:5, 6.

17 Jesus was superior to imperfect humans in 
every way, and he possessed unmatched au­
thority from his Father, Jehovah. Nevertheless, 
Jesus was modest in his dealings with his fol­
lowers. He did not overwhelm them with an 
impressive display of knowledge. He showed 
sensitivity and compassion and took their hu­
man needs into consideration. (Matthew 15: 
32; 26:40, 41; Mark 6:31) Thus, although Jesus 
was perfect, he was not a perfectionist. He nev­
er demanded more of his disciples than they 
could give, and he never put upon them more 
than they could bear. (John 16:12) No won­
der so many found him to be refreshing!—Mat­
thew 11:29.

Imitate Jesus' Example of Modesty
18 If the greatest man who ever lived showed 

modesty, how much more so should we. Im­
perfect humans are often reluctant to admit 
that they simply do not possess absolute au-

* Since m odesty  includes an  aw areness of on e's  lim i­
tations, Jeh ov ah  can n o t rightly be spoken of as being  
m odest. However, he is h u m b le.—Psalm  1 8 :35 .

16. How did Jesus show that he had a modest view 
of himself?
17. How did Jesus show modesty in his dealings 
with others?
18. 19. How can we imitate Jesus' modesty in 
(a) the way we view ourselves, and (b) the way we 
treat others?

thority. In imitation of Jesus, however, Chris­
tians strive to be modest. They are not too 
proud to give responsibility to those who are 
qualified to have it; nor are they haughty and 
unwilling to accept direction from those who 
are authorized to give it. Showing a cooperative 
spirit, they allow all things in the congregation 
to take place "decently and by arrangement." 
—1 Corinthians 14:40.

19 Modesty will also move us to be reason­
able in our expectations of others and to be 
considerate of their needs. (Philippians 4:5) 
We may possess certain abilities and strengths 
that others may lack. Yet, if we are modest, we 
will not always expect others to perform as we 
would like them to. Knowing that each person 
has his own limitations, we will in all mod­
esty make allowances for the shortcomings of 
others. Peter wrote: "Above all things, have in­
tense love for one another, because love covers 
a multitude of sins."—1 Peter 4:8.

20 As we have learned, wisdom is indeed 
with the modest ones. What, though, if you 
find that you have inclinations toward im­
modesty or presumptuousness? Do not be dis­
couraged. Instead, follow the example of Da­
vid, who prayed: "From presumptuous acts 
hold your servant back; do not let them domi­
nate me." (Psalm 19:13) By imitating the faith 
of men like Paul, Gideon, and—above everyone 
else—Jesus Christ, we will personally come to 
experience the truth of the words: "Wisdom is 
with the modest ones."—Proverbs 11:2.

20. What can we do to overcome any inclination to­
ward immodesty?

Do You Recall?
• W h a t is m o d e sty?

• H o w  can w e  im ita te  P a u l's  m o d e sty ?

• W h a t can w e  lea rn  a b o u t m o d e sty  
fro m  G id e o n 's  e xam ple?

• H o w  d id  Jesus se t th e  su p re m e  exam ­
ple o f m o d e sty?
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No Children?

DELE and Fola,* a married couple, lived 
and worked at the Watch Tower So­
ciety's branch office in Nigeria. Short­

ly after they began serving there, Fola's moth­
er came to visit. She had traveled far to discuss 
a matter of great concern to her, one that had 
given her many a sleepless night.

"You do such good things for me," she said 
to them. "You send gifts, and you visit me. 
Those expressions of love are precious to me. 
But they distress me too because I always won­
der who will do such things for you when you 
are my age? You have been married for two 
years now, and you have no children. Don't 
you think it's time for you to leave Bethel and 
start a family?"

Mother reasoned like this: Dele and Fola 
have spent enough time at Bethel. Now it is 
time for them to think of their future. Sure­
ly other people can take over their work. Dele 
and Fola need not give up the full-time minis­
try, but they can take up another avenue of ser-

* N am es have been changed.

vice, one that will allow them to have children 
and experience the joys of parenthood.

Mother's Concern
Mother's concern was understandable. The 

desire to bear children is fundamental and 
common to all cultures and times. Childbear­
ing rouses profound feelings of joy and hope. 
"The fruitage of the belly is a reward," says 
the Bible. Yes, the ability to bear children is a 
precious gift from our loving Creator.--Psalm 
127:3.

In many societies, married couples face im­
mense social pressure to bear children. For ex­
ample, in Nigeria, where the average wom­
an gives birth to six children, it is common at 
weddings to hear well-wishers say to the newly­
weds: "Nine months from now, we expect to 
hear a baby crying in your house." As a wed­
ding present, the bride and groom may receive 
a baby crib. Mothers-in-law closely watch the 
calendar. If the bride is not pregnant within 
a year or so, they probe to see if there is any 
problem that they can help to solve.

To many mothers the reason that a couple 
gets married is to bear children and to carry 
on the family line. Fola's mother said to her: 
"Why did you get married if you are not going 
to have children? Someone gave birth to you; 
you should give birth to your own children."

Apart from that, there are practical matters 
to consider. In many African nations, there are 
few governmental provisions to care for the el­
derly. Customarily, it is the children who look 
after their aged parents, just as those parents 
looked after them when they were young. So 
Fola's mother reasoned that unless her chil­
dren had children of their own, they would, 
in later years, risk being lonely, unwanted, and 
impoverished, having no one to bury them 
when they die.

Throughout much of Africa, it is considered 
a curse not to have children. In some areas, 
women are even expected to prove their ability 
to bear children before marriage. Many wom-
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en who are not able to conceive will frantically 
seek medicines and cures to try to reverse their 
barren condition.

In view of these attitudes, married couples 
who deliberately refrain from having children 
are thought to be robbing themselves of some­
thing good. They are often viewed as odd, 
shortsighted, and pitiable.

Joy and Responsibility
Jehovah's people recognize that while there 

is joy in rearing children, there is also responsi­
bility. The Bible, at 1 Timothy 5:8, says: "Cer­
tainly if anyone does not provide for those 
who are his own, and especially for those who 
are members of his household, he has dis­
owned the faith and is worse than a person 
without faith."

Parents must provide for their families both 
materially and spiritually, and this takes con­
siderable time and effort. They do not have the 
attitude that since God provides children, it is 
left to God to care for them. They realize that 
rearing children according to Bible principles 
is a full-time responsibility assigned by God to 
parents; it is not one that should be delegated 
to others.—Deuteronomy 6:6, 7.

The task of rearing children is especially dif­
ficult in these "last days" of "critical times hard 
to deal with." (2 Timothy 3:1-5) Apart from 
worsening economic conditions, the increas­
ing godlessness of society adds to the chal­
lenges of child rearing today. Even so, through­
out the world, countless Christian couples 
have taken up this challenge and are success­
fully rearing godly children "in the discipline 
and mental-regulating of Jehovah." (Ephesians 
6:4) Jehovah loves and blesses these parents for 
their hard work.

Why Some Remain Childless
Many Christian couples, on the other hand, 

do not have children. Some are infertile and 
yet do not adopt children. Other couples who 
have the ability to produce offspring decide 
not to do so. Such couples do not remain child­

less because they shirk responsibility or are 
afraid to meet the challenges of parenthood. 
Rather, they have determined to give their full 
attention to different avenues of the full-time 
ministry that the rearing of children would not 
allow. Some serve as missionaries. Others serve 
Jehovah in the traveling work or at Bethel.

Like all Christians, they realize that there is 
an urgent work to do. Jesus said: "This good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions; and then the end will come." This work 
is being done today. It is a vital work, since 
"the end" will mean destruction for those who 
have not heeded the good news.—Matthew 24: 
14; 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8.

Ours is a period similar to the time when 
Noah and his family constructed the gigan­
tic ark that preserved them through the great 
Flood. (Genesis 6:13-16; Matthew 24:37) Al­
though Noah's three sons were all married, 
none fathered children until after the Deluge. 
One reason for that may have been that these 
couples wanted to devote their full attention 
and energy to the work at hand. Another may 
have been reluctance to bring children into a 
debased and violent world where "the badness 
of man was abundant. . .  and every inclination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all 
the time."—Genesis 6:5.

While this does not imply that it is wrong 
to have children today, many Christian cou­
ples decline to have children so as to become 
more fully involved in the urgent work that Je­
hovah has given his people to do. Some cou­
ples have waited for a time before having chil­
dren; others have decided to remain childless 
and consider the possibility of bearing chil­
dren in Jehovah's righteous new world. Is this 
shortsighted? Are they missing out on life? Are 
they to be pitied?

Secure and Joyful Lives
Dele and Fola, mentioned earlier, have now 

been married for over ten years, and they
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remain determined to continue childless. "Our 
relatives still pressure us to have children/' says 
Dele. "Their main concern is our future secu­
rity. We always express appreciation for their 
consideration, but we tactfully explain that we 
are very happy in what we are doing. As to se­
curity, we point out that our trust is in Jeho­
vah, who cares for the welfare of all those who 
remain faithful and loyal to him. We also ex­
plain that having children does not guaran­
tee that parents will enjoy their care when old. 
Some people care little for their parents, others 
are not able to help, and still others die before 
their parents do. On the other hand, our future 
is certain with Jehovah."

Dele and others like him confidently trust 
in Jehovah's promise to his faithful servants: 
"I will by no means leave you nor by any 
means forsake you." (Hebrews 13:5) They also 
believe that "the hand of Jehovah has not be­
come too short that it cannot save, nor has 
his ear become too heavy that it cannot hear." 
—Isaiah 59:1.

Another reason for confidence comes from 
observing how Jehovah sustains his faithful 
servants. King David wrote: "A young man I 
used to be, I have also grown old, and yet I have 
not seen anyone righteous left entirely." Think 
about that. Do you know of any faithful ser­
vant of Jehovah who has been "left entirely"? 
—Psalm 37:25.

Rather than looking back with regret, those 
who have spent their life serving Jehovah and 
their fellow Christians reflect on it with satis­
faction. Brother Iro Umah has been in full-time 
service for 45 years and now serves as a travel­
ing overseer in Nigeria. He says: "Though my 
wife and I are childless, we keep in mind that 
Jehovah has always cared for us both spiritual­
ly and materially. We have lacked nothing. He 
will not abandon us as we grow older. These 
years in full-time service have proved to be the 
happiest in our life. We are grateful that we can 
serve our brothers, and our brothers appreciate 
our service, and they help us."

While many couples have produced no 
fleshly children, they have produced children 
of a different kind: Christian disciples who 
worship Jehovah. The apostle John was about 
100 years of age when he wrote: "No great­
er cause for thankfulness do I have than these 
things, that I should be hearing that my chil­
dren go on walking in the truth." (3 John 4) 
The faithfulness of John's "children"—those 
he introduced to "the truth"—brought him 
great joy.

The same joy abounds today. Bernice, a Ni­
gerian, has been married for 19 years and re­
mains childless by choice. For the past 14 years, 
she has served as a pioneer. As she approaches 
the time of life when it will no longer be possi­
ble for her to bear children of her own, she 
feels no regret about devoting her life to disci­
ple making. She says: "I feel happy to see my 
spiritual children growing up. Even if I had 
children of my own, I doubt that they would 
be closer to me than those I have helped to 
learn the truth. They treat me as though I were 
their natural mother, discussing with me their 
joys and problems and asking for my advice. 
They write letters, and we visit one another.

"Some view it as a curse not to have natural 
children. They say that you will suffer in your 
old age. But I don't see it that way. I know that 
as long as I serve Jehovah whole-souled, he will 
reward me and look after me. He will never 
throw me out when I get old."

Loved and Valued by God
Those who have given birth and have raised 

children who "go on walking in the truth" 
have much to be thankful for. Little wonder 
the Bible says: "The father of a righteous one 
will without fail be joyful; the one becoming 
father to a wise one will also rejoice in him. 
Your father and your mother will rejoice, and 
she that gave birth to you will be joyful"! 
—Proverbs 23:24, 25.

Those Christians who have not had the joy 
of bringing children into the world have been
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blessed in other ways. Many of these couples 
have played a vital role in furthering Kingdom 
interests in a large way. Over the years, they 
have gained experience, wisdom, and skills 
that enable them to make a valuable contri­
bution to the Kingdom work. Many are at the 
forefront of the work.

Although they have remained childless for 
the sake of Kingdom interests, Jehovah has 
blessed them with a loving spiritual family 
that deeply appreciates the sacrifices that they 
have made. It is as Jesus said: "No one has left 
[literally, "let go off"] house or brothers or sis-

Childless couples have been blessed 
with a loving spiritual family

ters or mother or father or children or fields 
for my sake and for the sake of the good news 
who will not get a hundredfold now in this pe­
riod of time, houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and fields . . .  and in 
the coming system of things everlasting life." 
-M ark 10:29, 30.

How precious to Jehovah are all those who 
are faithful! All such loyal ones, both those 
who have children and those who do not, are 
assured by the apostle Paul: "God is not un­
righteous so as to forget your work and the 
love you showed for his name, in that you 
have ministered to the holy ones and continue 
ministering."—Hebrews 6:10.
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L I F E  S T O R Y

From Building W eapons 
to Saving Lives

AS T O L D  BY
IS ID O RO S ISM A ILID IS

I was on my knees as tears rolled down my cheeks. "O h , God, my 
conscience tells me that I cannot continue to work in weapons production," I 

said in prayer. " I have tried hard to find another job, but I have not been 
able to. Tom orrow , I w ill tu rn  in my resignation. Please, Jehovah, do not let 

our four children starve fo r bread." How did I reach th is point?

LIFE was peaceful and simple in Drama, 
-/northern Greece, where I was born in 

1932. My father used to talk to me about 
what he wanted me to do. He encouraged me 
to go to the United States to receive an educa­
tion. After Greece was pillaged during World 
War II, a prevalent motto among Greeks was: 
"You can steal our possessions, but you can 
never steal what is in our minds." I was deter­
mined to pursue a higher education and ac­
quire something that nobody would ever be 
able to steal.

From a young age, I had joined various

youth groups sponsored by the Greek Ortho­
dox Church. There we were told to avoid 
dangerous sects. I specifically remember 
one group—Jehovah's Witnesses—being men­
tioned, since they supposedly represented the 
antichrist.

After graduating from a technical school in 
Athens in 1953,1 traveled to Germany to see if 
I could find a job and go to school at the same 
time. But that did not work out, so I traveled 
to other countries. After a few weeks, I found 
myself without any money at a port in Bel­
gium. I remember walking into a church, sit-
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ting down, and crying so hard that there were 
tears on the floor in front of me. I prayed that 
if God helped me get to the United States, I 
would not pursue material things but I would 
get an education and strive to be a good Chris­
tian and a good citizen. Finally in 1957, I ar­
rived there.

New Life in the United States
Life in the United States was difficult for an 

immigrant who did not know the language 
and who had no money. I worked two jobs at 
night and struggled to go to school during the 
day. I attended several colleges and earned an 
associate degree. Then I went to the University 
of California at Los Angeles and earned a bach­
elor of science degree in applied physics. The 
words of my father about getting an education 
kept me going during these difficult years.

About this time, I met a lovely Greek girl, 
Ekaterini, and we were married in 1964. Our 
first son was bom three years later, and in less 
than four years, we had two more sons and a 
daughter. It was indeed challenging to support 
a family and at the same time study at the uni­
versity.

I was working for the U.S. Air Force at a mis­
sile and space company in Sunnyvale, Califor­
nia. I was involved with a variety of air and 
space projects, including the Agena and Apollo 
programs. I even received medals for my con­
tribution to the Apollo 8 and Apollo 11 mis­
sions. After that, I continued my education 
and became heavily involved in various mili­
tary space projects. At this point, I thought I 
had it all—a lovely wife, four wonderful chil­
dren, a prestigious job, and a nice house.

A Persistent Fellow
In early 1967, at work, I met Jim, a very 

humble and kind man. Jim always seemed to 
have a smile on his face, and he never turned 
down an invitation to take a coffee break with 
me. He used these opportunities to share in­
formation from the Bible with me. Jim told

me that he had been studying with Jehovah's 
Witnesses.

I was shocked to hear that Jim had become 
involved with this religious group. How was it 
possible for such a nice person to fall victim 
to the sect of the antichrist? However, I could 
not resist Jim's personal interest in me and 
his kindness. It seemed that every day he had 
something different for me to read. For exam­
ple, one day he came to my office and said: 
"Isidoros, this article in The W atchtower talks 
about strengthening family life. Take it home, 
and read it with your wife." I told him I would 
read the issue, but later I went to the restroom 
and tore the magazine in small pieces and 
threw them into the trash bin.

For three years, I destroyed every book and 
magazine that Jim gave me. Being prejudiced 
against Jehovah's Witnesses, yet trying to keep 
Jim as my friend, I thought it best to listen to
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My family in 1996: (left to right, back) Gregory Christos, Toula; 
(front) Lakes, Ekaterini, and me

From those discussions, how­
ever, I saw that most of the 
things I believed and practiced 
were not based on the Bible.
I realized that the teachings of 
Trinity, hellfire, and immortali­
ty of the soul were not Scrip­
tural. (Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ezekiel 
18:4; John 20:17) As a proud 
Greek Orthodox, I did not want 
to admit openly that Jim was 
right. But since he always used 
the Bible and never gave his per­
sonal opinion, I finally recog­
nized that this man had a valu­
able message from the Bible 
for me.

My wife sensed that some­
thing was happening, and she 
asked if I had spoken with my friend who 
was associated with the Witnesses. When I an­
swered yes, she said: "Let's go to any other 
church but Jehovah's Witnesses." Soon, how­
ever, my wife and I, along with our children, 
were regularly attending meetings of the Wit­
nesses.

A Tough Decision
As I studied the Bible, I came across these 

words of the prophet Isaiah: "They will have 
to beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning shears. Nation will not 
lift up sword against nation, neither will they 
learn war anymore." (Isaiah 2:4) I asked myself, 
'How can a servant of a peace-loving God be 
employed in the design and production of de­
structive weapons?' (Psalm 46:9) It did not take 
long for me to conclude that I had to change 
my employment.

Understandably, this was a major challenge. 
I had a prestigious job. I had struggled through 
years of hard work, education, and sacrifices to 
get to this point. I had climbed the corporate 
ladder, and here I was faced with giving up my 
career. However, my deep love for Jehovah and

a keen desire to do his will finally prevailed. 
—Matthew 7:21.

I decided to pursue employment with a 
company in Seattle, Washington. To my dis­
appointment, however, I soon found that I was 
even more involved with work that did not 
harmonize with Isaiah 2:4. My efforts to work 
only on other projects failed, and again my 
conscience bothered me. I saw clearly that I 
could not keep my job and at the same time re­
tain a clean conscience.—1 Peter 3:21.

It became clear that we were going to have 
to make important changes. In less than six 
months, we changed our life-style and reduced 
our family expenses by half. Then we sold our 
luxurious house and bought a small one in 
Denver, Colorado. I was now ready for the final 
leap—quitting my job. I typed out my resig­
nation, explaining my conscientious position. 
That night, after the children had gone to bed, 
I knelt down with my wife and we prayed to Je­
hovah, as described in the beginning of this ar­
ticle.

In less than a month, we moved to Den­
ver, and two weeks later, in July 1975, my wife 
and I were baptized. For six months I was un-
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able to find a job, and we were slowly eating 
up our savings. By the seventh month, our sav­
ings account balance was less than the month­
ly mortgage on the house. I started looking 
for any odd job I could find, but immediately 
thereafter I got an engineering job. The salary 
was only about half of what I had been mak­
ing; even so, it was much more than what I had 
asked Jehovah for. How happy I was that I had 
placed spiritual interests first!—Matthew 6:33.

B r in g in g  U p  O u r  C h ild re n  
to  Love Jehovah

In the meantime Ekaterini and I were busy 
with the challenging job of bringing up our 
four children in line with godly principles. 
Happily, we have seen all of them, with Jeho­
vah's help, become mature Christians, devot­
ing their lives fully to the important work of 
Kingdom preaching. Our three sons, Christos, 
Lakes, and Gregory have all graduated from 
the Ministerial Training School and are now 
serving in various assignments, visiting and

Lakes: M y  fa th e r despised  
hyp oc risy . He tr ie d  ve ry  
hard no t to  be hypocriti­
cal, especially in se tting  the  

r ig h t exam ple fo r his fam ily. 
He often to ld  us: " I f  you dedi­

cate yo u r life to  Jehovah, th a t m eans som e­
th in g . You shou ld  be w illin g  to  make sacri­
fices fo r Jehovah. T h a t is w h a t being a 
C hristian is all a b o u t." Th e se  w o rd s have 
stuck w ith  me and have enabled me to  
fo llo w  his exam ple in m aking sacrifices 
fo r Jehovah.

strengthening congregations. Toula, our 
daughter, works as a volunteer at the head­
quarters of Jehovah's Witnesses in New York. 
Our hearts were touched as we saw all of them 
sacrifice promising careers and high-paying 
jobs in order to serve Jehovah.

C h r is to s :  I have g re a tly  
appreciated m y p a re n ts ' 
w hole-souled  loyalty to  Je­
hovah and th e ir  s tro n g  

c o m m itm e n t to  th e ir  re­
sp o n sib ility  as parents. As a 

fam ily, we did eve ry th ing  to g e the r—from  
o u r service to o u r vacations. A lth o u g h  they  
could have become involved in so many 
o the r th in g s, my parents kept th e ir life s im ­
ple and focused on the  m in is try . Today, I 
know  I am tru ly  happ iest w h e n  I am fu lly  
engrossed in Jehovah's service.

Many have asked what lies behind such suc­
cessful child rearing. Of course, there is no 
fixed formula for bringing up children, but we 
diligently tried to instill love for Jehovah and 
neighbor in their hearts. (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7; 
Matthew 22:37-39) The children learned that 
we cannot tell Jehovah that we love him un­
less our deeds show that we do.

One day a week, usually Saturday, we partic­
ipated in the ministry as a family. We regularly 
had a family Bible study on Monday evenings 
after dinner, and we also had a Bible study 
with each individual child. When the children 
were younger, we studied with each child for 
brief periods several times a week, and as they 
grew older, we had longer studies once a week. 
During these studies, our children opened up 
and freely discussed their problems with us.

We also enjoyed upbuilding recreation as a 
family. We liked to play musical instruments 
together, and each child loved to play his 
or her favorite songs. Some weekends, we in­
vited other families for upbuilding associa­
tion. We also took vacation trips as a family. 
On one such trip, we spent two weeks explor­
ing the mountains of Colorado and worldng 
with the local congregations in the field min­
istry. Our children fondly remember working 
at district conventions in various departments
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and helping with Kingdom Hall construction 
in different places. When we took the chil­
dren to Greece to see their relatives, they were 
also able to meet many faithful Witnesses who 
had been in prison for their faith. This made 
a deep impression on them, helping them to 
resolve to remain steadfast and courageous for 
the truth.

Of course, at times some of the children 
misbehaved or made poor choices regarding 
association. At other times, we created prob­
lems for them by being perhaps overly re­
strictive in some areas. But resorting to the 
"mental-regulating of Jehovah," as found in 
the Bible, helped set matters straight for all of 
us.—Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 3:16,17.

The Happiest Time of My Life
After our children took up the full-time 

ministry, Ekaterini and I started thinking seri­
ously about what we could do to expand our 
share in this lifesaving work. Thus, in 1994, af­
ter I retired early, we both started serving as 
regular pioneers. Our ministry includes visit­
ing local colleges and universities, where we 
witness to the students and conduct Bible 
studies with some of them. Because I can sym­
pathize with their difficulties—since I was in 
their shoes not so many years ago—I have had 
much success in helping them to learn about

Gregory: M o re  th a n  m y  
parents' w o rd s o f encour­
agem ent to  me to  expand 
my m in istry , th e ir example 

and the  evidence o f th e ir  
joy in Jehovah's service moved 

me to  reevaluate my circumstances, push  
aside any w o rrie s  and concerns about 
sta rtin g  fu ll-tim e  service, and apply m yself 
m ore fu lly  to  Jehovah's w ork . I thank my 
parents fo r he lp ing me fin d  the joy th a t 
comes fro m  exerting myself.

Toula: M y parents always 
em phasized th a t o u r rela­
tio n sh ip  w ith  Jehovah is 
th e  m o st p rec ious th in g  

th a t we could ever possess 
and th a t the  o n ly  way w e can 

ever be tru ly  happy is by g iv ing  Jehovah 
o u r best. Th e y  made Jehovah very real to  
us. M y fa th e r o ften to ld  us th a t the re  is an 
indescribable feeling ab out being able to  
go to bed at n ig h t w ith  a clean conscience, 
know ing th a t you have tried  y o u r best to  
make Jehovah happy.

Jehovah. What a joy to have studied with stu­
dents from Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Mexico, Thailand, and Turkey! I also 
enjoy telephone witnessing, especially to peo­
ple who speak my native tongue.

Even though I have many limitations be­
cause of my heavy Greek accent and advanc­
ing age, I have always tried to make myself 
available and have the spirit of Isaiah, who 
proclaimed: "Here I am! Send me." (Isaiah 
6:8) We have had the joy of helping more than 
half a dozen people to dedicate their lives to 
Jehovah. This has definitely been the happiest 
time for us.

Once, my whole life revolved around build­
ing monstrous weapons for killing fellow hu­
mans. Jehovah, through his undeserved kind­
ness, however, opened the way for me and 
my family to become his dedicated servants 
and to devote our lives to bringing to people 
the good news of everlasting life on a para­
dise earth. As I reflect on the challenging deci­
sions I had to make, the words of Malachi 3:10 
come to mind: " Test me out, please, in this re­
spect,' Jehovah of armies has said, 'whether I 
shall not open to you people the floodgates of 
the heavens and actually empty out upon you 
a blessing until there is no more want.'" He 
has indeed done so—to our heart's content!
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W hy Be 
Reasonable 
in Our
Expectations?

HOPES realized and aspirations attained 
give us a sense of satisfaction. Admitted­

ly, though, many of our dreams and expecta­
tions do not turn out the way we wish. Recur­
ring disappointments in life can make us feel 
exasperated with ourselves and even with oth­
ers. A wise man aptly observed: "Expectation 
postponed is making the heart sick."—Prov­
erbs 13:12.

What are some factors that can lead to feel­
ings of disappointment? How can we work 
at being reasonable in our expectations? Fur­
thermore, why is it to our benefit to do so?

Expectations and Disappointments
With the fast pace of life today, the more 

we try to keep up, the further we seem to 
fall behind. Demands on our time and ener­
gy can be unrelenting, and when we fail to 
get done what we set out to do, there is a ten­
dency to come down on ourselves. We could 
even begin to feel as though we are letting 
others down. Cynthia, a wife and mother 
who knows the pressures of parenting, says: 
"Being inconsistent in correcting my children 
and feeling that I am not adequately train­
ing them is exasperating." Stephanie, a teen­
ager, says regarding her education: "I don't 
have enough time to do everything I want to 
do, and that triggers feelings of impatience in 
me."

Unreasonably high expectations easily turn 
into perfectionism, and this can be most frus­
trating. Ben, a young married man, confess­
es: "When I examine my actions, thoughts,

or feelings, I always see how they could have 
been better. I am constantly looking for per­
fection, and this leads to impatience, frustra­
tion, and disappointment." Gail, a Christian 
wife, says: "Perfectionist thinking does not al­
low for failure. We want to be supermoms and 
superwives. We have to be productive to be 
happy, so wasted effort irritates us."

Yet another factor that can lead to per­
sonal disappointment is deteriorating health 
and old age. Diminished mobility and energy 
magnify our limitations and add to feelings 
of frustration. "I felt impatient with myself 
for not being able to accomplish things that 
were so easy and natural before I got sick," ac­
knowledges Elizabeth.

The foregoing is a sampling of what can 
trigger feelings of disappointment. Left un­
checked, such feelings can even lead us to be­
lieve that we are not appreciated by others. So, 
what positive measures can we take to cope 
with disappointments and to cultivate reason­
able expectations?

Ways to Cultivate 
Reasonable Expectations

First, remember that Jehovah is reasonable 
and understanding. Psalm 103:14 reminds us: 
"He himself well knows the formation of us, 
remembering that we are dust." Knowing our 
capabilities and limitations, Jehovah expects 
from us only what we are able to give. And 
one thing he does ask of us is "to be modest in 
walking with [our] God."—Micah 6:8.
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Jehovah also urges us to turn to him in 
prayer. (Romans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
How, though, does that help us? Prayer sta­
bilizes and balances our thinking. Fervent 
prayer is an acknowledgment that we need 
help—it is a mark of modesty and humility. 
Jehovah is eager to respond to our prayers by 
giving us his holy spirit, the fruitage of 
which includes love, kindness, goodness, and 
self-control. (Luke 11:13; Galatians 5:22, 23) 
Prayer also alleviates anxiety and frustration. 
Through prayer, "you derive comfort un­
known from any other source," says Eliza­
beth. Kevin concurs: "I pray for a calm heart 
and a clear mind so that I can deal with a 
problem. Jehovah never lets me down." The 
apostle Paul knew the precious value of 
prayer. That is why he recommended: "Let 
your petitions be made known to God; and 
the peace of God that excels all thought 
will guard your hearts and your mental pow­
ers by means of Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4: 
6, 7) Yes, communicating with Jehovah really 
works to help us cultivate reasonable expecta­
tions of ourselves and of others.

Occasionally, though, we need immediate 
reassurance. A word at the right time is good. 
Confidential talk with a trusted and mature 
friend can help us get a fresh view of what 
is causing us to feel disappointed or anx­
ious. (Proverbs 15:23; 17:17; 27:9) Youths who 
struggle with frustrations learn that seeking 
parental advice helps them find balance. Kan- 
di appreciatively acknowledges: "Loving di­
rection from my parents has made me more 
reasonable and balanced and more of a plea­
sure to be around." Yes, the reminder at Prov­
erbs 1:8, 9 is most timely: "Listen, my son, to 
the discipline of your father, and do not for­
sake the law of your mother. For they are a 
wreath of attractiveness to your head and a 
fine necklace to your throat."

The consequences of perfectionist thinking 
are well summed up in the adage: "To expect
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life to be tailored to our specifications is to in­
vite frustration." To avoid this, an adjust­
ment in thinking is required. Humility and 
modesty—having a realistic view of our limi­
tations—will most certainly nurture in us bal­
anced and reasonable expectations. Appropri­
ately, Romans 12:3 cautions us "not to think 
more of [ourselves] than it is necessary to 
think." Additionally, Philippians 2:3 encour­
ages us to have lowliness of mind and to con­
sider others to be superior.

Elizabeth, mentioned earlier, was impatient 
with herself because of her sickness. For her, 
time was needed to get Jehovah's view of mat­
ters and to feel comforted in knowing that he 
does not forget our service. Colin is immobi­
lized as a result of a debilitating illness. Ini­
tially, he entertained feelings that his minis­
try was almost worthless compared to what 
he had been doing while in good health. By 
meditating on such scriptures as 2 Corinthi­
ans 8:12, he was able to shake these feelings. 
This verse says: "If the readiness is there first, 
it is especially acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what a person 
does not have." "Although I have much less 
to give," says Colin, "I can still give, and that 
is acceptable to Jehovah." At Hebrews 6:10, we 
are reminded: "God is not unrighteous so as 
to forget your work and the love you showed 
for his name."

How, then, can we determine whether our 
expectations are reasonable? Ask yourself, 'Do 
my expectations go hand in hand with God's 
expectations?' Galatians 6:4 states: "Let each 
one prove what his own work is, and then 
he will have cause for exultation in regard to 
himself alone, and not in comparison with 
the other person." Remember, Jesus said: "My 
yoke is kindly and my load is light." Yes, as 
Christians, we do have a yoke to bear, but it is 
"kindly" and "light," and Jesus promised that 
it would be refreshing if we learn to carry it 
properly.—Matthew 11:28-30.



Reasonable Expectations Bring Rewards
Immediate and lasting rewards do come 

from listening to and applying the counsel of 
God's Word as we work at cultivating reason­
able expectations. For one thing, this has a fa­
vorable effect on us physically. Jennifer, who 
has benefited from Jehovah's reminders, ac­
knowledges: "I have more energy and enthu­
siasm for life." Appropriately, Proverbs 4:21, 
22 urges us to pay attention to the sayings of 
Jehovah with our eyes and heart, "for they are 
life to those finding them and health to all 
their flesh."

Another reward is mental and emotion­
al well-being. "When I expose my mind and 
heart to God's Word, I find I am always a hap­
pier person," says Theresa. True, we will still 
experience disappointments in life. Yet, we 
will be able to bear them more readily. "Draw 
close to God, and he will draw close to you," 
urges James 4:8. Jehovah also promises to 
strengthen us in facing life's challenges and to 
bless us with peace.—Psalm 29:11.

Cultivating reasonable expectations 
can help us cope with 

frustrations and disappointments

Having reasonable expectations enables us 
to maintain spiritual stability. This too is a 
blessing. We can keep a clear focus on the 
more important things in life. (Philippians 1: 
10) Our goals are then realistic and attainable, 
which brings greater joy and contentment. 
We will be more willing to entrust ourselves 
to Jehovah, knowing that he will make things 
work out for the best. "Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time," says Peter. 
(1 Peter 5:6) Can there be anything more re­
warding than to be honored by Jehovah?
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Godly Wisdom 
How Is It 
Manifested?

/ / ' T '  HE wisdom of the needy one is de- 
X  spised, and his words are not listened 

to." With these words, wise King Solomon 
concluded the story of a lowly but wise man 
who saved an entire city from destruction. 
Sadly, though, "no man remembered that 
needy man."—Ecclesiastes 9:14-16.

Humans tend to look down on people of 
little means, even if these poor ones have per­
formed noble deeds. This was true in Jesus' 
case. Isaiah prophesied about him: "He was 
despised and was avoided by men, a man 
meant for pains and for having acquain­
tance with sickness." (Isaiah 53:3) Jesus was 
despised by some simply because he did not 
have the status or prominence of the lead­
ers of his day. Yet, he possessed wisdom that

was far greater than that of any sinful human. 
People in Jesus' hometown refused to ac­
knowledge that this "carpenter's son" mani­
fested such wisdom and performed such pow­
erful works. That, however, was a serious 
mistake, for the account goes on to say that 
Jesus "did not do many powerful works there 
on account of their lack of faith." What a loss 
for those people!—Matthew 13:54-58.

May we not make the same mistake. "Wis­
dom is proved righteous by its works," said Je­
sus. Those who are doing God's work and im­
parting heavenly wisdom are distinguished, 
not by their status or social standing, but 
by the "fine fruit" they manifest—their Bible- 
based faith and deeds.—Matthew 7:18-20; 
11:19.
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