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Why Mankind 
Needs a Helper

/  T  WAS an insolent persecutor/ admitted a formerly proud
X and violent man. He had been an abusive blasphemer 

who had heartlessly harassed and assaulted God-fearing follow­
ers of Jesus Christ. "Nevertheless," he stated gratefully, "I was 
shown mercy." Incredible as it may seem, this rabid persecu­
tor became the faithful Christian apostle Paul.—1 Timothy 1: 
12-16; Acts 9:1-19.

Not everyone has done the sort of things that Paul did. 
Yet, all of us fail to meet God's standards. Why? Because "all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3: 
23) Moreover, it is very easy to sink into a quagmire of despair, 
perhaps feeling that we are too bad to receive God's mercy. 
While contemplating his sinful inclinations, Paul himself ex­
claimed: "Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from 
the body undergoing this death?" Answering his own question, 
he wrote: "Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!"—Ro­
mans 7:24, 25.

How could a righteous Creator have dealings with sinners? 
(Psalm 5:4) Note that Paul said: "Thanks to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord/' Another recipient of God's mercy explained: 
"If anyone does commit a sin, we have a helper with the Fa­
ther, Jesus Christ, a righteous one. And he is a propitiatory sac­
rifice for our sins, yet not for ours only but also for the whole 
world's."—1 John 2:1, 2.

Why is Jesus Christ called "a helper with the Father"? And 
how is Jesus "a propitiatory sacrifice" for sins?

Why a Helper Is Needed
Jesus came to the earth "to give his soul a ransom in ex­

change for many." (Matthew 20:28) A ransom is the price paid 
to buy back, or to bring about the release of, someone or some­
thing. The verb form of the Hebrew word rendered "ransom"
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conveys the idea of covering, or atoning, for 
sins. (Psalm 78:38) The Greek word, such as 
that found at Matthew 20:28, was used partic­
ularly to refer to the price paid to ransom pris­
oners of war or to release slaves. To satisfy the 
demands of justice, one thing is given in ex­
change for another of corresponding value.

Mankind came into slavery because of 
the first man's rebellion against God. As 
shown in Genesis chapter 3, that perfect man 
—Adam—chose to pursue a course of disobe­
dience to Jehovah God. By doing so, he sold 
himself and his yet unborn descendants into 
slavery to sin and death. For himself and all his 
offspring, Adam thus forfeited the gift of per­
fect human life—Romans 5:12,18,19; 7:14.

In ancient Israel, God arranged for animal 
sacrifices to atone for, or cover, the sins of the 
people. (Leviticus 1:4; 4:20, 35) In effect, the 
life of the sacrificial animal was given in place 
of that of the sinner. (Leviticus 17:11) Conse­
quently, "'the day of atonement" could also be 
spoken of as the "day of the ransoms."—Levit­
icus 23:26-28.

Since animals are inferior to man, however, 
it was "not possible for the blood of bulls and 
of goats to take sins away [completely]." (He­
brews 10:1-4) For a sacrifice to have sufficient 
value to atone for, or remove, sins permanent­
ly, it would have to be equal in value to what

Adam forfeited. The scales of justice re­
quired a perfect man (Jesus Christ) 
to counterbalance what another perfect 
man (Adam) had lost. Only a perfect 
human life could pay the ransom price 
to redeem Adam's offspring from the 

enslavement into which their first fa­
ther had sold them. A 'soul for a 
soul' would meet the demands of 
true justice—Exodus 21:23-25. 
When Adam sinned and was sen­

tenced to death, his as yet unborn off­
spring were still in his loins and therefore 

died with him. The perfect man Jesus, "the 
last Adam," willingly did not produce a fami­
ly. (1 Corinthians 15:45) He had unborn off­
spring in his loins when he died as a perfect 
human sacrifice. Therefore, it might be said 
that the potential human race within his loins 
died with him. Jesus took Adam's sinful, dy­
ing family as his own. He gave up the right 
to have a family of his own. By sacrificing his 
perfect human life, Jesus repurchased all man­
kind descended from Adam so that they could 
become His family, making Him their "Eter­
nal Father."—Isaiah 9:6, 7.

Jesus' ransom sacrifice opened the way for 
obedient mankind to receive God's mercy 
and obtain everlasting life. Consequently, the 
apostle Paul wrote: "The wages sin pays is 
death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life 
by Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) We 
cannot help but praise Jehovah for the love 
and compassion associated with the ransom, 
provided at tremendous cost to himself and 
his dearly beloved Son. (John 3:16) And Jesus 
surely proved to be "a helper with the Father" 
when he was resurrected to heavenly life and 
presented the value of his ransom sacrifice to 
God in the heavens.* (Hebrews 9:11, 12, 24; 
1 Peter 3:18) But how is Jesus Christ now prov­
ing to be our helper in heaven?

* See chapters 4 and 7 of the book Knowledge That 
Leads to Everlasting Life, published by the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.
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How Jesus Christ 
Can Help Us

WHAT Jesus Christ did to help people 
when he was on earth was marvelous. 

This was so true that after recounting numer­
ous events of Jesus' life, one eyewitness said: 
"There are, in fact, many other things also 
which Jesus did, which, if ever they were writ­
ten in full detail, I suppose, the world itself 
could not contain the scrolls written." (John 
21:25) Since Jesus did so much on the earth, 
we might ask: 'How can he be our helper 
in heaven? Can we benefit from Jesus' tender 
compassion now?'

The answer is most heartwarming and re­
assuring. The Bible tells us that Christ en­
tered "into heaven itself, now to appear be­
fore the person of God for us." (Hebrews 9:24) 
What did he do for us? The apostle Paul ex­
plains: "[Christ] entered, no, not with the 
blood of goats and of young bulls, but with 
his own blood, once for all time into the 
holy place ["heaven itself"] and obtained an 
everlasting deliverance for us."—Hebrews 9: 
12; 1 John 2:2.

What good news that is! Rather than end­
ing Jesus' wonderful work in behalf of people, 
his ascension to heaven enabled him to do 
even more for mankind. That is because God, 
in his great undeserved kindness, appointed 
Jesus to serve as "a public servant"—a high

priest—"at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens."—Hebrews 8:1, 2.

"A Public Servant"
In heaven, then, Jesus would be a public 

servant for mankind. He would do a work like 
that done by Israel's high priest in behalf of 
God's worshipers in ancient times. And what 
was that work? Paul explains: "Every high 
priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sac­
rifices; wherefore it was necessary for this one 
[the ascended Jesus Christ] also to have some­
thing to offer."—Hebrews 8:3.

Jesus had something to offer that was far su­
perior to what the ancient high priest offered. 
"If the blood of goats and of bulls" could bring 
a measure of spiritual cleanness to ancient Isra­
el, "how much more [would] the blood of the 
Christ. . . cleanse our consciences from dead 
works that we may render sacred service to the 
living God?"—Hebrews 9:13,14.

Jesus is an outstanding public servant, too, 
because he has been granted immortality. In 
ancient Israel "many had to become priests 
in succession because of being prevented by 
death from continuing as such." But what 
about Jesus? Paul writes: "H e. . .  has his priest­
hood without any successors. Consequently 
he is able also to save completely those who
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are approaching God through him, because 
he is always alive to plead for them." (He­
brews 7:23-25; Romans 6:9) Yes, we have at 
God's right hand in heaven a public servant 
who 'is always alive to plead for us.' Just think 
what that means for us now!

When Jesus was on earth, people flocked 
to him for help, and they sometimes traveled 
great distances to avail themselves of his as­
sistance. (Matthew 4:24, 25) In heaven, Jesus 
is readily accessible to people of all nations. 
From his heavenly vantage point, he is always 
available as a public servant.

What Sort of High Priest Is Jesus?
The picture of Jesus Christ painted in the 

Gospel accounts leaves us with no doubt 
about his helpfulness and tender compassion. 
How self-sacrificing he was! On more than 
one occasion, his privacy was interrupted 
when he and his disciples were trying to get 
much-needed rest. Rather than feeling cheat­
ed out of precious moments of peace and 
quiet, "he was moved with pity" for the peo­
ple who sought his assistance. Even when Je­
sus was tired, hungry, and thirsty, "he re­
ceived them kindly" and was willing to forgo 
food if he could help sincere sinners.—Mark 6: 
31-34; Luke 9:11-17; John 4:4-6, 31-34.

Moved with pity, Jesus took practical steps 
to fill people's physical, emotional, and spiri­
tual needs. (Matthew 9:35-38; Mark 6:35-44) 
Furthermore, he taught them to find lasting

I n O u r  N e x t  I s s u e

W h a t  D o  Y o u  K n o w  A b o u t  W itc h c ra ft?

F ig h te rs  A g a in s t  G o d  W i l l  N o t  P re v a il!

D o e s  th e  B ib le  H a ve  a H id d e n  C o d e ?

relief and comfort. (John 4:7-30, 39-42) How 
inviting, for example, is his personal invita­
tion: "Come to me, all you who are toiling 
and loaded down, and I will refresh you. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and 
you will find refreshment for your souls." 
-Matthew 11:28, 29.

Jesus' love for people was so great that he 
ultimately gave his life for sinful mankind. 
(Romans 5:6-8) In this regard the apostle Paul 
reasoned: "He [Jehovah God] who did not 
even spare his own Son but delivered him up 
for us all, why will he not also with him kind­
ly give us all other things? . . . Christ Jesus 
is the one who died, yes, rather the one who 
was raised up from the dead, who is on the 
right hand of God, who also pleads for us." 
—Romans 8:32-34.

A High Priest Who Can Sympathize
As a human, Jesus experienced hunger, 

thirst, tiredness, anguish, pain, and death. 
The stress and pressures that he endured 
equipped him in a very unique way to serve as 
High Priest for suffering mankind. Paul wrote: 
"[Jesus] was obliged to become like his 'broth­
ers' in all respects, that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, in order to offer propitiato­
ry sacrifice for the sins of the people. For in 
that he himself has suffered when being put 
to the test, he is able to come to the aid of 
those who are being put to the test."—He­
brews 2:17,18; 13:8.

Jesus demonstrated that he is qualified and 
willing to help people draw closer to God. 
Does this mean, however, that he has to per­
suade a harsh and unmerciful God who is re­
luctant to forgive? No indeed, for the Bible as­
sures us that "Jehovah [is] good and ready to 
forgive." It also says: "If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and righteous so as to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
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teousness." (Psalm 86:5; 1 John 1:9) Actually, 
Jesus' tender words and deeds reflect his Fa­
ther's own compassion, mercy, and love. 
-Jo h n  5:19; 8:28; 14:9,10.

How does Jesus bring relief to repentant 
sinners? By helping them to find joy and sat­
isfaction in their sincere efforts to please God. 
In writing to fellow anointed Christians, Paul 
summed up the situation by saying: "Seeing,

therefore, that we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold onto our confess­
ing of him. For we have as high priest, not one 
who cannot sympathize with our weakness­
es, but one who has been tested in all respects 
like ourselves, but without sin. Let us, there­
fore, approach with freeness of speech to the 
throne of undeserved kindness, that we may 
obtain mercy and find undeserved kindness 
for help at the right time."—Hebrews 4:14-16.

"Help at the Right Time"
What can we do, though, when confronted 

with problems that we feel are greater than we 
can handle—serious illness, the crushing bur­
den of guilt, overwhelming discouragement, 
and depression? We can make use of the 
very provision that Jesus himself regular­
ly relied on—the precious privilege of prayer. 
For example, on the night before he gave 

his life for us, "he continued 
praying more earnestly; and 
his sweat became as drops of 
blood falling to the ground." 
(Luke 22:44) Yes, Jesus knows 
how it feels to pray to God 
with great intensity. He "of­
fered up supplications and 
also petitions to the One who 
was able to save him out of 
death, with strong outcries 
and tears, and he was favor­
ably heard for his godly fear." 
—Hebrews 5:7.

Jesus knows how much it 
means to humans to be "fa­
vorably heard" and strength­
ened. (Luke 22:43) Further­
more, he promised: "If you 
ask the Father for anything 
he will give it to you in my 
name. . . . Ask and you will 
receive, that your joy may be 
made full." (John 16:23, 24) 

Hence, we can petition God with confidence 
that he will allow his Son to apply his authori­
ty and the value of his ransom sacrifice in our 
behalf.—Matthew 28:18.

We can be sure that in his heavenly capaci­
ty, Jesus will provide the right kind of help 
at the proper time. For example, if we have 
committed a sin that we sincerely regret, we 
can draw comfort from the assurance that "we 
have a helper with the Father, Jesus Christ, 
a righteous one." (1 John 2:1, 2) Our Helper

Jesus knows how it feels to pray intensely to Cod
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and Comforter in heaven will plead for us so 
that our prayers in his name and in harmony 
with the Scriptures will be answered.—John 
14:13,14; 1 John 5:14,15.

Showing Appreciation for Christ's Help
More is involved than petitioning God 

through his Son. With the value of his ran­
som sacrifice, "Christ by purchase" became, 
as it were, "the owner that bought" the hu­
man race. (Galatians 3:13; 4:5; 2 Peter 2:1) We 
can show our gratitude for all that Christ does 
for us by acknowledging his ownership of us 
and gladly responding to his invitation: "If 
anyone wants to come after me, let him dis­
own himself and pick up his torture stake day 
after day and follow me continually." (Luke 9: 
23) 'Disowning oneself' is not simply a verbal 
claim of change of ownership. After all, Christ 
"died for all that those who live might live no 
longer for themselves, but for him who died 
for them." (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15) There­
fore, appreciation for the ransom will have 
a profound effect on our outlook, goals, and 
life-style. Our eternal indebtedness to "Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself for us," should moti­
vate us to learn more about him and his lov­
ing Father, Jehovah God. We should also want 
to grow in faith, to live by God's beneficial 
standards, and to be "zealous for fine works." 
-Titus 2:13,14; John 17:3.

The Christian congregation is the means 
whereby we receive timely spiritual food, en­
couragement, and guidance. (Matthew 24:45- 
47; Hebrews 10:21-25) For instance, if any are 
spiritually sick, they can "call the older 
men [appointed elders] of the congregation." 
James adds the assurance: "And the prayer of 
faith will make the indisposed one well, and 
Jehovah will raise him up. Also, if he has com­
mitted sins, it will be forgiven him."—James 5: 
13-15.

To illustrate: A man serving a prison sen­
tence in South Africa wrote to a congregation 
elder expressing appreciation for "all of Jeho-

Christ will help cope with
problems greater than we 

alone can handle



Christ helps us by means of 
loving elders

vah's Witnesses who are carrying out the good work started by 
Jesus Christ in helping people strive toward God's Kingdom." 
Then he wrote: "I was overjoyed at having received your let­
ter. Your concern for my spiritual redemption has touched me 
deeply. All the more reason for me to start heeding Jehovah 
God's call for repentance. For 27 years I've been stumbling and 
losing my way in the darkness of sin, deceit, illicit affairs, im­
moral practices, and dubious religions. After my introduction 
to Jehovah's Witnesses, I feel that I have at last found the way 
—the right way! All I have to do is follow it."

More Help in the Near Future
Deteriorating world conditions are clear evidence that we 

are living in the crucial time period that was to precede the 
outbreak of "the great tribulation." Right now, a great crowd 
out of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues are 'washing 
their robes and making them white in the blood of the Lamb.' 
(Revelation 7:9,13,14; 2 Timothy 3:1-5) By exercising faith in 
Jesus' ransom sacrifice, they are receiving forgiveness of their 
sins and are being helped to come into a close relationship 
with God—in fact, becoming his friends.—James 2:23.

The Lamb, Jesus Christ, "will shepherd [survivors of the 
great tribulation] and will guide them to fountains of waters of 
life. And God will wipe out every tear from their eyes." (Reve­
lation 7:17) Christ will then carry his duties as High Priest to 
completion. He will help all of God's friends to benefit fully 
from the "fountains of waters of life"—spiritually, physically, 
mentally, and emotionally. What Jesus started in 33 C.E. and

what he has continued from 
heaven ever since will then 
be carried out to perfection.

Never give up, therefore, 
in showing deep apprecia­
tion for all that God and 
Christ have done—and are 
doing—for us. The apostle 
Paul urged: "Always rejoice 
in the Lord. . . .  Do not 
be anxious over anything, 
but in everything by prayer 
and supplication along with 
thanksgiving let your peti­
tions be made known to God; 
and the peace of God that 
excels all thought will guard 
your hearts and your mental 
powers by means of Christ Je­
sus."—Philippians 4:4, 6, 7.

There is a significant way 
to show your appreciation 
for Jesus Christ, our Helper 
in heaven. After sundown on 
Wednesday, April 19, 2000, 
Jehovah's Witnesses around 
the world will gather to 
observe the Memorial of 
Christ's death. (Luke 22:19) 
This will be an opportunity 
to deepen your appreciation 
for Christ's ransom sacrifice. 
You are most warmly invited 
to attend and hear how God's 
marvelous arrangement for 
salvation through Christ can 
benefit you eternally. Please 
check with Jehovah's Wit­
nesses locally for the exact 
time and place of this special 
meeting.
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'O God, Send Out Your Light'
"Send ou t your light an d  your truth. May these them selves 

lead  m e." -psa lm  43:3.

compared to a walk that a hiker takes 
down a long trail. He starts out early in 
the morning and sees little. As the sun 
begins to rise slowly over the horizon, 
the hiker is able to distinguish a few fea­
tures of his surroundings. The rest he 
sees in hazy outline. But as the sun con­
tinues its ascent, he can see farther and

JEHOVAH is very considerate in the 
way he makes his purposes known 
to his servants. Instead of revealing the 

truth all at once in one blinding flash 
of light, he enlightens us progressively. 
Our trek along life's pathway might be

T  How does Jehovah reveal his purposes?



farther into the distance. So it is with the spir­
itual light that God provides. He allows us to 
discern a few things at a time. God's Son, Jesus 
Christ, provided spiritual enlightenment in a 
similar manner. Let us consider how Jehovah 
enlightened his people in ancient times and 
how he does so today.

2 The composers of the 43rd Psalm like­
ly were the sons of Korah. As Levites, they 
were privileged to teach God's Law to the 
people. (Malachi 2:7) Of course, Jehovah was 
their Grand Instructor, and they looked to 
him as the Source of all wisdom. (Isaiah 30: 
20) "O God, . . . send out your light and your 
truth," the psalmist prayed. "May these them­
selves lead me." (Psalm 43:1, 3) As long as the 
Israelites were faithful to him, Jehovah taught 
them his ways. Centuries later, Jehovah fa­
vored them with light and truth of a most re­
markable kind. God did so when he sent his 
Son to the earth.

3 As the man Jesus Christ, God's Son was 
"the light of the world." (John 8:12) He taught 
the people "many things with illustrations" 
—new things. (Mark 4:2) He told Pontius Pi­
late: "My kingdom is no part of this world." 
(John 18:36) That was a new idea for a Ro­
man and surely for nationalistic Jews, for they 
thought that the Messiah would bring the Ro­
man Empire to its knees and restore Israel to 
its former glory. Jesus was reflecting light from 
Jehovah, but his words did not please Jew­
ish rulers, who "loved the glory of men more 
than even the glory of God." (John 12:42, 43) 
Many of the people chose to cling to their hu­
man tradition rather than to accept spiritual 
light and truth from God.—Psalm 43:3; Mat­
thew 13:15.

4 However, a few honesthearted men and

2. How did Jehovah provide enlightenment in pre- 
Christian times?
3. In what way were the Jews put to the test by Je­
sus' teaching?
4. How do we know that Jesus' disciples would con­
tinue to grow in understanding?

women joyfully embraced the truth that Jesus 
taught. They made steady progress in their un­
derstanding of God's purposes. As the end of 
their Teacher's earthly life drew near, though, 
they still had much to learn. Jesus told them: 
"I have many things yet to say to you, but you 
are not able to bear them at present." (John 16: 
12) Yes, the disciples would continue to grow 
in understanding of God's truth.

The Light Continues to Shine
5 After Jesus' death and resurrection, light 

from God shone more brightly than before. In 
a vision given to Peter, Jehovah revealed that 
uncircumcised Gentiles could henceforth be­
come followers of Christ. (Acts 10:9-17) That 
was a revelation! Nevertheless, a question lat­
er arose: Did Jehovah require such Gentiles to 
get circumcised after they became Christians? 
That question had not been answered in the 
vision, and the matter became a subject of 
heated debate among Christians. It had to 
be settled, lest their precious unity be under­
mined. In Jerusalem, therefore, "the apostles 
and the older men gathered together to see 
about this affair."—Acts 15:1, 2, 6.

6 How could those present at that meeting 
determine God's will for believing Gentiles? 
Jehovah did not dispatch an angel to preside 
over the discussions, nor did he favor those 
present with a vision. Still, the apostles and 
older men were not left entirely without di­
rection. They considered testimony from cer­
tain Jewish Christians who had seen how God 
had begun dealing with people of the na­
tions, pouring out his holy spirit upon uncir­
cumcised Gentiles. They also searched the 
Scriptures for guidance. As a result, the disci­
ple James made a recommendation based on 
an enlightening scripture. As they pondered

5. What question arose in the first century, and 
who had the responsibility of settling it?
6. What procedure did the apostles and older men 
follow when they considered the question of cir­
cumcision?
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Charles Taze Russell knew that light would shine on 
the book of Revelation in Cod's due time

the evidence, God's will became 
clear. Those of the nations did 
not have to get circumcised in or­
der to enjoy Jehovah's approval.
The apostles and the older men 
wasted no time in putting the de­
cision in writing so that fellow 
Christians could be guided by it.
-Acts 15:12-29; 16:4.

7 Unlike the Jewish religious 
leaders, who clung to the tradi­
tions of their forefathers, most 
Jewish Christians rejoiced when 
they received this remarkable 
new understanding of God's pur­
pose respecting the people of the 
nations, even though accepting 
it required a change of viewpoint 
regarding Gentiles in gener­
al. Jehovah blessed their hum­
ble spirit, and "the congrega­
tions continued to be made firm 
in the faith and to increase in 
number from day to day."—Acts 
15:31; 16:5.

8 Spiritual light continued to 
shine throughout the first cen­
tury. But Jehovah did not reveal 
every aspect of his purposes to the early Chris­
tians. The apostle Paul told first-century fel­
low believers: "At present we see in hazy 
outline by means of a metal mirror." (1 Corin­
thians 13:12) Such a mirror did not have the 
best reflective surface. At first, then, compre­
hension of spiritual light would be limited. 
After the death of the apostles, the light grew 
dim for a while, but in recent times Scrip­
tural knowledge has become abundant. (Dan­
iel 12:4) How does Jehovah enlighten his peo­
ple today? And how should we respond

7. In what way were first-century Christians pro­
gressive?
8. (a) How do we know that more light could be 
expected after the first century came to a close? 
(b) What pertinent questions will we consider?

when he broadens our understanding of the 
Scriptures?

The Light Gets Progressively Brighter
9 In modern times the first real glimmer of 

light began to appear in the last quarter of 
the 19th century as a group of Christian men 
and women began an earnest study of the 
Scriptures. They developed a practical method 
for Bible study. Someone would raise a ques­
tion; then the group would analyze all related 
Scripture texts. When one Bible verse seemed 
to contradict another, these sincere Christians 
endeavored to harmonize the two. Unlike the 
religious leaders of the day, the Bible Students

9. What unique and effective method of Bible 
study was used by the early Bible Students?
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(as Jehovah's Witnesses were then known) 
were determined to let the Holy Scriptures, 
not tradition or man-made dogma, be their 
guide. After they considered all available Scrip­
tural evidence, they made a record of their 
conclusions. In that way their understanding 
of many basic Bible doctrines was cleared up.

10 Outstanding among the Bible Students 
was Charles Taze Russell. He wrote a series 
of six helpful Bible study aids entitled Stud­
ies in the Scriptures. Brother Russell intended 
to write a seventh volume, which would ex­
plain the Bible books of Ezekiel and Revela­
tion. "Whenever I find the key," he said, "I will 
write the Seventh Volume." However, he add­
ed: "If the Lord gives the key to someone else, 
he can write it."

11 The foregoing statement by C. T. Russell 
illustrates an important factor in our ability 
to understand certain Bible passages—timing. 
Brother Russell knew that he could not force 
the light to shine upon the book of Revelation 
any more than an anxious hiker can coax the 
sun to rise before its appointed time.

Revealed—But in God's Due Time
12 Just as the apostles understood many 

prophecies concerning the Messiah only after 
Jesus' death and resurrection, Christians today 
understand Bible prophecy in its finest detail 
only after it has been fulfilled. (Luke 24:15, 27; 
Acts 1:15-21; 4:26, 27) Revelation is a prophet­
ic book, so we should expect to understand it 
most clearly as the events it describes unfold. 
For example, C. T. Russell could not have cor­
rectly understood the meaning of the symbol­
ic scarlet-colored wild beast mentioned at Rev­
elation 17:9-11, since the organizations that

10. Charles Taze Russell wrote what helpful Bible 
study aids?
11. What connection is there between timing and 
our understanding of God's purposes?
12. (a) When is Bible prophecy best understood? 
(b) What example shows that our ability to un­
derstand Bible prophecy depends upon God's time­
table? (See footnote.)

the beast represents, namely, the League of 
Nations and the United Nations, did not even 
exist until after his death.*

13 When the early Christians learned that 
uncircumcised Gentiles could become fellow 
believers, that change led to a new question re­
garding the need for people of the nations to 
be circumcised. This moved the apostles and 
older men to reexamine the entire issue of cir­
cumcision. The same pattern holds true to­
day. A brilliant flash of light on one Bible sub­
ject sometimes leads God's anointed servants, 
"the faithful and discreet slave," to reexamine 
related topics, as the following recent example 
illustrates.—Matthew 24:45.

14 In 1971 an explanation of Ezekiel's proph­
ecy was published in the book "The Nations 
Shall Know That I  Am Jehovah"—How? A chap­
ter of that book briefly discussed Ezekiel's vi­
sion of a temple. (Ezekiel, chapters 40-48) At 
the time, the focus was on how Ezekiel's tem­
ple vision would be fulfilled in the new world. 
- 2  Peter 3:13.

15 However, two articles published in The 
W atchtower of December 1,1972, affected our 
understanding of Ezekiel's vision. They dis­
cussed the great spiritual temple described by 
the apostle Paul in Hebrews chapter 10. The 
W atchtower explained that the Holy compart­
ment and the inner courtyard of the spiritual

* After C. T. Russell's death, a publication designated 
as the seventh volume of Studies in the Scriptures was 
prepared in an attempt to provide an explanation of the 
books of Ezekiel and Revelation. The volume was based, 
in part, on comments that Russell had made on those 
Bible books. However, the time to reveal the meaning 
of those prophecies had not yet come, and in general, 
the explanation offered in that volume of Studies in 
the Scriptures was hazy. In the ensuing years, Jehovah's 
undeserved kindness and developments on the world 
scene have allowed Christians to discern the meaning of 
those prophetic books more accurately.

13. What sometimes occurs when light is shed on a 
certain Bible subject?
14-16. How did an adjustment in our viewpoint re­
garding the spiritual temple affect our understand­
ing of Ezekiel chapters 40 to 48?
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temple relate to the condition of the anoint­
ed while they are on the earth. When Ezekiel 
chapters 40 to 48 were reviewed years later, it 
was discerned that just as the spiritual temple 
is operating today, so the temple that Ezekiel 
saw in vision must also be functioning today. 
How so?

16 In Ezekiel's vision, priests are seen mov­
ing about in the courtyards of the temple as 
they serve the nonpriestly tribes. These priests 
clearly represent the "royal priesthood," Jeho­
vah's anointed servants. (1 Peter 2:9) However, 
they will not be serving in the temple's earth­
ly courtyard throughout the Thousand Year 
Reign of Christ. (Revelation 20:4) During most 
of that period, if not all of it, the anointed will 
be serving God in the spiritual temple's Most 
Holy, "heaven itself." (Hebrews 9:24) Since 
priests are seen going to and fro in the court­
yards of Ezekiel's temple, that vision must be 
undergoing fulfillment today, while some of 
the anointed are still on the earth. According­
ly, the March 1, 1999, issue of this maga­
zine reflected an adjusted view on this subject. 
Thus, clear down to the end of the 20th centu­
ry, spiritual light was shed upon Ezekiel's 
prophecy.

Be Willing to Adjust Your Viewpoint
17 Anyone who wishes to come to a knowl­

edge of the truth must be willing to bring 
"every thought into captivity to make it obe­
dient to the Christ." (2 Corinthians 10:5) That 
is not always easy, especially when viewpoints 
are strongly entrenched. For example, before 
learning God's truth, you may have enjoyed 
celebrating certain religious holidays with 
your family. After you began to study the Bi­
ble, you realized that these celebrations are ac­
tually of pagan origin. At first, you may have 
been reluctant to apply what you were learn­
ing. Finally, however, love for God proved to

17. What adjustments have you made in person­
al viewpoint since coming to a knowledge of the 
truth, and how have they benefited you?

be stronger than religious sentiment, and you 
stopped engaging in celebrations that dis­
please God. Has not Jehovah blessed your de­
cision?—Compare Hebrews 11:25.

18 We always benefit by doing things God's 
way. (Isaiah 48:17, 18) So when our view of a 
Bible passage is clarified, let us rejoice in ad­
vancing truth! Really, our continuing to be en­
lightened confirms that we are on the right 
path. It is "the path of the righteous ones," 
which "is like the bright light that is getting 
lighter and lighter until the day is firmly estab­
lished." (Proverbs 4:18) True, at present we see 
some aspects of God's purpose "in hazy out­
line." But when God's due time arrives, we will 
see the truth in all its beauty, provided that 
our feet have remained firmly planted on "the 
path." In the meantime, may we exult in the 
truths that Jehovah has made plain, awaiting 
enlightenment on those that are not yet clear­
ly understood.

19 How can we demonstrate our love for the 
light in a practical way? One way is by reading 
God's Word regularly—daily if possible. Are 
you following a regular program of Bible read­
ing? The W atchtower and Awake! magazines 
also furnish us with an abundance of whole-

18. How should we react when our understanding 
of Bible truth is clarified?
19. What is one way to show that we love the truth?

Can You Answer?
• W h y  does Jehovah reveal h is  p u rp o s­

es p ro g re ss iv e ly ?

• H o w  d id  th e  a p o stle s and o ld e r m en  
in  Je rusa le m  se ttle  th e  issu e  o f c ir­
c u m c is io n ?

• W h a t m e th o d  o f B ib le  s tu d y  d id  th e  
early  B ib le  S tu d e n ts  ad op t, and w h y  
w as i t  u n iq u e ?

• I l lu s tra te  h o w  s p ir itu a l l ig h t  is re­
vealed in  G o d 's  due  tim e .

14 THE WATCHTOWER . MARCH 15, 2000



some spiritual food to enjoy. Consider, too, 
the books, brochures, and other publications 
that have been prepared for our benefit. And 
what about the encouraging reports of the 
Kingdom-preaching activities that are pub­
lished in the Yearbook o f  Jehovah's Witnesses?

20 Yes, Jehovah has in a wonderful way an­
swered the prayer expressed at Psalm 43:3. At

20. What connection is there between light and 
truth from Jehovah and our attendance at Christian 
meetings?

the end of that verse, we read: "May [your 
light and truth] bring me to your holy moun­
tain and to your grand tabernacle." Do you 
look forward to worshiping Jehovah, along 
with a multitude of others? The spiritual in­
struction presented at our meetings is an im­
portant way that Jehovah provides enlighten­
ment today. What can we do to deepen our 
appreciation for Christian meetings? We in­
vite you to consider this subject prayerfully in 
the following article.

How J ehovah Is Leading Us
"Lead m e in the p a th  o f  uprightness."- psa lm  27:11.

JEHOVAH is the Source 
of light and truth, as we 

learned in the preceding 
article. His Word lights our 
way as we travel along the 
path of uprightness. Jeho­
vah leads us by instructing 
us in his ways. (Psalm 119:
105) like the psalmist of 
old, we gratefully respond 
to God's leadings and pray:
"Instruct me, O Jehovah, 
in your way, and lead me 
in the path of upright­
ness."—Psalm 27:11.

2 One way in which Jehovah provides in­
struction today is through Christian meet­
ings. Do we take full advantage of this loving 
provision by (1) attending regularly, (2) lis­
tening carefully to the program, and (3) par­
ticipating readily in parts involving the audi-

1, 2. (a) How is Jehovah leading his people today? 
(b) What is involved in taking full advantage of the 
meetings?

ence? Furthermore, do we 
respond gratefully when 
we receive suggestions that 
will help us to remain "in 
the path of uprightness"?

How Is Your Meeting 
Attendance?

3 Some Kingdom pub­
lishers have been at­
tending meetings regular­
ly since childhood. "When 
my sisters and I were grow­
ing up in the 1930's," re­

calls one full-time minister of Jeho­
vah's Witnesses, "we did not have to ask our 
parents if we were going to the meeting. We 
knew that we were going unless we were ill. 
Our family just did not miss meetings." 
Like the prophetess Anna, this sister is "nev­
er missing" from Jehovah's place of worship. 
-Luke 2:36, 37.

3. How did one full-time servant develop the fine 
habit of regular meeting attendance?
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Attending Christian meetings helps us to keep Jehovah's day in mind

4 Are you among those who attend Chris­
tian meetings regularly or have you become 
sporadic in this respect? Some Christians who 
thought that they were doing quite well de­
cided to make sure. For a few weeks, they 
made a note of every meeting they attended. 
When they reviewed the record at the end of 
the designated period, they were surprised at 
the number of meetings they had missed.

5 'It is no wonder/ someone might say. 'Peo­
ple are under so much pressure today that it is 
not easy for them to be regular at meetings.' 
It is certainly true that we are living in stress­
ful times. What is more, the pressure will un­
doubtedly increase. (2 Timothy 3:13) But does 
that not make it all the more critical to attend

4-6. (a) Why do some Kingdom publishers miss 
meetings? (b) Why is it critical to attend meetings?

meetings regularly? Without a steady diet of 
wholesome spiritual food to sustain us, we 
cannot hope to withstand the pressure that 
this system brings to bear. Why, without regu­
lar association we might be tempted to forsake 
"the path of the righteous" altogether! (Prov­
erbs 4:18) True, when we arrive home at the 
end of a hard day, we may not always feel in­
clined to attend a meeting. When we do at­
tend despite our fatigue, however, we benefit 
ourselves and we encourage our fellow Chris­
tians at the Kingdom Hall.

6 Hebrews 10:25 suggests another impor­
tant reason why we should be regular in 
meeting attendance. There the apostle Paul 
exhorts fellow Christians to gather them­
selves together 'all the more so as they behold 
the day drawing near.' Yes, we must not lose 
sight of the fact that "the day of Jehovah" is
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drawing near. (2 Peter 3:12) If we were to con­
clude that the end of this system is a long 
way off, we might begin allowing personal 
pursuits to crowd out necessary spiritual ac­
tivities, such as meeting attendance. Then, as 
Jesus warned, 'suddenly that day could be in­
stantly upon us.'—Luke 21:34.

Be a Good Listener
7 It is not enough merely to attend the 

meetings. We must listen carefully, paying at­
tention to what is said there. (Proverbs 7:24) 
This includes our children. When a child goes 
to school, he is expected to pay attention to 
the teacher, even when a particular subject 
does not appeal to him or seems beyond his 
grasp. The teacher knows that if the child

7. Why is it important for children to pay attention 
at meetings?

tries to pay attention, he will derive at least 
some benefit from the lesson. Is it not reason­
able, then, for school-age children to pay at­
tention to the instruction provided at congre­
gation meetings rather than be allowed to fall 
asleep as soon as the meeting begins? True, 
among the precious truths found in the Scrip­
tures are "some things hard to understand." 
(2 Peter 3:16) But we should not underesti­
mate a child's ability to learn. God does not. 
In Bible times, he commanded his young ser­
vants to 'listen and learn and fear Jehovah 
and take care to carry out all the words of this 
law,' some of which doubtless were hard for 
children to understand. (Deuteronomy 31:12; 
compare Leviticus 18:1-30.) Does Jehovah ex­
pect any less of children today?

8 Christian parents realize that their chil­
dren's spiritual needs are partly filled by what 
they learn at the meetings. Hence, some par­
ents arrange for their children to take a nap 
before the meetings so that they will ar­
rive at the Kingdom Hall refreshed and ready 
to learn. Certain parents may strictly limit 
or even wisely rule out television viewing for 
their children on meeting nights. (Ephesians 
5:15, 16) And such parents keep distractions 
to a minimum, encouraging their children to 
listen and to learn, in accordance with their 
age and ability—Proverbs 8:32.

9 Jesus was speaking to adults when he said: 
"Pay attention to how you listen." (Luke 8: 
18) These days, that is often easier said than 
done. Admittedly, active listening is hard 
work, but the ability to listen can be devel­
oped. As you listen to a Bible talk or a meet­
ing part, try to isolate the main ideas. Antici­
pate what the speaker is going to say next. 
Look for points that you can use in your min­
istry or apply in your life. Mentally review the

8. What steps do some parents take to help their 
children to be attentive at meetings?
9. What may help us develop our ability to listen?
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There are various 
ways to praise 
Jehovah at 
Christian meetings

our faith aloud. One way 
we can do this is by sharing 

in congregational singing. This 
is an important aspect of our worship, 

but it can easily be neglected.
13 Some children who cannot yet read 

memorize the lyrics of the Kingdom songs 
that will be used at the meetings each week. 
They are thrilled to be able to sing along 
with the grown-ups. As children grow a little 
older, however, they may be less inclined to 
join in singing Kingdom songs. Some adults

points as they are being con­
sidered. Take brief notes.

10 Good listening habits are 
best learned at an early age. 
Even before they learn to read 
and write, some preschoolers 
are encouraged by their par­
ents to take "notes" during 
meetings. They put a mark 
on a piece of paper when 
such familiar words as "Jeho­
vah," "Jesus," or "Kingdom" 
are used. In this way, chil­
dren can learn to concentrate 
on what is being said from the 
platform.

11 Even older children 
sometimes need encourage­
ment to pay attention. Notic­
ing that his 11-year-old son 
was daydreaming during a 
Christian convention, one 
family head handed the lad
a Bible and asked him to 
look up the scriptures as 
they were cited by the 
speakers. The father, who 
was taking notes, looked 
on as his son held the 
Bible. Thereafter, the boy 
followed the convention 
program with more enthusi­
asm.

Let Your Voice Be Heard
12 King David sang: "I will march 

around your altar, O Jehovah, to cause 
thanksgiving to be heard aloud." (Psalm 26: 
6, 7) Meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses pro­
vide splendid opportunities for us to express

10, 11. How have some parents helped their chil­
dren to become better listeners, and what methods 
have you found helpful?
12, 13. Why is it important to participate in con­
gregational singing?
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are also shy about singing at the meetings. 
Yet, singing is part of our worship, just as the 
field ministry is part of our worship. (Ephe­
sians 5:19) We do our best to praise Jehovah 
in the field ministry. Can we not also glori­
fy him by lifting our voices—whether melodi­
ous or not—in heartfelt songs of praise?—He­
brews 13:15.

14 We also bring praise to God when we 
make upbuilding comments during the parts 
of our meetings that call for audience par­
ticipation. This requires preparation. It takes 
time to ponder the deeper aspects of God's 
Word. The apostle Paul, an avid student of 
the Scriptures, realized this. He wrote: "O the 
depth of God's riches and wisdom and 
knowledge!" (Romans 11:33) Family heads, it 
is vital that you help each member of your 
family to search into God's wisdom, as re­
vealed in the Scriptures. Set aside some time 
during the family Bible study to explain dif­
ficult points and to help your family prepare 
for the meetings.

15 If you would like to comment more fre­
quently at meetings, why not work out in ad­
vance something you wish to say? Nothing 
elaborate is necessary. An appropriate Bible 
text read with conviction or a few well- 
chosen words spoken from the heart will be 
appreciated. Some publishers ask the study 
conductor to reserve the first comment on a 
specific paragraph for them, so that they will 
not miss the opportunity to express their 
faith.

The Inexperienced Become Wise
16 At meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses, we 

are often reminded to read God's Word daily.

14. Why does the material we study at congrega­
tion meetings deserve careful advance preparation?
15. What suggestions may help one to comment at 
meetings?
16. 17. What counsel did one elder give to a minis­
terial servant, and why was it effective?

Doing so is refreshing. It also helps us make 
wise decisions, correct personality flaws, re­
sist temptations, and recover our spiritual bal­
ance if we have taken a step in the wrong di­
rection.—Psalm 19:7.

17 Experienced congregation elders stand 
ready to provide Scriptural counsel that is tai­
lored to our needs. All we have to do is 
"draw it up" by seeking their Bible-based 
counsel. (Proverbs 20:5) One day an enthusi­
astic young ministerial servant asked an elder 
for suggestions on how to become more use­
ful in the congregation. The elder, who 
knew the young man well, opened his Bi­
ble to 1 Timothy 3:3, which states that ap­
pointed men must be "reasonable." He kind­
ly pointed out ways that the young man 
could display reasonableness in his relations 
with others. Was the young brother offend­
ed by the frank counsel he received? Not at 
all! "The elder used the Bible," he explained, 
"so I realized that the counsel was coming 
from Jehovah." The ministerial servant grate­
fully applied the counsel and is making fine 
progress.

18 God's Word can also help young people 
to "flee from the desires incidental to youth." 
(2 Timothy 2:22) A young Witness of Jeho­
vah who recently graduated from high school 
was able to resist temptation throughout her 
school years by meditating on and applying 
certain Bible texts. She often thought of the 
counsel recorded at Proverbs 13:20: "He that 
is walking with wise persons will become 
wise." Accordingly, she was careful to culti­
vate friendships only with those who deeply 
respect Scriptural principles. She reasoned: "I 
am no better than anyone else. If I become in­
volved with the wrong crowd, I will want to 
please my friends, and that could lead to trou­
ble." Paul's counsel recorded at 2 Timothy

18. (a) What helped one young Christian to resist 
temptation in school? (b) What Bible texts do you 
call to mind when faced with temptation?
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1:8 also helped her. He wrote: "Do not be­
come ashamed of the witness about our Lord, 
. . .  but take your part in suffering evil for the 
good news." In harmony with that counsel, 
she boldly shared her Bible-based beliefs with 
her classmates on every appropriate occasion. 
Whenever she was assigned to present an oral 
report to the class, she chose a subject that al­
lowed her to give a tactful witness regarding 
God's Kingdom.

19 If ever we should stray from "the path 
of the righteous," God's Word can help us 
to correct our steps. (Proverbs 4:18) A young 
man living in Africa learned this firsthand. 
When one of Jehovah's Witnesses visited 
him, he accepted a Bible study. He enjoyed 
what he was learning but soon became in­
volved in bad association at school. In time, 
he drifted into an immoral life-style. "My 
conscience kept tormenting me, and I had to 
stop attending meetings," he admits. Later, he 
began to attend meetings again. The young 
man made this revealing comment: "I discov­
ered that the main reason for all of this was 
that I was starved spiritually. I did no per­
sonal study. That is why I could not stand 
up to temptation. Then I started to read The 
W atchtower and Awake! Gradually, I regained 
my spiritual strength and cleaned up my life. 
This was a good witness to those who noticed 
the changes I made. I got baptized, and now 
I am happy." What gave this young man the 
strength to overcome his fleshly weaknesses? 
He regained his spiritual strength by regular, 
personal Bible study.

20 Christian youths, you are under attack to­
day! If you are to resist Satan's assaults, you 
must take in spiritual food regularly. The 
psalmist, evidently a young man himself, un­
derstood this. He thanked Jehovah for pro-

19. Why was one young man unable to resist the 
pressures of this world, but what gave him spiritual 
strength?
20. How can a young person resist Satan's assaults?

viding his Word, so that 'a young man could 
cleanse his path.'—Psalm 119:9.

Wherever God Leads, We Will Follow
21 Jehovah led the nation of Israel out of 

Egypt into the Promised Land. The route he 
chose may have seemed needlessly arduous 
from a human perspective. Instead of taking 
the apparently easier, more direct route along 
the Mediterranean Sea, Jehovah led his peo­
ple on a difficult desert route. This, however, 
was actually a kindness on God's part. Al­
though shorter, the sea route would have tak­
en the Israelites through the land of the hos­
tile Philistines. By choosing another route, 
Jehovah spared his people an early confronta­
tion with the Philistines.

22 Similarly, the path along which Jeho­
vah is leading us today may seem difficult 
at times. Each week, we have a full sched­
ule of Christian activities, including congre­
gation meetings, personal study, and field ser­
vice. Other paths may seem easier. But only if 
we follow God's lead will we arrive at the des­
tination that we are working so hard to reach. 
Therefore, let us continue to take in vital in­
struction from Jehovah and remain on "the 
path of uprightness" forever!—Psalm 27:11.

21, 22. Why should we not conclude that the way 
of the truth is too difficult?

Can You Explain?

• W h y  do w e  espec ia lly  need to  a tte n d  
C h ris t ia n  m e e tin g s re g u la rly ?

• W h a t can p a re n ts  do  to  he lp  th e ir  
c h ild re n  pay a tte n tio n  a t th e  m ee t­
in g s?

• W h a t is invo lved  in  b e ing  a good l is ­
te n e r?

• W h a t can he lp  us to  c o m m e n t at 
m e e tin g s?
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THAT
PROMOTES

PEACE

H ow  p le a s a n t  th e  

w orld  w o u ld  b e  i f  

ev ery o n e  d isp la y ed  

m odesty . In d iv id u a ls  

w o u ld  b e  less d e m a n d ­

ing, fa m ily  m em b ers  

less q u a rr e lso m e , co r­

p o r a t io n s  less c o m p e t i­

tive, a n d  n a t io n s  less 

b e l l ig e r e n t  W ou ld  

you  lik e  to live in 

su ch  a  w orld?

TRUE servants of Jehovah God are 
preparing for his promised new 
world, in which modesty will be 

universally regarded, not as a weakness, 
but as a strength and a virtue. (2 Peter 3: 
13) In fact, they are developing the qual­
ity of modesty even now. Why? Especial­
ly because this is what Jehovah requires of 
them. His prophet Micah wrote: "He has 
told you, O earthling man, what is good. 
And what is Jehovah asking back from you 
but to exercise justice and to love kindness 
and to be modest in walking with your 
God?"—Micah 6:8.

Modesty can mean a number of things, 
such as a lack of conceit, or vanity, and 
a reluctance to boast about one's abilities, 
achievements, and possessions. According 
to one reference work, modesty also means



"keeping within bounds." A modest person 
stays within the bounds of good behavior. He 
also acknowledges that there are limits to what 
he ought to do and is able to do. He knows that 
there are things to which he is not entitled. We 
surely feel drawn to modest people. "Nothing 
is more amiable than true modesty," wrote En­
glish poet Joseph Addison.

Modesty is not a natural trait of imperfect 
humans. We must put forth effort to devel­
op this quality. For our encouragement, God's 
Word describes a number of incidents that il­
lustrate modesty in its various forms.

Two Modest Kings
One of Jehovah's most loyal servants was 

David, who was a young man when he was 
anointed as the future king of Israel. There­
after, reigning King Saul put David under great 
pressure by trying to kill him and by forcing 
him to live as a fugitive.—1 Samuel 16:1,11-13; 
19:9,10; 26:2, 3.

Even under those circumstances, David rec­
ognized that there were limits to what he 
should do when protecting his life. On one oc­
casion in the wilderness, David refused to al­
low Abishai to harm sleeping King Saul, saying: 
"It is unthinkable, on my part, from Jehovah's 
standpoint, to thrust my hand out against the 
anointed of Jehovah!" (1 Samuel 26:8-11) Da­
vid knew that it was not his place to remove 
Saul from the position of king. Thus David 
showed modesty on this occasion by staying 
within the bounds of proper behavior. Like­
wise, God's present-day servants know that 
"from Jehovah's standpoint," there are things 
they simply cannot do, even when human life 
is at stake.—Acts 15:28, 29; 21:25.

King David's son Solomon also manifested 
modesty as a young man, though in a slight­
ly different manner. When Solomon was en­
throned, he felt inadequate to carry the 
weighty responsibility of king. He prayed: "Je­
hovah my God, you yourself have made your 
servant king in the place of David my father,

and I am but a little boy. I do not know 
how to go out and how to come in." Clearly, 
Solomon was aware of his own lack of ability 
and experience. He was then modest, showing 
no conceit, or vanity. Solomon asked Jehovah 
for discernment, and his request was granted. 
- 1  Kings 3:4-12.

The Messiah and His Forerunner
Over 1,000 years after Solomon's day, John 

the Baptizer performed a work of preparing 
the way for the Messiah. As forerunner of the 
Anointed One, John was fulfilling Bible proph­
ecy. He could have boasted about his privilege. 
John could also have tried to bring honor to 
himself because he was a fleshly relative of the 
Messiah. But John told others that he was un­
worthy even to untie Jesus' sandal. And when 
Jesus presented himself for baptism in the Jor­
dan River, John said: "I am the one need­
ing to be baptized by you, and are you com­
ing to me?" This indicates that John was not a 
boastful person. He was modest.—Matthew 3: 
14; Malachi 4:5, 6; Luke 1:13-17; John 1:26, 27.

After Jesus was baptized, he embarked on a 
full-time ministry, preaching the good news of 
God's Kingdom. Even though Jesus was a per­
fect man, he said: "I cannot do a single thing 
of my own initiative . . .  I seek, not my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me." Fur­
thermore, Jesus did not seek honor from men, 
but he gave Jehovah the glory for everything 
he did. (John 5:30, 41-44) What modesty!

Clearly, then, loyal servants of Jehovah 
—such as David, Solomon, John the Baptiz­
er, and even the perfect man Jesus Christ—dis­
played modesty. They did not boast, were 
not vain, or conceited, and kept within prop­
er bounds. Their examples are reasons enough 
for modern-day servants of Jehovah to devel­
op and display modesty. Yet, there are still oth­
er reasons for doing so.

In this turbulent period of mankind's histo­
ry, modesty is a quality that is of great value 
to true Christians. It enables one to be at peace
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with Jehovah God, with fellow hu­
mans, and with oneself.

Peace With Jehovah God
Peace with Jehovah is possible 

only if we keep within the bounds 
he sets for true worship. Our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, exceeded 
the limits laid down by God, and 
they became the first humans to 
fall victim  to immodesty. They for­
feited their good standing with Je­
hovah, as well as their home, their 
future, and their lives. (Genesis 3:
1-5, 16-19) What a heavy price 
they paid!

Let us learn from the failure of 
Adam and Eve, for true worship 
places limitations on how we must 
act. For instance, the Bible states 
that "neither fornicators, nor idol­
aters, nor adulterers, nor men kept 
for unnatural purposes, nor men 
who lie with men, nor thieves, nor 
greedy persons, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit God's kingdom." (1 Corin­
thians 6:9, 10) Jehovah wisely sets 
these limits for our good, and we 
show wisdom by keeping within 
these bounds. (Isaiah 48:17, 18)
Proverbs 11:2 tells us: "Wisdom is 
with the modest ones."

What if a religious organization tells us that 
we can override these limits and still enjoy 
peace with God? That organization is trying to 
mislead us. On the other hand, modesty helps 
us to cultivate a close relationship with Jeho­
vah God.

Peace With Fellow Humans
Modesty also promotes peaceful relations 

with others. For instance, when parents set an 
example in being contented with their neces­
sities and in giving priority to spiritual mat­
ters, their children are more likely to adopt the

Jesus modestly gave Jehovah the credit 
for everything he did

same attitude. The younger ones will then find 
it easier to be contented, even if they may not 
always get what they want. This will help them 
to live modestly, and family life will be more 
peaceful.

Those who have oversight need to exercise 
particular care to be modest and not abuse 
their authority. For example, Christians are in­
structed: "Do not go beyond the things that are 
written." (1 Corinthians 4:6) Congregation el­
ders realize that they must not try to impose on 
others their own personal preferences. Instead, 
they use God's Word as a basis for encouraging
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the right course in matters of behavior, dress, 
grooming, or recreation. (2 Timothy 3:14-17) 
When members of the congregation observe 
that the elders keep within Scriptural bounds, 
this promotes respect for these men and con­
tributes toward a warm, loving, and peaceful 
spirit in the congregation.

Peace With Oneself
Those who practice modesty are rewarded 

with inner peace. A modest individual does 
not burn with ambition. This is not to say 
that he has no personal goals. For example, he 
may desire additional privileges of service, but 
he waits on God, and any Christian privileges 
that he receives are credited to Jehovah. They 
are not viewed as personal achievements. This 
draws the modest one closer to Jehovah, 'The 
God of peace."—Philippians 4:9.

Suppose that we at times feel passed over 
by other people. Would it not be better to 
be overlooked because we are modest than to 
draw attention to ourselves immodestly? Mod­
est individuals are not consumed with ambi­
tion. Thus, they are at peace with themselves, 
which is beneficial for emotional and physical 
well-being.

Developing and Maintaining Modesty
Adam and Eve succumbed to immodesty—a 

trait they passed on to their offspring. What 
can help us to avoid making the same mistake 
as our first parents? How can we develop the 
fine quality of modesty?

To begin with, an accurate understanding of 
our position in relation to Jehovah, the Cre­
ator of the universe, will help us. What person­
al achievements could we claim that could ever 
compare with God's accomplishments? Jeho­
vah asked his faithful servant Job: "Where did 
you happen to be when I founded the earth? 
Tell me, if you do know understanding." (Job 
38:4) Job could give no answer. Are we not sim­
ilarly limited in knowledge, ability, and experi­
ence? Is it not beneficial for us to acknowledge 
our limitations?

Furthermore, the Bible tells us: "To Jeho­
vah belong the earth and that which fills it, 
the productive land and those dwelling in it." 
This includes "every wild animal of the for­
est, the beasts upon a thousand mountains." 
Jehovah can say: "The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine." (Psalm 24:1; 50:10; Haggai 2:8) 
What possessions could we display that com­
pare with those of Jehovah? Why, even the 
wealthiest human has no reason to boast in 
what he owns! Therefore, it is wise to follow the 
apostle Paul's inspired counsel to Christians in 
Rome: "Through the undeserved kindness giv­
en to me I tell everyone there among you not 
to think more of himself than it is necessary to 
think."—Romans 12:3.

As servants of God desiring to cultivate mod­
esty, we should pray for the fruitage of the spir­
it-love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faith, mildness, and self-control. 
(Luke 11:13; Galatians 5:22, 23) Why? Because 
each of these qualities will make it easier for 
us to be modest. For instance, love for fel­
low humans will help us to fight a tendency to­
ward boastfulness or conceit. And self-control 
will make us stop and think before acting im­
modestly.

Let us beware! We constantly need to be on 
guard against the pitfalls of immodesty. Two of 
the kings mentioned earlier were not modest 
on every occasion. King David threw caution 
to the wind by carrying out a census in Israel, 
something that was against the will of Jehovah. 
King Solomon became immodest even to the 
point of engaging in false worship.—2 Samuel 
24:1-10; 1 Kings 11:1-13.

As long as this godless system of things lasts, 
being modest calls for constant vigilance. How­
ever, the effort is worthwhile. In God's new 
world, human society will consist only of those 
who are modest. They will regard modesty as a 
strength, not a weakness. How wonderful it will 
be when all individuals and families are blessed 
with the peace that comes with modesty!
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An Exemplary Man Who 
Accepted Correction

showed appreciation for this lesson by con­
fessing his error.—Job 42:1-6.

When Job is mentioned, we may recall his 
faithful example in enduring trial. (James 5:
11) Actually, Jehovah took pleasure in Job 
even before his faith was severely tested. In 
God's estimation, at that time there was "no 
one like him in the earth, a man blameless 
and upright, fearing God and turning aside 
from bad." (Job 1:8) This should move us to 
learn more about Job, as doing so will help us 
to see how we too can please God.

Relationship With God Came First
Job was a wealthy man. Besides gold, he 

had 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 she-asses, 
1,000 head of cattle, and a very large body of 
servants. (Job 1:3) But Job trusted in Jehovah, 
not in riches. He reasoned: "If I have put gold 
as my confidence, or to gold I have said, 'You 
are my trust!' If I used to rejoice because my 

property was much, and because my hand 
had found a lot of things . . . ,  that too 

would be an error for attention by the 
justices, for I should have denied 

the true God above." (Job 31:

/ /  ^AM BIA Crocs Eat 30 People a Month."
So reported an African newspaper 

some years ago. According to a zoologist who 
caught these reptiles for study, "it took 12 men 
to hold down one croc." With a powerful tail 
and mighty jaws, the crocodile can be a terri­
fying animal!

Apparently referring to the crocodile as "Le­
viathan," the Creator used this "king over all 
majestic wild beasts" to teach his servant Job 
an important lesson. (Job 41:1, 34) This took 
place about 3,500 years ago in the land of Uz, 
likely somewhere in northern Arabia. While 
describing this creature, God told Job: "None 
is so audacious that he should stir it up. And 
who is it that can hold his ground before 
me?" (Job 41:10) How true! If we are afraid of 
the crocodile, how much more should we fear 
to speak against the One who created it! Job



24-28) Like Job, we should value a close rela­
tionship with Jehovah God far more than ma­
terial things.

Just Dealings With Fellow Humans
How did Job deal with his servants? That 

they found him to be just and approachable is 
indicated by Job's own words: "If I used to re­
fuse the judgment of my slave man or of my 
slave girl in their case at law with me, then 
what can I do when God rises up? And when 

he calls for an accounting, what 
can I answer him?" (Job 31:13, 
14) Job valued Jehovah's mercy 
and thus dealt mercifully with 
his slaves. What a fine example, 
especially for those who have 
positions of oversight within 
the Christian congregation! 
They too must be fair, impar­
tial, and approachable.

Job also showed inter­
est in those outside his 

household. Revealing 
his concern for oth­
ers, he said: "If I used 
to hold back the lowly 
ones from their delight, 
and the eyes of the wid­
ow I would cause to fail, 
. . .  if I waved my hand 
to and fro against the 
fatherless boy, when 
I would see need of 
my assistance in the 
gate, let my own shoul­
der blade fall from its 

shoulder, and let my 
own arm be broken from 

its upper bone." (Job 31:16-22) 
May we be as considerate of disadvantaged 
ones whom we know in the congregation.

Because of his unselfish interest in his fel- 
lowman, Job was hospitable to strangers. 
Thus, he could say: "Outside no alien resident
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would spend the night; my doors I kept open 
to the path." (Job 31:32) What a fine example 
this is for God's servants today! When those 
newly interested in Bible truth come to the 
Kingdom Hall, our receiving them hospita­
bly may contribute to their spiritual progress. 
Of course, traveling overseers and other Chris­
tians need our loving hospitality too.—1 Peter 
4:9; 3 John 5-8.

Job had the right attitude even toward his 
enemies. He did not rejoice over calamity that 
might befall someone who hated him. (Job 
31:29, 30) Instead, he was willing to do good 
to such people, as seems evident from his 
readiness to pray for his three false comforters. 
—Job 16:2; 42:8, 9; compare Matthew 5:43-48.

Sexually Chaste
Job was loyal to his 

marriage mate, never al­
lowing his heart to devel­
op an improper attach­
ment to another woman. 
Said Job: "A covenant I 
have concluded with my 
eyes. So how could I 
show myself attentive to 
a virgin? If my heart has 
been enticed toward a

Job showed loving 
concern for orphans, 
widows, and others



woman, and I kept lying in wait at the very en­
tranceway of my companion, let my wife do 
the grinding for another man, and over her 
let other men kneel down. For that would be 
loose conduct, and that would be an error for 
attention by the justices."—Job 31:1, 9-11.

Job did not let immoral desires corrupt his 
heart. Rather, he pursued an upright course. 
No wonder Jehovah God took pleasure in this 
faithful man who fought against immoral en­
ticements!—Matthew 5:27-30.

Concerned About Family Spirituality
At times, Job's sons arranged banquets at 

which all his sons and daughters were present. 
After these banquet days had passed, Job was 
very concerned lest his children had sinned 
against Jehovah in some way. So Job took ac­
tion, for the Scriptural account states: "It 
would occur that when the banquet days had 
gone round the circuit, Job would send and 
sanctify them; and he got up early in the 
morning and offered up burnt sacrifices ac­
cording to the number of all of them; for, said 
Job, 'maybe my sons have sinned and have 
cursed God in their heart.'" (Job 1:4, 5) How 
this must have impressed upon Job's family 
members his concern that they have reveren­
tial fear of Jehovah and walk in His ways!

Today, Christian family heads need to in­
struct their families in God's Word, the Bible. 
(1 Timothy 5:8) And it is surely fitting to pray 
for family members—Romans 12:12.

Endured Faithfully Under Test
Most Bible readers are familiar with the se­

vere tests that came upon Job. Satan the Devil 
had asserted that under trying conditions Job 
would curse God. Jehovah accepted this chal­
lenge, and without delay Satan brought ca­
lamity upon Job. He lost all his livestock. 
Worse still, he suffered the loss of all his chil­
dren in death. Shortly thereafter, Satan struck 
Job with a malignant boil from head to foot. 
—Job, chapters 1, 2.

What was the outcome? When his wife 
urged him to curse God, Job said: "As one of 
the senseless women speaks, you speak also. 
Shall we accept merely what is good from the 
true God and not accept also what is bad?" 
The Bible record adds: "In all this Job did not 
sin with his lips." (Job 2:10) Yes, Job faithfully 
endured and thus proved the Devil to be a liar. 
May we similarly endure trials and prove that 
our service to God is motivated by pure love 
for Jehovah—Matthew 22:36-38.

Humbly Accepted Correction
Though Job was exemplary in many ways, 

he was not a perfect man. He himself said: 
"Who can produce someone clean out of 
someone unclean? There is not one." (Job 
14:4; Romans 5:12) So when God said that 
Job was blameless, this was true in the sense 
that he lived up to all that God expected of 
one of his imperfect and sinful human ser­
vants. What a source of encouragement!

Job endured his trial, but it revealed a flaw. 
Upon hearing of all the calamity that had 
come upon him, three so-called comforters 
visited him. (Job 2:11-13) They charged that 
Jehovah was punishing Job for committing 
grave sins. Naturally, Job was hurt because 
of these false accusations, and he vigorously 
sought to make a defense. But he became un­
balanced in trying to justify himself. Why, Job 
even implied that he was more righteous than 
God is!—Job 35:2, 3.

Because God loved Job, He used a young 
man to point out Job's error. The account says: 
"The anger of Elihu. . .  came to be hot. Against 
Job his anger blazed over his declaring his 
own soul righteous rather than God." As Eli­
hu observed: "Job has said, T certainly am in 
the right, but God himself has turned aside 
the judgment of m e.'" (Job 32:2; 34:5) Never­
theless, Elihu did not join the three "com­
forters" in wrongly concluding that God was 
punishing Job for his sins. Instead, Elihu ex­
pressed confidence in the faithfulness of Job,
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Job was richly rewarded for 
humbly accepting correction

Though we may be doing 
well in Jehovah's service, we 
will make mistakes. If a mis­
take is serious, Jehovah may 
correct us by some means. 
(Proverbs 3:11, 12) A scrip­
ture that pricks our con­
science may come to mind. 
Perhaps The W atchtower or 
some other publication of 
the Watch Tower Society 
may say something that 
makes us aware of an error. 
Or possibly a fellow Chris­
tian will kindly point out 
that we have failed to apply 
a Bible principle. How will 
we react to such correction? 
Job manifested a contrite 
spirit, saying: "I make a re­
traction, and I do repent in 
dust and ashes."—Job 42:6.

and he advised him: "The legal case is before 
[Jehovah], and so you should wait anxiously 
for him." Indeed, Job should have waited on 
Jehovah instead of speaking rashly in his own 
defense. Elihu assured Job: "Justice and abun­
dance of righteousness [God] will not belittle." 
- Jo b  35:14; 37:23.

Job's thinking needed to be corrected. 
Therefore, Jehovah gave him a lesson in man's 
littleness compared with God's greatness. Je­
hovah pointed to the earth, the sea, the starry 
heavens, the animals, and to many other mar­
vels of creation. Finally, God spoke of Levia­
than—the crocodile. Job humbly accepted cor­
rection, and in this he sets a further example.

Rewarded by Jehovah
Jehovah rewarded Job, 

allowing his servant to live 
on for another 140 years. 
During that time, he re­
ceived far more than he had 
lost. And though Job final­

ly died, he is sure to have a resurrection into 
God's new world.—Job 42:12-17; Ezekiel 14:14; 
John 5:28, 29; 2 Peter 3:13.

We too can be sure of God's favor and bless­
ing if we serve him loyally and accept all the 
Bible-based correction that comes our way. As 
a result, we will have the sure hope of life in 
God's new system of things. More important, 
we will honor God. Our faithful conduct will 
be rewarded and will add to the proof that 
his people serve him, not for selfish reasons, 
but out of wholehearted love. How privileged 
we are to make Jehovah's heart rejoice, as did 
faithful Job, who humbly accepted correction! 
—Proverbs 27:11.
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Questions From Readers

At Romans 12:19, was the apostle 
Paul indicating that Christians should 
not become wrathful, when he said:
"Do not avenge yourselves, beloved, 
but yield place to the wrath"?

S tric tly  speaking, no. Th e  apostle  Paul 
was here re fe rrin g  to  G od 's w ra th . O f 
course, th is  is n o t to  say th a t it  m at­
te rs no t w h e th e r C h ristia n s give in  
to  anger. Th e  Bib le clearly coun­
sels us against becom ing w ra th ­
fu l. C onside r a sam pling  o f d i­
vine counsel.

" L e t anger alone and leave rage; do no t show  
y o u rse lf heated up o n ly  to  do e v il." (Psa lm  
37:8) "Eve ryo ne  w h o  c ontinues w ra th fu l w ith  his 
b ro the r w ill be accountable to  the  c o u rt o f ju s ­
tice ." (M a tth e w  5 :2 2 ) " T h e  w o rk s o f the  flesh  
are m anifest, and they are fo rn ic a tion , unclean­
ness, loose conduct, ido la try , practice o f s p ir it­
ism , enm itie s, s trife , jealousy, f its  o f anger." (Ga­
latians 5:19, 20 ) " L e t  all m alic ious b itte rne ss and 
anger and w ra th  and scream ing and abusive  
speech be taken away fro m  y o u ."  (Ephesia ns 4: 
31) "E v e ry  man m u st be s w if t  ab out hearing, 
slow  about speaking, s lo w  a b out w ra th ."  (James 
1:19) Fu rth e rm o re , the  book o f Proverbs repeat­
edly counsels us against g iv ing  way to  w ra th  o r 
being prone to anger over petty offenses and h u ­
man e rro rs .— Proverbs 12:16; 14:17, 29 ; 15:1; 16: 
32; 17:14; 19 :11 ,19 ; 22 :24 ; 2 5 :2 8 ; 29 :22 .

Th e  context o f Rom ans 12:19 is in line w ith  
such counsel. Paul recom m ended th a t o u r love 
be w ith o u t hypocrisy, th a t we bless those  per­
secuting us, th a t we try  to  th in k  w e ll o f o th ­
ers, th a t we no t re tu rn  evil fo r evil, and th a t we  
strive  to  be peaceable w ith  all. He the n  urged: 
"D o  no t avenge yourse lves, beloved, b u t yield  
place to the  w ra th ; fo r it  is w rit te n : 'Vengeance is 
m ine; I w ill repay, says Je h o v a h .'"— Rom ans 12: 
9 ,1 4 ,1 6 -1 9 .

Yes, we sh o u ld  n o t let anger move 
us to  retaliate w ith  acts o f vengeance. 
O u r know ledge o f s itu a tio n s  and 
o u r sense o f justice  are im perfect. 

If we let anger move us to acts 
o f vengeance, we w ill o f­

ten do w ro n g . Th a t w o u ld  
serve the  ends o f G od 's  
A d ve rsa ry , th e  D e v il. 
Paul e lsew here  w ro te : 
"B e  w ra th fu l, and yet do  
n o t s in ; let the  sun  not 
set w ith  you in a pro­

voked state, n e ith e r a llow  
place fo r the  D e v il."— Ephesians 4 :26 , 27.

Th e  bette r course, the  w ise r course, is to  
let God dete rm ine  w h e n  and upon w h o m  ven­
geance is to  be b ro u g h t. He can do so w ith  fu ll 
knowledge o f the  facts, and any re trib u tio n  he 
takes w ill reflect h is perfect justice. W e can see 
th a t th is  is Pa u l's p o in t at Rom ans 12:19 w hen  
we note his reference to  D e u te ro nom y 32 :35 , 
41, w h ich  includes these  w o rd s: "Vengeance is 
m ine, and re tr ib u tio n ."  (C om pare H ebrew s 10: 
30 .) T h u s , even th o u g h  the  w o rd s "o f  G o d " are 
no t fo und  in the  Greek text, a n u m b e r o f m od­
ern tra n sla to rs  have inse rted  the m  at Rom ans 12: 
19. T h is  leads to  such readings as " le t  God take 
revenge" ( The C ontem porary En g lish  Version); 
"g ive  place un to  the  w ra th  o f G o d " (American  
Standard  Version); " le t  God p u n ish  if he w i l l "  
( The N ew  Testam ent in  M odern En g lish ); "leave  
a place fo r d iv ine  re tr ib u t io n ."—The N ew  Eng lish  
Bible.

Even w he n abused o r persecuted by enem ies 
o f the  tru th , we can m a n ifest t ru s t  in the  descrip­
tio n  o f jehovah God th a t M oses heard: "Jeho­
vah, Jehovah, a God m erc ifu l and gracious, s lo w  
to anger and ab und a nt in lov ing -k ind ness and 
tru th , p rese rv ing  lov ing -k ind ness fo r tho u sa n d s, 
pardoning e rro r and tra n sg re ss io n  and s in , b u t 
by no m eans w ill he give exem ption from  p u n ish ­
m e n t."— Exodus 34 :6 , 7.
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W E  A R E  T H E  S O R T  W H O  H A V E  F A I T H

Sharing the Christian Hope in Senegal

FISH  has been a staple food since ancient 
tim e s. Fo r tho u sa n d s o f years, people have 

fishe d  the  e a rth 's  seas, lakes, and rivers. Som e  
o f Jesus C h ris t 's  apostles w ere fishe rm e n on the  
Sea o f Galilee. To  the m , however, Jesus in tro ­
duced a no the r kind o f fish in g . T h is  was sp ir itu ­
al fish in g  th a t w o u ld  be ne fit no t on ly  the  fish e r­
m en b u t also the  fish .

In th is  regard, Jesus to ld  the  fishe rm a n Peter: 
"F ro m  now  on you w ill be catching men alive ." 
(Luke  5 :10 ) T h is  kind o f fish in g  is being carried 
on today in m ore than 2 3 0  lands, inc lud ing  Sen­
egal. (M a tth e w  24 :14) Here m odern-day " f is h ­
ers o f m e n " courageously share th e ir C h ristian  
hope w ith  o th e rs .— M a tth e w  4:19.

Senegal is located on the  m ost w e ste rly  tip  o f 
Africa. It  stretches fro m  sandy d e se rt areas bor­
d e ring  the  Sahara in the  n o rth  to  hum id  fo rests  
o f the  Casamance reg ion in the  so u th . Senegal is 
a land sw e p t by the  parching w in d s  o f the desert 
as w e ll as by the  cool, re fre sh ing  breezes o f the  
A tlantic . Here live m ore than nine m illio n  peo­
ple. In h a b ita n ts  o f Senegal are know n fo r th e ir  
h o sp ita lity . M o st do no t profess to  be C hristians. 
M any are shepherds, w h ile  o the rs are herdsm en  
o f cattle, camels, and goats. Th e re  are also fa rm ­
ers, c u ltiva ting  peanuts, cotton, and rice. Yes, 
and the re  are fish e rm e n , b rin g in g  in nets fu ll o f 
fish  fro m  the  A tlantic  Ocean and from  several 
large rive rs th a t w in d  th ro u g h  the  country. Th e  
fish in g  in d u s try  plays a v ita l role in the  economy 
o f Senegal. In fact, the  fa m ous national d ish is 
ceebu jen, a tasty  meal o f rice, fish , and vegeta­
bles.

"Fishers of Men"
Th e re  are 863 zealous preachers o f G od 's  

Kingdom  in Senegal. Sp iritu a l fish in g  began 
here in the  early 1950 's. A branch office o f the  
W atch To w e r Society was opened in Dakar, the  
capital, in 1965. M iss io n a ry  " f is h e rs "  began to
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arrive fro m  m any faraw ay countries. " F is h in g "  
opera tions sta rted , and the  sha ring  o f the  C h ris ­
tian hope in Senegal steadily moved ahead. 
Eventually , new  branch fac ilities w ere b u ilt  at Al- 
madies, on the  o u tsk irts  o f Dakar, and w ere ded­
icated to Jehovah in June 1999. W h a t a tim e  o f 
rejoic ing!

The Challenge of Accepting the Truth
People fro m  a great d ive rsity  o f backgrounds 

are regula rly  being contacted, and som e have 
responded favorably to  the  message o f hope  
found  in G od 's W o rd . A lth o u g h  m any have no 
knowledge o f the  Bible, they rejoice to learn th a t 
the  prom ises Jehovah God made to  the  fa ith fu l 
prophets o f o ld are soon to  be fu lfille d .

O ften  it takes courage to  take a firm  stand fo r  
C hristia n  p rinc ip les, especially w h e n  fa m ily  tra ­
d itio n s and custom s are involved. Fo r exam ple, 
polygamy is w id e ly  practiced in Senegal. C on­
sid e r the  case o f a man w h o  had tw o  w ives  
w hen he began to stu d y  the Bib le. W o u ld  he 
have the  courage to accept C h ristia n  t ru th  and 
conform  to the  Sc rip tu ra l re q u ire m e n t to  be the  
husband o f o n ly  one w ife? (1 T im o th y  3 :2 ) And  
w o u ld  he keep the  w ife  o f h is yo u th , the  w o m ­
an he m arried firs t?  T h a t is w h a t he d id, and he 
now  serves as a zealous e lder in one o f the  larg­
er congregations in the  Dakar area. H is  f i r s t  w ife  
has also accepted the  t ru th  along w ith  all o f h is  
12 children, 10 fro m  his f i r s t  w ife  and 2 fro m  his 
fo rm e r second w ife .

A no the r obstacle to  accepting the  C hristia n  
hope may be illiteracy. Does th is  mean th a t an 
illite ra te  person cannot accept and practice the  
tru th ?  N o t at all. C onside r the  example o f M arie, 
a ha rd w ork ing  m othe r o f e ig h t young child ren. 
She quickly saw the  im portance o f d iscussing  a 
Bible te xt w ith  her young ones each day before  
they le ft fo r school and she w e n t to  w o rk . B u t



ho w  could she do th is , since she could no t read? 
Early every m o rn in g , she took the  booklet Exam ­
in ing  the Scriptures D a ily  and stood on the  sandy  
stree t in fro n t o f her house. As people passed 
by, she asked the m  if they could read. W h e n  
she found  som eone w h o  could, she handed over 
the booklet and earnestly  said: " I  cannot read, 
so w o u ld  you please read th is  section to  me 
today?" She listened a tte n tive ly  to  the  reading. 
N ext she thanked the  passerby and quickly en­
tered her house to  have a lively d iscussion o f the  
text w ith  her child ren before the y le ft fo r school!

People of All Sorts Respond
In Senegal, people can be fo und  s itt in g  in 

the  stree ts se lling  fish , vegetables, o r f ru i t  at the  
m arket o r rec lin ing u n d e r a m ajestic baobab tree  
d rink ing  ataya, a som ew ha t b itte r green tea. De­
te rm ined to  share the  good news w ith  all w ho m  
they met, tw o  b ro th e rs spoke w ith  a disabled  
man w h o  was begging in the  stree t. A fte r greet­
ing h im , they said: "M a n y  people give you m on­
ey b u t do no t stop  to  talk. W e have come by 
to  ta lk to  you a b out som e th in g  very im p o rta n t 
th a t concerns y o u r fu tu re ."  Th e  beggar was s u r­
prised. "W e  w o u ld  like to  ask you a q u e stio n ,"  
the  b ro th e rs c ontinued . "W h y  do you th in k  there  
is so m uch su ffe rin g  in the  w o rld ? " " I t 's  G od 's  
w ill , "  replied the  beggar.

Th e  b ro th e rs  the n  reasoned 
w ith  h im  fro m  th e  S c r ip ­

tu re s and explained Revela­
tio n  21 :4 . Th e  beggar was 

deeply touched by th is  
message o f hope and by 
the  fact th a t som eone  
was interested enough in 
him  to stop  and discuss 
the  Bib le . Tears filled  h is  
eyes. Instead o f asking  

fo r money, he im plo red  
the  b ro th e rs  to  take all the  

coins th a t he had in his beg­
g ing  can! He was so in sis­

te n t th a t th is  attracted the  
atte n tion  o f everyone pass­
ing by. O n ly  w ith  great d if­

ficu lty  did the  b ro th e rs persuade him  to  
keep the  money. He fin a lly  agreed b u t insisted  
th a t they v is it h im  again.

Th e  large un ive rs ity  in Dakar is also add­
ing to the  catch in the  sp iritu a l fish in g  net. Th e re  
a medical s tu d e n t named ]ean-Louis began to  
study the Bible. He accepted the  tru th  quickly, 
dedicated his life to  Jehovah, and was baptized. 
H is desire was to  serve God in the  fu ll- tim e  p io­
neer service, b u t he also enjoyed his study o f 
medicine. Because o f a contract w ith  h is home  
country, he was obliged to  com plete his s tu d ­
ies. Yet, he began se rv ing  as an a ux ilia ry  p ioneer 
at the same tim e . S h o rtly  a fte r receiving h is d i­
ploma as a qua lified  physician, he was invited to  
serve in a large Bethel hom e in Africa as the  fam ­
ily doctor. A n o th e r young man contacted at Da­
kar U n ive rs ity  is also no w  se rv ing  w ith  the  Bethel 
fam ily  in h is home country.

Sp iritu a l fish in g  in Senegal certa in ly  is rew ard­
ing. Th e  Bib le lite ra tu re  o f Jehovah's W itnesse s is 
greatly appreciated and is no w  being produced  
in the  local W o lo f language. Hearing  the  good  
news in th e ir m o th e r tongue  has encouraged  
many honesthearted people to  respond g ra te fu l­
ly. W ith  Jehovah's b lessing , no d o u b t m any m ore  
sym bolic  fish  w ill be caught, as Senega l's zealous 
" fish e rs  o f m e n " continue  to  share the  C hristia n  
hope fa ith fu lly  and courageously.
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THE sign seen here has been prominent­
ly displayed on one of the Watchtower 

Society's factory buildings in Brooklyn, 
New York, since the 1950's. Commuters, 
tourists, and others who pass by are re­
minded to read the Bible daily. The follow­
ing letter, received from a young Witness 
girl, shows the effectiveness of this re­
minder.

"I was discussing with a classmate of 
mine what I wanted to do when I got out of 
high school. I started talking about Bethel, 
the headquarters of Jehovah's Witnesses, 
and she got very excited. She told me that 
she had lived in New York City all her life. 
Her family was not very religious, but every 
morning when she looked out the window,

there was a sign that said 'Read God's Word 
the Holy Bible Daily.' So every day she read 
her Bible before she left to go to school.

"After moving out of the city, she said 
that the thing she misses about New York 
City is that when she wakes up, she no 
longer sees the reminder to read her Bible. 
But because of the sign on the Watchtower 
building, Bible reading has become a habit, 
so she continues to read the Bible daily!"

What could be a better way to start the 
day than by reading a portion of God's 
Word! In so doing, you will no doubt come 
to appreciate the apostle Paul's words: "The 
holy writings . . .  are able to make you wise 
for salvation through the faith in connec­
tion with Christ Jesus."—2 Timothy 3:15-17.

w00-E 3/15


