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Can Your Life Have
Greater Meaning?

TRUE value is not always what 
it seems to be. The largest 
bank note issued in the Unit­

ed States had a face value of $10,000. 
Yet, the paper on which it is printed 
is worth only a few cents.

Have you ever wondered if pieces 
of paper that have little intrinsic val­
ue can give real meaning to your life? 
Many people think that they can. 
Millions work night and day in or­
der to earn as much money as they 
possibly can. Sometimes the pur­
suit of money means sacrificing their

health, their friends, and even their 
family. To what avail? Can money 
—or what we buy with it—bring real 
and lasting satisfaction?

According to researchers, the 
more we seek satisfaction based 
on material possessions, the less like­
ly we are to find it. Journalist Al- 
fie Kohn concludes that "satisfaction 
simply is not for sale. . . . Peo­
ple for whom affluence is a priority 
in life tend to experience an un­
usual degree of anxiety and depres­
sion as well as a lower overall level of
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well-being ."—International 
Herald Tribune.

Though researchers 
may realize that a 
meaningful life calls 
for something other 
than money, many 
people think other­
wise. This is hardly 
surprising, since those 
living in Western lands 
may be bombarded by as 
many as 3,000 marketing 
messages a day. Whether 
these are advertising cars or 
candy, the underlying idea 
is: 'Buy this product, and 
you will be happier.'

What is the result of the 
relentless promotion of ma­
terial values? Why, spiritual 
values are often ignored! 
According to a report in 
Newsweek magazine, the 
archbishop of Cologne, 
Germany, recently declared 
that "in our society, God is 
no longer a topic."

Perhaps you have devot­
ed nearly all your energies 
to making a living. Maybe 
you feel that you have lit­
tle time to do anything else. 
Occasionally, however, you 
may sense that there must 
be more to life than end­
lessly running on a tread­
mill until your health or 
your age calls a halt to it.

Can more attention to 
spiritual matters bring 
you increased satisfaction? 
What would give your life 
greater meaning?

How Your Life 
Can Have
Greater Meaning

A N ANCIENT proverb says: "Do not toil to gain rich- 
/ \  es. Cease from your own understanding. Have

x  JL you caused your eyes to glance at it, when it 
is nothing? For without fail it makes wings for itself like 
those of an eagle and flies away toward the heavens." 
(Proverbs 23:4, 5) In other words, it is not wise to wear our­
selves out trying to become rich, for wealth can fly away as 
on an eagle's wings.

As the Bible shows, material wealth can disappear quick­
ly. It may vanish overnight because of a natural disaster, an 
economic slump, or other unforeseen occurrences. More­
over, even those who achieve material success are often 
disillusioned. Consider the case of John, whose work in­
volved entertaining politicians, sports figures, and royalty.

John states: "I gave my job everything I had. I prospered 
financially, stayed in luxury hotels, and sometimes I even 
went to work by private jet. At first I enjoyed it, but gradu­
ally I became bored. The people I catered to seemed super­
ficial. There was no substance to my life."

As John discovered, a life devoid of spiritual values is 
unsatisfying. In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
Christ showed how to experience lasting happiness. He 
said: "Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, 
since the kingdom of the heavens belongs to them." (Mat­
thew 5:3) Clearly, then, it is wise to put spiritual matters 
first in life. However, other factors can also help to give life 
greater meaning.

Your Family and Friends Really Matter
Would you enjoy life if you had no contact with your 

family and had no close friends? Obviously not. Our Cre­
ator made us with a need to love and be loved. That is one 
reason why Jesus highlighted the importance of 'loving 
our neighbor as ourselves.' (Matthew 22:39) The family is
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a divine gift that provides an ideal setting for 
displaying unselfish love—Ephesians 3:14,15.

How can our family give our life great­
er meaning? Well, a united family might be 
compared to a beautiful garden that provides 
a refreshing refuge from the stress of everyday 
life. Similarly, within the family, we can find 
refreshing companionship and warmth that 
banish feelings of loneliness. Of course, a fam­
ily does not automatically provide such a ha­
ven. As we strengthen family bonds, however, 
we grow closer to one another, and life be­
comes richer. For instance, the time and atten­
tion we give to showing love and respect for 
our marriage mate are daily investments that 
may ultimately yield rich dividends.—Ephe­
sians 5:33.

If we have children, we should strive to pro­
vide the right environment in which to bring 
them up. Spending time with them, keeping 
open the lines of communication, and giving 
them spiritual instruction may be demanding. 
But such time and effort can bring us great sat­
isfaction. Successful parents view children as a 
blessing, as an inheritance from God that 
should be well cared for.—Psalm 127:3.

Good friends also contribute to a satisfying 
and meaningful life. (Proverbs 27:9) We can 
make many friends by showing fellow feeling. 
(1 Peter 3:8) Genuine friends help to lift us up 
when we stumble. (Ecclesiastes 4:9,10) And "a 
true companion. . .  is a brother that is born for 
when there is distress."—Proverbs 17:17.

How satisfying true friendship can be! A 
sunset is more spectacular, a meal more tasty, 
and music more enjoyable when shared with a 
friend. Of course, a close family and trustwor­
thy friends are just two facets of a meaningful 
life. What other provisions has God made that 
can give our lives greater meaning?

Satisfying Our Spiritual Need
As noted earlier, Jesus Christ associated hap­

piness with awareness of our spiritual need.

We have been created with both a spiritual 
and a moral capacity. Hence, the Bible refers to 
"the spiritual man" and "the secret person of 
the heart."—1 Corinthians 2:15; 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

According to An Expository Dictionary o f  
New Testament Words, by W. E. Vine, the fig­
urative heart stands for "man's entire mental 
and moral activity, both the rational and the 
emotional elements." By way of explanation, 
Vine adds: "In other words, the heart is used 
figuratively for the hidden springs of the per­
sonal life." The same work also notes that "the 
heart, as lying deep within, contains 'the hid­
den man/ . . .  the real man."

How can we satisfy the needs of "the spiri­
tual man," or "the hidden man," that is, 
"the secret person of the heart"? We take 
an important step in doing this and satisfy­
ing our spiritual need when we acknowledge 
the point made by the inspired psalmist who 
sang: "Know that Jehovah is God. It is he that 
has made us, and not we ourselves. We are his 
people and the sheep of his pasturage." (Psalm 
100:3) Recognition of this reasonably leads us 
to conclude that we are accountable to God. 
If we want to be included among "his people 
and the sheep of his pasturage," we must act in 
harmony with his Word, the Bible.

Is that a bad thing? No, for awareness that 
our conduct matters to God adds meaning to 
our lives. It encourages us to be better indi­
viduals—certainly a worthwhile goal. "Happy 
is the man in fear of Jehovah, in whose com­
mandments he has taken very much delight," 
says Psalm 112:1. Reverential fear of God and 
heartfelt obedience to his commandments 
can give our lives greater meaning.

Why does obedience to God satisfy us? Be­
cause we have a conscience, a gift that God 
has bestowed on all mankind. The conscience 
is a moral examiner that registers approval 
or disapproval of what we have done or con­
sider doing. We have all experienced the dis­
tress of a troubled conscience. (Romans 2:15)
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But our conscience can also reward us. When 
we act unselfishly toward God and fellow hu­
mans, we feel contented and satisfied. We find 
that "there is more happiness in giving than 
there is in receiving." (Acts 20:35) There is an 
important reason for this.

Our Creator made us in such a way that 
the desires and needs of fellow humans af­
fect us. Helping others produces pleasure in 
our own hearts. Additionally, the Bible assures 
us that when we give to someone in need, 
God considers this a favor done to him.—Prov­
erbs 19:17.

Apart from giving inner satisfaction, can 
attention to our spiritual needs help us in a 
practical way? Well, a Middle Eastern busi­
nessman named Raymond believes that it can. 
"My goal, pure and simple, was to make mon­
ey," he says. "But from the time I accept­
ed in my heart that there is a God and that 
the Bible expresses his wishes, I was a differ­
ent man. Making a living now takes second 
place in my life. By trying to please God, I 
have been spared the destructive feeling of ha­
tred. Though my father died during a con­
flict, I have no wish to take revenge on those 
responsible."

As Raymond discovered, caring well for the 
needs of "the spiritual man" can heal deep 
emotional wounds. However, unless we cope 
with the problems that each day brings, life 
will not be entirely satisfying.

We Can Have "the Peace of God"
In this hectic world, few days pass by 

smoothly. Accidents occur, plans go wrong, 
and people disappoint us. These setbacks may 
rob us of happiness. To those serving Jehovah 
God, though, the Bible promises an inner con­
tentment—"the peace of God." How do we ac­
quire this peace?

The apostle Paul wrote: "Do not be anxious 
over anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication along with thanksgiving let 
your petitions be made known to God; and
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the peace of God that excels all thought will 
guard your hearts and your mental powers by 
means of Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6, 7) In­
stead of trying to carry our problems alone, we 
need to pray fervently, throwing our daily bur­
dens on God. (Psalm 55:22) Faith that he re­
sponds to such supplication through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, will increase as we grow spiritual­
ly and discern how God helps us.—John 14:6, 
14; 2 Thessalonians 1:3.

After we have built up our confidence in Je­
hovah God, the "Hearer of prayer," we are bet­
ter able to cope with trials, such as prolonged 
sickness, old age, or bereavement. (Psalm 
65:2) For a truly meaningful life, however, we 
must also take the future into account.

Rejoice in the Hope Ahead
The Bible promises "new heavens and a new 

earth," a righteous, caring heavenly govern­
ment ruling over an obedient human fami­
ly. (2 Peter 3:13) In that new world promised 
by God, war and injustice will be replaced by



peace and justice. This is not just a fleeting 
wish, but it is a conviction that can grow stron­
ger every day. It is good news indeed and sure­
ly a reason for rejoicing—Romans 12:12; Titus 
1:2.

John, mentioned at the outset, now feels 
that his life has greater meaning. "Though I 
was never very religious, I always believed in 
God," he says. "But I did nothing about this 
belief until two of Jehovah's Witnesses called 
on me. I barraged them with questions, such 
as, 'What are we doing here? Where are we 
going?' Their satisfying Scriptural answers

gave me a sense of purpose for the first time in 
my life. That was only the beginning. I devel­
oped a thirst for truth that led me to change 
my entire set of values. Even though I am no 
longer rich materially, I feel like a millionaire 
spiritually."

Like John, perhaps you have let your spiri­
tual capacity lie dormant for many years. By 
developing "a heart of wisdom," however, you 
can revive it. (Psalm 90:12) With determina­
tion and effort, you can have genuine joy, 
peace, and hope. (Romans 15:13) Yes, and 
your life can have greater meaning.
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W E  A R E  T H E  S O R T  W H O  H A V E  F A I T H

Declaring the Good News in 
the Rice Fields of Taiwan

TA IW A N  usua lly  enjoys b o un­
tifu l ra in fa ll, w h ich  enables it  

to  reap tw o  good crops o f rice 
each year. Occasionally, th o u g h , 
the  ra ins do no t come w he n  
th e y  s h o u ld , and th e  se e d ­
ling s die. W h e n  th is  happens, 
does the  fa rm e r give up? No.
He know s th a t perseverance is 
needed. He g row s new  seed­
ling s and rep lants the  fie lds.
Th e n , i f  cond itions im prove, the  
fa rm e r harvests a good crop.
S p iritu a l p la n ting  and ha rvest­
ing are som etim es very s im ila r.

Persevering in the 
Spiritual Harvest

O ver the  years Jehovah's W it ­
nesses in Ta iw a n  have w orked  
hard to  p la n t and harvest seeds o f Sc rip tu r­
al t ru th  in som e areas th a t d id no t seem to  
be productive. O ne exam ple is M iao-li County. 
Th e re  had been little  response to the  occasional 
e ffo rts  to  w itn e ss  in the  area. So in 1973 a spe­
cial p ioneer couple were assigned to w o rk  there  
as fu ll- tim e  K ingdom  procla im ers. In itia lly , some  
show ed in te re st in the  good new s. However, th a t 
in te re st soon w ith e re d  away. Th e  special p io­
neers w ere th e n  assigned to a no the r area.

In 1991 tw o  o th e r special pioneers were as­
signed there . B u t again developm ents indicat­
ed th a t the  climate was no t r ig h t fo r sp iritua l 
g ro w th . A fte r a few  years, the  special pioneers 
were reassigned to w h a t w o u ld  hope fu lly  be 
more productive fie lds. Th u s , the  land lay fa llow  
fo ra  period o f tim e .

Renewed Efforts Reap Success
In Sep tem ber 1998 it  was decided to make 

an e ffo rt to  seek o u t the  m ore productive areas

in the  vast unassigned te rr ito ­
ry in Ta iw a n . H o w  w as th is  to  
be accom plished? By a ssig n ing  
som e 40  te m p o ra ry  special p io ­
neers to  w o rk  in the  m ore dense­
ly populated unassigned te rr ito ­
ries.

Tw o  a d jo in ing  cities in M iao-li 
C ounty w ere am ong the  te rr ito ­
ries selected fo r the  cam paign. 
Fo u r sing le  s is te rs w ere to  w o rk  
the re  fo r th ree  m o n th s to  te st 
the  te rrito ry . Soon a fte r th e ir  a r­
rival, they w ro te  g lo w in g  re­
p o rts  a b o u t th e  n u m b e r o f 
in terested people the y w ere lo ­
cating. By the  tim e  they fin ish e d  
th e ir  th ree  m o n th s o f p ioneer­
ing in the  area, they w ere con­
ducting m any hom e Bib le  s tu d ­

ies. Th e y  also estab lished a book stu d y  g ro up  
w ith  the  help o f an e lder fro m  a nearby congre­
gation.

Th re e  o f these s iste rs made it  clear th a t they  
w o uld  like to  continue to  care fo r the  te nde r 
"se e d lin g s" th a t were g ro w in g  so w e ll. Conse­
quently , tw o  o f them  w ere appointed as perm a­
nent special p ioneers, and the  th ird  c ontinued to  
w o rk  the re  as a regu la r pioneer. An e ld er fro m  
the  nearby congregation moved in to  the  area to  
help the m . M ore  than 60  attended the  f i r s t  p u b ­
lic talk given in th a t area. N ow  the  nearby con­
gregation is he lp ing  th is  fle d g lin g  g ro up  to hold  
regula r Sunday m eetings in ad d itio n  to  several 
book stud ies. Soon a new  congregation may be 
fo rm ed in the  area.

Perseverance Brings Blessings 
in Other Parts of Taiwan

O th e r areas responded in  a s im ila r way. In  
l-lan C o un ty  in the  no rth e a ste rn  p a rt o f th e  is-
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land, a new  C ongregation Book S tu d y  was es­
tab lished in the  area w he re  the  te m p o ra ry  spe­
cial p ioneers w orked.

W h ile  m aking house-to-house  calls one eve­
n ing , a te m p o ra ry  special p io nee r m et a young  
man and show ed h im  a h a n d b ill lis t in g  congre­
gation m eetings. He im m ed ia te ly  asked: "M a y  I 
attend the  m eeting to m o rro w  n ig h t?  If  so, w h a t 
sh o u ld  I w e a r?" T h is  p io nee r fo u n d  he rse lf con­
duc ting  e ig h t B ib le  s tu d ie s  w ith  in terested  ones 
each week. Several o f the  B ib le  s tu d e n ts  were  
soon m aking p lans to  become p u b lish e rs  o f the  
good news them selves, w ith  the  goal o f being  
baptized.

A n o th e r person in th is  same to w n  had been 
a churchgoer fo r m any years b u t could fin d  no  
one to  teach he r the  B ib le . W h e n  she heard 
a b out the  B ib le  s tu d y  a rrang em e nt, she seized  
the  o p p o rtu n ity . She was encouraged to  pre­
pare her lesson in advance. W h e n  the  te m ­
pora ry  special p io nee r a rrived to  conduct the  
study, she fo u n d  th a t the  w o m a n had done

her "h o m e w o rk " by p urc hasing  a no tebook in  
w hich  she had w ritte n  d o w n  the  p rin te d  que s­
tio n s  in he r s tu d y  m ateria l. Th e n  she had w r it ­
ten o u t her answ ers to  each q u e stio n . She had 
also copied in her notebook all the  cited sc rip ­
tu re s in her lesson. By the  tim e  th e  s is te r arrived  
to  conduct the  f i r s t  s tudy, the  w o m a n had al­
ready prepared the  f i r s t  th ree  lessons!

S im ila r re su lts  w ere seen in the  to w n  o f D ong-  
sh ih  in central Ta iw a n . Th e  te m p o ra ry  special 
pioneers placed m ore tha n  2 ,0 0 0  brochures in  
the  th ree  m o n th s  the y w orked the re . By the  
th ird  m o n th , they w ere cond ucting  16 hom e B i­
ble stud ies. Th e  to w n  w as large ly destroyed  
by an earthquake th a t struck central Ta iw an  
on Sep tem ber 21, 1999 , b u t som e in terested  
ones c ontinue  to  make sp iritu a l p rogress, even 
th o u g h  they have to  travel fo r up to  an h o u r to  
attend m eetings at the  nearest K in g d o m  H a ll. 
Yes, perseverance is needed to  reap a good  
crop, w h e th e r o f m ateria l produce o r th a t o f a 
sp iritu a l k ind.
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The Resurrection 
Hope Is Sure!

"I have hope toward God  . . . that there is going  
to be a resurrection/'’- a c t s  24:15.

JEHOVAH has given us sound reasons for 
hope in the resurrection. We have his word 

that the dead will rise, standing up again to 
life. And his purpose regarding those asleep in 
death is sure to be fulfilled. (Isaiah 55:11; Luke 
18:27) In fact, God has already shown his pow­
er to raise the dead.

2 Faith in God's provision for raising the 
dead by means of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
can sustain us in times of stress. The sure­
ness of the resurrection hope can also help us

1. Why can we hope in the resurrection?
2. How can the resurrection hope benefit us?

to maintain integrity to our heavenly Father 
even to the point of death. Likely, our resur­
rection hope will be strengthened as we con­
sider restorations to life recorded in the Bible. 
All these miracles were accomplished through 
power from the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.

They Received Their Dead 
by Resurrection

3 In a thrilling review of the faith displayed 
by Jehovah's pre-Christian witnesses, the

3. What was Elijah empowered to do when the son 
of a widow in Zarephath died?

W ith  p o w e r from  
Jehovah, E lija h  restored  
life  to a w idow 's  
young son

“S'



apostle Paul wrote: "Women received their 
dead by resurrection." (Hebrews 11:35; 12:1) 
One of those women was a poor widow in 
the Phoenician town of Zarephath. Because 
she was hospitable to God's prophet Elijah, 
her flour and oil were miraculously sustained 
during a famine that would have claimed her 
life and that of her son. When the child lat­
er died, Elijah laid him on a couch, prayed, 
stretched himself upon the boy three times, 
and pleaded: "O Jehovah my God, please, 
cause the soul of this child to come back with­
in him." God did cause the soul, or life, to 
come back within the boy. (1 Kings 17:8-24) 
Imagine that widow's joy as her faith was re­
warded by the first recorded resurrection 
—that of her own dear son!

4 Another woman who received her dead 
by resurrection lived in the town of Shunem. 
The wife of an aged man, she showed kind­
ness to the prophet Elisha and his attendant. 
She was rewarded with a son. Several years lat­
er, however, she summoned the prophet, who 
found the boy dead in her home. After Elisha 
prayed and took certain steps, "gradually the 
child's flesh grew warm." He "began to sneeze 
as many as seven times, after which the boy 
opened his eyes." This resurrection undoubt­
edly brought great joy to both the mother and 
her son. (2 Kings 4:8-37; 8:1-6) But how much 
happier they will be when raised to life on 
earth in the "better resurrection"—one that 
sets before them the possibility of never hav­
ing to die again! What a cause for thankful­
ness to the loving God of resurrection, Jeho­
vah!—Hebrews 11:35.

5 Even after Elisha's death and burial, God 
made his bones powerful by holy spirit. We 
read: "As [certain Israelites] were burying a 
man, why, here they saw [a Moabite] maraud­
ing band. At once they threw the man into

4. What miracle did Elisha perform in Shunem?
5. How was Elisha involved in a miracle even after 
his death?

Elisha's burial place and went off. When the 
[dead] man touched the bones of Elisha, he 
immediately came to life and stood upon his 
feet." (2 Kings 13:20, 21) How surprised and 
happy that man must have been! Imagine the 
joy that will be experienced when our loved 
ones are raised to life in harmony with the 
unfailing purpose of Jehovah God!

God's Son Raised the Dead
6 God's Son, Jesus Christ, has given us 

sound reasons for believing that the dead can 
be resurrected, with the prospect of everlast­
ing life. An incident that occurred near the 
city of Nain can help us to realize that such a 
miracle is possible through God-given power. 
On one occasion, Jesus met mourners carry­
ing the body of a young man out of the city 
for burial. He was the only child of a wid­
ow. Jesus told her: "Stop weeping." Then he 
touched the bier and said: "Young man, I say 
to you, Get up!" At that he sat up and spoke. 
(Luke 7:11-15) This miracle certainly bolsters 
our conviction that the resurrection hope is 
sure.

7 Consider, too, an event involving Jairus, a 
presiding officer of the synagogue in Caper­
naum. He asked Jesus to come and help his 
beloved 12-year-old daughter, who lay near 
death. Soon it was reported that the girl had 
died. Urging grief-stricken Jairus to exercise 
faith, Jesus accompanied him to his home, 
where a crowd was weeping. They laughed 
when Jesus told them: "The young child has 
not died, but is sleeping." She was indeed 
dead, but Jesus was about to show that people 
can be raised to life just as they can be awak­
ened from a deep sleep. Taking the girl by the 
hand, he said: "Girl, get up!" She rose instant­
ly, and "her parents were beside themselves"

6. What miracle did Jesus perform near the city of 
Nain, and how may this incident affect us?
7. What took place in connection with the daugh­
ter of Jairus?
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W hen Jesus ra ised  Ja iru s ' 
d a u g h te r to life, h e r p arents  

were beside them selves 
w ith ecstasy

with ecstasy. (Mark 5:35-43;
Luke 8:49-56) Undoubtedly 
family members will be "be­
side themselves" when their 
dead loved ones are raised to 
life on a paradise earth.

8 Lazarus had been dead 
for four days when Jesus ap­
proached his tomb and had 
the stone at its entrance re­
moved. After praying public­
ly so that observers would know that he de­
pended on God-given power, Jesus said in a 
loud voice: "Lazarus, come on out!" And out 
he came! His hands and feet were still bound 
with burial wrappings, and his face was cov­
ered with a cloth. "Loose him and let him 
go," said Jesus. Seeing this miracle, many who 
were there to comfort Lazarus' sisters, Mary 
and Martha, put faith in Jesus. (John 11:1-45) 
Does not this account fill you with hope that 
your loved ones may be raised to life in God's 
new world?

9 When John the Baptizer was in prison, Je­
sus sent him this heartening message: "The 
blind are seeing again, . . . and the dead are 
being raised up." (Matthew 11:4-6) Since Je­
sus when on earth resurrected the dead, he 
can surely do so as a mighty spirit creature 
empowered by God. Jesus is "the resurrection 
and the life," and how comforting it is to 
know that in the near future "all those in the 
memorial tombs will hear his voice and come 
out"!—John 5:28, 29; 11:25.

8. What did Jesus do at the tomb of Lazarus?
9. Why can we be sure that Jesus can now resurrect 
the dead?

Other Resurrections 
Strengthen Our Hope

10 When Jesus sent his apostles out as King­
dom preachers, he said: "Raise up dead per­
sons." (Matthew 10:5-8) To do this, of course, 
they had to rely on God's power. At Joppa in 
36 C.E., the godly woman Dorcas (Tabitha) fell 
asleep in death. Her good deeds had includ­
ed the making of garments for needy widows, 
among whom her death caused much weep­
ing. The disciples prepared her for burial and 
sent for the apostle Peter, perhaps for con­
solation. (Acts 9:32-38) He dismissed everyone 
from the upper chamber, prayed, and said: 
"Tabitha, rise!" She opened her eyes, sat up, 
took Peter's hand, and he raised her up. This 
first reported resurrection by an apostle caused 
many to become believers. (Acts 9:39-42) It 
also gives us added reason for hope in the res­
urrection.

11 The last resurrection of Bible record oc­
curred in Troas. When Paul stopped there on 
his third missionary trip, he prolonged his dis-

10. How would you describe the first reported res­
urrection by an apostle?
11. What was the last resurrection of Bible record?
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course until midnight. Overcome by weari­
ness and perhaps by the heat of many lamps 
and the crowded conditions in the meet­
ing place, a young man named Eutychus fell 
asleep and tumbled from a third-story win­
dow. He "was picked up dead," not merely un­
conscious. Paul threw himself upon Eutychus, 
embraced him, and told onlookers: "Stop rais­
ing a clamor, for his soul is in him." Paul 
meant that the young man's life had been re­
stored. Those present "were comforted beyond 
measure." (Acts 20:7-12) Today, God's servants 
find great comfort in the knowledge that their 
former associates in God's service will experi­
ence the fulfillment of the resurrection hope.

Resurrection—A Long-Standing Hope
12 when on trial before Roman Gover­

nor Felix, Paul testified: "I believe all the 
things set forth in the Law and written in the 
Prophets; and I have hope toward God. . .  that 
there is going to be a resurrection of both the 
righteous and the unrighteous." (Acts 24:14, 
15) How do parts of God's Word, such as "the 
Law," point to the raising of the dead?

13 God himself alluded to a resurrection 
when he gave the first prophecy in Eden. 
When sentencing "the original serpent," Sa­
tan the Devil, God said: "I shall put enmi­
ty between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed. He will bruise you in 
the head and you will bruise him in the heel." 
(Revelation 12:9; Genesis 3:14, 15) Bruising 
the heel of the woman's seed meant the kill­
ing of Jesus Christ. If that Seed was to bruise 
the serpent's head thereafter, Christ would 
have to be raised from the dead.

14 Jesus declared: "That the dead are raised 
up even Moses disclosed, in the account about

12. What conviction did Paul express when before 
Roman Governor Felix?
13. Why can it be said that God alluded to the res­
urrection when he gave the first prophecy?
14. How is it that Jehovah is "a God, not of the 
dead, but of the living"?

the thornbush, when he calls Jehovah 'the 
God of Abraham and God of Isaac and God of 
Jacob.' He is a God, not of the dead, but of the 
living, for they are all living to him." (Luke 20: 
27, 37, 38; Exodus 3:6) Abraham, Isaac, and Ja­
cob were dead, but God's purpose to resurrect 
them was so sure to be fulfilled that to him 
they were as good as alive.

15 Abraham had reason for hope in the res­
urrection, for when he and his wife, Sarah, 
were very old, and they were dead as regards 
ability to produce children, God miraculous­
ly restored their reproductive powers. This was 
like a resurrection. (Genesis 18:9-11; 21:1-3; 
Hebrews 11:11,12) When their son, Isaac, was 
about 25 years old, God told Abraham to sac­
rifice him. Just as Abraham was about to strike 
Isaac dead, however, Jehovah's angel stayed 
his hand. Abraham had "reckoned that God 
was able to raise [Isaac] up even from the dead; 
and from there he did receive him also in an 
illustrative way."—Hebrews 11:17-19; Genesis 
22:1-18.

16 Abraham hoped in a resurrection under 
the rule of the Messiah, the promised Seed. 
From his prehuman vantage point, God's Son 
noted Abraham's faith. As the man Jesus 
Christ, he therefore told the Jews: "Abraham 
your father rejoiced greatly in the prospect of 
seeing my day." (John 8:56-58; Proverbs 8:30, 
31) Abraham now sleeps in death, awaiting a 
resurrection to life on earth under God's Mes­
sianic Kingdom.—Hebrews 11:8-10,13.

Testimony From the Law 
and the Psalms

17 Paul's resurrection hope was in harmony 
with "things set forth in the Law." God told 
the Israelites: "You must . . . bring a sheaf 
of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest.

15. Why did Abraham have reason for belief in the 
resurrection?
16. Abraham now sleeps in death, awaiting what?
17. How did "things set forth in the Law" point to 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
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And [on Nisan 16] he must wave the sheaf to 
and fro before Jehovah to gain approval for 
you." (Leviticus 23:9-14) Perhaps with this law 
in mind, Paul wrote: "Christ has been raised 
up from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep in death." As "the first- 
fruits," Jesus was resurrected on Nisan 16, 
33 C.E. Later, during his presence, there would 
be a resurrection of 'afterfruits'—his spirit- 
anointed followers.—1 Corinthians 15:20-23; 
2 Corinthians 1:21; 1 John 2:20, 27.

18 The Psalms also furnish support of the 
resurrection. On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., 
the apostle Peter quoted from Psalm 16:8-11, 
saying: "David says respecting [Christ], 'I had 
Jehovah constantly before my eyes; because he 
is at my right hand that I may never be shak­
en. On this account my heart became cheer­
ful and my tongue rejoiced greatly. Moreover, 
even my flesh will reside in hope; because 
you will not leave my soul in Hades, nei­
ther will you allow your loyal one to see cor­
ruption.'" Peter added: "[David] saw before­
hand and spoke concerning the resurrection 
of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in 
Hades nor did his flesh see corruption. This Je­
sus God resurrected."—Acts 2:25-32.

18. How did Peter show that Jesus' resurrection was 
foretold in the Psalms?

What Is Your Answer?
• H o w  can fa ith  in  G o d 's  p ro v is io n  

fo r  ra is in g  th e  dead b e n e fit us?

• W h a t  in c id e n ts  recorded in  th e  
S c rip tu re s  g ive us reason fo r  hope  
in  th e  re su rre c tio n ?

• W h y  can it  be sa id th a t th e  
re su rre c tio n  is a lo n g -s ta n d in g  
hope?

• W h a t su s ta in in g  hope can w e  
e n te rta in  re g a rd in g  th e  dead?

19 Some days later, Peter stood before the 
Sanhedrin and again quoted from the Psalms. 
Asked how he cured a lame beggar, the apos­
tle said: "Let it be known to all of you and to 
all the people of Israel, that in the name of Je­
sus Christ the Nazarene, whom you impaled 
but whom God raised up from the dead, by 
this one does this man stand here sound in 
front of you. This [Jesus] is 'the stone that was 
treated by you builders as of no account that 
has become the head of the corner.' Further­
more, there is no salvation in anyone else, for 
there is not another name under heaven that 
has been given among men by which we must 
get saved."—Acts 4:10-12.

20 Peter here quoted from Psalm 118:22, ap­
plying what it said to Jesus' death and resurrec­
tion. Goaded on by their religious leaders, the 
Jews rejected Jesus. (John 19:14-18; Acts 3:14, 
15) 'The builders' rejecting the stone' result­
ed in Christ's death, but 'the stone's becom­
ing the head of the corner' signified his being 
raised to spirit glory in heaven. As the psalmist 
foretold, 'this came to be from Jehovah him­
self.' (Psalm 118:23) Making "the stone" the 
Head of the corner involved exalting him as 
King-Designate—Ephesians 1:19, 20.

Sustained by the Resurrection Hope
21 Though we personally have never seen 

anyone raised from the dead, we have noted 
certain Scriptural accounts that assure us of 
the resurrection. We can, therefore, entertain 
the hope expressed by the upright man Job. 
When he was suffering, he pleaded: "O that 
in Sheol you [Jehovah] would conceal m e , . . .  
that you would set a time limit for me and re­
member me! If an able-bodied man dies can 
he live again? . . . You will call, and I myself 
shall answer you. For the work of your hands

19, 20. When did Peter quote from Psalm 118:22, 
and how was this associated with Jesus' death and 
resurrection?
21, 22. What hope did Job express, as recorded at 
Job 14:13-15, and how can this comfort bereaved 
ones today?
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you will have a yearning." (Job 14:13-15) God 
'will yearn for the work of his hands/ keen­
ly desiring to resurrect Job. What hope that 
gives us!

22 A God-fearing family member may be­
come seriously ill, as Job was, and may even 
succumb to the enemy death. The bereaved 
may shed tears of grief, even as Jesus wept 
over the death of Lazarus. (John 11:35) But 
how comforting it is to know that God will 
call and those in his memory will answer! 
It will be as though they had returned from 
a journey—not ill or impaired, but in sound 
health.

23 The death of a faithful elderly Christian 
moved fellow believers to write: "Please ac­
cept our deepest sympathy on the loss of your 
mother. It will be only a short time till we wel­
come her back—beautiful and vital!" Parents 
who lost their son said: "How we look for­
ward to the day when Jason does wake up! He 
will look around him and see the Paradise he
so longed for___ What an incentive for those
of us who loved him to be there too." Yes, and 
how thankful we can be that the resurrection 
hope is sure!

23. How have some expressed their confidence in 
the resurrection hope?
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The Resurrection Hope 
Has Power

"I have taken  the loss o f  a ll things . . .  so as to know  [Jesus Christ] 
an d  the pow er o f  his resurrection."-m iu??iA m  3:8-io.

IN THE early 1890's, the public press report­
ed on a unique sermon given by a clergy­

man in Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A. He said 
that the resurrection will consist of regather­
ing and revivifying all the bones and flesh that 
ever made up a human body, whether it was 
destroyed by fire or by accident, was eaten by 
a beast or became fertilizer. The preacher held 
that on a certain 24-hour day, the air would 
become black with hands, arms, feet, fingers, 
bones, sinews, and skin of the billions of hu­
man dead. These parts would be seeking other 
portions of the same body. Souls would then 
come from heaven and hell to inhabit these 
resurrected bodies.

2 Resurrection through a reorganization of

1, 2. (a) Years ago, how did one clergyman de­
scribe the resurrection? (b) How will the resurrec­
tion take place?

original atoms is illogical, and humans do not 
have an immortal soul. (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; 
Ezekiel 18:4) Jehovah, the God of resurrection, 
does not need to reassemble atoms of matter 
that originally constituted a human body. He 
can fashion new bodies for those resurrected. 
To his Son, Jesus Christ, Jehovah has granted 
the power to raise the dead, with the possibil­
ity of everlasting life. (John 5:26) So Jesus said: 
"I am the resurrection and the life. He that ex­
ercises faith in me, even though he dies, will 
come to life." (John 11:25, 26) What a heart­
warming promise! It strengthens us to endure 
trials and even to face death as faithful Wit­
nesses of Jehovah.

3 The resurrection does not harmonize with 
the idea that humans have an immortal soul

3. Why did Paul need to make a defense of the res­
urrection?

The apostle  Paul 
m a d e  a p o w e rfu l 
defense o f  the  
resurrection

mmsmm



—a view held by the Greek philosopher Pla­
to. So, what happened when the apostle Paul 
witnessed to prominent Greeks on the Ar­
eopagus in Athens, alluded to Jesus, and said 
that God resurrected him? "Well," says the ac­
count, "when they heard of a resurrection of 
the dead, some began to mock." (Acts 17:29- 
34) Many who had seen the resurrected Je­
sus Christ were still alive and, despite ridi­
cule, testified that he had been raised from the 
dead. But false teachers linked with the con­
gregation in Corinth denied the resurrection. 
Paul therefore made a powerful defense of 
this Christian teaching in 1 Corinthians chap­
ter 15. Careful study of his arguments proves 
beyond doubt the sureness and power of the 
resurrection hope.

Solid Proof of Jesus' Resurrection
4 Note how Paul opened his defense. (1 Co­

rinthians 15:1-11) Unless the Corinthians be­
came believers to no purpose, they will hold 
fast the good news of salvation. Christ died for 
our sins, was buried, and was raised up. In fact, 
the resurrected Jesus appeared to Cephas (Pe­
ter), "then to the twelve." (John 20:19-23) He 
was seen by some 500, perhaps when he com­
manded: 'Go, make disciples.' (Matthew 28: 
19, 20) James saw him, as did all the faithful 
apostles. (Acts 1:6-11) Near Damascus, Jesus 
appeared to Saul "as if to one born premature­
ly"—as though he had already been raised to 
spirit life. (Acts 9:1-9) The Corinthians became 
believers because Paul preached to them, and 
they accepted the good news.

5 Observe Paul's line of reasoning. (1 Co­
rinthians 15:12-19) Since eyewitnesses preach 
that Christ was resurrected, how can it be said 
that there is no resurrection? If Jesus was not 
raised from the dead, our preaching and our 
faith are in vain, and we are liars who bear wit-

4. What eyewitness proof of Jesus' resurrection did 
Paul give?
5. What was Paul's line of reasoning as recorded at 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19?

ness against God by saying that he resurrect­
ed Christ. If the dead are not raised up, 'we are 
still in our sins,' and those dead in union with 
Christ have perished. Moreover, "if in this life 
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
men most to be pitied."

6 Paul affirms Jesus' resurrection. (1 Corin­
thians 15:20-28) Inasmuch as Christ is "the 
firstfruits" of those asleep in death, others too 
would be resurrected. As death resulted from 
the disobedience of the man Adam, resurrec­
tion is through a man—Jesus. Those belong­
ing to him were to be raised during his 
presence. Christ brings "to nothing all govern­
ment and all authority and power" in oppo­
sition to God's sovereignty and rules as King 
until Jehovah puts all enemies under his feet. 
Even "the last enemy"—death inherited from 
Adam—will be brought to nothing through 
the merit of Jesus' sacrifice. Then Christ will 
hand the Kingdom over to his God and Father, 
subjecting himself to "the One who subjected 
all things to him, that God may be all things 
to everyone."

Baptized for the Dead?
7 Opponents of the resurrection are asked: 

"What will they do who are being baptized for 
the purpose of being dead ones?" (1 Corinthi­
ans 15:29) Paul did not mean that the living 
are to be baptized in behalf of the dead, for 
Jesus' disciples must personally learn, believe, 
and get baptized. (Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 2: 
41) Anointed Christians are "baptized for the 
purpose of being dead ones" by being im­
mersed into a life course that leads to death 
and resurrection. This type of baptism begins 
when God's spirit engenders the heavenly 
hope in them and ends when they are raised 
from death to immortal spirit life in heaven. 
—Romans 6:3-5; 8:16,17; 1 Corinthians 6:14.

6. (a) What did Paul say in affirmation of Jesus'res­
urrection? (b) What is "the last enemy," and how 
will it be brought to nothing?
7. Who are "baptized for the purpose of being dead 
ones," and what does this mean for them?
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8 As Paul's words indicate, the resurrection 
hope enables Christians to stand in jeopardy 
hourly and to face death daily for doing the 
Kingdom-preaching work. (1 Corinthians 15: 
30, 31) They know that Jehovah can resurrect 
them if he permits Satan and his servants to 
kill them. Only God can do away with their 
soul, or life, in Gehenna, symbolizing eternal 
destruction.—Luke 12:5.

A Need to Be Alert
9 The resurrection hope sustained Paul. 

While he was in Ephesus, his foes may have 
thrown him into the arena to fight wild beasts. 
(1 Corinthians 15:32) If that occurred, he was 
delivered, even as Daniel was rescued from 
the lions. (Daniel 6:16-22; Hebrews 11:32, 33) 
Since he hoped in the resurrection, Paul did 
not have the attitude of Judah's apostates in 
Isaiah's day. They said: "Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die." (Isaiah 22:13, Septu- 
agint) If the resurrection hope is to have sus­
taining power in our life as it did in Paul's, 
we must avoid those having such an unhealthy 
spirit. "Do not be misled," warned Paul. "Bad 
associations spoil useful habits." (1 Corinthi­
ans 15:33) Of course, this principle applies to 
various aspects of life.

10 To those doubting the resurrection, Paul 
said: "Wake up to soberness in a righteous way 
and do not practice sin, for some are without 
knowledge of God. I am speaking to move you 
to shame." (1 Corinthians 15:34) In this "time 
of the end," we need to act in harmony with 
accurate knowledge of God and Christ. (Daniel 
12:4; John 17:3) This will keep alive our resur­
rection hope.

Resurrected With What Body?
11 Paul next dealt with certain questions.

8. Of what can Christians be sure even if Satan and 
his servants should kill them?
9. If the resurrection hope is to have sustaining 
power in our life, what must we avoid?
10. How can our resurrection hope be kept alive?
11. How did Paul illustrate the resurrection of 
anointed Christians?

(1 Corinthians 15:35-41) Perhaps in an effort 
to cast doubt on the resurrection, an inquirer 
might ask: "How are the dead to be raised up? 
Yes, with what sort of body are they coming?" 
As Paul showed, a seed planted in the soil in 
effect dies as it changes to become a seedling. 
Similarly, a spirit-begotten human must die. 
Just as a plant rises from a seed as a new body, 
so the resurrected body of the anointed Chris­
tian is different from human flesh. Though he 
has the same life pattern that he had before 
dying, he is raised up as a new creature with 
a spirit body able to live in heaven. Naturally, 
those resurrected on earth will be raised in hu­
man bodies.

12 As Paul said, human flesh differs from 
that of animals. Even animal flesh varies from 
one kind to another. (Genesis 1:20-25) The 
"heavenly bodies" of spirit creatures differ in 
glory from "earthly bodies" of flesh. There are 
also differences in the glory of the sun, moon, 
and stars. But resurrected anointed ones have 
far greater glory.

13 Having mentioned differences, Paul add­
ed: "So also is the resurrection of the dead." 
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44) He said: "It is sown 
in corruption, it is raised up in incorruption." 
Here Paul may mean the anointed as a group. 
Sown in corruption at death, it is raised up in 
incorruption, free from sin. Though dishon­
ored by the world, it is raised to heavenly life 
and made manifest with Christ in glory. (Acts 
5:41; Colossians 3:4) At death it is sown "a 
physical body" and raised "a spiritual body." 
Since this is possible in the case of spirit- 
begotten Christians, we can be sure that others 
can be raised to life on earth.

14 Paul next contrasted Christ with Adam. 
(1 Corinthians 15:45-49) Adam, the first man, 
"became a living soul." (Genesis 2:7) "The last

12. What is meant by the expressions "heavenly 
bodies" and "earthly bodies"?
13. According to 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, what is 
sown and what is raised up?
14. How did Paul contrast Christ with Adam?
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Adam"—Jesus—"became a life-giving spirit." 
He gave his life as a ransom sacrifice, first in 
behalf of his anointed followers. (Mark 10:45) 
As humans, they 'bear the image of the one 
made of dust/ but when resurrected they be­
come like the last Adam. Of course, Jesus' sac­
rifice will benefit all obedient mankind, in­
cluding those resurrected on the earth. 
—1 John 2:1, 2.

15 When anointed Christians die, they are 
not raised in the flesh. (1 Corinthians 15:50- 
53) A corruptible body of flesh and blood 
cannot inherit incorruption and the heaven­
ly Kingdom. Some anointed ones would not 
have to experience a long sleep in death. Fin­
ishing their earthly course in faithfulness dur­
ing Jesus' presence, they would "be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." 
They would be raised instantaneously to spirit 
life in incorruption and glory. Eventually, 
Christ's heavenly "bride" will number 144,- 
0 0 0 —Revelation 14:1; 19:7-9; 21:9; 1 Thessalo- 
nians 4:15-17.

Victory Over Death!
16 Paul triumphantly declared that death 

would be swallowed up forever. (1 Corinthi­
ans 15:54-57) When the corruptible and mor­
tal put on incorruption and immortality, 
these words will be fulfilled: "Death is swal­
lowed up forever." "Death, where is your vic­
tory? Death, where is your sting?" (Isaiah 25:8; 
Hosea 13:14) The sting producing death is sin, 
and sin's strength was the Law, which con­
demned sinners to death. But because of Je­
sus' sacrifice and resurrection, death inherited 
from sinful Adam will no longer be victorious. 
—Romans 5:12; 6:23.

17 "Consequently, my beloved brothers,"

15. Why are anointed Christians not resurrected in 
the flesh, and how are they raised during Jesus' pres­
ence?
16. According to Paul and earlier prophets, what 
will happen to death inherited from sinful Adam?
17. How do the words of 1 Corinthians 15:58 apply 
today?

said Paul, "become steadfast, unmovable, al­
ways having plenty to do in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain 
in connection with the Lord." (1 Corinthians 
15:58) Those words apply to today's anointed 
remnant and to Jesus' "other sheep" even if 
they die in these last days. (John 10:16) Their 
labors as Kingdom proclaimers are not in vain, 
for a resurrection awaits them. As Jehovah's 
servants, then, let us keep busy in the Lord's 
work while awaiting the day when we can joy­
ously cry out: "Death, where is your victory?"

The Resurrection Hope Fulfilled!
18 Paul's words recorded in 1 Corinthians 

chapter 15 make it evident that the resurrec­
tion hope had power in his life. He was ab­
solutely certain that Jesus was raised from the 
dead and that others would also be released 
from mankind's common grave. Do you have 
such strong conviction? Paul considered self­
ish advantages "a lot of refuse" and 'took the 
loss of all things' so that he might 'know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection.' The 
apostle was willing to submit to a death like 
that of Christ in the hope of receiving "the 
earlier resurrection." Also called "the first res­
urrection," it is experienced by Jesus' 144,000 
anointed followers. Yes, they are raised to

18. How strong was Paul's hope in the resurrection?

What Is Your Answer?
• W h a t e y e w itn e ss  p ro o f o f Je sus' 

re su rre c tio n  d id  Paul g ive?

• W h a t is " th e  la s t e n e m y ," and  h o w  
is i t  to  be b ro u g h t to  n o th in g ?

• In  th e  case o f a n o in te d  C h ris t ia n s ,  
w h a t is so w n  and w h a t is ra ise d  up?

• W h a t in d iv id u a ls  o f B ib le  record  
w o u ld  yo u  like to  m e e t w h e n  th e y  
are ra ised  to  life  o n  e a rth ?
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spirit life in heaven, whereas "the rest of the 
dead" will be resurrected on the earth— Phi- 
lippians 3:8-11; Revelation 7:4; 20:5, 6.

19 The resurrection hope has become a glori­
ous reality for anointed ones who have been 
faithful unto death. (Romans 8:18; 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4:15-18; Revelation 2:10) Survivors of 
"the great tribulation" will see the resurrec­
tion hope realized on earth as 'the sea gives 
up those dead in it, and death and Hades give 
up those dead in them.' (Revelation 7:9,13,14; 
20:13) Among those raised to life on earth will 
be Job, who suffered the loss of seven sons and 
three daughters. Imagine his joy in welcom­
ing them back—and how delighted they will 
be that they have seven more brothers and 
three other beautiful sisters!—Job 1:1, 2,18,19; 
42:12-15.

20 What a blessing it will be when Abra­
ham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah—yes and 
so many others, including "all the proph­
ets"—are raised to life on earth! (Luke 13:28) 
One of those prophets was Daniel, who was 
promised a resurrection under Messianic rule. 
For some 2,500 years, Daniel has rested in the 
grave, but by the power of the resurrection, he 
will soon 'stand up for his lot' as one of the 
"princes in all the earth." (Daniel 12:13; Psalm 
45:16) What a thrill it will be to welcome 
back not only faithful ones of old but also

r «r 19, 20. (a) What individuals of Bible record will be
I? ^ raised to life on earth? (b) To whose resurrection do

The
o f jo b , his family, 
a n d  so m a n y  others  
w ill be a ca use  o f  
boundless jo y!

your own father, 
son, daughter, or other dear 
ones taken from you by the 
enemy death!

21 Some of our friends and loved ones may 
have served God for decades and are well 
along in years. Advanced age may make it dif­
ficult for them to meet the challenges of life. 
How loving it is to give them whatever help we 
can right now! Then we will have no regrets 
about having failed them in some way if death 
should claim them as its victims. (Ecclesiastes 
9:11; 12:1-7; 1 Timothy 5:3, 8) We can be cer­
tain that Jehovah will not forget the good 
things we do for others, regardless of their age 
or circumstances. "As long as we have time fa­
vorable for it," wrote Paul, "let us work what 
is good toward all, but especially toward those 
related to us in the faith."—Galatians 6:10; He­
brews 6:10.

22 Jehovah is "the Father of tender mercies 
and the God of all comfort." (2 Corinthians 
1:3, 4) His Word comforts us and helps us 
to comfort others with the powerful resurrec­
tion hope. Until we witness the fulfillment of 
that hope by the raising of the dead to life on 
earth, let us be like Paul, who had faith in the 
resurrection. May we especially imitate Jesus, 
whose hope in God's power to resurrect him 
was realized. Those in the memorial tombs 
will soon hear Christ's voice and come out. 
May this bring us comfort and joy. But above 
all, may we be thankful to Jehovah, who has 
made victory over death possible through our 
Lord Jesus Christ!

21. Why should we not delay in doing good things 
for others?
22. Until the fulfillment of the resurrection hope, 
what should we be determined to do?



Have You Been
Influenced by Cynics?
✓ / t  H E  cynic is one w h o  never sees a good  

I  q u a lity  in a m an, and never fa ils  to  see a 

bad one. H e  is a h u m a n  o w l, v ig ila n t in  dark­
ness, and b lin d  to  lig h t, m o u s in g  fo r  ve rm in , 
and never see ing nob le  g a m e ." T h is  s ta te m e n t 
has been a ttrib u te d  to  th e  19 th -c e n tu ry  A m e ri­
can clergym an H e n ry  W a rd  Beecher. M any  

m ay th in k  th a t it  accurately p o rtra ys th e  sp ir­
it  o f a m odern-day cynic. B u t  th e  w o rd  "c y n ic "  

o rig ina ted  in  anc ient Greece, w h e re  it  d id  n o t 
s im p ly  denote  som eone  d isp la y in g  such an at­
titu d e . Fo r c enturies, i t  re ferred to  a school o f 
p h ilo so p h e rs.

H o w  d id  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f th e  Cynics devel­
op? W h a t d id  th e y  teach? W o u ld  th e  tra its  o f a 

Cynic be desirab le  in  a C h ris tia n ?

Ancient Cynics—Their 
Origins and Beliefs

A nc ien t Greece w as a ho tbe d  o f d iscussio n  

and debate. O ve r th e  c en tu rie s leading u p  to  

o u r C o m m o n  Era, m en such as Socrates, Pla­
to , and A ris to tle  p ro p o u n d e d  th e  p h ilo so p h ie s  
th a t made th e m  fa m o u s. T h e ir  teachings had a 

p ro fo u n d  effect on people, and such ideas are 

s till fo u n d  in W e ste rn  c u ltu re .

Socrates (4 7 0 -3 9 9  B .C .E .)  a rgued th a t last­
ing  ha p p iness is n o t to  be fo u n d  in  th e  p u rs u it  
o f m ateria l th in g s  o r  th e  e n jo y m e n t o f se n su ­
al pleasures. H e  asserted th a t t ru e  hap p iness re­
su lts  fro m  a life  devoted to  th e  q u e s t fo r  v irtu e . 
Socrates considered v ir tu e  to  be th e  u ltim a te  

good. T o  a tta in  th is  goal, he rejected m a te ri­
al lu x u rie s  and unnecessa ry  endeavors because  
he fe lt  th a t the se  w o u ld  d is tra c t h im . H e  es­
poused m o d e ra tio n  and se lf-denia l, leading a 

s im p le , fru g a l life .

The b est-kno w n  Cynic, D iogenes
From the book Great Men and Famous Women

Socrates developed a m od e o f teaching  
kno w n as th e  Socratic  m e th o d . W h ile  m o st 
th in k e rs  presented an idea and p rovided su p ­
p o rtin g  a rg u m e n ts, Socrates d id  th e  o p p o site . 
He listened to  th e  th e o rie s  o f o th e r p h ilo so ­
phers and so u g h t to  expose fla w s in th e ir  ideas. 
T h is  approach encouraged a critical and con­
te m p tu o u s  a ttitu d e  to w a rd  o th e rs .

A m o n g  th e  fo llo w e rs  o f Socrates w as a p h i­
lo so p h e r nam ed A n t is th e n e s  (a b o u t 4 4 5 -  
3 6 5  B .C .E .) . He and a n u m b e r o f o th e rs  took  
th e  basic teaching o f Socrates a step  fu r th e r  by 

saying th a t v irtu e  w as th e  o n ly  good . To  th e m  

th e  p u rs u it  o f p leasure  w as n o t m ere ly  a d is­
trac tio n  b u t a fo rm  o f evil. Becom ing extrem e­
ly antisocia l, th e y  d isp layed g rea t c o n te m p t fo r  
fe llo w  h u m a n s. Th e y  became k n o w n  as Cynics. 
Th e  nam e Cynic m ay have been derived  fro m  a 
Greek w o rd  (ky-ni-kos')  th a t described th e ir  
m orose  and su rly  behavior. I t  m eans "d o g ­
lik e ."*

* Another possibility is that the name Cynic comes from 
Ky-no'sar-ges, a gymnasium in Athens where Antisthenes 
taught.
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Effect on Their Way of Life
W h ile  such e le m e nts o f Cynic p h ilo so p h y  as 

o p p o s itio n  to  m a te ria lism  and se lf-indulgence  
m ay in  the m se lve s have been view ed as be ing  
com m endable , th e  Cynics to o k  th e ir  ideas to  
extrem es. T h is  is e v id e n t in  th e  life  o f th e  best- 
kn o w n  C ynic—th e  p h ilo so p h e r D iog ene s.

D io g e n e s w as b o rn  in  412 B .C .E . in  S in o ­
pe, a c ity o n  th e  Black Sea. W ith  h is  fa th e r  
he m oved to  A th e n s, w h e re  he came in contact 
w ith  th e  teachings o f th e  C ynics. D iog ene s w as  
ta u g h t by A n tis th e n e s and became consum ed  
w ith  Cynic p h ilo so p hy . Socrates led a s im p le  
life , and A n tis th e n e s an auste re  one. D iogenes, 
th o u g h , led an ascetic life . T o  em phasize  h is re­
jection o f m ateria l c o m fo rts , D iog ene s rep u ted ­
ly lived fo r  a s h o r t  tim e  in  a tu b !

In  searching fo r  th e  u ltim a te  good, D iog enes  
is said to  have walked th ro u g h  A th e n s in  broad  
d a y lig h t w ith  a lig h te d  lam p loo k ing  fo r  a v ir­
tu o u s  p e rso n ! Such be hav io r attracted atten­
tio n  and w as a m eans by w h ic h  D iog ene s and  
th e  o th e r Cynics ta u g h t. I t  is said th a t A lexan­
d e r th e  G reat once asked D iog ene s w h a t he 
w ante d  m o st. D iog ene s re p o rte d ly  said th a t he 
s im p ly  w ante d  A lexander to  step  aside so  as 

n o t to  block th e  su n sh in e !

D io g e n e s and th e  o th e r Cynics lived as beg­
gars. Th e y  had no  tim e  fo r  n o rm a l hum a n re­
la tio n sh ip s, and th e y  rejected civic d u tie s. Per­
haps in flue nc ed  by th e  Socratic  m etho d  o f 
a rg u m e n t, th e y  became ve ry  d isrespectfu l o f 
o th e rs . D io g e n e s became kn o w n  fo r  h is b it­
in g  sarcasm . T h e  Cynics earned th e  re p u ta tio n  
o f be ing  "d o g lik e ,"  b u t D io g e n e s h im se lf was  
nicknam ed T h e  D o g . He d ied  a b o u t 3 2 0  B.C .E. 
w h e n  he w as som e 9 0  years o f age. A  m arble  
m o n u m e n t in c o rp o ra tin g  th e  shape o f a dog  
w as erected over h is  to m b .

Som e aspects o f th e  Cynic p h ilo so p h y  w ere  
absorbed in to  o th e r schools o f th o u g h t. In 
tim e , how ever, th e  eccentric ities associated  
w ith  D iog ene s and la te r fo llo w e rs  b ro u g h t th e  
Cynic school in to  d is re p u te . Eventua lly , i t  d is­
appeared a ltogether.

Today's Cynics—Should 
You Display Their Traits?

The  O xfo rd  En g lish  D ic tio n a ry  describes a 

present-day cynic as "a  pe rso n  d isp o se d  to  rail 
o r fin d  fa u lt. . . . O ne  w h o  sh o w s a d isp o s i­
tio n  to  d isbelieve in  th e  s in c e rity  o r  g o o d n e ss  

o f hu m a n  m otives and actions, and is w o n t to  

express th is  by sneers and sarcasm s; a sn e e rin g  

fa u lt- fin d e r."  Th e se  tra its  are m anifeste d  in  th e  

w o rld  a ro u n d  us, b u t, o f course, th e y  are n o t  
com patib le  w ith  th e  C h ris tia n  pe rso na lity . C o n ­
s id e r th e  fo llo w in g  teachings and p rin c ip le s o f  

th e  B ib le .

"Jehovah is m erc ifu l a n d  g racious, s lo w  to a n ­
ger a n d  a b u n d a n t in  lov ing-k indness. H e  w ill 

n o t fo r a ll tim e  keep fin d in g  fa u lt, n e ith e r w ill 

he to tim e  in d e fin ite  keep re se n tfu l."  (P sa lm  103 : 
8, 9 )  C h ris tia n s  are to ld  to  "b ec o m e  im ita ­
to rs  o f G o d ." (Ep h e sia n s 5 :1 )  I f  A lm ig h ty  G od  

chooses to  e x h ib it m ercy and an abundance o f  
lov ing -k ind ness ra th e r th a n  be "d isp o se d  to  rail 
o r fin d  fa u lt ,"  su re ly  C h ris tia n s  sh o u ld  t ry  to  do  

th e  sam e.

Jesus C h ris t, th e  exact re p re se n ta tio n  o f Je­
hovah, ' le ft  a m odel fo r  us to  fo llo w  h is  step s  

closely.' (1 Peter 2 :2 1 ; H e b re w s 1 :3 )  A t t im e s, 
Jesus exposed re lig io u s  fa lseho o d s and te stifie d  

concern ing  th e  w o rld 's  w icked w o rk s . (John  

7:7) Yet, he said c o m p lim e n ta ry  th in g s  a b o u t 
sincere people. F o r instance, he said reg ard­
ing  N athanael: "Se e , an Israe lite  fo r  a certa in ty, 

in  w h o m  th e re  is no  de c e it." (John 1 :47) W h e n  

Jesus p e rfo rm e d  a m iracle, he m ig h t focus on  

th e  re c ip ie n t's  fa ith . (M a tth e w  9 :2 2 )  A n d  w h e n  

som e th o u g h t th a t a w o m a n 's  g if t  o f appre­
ciation w as extravagant, Jesus w as n o t cyni­
cal a b o u t h e r m otives b u t said: "W h e re v e r th is  

good new s is preached in  all th e  w o rld , w h a t  
th is  w o m a n  d id  shall also be to ld  as a rem em ­
brance o f h e r."  (M a tth e w  2 6 :6 -1 3 ) Jesus w as a 

t ru s t in g  fr ie n d  and an affectionate com pa nion  

to  h is  fo llo w e rs, 'lo v in g  th e m  to  th e  e n d .'—John  

13:1.
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Since Jesus w as perfect, he could easily have 

fo u n d  fa u lt w ith  im p e rfe c t people. Instead o f 
m a n ife stin g  an u n b e lie v in g  and fa u ltf in d in g  
sp irit, however, he so u g h t to  re fresh people. 
— M a tth e w  11 :29 , 30 .

"[Lo v e ] believes a ll th in g s ."  (1 C o rin th ia n s  

13 :7) T h a t  s ta te m e n t is in d irec t c on tra st w ith  

the  d isp o sitio n  o f th e  cynic, w h o  q u e stio n s  th e  
m otives and actions o f o th e rs . O f course, th e  

w o rld  is fu ll o f people w ith  u lte r io r m otives; 
so the re  is a need fo r  c aution. (P ro ve rb s 14 :15) 

N everthe less, love is ready to  believe because it  
is tru s t in g , n o t u n d u ly  su sp ic io u s.

God loves and tru s ts  h is  se rva n ts. He know s  

th e ir  lim ita tio n s  even b e tte r th a n  th e y  do. H o w ­
ever, Jehovah never trea ts h is  people w ith  su s­
pic ion, and he does n o t expect m ore  o f th e m  

than  the y  can reasonab ly do . (Psa lm  103:13,
14) M oreover, G od looks fo r  th e  good in h u ­
m ans, and in  a tru s t in g  way, he g ra n ts  p riv i­
leges and a u th o rity  to  h is  loyal, th o u g h  im p e r­
fect, se rva n ts.— 1 K in g s 14 :13 ; Psa lm  8 2 :6 .

"I, Jehovah , am  sea rching the  h e a rt, exam in­
ing  the k id n e y se v e n  to give to each one accord­
ing  to h is  ways, according to the  fru ita g e  o f  h is  

d e a lin g s "  (Jerem iah 17 :10) Jehovah can accu­
rate ly read a p e rso n 's  he a rt. W e  cannot. Th e re ­
fore, w e need to  be careful a b o u t a ttr ib u tin g  
certain m otives to  o th e rs .

A llo w in g  a cynical s p ir i t  to  take ro o t in us and  

eventua lly  d o m in a te  o u r  th in k in g  has th e  po­
te ntia l fo r  creating d iv is io n s  betw een us and fe l­
lo w  believers. I t  can d is ru p t th e  peace o f the  

C h ristia n  cong rega tion . Le t us the re fo re  fo llo w  

the  exam ple o f Jesus, w h o  w as rea listic  yet pos­
itive in h is  dea lings w ith  h is  d isc ip les. He be­
came th e ir  tru s te d  fr ie n d .—John 15:11-15.

"Ju st as you  w a n t m en to do to you , do the  
sam e w ay to th e m "  (Luke  6 :3 1 )  Th e re  are m any  

ways to  app ly  th is  counsel o f Jesus C h ris t. Fo r 
instance, all o f us p re fe r to  be spoken to  w ith  

kindness and respect. Su re ly , th e n , w e sh o u ld  

express ourse lves to  o th e rs  in  a k ind and re­
spectfu l way. Even w h e n  Jesus fo rc e fu lly  ex­

posed th e  false teachings o f th e  re lig io u s  lead­
ers, he never d id  th is  in  a cynical m anner. 
— M a tth e w  2 3 :13 -36 .

Ways to Combat Cynicism
If  w e have experienced d isa p p o in tm e n ts , it  

may be easy to  a llo w  o u rse lves to  be in fluenced  

by cynic ism . W e  can com ba t th is  tendency by 

appreciating th a t Jehovah deals t ru s t in g ly  w ith  

his im p erfe c t people. T h is  can he lp  us to  accept 
o th e r w o rsh ip e rs  o f G od fo r  w h a t th e y  are— im ­
perfect h u m a n s try in g  to  do  w h a t is r ig h t.

Pa in fu l experiences m ay lead som e to  d is­
t ru s t  people. T ru e , i t  is u n w ise  to  p u t all o u r  

t ru s t  in im p erfe c t h u m a n s. (P sa lm  146 :3 , 4 )  In  

th e  C h ris tia n  cong rega tion , how ever, m any s in ­
cerely w a n t to  be a source o f e ncouragem ent. 
Just th in k  o f th e  th o u sa n d s  w h o  are like m o th ­
ers, fa the rs, s is te rs, b ro th e rs , and c h ild re n  to  

tho se  w h o  have lo s t th e ir  o w n  fa m ilie s. (M a rk  

1 0 :3 0 ) T h in k  o f h o w  m any prove to  be tru e  

fr ie n d s  in tim e s o f d is tre ss .*— Prove rbs 18:24.

It  is n o t cynicism  b u t b ro th e rly  love th a t ide n­
tifie s  Jesus' fo llo w e rs, fo r  he sa id: "B y  th is  all 
w ill kno w  th a t you are m y disc ip les, i f  you have 

love am ong y o u rse lv e s." (John 1 3 :3 5 ) So  let us 

sh o w  love, and let us focus on th e  good q u a li­
ties o f fe llo w  C h ris tia n s . D o in g  so  w ill  he lp  us to  

avoid th e  tra its  o f a Cynic.

* See the article entitled "The Christian Congregation 
—A Source of Strengthening Aid" in The Watchtower of 
May 15,1999.
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Persecution Sparks 
Growth in Antioch
W HEN persecution flared after Stephen's martyrdom, 

many of Jesus' disciples fled Jerusalem. One of the places 
where they sought refuge was Antioch, Syria, some 
350 miles to the north. (Acts 11:19) Ensuing events there 
were to affect the whole course of Christian history. To 
understand what happened, it will be useful to know a 
little about Antioch.

As far as cities of the Roman Empire were concerned, 
in size, prosperity, and importance Antioch was sur­
passed only by Rome and Alexandria. This metropolis 
of Syria dominated the northeast corner of the Medi­
terranean basin. Antioch (modern-day Antakya, Turkey) 
stood on the navigable Orontes River, which connected 
it to its seaport, Seleucia Pieria, 20 miles away. It com­
manded one of the most important trade routes be­
tween Rome and the Tigris-Euphrates Valley. As a cen­
ter of commerce, it did business with the whole empire 
and saw the comings and goings of all sorts of people, who 
brought news of religious movements everywhere in the 
Roman world.

Hellenic religion and philosophy had flourished in Anti­
och. But "in the time of Christ," says historian Glanville 
Downey, "the old religious cults and the philosophies were 
tending to become matters of individual belief, as people 
independently sought religious satisfaction for their own 
problems and aspirations." (A History o f  Antioch in Syria)
Many found satisfaction in the monotheism, ceremonies, 
and ethics of Judaism.

A strong Jewish contingent had resided in Antioch since the 
city's foundation in 300 B.C.E. It is estimated to have num­
bered from 20,000 to 60,000, constituting more than 10 per­
cent of the population. The historian Josephus says that the Seleucid dynasty of kings encouraged 
Jews to settle in the city, giving them full citizenship rights. By that time, the Hebrew Scriptures were 
available in Greek. This stimulated the interest of sympathizers in Jewish Messianic aspirations. 
Hence, many proselytes had been made among the Greeks. All these factors made Antioch a fertile 
field for Christian disciple making.

W itnessing to Gentiles
Most of Jesus' persecuted followers who scattered from Jerusalem shared their faith with 

Jews only. In Antioch, however, some disciples from Cyprus and Cyrene spoke to "Greek-

Top: M o d ern -d a y A n tio ch  
M iddle: So uth ern  view  o f  Se leu cia  
Bottom : H a rb o r w all o f  Se leu cia
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speaking people." (Acts 
11:20) While preaching 
to Greek-speaking Jews 
and proselytes had been 
going on since Pentecost 
of 33 C.E., the preaching 
in Antioch seems to have 
been something new. It 
was not directed to Jews 
only. True, the Gentile 
Cornelius and his fami­
ly had already become dis­
ciples. But it took a vision 
from Jehovah to convince the apostle Peter of 
the propriety of preaching to Gentiles, or peo­
ple of the nations.—Acts 10:1-48.

In a city hosting a large and ancient Jew­
ish community and with no great hostility 
between Jews and Gentiles, non-Jews were re­
ceiving a witness and were responding fa­
vorably to the good news. Antioch evidently 
offered the right atmosphere for such a de­
velopment, and 'a great number became be­
lievers.' (Acts 11:21) And when proselytes, 
who formerly worshiped pagan gods, became 
Christians, they were uniquely equipped to 
witness to other Gentiles who still did so.

On hearing of developments in Antioch, 
the congregation in Jerusalem sent Barnabas 
there to investigate. That choice was wise and 
loving. He was a Cypriot, like some of those 
who had begun preaching to non-Jews. Bar­
nabas would have been comfortable among 
the Gentiles of Antioch. In turn, they would 
have looked upon him as a member of a 
community familiar to them.* He could sym­
pathize with the work being done. So "when 
he arrived and saw the undeserved kindness 
of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage 
them all to continue in the Lord with hearty 
purpose," and "a considerable crowd was add­
ed to the Lord."—Acts 11:22-24.

* On a clear day, the island of Cyprus is visible from 
Mount Casius, southwest of Antioch.

"Practical reasons for 
the success of the early 
mission at Antioch," sug­
gests historian Downey, 
"may have been that in 
this city the missionaries 
had not to fear Jewish fa­
natics such as they en­
countered in Jerusalem; 
also that the city, as the 
capital of Syria, was gov­
erned by a legate, and so 
enjoyed a greater degree of 

public order, with less opportunity for mob 
violence such as had occurred in Jerusalem, 
where the procurators of Judaea seem (at this 
period at least) not to have been able to re­
strain the Jewish fanatics."

In such favorable circumstances and with 
much to do, Barnabas probably realized that 
he needed help, and he thought of his friend 
Saul. Why Saul, or Paul? Apparently because 
Paul, though not one of the 12 apostles, had 
received an apostleship to the nations. (Acts 9: 
15, 27; Romans 1:5; Revelation 21:14) Hence, 
Paul was well suited as an associate in pro­
claiming the good news in the Gentile city of 
Antioch. (Galatians 1:16) So Barnabas went to 
Tarsus, found Saul, and brought him to Anti­
och.—Acts 11:25, 26; see box on pages 26-7.

Called Christians by Divine Providence
For a whole year, Barnabas and Saul "taught 

quite a crowd, and it was first in Antioch 
that the disciples were by divine providence 
called Christians." It is unlikely that the Jews 
were the first to call Jesus' followers Christians 
(Greek) or Messianists (Hebrew), for they re­
jected Jesus as the Messiah, or Christ, and 
therefore would not tacitly recognize him as 
such by calling his followers Christians. Some 
think that the heathen population may have 
nicknamed them Christians in jest or out of 
scorn. The Bible, however, shows that the 
name Christians was God-given.—Acts 11:26.
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Saul's "Silent Years"
T H E  last m e ntio n  o f Saul in the  book o f Acts p rio r to  h is move to  A ntioch in  

a b out 45  C .E. is w he n a p lo t to  kill h im  in Jerusalem  was fo ile d  and fe llo w  
believers se n t h im  to Ta rsu s. (Acts 9 :28-3 0 ; 11 :25) B u t th a t was n ine  years 
earlier, in a b out 36  C .E. W h a t d id he do in the  m ea ntim e—a period dubbed  
Sa u l's  s ile n t years?

From  Jerusalem , Saul w e n t in to  the  reg ions o f Syria  and o f C ilic ia, and  
the  congregations o f Judea heard: " T h e  m an th a t fo rm e rly  persecuted us is 

no w  declaring the  good news ab out the  fa ith  w h ich  he fo rm e rly  d e va sta ted ."
(G alatians 1 :21-23) T h a t re p o rt may have referred to  activ ity in A ntioch w ith  Ba r­

nabas, b u t even before th a t Saul und o ub te d ly  was no t id le. By 49  C .E., a n u m b e r o f congrega­
tio n s  existed in Syria  and Cilicia. O ne was in A ntioch, b u t som e th in k  th a t o th e rs may have been 
the  re su lt o f Sa u l's  activ ity d u rin g  h is so-called s ile n t years.—Acts 11 :26; 15 :23 , 41.

Som e scholars believe th a t dram atic  events in Sa u l's  life sh o u ld  be dated to  the  same pe riod . 
M any h a rd sh ip s su ffe red  as a 'm in is te r o f C h ris t ' are o th e rw ise  hard to  place in h is  m iss io n a ry  
career. (2  C o rin th ia n s  11 :23-27) W h e n  did Saul five tim e s receive 39 strokes fro m  th e  Jews? W h e re  
was he th ree  tim e s beaten w ith  rods? W h e re  d id he undergo  'p le n t ifu l ' im p riso n m e n ts?  H is  d e ten­
tio n  in Rom e came later. W e have an account ab out one tim e  th a t he was beaten and ja ile d — in 
P h ilip p i. B u t w h a t o f the  o the rs?  (Acts 16:22, 23 ) One w r ite r  suggests th a t Saul d u rin g  th is  period

In the Christian Greek Scriptures, the verb 
used in connection with the new name, gen­
erally translated "were called," is always asso­
ciated with something supernatural, oracular, 
or divine. Scholars thus render it "to utter an 
oracle," "divinely intimate," or "to give a di­
vine command or admonition, to teach from 
heaven." Since Jesus' followers were called 
Christians "by divine providence," it is possi­
ble that Jehovah directed Saul and Barnabas 
to give the name.

The new name stuck. Jesus' disciples could 
no longer be mistaken for a sect of Judaism, 
from which they were quite distinct. By about 
58 C.E., Roman officials Jmew very well who 
the Christians were. (Acts 26:28) According to 
the historian Tacitus, by 64 C.E., the name 
was current among the masses in Rome too.

Jehovah Uses His Faithful Ones
The good news made great progress in Anti­

och. With Jehovah's blessing and the resolve 
of Jesus' followers to keep on preaching, An­

tioch became a center of first-century Chris­
tianity. God used the congregation there as a 
springboard to spread the good news to dis­
tant lands. For instance, Antioch was the de­
parture point for each of the apostle Paul's 
ground-breaking missionary journeys.

In modern times zeal and determination in 
the face of opposition have likewise favored 
the spread of true Christianity, enabling 
many to hear the good news and show appre­
ciation for it.* So if you face opposition be­
cause you support pure worship, bear in mind 
that Jehovah has his reasons for permitting 
it. As in the first century, people today must 
be given the opportunity to hear about God's 
Kingdom and to take their stand on its side. 
Your determination to continue serving Jeho­
vah faithfully may be just what is required to 
help someone come to an accurate knowledge 
of truth.

* See T he Watchtower, August 1 , 199 9 , page 9; Awake!, 
April 2 2 , 1 9 99 , pages 21 -2 ; 1 9 9 9  Yearbook o f  Jehovah's  
Witnesses, pages 2 5 0 -2 .
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was "w itn e ss in g  a b o u t C h ris t w ith in  the  synagogues o f the  D iaspora  in such a m a nne r as to  b rin g  
a b out persecution fro m  b o th  th e  re lig io u s and the  civil a u th o rit ie s ."

Saul su ffe red  fo u r sh ip w re c ks, b u t the  Sc rip tu re s provide deta ils a b o u t o n ly  one, w h ic h  took place 
after he listed h is h a rd sh ip s w h e n  w r it in g  to  the  C o rin th ia n s . (Acts 2 7 :2 7 -4 4 ) So the  o th e r th ree  
likely befell h im  d u rin g  voyages we know  n o th in g  about. Any o r all o f these  events may be long  
to  the  " s i le n t ye a rs."

A n o th e r event th a t seem s to  date to  th is  period is described at 2 C o rin th ia n s  12:2-5. Saul said: 
'I know  a m an in u n io n  w ith  C h ris t w h o , fo u rte e n  years ago was caught away to  the  th ird  heav­
en, in to  paradise, and heard u n u tte ra b le  w o rd s w h ich  it  is no t law fu l fo r a m an to  speak.' Appar­
ently, Saul was ta lk in g  a b o u t h im se lf. Since he w ro te  th is  in a b ou t 55  C .E., 14 years e a rlie r w o u ld  
take us back to  41 C .E., in th e  m id d le  o f the  " s i le n t ye a rs."

T h a t v is io n  d o u b tle ss gave Saul un iq u e  in s ig h t. W as it  to  e qu ip  h im  
as "a n  apostle  to  the  n a tio n s"?  (Ro m a ns 11:13) D id  it  affect the  way  
he later th o u g h t, w ro te , and spoke? D id  the  years between Sa u l's  con­
ve rsion  and h is call to  A n tio ch  serve to  tra in  and m ature  h im  fo r fu ­
tu re  re sp o n sib ilitie s?  W h a te ve r are the  answ ers to  such q u e stio n s, we  
can be sure  th a t w h e n  Barnabas inv ited  h im  to  he lp  spearhead the  
preaching w o rk  in  A ntio ch, zea lous Saul was fu lly  q ua lified  to  fu lf i l l  
the  a ss ig n m e n t.—Acts 11:19-26.

♦  A N N UA L M EETIN G

T H E  A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  o f th e  m e m b e rs o f 
th e  W a tc h  T o w e r B ib le  and T ra c t Soc ie ty  o f 
Pe nnsy lvan ia  w il l  be he ld  o n  O c to b e r 7, 2 0 0 0 , 
at th e  A sse m b ly  H a ll o f Je h o va h 's W itn e sse s , 
2 9 3 2  Kenne d y B o u le va rd , Jersey C ity , N e w  Jer­
sey. A p re lim in a ry  m e e tin g  o f th e  m e m b e rs  

o n ly  w il l  convene a t 9 :1 5  a .m ., fo llo w e d  by th e  

genera l an n u a l m e e tin g  a t 1 0 :0 0  a .m .

T h e  m e m b e rs o f th e  c o rp o ra tio n  sh o u ld  in ­
fo rm  th e  Se c re ta ry 's  O ffic e  n o w  o f any change  
in  th e ir  m a ilin g  a d d re sse s  d u r in g  th e  p a st 
year so  th a t th e  re g u la r le tte rs  o f no tice  and  
pro x ies can reach th e m  d u r in g  July.

T h e  p ro x ies, w h ic h  w i l l  be s e n t to  th e  m e m ­
bers a lo ng  w ith  th e  no tice  o f th e  an n u a l m ee t­
in g , are to  be re tu rn e d  so  as to  reach th e  O f-
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fice o f th e  Sec re ta ry  o f th e  Soc ie ty  n o t la te r 
th a n  A u g u s t 1. Each m e m b e r s h o u ld  c om ple te  

and re tu rn  h is  p ro xy  p ro m p tly , s ta tin g  w h e th ­
e r he is  g o in g  to  be a t th e  m e e tin g  p e rso n a l­
ly o r n o t. T h e  in fo rm a tio n  g ive n  o n  each p ro xy  

sh o u ld  be d e fin ite  o n  th is  p o in t, since i t  w i l l  
be re lied  u p o n  in  d e te rm in in g  w h o  w i l l  be 

p e rso n a lly  p re se n t.

I t  is expected th a t th e  e n tire  se ss io n , in c lu d ­
in g  th e  fo rm a l b u s in e ss  m e e tin g  and re p o rts  
w il l  be c o n c lu d e d  by 1 :0 0  p .m . o r  s h o r t ly  

th e re a fte r. T h e re  w i l l  be no  a fte rn o o n  se ss io n . 
Because o f lim ite d  space, a d m iss io n  w i l l  be 
by ticke t o n ly . N o  a rra n g e m e n ts  w i l l  be m ade  

fo r  ty in g  in  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  by te le p h o n e  

lin e s  to  o th e r  a u d ito r iu m s .
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You Can Remain
in an I

HE W A S  da rk and h a n d so m e . She  w as ta l­
en ted  and b e a u tifu l. T h e y  w o rked  fo r  the  

sam e com pany. She  sh o w e re d  h im  w ith  pe r­
sona l a tte n tio n . He  gave h e r a d m ira tio n . Th e y  

b o u g h t g ifts  fo r  each o th e r. So o n  th e y  w ere  

lovers. He le ft h is  w ife  fo r  her. She , in th e  end, 
decided to  stay w ith  h e r h u sb a n d  and to  call 
th e  a ffa ir o ff. H a lfh e a rte d ly  he trie d  to  re tu rn  

to  h is  w ife . Lacking tru e  rem o rse , how ever, he 

d id  n o t succeed. Eve ryone  invo lved c o n tinue d  

on w ith  life , th o u g h  n o t unsca thed .

Sexual m o ra lity  is no lo n g e r th o u g h t o f as 

a v ir tu e  in  th is  w o rld . T h e  p u rs u it  o f p leasure  

and sa tisfa c tio n  w ith o u t  re s tra in t appears to  

be th e  o rd e r o f th e  day. Th e  N e w  Encyclopaedia 

B rita n n ic a  s ta te s: "A d u lte ry  seem s to  be as u n i­
versa l and , in som e insta nces, as com m on as 

m a rria g e ."

Yet, Jehovah G od d e sire s m arria ge  to  be 

"h o n o ra b le  a m o ng  a ll"  and th e  m arria ge  bed 

to  be " w i th o u t  d e file m e n t."  (H e b re w s 13 :4 )  

T h e  S c rip tu re s  declare: " D o  n o t be m isle d . 
N e ith e r  fo rn ic a to rs , n o r id o la te rs , n o r a d u lte r­
e rs, n o r m en kept fo r  u n n a tu ra l p u rp o se s, n o r  
m en w h o  lie w ith  m en . . . w ill  in h e r it  G o d 's  
k in g d o m ." (1 C o rin th ia n s  6 :9 ,1 0 )  To  enjoy d i­
v ine  favor, th e re fo re , w e need to  m a in ta in  
m ora l c leanness in th is  im m o ra l w o rld .

H o w  can w e p ro tec t o u rse lves fro m  th e  cor­
ru p tin g  in flu e n c e s th a t su rro u n d  us? In the  

5 th  chapte r o f th e  B ib le  book o f P roverbs,

Ch a ste
m m o ra l W o rld
K in g  S o lo m o n  o f a nc ien t Israe l p ro v id e s an­
sw e rs. Le t us exam ine  w h a t he has to  say.

Thinking Ability to Protect You
"M y  so n , to m y w isd o m  O do p a y  a tte n tio n / '  

b e g ins th e  k ing  o f Israe l. He adds: "To  m y d is­
c ernm ent inc line  y o u r ears, so as to g u a rd  
th in k in g  a b ilitie s ; a n d  m a y y o u r o w n  lip s sa fe­
g u a rd  know ledge i t s e l f " — P ro ve rb s 5 :1 , 2 .

To  re s is t te m p ta tio n s  to w a rd  im m o ra lity , 
w e need w isd o m —th e  a b ility  to  p u t S c r ip tu r­
al kn o w le d g e  to  use—and d isc e rn m e n t, o r th e  

p o w e r to  d is t in g u is h  r ig h t  fro m  w ro n g  and to  

choose th e  correct course. W e  are u rg e d  to  
pay a tte n tio n  to  w isd o m  and d isc e rn m e n t so  
as to  gua rd  o u r  th in k in g  a b ility . H o w  m ay w e  
do so? W h e n  w e s tu d y  G o d 's  W o rd , th e  B ib le , 
w e need to  take note  o f th e  w ay Jehovah does  
th in g s  and inc lin e  o u r  ear to  h is  w ill  and p u r­
poses. By d o in g  th is , w e w ill  be d ire c tin g  o u r  

th o u g h t p rocesses in to  r ig h t  channe ls. T h in k ­
ing  a b ility  th u s  acquired is h a rm o n io u s  w ith  
g o d ly  w isd o m  and kno w le d g e . W h e n  p ro p e r­
ly exercised, th is  a b ility  p ro tec ts us fro m  be ing  
ensna red  by im m o ra l e n tic e m e n ts.

Beware of a Smooth Palate
Th e  reason w h y  th in k in g  a b ility  is e ssentia l in 

m a in ta in in g  m ora l p u rity  in an unclean w o rld  
is th a t th e  ways o f an im m o ra l pe rson  are se­
ductive. So lo m o n  w a rn s : "As a honeycom b the  
lip s o f  a s tra n g e  w om a n keep d rip p in g , a n d  h e r
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pa la te  is sm o o th e r th a n  o il. B u t  the a ftere ffect 
fro m  h e r is  as b itte r as w o rm w o o d ; i t  is  as sh a rp  
as a two-edged sw o rd ."— P roverb s 5 :3 , 4.

In th is  p rove rb , th e  w ayw ard  pe rso n  is p o r­
trayed as "a  s tra n g e  w o m a n "—a p ro s titu te .*  
Th e  w o rd s  w ith  w h ic h  she seduces he r vic­
tim  are as sw eet as com b honey and sm o o th e r  
than  olive o il. D o  n o t m o st im m o ra l sexual ad­
vances begin th is  way? Fo r exam ple, c onsid er 
the  experience o f an a ttractive  27-year-o ld sec­
re ta ry nam ed Am y. She  re lates: " T h is  m an at 
w o rk  gives me a lo t o f a tte n tio n  and pra ises me 

at every o p p o rtu n ity . I t  feels nice to  be noticed. 
B u t I can c learly see th a t h is  in te re st in me is 

stric tly  sexual. I am n o t g o in g  to  be taken in 

by h is advances." Th e  fla tte rin g  w o rd s  o f a se­
ducer o r a seductress are u su a lly  a ttractive  u n ­
less w e recognize  th e ir  tru e  n a tu re . Fo r th is  we  

need to  exercise o u r  th in k in g  ab ility .

Th e  a fte re ffects o f im m o ra lity  are as b itte r  

as w o rm w o o d  and as sh a rp  as a tw o-edged  
sw o rd — p a in fu l and death dea ling . A tro u b le d  
conscience, an u n w a n te d  pregnancy, o r a sex­
ually  tra n sm itte d  disease are o fte n  th e  b itte r  
consequences o f such conduct. A nd th in k  o f 
the  e n o rm o u s e m o tio n a l pa in experienced by 

the  m arriage p a rtn e r o f an u n fa ith fu l in d iv id u ­
al. O ne act o f in fid e lity  can in flic t w o u n d s  deep  
enoug h to  last a life tim e . Yes, im m o ra lity  h u rts .

C o m m e n tin g  on th e  life -sty le  o f a w ayw ard  

w o m a n, the  w ise  k ing c o n tin u e s: "H e r  feet are  
descending to death. H e r very steps take h o ld  

on Sheo l itse lf. The  p a th  o f  life  she  does n o t con­
tem plate. H e r tracks have w andered she does 
n o t know  w h e re ."  (P ro ve rb s  5 :5 , 6 ) T h e  im m o r­
al w o m a n 's  w ays lead h e r to  d e a th — h e r steps  

to  Sheo l, th e  com m on grave o f m a nk ind . W ith  
sexually  tra n sm itte d  d iseases, especia lly A ID S , 
ru n n in g  ra m p a nt, h o w  tru e  the se  w o rd s  are! 
H e r outcom e is th e  sam e as th a t o f th o se  w h o  
accom pany h e r in  h e r crooked tracks.

* The word "stranger" was applied to those who turned 
aside from what was in harmony with the Law and thus 
alienated themselves from jehovah. Hence, a prostitute is 
referred to as "a strange woman."

W ith  h e a rtfe lt concern, th e  k ing  u rg e s: "So  
now, O sons, lis te n  to me a n d  do n o t tu rn  aw a y  
fro m  the sa y ing s o f  m y m o u th . Keep y o u r w ay  
fa r o f f  fro m  a lo ngsid e  her, a n d  do n o t g e t ne a r 
to the entrance o f  h e r h o u se ."— P ro ve rbs 5:7, 8.

W e  need to  stay as fa r away as p o ssib le  fro m  
the  in fluence  o f im m o ra l people. W h y  sh o u ld  
we open ou rse lves to  th e ir  w ays by lis te n in g  
to  deba sing  m usic , w a tc h in g  c o rru p tin g  en­
te rta in m e n t, o r e xp o sin g  o u rse lves to  p o rn o ­
gra ph ic  m ate ria l?  (P ro v e rb s  6 :2 7 ; 1 C o r in th i­
ans 15 :33 ; Ep h e sia n s 5 :3 -5 )  A nd h o w  fo o lish  
to  in v ite  th e ir  a tte n tio n  by f l i r t in g  o r by be ing  
im m o d e st in d re ss and g ro o m in g !— 1 T im o th y  
4 :8 ; 1 Peter 3 :3 , 4.

Too High a Price
Fo r w h a t o th e r reason sh o u ld  w e keep o u r  

w ay fa r o ff fro m  th a t o f a w a yw a rd  p e rso n? S o l­
o m o n a nsw e rs: " T h a t  yo u  m a y n o t give to o th ­
ers y o u r d ign ity , n o r y o u r years to w h a t is  cruel; 
th a t s tra n g e rs m ay n o t s a tis fy  them selves w ith  
y o u r power, n o r the th in g s  you g o t by p a in  be in  

the house  o f  a foreigner, n o r  you  have to g ro a n  
in  y o u r fu tu re  w hen y o u r flesh  a n d  y o u r o rg a n ­
ism  come to an e n d ."— P ro ve rb s 5 :9-11.

So lo m o n  th u s  e m p h a size s th e  h ig h  price o f 
succ um b ing  to  im m o ra lity . A d u lte ry  and loss  
o f d ig n ity , o r se lf-respect, go hand in hand. 
Is i t  n o t t ru ly  h u m ilia tin g  to  serve  m ere ly  as a 
m eans o f sa tis fy in g  o u r  o w n  im m o ra l passion  
o r th a t o f som eone  else? D o es i t  n o t sh o w  a 

lack o f se lf-respect to  in d u lg e  in sexual in t i­
macy w ith  som eone  w h o  is n o t o u r m arriage  

m ate?

W h a t, th o u g h , is inc lude d  in th e  'g iv in g  o f 
o u r years, o u r pow er, and th e  f r u i t  o f o u r la­
b o r to  s tra n g e rs, o r fo re ig n e rs '?  O ne  reference  
w o rk  sta tes: " T h e  p o in t o f the se  verses is clear: 
Th e  price o f in fid e lity  m ay be h ig h ; fo r  eve ry­
th in g  one w o rk s  fo r— p o s itio n , po w e r, p ro sp e r­
ity —could be lo s t e ith e r th ro u g h  th e  avaric ious  
dem ands o f th e  w o m a n  o r th e  o u tc ry  fo r  res­
t itu t io n  by th e  c o m m u n ity ."  Im m o ra l re la tio n s  
can cost p le n ty !
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H a ving  fo rfe ite d  h is  d ig n ity  and exhausted  
h is  resources, a fo o lish  pe rson  w o u ld  groan, 
saying : "H o w  I have hated  d isc ip line  and m y  

h e a rt has disrespected even re p ro o f! A nd I have 

n o t listened to the voice o f  m y in stru c to rs , and  
to m y teachers I have n o t inc lined  m y ear. Ea sily  

I have come to be in  every s o r t  o f badness in  the  
m id st o f  the  congregation a nd  o f  the a sse m b ly "  

— Pro ve rb s 5 :12-14.

In  tim e , th e  s in n e r lets o u t w h a t one scho l­
ar calls "a  long  lita n y  o f ' i f  o n ly s ': i f  o n ly  I 
had lis tene d  to  m y fa th e r; i f  o n ly  I h a d n 't gone  

m y o w n  way; i f  o n ly  I had taken o th e rs ' ad­
v ic e ." How ever, th is  re a liza tio n  comes too  late. 
T h e  n o w  unchaste  in d iv id u a l's  life  has already  

been ru in e d  and h is re p u ta tio n  so ile d . H o w  v i­
ta l fo r  us to  c o nsid e r th e  h ig h  price o f engag­
ing  in  im m o ra lity  before w e are e ngu lfed  by it!

"Drink Water out of Your Own Cistern"
Is th e  B ib le  p ru d ish  a b o u t sexual re la tions?  

N o t a t a ll. Th e  e m o tio n  o f ro m a ntic  love and  

th e  ecstasy enjoyed betw een a m an and a 

w o m a n  are g ifts  fro m  G od. H ow ever, th is  in t i­
macy is to  be enjoyed o n ly  by m arriage  p a rt­
ne rs. So  to  a m a rrie d  m an, So lo m o n  gives th is  
e x h o rta tio n : "D r in k  w a te r o u t o f  y o u r ow n cis­
tern i, a n d  tric k ling s o u t o f  the m id st o f  y o u r o w n  

well. S h o u ld  y o u r sp rin g s be scattered o u t o f

doors , y o u r stre a m s o f  w a te r in  the  p ub lic  
squares them selves? Le t them  prove to be fo r  
you alone , and  n o t fo r s tra n g e rs  w ith  y o u ."  

— Proverbs 5:15-17.

"Y o u r o w n  c is te rn " and "y o u r  o w n  w e ll"  are 

poetic e xp re ss io n s fo r  a beloved w ife . Expe­
rienc ing  sexual e n jo y m e n t w ith  h e r is likened  

to  d rin k in g  re fre sh in g  w ate r. U n lik e  th e  w a ­
te r su p p ly  in p u b lic  places, a c iste rn  o r  a w e ll 
is considered p riva te  p ro p e rty . A nd th e  m an is 
counseled to  fa th e r c h ild re n  at hom e w ith  
h is w ife  ra th e r th a n  sca tter h is  seed in p u b lic  
squares, th a t is, am ong  o th e r w o m e n . C learly, 
the  advice to  a m an is to  be fa ith fu l to  h is  w ife .

Th e  w ise  m an c o n tin u e s: "L e t y o u r w a te r 
source prove to be blessed , a n d  rejoice w ith  the  
w ife  o f y o u r y o u th , a lovable h in d  a n d  a c h a rm ­
ing  m o u n ta in  goat. Le t h e r o w n  b reasts in to x i­
cate you a t a ll tim es. W ith  h e r love m a y yo u  be 
in  an ecstasy c o n sta n tly ."— P roverbs 5 :1 8 ,1 9 .

"W a te r  so u rc e ," o r fo u n ta in , has reference to  
the  source o f sexual sa tisfa c tio n . Sexual plea­
su re  w ith  o n e 's  m a rria g e  m ate is "b le s se d "  
-G o d -g iv e n . Hence, a m an is e xh o rte d  to  re­
joice w ith  th e  w ife  o f h is  y o u th . To  h im , she  is 
as lovable and b e a u tifu l as a fem a le  deer, and  
as c h a rm in g  and graceful as a m o u n ta in  goat.

So lo m o n  ne xt poses tw o  rhe to ric a l q u e s­
tio n s : "So  w h y  sh o u ld  you, m y son , be in  an ec­

s ta sy  w ith  a s tra n g e  w o m a n o r  
embrace the  bosom  o f a fo re ign  

w o m a n ? "  (P ro ve rb s  5 :2 0 )  Yes, 
w h y  sh o u ld  a m a rrie d  pe rso n  
be lu re d  in to  sexual in t im a ­
cy o u ts id e  o f m a rria g e  th ro u g h  
contacts at a place o f w o rk , at 
school, o r e lsew here?

To  m a rrie d  C h ris tia n s , th e  
apostle  Paul g ives th is  counse l: 
" T h is  I say, b ro th e rs , th e  tim e

The  aftereffects o f  im m o ra lity  
are as b itte r as w orm w ood
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le ft is reduced. H e n c e fo rth  le t th o se  w h o  have 
w ive s be as th o u g h  th e y  had n o n e ." (1 C o rin ­
th ia n s  7 :2 9 ) W h a t does th is  e n ta il?  W e ll, the  
fo llo w e rs  o f je su s C h r is t  are to  'keep on seeking  
f i r s t  th e  k in g d o m .' (M a tth e w  6 :3 3 )  Th e re fo re , 
m arried  couples are n o t to  be so absorbed in 
one a n o th e r th a t th e y  give K in g d o m  in te re sts  a 
secondary place in th e ir  lives.

Need for Self-Control
Sexual desires can be con­

tro lle d . Th e y  m u s t be by 
th o se  d e s ir in g  Je hovah 's  
approval. " T h is  is w h a t  
God w ills , the  sanctify- J
ing o f you, th a t you ab­
sta in  fro m  fo rn ic a tio n ; 
th a t each one o f you 1
sh o u ld  kno w  h o w  to  
get possession  o f h is  | 
o w n vessel [h is  o w n  
body] in sanc tifica tion  
and h o n o r,"  a d m o n ­
ished the  apostle  Pa u l.— 1 Th e ssa lo n ia n s  4 :3 , 4.

Young people, th e n , sh o u ld  n o t ru sh  in to  
m arriage w h e n  th e y  f i r s t  experience an awak­
e n ing  o f sexual im p u lse s . M a rria g e  re q u ire s a 
c o m m itm e n t, and liv in g  up  to  such a re sp o n ­
s ib ility  calls fo r m a tu rity . (G ene sis 2 :2 4 ) Be t­
te r i t  is to  w a it u n til one is "p a s t th e  b loom  
o fy o u th "—th e  p e rio d  w h e n  sexual fe e ling s ru n  
s tro n g  and can d is to r t  o n e 's  ju d g m e n t. (1 Co­
rin th ia n s  7 :3 6 ) A nd h o w  u n w ise  and s in fu l i t  is 
fo r  an a d u lt d e s irin g  to  m a rry  to  ge t invo lved  
in  im m o ra l re la tio n s s im p ly  because a prospec­
tive  m arriage  p a rtn e r is n o t available!

"His Own Errors Will Catch the Wicked"
T h e  fu n d a m e n ta l reason w h y  sexual im m o ­

ra lity  is w ro n g  is th a t Jehovah—th e  G ive r 
o f life  and B e sto w e r o f sexual capacity in h u ­
m a n s—d isa p p ro ve s o f it. So  g iv in g  th e  s tro n ­
g e st incentive  fo r  m ora l chasteness, K in g  S o lo ­
m on sta tes: " F o r  the  w ays o f  m a n  are in  fro n t  
o f the eyes o f  Jehovah, a n d  he is c on te m p la t­
in g  a ll h is  tracks "  (P ro v e rb s  5 :2 1 )  Yes, n o th in g

"Rejoice w ith  the  
w ife  o f  y o u r y o u th "

is h id d e n  fro m  th e  eyes 
o f G o d , " w i t h  w h o m  
w e have an a c c o u n tin g ."  
(H e b re w s  4 :1 3 )  A ny act 
o f sexua l u n c le a n n e ss , 
reg a rd le ss o f h o w  secret 

and w h a te v e r its  physical 
and social consequences m ay be, is b o u n d  to  
dam age o u r re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Jehovah. H o w  
fo o lish  to  fo r fe it  peace w ith  G od fo r  a fe w  m o ­
m e n ts o f ill ic it  p le a su re !

Som e  w h o  sh a m e le ss ly  in d u lg e  in  im m o ra l 
ways may seem  to  do  so w ith  im p u n ity — b u t  
n o t fo r  long . S o lo m o n  declares: "H is  o w n  er­
ro rs  w ill catch the wicked one , a n d  in  the  ropes 
o f h is  o w n  s in  he w ill  be taken h o ld  of. He  w ill 
be the one to die because there  is no d isc ip line , 
a n d  because in  the  a b unda nce  o f  h is  fo o lish ­
ness he goes a s t ra y "— P ro ve rb s 5 :2 2 , 2 3 .

W h y  sh o u ld  any o f us ever go astray? A f­
te r all, th e  book o f P ro ve rb s fo re w a rn s  us o f 
th e  seductive  w ays o f th e  w o rld . A nd  it  sets be­
fo re  us th e  price th a t sexual im m o ra lity  u su a lly  
d e m a n d s—o u r h e a lth , o u r  m a te ria l assets, o u r  
s tre n g th , and o u r  d ig n ity . W ith  such clear fo re ­
s ig h t, w e need never be in  a p o s itio n  o f u t te r­
ing  a long  lita n y  o f " i f  o n ly s ."  Yes, by a p p ly in g  
th e  counse l Jehovah has g ive n  in  h is  in sp ire d  
W o rd , w e can rem a in  m o ra lly  chaste in  an im ­
m ora l w o rld .
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Fine Works Bring Glory to God
priority list so that they would have the first 
opportunity to rent the building the follow­
ing year. But the management did even 
more. On July 15, 1999, they presented the 
convention committee with an award of ap­
preciation. Engraved on the plaque were the 
words "the congregation of Jehovah's Wit­
nesses"—something unexpected in a country 
where their Bible educational work is under 
restrictions.

Throughout the world in 2000/2001, mil­
lions are expected to attend the hundreds of 
"Doers of God's Word" District Conventions 
of Jehovah's Witnesses. By being present, 
you can personally observe how those who 
earnestly do what is said in the Bible engage 
in fine works that bring glory to God.

T HOSE who love God endeavor to reflect 
spiritual light from his Word, the Bi­

ble. In this way, they follow Jesus' command: 
"Let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your fine works and give glory to 
your Father who is in the heavens." (Mat­
thew 5:16) The spoken word as well as up­
right conduct can bring glory to God.

Jehovah's Witnesses seek to please God by 
acting in harmony with the Bible and by en­
deavoring to help others spiritually. They do 
so even in lands where their public ministry 
is not yet legally registered. In the capital city 
of one of these countries, the Witnesses have 
been holding annual conventions attended 
by anywhere from 6,000 to 9,000 people. For 
such gatherings, they have rented halls in 
a complex where exhibitions take place. As 
they had in previous years, before their 
convention in 1999, hundreds of Witnesses 
worked hard to clean the facilities and set up 
a sound system and thousands of chairs.

All this preparation did not go unnoticed. 
The management staff of the complex ob­
served these activities. They also saw that, al­
though there was a peak attendance of 15,- 
666, everything went smoothly and the 
Witnesses were very orderly. The staff was 
also impressed by the very thorough cleanup 
afterward.

The management showed appreciation for 
all of this by putting the Witnesses on the
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