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Why Is There 
So Much 

Corruption?
"Y O U  A RE  N O T  TO  A C C E P T  A B R IB E ,  

FO R  T H E  B R IB E  B L IN D S  C L E A R - S IG H T E D  
M EN  A N D  CAN D IS T O R T  

T H E  W O R D S  O F R IG H T E O U S  M E N ."  

—Exodus 23 :8 .

■

THREE thousand five hundred years ago, 
the Law of Moses condemned brib­
ery. Over the centuries since then, anti­
corruption laws have proliferated. Neverthe­

less, legislation has not succeeded in curbing 
corruption. Millions of bribes change hands 
every day, and billions of people suffer the 
consequences.

Corruption has grown so widespread and 
sophisticated that it threatens to undermine 
the very fabric of society. In some countries 
almost nothing gets done unless a palm is 
greased. A bribe to the right person will en­
able one to pass an exam, get a driver's license, 
land a contract, or win a lawsuit. "Corruption 
is like a heavy pollution that weighs on peo­
ple's spirits," laments Arnaud Montebourg, a 
Paris lawyer.

Bribery runs especially rampant in the 
world of commerce. Some companies allo­
cate a third of all their profits just to pay off 
corrupt government bureaucrats. According to 
the British magazine The Economist, as much 
as 10 percent of the $25 billion spent every 
year in international arms trade serves to bribe 
potential customers. As the scale of this cor­
ruption has increased, the consequences have 
become catastrophic. During the last decade,

"crony" capitalism—corrupt business practices 
that favor the privileged few who have good 
connections—is said to have ruined the econ­
omies of entire countries.

Inevitably, the ones who suffer most from 
corruption and the economic devastation it 
spawns are the poor—the ones who are rarely 
in a position to bribe anyone. As The Econo­
mist succinctly put it, "corruption is but one 
form of oppression." Can this type of oppres­
sion be overcome, or is corruption inescap­
able? To answer that question, we must first 
identify some of the fundamental causes of 
corruption.

What Are the Causes of Corruption?
Why do people choose to be corrupt rath­

er than honest? For some, being corrupt may 
be the easiest way—or indeed the only way—to 
get what they want. At times, a bribe may pro­
vide a convenient means of avoiding pun­
ishment. Many who observe that politicians, 
policemen, and judges seem to ignore corrup­
tion or even practice it themselves merely fol­
low their example.

As corruption snowballs, it becomes more 
acceptable until it is finally a way of life. Peo­
ple with pitifully low wages come to feel that 
they have no option. They have to demand
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bribes if they want to make a decent liv­
ing. And when those who extort bribes or pay 
them to gain an unfair advantage go unpun­
ished, few are prepared to swim against the 
tide. "Because sentence against a bad work has 
not been executed speedily, that is why the 
heart of the sons of men has become fully set 
in them to do bad/' observed King Solomon. 
—Ecclesiastes 8:11.

Two powerful forces keep stoking the fires of 
corruption: selfishness and greed. Because of 
selfishness, corrupt people turn a blind eye to 
the suffering that their corruption inflicts on 
others, and they justify bribery simply because 
they benefit from it. The more material ben­
efits they amass, the greedier those practicers 
of corruption become. "A mere lover of silver 
will not be satisfied with silver," observed Sol­

omon, "neither any lover of wealth with in­
come." (Ecclesiastes 5:10) Granted, greed may 
be good for making money, but it invariably 
winks at corruption and illegality.

Another factor that should not be over­
looked is the role of the invisible ruler of this 
world, whom the Bible identifies as Satan the 
Devil. (1 John 5:19; Revelation 12:9) Satan ac­
tively promotes corruption. The biggest bribe 
on record was the one Satan offered to Christ. 
T will give you all the kingdoms of the world 
if you fall down and do an act of worship to 
me.'—Matthew 4:8, 9.

Jesus, however, was incorruptible, and he 
taught his followers to behave in a similar way. 
Could Christ's teachings be an effective tool 
for fighting corruption today? The following  
article will analyze this question.

hting Corruption With 
the Sword of the Spirit

O N  T H E  N E W  P E R S O N A L ITY  W H IC H  W A S C R E A TE D  A C C O R D IN G  

TO  G O D 'S  W IL L  IN T R U E  R IG H T E O U S N E S S  A N D  LO Y A LTY ."

— Ep h e sia n s 4 :2 4 .

AT ITS height, the Roman Empire was 
the greatest human administration the 
world had ever seen. Roman legislation 

was so effective that it is still the basis of the 
legal code of many countries. Despite Rome's 
achievements, however, her legions were un­
able to conquer one insidious enemy: cor­
ruption. Finally, corruption hastened Rome's 
downfall.

The apostle Paul was one who suffered un­
der corrupt Roman officials. Felix, the Roman 
governor who interrogated him, apparently 
recognized Paul's innocence. But Felix, one of

the most corrupt governors of his day, delayed 
Paul's trial, hoping that Paul would give him 
money to secure his release.—Acts 24:22-26.

Instead of bribing Felix, Paul spoke to 
him frankly about "righteousness and self- 
control." Felix did not change his ways, and 
Paul remained in prison rather than try to 
sidestep the legal process with a bribe. He 
preached a message of truth and honesty, and 
he lived accordingly. "We trust we have an 
honest conscience," he wrote to Jewish Chris­
tians, "as we wish to conduct ourselves honest­
ly in all things."—Hebrews 13:18.
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Such a stand was in stark contrast with 
the morals of the time. Felix's brother Pal­
las was one of the richest men of the 
ancient world, and his wealth—calculated at 
$45 million—was accumulated almost entire­
ly by bribery and extortion. His fortune, how­
ever, pales into insignificance when com­
pared with the billions of dollars some corrupt 
20th-century rulers have hidden away in se­
cret bank accounts. Clearly, only the naive 
would believe that today's governments have 
won the war against corruption.

Since corruption has remained entrenched 
for so long, must we assume that it is just part 
of human nature? Or can something be done 
to curb corruption?

How Can Corruption Be Curbed?
The obvious first step in curbing corrup­

tion is to recognize that corruption is destruc­
tive and wrong, since it benefits the unscrupu­
lous to the detriment of others. Some progress 
has undoubtedly been made in that direction. 
James Foley, U.S. deputy secretary of state, 
said: "We all recognize that the cost of bribery 
is high. Bribes undermine good governance, 
harm economic efficiency and development, 
distort trade, and penalize citizens around the 
world." Many would agree with him. On De­
cember 17, 1997, 34 major countries signed a 
"bribery convention" that is designed to "have 
a major impact on the global fight against cor­
ruption." The convention "makes it a crime to 
offer, promise or give a bribe to a foreign pub­
lic official in order to obtain or retain interna­
tional business deals."

Bribes for winning business contracts in 
other countries, however, are just the tip of 
the corruption iceberg. Eliminating corrup­
tion across the board requires a second, much 
more difficult step: a change of heart or, rath­
er, a change of many hearts. People every­
where must learn to hate bribery and corrup­
tion. Only then will graft disappear. To this 
end, Newsweek magazine said that some feel

that governments should "encourage a gener­
al sense of civic virtue." Transparency Interna­
tional, an anticorruption lobbying group, like­
wise recommends that its supporters "inject a 
'seed of integrity'" into the workplace.

The fight against corruption is a moral one 
that cannot be won by legislation alone or 
by "the sword" of legal penalties. (Romans 
13:4, 5) Seeds of virtue and integrity have to 
be sown in people's hearts. This can best be 
achieved by use of what the apostle Paul de­
scribed as "the sword of the spirit," God's 
Word, the Bible.—Ephesians 6:17.

The Bible Condemns Corruption
Why did Paul refuse to condone corrup­

tion? Because he wanted to do the will of 
God, "who treats none with partiality nor ac­
cepts a bribe." (Deuteronomy 10:17) More­
over, Paul doubtless remembered the specific 
instruction found in the Law of Moses: "You 
must not be partial or accept a bribe, for the 
bribe blinds the eyes of wise ones and dis­
torts the words of righteous ones." (Deuteron­
omy 16:19) King David likewise understood 
that Jehovah hates corruption, and he request­
ed that God not count him among the sin­
ners, "whose right hand is full of bribery." 
—Psalm 26:10.

Those who sincerely worship God have ad­
ditional reasons for rejecting corruption. "By 
justice a king gives a country stability," wrote 
Solomon, "but one who is greedy for bribes 
tears it down." (Proverbs 29:4, New Interna­
tional Version) Justice—especially when prac­
ticed from the highest official down—brings 
stability, whereas corruption impoverishes a 
country. Interestingly, Newsweek pointed out: 
"In a system where everyone wants a piece of 
the corruption pie and knows how to get it, 
economies can simply implode."

Even when economies do not collapse com­
pletely, lovers of justice feel frustrated when 
corruption flourishes unchecked. (Psalm 73: 
3, 13) Our Creator, the one who gave us our
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inherent desire for justice, is also wronged. In 
the past, Jehovah has intervened to stamp out 
blatant corruption. For example, he bluntly 
told the inhabitants of Jerusalem why he 
would abandon them to their enemies.

Through his prophet Micah, God said: 
"Hear, please, this, you head ones of the 
house of Jacob and you commanders of the 
house of Israel, the ones detesting justice and 
the ones who make even everything that is 
straight crooked. Her own head ones judge 
merely for a bribe, and her own priests instruct 
just for a price, and her own prophets practice 
divination simply for money. . .  Therefore on 
account of you men Zion will be plowed up 
as a mere field, and Jerusalem herself will be­
come mere heaps of ruins." Corruption had 
devastated society in Israel, just as it corrod­
ed Rome centuries later. True to God's warn­
ing, about a century after Micah wrote those 
words, Jerusalem was destroyed and aban­
doned.—Micah 3:9,11,12.

No man or nation, however, needs to be cor­
rupt. God encourages the wicked to leave their 
way of life and change their way of think­
ing. (Isaiah 55:7) He wants each and every 
one of us to replace greed with unselfishness 
and corruption with righteousness. "He that 
is defrauding the lowly one has reproached his 
Maker, but the one showing favor to the poor 
one is glorifying Him," Jehovah reminds us. 
—Proverbs 14:31.

Successfully Fighting Corruption 
With Bible Truth

What can move a person to make such a 
change? The same force that moved Paul to re­
nounce the life of a Pharisee to become a stal­
wart follower of Jesus Christ. "The word of 
God is alive and exerts power," he wrote. (He­
brews 4:12) Today, Scriptural truth still pro­
motes honesty, even among those who have 
been deeply involved in corruption. Consider 
an example.

Not long after finishing his military service, 
Alexander, who is from Eastern Europe, joined

a gang that practiced racketeering, extortion, 
and bribery.* "My assignment was to ex­
tort protection money from wealthy business­
men," he explains. "Once I had gained the 
confidence of a businessman, other members 
of our team threatened him with violence. I 
then offered to handle the matter—for a hefty 
price. My 'clients' thanked me for helping 
them deal with their problems, when I was 
actually the cause of them. Strange as it may 
seem, this was an aspect of the job that I liked.

"I also enjoyed the money and the excite­
ment that this life-style offered me. I drove an 
expensive car, lived in a nice apartment, and I 
had the money to buy anything I wanted. Peo­
ple feared me, which gave me a sense of pow­
er. I somehow felt that nobody could touch 
me and that I was above the law. Any problems 
with the police could be solved either by an 
expert lawyer, who had ways of getting around 
the justice system, or by a bribe to the right 
person.

"However, loyalty rarely exists among those 
whose living depends on corruption. One of 
our gang took a dislike to me, and I found my­
self out of favor. Suddenly, I lost my flashy car, 
my money, my expensive girlfriend. I even got 
badly beaten up. This reversal made me think 
seriously about the purpose of life.

"A few months earlier, my mother had be­
come one of Jehovah's Witnesses, and I began 
to read their literature. The text at Proverbs 4: 
14, 15 really made me think: 'Into the path 
of the wicked ones do not enter, and do not 
walk straight on into the way of the bad ones. 
Shun it, do not pass along by it; turn aside 
from it, and pass along.' Passages such as this 
convinced me that those who want to lead a 
criminal life have no real future. I began to 
pray to Jehovah and to ask him to guide me 
in the right way. I studied the Bible with Je­
hovah's Witnesses, and finally, I dedicated my 
life to God. I have lived honestly ever since.

"Of course, living by honest standards has

* His name has been changed.
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meant earning a lot less money. But 
now I feel that I have a future, that my 
life has real meaning. I realize that my 
former life-style with all its expensive 
trappings was just like a house of cards 
waiting to collapse at any moment. For­
merly, my conscience was insensitive.
Now, thanks to my study of the Bible, it 
pricks me whenever I am tempted to be 
dishonest—even in small matters. I am 
trying to live in harmony with Psalm 
37:3, which says: Trust in Jehovah and 
do good; reside in the earth, and deal 
with faithfulness/ "

"He Who Hates Bribes Will Live"
As Alexander discovered, Bible truth 

can move a person to overcome cor­
ruption. He made changes in harmony 
with what the apostle Paul says in his 
letter to the Ephesians: "Put away the 
old personality which conforms to your for­
mer course of conduct and which is being cor­
rupted according to his deceptive desires; . . . 
you should be made new in the force actuat­
ing your mind, and should put on the new 
personality which was created according to 
God's will in true righteousness and loyalty. 
Wherefore, now that you have put away false­
hood, speak truth each one of you with his 
neighbor, because we are members belonging 
to one another. Let the stealer steal no more, 
but rather let him do hard work, doing with 
his hands what is good work, that he may 
have something to distribute to someone in 
need." (Ephesians 4:22-25, 28) The very future 
of mankind depends on such transformations.

Left unchecked, greed and corruption can 
ruin the earth, just as they contributed to the 
ruin of the Roman Empire. Happily, though, 
the Creator of mankind does not plan to leave 
such matters to chance. He has determined "to 
bring to ruin those ruining the earth." (Reve­
lation 11:18) And Jehovah promises those who 
long for a world free from corruption that

With the Bible's help, we can cultivate "the new 
personality" and shun corruption

shortly there will come "new heavens and a 
new earth . . .  and in these righteousness is to 
dwell."—2 Peter 3:13.

True, it may not be easy to live by honest 
standards today. Nevertheless, Jehovah assures 
us that in the long run, "a greedy man brings 
trouble to his family, but he who hates bribes 
will live."* (Proverbs 15:27, M V) By renounc­
ing corruption now, we show our sincerity 
when we pray to God: "Let your kingdom 
come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, 
also upon earth."—Matthew 6:10.

While we wait for that Kingdom to act, 
each one of us can 'sow seed in righteous­
ness' by refusing to condone or practice cor­
ruption. (Hosea 10:12) If we do so, our lives 
too will testify to the power of the inspired 
Word of God. The sword of the spirit can con­
quer corruption.

* Of course, there is a difference between a bribe and 
a tip. While a bribe is given to pervert justice or for oth­
er dishonest purposes, a tip is an expression of apprecia­
tion for services rendered. This is explained in "Ques­
tions From Readers" in the October 1,1986, issue of The 
Watchtower.
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Firmly Uphold 
Godly Teaching

"Trust in Jehovah  with a ll your heart an d  do not lean upon your 
own understanding. In a ll your ways take notice o f  him , an d  

he h im se lf will m ake your paths straight."— pr o v er b s  3:5, 6.

PRESENTLY, there are about 9,000 dai­
ly newspapers in circulation worldwide. 

Every year some 200,000 new books are pub­
lished in the United States alone. According 
to one estimate, by March of 1998, there were 
about 275 million Web pages on the Internet. 
This figure is said to be growing at a rate of 
20 million pages per month. As never before, 
people have access to information on just 
about any subject. While this situation has its 
positive aspects, such a superabundance of in­
formation has caused problems.

2 Some individuals have become informa­
tion addicts, always feeding an insatiable de­
sire to be up-to-date while neglecting more 
important things. Others acquire partial in­
formation about complex fields of knowledge 
and then view themselves as experts. Based 
on only a limited understanding, they may 
make crucial decisions that can cause harm to 
themselves or to others. And always present is 
the danger of exposure to false or inaccurate 
information. There is often no reliable way to 
verify that the flood of information is accu­
rate and balanced.

3 Curiosity has long been a human trait. 
The dangers of wasting too much time in 
the pursuit of useless or even harmful infor­
mation were recognized back in the days of

1. How are we exposed to human knowledge as 
never before?
2. What problems can result from access to a super­
abundance of information?
3. What warnings regarding the pursuit of human 
wisdom are found in the Bible?

King Solomon. He said: "Take a warning: To 
the making of many books there is no end, 
and much devotion to them is wearisome to 
the flesh." (Ecclesiastes 12:12) Centuries lat­
er the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: "Guard 
what is laid up in trust with you, turning away 
from the empty speeches that violate what is 
holy and from the contradictions of the false­
ly called 'knowledge.' For making a show of 
such knowledge some have deviated from the 
faith." (1 Timothy 6:20, 21) Yes, Christians 
today need to avoid unnecessary exposure to 
harmful ideas.

4 Jehovah's people also do well to heed the 
words of Proverbs 3:5, 6: "Trust in Jehovah 
with all your heart and do not lean upon 
your own understanding. In all your ways 
take notice of him, and he himself will make 
your paths straight." Trusting in Jehovah in­
cludes rejecting any idea that conflicts with 
God's Word, whether it stems from our own 
reasoning or from that of our fellowman. To 
protect our spirituality, it is vital that we train 
our perceptive powers so that we can identify 
harmful information and shun it. (Hebrews 5: 
14) Let us discuss some sources of such 
information.

A World Overpowered by Satan
5 The secular world is a prolific source

4. What is one way we can manifest our trust in Je­
hovah and his teachings?
5. What is one source of harmful ideas, and who is 
behind it?
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Many popular magazines and books 
conflict with our Christian values

of harmful ideas. (1 Corinthians 3:19) Jesus 
Christ prayed to God regarding his disciples: 
"I request you, not to take them out of the 
world, but to watch over them because of the 
wicked one." (John 17:15) Jesus' request that 
his disciples be protected from "the wicked 
one" acknowledged the influence that Satan 
has in the world. Our being Christians does 
not automatically shield us from the bad in­
fluences of this world. John wrote: "We know 
we originate with God, but the whole world is 
lying in the power of the wicked one." 
(1 John 5:19) Especially during this final part 
of the last days, it is to be expected that Satan 
and his demons will saturate the world with 
harmful information.

6 It is also to be expected that some of this 
harmful information may appear harmless. 
(2 Corinthians 11:14) Consider, for exam­
ple, the world of entertainm ent, with its 
TV shows, movies, music, and printed page. 
Many agree that in more and more cases, cer­
tain forms of entertainment promote degrad­
ing practices, such as immorality, violence, 
and drug abuse. On first exposure to a form of 
entertainment that sinks to a new low, audi­
ences may be shocked. But repeated exposure 
can desensitize one. Never should we view 
as acceptable or harmless entertainment that 
promotes harmful ideas.—Psalm 119:37.

7 Consider another source of potential­
ly damaging information—the flood of ideas 
published by some scientists and scholars 
who challenge the Bible's authenticity. (Com­
pare James 3:15.) Such material appears fre-

6. How can the world of entertainment cause mor­
al desensitization?
7. What kind of human wisdom can erode our con­
fidence in the Bible?

quently in mainstream magazines and popu­
lar books, and it can erode confidence in the 
Bible. Some individuals take pride in weaken­
ing the authority of the Word of God with 
endless speculations. A similar danger existed 
in the days of the apostles, as is clear from the 
apostle Paul's words: "Look out: perhaps there 
may be someone who will carry you off as his 
prey through the philosophy and empty de­
ception according to the tradition of men, ac­
cording to the elementary things of the world 
and not according to Christ."—Colossians 2:8.

Enemies of the Truth
8 Apostates can present yet another threat to 

our spirituality. The apostle Paul foretold that 
apostasy would arise among professed Chris­
tians. (Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thessalonians 2:3) In 
fulfillment of his words, after the death of the 
apostles, a great apostasy led to the develop­
ment of Christendom. Today, there is no great 
apostasy taking place among God's people. 
Still, a few individuals have left our ranks, and 
some among them are bent on defaming Je­
hovah's Witnesses by spreading lies and mis­
information. A few work with other groups in 
organized resistance to pure worship. In do­
ing so, they side with the very first apostate, 
Satan.

8, 9. How is apostasy manifesting itself today?
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Christians can exchange ideas 
without becoming dogmatic

9 Some apostates are increasingly using var­
ious forms of mass communication, includ­
ing the Internet, to spread false information 
about Jehovah's Witnesses. As a result, when 
sincere individuals do research on our beliefs, 
they may stumble across apostate propagan­
da. Even some Witnesses have unwittingly ex­
posed themselves to this harmful material. In 
addition, apostates occasionally take part in 
television or radio programs. What is the wise 
course to follow in view of this?

10 The apostle John directed Christians not 
to accept apostates into their homes. He 
wrote: "If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, never receive him into 
your homes or say a greeting to him. For he 
that says a greeting to him is a sharer in 
his wicked works." (2 John 10, 11) Avoiding 
all contact with these opponents will protect 
us from their corrupt thinking. Exposing our­
selves to apostate teachings through the vari­
ous means of modern communication is just 
as harmful as receiving the apostate himself 
into our homes. Never should we allow cu­
riosity to lure us into such a calamitous 
course!—Proverbs 22:3.

Within the Congregation
11 Consider yet another possible source of 

harmful ideas. While not intending to teach 
falsehoods, a dedicated Christian can devel­
op the habit of speaking thoughtlessly. 
(Proverbs 12:18) Because of our imperfect na­
ture, all of us will at times transgress with our 
tongue. (Proverbs 10:19; James 3:8) Evidently,

10. What is the wise reaction to apostate propa­
ganda?
11, 12. (a) What was a source of harmful ideas in 
the first-century congregation? (b) How did some 
Christians fail to be firm in upholding godly teach­
ings?
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in the apostle Paul's day, there were some in 
the congregation who failed to control their 
tongue and got involved in quibbling debates 
about words. (1 Timothy 2:8) There were oth­
ers who thought too much of their own opin­
ions and even went so far as to challenge the 
authority of Paul. (2 Corinthians 10:10-12) 
Such a spirit resulted in needless conflicts.

12 Sometimes these disagreements escalated 
into "violent disputes about trifles," disrupt­
ing the peace of the congregation. (1 Timo­
thy 6:5; Galatians 5:15) Of those who caused 
these arguments, Paul wrote: "If any man 
teaches other doctrine and does not as­
sent to healthful words, those of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, nor to the teaching that accords 
with godly devotion, he is puffed up with 
pride, not understanding anything, but being 
mentally diseased over questionings and de­
bates about words. From these things spring 
envy, strife, abusive speeches, wicked suspi­
cions."—! Timothy 6:3, 4.

M
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13 Happily, in apostolic times the majority 
of Christians were faithful and remained fo­
cused on the work of declaring the good news 
of God's Kingdom. They were busy look­
ing after "orphans and widows in their trib­
ulation" and kept themselves "without spot 
from the world," not wasting their time on 
futile debates about words. (James 1:27) 
They avoided "bad associations" even within 
the Christian congregation in order to safe­
guard their spirituality.—1 Corinthians 15:33; 
2 Timothy 2:20, 21.

14 Similarly, the situations described in para­
graph 11 are not typical of the congregations 
of Jehovah's Witnesses today. Still, we do well 
to acknowledge the potential for such futile 
debates. Of course, it is normal to discuss Bi­
ble accounts or wonder about aspects of the 
promised new world that have not as yet been 
revealed. And there is nothing wrong with ex­
changing ideas on personal matters, such as 
dress and grooming or choice of entertain­
ment. However, if we become dogmatic about 
our ideas and take offense when others do not 
agree with us, the congregation may end up 
becoming divided over minor issues. What 
begins as harmless small talk may become 
harmful indeed.

Guarding Our Trust
15 The apostle Paul warns: "The inspired ut­

terance says definitely that in later periods of 
time some will fall away from the faith, pay­
ing attention to misleading inspired utter­
ances and teachings of demons." (1 Timothy 
4:1) Yes, harmful ideas pose a real threat. Un­
derstandably, Paul entreated his dear friend

13. What was the conduct of most Christians in the 
first century?
14. If we are not careful, how can the normal ex­
change of ideas degenerate into harmful argu­
ments?
15. To what extent can the "teachings of demons" 
harm us spiritually, and what counsel is offered in 
the Scriptures?

Timothy: "O Timothy, guard what is laid 
up in trust with you, turning away from 
the empty speeches that violate what is holy 
and from the contradictions of the falsely 
called 'knowledge.' For making a show of 
such knowledge some have deviated from the 
faith."—1 Timothy 6:20, 21.

16 How can we today benefit from this lov­
ing warning? Timothy was given a trust 
—something valuable to care for and protect. 
What was it? Paul explains: "Keep holding 
the pattern of healthful words that you heard 
from me with the faith and love that are in 
connection with Christ Jesus. This fine trust 
guard through the holy spirit which is dwell­
ing in us." (2 Timothy 1:13, 14) Yes, Tim­
othy's trust included the "healthful words," 
"the teaching that accords with godly devo­
tion." (1 Timothy 6:3) In harmony with these 
words, Christians today are determined to 
protect their faith and the body of truth with 
which they have been entrusted.

17 Guarding that trust includes cultivating 
such things as good Bible-study habits and 
perseverance in prayer, while working "what 
is good toward all, but especially toward those 
related to us in the faith." (Galatians 6:10; Ro­
mans 12:11-17) Paul further admonishes: 
"Pursue righteousness, godly devotion, faith, 
love, endurance, mildness of temper. Fight 
the fine fight of the faith, get a firm hold on 
the everlasting life for which you were called 
and you offered the fine public declaration 
in front of many witnesses." (1 Timothy 6:11, 
12) Paul's use of such phrases as "fight the 
fine fight" and "get a firm hold" makes it clear 
that we must actively and determinedly resist 
spiritually harmful influences.

The Need for Discernment
18 Of course, in fighting the fine fight of the

16, 17. What has God entrusted to us, and how 
should we guard it?
18. How can we display Christian balance in our ap­
proach to secular information?
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faith, discernment is needed. (Proverbs 2:11; 
Philippians 1:9) For instance, it would be un­
reasonable to distrust all secular information. 
(Philippians 4:5; James 3:17) Not all human 
ideas conflict with God's Word. Jesus alluded 
to the need for sick people to consult a quali­
fied physician—a secular profession. (Luke 5: 
31) Despite the relatively primitive nature of 
medical treatment in Jesus' day, he acknowl­
edged that there was some benefit to be de­
rived from a physician's help. Christians to­
day display balance in the matter of secular 
information, but they resist exposure to any 
that might be harmful to them spiritually.

19 Discernment is also vital on the part of 
elders when called upon to assist those who 
speak unwisely. (2 Timothy 2:7) At times, con­
gregation members may get caught up in dis­
putes about trifles and speculative arguments. 
To protect the unity of the congregation, el­
ders should be quick to address such prob­
lems. At the same time, they avoid imputing 
wrong motives to their brothers and are not 
overhasty to view them as apostates.

20 Paul described the spirit in which assis­
tance is to be given. He said: "Brothers, even

19, 20. (a) How do elders act with discernment 
when assisting those who speak unwisely? (b) How 
does the congregation deal with those who insist on 
promoting false teachings?

What Did We Learn?
• H o w  m ay sec u la r w isd o m  pose a 

th re a t to  o u r  s p ir itu a lity ?

• W h a t can w e do to  p ro te c t o u rse lves  
fro m  h a rm fu l ap osta te  in fo rm a tio n ?

• W h a t k ind  o f speech sh o u ld  be avoid­
ed w ith in  th e  c o n g re g a tio n ?

• H o w  is C h ris t ia n  balance d isp layed  
w h e n  d e a lin g  w ith  to d a y 's  su p e r­
abundance o f in fo rm a tio n ?

though a man takes some false step before he 
is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifica­
tions try to readjust such a man in a spirit of 
mildness." (Galatians 6:1) Speaking specifical­
ly about Christians who struggle with doubts, 
Jude wrote: "Continue showing mercy to 
some that have doubts; save them by snatch­
ing them out of the fire." (Jude 22, 23) Of 
course, if after repeated admonitions some­
one insists on promoting false teachings, el­
ders need to take decisive action in order to 
protect the congregation.—1 Timothy 1:20; 
Titus 3:10,11.

Filling Our Minds With 
Praiseworthy Things

21 The Christian congregation shuns harm­
ful words that "spread like gangrene." 
(2 Timothy 2:16, 17; Titus 3:9) This is true 
whether such words reflect misleading secu­
lar "wisdom," the propaganda of apostates, 
or thoughtless talk within the congregation. 
While a healthy desire to learn new things 
can be beneficial, unbridled curiosity could 
expose us to harmful ideas. We are not igno­
rant of Satan's designs. (2 Corinthians 2:11) 
We know that he is making great efforts to 
distract us so as to slow us down in our service 
to God.

22 As fine ministers, let us firmly uphold 
godly teaching. (1 Timothy 4:6) May we make 
wise use of our time by being selective about 
the information we choose to take in. Then 
we will not be easily shaken by Satan-inspired 
propaganda. Yes, let us keep considering 
"whatever things are true, whatever things are 
of serious concern, whatever things are righ­
teous, whatever things are chaste, whatever 
things are lovable, whatever things are well 
spoken of, whatever virtue there is and what­
ever praiseworthy thing there is." If we fill our 
minds and hearts with such things, the God 
of peace will be with us.—Philippians 4:8, 9.

21, 22. About what should we be selective, and 
with what should we fill our minds?
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Hear W hat the Spirit 
Has to Say

"Your own ears will h ear a word beh in d  you saying:
'This is the way. W alk in it, you peop le/  in case you p eop le  shou ld  
go to the right or in case you shou ld  go to the left."— isa ia h  30:21.

THE island of Puerto Rico is the home 
of the world's largest and most sensitive 

single-dish radio telescope. For decades, scien­
tists have been hoping to receive messages 
from extraterrestrial life, using this huge in­
strument. But no such messages have ever 
been received. Ironically, though, there are 
clear messages from outside the human realm 
that any of us can receive at any time—with­
out the use of sophisticated equipment. These 
come from a Source far loftier than any imag­
ined extraterrestrial. Who is the Source of

1, 2. How has Jehovah communicated with hu­
mans throughout history?

such communications, and who are receiving 
them? What do the messages say?

2 The Bible record contains several accounts 
of occasions when messages of divine ori­
gin were made audible to human ears. Some­
times these messages were delivered by spirit 
creatures serving as God's messengers. (Gene­
sis 22:11, 15; Zechariah 4:4, 5; Luke 1:26-
28) On three occasions, Jehovah's own voice 
was heard. (Matthew 3:17; 17:5; John 12:28,
29) God also spoke through human prophets, 
many of whom wrote down what he inspired 
them to say. Today, we have the Bible, which 
includes a written record of many of these
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communications, as well as the teachings of 
Jesus and his disciples. (Hebrews 1:1, 2) Je­
hovah has indeed been transmitting informa­
tion to his human creatures.

3 All these inspired messages from God re­
veal little about the physical universe. They 
focus on more important matters, which have 
an impact on our life now and in the future. 
(Psalm 19:7-11; 1 Timothy 4:8) Jehovah uses 
them to communicate his will and offer us his 
guidance. They are one way that the words of 
the prophet Isaiah are being fulfilled: "Your 
own ears will hear a word behind you saying: 
This is the way. Walk in it, you people/ in 
case you people should go to the right or in 
case you should go to the left." (Isaiah 30:
21) Jehovah does not force us to listen to his 
"word." It is up to us to follow God's direc­
tion and walk in his way. For that reason the 
Scriptures admonish us to listen to commu­
nications from Jehovah. In the book of Reve­
lation, the encouragement to "hear what the 
spirit says" appears seven times.—Revelation 
2:7,11,17, 29; 3:6,13, 22.

4 Today, Jehovah does not speak to us di­
rectly from the heavenly realm. Even in Bible 
times, these supernatural communications 
were rare events, sometimes separated by cen­
turies. Throughout history, Jehovah has most

3. What is the purpose of God's messages, and 
what is expected of us?
4. Is it reasonable in our day to expect God to com­
municate directly from heaven?

In O ur Next Issue

T h e  G o s p e ls — H is to ry  o r  M y th ?

Pay A t te n t io n  to  G o d 's  P ro p h e tic  
W o rd  fo r  O u r  D a y

A  L u x u r ia n t  O liv e  T re e  in  th e  
H o u se  o f  G o d

often communicated with his p eop le  in m ore  
indirect ways. Such is the case in our day. 
Let us consider three ways in which Jehovah 
communicates with us today.

"All Scripture Is Inspired"
5 The principal instrument of communica­

tion between God and humans is the Bible. It 
is inspired by God, and everything in it can 
prove beneficial to us. (2 Timothy 3:16) The 
Bible abounds with examples of real people 
who exercised their free will in deciding 
whether to listen to Jehovah's voice or not. 
Such examples remind us why it is vital to lis­
ten to what the spirit of God says. (1 Corin­
thians 10:11) The Bible also contains practical 
wisdom, giving us counsel for times when we 
are confronted with decisions in life. It is as if 
God were behind us, speaking in our ear the 
words: "This is the way. Walk in it."

6 In order to hear what the spirit says 
through the pages of the Bible, we must 
read it regularly. The Bible is not just a well- 
written, popular book, one of many available 
today. The Bible is spirit-inspired and con­
tains the thoughts of God. Hebrews 4:12 
says: "The word of God is alive and exerts 
power and is sharper than any two-edged 
sword and pierces even to the dividing of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and their mar­
row, and is able to discern thoughts and in­
tentions of the heart." As we read the Bible, its 
contents pierce into our inner thoughts and 
motivations like a sword, revealing the degree 
to which our lives conform to God's will.

7 The "thoughts and intentions of the 
heart" can change as time passes and as we 
are affected by our experiences in life—both 
pleasant and difficult. If we do not constant-

5. What is Jehovah's principal instrument of com­
munication today, and how can we benefit from it?
6. Why is the Bible far superior to all other writ­
ings?
7. Why is Bible reading vital, and we are encour­
aged to engage in it how often?
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ly study the Word of God, our thoughts, atti­
tudes, and emotions will no longer be in har­
mony with godly principles. Hence, the Bible 
admonishes us: "Keep testing whether you are 
in the faith, keep proving what you yourselves 
are." (2 Corinthians 13:5) If we are to con­
tinue hearing what the spirit says, we should 
heed the counsel to read God's Word daily. 
—Psalm 1:2.

8 An important reminder for Bible readers 
is this: Allow enough time to assimilate what 
you read! In an effort to comply with the 
counsel to read the Bible every day, we would 
not want to find ourselves rushing through 
several chapters without getting the sense of 
what we read. While reading the Bible regular­
ly is vital, our motivation should not be sole­
ly to keep up with a schedule; we should 
have a genuine desire to learn about Jehovah 
and his purposes. In this regard, we may well 
use these words of the apostle Paul for self- 
examination. Writing to fellow Christians, he 
said: "I bend my knees to the Father, to the 
end that he may grant you . . .  to have the 
Christ dwell through your faith in your hearts 
with love; that you may be rooted and estab­
lished on the foundation, in order that you 
may be thoroughly able to grasp mentally 
with all the holy ones what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of the Christ which surpasses knowl­
edge, that you may be filled with all the full­
ness that God gives."—Ephesians 3:14,16-19.

8. What words of the apostle Paul help us to exam­
ine ourselves with regard to reading the Bible?

9 Granted, some of us by nature do not en­
joy reading, while others are avid readers. Re­
gardless of our individual disposition, how­
ever, we can cultivate and deepen our desire 
to learn from Jehovah. The apostle Peter ex­
plained that we should have a longing for Bi­
ble knowledge, and he recognized that such 
a desire may have to be developed. He wrote: 
"As newborn infants, form a longing for the 
unadulterated milk belonging to the word, 
that through it you may grow to salvation." 
(1 Peter 2:2) Self-discipline is vital if we are 
to "form a longing" for Bible study. Just as 
we can develop a liking for a new food af­
ter tasting it several times, our attitude toward 
reading and study can change for the better 
if we discipline ourselves to follow a regular 
routine.

"Food at the Proper Time"
10 Another avenue that Jehovah uses to 

speak to us today is identified by Jesus at Mat­
thew 24:45-47. There he spoke of the spirit- 
anointed Christian congregation—"the faith­
ful and discreet slave" appointed to provide 
spiritual "food at the proper time." As individ­
uals, the members of this class are Jesus' "do­
mestics." These, along with "a great crowd" 
of "other sheep," receive encouragement and 
guidance. (Revelation 7:9; John 10:16) Much 
of this food at the proper time comes in 
the form of printed publications, such as

9. How can we cultivate and deepen our desire to 
learn from Jehovah?
10. Who make up "the faithful and discreet slave," 
and how is Jehovah using them today?

Jeho va h  speaks to us through the Bible a n d  by  
m eans o f  "the fa ithful a n d  d iscreet s la ve "



The Watchtower, the Awake!, and other publi­
cations. Additional spiritual food is dispensed 
in the form of talks and demonstrations at 
conventions, assemblies, and congregation 
meetings.

11 The information provided by 'The faith­
ful and discreet slave" is designed to strength­
en our faith and train our perceptive powers. 
(Hebrews 5:14) Such counsel may be general 
in nature so as to allow each one to make a 
personal application. From time to time, we 
also receive counsel that deals with specific 
aspects of our conduct. What attitude should 
we have if we are really listening to what the 
spirit says through the slave class? The apostle 
Paul answers: "Be obedient to those who are 
taking the lead among you and be submis­
sive." (Hebrews 13:17) True, all involved in 
this process are imperfect men. Still, Jehovah 
takes delight in using his human servants, 
though imperfect, to guide us in this time 
of the end.

Guidance From Our Conscience
12 Jehovah has given us another source of 

guidance—our conscience. He created man 
with an inner sense of right and wrong. It 
is part of our nature. In his letter to the Ro­
mans, the apostle Paul explained: "Whenever 
people of the nations that do not have law do 
by nature the things of the law, these people, 
although not having law, are a law to them­
selves. They are the very ones who demon­
strate the matter of the law to be written in 
their hearts, while their conscience is bearing 
witness with them and, between their own 
thoughts, they are being accused or even ex­
cused."—Romans 2:14,15.

13 Many who are not acquainted with Jeho-

11. How do we prove receptive to what the spirit has 
to say through "the faithhxl and discreet slave"?
12, 13. (a) What other source of guidance has Jeho­
vah given to us? (b) What positive influence can the 
conscience have even on people who do not have 
an accurate knowledge of God's Word?

vah can, to some extent, bring their thoughts 
and actions into harmony with godly princi­
ples of right and wrong. It is as if they were 
hearing a faint inner voice guiding them in 
the right direction. If this can be true of those 
who do not have accurate knowledge of God's 
Word, how much more should that inner 
voice speak in the case of true Christians! Cer­
tainly, a Christian conscience that is refined 
by an accurate knowledge of God's Word 
and that works in harmony with Jehovah's 
holy spirit can provide trustworthy guidance. 
—Romans 9:1.

14 A good conscience, one that is Bible- 
trained, can remind us of the way in which 
the spirit wants us to walk. There may be 
times when neither the Scriptures nor our 
Bible-based publications comment specifical­
ly on a particular situation in which we 
may find ourselves. Still, our conscience may 
sound a warning, cautioning us against a po­
tentially harmful course. In such cases, ignor­
ing the dictates of our conscience may, in ef­
fect, mean ignoring what Jehovah's spirit 
says. On the other hand, by learning to rely 
on our trained Christian conscience, we can 
make good choices even when there is no spe­
cific direction in writing. It is vital to keep in 
mind, however, that when there is no divine­
ly provided principle, rule, or law, it would 
be improper to impose the judgments of our 
own conscience on fellow Christians in what 
are purely personal matters.—Romans 14:1-4; 
Galatians 6:5.

15 A clean, Bible-trained conscience is a 
good gift from God. (James 1:17) But we must 
protect this gift from corruptive influences if 
it is to function properly as a moral safety de­
vice. Local customs, traditions, and habits 
that conflict with God's standards can, if fol­
lowed, cause our conscience to malfunction

14. How can a Bible-trained conscience help us to 
follow the guidance of Jehovah's spirit?
15, 16. What can cause our conscience to malfunc­
tion, and how can we prevent that from happening?
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and fail to prod us in the right direction. We 
may prove unable to judge matters correctly 
and could even deceive ourselves into believ­
ing that a bad act is actually good.—Compare 
John 16:2.

16 If we continue to ignore the warnings of 
our conscience, its voice will become weak­
er and weaker until we are morally unfeel­
ing or insensitive. The psalmist spoke of such 
people when he said: 'Their heart has be­
come unfeeling just like fat." (Psalm 119:70) 
Some who ignore the proddings of their con­
science lose the ability to think properly. They 
are no longer guided by godly principles and 
are unable to make proper decisions. To avoid 
such a situation, we should be sensitive to 
the leadings of our Christian conscience even 
when the issues in question seem minor. 
—Luke 16:10.

Happy Are Those Who Listen and Obey
17 As we establish a pattern of listening 

to 'the word behind us'—as it is provided 
through the Scriptures and the faithful and 
discreet slave—and as we heed the reminders 
of our Bible-trained conscience, Jehovah will 
bless us with his spirit. The holy spirit will, in 
turn, enhance our ability to receive and un­
derstand what Jehovah tells us.

17. As we listen to The word behind us' and 
heed our Bible-trained conscience, how will we be 
blessed?

A Brief Review
• W h y  does Jehovah c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  

h is  h u m a n  c re a tio n?

• H o w  can w e  b e n e fit fro m  a p ro g ra m  
o f re g u la r B ib le  rea d in g ?

• H o w  sh o u ld  w e  re sp o n d  to  d ire c tio n  
fro m  th e  slave class?

• W h y  sh o u ld  w e  n o t ig n o re  th e  d ic­
ta te s o f a B ib le - tra in e d  conscience?

18 Jehovah's spirit will also embolden us 
to face difficult situations with wisdom and 
courage. As in the case of the apostles, God's 
spirit can stimulate our mental powers and 
help us always to act and speak in harmo­
ny with Bible principles. (Matthew 10:18-20; 
John 14:26; Acts 4:5-8,13, 31; 15:28) The com­
bination of Jehovah's spirit and our own per­
sonal efforts will bring us success as we make 
important decisions in life, giving us the 
courage to follow through on those decisions. 
For example, you may be considering adjust­
ing your life-style to make more time for spir­
itual things. Or you may be faced with impor­
tant, life-changing choices, such as selecting a 
mate, weighing a job offer, or buying a house. 
Rather than allowing our human emotions to 
be the sole factor in making our decisions, we 
should listen to what God's spirit has to say 
and act in harmony with its guidance.

19 We truly appreciate the kind reminders 
and the counsel we receive from fellow Chris­
tians, including the elders. However, we need 
not always wait for others to bring matters 
to our attention. If we know the wise course 
to follow and what adjustments we need to 
make in our attitude and conduct in order to 
please God, let us act. Jesus said: "If you know 
these things, happy you are if you do them." 
-Jo h n  13:17.

20 Clearly, in order to know how to please 
God, Christians do not need to hear a liter­
al voice from heaven, nor do they need to re­
ceive an angelic visit. They are blessed with 
having God's written Word and loving guid­
ance through his anointed class on earth. If 
they carefully heed this 'word behind them' 
and follow the guidance of their Bible-trained 
conscience, they will be successful in doing 
God's will. Then they will surely see the apos­
tle John's promise fulfilled: "He that does the 
will of God remains forever."—1 John 2:17.

18, 19. How can Jehovah's guidance benefit us in 
both our ministry and our personal life?
20. What blessing comes to those who listen to The 
word behind them'?
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K I N G D O M  P R O C L A I M E R S  R E P O R T

Happy Family Life Draws Others to God

I EHO VAH blessed joseph w ith  great w isdom  and J discernm ent. (Acts 7:10) As a result, Joseph's 
in s ig h t "p roved to be good in the eyes o f Pharaoh 
and of all his se rva n ts."—Genesis 41 :37.

S im ila rly  today, Jehovah gives his people in ­
s ig h t and discernm ent th ro u g h  th e ir study o f the  
Bible. (2 T im o th y  3:16, 17) T h is  w isdom  and 
discernm ent produce good fru it ­
age as Bible-based counsel is ap­
plied. T h e ir  good conduct has 
often 'proved to be good in 
the eyes o f those w ho  observe  
it , ' as the fo llo w in g  experienc­
es from  Zim babw e illustra te .
• A w o m a n had n e ig h b o rs  
w h o  were Jehovah's W itnesses.
A ltho ug h  she did not like the  
W itnesses, she admired th e ir  
conduct, especially th e ir home- 
life. She observed th a t the h us­
band and w ife  had a very 
good re la tio n sh ip  and  
th a t th e ir children were 
obedient. She particular­
ly noted th a t the husband  
dearly loved his w ife.

A common belief in some African cultures is 
th a t if a husband loves his w ife, the w ife m ust 
have used magic to "ta m e " h im . So the w om ­
an approached the W itn e ss w ife  and asked her: 
"W o u ld  you please give me the magic you gave 
to  your husband so th a t my husband w ould  love 
me as much as yours loves yo u?" Th e  W itness an­
swered: "O h , yes, I w ill b ring  it  to you tom orrow  
a fte rno on."

Th e  next day, the s iste r visited her neighbor 
w ith  her "m ag ic ." W h a t was it? It was the Bible, 
along w ith  the publication Knowledge Th a t Leads 
to Everlasting Life. A fte r considering in form ation  
from  the Knowledge book on the subject "B u ild ­
ing a Family Th a t H onors G od," she said to the

wom an: " T h is  is the 'magic' th a t my husband and 
I use to 'tam e' each other, and th a t is w hy we love 
each o ther very m uch." A Bible study was started, 
and the wom an quickly progressed to the p o in t 
of sym bolizing  her dedication to Jehovah by wa­
te r im m ersion.
• Tw o  special pioneers assigned to a sm all con­

gregation near the northeaste rn  bor­
der o f Z im babw e and M ozam bique  

did not go o u t in the door-to-door 
m in is try  fo r tw o  weeks. W hy? Be­
cause people were com ing to  
them  to listen to w ha t they had 
to say. One o f the pioneers re­
lates how  th is  came about: "W e  
were traveling nine m iles to con­
duct a weekly home Bible study  
w ith  an interested person. It was 
not easy fo r us to reach th is  
area. We had to walk th roug h  
mud, and we had to cross flood­

ing rivers th a t came up to our 
necks. T h is  involved balanc­
ing o u r clothes and shoes on 

o u r heads, navigating the riv ­
er, and th e n  g e ttin g  d ressed  

again on the o the r side.
"Th e  interested person's neighbors were very  

impressed w ith  o u r zeal. Am ong those w ho  took  
notice was the leader o f a local re lig ious organi­
zation. He said to his fo llow ers: 'D o n 't  you w a nt 
to be zealous like those tw o  young men w ho are 
Jehovah's W itnesse s? ' Th e  next day, many o f his 
fo llow ers came to o u r home to find  o u t w hy we 
were so persistent. Additionally, over the next tw o  
weeks, we had so many v is ito rs  th a t we did not 
even have tim e to prepare food fo r o urse lves!"

One o f the ind ividuals w ho  visited the pio­
neers' home d u ring  th is  two-week period was the  
re lig ious leader. Imagine the pioneers' joy w hen  
he accepted a home Bible study!
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Joyful Weddings
THAT HONOR JEHOVAH

W ELSH AND ELTHEA W ERE MARRIED IN SOW ETO, SOUTH AFRICA, IN 1 9 8 5 . N O W  

AND THEN THEY LOOK AT THEIR W EDDING ALBUM W ITH THEIR DAUGHTER, ZlNZI, 

AND RELIVE THAT JO YFU L DAY. ZlNZI LOVES TO IDENTIFY THE W EDDING GUESTS 

AND ESPECIALLY ENJOYS PICTURES OF HER MOTHER DRESSED SO BEAUTIFULLY.

THE wedding started with a marriage talk 
given in a community hall in Soweto. 

Then a choir of Christian youths sang songs of 
praise to God in four-part harmony. Next, the 
guests enjoyed a meal while a music tape of 
Kingdom melodies played softly in the back­
ground. No alcoholic beverages were served, 
and there was no loud music or dancing. In­
stead, the guests enjoyed associating together 
and congratulating the couple. Altogether the 
proceedings lasted about three hours. "It was a 
wedding that will always bring me fond mem­
ories," recalled Raymond, a Christian elder.

At the time of their wedding, Welsh and El- 
thea were volunteer workers at the South Afri­
ca branch of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society. They could not afford more than a 
modest wedding. Some Christians have cho­
sen to leave the full-time ministry and get sec­
ular jobs in order to cover the expenses of 
an elaborate wedding. However, Welsh and El- 
thea have no regrets that they chose to have 
a modest wedding because it allowed them 
to continue serving God as full-time ministers 
until the birth of Zinzi.

What, though, if a couple should choose 
to have secular music and dancing at their 
wedding? What if they decide to provide wine 
or other alcoholic beverages? What if they 
can afford a large and elaborate wedding? 
How can they make sure that the event will

turn out to be a happy occasion that befits 
worshipers of God? Such questions need care­
ful consideration, for the Bible commands: 
"Whether you are eating or drinking or doing 
anything else, do all things for God's glory." 
—1 Corinthians 10:31.

Avoiding Revelry
It is hard to imagine a joyless wedding. 

There is a much greater danger in going to 
the other extreme and having too much un­
restrained revelry. At many non-Witness wed­
dings, things take place that dishonor God. 
For example, the use of alcohol to the point of 
intoxication is common. Sadly, this has even 
happened at some Christian weddings.

The Bible warns that "intoxicating liquor is 
boisterous." (Proverbs 20:1) The Hebrew word 
translated "boisterous" means to "make a loud 
noise." If alcohol can make one person noisy, 
imagine what it can do to a large crowd of 
people who get together and drink too much! 
Obviously, such occasions can easily degener­
ate into "drunken bouts, revelries, and things 
like these," which are listed in the Bible as 
"works of the flesh." Such practices disqual­
ify any who are unrepentant from inheriting 
everlasting life under the rule of God's King­
dom.—Galatians 5:19-21.

The Greek word for "revelry" was used to de­
scribe a noisy street procession of semidrunk
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youths who sang, danced, and played music. 
If alcohol flows too freely at a wedding, and if 
there is loud music and wild dancing, there is 
a real danger that the occasion will turn into 
something like a revelry. In such an atmo­
sphere, weak ones may easily fall into tempta­
tion and commit other works of the flesh such 
as "fornication, uncleanness, loose conduct, 
[or succumb to] fits of anger." What can be 
done to prevent such works of the flesh from 
marring the joy of a Christian wedding? To an­
swer that question, let us consider what the Bi­
ble says about a certain wedding.

A Wedding That Jesus Attended
Jesus and his disciples were invited to at­

tend a wedding in Cana of Galilee. They ac­
cepted the invitation, and Jesus even contrib­
uted to the joy of the occasion. When the wine 
ran short, he miraculously produced an ex­
tra supply of the finest quality. After the wed­
ding, what remained over no doubt served the 
needs of the grateful bridegroom and his fam­
ily for a tim e—John 2:3-11.

There are several lessons we can learn from 
the wedding attended by Jesus. First, Jesus and 
his disciples did not crash the marriage feast. 
The Bible specifically states that they were in­
vited. (John 2:1, 2) Likewise, in two illustra­
tions of marriage feasts, Jesus repeatedly 
spoke of the guests as being present be­
cause they were invited—Matthew 22:2-4, 8, 
9; Luke 14:8-10.

In some lands it is customary for everyone 
in the community to feel free to attend a wed­
ding feast whether invited or not. However, 
this can lead to financial hardship. A couple 
who are not wealthy may go into debt in order 
to ensure that there is enough food and drink 
for an unlimited crowd. Therefore, if a Chris­
tian couple decide on having a modest re­
ception with a specific number of guests, this 
should be understood and respected by fellow 
Christians who are not invited. A man who 
got married in Cape Town, South Africa, re­
calls inviting 200 guests to his wedding. How­

ever, 600 turned up, and they quickly ran out 
of food. Among the uninvited ones was a bus­
load of visitors who happened to be touring 
Cape Town on the weekend of the wedding. 
The conductor of this bus tour was a distant 
relative of the bride and believed that it was 
his right to bring along the whole group with­
out even consulting the bride or groom!

Unless it has been stated that a reception 
is open to all, a true follower of Jesus would 
avoid attending a wedding reception uninvit­
ed and partaking of food and drink provid­
ed for the invited guests. Those tempted to go 
uninvited should ask themselves, 'Would my 
attending this wedding feast not show a lack 
of love for the newlyweds? Would I not 
cause inconvenience and detract from the joy 
of the occasion?' Rather than take offense at 
not being invited, an understanding Christian 
may lovingly send a message to congratulate 
the couple and wish them Jehovah's blessing. 
He may even consider helping the couple by 
sending a gift to add to the happiness of their 
wedding day.—Ecclesiastes 7:9; Ephesians 4:28.

Who Is Responsible?
In parts of Africa, it is customary for old­

er relatives to take over the wedding arrange­
ments. Couples may feel grateful for this, 
since it relieves them of the financial obliga­
tions. They may feel that it also relieves them 
of responsibility for anything that might hap­
pen. However, before accepting any form of 
help from well-meaning relatives, a couple 
should be sure that their personal wishes will 
be respected.

Though Jesus was God's Son who "came 
down from heaven," there is no indication 
that he took over and directed most matters at 
the wedding in Cana. (John 6:41) Rather, the 
Bible account tells us that someone else was 
appointed to act as "the director of the feast." 
(John 2:8) This man, in turn, was answerable 
to the new family head, namely the bride­
groom—John 2:9,10.

Christian relatives should respect the God-
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appointed head of the new family. (Colos- 
sians 3:18-20) He is the one who should as­
sume responsibility for what takes place at his 
wedding. Naturally a bridegroom should be 
reasonable and, if possible, accommodate the 
wishes of his bride, his parents, and his in­
laws. Still, if relatives insist on arranging mat­
ters contrary to the wishes of the couple, then 
the couple might have to refuse their help gra­
ciously and pay for their own mod­
est wedding. In this way noth­
ing will take place that leaves 
the couple with unpleasant 
memories. For example, at 
a Christian wedding in Af­
rica, an unbelieving rela­
tive who acted as master of 
ceremonies made a toast to 
the dead ancestors!

Sometimes a married couple 
leave on their honeymoon before 
the wedding celebration ends. In such a case, 
the bridegroom should arrange for responsi­
ble ones to make sure that Bible standards are 
maintained and that the celebration ends at a 
reasonable hour.

Careful Planning and Balance
Evidently, there was plenty of good food at 

the wedding Jesus attended, for the Bible de­
scribes it as a marriage feast. As has been not­
ed, there was also plenty of wine. No doubt, 
there was appropriate music and dignified 
dancing because this was a common feature 
of Jewish social life. Jesus showed this in his 
famous illustration of the prodigal son. The 
wealthy father of that story was so happy for 
the return of his repentant son that he said: 
"Let us eat and enjoy ourselves." According to 
Jesus, the celebration included "a music con­
cert and dancing."—Luke 15:23, 25.

Interestingly, however, the Bible does not 
specifically refer to music and dancing at the 
wedding in Cana. In fact, dancing is not re­
ferred to in any of the Bible accounts of

weddings. It would appear that among God's 
faithful servants of Bible times, dancing was 
incidental and not the main feature of their 
weddings. Can we learn anything from this?

At some Christian weddings in Africa, pow­
erful electronic sound systems are used. The 
music can be so loud that guests cannot con­
verse in comfort. Sometimes there is an ob­
vious shortage of food but no shortage 

of dancing that easily becomes un­
restrained. Rather than being a 

marriage feast, such occa­
sions may simply be an ex­
cuse for a dance party. Fur­
thermore, the loud music 
often attracts troublemak­
ers, strangers who simply 

come uninvited.
Since the Bible record of 

weddings does not stress music 
and dancing, should this not guide 

a couple who plan a wedding that will 
honor Jehovah? Yet, in preparation for sever­
al recent weddings in southern Africa, Chris­
tian youths who were chosen to form part 
of the bridal party spent long hours practic­
ing complicated dance steps. For months an 
inordinate amount of their time was used in 
this way. But Christians need to 'buy out the 
time' for "the more important things," such 
as the evangelizing work, personal study, and 
attending Christian meetings.—Ephesians 5: 
16; Philippians 1:10.

From the amount of wine Jesus provided, it 
appears that the wedding in Cana was a large, 
elaborate one. However, we can be sure that 
the occasion was not boisterous and that the 
guests did not abuse alcohol as was the case 
at certain Jewish weddings. (John 2:10) How 
can we be sure of this? Because the Lord Je­
sus Christ was in attendance. Of all men, Je­
sus would have been the most careful to obey 
God's command regarding bad association: 
"Do not come to be among heavy drinkers of 
wine."—Proverbs 23:20.
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M i & % & .*** '

Checklist for 
a Wedding 
Reception

• If you inv ite  an unb e lie v ing  
relative to give a speech, have you

made certain th a t he w ill no t in tro ­
duce some un-C hristian trad ition?

• If m usic w ill be played, have you select­
ed only appropriate songs?
• W ill  yo u r m usic be played at a reasonable 
volum e?
• If dancing is perm itted, w ill it  take place in 
a d ign ified  way?
• W ill  alcohol be served only in m odera­
tion?
• W il l  re sp o n sib le  ones c ontro l its  d is ­
trib u tio n ?

• Have you set a reasonable tim e fo r 
the w edding reception to  conclude?

• W ill responsib le ones be pres­
e n t to  ensu re  o rd e r t i l l  the

end?

Therefore, if a couple decide to have wine 
or other alcoholic beverages served at their 
wedding, they should arrange for this to be 
done under the strict control of responsible 
individuals. And if they decide to have music, 
they should select suitable melodies and have 
a responsible person monitoring the volume. 
Guests should not be allowed to take over and 
introduce questionable music or raise the vol­
ume to unreasonable levels. If there is to 
be dancing, it can be introduced in a digni­
fied and low-key way. If unbelieving rela­
tives or immature Christians use vulgar or 
sensuous dance movements, the bridegroom 
might have to change the type of music or 
tactfully request that the dancing cease. Oth­
erwise the wedding could deteriorate into a

riotous affair and cause stumbling. 
—Romans 14:21.

Because of the dangers inherent 
in some types of modern dancing, 
loud music, and the free flow of al­
cohol, a number of Christian 
bridegrooms have decided not to 
include these features in their wed­
ding. Some have been criticized 
for this, but instead they should 
be commended for their desire to 
avoid anything that might bring re­

proach on God's holy name. On the 
other hand, some bridegrooms ar­

range for appropriate music, a time for 
dancing, and alcohol served in modera­

tion. In either case the bridegroom is re­
sponsible for what he allows to take place at 

his wedding.
In Africa some immature ones look down 

on dignified Christian weddings and say that 
they are like attending a funeral. However, 
that is not a balanced view. Sinful works 
of the flesh may bring temporary excitement, 
but they leave Christians with a troubled con­
science and bring reproach on God's name. 
(Romans 2:24) On the other hand, God's holy 
spirit produces genuine joy. (Galatians 5:22) 
Many Christian couples look back with pride 
on their wedding day, knowing that it was 
a happy occasion and not a "cause for stum­
bling."—2 Corinthians 6:3.

Welsh and Elthea still recall the many favor­
able comments of unbelieving relatives who 
attended their wedding. Said one: "We are 
tired of the noisy weddings that take place 
these days. It was so nice to attend a decent 
wedding for a change."

Most important, Christian weddings that 
are joyful and dignified honor the Originator 
of marriage, Jehovah God.
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"I W ill M arch Around  
Your Altar, O Jehovah"

/ / T  SHALL wash my hands in innocency it- 
1  self, and I will march around your altar, 

O Jehovah." (Psalm 26:6) With these words 
King David of old proclaimed his devotion to 
Jehovah. Why, though, would he "march 
around" Jehovah's altar, and in what sense?

For David, the center of Jehovah's worship 
was the tabernacle with its copper-covered al­
tar of sacrifice, which during his reign was lo­
cated at Gibeon, to the north of Jerusalem. 
(1 Kings 3:4) The altar was only about sev­
en feet square, much smaller than the magnif­
icent altar that would be erected in the 
courtyard of Solomon's temple.* Still, David 
found great delight in the tabernacle with its 
altar, which was the center of pure worship in 
Israel.—Psalm 26:8.

Burnt offerings, communion sacrifices, and 
guilt offerings were made on the altar, and 
the annual Atonement Day featured sacrifices 
offered in behalf of the nation. The altar and 
its sacrifices have meaning for Christians to­
day. The apostle Paul explained that the al­
tar represented God's will, according to which 
He accepted an appropriate sacrifice for the re­
demption of mankind. Paul said: "By the said 
'will' we have been sanctified through the of­
fering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all 
time."—Hebrews 10:5-10.

When about to minister at the altar, priests

* That altar was some 30 feet square.

The a lta r p ictu re d  Jeho va h's will, by  
w hich he accepts a p ro p e r sacrifice  for 

the redem ption  o f  m a n kin d

customarily washed their hands in water 
to cleanse themselves. Appropriately then, 
King David washed his hands "in innocen­
cy itself" before 'walking around the altar.' He 
acted "with integrity of heart and with up­
rightness." (1 Kings 9:4) If he had not washed 
his hands in this way, his worship—his 'walk­
ing around the altar'—would not have been 
acceptable. Of course, David was not a Levite 
and did not have the privilege of performing 
priestly service at the altar. Although a king, 
he was not even allowed in the courtyard of 
the tabernacle. Still, as a faithful Israelite, he 
obeyed the Mosaic Law and regularly brought 
his offerings for presentation on the altar. He 
walked around the altar in the sense of center­
ing his life on pure worship.

Can we today follow David's example? Yes. 
We too can wash our hands in innocency and 
march around God's altar if we exercise faith 
in Jesus' sacrifice and, 'innocent in hands and 
pure in heart,' wholeheartedly serve Jehovah. 
—Psalm 24:4.
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LI FE S T O R Y

Thanking J ehovah 
- T hrough Full-Time Service!

----------------•----------------
AS TOLD BY

STANLEY E. REYNOLDS

I was born in London, England, in 1910. After W orld War I, 
my parents moved to a small W iltsh ire  village called W estbury Leigh.

As a young lad, I often wondered, 'W ho  is God?' Nobody could ever tell me. 
And I could never understand why such a small community as ours needed 

two chapels as well as a church to w orship God.

IN 1935, four years before the start of World 
War II, my younger brother, Dick, and I 

cycled to Weymouth on England's south coast 
for a camping vacation. As we sat in our tent 
listening to the pouring rain and wondering 
what to do, an elderly gentleman visited and 
offered me three Bible study aids—The Harp 
o f  God, Light I, and Light II. I obtained them, 
glad to have something to relieve the mo­
notony. I immediately became enthralled with 
what I read, but little did I then know that 
it would completely change my life—and my 
brother's too.

When I returned home, my mother told me 
that Kate Parsons, who lived in our village, dis­
tributed the same type of Bible literature. She 
was well-known because, although being quite 
elderly, she rode a small motorcycle to visit 
people in our scattered community. I went to 
see her, and she gladly let me have the books 
Creation and Riches as well as other publica­
tions of the Watch Tower Society. She also told 
me that she was one of Jehovah's Witnesses.

After reading the books along with my Bi­
ble, I knew that Jehovah is the true God and 
I wanted to worship him. So I sent a letter of
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With my 
brother Dick 
( far left; Dick is § 
standing) and 
other pioneers 
in front of the 
Bristol pioneer 
home

I

The Bristol pioneer home in 1940

resignation to our church and 
started to attend Bible studies 
in the home of John and Alice 
Moody. They lived in West- 
bury, our nearest town. There 
were only seven of us at those 
meetings. Before and after the 
meetings, Kate Parsons played 
the harmonium as we sang 
Kingdom songs together at 
the top of our voice!

Early Days
I could see that we were living in momen­

tous times, and I longed to have a share in the 
preaching work prophesied at Matthew 24:14. 
So I gave up smoking, bought myself a brief­
case, and made my dedication to the Great 
God, Jehovah.

In August 1936, Joseph F. Rutherford, the 
Watch Tower Society's president, was visiting 
Glasgow, Scotland, to speak on the subject "Ar­
mageddon." Even though Glasgow was some 
400 miles away, I was determined to be there 
and to be baptized at that convention. Mon­
ey was short, so I took my bicycle on the 
train to Carlisle, a town on the Scottish bor­
der, and cycled on from there 100 miles far­
ther north. I also cycled most of the way home, 
returning physically exhausted but spiritually 
strengthened.

From that time on, I cycled whenever I went 
to share my faith with people in nearby villag­
es. In those days each Witness had a testimony 
card with a Scriptural message for household­
ers to read. We also used portable phonographs

to play records of Bible talks by the Society's 
president. And, of course, we always carried 
a magazine bag,* which identified us as Jeho­
vah's Witnesses.

Pioneering in Wartime
My brother was baptized in 1940. The sec­

ond world war had started in 1939, and we 
both saw the urgent need for full-time preach­
ers. Hence, we submitted our pioneer applica­
tions. We were grateful to be assigned together 
to the Bristol pioneer home, there to join Edith 
Poole, Bert Farmer, Tom and Dorothy Bridges, 
Bernard Houghton, and other pioneers whose 
faith we had long admired.

A small van with "JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES" 
inscribed on its sides in bold letters soon ar­
rived to pick us up. The driver was Stanley 
Jones, who later became a missionary in China 
and who was imprisoned there for seven years 
in solitary confinement on account of his 
preaching activity.

* A cloth bag that could be hung from the shoulder 
and was designed for carrying copies of The Watch tower 
and Consolation (later, Awake!).
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As the war progressed, we 
seldom got a full night's sleep. 
Bombs fell around our pio­
neer home, and we had to 
keep a constant watch for in­
cendiary devices. One eve­
ning we left the center of 
Bristol after a fine assembly at­
tended by 200 Witnesses and 
reached the comparative safe­
ty of our home through a hail 
of antiaircraft shell shrapnel.

Next morning Dick and I 
returned to the city to collect 
some things we had left be­
hind. We were stunned. Bris­
tol was a shambles. The entire 
city center had been blasted 
and burned out. Park Street, 
where our Kingdom Hall had 
stood, was a heap of smok­
ing rubble. However, no Wit­
nesses had been killed or in­
jured. Happily, we had already 
moved our Bible literature 
from the Kingdom Hall and 
distributed it to the homes 
of members of the congrega­
tion. We thanked Jehovah on 
both counts.

Unexpected Freedom
The Bristol Congregation 

where I served as presid­
ing overseer had grown to 64 
ministers by the time I re­
ceived my papers for national 
service. Many other Witness­
es had been sent to pris­
on on account of their neu­
tral stand, and I expected my 
freedom to preach to be cur­
tailed similarly. My case was 
heard at a local Bristol Tri­
bunal where Brother Anthony 
Buck, a former prison officer,

Stanley and Joan Reynolds on their 
wedding day January 12, 1952, 

and today

spoke in m y  behalf. He was a 
bold, fearless man, a stalwart 
for Bible truth, and as a re­
sult of his fine representation, 
I was unexpectedly granted 
complete exemption from 
military service on condition 
that I continued in my full­
time ministry!

I was thrilled to have my 
freedom, and I determined to 
use it to preach to the great­
est extent possible. When I re­
ceived a call to report to the 
London branch office to talk 
to Albert D. Schroeder, the 
branch overseer, I naturally 
wondered what was in store 
for me. Imagine my surprise 
when I was invited to go to 
Yorkshire to serve as a travel­
ing overseer, visiting a differ­
ent congregation each week 
to help and encourage the 
brothers. I felt so inadequate 
for such an assignment, but 
I had my exemption and was 
free to go. So I accepted Jeho­
vah's direction and willingly 
went.

Albert Schroeder intro­
duced me to the brothers at 
an assembly in Huddersfield, 
and in April 1941, I took up 
my new assignment. What a 
joy it was to get to know those 
dear brothers! Their love and 
kindness made me appreci­
ate even more that Jehovah 
has a people wholly devoted 
to him who love one another. 
—John 13:35.

More Privileges of Service
An unforgettable five-day 

national convention was held
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in 1941 at Leicester's De Montfort Hall. Despite 
food rationing and restricted national trans­
portation, the attendance built up to a Sunday 
peak of 12,000; yet, at that time there were just 
over 11,000 Witnesses in the country. Record­
ings of talks by the Society's president were 
played, and the book Children was released. 
That convention was certainly a milestone in 
the theocratic history of Jehovah's people in 
Britain, held as it was in the midst of World 
War II.

Soon after this convention, I received an in­
vitation to serve with the London Bethel fami­
ly. There, I worked in the shipping and packing 
departments and later in the office, handling 
matters pertaining to the congregations.

The Bethel family had to contend with air 
raids on London night and day, as well as with 
constant checks by the authorities on respon­
sible brothers working there. Pryce Hughes, 
Ewart Chitty, and Frank Platt were all sent to 
prison for their neutral stand, and eventually 
Albert Schroeder was deported to the United 
States. Despite these pressures, the congrega­
tions and Kingdom interests continued to be 
well cared for.

On to Gilead!
When the war ended in 1945, I applied 

for missionary training at the Watchtower Bi­
ble School of Gilead and was accepted for 
the eighth class in 1946. The Society ar­
ranged for a number of us, including Tony 
Attwood, Stanley Jones, Harold King, Don Ren- 
dell, and Stanley Woodburn, to sail from the 
Cornish fishing port of Fowey. A local Witness 
had booked our passage on a small cargo ship 
carrying china clay. Our quarters were very 
cramped, and the deck was usually awash. How 
relieved we were when we finally approached 
our port of entry, Philadelphia!

The Gilead campus was beautifully situated 
at South Lansing in upstate New York, and the 
training I received there meant much to me. 
The students in our class came from 18 nations 
—the first time the Society had been able to en­

roll so many ministers from foreign lands—and 
we all became close friends. I greatly enjoyed 
the companionship of my roommate, Kalle Sa- 
lavaara from Finland.

Time passed quickly, and at the conclusion 
of five months, the Society's president, Nathan 
H. Knorr, arrived from the Brooklyn head­
quarters to give us our diplomas and to tell 
us where our assignments would be. In those 
days, students did not know their destinations 
until these were announced at the graduation 
ceremony. I was assigned to return to London 
Bethel to continue my work there.

Back to London
The postwar years were austere ones in Brit­

ain. Food and many other necessities, includ­
ing paper, continued to be rationed. But we 
got by, and Jehovah's Kingdom interests pros­
pered. In addition to working at Bethel, I 
served at district and circuit assemblies and vis­
ited congregations, including some in Ireland. 
It was also a privilege to meet Erich Frost and 
other brothers and sisters from Europe and to 
learn from them something about the integri­
ty of fellow Witnesses who had faced the hor­
rors of the Nazi concentration camps. Bethel 
service was indeed a blessed privilege.

For ten years I had known Joan Webb, a spe­
cial pioneer serving in Watford, a town just 
north of London. In 1952 we married. Both of 
us wanted to continue in full-time service, so 
we were thrilled when, after I left Bethel, I was 
appointed as a circuit overseer. Our first circuit 
was along England's south coast, in Sussex and 
Hampshire. Circuit work was not easy in those 
days. We traveled chiefly by bus, bicycle, and 
on foot. Many congregations had large, rural 
territories, which were often difficult to reach, 
but the number of Witnesses continued to 
grow steadily.

New York City 1958
In 1957, I received another invitation from 

Bethel: "Would you like to come to the of­
fice and assist with the travel arrangements for
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the forthcoming international assembly to be 
held at Yankee Stadium and the Polo Grounds 
in New York City in 1958?" Joan and I were 
soon busy handling applications from the 
brothers for the Society's chartered planes and 
ships. This turned out to be the famous 
Divine Will International Assembly, attended 
by a vast audience of 253,922. At this con­
vention, 7,136 symbolized their dedication to 
Jehovah by water immersion—well over twice 
the number baptized on the historic occasion 
of Pentecost 33 C.E., as reported in the Bible. 
-Acts 2:41.

Joan and I will never forget the kindness of 
Brother Knorr when he personally invited us to 
attend the assembly to help care for the dele­
gates arriving in New York City from 123 lands. 
That was a happy and fulfilling experience for 
us both.

Blessings of Full-Time Service
Upon our return, we continued in the trav­

eling work until health problems came along.

Joan was hospitalized, and I had a mild stroke. 
We transferred to the special pioneer ranks but 
later had the privilege of temporarily serving in 
the circuit work again. Eventually, we returned 
to Bristol where we have remained in full-time 
service. My brother, Dick, lives nearby with his 
family, and we often reminisce.

My eyesight was irreparably damaged by de­
tached retinas in 1971. Since then I have had 
great difficulty in reading, so I find the cas­
sette recordings of Bible literature a wonderful 
provision from Jehovah. Joan and I still con­
duct home Bible studies, and over the years, we 
have been privileged to help some 40 individ­
uals come to a knowledge of the truth, includ­
ing one family of seven.

When we dedicated our lives to Jehovah 
over 60 years ago, our desire was to enter full­
time service and stay in it. How grateful we 
are to have strength still to serve the Great Je­
hovah—the only way we can thank him for his 
goodness to us and for our years of happiness 
together!

J ehovah Is Greater 
Than Our Hearts

//TEHOVAH is finding pleasure in those 
j  fearing him," wrote the psalmist. In­

deed, the Creator rejoices in observing each of 
his human servants as they strive to uphold 
his righteous standards. God blesses his loyal 
ones, encourages them, and comforts them in 
times of despair. He knows that his worshipers 
are imperfect, so he is realistic in what he ex­
pects of them.—Psalm 147:11.

We may have no difficulty believing that Je­
hovah has great love for his servants in gener­
al. However, some seem to be so overly con­

cerned about their own shortcomings that 
they are convinced that Jehovah could never 
love them. "I am too imperfect for Jehovah to 
love me," they may conclude. Of course, we all 
have negative feelings from time to time. But 
some seem to wage a constant battle against 
feelings of worthlessness.

Feelings of Dejection
In Bible times a number of faithful indi­

viduals suffered from feelings of severe de­
jection. Job hated life and felt that God had
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abandoned him. Hannah, who became the 
mother of Samuel, was at one time deeply dis­
tressed about her childlessness and wept bit­
terly. David was "bowed low to an extreme 
degree," and Epaphroditus was distressed be­
cause news of his sickness grieved his broth­
ers—Psalm 38:6; 1 Samuel 1:7,10; Job 29:2, 4, 
5; Philippians 2:25, 26.

What about Christians today? Perhaps ill­
ness, advancing age, or other personal circum­
stances prevent some from doing as much as 
they would like in sacred service. This may 
lead them to conclude that they are failing 
Jehovah and their fellow believers. Or some 
may constantly blame themselves for past 
mistakes, doubting that Jehovah has forgiv­
en them. Perhaps others coming from difficult 
family backgrounds are convinced that they 
are just not worth loving. How is this possible?

Some grow up in families where the pre­
dominant spirit is not one of love but of self­
ishness, sarcasm, and fear. They may never get 
to know a father who deeply loves them, who 
looks for chances to praise and encourage, 
who overlooks misdemeanors and is prepared 
to forgive even more serious mistakes, and 
whose warmth makes the whole family feel se­
cure. Since they never had a loving earthly fa­
ther, they may find it hard to understand what 
it means to have a loving heavenly Father.

For example, Fritz writes: "My childhood 
and youth were strongly influenced by my fa­
ther's unloving manner.* He never gave any 
commendation, and I never felt close to him. 
In fact, most of the time, I was afraid of him." 
As a result, Fritz, who is now in his 50's, still 
has feelings of inadequacy. And Margarette ex­
plains: "My parents were cold and unloving. 
When I started to study the Bible, I had dif­
ficulty imagining what a loving father is like."

Such feelings, for whatever reason, can 
mean that our service to God is at times mo­
tivated, not primarily by love, but to a large

* Names have been changed.

extent by guilt or fear. Our best never seems 
good enough. The desire to please Jehovah 
and our fellow believers may make us feel that 
we are stretched beyond our limits. As a re­
sult, we may fall short of our goals, blame our­
selves, and feel despondent.

What can be done? Perhaps we need to re­
mind ourselves of how largehearted Jehovah 
is. Someone who understood this loving as­
pect of God's personality was the apostle John.

"God Is Greater Than Our Hearts"
At the end of the first century C.E., John 

wrote to his fellow believers: "By this we shall 
know that we originate with the truth, and 
we shall assure our hearts before him as re­
gards whatever our hearts may condemn us 
in, because God is greater than our hearts and 
knows all things." Why did John write these 
words?—1 John 3:19, 20.

John clearly knew that it was possible for 
a servant of Jehovah to feel condemned at 
heart. Perhaps John himself had experienced 
such feelings. As a young man with a fiery 
temperament, John was on occasion correct­
ed by Jesus Christ for being too severe in 
dealing with others. In fact, Jesus gave John 
and his brother James "the surname Boaner­
ges, which means Sons of Thunder."—Mark 3: 
17; Luke 9:49-56.

Over the next 60 years, John mellowed 
and became a balanced, loving, and merciful 
Christian. By the time he, as the last surviv­
ing apostle, penned his first inspired letter, he 
knew that Jehovah does not take each of his 
servants to task for every misdemeanor. Rath­
er, he is a warm, largehearted, generous, and 
compassionate Father, who has deep love for 
all who love him and worship him in truth. 
John wrote: "God is love."—1 John 4:8.

Jehovah Rejoices 
Over Our Service to Him

God knows our inborn weaknesses and 
shortcom ings, and he takes these into
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account. "He himself well knows the forma­
tion of us, remembering that we are dust," 
wrote David. Jehovah realizes the impact our 
background has in making us what we are. In 
fact, he knows us far better than we know our­
selves—Psalm 103:14.

He knows that many of us would like to be 
different, but we are unable to overcome our 
imperfections. Our situation could be com­
pared to that of the apostle Paul, who wrote: 
"The good that I wish I do not do, but the bad 
that I do not wish is what I practice." All of us 
are engaged in the same struggle. In some cas­
es this may result in our hav­
ing a self-condemning heart.
—Romans 7:19.

Always remember this:
More important than how we 
view ourselves is how Jehovah 
views us. Whenever he sees us 
trying to please him, he reacts 
not simply with mild satisfac­
tion but with rejoicing. (Prov­
erbs 27:11) Though what we 
achieve may seem to be rela­
tively little in our own eyes, our willingness 
and good motive delight him. He looks be­
yond what we accomplish; he discerns what 
we want to do; he is aware of our wishes and 
desires. Jehovah can read our heart.—Jeremiah 
12:3; 17:10.

For example, many of Jehovah's Witnesses 
are naturally timid and reserved people who 
prefer to keep a low profile. For such ones, 
preaching the good news from house to house 
can be a daunting challenge. Yet, moved by a 
desire to serve God and to help their neighbor, 
even timid ones learn to approach their neigh­
bors and talk about the Bible. They may feel 
that they accomplish little, and this may rob 
them of their joy. Their heart might suggest 
that their public ministry is not worthwhile. 
But Jehovah surely rejoices over the great ef­
fort such ones put into their service. More­

over, they cannot be sure when and where 
the seeds of truth sown will sprout, grow, and 
bear fruit.—Ecclesiastes 11:6; Mark 12:41-44; 
2 Corinthians 8:12.

Other Witnesses suffer prolonged ill health 
or are getting on in years. For them, attending 
meetings regularly at the Kingdom Hall can 
be fraught with pain and anxiety. Listening 
to a talk about the preaching work might re­
mind them of what they used to do and what 
they still want to do, though infirmity holds 
them back. Such may have pangs of guilt be­
cause they are not able to follow the counsel 

as much as they would like to. 
Yet, Jehovah surely treasures 
their loyalty and endurance. As 
long as they remain loyal, he 
never forgets their faithful rec­
ord—Psalm 18:25; 37:28.

"Assure Our Hearts"
By the time John reached 

old age, he must have under­
stood much about God's large­
heartedness. Remember that 

he wrote: "God is greater than our hearts and 
knows all things." Furthermore, John encour­
aged us to "assure our hearts." What did John 
mean by those words?

According to Vine's Expository Dictionary o f  
Old and New Testament Words, the Greek 
verb translated "assure" means "to apply per­
suasion, to prevail upon or win over, to per­
suade." In other words, to assure our heart, we 
need to win our heart over, to persuade it to 
believe that Jehovah loves us. How?

Fritz, mentioned earlier in this article, has 
served as an elder in one of the congrega­
tions of Jehovah's Witnesses for over 25 years 
and has found that personal study can re­
assure his heart of Jehovah's love. "I study the 
Bible and our publications regularly and care­
fully. This helps me not to dwell on the past 
but to keep a clear vision of our wonderful fu-

jehovah 
is not a severe 

despot but a warm, 
largehearted, and 

compassionate 
Father
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Studying Cod's Word 
helps us to think 

as he does

ture. At times, my past catch­
es up with me, and I feel 
that God could never love 
me. But, in general, I find that 
regular study strengthens my 
heart, increases my faith, 
and helps me to keep joyful 
and balanced."

True, Bible reading and 
meditation may not change 
our actual s itu ation . Yet, 
it can change the way we 
view our situation. Taking 
thoughts from God's Word 
into our hearts helps us to 
think as he does. Moreover, 
study enables us to grow in 
understanding of God's largeheartedness. We 
can gradually come to accept that Jehovah 
does not blame us for our childhood environ­
ment, and he does not blame us for our infir­
mities. He knows that the burdens many of us 
carry—be they emotional or physical—are of­
ten not of our own making, and he lovingly 
takes this into account.

What about Margarette, who was men­
tioned earlier? When she got to know Jeho­
vah, studying the Bible was of great benefit to 
her as well. She, like Fritz, had to revise her 
image of a father. Prayer helped Margarette to 
consolidate what she learned through study. 
"To begin with I regarded Jehovah as a close 
friend, since I had more experience with lov­
ing friends than with a loving father. Gradual­
ly, I learned to pour out my feelings, doubts, 
anxieties, and troubles to Jehovah. I repeated­
ly talked to him in prayer, at the same time 
piecing together all the new things I was 
learning about him, rather like a mosaic. Af­

ter some time, my feelings for Jehovah devel­
oped to such an extent that I now rarely have 
trouble regarding him as my loving Father," 
says Margarette.

Release From All Anxiety
As long as this wicked, old system lasts, no 

one can hope to be free of anxieties. For some 
Christians this means that feelings of anxiety 
or self-doubt might recur and cause distress. 
But we can be assured that Jehovah knows our 
good motive and the hard work we put into 
his service. He will never forget the love we 
show for his nam e—Hebrews 6:10.

In the approaching new earth under the 
Messianic Kingdom, all faithful humans can 
expect to be released from the burdens of Sa­
tan's system. What a relief that will be! Then 
we will see even more evidence of how large- 
hearted Jehovah is. Until that time, let all be 
assured that "God is greater than our hearts 
and knows all things."—1 John 3:20.
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He Died for 
a Principle

"W'r E R E M E M B E R  A u g u st D ickm ann (b o rn  
1910), one o f Jehovah's W itn e sse s ." So  

begins the  in sc rip tio n  on a plaque (sh o w n  
here) recently unve iled in  th e  fo rm e r concentra­
tio n  camp o f Sachsenhausen. W h y  w o u ld  one  
o f Jehovah's W itn e sse s  rate such a plaque? Th e  
re st o f th e  in sc rip tio n  te lls  th e  s to ry : " [H e ]  was 
pub lic ly  sh o t by the  SS on Sep tem ber 1 5 ,1 9 3 9 , 
because o f consc ientious o b je c tio n ."

A u g u s t D ickm ann w as in te rne d  in the  Sach­
senhausen concentra tion camp in  1937. Th re e  
days a fte r the  outb reak o f W o rld  W a r II in 1939, 
he w as o rdered to  s ig n  h is m ilita ry  induc tio n  
s lip . W h e n  he refused, th e  camp com m and­
e r contacted H e in ric h  H im m le r, head o f the  SS  
(Sc h u tzsta ffe l, H it le r 's  e lite  g ua rd ), and asked 
p e rm iss io n  to  execute D ickm ann in the  pres­
ence o f all o th e r camp inm ates. O n Septem ­
ber 17 ,1 9 3 9 , The  N ew  York Tim es  reported fro m  

G e rm a n y : "A u g u s t  D ic k m a n n , 2 9  y e a rs  
old , . . .  has been sh o t here by a fir-  

ing  sq u a d ." Th e  news-

W E  REMEMBER
A U G U S T  D ICKM ANN (BORN W L
O N E O F JEHOVAH'S WTNESSE _____

W H O  W AS PUBUO.Y SHOT BY*""** 
T H E  SS  ON SEPTEMBER A 5 ,im  I

B E C A U SE  O F CONClENTtOUSOBJEOm

IN ERINNERUNG AN DIE UBER 890 
ZEUGEN JEHOVAS (BIBELFORSCHER),
DIE IN SACHSENHAUSEN FUR IHREN 

CHRISTUCHEN G IAUBEN LITTEN

DIE RELIGIONSGEM EINSCHAFT JEHOVAS ZEUGEN

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE OVER 890 
JEHOVAH'S W ITNESSES (BIBLE STUDENTS) 

W HO SUFFERED FOR THEIR CHRISTIAN FAITH 
AT SACHSENHAUSEN

paper said th a t he was the  f i r s t  G erm an consci­
e n tio u s objector o f th a t war.

S ix ty  years later, on Sep tem be r 1 8 ,1 9 9 9 , Dick- 
m a nn 's death was com m em orated by the  B ra n ­
d e nburg  M e m o ria l Fo u n d a tio n , and the  m em o­
rial plaque n o w  rem ind s v is ito rs  o f h is courage  
and stro n g  fa ith . A second plaque on th e  o u t­
er w all o f the  fo rm e r camp re m in d s v is ito rs  th a t  
Dickm ann was ju s t  one o f som e 9 0 0  W itn e sse s  
o f Jehovah w h o  su ffe red  in Sachsenhausen fo r  
th e ir  be lie fs. M any m ore su ffe re d  in o th e r 
camps. Yes, even u n d e r the  te rrib le  c o n d itio n s  
o f the  concentra tion camps, m any rem ained  
fa ith fu l to  god ly  p rinc ip les.

To  Jehovah's W itn e sse s, i t  is a C h ris tia n  d u ty  
to  be " in  sub jec tion  to  the  su p e rio r [gov­
e rn m e n t] a u th o rit ie s ."  (Ro m a ns 13 :1) How ever, 
w h e n  g o v e rn m e n ts  t r y  to  fo rc e  th e m  to  
tra n sg re ss G o d 's  laws, the y  fo llo w  the  ex­
am ple o f C h ris t 's  apostles, w h o  said: "W e  m u st 
obey God as ru le r ra th e r tha n  m e n ." (Acts 5: 
2 9 ) As a re su lt, in a w o rld  w he re  tr ib a l e n m i­

ties and e thn ic  hatreds have led 
to  shocking atrocities, Jehovah's 
W itn e sse s  everyw here, like A u ­
g u s t D ickm ann, pu rsue  peace. 
Th e y  fo llo w  the  B ib le 's  e xh o rta ­
tio n : "D o  n o t le t y o u rse lf be con­
quered by the  evil, b u t keep con­
q u e rin g  the  evil w ith  the  g o o d ."  
— Rom ans 12:21.
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