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HEED THE WARNING!
«  -

BOOM! On june 3,1991, with a reverberating rumble, 
Mount Fugen in Japan spewed out a torrent of vol­

canic gases and ash. The superheated mixture 
poured down the slope. The eruption killed 43 

people. Many who barely survived were 
badly burned. "Water, water, please," 

some cried. Fire fighters and police­
men frantically raced to help them.

A LAVA dome 
had been ob 

served on the summit 
of Mount Fugen about two 
weeks earlier, so the authorities 
and inhabitants had been on the 
alert. For well over a week before the di­
saster, an advisory to evacuate the area had 
been given. Just a day before the eruption, the 
police had asked members of the press to re­
frain from going into the restricted area. Yet, 
that fatal afternoon the 43 victims were in the 
danger zone.

Why did so many venture into the area or 
remain there? Some farmers who had evacuat­
ed their homes went back to check on their be­
longings and fields. Three volcanologists were 
trying to get as near as possible to the volca­
no to satisfy their academic interest. A number 
of reporters and photographers dared to cross 
the off-limits line because they wanted to

Yomiuri/Orion 
Press/Sipa Press

get a scoop on 
the volcanic activ­

ity. Three cab drivers 
hired by the press were 

on the scene. Policemen 
and volunteer fire fighters 

were on duty. Each had his own rea­
son for going into the danger zone—and 

the consequence was that he lost his life.

Are You in a Danger Zone?
We may not all live near an active volcano. 

Yet, what if we were facing a global catastrophe, 
putting all of us in a danger zone encompass­
ing the entire globe? A book that has proved 
to be a reliable source of prophetic informa­
tion warns us of a coming worldwide disaster 
and describes it this way: 'The sun will be dark­
ened, and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken___All the tribes
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of the earth will beat themselves in lamenta­
tion." (Matthew 24:29, 30) Here celestial phe­
nomena of universal magnitude are described 
as affecting "all the tribes of the earth." In oth­
er words, this prophecy relates to a catastrophe 
that will affect every one of us.

This book of reliable prophecy is the Bi­
ble. Interestingly, the context of the above- 
mentioned scripture passage gives a detailed

description of things that will lead up to the 
global calamity. Just as the lava dome and oth­
er volcanic indicators gave the Shimabara city 
officials reasons for designating a danger zone, 
the Bible gives us reasons for being on the 
alert and for preparing ourselves for surviv­
al. We can learn a lesson from the tragedy at 
Mount Fugen and discern the gravity of what 
lies ahead.

Iwasa/Sipa Press

IT IS the task of volcanologists to make obser­
vations and to weigh the evidence and then 

to warn about coming volcanic eruptions. 
(Once Mount Fugen had erupted, the police 
had to keep people out of the danger zone.) 
Similarly, Bible students observe the sign of 
"the conclusion of the system of things" and 
alert others to the impending danger.—Mat­
thew 24:3.

In the same chapter of the Bible that warns 
about an impending global catastrophe, we 
can read this description of preliminary devel­
opments: "Nation will rise against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 
food shortages and earthquakes in one place
after another---- Many false prophets will arise
and mislead many; and because of the increas­
ing of lawlessness the love of the greater num­
ber will cool off___And this good news of the
kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited 
earth for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come."—Matthew 24:7-14.

We do not need to be news analysts to dis­
cern the current fulfillment of this prophecy. 
Especially since 1914, we have experienced it. 
This century has seen two world wars, a great 
number of civil wars, local warfares, and racial 
and religious conflicts. Mankind has suffered 
food shortages as a result of such wars, in addi­
tion to privations caused by natural disasters. 
Many lives have been swallowed up by earth­
quakes. Cults with dubious leaders and fanatic 
followers have sprung up. "The increasing 
of lawlessness" has turned people away from 
showing love, and neighborliness is no longer 
the norm.

The worldwide preaching work, another as­
pect of the sign, is certainly being accom­
plished. Just turn back to the cover of this 
magazine, and you will note the words "An­
nouncing Jehovah's Kingdom" as part of the 
title. The Watchtower; published in 132 lan­
guages and with a circulation of more than 
22 million, is a major tool for those who de-
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dare "this good news of the kingdom" in all 
the inhabited earth. That good news indudes 
the message that the Creator of the universe, 
Jehovah God, has established the heavenly 
Kingdom that will destroy the wicked system 
of things and bring in a paradise on earth. In­
deed, the sign that God will soon take action 
is observable now, indicating that the lives of 
people in this system of things are in dan­
ger.—Compare 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Peter 3:3, 4; 
Revelation 6:1-8.

The Fear-Inspiring Day of Jehovah
What will happen when the time is ripe for 

Jehovah to execute his judgment? Listen to his 
own graphic description of what will then take 
place: "I will give portents in the heavens and 
on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. The sun itself will be turned into dark­
ness, and the moon into blood, before the 
coming of the great and fear-inspiring day of 
Jehovah."—Joel 2:30, 31.

That day, more fearsome and destructive 
than any local volcanic eruption or earth­
quake, is imminent. The prophet Zephani- 
ah says: "The great day of Jehovah is near. 
It is near, and there is a hurrying of it 
very much. . . .  By the fire of his zeal the 
whole earth will be devoured, because he will 
make an extermination, indeed a terrible one, 
of all the inhabitants of the earth." Although 
"neither their silver nor their gold will be able 
to deliver them in the day of Jehovah's fury," 
there is a way to survive that fear-inspiring day. 
—Zephaniah 1:14-18.

Showing how, Zephaniah says: "Before 
there comes upon you people the burning an­
ger of Jehovah, before there comes upon you 
the day of Jehovah's anger, seek Jehovah, all 
you meek ones of the earth . . . Seek righ­
teousness, seek meekness. Probably you may 
be concealed in the day of Jehovah's anger." 
(Zephaniah 2:2, 3) We can take refuge by 
'seeking Jehovah, seeking righteousness, and 
seeking meekness.' Who today are seeking 
Jehovah?

You no doubt relate the word "Jehovah" to 
Jehovah's Witnesses because of their preach­
ing work. You may have received this maga­
zine from one of them. They are known as 
moral citizens who lead upright lives. They 
are endeavoring to put on a "new personality," 
which includes developing meekness. (Colos- 
sians 3:8-10) This, they admit, results from 
being educated by Jehovah's visible organiza­
tion, throughout the earth represented by lo­
cal congregations of Jehovah's Witnesses. Yes, 
you can take refuge along with 'the entire as­
sociation of brothers' among Jehovah's Wit­
nesses the world over.—1 Peter 5:9.

Take Refuge Now
To take refuge by seeking Jehovah, we have 

to be his friends. What does that involve? The 
Bible answers: "Do you not know that the 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of 
the world is constituting himself an enemy of 
God." (James 4:4) To be friends of God, we 
must rid ourselves of any emotional attach­
ment to the present wicked world, character­
ized by a rebellious attitude toward God.

The Bible admonishes us: "Do not be lov­
ing either the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Fa­
ther is not in him; because everything in the 
world—the desire of the flesh and the de­
sire of the eyes and the showy display of one's 
means of life—does not originate with the Fa­
ther, but originates with the world. Further­
more, the world is passing away and so is its 
desire, but he that does the will of God re­
mains forever." (1 John 2:15-17) Most people 
today are motivated by fleshly desires—uncon­
trolled sexual appetite, greedy pursuit of mon­
ey, and abusive use of power. But to be on Je­
hovah's side, one must overcome such desires. 
—Colossians 3:5-8.

You may have read this journal from time 
to time, and you might agree with its applica­
tion of Bible prophecies. Yet, you may hesitate
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to take the further step of associating with 
Jehovah's Witnesses. If we are faced with a di­
saster, however, is it enough just to hear the 
warning? As we can see from the case of the 
Mount Fugen eruption, we need to act on the 
warning. Remember, at least 15 news report­
ers and cameramen intent on securing a scoop 
lost their lives. In fact, one photographer died 
with his finger on the shutter button of his 
camera. A volcanologist—who had remarked, 
"If one day I have to die, I want it to be at the 
edge of a volcano"—lost his life just as he had 
wished. They were all dedicated to their work 
and their pursuits. Yet, they paid with their 
lives—the price of ignoring the warning.

Many today hear the message about God's 
decision to destroy this wicked system of 
things and discern, to a certain extent, the 
validity of the warning. 'It may eventually 
come,' they may reason, 'but not today.' They 
conveniently put off the day of Jehovah to a 
later time so that they may not be diverted 
from what seems more important in their eyes 
at the moment.

Baruch had such a problem. Being the secre­
tary to the ancient prophet Jeremiah, Baruch 
courageously warned the Israelites of Jerusa­
lem's impending doom. Yet, he once became 
weary of his commission. At that, Jehovah cor­
rected him: "As for you, you keep seeking great 
things for yourself. Do not keep on seeking." 
Be it wealth, prominence, or material security, 
Baruch was not to 'seek great things for him­
self.' He was to be interested in one thing, do­
ing God's will to help people to stand on His 
side. As a result, he would receive 'his soul 
as a spoil.' (Jeremiah 45:1-5) Comparably, in­
stead of 'seeking great things for ourselves,' we 
should seek Jehovah, which can lead to the 
saving of our own lives.

At Mount Fugen, over a dozen policemen 
and volunteer firemen were on duty when 
the superheated volcanic flow hit them. They 
were trying to help and protect endangered

people. They were like well-meaning men and 
women who are immersed in improving this 
world. Lofty though their motives may be, 
"that which is made crooked cannot be made 
straight." (Ecclesiastes 1:15) The crooked sys­
tem of things cannot be straightened out. Is 
it reasonable to make oneself "a friend of the 
world" by trying to save a worldwide system 
that God is determined to eliminate?

Once You Have Fled, Stay Away
It is one thing to flee from the endangered 

system, but it is quite another to remain in 
the protective care of "the whole association 
ofbrothers." (1 Peter 2:17) Let us not forget the 
farmers who, after being evacuated, went back 
to check their fields near Mount Fugen. Prob­
ably, they were anxious to return to the "nor­
mal" life they used to have. But you realize 
that their decision to go back was unwise. Per­
haps that was not their first attempt to cross 
the line. They might have stepped into the 
perilous area just for a little while and noth­
ing happened. The next time, they might have 
stayed a little longer, and still nothing hap­
pened. Likely, they soon became accustomed 
to crossing the protective line and were em­
boldened to linger in the endangered area.

Jesus Christ referred to a similar situation 
that would occur during "the conclusion of 
the system of things." He said: "As they 
were in those days before the flood, eating 
and drinking, men marrying and women be­
ing given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark; and they took no note 
until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so the presence of the Son of man will be." 
—Matthew 24:3, 38, 39.

Notice that Jesus mentioned eating, drink­
ing, and getting married. None of those things 
are in themselves wrong in Jehovah's eyes. 
What was wrong then? The people of Noah's 
day "took no note," leading a life centered 
around their regular routine. In a time of 
emergency, one cannot live a "normal" life.
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Take refuge along 
with Jehovah's 

people and stay 
with them

Once you have fled from, 
or have separated yourself from, the 
present doomed world, you must fight any 
urge to go back to take advantage of whatever 
can be gleaned from it. (1 Corinthians 7:31) 
You may be able to wander out of the spiritu­
ally safe zone and come back unscathed with 
no one even noticing it. However, that like­
ly will embolden you and lead to your return­
ing to the world again, lingering in it a bit lon­
ger. Soon the attitude could develop: "The end 
won't come today."

Also, think of the three cab drivers who lost 
their lives waiting for the news reporters and 
cameramen when the volcanic flow swirled 
down the slope. Some today may tag along 
with others who have dared to go back into 
the world. Whatever the reason, it is clear that 
being coaxed into returning to the perilous 
zone is not worth the risk.

All the victims of the eruption of Mount Fu- 
gen crossed the safety line and went into 
the danger zone. Though they expected that 
the mountain would erupt someday, no one 
thought that it would be on that day. By

observing the 
sign of the conclusion of 
the system of things, many expect the 
day of Jehovah to come sometime but likely 
not soon. Some even feel that the day could 
never be "today." Such an attitude is indeed 
risky.

"Jehovah's day will come as a thief," the 
apostle Peter warned. We need to be alert, 
"awaiting and keeping close in mind the pres­
ence of the day of Jehovah," doing our "ut­
most to be found finally by him spotless and 
unblemished and in peace." (2 Peter 3:10-14) 
After the destruction of the present wicked 
system of things, a paradise earth under the 
Kingdom of God awaits. May we never be 
tempted to venture into the danger zone for 
whatever reason our mind might come up 
with, since the day we cross the line back into 
the world could be the day of Jehovah.

Take refuge along with Jehovah's people 
and stay with them.
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Small Bodies,

Big Hearts
WHAT would it be like to talk to strangers 

about God's Kingdom if you were only 
30 inches tall? Laura can tell you. At 33 years 
of age, that is her height, just 30 inches. She 
and her sister, Maria, who is 24 years old and 
34 inches tall, live in Quito, Ecuador. Let them 
explain the obstacles they face in their Chris­
tian ministry.

"To get to our preaching territory 
and to Christian meetings, we walk 
about a third of a mile to catch a 
bus. From where it drops us 
off, we walk another third

fort with our short legs. Because of our small 
stature, a heavy bookbag presents an addition­
al challenge. To make the bag lighter, we use a 
pocket-size Bible and also limit the amount of 
literature that we carry.

"Since childhood, we have both been very 
introverted. Our neighbors know that talk­

ing to strangers has always been an intimi­
dating experience for us. Therefore they 

are surprised and impressed to see us 
knocking on their doors, and they 

usually give us a hearing ear. 
But where we are not so well-

Maria

of a mile to get a second 
bus. Unfortunately, along 
this path live five hostile dogs.
Dogs are very frightening to us 
because they can seem as big as 
horses. To ward them off if necessary, 
we take along a stick, which we hide 
somewhere before catching the bus so that it 
will be available for our walk home.

known, people often see 
only that we are midgets; 

thus, they do not always give 
us the serious attention that our 

message deserves. Nonetheless, sens­
ing Jehovah's love gives us the heart to 

continue in the evangelizing work. Medi­
tating on Proverbs 3:5, 6 also gives us cour­

age."

Laura

"Getting on the bus is literally a big step 
for us. We stand atop a mound of dirt at the 
bus stop in order to board more easily. Some 
drivers pull over to the mound, but others do 
not. In that case, the taller one of us helps the 
shorter to get on. Catching the second bus re­
quires that we cross a busy highway—a real ef­

As Laura and Maria demonstrate, persever­
ing despite physical hindrances can glorify 
God. The apostle Paul prayed that his "thorn 
in the flesh," possibly a physical affliction, be 
taken away from him. But God told him: "My 
undeserved kindness is sufficient for you; for 
my power is being made perfect in weak-
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"Dogs are very frightening 
to us because they can seem 

as big as horses"
Below: Laura and Marfa 

and those who studied the 
Bible with them

ness." Yes, a physical handi­
cap need not be removed for 
us to be able to serve God. 
Complete reliance on God 
can help us to make the best 
of our circumstances. Because 
Paul regarded his "thorn in 
the flesh" this way, he could 
say: "When I am weak, then 
I am powerful." (2 Corinthi­
ans 12:7, 9,10) Some years lat­
er Paul wrote: "For all things 
I have the strength by virtue 
of him who imparts power to 
me."—Philippians 4:13.

In modern times, God is ac­
complishing a mighty work 
through men, women, and 
children who are fully devot­
ed to him. A number of them 
are impaired in some way. 
Though all of them hope for 
divine healing under God's 
Kingdom, they are not wait­
ing until God relieves them 
of their problems before 
trying to do something in his 
service.

Do you suffer from some 
physical weakness? Take cour­
age/ Through your faith you 
can be among those like Paul, 
Laura, and Maria. Of them 
it can be said, as was the 
case with men and women of 
faith in ancient times: "From 
a weak state [they] were made 
powerful."—Hebrews 11:34.
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Getting to Know  
"the M ind of Christ"

'"W ho has com e to know  the m ind o f  Jehovah, that he m ay instruct him?' 
But we do have the m ind o f  C h r i s t " Co r in t h ia n s  2:16.

W HAT did Jesus look like? What color 
was his hair? his skin? his eyes? How 

tall was he? How much did he weigh? Over 
the centuries, artistic representations of Jesus 
have varied from the reasonable to the far­
fetched. Some have depicted him as manly 
and vibrant, while others have portrayed him 
as frail and pallid.

2 The Bible, however, does not focus atten­
tion on Jesus' appearance. Rather, Jehovah

1, 2. In his Word, Jehovah saw fit to reveal what 
about Jesus?

saw fit to reveal something far more signif­
icant: the kind of person Jesus was. The Gos­
pel accounts not only report what Jesus said 
and did but also reveal the depth of feeling 
and the pattern of thinking behind his words 
and actions. These four inspired accounts 
enable us to peer into what the apostle Paul 
referred to as "the mind of Christ." (1 Corin­
thians 2:16) It is important that we become 
acquainted with the thoughts, feelings, and 
personality of Jesus. Why? For at least 
two reasons.

Jesus grew up in a large family, likely in modest circumstances
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3 First, the mind of Christ gives us a glimpse 
into the mind of Jehovah God. Jesus was so 
intimately acquainted with his Father that he 
could say: "Who the Son is no one knows 
but the Father; and who the Father is, no one 
knows but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
is willing to reveal him." (Luke 10:22) It is as if 
Jesus were saying, 'If you want to know what 
Jehovah is like, look to me.' (John 14:9) Thus, 
when we study what the Gospels reveal about 
the way Jesus thought and felt, we are, in ef­
fect, learning how Jehovah thinks and feels. 
Such knowledge enables us to draw closer to 
our God.—James 4:8.

4 Second, our knowing the mind of Christ 
helps us to "follow his steps closely." (1 Peter 2: 
21) Following Jesus is not simply a matter of re­
peating his words and copying his deeds. Since 
speech and actions are influenced by thoughts 
and feelings, following Christ requires that we 
cultivate the same "mental attitude" that he 
had. (Philippians 2:5) In other words, if we are 
truly to act like Christ, we must first learn to 
think and feel like him, that is, to the best of 
our ability as imperfect humans. Let us, then, 
with the help of the Gospel writers, peer into 
the mind of Christ. We will first discuss factors 
that influenced the way Jesus thought and felt.

His Prehuman Existence
5 Our close associates can have an effect on 

us, influencing our thoughts, feelings, and ac­
tions for good or for bad.* (Proverbs 13:20) 
Consider the association that Jesus had in the

* That spirit creatures can be influenced by their asso­
ciation is indicated at Revelation 12:3, 4. Satan is there 
depicted as a "dragon" who was able to use his influence 
to get other "stars," or spirit sons, to join him in a rebel­
lious course.—Compare Job 38:7.

3. Our becoming acquainted with the mind of 
Christ can give us what insight?
4. If we are truly to act like Christ, what must we 
first learn, and why?
5. 6. (a) Our associates can have what effect on 
us? (b) What association did God's firstborn Son 
have in the heavens before coming to earth, and 
what effect did this have on him?

heavens before coming to earth. The Gospel 
of John calls attention to Jesus' prehuman ex­
istence as "the Word," or Spokesman, of God. 
Says John: "In the beginning the Word was, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was a god. This one was in the beginning with 
God." (John 1:1, 2) Since Jehovah had no be­
ginning, the Word's being with God from "the 
beginning" must refer to the start of God's cre­
ative works. (Psalm 90:2) Jesus is "the firstborn 
of all creation." Hence, he existed before other 
spirit creatures and the physical universe were 
created.—Colossians 1:15; Revelation 3:14.

6 According to some scientific estimates, the 
physical universe has existed for at least 12 bil­
lion years. If those estimates are anywhere near 
correct, God's firstborn Son enjoyed close as­
sociation with his Father for aeons before the 
creation of Adam. (Compare Micah 5:2.) A ten­
der and deep bond thus developed between 
the two of them. As wisdom personified, this 
firstborn Son in his prehuman existence is rep­
resented as saying: "I came to be the one [Je­
hovah] was specially fond of day by day, I be­
ing glad before him all the time." (Proverbs 
8:30) Surely spending countless ages in inti­
mate association with the Source of love had 
a profound effect on God's Son! (1 John 4:8) 
This Son came to know and reflect his Father's 
thoughts, feelings, and ways as no one else 
could.—Matthew 11:27.

Earthly Life and Influences
7 God's Son had more to learn, for Jehovah's 

purpose was to equip his Son to be a compas­
sionate High Priest, able to "sympathize with 
our weaknesses." (Hebrews 4:15) To meet the 
requirements for this role was one of the rea­
sons the Son came to earth as a human. Here, 
as a man of flesh and blood, Jesus was ex­
posed to circumstances and influences that 
he previously had only observed from heaven. 
Now he was able to experience human feelings

7. What is one of the reasons why it was necessary 
for God's firstborn Son to come to earth?
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and emotions firsthand. At times he felt tired, 
thirsty, and hungry. (Matthew 4:2; John 4:6, 7) 
Even more, he endured all manner of hard­
ships and suffering. He thus "learned obedi­
ence" and became completely qualified for his 
role as High Priest.—Hebrews 5:8-10.

8 What about Jesus' experiences during his 
early life on earth? The record of his child­
hood is very brief. In fact, only Matthew and 
Luke related the events surrounding his birth. 
The Gospel writers knew that Jesus had lived 
in heaven before coming to earth. That pre­
human existence, more than anything else, ex­
plained what kind of man he became. Never­
theless, Jesus was fully human. Though 
perfect, he still had to grow from babyhood 
through childhood and adolescence to adult­
hood, all the while learning. (Luke 2:51, 52) 
The Bible reveals certain things about Jesus' 
early life that no doubt affected him.

9 Evidently, Jesus was born into a poor fami­
ly. This is indicated by the offering Joseph and 
Mary brought to the temple about 40 days af-

8. What do we know about Jesus' early life on 
earth?
9. (a) What indication is there that Jesus was born 
into a poor family? (b) In what type of circumstanc­
es did Jesus likely grow up?

The teachers were amazed at the understanding 
and answers of T2-year-old Jesus

ter his birth. Instead of bringing a young ram 
as a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a tur­
tledove as a sin offering, they brought either 
"a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
(Luke 2:24) According to the Mosaic Law, this 
offering was a provision for the poor. (Leviti­
cus 12:6-8) In time, this humble family grew. 
Joseph and Mary had at least six other children 
by natural means after the miraculous birth of 
Jesus. (Matthew 13:55, 56) So Jesus grew up in 
a large family, likely in modest circumstances.

10 Jesus was raised by God-fearing parents 
who cared for him. His mother, Mary, was an 
outstanding woman. Recall that when greeting 
her, the angel Gabriel said: "Good day, high­
ly favored one, Jehovah is with you." (Luke 1: 
28) Joseph too was a devout man. Each year he 
faithfully made the 90-mile journey to Jerusa­
lem for the Passover. Mary also attended, even 
though only males were required to do so. (Ex­
odus 23:17; Luke 2:41) On one such occasion, 
Joseph and Mary, after a diligent search, found 
12-year-old Jesus in the temple in the midst of 
the teachers. To his worried parents, Jesus said: 
"Did you not know that I must be in the house 
of my Father?" (Luke 2:49) "Father"—that word 
must have had a warm and positive connota­
tion to young Jesus. For one thing, he evident­
ly had been told that Jehovah was his real Fa­
ther. In addition, Joseph must have been a 
good adoptive father to Jesus. Surely Jehovah 
would not have selected a harsh or cruel man 
to raise His dear Son!

11 During his years in Nazareth, Jesus learned 
the carpentry trade, likely from his adoptive fa­
ther, Joseph. Jesus so mastered the craft that he 
himself was called "the carpenter." (Mark 6:3) 
In Bible times, carpenters were employed in

10. What shows that Mary and Joseph were God­
fearing individuals?
11. What craft did Jesus learn, and in Bible times, 
what did working at this trade involve?
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building houses, constructing furniture (in­
cluding tables, stools, and benches), and mak­
ing farming implements. In his Dialogue With 
Trypho, Justin Martyr, of the second centu­
ry C.E., wrote of Jesus: "He was in the habit 
of working as a carpenter when among men, 
making ploughs and yokes." Such work was 
not easy, for the ancient carpenter probably 
could not buy his wood. More likely, he went 
out and selected a tree, swung his ax, and car­
ried the wood home. So Jesus may have known 
the challenges of earning a living, dealing with 
customers, and making ends meet.

12 As the oldest son, Jesus probably helped 
to care for the family, particularly since it ap­
pears that Joseph died before Jesus.* Zion's 
Watch Tower of January 1, 1900, said: "Tradi­
tion declares that Joseph died while Jesus was 
yet young, and that the latter took up the car­
penter's trade and became the support of the 
family. This finds some support in the Scriptur­
al testimony where Jesus himself is called a car­
penter, and his mother and brethren are men­
tioned, but Joseph is ignored. (Mark 6 :3 ) . . .  It 
is quite probable, then, that the long period of 
eighteen years of our Lord's life, from the time 
of the incident [recorded at Luke 2:41-49] to 
the time of his baptism, was spent in the per­
formance of the ordinary duties of life." Mary 
and her children, including Jesus, likely knew 
the pain that results when a beloved husband 
and father dies.

13 Clearly, Jesus was not born into a cush­

* The last direct mention of Joseph is when 12-year- 
old Jesus was found in the temple. There is no reference 
to Joseph's being present at the wedding feast in Cana, 
at the start of Jesus' ministry. (John 2:1-3) In 33 C.E., 
the impaled Jesus entrusted Mary to the care of the be­
loved apostle John. That is something Jesus likely would 
not have done had Joseph still been alive.—John 19: 
26, 27.

12. What indicates that Joseph evidently died be­
fore Jesus, and what would this have meant for Je­
sus?
13. When Jesus embarked on his ministry, why was 
it with knowledge, insight, and depth of feeling that 
no other man could have had?

ioned life. Rather, he experienced firsthand the 
life of ordinary people. Then, in 29 C.E., the 
time came for Jesus to carry out the divine as­
signment awaiting him. In the fall of that 
year, he was baptized in water and was be­
gotten as a spiritual Son of God. The heav­
ens were opened up to him,' evidently indicat­
ing that he could now recall his prehuman life 
in heaven, including the thoughts and feelings 
that went with it. (Luke 3:21, 22) So when Jesus 
embarked on his ministry, it was with knowl­
edge, insight, and depth of feeling that no oth­
er man could have had. With good reason, the 
Gospel writers devoted most of their writings 
to the events of Jesus' ministry. Even so, they 
could not record everything he said and did. 
(John 21:25) But what they were inspired to re­
cord enables us to peer into the mind of the 
greatest man who ever lived.

What Jesus Was Like as a Person
14 The personality of Jesus that emerges from 

the Gospels is that of a man of tender warmth 
and deep feelings. He displayed a broad range 
of emotional responses: pity for a leper (Mark 
1:40, 41); grief over an unresponsive people 
(Luke 19:41, 42); righteous indignation at 
greedy money changers (John 2:13-17). A man 
of empathy, Jesus could be moved to tears, and

14. How do the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of 
tender warmth and deep feelings?

I n O u r  N e x t  I s s u e

G o d  D o e s  A n s w e r  P ra y e rs

"S e a rc h  fo r  Je h o va h  a n d  H is  S t r e n g t h "

S e a rc h in g  fo r  Je h o va h  
W it h  a P re p a re d  H e a r t
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he did not hide his emotions. When his dear 
friend Lazarus had died, the sight of Mary, Laz­
arus' sister, weeping touched Jesus so deeply 
that he gave way to tears himself, crying in full 
view of others.—John 11:32-36.

15 Jesus' tender feelings were especially evi­
dent in the way he viewed and treated oth­
ers. He reached out to the poor and op­
pressed, helping them to 'find refreshment for 
their souls.' (Matthew 11:4, 5, 28-30) He was 
not too busy to respond to the needs of the af­
flicted, whether a hemorrhaging woman who 
quietly touched his garment or a blind beggar 
who would not be silenced. (Matthew 9:20-22; 
Mark 10:46-52) Jesus looked for the good in 
others and commended them; yet, he was also 
willing to offer reproof when needed. (Mat­
thew 16:23; John 1:47; 8:44) At a time when 
women enjoyed few rights, Jesus treated them 
with a balanced measure of dignity and re­
spect. (John 4:9, 27) Understandably, a group 
of women willingly ministered to him from 
their own belongings.—Luke 8:3.

16 Jesus had a balanced view of life. Material 
things were not of primary importance to him.

15. How were Jesus' tender feelings evident in the 
way he viewed and treated others?
16. What demonstrates that Jesus had a balanced 
view of life and material things?

Do You Recall?

• W h y  is i t  im p o rta n t  th a t  w e  becom e  
ac qua in te d  w ith  " th e  m in d  o f 
C h r is t "?

• W h a t  a ssoc ia tio n  d id  Jesus have in  h is  
p re h u m a n  existence?

• D u r in g  h is  e a rth ly  life , w h a t c irc um ­
stances and in flu e n c e s d id  Jesus ex­
perience f irs th a n d ?

• W h a t do  th e  G osp e ls reveal a b o u t th e  
p e rso n a lity  o f Jesus?

Materially, it seems, he had very little. He said 
that he had "nowhere to lay down his head." 
(Matthew 8:20) At the same time, Jesus added 
to the joy of others. When he attended a wed­
ding feast—typically an event marked by mu­
sic, singing, and rejoicing—it is clear that he 
was not there to cast a pall over the occasion. 
Indeed, Jesus performed his first miracle there. 
When the wine ran out, he turned water into 
fine wine, a beverage that "makes the heart of 
mortal man rejoice." (Psalm 104:15; John 2: 
1-11) The festivities could thus continue, and 
the bride and groom were no doubt spared em­
barrassment. His balance is further reflected in 
that there are far more occasions mentioned 
when Jesus worked long and hard in his minis­
try—John 4:34.

17 Jesus was a Master Teacher. Much of his 
teaching reflected the realities of everyday life, 
with which he was well acquainted. (Mat­
thew 13:33; Luke 15:8) His manner of teach­
ing was matchless—ever clear, simple, and prac­
tical. Even more significant is what he taught. 
His teachings reflected his heartfelt desire to ac­
quaint his listeners with the thoughts, feelings, 
and ways of Jehovah.—John 17:6-8.

18 Often using illustrations, Jesus revealed his 
Father with vivid word pictures that could not 
be easily forgotten. It is one thing to talk in 
general terms about the mercy of God. It is 
quite another to liken Jehovah to a forgiving 
father who is so deeply moved at the sight of 
his returning son that he 'runs and falls upon 
his son's neck and tenderly kisses him.' (Luke 
15:11-24) Rejecting a rigid culture in which re­
ligious leaders looked down on common peo­
ple, Jesus explained that his Father was an ap­
proachable God who preferred the pleas of a 
humble tax collector to the showy prayer of a

17. Why is it not surprising that Jesus was a Master 
Teacher, and what did his teachings reflect?
18, 19. (a) With what vivid word pictures did Jesus 
describe his Father? (b) What will be discussed in 
the next article?
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boastful Pharisee. (Luke 18:9-14) Jesus por­
trayed Jehovah as a caring God who knows 
when a tiny sparrow falls to the ground. "Have 
no fear," Jesus reassured his disciples, "you are 
worth more than many sparrows." (Matthew 
10:29, 31) Understandably, people were as­
tounded at Jesus' "way of teaching" and were 
drawn to him. (Matthew 7:28, 29) Why, on

one occasion "a big crowd" remained near 
him for three days, even going without food! 
-M ark 8:1, 2.

19 We can be thankful that Jehovah has re­
vealed in his Word the mind of Christ! How, 
though, can we cultivate and demonstrate the 
mind of Christ in our dealings with others? 
This will be discussed in the next article.

Do You Have 
"the M ind of Christ"?

"May the God w ho supplies endurance an d  com fort grant you to h a v e . . .  the sam e  
m en ta l attitu de th at Christ Jesus " - r o m a n s  15:5.

/ /  T J E  HAS never once been seen to laugh."
± 1  That is how Jesus is described in a 

document falsely claiming to be written by an 
ancient Roman official. This document, which 
has been known in its present form since 
about the 11th century, is said to have influ­
enced many artists.* In a number of paintings, 
Jesus appears as a solemn-looking person who 
rarely, if ever, smiled. But that is hardly a fair 
depiction of Jesus, whom the Gospels portray 
as a warm, kindhearted man of deep feelings.

2 Clearly, to know the real Jesus, we must fill 
our minds and hearts with an accurate under-

* In the document, the forger describes the supposed 
physical appearance of Jesus, including the color of his 
hair, beard, and eyes. Bible translator Edgar J. Goodspeed 
explains that this forgery was "designed to give curren­
cy to the description contained in the painters' manuals 
about the personal appearance of Jesus."

1. In what way is Jesus depicted in many of Chris­
tendom's paintings, and why is this not a fair por­
trayal ofJesus?
2. How may we cultivate "the same mental attitude 
that Christ Jesus had," and what will this equip us 
to do?

standing of the kind of person Jesus truly was 
while here on earth. Let us therefore examine 
some Gospel accounts that give us insight into 
"the mind of Christ"—that is, his feelings, his 
perceptions, his thoughts, and his reasonings. 
(1 Corinthians 2:16) As we do, let us consid­
er how we might cultivate "the same mental 
attitude that Christ Jesus had." (Romans 15:5) 
Thus, we may be better equipped in our lives 
and in our dealings with others to follow the 
pattern he set for us.—John 13:15.

Easy to Approach
3 People felt drawn to Jesus. On various oc­

casions, individuals of differing ages and back­
grounds freely approached him. Consider the 
incident recorded at Mark 10:13-16. It took 
place near the end of his ministry as he was 
heading toward Jerusalem for the last time, to 
face an agonizing death—Mark 10:32-34.

3, 4. (a) What was the setting of the account re­
corded at Mark 10:13-16? (b) How did Jesus react 
when his disciples tried to stop the young children 
from coming to him?

THE WATCHTOWER • FEBRUARY 15, 2000 15



4 Picture the scene. People begin bringing 
children, including infants, for Jesus to bless 
these.* The disciples, however, try to stop the 
children from coming to Jesus. Perhaps the
disciples feel that Jesus surely does not want to 
be bothered with children during these crucial 
weeks. But they are wrong. When Jesus real­
izes what the disciples are doing, he is not 
pleased. Jesus calls the children to him, 
saying: "Let the young children come to 
me; do not try to stop them." (Mark 10:
14) Then he does something that re­
veals a truly tender and loving manner.
The account says: "He took the children 
into his arms and began blessing them." 
(Mark 10:16) The children obviously are 
at ease as Jesus takes them into his car­
ing arms.

5 That brief account tells us 
much about the kind of per­
son Jesus was. Notice that he 
was approachable. Although 
he had occupied a lofty po­
sition in the heavens, he was 
neither intimidating nor demean­
ing to imperfect humans. (John 17:5) Is
it not significant, too, that even children 
felt at ease with him? Surely they would not 
have felt drawn to a cold, joyless person who 
never smiled or laughed! People of all ages ap­
proached Jesus because they sensed that he 
was a warm, caring person, and they were con­
fident that he would not turn them away.

6 Reflecting on this account, we can ask our­
selves, 'Do I have the mind of Christ? Am I 
approachable?' In these critical times, God's

* Apparently, the children were of varying ages. The 
word here rendered "young children" is also used of Ja- 
irus' 12-year-old daughter. (Mark 5:39, 42; 10:13) How­
ever, in the parallel account, Luke uses a word that is 
also used of infants.—Luke 1:41; 2:12; 18:15.

5. What does the account at Mark 10:13-16 tell us 
about the kind of person Jesus was?
6. How can elders make themselves more ap­
proachable?

Children felt at ease 
with Jesus

sheep need approachable shepherds, men 
who are like "a hiding place from the wind." 
(Isaiah 32:1, 2; 2 Timothy 3:1) Elders, if you 
cultivate a sincere, heartfelt interest in your 
brothers and are willing to give of your­
self in their behalf, they will sense your con­
cern. They will see it in your facial expression, 
hear it in your tone of voice, and observe it 
in your kind manner. Such genuine warmth 
and concern can create a trusting atmosphere 
in which it is easier for others, including chil­
dren, to approach you. One Christian woman 
explains why she was able to open up to a cer­
tain elder: "He spoke with me in a tender and 
compassionate manner. Otherwise, I would 
probably not have said a word. He made me 
feel safe."
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Considerate of Others
7 Jesus was considerate. He was sensitive to 

the feelings of others. The mere sight of the 
afflicted touched him so deeply that he was 
moved to relieve their suffering. (Matthew 14: 
14) He was also considerate of the limitations 
and needs of others. (John 16:12) Once, peo­
ple brought him a blind man and begged Jesus 
to heal him. Jesus restored the man's sight, but 
he did so gradually. At first, the man saw in­
dividuals only indistinctly—"what seem to be 
trees, but they are walking about." Then, Je­
sus restored his vision completely. Why did he 
heal the man gradually? This may well have 
been in order to enable one so used to being

7. (a) How did Jesus demonstrate that he was con­
siderate of others? (b) Why may Jesus have restored 
the sight of a certain blind man gradually?

Jesus treated others compassionately

in darkness to adjust to the shock of sudden­
ly seeing a sunlit and complex world—Mark 8: 
22-26.

8 Consider also an incident that took place 
after the Passover of 32 C.E. Jesus and his dis­
ciples had entered the region of the Decapolis, 
east of the Sea of Galilee. There, great crowds 
soon found them and brought to Jesus many 
who were sick and disabled, and he cured 
them all. (Matthew 15:29, 30) Interestingly, Je­
sus singled out one man for special consider­
ation. The Gospel writer Mark, the only one to 
record this incident, reports what happened. 
-M ark 7:31-35.

9 The man was deaf and hardly able to talk. 
Jesus may have sensed this man's particular 
nervousness or embarrassment. Jesus then did 
something a bit unusual. He took the man 
aside, away from the crowd, to a private place. 
Then Jesus used some signs to convey to the 
man what he was about to do. He "put his fin­
gers into the man's ears and, after spitting, he 
touched his tongue." (Mark 7:33) Next, Jesus 
looked up to heaven and uttered a prayerful 
sigh. These demonstrative actions would say 
to the man, 'What I am about to do for you 
is due to power from God.' Finally, Jesus said: 
"Be opened." (Mark 7:34) At that, the man's 
hearing was restored, and he was able to speak 
normally.

10 What consideration Jesus showed for oth­
ers! He was sensitive to their feelings, and this 
sympathetic regard, in turn, moved him to act 
in ways that spared their feelings. As Chris­
tians, we do well to cultivate and demonstrate 
the mind of Christ in this regard. The Bi­
ble admonishes us: "All of you be like-minded, 
showing fellow feeling, having brotherly 
affection, tenderly compassionate, humble in

8, 9. (a) What happened soon after Jesus and his 
disciples entered the region of the Decapolis? 
(b) Describe Jesus' healing of the deaf man.
10, 11. How may we show consideration for the 
feelings of others in the congregation? in the fam­
ily?
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mind." (1 Peter 3:8) This j 
certainly calls for us to 
speak and act in ways that I 
take the feelings of others 
into consideration.

11 In the congregation, 
we can show consideration 
for the feelings of others 
by according them dignity, 
treating them as we would ■  
like to be treated. (Matthew 
7:12) That would include being careful about 
what we say as well as how we say it. (Colos- 
sians 4:6) Remember that Thoughtless words 
can stab like a sword/ (Proverbs 12:18) What 
about in the family? A husband and wife who 
truly love each other are sensitive to each oth­
er's feelings. (Ephesians 5:33) They avoid 
harsh words, unrelenting criticism, and bit­
ing sarcasm—all of which can cause hurt feel­
ings that are not easily healed. Children too 
have feelings, and loving parents take these 
into consideration. When correction is need­
ed, such parents give it in ways that respect the 
dignity of their children and spare them need­
less embarrassment.* (Colossians 3:21) When 
we thus demonstrate consideration for others, 
we show that we have the mind of Christ.

Willing to Trust Others
12 Jesus had a balanced, realistic view of his 

disciples. He well knew that they were not per­
fect. After all, he could read human hearts. 
(John 2:24, 25) Even so, he saw them not 
simply in terms of their imperfections but in 
terms of their good qualities. He also saw the 
potential in these men whom Jehovah had 
drawn. (John 6:44) Jesus' positive view of his 
disciples was evident in the way he dealt with 
and treated them. For one thing, he showed a 
willingness to trust them.

* See the article "Do You Respect Their Dignity?" in 
the April 1, 1998, issue of The Watchtower.

12. Jesus had what balanced, realistic view of his 
disciples?

13 How did Jesus demon­
strate that trust? When he 
left the earth, he delegat­
ed a heavy responsibility to 
his anointed disciples. He 
placed in their hands the re­
sponsibility of caring for 
the worldwide interests of 
his Kingdom. (Matthew 25: 
14, 15; Luke 12:42-44) Dur­
ing his ministry, he showed 

even in small, indirect ways that he trusted 
them. When he miraculously multiplied food 
to feed the crowds, he delegated to his disci­
ples the responsibility of distributing the food. 
-Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-37.

14 Consider, too, the account recorded at 
Mark 4:35-41. On this occasion Jesus and his 
disciples boarded a boat and sailed east across 
the Sea of Galilee. Shortly after they shoved 
off, Jesus lay down in the back of the boat and 
fell fast asleep. Soon, however, "a great violent 
windstorm broke out." Such storms were not 
uncommon on the Sea of Galilee. Because of 
its low elevation (some 700 feet below sea lev­
el), the air is much warmer there than in the 
surrounding area, and this creates atmospher­
ic disturbances. Added to this, strong winds 
rush down the Jordan Valley from Mount Her- 
mon, situated to the north. The calm of one 
moment may well yield to the raging storm 
of the next. Think about this: Jesus undoubt­
edly knew of the common storms, for he was 
raised in Galilee. Yet, he slept in peace, trust­
ing in the skills of his disciples, some of whom 
were fishermen.—Matthew 4:18,19.

15 Can we imitate Jesus' willingness to trust 
his disciples? Some find it difficult to delegate 
responsibilities to others. They must always

13. How did Jesus demonstrate that he trusted his 
disciples?
14. How would you summarize the account record­
ed at Mark 4:35-41?
15. How may we imitate Jesus' willingness to trust 
his disciples?

Approachable elders are a blessing
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be at the helm, so to speak. They may think, 
Tf I want something done right, I must do it 
myself!' But if we have to do everything our­
selves, we are in danger of wearing ourselves 
out and perhaps taking unnecessary time away 
from our family. Besides, if we do not del­
egate appropriate tasks and responsibilities to 
others, we may be depriving them of need­
ed experience and training. It would be wise 
to learn to trust others, delegating matters to 
them. We do well to ask ourselves honestly, 
'Do I have the mind of Christ on this matter? 
Do I willingly delegate certain tasks to others, 
trusting them to do their best?'

He Expressed Belief in His Disciples
16 Jesus demonstrated a positive view of his 

disciples in another important way. He let 
them know that he had confidence in them. 
This was clearly evident in the reassuring 
words he spoke to his apostles on the final 
night of his earthly life. Notice what happened.

17 It was a full evening for Jesus. He gave his 
apostles an object lesson in humility by wash­
ing their feet. Afterward, he instituted the eve­
ning meal that would be a memorial of his 
death. Then, the apostles became embroiled 
once again in a heated argument over which 
one of them seemed to be the greatest. Ever 
patient, Jesus did not berate them but rea­
soned with them. He told them what lay 
ahead: "All of you will be stumbled in connec­
tion with me on this night, for it is written, 'I 
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock will be scattered about.'" (Matthew 26: 
31; Zechariah 13:7) He knew that his closest 
companions would abandon him in his mo­
ment of need. Still, he did not condemn them. 
Quite the contrary, he told them: "But after 
I have been raised up, I will go ahead of you 
into Galilee." (Matthew 26:32) Yes, he assured

16, 17. On the final night of his earthly life, what 
reassurance did Jesus give his apostles, even though 
he knew they were going to abandon him?

them that although they would abandon him, 
he would not abandon them. When this ter­
rible ordeal had passed, he would meet them 
again.

18 Jesus kept his word. Later, in Galilee, the 
resurrected Jesus appeared to the 11 faith­
ful apostles, who evidently had gathered with 
many others. (Matthew 28:16, 17; 1 Corinthi­
ans 15:6) There, Jesus gave them a weighty 
commission: "Go therefore and make disciples 
of people of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you." (Mat­
thew 28:19, 20) The book of Acts gives us clear 
evidence that the apostles followed through 
on that commission. They faithfully spear­
headed the work of preaching the good news 
in the first century.—Acts 2:41, 42; 4:33; 5: 
27-32.

19 What does this revealing account teach us 
about the mind of Christ? Jesus had seen his 
apostles at their worst, yet he "loved them to 
the end." (John 13:1) Despite their shortcom­
ings, he let them know that he believed in

18. In Galilee, Jesus entrusted his disciples with 
what weighty commission, and how did the apos­
tles follow through on it?
19. What do Jesus' actions after his resurrection 
teach us about the mind of Christ?

Can You Explain?

• H o w  d id  Jesus react w h e n  h is  d isc i­
p les tr ie d  to  p re v e n t c h ild re n  fro m  
c o m in g  to  h im ?

• In  w h a t w ays d id  Jesus sh o w  c o n s id ­
e ra tio n  fo r  o th e rs?

• H o w  m ay w e  im ita te  Je su s ' w i l l in g ­
ness to  t r u s t  h is  d isc ip le s?

• H o w  m ay w e  im ita te  th e  confidence  
th a t Jesus e xp re sse d  in  h is  a p o stle s?
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them. Notice that Jesus' confidence was not 
misplaced. The confidence and faith that he 
had expressed in them no doubt strengthened 
them to be resolved in their hearts to carry out 
the work he commanded them to do.

20 How can we demonstrate the mind of 
Christ in this regard? Do not be pessimistic 
about fellow believers. If you think the worst, 
your words and actions will likely reveal it. 
(Luke 6:45) However, the Bible tells us that 
love "believes all things." (1 Corinthians 13:7) 
Love is positive, not negative. It builds up rath­
er than tears down. People respond more readi-

20, 21. How may we demonstrate a positive view of 
our fellow believers?

ly to love and encouragement than to intimi­
dation. We can build up and encourage others 
by expressing confidence in them. (1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:11) If, like Christ, we have a positive 
view of our brothers, we will treat them in ways 
that build them up and draw out the best in 
them.

21 Cultivating and demonstrating the mind 
of Christ goes deeper than just imitating cer­
tain things Jesus did. As mentioned in the pre­
ceding article, if we are truly to act like Jesus, 
we must first learn to view things as he did. The 
Gospels enable us to see another aspect of his 
personality, his thoughts and feelings about his 
assigned work, as the next article will discuss.

Are You Moved to  Act 
as J esus Was?

"He saw  a great crowd, bu t he was m oved with pity for them , because they were as 
sheep  w ithout a  shepherd. And he started to teach th em . ' - m a r k  6:34.

DOWN through history 
many individuals have 

manifested admirable quali­
ties. You can understand why.
Jehovah God possesses and 
displays love, kindness, gen­
erosity, and other qualities 
that we esteem. Humans were 
created in God's image. So we 
can appreciate why many would 
show a degree of love, kindness, com­
passion, and other divine qualities, even as 
most reflect a conscience. (Genesis 1:26; Ro­
mans 2:14, 15) You may realize, though, that 
some display these qualities more readily than 
others.

1. Why is it understandable that individuals display 
admirable qualities?

2 Probably you are acquainted 
with men and women who of­
ten visit or aid the sick, show 
compassion to the handi­
capped, or give generously to 
the poor. Think, too, of indi­
viduals whose compassion 

moves them to expend their 
lives working in leper colonies 

or orphanages, those who do vol­
unteer work in hospitals or hospices, 

or people who strive to assist the home­
less or those who are refugees. Likely, some of 
them feel that they are imitating Jesus, who 
set the pattern for Christians. We read in the 
Gospels that Christ healed the sick and fed the

2. What are some good works that people may per­
form, perhaps feeling that they are imitating Christ?
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hungry. (Mark 1:34; 8:1-9; Luke 4:40) Jesus' 
displays of love, tenderness, and compassion 
are reflections of "the mind of Christ," who in 
turn was imitating his heavenly Father—1 Co­
rinthians 2:16.

3 Have you observed, though, that today 
many of those touched by Jesus' love and 
compassion overlook a key feature of the 
mind of Christ? We can gain insight into 
this by a careful consideration of Mark chap­
ter 6. We read there that people brought the 
sick to Jesus to be healed. In the context, we 
also learn that upon seeing that the thousands 
who had come to him had grown hungry, Je­
sus fed them miraculously. (Mark 6:35-44, 54- 
56) Healing the sick and feeding the hungry 
were outstanding displays of loving compas­
sion, but were they the primary ways in which 
Jesus helped others? And how can we best im­
itate his perfect example of love, kindness, and 
compassion, even as he imitated Jehovah?

Moved to Respond to Spiritual Needs
4 Jesus felt pity for those around him pri­

marily because of their spiritual needs. Those 
needs were of chief importance, more so than 
physical needs. Consider the account at Mark 
6:30-34. The incident recorded there took 
place on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, close 
to the time of the Passover in 32 C.E. The apos­
tles were excited, and for good reason. Having 
just completed an extensive tour, they came to 
Jesus, no doubt eager to tell him their expe­
riences. However, a crowd gathered. It was so 
large that Jesus and his apostles could nei­
ther eat nor rest. Jesus told the apostles: 
"Come, you yourselves, privately into a lone­
ly place and rest up a bit." (Mark 6:31) Board­
ing a boat, probably near Capernaum, they 
sailed across the Sea of Galilee to a quiet place.

3. To have a balanced view of Jesus' good works, 
what do we need to consider?
4. What was the setting for the account at Mark 6: 
30-34?

But the crowd ran along the shore and arrived 
ahead of the boat. How would Jesus respond? 
Was he upset that his privacy was disturbed? 
Not at all!

5 Jesus' heart was touched by the sight of 
this crowd of thousands, including sick ones, 
who eagerly awaited him. (Matthew 14:14; 
Mark 6:44) Focusing on what aroused Je­
sus' compassion and how He responded, Mark 
wrote: "He saw a great crowd, but he was 
moved with pity for them, because they were 
as sheep without a shepherd. And he started 
to teach them many things." (Mark 6:34) Je­
sus saw more than a mass of people. He saw 
individuals having spiritual needs. They were 
like sheep straying helplessly, having no shep­
herd to guide them to green pastures or to 
protect them. Jesus knew that the coldhearted 
religious leaders, who were supposed to be car­
ing shepherds, actually despised the common 
people and neglected their spiritual needs. 
(Ezekiel 34:2-4; John 7:47-49) Jesus would 
treat them differently, doing the greatest pos­
sible good for them. He began teaching them 
about God's Kingdom.

6 Notice the sequence and the suggestion 
of priority evident in a parallel account. This 
was written by Luke, who was a physician and 
keenly interested in the physical well-being of 
others. "The crowds . . . followed [Jesus]. And 
he received them kindly and began to speak to 
them about the kingdom  of God, and he healed  
those needing a cure." (Luke 9:11; Colossians 
4:14) Though it is not so with every account 
of a miracle, in this case, what did Luke's in­
spired account note first? It was the fact that 
Jesus taught the people.

7 This actually agrees with the emphasis that 
we find at Mark 6:34. That verse clearly shows

5. How did Jesus feel toward the crowds that came 
to him, and what did he do in response?
6, 7. (a) The Gospels reveal what priority in Jesus' 
response to the people's needs? (b) With what mo­
tivation did Jesus preach and teach?
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how Jesus was principally moved to express 
his pity. He taught the people, responding to 
their spiritual needs. Earlier in his ministry, Je­
sus had said: 'To other cities I must declare the 
good news of the kingdom of God, because 
for this I was sent forth." (Luke 4:43) Still, we 
would be mistaken if we thought that Jesus 
proclaimed the Kingdom message out of mere 
duty, as if he perfunctorily went through the 
motions of the preaching work that he had to 
do. No, his loving compassion for the people 
was a key motivation for his sharing the good 
news with them. The ultimate good that Jesus 
could do—even for the sick, the demon afflict­
ed, the poor, or the hungry—was to help them 
to know, accept, and love the truth about 
God's Kingdom. That truth was of central im­
portance because of the role of the Kingdom 
in vindicating Jehovah's sovereignty and pro­
viding permanent blessings for humans.

8 Jesus' active preaching about the Kingdom 
was at the core of the reason why he came 
to earth. Near the end of his earthly ministry, 
Jesus told Pilate: "For this I have been born, 
and for this I have come into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth. Every­
one that is on the side of the truth listens to 
my voice." (John 18:37) We have noted in the 
two preceding articles that Jesus was a person 
of tender feelings—caring, approachable, con­
siderate, trusting, and above all, loving. We 
need to appreciate those aspects of his person­
ality if we truly want to understand the mind 
of Christ. It is equally important to realize that 
the mind of Christ includes the priority he 
placed on his preaching and teaching work.

He Urged Others to Witness
9 Priority put on preaching and teaching—as 

an expression of love and compassion—was 
not for Jesus alone. He urged his followers

8. How did Jesus feel about his preaching and 
teaching?
9. For whom was preaching and teaching to have 
priority?

to imitate his motives, priorities, and actions. 
For instance, after Jesus selected his 12 apos­
tles, what were they to do? Mark 3:14, 15 tells 
us: "He formed a group of twelve, whom he 
also named 'apostles,' that they might con­
tinue with him and that he might send them  
out to preach and  to have authority to expel 
the d e m o n s Do you see any priority for the 
apostles?

10 In time, Jesus did enable the 12 to heal 
others and to expel demons. (Matthew 10:1; 
Luke 9:1) He then sent them on a tour to "the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel." To do what? 
Jesus directed them: "As you go, preach, say­
ing, 'The kingdom of the heavens has drawn 
near.' Cure sick people, raise up dead persons, 
make lepers clean, expel demons." (Matthew 
10:5-8; Luke 9:2) What, in fact, did they do? 
"So they set out and [1] preached in order that 
people might repent; and [2] they would expel 
many demons and grease many sickly people 
with oil and cure them."—Mark 6:12,13.

11 Since teaching is not in every instance 
mentioned first, is noting the above sequence 
reading too much into the matter of priorities 
or the motives involved? (Luke 10:1-9) Well, 
we should not discount the frequency with 
which teaching is mentioned before healing. 
Consider the context in this case. Just before 
sending out the 12 apostles, Jesus had been 
touched by the condition of the crowds. We 
read: "Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the good news of the kingdom and 
curing every sort of disease and every sort of 
infirmity. On seeing the crowds he felt pity for 
them, because they were skinned and thrown 
about like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples: 'Yes, the harvest is great, 
but the workers are few. Therefore, beg the

10, 11. (a) When sending out the apostles, what 
did Jesus tell them to do? (b) In the setting of send­
ing out the apostles, what was the focus?
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Master of the harvest to send out workers into 
his harvest/ "—Matthew 9:35-38.

12 By being with him, the apostles could ab­
sorb some of the mind of Christ. They could 
sense that their being truly loving and com­
passionate toward people included preach­
ing and teaching about the King­
dom—that was to be a principal 
aspect of their good works.
In line with that, the fine 
deeds of a physical na­
ture, such as healing 
the sick, did more than 
help the needy. As you 
can imagine, some 
people m ight be 
drawn by cures and 
miraculously provid­
ed food. (Matthew 4:
24, 25; 8:16; 9:32, 33;
14:35, 36; John 6:26)
Beyond being of physi 
cal help, however, those 
works actually moved ob­
servers to recognize that Je­
sus was the Son of God 
and "the prophet" that Mo­
ses had foretold.—John 6:14;
Deuteronomy 18:15.

13 Why was it significant that Jesus was "the 
prophet"? Well, what was the key role fore­
told for that one? Was "the prophet" to be fa­
mous for performing miraculous healings or 
compassionately producing food for the hun­
gry? Deuteronomy 18:18 predicted: "A proph­
et I shall raise up for them from the midst of 
their brothers, like you [Moses]; and I shall in­
deed put my words in his mouth, and he will 
certainly speak to them all that I shall com­
mand him." So even as the apostles learned to 
have and express tender feelings, they could

12. The miraculous works of Jesus and the apostles 
could serve what additional purpose?
13. The prophecy at Deuteronomy 18:18 stressed 
what role for "the prophet" to come?

What is the greatest good that 
Christians can do for others?

conclude that the mind of Christ was to be ev­
idenced also in their preaching and teaching 
activity. That would be the very best that they 
could do for people. By that means, the sick 
and the poor could gain permanent benefits, 
not just those limited to a short human life 

span or a meal or two.—John 6:26-30.

Develop the Mind of 
Christ Today

14 None of us would 
view the mind of Christ 

as unique to the first 
century—to Jesus and 
the early disciples of 
whom the apostle 
Paul wrote: "We
do have the mind 
of Christ." (1 Corin­
thians 2:16) And we 

would readily admit 
that we are obliged to 

preach the good news 
and to make disciples. 

(Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) 
Yet, it is beneficial to reflect 
on our own motives for do­
ing that work. It should not 
be out of a mere sense of 

duty. Love for God is a primary reason why 
we share in the ministry, and truly being like 
Jesus includes being moved by compassion to 
preach and teach.—Matthew 22:37-39.

15 Granted, it is not always easy to feel com­
passion for those who do not share our be­
liefs, especially when we encounter apathy, re­
jection, or opposition. Yet, if we were to 
lose our love and compassion for people, we 
could lose a vital motivation for sharing in 
the Christian ministry. How, then, may we 
cultivate compassion? We can try to see peo-

14. How is having the mind of Christ involved in 
our preaching?
15. Why is compassion an appropriate part of our 
public ministry?
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pie as Jesus saw them, as "skinned and thrown 
about like sheep without a shepherd." (Mat­
thew 9:36) Does that not describe many to­
day? They have been neglected and blinded 
spiritually by false religious shepherds. As a re­
sult, they do not know of the sound guidance 
found in the Bible nor of the Paradise condi­
tions that God's Kingdom will soon bring to 
our earth. They face the problems of dai­
ly life—including poverty, family discord, sick­
ness, and death—without having the Kingdom 
hope. We have what they need: the life-saving 
good news of God's Kingdom now established 
in heaven!

16 When you thus ponder the spiritual needs 
of those around you, does not your heart 
move you to want to do all you can to tell 
them about God's loving purpose? Yes, ours is 
a work of compassion. When we feel for peo­
ple as Jesus did, it will be evident in our tone 
of voice, our facial expression, our manner of 
teaching. All of that will make our message 
more appealing to those who are "rightly dis­
posed for everlasting life."—Acts 13:48.

17 Our love and compassion should, of 
course, be manifest in our whole life course. 
This includes our being kind to the disadvan­
taged, sick, and poor—doing what we reason­
ably can to relieve their suffering. It encom­
passes our efforts in word and deed to dispel 
the grief of those who have lost loved ones in 
death. (Luke 7:11-15; John 11:33-35) Yet, such 
manifestations of love, kindness, and compas­
sion must not become the main focus of our 
good works, as they are with some humanitar­
ians. Of much more lasting significance are ef­
forts motivated by similar divine qualities but 
manifested in sharing in the work of Chris­
tian preaching and teaching. Recall what Jesus

16. Why should we want to share the good news 
with others?
17. (a) What are some ways in which we can dis­
play our love and compassion for others? (b) Why is 
it not a matter of either doing good works or shar­
ing in the public ministry?

said about the Jewish religious leaders: "You 
give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the 
cumin, but you have disregarded the weightier 
matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy 
and faithfulness. These things it was binding 
to do, yet not to disregard the other things." 
(Matthew 23:23) With Jesus it was not one 
or the other—either helping people with their 
physical needs or teaching them life-giving 
spiritual matters. Jesus did both. Still, it is clear 
that his teaching work was foremost because 
the good he thus accomplished could be of 
everlasting help.—John 20:16.

18 How grateful we can be that Jehovah has 
revealed the mind of Christ to us! By means 
of the Gospels, we can come to know better 
the thoughts, feelings, qualities, activities, and 
priorities of the greatest man who ever lived. 
It is up to us to read, meditate upon, and put 
into practice what the Bible reveals about Je­
sus. Remember, if we are truly to act like Jesus, 
we must first learn to think, feel, and evalu­
ate matters as he did, to the best of our abili­
ty as imperfect humans. Let us, then, be deter­
mined to cultivate and demonstrate the mind 
of Christ. There is no better way to live, no bet­
ter way to treat people, and no better way for 
us and others to draw close to the one whom 
he perfectly reflected, our tender God, Jeho­
vah.—2 Corinthians 1:3; Hebrews 1:3.

18. To what should our considering the mind of 
Christ move us?

How W ould You Respond?

• W h a t in s ig h t  does th e  B ib le  o ffe r in to  
h o w  Jesus o fte n  re sp o n d e d  to  people  
in  need?

• W h a t d id  Jesus s tre ss  in  d ire c tin g  h is  
fo llo w e rs?

• H o w  can w e  m a n ife s t " th e  m in d  o f 
C h r is t "  in  o u r  a c tiv itie s?
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A Man Who 
Valued the Bible

It was a summer day in 1638. Fishermen 
in the Sea of Marmara near Constantinople 

Istanbul), the capital of the Ottoman Empire, were startled to see a 
corpse floating in the water. Upon closer inspection, they realized with 

horror that the strangled body was that of the ecumenical patriarch 
of Constantinople, the head of the Orthodox Church.
This was the tragic end of Cyril Lucaris, a prominent 

religious figure of the 17th century.

Cyril Lucaris

LU C A R IS  d id  n o t live long  enoug h to  see h is  
dre a m —th e  release o f a tra n s la tio n  o f the  C h ris ­
tia n  Greek Sc rip tu re s  in co lloquia l Greek— become  

a rea lity. A n o th e r d ream  o f Lucaris was never rea lized  
e ith e r—th a t o f see ing th e  O rth o d o x  C hurch re tu rn  to  
"evangelica l s im p lic ity ."  W h o  w as th is  m an? W h a t o b ­
stacles d id  he face in th o se  e ffo rts?

Appalled by a Lack of Education
C yril Luca ris  w as b o rn  in 1572, in Venice-occupied  

Candia (n o w  Ira k lio n ), Crete. Possessing  fin e  ta le n ts, he 
s tu d ie d  at Venice and Padua in Ita ly  and th e n  traveled  
w id e ly  in  th a t c o u n try  and o th e rs . Em b itte re d  by the  
factiona l s tru g g le s  w ith in  th e  church and attracted by 
re fo rm a tio n  m ovem ents in Eu rope, he may have v is ite d  
Geneva, th e n  u n d e r th e  sw ay o f C a lv in ism .

W h ile  v is it in g  Po land, Lucaris saw  th a t the  O rth o ­
dox the re , p rie s ts  and la ity  alike, w ere in a de p lo ra b le  
sp iritu a l c o n d itio n  as a re su lt o f th e ir  lack o f education. 
Back in A lexandria  and C o n sta n tin o p le , he was a larm ed  
to  fin d  th a t even th e  p u lp its—w he re  the  reading o f

th e  Sc rip tu re s  w as d o n e — had 
been re m o ve d  fro m  so m e  
churches!

In 1602, Lucaris w e n t to  A l­
exandria , w h e re  he succeeded 
h is re lative , Pa tria rch M e le tio s, 
in  th a t see. He th e n  sta rte d  
c o rre sp o n d in g  w ith  v a rio u s  
re fo rm -m in d e d  th e o lo g ia n s in  
Europ e. In one o f tho se  le tte rs, 
he noted th a t th e  O rth o d o x  
C hurch m a in ta ined  m any e r­
roneous practices. In o th e r le t­
te rs, he stressed  the  need fo r  
the  church to  replace su p e rs ti­
t io n  w ith  "evangelica l s im p lic ­
ity "  and to  depend on the  au­
th o rity  o f the  Sc rip tu re s alone.

Lucaris w as also a larm ed  
th a t the  sp iritu a l a u th o rity  o f
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th e  C hurch  Fa the rs w as he ld  in equal esteem  
w ith  the  w o rd s o f Jesus and th e  ap ostles. " I  
can no lo n g e r e n d u re  to  hear m en say th a t  
th e  c om m e nts o f hu m a n  tra d it io n  are o f equal 
w e ig h t w ith  th e  S c rip tu re s ,"  he w ro te . (M a t­
th e w  15 :6 ) He added th a t, in  h is  o p in io n , im ­
age w o rsh ip  w as d isa s tro u s . T h e  invocation o f 
" s a in ts "  was, he obse rve d , an in s u lt  to  th e  M e ­
d ia to r, Jesus.— 1 T im o th y  2 :5 .

The Patriarchal Throne on the Market
Th o se  ideas, a long  w ith  h is  aversion to  the  

Rom an C a tho lic  C hurc h , b ro u g h t up o n  Lucaris  
the  hatred and pe rse c u tio n  o f th e  Jesu its and  
th o se  in th e  O rth o d o x  C hurc h  w h o  favored a 
u n io n  w ith  th e  C a tho lic s. In  sp ite  o f th a t o p p o ­
s it io n , in  1620 , Luca ris w as elected pa tria rch o f 
C o n sta n tin o p le . T h e  pa tria rchate  o f th e  O rth o ­
dox C hurch w as a t th a t t im e  u n d e r th e  d o m ­
in a tio n  o f th e  O tto m a n  Em p ire . Th e  O tto m a n  
g o ve rn m e n t w o u ld  rea d ily  depose a patria rch  
and a d m it a ne w  one fo r  p a ym ent o f m oney.

Lu c a ris ' foes, m a in ly  th e  Jesu its and th e  all- 
p o w e rfu l and fearsom e papal C ongregatio  de 
Propaganda Fide  (C o n g re g a tio n  fo r  th e  Propa­
ga tion o f th e  Fa ith ), kept s la n d e rin g  and p lo t­
tin g  a g a in st h im . " In  th e  p u rs u it  o f th is  aim  the  
Jesu its em ployed every m ea ns—gu ile , ca lum ­
ny, fla tte ry  and, above all, b rib e ry , w h ic h  w as 
by fa r the  m o st effective w eapon fo r  w in n in g  
the  fa vo u r o f th e  [O tto m a n ] g ra n d e e s," notes  
th e  w o rk  Kyrillo s Lo u ka ris . As a re su lt, in 1622 , 
Lucaris w as b a n ished  to  th e  is land  o f Rhodes, 
and G re g o ry  o f Am asya purchased th e  office  
fo r  2 0 ,0 0 0  s ilv e r co ins. H ow ever, G re g o ry  w as 
unab le  to  produce th e  p ro m ise d  su m , so A n th i-  
m us o f A d ria n o p le  purchased th e  office, o n ly  
to  resign later. A m a zin g ly , Luca ris  w as resto red  
to  the  pa tria rcha l th ro n e .

Lucaris w as d e te rm in e d  to  use th is  ne w  o p ­
p o rtu n ity  to  educate th e  O rth o d o x  clergy and  
la ity  by p u b lish in g  a tra n s la tio n  o f th e  B ib le  
and theo log ica l tra c ts. To  accom plish th is , he 
arranged fo r  a p r in t in g  press to  be b ro u g h t to  
C o n sta n tin o p le  u n d e r th e  p ro tec tion  o f th e  E n ­
g lish  am bassador. H ow ever, w h e n  th e  press a r­

rived in  June 1627, Lu c a ris ' enem ie s charged  
h im  w ith  e m p lo y in g  i t  fo r  po litica l p u rp o se s, 
and th e y  e ve n tua lly  had i t  de stro ye d . Lucaris  
n o w  had to  use p r in t in g  p resses in Geneva.

A Translation of the Christian Scriptures
Lu c a ris ' tre m e n d o u s respect fo r  th e  B ib le  

and its  p o w e r to  educate fue le d  h is  desire  to  
make its  w o rd s  m ore  accessible to  th e  com m on  
m an. He recognized th a t th e  language used in  
the  o rig in a l, in sp ire d  G reek B ib le  m a n u sc rip ts  
w as no lo n g e r c o m p re h e n sib le  to  th e  average  
p erson . So th e  f i r s t  book th a t Luca ris  c o m m is­
sioned w as a tra n s la tio n  o f th e  C h ris tia n  Greek 
Sc rip tu re s  in to  th e  Greek o f h is  day. M a x im u s  
C a llip o lite s, a learned m onk, s ta rte d  w o rk  on it  
in M arch 1629 . M a ny o f th e  O rth o d o x  c onsid­
ered tra n s la tin g  th e  S c rip tu re s  o u tra g e o u s, no  
m a tte r h o w  obscure  th e  te x t o th e rw ise  m ig h t  
be to  readers. To  appease th e m , Luca ris  had  
th e  o rig in a l te x t and th e  m o d e rn  re n d e rin g  
p rin te d  in paralle l c o lu m n s, a d d ing  o n ly  a fe w  
notes. Since C a llip o lite s d ied  soo n a fte r d e liv­
e rin g  the  m a n u sc rip t, Luca ris  h im se lf read the  
p ro o fs. T h a t  tra n s la tio n  w as p rin te d  s h o rt ly  a f­
te r Lu c a ris ' death in  1638 .

In sp ite  o f Lu c a ris ' p re ca utio ns, th a t tra n s la ­
tio n  roused a s to rm  o f d isa p p rova l fro m  m any  
b ish o p s. Lu c a ris ' love o f G o d 's  W o rd  w as m ore  
th a n  e v id e n t in th e  preface o f th a t B ib le  tra n s ­
la tion . He w ro te  th a t th e  S c rip tu re s, p re se n t­
ed in th e  language th a t th e  people  speak, are 
"a  sw ee t m essage, g iven to  us fro m  heaven." 
He a d m o n ish e d  people " to  kno w  and be ac­
qua in te d  w ith  all [th e  B ib le 's ] c o n te n ts" and  
said th a t th e re  is no o th e r w ay o f le a rn ing  
a b o u t " th e  th in g s  th a t concern fa ith  correctly  
. . . save th ro u g h  th e  d iv in e  and sacred G os­
p e l."— P h ilip p ia n s  1 :9 ,1 0 .

Lucaris s te rn ly  denounced th o se  w h o  fo r­
bade th e  s tu d y  o f th e  B ib le , as w e ll as th o se  
w h o  rejected th e  tra n s la tio n  o f th e  o rig in a l 
te xt: " I f  w e speak o r read w ith o u t  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing , i t  is like th ro w in g  o u r  w o rd s  to  th e  w in d ."  
(C om pare  1 C o rin th ia n s  1 4 :7 -9 .) In c onc lud­
ing  the  preface, he w ro te : "W h i le  you are all
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rea d ing  th is  d iv in e  and ho ly  G ospel in y o u r  
o w n  to n g u e , a p p ro p ria te  th e  p ro fit  derived  
fro m  its  rea d ing , . . . and may God ever lig h t­
en y o u r w ay to  th a t w h ic h  is g o o d ."— Proverbs  
4 :1 8 .

A Confession of Faith
A fte r he had in itia te d  th a t B ib le  tra n s la ­

tio n , Luca ris  to o k  a n o th e r bo ld  step . In 1629  
he p u b lish e d  a t Geneva a C onfession o f Fa ith . 
I t  was a pe rsona l s ta te m e n t o f be lie fs th a t 
he hoped w o u ld  be adopted by the  O rth o d o x  
C h u rc h . Accord ing to  th e  book The  O rtho do x  
C hurch , th a t C onfession  "e m p tie s  the  O rth o ­
dox d o c trin e  o f th e  p rie s th o o d  and ho ly  o rd e rs  
o f all m ea ning , and de p lo re s th e  ve ne ra tio n  o f 
icons and th e  invocation o f sa in ts  as fo rm s  o f 
id o la try ."

Th e  C onfession  c o n sis ts  o f 18 a rtic les. Its  sec­
ond a rtic le  declares th a t th e  Sc rip tu re s  are in ­
sp ire d  by God and th a t th e ir  a u th o rity  exceeds

th a t o f th e  church. It  says: "W e  believe th e  H o ly  
Sc rip tu re  to  be g iven by God . . .  W e  believe th e  
a u th o rity  o f th e  H o ly  Sc rip tu re  to  be above th e  
a u th o rity  o f th e  C hurc h . To  be ta u g h t by the  
H o ly  G h o st is a fa r d iffe re n t th in g  fro m  be ing  
ta u g h t by a m a n ."—2 T im o th y  3 :16 .

Th e  e ig h th  and te n th  a rtic les m a in ta in  th a t  
Jesus C h r is t  is th e  sole M e d ia to r, H ig h  P rie st, 
and Head o f th e  cong re ga tio n . Luc a ris  w ro te : 
"W e  believe th a t o u r Lo rd  Jesus C h r is t  s itte th  
on th e  r ig h t  hand o f H is  Fa th e r and th e re  He  
m aketh in te rc essio n  fo r  us, executing a lone th e  
office o f a tru e  and la w fu l h ig h  p rie s t and m e­
d ia to r."— M a tth e w  2 3 :1 0 .

Th e  12 th  a rtic le  declares th a t the  church can 
stray, m ista k in g  th e  fa lse  fo r  tru e , b u t th e  lig h t  
o f th e  ho ly  s p ir i t  may rescue it  th ro u g h  th e  la­
bors o f fa ith fu l m in is te rs . In a rtic le  18, Luca ris  
m a in ta in s th a t p u rg a to ry  is a m ere fig m e n t: " I t  
is e v id e n t th a t th e  fic tio n  o f Pu rg a to ry  is n o t to  
be a d m itte d ."

Gewerbehalle, Vol. 10
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Lucaris and the Codex Alexandrinus

One of the jewels of the British Library is the Codex 
Alexandrinus, a fifth-century C.E. Bible manuscript. Of 
its possibly 820 original leaves, 773 have been pre­
served.

While Lucaris was patriarch of Alexandria, Egypt, he 
possessed a great collection of books. When he be­
came patriarch in Constantinople, he took the Codex 
Alexandrinus with him. In 1624 he offered it to the 
British ambassador in Turkey as a gift for the English 
King, James I. It was handed over to his successor, 
Charles I, three years later.

In 1757 the King's Royal Library was given to the 
British nation, and this fine codex is now on display in 
the John Ritblat Gallery in the new British Library.

From The Codex Alexandrinus in Reduced Photographic Facsimile, 1909
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Th e  a p pe nd ix  o f th e  C onfession  c onta ins a 
n u m b e r o f q u e s tio n s  and respo nses. Th e re  L u ­
caris stre sses f i r s t  th a t th e  S c rip tu re s  sh o u ld  be 
read by every one o f th e  fa ith fu l and th a t it  
is h a rm fu l fo r  a C h ris tia n  to  fa il to  read G o d 's  
W o rd . He th e n  adds th a t th e  A po cryp ha l books 
sh o u ld  be sh u n n e d .— Reve la tion 22 :
1 8 ,1 9 .

T h e  fo u r th  q u e s t io n  a sks:
"H o w  o u g h t we to  th in k  o f 
Ic ons?" Luca ris a n sw e rs: "W e  
are ta u g h t by th e  D iv in e  and  
Sacred Sc rip tu re s, w h ic h  say 
pla in ly , 'T h o u  sh a lt n o t make 
to  th y se lf an id o l, o r a like­
ness o f a n y th in g  th a t is in  
the  heaven above, o r th a t is on  
the  e a rth  beneath; th o u  sh a lt n o t

Lucaris made 
com m endable efforts 
to have the Bible be 

the authority on church  
doctrine and to educate 

people about its 
teachings

w ith in  a m o n th  he w as recalled and re in s ta t­
ed. By th e n  C yril C o n ta ri had ra ised h is  5 0 ,0 0 0  
s ilve r coins. T h is  t im e  Luca ris  w as b a n ishe d  to  
Rhodes. A fte r s ix  m o n th s , h is  fr ie n d s  w ere  able  
to  secure h is re s to ra tio n .

In 1638 , how ever, Jesu its and th e ir  O rth o ­
do x c o lla b o ra to rs  accused Lu c a ris  

o f h ig h  tre a so n  a g a in st th e  O tto ­
m an Em p ire . T h is  t im e  th e  s u l­

tan  o rd ered  h is death. Lucaris  
w as a rre ste d , and on July 27, 
1638 , he w as taken on board  
a sm a ll boa t as i f  fo r  ban­
ish m e n t. As soo n as th e  boat 
w as a t sea, he w as stra n g le d . 

H is  b o d y  w as b u rie d  near 
th e  sho re , th e n  exhum ed and  

th ro w n  in to  th e  sea. I t  w as fo u n d
adore th e m , n o r sh a lt th o u  w o rsh ip  
th e m ; [Exo d u s 2 0 :4 , 5 ] '  since w e o u g h t to  
w o rsh ip , n o t th e  c reature , b u t o n ly  the  C rea to r 
and M aker o f th e  heaven and o f th e  e a rth , and  
H im  o n ly  to  a d o re .. . .  T h e  w o rsh ip  and service  
o f [th e  icons], as be ing  fo rb id d e n  . . .  in  Sacred  
Sc rip tu re , w e reject, le s t w e sh o u ld  fo rg e t, and  
instead o f the  C re a to r and M aker, adore col­
o u rs , and a rt, and c re a tu re s."—Acts 17:29.

A lth o u g h  Luca ris w as n o t able to  d iscern fu l­
ly all m a tte rs o f e rro r in  th e  era o f sp iritu a l da rk­
ness in w h ic h  he liv e d ,*  he m ade com m e nd­
able e ffo rts  to  have th e  B ib le  be the  a u th o rity  
on church do c trine  and to  educate people  
a b o u t its  teachings.

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r th e  release o f th is  Confes­
s io n , a renew ed wave o f o p p o s itio n  to  Lucaris  
arose. In 1633 , C yril C o n ta ri, th e  m e tro p o lita n  
o f Beroea (n o w  A le p p o ), a pe rsona l enem y o f 
Lucaris and su p p o rte d  by th e  Jesu its, tr ie d  to  
bargain w ith  th e  O tto m a n s  fo r  th e  patria rchal 
chair. H ow ever, th e  schem e fa iled  w h e n  C o n­
ta ri w as unab le  to  pay th e  m oney. Lucaris re­
ta ined  th e  office. T h e  fo llo w in g  year A th a n a ­
s iu s  o f Th e ssa lo n ic a  paid 6 0 ,0 0 0  s ilve r coins  
fo r  th e  office. Luca ris w as again deposed. B u t

* In his Confession, he supports the Trinity and the 
doctrines of predestination and the immortal soul—all 
non-Biblical teachings.

by fish e rm e n  and la te r b u rie d  by h is  
fr ie n d s.

Lessons for Us
" I t  sh o u ld  n o t be overlooked th a t one o f [ L u ­

c a ris '] p rim a ry  a im s w as to  e n lig h te n  and up ­
l i f t  the  educational level o f h is c lergy and flock, 
w hich  in the  s ix te e n th  and early  seventeenth  
c entu ry  had sunk to  an e xtre m e ly  lo w  p o in t,"  
sta tes one scholar. N u m e ro u s  obstacles pre­
vented Lucaris fro m  reaching h is goal. He was 
rem oved fro m  the  pa tria rcha l th ro n e  five tim e s. 
T h ir ty - fo u r  years a fte r h is  death, a synod in Je­
rusa lem  ana them atize d  h is be lie fs as heresies. 
Th e y  declared th a t th e  Sc rip tu re s  "sh o u ld  be 
read, n o t by ju s t  anyone, b u t o n ly  by the  ones 
peering in to  the  deep th in g s  o f th e  s p ir i t  a f­
te r having done a p p ro p ria te  rese a rc h "—th a t is, 
o n ly  the  sup p o se d ly  educated c lergym en.

Once again, the  ru lin g  ecclesiastical class 
suppressed  e ffo rts  to  make G o d 's  W o rd  avail­
able to  th e ir  flock. Th e y  v io le n tly  silenced  
a voice th a t p o in ted  to  som e o f th e  e rro rs  
o f th e ir  no n-B ib lica l be lie fs. Th e y  proved to  
be am ong th e  w o rs t  enem ies o f re lig io u s  fre e ­
dom  and t ru th .  Sadly, th is  is a stance th a t  
in va rio us ways su rv iv e s  even to  o u r day. It  
is a so b e rin g  re m in d e r o f w h a t happens w h e n  
cle rgy-instiga ted  in trig u e s  sta nd  in th e  w ay o f 
freedom  o f th o u g h t and e xp re ssio n .

THE WATCHTOWER • FEBRUARY 15, 2000 29



2 0 0 0
"Doers of God s Word"

DISTRICT CONVENTION LOCATIONS

MAY 19-21
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 

Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

MAY 26-28
DENVER, CO, Mile High Stadium, 2755 W . 17th Ave. 
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 

Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
PH ILA D ELPH IA , PA, Veterans Stadium, S. Broad &  Pat- 

tison Ave.

JUNE 2-4
CHICAGO, It, Comiskey Park, 333 W . 35th St.
FO RT W O RTH , TX, Fo rt W orth  Convention Center,

1111 Houston St.
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 

Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
PO RTLAN D, ME, Cumberland County Civic Center, 

One Civic Center Sq.
SAN DIEGO, CA, Qualcomm Stadium, 9449 Friars Rd. 
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL, Christian Convention Center 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. 
W IN STO N -SA LEM , NC, Lawrence Joel Veterans Me­

morial Coliseum, 2825 University Pkwy.

JUNE 9-11
AM ARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd &  Buchan­

an Sts.
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Centennial Garden Arena,

1001 Truxtun Ave.
JACKSON, MS, M ississippi Coliseum, 1207 M ississip­

pi St.
KANSAS CITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800 Genessee St. 
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­

vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
M ADISON, W l, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 

1881 Expo Mall E.
M EM PH IS, TN , M id-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fair­

grounds, 996 Early Maxwell Blvd.
N EW  HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coliseum,

275 S. Orange St.
PH ILA D ELPHIA , PA, Veterans Stadium, S. Broad &  Pat- 

tison Ave.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave. 
SPRING FIELD , I L  Prairie Capital Convention Center, 

One Convention Center Plaza.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL, Christian Convention Center 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. 
W IN STO N -SA LEM , NC, Lawrence Joel Veterans Me­

morial Coliseum, 2825 University Pkwy.

JUNE 16-18
ALBANY, GA, Civic Center, 100 W. Oglethorpe Ave. 
AM ARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd &  Buchan­

an Sts.
BAKERSFIELD, CA (Spanish only), Centennial Garden 

Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
B ILU N G S, M T, MetraPark Arena, 308 6th Ave. N. 
FLORENCE, SC, Florence Civic Center, 3300 W. Ra­

dio Dr.
FO RT W O RTH , TX  (Spanish only), Fo rt W o rth  Con­

vention Center, 1111 Houston St.
JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 M ississip­

pi St.
MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
N EW  HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coliseum,

275 S. Orange St.
PONTIAC, M l, Silverdome, 1200 Featherstone Rd. 
RENO, NV, Lawlor Events Center, 15th &  Virginia Sts. 
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL, Christian Convention Center 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. 

JUNE 23-25
ALBANY, GA, Civic Center, 100 W . Oglethorpe Ave. 
AM ARILLO, TX  (Spanish only), Civic Center Coliseum, 

3rd &  Buchanan Sts.
A M HERST, MA, The M ullins Center, University of Mas­

sachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.

COLUMBIA, SC (Spanish only), Carolina Coliseum, 
Assembly &  Blossom Sts.

DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, W rig ht State 
University, 3640 Colonel Glen Hwy.

FLORENCE, SC, Florence Civic Center, 3300 W. Ra­
dio Dr.

FO RT W O RTH , TX  (Spanish only), Fo rt W orth Con­
vention Center, 1111 Houston St.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
M EM PHIS, TN , Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fair­

grounds, 996 Early Maxwell Blvd.
NEW  HAVEN, CT (Spanish only), Veterans Memorial 

Coliseum, 275 S. Orange St.
PO RTLAND, ME, Cumberland County Civic Center, 

One Civic Center Sq.
RIC HM OND, VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh St.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 4001 st St. S.
SAN DIEGO, CA (Spanish only), Qualcomm Stadium, 

9449 Friars Rd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow Palace, 

2600 Geneva Ave.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's W itnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

JUNE 30—JULY 2
AMARILLO, TX  (Spanish only), Civic Center Coliseum, 

3rd &  Buchanan Sts.
AM HERST, MA, The Mullins Center, University of Mas­

sachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
DAYTON, OH, E rv in ). Nutter Center, W rig h t State 

University, 3640 Colonel Glen Hwy.
FLORENCE, SC, Florence Civic Center, 3300 W. Ra­

dio Dr.
FO RT W O RTH , TX, Fort W orth Convention Center,

1111 Houston St.
H O USTO N, TX  (Spanish only), Astrodome, Loop 610 

at Kirby Dr.
KENNEWICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Qui- 

nault.
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­

vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
MADISON, W l, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 

1881 Expo Mall E.
OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4450 S. Harrison 

Blvd.
RIC HM OND, VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh St.
ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,

30 2nd Ave. SE.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 4001 st St. S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow Palace, 

2600 Geneva Ave.
SPRING FIELD, I L  Prairie Capital Convention Center, 

One Convention Center Plaza.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. " D "  St.
TUC SO N , AZ (Spanish only), Convention Center,

260 S. Church St.
UNIO NDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Colise­

um, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

JULY 7-9
AM HERST, MA, The M ullins Center, University of Mas­

sachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
BIRM ING HAM , AL, Civic Center Coliseum, One Civic 

Center Plaza.
BISMARCK, ND, Civic Center Arena, 601 E. Sweet Ave.
CHICAGO, IL  (Spanish only), Comiskey Park,

333 W. 35th St.
CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convo­

cation Centre, Prospect &  E. 21 st Sts.
CO LUM BUS, GA, South Commons Civic Center,

400 4th St.
HO USTO N, TX, Astrodome, Loop 610 at Kirby Dr.
H UN TIN G TO N , WV, Civic Arena, 3rd Ave. &  8th St.

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl 
Sports Complex, 1145 E. Adams St.

JERSEY CITY, NJ (American Sign Language only), As­
sembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy 
Blvd.

KENNEW ICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Qui- 
nault.

LINC OLN, NE, Devaney Sports Center, 16th St. &  M ili­
tary Rd.

LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­
vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

LO UISV ILLE, KY, Freedom Hall Coliseum, Kentucky 
Fair &  Expo Center, 937 Phillips Ln.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
M ADISON, W l, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 

1881 Expo Mall E.
NATICK, MA (Portuguese only), Assembly Hall of Je­

hovah's Witnesses, 85 Bacon St.
OKLAHOM A CITY, OK, Myriad, One Myriad Gardens.
RENO, NV, Lawlor Events Center, 15th &  Virginia Sts.
ROCHESTER, M N, Mayo Civic Center Arena,

30 2nd Ave. SE.
ROCHESTER, NY, Blue Cross Arena, 100 Exchange 

Blvd.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only), Bayfront Center, 

40 01 st St. S.
SALISBURY, NC (Greek only), Assembly Hall o f Jeho­

vah's Witnesses, 3401 Old Concord Rd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow Palace, 

2600 Geneva Ave.
SPRING FIELD , IL, Prairie Capital Convention Center, 

One Convention Center Plaza.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. " D "  St.
TUC SO N , AZ, Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.
UNIO NDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL  (Spanish only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

JULY 14-16
A M HERST, MA, The M ullins Center, University of Mas­

sachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
BELTO N, TX  (Spanish only), Bell County Expo Center 

Arena, 301 W. Loop 121.
CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convo­

cation Centre, Prospect &  E. 21 st Sts.
HAM PTO N, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.
JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl 

Sports Complex, 1145 E. Adams St.
JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assembly Hall of Jeho­

vah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
JOHNSON CITY, TN , Freedom Hall Civic Center Arena, 

Liberty Bell Blvd.
KENNEW ICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W . Qui- 

nault.
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­

vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
OKLAHOM A CITY, OK, Myriad, One Myriad Gardens.
RIC HM OND, CA(Tagalog only), Richmond Memorial 

Convention Center Arena, 2544 Barrett Ave.
RIC HM OND, VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh St.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only), Bayfront Center, 

40 01 st St. S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. " D "  St.
TUC SO N , AZ, Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.
UNIO NDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, F L  Christian Convention Center 

of Jehovah's W itnesses, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
W O O DLAN D H ILLS, CA (Armenian only), Assembly 

Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 20600 Ventura Blvd.
JULY 21-23
A M HERST, MA, The M ullins Center, University of Mas­

sachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
BELTO N, TX  (Spanish only), Bell County Expo Center 

Arena, 301 W. Loop 121.



BILOXI, MS, Mississippi Coast Coliseum,
3800 W. Beach Blvd.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convo­
cation Centre, Prospect &  E. 21 st Sts.

ESCONDIDO, CA (American Sign Language only), As­
sembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1873 Iris Ln.

FO RT W O RTH , TX, Fo rt W orth  Convention Center,
1111 Houston St.

HAM PTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.
H U N TSV ILLE, AL, Von Braun Civic Center Arena,

700 Monroe St.
JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assembly Hall of Jeho­

vah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
JOHNSON CITY, TN , Freedom Hall Civic Center Arena, 

Liberty Bell Blvd.
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Japanese only), Assembly 

Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave.
RICHM OND, VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh St.
ROCHESTER, NY, Blue Cross Arena, 100 Exchange 

Blvd.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 4001 st St. S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Portuguese sessions also), Cow 

Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. " D "  St.
TUC SO N, AZ (Spanish only), Convention Center,

260 S. Church St.
UNIO NDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Colise­

um, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T PALM BEACH, FL, Christian Convention Center 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
W O O DLAN D H ILLS, CA (Japanese only), Assembly 

Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 20600 Ventura Blvd.
JULY 28-30
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Centennial Garden Arena,

1001 Truxtun Ave.
CHICAGO, IL, Comiskey Park, 333 W . 35th St.
CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convo­

cation Centre, Prospect &  E. 21 st Sts.
H UN TSV ILLE , AL, Von Braun Civic Center Arena,

700 Monroe St.
JERSEY CITY, NJ (Korean only), Assembly Hall of Jeho­

vah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 

Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Italian only), Assembly Hall 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave.
NORCO, CA (Korean only), Assembly Hall o f Jeho­

vah's W itnesses, 1001 Parkridge Ave.
ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 Williamson Rd. NE.
ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,

30 2nd Ave. SE.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 4001 st St. S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave.
TUC SO N, AZ, Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.
UNIO NDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Colise­

um, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

W ICHITA, KS (Spanish only), Century II Convention 
Hall, 225 W . Douglas.

AUGUST 4-6
BAKERSFIELD, CA (Spanish only), Centennial Garden 

Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
BILOXI, MS, Mississippi Coast Coliseum,

3800 W. Beach Blvd.
DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, W rig h t State 

University, 3640 Colonel Glen Hwy.
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 

Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Russian only), Assembly 

Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave.
ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,

30 2nd Ave. SE.
ROCHESTER, NY, Blue Cross Arena, 100 Exchange 

Blvd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave.
UNIO NDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

AUGUST 11-13
BELTO N, TX, Bell County Expo Center Arena,

301 W. Loop 121.
DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, W rig h t State 

University, 3640 Colonel Glen Hwy.

LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Center 
Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

UNIO NDALE, NY (Polish sessions also), Nassau Veter­
ans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.

W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only), Christian Con­
vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

AUGUST 18-20
BELTO N, TX, Bell County Expo Center Arena,

301 W . Loop 121.
BILOXI, MS, Mississippi Coast Coliseum,

3800 W. Beach Blvd.
FREM O NT, CA (Chinese only), Assembly Hall of Jeho­

vah's Witnesses, 43400 Osgood Rd.
UNIO NDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Colise­

um, 1255 Hempstead Tpk.
W E S T  PALM BEACH, FL (French only), Christian Con­

vention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1610 Palm 
Beach Lakes Blvd.

YAKIMA, WA (Spanish only), SunDome,
1301 S. Tenth St.

AUGUST 25-27
FREM O NT, CA (Vietnamese only), Assembly Hall of 

Jehovah's W itnesses, 43400 Osgood Rd.
YAKIMA, WA (Spanish only), SunDome,

1301 S. Tenth St.
SEPTEMBER 1-3
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­

vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

SEPTEMBER 8-10
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Con­

vention Center Arena, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

Britain
JUNE 9-11
GUERNSEY, C.I., Beau Sejour Centre, St. Peter Port.

JUNE 16-18
NEW C ASTLE-UPO N-TYNE, Newcastle Arena, Arena 

Way.
SO UTHA M PTO N , Southampton Football Club, The  

Dell, M ilton Rd.

JUNE 23-25
COVENTRY, Highfield Road Stadium, King Richard St.
PLYM O UTH, Plymouth Argyle Football Club, Home 

Park.
JUNE 30-JULY 2
BRIG HTO N, The Brighton Centre, Kings Rd.
CARDIFF, Cardiff City Association Football Club, Nini- 

an Park, Sloper Rd.
LEEDS, Leeds United Football Club, Elland Rd.
LONDON (Italian only), Edgware Kingdom Hall Com­

plex, Avion Crescent, NW9.

JULY 7-9
MANCHESTER, Manchester Arena, Hunts Bank.
PERTH , St. Johnstone Football Club, McDiarmid Park, 

Crieff Rd.
W O LVERHAM PTO N, Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Football Club, Molineux Stadium, Waterloo Rd.

JULY 14-16
LONDON (Greek only), Edgware Kingdom Hall Com­

plex, Avion Crescent, NW9.
NORW ICH, Norwich City Football Club, Carrow Rd.
N O TTIN G HA M , Nottingham Forest Football Club,

City Ground.

JULY 21-23
D U D LEY  (Punjabi only), Assembly Hall, 22 Castle H ill.
LONDON (CRYSTAL PALACE), National Sports Centre, 

Norwood.
JULY 28-30
LONDON (TW IC KEN HAM ) (French and Spanish ses­

sions also), Rugby Football Union, Rugby Road, 
Twickenham, Middx.

Malta
SEPTEMBER 8-10
ST. PAUL'S BAY, New Dolmen Hotel Conference 

Centre, Qawra.

Ireland
JULY 14-16
SW ORDS, National Show Centre, Cloghran, Swords, 

County Dublin.

JULY 21-23
SW ORDS, National Show Centre, Cloghran, Swords, 

County Dublin.

Canada
JUNE 9-11
CORNWALL, O NT., Ed Lumley Arena, Cornwall Civic 

Complex, 100 Water St. E.
HA M ILTO N , ONT. (Polish sessions also), Copps Coli­

seum, 101 York Blvd.
SELKIRK, MAN., Selkirk Recreation Complex, 180 Eas­

ton Dr.

JUNE 16-18
CORNWALL, O NT., Ed Lumley Arena, Cornwall Civic 

Complex, 100 Water St. E.
D A RTM O U TH , N.S., Dartm outh Sportsplex, 

llO W yse  Rd.
HAM ILTO N, O NT. (sign language also; Greek sessions 

also), Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.
SELKIRK, MAN., Selkirk Recreation Complex, 180 Eas­

ton Dr.
VICTORIA, B.C., Esquimau's Archie Browning Sports 

Centre (Arena), 1151 Esquim altRd.
W IN D SO R, O NT., St. Denis Athletic &  Community 

Centre, University of W indsor, 2555 College Ave.

JUNE 23-25
CORNWALL, O NT. (French only), Ed Lumley Arena, 

Cornwall Civic Complex, 100 Water St. E.
GRANDE PRAIRIE, ALTA., Canada Games Arena,

10017 99th Ave.
K ITCHENER, O NT., Kitchener Memorial Auditorium  

Complex, 400 East Ave.
M ONCTON, N.B., Coliseum Agrena, Killam Dr.
N O RTH BAY, O NT., Memorial Gardens Sports Arena, 

100 Chippewa St. E.
VANCOUVER, B.C. (sign language also), Pacific Coli­

seum, 100 Renfrew St.
JUNE 30-JULY 2
CALGARY, ALTA., Canadian Airlines Saddledome,

555 Saddledome Rise SE.
Q UEBEC CITY, Q UE. (French only), Colis^e de Que­

bec, 250, boul. W ilfrid-Hamel.
SASKATOON, SASK. (sign language also),

3515 Thatcher Ave.

JULY 7-9
BRAM PTO N, O NT. (Chinese only), Assembly Hall of 

Jehovah's W itnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mile W . of Mississau­
ga Rd.

ED M O N TO N , ALTA., Skyreach Centre, Northlands 
Park, 7424 118th Ave.

KAMLOOPS, B.C., Riverside Coliseum, 300 Lome St.
M O NTREAL, Q UE. (Arabic only), Assembly Hall of Je­

hovah's Witnesses, 12700, boul. M &ropolitain Est, 
Pointe-aux-Trembles.

M O U N T PEARL, N FLD ., M ount Pearl Glacier, Olym­
pic Dr.

NANAIMO, B.C., Frank Crane Arena, Beban Park Rec­
reation Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd.

SHERBRO O KE, Q UE. (French only), Palais des sports, 
360, rue Parc.

JULY 14-16
BRAM PTO N, O NT. (Italian only), Assembly Hall o f Je­

hovah's W itnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mile W . of Mississau­
ga Rd.

KAMLOOPS, B.C., Riverside Coliseum, 300 Lome St.
M O NTREAL, Q UE. (Spanish only), Assembly Hall of 

Jehovah's W itnesses, 12700, boul. M6tropolitain Est, 
Pointe-aux-Trembles.

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C., Prince George Multi-plex Are­
na, 2188 Ospika Blvd.

SHERBRO O KE, Q UE. (French only), Palais des sports, 
360, rue Parc.

JULY 21-23
BRAM PTO N, O NT. (Portuguese only), Assembly Hall 

of Jehovah's W itnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mile W . of M issis­
sauga Rd.

SHERBRO O KE, Q UE. (French; sign language also), Pa­
lais des sports, 360, rue Parc.

SURREY, B.C. (Spanish only), Assembly Hall of Jeho­
vah's W itnesses, 15577 82nd Ave.

JULY 28-30
BRAM PTO N, O NT. (Spanish only), Assembly Hall of 

Jehovah's W itnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mile W . o f Mississau­
ga Rd.



Humans
JUST HIGHER ANIMALS?

"Does it make any difference 
what we believe about the 
origin of life?"

A 16-year-old girl in Brazil posed this 
question in the introduction to her talk 
on the subject "Humans—Just Higher Ani­
mals?" She was invited by her teacher to ad­
dress the class on that question, after the 
teacher had received a copy of the June 22, 
1998, issue of Aw ake! on that subject.

The young Witness highlighted just how 
disastrous has been the teaching of evolu­
tion based on natural selection. For exam­
ple, many people feel that the evolution the­

ory led some to view war as just a natural part of the eternal 
struggle for survival, helping to pave the way for the development 
of Fascism and Nazism.

The student showed that there is a huge gulf between humans 
and animals. She stated: "Only humans can develop spirituali­
ty. Only humans try to discover the meaning and purpose of life. 
Only humans are troubled by death, are concerned about their or­
igin, and have a desire to live forever. How important it is that we 
spend time finding out a little more about our origin!"

The teacher praised the fine presentation. She attributed its 
success to the fact that this young teenage Witness likes to read. 
The girl is known at school as an avid reader 
of such Bible-based publications as Aw ake! 
and The Watchtower.

Jehovah's Witnesses are sincerely con­
cerned about the effect that the theory of 
evolution is having on the hearts and minds 
of young people. For this reason, the con­
gregation where this girl associates encour­
aged young Witnesses to give a copy of the 
June 22, 1998, Aw ake! magazine to their 
teachers and schoolmates. Some 230 maga­
zines were distributed in various schools in 
the city. The head of the Science Department at one school sub­
scribed to the Aw ake! magazine.

Yes, it does make a difference what we believe about the origin 
of life! This young person and her friends have shown that belief 
in the Creator has made a real difference in their lives.
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