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Why the
Apocalypse Scare?

u OR decades, Christian fundamen-

j)H talists have been prophes mg that

L. [sqmeg sort of society-wide Dreak-
down lies_just around the Corner,” notes
Damian Thompson, a religion writer, In
Time magazine. “Now, to their astonish-
ment, nof only are these scenarios being
taken seriously, but they are being circy-
lated by the very people’ who used'to ridi-
cule thém: compiter programmers, business
leaders and politicians.” He asserts that fear
of @ worldwide comﬁuter failure in the year
2000 “has turned thoroughly. secular indi-
viduals into unlikely millénarians™ who fear
the advent of disasters like “mass panic, gov-

ernment paralysis, food riots, planes crash-
Ing Into skrscrapers. _

‘Adding to the_general anxiety are the
disquieting activities of various smal| reli-
(Jnous grouBs, often termed “apocalyptic.” In
anuary 1999, in an article titled “Jerusa-
lem and the Sirens of the Apocalypse,” the
French daily Le Flgaro said: “The [Israellé
security services esfimate at over a hundre
the numbper of ‘millenarians™on or near the
Mount of Olives awaiting the parousia or the
apocalyfse.” o

The "1998 Britannica Book of the Year
contains a special report on “Doomsday
Cults.” It mentions, among others, suicice
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Medieval fears of the Apocalypse
proved to be unjustified

cuIts such s Heaven’s Gate, the People’s
em e anda he OrJer of %e Sol artp
|nr|k 0 Su%reme Truth),

th h anre the deadly poison-gas at-
tacl< nthge To%yo supwa |ny1 % knr Ifing 12
ople and lM n{gtho sands. Summing up

|s re ort, Martime art}/ é)ro Bssor of re-
1qr}on at the Upi ersrttf hicago, wrate;
e turping of the calendar page o 2000

IS msprrrng—and will almost certainly in-
spire all kings of roghecres and movemgnts

ome may become dangerous. It will be a
time that)éhould not be ?aced complacently.”

Hrstory of the Apocal se Scare
rfoca o Reve%rlon |stenameo

h st 5 in. the Bible, written towar
end 0

the

the

the prophetrc nature and hrghly symbolic

|an uage 0 thr%book & ctrve ?;foca
|c “came to e to a form of liter

ture that began lo glbefore he Bible hook

Revelatron wa tlen e mytholog-
ca symn orsmo this literature %%es bak
even beyond. Hence,

% lent Persia ari ‘
ewIs ncx opedia eak% of “the
|strnctl Bab Io |an character o 09

e mythological elements incorporated in
thrs J%wrsh a oca?Y trc]HrteratuP

Jewrsh agoca Tyﬁ]rc Irterature flourrshed
from the start of the second centur BC
to t|he emt\eoretaseonse oornt é’s?e” t\rltertrn 5, 0
%r% % olar wrote; ‘The Jews divided rﬁ
trme into two erew thls

sent
e, which |swo a e JeWs,
? aited for th %end oLt sast
are Terewst g whic ioco
W Ich was 10| 0| goodt odena
éiod Inw |c wou eace rosPerr
an hteousnﬁss was t esent
age to ecome the age Whrch IS to come? The
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the first century C.E. In view of

most of

© Clich6 Bibliothbque Nationale de France, Paris

Jews belreved that the change could nev-
erbeb roulq ht about t¥ human a%ency and,
therefore ooked forc t e direct mfe(r;v%ntron

of the coming of God was
cae The a gt the Lor a% d was to b
aterrible trrﬂe of terror and destryction an
{ gment |ch would be ebrrthpangso

he new age. All apocalyptic literature

with thesé events.”

| the Apocalypse Scare Justified?
The Bibl e book of Revelatron s eaks of
tewaro ter%reat da
erern t

i
WIC e WI|| be destroyed, followed by a

eals



thousand-year period (sometimes called the
Millennium) during which Satan will be
abyssed and Christ erld d%e humankind.
éReveIatron 16:14, 16; 20:1-2) In the Mid-
le Ages, these prophecies were misunder-
tood Dy some because Catholic “Saint™ Au-
ustrne (354-430 C. E% had stated that the
illennium began at the birth otChrrst and
would be followed bly the Last U Fr];ment
Au ustine apparentg 9ave little t ought
e time frame as the year 1
approached apprehension grew Histori-

ans disagree on the extent of this medi-
eval apocalypse scare. However widespread
]tt \évas it certainly turned out to be unjusti-

Similarly today, there are religious ang
secular fears tha the year 2000 or 2001 will

bring with it a terrifying apocalypse. But
% Aqndris the/ |?nessa e

are these fears justifie
contained mtfte Bible book of Revelation,

Apocalypse, somethrng to be feared or, on
the contrary, is it sométhing we should hope
for? Please’read on.

The Apocalypse—To Be
Feared or Hoped For?

“Apocal¥

pse IS today not merelry a biblical deprctron
It has become a very re

al possibility.”

—Javier Perez de Cuellar, former secretary-general of the United Nations.

AT U eoftheword “apocalypse” b
a lea mgi WorI? %urep reflggs thg
‘ Way mos peopeu derstand |t and

ger of annihilation with no survivors? Asked
what he thought of the Apocal Pse histori-
an Jean Delumeau, member of the Institut

See |t used in film and hook titles, magazrrte France, declared: “It is a hook of comfort

articles, and news aper reparts. It conjuesd

up visions of 3 cosmic cataclysm. But what
ey the ord anocalype el mear?
| | |
sage contarn&? In t e BrtV)Ye book named
Apocalypse or Revelation?
The ‘word “a ocalyﬁ comes from a
Greek term that means unCQVJrng
“unveiling,” What was unvelled, or re-
vealed, in"the Biblical Revelation? Was. it
exclusively a message of doom, a harbin-

hope. People have, dramatized its con-
ter(rjts by focusing on its catastrophic epi-
Sodes.

Earlg Church and the Apocalypse

How did the earIy Chrrstrans view the
Apocal yBse and the hope 1t sets forth of
the Thousand Year Rer n (Millennjum), of
Chrrst over the earth? The same historian
stated: “Christians of the first few centuries
appear to me, by and large, to have adopted
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millennialism.... Among Christians of the
early centuries who beliéved in the Millen-
nium were notably Papias, bishop. of Hierap-
olis in Asia Minar,... Saint Justin, born in
Palestine, who suffered martyrdom'in Rome
ahout 165, Saint Irenaeus, bishop, of Lyons,
who died in 202, Tertullian, who died in"222,
and ... the great writer Lactantius,”

Concerning Papias, who reportedly suf-
fered martyrdom in Pergarﬂum hn 161
or 165 CE TheCat
ple of ppeared as an advocate
of millenarianism. He claimed to have re-
ceived his doctrine from contemporaries
of the Apostles, and Irenaeus nar-
rates that other ‘Presbyter’, who
had seen and heard thé disciple
John, learned from_him the be-
lief in millenarianjsm as part
of the Lord’s doctrine. Accord-
Ing to Eusebius . . . Papias In
his book asserted that the res-
urrection of the dead would be
followed by one thousand years of
a visible, glorious earthly king-
dom of Christ.”

What does this tell us about
the effect that the book Apoca-
lypse, or Revelation, had on the
early believers? Did it inspire
fear or hope? Inte,re_stmglxl historians call
the primitive Christians chiliasts, from the
Greek words khi'li-a e'te ghousand years).
Yes, many of them were known for_bemgf
believers”in the Thousand Year Reign o
Christ, which would usher in paradise con-
ditions on earth, The only place in the Bi-
ble where the millennial Rope is specifically
mentioned is the ApocalyRse, or Revelation.
(20:1-7) So, far from frig temng believers,
the Apocalypsg gave them awon erfulhope.
In his book The Early Church and the
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olic Enc

E. _ _TheC %ndugedimot most, of the early Ch
states; ‘é?lsygﬁnPaglas of Hierapolis, a disci-  hopéd

Papias claimed to
have received the
Millennium doctrine
directly from
contemporaries of
the apostles

World, Oxford professor of church histo-
rh/ Cecil Cadoux writes: “Chiliastic views,
though eventually rejected, were widely
held in the Church for a considerable peri-
0d, being taught by some of the most high-
ly respected authors.”

0y g o

Since it is an irrefutable historic fact that
t of t ristians
in the. Millennial Reign of Christ

over a paradise earth, how did it occur
that such “chiliastic views” were “even-
tually rejected™? Some justifiable criticism
came about because, as scholar Robert
Mounce pointed out, “unfortunate-
ly, many chiliasts allowed their

Imaginations to run riot and

read into the thousand-year P_e-

riod all manner of materialis-

tic and sensuous extremes,

But these extremist views could
have been corrected without re-
ecting the true hope of the Mil-
ennium,

Surprising indeed were, the
means used to suppress. millen-
pialism by its 4 ver?arl,es. Tp]e
Dictionndire de Theologie Cath-

_ ollque says of Roman churchman
Caius. (end of second century, begmmnP
of third) that “in order to conquer mil-
lennialism, he unequivocally denied the au-
thenticity of the Apocalypse LReve_Iauon]
and of the Gospel of St. John,” This Diction-
naire further states that Dionysius, third-
century bishop of Alexandria, wrote a trea-
tise against millennialism that “in order to
Frevent those who adhered to this opinion
rom basing their belief on the Apocalypse
of Saint John, did not hesitate to deny its
authenticity.” Such virulent opposition to



the hoPe of millennial blessings
on earth evinces a subtle Influ-

ence that was at work among
theologians at that time.

In hﬁ book The Pursurt of
theMr ennrum Professor Nor-
man Cohn writes: “The third
century. Saw, the First attempiio . o smonce
drscre it millenarianism, when

Tertullian believed in

srx thousand years of history, is
Ne whole o etera life.” The
ew ncyco ce la
ca states: “Augustine’s allegori-
cal millennialism became the of-
ficial doctrine of the church .
The Protestant Reformers of the
.. Lutheran, Calvinist, and Angli-
cantraditions.., remained firm-

Origen, perhaps the MOSE IN- opranatian Dellev: reign 1Y attached to the views of Au-

fluential ‘of all the theologians
of.the ancient Church, be%an to present the
Krngdomasaneventwhrc would take place
notn space or time but only in the souls
of believers.” Relying on Greek philosophy
rather than on thé Bible, Orrqen diluted the
wonderful hope of earthly blessings under
the Messianic Kingdom into an incompre-
hensible “event ... in the souls of belrev
ers.” Catholic author Leon Gry Wrote
predomrnant influence of Greek phil oso[o
?ra duall dy brought about the downfa of
Chifiastic ideas

“Th Church
Lost Is essage oltjﬁoh')

Augustine was undoubtedl the Church
Father who did the most to fuse Greek phi-
losophy with what was by his trme only
a semblance of Christianity,
tially an ardent advocate of mrIIe
narianism, he eventually rejected
any Idea of a future Millennial
Reign of Christ over the earth.
He qave Revelation chapter 20
ana Iegorrcal twrst

The Catholic Enc gclorr])edra
Says: “Audustrne ndl
the convictionthat there willbe no
millennium __ Thefirst resurrec-
tion, of whicithis chaﬁter treats,
he tells us, refers to the spiritu-
al rebirth in baptism; the sabbath
of one thousand years after the

“By repudiating his
initial faith in the
thousand-year reign,
[Augusf/ne] caused
incalculable damage
to the Church"

gustine.” Thus, the members of
Christendor’s churches were deprived of the
millennial hope.

Moreover, accordrnr%] to Swiss theoIo an
Frederic de Rougemontt, “by repudiating his
|n|t|aI faith In"the. thousand-year reign,

u ustrne caused incalculable” damage™to

hurch, With the immense authority of
|s name e sanctioned an errgr that de-
rived Jthe huch ot its early ideal
erman theologian Adolf Harndck con-
curred that the rej(ectron of belief in the
l\{lrlelerrrnrurr(r) rde rive rtrhee r%r%momon Peeolglce r?f
| und |
“the o?d%art h and the old hopes” \Rnth g
faith they could, not understand " Today’s
empty churches in many lands are eloquént
Proof that people need"a faith and a hope
hey can understand

his hook HrrTrhlr%hts of the
ook of ReveIat on, Bible scholar
George Beasley- Murray wrote:

Largely owing to the immense

inflience of Augustine on the

ong hand and the espousal of

millenarianism by the sects on
the other, Catholics and Prot-
estants have united in reject-
Ing It. When asked what alterna-
tive hope they have for man jn
this world thé official answer is:
None at all. The world will b de-
stroyed at the advent of Christ to
give place to an eternal heaven
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and hell in which history will be forgotten.
.. The church has lost its message ofhope.”

The Wono\ergdllﬁﬂ callypse Hope

For their part Jehovahs Witnesses are
convinced that the wonderful promises in
copnection wjth the Millennium will be ful-
filled. Interviewed on a French television
program on the theme “Year 2000: Fear

of the Apocalypse,” French historian Jean
Delumeau stated: “Jehovah’s Witnesses.are
foIIowm exactly the line of millengrian-
ism, for th gsa y that soon ... we will en-
ter—admitt dIy, through catacl ysms—a pe-
riod of 1,000 years of happiness.”

This is just what the apostle John sawin a

8 THE WATCHTOWER- DECEMBER 1, 1999

vision and described in his book Apocalgg
or Revelation. He wrote: “ savvanevv V-
en and a new earth ... With that [ 'heard a
loud voice from the throne say: ‘Look! The
tent of God ISWI'[h manking and he will re-
side with them, and they will be his peoples.
And God hlrnselfwtdl he W|thtthem And he
| every tear from their eyes, an
deawpe%e no more, ne? ther Wwymourn
?nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The
former things have passed away.”"—Revela-
tion 21:1, 374,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, are enﬂa?ed in a
worldwide B|ble educational work 1o enab e
as man1y peopeas ossible to embrace this

ne happy to help you to
Iearn mor about|t Py P



“Glad tidings” from

the

“ sawanother angelfly

everlasting good news to dec

well on the earth.

Witnesses, are not an
“apocalyptic sect” or
“doomsday cult.”
The do however
accep tthe
alypse or book of
Revelation, as part
of the ingpired Word
of God. True, Revelation
does contain [Judgment mes-
sages against the, wicked. But
in the|r ublic wﬂnessmg God’s
servants fo ousmaln ly ont ewonderfulhoR
set out in the Bible; including that in t
OFoca ypse or Revelatlon Thus, they do not
d to or take anything away from the pro-
Rget{é: words found therein.—Revelation 22:

ONTRARY to the ac-
( : cusations against
them, Jehovah's

Heralds of Glad Tidings

An often cited Scnﬁtural basis for the and people.”

E)Ubllc ministry of Jehova 's Witnesses i
esus’ statement: good news of the
modom will Pe herald d in all the In-
bited earth for a witness to all the na-
tions; and then the end will come.” (Mat

1.. While e oV hsWﬂnesies belley]e in the i
%%tratlo n of the hook A gcaypse W yaret

tarh apoca 8/ tic sec
at are some scriptures tt}]at Jehov&l; s Wit-
nesses often use In théir preaching wor

Apocalypse

ing in midheaven, and he had
are as glad tldlngs to those who

REVELATION 14:6.

thew 24:14 footnote) And
what js “this good news
of the kingdom™? Many
Witnesses would an-
swer by quotmg Vers-
es from' Revélation
chaﬁters 20 and
21 that refer to the
Thousand Year Reign
of Christ and his King-
dom government and the
human™ society, where
death, mourning,” and pain
20V\élll be * no more. —Revelatlon
3 As heralds of these %]ad tldlngs Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses are really the moutfipiece
of a_symbolic heavenly messenger whoge
mission is also described in Revelation. |
Saw anotherange flying in mldheaven and
he had everlasting goo news,to declare as
glad tidings to those who dwell onthe earth,
and to every nation and tribe and tongue
(Revelation 14:6) The “ever-
Iastlnq good news” includes the announce-
ment that ‘the klngdom of,. rulership] of
the world has “become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ” and that Jehovah’s
“appointed time” has come “to hring to ruin
those ruining the earth.” (Revelation 11:15,
17, 18) s that not truly good news?

jehovawhWEseséggs %gesretstﬁ% r%bhc ministry of

THE WATCHTOWER- DECEMBER 1, 1999 9



What Revelation Holds for Us
4The opening chapter of the ook of Rey-
elation presents Jehovah as “the Alpha and
the Omega, ... the One who is and who
was and who is coming, the Alm| %hty
And 1t presents his Son, Jesus Christ,
as “the Faithful Wrtness " “the first-
born from the dead,” and “the Ruler of
the kings of the earth " |t also speaks
of Jesus as “nim that loves us and
that loosed us from our sins by means
of his own blood.” (Revelation 15, 8)
Thus, from the outset, Revelation' ex-
pounds fundamental life- savrng truths.

Those who dwell on the earth” will not
benefit from the glad trdrngs brought to
them unless they recognize the sovereignty
of Jehovah, putfaith In the shed blood of

Jesus, and believe that Jehovah resurrect-
ed him and_that Christ is now earth’s God-
pgornted Ruler.—Psalm 2:6-8.

The next two chapters depict Christ Je-
sus as the_loving heavenly Overseer of the
congregations Of his disciples on earth.

The scioll addressed to a selection. of sev-
en Christian_congregations that existed in
Asia Minor in the first century C.E. con-
tained, encouragement and firm counsel
that still apply today. The messages sent to
the congre?atrons usua Ig begin Wrt such
words 85 “T know your deeds” or | know

our tribulation.” (Revelatron 2:2, 9 Yes,

hrrst knew exactly What Was goi I-? on in
the congre%atr?ns of his disc fn com-
mended’ some o therr Iov arth Ia orin
the ministry, endurance, and faithfulness to
his name and word. Qthers he reproved be-
cause they had let their love for Jehovah and
his Son cool off, or they had Iapsed Into sex-

4 men re outlrne
%P eve tron rs re u e
ewEowrs {0 nefrt omt I%Ia rns

what role 1s Christ depicted apte
and% aFseveatron P P
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TheKing Jesus Christ will completely rid the
earth of war, famine, and death

ual immorality, idolatry, or apostate sectar-
lanism.

6Chapter 4 provides an awe-inspiring vi-
sion of the heavenly throne of Jehovah God.
It offers a glimpse of the glory of Jehovah’s
Presence and of the heavenly ruling struc-
ure he will use. The crowned rulers, whose
thrones encircle the central throne of the
universe, do obeisance to Jehovah and pro-
claim: “You_are worthy, Jehovah, even our
God, to recejve the glory and the honor and
the power, because you created all things
and hecause of your will they existed and
were created.”—Revelation 4:11,

7Does this mean something to people to-

Wh h h 4
ﬁelgr gt rjtgetso tu ne dg}grgrrrl dr)er:orded in chapter

ogs gtel summon earth’s in-
WIA IS an Important part
our e catrona



day? It certainly does. If they want life
under the Millennial Kingdom, they must
heed what the “angel flying in midheav-
en” proclaims: “Fear God‘and give him glo-
ry, because the hour of the judgment by
him has arrived.” (Revelation 14'5, 7) One
of the main purposes of the Bible educa-
tional work carried out by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses is to help “those who dwell on the
earth” to know and worship Jehovah, recog-
nize_his Creatorship, and willingly submit
to his righteous sovereignty.

The Lamb Worthy of Honor

8The following two chapters, 5 and 6,
Present Jesus Christ as a Lamb found wor-
hy to.open a scroll with seven seals, thus
revealing in symbolic Iancguage the events
occurring. in our day. (Compare John 1.
29.) To this symbolic’Lamb, heavenly voic-
es say: “You are worthy to take the scroll
and gpen its seals, because you were slaugh-
tered and with your blood you bought per-
sons for God oyt of every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, and You magde them
to he a kingdom and E_rlests 0 our God, and
they are t0 rule as kings, quer the earth.”
(Revelation 5:9,10) This vision teaches that
on the basis of Christ’s shed blood, cer-
tain hymans of all orlgms are called to be
with him in heaven and “rule as kln?s over
the earth,” (Compare Revelation I'5, 6.)
Their limited number is revealed later in
Revelation. o

91n another vision, Christ is Rresented_ as
the crowned rider of a white horse, going
forth “conquering and to complete his con-
quest.” Happily, fie will conquer the evil ef-
fects symbolized by the three other horse-

BB AT
tidings tearn from this vision?
9. How is Christ presented in chapter 6?

men of the Apocalypse, whose furious ride
has brought war, famine, and death to man-
kind since the pivotal year 1914, (Revelation
6;1-8) The unique role of Christ, the Lamb
of God, in the salvation of mankind and
in the outworking of Jehovah’s wonderful
Purpo_ses IS 2 prmmﬂal theme of the Bible-
eaching work of Jenovah’s Witnesses.

DChapter 7 contains glad tidings indeed.
Only in the book of Revelation do we find
the number of those whom Jesus called the
“little flock” to whom the Lamb’s Father

ves the Km(r]dom. J(Luke 12:32; 22:28-30)
hese are sealed by Jehovah God by means
of his spirit. (2 Corinthians 1:21, °22) The
aPostIe John, who received the Revelation,
attests: “| heard the number of those who
were sealed, a hundred and forty-four thou-
sand.” (Revelation 7:4) This preCise number
is confirmed in a later chapter as being the
otal of those “bought from amonﬁ man-
kind” to rule with the Lamb on the Reaven-
K Mount Zion. (Revelation 14:1-4) While
the churches of Christendom gwe_ vague
and unconvincing explanations ot this num-
her, interestin I_}/, Bible scholar E. W. Bul-
inger says of it: “It is the simple state-
ment of fact: a definite number in contrast
Wh|thtthe” Indefinite number in this very
chapter.

U Towhat indefinite number was Bulling-
er referrm?? In verse 9, the apostle Johin
wrote: “After these things | saw, and, |ook!
a great crowd, which no man was able t0
number, out of all nations and tribes and
peoples and tongues.” (Revelation 7,9) Who
compose this great crowd, what is their

ﬂﬁ'cﬁ?gtvevrh% (3§ i GRSl S
who receive th mgdom. .
Idings are to be found in

. ;1 0
it e A ot Bt
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Present standing hefore God, and what does
he future hold for them? The aRocaIyP-
tic answer s good news for earth dwell
ers. We read: “These are the ones that come
out of the great tribulation, and they have
washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.” Thr,ough faith in
Christ’s shed blood, they will be protect-
ed _durmg “the great tribylation.” Christ
“ill guide them to_fountains of waters of
life, And God will wipe out every tear from
their eyes.” (Revelation 7:14-17) Yes, mil-
lions of peaple living today can become part
of the innumerable crowd that will survive
the end of the present wicked system of
things. As subjects of the King Jesds Christ
du_rlng his, Millennial Reign,” they will be
(I]m ed by him to everlasting life on earth.
s that not good news?

“His Judgqments Ar
True anggﬁ]lgﬂteouse’ _
DChapters 8 to 19 are IargeI%/ responsi-
ble for the reputation that the hook Apoc-
alypse, or Revelation, has of being a book
foretelling terrl_f}/_mg catastrophés. They
contain hard-hitting’ judgment messages
(symbolized by trumpet "blasts, plagues
anid_bowls of divine anger) directed against
various_elements of Satan’s systém of
things. These #udgments_ will be executed,
first”against falsg religion (“Babylon the
Great”), then agi_alnst the undodly political
sYst_ems symholized by wild beasts.—Rev-
elation 1371, 2: 175-7,°15, 16* _
BThese chapters portray the cleansing
of the heavens, with Satan"and his demons

A

oclety 0 I,

e dis y such prophecies:
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being cast down to the vicinity of the earth.
This provides the only logical explanation
for the unprecedented world distress since
1914. (Revelation 12:7-12) They also de-
scribe, in symbolic language, the destruc-
tion of Satan’s wicked System of things on
earth, éReveIann 19:19-21) Should honest-
hearted people be shocked by such dramat-
ic events? No, for during the execution of
God’s judgments, a heavenly host cries out;
“Praise Jah, you people! The salvation and
the glory and the power belong to our God,
because”his jud?_ments are true and righ-
teous.”"—Revelation 191, 2.

WJehovah will not bring in a righteous
s¥stem of things without ridding the earth
of those who are rumm% it. (Revelation 11.
17, 18; 19:11-16: 20:1, %However, no hu-
man or political state has the authority
or the power to accomplish this. Only Jé-
hovah and his appointed King and Judge,
Christ Jesus, can do this in righteousness.
—2 Thessalonians 1:69.

HAs the Apocalypse quite clearly shows,
Jehovah purposes™to bring an end to the
Bresent wicked system. This fact should
e a cause for rejoicing for men and wom-
en who “are sighing and groaning over all
the detestable things that are being done.”
(Ezekiel 9:4) This™ should impress upon
them the urgent need to heed the call made
by the anglgl with the glad tldln%S, who
declared: “Fear God . . ."because the hour
of the judgment by him has arrived, and
so worship the One who made_the heaven
and the earth.” (Revelation 14:7?7 May such
people worship and serve Jehovah alongside

My & é*n‘%wbewl'b”r i e fiﬁhﬁ pecen
Bess.&lase erho.u a.t |% gart 0¥ Qﬁ eAaP%C (f%%se

pFe,’?l rejoicing for honesthearted peo-



his Witnesses, “who ohserve the command-
ments of God and have the work of bearing
witness to Jesus.”—Revelation 12:17.

The Glorious Millennial Reign

16Chapters 20 to 22 of the hook of Rev-
elation contain the Scriptural basis for
hope in the Millennium. This is the only
Part of the Bible that actuaI!Y mentions a
housand-year period that will be the pre-
|ude to an etermt)gr of happiness in heav-
en and on earth. The churches of Chris-
tendom have rejected the Millennial hope.
Since church dogma has it that the righ-
teous go to heaven and the wicked to hell,
it hasno place for a paradise earth. The
model prayer, which asks that God’s “will
be done on'earth as it is in heaven,” has lost
all meaning for most members of Christen-
dom’s churches. gMatthew 6:10, New Inter-
national Version) But that is not true of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. They firmly believe
that Jehovah God did not'make the earth
“for nothing,” but “to be inhabited.” (Isaiah
45:12,18) Thus, ancient prophecy, the mod-
el prayer, and the apocalyptic _ho]ge of the
Millennium all agree.,DurmF his Thousand
Year Re,ugn, Christ will see fo it that Jeho-
vah’swill'is done on earth, even as it is done
in heaven. _
. I7'The term_ “thousand years” occurs six
times in the first seven verses of Revelation
chapter 20. Noteworthy is the fact that it
is used four times with the definite arti-
cle “the,” showing that it refers to a liter-
al millennium, not just to an unsReplfled
long period of time, as many of Christen-

ol T

nesses, helieve that the motel prayer

e answered?
17. What mdlcz?tes af “the thousand years”

are to be taken literally?

dom’s commentators would have us helieve.
What will take place during the Millen-
nium? First, Satan is neutralized for the
entire period. (Revelation 20:1-3; compare
Hebrews 2:14.) What good news that is!

B Since “power of Jud%mg” IS gn_/en to
those who “rule as kings with him [Christ]
for the thousand years,” this period s, in
fact, a thousand-year “day” of judgment.
Revelation 20:4,°6; compare Acts 17:31,;

Peter 3:8) The dead will be resurrect-
ed and, together with the survivors of “the
great tribdlation,” will be judged equitabl
accordm?, to their deeds, or ‘actions, dur-
ing that time. (Revelation 20:12,13) At the
end of the thousand years, Satan will be re-
|eased briefly in order to submit mankind
to a final test after which he, his demons,
and any rebels on earth who follow him
will be destroyed forever. (Revelation 20:7-
10) Humans who pass the test will have
their names written indelibly in “the book
of life” and will be ushered into an eternity

B Ty Wi o
ena’of the thousand Vears’

Points for Review

O What fundamental truths found in
Revelation chapters 4 to 6 form an
important part of the glad tidings?

O What glad tidings are to be found in
Revelation chapter 7?

O Why should honesthearted people
not be disturbed by the messages of
judgment found in Revelation?

O Inwhat ways will the Millennium be
a "day" of judgment?
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of happy life, serving and Worshi?_ing Jeho-  “The One seated on the throne said: ‘Look!
vah on & paradise earth.—Revelation 20:14, | am making all things new.” Also, he, sa%/s:
15; Psalm 37:9, 29; Isaiah 66:22, 23. . Write, becquse these words are faithful
19 Such are the glad tidings set forth ingnd true.™ (Revelation 21:5) What must we
the Apocalypse. They are not émpty man- 00 fo share In the fulfillment of these glad
made promises. The apostle Johin"wrote: ~ tidings? The book of Revelation confains
uch counsel for those who want to please

m
19, F@% Wh\(tﬂan W-elg sure that the wonderful — God, Following such counsel will bring us
[opiices set forth In -%H } Releaton i houndless haginess now and foreverg as
stePe| ﬁ?ﬁdif%”f[z)?l%;[lvlfﬁz\ 'a@mhm T 2 o the next artic%) will show. ’

Be happy readers of the
book of Revelation

‘H aﬁpy IS hewho reads aloud and those who hear the words of
this prophecyand who observe the things written in it.
—REVELATION 1:3

QCT JOHN .. . came to be in the isle
that is called Patmos for S_Peakmg
JL_about God and bearing witness {0
Jesus.” (Revelation 1:9) Such were the cir-
cumstances inwhich the apostle John wrote
the book Apacalypse, or Revelation. It Is
thought that he was exiled to Patmos dur-
mg the rule of Roman Emperor Domitian
(81-9 CE.), who enforced emperor wor-
ship and became_a persecutor of Chris-
tians. While on Patmos, John received a
series of visions that he put down in writ-
Ing. He related them, not to scare the ear-
ly"Christians, but to strengthen, comfort,
and encourage them in viéw of the trials

. In what circumstances. did the apostle John
1l|nd hlmseﬁf when ﬁe Wrote .llgevefatlgn, an ?or
Wpﬁ}nggrpose were these visions put down In
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they were under%oinlg and those that la
%P)e%%.—Acts 28:22; Revelation 1.4; 2:3, 9,

2 The circumstances in which this Bible
hook was written are very significant for
Christians living today. John"was under-
gom% persecution because he was a wit-
Ness for Jehovah and His Son, Christ Jesus.

He and his fellow Christians were living
In a climate of hostility because, while eqi-
deavoring to be good Citizens, they could
not practice emperor worship. (Luk 4:82, In
some countries, true Christians, today find
themselves in a 3|H1|Iar situation, where
the State assumes the right to define what
IS “religiously correct.” How comforting,
%Ho\olvh hlﬁii:ttri]gng Iltgﬁirgl ?hler}n\évei]\l/cef% 6]]p Pr?tear%(sjt %S
ristians iving today?



Happy are those who recognize
the Source of the glad tidings

therefore, are the words found in the intro-
duction to the book of Revelation: “HappY 1S
he Who reads anud and those who hear the
Wor sof this pro ec¥ and who observe the
thing swrlttenl or the appointed time
1S near " (Revel at|0n 1:3) Yes, attentive and
obedient readers of Revélation can find true
ha gplness and many blessings.

Wha is the ultimate Source of the Reve-

Iatlon and what channel IS used to transmit
It? The opening verse tells us: “A revelat|on
bK Jesus Christ, which God ?ave him, to

show his flaves th thn%s tl} st short-
ly take?ace And he_sent ort |shan gel
and presented it In SI%}HS th roug im "t
his slave John.” (Revelation 1:1)"To put It
simply, the actual Source of the Revelation
Is Jelfovah God, who gave It to Jesus, and

3. W;ao is the Source of the Revelation made to
ohn’

by means of an angel, Jesus communicated
It to John. A little Turther scrutiny reveals
that Jesus also used the holy spirit to con-
vey messages to the congrelgatmns and to
give John visions.—Revelation 2
1,29, 3613 22: 42 17:3; 21:10; com
pare Acts 2:33.

4 Jehovah still uses his Son, the

“head of the congregation,” to teach
his servants on earth. (Ephesians 5:
23 Isaiah 54:13; John 6:45) Jehovah
also uses his sglrlt to instruct his peo-

ple, . (John 15:26; 1 Corinthians
And just as Jesus used. “his slave John
to communicate sustaining spiritual food
to the first-century conaregaﬂons 50 to-
day he uses “the faithtul”and discreet
slave,” made up of his anointed “brothers”
on earth, to give his domestics and their
compamons spiritual “food at the proper
time.” (Matthew 24:45-47; 25:40) Happy are
those who recognize the Source of the aood
gifts’we receive in the way of spiritual Tood
and the channel He is using.—James L:17.

Christ-Directed Congregations
5 In the opening chapters of Revelation,
Christian congregations are likened to
lampstands. Theiroverseers are likened to
angels gmessen ers) and to stars, (Revela-
tion 1:20)* Speaking of himself, Christ told
John to write; “These are the things that
e says who holds the seven stars”in his
right "hand, he who walks in the midst of
the seven golden fampstands.” (Revelation
2:1) The séven messages sent to the seven

* Spp Revelatlzan—lts Grand Climax At Hand!,
pages 28-9, 136 (footnote).

4 ?vtl]aat meaps does Jﬁt;ovah still use today to

IS peqple on ea
To what r 5st n congre at s and
verseers likene uman

|m£)e)r ection, what will con r| i to our appi-
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Asian congregations show that in the first
century CE.,"the congregations and their
elders "had their strong points and their
weak points. The same is true today. We
will, therefore, be much ha R|_er If we never
|ose sight of the fact that Christ, our Head,
IS in the midst of the congregations. He
knows exactly what is going on. The over-
seers are symbolically “in His right hand,”
that is, under his control and direction and
answerable to him for the way theg shep-
herd the congregations.—Acts 20:28; He-
brews 13:17.

6  We would, however, be deceiving our-

selves if we thought that only the overseers
are answerable to Christ for their deeds. In
one of his messaﬂes, Christ said: “All the
congregations will know that | am he who
searches the kidneys and hearts, and | will
8IV€ to you indivi uall§ according to your

eeds.” (Revelation 2:23) This is at orice a
Warmn? and an encouragement—a warn-
ing that Christ knows our deep-seated mo-
tives, an encouragement because it assures
us that Christ is aware of our efforts and
will bless us if we do what we can.—Mark
14:6-9; Luke 21:3, 4.

6. What shows that the_overseers are not the
only ones answeratt]) eto ?Zhnst?

In Our Next Issue

Christmas— Why Even in the Orient?

Finding Real Peace in
a Troubled Land

Let Us Be the Sort That Have Faith
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TChrist’s message to the congregation in
the Lydian CI'[_)( of Philadelphia’confains no
reproof, but it does make a promise that
should be of the greatest interest to us.
“Because you kept'the word about my en-
durance, I'will also keep you from the hour
of test, which is to come upon the whole
inhabited earth, to put a test upon those
dwelling on the earth.” (Revelation 3:10)
The Greek for “kept the word about my en-
durance” can also mean “kept what I"said
about endurance.” Verse 8 suggests that
the Christians in Philadelphia niat only had
obeyed Christ’s commands but had followed
his counsel to endure faithfully themselves.
—Matthew 10:22; Luke 21:19.

8Jesus added that he would keep them
from “the hour of test.” Just what that
meant for those Christians back there, we
do not know. Althou?_h there was a brief re-
spite in the persecution after the death of

omitian in"96 C.E., a new wave of perse-
cution began under Trajan (98-117 CE),
doubtless Dringing further trials. But the
major “hour of teSt” occurs in “the Lord’s
day” during “the time of the end,” where
we now are. (Revelation 1:10; Daniel 12:4)
Spirit-anointed Christians went through a
particular time of testln% during and”im-
mediately following World War . Yet, “the
hour of test” is still on. It affects “the
whole inhabited earth,” including the mil-
lions making up the great crowd, who hope
to survive the Igreat tribulation. (Revelation

10; 7.9, 14) | apBy we will be If we ‘keep
what Jesus Said about endurance,” namely:
He that has endured to the end Is the one
that will be saved."—Matthew 24:13.
i B
. LomIsSe aIn . JesUS make to the Enij-
7 -
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ubmission
to J_E'ﬁBBXth overeignty

.9The vision of Jehovah’s throne and of
his heavenIX court given in chapters 4 and
5 of Revelation shotld fill us with awe. We
should be impressed by the heartfelt ex-
Rressmns of praise uttered by the powerfyl

eavenly creatures as they joyfully submit
to Jehovah’s righteous sovere|?ntg. %Reve-
lation 4:8-11) Our voices should be heard
among those that sa¥: “To the One sitting
ontheé'throne and to the Lamb be the bless-
ing and the honor and the glory and the
mlﬁht forever and ever."—Revelation 5:13.
~DIna Practlcal_ way this means our be-
mP oyfully submissive to Jehovah’s will in
all things. The apostle Paul wrote: “What-
ever it 1S that you do in word or in work
do everxthmg in_the name of the Lord
Jesus, thanking God the Father through
him.” (Colossians 3:17)‘ Our reading of Reév-
elation will make us truly happy 1f we in
the innermost recesses of our minds and
hearts, reco?nlze Jehovah’s sovereignty and
take his will into account in every dspéct of
our lives. .

. Joyful submission to Jehovah’s sover-
eignty’is the basis for happiness on a per-
sonal”level and on a universal level. Soon
a symbolic %reat earthquake will shake
Satan’s world system to its very founda-
tions and destroy it. There will b no place
of refuge for himans who, refuse to sub-
mit to Christ’s heavenly Kingdom govern-
ment, re resentm% God’s legitimate dom-
ination. The prop ec%/ states: “The klngs
of the earth and the fop-ranking ones afd

Ing 0 ute’to our happiness’

1,12, (a), How will §a n' earﬁhl ?s m pe
ey e i

b QL s e o
evelation contri r

the military commanders and the rich and
the strong ‘ones and every slave and every
free person hid themselves in the caves
and in the rock-masses of the mountains,
And they keep saying to the mountains and
to the rock-masses; “Fall over us and hide
us from the face of the One seated on the
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, be-
cause the great day of their wrath has come,
and who is able t0 stand?’”—Revelation 6:
12,15-17. o
DWith regard to that question, in the
next chapter, the apostle John describes
those making up the great crowd, who come
out of the ?reat tribulation, as “standing
before the throne and before the Lamb.”
;Revelatlon 1.9, 14, 15) Their standing be-
ore the throne of God shows that the}/ rec-
ognize that throne and fully submit to Je-
hovah’s sovereignty. They therefore stand
approved. _
130n the other hand, chapter 13 depicts
the rest of earth’s inhabitants as worship-
ing Satan’s political system, symbolized by
a wild beast. They receive a mark on their
“forehead” or on their “hand,” showmq
their mental and_physical squort for tha
system. (Revelation 13:1-8, 16, 17) Then,
chapter 14 adds; “If anyone worships the
wild beast and its image, and receives a
mark on his forehead or upon his hand, he
will also drink of the wine of the an?er of
God that is poured out undiluted info the
cup of his wrath ... Here is where it means
endurance for the holy ones, those who ob-
serve the commandnients of God and the
faith of Jesus.” (Revelation 14:9,10,12) As
time goes on, the question will increasingly
13, (a) What do the majority of earth’s inhabjt-
i B

ark oq
why will endurance be necessary
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Happy is the
one that stays awake

be: Whom do you support?
Jehovah and his sovereign-
ty or the ungodly political
system symbolized by the
wild beast? Happy will those
be who avoid receiving the
mark of the beast and who
endure faithfully in submis-
sion to Jehovah's sovereignty.
M The rulers of “the entire
inhabited earth” are on a col-
lision course, heading for a
confrontation with Jehovah
over the issue of sovereign-
ty. The showdown will be Ar-
mageddon, “the war of the
gréat day of God the Al-
mighty.” "(Revelation 16:14,
16) An mtnguln% paren-
thesis a‘ppears right in the
midst of the descrlPtlon of

the gathering of earth’s rul-

ers for war with Jehovah. Je-

sus, himself breaks into the

vision to say: “Look! | am

coming as a thief. Happy

IS the ‘one that stays awake

and keeps his outer gay-

ments, that he may not walk

naked and people look upon

his shamefulness.” (Revela-

tion 16:15) This may allude

to Levite temple guards who

were stripped of their gar-

ments and publicly disgraced _
If they were found sleeping during their
guard duty.

B B SIS
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5. The message is clear; If we want to
survive Armageddaon, we must remain spir-
itually alert and keep the. symbolic gar-
ments that identify us as faithiful Witness-
es of Jehovah God. Happy we will be if we



avoid spiritual lethargy and continue with-
out letp, sharing zealously in spreading
the “everlasting good news” of God’s estab-

lished Kingdom.—Revelation 14:6.

Ha Anygne
Obser\ﬁﬁé ]lshesey Words’

. BHappy readers of the book of Revela-
tion.can only thrill with joy as they read the
closing chapters that describe our ?Ionous
hope—a new heaven and a new earth, that
IS, a righteous heavenly Kingdom govern-
ment rling over a new, cleansed human so-
ciety, all to'the praise of “Jehovah God the
AIm|(]1hty.f’ (Revelation 21:22) As the won-
derful séries of visions closed. the angel-
ic me,ssenqer said to John: “These words
are faithful and true; yes, Jehovah the God
of the Inspired ex?ressmns of the prophets
sent his angel forth to show his slaves the
thmps that" must shortly take place. And,
look!"| am coming quickly. Happy is anyone
observing the wards of the_prophecy of this
scroll."—Revelation 22:6, 7.~

I7Revelation’s happy readers will remem-
ber that words similar to these occur at the
beginning of the “scroll.” (Revelation 1:1,3)
These words assure us that all “the things
pr_olohe3|ed in this final book of the Bible
will “shortly take place.” We are living so
deep in the'time of the end that relevant
events foretold in Revelatign must surely
s00n occyr In, quick succession. Any seer-
ing stability in Satan’s system should not,
therefore, Iull us to sleep; The alert reader
will remember the warnmg\s_gwen in the
Mmessages sent to the seven Asian congrega-
tions and will avoid the traps of materi-
alism, idolatry, immorality, lukewarmness,
and apostate sectarianism.

16. Why are the c#osiﬂg chagtegs of Revelation
PRSI | v
:67 () What should we be"alert to avmgl?’i

BIn the book of Revelation, Jesus an-
nounces several times: “l am commg quick-
ly.” (Revelation 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 20a) He
must I\fwet come to execute Judeent on Bab-
ylon the Great, Satan’s political system,
and on all humans who refuse to submit to
Jehovah’s soverelgnty, as now expressed by
the Messianic ng om. We join our voic-
es with that of thé apostle John, who_ex-
claimed; “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.”—Rev-
elation 22:200.

Bjehovah himself states: “Look! | am
coming quickly, and the reward | give is
with me, to render to each. one as his work
is.” (Revelation 22:12) While awaiting the
glorious reward of |ife without end as a part
of either the promised “new heaven” or the
“new earth,” may we zealously join in ex-
tending the invifation to all honesthearted
people:” “‘Come!” And let anyone thirsting
come; let anyone that wishes take life’s wa-
ter free.” (Revelation 22:17) May they also
become happy readers of the inspired and
Inspiring book of Revelation!

i s e e

at purpose 1s Jéhovan yet to “come™

Points for Review

O What channel did Jehovah use to
transmit the Revelation, and what
can we learn from this?

O Why should we be happy to read
the messages sent to the seven con-
gregations in Asia?

O How can we be kept safe during
"the hour of test"?

O What happiness will be ours if we
observe the words of the scroll con-
taining the Revelation?
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Vst

As TOLD BY ELIZABETH TRACY

Armed men, who earlier that day led a
mob against us, forced Mom and Dad from
the car. My sister and 1, left alone in the back
seat, were wondering if we would ever see our parents agaln
What led to this frightening experience near Selma, Alabama,
USA, in 19417 And what did the teachings we received from
our parents have to do with it?

tive on a farm in Texas after his parents died tatl Iefé the magazine ehlnd
when. he was stlllan mfant Later he wentto ~ Aft rwar Mom and Dad would
work In.the oil fields. In 1922_when he was 23, he
ried Winnie, a p rettg goungI Texan, and began makm'\ﬂe SundaY morning p]
plans to settle down and rais nroe I?VI ed Dad 0 a nel
Hebudtahous |nthet|mb rIanﬂsofeastTexasnear bor’s (ﬂt]se or a Bib es tydy. g
tesma town of Garrison. There he cultivated a vari- ~ assured him.that Mr. Coo cou
f of crops, includin ctton and corn. He fl|SO raised  answer all his questions from the
a kmds of farm anj s In time, we children were  Bible. On Dag’ tetur[t from the
born—Dewey junior in May 1924 Edwena in December stu he excdedly told the fam-
1925, and in"June 1929,1 came along. \X/ %ot all my uestl ns aH
swered and then Somel tou
Learnlng Bible Truth | knew It all, tfu wgenm
Mom and D t ou ht they undebtood the Bible started to exE a|n about hell, th

stnce the be e ‘Church_of. Christ, Sou 0se co cernm
193, C! ok Ieft)tnte bodt< eliverance and eearﬁ) ow God’s mgg
oernnaent) gd] lished by the Watch Tower Society, | rin |t ut Ibeg%

Wlt rother Monr e ountaln Ea\%er {0°s ae t a uaI newn thing

with my parents what he was learning, Monroe o ﬁ out

came over at breakfast time, read an article from T Our house Was something of

MYDAD Dewe Fountain, was Ealsedb arela-  Watchtower, and then “acciden-
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a social center. Relatives and
riends came and vrﬁrted made
u ge and po cor{r balls and sang
t ese e er&r1 & tee éa"?o
Ve W

|scu%/§rons %f Erbe sgt?ti ctsy E
ough we children could not un-
ders and all the thrnds discussed
our narents st)ron%/ ove for_God

that %acthe PO S ch ?S rsgne\t/tleveenlt
ﬂJve for God and his

opeddasrmrlar

Other famrlrels(too oBeneét their
homes for week| ISCUS-
sions, which ustally centered
%un a subject In’ the IaLest

atchtower ‘magazine. Whnen
famr |es |n the ner hbonng towns

Hpepe yand N qoc s host-
ed the meetings, we mdmour
Model A Foro and traveled there,
come rain or shine.

Aﬁtrn on What
Learne

It did not take lon f?r our par-
ents to see the need for action.
oveI of Go ren%vrred that what

'S fait

was learned be Shared with oth-
e
2 chalenoe s

ut this steR
our arents nv?r%reesd) et(uIFIaF
8 ItX/e fgr

Peonle et err
rn %tem and this In
turn elped them to teach us to

gut deep trust in Jehoval),
ressed r t this Wa “e 0
va ak rng| Preachérs out o
ea |c k933 (J\/I m an
g sym Lzedterr Ication
0 Jehovah by water baptism In a
|sh ond near Henderson, Texas.

h in 1935, Dad wrot te
Watch “Tower Society and aske

numper_of questjons regardrn the Christian hope of
everlasting life. (John 14:2: 2 Timothy 2:11, 12: Revela-
tion 14:1, 3; 20:6) He received a reply directly from Jo
se hF utherfard, then LPresrdent of the ocretg

stead é) answenn% IS questions, Brother Rut1 rord
Invited Dad to att d the convention of Jehovah's Wit-
neslses In Vt\)llasl In td)nthDC In May. i

Impossiple!" Dad thou ear rmers wi
65 acres Ianted wrth ve tahles It aI ql have to be
harvested and taken tq the market at that time." Soon
afterward, however, a flood c%me and washed his excus-
es away—Ccrops, fences, and |dges So we Joined oth-
er Withesses on a chartered school bus that took Us
1,000 miles northeast to the convention.

At the crinventron Dad and_Mom were thrilled to lis-
ten {o the ¢ Iﬁnatron of the |dent|tYofthe ?reat
multituge” WO survrve the %rea tribulation
(Revelatron ames Version For the rest
oftheir lives, the ho eo eternal life onapara ise earth
motivated Mom and Dad, and they encouraged us chil-
dren to getafrrm hold on the real life,” which for us
meant th everlastrn? life on earth that Jehovah offers.
1T|m0thy619 Psaim 37:29; Revelation 21:3, 4? Even
thouP | Was only five, ItruIy enjoyed berngwth my
famr at this happ ¥even

er returnrng rom the convention, the family re-
planted the crops, and we later had the finest hafvest
ever, This surely helped to convrqce Mom and Dad thg

puttrng full trust In Jehovah would never go unrewar
took up as ecral form of the preac Ing work

In whrch the eac reed t Sd) oursamonth
In the ministry. And then, when the f o owrngPantrn
season came, ey sold out—lock, stock. and barrel! D

had a 20 x 8- foo tratler built for the five of us to live
In, and he bougnt a brand-new two-door Ford sedan to
oull it, Uncle Monroe did the same, and he too moved
Into a trailer with his family.

Teaching Us the Truth

Dad and gmbe angroneerrn asthefull trm%mrn-
rstrZ 15 cal ctober 1936, As a fam egan
B C An\% 'ﬂ %untresrneast Texasthat ha rareZ
overe |t eKrnd om message. Foramost ye
We moved r? lace to place, hut overall ereallzv
joyed this life. Mom and Dad taught us by their Word
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ruunium lufimy. \icii iu iiym; ucwcy/
Edwena, Winnie, Elizabeth, Dewey junior;

right: Elizabeth and Dewey junior on the fenders of
Henschel's sound truck (1937); below right:

Elizabeth doing placard work at age 16

and example to be like the early Christians who gave of
themselves to pass ann? Bible'truth to others.
We_children es %raly admired our mothey for the
sacnnces sne made by giving uR er home. There was
onet |n% e would notpart wit though and that was
her sewi gmac Ine. It asagoo thrng t00, Wrthh
ability as a seamstress, sh eawa¥s kept Us well ressed
@te aerar:h convention, we had attractive new clothes to

he took us, children annr}; to ﬁro
vide a positive example for their
children. He had us look up and
read the Bible texts and answer
some of the basic questions. As a
result, many of those young ones
we studied with are servrn[q Jeho-
va faithfully to this day. Indeed,
a firm foundation was also laid for

| well remember when. Herman G Henschel came US to contrnue to love God.

with his famil to our Trea |ri<a Watch Tower S ocre
soun truc eV would the truck In a thick
ﬁ]o ulated are:ir ) ashort recor?e lecture, and then
ake personal visits on the peo eto provide furth er
|n ormatron Dewe?/ unrore Ze the com anionsh |$p
of Her anssoH lton, who Was then IH Id-tegn
NowM ton is the president of the Watch Tower ocrety
During the convention in 1937 in. Columbus, Ohio, Ed-
wenq was baptized, and Mom ernd Dad were Offered the
an eo servrng OIspecra groneers At the time,
th rk involved pen nga “200 ours am nt
In t reac mg Work. h 00K back, | realize ho
much oms In exawa as helped me In supportrng
3<Nus and in his Christian assignments.
hen Dad established a Bible study with a family,
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As ewe¥ T1unror grew older, he
found |t difficult to' live In such
cramped quarters with two youn-
rfrer sisters. So in 1940 he those
0_leave and take U the proneer
mrnrstrgr hano |tness
Eventu I¥ emarrred urey
Barron. Thus Aud reg was also
taught man things your par-
ents, and secam? to"love Mom
and ‘Dad dearly. After Dewe 4“
njor_went to prison. in 1944 tor
his Christian neutralrt she came
to live with \rs for a time In our
cramped trailer.



At the hK/?e conventron in
St. Lours Issourt, In 1941
Brother Rutherford spoke drrect-
lyto the chrldrena eshHto 18
ere sea edina sro(ecra, sectro |n
ront. E wena and | listene
hrs calm, clear voice: he was Irke a
loving father instructing his own
children at home. He encouraged
pgrentsd“thcstd(a VCrharrr]stt Jeeosuls as
?ore hrm and I t%e mo%t fgrce ul
W&H he tells them to |nstruct thelr
dren |nt ewayo rrd hteous-
ness.” He add hem at
home and teach them the truth!
HaRtjlth our parents did!

at conventro we received

the new hoo let Je ovahs Ser-

vants Defended, which reviewed
court cases thaf Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses nad won, including those in
the Supreme Court of the United
States. Dad studied it with us as
a family. Little did we know that

uéeevuer]e belrm%prelgggeﬁrljafor what happened a few weeks

T O e e, Dad

emorning 0 rightening experience, Dad ha

eliv red o gf ofaflettergto tne s%err?fe thg mayor, ang

the e olice In Selma that described ou constr

tutrona rrﬂ]tto carr%// on our ministr ng the pr
erth

tection of the law. Nevertheless, they decided to ru
outo town.
trarqer an me hostage.

|ate datter oon, five armed men arrived at our
Mother, mX srstr an
roceeded to ransack everyt g Jnsrde 00 rg
et rngnsu VEISIVE. [fad %out e andt e% -
ere |mt]o Itch t etrar ertﬂtecar porntrn elr
Ersto 3 Im e(rjl this moment, | as not
care Itseeme 50 rr cu ous that thesem ou ht
We were a us trkat my sister and l ot the r%%? S,
ance trom Dad.

We soon so owever, with a g
to Ieave t e men wanted Ed
ena and e to ride

When we were rea (e
ht m |nt elr car.

rou Over ody!™ he dec are
som |scussrono rf mr as.allowed to trave to et
er, with the armed men followi |nt elr cay. Some
Smr sou 0 own thgysr na rus to par atte

sreo he highway and’too l\/Iman Dad, away.
ntoo turns tr ersu e them: “Give ht
re Ogron eturnta t ar ralse ourag|r "
I:trrlrf to reasonwréh tgem bdutfto 0 aval ok
oD 'Qt té’dhtt?‘h%ahu R Aoy 8¥er e
onf c[sev

Relieved a éﬁ oget er aa n We travee
ate n m” Da promptrﬁ

eral hours a arked for the pi
en gr)ttee 0fteelhrnlc tnoseteWac Tower Soclet
ome months ‘Zter tﬂe men were |dent|fred and arr)ested
To Gilead Missionary School
EHwena reﬁerved an rnvrt tion to agtend rae Tth clas
of the Watchtower Bib 8 cho% in Soutﬁ
ansrng New York, in 194 A} ert Schroeder One 0
the Instructors, mentro In qua ties to his for-

mer |oneer artner
at B thel, th% orIdEheaE Jeho a

Nesses In Brookyn NeWY Wena an Brﬁ were
*See The Watchtower of March 1, 1988, pages 11-12.
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mﬁroduc%d and about ayear after her raduatr from
Gilead, t wer mare For ma earsteny
mahned In e |l-time mrnrs ry d serw%9
ﬁr for fi earsatBet(? Tenoe X ?
rot er croe er announced to the ? class of Gl
Bgt at his dear friend had become ather to twins, a

andagrrl
hile 1'was servr wrth pa ents in Mendran
Mississippi, atern]h the t eo us.received an In-
vitat] or(] 0'attend the 11th ss of Gjlead. We were
shocked heca se accor mg e re urrements | was
t00 young, aH dweretoo d Butan exr;e

IOﬂ Was e received that undeserved privi
€Je 0 ad(]/anced‘ BIG/YG Instruction. P

Missionary Service Wrth M Parents

Our mrssronar assrdpment olombia, out
Amen?a [t was riot until December %949 more.tha
earater our graduatron owever t at We arrive |n
g tami sronar hom(f here three others were
alray wrnq At first, D amost concluge that it
ould"he easler 10 teacht geo eEnp |% thﬁn or
Im to eam Eanrsh es, there were tri (h
9Veatt r] | There were fewer t undre
0Vétrnesses In Colombia In 1949, but now t ere are we
Afterservrn in Bogota for frve ears, Mom and Dad
were senéto tQ CIt %a |nth meantime, |n 9%
marrle Robert Tracy, a mbmrssonar in Colg
la.x eremarnedr Colo la until 1982 at w |c
time we were ass r]F to M exrco where We ﬁve Serve
ever srnce Event Cp ?y %or . garents ad to re-

turn tq the Unit ate% | attention, After
regainin terLF they continued as special pio-
neers near Mobile, Aabam

Caring for Qur Parents

As the years prle u Mom and Dad be an slowing

own nd were need more su ort an attention;
Upon their re est t wer ne {0 Serv ne%r

E wena andB ns, Aab Later oyr bro

[ ee nior, t ou trtwoudbewrseto avet

amrgr vecoserto et errnSo th CaroIIn oBrIre

ocat amrlg (Greenwood, alon% w)rl Mom and

Dad. T |s ovrng djustment made It possible for Robert

*See The Watchtower of March 15, 1960, pages 18991,
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and me {0 continue our mission-
%y service In Co ombr% nowrnﬁ
trat parents Were being we
Then |n 1985, Dad suffered a
str ke t Jt left’ him s eec e
bedr| den

er orﬁ rrb g/ confergnce to con
sider how best O|o care for our
garents It was ecrded that A

rey would e nma
Xaﬁ Iver aqgmhat hg T
cou est h hsen In

ter every week with enco agmp
experierices and by visiting a5 0

ten as possible.

My last visit with Dad | lf still
vivid In.m mrnp He could not
deanly J ulate speech, but
ter we told him that we were
[]eturnrn fo Mexico, h? some-
ow yttered, wit %reatefortand
emotion, one word, “Adios!” B
hhrs we knew that, in his, heart,
e Was Sy portrn Qur decision to
carr onr urm sronanéassrg
men led inJ nd
omdred nine montrs [ater.

A Ietder I recen/ed from
wrdowe sister we ? p

precratron We eac

parents treasure m nc
C nstran en% T nd never p
ave %tt?”t AL

nts d)dp to rriuse us d’i f
erent ¥ F err xample of str
arth elf-sacrifice, and corE
ust |n Je ovph has brou

% some owmoment R
dwena concluded: “I than
ehovah ﬁrentsw r{]wor
and examples owed uste %p
B SR
jlehove(ajhe J

Ing



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Theocratic Expansion in Namibia

THE good news of God's Kingdom first reached
Namibia in the late 1920's. Since that time, hun-
dreds of honesthearted people have responded to
God's message of salvation. The following experi-
ences show how Jehovah is gathering these desir-
able ones into his fold.— Haggai 2:7.

O Paulus, a subsistence farmer who lives in
northeastern Namibia, was first contacted by Je-
hovah's Witnesses when he visited Windhoek, the
capital city. Paulus quickly became convinced that
he had found the truth. He returned home with the
book You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth.
Then, on a trip to Rundu, the closest town where
there was a Kingdom Hall, Paulus found the Wit-
nesses and begged them to visit him.

However, the distance was too great for the Wit-
nesses to come and conduct a weekly Bible study
with Paulus. Undeterred, Paulus began to study the
Bible on his own. In addition, he zealously preached
to others about the things he was learning. In time,
a Bible study group was formed. When the small
group heard on the radio that an assembly of Je-
hovah's Witnesses would be held in Rundu, they
scraped together their meager earnings and ar-
ranged for transportation to attend.

What a thrilling experience it was for them to as-
sociate with Jehovah's Witnesses for the first time!
Arrangements were soon made for qualified broth-
ers to visit this group regularly. Today, there are six
publishers in the village where Paulus lives.

O Johanna's interest in God's name was sparked
when she heard someone speaking badly of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. She recalls: "The very first time |
heard the name Jehovah, it became indelibly fixed
in my mind, and | began to wonder who Jehovah is.
I was living with my husband near Walvis Bay on the
Namibian coast. On one occasion we went to town,
and | saw some Witnesses distributing the Watch-
tower magazine on the street. | obtained a copy and
asked for a Bible study, since | had many questions. |
cried when they informed me that they were unable
to come because their vehicle had broken down.
Soon thereafter my husband passed away, and |

went to live in Keetmanshoop. A special pioneer
(full-time evangelizer) had been assigned to work
there, and | obtained the book The Truth That Leads
to Eternal Life from him. From the very start, | rec-
ognized the ring of truth.

"Eventually, | was invited to share in the preach-
ing work, but fear of man overwhelmed me. While
walking from door to door, | prayed to Jehovah that
he would let me die rather than make me preach.
When | first engaged in street witnessing, | hid my-
self in a narrow alley, hoping no one would see
me. Finally, | plucked up enough courage to hold
out a magazine to a passerby, and only then did |
manage to say something. That day, with Jehovah's
help, | shared my Bible-based hope with dozens of
people.

"Today, 12 years later, although materially poor,
| still treasure the privilege of the pioneer service
and continue to derive immeasurable joy from shar-
ing Kingdom truth with others."
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DO!§

BRCa

M

T LET YOUR

renqth
EYOUR

€SS

With 16 watertig_ht compartments in its hull, the luxury |iner Titanic

was considered un

Inkable. On its maiden voyage in. 1912, it carried only

about half the number of lifeboats needed. The shii), struck an iceberg
and sank, with the loss of over 1,500 lives.

For example, a person,who loves his work
could easily turn this gift into a weakness

itary commander, With Jehovah’s 5%becomm? a workaholic. A cautious per-
fter

OD-FEARING King Uzziah of an-
( ; cient Jerusalem was a brilliant mil-

help; he defeated his enemies one a

may not be easily fooled, or deceived,

other. “Consequently [Uzziah's] fame wiarithe may be cautiods to the point of nev-

outto a qreat distance, for he was helﬁed
wonderfully until he was strong.” But then
“his heart became haughty .",. so that
he acted unfaithfully against Jehovah his
God.” Because of Uzziah’s haughtiness,
he was struck with Ieﬁrosy.—z ronicles
26:15-21; Proverbs 16:18,

These two accounts teach us that strengths
when not halanced by wisdom, modest ,arid

umility, can easily become weaknesses or li-
abilities. This Is sobering, for in one Wa¥ or
another, every one of us has certain stren? hs
or gifts, and we want these to be an asse and
a.spurce of joy to ourselves and others, espe-
uall;i to our Creator, Indeed, we ought to PUt
to full use_anyglft of God we may. have but at
the same time fegulate it sothat'it remains a
valuable asset.
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er making"decisions. Efficiency too is a fine
quality, but if taken to extrenies, so that it
ignores the human_ element, the result may
be a cold, rigid environment that breeds un-
happiness. S0 take a moment to reflect on
your own strengths. Do you manage them
Well? Are they a blessing to others? Above
all, do you usé them to fonor Jehovah, the
Source"of “every good gift™? (James 1:17)
To that end, let'uS také a closer look at 4
few other examples of strengths that could
develop into weaknesses, evén liabilities, if
left unchecked.

Use Mental Abilities Wisely
A good mind is certainly a finé asset.
Still, 1t could become a weakness if it leads
to overconfidence or causes us to develop



an inflated opinion of ourselves, es-
pecially if others commend us
excesswel or flatter us. Or
wemllg t evelop an intel-

lectual view ofGodsWor
and Bible-based study
publications,

Qverconfidence ma
surface in varigus ways.

For example, when Some-

ong with"a fine mind re-

CeIVES a sReaklng assignment

in the Christiail congregation,

Perhaps a public discolrse or a

alk in the Theocratic Ministry School,

he may leave Preparatmn 0 the Jast min-
ute, maybe not even praying for Jehovah’s
blessing. Rather, he trusts in his reserve of
knowle ?e and in his ability to think on his
feet. Natural ability may mask his laxpess
for atlme but without Jehovah’s full hless-
Ing, his spiritual pro ress would slow down,
perhaps even stop, What awaste of a fine
glftl—Proverbs 5, 6; James 31

Someone of keen mind m|ght also take
an intellectual view of the Bible and Bible
study aids, Howeyer, such knowledge onl
‘puffs_up,” or mflates the e(io like" a bal-
loon: it ‘does not Hutld up” Joving Chris-
tian relatlonshlﬁs (1 Cormthlans 8’1 Gala-
tians 5:26) Onthe other hand, the splrltual
man, regardless of his mental abilities, al
ways prays for and trusts in God’s spirit.
His strerigth becomes ever more an asset
as he grows in love hum|I|ty knowledge,
and wisdom—and all in pleasing propor-
tion.—Colossians 1.9, 10.

Ability. would also become a Weakness if
through”it we developed an mf ated nE
lon of ourselves, revealing a lack 0
esty. A gifted person—arid any who adu-
late hlm—may forget that Jelovah, “does
not reqard any who are wise in their own
heart,” gifted though they may be. (Job

Spiritual advancement
depends on prayerful
study and reliance on
Jehovah

37:24) “Wisdom is with the modest ones,”

says od s Word. (Proverbs 11 2) The apos-
tlé Paul, thou&;hhl ghly intelligent and well
educated, said to the Corinthians: “, when
| came to you, brothers, did not come with
an extravagance of speech or of wisdom ..

| came to you in weakness and in fear and
with much trembling; and mys peech and

what | preached were not with persuasjve
words of wisdom but with a emonstratlon
of spirit and power, that your faith might
be, not in men’s wisdom. but in God’s pow-
er.”—1 Corinthians 2:1-5.

The truly wise person is not fooled by the
world’s viéw of intellect, nor by its definj-
tion of success. So rather than using his
talents to earn the plaudits of men or to
amass worldly riches, he gives his best to
the One who”gave him his life and abili-
ties. (1 John 2:15-17) To that end he keeps
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Kln?_dom Interests first in his life, becom-
ing Tike a fruitful “tree planted by streams
ofwater.” Thanks to Jehovah’s blessing, not
to his own natural talents, “everything he
gogegs will succeed.”—Psalm 1:1-3;"Matthew

Let Christianity Add to Your Strength

By its very nature, Christianity is so rich
with strengths that worldly philosophies
Fale next {0 it. The Christian way of life
or example, makes the best husbands and
wives, the best neighbors, and the hest em-
Ployees—people who_ are honest, respect-
ul,” peaceful, and dlllge_nt._ (Cologsians 3:
18-23), Additionally, Christian training in
speaking and teaching builds %ood com-
munication skills. Fl Imothy 4:13-15) Not
surprlsmgly, therefore, Christians are of-
ten sougnt out by their employers for added
responsibilities ‘and promotions, But such
strengths could also be misused if not care-
fully 1guarded. A promotion or a tempting
job offer may mean virtual dedicaion fo the
company, missing Christian meetings regu-
]!arlyl or sacrificing valuable time with one’s
anily.

In Australia a Christian elder and fami-
ly man, who was also a hlghly successful
businessman, “had the world before him,”
as the saying goes, Yet he refused the temp-
tation to'make it in this system. “I wanted
to spend more time with my family and in
the Christian ministry,” he said. “So my
wife and | agreed that | would carefully
ease hack on’the amount of time | sperit
at my secular work. Why should | work a
five-day week if | do notneed to?” he add-
ed. By makmﬁ_a few W_eII-thougfht-out ad-
hustments in his life, this elder Tound that
ne could still care for his famlly by work-
ing a three- or four-day week. In fime, he
was invited to share in other privileges of
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service, such as serving on_the local As-
sembly Hall Committee and in district con-
vention administration. Wisely channeled,
his strengths brought him and his family
joy and satisfaction.

aIarap%d Attitude
~ Toward Privileges

Christian men are encouraged to reach
out for inleges of service in the congrega-
tion. “It any man is reaching out for an of-
fice of overseer [or ministerial_servant], he
I desirous of a fine work.” (1 Timothy 3:1)
As with the strengths already. mentioned,
awillingness to accept responsibilities also
needs to be tempered with good judgment.
Nobod¥ should take. on so”many dssign-
ments that he loses hIS_jQY in Jehovah’s ser-
vice. Yes, a willing spirit is commendable,
indeed necessary, for Jehovah disapproves
of a self-sparing attitude; but wﬂlmgness
must also reflect modesty and “soundness
of mind.”"—Titus 2:12; Revelation 3:15,16.

Jesus’ gentleness, insight, and sensitivi-
ty made éven the Jowliest ones feel at ease
in his presence, Likewise today, people feel
comfortable with those whose strength is
an empathetic, caring personality. In the
Christian congregation, such warm, ap-
proachable elders are truly treasured “gifts
In.men.” The;f are “a hiding place from the
wind and a place of concealment from the
rainstorm, like streams of water in a water-
less country, like the shadow of a heavy crag
in an exhausted land.”"—Ephesians 4:8; Isa-
iah 32:2, _
. But elders must balance time spent help-
ing others with their own need for persop-
al study, meditation, prayer, and the pub-
lic ministry. Naturally, married elders also
need to take time for their families, to
\Amom they should be especially approach-
able.



ale Women .
_ —A%\?gngerf\t/}{ E_]essmg _

Like capable elders, spwﬂuallg-mmdeg
women are also a fine asset to Jehovah’s
or%amzatjon. Generally, women are gifted
with an interest in other people—a quali-
t}z that Jehovah values and. encourages.
Keep “an eye, not in personal interest upon
just'your own matters, but also in personal
Interest upon those of the others,” wrote
the apostle Paul. gPh|I|pp_|ans_2:42 Yet, this
“personal interest” has its limits, for no

hristian would want to be “a busybody in
other people’s matters™ nor_should oné be
a gossiper.—1 Peter 4:15; 1T;mothX 513,

. Women have many other gifts. A Chris-
tian wife, for example, may be more gift-
ed mentally than her hushand is. Neverthe-
less, as “a Capable wife” who fears Jehovah,
she would respect her husband and use her
gifts to complement him, not to compete
with him. And rather than envy or resent
her, a wise, humble husband would value
his wife’s strengths and rejoice in them. He
would encoura_?e her to use her talents to
the full to build up her household and to
help her children fear Jehovah,’éust as she
herself does. (Proverbs 3110, 28-30; Gen-

Persona/ interest coupled with modesty
is a blessing

esis 2:18) Such modest, humble hushands
and wives thrive in marriages that truly
honor Jehovah.

Subjecting a St_ron% Personality

A strong personality that is set on Tigh-
teousness and doing Jehovah’s will whole-
souled can be a fine asset when softened
by modesty and humility. Yet, it can be a
weakness 1f it causes one to dominate or
intimidate others. This is especially_true
within the Christian congregation. ‘Chris-
tians should feel relaxed With one another,
mclude when in the company of congre-
gation elders.—Matthew 20:25-27.

Elders, in turn, should feel at ease in one
another’s compan*. And when they meet to-
gether, holr spirit, not the force of person-
ality, should Influence their decisions. In-
deed, holy spirit can influence anY elder on
the body, including the youngest or most
reticent” elder. Sothose ‘who have stron-
gger personalities, even when they feel that

ey are in the right, should mana?e their
stréngth by learning the art of deterence,
thus “showing honor” to fellow elders. (Ro-
mans 12:10) Ecclesiastes 7:16 kindly warns:
“Do not hecome righteous_overmich, nor
show yourself excesSively wise. Why should
you cause desolation to yourself?” =

Jehovah, the Source of “every good gift,
manages his awesome strengths with abso-
|ute perfection. (James L:17; Deuteronomy
32:4) And he is our Teacher! So let us learn
from him and work hard, both at develop-
ing our natural gifts, or strenaths, and at
managln% them Wisely, modestly, and loy-
{ﬂgly.b\ll\/ at a blessing to others we will

en bel
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It is an jmpressive marble peak that ris-
A es precipitously from the sea'to a height of
Mount thos Con feog g

Athos has Iong been considered a holy

place. In Greek mytholog rt Was the ome

of the gods before Moun EUS hecame

T terr me. S ometrmeafter onstantine the

M |N 7 reatgourt century C.E.), Athos became a
cetotheChrr

P ?]tran churches Accord
0 one legend, the “virgin”

corpanted by i e Eva elrst en Tolle

eTrI;IEO ofe thay 220, millon mem- C&grus 0 vist Lazalts, 1 e ot Al
ount Athos a ru od headla as the resylt of a sudden violent storm.
iR e o 1 T iy o
Crtnodox Christianworld. +or maeénown'ss “the Gardén of the Holy Vir-

moun

a pilgrimage to the {
tarn g?Athos IS ac%errshed drea gin.” By the middle Byzanting period, the
is th rs hol mountarn Howdrd it take on Whole ocky outcrop. came to be known as

such | 0 ance dis rtte mounta f[r])r the Holy Mountain. This desrgnatronwas of-

to whic earing people must look f|C| |ly “adopted and confirméd n the mia-
sprrrtual gurgance ar?drtrug Worgh %&“’\tﬂw % decree of Emperor Constan-
The expression mouhtarn does tine X Monormiachus,
ear rn the Bibl Itr associated with the Because of its ru ged and isolated nature,
R()|yl pure, an(! ?evated W0r3h|p of the true t 08 1 the sort of place that lenas itself 0
God, Jehgvah. Mount Zion i’ ancient Je- e practice of ascetrc rfe Through the cen-
ru3a|em %ecame a “holy mountain” When tUI’I It attracted religious men from all
avid brouaht the ark of the cove- overt he Orthodox world=Greeks, Serbians,
nan‘h ere Vr% 151 433 amue? Romanhans Bulgarians, Russians, and ath-
fte lomon's temr Ie was huilt  ers—wno constructed NUMErous monaster-
Mount orra(h “Zion” came to include  16s, with their churches and gommunrtres
th]e Itemple srtte hencg, eron Eegnaﬁne? (3;01 7’3 Some 20 of these have survive
moyntain.” (Psalm
sinch Cot's temple’ was in Jerusaﬁem at Mount Athos Today

Today, Athos is an autononmous region,
Pnfgﬁﬁtg}ﬁt ﬂ%a%%aésgoca[)fn,e 0:16, 98'3’ with a}charter ratified in 1926. After tgears

What about today? Is 0 nt Ath os—or of decling, the number of resident monks has
other ummrtlthe y mountain” rrsen to more than 2606

ch of the monasterres has it own net-
\évcceerpea%eogfe must stream to worshrp God Worﬁ 0 farme CCnanls a 0 dwalincs

. The U 1trmate sanctu rey the ermrts 1S

A Monastic “Holy Mountain” ound in the s tement of Karou-

Mount Athos Is locate tthe astern end Ira perche hgh in the dizzying cliffs on

of the Chalcrd%ce Pehrnsuaont e tip ora the end of Motint Athos. Her acloster of
narrw Stri nd| ttrng into t eAegean rndrvrdual huts can be reached on }/

Sea just east of modern-day Thessaloniki.  maze of footpaths, stone steps, and cha ns.
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A Long-Hidden Treasure Trove

Over the centuries, the Athonite monks have accumulated a trea-
sure trove that includes an estimated 15,000 manuscripts, some said
to date from the fourth century, making it one of the world's most
precious collections. There are scrolls, complete volumes and leaves

Telis/Greek National Tourist Organization of the Gospels, psalms and hymns, besides very old paintings, icons,
sculptures, and metalworks. It is estimated that Mount Athos holds

On Athos the m?nks still live one fourth of the world's Greek manuscripts, although many stil

u'[ '[he”' anment tur ICa da| need to be properly (_:ataloged. In 1997, fo_r _the fi_rst time, the_rr_lonks
P¥ Ut ne USIng t’] yzamjne allowed some of their treasures to be exhibited in Thessaloniki.
cloc 8WIth the day beginning
at sunset) and the Julian caléndar (13 days  hour is commg when neither in [Germmé
behind the Gregorian). nor in Jerusa em Wi Iwu people worshlg h

Although this religious site is said to owe Father sa| esus God is a Spir-

its “holinéss” to a woman, for 1,000 years its ~ it, and ‘those worsh Iﬁ]ln h|m must Worshlp
monks and hermits have declared the whole ~ With spiric and truth."—John 421

P?nmsula off-limits to all female forms of  Pointing toward our time, the prophet
Ife—human ang ammal—alon? with any  Isaiah foretold that a symbolic “mountain of
eunuch or beardless man, Recently, the ryl- the house of Jehovah™would “hecome firm-
ing regarding the beardless and some fe- Iy, esg,abllshed“above the top of the moun-
male animals has been relaxed, but women ~ tains”and be “lifted up above the hills,” and

are still strictly banned within 550 yards of people of all the nations would figuratively

the Athos shortline. stream to it.—Isaiah 2:2, 3.
A “Holy Mountain” for All " Nr'SCeS‘ T omen W\mtﬁN o té’reh?Xsu o
Is Athos thé “holy mountain” to which g | h

worshi eovah ith * srr]nnt an trut
o fearmg Christians should come to wor- M|Il|ons round the world ave oun te|r
ship? ing to a Samaritan womanwho ~ way to the ‘mountain o Jeh ova

belleve that God should be worshiped on among others, echo the feelings of a Gre
Mount Gerizim, Jesus made clear thatno lit-  [awyer who said regiardlng Afhos: “| doubt
eral mountain would any longer be desig- 1 spirituality 1s enclosed i walls or in mon-
nated as a place for worshiping God. “The  asteries."—Compare Acts 17:24.
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Meeting the
Challenges of
Parenting

EARING children today,
pecially those of teenage
, is a formidable chal-
enge for parents. The
Gazette of Montreal, Canada, reports
that experimentation with alcohol and
drugs has become "the norm for adoles-
cents." It emphasizes that parents have "a
responsibility to be vigilant about changes in

[their] teenagers' behaviour."

What should parents look for that may
indicate such adolescent problems? Some
physical, emotional, and social warning signs
identified by the American Academy of Child

and Adolescent Psychiatry include lasting fatigue,
change in personality and temperament, spending ex-
cessive time locked in the bedroom, confrontational
behavior, and getting into trouble with the law.

How can parents protect their children from such
harmful experimentation and its resulting negative
consequences? Dr. Jeffrey L Derevensky, of McGill
University, believes that open communication and the
fostering of mutual respect during the formative years
of a child may minimize problems later. The Gazette
adds that even though a desire for more indepen-
dence surfaces during adolescence, teenagers continue
to need "the guidance, support, structure and love pro-
vided by their parents." These observations echo a
Bible proverb that states: "Train up a boy according to
the way for him; even when he grows old he will not
turn aside from it." (Proverbs 22:6) God counsels par-
ents to be examples, companions, communicators, and

teachers.— Deuteronomy 6:6, 7.
w99-E 12/1



