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• So m e  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,
a prominent Korean scholar visited 
Peking, China. Staring at a painting on 
the ceiling of a cathedral, he saw a scene 
of Mary with the child Jesus in her arms. 
He said of this startling painting:
“A lady held a sickly-looking child, about 
five or six years old, on her lap. She seemed 
to have little strength in her neck, as if she 
couldn’t bear to watch her son for pity.
And far behind them there were a lot of 
ghosts and babies with wings flying 
around. As I stared at them above me, 
it looked as if they would drop down 
on me at any moment. Startled, I 
put my hand out to take them.”

THAT occurred long after the Refor­
mation began in Europe, long after 
the dark era of the Middle Ages. But 
to most Orientals, Christianity was as un­
familiar as the painting itself. How that sit­

uation has changed! Every Christmas sea­
son, scenes of the baby Jesus are featured.
The Orient has become used to such scenes, 
and many streets there now resemble those 
in Europe.

On the evening of November 25, 1998, a 
month prior to Christmas, the Champs Ely- 
sees in Paris is brightly lit by over 100,000 
bulbs on the 300 trees lining that famous 
avenue. Comparably, on a downtown street 
in Seoul, Korea, a giant Christmas tree is 
featured by a major department store and 
begins to brighten the night in that capi­
tal city. Soon its streets are adorned with 
Christmas decorations.

in the
Television, radio, and newspapers present 

Christmas-related programs day after day. 
Stirred by the Christmas mood, the whole 
country becomes occupied with welcoming 
the end of the year. The churches in Seoul, 
the number of which astonishes many visi­
tors, get decorated in a hurry. Thus, Korea 
and other countries in the Orient are en­
gulfed by the Christmas spirit about the 
time that the United States is involved in 
its Thanksgiving Day celebration in late No­
vember.

Most countries of the Orient are not con­
sidered part of Christendom. For instance, 
only 26.3 percent of the population of Korea 
professes to be Christian. In Hong Kong it 
is 7.9 percent, in Taiwan 7.4 percent, and in 
Japan only 1.2 percent. Clearly, most Orien­
tals do not practice Christianity, but they 
seem to have no objection to celebrating
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Christmas. In fact, they often seem to be 
more enthusiastic about it than their West­
ern counterparts are. Hong Kong, for in­
stance, is well-known for its flamboyant 
Christmas celebration, even though most 
of its inhabitants are either Buddhists or 
Taoists. Even in China, where only 0.1 per­
cent professes to be Christian, Christmas is 
very rapidly gaining in popularity.

Why is Christmas celebrated so widely 
in the Orient? Why do people who do not 
accept Jesus as the Messiah join in cele­
brating Christmas, which most professing 
Christians view as his birthday? Should 
true Christians imitate their view of Christ­
mas? We shall find the answers as we con­
sider how Christmas became popularized in 
Korea, an age-old country of the Orient.

C h r is t m a s
Why Even in the Orient?

AN OLD Oriental belief is rem­
iniscent of the Santa Claus 
of Christmas. That is the 

Korean belief in one named Cho- 
wangshin, and something similar 

can be found among some Chinese 
and Japanese.

Chowangshin was considered a 
god in charge of the kitchen, a 
god of fire who was related to the 
ancient Korean worship of fire.
(In olden times, Koreans trans­
ported live charcoals carefully, 
making sure that these were nev­
er extinguished.) This god was be­
lieved to keep watch over the con­
duct of family members for a year, 
after which he ascended to heav­
en through the kitchen stove and 
chimney.

Supposedly, Chowangshin reported to the 
king of heaven on the 23rd of the lunar 
month of December. He was expected to 
come back at the end of the year through 
the chimney and the stove, bringing re­
wards and penalties in accord with each 
one’s conduct. On the day of his return,

the members of the family were to 
light candles in the kitchen and 
elsewhere in the house. Portraits 
of that kitchen god bear anoth­
er similarity to Santa Claus—he 
was depicted in red! It used to 
be a custom for the daughter- 
in-law to make a pair of tradi­
tional Korean socks and on the 
winter solstice give them to her 
mother-in-law. That was meant 
to symbolize her wish that the 
mother-in-law would have a long 
life, since the days get longer af­
ter that date.

Do you not see some similarities 
between the foregoing points and 

Christmas? They share stories and 
customs: the chimney, candles, g ift­

giving, socks, an old man in red clothing, 
and the date. Still, such similarities alone 
do not account for the easy acceptance of 
Christmas in Korea. The belief in Chowang­
shin had almost faded away by the time 
Christmas was first introduced to Korea. In 
fact, most Koreans today do not know that 
such a belief ever existed.
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Nonetheless, th is  illus­
trates how customs related 
to the winter solstice and the 
end of the year spread all 
over the world through dif­
ferent paths. In the fourth 
century C.E., the prevailing 
church in the Roman Em­
pire changed the name of 
the Saturnalia, the pagan Roman festival 
of the birth of the sun-god, and made this 
part of Christmas. The Christmas celebra­
tion amounted to a revival of local customs 
with a different name tag. How was that 
possible?

The Role of Gift-Giving
Gift-giving is one custom that has nev­

er faded away. For a long time, Koreans 
have found much joy in giving and receiving 
gifts. This was one reason for the populariz­
ing of the Christmas celebration in Korea.

After World War II, for the U.S. soldiers 
stationed in Korea who wanted to strength­
en their ties with the people, churches were 
places to meet and to distribute gifts and re­
lief aid. Especially on Christmas Day did this

occur. Many children visit­
ed churches out of curiosi­
ty, and there they had their 
first exposure to g ifts of 
chocolate. As you can under­
stand, many of them then 
looked forward to the next 
Christmas.

For such children, Santa 
Claus was an American soldier in a red 
stocking cap. Proverbs 19:6 says: “Every­
body is a companion to the man making 
gifts.” Yes, gift-giving proved to be very ef­
fective. But as you can conclude from that 
verse, such gifts do not guarantee a lasting 
friendship. Even in Korea, many are those 
whose experiences with the church amount­
ed to nothing more than a taste of chocolate 
in their younger years. Christmas, though, 
was not forgotten. Along with Korea’s rapid 
economic growth, commercialism grew, and 
Christmas gift-giving was a simple means 
for boosting consumer spending. Businesses 
exploited Christmas to increase profits.

That provides you w ith  in sig h t into  
Christmas in the Orient today. Aiming at 
the Christmas shopping spree, new products

Many children visited 
churches out of 

curiosity and received 
gifts of chocolate. They 
then looked forward to 

the next Christmas
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are developed. Plans for advertisements be­
gin in midsummer. Sales figures peak at 
year-end, supported by all the purchasing of 
Christmas gifts, cards, and musical record­
ings. Why, advertisements would make the 
average youth feel miserable if he or she 
stayed at home and did not get any presents 
on Christmas Eve!

As Christmas Day draws near, stores and 
shopping malls in Seoul get crowded 
with people who are there to buy 
gifts, and the story is the same 
in other Oriental cities. There 
are traffic jams. Hotels, busi­
ness districts, restaurants, and 
nightclubs are flooded with 
customers. Sounds of revelry 
—loud singing—can be heard. On 
Christmas Eve, drunken men and 
women are seen making their way through 
streets that are littered with trash.

So it is. Christmas in the Orient is no lon­
ger a holiday led by professed Christians. 
Obviously, in Korea as elsewhere, commer­
cialism has taken the lead in making the 
most of this holiday of Christendom. Is the 
commercialism, then, solely to blame for a 
Christmas that has become so out of line 
with the spirit of Christ? True Christians 
need to probe deeper into the serious is­
sue involved.

The Origin of Christmas
A wild animal that is moved into a cage in 

a zoo is still a beast. And it would be a grave 
mistake to believe that it has been domesti­
cated just because it has been in a cage for 
a while and seemingly enjoys itself with its 
young ones. You may have heard reports of 
zoo workers being attacked.

In some ways we can say much the same 
about the celebration of Christmas. At first 
it was a “beast” living outside of Chris­
tianity. Under the subheading “Relation to

the Roman Saturnalia,” Christian En­
cyclopedia (in Korean)* observes regarding 
Christmas:

“The pagan Saturnalia and Brumalia were 
too deeply entrenched in popular custom 
to be set aside by Christian influence. The 
recognition of Sunday (the day of Phoebus 
and Mithras as well as the Lord’s Day) by 
the emperor Constantine . . . may have led 

Christians of the fourth century to feel 
the appropriateness of making the 

birthday of the Son of God co­
incide with that of the physi­
cal sun. The pagan festival 
with its riot and merrymak­
ing was so popular that Chris­

tians were glad of an excuse to 
continue its celebration with little 

change in spirit or in manner.”
Do you think that such a development 

could come about w ithout any opposi­
tion? The same encyclopedia says: “Chris­
tian preachers of the West and the Nearer 
East protested against the unseemly frivol­
ity with which Christ’s birthday was cele­
brated, while Christians of Mesopotamia ac­
cused their Western brethren of idolatry and 
sun-worship for adopting as Christian this 
pagan festival.” Truly, something was wrong 
from the beginning. “Yet the festival rapid­
ly gained acceptance and became at last so 
firmly established that even the Protestant 
revolution of the sixteenth century was not 
able to dislodge it,” the encyclopedia notes.

Yes, a festival of the sun-god, outside of 
true Christianity, was brought into the pre­
vailing church. It got a different name—yet 
its pagan character remained. And it helped 
to infuse paganism into nominally Christian 
churches and to corrupt individuals’ spiritu­
ality. History bears out that as Christen­
dom developed, the original attitude of “love

* Based on The New ScEncyclope­dia of Religious Knowledge.

Christmas 
helped to infuse 
paganism into 

nominally Christian 
churches
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Christmas Eve in downtown Seoul, Korea

thy enemies” gave way to moral degrada­
tions and violent wars.

In time, it was clear that despite its coun­
terfeit name, Christmas reflected its pa­
gan origin with revelry, heavy drinking, 
merrymaking, dancing, gift-giving, and the 
decorating of homes with evergreens. For 
the sake of commercialism’s ultimate goal 
—more sales—Christmas has been exploit­
ed in every possible way. The mass media 
praise it; the public is simply amused. In 
downtown Seoul, a store that specializes in 
underwear made television news by display­
ing in its window a Christmas tree decorat­

ed only with underwear. The atmosphere of 
Christmas was noticeable, but any sign of 
welcoming the Christ was not.

Scriptural Insight Into Christmas
What do we learn from such historical 

background and developments? If a shirt or 
blouse is buttoned unevenly from the start, 
the only way to correct the situation is to 
begin again. Is that not true? Despite that 
truth, some argue that notwithstanding its 
pagan roots in sun worship, Christmas has 
been accepted by Christendom. So they feel 
that the holiday has been sanctified as the
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me again, and here they are thrusting out 
the shoot to my nose?’”—Ezekiel 8:16, 17.

Yes, rather than being sanctified, that pa­
gan form of worship put the whole temple 
in jeopardy. Such practices permeated Ju­
dah and contributed to the prevalence of vi­
olence and moral degradation in that land. 
It is similar in Christendom, where prac­
tices rooted in the sun worship of Saturnalia 
come to the fore at Christmas. Significantly, 
a few years after Ezekiel received that vi­
sion, Jerusalem experienced God’s judgment 
—it met destruction at the hands of the Bab­
ylonians.—2 Chronicles 36:15-20.

You might have found the description of 
the young Jesus by a Korean scholar, relat­
ed in the preceding article, amusing. But the 
fact is that coming from a person without 
an accurate knowledge of Christ, the reac­
tion has considerable validity. It might make 
people who celebrate Christmas think se­
riously. Why? Because Christmas falls far 
short of representing Christ correctly. In 
fact, it obscures his true standing now. Je­
sus is no longer a babe in a manger.

Over and over, the Bible highlights that 
Jesus is now the Messiah, the powerful King 
of God’s heavenly Kingdom. (Revelation 11: 
15) He is ready to put an end to the poverty 
and misery that some people have not for­
gotten during the Christmas season as they 
give to charity.

Frankly, Christmas has benefited neither 
the lands of Christendom nor other coun­
tries, including those in the Orient. Rath­
er, it has diverted attention from the true 
Christian message about the Kingdom of 
God and the end of the present wicked sys­
tem. (Matthew 24:14) We invite you to in­
quire of Jehovah’s Witnesses about how 
that end will come. And you can learn from 
them about the lasting blessings that then 
will follow on earth, under the direction of 
God’s Kingdom and the reigning King, Je­
sus Christ.—Revelation 21:3, 4.

Christ is no longer a 
babe but the powerful King 

of God's Kingdom

birthday of Christ and imbued with new sig­
nificance.

We can learn a valuable lesson from a his­
torical event that took place in ancient Ju­
dah. In 612 B.C.E., the Judeans introduced 
pagan worship of the sun into the temple in 
Jerusalem. Was such pagan worship sancti­
fied by being carried on in the place devot­
ed to clean worship of Jehovah God? The Bi­
ble writer Ezekiel wrote of the sun worship 
practiced at Jerusalem’s temple: “Look! at 
the entrance of the temple of Jehovah, be­
tween the porch and the altar, there were 
about twenty-five men with . . . their faces 
to the east, and they were bowing down to 
the east, to the sun. And he went on to say 
to me: ‘Have you seen this, 0  son of man? Is 
it such a light thing to the house of Judah 
to do the detestable things that they have 
done here, that they have to fill the land 
with violence and that they should offend
8 THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15, 1999



Finding Real Peace in a
Troubled Land

“The monster of sectarian violence is well out 
of its cage,” said one report back in 1969. That was 

when the Troubles, the current period of unrest in 
Northern Ireland, began to escalate.

SECTARIAN violence and killing 
became the order of the day as 
Protestant and Catholic killers, 

“the wild men on both sides” of the 
political and religious divide, inten­
sified the struggle for dominance in 
Ireland. Since then “more than 3,600 

people have been killed and thou­
sands maimed in almost 30 years of 
violence,” reports The Irish Times.

This is not a new struggle, of 
course. It has plagued Ireland for 
centuries. In recent years its most 
lethal effects have been felt in 
Northern Ireland, but people all over 
Ireland have had their lives blighted 
by the bitterness and discord it has 
created.

In that scenario, for over one hun­
dred years now, Jehovah’s Witness­
es have been pointing to the real 
solution to the problems that have 
plagued this troubled land. That so­
lution is God’s Kingdom in the 
hands of Jesus Christ. (Matthew 6: 
9, 10) At the start of the Troubles

in 1969, there were 876 of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Ireland. Now there are 
well over 4,500, in more than 100 
congregations. Here are a few expe­
riences from some who have turned 
their backs on political and paramil­
itary activities.
“When I Grow Up, I Am Going to Join the IRA!”

Michael* grew up a Catholic in 
the Republic of Ireland. At school he 
was taught something of the histo­
ry of Ireland and its centuries-old 
conflict with Britain. As a child, he 
developed a deep hatred of the En­
glish, whom he saw as “oppressors 
of the Irish people.” When he was 
ten years old, he told his grandmoth­
er, “When I grow up, I am going to 
join the IRA!” (The Irish Republican 
Army) “I got a slap on the face that 
I remember to this day,” he says. He 
learned later that his grandfather 
had been in the British army during

* Names have been changed.



T h e  paramilitary struggle 
has been idealized in 
murals throughout 
Northern Ireland

World War I. His grand­
mother once had to stand in 
front of his grandfather to pre­
vent members of the IRA from 
shooting him.

Still, when Michael got older, he wanted 
to do something to help his fellow Catho­
lics in Northern Ireland. “It seemed to me at 
the time,” he says, “that the only people do­
ing anything to help the Catholic people of 
Northern Ireland were the IRA.” Fired by 
what he saw as a just cause, he became an 
IRA member and received training in the use 
of weapons. Three of his friends were shot 
dead by Protestant paramilitaries in North­
ern Ireland.

Michael eventually became disillusioned 
with the paramilitary struggle, disturbed, 
for example, by the bitter feuding that was 
carried on among different param ilitary 
groups. While in prison for offenses in con­
nection with IRA activity, he prayed to God

to help him to find the real way to lasting 
peace and justice. Some time later Jehovah’s 
Witnesses called at his home. Old preju­
dices, however, created barriers. The W it­
nesses were English. His deep-seated ha­
tred made it difficult for him to listen. “I 
did not always show that I was glad to see 
them,” he says, “but they persevered in call­
ing and talking with me, and I began to see 

that God’s Kingdom would put an end to 
all the political and social injustices 

that I was fighting to eradicate.” 
—Psalm 37:10,11; 72:12-14. 

The crunch came one eve­
ning when Michael met his 
commanding officer of the 
IRA, who said, “We have 
a job for you to do.” “I felt 
I had to make a choice 
there and then,” says Mi­
chael, “so I took a deep 
breath and said, ‘I am now 

one of Jehovah’s Witness­
es,’ even though I wasn’t 

baptized at the time. I just 
knew that I wanted to be a ser­

vant of Jehovah.” “You should be 
put up against a wall and shot,” was 

the commanding officer’s reply. Despite the 
threat, Michael left the IRA. He drew cour­
age to do this by letting Jehovah’s words af­
fect his mind and heart. “In time, my wife 
and some of my children also dedicated their 
lives to Jehovah. We now have true peace in 
our hearts. And we will always be grateful 
to Jehovah for allowing us to learn the tru th  
and to share in spreading a peaceful message 
in a troubled land.”—Psalm 34:14; 119:165.

Being Neutral Is a Real Protection
“I grew up in the countryside in Coun­

ty Derry in Northern Ireland,” says Patrick. 
“As a child, I knew nothing except the Trou­
bles. That environment obviously affected 
my outlook and thinking.” Patrick developed

10 THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15, 1999



extremist views influenced by virulent na­
tionalism and deep anti-British prejudices. 
He saw religious people on both sides of the 
political struggle violate fundamental Chris­
tian principles as well as principles of basic 
human decency. As a result, he turned away 
from religion, eventually becoming an athe­
ist and a confirmed Marxist.—Compare Mat­
thew 15:7-9; 23:27, 28.

“My earliest memories are of the hun­
ger strikes by republican prisoners in the 
North,” Patrick says. “They affected me 
deeply. I remember putting up Irish flags 
and scrawling anti-British graffiti every­
where I could. At just 15 years of age, I was 
a steward at the funeral of one of the hun­
ger strikers who died in prison.” Like many 
others who were caught up in the turmoil 
and confusion of the times, Patrick took part 
in riots and protest marches in pursuit of 
what he saw as social justice and equality. He 
developed close friendships with a number 
of extreme nationalists, many of whom were 
imprisoned by the British authorities.

“Then,” Patrick says, “for economic rea­
sons, I ended up spending some time in En­
gland. While I was there, the British po­
lice arrested one of my friends who was 
on a bombing mission.” Even though Pat­
rick was still very sympathetic to the nation­
alist cause, his attitude started to change. 
He began to see that his prejudices against 
all English people were fundamentally un­
founded. “I also began to realize,” he says, 
“that paramilitary activity would never real­
ly solve the problems and remove the injus­
tices that distressed me. There was too much 
corruption and other imperfections among 
those controlling the paramilitary organiza­
tions.”—Ecclesiastes 4:1; Jeremiah 10:23.

Patrick eventually returned to Northern 
Ireland. “When I got back, a friend intro­
duced me to Jehovah's Witnesses.” From his 
study of the Bible with the Witnesses, Pat­

rick began to see the real solution to human 
conflict and discord. He made rapid spiritual 
progress as the principles of the Bible affect­
ed his mind and heart. (Ephesians 4:20-24) 
“Now,” he says, “instead of plotting to over­
turn the existing order, I find myself preach­
ing the message of peace from the Bible, 
even in loyalist areas where I would never 
have ventured before. In fact, at a time when 
there were a lot of sectarian killings in Bel­
fast, the only ones who could move freely 
between loyalist and nationalist areas with­
out armored cars were Jehovah's Witness­
es.” Like other Witnesses in Northern Ire­
land during this time, he found that being 
neutral, just as the early Christians were, is 
a real protection. (John 17:16; 18:36) He con­
cludes: “It is so liberating to see that Jeho­
vah through Jesus Christ will provide true 
justice and freedom from oppression to all of 
humanity.”—Isaiah 32:1, 16-18.
“My Guns Were My Only Protection”

“I grew up on the other side of the political 
and religious divide,” says William. “I was 
steeped in Protestant prejudices and had an 
intense hatred of anything Catholic. I would 
not even go into a Catholic shop if at all pos­
sible, and I visited the Republic of Ireland 
only once. I got involved in various Protestant 
groups and institutions, like the Orange Or­
der—an organization that is dedicated to the 
preservation of the Protestant religion and 
way of life.” When he was 22, William joined 
the Ulster Defense Regiment, a part of the 
British army recruited locally. Most of its 
members were Protestant. He was quite will­
ing to kill to defend his heritage. “I owned 
several guns and would not have hesitated to 
use them if necessary. I kept one under my 
pillow at night.”

But there came a turning point. “I be­
gan to realize that Jehovah's Witnesses had 
something special when I worked alongside 
one of them renovating an old house. This
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fellow worker had a profound effect on me. 
As we built the house together, I was able to 
ask him many questions that bothered me 
about the Troubles, religion, and God. His 
simple, clear answers helped me to see Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses for what they are—a unit­
ed, nonviolent and politically neutral body of 
people, marked by love for God and neigh­
bor.”—John 13:34, 35.

Within four months of starting a Bible 
study, William resigned from all the reli­
gious and political institutions he was asso­
ciated with. “This was a big step for me,” 
he remembers, “because I had to relinquish 
many cherished, long-standing traditions.” 
His biggest test was yet to come, however. 
“Because of the situation in Northern Ire­
land, I felt that my guns were my only pro­
tection. I was seen as a 'legitimate target’ by 
IRA paramilitaries. So it was very difficult to 
give up these weapons.” Gradually, though, 
Bible counsel, such as that found at Isaiah 2: 
2-4, changed his outlook. He saw that in the 
end Jehovah was his real protection, just as 
He was for the first-century Christians. Wil­
liam then handed in his guns.

“One of the things that I am really glad 
about,” says William, “is that I now have 
deep and abiding friendships with people 
whom I would formerly have viewed as mor­
tal enemies. Also, it is a real source of joy to 
be able to take the Bible’s message of hope 
into what were formerly 'no-go areas’ for me. 
Reflecting on what the tru th  has done for me 
and my family makes me eternally grateful 
to Jehovah and his organization.”

“Things Just Did Not Make Any Sense”
Robert and Teresa come from totally dif­

ferent backgrounds. “I am from a staunchly 
Protestant family,” says Robert. “Some of my 
relatives have been involved in paramilitary 
activities. I myself joined the Ulster Defense

Regiment of the British army at 19 years of 
age. Much of that time was spent patrolling 
areas where Teresa lived. One night I was 
reassigned from a regular patrol to other du­
ties. That night the Land-Rover in which I 
would have been traveling was blown up. Two 
soldiers were killed and two others injured.”

Robert began to wonder about the mean­
ing of life. “I always believed in God, but 
when I looked around Northern Ireland, 
things just did not make any sense to me. I 
actually began to pray to God. I asked God if 
he really existed, and if he did, to show me 
the right way to live my life. I remember say­
ing to God that there must be one true reli­
gion somewhere!” Just a few days later, one 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses called on Robert and 
left some literature. When he came home 
late from a patrol that night, Robert started 
reading it and finished at five o’clock in the 
morning. “I quickly recognized the ring of 
truth ,” he says, “and I could see that every­
thing was coming straight from the Bible.” 
(2 Timothy 3:16) He began to have a Bible 
study, and in a short time, he dedicated his 
life to God.

“The Witnesses Always Directed Us to the Bible”
Teresa, on the other hand, was from a 

Catholic background, with deep nationalist 
sympathies. “As a young girl, I joined Sinn 
Fein.”* Teresa admits: “This got me involved 
in the support of paramilitary activity. I 
helped to raise funds for the military strug­
gle. I kept the IRA informed about what 
went on in my area. I also got involved in 
riots and stone-throwing attacks on police 
and army patrols.”

When some of Teresa’s family began to 
study the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
her curiosity was aroused too. The power of

* A political party closely associated with the Pro­visional IRA.
12 THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15, 1999



God’s Word influenced her greatly. “The Wit­
nesses always directed us to the Bible to get 
answers to questions,” she says. “The prom­
ise at Daniel 2:44 was a real eye-opener. I 
saw that God’s Kingdom was the real means 
for removing all the injustices that I was 
struggling against.” She felt a growing re­
vulsion at some of the atrocities perpetrat­
ed by paramilitaries. Teresa could not under­
stand, for example, why anyone with feelings 
of compassion and decency would cheer at 
the news of a terrorist action where soldiers 
or others were killed or maimed and families 
were devastated by grief and anguish. She 
too responded to the tru th  in the Bible and 
allowed God’s principles to adjust her think­
ing. She dedicated her life to God and soon 
was baptized.—Proverbs 2:1-5, 10-14.

Teresa met Robert when they both at­
tended meetings at one of the congrega­
tions of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Northern 
Ireland. She comments: “When I first met 
Robert, I found it difficult to believe that I 
was talking so calmly and peacefully with

someone whom I, until recently, would have 
considered part of the British war machine. 
God’s Word had certainly helped me to re­
move deep-seated hatreds and prejudices.” 
She and Robert found that instead of being 
divided by hatreds and prejudices springing 
from their different traditions and cultures, 
they now had many things in common. The 
most powerful of these was a love for Jeho­
vah God. They got married. Now they work 
together in bringing God’s message of true 
peace to people of all backgrounds and be­
liefs in this troubled land.

Others in Ireland have had similar expe­
riences. By listening to and accepting the 
teachings of the inspired Word of God, they 
have escaped from the 'philosophies and 
empty deceptions’ of men. (Colossians 2:8) 
Now they put their full confidence in God’s 
promises recorded in the Bible. They are 
happy to share with any who will listen their 
hope of a peaceful future—one that will be 
totally free from sectarian and other kinds 
of violence.—Isaiah 11:6-9.
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M ay  w e  n e v e r  s h r in k
BACK TO DESTRUCTION!

“We are not the sort that shrink back to destruction."
—HEBREWS 10:39.

THE apostles must have been shocked 
when their beloved Master, Jesus, 
told them that they would all scatter 

and abandon him. How could such a thing be 
—in this, his hour of greatest need? Peter 

insisted: “Even if all the others are stum­
bled, yet I will not be.” In truth , Peter was 
a brave, bold man. But when Jesus was be­
trayed and arrested, the apostles—includ­
ing Peter—scattered. Later, while Jesus 
was being interrogated in the house of High 
Priest Caiaphas, Peter lingered anxiously in 
the courtyard. As the cold night wore on, 
Peter likely came to fear that Jesus and any­
one associated with him might be executed. 
When some bystanders recognized Peter as 
one of Jesus’ close associates, panic seized 
him. Three times he disavowed his connec­
tion with Jesus. Peter denied even knowing 
him!—Mark 14:27-31, 66-72.

2 That was a low point in Peter’s life, a mo­
ment he no doubt regretted for the rest of 
his days. But did Peter’s course that night 
make him a coward? Did it make him one of 
“the sort” that the apostle Paul later de­
scribed when he wrote: “Now we are not the 
sort that shrink back to destruction”? (He­
brews 10:39) Most of us would likely agree
1. What circumstances led to the apostle Peter’s giving in to fear?
2. (a) Why would Peter’s fearful course on the night of Jesus’ arrest not make him of “the sort that shrink back”? (b) What should be our de­termination?

that Paul’s words do not apply to Peter. 
Why? Because Peter’s fear was temporary, 
a brief lapse in a life marked by outstand­
ing courage and faith. Similarly, many of us 
have moments in our past that we recall 
with some degree of shame, moments when 
fear caught us by surprise and kept us from 
standing as boldly for the tru th  as we would 
have liked. (Compare Romans 7:21-23.) We 
can be assured that such momentary lapses 
do not make us the sort that shrink back to 
destruction. Still, we need to be determined 
never to become of that sort. Why? And how 
can we avoid becoming such a person?

What It Means to Shrink Back to Destruction
3 When Paul wrote of “the sort th a t  

shrink back,” he did not mean those who 
may suffer a momentary lapse of courage. 
Paul surely knew of Peter’s experience and 
of other similar cases. Elijah, a bold and out­
spoken prophet, once gave in to fear and 
fled for his life because of a death th reat 
from wicked Queen Jezebel. (1 Kings 19:1-4) 
The prophet Jonah had a more serious bout 
with fear. Jehovah assigned him to travel to 
the notoriously violent, wicked city of Nin­
eveh. Jonah promptly boarded a boat head­
ed for Tarshish—2,200 miles in the oppo­
site direction! (Jonah 1:1-3) Yet, neither of 
these faithful prophets nor the apostle Pe-
3. How did the prophets Elijah and Jonah give in to fear?
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ter could rightly be described as the sort 
that shrink back. Why not?

4 Note the full phrase that Paul used: 
“Now we are not the sort that shrink back 
to destruction.” What did he mean by “de­
struction”? The Greek word he used refers 
at times to eternal destruction. This defini­
tion fits the context. Paul had just warned: 
“If we practice sin willfully after having re­
ceived the accurate knowledge of the truth, 
there is no longer any sacrifice for sins left, 
but there is a certain fearful expectation of 
judgment and there is a fiery jealousy that 
is going to consume those in opposition.” 
—Hebrews 10:26, 27.

5 So when Paul said to his fellow believ­
ers, “We are not the sort that shrink back 
to destruction,” he meant that he and his 
faithful Christian readers were determined
4, 5. (a) How does the context help us to deter­mine what Paul meant by “destruction” at He­brews 10:39? (b) What did Paul mean when he said: “We are not the sort that shrink back to destruction”?

never to turn away from Jehovah and stop 
serving him. To do so could lead only to 
eternal destruction. Judas Iscariot was one 
who shrank back to such destruction, as did 
other enemies of the tru th  who willfully 
worked against Jehovah’s spirit. (John 17: 
12; 2 Thessalonians 2:3) Such individuals 
are among “the cowards” who suffer eter­
nal destruction in the symbolic lake of fire. 
(Revelation 21:8) No, we do not ever want to 
be of that sort!

6 Satan the Devil wants us to shrink back 
to destruction. A master of “crafty acts,” 
he knows that such a ruinous course often 
starts in small ways. (Ephesians 6:11, foot­
note) If direct persecution fails to achieve 
his ends, he seeks to erode the faith of 
true Christians through subtler means. He 
wants to see bold, zealous Witnesses of 
Jehovah silenced. Let us see what tactics 
he used against the Hebrew Christians to 
whom Paul wrote.
6. What course does Satan the Devil want us to take?
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How Christians Were Pressured to Shrink Back
7 The evidence indicates that Paul wrote 

his letter to the Hebrews about 61 C.E. The 
congregation in Jerusalem had a tumultu­
ous history. After the death of Jesus, a wave 
of vicious persecution struck, forcing many 
Christians in the city to scatter. A period of 
peace ensued, however, allowing the num­
ber of Christians to multiply. (Acts 8:4; 9: 
31) As the years passed, other persecutions 
and hardships came and went. It seems that 
by the time Paul wrote the letter to the He­
brews, the congregation was once again en­
joying a period of comparative peace. Still, 
there were pressures. Nearly three decades 
had passed since Jesus had foretold the de­
struction of Jerusalem. There were likely 
some who felt that the end had delayed be­
yond reason and might not come in their 
lifetime. Others, especially those newer in 
the faith, had not yet been tested by se­
vere persecution and knew little of the need 
for endurance under trial. (Hebrews 12:4) 
Satan surely sought to take advantage of 
such circumstances. What “crafty acts” did 
he use?

8 The Jewish community in Jerusalem 
and Judea viewed the fledgling Christian 
congregation with contempt. Judging from 
the content of Paul’s letter, we get some 
idea of the taunts that the arrogant Jew­
ish religious leaders and their followers di­
rected at the Christians. They may, in ef­
fect, have said: ‘We have the great temple in 
Jerusalem, standing for centuries! We have 
a noble high priest officiating there, along 
with his underpriests. Sacrifices are offered 
daily. We have the Law, transmitted by an-
7. (a) What was the history of the congregation in Jerusalem? (b) What spiritual circumstances existed in the case of some of Paul’s readers?
8. What attitude did many Jews have toward the fledgling Christian congregation?

gels to Moses and established with great 
signs upon Mount Sinai. This upstart sect, 
these Christians, who have apostatized from 
Judaism, they have none of these things!’ 
Did such scorn find its mark? Some Hebrew 
Christians were evidently troubled by the 
attacks. Paul’s letter came to their aid at 
just the right time.

Why They Should Never Shrink Back to Destruction
9 Let us examine two reasons that Paul 

gave his brothers and sisters there in Judea 
for never shrinking back to destruction. The 
first—the superiority of the Christian sys­
tem of worship—pervades the letter to the 
Hebrews. Throughout his letter, Paul devel­
oped this theme. The temple in Jerusalem 
was merely a copy of a far greater reality, 
Jehovah’s spiritual temple, a building “not 
made with hands.” (Hebrews 9:11) Those 
Christians had the privilege of serving in 
that spiritual arrangement for pure wor­
ship. They served under a better covenant, 
the long-promised new covenant, which had 
a Mediator superior to Moses, Jesus Christ. 
—Jeremiah 31:31-34.

“ Those Christians also had a far bet­
ter High Priest, Jesus Christ. No, he had 
not descended from Aaron. Rather, he was 
a High Priest “according to the manner of 
Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4) Melchizedek, 
whose lineage was unrecorded, was king of 
ancient Salem as well as its high priest. He 
thus made a fitting prophetic type of Jesus, 
whose priesthood depended, not on any im­
perfect human ancestry, but on something
9. (a) What theme pervades the letter to the Hebrews? (b) In what sense did Christians serve in a better temple than the one in Jerusalem?
10, 11. (a) Why did Jesus’ lineage not disquali­fy his serving as High Priest in the spiritual temple? (b) In what ways was Jesus a High Priest superior to the one serving at the temple in Jerusalem?
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far greater—Jehovah God’s own oath. Like 
Melchizedek, Jesus serves not only as High 
Priest but also as King, one who will never 
die.—Hebrews 7:11-21.

11 Furthermore, unlike the high priest at 
the temple in Jerusalem, Jesus did not have 
to offer sacrifices year after year. His sacri­
fice was his own perfect life, which he of­
fered once for all time. (Hebrews 7:27) All 
those sacrifices offered at the temple were 
only shadows, pictures of what Jesus of­
fered. His perfect sacrifice provided for real 
forgiveness of the sins of all who exercised 
faith. Heartwarming, too, are Paul’s com­
ments showing that this High Priest is the 
same unchanging Jesus whom the Chris­
tians in Jerusalem had known. He was hum­
ble, kind, and one who can “sympathize 
with our weaknesses.” (Hebrews 4:15; 13:8) 
Those anointed Christians had the prospect 
of serving as Christ’s underpriests! How 
could they even think of shrinking back to 
“the weak and beggarly” things of corrupt 
Judaism?—Galatians 4:9.

12 As if that were not enough, Paul gave 
the Hebrews a second reason never to 
shrink back to destruction—their own rec­
ord of endurance. He wrote: “Keep on re­
membering the former days in which, after 
you were enlightened, you endured a great 
contest under sufferings.” Paul reminded 
them that they had been “exposed as in 
a theater” to reproaches and tribulations. 
Some had suffered imprisonment; others 
had sympathized with and supported those 
in prison. Yes, they had shown exempla­
ry faith and perseverance. (Hebrews 10:32- 
34) Yet, why did Paul ask them to “keep 
on remembering” such painful experiences? 
Would that not prove discouraging?
12, 13. (a) What second reason never to shrink back did Paul provide? (b) Why would their past record of endurance encourage the Hebrew Christians never to shrink back to destruction?

13 On the contrary, “remembering the for­
mer days” would remind the Hebrews of 
how Jehovah had sustained them under 
trial. With his help, they had already re­
sisted many of Satan’s attacks. Paul wrote: 
“God is not unrighteous so as to forget 
your work and the love you showed for his 
name.” (Hebrews 6:10) Yes, Jehovah remem­
bered all their faithful works, storing them 
in his limitless memory. We are reminded 
of Jesus’ exhortation to store up treasures 
in heaven. No thief can steal these trea­
sures; no moth or rust can consume them. 
(Matthew 6:19-21) In fact, these treasures 
can be destroyed only if a Christian shrinks 
back to destruction. That would squander 
any treasures he had stored up in heaven. 
What a powerful reason Paul gave the He­
brew Christians for never pursuing such a 
course! Why waste all their years of faith­
ful service? It would be right and far better 
to keep on enduring.

Why We Should Never Shrink Back to Destruction
14 True Christians today have equally 

powerful reasons for not shrinking back. 
First, let us remember what a blessing we 
have in the pure form of worship that Je­
hovah has given us. Like the first-century 
Christians, we live at a time when members 
of the more popular religions sneer at us 
and mock us, pointing proudly to their im­
pressive religious edifices and the antiqui­
ty of their traditions. Jehovah assures us, 
though, that he approves of our form of wor­
ship. In fact, we enjoy blessings today that 
the first-century Christians did not have. 
You might wonder, ‘How can that be?’ Af­
ter all, they lived when the spiritual temple 
came into operation. Christ became its High 
Priest upon his baptism in 29 C.E. Some of
14. What challenges do we face that are similar to those faced by the first-century Christians?
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them had seen the miracle-working Son of 
God. Even after his death, there were more 
miracles. As foretold, though, such gifts 
eventually ceased.—1 Corinthians 13:8.

15 However, we live during a significant 
fulfillment of the extensive temple proph­
ecy of Ezekiel chapters 40-48.* Thus, we 
have seen the restoration of God’s arrange­
ment for pure worship. That spiritual tem­
ple has been cleansed of all forms of reli­
gious pollution and idolatry. (Ezekiel 43:9; 
Malachi 3:1-5) Think of the advantages that 
this cleansing has given us.

16 During the first century, the future 
looked dark for the organized Christian con­
gregation. Jesus had foretold that it would 
be as if a newly planted wheat field were 
oversown with weeds, making the wheat 
virtually indistinguishable from the weeds. 
(Matthew 13:24-30) And so it was. By the 
end of the first century, when the aged apos-

* See The Watchtower, March 1, 1999, pag­es 8-23.
15. True Christians today live during the fulfill­ment of what prophecy, and what does that mean for us?
16. What discouraging trend did first-century Christians face?

Do You Remember?
□  What does it mean to shrink back to 

destruction?

□  What pressures were bearing down 
on the Hebrew Christians to whom 
Paul wrote?

□  What reasons for not shrinking back 
to destruction did Paul give the He­
brews?

□  What reasons do we have for being 
resolved never to shrink back to de­
struction?

tie John was acting as the final restraint 
against corruption, apostasy was already 
flourishing. (2 Thessalonians 2:6; 1 John 2: 
18) Not long after the death of the apostles, 
a separate clergy class arose, oppressing the 
flock and wearing distinctive garb. Aposta­
sy spread like gangrene. How discouraging 
for faithful Christians! They saw the new­
ly established arrangement for pure wor­
ship become overwhelmed by a corrupted 
form. This developed less than a century af­
ter Christ founded the congregation.

17 Now, consider a contrast. Today, pure 
worship has already lasted longer than  
the period until the apostles died. From 
the time of the publication of the first is­
sue of this journal back in 1879, Jehovah 
has blessed us with increasingly purified 
worship. Jehovah and Christ Jesus entered 
the spiritual temple in 1918 for the pur­
pose of cleansing it. (Malachi 3:1-5) Since 
1919, the arrangement for worshiping Jeho­
vah God has been progressively refined. Our 
understanding of Bible prophecies and prin­
ciples has become clearer. (Proverbs 4:18) 
To whom does the credit go? Not to mere 
imperfect humans. Only Jehovah, with his 
Son as Head of the congregation, could 
protect His people from corruption dur­
ing these corrupt times. Let us never fail, 
then, to thank Jehovah for allowing us to 
take part in pure worship today. And let us 
be firmly resolved never to shrink back to 
destruction!

18 Like those Hebrew Christians, we have 
a second reason for rejecting a cowardly, 
shrinking course—our own record of endur­
ance. Whether we have begun to serve Je­
hovah in recent years or have been doing so 
faithfully for decades, we have built up a
17. In what sense has the modern-day Christian congregation outlasted its first-century counter­part?18. What reason do we have for never shrinking back to destruction?
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record of Christian works. Many of us have 
suffered persecution, be it imprisonment, 
ban, brutality, or loss of property. Many 
more have faced family opposition, scorn, 
ridicule, and indifference. All of us have en­
dured, continuing in our faithful service to 
Jehovah despite life’s challenges and tests. 
By doing so, we have built up a record of 
perseverance that Jehovah will not forget, a 
storehouse of treasures in heaven. Surely, 
then, this is no time to shrink back to the 
corrupt old system we left behind! Why ren­

der all our hard work worthless? Especially 
is this true today, when only “a very lit­
tle while” is left before the end.—Hebrews 
10:37.

19 Yes, let us be resolved that “we are not 
the sort that shrink back to destruction”! 
Let us, rather, be “the sort that have faith.” 
(Hebrews 10:39) How can we make sure that 
we fit that description, and how can we help 
fellow Christians to do the same? Our next 
article will consider this matter.
19. What will be discussed in our next article?

LET US BE THE SORT 
THAT HAVE FAITH

“We are . . .  the sort that have fa ith  to the preserving alive o f  the soul.
—HEBREWS 10:39.

THE next time you are in a Kingdom 
Hall full of worshipers of Jehovah, 
pause to look at those around you. 
Think of the many ways in which they show 
faith. You may see elderly ones who have 

served God for decades, youths who daily 
stand up to peer pressure, and parents who 
work hard to raise God-fearing children. 
There are congregation elders and ministe­
rial servants, who shoulder many responsi­
bilities. Yes, you may see spiritual brothers 
and sisters of every age who surmount all 
manner of obstacles in order to serve Je­
hovah. How precious the faith of each one! 
—1 Peter 1:7.

2 Few imperfect humans, if any, have un­
derstood the importance of faith better than 
did the apostle Paul. In fact, he noted that 
genuine faith leads to “the preserving alive 
of the soul.” (Hebrews 10:39) Paul knew, 
though, that faith is subject to attack and 
erosion in this faithless world. He was deep­
ly concerned about the Hebrew Christians in 
Jerusalem and Judea, who were struggling 
to preserve their faith. As we look at parts 
of Hebrews chapters 10 and 11, let us take 
note of the methods that Paul used to build 
up their faith. In the process, we will see 
how we can build stronger faith in ourselves 
and in those around us.

1. Why can it be said that the faith of each loy- 2. Why is Paul’s counsel in Hebrews chapters 10 al servant of Jehovah is precious? and 11 beneficial to us today?
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Express Confidence in One Another
3 The first thing we might note is Paul’s 

positive attitude toward his audience. He 
wrote: “Now we are not the sort that shrink 
back to destruction, but the sort that have 
faith to the preserving alive of the soul.” 
(Hebrews 10:39) Paul thought the best, not 
the worst, of his faithful fellow Christians. 
Notice, too, that he used the expression 
“we.” Paul was a righteous man. Yet, he 
did not speak down to his audience, as if 
he were on a lofty plane of righteousness 
far above them. (Compare Ecclesiastes 7: 
16.) Rather, he included himself with them. 
He expressed heartfelt confidence that he 
and his faithful Christian readers would all 
face the daunting obstacles looming before 
them, that they would courageously refuse 
to shrink back to destruction, and that they 
would prove to be of the sort that have faith.

4 How could Paul have such confidence? 
Was he blind to the faults of the Hebrew 
Christians? On the contrary, he offered them 
specific counsel to help them overcome their 
spiritual shortcomings. (Hebrews 3:12; 5:12- 
14; 6:4-6; 10:26, 27; 12:5) Still, Paul had at 
least two good reasons for having confidence 
in his brothers. (1) As an imitator of Jeho­
vah, Paul endeavored to see God’s people as 
Jehovah sees them. That was not merely in 
terms of their faults but in terms of their 
good qualities and their potential for choos­
ing to do good in the future. (Psalm 130:3; 
Ephesians 5:1) (2) Paul had implicit faith 
in the power of the holy spirit. He knew 
that no obstacles, no human frailties, could 
prevent Jehovah from imparting “power be­
yond what is normal” to any Christian en­
deavoring to serve Him faithfully. (2 Co­
rinthians 4:7; Philippians 4:13) So Paul’s
3. How do Paul’s words found at Hebrews 10:39 show that he had confidence in his brothers and sisters in the faith?4. For what reasons did Paul have confidence in his fellow believers?

confidence in his brothers and sisters was 
not misplaced, unrealistic, or blindly opti­
mistic. It was solidly based and Scriptural- 
ly founded.

5 Surely, the confidence Paul displayed 
proved infectious. It must have meant a 
great deal to the congregations in Jerusalem 
and Judea to have Paul speak so encourag­
ingly to them. In the face of the withering 
scorn and haughty indifference of their Jew­
ish opposers, the Hebrew Christians were 
helped by such expressions to resolve in 
their hearts to be the sort that have faith. 
Can we do the same for one another today? 
It is all too easy to see in others only a long 
list of faults and personality quirks. (Mat­
thew 7:1-5) Yet, we can help one another far 
more if we take note of and value the unique 
faith that each one possesses. With such en­
couragement, faith is more likely to grow. 
—Romans 1:11, 12.

Fitting Use of God’s Word
6 Paul also built faith in his fellow be­

lievers by his skillful use of the Scriptures. 
For example, he wrote: “ ‘But my righteous 
one will live by reason of faith,’ and, ‘if 
he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure 
in him.’” (Hebrews 10:38) Paul was here 
quoting from the prophet Habakkuk.* These 
words were likely familiar to Paul’s read­
ers, Hebrew Christians to whom the pro­
phetic books were well-known. Considering

* Paul quoted the Septuagint rendering of Ha­bakkuk 2:4, which includes the phrase “if anyone shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” This statement does not appear in any extant Hebrew manuscript. Some have suggested that the Septu­agint was based on earlier Hebrew manuscripts that no longer exist. In any event, Paul included it here under the influence of God’s holy spirit. It therefore has divine authorization.
5. How can we imitate Paul’s confidence, and with what likely result?6. From what source was Paul quoting when he wrote the words recorded at Hebrews 10:38?

2 0  THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15, 1999



his goal—to strengthen the faith of Chris­
tians in and near Jerusalem around the year 
61 C.E.—the example of Habakkuk was an 
apt choice. Why?

7 Habakkuk evidently wrote his book just 
over two decades before the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. In vision, the proph­
et saw the Chaldeans (or, Babylonians), a 
“nation bitter and impetuous,” swooping 
down on Judah and destroying Jerusalem, 
swallowing up peoples and nations in the 
process. (Habakkuk 1:5-11) But such a ca­
lamity had been foretold since Isaiah’s day, 
over a century earlier. In Habakkuk’s time, 
Jehoiakim succeeded good King Josiah, and 
wickedness again flourished in Judah. Je­
hoiakim persecuted and even murdered 
those speaking in Jehovah’s name. (2 Chron­
icles 36:5; Jeremiah 22:17; 26:20-24) It is 
no wonder that the anguished prophet Ha­
bakkuk cried out: “How long, 0  Jehovah?” 
—Habakkuk 1:2.

8 Habakkuk did not know how close the de­
struction of Jerusalem was. Similarly, the 
first-century Christians did not know when 
the Jewish system of things would end. Nor 
do we today know the “day and hour” when 
Jehovah’s judgment will come against this 
wicked system. (Matthew 24:36) Let us note, 
then, Jehovah’s twofold answer to Habak­
kuk. First, he assured the prophet that the 
end would come right on time. “It will not 
be late,” God said, even though from a hu­
man standpoint, it might appear to delay. 
(Habakkuk 2:3) Second, Jehovah reminded 
Habakkuk: “As for the righteous one, by 
his faithfulness he will keep living.” (Ha­
bakkuk 2:4) What beautiful, simple truths! 
What matters most is, not when the end 
comes, but whether we continue to live a life 
of faith.
7. When did Habakkuk record his prophecy, and what were the conditions in Judah at that time?8. Why would Habakkuk’s example prove help­ful to Christians in the first century and today?

9 W hen Je ru sa lem  was sacked in 
607 B.C.E., Jeremiah, his secretary Bar­
uch, Ebed-melech, and the loyal Rechabites 
saw the tru th  of Jehovah’s promise to Ha­
bakkuk. They ‘kept living’ by escaping the 
terrible destruction of Jerusalem. Why? Je­
hovah rewarded their faithfulness. (Jeremi­
ah 35:1-19; 39:15-18; 43:4-7; 45:1-5) Sim­
ilarly, the first-century Hebrew Christians 
must have responded well to Paul’s coun­
sel, for when the Roman armies attacked 
Jerusalem in 66 C.E. and then inexplicably 
withdrew, those Christians faithfully heed­
ed Jesus’ warning to flee. (Luke 21:20, 21) 
They kept living because of their faithful­
ness. Likewise, we will keep living if we are 
found faithful when the end comes. What a 
vital reason for strengthening our faith now!

Bringing Examples of Faith to Life
10 Paul also built faith by powerful use of 

examples. As you read Hebrews chapter 11, 
note how he brings the examples of Bible 
characters to life. He says, for instance, that 
Moses “continued steadfast as seeing the 
One who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27) In
9. How did obedient servants of Jehovah keep living by their faithfulness (a) in 607 B.C.E.? (b) after 66 C.E.? (c) Why is it vital that we strengthen our faith?10. How did Paul describe Moses’ faith, and how might we imitate Moses in this regard?

In O ur Next Issue

Serving W ith  the Watchman

The "Polish Brethren"— W hy Were 
They Persecuted?

We Need Jehovah's O rganization
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other words, Jehovah was so real to Moses 
that it was as if he could see the invisible God. 
Could the same be said of us? It is easy to talk 
about a relationship with Jehovah, but to 
build and strengthen that relationship re­
quires work. That is work we need to do! Is Je­
hovah so real to us that we take him into con­
sideration when making decisions, including 
seemingly minor ones? Faith of that kind will 
help us to endure even the worst opposition.

“ Consider, too, the faith of Enoch. The 
opposition he faced is difficult for us to 
imagine. Enoch had to deliver a stinging 
message of judgment against the wicked 
people living then. (Jude 14, 15) The per­
secution that threatened this faithful man 
was evidently so vicious, so violent, that Je­
hovah “transferred him,” taking him from 
the living state to the sleep of death be­
fore the enemies could lay hold of him. So 
Enoch did not get to see the fulfillment of 
the prophecy he uttered. However, he re­
ceived a gift that was, in some respects, even 
better.—Hebrews 11:5; Genesis 5:22-24.

12 Paul explains: “Before his transference 
[Enoch] had the witness that he had pleased 
God well.” (Hebrews 11:5) What did this
11, 12. (a) Under what conditions may Enoch’s faith have been tested? (b) What encouraging reward did Enoch receive?

How Would You Answer?
□  How did Paul express confidence in 

the Hebrew Christians, and what can 
we learn from this?

□  Why was Paul's reference to the 
prophet Habakkuk so fitting?

□  What Scriptural examples of faith 
did Paul bring to life?

□  What practical means of building 
faith did Paul recommend?

mean? Before he went into the sleep of 
death, Enoch may have had a vision of some 
kind, perhaps of the earthly Paradise in 
which he will awaken one day soon. In any 
case, Jehovah let Enoch know that He was 
well pleased by his faithful course. Enoch 
had made Jehovah’s heart rejoice. (Compare 
Proverbs 27:11.) Thinking of Enoch’s life is 
touching, is it not? Would you like to live 
such a life of faith? Then ponder over such 
examples; see them as real people. Be deter­
mined to live by faith, day by day. Remem­
ber, too, that the sort that have faith do not 
serve Jehovah on the basis of a date or dead­
line when God will fulfill all his promises. 
Rather, we are resolved to serve Jehovah for­
ever! Doing so means the very best way of 
life in this system of things and in the next.

How to Grow Stronger in the Faith
13 Paul showed the Hebrew Christians a 

number of practical ways in which they 
could strengthen their faith. Let us consider 
just two. We likely are familiar with his ex­
hortation at Hebrews 10:24, 25, urging us to 
gather regularly at our Christian meetings. 
Remember, though, that Paul’s inspired 
words there do not imply that we are to 
be mere passive observers at such meetings. 
Rather, Paul describes meetings as opportu­
nities to get to know one another, to move 
one another to serve God more fully, and to 
encourage one another. We are there to give, 
not just to receive. That helps to make our 
meetings joyous occasions.—Acts 20:35.

14 Primarily, though, we attend Christian 
meetings to worship Jehovah God. We do so 
by joining in prayer and song, by listening 
intently, and by offering “the fruit of lips” 
—expressions of praise to Jehovah in our 
comments and parts on the meeting. (He-
13, 14. (a) How might Paul’s words recorded at Hebrews 10:24, 25 help us to make our meetings joyous occasions? (b) What is the primary rea­son for Christian meetings?
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brews 13:15) If we keep those goals in mind 
and act on them at every meeting, our faith 
will without fail be built up each time.

15 Another way to build faith is through 
the preaching work. Paul wrote: “Let us hold 
fast the public declaration of our hope with­
out wavering, for he is faithful that prom­
ised.” (Hebrews 10:23) You might urge oth­
ers to hold fast to something when they 
seem in danger of letting go. Satan was cer­
tainly pressuring those Hebrew Christians 
to let go of their ministry, and he is pressur­
ing God's people today as well. In the face 
of such pressure, what should we do? Con­
sider what Paul did.

16 To the Christians in Thessalonica, Paul 
wrote: “After we had first suffered and been 
insolently treated (just as you know) in Phi­
lippi, we mustered up boldness by means 
of our God to speak to you the good news 
of God with a great deal of struggling.” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:2) How had Paul and 
his companions been “insolently treated” in 
Philippi? According to some scholars, the 
Greek word used by Paul expresses insult­
ing, shameful, or outrageous treatment. The 
Philippian authorities had beaten them with 
rods, thrown them into prison, and confined 
them in stocks. (Acts 16:16-24) How did that 
painful experience affect Paul? Did ones in 
the next city on his missionary tour, Thessa­
lonica, find Paul shrinking back in fear? No, 
he “mustered up boldness.” He conquered 
fear and continued to preach boldly.

17 From where did Paul's boldness come? 
From within? No, he said that he mustered 
up boldness “by means of our God.” A ref-
15. Why did Paul urge the Hebrew Christians to hold fast to their ministry, and why is the same counsel appropriate today?
16, 17. (a) How did Paul acquire boldness for the ministry? (b) What measures should we take if we find ourselves intimidated by some aspect of our Christian ministry?

After his painful experience in Philippi, Paul 
mustered up boldness to continue preaching

erence work for Bible translators says that 
this statement may be rendered “God took 
fear out of our hearts.” So if you do not feel 
particularly bold about your ministry, or if 
some aspect of it in particular strikes you 
as intimidating, why not appeal to Jehovah 
to do the same for you? Ask him to take 
the fear from your heart. Ask him to help 
you muster up boldness for the work. In ad­
dition, take some other practical measures. 
For example, arrange to work with someone 
who is adept at the form of witnessing that 
concerns you. It may involve business terri­
tory, street witnessing, informal preaching, 
or telephone witnessing. Perhaps your part­
ner will be willing to take the lead at first. 
If so, observe and learn. But then muster up 
the boldness to give it a try.
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Can you muster up boldness
to try various forms of witnessing?

18 If you do muster up boldness, think 
of what may result. When you persist 
and do not let yourself become discour­
aged, you are likely to have good experi­
ences in sharing the truth, experiences 
that you might otherwise have missed. 
(See page 25.) You will have the satisfac­
tion of knowing that you have pleased 
Jehovah by doing something that is dif­
ficult for you. You will experience his 
blessing and help in overcoming your 
fears. Your faith will be stronger. Real­
ly, you cannot work at building faith in 
others without building your own faith 
at the same time.—Jude 20, 21.

19 May you continue to strengthen 
your faith and the faith of those around 
you. You can do so by building your­
self and others up through adept use 
of God’s Word, by studying Bible ex­
amples of faith and bringing them to 
life, by preparing for and participat­
ing in Christian meetings, and by hold­
ing fast to the precious privilege of the 
public ministry. As you do these things, 
be assured that you are, indeed, one of 
“the sort that have faith.” Remember, 
too, that those of this sort have a pre­
cious reward. They are “the sort that 
have faith to the preserving alive of the 
soul.”* May your faith continue to grow, 
and may Jehovah God preserve you alive 
forever!

* The yeartext of Jehovah’s Witnesses for the year 2000 will be: “We are not the sort that shrink back . . . but the sort that have faith.” —Hebrews 10:39.
18. What blessings may we experience if we muster up boldness in our ministry?
19. What precious reward is in store for “the sort that have faith”?



1
They Mustered Up Boldness

IT IS not always easy to muster up boldness in order to 

preach. In fact, the apostle Paul said that on one oc­

casion, he did so "w ith a great deal of struggling." 

(1 Thessalonians 2:2) Is the 'struggle' to preach worth 

the effort? There is no guarantee of spectacular expe­

riences, but God's people are often glad that they 

mustered up boldness. Consider some examples.

An eight-year-old girl 

named Tara listened in­

te n tly  as her teacher 

told the class that dur­

ing World War II, Jew­

ish concentration camp 

inmates had to wear a 

ye llo w  Star o f D avid  

fo r identification. Tara 
wondered if she should 

speak up. "I prayed with 

my eyes open," she re­

calls. Then she raised 

her hand and said that 

Je h ova h 's  W itnesses 

were in those camps too, 

and they had to wear 

a purple triangle. The 

teacher was interested 

and thanked her. Tara's 

comment opened the way for further discussions with 

the teacher, who later even showed her entire class the 

video Jehovah's Witnesses Stand Firm Against Nazi 

Assault.

In Guinea, West Africa, a young unbaptized pub­

lisher named Irene wanted to make progress in her min­
istry. The missionary who studied the Bible with her 

encouraged her to try placing the Watchtower and 

Awake! magazines with fellow students at school. Irene 
was hesitant because her classmates had been unre- 

ceptive. However, moved by the missionary's encour­

agement, Irene decided to approach first the student 
who had seemed the most opposed. To Irene's sur­

prise, the girl was responsive and eagerly accept­
ed the magazines. Other students followed suit. Irene 

placed more magazines that month than she had in the 

preceding five combined.

In Trinidad an elder felt quite hesitant about ap­

proaching the principal of a school to show her the ed­

ucational value of the Awake! magazine. Nonetheless,

he mustered up the boldness. He says: "I prayed as I 

entered the compound. I could not believe it when the 

principal was extraordinarily pleasant." She accepted 

the Awake! magazine on "W hat Hope for Today's 

Youths?" and even agreed to use it in teaching class. 

Since then, she has accepted 40 magazines covering 

various issues.

As a youth, Vaughn always found preaching difficult. 

"I would get nervous, my palms would sweat, and I 

would speak fast— I couldn't slow down." Neverthe­

less, he became a full-time minister. Still, it was not al­

ways easy for him to speak up. Once, after a discour­

aging day of job hunting, he wanted to witness to 

someone on the train, "so at least some good could 

come out of a bad day." But he felt intimidated by the 

important-looking businessmen on the subway train.

Vaughn

Finally, he mustered up boldness to speak to an elder­
ly man next to him. A  long conversation resulted. "You 

have such good questions for a young person," the 

businessman said, asking, "A re you a theologian?" 

Vaughn replied, "No, I am one of Jehovah's Witness­

es." "A h ," the man smiled. "N ow  I understand."

All these Witnesses— and countless others— are 

glad that they mustered up boldness to preach. Will 

you do the same?
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Gilead Sends Missionaries 
“to the Most Distant Part of the Earth”

FOR over half a century now, the Watch- 
tower Bible School of Gilead has been 
sending out missionaries. On Septem­

ber 11, 1999, Gilead's 107th class graduat­
ed. It consisted of 48 students from 11 coun­

tries, and these were assigned to serve in 24 
different lands. They will join thousands of 
other missionaries, who have played a sig­
nificant role in fulfilling Jesus' last words 
before ascending to heaven. He foretold that

107th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of G ilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row  

1. Peralta, C.; Hollenbeck, B.; Shaw, R.; Hassan, N.; Martin, D.; Hutchinson, A. 2. Edwards, L.; Vezer, I ;  
Ceruti, Q .; Entzminger, G.; D 'Aloise, L.; Baglieri, L. 3. Knight, P.; Krause, A .; Kasuske, D.; Rose, M .; Friedl, K.; 
Nieto, R. 4. Rose, E.; Backus, I ;  Talley, S.; Humbert, D.; Bernhardt, A .; Peralta, M. 5. D 'Aloise, A .; Hum­
bert, D.; Dunn, H.; Gatling, G .; Shaw, J.; Ceruti, M. 6. Baglieri, S.; Krause, J.; Hollenbeck, I ;  M artin, M .; 
Bernhardt, J.; Hutchinson, M. 7. Backus, A .; Dunn, O.; Gatling, I ;  Vezer, R.; Knight, P.; Hassan, O. 8. N ie­

to, C.; Talley, M .; Friedl, D.; Kasuske, A .; Edwards, J.; Entzminger, M.
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his disciples would “be witnesses of [him] 
. . .  to the most distant part of the earth.” 
—Acts 1:8.

The graduation program, originating at 
the Watchtower Educational Center in Pat­
terson, New York, proved to be a grand oc­
casion in beautiful surroundings. The grad­
uating students were very happy to have 
relatives, close friends, and guests in atten­
dance. Including those who listened and ob­
served by audio and video connections to the 
Brooklyn and Wallkill complexes, the total 
attendance was 4,992.

Serve Jehovah and Neighbor Faithfully
“Who Is on Jehovah’s Side?” That was 

the theme of the opening remarks by Car­
ey Barber, a member of the Governing Body 
and chairman of the graduation program. 
He explained that this was the issue fac­
ing the Israelites in Moses’ day. Graduating 
students and those in attendance were re­
minded that many of the Israelites lost their 
lives in the wilderness because they did not 
loyally remain on Jehovah’s side. After fall­
ing victim to idolatry, they “sat down to 
eat and drink. Then they got up to have a 
good time.” (Exodus 32:1-29) Jesus warned 
Christians of the same danger: “Pay atten­
tion to yourselves that your hearts never 
become weighed down with overeating and 
heavy drinking and anxieties of life, and 
suddenly that day be instantly upon you.” 
-L uke  21:34-36.

The next speaker, Gene Smalley, of the 
Writing Department, asked the graduat­
ing students: “Will You Prove to Be a Par­
egoric?” He explained that the Greek word 
pa-re-go-ri'a was adopted into English as 
the name for a medicinal mixture that alle­
viates discomfort. However, the apostle Paul 
used this expressive Greek word at Colos- 
sians 4:11 to describe his fellow workers. In

the New World Translation, this word is 
translated “a strengthening aid.”

In their assignments the graduating mis­
sionaries can be modern-day paregorics in a 
very down-to-earth way by humbly becom­
ing a strengthening aid to the local brothers 
and sisters and by reflecting a cooperative 
and loving spirit in association with fellow 
missionaries.

Daniel Sydlik, a member of the Governing 
Body, spoke next on the subject “The Golden 
Rule to Live By.” He explained that the ex­
alted principle set forth by Jesus at Matthew 
7:12, “all things . . .  that you want men to do 
to you, you also must likewise do to them,” 
involves doing positive things for others, not 
simply refraining from doing harm.

To do this successfully, three things are 
required: a seeing eye, a sympathetic heart, 
and a helping hand. Summing up, he said: 
“If we feel a desire to help, we should help 
at once. We have to go out of the way to do 
for others what we would like them to do 
for us.” Especially would this be true of mis­
sionaries going to other lands to help people 
practice true Christianity.

Instructors Give Warm Reminders
Gilead instructor Karl Adams encouraged 

the graduating missionaries to “Keep On 
Growing.” In what respects? First, in knowl­
edge and in the ability to use it well. At Gil­
ead, the students had learned how to do re­
search to get the background and setting for 
Bible accounts. They had been encouraged 
to consider how each account should affect 
their lives. They were urged to keep on do­
ing this.

“Second, keep on growing in love. Love 
is something that, when nourished, grows. 
When neglected, it can die,” Brother Adams 
said. (Philippians 1:9) Now, as missionar­
ies, they would need to grow in love un­
der different circumstances. And third: “Go
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on growing in the undeserved kindness 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Je­
sus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) “This is the 
marvelous kindness that Jehovah has shown 
through his Son,” the speaker said. “As we 
grow in appreciation for that undeserved 
kindness, our pleasure grows in doing God’s 
will and in carrying out what he has as­
signed us to do.”

Another Gilead instructor, Mark Nou- 
mair, spoke on the theme “Take It With 
Love, and You Can Take It.” He admon­
ished: “Learn to take challenging situations 
in missionary life with love, and you will 
be able to take it. Jehovah only disciplines 
those whom he loves. Even if you feel that 
certain counsel is ill-advised, being picky, or 
unfair, love for Jehovah and your relation­
ship with him will help you to take it.”

Brother Noumair pointed out that mis­
sionary service includes many duties. “But 
duty without love will make you discontent­
ed. Without love, your home duties—such as 
cooking, shopping, scrubbing the fruit, boil­
ing the water—can become very dreary. You 
must stop and ask yourself, ‘Why am I do­
ing these?’ Well, if you say to yourself, ‘My 
efforts are contributing to the health and 
happiness of my fellow missionaries,’ then 
it will not be hard to take.” In summary, 
he exhorted: “Whether it comes to accepting 
discipline, fulfilling your missionary com­
mitments, or handling misunderstandings, 
taking it with love will enable you to en­
dure in your assignment. ‘Love never fails.’ ” 
—1 Corinthians 13:8.

Gilead instructor Wallace Liverance next 
moderated the reenactment of a number of 
delightful experiences the students enjoyed 
while working with local congregations. In 
addition to going from house to house, they 
used their missionary training in search­
ing out people at truck stops, laundromats, 
train stations, and other locations.

Seasoned Missionaries Give Assurances
When new missionaries go to a foreign 

country, is there need for anxious concern? 
Can they meet the challenges of a foreign 
assignment? What is done by branch offices 
to help these new arrivals to be successful? 
To answer these and other questions, Steven 
Lett, of the Service Department, and Da­
vid Splane, of the Writing Department, in­
terviewed brothers who were then attending 
the branch school at the Watchtower Ed­
ucational Center. The brothers interviewed 
serve on branch committees in Spain, Hong 
Kong, Liberia, Benin, Madagascar, Brazil, 
and Japan.

These experienced servants of Jehovah, 
many of whom have served as missionaries 
for decades, reassured the graduating stu­
dents as well as their parents and relatives 
in attendance. Based on their own person­
al experience and that of fellow missionar­
ies, they showed that problems and concerns 
can be dealt with successfully. The problem 
they face may be big, “but it can be solved, 
and the Society helps us,” commented Rai- 
mo Kuokkanen, a missionary in Madagascar. 
“We did not choose the assignment, we re­
ceived it,” said Osten Gustavsson, now serv­
ing in Brazil. “So we decided to do our best 
to stick to it.” James Linton, who serves in 
Japan, said that what helped him was “the 
presence of brothers who had already been 
serving in a missionary assignment.” Mis­
sionary service is a happy and fulfilling way 
of serving Jehovah and caring for his sheep.

Avoiding the Plague That Kills Spirituality
Theodore Jaracz, a member of the Govern­

ing Body, who himself graduated with Gile­
ad’s seventh class in 1946, gave the conclud­
ing talk, on the theme “The Challenge to 
Keeping Spiritually Alive.” Acknowledging 
first the terrible atrocities occurring in var-
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ious parts of the world, he pointed out that 
actually, worse calamities are happening to 
mankind.

Referring to Psalm 91, Brother Jaracz 
identified the “pestilence” and “destruction” 
that have spiritually sickened and killed 
millions all around us. The Devil and his 
wicked system have used pestilencelike pro­
paganda, based on intellectualism and mate­
rialism, to weaken and kill spirituality, but 
Jehovah assures us that this plague will not 
come near “anyone dwelling in the secret 
place of the Most High.”—Psalm 91:1-7.

“The challenge,” Brother Jaracz said, “is 
to keep healthy in the faith, to remain in the 
place of security. We cannot be like the rid- 
iculers ‘not having spirituality.’ Now this is a 
problem today. It is one that faces all of us in 
the organization. It can also face you in your 
missionary assignment.” (Jude 18, 19) But 
the graduating missionaries were told that 
they could successfully maintain spiritual­
ity in their assignments. They were urged 
to consider, for example, how our brothers 
are enduring in Russia, in Asia, and in Afri­
can lands—despite bans, intense opposition, 
ridicule, atheistic propaganda, and false 
charges. And, in many cases, physical prob­
lems are added, brought on by ethnic con­
flicts and shortages of necessities.

When there is an ebb in spirituality, “it is 
necessary to address the cause of the prob­
lem and then work on it, using the counsel 
of God’s Word.” Biblical examples were giv­
en. Joshua was encouraged to read his copy 
of the Law in an undertone every day. (Josh­
ua 1:8) When the book of the Law was found 
in Josiah’s day, Jehovah blessed the faithful 
application of its instructions. (2 Kings 23: 
2, 3) Timothy knew the holy writings from 
his infancy. (2 Timothy 3:14, 15) The Be- 
roeans were more than good listeners; they 
were considered to be “noble-minded” be­
cause they examined the Scriptures daily.

(Acts 17:10,11) And Jesus Christ is the fore­
most example of one who knew and used 
God’s Word.—Matthew 4:1-11.

In closing, Brother Jaracz warmly admon­
ished the new missionaries: “Now you are 
prepared to carry out your missionary as­
signment. And you are going to go abroad, 
in a very literal sense, to many different 
parts of the earth. If we meet the challenge 
to keep spiritually alive, then we are not 
going to let anything distract us from car­
rying out what we have resolved to do. You 
are going to preach with zeal, inspire others 
to imitate your faith, and we will pray along 
with you that those whom you teach, Jeho­
vah will make alive as he has us. And thus 
many more are yet going to escape the spir­
itual calamity now raging worldwide. They 
will join us in increasing numbers to do Je­
hovah’s will. And may Jehovah bless you to 
that end.”

After the chairman read greetings from 
various countries around the world, the time 
came for giving the graduating students 
their diplomas. Then followed the reading of 
a warm letter of appreciation composed by 
the students. How grateful to Jehovah and 
his organization they were for the special 
training they had received and for their re­
spective assignments as missionaries going 
“to the most distant part of the earth”! 
—Acts 1:8.

Class Statistics
Number of countries represented: 11 
Number of countries assigned to: 24 
Number of students: 48 
Number of married couples: 24 
Average age: 34 
Average years in truth: 17 
Average years in full-time ministry: 12
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DO YOU REMEMBER?
Have you given carefu l thought to recent issues o f The 
Watchtower? If so, you w ill find it interesting to recall the 

fo llo w in g :

□  W h a t a re  som e que s tio n s  th a t tw o  C hristians 

m ig h t a sk  them selves b e fo re  th e y  beg in  th in k in g  o f 

e n g agem ent?  'A m  I re a lly  sure o f the o th e r's  sp iritua l­

ity  and devotion to G od? Can I envision serving G od  w ith 

tha t one fo r a life tim e? Have w e been adequa te ly  ex­

posed to each o th e r's  p e rsona lity  tra its? Am I confident 

tha t w e w ill be lasting ly  com patib le? Do w e know enough 

ab ou t the past actions and present circumstances o f each 

o th e r? '— 8 /1 5 , page 31.

□  W h a t d id  Jesus m ean w h e n  he said to  his fo l lo w ­

ers: "Y o u  a re  the  sa lt o f the  e a r th " ?  (M a tth e w  5 :

13) Jesus im plied tha t his fo llo w e rs ' preaching to others 

ab ou t G o d 's  K ingdom  w ould have a po te n tia lly  p reserv­

ing, o r life sav ing , influence on the ir hearers. Indeed, 

those w h o  a p p lie d  Jesus' w ords  w ou ld  be p ro tec te d  

from  the m oral and spiritua l de cay in the w o rld .— 8 /1 5 , 

page 32 .

□  H o w  can c o u rtin g  couples a v o id  the  snare o f se x ­

ual im m o ra lity ?  If you are  da tin g , you are wise to 

avo id  being alone w ith  you r prospective  mate under in­

a p p ro p ria te  circumstances. It is best to en joy each o th e r's  

associa tion in a g roup  setting o r in public places. Place 

limits on d isplays o f a ffec tion , each respecting the o th ­

e r 's  feelings and conscience.— 9 /1 ,  pages 17, 18.

□  W h a t is u n d ers ta n d in g ?  It is the a b ility  to see into 

a m atter and discern its com position by grasping the con­

nections be tw een its parts and the w ho le , thus ge tting the 

sense o f it. (Proverbs 4 :1 )— 9 /1 5 , page 13.

□  W h a t is Jehovah a sk in g  o f us to d a y ?  Basically, 

w ha t Jehovah is asking o f us is to listen to His Son and 

fo llo w  his exam ple and teachings. (M a tthe w  16 :24 ; 1 Pe­

te r 2 :2 1 )— 9 /1 5 , page 22 .

□  W h o  o n ly  can e xp e rie n ce  peace? Since Jehovah is 

"the  G od  w ho gives p e a ce ," peace can be experienced 

on ly by people  w ho love G od  and de ep ly  respect his righ­

teous principles. (Romans 1 5 :3 3 )— 1 0 /1 , page 11.

□  H o w  d id  Joseph acqu ire  the  m ora l s tren g th  to  

say no to  P o tip h a r's  w ife  d a y  a f te r  d a y ?  Joseph va l­

ued his re la tionship w ith  Jehovah fa r more than he valued 

m om entary pleasures. Also, a lthough he was not under a 

d iv ine law  code, Joseph had a c lear grasp o f moral prin ­

ciples. (Genesis 3 9 :9 )— 1 0 /1 , page 29.

□  H o w  im p o rta n t is o u r w illin g n e ss  to  fo rg iv e  o u r 

b ro the rs?  Our prospects for continuing to receive God's 
forgiveness are to a large extent contingent on our be­
ing willing to forgive others. (Matthew 6:12, 14; Luke 
11:4)— 10/15, page 17.

□  To w h a t s o rt  o f  sins w a s  M a tth e w  1 8 :1 5 -1 7  

p o in tin g , and w h a t ind ica tes  th a t?  The sins Jesus 
meant were sufficiently grave that they could lead to the 
wrongdoer's being viewed "as a man of the nations and 
as a tax collector." Jews would not socialize with Gen­
tiles, and they avoided tax collectors. So Matthew 18:15- 
17 refers to serious sins, not mere personal offenses or 
hurts that you can simply forgive and forget. (Matthew 
18:21, 22)— 10/15, page 19.

□  W h a t does t ru ly  lo v in g  G o d 's  W o rd  in vo lve ?  Lov­
ing God's Word leads one to live in harmony with its 
requirements. (Psalm 119:97, 101, 105) This requires 
constant adjustment of one's thinking and way of living. 
— 11/1, page 14.

□  H a v in g  re ce ive d  so m uch a t Je h o v a h 's  h a n d , 

w h a t can w e  g ive  in re tu rn  to  the  g re a te s t K ing  and 

G ive r?  The Bible reveals that the best gift we can give 
to Jehovah is "a sacrifice of praise." (Hebrews 13:15) 
Why? Because this sacrifice is directly linked to the sav­
ing of life, a major concern of Jehovah in this time of the 
end. (Ezekiel 18:23)— 11/1, page 21.

□  W h a t d id  Solom on m ean w h e n  he w ro te :  "T he  

w o rd s  o f the  w is e  ones a re  like  o x g o a d s "?  (Ec­

clesiastes 12 :11 ) The words of those possessing godly 
wisdom prod the readers or the listeners to make ad­
vancements in harmony with the wise words read or 

heard.— 11/15, page 21.

□  W h a t is g o d ly  d iscernm ent?  It is the ability to dis­
tinguish right from wrong and then to choose the correct 
course. The study and application of God's Word imparts 
discernment.— 11/15, page 25.

□  W ith  w h a t should a w illin g n e ss  to  accept re sp o n ­

s ib ilitie s  be te m p e re d ?  (1 T im o th y  3 :1 )  This should 
be tempered with good judgment. Nobody should take 
on so many assignments that he loses his joy in Jehovah's 
service. A willing spirit is commendable, but willingness 
must also reflect modesty and "soundness of mind." (Ti­
tus 2:12; Revelation 3:15, 16)— 12/1, page 28.

□  H o w  m a y  the  challenge o f p a re n tin g  be m et? 

God counsels parents to be examples, companions, com­
municators, and teachers. (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7)— 12/1, 
page 32.
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Help Us Today? 11/15 
Interpretation— By Whose Influence? 8/1 
Jerome— Pioneer in Translation, 1/1 
Milestone for Lovers of God’s Word (New 

World Translation), 10/15 
Trust Bible Prophecy, 7/15 
Words of Wisdom for Today, 4/1

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES
Benefiting From “Grain of Heaven,” 8/15 
“Bless Jehovah, O My Soul,” 5/15 
Broaden Your Viewpoint? 6/15 
Christian Congregation— Strengthening Aid, 

5/15
Communication— Key to Good Marriage, 

7/15
Discouragement, 11/15 
Do Not Let Your Strength Become Your 

Weakness, 12/1 
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Gain Wisdom, Accept Discipline, 9/15 
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Who Molds Your Thinking? 4/1 
Why Keep Your Promises? 9/15

JEHOVAH
“Jehovah Himself Gives Wisdom,” 11/15
“Jehovah” or “Yahweh”? 2/1
Name Restored, 3/1
Name Uttered in Israel, 7/1
Not Slow, 6/1
Work in “Crooked” Ways? 5/1

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Authorities Praise, 4/1 
Dedication of Watchtower Educational 

Center, 11/15
‘Fires of Curiosity’ (Creator book), 6/15 
Fruitful Land of the Venda, 5/1 
Gilead Graduations, 6/1,12/15 
“God’s Prophetic Word” Conventions, 2/15 
“God’s Way of Life” Conventions, 1 /15 
‘Happy Husband of Charming Wife,’ 9/1 
Historic Visit Makes Island Rejoice (Cuba), 

5/15
Love Toward Those ‘Related in Faith’ (Chile 

disasters), 6/15
“My Visit to the Kingdom Hall,” 11/15 
Namibia, 7/15
Peace in Troubled Land (Northern Ireland), 

12/15
St. Helena, 2/1
Serve in Foreign Field? 10/15 
When Generosity Abounds (contributions), 11/1
“You Have Changed My Impression,” 9/15 

JESUS CHRIST
Greatest Man Performs Humble Service, 3/1 
How Jesus Can Change Your Life, 7/1 
Last Day of Human Life, 3/15

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
2/1,4/1,6/1,8/1,12/1

LIFE STORIES
From Extreme Poverty to Riches 

(M. Almeida), 7/1
Giving Jehovah What He Deserves 

(T. Vasiliou), 10/1
Gladly Accepting Jehovah’s Direction 

(U. Glass), 8/1
He Helped Spread Light (L. Barry), 10/1 
In Search of Paradise (P. Stisi), 4/1 
Jehovah a God of Loving-Kindness 

(J. Andronikos), 11/1 
Jehovah Has Been My Crag 

(E. Lionoudakis), 9/1 
Keeping My Promise to Serve God 

(F. Gudlikies), 6/1 
Over 40 Years Under Ban 

(M. V. Savitskii), 3/1
Parents Taught Us to Love God (E. Tracy), 

12/1
Rejoicing Despite Trials (G. Scipio), 2/1 
“Workman With Nothing to Be Ashamed Of” 

(A. Soppa), 1/1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES 
Anchored by Hope, Impelled by Love, 7/15 
Appreciating “Gifts in Men,” 6/1 
Are You Fulfilling Your Whole Obligation to 

God? 11/15
Are Your Prayers “Prepared as Incense”? 

1/15
“A Time for Peace” Is at Hand! 10/1 
Be Happy Readers of Book of Revelation, 

12/1
Benefits From Loving God’s Word, 11/1 
Be the Sort That Have Faith, 12/15 
Be Vigilant and Be Diligent! 5/1 
Christ’s Ransom— God’s Way of Salvation, 

2/15
Creator Can Add Meaning to Your Life, 6/15 
Does Jehovah Ask Too Much of Us? 9/15 
Do You Have Faith Like Abraham’s? 1/1 
Families, Praise God as Part of 

Congregation, 7/1
“For Everything There Is an Appointed 

Time,” 10/1
Forgive From Your Heart, 10/15 
“Gifts in Men” to Care for Jehovah’s 

Sheep, 6/1
“Gird Yourselves With Lowliness of 

Mind,” 8/1
“Glad Tidings” From Apocalypse, 12/1 
Great Potter and His Work, 2/1 
Happy That Jehovah Shows Us His Way, 

5/15
Helping People Draw Close to Jehovah, 7/15 
How Much Do You Love God’s Word? 11/1 
Is Everlasting Life Really Possible? 4/15 
Jehovah Prepares the Way, 8/15 
Jehovah’s Blessing on Our “Land,” 3/1 
Keep On Walking in Jehovah’s Way, 5/15 
“Let the Reader Use Discernment,” 5/1 
Life After Death— What Does the Bible 

Say? 4/1
Life After Death— What Do People 

Believe? 4/1
Lift Up Loyal Hands in Prayer, 1/15 
Living by Faith in God’s Promises, 8/15 
“Make Your Hearts Firm,” 1/1 
Make Your Life Successful! 9/1 
Never Shrink Back to Destruction! 12/15 
Only Way to Everlasting Life, 4/15 
Our Treasure in Earthen Vessels, 2/1

Parents, What Does Your Example 
Teach? 7/1

Pay Constant Attention to Your Teaching, 
3/15

Regularly Study God’s Word as a 
Family, 7/1

Remember Your Grand Creator! 11/15 
“Set Your Heart Upon” God’s Temple! 3/1 
Show Honor to Others, 8/1 
Teach With Insight and Persuasiveness, 

3/15
“These Things Must Take Place,” 5/1 
“The Temple” and “the Chieftain” Today, 3/1 
Way of Love Never Fails, 2/15 
What Does Jehovah Ask of Us Today? 9/15 
You Can Endure to the End, 10/1 
You May Gain Your Brother, 10/15 
Your Creator— Learn What He Is Like, 6/15 
Youths— Resist the Spirit of the World, 9/1 
Youths— Train Your Perceptive Powers! 9/1

MISCELLANEOUS 
Anyone Really Care? 9/15 
Apocalypse— Feared or Hoped For? 12/1 
Baal Worship, 4/1
Building on Pagan Foundations, 3/15 
Christmas in the Orient, 12/15 
Collegiants, 4/15
‘Dark-Haired Mistress of Syrian Wild’ 

(Zenobia), 1/15 
Devil Make Us Sick? 9/1 
Divine Riddles, 10/1 
Equality, 8/1
Everyone Will Be Free, 5/1
Greek Philosophy Enrich Christianity? 8/15
How Long Can We Live? 4/15
“In Dangers at Sea,” 3/15
Love Life, 8/15
Millennium That Matters, 11/1
Mount Athos— “Holy Mountain”? 12/1
Oral Law (Judaism), 1/15
Paul’s Fellow Workers, 6/1
Philip— Zealous Evangelizer, 7/15
Price of Pride, 2/1
Quest for Longer Life, 10/15
Racism and Religion, 8/1
Rashi— Influential Bible Commentator, 3/15
Real Help for the Family, 1/1
“Salt Loses Its Strength,” 8/15
Saul (Paul), 5/15,6/15
Silas— Source of Encouragement, 2/15
Spend Time With Your Family, 5/15
Struggling Over a “Holy” Site, 2/15
Time and Eternity, 6/1
Timothy— “Genuine Child in the Faith,” 9/15 
2000— A Marked Year? 11/1 
Vandalism, 6/15 
Why So Little Time? 10/1

QUESTIONS FROM READERS 
Employment involving religious property, 

4/15
Engagement, 8/15 
‘Marking’ (2Th 3:14), 7/15 
Sterilization as birth control, 6/15 
Voting, 11/1

THEY DID JEHOVAH’S WILL 
Act of Forgiveness (Joseph), 1/1 
Greatest Man Performs Humble Service 

(Jesus), 3/1
Mary Chooses “the Good Portion,” 9/1 
Paul Triumphs Over Adversity, 5/1 
Visit Richly Rewarded (Queen of Sheba), 7/1 
Voluntary Offering to Advance Pure 

Worship, 11/1
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How Can We  
Wake Up 
O ur P a rish e s? "

THAT question, recently asked by the French 
Catholic magazine F a m il le  C h r e t ie n n e  

(Christian Family), comes as no surprise to 
many. Britain's Cardinal Hume even called church 
parishes "sleeping giants." Parish-based groups 
that preach to others have been proposed as a 
way of stopping the slumber. "Direct evangeliza­
tion with new methods," an Italian priest calls it. 
While the pope recently encouraged such initia­
tives, not all see the need to share their faith.

Pigi Perini, a curate in Milan, recently visited 
Africa, where a nun told him: "I've been here for 
40 years, and I've succeeded in never pronounc­
ing the name of Jesus so as not to destroy African 
culture." The curate concludes: "We no longer 
speak about Jesus, we no longer share Jesus, we 
no longer preach the gospel!" For many others, 
though, preaching is an important part of their 
lives and a way of staying spiritually awake. Pigi 
Perini admits: "You come across two people who 
talk about Christ at the market, or who carry a 
Bible under their arm, and you say to yourself: 
Look, Jehovah's Witnesses!"

Millions of people enjoy discussing God's Word 
with Jehovah's Witnesses. No doubt Witnesses 
have arranged for Bible discussions in your own 
community. As in the first century, these zeal­
ous Christians encourage one another to share 
their faith with others. Their places of meeting 
(called Kingdom Halls) are places of warmth and 
friendship. Why not attend one of the meetings 
arranged by Jehovah's Witnesses and see how 
you can fight spiritual lethargy?
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