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UN PHOTO 146150 BY O. MONSEN

"Look! the tears o f  those 

being oppressed, but they had

no com forter; and on the side o f  

their oppressors there was power, so

So Much 
Need for

Comfort!
that they had no comforter. "-Ecclesiastes 4:i.

At e  you looking for comfort? Are you yearning for a ray of 
Consolation to break through the dark clouds of despair? 

Are you craving a crumb of solace to sweeten a life marred by 
bitter suffering and unsavory experiences?

At one time or another, we all sorely need comfort and en­
couragement. This is because there are so many things in life 
that bring sadness. We all need to be sheltered, warmed, em­
braced. Some of us have grown old and are not happy about 
that. Others are deeply disappointed that life has not turned 
out as was hoped. Still others have been shaken by a report that 
has come back from a pathology lab.

Moreover, few would contest that events in our time have 
created a vast need for comfort and hope. During the past cen­
tury alone, more than a hundred million people have died in 
war.* Almost all of them left behind a grieving family—moth-

* The actual number of military personnel and civilians who have died is 
not known. For example, the 1998 book Facts About the American Wars 
notes about World War II alone: "Most sources give the total number of 
those who died because of World War II (military and civilian) as 50 mil­
lion but many who have studied the subject closely believe that the truer 
figure is higher—up to twice that number."

ers and fathers, sisters and 
brothers, widows and o r­
phans—in desperate need of 
solace. Today, over a billion 
people live in extreme pover­
ty. Half the world's popu­
la tio n  lack regular access 
to m edical treatm ent and 
essential drugs. On the streets 
of polluted megacities wan­
der millions of abandoned 
children, many of whom use 
drugs and practice prostitu­
tion. Millions of refugees lan­
guish in horrible camps.

However, num bers—as 
co m p elling  as th ey  may 
be—do not bespeak the in­
dividual pain and affliction 
that some are experiencing 
in their personal life. Consid­
er, for instance, Svetlana, a
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young woman from the Balkans who was born into abject pov­
erty.* '"In order to get money/' she says, "I was sent out by my 
parents to beg or steal. Family life deteriorated to the point that 
I became a victim of incest. I found work as a waitress, and my 
mother, who received the money I was earning, said that if I 
ever lost my job, she would kill herself. All of this led me to a 
life of prostitution. I was only 13 years old. In time, I became 
pregnant and had an abortion. At 15 years of age, I looked like 
a 30-year-old."

Laimonis, a young man from Latvia, tells of the need for 
comfort and of the dark memories that caused him to be grim. 
At the age of 29, he had a car accident that left him paralyzed 
from the waist down. He felt completely hopeless and turned 
to alcohol. Five years later he was a wreck—a paralyzed alcohol­
ic with no future. From where could he draw comfort?

Or think of Angie. Her husband underwent three brain sur­
geries that had at first left him partially paralyzed. Then, five 
years after the last surgery, he was in a very serious accident, 
one that could have killed him. As his wife entered the emer­
gency room and saw her husband lying there in a coma after 
having sustained a very serious head injury, she knew that a 
tragedy was impending. The road ahead for her and her fami­
ly was going to be rough. How could she find support and en­
couragement?

For Pat, a winter day some years ago seemed to start off nor­
mally. The next three days, however, have been erased from her 
memory. Her husband later told her that after having severe 
chest pains, she went into full cardiac arrest. Her heart started 
beating very rapidly and erratically, and then it stopped beat­
ing altogether. Her breathing stopped. "I was actually clinically 
dead," says Pat. But she somehow survived. Of her long stay in 
the hospital, she says: "I was frightened by many of the tests, 
especially when they tried to make my heart fibrillate and stop, 
as it had done originally." What could provide her with the 
needed solace and relief during this critical time?

Joe and Rebecca lost their 19-year-old son in an automobile 
accident. "We have never had to deal with anything so dev­
astating," they say. "Although we, in the past, have mourned 
with others over their losses, we did not truly feel the great pain 
of heart that we do now." What could possibly soothe such a 
"great pain of heart"—the extreme grief over losing someone 
whom you dearly love?

All these individuals, and millions of others, have indeed 
found a surpassing source of comfort and solace. To see how 
you too can benefit from that source, please read on.

* The name has been changed.

Little wonder, then, that 
The World Book Encyclopedia 
says that "countless people 
have turned to the Bible for 
comfort, hope, and guidance 
during times of trouble and 
uncertainty." Why?

Because the Bible is in­
spired by our loving Creator, 
"the God of all comfort," the 
One "who comforts us in all 
our tribulation." (2 Corinthi­
ans 1:3, 4) He is 'the God who 
supplies comfort.' (Romans 
15:5) Jehovah has set the ex­
ample in providing a means 
of relief for all of us. He sent 
his only-begotten Son, Christ 
Jesus, to the earth to give us 
hope and consolation. Jesus 
taught: "God loved the world 
so much that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, in order 
that everyone exercising faith 
in him might not be de­
stroyed but have everlast­
ing life." (John 3:16) The Bi­
ble describes Jehovah as the 
one "who daily carries the 
load for us, the true God of 
our salvation." (Psalm 68:19) 
God-fearing humans can con­
fidently say: "I have placed Je-
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Take Comfort 
in Jehovah's

Strength
"W hen m disquieting 

thoughts becam e m any inside 

o f m e, your own consolations began

to fondle my soul."- p sa l m  94:19.

hovah in front of me constantly. Because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be made to totter/'—Psalm 16:8.

Such Bible passages show the deep love that Jehovah God has 
for us humans. It becomes clear that he has the heartfelt de­
sire—as well as the ability—to provide abundant comfort and to 
ease our pain in times of distress. "He is giving to the tired one 
power; and to the one without dynamic energy he makes full 
might abound." (Isaiah 40:29) How, then, can we take comfort 
in Jehovah's strength?

The Soothing Effect of Jehovah's Care
The psalmist wrote: "Throw your burden upon Jehovah him­

self, and he himself will sustain you. Never will he allow the 
righteous one to totter." (Psalm 55:22) Yes, Jehovah God has an 
interest in the human family. The apostle Peter reassured first- 
century Christians: "He [God] cares for you." (1 Peter 5:7) Je­
sus Christ stressed the value that God places on humans by say­
ing: "Five sparrows sell for two coins of small value, do they 
not? Yet not one of them goes forgotten before God. But even 
the hairs of your heads are all numbered. Have no fear; you 
are worth more than many sparrows." (Luke 12:6, 7) We are of 
such worth to God that he takes note of even the minutest de­
tail about us. He knows things that we ourselves do not know 
because he is deeply interested in each of us.

Sensing this personal interest of Jehovah proved very com­
forting to Svetlana, the young prostitute mentioned in the pre­
ceding article. She was about to commit suicide when she came 
in contact with Jehovah's Witnesses. Then she accepted a Bible 
study, which helped her to become acquainted with Jehovah 
as a real person who is interested in her welfare. This touched 
her heart, motivating her to change her way of life and to ded­
icate herself to God. It also gave Svetlana the necessary measure 
of self-worth that she needed to press on despite her problems 
and to get a positive outlook on life. "I am convinced," she 
now says, "that Jehovah will never leave me. I have found that 
what is written at 1 Peter 5:7 is true. It says: Throw all your anx­

iety upon [Jehovah], because 
he cares for you.'"

Bible-Based Hope 
Comforts

A particular way in which 
God provides com fort is 
through his written Word, 
which contains a marvelous 
hope for the future. The apos­
tle Paul wrote: "All the things 
that were written aforetime 
were written for our instruc­
tion, that through our endur­
ance and through the com­
fort from the Scriptures we 
might have hope." (Romans 
15:4) Paul made clear the link 
between true hope and com­
fort when he wrote: "May. . .  
God our Father, who loved 
us and gave everlasting com­
fort and good hope by means 
of undeserved kindness, com­
fort your hearts and make 
you firm in every good deed 
and word." (2 Thessalonians 
2:16,17) This "good hope" in­
cludes the prospect of perfect, 
happy, and unending life on a 
paradise earth.—2 Peter 3:13.

Such a sure and bright 
hope inspirited Laimonis, 
the alcoholic paralytic men­
tioned in the preceding ar­
ticle. Reading Bible-based
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literature of Jehovah's Wit­
nesses, he rejoiced to learn 
about the new world under 
God's Kingdom, where his 
health could be completely 
restored. In the Bible, he read 
the following bright prom­
ise of miraculous healing: "At 
that time the eyes of the 
blind ones will be opened, 
and the very ears of the deaf 
ones will be unstopped. At 
that time the lame one will 
climb up just as a stag does, 
and the tongue of the speech­
less one will cry out in glad­
ness." (Isaiah 35:5, 6) In order 
to qualify for life in that Para­
dise, Laimonis made great 
changes. He turned from li­
quor, and his transformation 
has not gone unnoticed by 
his neighbors and acquain­
tances. He now conducts sev­
eral Bible studies, sharing 
with others the comfort that 
Bible-based hope gives.

The Role of Prayer
When our heart is in pain 

for some reason, we can find 
comfort by praying to Jeho­
vah. That can take the load 
off us. During our suppli­
cations, we may be comfort­
ed by recalling things said 
in God's Word. The longest 
psalm in the Bible is like a 
beautiful prayer. Its compos­
er sang: "I have remembered 
your judicial decisions from 
time indefinite, O Jehovah, 
and I find comfort for my­
self." (Psalm 119:52) In ex­
tremely difficult situations,

especially ones that involve a health crisis, there often is no sin­
gle, all-encompassing answer. In our own strength, we may not 
know exactly where to turn. Many have found that when all 
that is humanly possible was done, turning to God in prayer re­
sulted in great comfort and, at times, in unforeseen solutions. 
—1 Corinthians 10:13.

Pat, who was rushed to a hospital emergency room, experi­
enced this comforting effect of prayer. After she recuperated, 
she said: "I prayed to Jehovah and really learned that I had to 
leave my life in his hands, trusting him to do whatever was 
his will. During all this time, I felt calm; I was experiencing 
the peace of God mentioned at Philippians 4:6, 7." How com­
forting these verses can be to all of us! There Paul admonish­
es us: "Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving let your peti­
tions be made known to God; and the peace of God that excels 
all thought will guard your hearts and your mental powers by 
means of Christ Jesus."

The Holy Spirit as Comforter
On the night before his death, Jesus made it clear to his 

apostles that he would soon be leaving them. This troubled 
and grieved them. (John 13:33, 36; 14:27-31) Recognizing their 
need for continued comfort, Jesus promised: "I will request the 
Father and he will give you another helper [or, comforter] to 
be with you forever." (John 14:16; footnote) Jesus here was re­
ferring to God's holy spirit. Among other things, God's spir­
it comforted the apostles during their trials and strengthened 
them to continue doing God's will.—Acts 4:31.

Angie, whose husband came close to death after a serious ac­
cident, was able to cope successfully with all the distress and 
pain of her situation. What helped her? She says: "Without 
the support of Jehovah's holy spirit, we could not have gone 
through what we have experienced and remained strong. Je­
hovah's strength has indeed been made manifest through our 
weaknesses, and he has proved to be a fortress in our time of 
distress."

A Comforting Brotherhood
Whatever an individual's situation in life may be, no mat­

ter what painful circumstances may develop, he should be able 
to find comfort in the brotherhood existing within Jehovah's 
congregation. This brotherhood provides spiritual support and 
assistance for those associated with it. Therein, one can find a 
group of loving, concerned, and comforting friends, who are
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ready and willing to help and console others in times of dis­
tress—2 Corinthians 7:5-7.

Members of the Christian congregation are taught to "work 
what is good toward all, but especially toward those related to 
[them] in the faith." (Galatians 6:10) The Bible-based educa­
tion they receive moves them to manifest brotherly love and 
tender affection for one another. (Romans 12:10; 1 Peter 
3:8) Spiritual brothers and sisters in the congregation are 
moved to be kind, comforting, and tenderly compassion­
ate.—Ephesians 4:32.

Joe and Rebecca, who tragically lost their son in death, 
experienced such comforting support from members of 
the Christian congregation. They say: "Jehovah and his 
loving congregation have helped us through our difficult 
time. Hundreds of cards, letters, and telephone calls were 
received. This makes us appreciate how precious our broth­
erhood is. While we were in a daze from the tragedy, many 
local congregations came to our assistance, providing meals 
and cleaning the house."

Take Comfort!
When the gusting winds of adversity begin to howl, and the 

merciless rain and hail of distress keep pounding, God is ready 
to provide consoling protection. This is how one of the psalms 
describes him as providing comforting shelter: "With his pin­
ions he will block approach to you, and under his wings you 
will take refuge." (Psalm 91:4) The image here may be that of 
an eagle. It is a picture of a bird that senses danger and then 
protectively spreads its wings over its young. In an even greater 
sense, Jehovah becomes a true Protector for all who find refuge 
in him.—Psalm 7:1.

The Bible-based hope for 
the future can provide 

comfort

If you wish to learn more about God, his personality, his pur­
poses, and his ability to provide comfort, you are invited to 
study his Word. Jehovah's Witnesses will be happy to help you 
in that endeavor. Yes, you too can take comfort in Jehovah's 
strength!
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M a k in g  Al l  T h in g s  N ew  
-A s Fo r e t o ld

"The O ne s ea ted  on  th e  thron e sa id : 'Look! I  am  m ak in g  a ll  things n ew /A lso ,  
h e  says : . . . 'These words are fa ith fu l a n d  t r u e / " - r e v e l a t io n  21:5.

HAVE you said or thought, 'Who knows 
what tomorrow will bring?' You can un­

derstand why people hesitate to guess what 
the future will bring or to trust in those 
who might brashly claim to foretell what lies 
ahead. Humans simply do not have the abili­
ty to predict accurately what will occur in the 
months or years to come.

2 The magazine Forbes ASAP devoted an is­
sue to time. In it, TV documentary host Rob­
ert Cringely wrote: "Time eventually humili-

1, 2. Why are many people rightly hesitant to con­
sider what the future holds?

ates us all, but no one suffers at the hands 
of time more than prognosticators. Trying to 
guess the future is a game we nearly always
lose___Still, the so-called experts continue to
make predictions."

3 You may have observed that with so much 
attention being paid to the new millennium, 
it may seem that more people are think­
ing about the future. At the beginning of last 
year, Maclean's magazine said: "The year 2000

3, 4. (a) Some have what optimism about the new 
millennium? (b) What realistic expectation do oth­
ers have about the future?

8 THE WATCHTOWER • APRIL 15, 2000



may be just another year on the calendar for 
most Canadians, but it could happen to coin­
cide with a truly new beginning." Profes­
sor Chris Dewdney of York University gave this 
reason for optimism: "The millennium means 
that we can wash our hands of a really terrible 
century."

4 Does that sound like mere wishful think­
ing? In Canada only 22 percent of those who 
responded to one poll "believe that 2000 will 
usher in a new beginning for the world." In 
fact, almost half "expect another world con­
flict"—world war—within 50 years. Clearly, 
most sense that a new millennium cannot 
banish our problems, making all things new. 
Sir Michael Atiyah, former president of Brit­
ain's Royal Society, wrote: "The rapid pace of 
change. . .  means that the twenty-first century 
will bring crucial challenges to our whole civ­
ilization. The problems of population growth, 
resource limitation, environmental pollution, 
and widespread poverty are already upon us 
and have to be grappled with as a matter of 
urgency."

5 You may wonder, 'Since men cannot fore­
tell what our future holds, should we not just 
ignore the future?' The answer is no! Grant­
ed, men cannot accurately foretell what lies 
ahead, but we should not think that no one 
can. Well, who can, and why should we be 
optimistic about the future? You can find sat­
isfying answers in four specific predictions. 
They are recorded in the most widely owned 
and read book, which is also widely misunder­
stood and ignored—the Bible. Whatever you 
think of the Bible, and no matter how well 
acquainted with it you may be, you owe it 
to yourself to consider these four fundamen­
tal texts. They actually foretell a future that is 
very bright. Moreover, these four key prophe­
cies outline what your future and that of your 
loved ones can be.

5. Where can we find reliable information about 
what lies ahead?

6 The first is found in Isaiah chapter 65. Be­
fore reading it, fix in mind the setting—when 
this material was written and what situation it 
dealt with. God's prophet Isaiah, who penned 
these words, lived over a century before the 
kingdom of Judah ended. The end came when 
Jehovah withdrew protection from the un­
faithful Jews, letting the Babylonians devas­
tate Jerusalem and take its people into exile. 
That occurred more than a hundred years af­
ter Isaiah predicted it.—2 Chronicles 36:15-21.

7 As to historical background of the ful­
fillment, recall that with God's guidance Isa­
iah foretold the name of the yet unborn 
Persian, Cyrus, who finally overthrew Bab­
ylon. (Isaiah 45:1) Cyrus set the stage for the 
Jews' return to their homeland in 537 B.C.E. 
Amazingly, Isaiah foretold that restoration, as 
we read in chapter 65. He focused on the sit­
uation that the Israelites could enjoy back in 
their homeland.

8 We read at Isaiah 65:17-19: "Here I am 
creating new heavens and a new earth; and the 
former things will not be called to mind, nei­
ther will they come up into the heart. But ex­
ult, you people, and be joyful forever in what 
I am creating. For here I am creating Jerusalem 
a cause for joyfulness and her people a cause 
for exultation. And I will be joyful in Jerusa­
lem and exult in my people; and no more will 
there be heard in her the sound of weeping or 
the sound of a plaintive cry." Certainly, Isaiah 
described conditions that were far better than 
those the Jews had lived under in Babylon. 
He foretold joyfulness and rejoicing. Now look 
at the expression "new heavens and a new 
earth." This is the first of four occurrences of 
that phrase in the Bible, and these four pas­
sages can have a direct bearing on our future, 
even foretelling it.

6, 7. When did Isaiah prophesy, and how did his 
predictions have an amazing fulfillment?
8. Isaiah foretold what happy future, and what ex­
pression is of particular interest?
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Just as Jehovah had foretoldCyrus 
set the stage for the Jews' return to 

their homeland in 537 B.C.E.

9 The initial fulfillment of Isaiah 65:17-19 
involved the ancient Jews who, as Isaiah accu­
rately predicted, did return to their homeland, 
where they reestablished pure worship. (Ezra 
1:1-4; 3:1-4) You realize, of course, that they 
returned to a homeland on the same planet, 
not somewhere else in the universe. That real­
ization can help us to see what Isaiah meant 
by new heavens and a new earth. We do not 
have to speculate, as some do, about vague 
prophecies of Nostradamus or other human 
prognosticators. The Bible itself clarifies what 
Isaiah meant.

10 In the Bible, "earth" does not always re­
fer to our globe. For instance, Psalm 96:1 says 
literally: 'Sing to Jehovah, all the earth.' We

9. How were the ancient Jews involved in a fulfill­
ment of Isaiah 65:17-19?
10. How are we to understand the new "earth" that 
Isaiah foretold?

know that our planet—the 
terra firm a and th e vast 
oceans—cannot sing. Peo­
ple sing. Yes, Psalm 96:1 is re­
ferring to the people on the 
earth* But Isaiah 65:17 also 
mentions "new heavens." If 
the "earth" represents a new 
society of people in the Jews' 
homeland, what are the "new 
heavens"?

11 The Cyclopaedia o f  Bibli­
cal, Theological, and Ecclesias­
tical Literature, by M'Clintock 
and Strong, states: "Wherever 
the scene of a prophetic vision 
is laid, heaven signifies . . .  the 
whole assembly of the ruling 
powers . . .  being over and rul­
ing the subjects, as the natu­
ral heaven stands over and 
rules the earth." As to the 
combination phrase "heaven 
and earth," the Cyclopaedia 
explains that 'in prophetic 

language the phrase signifies the political con­
dition of persons of different ranks. The heav­
en is the sovereignty; the earth is the peasan­
try, men who are ruled by superiors.'

12 When the Jews returned to their home­
land, they gained what might be called a new 
system of things. There was a new ruling body. 
Zerubbabel, a descendant of King David, was 
governor, and Joshua was high priest. (Haggai 
1:1, 12; 2:21; Zechariah 6:11) These constitut­
ed "new heavens." Over what? The "new heav­
ens" were over "a new earth," the cleansed so-

* The New English Bible renders Psalm 96:1: "Sing to 
the Lord, all men on earth." The Contemporary English 
Version reads: "Everyone on this earth, sing praises to 
the Lord." This accords with the understanding that by 
"new earth" Isaiah was referring to God's people in their 
land.

11. To what did the phrase "new heavens" point?
12. How did the ancient Jews experience "new 
heavens and a new earth"?
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ciety of people who were back in their land in 
order to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple for 
worshiping Jehovah. Hence, in this real sense, 
there were new heavens and a new earth in the 
fulfillment involving the Jews at that time.

13 Take care not to miss the point. This is 
neither an exercise in Biblical interpretation 
nor a mere glance at ancient history. You can 
see this by moving to another occurrence of 
the phrase "new heavens and a new earth." In 
2 Peter chapter 3, you will find this occurrence 
and see that our future is involved.

14 The apostle Peter wrote his letter over 
500 years after the Jews returned to their 
homeland. As one of Jesus' apostles, Peter was 
writing to the followers of Christ, "the Lord" 
mentioned at 2 Peter 3:2. In verse 4, Peter 
brings up Jesus' "promised presence," which 
makes the prophecy very pertinent today. 
Ample evidence shows that since World 
War I, Jesus has been present in the sense of 
having authority as Ruler in God's heaven­
ly Kingdom. (Revelation 6:1-8; 11:15,18) This 
takes on special meaning in view of some­
thing else that Peter foretold in this chapter.

15 We read at 2 Peter 3:13: "There are new 
heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting 
according to his promise, and in these righ­
teousness is to dwell." You may already have 
learned that Jesus in heaven is the key Rul­
er in the "new heavens." (Luke 1:32, 33) Yet, 
other Bible texts indicate that he does not rule 
alone. Jesus promised that the apostles and 
some others like them would have a place in 
heaven. In the book of Hebrews, the apostle 
Paul described such ones as "partakers of the 
heavenly calling." And Jesus said that those of 
this group would sit on thrones in heaven 
with him. (Hebrews 3:1; Matthew 19:28; Luke

13, 14. (a) What other instance of the phrase 
"new heavens and a new earth" should we consid­
er? (b) Why is Peter's prophecy of particular interest 
at this time?
15. How is Peter's prophecy about the "new heav­
ens" finding fulfillment?

22:28-30; John 14:2, 3) The point is that oth­
ers reign with Jesus as part of the new heav­
ens. Then what did Peter mean by the term 
"new earth"?

16 As with the ancient fulfillment—the re­
turn of the Jews to their homeland—the cur­
rent fulfillment of 2 Peter 3:13 involves peo­
ple who submit to rulership by the new 
heavens. You can find millions today who are 
gladly submitting to such rulership. They are 
benefiting from its educational program and 
striving to follow its laws found in the Bible. 
(Isaiah 54:13) These make up the basis of "a 
new earth" in the sense that they form a glob­
al society of all nationalities, languages, and 
races, and they work together in submission 
to the reigning King, Jesus Christ. A signif­
icant fact is that you can be part of this! 
—Micah 4:1-4.

17 Do not feel that this is the end of matters, 
that we do not have any detailed insight into 
the future. In fact, as you examine the con­
text of 2 Peter chapter 3, you will find in­
dications of a great change ahead. In verses 5 
and 6, Peter writes about the Flood of Noah's 
day, the Deluge that ended the wicked world 
back then. In verse 7, Peter mentions that "the 
heavens and the earth that are now," both 
the rulerships and the masses of people, are 
reserved for "the day of judgment and of de­
struction of the ungodly men." This confirms 
that the phrase "the heavens and the earth 
that are now" refers, not to the material uni­
verse, but to humans and their rulerships.

18 Peter explains thereafter that the coming 
day of Jehovah will bring about a great cleans­
ing, making way for the new heavens and 
new earth mentioned in verse 13. Note the 
end of that verse—"in these righteousness is 
to dwell." Does that not suggest that some 
major changes for the better must occur? 
Does it not raise the prospect of really new

16. What "new earth" already exists?
17, 18. Why do the words at 2 Peter 3:13 give us rea­
son to look to the future?
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things, a time when humans will find great­
er enjoyment in living than they do today? 
If you can see that, then you have gained in­
sight into what the Bible foretells, insight that 
relatively few have.

19 But let us go further. We have looked at 
the occurrence of the phrase "new heavens 
and a new earth" in Isaiah chapter 65 and an­
other instance in 2 Peter chapter 3. Now turn 
to Revelation chapter 21, which contains one 
other occurrence of this expression in the Bi­
ble. Again, understanding the setting will 
help. Two chapters before, in Revelation chap­
ter 19, we find described in vivid symbolism 
a war—but not a war between hostile nations. 
On one side is "The Word of God." You likely 
recognize that as a title of Jesus Christ. (John 
1:1, 14) He is in heaven, and this vision de­
picts him with his heavenly armies. Bat­
tling against whom? The chapter mentions 
"kings," "military commanders," and people 
of various ranks, both "small ones and great." 
This battle involves the coming day of Jeho­
vah, the destruction of wickedness. (2 Thessa- 
lonians 1:6-10) Moving on, Revelation chap­
ter 20 opens by describing the removal of 
"the original serpent, who is the Devil and Sa-

19. In what setting does the book of Revelation 
point to "new heavens and a new earth" yet to 
come?

What Do You Recall?
• W h a t  are th re e  insta nc e s w h e re  th e  

B ib le  fo re te lls  "n e w  heavens and a 
n e w  e a rth "?

• H o w  w e re  th e  a n c ie n t Jews invo lved  
in  a fu l f i l lm e n t  o f "n e w  heavens and  
a n e w  e a rth "?

• W h a t fu lf i l lm e n ts  are u n d e rs to o d  fo r  
"n e w  heavens and a n e w  e a r th "  as 
m e n tio n e d  by Peter?

• H o w  does Re ve la tio n  c hapte r 21 
p o in t us to w a rd  a b r ig h t  fu tu re ?

tan." This sets the stage for considering Reve­
lation chapter 21.

20 The apostle John begins with the thrill­
ing words: "I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the former heaven and the for­
mer earth had passed away, and the sea is no 
more." Based on what we have seen in Isaiah 
chapter 65 and 2 Peter chapter 3, we can be 
sure that this does not mean replacing the lit­
eral heavens and our planet, with its watery 
deep. As the preceding chapters showed, wick­
ed people and their rulerships, including the 
invisible ruler Satan, will be removed. Yes, the 
promise here is of a new system of things in­
volving people on earth.

21 We are assured of this as we move into 
this wonderful prophecy. The end of verse 3 
speaks of the time when God will be with 
mankind, turning his beneficent attention to­
ward people doing his will. (Ezekiel 43:7) 
John continues in verses 4, 5: "He [Jehovah] 
will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and 
death will be no more, neither will mourn­
ing nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The for­
mer things have passed away. And the One 
seated on the throne said: 'Look! I am making 
all things new.' Also, he says: 'Write, because 
these words are faithful and true.'" What an 
uplifting prophecy!

22 Pause to savor what the Bible is foretell­
ing. 'God will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes.' That cannot refer to normal tears that 
wash our sensitive eyes, nor can it refer to 
tears of joy. No, the tears that God will 
wipe out are tears caused by suffering, grief, 
disappointment, hurt, and agony. How can 
we be sure? Well, this remarkable prom­
ise of God links wiping out tears with 'death, 
mourning, outcry, and pain being no more.' 
-Jo h n  11:35.

20. Revelation 21:1 indicates that what significant 
change lies ahead?
21, 22. Of what blessings does John assure us, and 
what does the wiping out of tears mean?
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23 Does this not prove that cancer, strokes, 
heart attacks, and even death will have been 
eliminated? Who of us has not lost a loved 
one to some disease, accident, or disaster? 
God here promises that death will be no 
more, which suggests that the children who 
might be born then will not have to face 
the prospect of growing up and then get­
ting old—ending in death. This prophecy also 
means no more Alzheimer's disease, osteopo­
rosis, fibroid tumors, glaucoma, or even cata­
racts—so common in old age.

24 You would no doubt agree that mourn­
ing and outcry would decrease with the re-

23. The end of what conditions is guaranteed by 
John's prophecy?
24. How will the 'new heaven and new earth' prove 
to be a blessing, and what will we yet consider?

moval of death, old age, and disease. Yet, what 
about grinding poverty, child abuse, and op­
pressive discrimination based on background 
or skin color? Were such things—common to­
day—to continue, we would not be rid of 
mourning and outcry. Thus, life under "a new 
heaven and a new earth" will not be marred 
by these present causes of sorrow. What a 
change! We have, though, considered so far 
only three of the four occurrences in the Bible 
of the phrase "new heavens and a new earth." 
There is one more that ties in with what we 
have examined and that underscores why we 
have reason to look forward to when and 
how God will fulfill his promise to 'make all 
things new.' The following article deals with 
that prophecy and what it can mean for our 
happiness.

T h e  N ew  W o r ld  
-W il l  Y o u  Be  T h e r e ?

"There is nothing better for them  than to rejoice a n d  to do good  during  
one's life; an d  also  th at every m an shou ld  ea t  an d  indeed  drink a n d  see good  

for  a ll his hard  work. It is the g ift  Ec c l e s ia s t e s  3 : 12 ,13 .

MANY people think of Almighty God as 
severe, stem. Yet, the above text is a 

truth that you will find in his inspired Word. 
It accords with his being "the happy God" 
and with his placing our first parents in an 
earthly paradise. (1 Timothy 1:11; Genesis 2: 
7-9) When seeking insight into the future 
that God promises for his people, we should 
not be surprised to learn of conditions that 
will bring us lasting enjoyment.

2 In the preceding article, we examined

1. Why can we be optimistic about the future?
2. What are some things that you look forward to?

three of the four instances where the Bible 
foretells "new heavens and a new earth." (Isa­
iah 65:17) One of those reliable predictions is 
recorded at Revelation 21:1. The subsequent 
verses tell of the time when Almighty God 
will drastically change earthly conditions for 
the better. He will wipe out tears of grief. 
No more will people die from old age, sick­
ness, or accidents. Mourning, outcry, and 
pain will be gone. What a delightful pros­
pect! But can we be sure that it will come, 
and what impact could that prospect have on 
us right now?
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Reasons for Confidence
3 Note how Revelation 21:5 continues. It 

quotes God, seated on his heavenly throne, 
as declaring: "Look! I am making all things 
new." That divine promise is better than any 
national declaration of independence, any 
present-day bill of rights, or any human aspi­
ration for the future. It is an absolutely reli­
able declaration by the One who the Bible 
says "cannot lie." (Titus 1:2) Understandably, 
you might feel that we could stop right here, 
relishing this exquisite prospect and trusting 
God. But we need not stop. There is more for 
us to learn about our future.

4 Reflect on what the preceding article es­
tablished as to the Bible's promises of new 
heavens and a new earth. Isaiah foretold such 
a new system, and his prophecy had a fulfill­
ment when the Jews returned to their home­
land and reestablished true worship. (Ezra 1: 
1-3; 2:1, 2; 3:12, 13) Yet, was that all that 
Isaiah's prophecy pointed to? Definitely not! 
The things he foretold would be fulfilled in 
a grander way in the distant future. Why do 
we reach that conclusion? Because of what 
we read at 2 Peter 3:13 and Revelation 21: 
1-5. Those passages point to new heavens and 
a new earth that will benefit Christians on a 
global scale.

5 As noted earlier, the Bible uses the phrase 
"new heavens and a new earth" four times. 
We have considered three of these and have 
reached encouraging conclusions. Pointedly, 
the Bible foretells that God will eliminate 
wickedness and other causes of suffering and 
that he will then further bless mankind in his 
promised new system.

6 Let us now examine the remaining in-

3. Why can we trust the Bible's promises about the 
future?
4, 5. What Bible prophecies already considered can 
bolster our confidence about what lies ahead?
6. What does a fourth prophecy mentioning "new 
heavens and a new earth" foretell?

stance of the expression "new heavens and a 
new earth," at Isaiah 66:22-24: " 'Just as the 
new heavens and the new earth that I am 
making are standing before me,' is the utter­
ance of Jehovah, 'so the offspring of you peo­
ple and the name of you people will keep 
standing. And it will certainly occur that from 
new moon to new moon and from sabbath 
to sabbath all flesh will come in to bow down 
before me,' Jehovah has said. 'And they will 
actually go forth and look upon the carcass­
es of the men that were transgressing against 
me; for the very worms upon them will not 
die and their fire itself will not be extin­
guished, and they must become something 
repulsive to all flesh.'"

7 This prophecy had an application among 
the Jews reestablished in their land, but there 
would be another fulfillment. That had to 
be down the stream of time from when Pe­
ter's second letter and the book of Revela­
tion were written, for they pointed to a future 
'new heaven and earth.' We can look for that 
grand and complete fulfillment in the new 
system. Consider some of the conditions that 
we can look forward to enjoying.

8 Revelation 21:4 indicated that death will 
be no more. The passage in Isaiah chapter 66 
agrees with that. We can see from verse 22 
that Jehovah knows that the new heavens 
and the new earth will not be temporary, 
of limited duration. Furthermore, his peo­
ple will endure; they will "keep standing" be­
fore him. What God has already done for his 
chosen people gives us reason for confidence. 
True Christians have faced vicious persecu­
tion, even fanatical efforts to wipe them out. 
(John 16:2; Acts 8:1) Yet, even very power-

7. Why should we conclude that Isaiah 66:22-24  
will have a fulfillment in coming days?
8, 9. (a) In what sense will God's people "keep 
standing"? (b) What is the import of the prophe­
cy that Jehovah's servants will worship "from new 
moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath"?
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ful enemies of God's peo­
ple, such as Roman Emper­
or Nero and Adolf Hitler, 
have not been able to eradi­
cate God's loyal ones, who 
bear his name. Jehovah has 
preserved the congregation 
of his people, and we can 
be sure that he can keep it 
standing lastingly.

9 Similarly, those faithful 
to God as part of the new 
earth, the society of true wor­
shipers in the new world, will 
keep standing individually 
because they will be render­
ing pure worship to the Cre­
ator of all things. That will 
not be occasional or haphaz­
ard worship. God's Law, pro­
vided to Israel through Mo­
ses, called for certain acts of 
worship each m onth, as 
marked by the new moon, 
and each week, as marked by 
the Sabbath day. (Leviticus 
24:5-9; Numbers 10:10; 28: 
9, 10; 2 Chronicles 2:4) So 
Isaiah 66:23 points to regu­
lar, ongoing worship of God, 
week after week and month 
after month. Atheism and re­
ligious hypocrisy will not ex­
ist then. "All flesh will come 
in to bow down before" 
Jehovah.

10 Isaiah 66:24 assures us 
that the peace and righteous 
ness of the new earth will 
never be in danger. Wick­
ed people will not ruin

10. Why can you be confident 
that the new world will not be 
permanently marred by wicked 
ones?

Isa iah, Peter; a n d  Jo h n  
foretold aspects o f  the  

"new  heavens a n d  
a n ew  e arth "

it. Recall that 2 Peter 3:7 says 
that ahead of us is "the day of 
judgment and of destruction 
of the ungodly men." Those 
coming to their end will be 
ungodly. No harm will come 

I  to innocents, unlike what 
often happens in human 

m  wars, where civilian ca- 
j sualties outnumber mil­

itary ones. The Great 
Judge guarantees us 

that his day will be a destruc­
tion of the ungodly.

11 The surviving righteous 
ones will see that God's pro­
phetic word is true. Verse 24 
foretells that "the carcasses of 
the men that were transgress­
ing against" Jehovah will be 
proof of his judgment. The 
graphic language Isaiah used 
may seem shocking. Yet, it is 
consistent with a historical 
fact. Outside the walls of an­
cient Jerusalem were dumps 
for garbage and, occasion­
ally, for the corpses of exe­
cuted criminals judged un­
fit for a decent burial.* There 
the worms and incinerating 
fire would soon elim inate 
both the garbage and those 
corpses. Evidently, Isaiah's 
imagery illustrates the finali­
ty of Jehovah's judgment on 
transgressors.

* See Insight on the Scriptures, Vol­
ume 1, page 906, published by the 

Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci- 
I ety of New York, Inc.

f c  11. What does Isaiah show will 
be the future of any who turn 

against God and his worship?



What He Has Promised
12 Revelation 21:4 tells us of some things 

that will not exist in the coming new system. 
However, what will exist then? What will life 
be like? Can we get any reliable hints? Yes. Isa­
iah chapter 65 prophetically describes condi­
tions that we will enjoy if we have Jehovah's 
approval to live when he, in the final sense, 
creates these new heavens and new earth. 
Those blessed with a lasting place in the new 
earth will not grow old and inevitably die. 
Isaiah 65:20 assures us: "No more will there 
come to be a suckling a few days old from 
that place, neither an old man that does not 
fulfill his days; for one will die as a mere boy, 
although a hundred years of age; and as for 
the sinner, although a hundred years of age 
he will have evil called down upon him."

13 When this was first fulfilled on Isaiah's 
people, it meant that the babes in the land 
were safe. No enemies were coming in, as the 
Babylonians once did, to carry off sucklings 
or to cut down men who were in the prime 
of their life. (2 Chronicles 36:17, 20) In the 
coming new world, people will be safe, se­
cure, able to enjoy life. If a person choos­
es to rebel against God, he will not be allowed 
to continue living. God will remove him. 
What if the rebellious sinner is a hundred 
years old? He will die "as a mere boy" com­
pared to having endless life—1 Timothy 1:19, 
20; 2 Timothy 2:16-19.

14 Instead of concentrating on how a will­
ful sinner might be removed, Isaiah describes 
the living conditions that will prevail in the 
new world. Try to picture yourself in the 
scene. What might first come to your mind's 
eye are things close to home. Isaiah treats

12. Isaiah gives what further indications regarding 
life in the new world?
13. How does Isaiah 65:20 assure us that God's peo­
ple will enjoy security?
14. 15. Based on Isaiah 65:21, 22, to what reward­
ing activities can you look forward?

that in verses 21 and 22: "They will certainly 
build houses and have occupancy; and they 
will certainly plant vineyards and eat their 
fruitage. They will not build and someone 
else have occupancy; they will not plant and 
someone else do the eating. For like the days 
of a tree will the days of my people be; and 
the work of their own hands my chosen ones 
will use to the full."

Isaiah's prophecy suggests that an education 
awaits you. Would you, though, be willing 
to learn with the help of capable instructors, 
perhaps kind neighbors who happily lend 
you a hand? Isaiah did not say whether your 
house will have large paneless windows with 
blinds, so that you can enjoy tropical breezes, 
or closed glass windows through which you
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marizes the general situation. You will de­
rive intense satisfaction from your efforts, the 
fruits of your own labors. You will be able 
to do that over a long life—"like the days of 
a tree." That certainly meets the description 
"all things new"!—Psalm 92:12-14.

17 If you are a parent, these words will touch 
your heart: "They will not toil for nothing, 
nor will they bring to birth for disturbance; 
because they are the offspring made up of 
the blessed ones of Jehovah, and their de­
scendants with them. And it will actually oc­
cur that before they call out I myself shall 
answer; while they are yet speaking, I myself 
shall hear." (Isaiah 65:23, 24) Do you know 
from experience the pain of 'bringing to birth 
for disturbance'? We need not list the range 
of problems children may have that bring 
disturbance to parents and others. Related to 
that, we have all observed parents so preoccu­
pied with their own careers, activities, or plea­
sures that they spend little time with their 
children. In contrast, Jehovah assures us that 
he will hear and respond to our needs, even 
anticipate them.

18 While you are thinking about what you 
may enjoy in the new world, picture the

scene that God's prophetic word sets out: 
" The wolf and the lamb themselves will 
feed as one, and the lion will eat straw just 
like the bull; and as for the serpent, his 
food will be dust. They will do no harm 
nor cause any ruin in all my holy moun­
tain,' Jehovah has said." (Isaiah 65:25) 
Human artists have tried to paint that 

scene, but this is no mere word picture 
produced with artistic license. This will be 

real. Peace will prevail among humans and 
will be matched by peace with the animals. 
Many biologists and animal lovers spend the

17. Parents will find what promise especially en­
couraging?
18. Why can you expect to enjoy the animals in the 
new world?

16 More important than knowing such de­
tails is that you will have your own residence. 
It will be yours—not like today when you 
might slave to build but then another person 
benefits. Isaiah 65:21 also says that you will 
plant and eat the fruitage. Clearly, that sum-

16. Why can you expect the new world to be per­
manently satisfying?

can observe changing seasons. Will you de­
sign a house with a slanted roof to shed rain 
and snow? Or will the local climate suggest a 
flat roof—like one of those in the Middle 
East—a roof where you can gather with your 
family for delightful meals and conversation? 
—Deuteronomy 22:8; Nehemiah 8:16.
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best years of their life learning about a few 
types of animals or just one species or breed. 
In contrast, think what you will be able to 
learn when animals are not dominated by 
fear of humans. Then you will be able to ap­
proach even birds and tiny creatures whose 
habitat is the forest or jungle—yes, observe, 
learn from, and enjoy them. (Job 12:7-9) You 
will be able to do so safely, free of danger 
from man or animal. Jehovah says: "They will 
do no harm nor cause any ruin in all my holy 
mountain." What a change that will be from 
what we see and experience today!

19 As mentioned earlier, humans are unable 
to foretell the future accurately, despite wide­
spread concerns related to a new millennium. 
That leaves many frustrated, confused, or in 
despair. Peter Emberley, director at a Canadi­
an university, wrote: "Many [adults] are final­
ly confronting primary questions of exis­
tence. Who am I? What am I truly striving 
for? What is the legacy I leave for the next 
generation? They are struggling at mid-life to 
achieve order and meaning in their lives."

20 You can understand why that is the case 
with many. They may seek to enjoy life 
through hobbies or exciting forms of recre­
ation. Yet, they do not know what the future

19, 20. Why are God's people quite different from 
most people today?

How Would You Answer?
• W h y  can w e  conc lude th a t Isaiah  

6 6 :2 2 -2 4  fo re te lls  w h a t ye t lies 
ahead?

• W h a t do you espec ia lly  look fo rw a rd  
to  am o ng  th e  th in g s  m e n tio n e d  in  
th e  p rophec ies a t Isa iah 6 6 :2 2 -2 4  and  
Isa iah 6 5 :2 0 -2 5 ?

• W h a t rea sons do you have fo r  be ing  
c o n fid e n t a b o u t y o u r fu tu re ?

holds, so life may lack significance, order, or 
real meaning. Now contrast that with your 
view of life, in the light of what we have con­
sidered. You know that in Jehovah's promised 
new heavens and new earth, we will be able 
to look about and say from our heart, Truly, 
God has made all things new!' How we will 
enjoy that!

21 It is not presumptuous to imagine living 
in God's new world. He invites, even urges, 
us to worship him in truth now and to qual­
ify for life when 'they will do no harm nor 
cause any ruin in all his holy mountain.' (Isa­
iah 65:25) Were you aware, though, that Isa­
iah earlier made a similar comment and that 
he included an element that is crucial to our 
truly enjoying the new world? Isaiah 11:9 
says: "They will not do any harm or cause any 
ruin in all my holy mountain; because the 
earth will certainly be filled with the knowl­
edge of Jehovah as the waters are covering the 
very sea."

22 "The knowledge of Jehovah." When God 
makes all things new, earth's inhabitants will 
have accurate knowledge of him and of his 
will. That will involve much more than learn­
ing from animal creation. His inspired Word 
is involved. For example, reflect on how 
much we have seen from examining just the 
four prophecies that mention "new heavens 
and a new earth." (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pe­
ter 3:13; Revelation 21:1) You have good rea­
son for reading the Bible daily. Is that a fea­
ture of your routine? If not, what adjustments 
can you make so that each day you will read 
some of what God has to say? You will find 
that beyond looking forward to enjoying the 
new world, you will receive increased enjoy­
ment right now, even as the psalmist did. 
—Psalm 1:1, 2.

21. What common element do we find at Isaiah 
65:25 and Isaiah 11:9?
22. Our consideration of four Bible prophecies 
should reinforce our determination to do what?
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Are You 

RECOMMENDING 
YOURSELF

to Others?

T don't care what other people think!' 
In a m oment o f anger or frustration, 

perhaps you have found yourself 
making this bold assertion. 

But once the surge o f bravado has 
ebbed, you may give way to a 

feeling o f anxious concern. Why? 
Because most o f us really do care 

about what others think o f us.

INDEED, we should care about the feel­
ings of others. Especially must we as Chris­

tians, ordained ministers of Jehovah God, have 
a healthy concern about how others view us. 
After all, we are "a theatrical spectacle to the 
world." (1 Corinthians 4:9) At 2 Corinthians 6: 
3, 4, we find the apostle Paul's sound counsel: 
"In no way are we giving any cause for stum­
bling, that our ministry might not be found 
fault with; but in every way we recommend 
ourselves as God's ministers."

What, though, does it mean to recommend 
ourselves to others? Does it mean to promote 
ourselves or to call undue attention to our­
selves and our abilities? No. But it does call for 
applying the words of 1 Peter 2:12: "Maintain 
your conduct fine among the nations, that . . .  
they may as a result of your fine works of which 
they are eyewitnesses glorify God." Christians 
recommend themselves by letting their con­
duct speak for itself! Ultimately, this brings 
praise, not to us, but to God. Nevertheless, our 
recommending ourselves to others may also 
have personal benefits. Let us examine three 
areas in which this might prove true for you.

As a Potential Marriage Mate
Take, for example, the matter of marriage. It 

is a gift from Jehovah God, the one "to whom

M any p arents w isely  
inq u ire  a b o u t the  

reputation o f  so m e o n e  
their son o r d a u g h te r is 

interested in  m a rry in g
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every family in heaven and on earth owes its 
name." (Ephesians 3:15) Perhaps it is your de­
sire to marry some day. If so, to what ex­
tent are you recommending yourself as a po­
tential marriage partner? Yes, what reputation 
have you made for yourself as a single Chris­
tian man or woman?

In some lands this is of great concern to 
families. In Ghana, for example, when two 
persons wish to marry each other, it is the 
tradition for the prospective couple to inform 
their parents. These, in turn, inform other 
family members. The man's family then sets 
about ascertaining the woman's reputation in 
the neighborhood. When the parents are con­
vinced of the woman's suitability, they will 
inform the woman's family of their son's in­
tention to marry the daughter. The woman's 
family now checks the reputation of the man 
before consenting to the marriage. A Gha­
naian adage thus says, "Ask those who should 
know before you enter into marriage."

What about Western lands, where individ­
uals are generally allowed to select their own 
marriage mates? Even there, a mature Chris­
tian man or woman would be wise to seek a 
candid recommendation from those who 
know a potential mate well, such as par­
ents or mature friends. According to the book 
The Secret o f  Family Happiness, a young wom­
an might ask: " 'What kind of reputation does 
this man have? Who are his friends? Does 
he display self-control? How does he treat el­
derly persons? What kind of family does he 
come from? How does he interact with them? 
What is his attitude toward money? Does he 
abuse alcoholic beverages? Is he temperamen­
tal, even violent? What congregation responsi­
bilities does he have, and how does he handle 
them? Could I deeply respect him?'—Leviticus 
19:32; Proverbs 22:29; 31:23; Ephesians 5:3-5, 
33; 1 Timothy 5:8; 6:10; Titus 2:6, 7."*

* Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci­
ety of New York, Inc.
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A man would likewise want to inquire about 
any Christian woman he is considering marry­
ing. According to the Bible, Boaz took such an 
interest in Ruth, the woman he later married. 
When Ruth asked: "How is it I have found fa­
vor in your eyes so that I am taken notice of, 
when I am a foreigner?" Boaz said: "The re­
port was fully made to me of all that you have 
done." (Ruth 2:10-12) Yes, not only did Boaz 
personally observe that Ruth was a loyal, dedi­
cated, and hardworking woman but he also re­
ceived favorable comments from others.

Similarly, your conduct will have a bearing 
on whether others view you as a suitable mar­
riage mate. Just how are you recommending 
yourself to others in this regard?

As an Employee
The workplace is another area where main­

taining good conduct can work to your bene­
fit. Competition for jobs may be intense. 
Employees who are known for insubordina-

A b ro th er reco m m end s h im se lf for 
priv ileges o f  service  by being  
considerate  o f others



tion, habitual lateness, and dishonesty are of­
ten fired. Companies may also lay off expe­
rienced employees so as to cut costs. When 
unemployed ones seek new jobs, they may 
find that companies will check with their pre­
vious employers to ascertain their work hab­
its, attitude, and experience. Many Christians 
have successfully recommended themselves to 
employers by their respectful behavior, mod­
est attire, pleasant demeanor, and outstanding 
Christian qualities.

Honesty is such a quality—one that is giv­
en high priority by many employers. Like the 
apostle Paul, we want to "conduct ourselves 
honestly in all things." (Hebrews 13:18) In one 
mining company in Ghana, pilfering was re­
ported. The supervisor at the treatment plant, 
a Witness, retained his job while others were 
fired. Why? The management had observed 
his honesty over the years. His hard work and 
respect for authority were also well-known. 
Yes, his upright conduct saved his job!

What are some other things a Christian can 
do to recommend himself in the job market? 
Learn to be skilled at whatever job you are giv­
en. (Proverbs 22:29) Work diligently and con­
scientiously. (Proverbs 10:4; 13:4) Treat your 
employer and work supervisor with respect. 
(Ephesians 6:5) Punctuality, honesty, efficien­
cy, and hard work are qualities employers es­
teem, and those qualities can help you to find 
employment even when jobs are scarce.

Congregation Privileges
Now more than ever, mature men are need­

ed to take the lead in the Christian congre­
gation. The reason? Isaiah prophesied: "Make 
the place of your tent more spacious. And let 
them stretch out the tent cloths of your grand 
tabernacle." (Isaiah 54:2) In fulfillment of this 
prophecy, Jehovah's worldwide congregation 
keeps on experiencing growth.

So if you are a Christian man, how can you 
recommend yourself as one qualified to serve

in an appointed capacity? Consider the exam­
ple of the young man Timothy. Luke re­
ports that Timothy "was well reported on by 
the brothers in Lystra and Iconium." Yes, by 
his fine conduct, this young man had recom­
mended himself to others in two different cit­
ies. Paul therefore invited Timothy to join him 
in the traveling ministry.—Acts 16:1-4.

How can a man today Teach out for an of­
fice of oversight' in an appropriate, godly way? 
Certainly not by campaigning for appoint­
ment but by cultivating the spiritual qualities 
needed for such responsibilities. (1 Timothy 3: 
1-10,12,13; Titus 1:5-9) He can also show that 
he is "desirous of a fine work" by having a full 
share in the preaching and disciple-making 
work. (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) Those who 
recommend themselves as responsible Chris­
tian men take a sincere interest in the wel­
fare of their spiritual brothers. They follow 
the advice of the apostle Paul: "Share with 
the holy ones according to their needs. Follow 
the course of hospitality." (Romans 12:13) By 
doing such things, a Christian man can truly 
'recommend himself as a minister of God.'

At All Times
Recommending ourselves to others does 

not mean putting on a pretense or becom­
ing "men pleasers." (Ephesians 6:6) Ultimate­
ly, it means recommending ourselves to our 
Creator, Jehovah God, by conscientiously fol­
lowing his laws and principles. If you devel­
op your spirituality and strengthen your rela­
tionship with Jehovah God, others will notice 
an improvement in the way you deal with 
your family members, workmates, and fellow 
Christians. They will also observe your stabili­
ty and balance, your good sense of judgment, 
your ability to handle responsibility, and your 
humility. This will earn you their love and re­
spect and, more important, win you the ap­
proval of Jehovah God because you recom­
mend yourself to others!
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Fishing for Men in the Aegean Sea

WIT H  m ainland Greece to  the  n o rth  and 
w est, the  island o f Crete to  the south , 
and Tu rke y  to the  east, the  Aegean Sea 

covers a vast area o f the  eastern M edite rranean. 
Th e  cradle o f som e great early c iv iliza tions, the  
Aegean Sea is studded w ith  islands and islets. 
Th e  rugged o u tlin e s o f the  islands, w hich have 
a sm a tte rin g  o f tiny, w h ite  houses gleam ing in 
th e  su n lig h t, insp ire d  one poet to  liken them  to  
"s to n e  horses w ith  ram pa nt m anes."

L ittle  w o n d e r these islands have become one 
o f the  m ost po pu la r to u r is t  a ttractions in the  
w o rld ! T h e ir  physical beauty is enhanced by the  
s te rlin g  qua litie s o f the  m en and w om en w ho  
live and w o rk  the re . D o w n  to earth  and hosp ita ­
ble, yet independent, these people add a special 
touch to  the  un ique ness o f the  area.

M any o f the  islanders make a liv ing  by fish ­
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ing in the  w ate rs o f the  Aegean Sea. A n o th ­
er kind o f im p o rta n t " f is h in g ,"  how ever, is p ro­
ducing b o u n tifu l re su lts  in th a t area. "F is h e rs  o f 
m e n," evangelizers o f the  good new s o f G od 's  
K ingdom , traverse the  islands o f the  Aegean, 
m aking C hristia n  d isc ip les.— M a tth e w  4 :18 , 19; 
Luke 5:10.

A b o ut 19 centuries ago, C h ristia n  evangelizers  
visited  islands o f the  Aegean. In a b out 56  C .E., 
the  apostle Paul, re tu rn in g  fro m  his th ird  m is­
sionary journey, stopped b rie fly  at the  islands  
o f Lesvos, C hios, Sam os, Kos, and Rhodes. Ever 
a zealous preacher, Paul m u st have preached to  
some o f the  islanders. (Acts 20 :14 , 15, 24; 21 : 
1, 2) Fo llo w in g  h is tw o  years o f im p riso n m e n t in 
Rome, he m ost likely v is ited  Crete and engaged  
in C h ristia n  activity the re . Near the  end o f the  
f i r s t  century, the  apostle John was exiled to  the  
island o f Patm os " fo r  speaking a b out Cod and  
bearing w itn e ss  to  Jesus." (Reve la tion 1 :9 ) H o w  
do m odern-day procla im ers o f the  good news 
fare in these islands?

Rewarding Preaching Campaigns
Preaching in these island g roups is d iffic u lt  

and dem anding. It  requires great e ffo rt and self- 
sacrifice. Som e islands are fa r apart. T ra n sp o rta ­
tio n  by sea o r a ir is random  to  som e o f the m  and 
no nex isten t to  o the rs, especially d u rin g  w in te r­
t im e . T h e  sea can be ro u g h , p a rt ic u la r ly  
w hen the m eltem ia—seasonal s tro n g  n o rth e rn  
w in d s—blow . M oreover, the  v illages on m any o f 
the  islands are isolated and hard to  reach be­
cause the dusty, unpaved roads are o ften  barely  
passable. Som e villages can be reached o n ly  by 
sm all boats.

Take, fo r example, the  island o f Icaria. Th e  11 
p ub lishe rs o f the K ingdom  good news in the  
sm all congregation there  cannot cover all the  v il­
lages on th a t island and the  nearby isle ts. Th u s , 
C hristia n  b ro th e rs and s iste rs fro m  Sam os come 
to help preach to  the  people o f Icaria, as w ell as 
to those on the  islands o f Ph o u rn o i, Patm os, and 
Lipsos. Recently, d u rin g  one such tw o-day cam-
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paign, the  W itn e sse s  w ere able 
to place 65 0  m agazines, 99  b ro ­
chures, and 25  books on Bib le  
topics! Th e y  w ere su rp rise d  to  
m eet people w h o  had no idea 
w h o  Jehovah is, people w h o  
begged them  to  stay and teach 
them  more fro m  the  Bib le . A 
lady to ld one W itn e ss : "W e ll,  
now  you leave. B u t I s till have 
many q ue stio ns on the  B ib le.
W h o  is go ing to  help m e?" Th e  
C hristia n  s is te r p rom ised  to  fo l­
low  up the  in te re st by u sing  the  
te lephone, and she d id s ta rt a 
Bible stud y in th a t way.

W he n  a trave ling  overseer v is ited  Icaria, he ar­
ranged to cover the  e ntire  island in one week­
end. He enlisted the  help o f a b ou t 30  K ingdom  
p ub lishe rs fro m  Sam os. Th e  v is it in g  b ro thers  
had to  pay fo r staying tw o  n ig h ts  at a hotel 
and fo r ren ting  cars and fo ur-w hee l-d rive  veh i­
cles. Th e re  had been tw o  days o f heavy rain, and 
the w eathe r forecast fo r the  weekend was bleak. 
B u t the  b ro thers d id no t let th is  h in d e r them , re­
calling the  w o rd s o f Ecclesiastes 11:4: "H e  th a t 
is w atching the  w in d  w ill no t sow  seed; and he 
th a t is looking at the  clouds w ill n o t reap." Even­
tually, the  w e a the r did im prove s lig h tly , and a f­
te r having covered the  w h o le  island w ith  th e ir  
im p o rta n t message, the  b ro th e rs  re tu rned  home  
happy and sa tisfied .

Th e  16 p u b lish e rs  w h o  live on the  island o f 
A ndros p u t fo rth  great e ffo rt to  cover the  en­
tire  island. W h e n  tw o  b ro th e rs  reached an iso­
lated village, they w ere de te rm ined to preach 
to all the  in h a b ita n ts . Th e y  talked to  people in 
th e ir hom es, on the  stree ts, and in the  fie lds. 
Th e y  even v is ite d  the  police sta tio n  and le ft l it ­
era ture there . C o n fid e n t th a t they had contact­
ed all the  v illa ge rs, they w ere ab out to  leave. 
As they were d e p a rting  fro m  the  central square, 
they saw the  Greek O rth o d o x  p rie s t com ing. 
Realiz ing  th a t he had n o t been given a w itn e ss, 
they offered h im  a sm all pub lica tion , w hich he 
gladly accepted. N o w  the y knew  fo r certain th a t 
no one had been overlooked in th e ir  preaching  
e ffo rts !

Lesvos Is la n d

Gavdos (o r C auda)—an is le t u n d e r the  belly o f 
Crete w ith  on ly  38 in h a b ita n ts—is considered to  
be the  so u th e rn m o st p o in t o f Europe. (Acts 27: 
16) A trave ling  overseer and his w ife , a long w ith  
a n o th e r m a rrie d  c oup le , sp e n t th re e  days 
preaching there . To  save on expenses, they slep t 
in a te n t. A ll the  in h a b ita n ts  w ere reached w ith  
the  good news, and the  b ro th e rs  w ere d e lig h t­
ed th a t people the re  w ere n o t prejud iced. Th e y  
had heard n o th in g —good o r bad—a b out Jeho­
vah's W itn e sse s. Th e  local people, inc lud ing  the  
priest, accepted 19 books and 13 brochures. As 
the  W itn e sse s w ere re tu rn in g  to  Crete in a sm all 
boat, the  sea became tu rb u le n t, p u ttin g  th e ir  
lives at risk. "W e  thanked Jehovah th a t we got 
home alive, b u t we also g lo rifie d  h im  fo r le tting  
us h o nor his name at th is  so u th e rn m o st p o in t o f 
Eu ro p e ," they said.

Patm os is the  island w he re  the  apostle John 
w ro te  the  last book o f the  B ib le, Revelation. U n ­
til recently there  was no W itn e ss  o f Jehovah 
on Patm os. A preaching cam paign on th a t is­
land was carefully o rganized  by the  b ro th e rs  
from  Sam os. Th e y  knew  th a t they could expect 
fierce o p p o sition  because the  island is a s tro n g ­
hold o f the  Greek O rth o d o x  C hurch. Tw o  s is ­
te rs w h o  were p re se nting  the  good new s to  a 
lady w ere invited in to  her hom e. Th e  lady 's h u s­
band p e rsiste n tly  asked w h o  had se n t the  s is ­
te rs to  th e ir  house. W h e n  they explained th a t
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The is la n d  o f  Pa tm os

they w ere v is it in g  every house, he asked again: 
"A re  you sure  th a t som e ne ig hb o r did no t send 
you he re ?" Th e  w ife , w h o  had come to know  
ab out Jehovah's W itn e sse s  w h ile  in Za ire , later 
explained to  the  s is te rs  w h a t had happened th a t 
m o rn in g . She said: " I  was praying to Jehovah, 
as I d id on o th e r days, th a t he send some W it ­
nesses to  the  island . M y husband laughed at 
me. W h e n  I saw you at the  door, I was su r­
p rised and so was my husband . T h a t is w hy he 
kept asking w h o  se n t you to  o u r ho m e ." A B i­
ble s tu d y  was im m ed ia te ly sta rted  w ith  the lady. 
Th e  s tu d y  was conducted over the  te lephone fo r 
ten m o n th s, a ltho ug h  th is  cost 
a lo t o f m oney both fo r the  s is­
te r and the  in terested w om an.
She was baptized and is now  
the  o n ly  W itn e ss  on th a t island  
w he re  the  apostle John was 
iso lated 1 ,900  years ago.

"Fishing" in Ports
C ruise  line rs stop at the  n u ­

m erous p o rts o f the  Aegean is­
lands every sum m er, b rin g in g  
lo a d s o f v is i t in g  v a c a tio n ­
ers. T h u s , Jehovah's W itn e s s ­
es have a u n iq u e  o p p o rtu n i­
ty  to  reach p e o p le  o f m a ny  
nations and tongues. Th e  con­
g re g a tio n s  keep in  stock B i­

ble lite ra tu re  in  m any d iffe re n t  
languages, and th e  p u b lish e rs  
place th o u sa n d s  o f m aga zines  
w ith  to u ris ts . Som e cruise sh ip s  
v is it  the  same p o rts  each week, 
w h ic h  a ffo rd s th e  b ro th e rs  ex­
cellent o p p o rtu n itie s  to  make re­
tu rn  v is its  and even to  conduct 
Bib le  s tu d ie s w ith  som e o f th e  
sh ip s ' crew m em bers.

In the  su m m e r o f 1996, a s is­
te r w h o  is a fu ll- tim e  preacher 
on Rhodes w itnesse d  to  a young  
Jamaican man w h o  w orked on a 
cruise lin e r th a t v is ite d  th a t p o rt 
every Friday. Th e  next Friday the  

man was invited to attend a d is tric t convention  
to be held on the  island. En g lish  B ib le  in hand, 
the p ioneer s is te r helped h im  to  und e rsta nd  
some o f the  B ib le  tru th s  presented on the  p ro ­
gram . Th e  young man was deeply im pressed by 
the  love and w a rm th  show n by the  W itn e sse s  
at the  convention. Th e  fo llo w in g  Friday, he in ­
vited tw o  p ioneers onto  the  sh ip . Th e  p ioneers 
took w ith  them  lite ra tu re  in En g lish  and Spa n ish . 
T h e ir  w itn e ss in g  bags were em ptied in less than  
an h o u r! Th e  young Jamaican stud ied  the  Bib le  
every Friday u n til the  end o f sum m er. Th e  next 
sum m e r he was back, ready to resum e his study.

The is la n d  o f  Crete
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T h is  tim e , th o u g h , he decided to  change his job  
in o rd e r to  be able to  make sp iritu a l p rogress. 
Th e n  o ff he w e n t again. H o w  happy the  b ro thers  
in Rhodes w ere to  learn th a t th is  young man was 
baptized in early 1998!

Catching Migratory "Fish"
Th e  Aegean Sea is renow ned fo r its ab unda nt 

m ig ra to ry  fish , such as sa rd ines and sw o rd fish , 
th a t cross its w ate rs and end up in the  nets o f 
skilled fish e rm e n . In a s im ila r m anner, K ingdom  
evangelizers fin d  many receptive hearts am ong  
im m ig ra n t w orkers w h o  have moved to Greece 
from  many Eastern European c ountries.

Rezi was ten years old w h e n  she f i r s t  read 
about Jehovah and his purposes in the  pages o f 
The W otchtow er and Awake! T h a t was in A lba­
nia. Th re e  years la ter she moved w ith  her fa m i­
ly to the island o f Rhodes. O ne day, Rezi prayed 
to Jehovah to help her fin d  h is people in her 
new  hom e. Th e  next day her fa th e r came home  
w ith  those  fa m ilia r m agazines, The W atchtow er 
and Awake!, m uch to R e zi's  joy. Rezi came in 
contact w ith  the s is te r w h o  had given the m ag­
azines to  her fa ther, and soon she sta rted  
stud y ing  from  the  book Knowledge Th a t Leads to 
Everlasting  Life. A t tim e s, she asked to have 
a stud y  th ree  tim e s d u rin g  the  same day! A f­
te r tw o  m o n th s she became an 
unbaptized pub lishe r, and in 
March 1998, she was baptized  
at the age o f 14. T h a t same  
day, she sta rted  aux ilia ry  p io­
neering, and six m o n th s la ter 
she enro lled as a reg u la r p io­
neer, o r fu ll- tim e  m in iste r.

A b ro th e r on the  island o f 
Kos was stu d y in g  w ith  som e  
people from  Russia . W h e n  he 
asked them  if they had any 
f r ie n d s  w h o  w o u ld  like  to  
stu d y  the  Bible, they led h im  
to  an A rm enian couple— Leo n i­
das and his w ife , O p he lia —in a 
village som e 2 0  m iles away. A 
su rp rise  awaited the  b ro th e rs.
Th e  A rm enian couple b ro u g h t 
o u t a bag fu ll o f A rm enia n  and

Russian Bib le  lite ra tu re  p ub lished  by the  W atch  
To w e r Society! Th e y  explained th a t they had 
stud ied  the  B ib le  w ith  Jehovah's W itn e sse s  and 
had progressed to the  p o in t o f becom ing unbap­
tize d  p ub lish e rs . Because o f political upheaval 
and economic d iffic u ltie s , they had to leave th e ir  
hom eland. As soon as they arrived in Kos, they  
sta rted  s tu d y in g  w ith  Leon id as' m o th e r and s is­
ter, w h o  were already the re . All o f a sudden, the  
W itn e ss  had three  new  Bib le  s tud ies to  conduct 
—one w ith  O phelia , one w ith  Leonidas, and one 
w ith  h is m othe r and siste r. T h is  required  trav­
eling on a motorcycle 2 0  m iles each way three  
tim es a week. Leonidas and his w ife  go t bap­
tize d  som e m o n th s later. W h a t a reward fo r the  
self-sacrific ing s p ir it  o f the  local b ro th e rs !

Jehovah Makes It Grow
Jehovah's b lessing is e v ide nt upon the  tire less  

e ffo rts  o f the  over 2 ,0 0 0  active K ingdom  pro­
c la im ed on these Aegean islands. N ow  the re  are 
44  congregations and 25  g ro up s o f Jehovah's 
W itn e sse s there . O f the  g ro up s, 17 are in fo re ign  
languages, since it  is Jehovah's w ill th a t "a ll so rts  
o f men shou ld  be saved and come to an accu­
rate knowledge o f t ru th . "  (1 T im o th y  2 :4 ) A dd i­
tiona lly , 13 special p ioneers are p u ttin g  fo rth  in ­
creased e ffo rts  to  reach m any m ore in those  

iso lated te rr ito rie s .

F o r  c e n tu r ie s  th e  A e g e ­
an Sea has been a c e n te r  
o f c u ltu ra l d e ve lo p m e n t and  
com mercial tra d in g . In recent 
de c a d es i t  has becom e th e  
pre fe rred re so rt fo r hun d re d s  
o f th o u sa n d s  o f to u r is ts .  B u t  
m ore im p o rta n t, as " f ish e rs  o f 
m e n ,"  K in g d o m  p ro c la im e rs  
have fo u n d  on th e se  is la n d s  
m any h o n e s th e a rte d  people  
eager to  p ra ise  Jehovah. T o ­
ge the r, th e y  have respo nde d  
in a grand way to the  p ro p he t­
ic in v ita tio n : " L e t  the m  a ttr ib ­
ute  to  Jehovah g lo ry , and in  
the  island s let the m  te ll fo rth  
even h is p ra ise ."— Isaiah 42 :12 .
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You View  
Violent 
Ones as 
God 
Does?

Alinari/Art Resource, NY

f  # t
m  ■

People  have lon g

ADMIRED AND HONORED 
MIGHTY MEN, THOSE 
DISPLAYING GREAT PHYSICAL 
STRENGTH AND BRAVERY. 
ONE SUCH WAS A 
MYTHOLOGICAL HERO OF 
ANCIENT GREECE, HERACLES, 
OR HERCULES, AS HE WAS 
KNOWN TO THE ROMANS.
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HERACLES was a superhero of great fame, 
the mightiest of fighters. According to 

legend, he was a demigod, the child of 
the Greek god Zeus, and Alcmene, a human 
mother. His exploits began while he was yet 
a babe in the cradle. When a jealous goddess 
sent two huge serpents to kill him, Heracles 
strangled them. In later life he fought battles, 
vanquished monsters, and struggled with 
death to save a friend. He also destroyed cit­
ies, raped women, flung a boy from a tower, 
and killed his wife and children.

Though not a real person, from remote 
times the mythical Heracles figured in stories 
of the ancient lands known to the Greeks. 
The Romans worshiped him as a god; mer­
chants and travelers prayed to him for pros­
perity and protection from danger. Stories 
about his exploits have fascinated people for 
thousands of years.

The Origin of the Legend
Do the stories of Heracles and other myth­

ological heroes have a basis in reality? In a 
sense, they may. The Bible tells of a time, ear­
ly in human history, when "gods" and "demi­
gods" really did walk the earth.

Describing that era, Moses wrote: "Now it 
came about that when men started to grow 
in numbers on the surface of the ground and 
daughters were born to them, then the sons 
of the true God began to notice the daugh­
ters of men, that they were good-looking; and 
they went taking wives for themselves, name­
ly, all whom they chose."—Genesis 6:1, 2.

Those "sons of the true God" were not hu­
mans; they were angelic sons of God. (Com­
pare Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:4, 7.) The Bible writer 
Jude relates that some angels "did not keep 
their original position but forsook their own 
proper dwelling place." (Jude 6) In other 
words, they left their assigned place in God's 
heavenly organization because they preferred 
to live with beautiful women on earth. Jude

adds that these rebellious angels were like the 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah, who 'com­
mitted fornication excessively and went out 
after flesh for unnatural use.'—Jude 7.

The Bible does not provide full details 
about the activities of these disobedient an­
gels. However, ancient legends of Greece and 
elsewhere paint a picture of numerous gods 
and goddesses that moved among human­
ity, either visibly or invisibly. W hen tak­
ing human form, they had great beauty. 
They ate, drank, slept, and had sexual inter­
course among themselves and with humans. 
Though supposedly holy and immortal, they 
lied and deceived, quarreled and fought, se­
duced and raped. Such m ythological ac­
counts may reflect, though in an embellished 
and distorted form, the actual pre-Flood 
conditions mentioned in the Bible book of 
Genesis.

Mighty Ones of Old, Men of Fame
The disobedient materialized angels had 

sexual relations with women, and the wom­
en bore children. These were not ordinary 
children. They were Nephilim, half human 
and half angel. The Bible account says: "The 
Nephilim proved to be in the earth in those 
days, and also after that, when the sons of 
the true God continued to have relations with 
the daughters of men and they bore sons to 
them, they were the mighty ones who were of 
old, the men of fame."—Genesis 6:4.

The Hebrew word "nephilim" literally 
means "fellers," those who fell others, or 
who cause others to fall, through violent 
acts. Thus, it is not surprising that the Bible 
account adds: "The earth became filled 
with violence." (Genesis 6:11) The mytholog­
ical demigods, such as Heracles and the Bab­
ylonian hero Gilgamesh, strongly resemble 
Nephilim.

Notice that the Nephilim were called
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"mighty ones" and "men of fame." Unlike 
the righteous man Noah, who lived in the 
same period, the Nephilim were not interest­
ed in promoting the fame of Jehovah. They 
were interested in their own fame, glory, and 
reputation. Through mighty acts, which un­
doubtedly involved violence and bloodshed, 
they earned the fame they craved from the 
ungodly world around them. They were the 
superheroes of their day—feared, respected, 
and seemingly invincible.

While the Nephilim and their debased an­
gelic fathers may have enjoyed fame in the 
eyes of their contemporaries, they certain­
ly were not famous in God's sight. Their way 
of life was detestable. Consequently, God act­
ed against the fallen angels. The apostle Peter 
wrote: "God did not hold back from punish­
ing the angels that sinned, but, by throwing 
them into Tartarus, delivered them to pits of 
dense darkness to be reserved for judgment; 
and he did not hold back from punishing 
an ancient world, but kept Noah, a preacher 
of righteousness, safe with seven others when 
he brought a deluge upon a world of ungodly 
people."—2 Peter 2:4, 5.

At the global Flood, the rebellious angels 
dematerialized and returned in disgrace to 
the spirit realm. God punished them by pro­
hibiting them from again materializing hu­
man bodies. The Nephilim, the superhuman 
offspring of the disobedient angels, all per­

I n O u r  N e x t  I s s u e

Firm ly Uphold Godly Teaching

Joyful Weddings Th a t Honor jehovah

Jehovah Is Greater Than O ur Hearts

ished. Only Noah and his small family sur­
vived the Deluge.

Men of Fame Today
Today, gods and demigods no longer walk 

the earth. Nevertheless, violence abounds. 
Today's men of fame are glorified in books, 
movies, television, and music. Far be it from 
them to turn the other cheek, to love their 
enemies, to seek peace, to forgive, or to walk 
away from violence. (Matthew 5:39, 44; Ro­
mans 12:17; Ephesians 4:32; 1 Peter 3:11) In­
stead, modern-day mighty ones are admired 
for their strength and for their ability to fight, 
to avenge themselves, and to counter vio­
lence with superior violence.*

God's view of such ones has not changed 
since the days of Noah. Jehovah does not ad­
mire lovers of violence, nor is he entertained 
by their exploits. The psalmist sang: "Jehovah 
himself examines the righteous one as well as 
the wicked one, and anyone loving violence 
His soul certainly hates."—Psalm 11:5.

A Different Kind of Strength
Standing in direct contrast with the mighty 

men of violence is the most famous human 
who ever lived, Jesus Christ, a man of peace. 
While on earth he did "no violence." (Isaiah 
53:9) When his enemies came to arrest him 
in the garden of Gethsemane, his followers 
had some swords. (Luke 22:38, 47-51) They 
could have formed a fighting mob to try to 
prevent him from being delivered up to the 
Jews.—John 18:36.

In fact, the apostle Peter drew his sword to 
defend Jesus, but Jesus said to him: "Return 
your sword to its place, for all those who 
take the sword will perish by the sword." 
(Matthew 26:51, 52) Yes, violence begets vio­
lence, as human history has repeatedly dem-

* The violent characters in many video games and 
science-fiction movies often reflect these bad, violent 
characteristics more intensely.
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onstrated. Apart from the opportunity to 
defend himself with weapons, Jesus had an­
other means of defense. He next said to Peter: 
"Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Fa­
ther to supply me at this moment more than 
twelve legions of angels?"—Matthew 26:53.

Rather than resorting to violence or angelic 
protection, Jesus allowed himself to be seized 
by those who killed him. Why? One reason 
was that he knew that the time had not yet 
arrived for his heavenly Father to end wrong­
doing on earth. Instead of taking matters into 
his own hands, Jesus trusted in Jehovah.

This was not a position of weakness but 
one of great inner strength. Jesus demonstrat­
ed strong faith that Jehovah would put mat­
ters right in His own time and way. Be­
cause of his obedience, Jesus was exalted 
to a position of fame second only to Jeho­
vah himself. The apostle Paul wrote concern­
ing Jesus: "He humbled himself and became 
obedient as far as death, yes, death on a tor­
ture stake. For this very reason also God ex­
alted him to a superior position and kindly 
gave him the name that is above every other 
name, so that in the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend of those in heaven and those on 
earth and those under the ground, and every 
tongue should openly acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 
—Philippians 2:8-11.

God's Promise to End Violence
True Christians pattern their lives after the 

example and teachings of Jesus. They do not 
admire or imitate the worldly men of fame 
and violence. They know that in God's due 
time, such ones will be swept away forever, 
just as surely as wicked ones were in the days 
of Noah.

God is the Creator of the earth and of hu­
mankind. He is also the rightful Sovereign. 
(Revelation 4:11) If a human judge has le­
gal authority to render judicial decisions, God

has even more authority to do so. His respect 
for his own righteous principles, as well as his 
love for those who love him, will compel him 
to end all wickedness and those practicing it. 
-M atthew 13:41, 42; Luke 17:26-30.

This will lead to enduring peace on earth, 
peace solidly founded on justice and righ­
teousness. This was foretold in the well- 
known prophecy concerning Jesus Christ:

MODERN-DAY MIGHTY ONES 

ARE ADMIRED FOR THEIR 

STRENGTH AND FOR THEIR 

ABILITY TO COUNTER VIOLENCE 

WITH SUPERVIOLENCE

"There has been a child born to us, there 
has been a son given to us; and the princely 
rule will come to be upon his shoulder. And 
his name will be called Wonderful Counsel­
or, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace. To the abundance of the princely rule 
and to peace there will be no end, upon the 
throne of David and upon his kingdom in or­
der to establish it firmly and to sustain it by 
means of justice and by means of righteous­
ness, from now on and to time indefinite. The 
very zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this." 
—Isaiah 9:6, 7.

For good reason, then, Christians heed the 
inspired counsel of long ago: "Do not be­
com e envious o f the m an o f violence, 
nor choose any of his ways. For the devi­
ous person is a detestable thing to Jehovah, 
but His intimacy is with the upright ones." 
—Proverbs 3:31, 32.

THE WATCHTOWER • APRIL 15, 2000 29



Do You Remember?

Have you appreciated reading the recent issues of The Watchtower? 
W ell, see if you can answer the fo llow ing questions:

• What eased the way for Christmas to be adopted 
in Korea?
There was an old belief in Korea and some other 
lands about a god of the kitchen who was thought to 
come through the chimney and bring gifts in Decem­
ber. Also, after W orld War II, U.S. soldiers distributed 
gifts and aid at local churches.—12/15, pages 4, 5.

• In fulfillment of Isaiah 21:8, what "watchman" 
has God had in our time?
Spirit-anointed Christians, serving as a watchman 
class, have alerted people to the meaning of world 
events that fu lfill Bible prophecy. They have also 
helped Bible students to identify and avoid unscrip- 
tural doctrines and practices.—1/1, pages 8, 9.
• Who were the "Polish Brethren"?
They were a small religious group in the 16th and 
17th centuries in Poland who encouraged adherence 
to the Bible and therefore rejected prevailing church 
doctrines, such as the Trin ity , infant baptism, and 
hellfire. In time, they were severely persecuted and 
forced to scatter into other lands.—1/1, pages 21-3.

• Why are Bible prophecies rather than predic­
tions by futurologists or astrologers to be trusted?
Human would-be prophets prove to be unreliable be­
cause they ignore jehovah and the Bible. Only Bible 
prophecies can help you to know how events fit  into 
God's purpose, benefiting yourself and your family 
lastingly.—1/15, page 3.

• What are some lines of evidence proving that we 
are living in the last days?
We can see the effects of the ouster of Satan from  
heaven. (Revelation 12:9) We live in the time of 
the final "k ing " mentioned at Revelation 17:9-11. 
The  number of genuine anointed Christians is dw in­
dling, yet it seems that some of them will still 
be on earth when the great tribulation begins.—1 /15, 
pages 12,13.

• When was the book of Habakkuk written, and 
why should we be interested in it?
Th is  Bible book was written about 628 B.C.E. It con­
tains Jehovah's judgment against ancient judah and 
against Babylon. It also addresses the divine judg­
ment soon to come on the present wicked system. 
—2/1, page 8.

• Where in the Bible can we find a mother's wise 
counsel for capable wives?
The final chapter of the book of Proverbs, chap­
ter 31, is an excellent source of such counsel.—2/1, 
pages 30, 31.

• Why can we be grateful that Jehovah has re­
vealed "the mind of Christ" to us? (1 Corinthians 
2:16)
By means of the Gospel record, Jehovah has enabled 
us to learn of Jesus' thoughts, feelings, activities, and 
priorities. Th is  can help us to be more like Jesus, 
especially in the emphasis we put on the lifesaving 
preaching work.—2/15, page 25.

• Does God answer prayers today?
Yes. Though the Bible shows that God does not an­
swer all prayers, modern-day experiences prove that 
he has often responded to people who have prayed 
for comfort and help in such matters as resolving 
marital problems.—3/1, pages 3-7.

• What can we do to draw on God's strength?
We can ask for it in prayer, draw on the Bible fo r sp iri­
tual strength, and be strengthened through Christian 
association.—3/1, pages 15,16.

• How can parents help their children to benefit 
more from Christian meetings?
They can help the ir children to remain awake, per­
haps having them take a nap beforehand. Children 
can be encouraged to take "notes," such as by mark­
ing a paper each time familiar words or names are 
used.—3/15, pages 17,18.

• What are some things that we can learn from 
Job's example?
Job put his relationship w ith God first, was ju st in 
dealing w ith fellow humans, strove to be loyal to his 
marriage mate, showed concern for the spirituality of 
his family, and endured fa ithfully under test.—3/15, 
pages 25-7.

• Does the Bible contain a hidden code that gives 
insight into encrypted messages?
No. Claims about a supposed hidden code could 
equally be made about certain secular books. Sup­
posed codes in the Bible would be rendered point­
less by variations in spelling in Hebrew manuscripts. 
—4/1, pages 30, 31.
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Questions From Readers

Three of the Gospels relate the complaint 
about Jesus' being anointed with costly oil. 
Did many apostles complain, or was it primar­
ily Judas?

W e find  th is  event related in the  Gospels by 
M atthew , M ark, and John. It seems th a t Judas 
took the lead in com pla in ing , w ith  at least some  
o th e r apostles the n  agreeing w ith  h im . T h is  inci­
d e n t illu stra te s w h y  we can be thank fu l fo r 
having fo u r Gospel accounts. W h a t each w r it ­
er penned was accurate, b u t no t all provide the  
same details. By com paring parallel accounts, we 
gain a fu lle r, more detailed v iew  o f many events.

Th e  account at M a tth e w  26:6-13 gives the lo­
cation—the house o f S im o n  the  leper, in Betha­
ny—b u t does no t name the  w om an w ho  began 
p o uring  perfum ed oil on Jesus' head. M a tthe w  
notes: "O n  seeing th is  the disciples became in ­
d ig n a n t" and com plained th a t the  oil could have 
been sold and the  fu n d s given to the poor.

M ark 's account includes m ost o f those details. 
B u t he adds th a t she broke open the  container. 
It held perfum ed oil th a t was "g e n u in e  n a rd ," 
such as may have been im p orte d  fro m  India. As 
to the com plaint, M ark re p o rts th a t "th e re  were  
some expressing in d ig n a tio n ," and "the y  were  
feeling great d isp leasure  at he r." (M a rk  14:3-9) 
So the tw o  accounts sho w  th a t m ore than one 
apostle was involved in the  com pla in ing . H ow  
did it s ta rt tho ug h?

John, w h o  was an eyew itness, added p e rtin e n t

deta ils. He nam es the  w o m a n — M ary, s is te r o f 
M artha  and Lazarus. John provided also th is  de­
ta il, w hich we can take as com plem entary ra th ­
er than contrad ictory: "S h e  greased the  feet o f 
Jesus and w iped his feet d ry  w ith  her h a ir." Com ­
b in ing  the accounts, we can see th a t M ary m ust 
have p u t the  o il, w hich John c onfirm s was "g e n ­
uine n a rd ," on Jesus' head and feet. John was 
very close to Jesus and was inclined to be in d ig ­
nant over s lig h ts  to  H im . W e read: "Judas Iscari­
ot, one o f his disciples, w h o  was ab out to  betray 
him , said: 'W h y  was it th is  pe rfum ed oil was no t 
sold fo r th ree  hundred denarii and given to the  
poor p e o p le ? '"—John 12:2-8.

O f course, Judas was "o n e  o f h is d isc ip les," b u t 
you can sense John's in d ig n a tio n  th a t som eone  
in th is  p o sitio n  was p la n n in g  on betraying Je­
sus. T ra n s la to r D r. C. How ard M atheny observed  
about John 12:4: " T h e  p resent partic ip le 'be ing  
a b out' [or, "w a s about to " ]  and the  present in ­
fin itive  'to  be be tray ing ' [or, "w a s about to  be­
tra y "] both express linear o r c on tinuous action. 
T h is  show s th a t the betrayal o f Jesus by Judas was 
no t a m om enta ry  action done on the  sp u r o f the  
m om ent fo r it  was th o u g h t ab out and planned  
d u rin g  many days." John added the  in s ig h t th a t 
Judas c om p la ined  " n o t  because he w as con­
cerned a b out the  poor, b u t because he was a 
th ie f and had the  m oney box and used to carry 
o ff the m onies p u t in i t . "

I t  th u s  se e m s lo g ic a l th a t  th e  th ie f  Ju ­
das in it ia te d  th e  c o m p la in ­
ing because he w o u ld  have 
m ore to  steal if the  costly oil 
were sold and the fu n d s p u t 
in the  m oney box th a t he car­
ried . Once Judas raised th is  
com pla in t, som e o th e r apos­
tles may have m u rm u re d  as­
se n t at w h a t seem ed a va l­
id p o in t. Judas, however, was 
th e  m a in  in s t ig a to r  o f th e  
com pla in t.



Giving That Is Precious 
in Jehovah's Eyes
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The following letter was received by the branch  office 
of Jehovah's Witnesses in M ozam bique:

"I am  a  seven-year-old boy. I  still go  to p rim ary  school. I  am  
sending  this m on ey  I  earn ed  from  raising a  chick. I  so ld  h im  for  
12 ,000  M eticais [$1, U.S.]. I  th an k  Jeh ov ah  for  m akin g  the first 
ch ick  I  ever raised grow into a  rooster. I  w ould  like m y g ift  to b e  
used for  th e  work o f  Jehovah's K ingdom .

"PS: My fa th er  h elp ed  m e write this letter."

Some people associate generosity with 
those who have a surplus of materi­
al things. However, when we read the Bi­
ble's account concerning the widow who 
dropped into the treasury chest "two 
small coins of very little value," we can 
appreciate that generosity is measured, 
not by quantity, but by the proper incli­
nation of the heart—Luke 21:1-4.

Jehovah appreciates every gift, no mat­
ter how small, that stems from a heart 
motivated by love. And he richly blesses 
those who imitate his generosity by giv­
ing of their time, energy, or material re­
sources in behalf of his Kingdom.—Mat­
thew 6:33; Hebrews 6:10.
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