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*Some two hundred yearsago,
a prominent Korean scholar visited

Peking, China. Staring at a painting on
the ceiling of a cathedral, he sawa scene
of Mary with the chrIdJesus in her arms.
He said of this startling painting:

“A lady held a sickly- Iooka child, about
five or six Years old, on her fap. She seemed
to have little strength In her neck, as if she
couldn't bear to watch her son for p F ity.
And far behind them there were a lot of
ghosts and habies with wings flying

around. As | stared at them above me,

It looked as if they would drop down

on me at any moment, Startled, |

put my hand out to take them.”

HAT occurred Iong after the Refor
mation began In Eurgpe, long after
the dark era of the Mrddfe A?es But
to most Orientals, Christiani
familiar as the paintin |tseIf
uation has changed! Every Christmas sea-
son scenes of the baby Jesus are featured.
The Orient has becomé used to such scenes,
and many streets there now resemble those
In Europe.
On the evening of November 25 1998 a
month prior to C rrstmas th e f
over 0000

sees In Paris Is rrg htly It
ees Irnrnét at famous

bulbs on_the 300 t

avenue. Comparably on a downtown street

|n Seou Korea, aorant Christmas tree |3

eature ty)a majo epartment store an
egins to Drighten the ‘night in that calo
al city. Soon”Its streets are adorned with

Chrrs mas decorations.

In the

Television, radio, and newspapers Present
Christmas-related programs day after da
Stirred by the Christmas mood, the whole

¥|was as ugpntr becomes occupied with weIcommP
ow that sibe en o fthe year. The churches In Seou

the numb er ofwhrch astoms es man ViSI-

tors r_tlet decorated In a ur%T us, Korea

o her countrres in the Orient are en-

5( e Christmas spirit_about the

me tha the United States Is involved In

|ts Thanksgiving Day celebration in late No-
vember.

MosA countries of the Orient are_not con-
sidered part of Christendom. For instance,
only 26.3 percent of the population of Korea
Pro esses to be Christian, In Hon% Kong it

9 percent, in Taiwan 74Perce t and in
loan on ly 1.2 percent. Clear mostOrren-
als do not practrce Chrrstranrty, t they

seem to have no objection to “celebrating

The watchtower— December is, 1999 3



Christmas. In fact, they. often seem to be
more enthusiastic about jt than their West-
ern counterparts are. Hong, Kop g for in-
stance, is well-known for ‘it fI mbo%ant
Christmas celebration, even though, most
of Ifs inhabitants are either Buddhists or
Taoists. Even in China, where only 0.1 per-
cent professes to be Christian, Christmas is
very rapidly gaining in popularity.

hrist

WhyCEven In

N OLD Origntal belief is rem-
Iniscent of the Santa Claus
f Christma ? That Is the
Korean belief in one named C{to—

an%shln and something similar
can be found among some Chinese
and Japanese.
Chowangshin was considered a
od In charge of the kitchen, a
od of fire who was related to the
nmeFt Korean worship of fire.
In olden times, Koreans trans-
orted live charcoals carefully,
akln% sure that these Were nev-
Fr exé ga(shed ) This %o was be-
leved § eeP Watch 0 er the con-
duct of family members for a year,
after which ‘he ascended to "heav-
R through the Kitchen stove and

|mne
U sedl Chow shln eported to the
klngpgtJ heaven on J th lIunar
December. H? as ex ecte to

come ack at the end of the year th roug
the chlmH and the_ stove, nn?mg -
wards and penalties in accord with “each
one’s conduct. On the day of his return,
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Why is. Christmas celebrated so widely
in the’ Qrient? Why do people, who, do not
accept Jesus as the Messian gom in cele-
brating Christmas, which most professmg
Christlans .view as his birthday? Shoul
true Chnstlans Imitate their view of Christ-
mas? We shall find the answers as we cop-
sider how Christmas became Populanzed In
Korea, an age-old country of the Orient

tWeaOrlent?

the members of the family were to
Iqht candles in the kitchen and
elsewnere In the house. Portraifs
of that kitchen qod bear anoth-
er similarity tq anta Claus—he
was depicted In red! It used to
be a clstom for the. dannhter
In-law to make a pair of tradi
tional Korean socks and on the
winter soIst|ce Ive them to her
mother-I |n law, That was meant
to sym olllze her cﬁth that the
mother-In-law wou avea lon
life, since the days get longer af-
ter that date.
Do you ot see some similarities
between the foregn Ing points and
Ch nstm 57 TP% are starles a?
customs; t ney,. can
gtvmg socsano man in re cothtn
an the Oate. S%lll %ch similarities ane
not account for the easy ‘acce fance of
C nstmas In Korea The befier | owan
shin had almost faded away [yte |me
hnstmas was flrstlnérodgced 0 Korea, In
act. most Koreans today do not know that
such a belief ever existed.,



Nonetheless, this iflus-
trates how customs related
tothe winter solstice and the
end of the ;fear spread all
over the world through dif-
ferent paths In the “fourth
century CE,, the prevailing
churcti in the Roman Em-
Prre changed the name of
he Saturfalia, the pagan Roman festrval

of the brrth of the sun d and ma this
Part of hrrsémas rfs\ma ce ebra-
1Qn amounte toarevrva 0 oca customs

with, a different name tag. How was that
possihle?

The Role of Gift-Giving
Gift- grvrng IS one custom that“has nev-
(aa For a on% time, Koreans
muchij

el oty

e populariz-
ng of the Christmas ce ebratron rrr)r orea.

fter World WarL for the U.S. soldiers
statjoned In Korea Who vvanted to strength
en thelr ties with te e0 e ch urc es were

aces fo meet and to distfibute ifts and re-
?re?ard Especially on Chrrstmas ayr?rd this

Many children visited
churches out of
curiosity and received
gifts of chocolate. They stand,
then looked forward to
the next Christmas

occur. Many children visit-
ed churche$ out of curjosi-
ty, and there the had their
first ex osure grfts of
chocolate. As you can under-
many “of them then
looked forward to the next
Christmas.

For such children, Santa
Claus. was an Amerrcan soIdrer rn a red
Bto King ca Proverbs 19 sas er

grsa panion to the nma 9
? Yes, gift rvrng prove?t(? e very e
active, But a? ou can conclu efront that
erse, such gIfts do not guarantee ala trn%
rhen ship. Even In Korea, many are t

whose experiences with the church %mount
ed to not |n more than a taste of chocolate
In their %ryears Christmas, though
Was not, or[g en. Alon tht] Korea’s rap g
economrc 0 Q¥\lth comniercialism rirew
%;rrstmas grvrn was a simple means
or hoosérn consume sPen mg ufsrnesses
exprorte ristmas to Increas pro Its

rovr es you with rnsrq ht rnto
%hrrshm s In the Orient today Amrn%
e Christmas shopping spree, new products
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are develoged Plans for advertisement be

gin In midsummer. Sales figures peak a
}éear -end, sup Portedb all the purchasing of

hristmas g| ts, cards, and muswal record-
ings. Why, advertisements would make the
average youth feel miserable If he or she
staye at"home and did not get any presents

n Christmas Eve!

As Christmas Day draws near, stores and
shoRpmg malls in”Seoul get crowded
with pedple who are_thereto buy
gifts, and_the story. is the same
in other Oriental Cities. There
are traffic | {ams Hotels, busi-
ness districts, restaurants, and
nightclubs are flooded with
customers. Sounds of revelry
—loud singing—can be heard. On
Christmas” Eve, drunken men and
women are seen making their w ﬁ/ through
streets that are littered with tras

S0 |t i, Christmas in the Orient is ng lon-
%er a holiday led by professed Christians.

bviously, in Korea as elsewhere, commer-
cialism has taken the lead. in maktnP the
most of this holiday of Christendom. IS the
commercialism, thén, solely to blame for a
Christmas that has_beconie so out of line
with the spirit of Christ? True Christians
need to probe deeper into the serious Is-
sue involved.

The Origin of Christmas

Awild animal that is moved into a cage in
a 200 s still a beast, And it would be a grave
mistake to believe that |t has been domesti-
cated just hecause It has peen,in a cage for
a while and seemingly enjoys itself with its
young ones. You may have heard reports of
200 Workers being aftacked.

In some ways we can say much the same
about the celébration of Christmas. At first
It was a “beast” living outside_of Chris-
tianity. Under the subheading “Relation to

6 THE WATCHTOWER- DECEMBER 15, 1999

Christmas
helped to infuse
paganism into
nominally Christian
churches

the Roman Saturnalia,”  Christian En-
Cycrllggmasa (in Koreanj* observes regarding

“The pagan Saturnalia and Brumalia were
too deeply entrenched. in popular custom
to be set aside by Christian influence. The
reco nition of Sunday (the day of Phoebus

Ithras as well asthe L rds Day) by
the emperor Constantine . have led
Chrlstlans of the fourth centur% to feel
?ﬁ)ropnatenesso ma |n t e

the Son of

|n0|de Wlth that of the phy

cal sun. The pagan festival

with its riot and” merrymak-
ing was so popular that Chris-

tians were glad of an excuse o
continue its célebration with ittle
change In spirit or in manner.’

Do you think that such a development

eou T%ome about W|thodut any o os|
lon? The same encyclopedia sa hris-
tian preachers of thg \/\/%st and Yhe Nearer
East protested agamst the, unseemly frivol-
ity with which Christ’s birthday was cele-
orated while Christians of Mesopotamta ac
cused theyr Western brethren of |do at dl
sun-worship for a ?ptm g as Christian this
pagan festival.” Truly, somethtng Was wron
rom the beginning.”“Yet the festival rapid-
y gained acceRtance and hecame at last o
firmly established that even the Protestant
revolution of the sixteenth century was not
able to dislodge it,” the encyclopedia notes.

Yes, a festival of the sun- HOd outside of
truf Chrhsttamt Was broug tinto the pre-
vailing church t?otadtff rent name—yet
Its padan character remained. And 1t helrjed
to mfuse a%antsm into nominally Christian
church es an t%corrugtm viduals’ sttu
ality. History bears out that as Christen-
dorn developed the original attitude of “love

Stcyclope-

dia o?ﬁeligtous%nowledge.



Christmas Evein downtown Seoul, Korea

thy enemies” %ave way to moral degrada- ed only with underwear. The atmosphere of
tions and violent wars. Christmas was notjceable, but any sign of
In time, it wag clear that despite jts coun- ~ welcoming the Christ was not.

tearrtceotrrnarrrn tr@“t'esv‘?‘ ra;/S treefelr?raegrr'r%fé 5? Scrrptural Insight Into Christmas
errym Lrn ancing, gift grvYng do we Igarn from such_historical

ecort homes With eVerareens. round and developments? If a shirt or
the sa e%f com ercrallrsms %[ Imate Poat BFousge rs buttoned unerlroenf tsrom %te start,

—more sales—C rrstmas een explojt teon y way 1o correct the srtuatron 15 10
ed in ever%/ gossr le way. T e mass medra rn a ain. 1S th at not true? Despite that
grarse It ublic 1s S'Lnf y amused. n some argue that notwithstanding,its
owntown Seogl a stare t tsg cla |ze? In ggan roots In sunworshr Christmas™has
underwear ma e television new 3/ rspa eén accepted by Christendom. So they fee

Ing In its window a Christmas tre€ decorat-  that the holiday has been sanctified sthe

THE WATCHTOWER- DECEMBER 15, 1999 7



Christ is no longer a
babe but the powerful King
of God's Kingdom

birthday of Christ and imbued with new sig-
nificance.

\We can learn a valuable lesson from a his-
toncal event that took place in ancient Ju-
dah. In 612 B.CE., the Jugeans Introdyced
palgan worst\tl\;) of the sun into the temple In

m, Was suc pagan worshl sancti-

e to Clean worship of Jehovah
ble writer Ezekiel wrote of the sun worshlp
Practlced at Je{usa em’s temPI X “LogkI at
he entrance of the A rnge of Jehovah, be-
tween the Porc an alfar, there were
about twenty-five men with . ., their faces
to the east, and they were bowing down to
the east, to the sun. And he went on to say
fo me: Hetve oy seen tnis, 0 son of man? IS
LS8 AL 1 ot e o Juder
| v
done here, that tln K have to%ll the/ ang
with V|o|ence and that they should offend

8 THE WATCHTOWER—- DECEMBER 15, 1999

(ﬁ)ae being caryied on |n th 6([7)0 € dGVOt:

me aﬁam and here tney are thrusting, out
the shoot to m% nose?""—Ezekiel 8:16,717.

Yes, rather than being sanctlfled that pa-
?an form of worship piit the whole temﬁtle
N Heo ardy. Such practices permeated
dfl d contributed to the prevalence ?f
olence and moral e?rada ion in that land.
It 15 similar i Christendom, where prac-
tices rooted in the sunworship ofSaturnalla
come to the fore at Chnstlnas |g3 Iflcantly,

a few eyears after Ezekie rece|

sion, Jérusalem experienced God’s Jf gment
—it' met destruction at the hands of th Bab-
ylonians.—2 Chronicles 36:15-20.

You mlght have found the descnPnon of
te oung Jesus by a Korean scholar, relat-
e | the receding article, amusmg But the
act is that comi gfrom a Rerso without
an accurate know dg Christ ereac
tlon has conmde rabl evalldlt It m|ﬂ] ht make
people who cele rate C nstmas |n se
riously. Why? Because Christmas falls far
short” of re resentlnP Christ correctly. In
fact, it obscures his frye standing now. Je-
su% IS no Iojnger a E)ﬁbe mela rﬂanh |er it

ver and over, the Bible highli a
Jesus Is now the l\/IeSS|a the % ?P K King
of God’s neavenly mgdom Revelation 1
15) He Is read% t0 putan en to the p overtly
tHat some

and miser eoge nave not fo
gotten dur n? the Christmas season as they
give to chari

Frftnklg Cnnstmas has benefited neither
the landS of Christendom nor other coun-
tnes |nclud|n(T; those in the Orient. Rath-
% t has diverted attent|on from t e true
I’tnsttgn message %out the Kipgdo J“
God and the endof t epresentwme Sys-
tem. (Matthew 24:1 QN e invite %ou to in-
uire “of Jehovah’s Jtnesses ? out how
that end will come. And you ¢an ﬁ Lom
t e[n ziPout the Iaﬁtln% lessing 3 r}

ollow on eart er the |rect|ono
God’s Kingdom and tere|3qn|ng Ing, Je
sus Christ—Revelation 21



Finding Real Peace In a

Troubled Lang

“The manster of sectarian violence Is well out

of Ifs ca%e " sald one report back In 1939 That was
when the Troubles, trle current JJer od of unrest In
Northern Ireland, began to escalate.

CTAR erolence andkllrn in 1969, there WTre 76 of Jehovah’s
ecame e or (er%rl ﬁy Wrtnessesrn reland. Nowt ere are
rotes ntand torckd ers,. well over 4500, In more fhan 1
t ewr men ot sies” of Ieen%reg?trons Here reafew expe-
ortrc and re |ous drvrde Intefjences from some who have turneF
estru e for dominance ieir backs on political and parami
eo gehagreSLnecne Ier(re rré%re than 3,60kary activities,
\ 1} 1
b smarmeg in gnos (Hars of “When| 1| Grow o, Lam Going
vroTIe]nce rep{) i e rtrs ||em egf Mrchael* grew up a Catholic in
IS 1S pot a new stru
course, 1t Pas plagued Iretahd fo the Hep %'tlcsgﬁgemd frttﬁ%h%?gthe
penuries, In recet years its most ?* rélen ané s centurres o
Northernlrelan uf people iﬁl over SO “Ct W'th Brit ntreéa“

Ireland have had their Tjvés blighted ope adee of the E
bythe bitterness and discord It has gfrstﬁeev”cs)m GS?W a ORP#SSOYS
e e o

5
In that scenario, for over one hun- tean%rsr?Id hgwohdh's ran%lrrrr]otEO

dreg years now, Jehovan's Witness- ornthe IRA'nghe Prrsh Rergub ?can
e Fale_ peen painting to the real J? ot a( p the hee th at

rlrlutron to, the pr?blems that have

agued this troub ed land. That?] Lea tfatreto ?]at ?ﬂ)sl rg nsejat ¢
o[ been

Putr s God’s Kingdom In t
hands of Jeads Chrrstg F‘Matthew6 i eBrrtrsh drmy auring

9, 10) At the start of the Troubles  *Names have been changed,



The paramilitary struggle
has been idealized in
murals throughout
Northern Ireland

World War |. His grand-
mother once had to Stand in
front of his grandfather to pre-
vent mempérs of the IRA from
shooting him,

Still, when Michael qot older, he wanted
t0 00 somethtnd to help his fellow Catho-
lics in Northern reland. ™|t seemed to me at
S SR B

grtéheym Ir%land vnPere the IRA.” pFlrgd by
what he saw as a gust cguse he became an
IRA'member and received training In the use

of weapons. Three of his friends were shot
dead by Protestant paramilitaries in North-
err'tVllrehanld tyally b disillusigned

ichae even a ecame isillusione
Ith the LLttayy Stry g d %
or ex H d|n at Was
carrie on erent am Itar
%roups e In gnson or offenses in cor-
ection with IRA activity, he prayed to God
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to help him to find the real way to lasting
Bvace and Justtoe Some ttme |atér Jehovah S
Itnesses’ called at his. home. V\)
dices, however created barriers. Te |t
nesses were Enalish, His deep-seated ha
tre made it difficult for him to listen. I
did not always show that | was ?l 10 se
them,” he says, “but the gerseve ed in call-
Ing and tak %wnhm nd | began to see
? oomwou ut an end to
I'the politica| and social injustices
that | w?s f% tm%to eradtcate
—Psa 2-14.
The crunch came one eve-
ning when Michael met his
commanding officer of the
A who said, “We have
ajob for you to do.” | felt
|"had to make a chon:e
there and then,” says Mi-
chael, “s0 | took & dee
breath and said, ‘| am no
one of Jehovah s Wltness
es even th ou% wasnt
ﬁe at the |m% ust
t at Wante to ai %r
vant ot Jenovan.” Yous ou
ut up agamstawa an shot,” was
the €0 mandtngi officer’s repvI Despite the
threat I(\J/Ittchgebl efttttrt]e HFeeho aﬁsre\ovr csogt
hi | vah's w
?ct his mind ayndlt 9 In time, my wife
and some of my chil dren also dedicated their
lives to Jehovdh, We now have true eace |n
our heart% And we will awa VS be r%;rate ul
to Jeho ah for aIIowm us to lear t truth
and to snare In spreading a peaceful message
Ina troubled land."—Psalm 34:14; 119:165.

Being Neutral Is a Real Protection
“| gréw up in the countryside in Coun-
ty Derryln orthern Irelan sasPatnck
Asac |t knew noth t|n exce the T rou
That environment obviously affecte
my outlook and thinking.” Patrick deve?oped



extremist views influenced by virulent na-
tionalism and deep anti-British prejudices.
He saw religious peoPIe on both sides of the
Polrtrcal strtggle violate fundamental Chris-
jan principles as well as

rinciples of hasic

human decency. As a resuFt he Purned away

from religion, ‘eventually becoming an athe-
istand a confrrmed Markist.—Conipare Mat-
thew 15:7-9; 23:27, 28,
“M}/ earliest memories are of the hun-
er strikes by republican prisoners in the
orth Patrick sas “They affected me
y. | remem er guttrng up lrish
scraw Ing anti-British™ graffiti every
where I could At Hust 15 years of age, | was
a steward at the funeral of one of the hun-
ger strikers who died in prison.” Like man
Others who were caught up in_the turmoi
and confusion of the times, Patrick took part
In riots and
what he saw as sqcial justice and equality. He
developed closg friendships with @ number
of extreme natignalists, many of whom were
imprisoned by the Brrtrsh authorities,
“Then,” Pdrick says, “for ecopomic rea-
sons, | ended up spending some time. in En-
?Iand While | was there the British po-
ice arrested one of my friends who was
on a homhing mission.” Even though Pat-
rick was still Very sympathetic to the nation-
alist cause, his attrturge starteg to chan%
He beg an to see that fro é ICes aPar st
all Eng Ish people were fun amenta
founded. “I also began to realize, he says,
“that paramilitary activity would never real-
ly solve the, problems and remove the injus-
tices that drst gssed me. There Was too much
corruption and other Imperfections among
those controllrng the paramilitar organrza
tions.”—Ecclesrastes 4:1; Jeremidh 10:23
Patrick eventually returned to Northern
Ireland. “When |
duced me to Jehovah's Witnesses.” From his
study of the Bible wrth the Witnesses, Pat-

protest marches in pursuit of

ot back, a friend intro-

rick began to see the real solution to human
conflictand discord. He mage rapid spiritual
progress as the prrnchIes of the Bible affect-
ed fiis mind and_healt. (Ephesians 4:20-24
Now,” he says, “instead ofplottrn(Tr to over-
turn the existing order, 1 find myself preach-
%the messac{re of peace from the Bible,
even in loyal area where | would never
have ventured befare. In fact, atatrmewhen
there were a lot of sectarian’ killings In Bel-
fast, the onh{ ones who, could move freely
between loyalist and nationalist areas with-
out ar orgd cars were Jehovah's Wrtness
Like other Witnesses In Northern Ire-
Iand durrng this time, he found that berng
neutral Just as the early Christians were, |
area protectron gohn 7:16; 18:36) He con-
cludes! “1t s so li eratrnrtr 0. see that Jeho-
vah through Jesus Christ will provide true
hustrce and freedom from ogpressron to all of
umanity.”—Isaiah 32:1,

“My Guns Were ly Protection”
l grew up on the o er sr 4 of the political
and eIrr]rrous divide,” says William, *1 was

o e s e )

not even (90 info.a Catho IC shop |f af all pos-
srbe and | visited the_ Repunlic of Ireland
only once. | got involved i |n various Protestant
8roups and |nst|tut|ons like the Orange
er—an orgaan Hont at IS dedicated to 8
preservatron of t e Protestant re gron an
wayoflre hen he was 22, William Jorned
the Ulster Defense Re |ment a part of the
British army recrurte locally. Most of Ifs
members Were rotestant He was quite will-
Ing to Il to defend tars errtagﬁ "I owned
severa r%unfs and woul ?(t have esrtated to
usete necessary ept one under my
pillow at nigh

But there came a turning pornt “ be-
gan to realize that Jehhovahs WrHa sses ha
omethrn%s pecial when | worke gr
one of them' renovating an old house nis
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fellow warker had a profound effect on me.
As we built the house together, | was able to
ask him many questions that bothered me
about the Troubles, rel|rq|on, and God, His
simple, clear answers he ?ed me to see Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses for what they are—a unit-
ed, nonviolent and politically eutral body of
Beopje, marked tﬁy love for’ God and neigh-
or.”—John 13:34, 35, _ .

Within_ four months of starting a Bible
study, William. resigned from all"the reli-
gious ang Rolmcal Institutions he was asso-
Clated with. “This was a big step for me,”
he remembers, “because | had to relinquish
m_ang_ cherished, long-standing traditions.”
His biggest test was 'yt to come, however.

Because of the situation in Northern Ire-
land, I felt that my guns were my only pro-
tection. | was seen‘as a 'legitimate target’ by
IRA paramilitaries. So it was very difficult o
%Lve up these weapons,” Gradually, though,

ible Counsel, such as that found at Isaiaf 2:
2-4changed his outlook, He saw that in the
end Jehovah was his real protection, just as
He was for the first-century Christians. Wil-
liam then handed in his gans.

“One of the things that | am really glad
about,” says William, “is that | now Rave
deep and abiding friendships, with people
whom | would formerly have viewed as mor-
tal enemies. Also, it isa real source of joy to
be able to take the Bible’s message of hope
Into what were formerl¥ n0-Qo areas’ for me.
Reflecting onwhat the truth™has done for me
and m fam|!]y makes me eternally grateful
to Jehovan arid his organization.

“Things Just Did
Not hqak% /-Qny S%nse” _
Robert and Teresa corie from totally dif-
ferent backgrounds. “I am from a staunchly
Protestant family,” says Robert. “Some of my
relatives have béen. involved in Paramllltary
activities. | myself joined the Ulster Defense
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Regiment of the British army at 19 years of
agé. Much of that time was spent pdtrolling
areas. where Teresa lived. One night | was
reassigned from a reqular patrol to other du-
ties. That night the L and-Rover in which |
would have béen traveling was blown up. Two
soldiers were killed and two others injured.”

__Robert began to wonder about the mean-
mg of life. "I always believed in God, but
when | looked around Northern Ireland

things just did not make any sense to me. |
actuall¥ began to pray o God, | asked God if
he really existed, and If he did, to show me
the righit wax to live my life. [ remember say-
ing to" God that there must be one true refi-
gion somewhere!™ Just a few days later, one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses called on Robert and
left some literature. When he came home
late from a patrol that mgh_t, Robert started
reading it and finished at five o’clock in the
mornm% ‘I qmckIX recognized the ring of
truth,”ne says, “and I cotlld see that every-
thing was coming straight from the Bible.”
(2 Timothy. 3:16)"He began to have a Bible
s_tud}/, and’in a short tinfe, he dedicated his
life 1o God,

“The Witnesses Always
D|rectchY lj]s Eo ﬁm %‘e
Teresa, on the other hand, was from a
Catholic background, with ,deeP,n_atmnallst
sFympathles. iy sayoun? girl, 1 joined Sinn
Fein.™ Teresa admits. hls,?ot me involved
In the support of paramilitary. activity. |
helped to raise funds for the military stfug-
gle. | kept the IRA informed abolf what
Wwent on In my area. | also got involved_ in
riots and storie-throwing attacks on police
ansv %rmy patrolsf.”T s Tl began
en some of Teresa’s family hegan to
study the Bible wit% Jehovah’sXNﬂr?esses
her Curiosity was aroused too. The power of

n o o !
Jid 6Lr\1 510, ﬁ!&al party closely associated with the Pro



God’s Word inflyenced her greatly. “The Wit-
nesses always directed us fo the"Bible to get
answers to_oluesnons, she says. “The prom-
Ise at Daniel 2:44 was a rea eye-oi)ener. I
saw that God’s ngdom_was, the real means
for removing all the injustices that. | was
strugghn? against.” She felt a growing re-
vulsion at sqme of the atrocities perpetrat-
ed by paramilitaries. Teresa could not under-
stand, for example, why anyone with feelings
of compassion and decency would cheer at
the news of a terrorist action where soldiers
or others were killed or maimed and families
were devastated by grief and anguish. She
too responded to the'truth in_the Bible and
allowed God’s principles to adjust her think-
Ing. She dedicated her life to"God and soon
was baptized. —Proverbs 2:1-5, 10-14.
Teresa met Robert when they both at-
tended meetmgs at one of the con?re a-
tions of Jehovah's Witnesses in Northern
Ireland. She comments: “When | first met
Robert, | found it difficult to believe that |
was talking so calmly and peacefully with

someone whom |, until recently, would have
considered part of the Britjsh war machine.
God’s Word had certainly helped me to re-
move deep-seated hatreds and prejudices.”
She and Robert found that instead of being
divided by hatreds and prejudices springing
from their different traditions and cultdres,
they now had many things in common, The
most powerful of these \was a love for Jeho-
vah God. They got married. Now they work
together in bfinging God’s message of true
P_eace_ to people ‘of al| backgrounds and be-
lefs in this troubled land. =

. Others in Ireland have had similar expe-
riences. By listening, to and accepting the
teachings of the inspired Word of God,they
have escaped from the ‘philosophies and
em t}/ deceptions’ of men. ﬁCoIosslans 29)
Now they put their full confidence_in God’s
ﬁrom|ses recorded in the Bible. They are
appy to share with any who will listen’their
hope”of a peaceful future—one that will be
totally free from sectarian and other kinds
of violence.—lIsaiah 11:6-9.
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never shrink

Mav we
ACK TO DESTRUCTION!

“We are not the sort that shrink back to destruction."
—HEBREWS 10:39.

when their beloved Master, Jesus,  Wny? Becausg Petersfearw s"temporary,
told them that they would all scatter  a brief lapse in g life marked by outstand-
and abandon him. How could such athing g courage and faith. Similarly, many of us
—in this, his hour of greatest need? P fwe morments in our past thiat we recall
insisted: “Even if all the otfers are stum-  With some degree of shame, moments when
bled, yet I will not be.” In truth, Peter was ~ fear caught us bYsur rise and kept us from
a brave, bold man. But when Jesus was be-  standingas boldly for the truth_as we would
trayed and arrested, the apostles—includ-  have Iiked. (Coninare Romans 7:21-23.) We
Ing Peter—scattered. Later, while Jesus ~ Can be assured that such momentary lapses
was being inferrogated in the house of High o not make us the sort that shrink back to
Priest Calaphas, eterlmgiered anxiouslyn  destruction. Still, we need to be determined
the courtYard As the cold night wore'on, ~ Neverto become of that sort. Why? And how

Peter likely came o fear that Jésus and any- ~ can we avoid becoming such a person

[ ST

en some hys i i
one of Jesus’ yclose assouatéqs panic seized 4 ?Af}ﬁler?] Pa%ﬁ V&?Otee%tfrq‘%ﬁlgnson that
him. Three times he disavowed his connec- ¢, 2in i hack,” he did not mean those who
Hlonq Vﬂmareks%s Heter dgn;gd even KNowing  ay suffer 4 momentary Janse of courag J

Paul surely knew of Peter’s experienc
2 ThatwasalowpomtmPetersllfe amo-of ther similar cases. Elijah, aBoIda gout

ment he no doubt regretted for the rest of  spoken prophet, once gave in to fear and
his daﬁs But did Peter’s course that night ff)ed for 'his' life’ because of a death threat
make him a coward? Did it make him ong of rom chked ueen Jezebel. g_ ngs 19:1- 4{

“the sort” that the apostle Paul later de- prophet Jonah had a mare serious bou
scribed wh en%e Wrotep Now we are not the wﬁph frear Jeh ova a33| ned him to travel to

sort that shrink back to destruction™ (He-
brews 10:39) Most of us would likely aéree Eev% nOtgﬁgou%%/ﬁX{&?t OVX'rC‘éedaC”iatfhE'ad

for Tarstis—2,200 miles in the oppo
l|V|¥1Vhat Chrcumatances led to the aposte Peter’s o onh T:13) Vel nerher o

? WQuId Peter’s fe | courrse on the these faithful prophets nor the ‘apostle Pe-
rr,e n ‘thes rt

rm ac d be our 3 Hc%w d;d the prophets Elijah and Jonah give

rm ination? In to fear”

THE apostles must have been shocked th%t Paul’s words do not apgly to Peter,
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ter could rr%htly be descrrbed as the sort
that shrink
4Note the full phrase that Paul used:
“Now we are nof the sort that shrink hack
to destruction.” What did he mean by “de-
struction™ The Greek wor he used Tefers
at times to eternal destruction, This definj-
tion fits the_context. Paul had just warned:
“If we ?ractrce sinwillfully after having re-
ceived the accurate knowledge of the truth,
there is ng longer any sacrifice for sins left
but there is a Certain fearful expectation of
judgment and there is a fiery jealousy that
_ﬂorng to consume those 1n" opposition.”
ebrews 1
550 when Baul Shd t his fllow bl
ers, “We are not the sort that shrink back
t0_destruction,” he meant that he and his
farthful Christian readers were determrned

on” at

estru
kol e ey

ant
ot tne sort that

rlen esW a§9E’ (f)

d%structro a@

3oes the §ont thelgtlus fo d er-

never to turn away from Jehovah and stop
servrn? him. To do so could lead only to
eternal destruction. Judas Iscariot was one
who shrank back to such destructron as r
other enemjes of the Lrut who willf u%/
worked against Jehovan’s spirit, (John 1
12, 2 Thessalonians 2. Such rn Ividuals
are among “the.cowards” who suffer eter-
nal destruction in the symbolic lake of fire,
(Revelation 21 8) No, we 0o not ever want to
be of that sort!

6 Satan the Devil wants us to shrink back
to destruction. A master of “crafty acts,”
he Knows that such a rurnous course often
starts in small waly esrans 1foot
note) It direct secutron falls to achieve
his en s, e seeks to erode the faith of
true Christians through subtler means. He

wants to 1 8 zealous Wrtnesses of

ehovah silenced. Lef us see what tactics
he used a?arnst the Hebrew Christians to
whom Paul wrote.

?. V,yhat course does Satan the Devil want us to
ake?
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How Christians
Pressured to LsLZF‘rrrnY<V%ack

TThe evidence indicates that Paul wrote
his letter to the Hebrews about 61 C.E. The
con re?atron In Jerusalem had a tumultu-
ous history. After the death of Jesus, a wave
of vicious persecution struck, forcing many
Christians in the city to scatter A %errod of
Beace ensued, however, al owrn the num-
er of Chrrstrans to muItrP (Acts 8:4; 9.
31) As the years passed other persecutions
and hardships came and went. It seems that
by the time Paul wrote the letter to the He-
brews, the con re ation was once again en-
{oyrng a period of comparative peace. Still,
here were pressures, Nearl¥ three decades
ad passed since Jesus had Toretold the de-
struction of Jerusalem. There were likely
some who felt that the end had delayed be-
Yond reason and might not come in thejr
ifetime. Others, especially those newer |n
the faith, had not yet been tested by s
vere persecution and knew little of the need
for endurance under trial. (Hebrews 124
Satan surely sought to take advantage 0
rs]uch circumistancés. What “crafty acts” did
e use?

8The Jewish communrtg/ In Jerusalem
and Judea viewed the fle gI Christian
congregation with contempt’ udgrn? from
the “content of Paul’s letfer, we get some
Idea of the taunts that the arroHant Jew-
ish religious leaders and therr followers di-
rected at the Chrrstrans They may, in ef-
fect,h firve said: ‘We have the g}reattem&t’we in
Jerusalem, standrn or centuries! We have
a noble high prrest officiating there, along
with his underpriests. Sacrifices are offere
dary We have the Law, transmitted by an-

at\gr t%hrstor ofthe con re%ratron
a trcu ances
exrst rnt e so eo S reade 5
(YV a&] mang/ Ws ave toward the
edgling rrstran congregation’
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gels to Moses and establrshed with great
§igns upon Mount Sinai. This upstart sect,
these Christians, who have aPostatrzed from
Judaism, they have. none of these things!”
Did such scorn find jts mark? Some Hebrew
Christians were evidently troubled by the
attacks. Paul’s letter came to their aid at
just the right time.

Stk Bk Detfon

9 Let us examine two reasons that Paul

rr;ave his brothers and sisters there in Judea
or never shrinking back to destruction. The
first—the superiority of the Christian s s
tem of worship—pervades the letter to
Hebrews. Throughout his letter, Paul deveI
oped this theme. The temple In Jerusalem
was merely a copy of a far greater rea |ty
Jehovah’s spiritual tempe a buil mgr
made with hands.” (Hebrews 9 hose
Chrrstrans had the prrvrle%e of servrng In
t at %prrrtua arrangement for pure Wor-

hey served under a better covenant
t : long- romrsed new covenant, which had
aMedrator superior to Moses, Jesus Chrrst
—Jeremiah 31:31-34.

“Those Christians also had a far bet-
ter High Priest, Jesus Christ. No, he had
not descended from Aaron. Rather, he was
a High Priest “according to the manner of
Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4) Melchizedek
whose lineage was unrecorded was king of
ancrent Salem as well as 1ts high priest. He
th us made a frttrng grophetrct pe ofJesus
whose priesthood depended, not on an}/
perfect human ancestry, but on some hrng

l(ilet()r)ews %bt)em:Yrget %e\r/rade d%hlesttiearn t%emg

|n a etter an t € 0ne In GI’US& em?

hr sggvrn asltj-lrgehS “éneaerrt]%t Slsgualr

ways was esu Iah
I"F‘{)S'[ Su e) ,9[‘ to tﬁe one serving att e temt%
grusaiem



far greater—Jehovah God’s own oath. Like
Melchrzedek Jesus serves not only as High
Priest but also as King, one who will never
die.—Hebrews 7:11-2L

1LFurthermare, unlike the hrgh priest at
the temple in.Jerusalem. Jesus did not have
to offer sacrifices year after year. His sacri-
fice was his own perfect [ife, which he of-
fered once for all time. (Hebrews 7:27) Al
those sacrifices offered at the temple were
only shadows, pictures, of what Jesus of-
fered. His perfect sacrifice provided for real
for Iveness of the sins of all who exercised

Heartwarming, too, are Paul’s_com-
ments showing that this High Priest is the
same unchanging Jesus Whom the Chris-
tians in Jerusalem had known. He was hum-
ble, Kind, and one who can symgathrze
with our weaknesses.” (Hebrews 4:15: 13; %
Those anointed Christians had the pros ec
of serving as Christ’s underpriests!
could they even think of shrrnkrn% back to
“the weak and beggarly things of corrupt
Judaism?—Galatians 4:

DAs if that were not enough, Paul gave
the Hebrews a second reason never to
shrink back to destruction—their own rec-
ord of epdurance. He wrote: “Keep on re-
membering the former days in which, after
you were €nlightened, you endured a great
contest under” sufferings.” Paul reminded
them that they had been “exposed as in
a theater” to reproaches and tribulations.
Some had suffered jmprisonment; others

a symp athrzedwrth and supported those
rrson Yes, they had shown exempla-
3y aith and perseverance (Hebrews 10:32-
Yet, why did Paul ask them to *kee eep
on rememberrng such painful experiences!
Would that not prove discouraging?

2,1 hrinl
%ack Sdrda1 Pa Fat Soe\rlroe gbgs h nevsvroa ’ Herr

st.record 0 eéur nce encourage the Hebrew
E{nrrstrans never to shrink back to destructro%

BOn the contrary, * rememberrn the for-
mer da%s would ‘reming the Hebrews of
how Jehovah, had sustained them under
trial. With his help, they had already re-
srsted many of Satan s attacks. Paul wrote;

God Is not érnrrg hteous o as to for
your work and the' love you showed for
name (IHe rews 6:10) Yes Jehovah remem
bered all their faithful works, storing them
in his limitless memory. We are reminded
of Jesus’ exhortation t0 store uP treasures
In heaven. No thief can steal these trea-
sures; no moth or rust can consume them.
(Matthew 6:19-21) In fact, these treasures
cl be destroyed only if a Christian shrinks
back to destructron That would, squander
anx treasures h e had stored up in heaven.

What a powerful reason Paul gave the He-
brew Ch rrstrans for never pursuing such a
course! Wh 7y waste all their years of faith-
ful service? It would be right and far better
to keep on enduring.

Shri %{\a%k to%estruc{ron

UTrue Christians today have equally
Eowerful reasons for not Shrinking hack.
irst, let us remember what a blessrn? We
have in the pure form_of worship that Je-
hovah has given us. Like the first-century
Christians, We live at a time when members
of the more popular relrgrons sneer at us
and mock s, p mtrndp udly to their im-
Pressrve religious edifices and the antiqui-

K of their traditions. Jehovah assures us,

ough, that he approves of our form of wor-

ship..In fact, we e ¥b|essrngs today that
the first: centurg Nristians did not have.
You might wonder, ‘How can that be?" Af-
ter all, they lived whep the spiritual temple
came Into operation. Christ became its High
Priest upon his baptism in 29 C.E. Some of

What challenges (o we face th are.srm flar
fo thosesfacedl L ﬂr F rst-century rrstransj?
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them had seen the miracle-working Son of
God. Even after his death, there wére more
miracles, As foretold, thou%h such gifts
eventually ceased.—I Corinthians 138
BHowever, we live during a significant
fuifiliment of the extensive temple proph-
ecy of Ezekiel chapters 40-48.* Thus, we
have sgen the restoration of God’s arrange-
ment for pure worship. That spiritual tem-
ple has been cleansed of all forms_ of reli-
R/lous pollytion and idolatry. (Ezekiel 43:9
alachi 3:1-5) Think of the advantages that
thrsceansrnﬂ1 as given us.
BDuring the first century, the future
looked dark for the orgamzed o hristian con-
gregatron Jesus had Toretold that, it would
e as If a newly planted wheat field were
oversown with weeds, making the wheat
virtually indistinguishable from the weeds,
(Matthew 13:24-30) And so it was. By the
end of the first century, when the aged apos-

o 8Sf§ The Watchtower, March 1 1999 pag-

15, Tre hristians toda éivehdur'n tpe fulfill-
pentg at prophecy, a at does that mean

éﬁnr}/s\{Paants %scréguragrng trend did first-century

Do You Remember?

O What does it mean to shrink back to
destruction?

O What pressures were bearing down
on the Hebrew Christians to whom
Paul wrote?

O What reasons for not shrinking back
to destruction did Paul give the He-
brews?

0O What reasons do we have for being
resolved never to shrink back to de-
struction?
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tie John was acting as the final restrarnt
Igarnst corruption,” apostasy was aIrea
flourishing. (2 Thessalonians 2:6: 1 John
182 Not Ion afterthe death of the a ostI s

Earate gxcass aroge, 0 res
floc andw arl %drstrnctrve 5§ sta
sy spread like ga grene ISCou agrng
for al hfuI Christians! Thety saw the rew-

established arrangement for pure wor-
s Ip become overwhelmed by a corrupted
form, This developed less than a century af-
ter Christ founded the congregation.

T/Now, consider g contrast. Today, pure
worship has already lasted longer than
the period uptil thé ar[)ostles diéd, From
the time of the publication of the first is-
sue of this journal back in 1879, Jehoyah
has blessed "us with increasingly purified
worship. Jehovah and Christ Jésus entered
the spiritual temple in 1918 for the pur-
Rose of cleansing it. (Malachi 3;1-5) Since

919, the arrangement for Worshrprng Jeho-

ah God has been BroPressrvely re |ned Qur
un erstandrngof e prophecies and pr|n-
crg es has pecome cearer

(Proverbs4 18
wh om does the credit qo

? Not to mer
imperfect humans, Only Jé ovah with his
Son as Head of the congregatron could
protect His people. from “cofruption dur-
mg these corrupt times. Let us never fail,
nen, totthank Jehovah for aIIowrna u? 0
art In pure worshi et us
?P I?/ res%lllved neve#) to s%rrnk ack to
estruc on!
BLike those Hebrew Christians, we have
a second reason for re ctrng a_cowargly,
shrrnkrng course—our own record of endur-
ance \Whether we have begun to serve Je-
hovah In recent years or have been doing so
faithfully for décades, we have built up a

17. Inwhat sen sthe ern-ga Chrrs ian
conpv;Yegamon ou as ed Its ?]r& cen(g ycoun er-

gg'ck (r)ra}es zriag O%Q)we have for never shrinking



record of Christian works. Many of us have
suffered persecution, be |t |mpr|sonment
brutalrty, or loss of property.

more have faced family XPosrtron scorn
ridicule, and indifference. All of us have en-
dured, contrnurno in our faithful service to
Jehovah despite Tife’s challenges and tests.
By doing so, we have built up a record of
pérseverance that Jehovah will not forget a
storehouse_ of treasures in heaven. urel

then, this is no time to shrink back to the
corrupt old system we left behind! Why ren-

rt Ié Otlrjtrrehaod 6\Irvor\lfvvréorthleswan/%eorall
f hrIe” Is le f ? Y)eforetn n/d —Hehrews
et esortt at ave arth

tle

10:37

i

Sv w 33 ) How can we make sure th ?
escrip tron and howcanwe e

fe owC rrstrans to do the same? Our next

article will consider this matter.

19. What will be discussed in our next article?

et us be resolved that “we are not

0 Yes,
e sort tha rrn stru tton”I
é the

LET US BE THE SORT
THAT RAVE FAITH

the sort that havefaith to the preserving alive ofthe soul.
—HEBREWS 10:39.

“We are . ..

E next time you are in a Kingdom
Hall full of worshipers of Jehovah,
ause to look at those around ¥ou
hink of the many waYs in which
faith, You may see e
served God for decades, youths who daily
stand up to Peer pressure; and, parents who
work hard to raise_God-fearing children.
There are congregation elders and ministe-
rial servants, who shoulder many responsi-
bilities. Yes, ¥ou may See SRrrrtuaI brothers
and sisters of every“age who surmount all
manner of obstaclés in order to serve Je-
horlraFr)t t oriv recious the faith of each one!
eter

8 L e of e

2 Few imperfect humans, if any, have un-
derstood the importance of faith better than
did the apostle Paul. In fact, he noted that

hey shaignuine faith leads to “the preserving alive
derly ones Wh% ha%gn : !

the soul.” (Hebrews 10:39) Paul “knew
though, that faith js subject to attack and
erosion in this faithless world. He was deep-
ly concerned about the Hebrew Christians in
erusalem and Judea, who were strnglrng
to preserve their faith. As we look af pars
of Hebrews chapters 10 and 11, let us take
note of the methods that Paul used to_build
up their faith, In the process, we will see
how we can build stronger faith in ourselves
and in those around us:

anr}/vl yblgnFé glcto)ulr}getloréra}%ebrews chapters 10
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Eeress Confidence in One Another
3The first thing we m|% ht note, is Pau s
b)vosmve attitude toward IS audlience.
rote: “Now we are not the sort that nnk
back to destruction, but the sorf that have
aith to the preserving alive of the soul.”
Hebrews 10,39) Paul thought the best, not
the worst, of his falthful llow Christians.
No |g,e too that h euse the expressmn
Paul was a nq htequs man.

d| not speak down 1o his aud|ence as |f
he were on a lofty plane of nghteousness
far apove them. {Com %re Ecclesiastes 7:
16)Rather he |nc uded himselt with them.
He expres % heartfelt confidence that he
and his faithful Christian readers would all
face the dauntlng obstacles Ioomlng be ore
th em that th eY would courageousrt]/ refuse
to shrink back to destruction, and that th ey
would prove to be of the sort that have fa|t
4How could Paul have such confidence?
Was he blind to the faults of the Hebrew
Christians? On the contrary, he offered them
specific counsel to help theém overcome their
sp|ntual shortcominas. gHebrews3 12: 5:12-
4-b; 10:26, 27, 12:5) Still, Paul had at
Ieast two dood reasons for havm? confidence
In his brothers. (1) As an imitator of Jeho-
vah, Paul endeavored fo see God’s people as
Jehovah sees thfe m. That was not merely In
terms of their faults but In terms of their
ood qualities and their Potentlal for choos-

|n t0.do good In the fu ure. (Psalm 130:3;
Ephesians™5:1) H Paul had |m |ICIt fa|th
In the power 0 holy spirit, He knew
that no obstacle]s no human fra|It|es could
revent Je ova ’frorn Impartin Fower be-
ond what 1s normal” to any stian en

deavoring to serve Him faithtul g ﬂj

rinthiang” 4:7; Philippians 4:13) So aul’s

agwhém ﬁ’eatj ad’daeha"tn i
IS 1

Ric foﬁlowag feasons did Paul have confidence in

=
="
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confidence in_his brothers and sisters was
not m|sPIaced unrealystic, or blinaly opt)-
mistic. |t was solidly based and Scriptural-
ly founded,
bSurely, the confidence Paul displayed
proved |nfect|ous It must have meart a
reat dea to the c0 Pgregatlons In Jerusalem
Judea to have Paul"speak so encourag-
gly to them. In the face of the withering
scorn and haughty mdifference of their Jew-
ish opposers, ‘thé Hebrew Christians were
helped by such eeressmns to resolve. in
their hearts to be the sort that have faith,
Can we do the same for one another today?
Itis all too easy to see in others only a Ion?
list of faults and personality quirks. (Mat-
thew 7:1-5) Yet, we can help oné another far
more If we take note of and value the unique
faith that each one possesses. With such en-
couragement fa|th is more likely to grow,
—Rommans 111, 1

Fittin Use of God’s Word

6Paul also Duilt faith in his fellow be-
lievers by hIS sklllful use of the Scriptures.
For example, he wrote: “‘But m nghteous
one WI|| I|ve b% reason of faith, and if
he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure
i him.””" (Hebrews™ 10:33 Paul Was_here
quoting from the prophet Habakkuk * These
words were likely tamiliar to Paul’s read-
ers, Hebrew hnstlans to whom the pro-
phetic books were well-known. Considering

tﬁkﬁdl é XOteHmhe Sep éua hnt rﬁrrtgs%nnl of Ha

cg ysu asno eaure|h[|

ementa S no
man SCI’ av S ste t a t e eﬁ]
ew ma US el&}é[

8(f rexe[ near|er auI il
has ¢ |V|ne o e@ﬁga?;ﬁeogsthmysplnt oL

\?v . o\\l\//vhg rhke? |m|tz1tg Paul’s confidence, and
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his goal—to strengthen the faith of Chris-
tians In and near Jerusalem around the year
ghtcchmc ethe example of Habakkuk was an
THabakkuk eV|dentIy wrote his hook %ust
over two decades before the destruction of
Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. Invision, the proph-
et saw the Chaldeans (or, Babylonians), a
“nation b|tter and 1mpetuous,” swooping
down on Judah and destro mg% Jerusa em
R BB BN
Pamlt had heen Iuoreto?d s?nce Isalilahs day,
Qver & century earlier. In Habakkuks tim
Jehoiakim succeeded good Ki % Josiah, and
wickedness again flotrished 1 Judah. Je-
hoiakim persecuted and even murdered
those sgeaktng in Jehovah’s name, (2 Chron-
h%le\hogndgr tJ ea%ntlghar% 2u1|ghe%t6 2roo i lt 3
hakk kh“kd out: * Hogv Iong,th) «ghovah?"

8Habakkuk d|d not know how close the de-
struction of Jerusalem was. Similarly, the
flrst century Chnsttans did not know when
t e Jewish stistem of th mgswould end. Nor
oweto ay know the * a and hour” when
Jeh ova S {u dgment WI come against this
wicked sKsem (Matthew 24:36) Let us note,
Lhen Jehovah’s twofold answeér to Habak-
Flr?t he assyred the Prophettha the
en Woudcgme rignt on time, “It w h
be late,” God said, even thoug h from a hu-
ma standpomt it might apBear to delay,
(Habakkuk 3) 'Second; Jehovah remtnded
fkka As t;]or hie rlg hteous one,
althfulness he will keep livipg
h } h 24} What beautthul pS|m e truhhs'
W at matfers most is, not when the end

?maelshbut whether we continue to live a life

7. When dtngabakkuk re005d(haﬁ roRhec and

h were e con that
% sexa LP rove
uIto hrtstlans |n |rst century and toda

Jerusalem was sacked in
., Jeremiah, his secretar Bar-
melech, and the loyal Rechabites
aw the uth of J ehovahs romise to tt-tha
akkuk. They %kept living” by escaping tne
terrlble destruction ofJetghsaY ht% Je-
hovan rewarded their falthfulness %Jereml
ah 35:1-19: 39:15-18; 43:4-1; 451
|IarIy the first-century Hebrew Christians
F t ave res?onded well to Paul’s coun-
when the Roma armles attacked
Jerusa em In 66 C.E, and then inexplicabl
withdrew, those Chrtstlans fatthfulh} heed-
ed Jesus’ waming to flee. (fLuke 2120, 21)
They kept living because of their faithful-
ess. LtkeW|se Wwe will keep I|V|ng If we are
found farthfyl when the end comés. What a
vital reason for strengthening our faith now!

Bringing Examples of Faith to Life

DPaul also built faith b}; powerful use of
examﬁles As you read Hebrews chapter 11
note how he frings the examples thbIe
characters to life. esags fortnstance t at
Moses “continued. steadfast as seein

One who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11: ) In

Tt L

h E% e(PdOBauFt{Ascrtbe Moses’ faltt& and how
mignt we |m|tate 0ses In this regarq?
In Our Next Issue

Serving With the Watchman

The "Polish Brethren"— Why Were
They Persecuted?

We Need Jehovah's Organization
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other words, Jehovah was so real to Moses
that it was as if he could see the invisible God.
Could the same be said of us? It is easy to talk
about a relationship with Jehovah” hut to
build and strent%th n that reIatronshrp re
quires work. That is work we need to do! Is Je-
hovah so real to us that we take him. mto con
srderatronw 1en mak mg decisions, includ |nﬂ
seemrnq y minor ones? Faith ofthat kind wi
hel Ip s endure even the worst opposition.
Consider, tao, the faith of Enoch. The
opposition_ he faced is difficult for. us, to
imagine. Enoch had to deliver a strngrng
messag? of U %%ment agarnst the wicke
people living then. (Judg 14, 15) The per-
secutron tha threatened this faithful man
was evidentl Syso vicious, so vrolent]t atJe
hovah “transferred him,” taking him rom
the living state to the sleep o death
fore the Enemies could lay hold of him. S
Enoch did not get to see the fuItrIIment of
the prophecY he uttered. However, he re-
ceived a qift that was, in some respects, even
better.—Hebrews 115; Genesrs 22-24,

O

2 Paul explains: “Before his transterence

Enoch] had the witness that he had
od well.” (Hebrews 11:5) What

|eased
Id this

reward noch receive’

How Would You Answer?

O How did Paul express confidence in
the Hebrew Christians, and what can
we learn from this?

O Why was Paul's reference to the
prophet Habakkuk so fitting?

0O What Scriptural examples of faith
did Paul bring to life?

0O What practical means of building
faith did Paul recommend?
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mean7 Before he wen |nto the sleep of
death, Enoc ma have ad avrsron 0f Some
kind, perhaps of the earthly Paradise in
which he will awaken one day soon. In any
case, Jehovah let Enoch know that He was
well pleased by his faithful, course, Enoch
had made Jehovah’s heart rerorce Com are

Proverbs 27:11.) Thrhkrn? ? e IS
touchrnrq IS It ‘not? g H e to |ve
such a Mife of faith? T ner over such

examples; see them as rea peope Be deter-
mined to live by faith, da Remem-
ber, too, that the sort tha have farth do not
serve Jehovah on the basis of a date or dead-
line when God will fulfill all his promises.
Rather We are resolved to serve Jehovah for-
ever! Doing so means the very best way of
life in this System of things and in the next.

How to Grow Stronger in the_ Faith
BPaul showed theI Hebrew C rrsHarhs a
number of practica wa)(s In which t
could strengthen their faith, Let us consrder
hust two. We likely are familiar with his ex-
ortation at Hebrews 10:24, 25, urgrng us to
% ather regu arl y at our Christian metings,
emember, though, .that Paul’s inspired
words there do ot imply that we are to
be mere a5f|ve ohservers at such meetrn?
Rather aul aescrioes meetings as opportu
nities o get to know one anather to move
one another to serve God more fully, and to
encourage one another. We are there to give,
not Just™tq receive. That helps to make our
meetings jO?/OUS occasions.—Acts 20:35.
UPrimari thﬁugh we attend Christian
meetrn?s tq Worshi Jehova %d We do s0
r¥ gorn g tE)raa/er and song, yrstenrn
intentl ffering “thg frurthofhg
—X essrons o prarse to Jehova ur
comments and parts on the meeting. (He-

llﬁébrews%l}lg ﬁht PaU|SW rs record%d at

0l0 CREaihs Wafrén o et
¥] FOI‘ &H’IS lan P Y



brews 13: 15% If we keep those goals in mind
and act on them at everr meetrnﬁ our faith
will without fail be built up each time.
HAnother way to build faith is througlh
the preaching work. Paul wrote: “Let us hold

fast the public declaration of our hope with-

out wavering, for he is faithful that prom-
ised.” (Hebrewsl 23) You might ur eoth-
ers to hold fast to somethrn wh en they
seem in danger of | ettrn atan was cer
tainl %/ pressuring th ose ebrew Christians
to let go of their ministry, and he is oressur-
ing Godspeople today “as well. In the face
of such pressure, what should we do? Con-
sider what Paul did.

B7To the Christians in Thessalonica, Paul
wrote: “After we had first suffered and been
rnsoIentIy treated (just as ou know) in Phi-
err We mustere UP dness by means

our God to speak o you the good news

God with a great deal of strugglrng
(1 Thessalonian$ 2:2) How had Paul and
his comganrons been “insolently treated” |
Phrlrﬁpr According to some Scholars, the
Greek word used by Paul expresses insult-
ing, shameful oroutrageous reatment. The
Phrlrpo]ran authorities Rad beaten them with
rods, thrown them into prison, and confined
them in stocks. (Acts 16:16- 24? How did that
Parnful experience affect Paul? Did ones in
he next city on his missionary tour, Thessa-
lonica, find Paul shrinking back in fear? No
he “mustered up boldness.” He conquered
fear and continued to preach boldly.

TFrom where did Paul's boldness come?
From within? No, he said that he mustered
up boldness “by means of our God.” A ref-

did Paul ur e the Hebrew Christians to
oldvya]% fo thelr mr and why Is the same
counse approprrate o
6 17 PauI ac uire ho gness for
? a me s sshou we take
ur Ves rn Im by some aspec
of our ristian ministry’

After his painful experience in Philippi, Paul
mustered up boldness to continue preaching

erence work for Brble translators S 8/3 that
this statement may be rendered
fear ou o[or eaBts * S0 1f you do not fee}
particularly bold apout your ministry, or |
some aspect of it |n particular strikes you
as rntrmrdatrng Why not appeal fo Jehovah
1ot e same for you? Ask him to take
ear from our heart Ask him to hel
gou muster Up ho dness for the work. In ad-
Ition, tak e some oth er actrcaj Mmeasures.
%exampe arra}nge or with someﬂne
Who 15 a egt at t orm? witnessing that
concerns you. It maly involve busrness t]errr-
torY stre twrtnes ng rnforma preac rnd
or eerf one Witness 9 Perhaps grouro -
ner wil be erIrnd to take the ledd at first,
If 50, odserve and_Tearn. But then muster up
the boldness to give It a try,
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Can you muster up boldness
to try various forms of witnessing?

BIf you do muster up holdness, think
of what may result. When you persist
and do not Iet ourself become discour-

ged , You are likely to have good experi-
ences In sharing the truth, experiences
that you mi ht otherwise have missed
(See page 25. YouerI have the satisfac-
tron of knowing that you have pleased
Je ovahb dorn\?somethrn g that is qif-
ficult f or ou ou will experignce his
blessin |n overcoming FXour
fears, ourfarth wr | be strong er

Y, You cannot work at burldrng faith.in
otfiers without buildin your own faith
at the same time.—Jude"20, 21.

©May you continue to strengthen
your faith“and the faith of those afound
you. You can do so by building Your
Self and others up through adept use
of God’s Word, by studying Bible ex-
amples of faith and bringin th em to
life, by preparing for and participat-
|n in"Christian meetings, and by hold-

%fast to.the precious privilege’of the
B Ircmrnrstry As you do these things

e assured that you' are, indeed, one of
“the sort that have faith.” Remember,
too, that those_of this sort have a pre-
clous reward. They are “the sort that
have faith to the preserving alive of the
soul.” May your faith confinue to grow,
and malyJ hovah God preserve you'alive
forever!

*The @ texh f Je}\r/gvahs Wﬁnesses for

are not the so
% bu the sort tha ave artt
18. Wh t bIes r] S ma We ex errenr;e if
wem seru 0 ness Inistr
‘]‘t ous rf IS In store for
esortt ave art



They Mustered Up Boldness

IT IS not always easy to muster up boldness in order to
preach. In fact, the apostle Paul said that on one oc-
casion, he did so "with a great deal of struggling.”
(1 Thessalonians 2:2) Is the 'struggle' to preach worth
the effort? There is no guarantee of spectacular expe-
riences, but God's people are often glad that they
mustered up boldness. Consider some examples.

An eight-year-old girl
named Tara listened in-
tently as her teacher
told the class that dur-
ing World War Il, Jew-
ish concentration camp
inmates had to wear a
yellow Star of David
for identification. Tara
wondered if she should
speak up. "l prayed with
my eyes open," she re-
calls. Then she raised
her hand and said that
Jehovah's Witnesses
were in those camps too,
and they had to wear
a purple triangle. The
teacher was interested
and thanked her. Tara's

comment opened the way for further discussions with
the teacher, who later even showed her entire class the
video Jehovah's Witnesses Stand Firm Against Nazi
Assault.

In Guinea, West Africa, a young unbaptized pub-
lisher named Irene wanted to make progress in her min-
istry. The missionary who studied the Bible with her
encouraged her to try placing the Watchtower and
Awake! magazines with fellow students at school. Irene
was hesitant because her classmates had been unre-
ceptive. However, moved by the missionary's encour-
agement, Irene decided to approach first the student
who had seemed the most opposed. To Irene's sur-
prise, the girl was responsive and eagerly accept-
ed the magazines. Other students followed suit. Irene
placed more magazines that month than she had in the
preceding five combined.

In Trinidad an elder felt quite hesitant about ap-
proaching the principal of a school to show her the ed-
ucational value of the Awake! magazine. Nonetheless,

he mustered up the boldness. He says: "I prayed as |
entered the compound. | could not believe it when the
principal was extraordinarily pleasant." She accepted
the Awake! magazine on "What Hope for Today's
Youths?" and even agreed to use it in teaching class.
Since then, she has accepted 40 magazines covering
various issues.

As a youth, Vaughn always found preaching difficult.
"I would get nervous, my palms would sweat, and |
would speak fast— | couldn't slow down." Neverthe-
less, he became a full-time minister. Still, it was not al-
ways easy for him to speak up. Once, after a discour-
aging day of job hunting, he wanted to witness to
someone on the train, "so at least some good could
come out of a bad day." But he felt intimidated by the
important-looking businessmen on the subway train.

Vaughn

Finally, he mustered up boldness to speak to an elder-
ly man next to him. A long conversation resulted. "You
have such good questions for a young person," the
businessman said, asking, "Are you a theologian?"
Vaughn replied, "No, | am one of Jehovah's Witness-
es." "Ah," the man smiled. "Now | understand."

All these Witnesses— and countless others— are
glad that they mustered up boldness to preach. Will
you do the same?
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Gilead Sends Missionaries
“to the Most Distant Part of the Earth”

R over half a century now, the Watch- tr_|fes, and these were asslgne_d t% serve in 24
tower Bible School of Gilead has been  different lands. They will'join thousands of
senaing out missionaries. On Septem-  other missjonaries, who have plalyed a S|g-

ber 11,1999, Gilead's 107th class graduat-  pificant role in fulfilling Jesus, fast words

ed. It consisted of 48 students from 1L coun-  before ascending to heaven. He foretold that

107th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead

In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row
1. Peralta, C.; Hollenbeck, B.; Shaw, R.; Hassan, N.; Martin, D.; Hutchinson, A. 2. Edwards, L.; Vezer, |;
Ceruti, Q.; Entzminger, G.; D'Aloise, L.; Baglieri, L. 3. Knight, P.; Krause, A.; Kasuske, D.; Rose, M.; Friedl, K.;
Nieto, R 4. Rose, E.; Backus, |I; Talley, S.; Humbert, D.; Bernhardt, A.; Peralta, M. 5. D'Aloise, A.; Hum-
bert, D.; Dunn, H.; Gatling, G.; Shaw, J.; Ceruti, M. 6. Baglieri, S.; Krause, J.; Hollenbeck, I; Martin, M.;
Bernhardt, J.; Hutchinson, M. 7. Backus, A.; Dunn, O.; Gatling, |; Vezer, R.; Knight, P.; Hassan, O. 8. Nie-
to, C.; Talley, M.; Friedl, D.; Kasuske, A.; Edwards, J.; Entzminger, M.
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his disciples would “be witnesses of [him]
... 10 the most distant part of the earth.
—Acts 1.8. o

The (‘;raduatmn roq_ram, originating, at
the Watchtower Educational Center in Pat-
terson, New York, proved to be a grand oc-
casion in beautiful surroundings. The grad-
uating students were ver hap?y_to ave
relatives, close friends, an Puess in atten-
dance, Including those who fistened and qb-
served by audio and video connections to the
Brooklyn and Wallkill complexes, the total
attendance was 4,992,

and ﬁeeiqfueb%erwﬁﬂfuu

“Who Is on Jehovah’s Side?” ¥hat Was
the theme of the opening remarks by Car-
ey Barber, a member of the Governing Body
and chairman of the graduation program.
He explained_ that thiS was, the issué fac-
Ing the Israelites in Moses’ day. Graduating
stidents and those In attendance were re-
minded that many of the Israelites lost their
lives in the wilderness because they did not
|oyally remain on Jehovah’s side. After fall-
mg victim. to |dolatr}/, they “sat down to
eal and drink. Then he%/ 0t Up to have a

0od time.” 1(Exodus 32:1-29) Jesus warned
Jhristians of the same danger: “Pay atten-
tion to yourselves that yolr hearts never
become Weighed down with overeating and
heavy drinking and anxieties of life] and
suddenly that day be instantly upon you.”
-Luke 21:34-36.

The next speaker, Gene Smalley, of the
Wrmn% Department, asked the quaduat-
ing students. “Will You Prove to Be a Par-
eqoric?” He explained that the Greek word

-re-%o-rlawas adopted into Enﬁllsh as
he name for a medicinal mixture that alle-
viates discomfort. However, the apostle Paul
used this expressive Greek word at Colos-
sians 4:11 to describe his fellow workers. In

the New World Translation, this word is
translated “a strengthening aid.”

_Intheir assignments the graduating mis-
sionaries can be modern-ga pareqoncs Ina
very down-to-earth way by humbly becom-
ing'a strengthening aid to the local brothers
and sisters"and_ by reflecting a cooperative
and loving spirit In association with fellow
missionaries, _

Daniel Sydlik, a member of the Governing
Bodly, spoke next on the subject “The Golden
Rulé to Live By.” He exBIamed that the ex-
alted principle'set forth by Jesus at Matthew

12, "a thmgs...tha_tyou_wantmento do
to you, you, also must likewise do to them,”
involves doing posifive thm%s for others, not
simply reframing from doifg harm,

To, do this successfully, three things are
required: a seeing eye, a sympathetic heart,
and a helping hand: Summing R he said:

If we feel a desire to heIP, we should hel
at once. We have to go out of the way to go
for others what we Would like them fo do
for us.” Especially would this be trug of mig-
sionaries going to. other lands to help people
practice tfue Christianity.

Instructors Give Warm Reminders

Gilead instructor Karl Adams encouraged
the graduating missionaries to “Keep On
Growmg.’_’ Inwhat respects? First, in knowl-
edge andl in the ability to use it well. At Gil-
ead, the students hag learned how to.do re-
search to get the_background and setting for
Bible accounts. They had been encoura?ed
to consider how each account should affect
mm{hlﬂsves. They were urged to keep on do-
_ g‘Second_, keep on %rowmg In love. Love
IS somethln% that, when, nourished, grows.
When n%(];l_e ted, 1t can die,” Brother Adams
said. (Pnilippians 1:9) Now, as.missionar-
ies, they would need"to grow in love un-
der différent circumstances. And third: “Go
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on growrng in the undeserved krndness
and know édge_of our Lord and Savior J

sus Christ. 52 Peter 3:18) “This is the
marvelous kindness that Jehovah has shown
through his Son,” the speaker said. “As we
Erow In appreciation for that undeserved

Indness, our pleasure grows in dornﬁ God’s
will and'in"carrying out what he has as-
signed us to do.”

Another Gilead rnstructor Mark Nou-
mair, spoke on the theme “Take It With
Love, and You Can Take It.” He_admon-
ished; “Learn to take challenging situations
In mrssronar}é life with love; and you will
be able to take it. Jehovah only drscrolrnes
those, whom he loves. Even if you fegl that
certarn counsel is ill-advised, bern9 picky, or
unfair, [ove for Jehovah and your relafion-
shrg with him will help you to'take it.”

rother Noumair pornted out that mis-
sronary servrce Includes many duties. “But

YN rthout ove will make yoy discontent-

ithout love, your home duties—such as
coo Ing, shopping, scrubbing the frurt boil-
Ing the water—can become ve t/t; reary You
must stop an as yourself,
rnfqt ese? you say 10 your &r
forts are contrrbutrng to the health an
happiness of my fellow missionaries,” then
it will not be hard to take.” In summary,
he exhorted. “Whether it comes {0 accepting
discipline, fulfilling your, missionary cor-
mitments, or handTing mrsunderstandrngs
takrn it with Jove will enable you to &n-
dure rn |your assrrinment Love never fails.
—1 Corinthians
Gjlead instructor Wallace Ljverance next
oderated the reenactment of a number of
Phtful experiences the students enjoyed
while working with local conPregatrons In
addition to gojng from house, to fouse, they
used their missionar trarnrnlg in search-
Ing. out people at truck stops, faundromats,
train stations, and other locations.
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Seaéone Missionaries
IVe ASSUrances

When new missionaries go.to a foreign
country, is there need for anxious concern?
Can they meet the challenges of a foreign
assignment? What is done by branch offices
to help these new arrivals to be, successtul?
Toanswer these and other questions, Steven
Lett, of the Servrce Department, and Da-
vid Splang, of the Writi g Dy Department, in-
tervrewed brothers who wgre th en attendin
the branch school at the Watchtower Ed-
ucational Center. The prothers rntervrewed
Serve on pranch committees in Spain, H rq
Kon% Liberia, Benin, Madagascar Brazi
and Japan.

These experienced servants of Jehovah,
many of whom have served as mrssronarres
for decades, reassured the ora uatrn% Stu-
dents as well as their garen s and relatives
In attendance. Based on their own, person-
al experience and that of fellow mrssronar
les, they showed that problems and concerns
can be Cealt Wrth successfully. The roblem
they face may be big, “but it can be solved,
and the Society helps.us,” commented Rai-
mo Kuokkanen, a missionary in Madagascar
We did not choose the assr%nment We re-
ceived It,” said Osten Gustavsson, now serv-
ing In Brazil. “So we decided to do our best
to'stick to it.” James Linton, who serves in
Japan, said that what helped him was “the
presence. of brothers who had already been
serving in amrssronar ass| nment Mis-

sionary service is a ha fulfilling wa
of servyrng Jehovah angpgarrng for his s%eep)./

VoIl a
PRI s
Th eo oreJaracz amember of the Govern-
rn]g who rmself raduated with Gile-
sse ent lass in 1946, gave the conclud-
rn talk, on the theme “The ChaIIenge to
ee rngteprrrtuall Alive.” Acknowledging

first thé terrible atrocities occurring in var-



lous parts of the world, he pointed out that
actually, worse calamities are happening to
mankind.
_ Re,fe_rrlnﬁ to Psalm 91, Brother Jaracz
identified the “pestilence” and “destruction”
that have spiritually sickened and killed
millions all ‘around ‘us. The Devil and his
wicked system have used pestilencelike pro-
p_a?_anda based on intellectualism and mate-
rialism, to weaken and kil spirituality, but
Jehovah assures us that this plague will not
come near “anyone dwelling In"the secret
place of the Most High."—PSalm 9L.1-7.
“The challenge,” Brother Jaracz said, “is
to keep healthy in the faith, to remain in the
place of security. We cannot be like the rid-
iculers ‘not having spirituality.”Nowthis is a
Problem today. It1s one that faces all of us in
he organization. It can also face you In your
missionary assignment.” (Jude 18, 19)"But
the graduating missionaries were told that
they"could successtully maintain spiritual-
Ity 'In their assignments. They were urged
to consider, for example, how our brothers
are enduring in Russia, in Asia, and in Afri-
can lands—gespite bans, intense opposition,
ridicule, atheistic propaganda, and false
charges. And, in many cases, lg)hyswa_l prob-
lems”are_added, brought on Dy ®thnic con-
flicts and shortages of necessities.
When there is an ebb in spirituality, “it is
necessary to address the cause of the prob-
lem and ‘then work on If, using the counsel
of God’s Word.” Biblical examples were giv-
en. Joshua was encouraged to read his copy
b T B L
Ua 1. v was fou
In Jo_s?ah’s day, Jehovah bﬁ_essed the faithful
application of Jts instructions. (2 Kings 23
2, 3) Timothy knew the holf Wr|t|n_(ﬂs from
his ‘infancy. (2 Timothy 3:14, 15) The Be-
roeans were more than“good hste_ners;”theey
were considered o be "noble-minded” bé-
cause they examined the Scriptures daily.

(Acts 17:10,11) And Jesus Christ is the fore-
most example” of one who knew and used
God’s Word.—Matthew 4:1-11.

__Inclosing, Brother Jaracz warmly admon-
ished the New missionaries: “Now you are
prepared to carry out your missioriary as-
signment. And 5iou are"going to go abroad
In"a very literal sense,"to many’ different
Parts of the earth. If we meet thé challenge
o_keeP spiritually alive, then we are not
going to let anything distract us from car-
rying out what'we have resolved to do. You
are ngP to preach with zeal, inspire others
to imitate Kour faith, and we will pray along
with you that those whom you teachi, Jeho-
vah will make alive as he has us. And thys
many more are yet going to esc%Pe_the st-
ityal’ calamity riow Taging worlawide. They
will join us In increasing numbers to do Je-
hovah's will. And may Jehovah bless you to
that end. _ _

After the chairman read greetings from
various countries around the world, the time
came for glvm% the ?raduatmg students
their diplomas. Then followed the'reading of
a warm letter of appreciation compose bg
the students. How grateful to Jehovah an
his, organjzation theé/ were for the special
training they had received and for their re-
sPecnve asmgnments as missionaries goin
¢ oA t?elrgos distant part of the edrth™
—Acts 1.8,

Oass Statistics
Number of countries represented: 11
Number of countries assigned to: 24
Number of students: 48
Number of married couples: 24
Average age: 34
Average years in truth: 17
Average years in full-time ministry: 12
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you given careful thought to recent issues of The
Watchtower? i so, you will find it interesting to recall the
following:

O What are some questions that two Christians
might ask themselves before they begin thinking of
engagement? 'Am | really sure of the other's spiritual-
ity and devotion to God? Can | envision serving God with
that one for a lifetime? Have we been adequately ex-
posed to each other's personality traits? Am | confident
that we will be lastingly compatible? Do we know enough
about the past actions and present circumstances of each
other?'— 8/15, page 31.

O Whatdid Jesus mean when he said to his follow -
ers: "You are the salt of the earth"? (Matthew 5:
13) Jesus implied that his followers' preaching to others
about God's Kingdom would have a potentially preserv-
ing, or lifesaving, influence on their hearers. Indeed,
those who applied Jesus' words would be protected
from the moral and spiritual decay in the world.— 8/15,
page 32.

O How can courting couples avoid the snare of sex-
ual immorality? If you are dating, you are wise to
avoid being alone with your prospective mate under in-
appropriate circumstances. It is best to enjoy each other's
association in a group setting or in public places. Place
limits on displays of affection, each respecting the oth-
er's feelings and conscience.— 9/1, pages 17, 18.

O What is understanding? It is the ability to see into
a matter and discern its composition by grasping the con-
nections between its parts and the whole, thus getting the
sense of it. (Proverbs 4:1)— 9/15, page 13.

0O What is Jehovah asking of us today? Basically,
what Jehovah is asking of us is to listen to His Son and
follow his example and teachings. (Matthew 16:24; 1 Pe-
ter 2:21)— 9/15, page 22.

O Who only can experience peace? Since Jehovah is
"the God who gives peace," peace can be experienced
only by people who love God and deeply respect his righ-
teous principles. (Romans 15:33)— 10/1, page 11.

O How did Joseph acquire the moral strength to
say no to Potiphar's wife day after day? Joseph val-
ued his relationship with Jehovah far more than he valued
momentary pleasures. Also, although he was not under a
divine law code, Joseph had a clear grasp of moral prin-
ciples. (Genesis 39:9)- 10/1, page 29.

30 The Watchtower— December 15,1999

O How important is our willingness to forgive our
brothers? Our prospects for continuing to receive God's
forgiveness are to a large extent contingent on our be-
ing willing to forgive others. (Matthew 6:12, 14; Luke
11:4)- 10/15, page 17.

O To what sort of sins was Matthew 18:15-17
pointing, and what indicates that? The sins Jesus
meant were sufficiently grave that they could lead to the
wrongdoer's being viewed "as a man of the nations and
as a tax collector." Jews would not socialize with Gen-
tiles, and they avoided tax collectors. So Matthew 18:15-
17 refers to serious sins, not mere personal offenses or
hurts that you can simply forgive and forget. (Matthew
18:21, 22)— 10/15, page 19.

O What does truly loving God's Word involve? Lov-
ing God's Word leads one to live in harmony with its
requirements. (Psalm 119:97, 101, 105) This requires
constant adjustment of one's thinking and way of living.
— 11/1, page 14.

O Having received so much at Jehovah's hand,
what can we give in return to the greatest King and
Giver? The Bible reveals that the best gift we can give
to Jehovah is "a sacrifice of praise." (Hebrews 13:15)
Why? Because this sacrifice is directly linked to the sav-
ing of life, a major concern of Jehovah in this time of the
end. (Ezekiel 18:23)— 11/1, page 21.

O What did Solomon mean when he wrote: "The
words of the wise ones are like oxgoads"? (Ec-
clesiastes 12:11) The words of those possessing godly
wisdom prod the readers or the listeners to make ad-
vancements in harmony with the wise words read or
heard.— 11/15, page 21.

O What is godly discernment? It is the ability to dis-
tinguish right from wrong and then to choose the correct
course. The study and application of God's Word imparts
discernment.— 11/15, page 25.

O With what should a willingness to acceptrespon-
sibilities be tempered? (1 Timothy 3:1) This should
be tempered with good judgment. Nobody should take
on so many assignments that he loses his joy in Jehovah's
service. A willing spirit is commendable, but willingness
must also reflect modesty and "soundness of mind." (Ti-
tus 2:12; Revelation 3:15, 16)— 12/1, page 28.

O How may the challenge of parenting be met?
God counsels parents to be examples, companions, com-
municators, and teachers. (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7)— 12/1,
page 32.
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Indicating date of issue in which article appears

BIBLE

Help Us Today? 11/15
Interpretation— By Whose Influence? 8/1
Jerome— Pioneer in Translation, 1/1
Milestone for Lovers of God’s Word (New

World Translation), 10/15
Trust Bible Prophecy, 7/15
Words of Wisdom for Today, 4/1

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES
Benefiting From “Grain of Heaven,” 8/15
“Bless Jehovah, O My Soul,” 5/15
Broaden Your Viewpoint? 6/15
Chri/sltisan Congregation— Strengthening Aid,

Communication— Key to Good Marriage,
7/15

Discouragement, 11/15

Do Not Let Your Strength Become Your
Weakness, 12/1

Fortified to Say No, 10/1

Gain Wisdom, Accept Discipline, 9/15

Humility, 2/1

Keep Anger From Stumbling You, 8/15

Large Families United in God'’s Service, 2/15

Learning Excelling Way of Love, 10/15

Not Overcome by Anxiety, 3/15

Offering Acceptable Sacrifices, 2/1

Others Accept Your Counsel? 1/15

Peer Pressure, 8/1

Read With Your Children, 5/1

Recognize and Overcome Spiritual
Weakness, 4/15

Show Yourself Thankful, 4/15

Stepfamilies Can Succeed, 3/1

Successful Marriage, 2/15

Who Molds Your Thinking? 4/1

Why Keep Your Promises? 9/15

JEHOVAH
“Jehovah Himself Gives Wisdom,” 11/15
“Jehovah” or “Yahweh”? 2/1
Name Restored, 3/1
Name Uttered in Israel, 7/1
Not Slow, 6/1
Work in “Crooked” Ways? 5/1

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

Authorities Praise, 4/1
Dedication of Watchtower Educational

Center, 11/15
‘Fires of Curiosity’ (Creator book), 6/15
Fruitful Land of the Venda, 5/1
Gilead Graduations, 6/1,12/15
“God's Prophetic Word” Conventions, 2/15
“God’'s Way of Life” Conventions, 1/15
‘Happy Husband of Charming Wife,’ 9/1
Higt/ciréc Visit Makes Island Rejoice (Cuba),

Love Toward Those ‘Related in Faith’ (Chile
disasters), 6/15

“My Visit to the Kingdom Hall,” 11/15

Namibia, 7/15

Peace in Troubled Land (Northern Ireland),
12/15

St. Helena, 2/1
Serve in Foreign Field? 10/15
Wtﬁr]lGenerosity Abounds (contributions),

“You Have Changed My Impression,” 9/15

JESUS CHRIST
Greatest Man Performs Humble Service, 3/1
How Jesus Can Change Your Life, 7/1
Last Day of Human Life, 3/15

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
2/1,4/1,6/1,8/1,12/1

LIFE STORIES
From Extreme Poverty to Riches
(M. Almeida), 7/1
Giving Jehovah What He Deserves
(T. Vasiliou), 10/1
Gladly Accepting Jehovah's Direction
(U. Glass), 8/1
He Helped Spread Light (L. Barry), 10/1
In Search of Paradise (P. Stisi), 4/1
Jehovah a God of Loving-Kindness
(J. Andronikos), 11/1
Jehovah Has Been My Crag
(E. Lionoudakis), 9/1
Keeping My Promise to Serve God
(F. Gudlikies), 6/1
Over 40 Years Under Ban
(M. V. Savitskii), 3/1
Parents Taught Us to Love God (E. Tracy),
12/1
Rejoicing Despite Trials (G. Scipio), 2/1
“Workman With Nothing to Be Ashamed Of”
(A Soppa), /1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES
Anchored by Hope, Impelled by Love, 7/15
Appreciating “Gifts in Men,” 6/1
Are You Fulfilling Your Whole Obligation to

God? 11/15
Are /Your Prayers “Prepared as Incense”?
1/15

“A Time for Peace” Is at Hand! 10/1
Be Happy Readers of Book of Revelation,
12/1

Benefits From Loving God’'s Word, 11/1

Be the Sort That Have Faith, 12/15

Be Vigilant and Be Diligent! 5/1

Chzri/ités Ransom- God’'s Way of Salvation,

Creator Can Add Meaning to Your Life, 6/15

Does Jehovah Ask Too Much of Us? 9/15

Do You Have Faith Like Abraham’s? 1/1

Families, Praise God as Part of
Congregation, 7/1

“For Everything There Is an Appointed
Time,” 10/1

Forgive From Your Heart, 10/15

“Gifts in Men” to Care for Jehovah's
Sheep, 6/1

“Gird Yourselves With Lowliness of
Mind,” 8/1

“Glad Tidings” From Apocalypse, 12/1

Great Potter and His Work, 2/1

Hap/py That Jehovah Shows Us His Way,
5/15

Helping People Draw Close to Jehovah, 7/15

How Much Do You Love God's Word? 11/1

Is Everlasting Life Really Possible? 4/15

Jehovah Prepares the Way, 8/15

Jehovah'’s Blessing on Our “Land,” 3/1

Keep On Walking in Jehovah's Way, 5/15

“Let the Reader Use Discernment,” 5/1

Life After Death— What Does the Bible
Say? 4/1

Life After Death— What Do People
Believe? 4/1

Lift Up Loyal Hands in Prayer, 1/15

Living by Faith in God's Promises, 8/15

“Make Your Hearts Firm,” 1/1

Make Your Life Successfull 9/1

Never Shrink Back to Destruction! 12/15

Only Way to Everlasting Life, 4/15

Our Treasure in Earthen Vessels, 2/1

Parents, What Does Your Example
Teach? 7/1

Pay Constant Attention to Your Teaching,
3/15

Regularly Study God’'s Word as a

Family, 7/1
Remember Your Grand Creator! 11/15
“Set Your Heart Upon” God's Temple! 3/1
Show Honor to Others, 8/1
Teg/cPSWith Insight and Persuasiveness,

“These Things Must Take Place,” 5/1

“The Temple” and “the Chieftain” Today, 3/1
Way of Love Never Fails, 2/15

What Does Jehovah Ask of Us Today? 9/15
You Can Endure to the End, 10/1

You May Gain Your Brother, 10/15

Your Creator— Learn What He Is Like, 6/15
Youths— Resist the Spirit of the World, 9/1
Youths— Train Your Perceptive Powers! 9/1

MISCELLANEOUS
Anyone Really Care? 9/15
Apocalypse— Feared or Hoped For? 12/1
Baal Worship, 4/1
Building on Pagan Foundations, 3/15
Christmas in the Orient, 12/15
Collegiants, 4/15
‘Dark-Haired Mistress of Syrian Wild’
(Zenobia), 1/15
Devil Make Us Sick? 9/1
Divine Riddles, 10/1
Equality, 8/1
Everyone Will Be Free, 5/1
Greek Philosophy Enrich Christianity? 8/15
How Long Can We Live? 4/15
“In Dangers at Sea,” 3/15
Love Life, 8/15
Millennium That Matters, 11/1
Mount Athos— “Holy Mountain”? 12/1
Oral Law (Judaism), 1/15
Paul’s Fellow Workers, 6/1
Philip— Zealous Evangelizer, 7/15
Price of Pride, 2/1
Quest for Longer Life, 10/15
Racism and Religion, 8/1
Rashi— Influential Bible Commentator, 3/15
Real Help for the Family, 1/1
“Salt Loses Its Strength,” 8/15
Saul (Paul), 5/15,6/15
Silas— Source of Encouragement, 2/15
Spend Time With Your Family, 5/15
Struggling Over a “Holy” Site, 2/15
Time and Eternity, 6/1
Timothy— “Genuine Child in the Faith,” 9/15
2000— A Marked Year? 11/1
Vandalism, 6/15
Why So Little Time? 10/1

QUESTIONS FROM READERS
Emﬁ)loyment involving religious property,
4/15

Engagement, 8/15

‘Marking’ (2Th 3:14), 7/15
Sterilization as birth control, 6/15
Voting, 11/1

THEY DID JEHOVAH'S WILL

Act of Forgiveness (Joseph), 1/1

Greatest Man Performs Humble Service
(Jesus), 3/1

Mary Chooses “the Good Portion,” 9/1

Paul Triumphs Over Adversity, 5/1

Visit Richly Rewarded (Queen of Sheba), 7/1

Voluntary Offering to Advance Pure
Worship, 11/1
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How Can We
Wake Up
OQur Parishes?"

HAT question, recently asked by the French

Catholic magazine rFamille chretienne

(Qrristian Farily), coves as o supise to
mary. Britain's Cardinal Hure even called dudch
parishes "degping giants"" Parishrtbesed groups
thet preach to athers have been proposed as a
way of stopping the dunber. "Direct evangeliza-
tion with new methods,”" an Italian priest cdls it
While the pope recently encouraged such initia-
tives ot al s the need to drare their faith.

Hg Pain, a auate in Milan, recently visited
Africa, where a nuntdd him "'I've been here for
40 years, ad I've suooeeded in never pronounc-
ing the nae of JesLs 0 as ot to destroy African
cuture” The cuate conduces: "™We o longer
Speek about Jeas we 1o longer share Jesls we
ro longer preach the gospal!™ For many others,
though, preaching is an inportant part of their
lives and a way of staying spinitually aneke. Fg
Rein adhits: "'You cone aaross two people who
talk about Grigt at the market, or who carry a
Blbe uder their arm and you say to yoursdlf:
Look, Jehovalh's Witnesses!™
Millions of people enjoy disoussing God's Word

with Jehovah's Witnesses. No doubt Witnesses
have arranged for Blde dsossias in your oan
commuity. As in the fird century, these zeal-
as (ristians encourage ae ancther to dhare
their faith with athers. Their places of meeting
(called Kingdom Halls) are places of wanmth and
fiendship Why nmat attend ore of the neetings
arranged by Jehovah's Witnesses and see how
you can fight sairitudl lethargy?

w99-E 12/15



