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JiE 1BAKIN G the Bible as

jj a whole, about 1 per-

I cent is worth reading, but
the rest is irrelevant and out-of-date."
So said one young man. Many would agree
with him. Though the Bible continues to be
a best-seller worldwide, millions pay scant
attention to it and are unfamiliar with its
teachings.

Inits 1996 Christmas edition, the German
newspaper Soddeutsche Zeitung comment-
ed that the Bible "has fewer and fewer read-
ers. In the age of the natural sciences and
increasing secularization, Biblical accounts
appear to many to be strange and difficult
to understand." Surveys confirm this report.
Some studies reveal that a large number of
children do not even know exactly who Je-
sus is. In one survey, fewer than half of the
people interviewed could relate the Biblical
stories of the prodigal son and the neigh-
borly Samaritan.

The Swiss Evangelical Church publication

Reformiertes Forum states

that in Switzerland demand for

Bible is not what it used to be.

among those who have a copy of

the Bible, it often just collects dust on the

shelf. In Britain the situation

ent. According to one survey, although most

people have a Bible, the vast majority hard-
ly ever read it

is no differ-

On the other hand, millions worldwide
feel differently about the Bible. They view
it as God's Word and consider it valuable
and beneficial. Hence, they read it regular-
ly. One young woman wrote: "l try to read
one or two chapters of the Bible each day. |
enjoy it very much.”" Such individuals take
careful note of what the Bible teaches, and
they try to apply its counsel in their lives.
They believe that the Bible can help them in
today's troubled world.

What is your opinion? Is the Bible irrele-
vant in modern times? Or is it valuable and
beneficial? Can the Bible help us today?
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THE Bible relevant today? For the answer

be yes, surely this age-old book would

ave to offer its readers guidance on topics

of current interest and relevance. Does the Bi-

ble provide beneficial counsel on subjects that
are of real importance in today's world?

Let us take a look at two current issues. In do-

ing so, we will examine what the Bible says

about these matters.

Why Does God Allow Suffering?

In view of the conditions in the world today,
one of the most commonly asked questions is:
Why does God allow innocent people to suffer?
This question is justified, since more and more
people are being affected by violent crime, cor-
ruption, genocide, personal tragedy, and so
forth.
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For example, in June 1998 an express train
crashed into a bridge in northern Germany, Kill-
ing more than a hundred passengers. Even ex-
perienced medics and firemen who attended to
the injured and the dead were upset by the
carnage. A bishop of the Evangelical Church
asked: "Dear God, Why did this have to hap-
pen?" The bishop himself gave no answer.

Experience shows that when innocent people
suffer evil without getting an explanation about
the cause, they sometimes become embittered.
Here is where the Bible can help, for it explains
why innocent people are subjected to wicked-
ness and suffering.

When Jehovah God created the earth and
everything on it, he did not intend that human-
kind be troubled by wickedness and suffering.
How can we be sure? Because upon completing



his creation, "God saw everything he had made
and, look! it was very good." (Genesis 1:31)
Ask yourself, 'If | were to observe something
wicked, would | pronounce it "very good"?' Of
course not! In the same way, when God pro-
nounced everything "very good," there was no
trace of wickedness on earth. So when and how
did wickedness start?

Shortly after the creation of our first parents,
Adam and Eve, a powerful spirit creature ap-
proached the woman and challenged Jehovah's
truthfulness and the rightfulness of his sover-
eignty. (Genesis 3:1-5) This creature, Satan the
Devil, later alleged that humans would not stay
loyal to God under adversity. (Job 2:1-5) How
did Jehovah react to this situation? He allowed
for the passing of time so that it would become
evident that humans cannot successfully direct
their steps independent of him. (Jeremiah 10:
23) When creatures act contrary to God's laws
and principles, the result is sin, which produces
injurious conditions. (Ecclesiastes 8:9; 1 John
3:4) Despite these adverse circumstances, how-
ever, Jehovah knew that some humans would
maintain integrity to him.

Since that woeful rebellion in Eden, some
6,000 years have elapsed. Is that too long? Je-
hovah could have destroyed Satan and his sup-
porters centuries ago. But has it not been bet-
ter to wait until every conceivable doubt about
the rightness of Jehovah's sovereignty and the
integrity of humans to him is dispelled? Is it
not true of present judicial systems that a court
case to prove who is right and who is wrong
may take years?

In view of the importance of the issues fac-
ing Jehovah and mankind— universal sovereign-
ty and the integrity of humans— how wise it
was of God to allow for time to pass! Now we
see clearly what happens when humans ignore
God's laws and take charge of their own af-

fairs. The result is widespread evil. And that is
why so many innocent people suffer today.

Happily, though, God's Word indicates that
wickedness will not last forever. In fact, Jehovah
will soon put an end to evil and to those who
cause it. "As regards the wicked," says Prov-
erbs 2:22, "they will be cut off from the very
earth; and as for the treacherous, they will be
torn away from it." On the other hand, those
faithful to God can look forward to a time, now
near at hand, when "death will be no more, nei-
ther will mourning nor outcry nor pain be any-
more."— Revelation 21:4.

So, then, the Bible clearly explains why the
innocent suffer. It also assures us that evil and
suffering will soon end. As we experience life's
present hardships, however, we need the an-
swer to another vital question.

What Is the Purpose of Life?

Perhaps now more than at any other time in
mankind's history, people are trying to find out
what life is all about. Many ask themselves,
‘Why am | living? How can | find meaning in
my life?" Various circumstances prompt them to
raise these questions.

An individual's life may be shattered by a
personal tragedy. For instance, early in 1998
a 12-year-old girl living in Bavaria, Germany,
was kidnapped and murdered. One year lat-
er, her mother admitted that she spends each
day searching for a purpose in life— to no
avail. Some young people are moved to wonder
about the meaning of life. They search for secu-
rity, fulfillment, and a sense of belonging, only
to despair at the widespread hypocrisy and
corruption. Other individuals build their lives
around a career, but they discover that power,
prestige, and possessions fail to satisfy the in-
ner yearning to find a reason for their exis-
tence.
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Do you (enow why God allows the innocent to suffer?

Whatever moves a person to inquire about
the purpose of life, this question warrants a se-
rious and satisfying answer. Once again, the Bi-
ble can be of great benefit. It identifies Jehovah
as a God of purpose, one who has sound rea-
sons for everything he does. We ask, Would
you construct a house without having a reason?
Likely not, since building a house requires a
huge investment of money and can take months
or years. You build a house so that you or some-
one else can live in it. The same logic can be ap-
plied to Jehovah. He did not go to all the trou-
ble of creating the earth and the living things
upon it without having a reason, a purpose.
(Compare Hebrews 3:4.) What is his purpose
for the earth?

The prophecy of Isaiah identifies Jehovah as
"the true God, the Former of the earth and the
Maker of it." Indeed, he is "the One who firm-
ly established [the earth], who did not create it
simply for nothing, who formed it even to be
inhabited." (Isaiah 45:18) Yes, ever since the
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earth was created, it has been Jehovah's pur-
pose to have it inhabited. Says Psalm 115:16:
"As regards the heavens, to Jehovah the heav-
ens belong, but the earth he has given to the
sons of men." Thus the Bible shows that Jeho-
vah created the earth to be inhabited by obedi-
ent humans, who would take care of it.— Gen-
esis 1:27, 28.

Did the rebellion of Adam and Eve cause Je-
hovah to change his purpose? No. How can we
be so sure? Well, consider this point: The Bible
was written thousands of years after the rebel-
lion in Eden. If God had abandoned his original
purpose, why is that not mentioned in the Bible?
The obvious conclusion is that his purpose for
the earth and mankind remains unchanged.

Moreover, Jehovah's purpose never fails.
Through lIsaiah, God provides this assurance:
"Just as the pouring rain descends, and the
snow, from the heavens and does not return to
that place, unless it actually saturates the earth
and makes it produce and sprout, and seed is



actually given to the sower and bread to the
eater, so my word that goes forth from my
mouth will prove to be. It will not return to me
without results, but it will certainly do that in
which | have delighted, and it will have certain
success in that for which | have sent it."— Isaiah
55:10, 11.

What God Expects of Us

Clearly, then, we can have confidence in the
fulfillment of God's purpose to have the earth
inhabited forever by obedient humans. If we
are to be among those privileged to live perma-
nently on earth, we must do what wise King Sol-
omon said: "Fear the true God and keep his
commandments. For this is the whole obligation
of man."— Ecclesiastes 12:13; John 17:3.

Living in harmony with Jehovah's purpose
for mankind means getting to know the true
God and conforming to his requirements as set
out in the Holy Scriptures. If we do this now, we
can entertain the hope of everlasting life on a

You can enjoy a purposeful life

paradise earth, in which we will never
cease to learn new things about God
and his wonderful creation. (Luke 23:
43) What a thrilling prospect!

Many who search for a purpose in
life turn to the Bible and find great hap-
piness right now. For instance, a young
man named Alfred could find no mean-
ing in life. The involvement of religion in
war disgusted him, and he was upset at
the hypocrisy and corruption in politics.
Alfred visited Indians of North America
in the hope of gaining enlightenment
about life's purpose, only to return
to Europe disappointed. In despair, he
turned to drugs and wild music. How-
ever, a regular and careful examination
of the Bible later helped Alfred to rec-

ognize the true purpose of life and to find con-
tentment.

A Dependable Light to Our Roadway

What, then, can we conclude about the Bi-
ble? Is it relevant today? It is, indeed, because
it offers guidance on current issues. The Bible
explains that wickedness is not of God's mak-
ing and helps us to find a satisfying purpose in
life. Furthermore, the Bible has much to say on
other matters that are of great interest today.
Such topics as marriage, child rearing, human
relations, and hope for the dead are dealt with
in God's Word.

If you have not done so already, please take
a close look at the contents of the Bible. Once
you discover the true value of its guidelines for
life, you may well feel as did the psalmist who
looked to Jehovah God for guidance and sang:
"Your word is a lamp to my foot, and a light to
my roadway."— Psaim 119:105.
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INCE ancient times, joyous festivals

have been part of true worship. Some

of the festivals held in ancient Israel
|asted for days and were attended by many
thousands of Jehovah’s worshipers. The ini-
auguration of Solomon’s temple lasted sev-
endays and was followed by the week-long
Festival of Booths. This grovided the Is-
raelites with an opportunity to reflect on
the marvelous way that Jehovah had dealt
with them. They returned home “rejoic-
ing and feeling”merry of heart over all
the gig_odness that Jehovah had performed.”
—1Kings 8:66.

What togk place at the Watchtower Ed-
ucational Center in Patterson, New York,
USA, on May 17-22, 1999, reminded the
visitors of those ancient happy. festivals.
This was a week of special activity center-
ing on the_dedication of a 28-buil mg com-
Blex that is designed to promote global Bi-

le education. Provisions were made for all
5,400 members of the headquarters staff at
Brooklyn, Wallkill, and Patterson to take
compréhensive tours of the Patterson facil-
ities during that memorable week. Among
the guests were over 500 former staff mem-
berswho had shared in the work during the
construction of the educational center; rep-
resentatives from 23 branches of the Watch
Tower Society, and others from nearby con-
gregations—a total of at least 8,100,

Tour Displays Provide an Education

Special displays, educational video pre-
sentations, and Self-guided tours were ar-
rang_ed to acquaint the visitors with the ed-
ucatignal center. In the main lobby, visitors
were immediately attracted to. a scale mod-
el of the temple that existed in Jerusalem
during the time of Jesus earthlx minis-
try. Other displays highlighted the early
history of the Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead, historic conventions, congregation

meetlans, the modern-day development of
home Bible stydies—millions of which are
now conducted each week—and the work
done by the Legal Department to keep the
way open for sich activity in obedience to
Jesus’ command.—Matthéw 28:19, 20.

In the adjacent auditorium, which seats
1,700 comfortably, those visiting during
the_dedjcation festivities were treated t0
a 33-minute video presentation_entitled
“Not by POWH_BXNW Spirit!” This vid-
eo showed how the Waichtower Education-
al Center came about, Interviews disclosed
Incidents clearly indicating Jehovah’s di-
rection in matters and his blessing on ef-
forts to bring this 15-year project to a suc-
cessful conclusion. Thausands shared In the
actual construction work. At one point.in

994, there were 526 workers on site, in-
cluding 350 full-time volunteers, 113 tem-
porary workers, and 63 who commuted each
day t0 lend .2 hand. Many more supported
the work with donations.” All of them real-
iz¢ that this would never have been possible
without Jehovah’s spirit.—Zechariah 4:6.

Those who took the tours could see that
the focus of the work being done at the ed-
ucatjonal center js the promoting of divine
teachmg. The display ‘at the entrance to
Gilead School on the first floor of the school
building hlﬁhhghted the rich spiritual her-
itage and Ristory of the school. Since its
first class in 1943 at the school’s origi-
nal campus in South Lansing, New Yok,
Gilead School has trained. over 7,000 stu-
dents for missionary service. D_|s(P_Iays on
the second floor of the school building pro
vided views of the School for Branch Com-
mittee Members and the School for Travel-
mg Overseers, both of which hold classes
thére. Since its beginning in November of
1995, the branch School has provided agd-
vanced instruction for 360 Branch Commit-
tee members from 106 lands.
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. As visitors toured, they quickly real-
ized that in most areas, they were ‘able to
see more than a display of Rmture_s. They
were able to go right into the various de-
partments, visit the offices and other work
Blaces, and get an_ln-deﬁth view of the work
elng done” A hlghllg t of the, tour was
the Audio/Videa Services building. What
excellent facilities are there being used
to promote Bible education! Through a se-
ries of informative displays and short vid-
e0s, visitors were helped t0 understand how
voice recordings are made and how vid-
eos are preparéd, They learned something
about the extensive research that goes intd
the preparation of props and costumes,
They saw how stage sefs were assembled
with minimal cost but with remarkable at-
tention to detail, They witnessed how mu-
sic is used to make peaple feel that they are
actuaIIY In the scene that they are viewing.
Since 1990 the Society has produced ten
videos In 41 languages, highli _htln? ava-
riety of Bible themes, in addition fo oth-
eLr Videos for those who use American Sign
anguage.
anygwho took the tour went to the Pho-
to Lab; the Art Department, Information
Services, which provides computer train-
ing. and support, the Service e?artment,
which supervises the activity of 11,242 con-
%e ations and 572 traveling overseers, and
riting Correspondence, where some_14.-
000 inquiries are handled each year. They
were impressed with the research behind
the letters that are sent out and the geny-
Ine cancern_shown for those whose inqui-
ries give evidence that they are trying to
cope With serious problems. _
. A constant stream of those on tour vis-
ited Translation Services, They were syr-
prised to learn that during the past five
Years, 102 more languages were added to
he number in whicfi the Society provides

Bible literature. Worldwide, some 80 per-
cent of Jehovah’s Witnesses read the Soci-
ety’s.publications In Ian?uages other than
English. To Browde for their needs, there
are” over 1,700 volunteers wo_rkm%_m the
translatlon field in 100 countries, Displays

showed The Watchtower in the languages
of the Americas, Europe, Asia ar] frica.
Visitors could see the New World Trans-

lation of the Bible in the 31 languages in
which it has been published. They learned
that Watch Tower publications are now
available in 332 Ian&u%ges ang tha} the bro-
chure What Does God'Require ot Us? has
been published in 219 of these.

Visitors to the LePaI Department were
shown the diverse fields of activity thaf re-
qhuwe legal attention worldwide. In a video,
they saw an actual court hearing in which
a Witness attorney was arguinga case in-
volving blood transfusjon. They also learned
what 15 bem%_done fo keep the"way open for
public freac ing of the good news. (Philip-
pians 1.7) Attention was drawn to the de-
cision in"March of this year, by a federal
district court, directing the borough,of Ora-
dell, New Jersey, US.A, to change its laws
S0 as to remové permit and badde require-
ments_for Jehovah’s Witnesses who want to
share in their public ministry from house to
house in that community. N

This was by no means all that the visitors
saw, They examined construction displays
In the Precast Shap and toured Wastewater
Treatment facilities, the Powerhouse, the
Water-Softening Facility, and the numer-
ous maintenance shops, among others. It
was the chance of a [ifetime.

edicatjon Program .
EmpRasues Blvme Edaucatlon
The actual dedication Ero ram was
ld on Wednesday, May 19, beginnin

held
at 4:00 p.m. The joyous™ crowd of 6,92

t
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|rtlc]jfud§d _n%emberts of dth3e72headquba}rtderst
staff, Socjety guests, and 372 assembled a
the Canada grgnch, W?'uch was tied In elec-
tronically. _

The audience was pleased indeed to hear
heartwarming words of welcome by Milton
G. Henschel, the president of the Watch
Tower Society. Theodore Jaracz, a member
of the Governing Body and chairman for
the occasion, next introduced William Mal-
enfant. In presentm% “Highlights of the
Building Program,” he interviewed three
brotherS who™had important roles in the
development, design, and construction of
the Watchtower Educational Center. In the
course of the interviews, it was stated that
during the years of the actual bundmg
work, “over 8,700 temporary workers ha
come at their own expense to work on the
Progect. What fine testimony to the uni-
g nd generosity made possible by divine
teaching! _ _ _

_Next came a symposium entitled “Di-
vine Education on' a Global Scale,” It was
Bresented by four Governln% Body. mem-

ers, John E. Barr stressed that divine ed-
ucation finds its basis in God’s Word, the
Bible, which encourages Christjans to “qo
on bearing fruit in évery good work and
increasing in_ the accurate” knowledge of
God.” (Colossians 1:10) Daniel Sydlik dis-
cussed how divine edcation is organized
theocratically from the head of the’ Chris-
tian congregation, Jesus Christ, on down
f0 ever¥ member of the worldwide hrother-
hood.g Corlnth|ans,12:12-27g The final two
parts of the symposium, developed by Ger-
rit Losch and Carey Barber, showed how di-
vine education qualifies ministers to reach
PeoPI% evergwhere and_instruct them so
that t eI tog may walk in God's way.—Isa-
lah 2.1-4; 2 Corinthians 35.

. To acquaint the audience with the var-
jous schools that function at this edu-
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cational center, interviews and discussions
were conducted with the instructors as well
as others involved in their operation. The
rle of each, school in carrying out the di-
vine educational program on a global scale
was_shown, It was pointed out that Gile-
ad School focuses on a study of each hook
of the Bible, on the modern-day history of
Jehovah’s people, and on preparation” for
missionary service. The branch school is
a marvelou_sIY comprehensive study of the
numerous fields of activity inwhicti Branch
Committee_members afe involved. The
School for Traveling Overseers is designed
not only to fill the needs of the travéling
brothers but also to eqmp them_to provide
the sort of spiritual he P that will especial-
y benefit the congregations.

To conclude the fine program, Lloyd Bar-
ry of the Governing Body delivered the ded-
ication talk on the'subject “Building With
Our Grand Creator.” He pointed out that
the Creator, Jehovah, takes dehght in all
of_his creations and invites us o rejoice
with him. (Isaiah 65:18) Since “he that con-
structed all things is God,” to Jehovah God
goes the ultimate credit for all of this con-
Struction. (Hebrews 3:4) Having expressed
such thoughts, the speaker said a heart-
felt prayer, dedicating the Watchtower Ed-
ucational Center to Jehovah, our Grand
Creator.* _

There is no doubt that the entire week’s
festivities will long be remembered b
those who attended.” Why not arrange to
visit the Watchtower Eddcational Cénter?
We are sure that visiting and touring it will
be an encouragement to you_ in your efforts
to learn more about our foving Creator and
to live by his righteous standards.

G, T
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emem%er your
rand Creator!

‘Remember, now,your Grand Creator . . . before the
calamitous days proceed to "_ECCLESIASTES 12:1.

EHOVAH gives his servants strength to  Creator. When Potiphar’s wife tempted Jo-
do his will, (Isaiah 40:28-31) This Is  seph to enga?e in_sexual immorality with
true re ard ess of their age. But young ~ her, he frrmr( refused and stated:” “How
people e dicated to God should especially cou1d I commit this %reat badness and actu-
want to use their youth and strength wise- ~ ally sin_against God? gGenesrs 39:9) The
ly. Therefore, they take to heart the coun- Levrte Samuel remembe ed hrs Creat rnot
sel of “the congregator,” King Solomon of  only In his childhood but trou nout his
ancient Israel, Fle Urged: “Remember, now, |If [S d’imyel 122 8 218 3.1- LYouth
your Grand Crestorn- the days of your vl ethlehem cerarnly ept his

reator In mind. His trust in God was evi-
y%’&%&“ %r r};%%je b&f%eet@‘éa‘}%'%Tv'éogﬁrf’&!é dent when he faced the Philistine giant Go-

\F/)vhen you will say: I Have no delight in ~ liath and declared: “¥ou are coming to me
them.’ Ecclesrastesll 1211 Wrthasword and Wrthaspear an Wrtha

2 Solomon’s admonition about remember-Javelin, b | am coming to you with the
ing the Grand Creator during youth was ~ [ame ?f d OVf‘h of armiss, 1 GOd tOft ¢
first directed to young men and"women of 41L& M Ings of hsrae wh omtyoHdave aun
Israel. They weré bord into a nation dedi- & '3 dlay Jenovan will surrender you into

my hand, and | shall certain| strrke ou
cated to Jehovah, What about the chrldren o)\//vn a0 remove your fiead Oﬁy yd

of dedicated Christians today? Surely, the you
Should bea thelr Grand Creator in ming |n P e>e<?stsea0f ggj ggﬁ)ﬁgamh tvr\)nllsrlge(l)w/xt#dagltlht%rres
they doso, they will honor him and will ben- conoreastion will kn B that neither with

s on sy P C oa sn
u V
Fine Examples From the Past 90 our hand.” Soon

3 Many young people of Bible record set MUSt %rve you men In
fioe examples as those Who remembered ~ Goljath was dead, and_the Philistines took
their Grar?d Creator, From early life o- oflrght—l Samuel 17:45-51.

Another young person who remembered
ward, Jacob’s son Joseph remembered his the Grand Creator gv s a captive lsraelite

1. How shoy]d oung peogle dedrrﬁrted to God glrI She gave such a fine Wrtness to the

want o use theif yoyth an sreng

2. Wgat should children of dedicated Chris- 4. (a Wha hows that o rG and C eator was
gran ha texam les were set by Joseph, Samuel, rem eren A% Elr\e/r?r @b |te gd m ; rra
and David? P Y P Pde rYsérroqN a%e remembered his Cre tor
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wife of S rran army chief Naaman that he
went to ghet Was cured of IeR
rosy< eca e a worshiper of Jehova
ings 5:1-19) Young Krng Josiah coura-
geouslzy romotéd the rzrure worship_of Jeho-
vah m §22:1-23:25) But the finest ex-
ampe of one who remembered his Grand
Creator while still of tender age was Jesus
of Nazareth. Consider what ha Pened When
he was 12 years old. His parents_took him
to Jerusalem for the Passover. On the re-
turn trip, they noted that Jesus was miss-
ing; so they tarned back to search. for him.
Ortthe thiyd day. they found him discussing
Scriptural questions with teachers at the
temple. Res%ondrng t0. hrs mother S anxious

Inquiry, Jesus asked Id you have to
g0 Ioo ing or me Did ou not nowt atI
must ernt e house of my Father?

2:49) It was beneficial for Jesus to obtarn m
formation of spiritual value at the temple,
the house of his Father.’ Today, the King-
dom HaI of Jehovah's Witnesses Is an ex-
cellent (5) ace t0 acquire accurate knowledge
of our Grand Creator.

Remember Jehovah Now!
5The wholehearted worshiper of Jehovah
desires to take up HIs service as soon.as pos-
sible and to serve God the rest of his days.
However, what are the Prospects of a Per-
son whose %outh IS spen
not remembering the Creator? Under divine
rnsprratron the con%recgator says Remem
ber, now, your Grand Creator In the days of
your yourig manhood, before the calamrtous
days rocee 0 come or the years have ar-
rived when you WI say 1 have no delight
In them.""—Ecclesiastés 12
6No one delights in “the calamrtous days”

our own words, 8W would you ex elss
f corrgregator said as recorded at Eccle

s
\r{Vhat evrdgncedr s there_that aged Srmeon and

51
wha
%
Anna remembered their Grand Creator?
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In vain becayse of

of old age. But the elderly who keep God in
mind afe joyful. For instance, aged Simeon
took the infant Jesus into his arms at the
temple and joyously declared: “Now, Sover-
eign Lord, you'are letting your slave go free
In"peace according to your declaration; be-
cause my eyes have seen your means of sav-
rn[q that'you have made réady in the sight of
I'the péoples, a light for removing the veil
from the nations and a gIor of your peo-
pIe Israel.” (Luke 2:25-32) Eighty-four-ye&r-
old Anna also remembered Her Creator. She
was always at the temple and was present
when the’infant Jesus was taken there. “In
that very hour she came near and began re-
turning thanks to God ang speakrn% about
the child to all those Wartrng for Jerusa-
lem’s deliverance,"—Luke 2:36-38.
TPresent-day Witnesses of Jehovah who
have grown old in God’s service may suffer
the pains and limitations of advanced age.
Yet, how happy they are, and, how much we
aPprecrate thelr farthful service! They have
of Jehovah,” for they know that
he has ssumed his invincible power toward
this earth and has installed Jesus C rrst
asapoweru eavenmeg (Neh emra 8.
10) Now is the time for young and old to
heed the exhortation: "Ydu young men and
also you virgins, you old men together with
boys. Let them praise the name of Jehovah,
for his name alone is unreachably high. His
A%mtfr Is above earth and heaven.”—Psalm

“The calamrtoys days” of old age are
unrewar Ing—per apsvery distressi —to
those who ¢ive no thought to their Grand
Creator and who have no understanding of
his glorious purposes. They have no spiri-

T. What] is the srtuatron of those who have
rown old in God’s service?

unrgewardlr:r?é( v%rhgm ar|s that t%alagr%éteouE dr-l>(/)w
would you eXplain Ecclesrastes 12:



tual comprehension that can counterbalance
the trials of old age and the woes that have
beset mankind since Satan was cast out of
heaven. (Revelation 12:7-12) Hence, the con-
gre?ator urges us to remember our Creator
before the sun and the light and the moon
and the stars grow dark, and the cloyds have
returned, afterward the downpour.” (Eccle-
sjastes 12:2; What is the significance of
these words? _

9 Solomon likens the time of youth to the
Palestinian summer when sun, moon, and
stars shed their light from a cloudless sky.
Things then look Very bright. In old aqe,
however, a person’s days are like the cold,
rainy season of winter," with one downpour
of trouble after another. (Job 14:1) How sad
it would be to know about the Creator but
fail to serve him in the summertime of life!
In life’s wintertime of old a%e, things dark-
en, especially_for those who have. passed
up opportunities to serve Jehovah in their
youth because of involvement in vain pur-
suits. Regardless of our age, however, let
us ‘follow Jehovah fully,” as did faithful Ca-
leb, a loyal associate of the prophet Moses.
—Joshua 14:6-9,

Effects of Advancing Age

“ Solomon next points to difficulties “in
the day when the keePer_s of the house
tremblé, and the men of vital energy have

0. What is represented by (a) “the keepers of
tlhe house"l? (b) Q‘the men 0 vﬁtgl energy’%

David, the captive
Israelite girl, Anna, and
Simeon remembered Jehovah

bent themselves, and the
grinding women have quit
workm%v ecau%e thedy have pe-

come few, and the la |efs See|n

at the windows have found 1
dark.” (Ecclesiastes 12:3) The “house” de-
notes the human bod){. (Matthew 12:43-45;
2 Corinthians 5:1-8) 1ts “keepers” are the
arms and hands, which protect the body and
supply, its needs. In old age they often trem-
ble with weakness, nervousness, and pal-
sy, “The men of vital energy”"—the legs—no
longer are sturdy pillars but have “weak-
ened and bend sothat the feet merely shuf-
fle along. Yet, are you not happy to seé elder-

y fellow believers at Christian meetings?
. 1"The grinding women have ?un work-
ng because they have become few"—hut
how? The teeth may have decayed or been
ost, with few if any left. Grinding solid food
is difficult or cedses altogether. “The la-
dies se_emq at the windows’—the eyes cou-
pled with the mental faculties by which we

see—hecome dim, if not completely dark.
D“And,” continugs the congregator, “the
doors onto the street have been closed, when
the sound of the grinding mill becomes low
and one gets up &t the sound of a bird, and
all the daughters of song sound Jow.” (Eccle-
siastes 12:) The two doors of the mouth
—the lips—no longer open much or at all
t express what is'in the “house,” or body,
of those of advanced age who do not serve
God. Nothing is sent forth on “the street
i ienart R o Sl 2t theuin

aows™?
() How is i(ti”th “the doors ontg th stgeet
reen closed™ (b) What do you think about
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Side, extolllnglJehovah in the congregation’
—Psalm 14911, _

UHow sad the lot_of oldsters, especial-

ly those who have |gn0red the Creator!

a’ys“the congrega-

tor: “Also, they nave

become afraid” mere-

I?]/ at what is high, and

there are terrorS inthe

way. And the almond

tree carries blossoms,

and the ?rasshopper

drags itself along, and

the caper berry bursts,

pecause man 1s walk-

ing to his long-lasting

_ Elderly Witnesses of Jehovah house and the W&”E[S

joyfully render saéred je(r:wcei[ to have marChed arOU_nd in

our Brand treator the street.” (Ecclesiastes

12:5) At the top Ofahlﬁh

of public life. Yet, what about staifcase, many of the
zea_rl)ous elderly Kingdom' pro- . ook aged are f%arfuh_m;] fall-
claimers? (Job 41:14] They may walk slowly ~ Ing; Even looking up at something high may
et el s ok e e gl W S
ﬂ'ﬁ'@aﬂﬁf'ﬁ’?{ but they surely praise Jan! %ﬁ_rgogsat the thought of injury or assault by

B The sound of the grinding mill be-""5\0e cece of an old man, “the amond
Cme ORI B o e Gpes ot ey e caries blossoms” apprently inicat

Ing that his hair turns ‘gray, then snow-
?8}‘89'% Even the chiring of a Dird dis- e The hoary hairs il ke B white

im. Few are the songs that he sings ‘
- : » Dblossoms of the ‘almond tree. As he ‘drags
QR(IjI htlhs r%nderﬁ?g of ary m§|°‘tj 15 felebj_e. nimself along,"perhaps bent over with arms

: €, auglers” %hsor;g 0 ¢ meho G hanging down or hands resting on his hips
no eSf— soun %W- €€ der ydorg)es ﬁaf' with the elhows crooked upward, he resem-
INg 0T MUSIC an 50|n producea by Oters  ples'a grasshopper, It any of us look a itle
Is"poor. However, older anointed ones and [ike that, though, let otfiers take note that

their companions, some of whom also are !
not so young, keep on raising their voices in g‘%ﬂ%gghﬁgh S Energetlc spee%{g

songs of praise to God at Christian meet-  pagés 8-13)
IngS. How glad we are to have them at our

_ 14, What fearf]é)la%ue the a{ggd? _
13, |I-Iow 08s tk\e congbrelgath describe otmar 15, How I |}]t t “the almond tree carries blgs-
roblems. of the elderly, but what Is true of old- so[ns,” and how does the grasshopper ‘drag It-
r Christians? self along™
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BThe elderly persons a%Petne is 1o lon-
ger keen, even If the o before him i
3s tasty as the caper berry. These berries
have long been used to stimulate appetite.
‘The bursting of the caper berry’ stggests
that when an-old man’s appetite diminishes,
even this fruit fails to awaken his desire for
00d. Such things indicate that he is nearing
hIS long-lasting house,” the grave. It will be
his homie forever If he has failed to bear
his Creator in mind and has pursued such a
wicked course that God dogs not remember
h|m In the resurrection. Signs of approach-
% deat are evident from the mournful
tones and dgroans of complaint issuing forth
from the doors of the oldster’s moutf.
T'\We are urPed to remember our Creator
“before the silver cord is removed, and the
golden bowl gets crushed, and the jar at the
sft])rmg is broken, and the waterwheel for
the cistern has been crushed.” (Ecclesiastes
12:6) The “silver cord™ may he the spinal
cord. Death is certain when' this marvelous
pathway of |mpulses to the brain Is |rrepa
rably damaged. The “golden bowl” may de-
note'the brain, contalned in the bowllike cra-
nium, to which, the spinal cord is attached.
Golden for preciousness, the brain when bro-
ken down spells death.

B“The jar at the spring” is the heart
WhICh receives the stream of blopd and
sends it out again for circulation through
the body. At death, the heart becomes liké a
broken Jar, shattered at the spring because
it can 10 [onger receive, contain, and pump
out the blood vital for the body’s nolrish-
ment and refreshment. The ‘crushed water-

r e ca er terr §yg@ited b¥ Ithe QHESth%ngg

S“H house,’ at signs ognapproac
eat ecome vl ent

IS te ve|' cord” removed and what
T]Sa Wthaet |(sJ tﬁg f|0 wratrlelgresen t the sprin
and what happens \%en It |s% ﬂ pring”

wheel for the cistern’ ceases to turn, end-
ing C|rculat|on of life-sustaining blood. Je-
hova thus revealed the circulation of blood
QS OOI’I”JH long before 17th-centur R
manW Illiam Harvey demonstrated t it
circulates.

OThe congregator added: “Then the dust
returns to the_€arth just as it happened to
be and the spirit itself returns to_the true
God who gave It I(Ecclesmstes 12: 7% Wlth
the “waterwheel” crushed, the huma
originally made out of dust from the groun
retirns fo the dust. gGenesw 20 3 96)The
souldlesbecauset e spirit, or [ife-force, giv-

bv God returns to and resides with our
Crea or.—Ezekiel 18:4, 20: James 2:26.

ThoseWhoulgememBer?

DSoloman very effectively showed how
imp ortant Itis to'remember our Grand Cre-
[ F rel y,acom arat|velyshort and trou-
|s nota here '3 lld]se who

eeJJ ova In mmd and wholehearted-
0 his will. Whether th e?/ are youn or

d, they have the same attitude’ as
of Moses who prayed: “Show us just how

19 Hovv do the words of Ecclesiastes 12:7 apply

as Moses requesting when he prayed
as recordtegat Psalm 90 q § g pray

How Would You Answer?

O Why are young people urged to
remember their Creator?

O What are some Scriptural examples
of those who remembered their
Grand Creator?

O What are some effects of old age
described by Solomon?

O What future is there for those who
bear Jehovah in mind?
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to count our days in such away that we may
bring a heart of wisdom_ in.” God’s humi-
ble prophet earnestly desired that Jehovah
show, or teach, him and the people of lsra-
el to exercise wrsdom In valuing ‘the days
of their years’ and using them”in a God-
approved manner.—Psalm 90:10,12.

Especially should Christian youths be

21. Ifwe are to count our days to Jehovah’s glo-
ry, what must we do?

“The true

e T

Godhimselfwill brrn every sort ofwork into

determined to heed the congregator’s coun
se torEear the Creator hn mrﬂ %Nhat S (ten
did og ortunrArest y aveto renders cred
Servi I Regardless 0 oura %W
evr |fwe garn 0 count ou %as 0 Jeho
sgé)rrern this “time o

t0 keep ri toncountrn
for Ver, Z)DanrehZp Jqolhn 17:3 To so of

course, We must rememper ou Gre-
%tt(orr tt)/\l(e; ! st also fulrpﬁ our who e0 Chhga

INg
0D?

thejudgment in relation to every hrd en thing,

as to whether it isgood or

EHOVAH suploorts those. who keep re
memb errng Im as their Grand
ator. His | sprre Word ﬂrves them the
knowled e neee to be u Reasrn g o
him. Go spirit guides them _in” do-
Ing the drvrne erl and |n bearrn fruit in
BVErY 9oodwork (olossrans 0) More-
over eho éth provre] prrrtu% 00 and
teocratrc |rectront roug the f
|screet%ave SMatt ew 244 g
man%wast n] h) avehav
en’sblessin ?teyserv ova n car-
ry out the vital work of preachin t e good
riews of the Krngdom— ark 13

Ft.e(Jl\O/Yeh?at provisions has Jehovah made for his
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ECCLESIASTES 12:14.

2 True Christians are hapﬁy to be occu-
pied in sacred service to Jehovanh. Yet, some
may get discouraged and think that their
efforts are meaningless, At times, for in-
stance, dedjcated Christians may wonder if
their conscientious efforts are really worth
while. When reerctrnr}; on family study an
other activities, questions like” these” may
well arise in the mind of a family head: s
Jehovah reall¥ pleased with what we are do-
ing? Are we fulfilling our whole obligation
to"God?’ The congregator’s wise words can
help to answer such questions,

2. Regardrng service to Jehovah, what questions
may arise?



Is Everything Vanity?

3Some may think that the ‘wise man’s
words are no veryrencouragmg to anybody
—young or old. ““The greatest vanity!’ said
the congregator, ‘Everything is vanity.”
(Ecclesidstes _12:82 Actually, 1t is the very
height of vanity fo ignore’ the Grand Cré-
ator in gouth, fo grow old without serving
him, and to_have only advanced age to show
for a long life. All has been vanity, or emp-
tiness, for such a person even 1f he dies
with wealth and fame in this world that is
|Kln in the Qower of the wicked one, Satan
the Devil—1 John 5:19.

4Not everything is vanity for those who
lay up treasures”in heaven as Jehovah’s
faithful servants. (Matthew 6:19, 20) They
have plenty to do in the rewa_rd_mP work of
the Lord, and such, labors definitely are not
in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) But if we are
dedicated Christians, are we keeping bus
In God-assigned work in these [ast” days
F_Z Tlmoth% 13 Or have we settled int0 a
ife-style that differs little from that of our
nelgh ors in general? They may be associ-
ated with various religions and may be quite
devout, attending their houses of worship
regularly and trying to carr%/ out what their
fofm of worship re(iu_lres of them. Of course,
they are not proclaimers of the Kingdom
messa%e. They do not have accurate kiowl-
edge that this is “the time of the end” and
have no sense of urgency about the days in
which we are living—Daniel 124.

bJesus Christ said of our critical times;
“Just as the da%/s of Noah were, so the pres-
ence of the Son of man will be. For as the
were in those days before the flood, eat-

3. 1n ke_e%ing with Ecclesiastes 12:8, what is the
ve%hmg t 0f vanity? o
frt. ) hy Can it be said that not everything is van-

Y . .
5° If the normal purspits of life have become our
chief concern, what sHouId we (JE)%

ing and drinking, men marrying and wom-
enbeing given in marrlage, until the day
that Noah entered into the ark; and they
took no note until the flood came and swept
them all away, so the presence of the Son of
man will be.” (Matthew 24:37-39) In moder-
ation, there is nothing wrong with eating
and drinking, and marriage IS an arrange-
ment originated by God himself. gGenesm 2
20-24) Yet, if we realize that the normal
pursuits of life have become our chief con-
cern, why not make this a matter of prayer?
Jehovah can help us to keep Kqu_om inter-
ests first, dowhat Is right, and fulfill our ob-
Ilgatlon to him.—Matthew 6:33; Romans 12:
12; 2 Corinthians 13:7.

Dedication and Our Obligation to God
6  Some baptized Christians need to pray
earnestly because they are not living up
to the ministerial obligations they assumed
When the;r made a dedication to’ God. An-
nually, well over 300,000 have been haptized
for @ number of years now, but the overall
number of active Witnesses of Jehovah has
not kept pace. Some who became Kingdom
publishers have ceased to proclaim the'good
news. Yet, individuals must have a megn-
Ingful share In the Christian ministry be-
fore they are baptized. So they are dware
of the commission Jesus gave to all his fol-
lowers: “Go .. . and make disciples of peo-
ple of all the nations, haptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all
the thlnqs | have commanded you.” (Mat-
thew 2819, 20?, Unless th%y have the m(ﬁ]
extraordinary limitations because of healt
or other facfors beyond their control, bap-
tized individuals who are no longer serving
as active Witnesses of God and"Christ are

6. In what important way are some haptized in-
dGl(\)/é@als %amﬁg to ful?ﬁl their Oblﬁl at|zon to
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not living up to their whole obli atron be-
fore our rand Creator.—Isaiah 43:10-12.
7Ancient Israel was a nation dedicated to
God, and under the Law covenant, Its peo-
ple had qbligations before Jehovah, For In-
stance all males were to assemble for three
annyal festvals, and a man who deliberate-
ly did not keep the Passover was “cut off”
In death. (Numbers 9:13: evrtrcus 23:1-43;
Deuteronomy 16:16) To fulfill their obliga-
tion to God s his dedicated Eeo ple, the Isra-
elites had to gather for worsh E(Deuteron
omy 31:10-13 Nothrnr% in the Law said, ‘Do
this rfyou c fit it into your life.’ Forthose
now dedicated to Jehovah, surely this adds
welght to Paul’s words: “Let us consrderone
another to incite to love and fine works, not
forsaking the gathering of ourselves togeth-
er as some have the custom, but encolirag-
%one another. and all the' more so as you
ehold the day drawrngnear (Heb s 10
24 25) Yes, re ularly “assemb |n with f
low bélievers. | rs ?art of a dedicated Chrrs
tian’s obligation to God.

Weigh Your Decisions Carefully!

8Perhaps you are a oung person’ ded-
icated #o Je ovah Rich bledsings will be
Yoursr you keep Kingdom Interests first in
fe QProverbs 10:22) With prayer and care-
ful planning, you may be ablé to sPend at
|east your younger years in some torm of
full-time sérvice—a fine way to show that
you remember your Grand reator Other-
wrse materral interests may %rnto 0CCU-

nlos of our time and atte tion ere
eo em eera you may marry earg/
Ife and gi into et to acqurre mat rr
thrngs A ucratrve career may absorb muc
of your time and energz ?ou ave chl
dren, you will have to”Shoulder family re

7 Wh§ should we meet together regularly for

th houl
8. f ould a derg/“grn%dedrcated person grve

prayertul consi his sacred’ service?
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Not everything
is vanity for those who serve Jehovah

onsrbrlrtres for decades (1 Timoth
ou may not have forgotten your Gran Cre
ator, but It Is wise to, realize that your ear-
y planning, or lack of if, may set the course
for your adult Iife. In later years, you may
look back and wish that at |east your young
adulthood had been more full spent In sd-
cred service to our Grand Cre tor. Why not
give yourfrospects or ger ul thought Tight
fow, Spthat ouwrllﬁrn atisfaction in our
sar:re7 service to Jehovan In your youhger

ars’

9 Consider another set of circumstances
—those of a man who once served as a
she nerd of the flock of God.” (L Peter 5:

For some reason, he voluntarily relin-

What may be possible fo
and on%e sttO ereJ

ho has gri
0|deﬁ one who has Por?w)rlr
In the congregatlon

eavy responsivi



quished such privileges, True, he has grown
older now, and it may be more diffictlt for
him to carry on in God’s service. But could
It be that he should \e}\?am reach out for
theocratic privileges? What blessings such
a man might bring to others If he isable to
shoulder more responsibility in the congre-
gatlon! And since no one lives with regard
0.himsglf only, friends, and loved ones will
rejoice If he IS able to increase his service,
to God’s glory. gRomans 147, E[? Most of all,
Jehovah will'not forget what anyone does in
his service. (Hebrews 6:10-12) So, what can
help us to remember our Grand Creator?

Ajds to Rememberin
gur &rand (ET_]reatorg

_DThe cong_regato_r was in an excellent po-
sition to provide guidelines for ouy remem-
bering our Grand Creator. Jehovah had an-
sweréd his heartfelt prayers by grantin
him extraordinary wisdom. (1 Kings 3:6-
Solomon made a thorough Investigation o
the entire scoPe of human affairs. Moreqver,
he was divinely inspired to commit his find-
Ings to Writing so as to henefit others. He
wrote: “And besides the_fact that the con-

regator had become wise, he also taught

e ‘people knowledge continually, and"he
Ron ered and made 4 thorough search, that
e might arrange man}/ proverbs in order.
The congregator sought to find the delight-
ful words and the ,vvrltln(lz of correct words
of truth."—Ecclesiastes 12:9, 10.

1The Greek Septuagint rendering of
these words reads: “And moreover, because
the E_reacher Was Wise, pecause he taut?hé
mankina wisdom; that the ear might fin
what 15 comely from parables,. the preach-
er made diligent search to find pleasing

10. Why was the congregator in an excellent po-
S|t|orl)t3/.ﬁrowdeequn%llcﬁes on the matter o F}e-
memberi ?1(%1 ran

reaf (? o
éLe]T?W ys we accept Solomon’s wise coun-

words and a writing of rectl)tklde—words
of truth,” (The Septuagint Bible, translat-
ed by Charles Thomson) Solomon endeav-
ored o reach the hearts of his readers with
delightful words and truly mterestm? and
worthwhile subjects. Since his words found
in the Scriptures, are the product of inspi-
ration by holy spirit, we can without reser-
vation accept his findings and wise counsel,
—2 Timothy 3:16, 17, o
DEven iri the absence of mogern Ermtln_?
methods, there were plenty of books avail-
able in Solomon’s day. How was such litera-
ture to be viewed? He said: “The words of
the wise ones are like oxgoads, and just like
nails driven in are thosé indulging in col-
lections of sentences; they have beén given
from one shepherd. As regards anything be-
sides these, my son, take™a warning: To the
makmg of manY books there is.no’end, and
much gevotion fo them is wearisome to the
flesh."—Ecclesiastes 12:11, 12

BThe words of those possessing godl
wisdom prove to be like ox(_ioads. OW SO
They prod the readers or listeners to make
advancement in harmony with the wise
words read or heard, Moreover, those who
occupy themselves with “collections of sen-
tences,” or truly wise and worthwhile say-
ings, are like “nails driven in,” or solidly
fixed. This may be so because the fine words
of such individuals reflect Jehovah’s wis-
dom and can therefore serve to stabilize and
sugport the readers or listeners. If you are
a God-fearing parent, should you not make
every effort to Inculcate such wisdom in the
mind and heart of your child?—Deuterono-
my 6:4-9.

s S LR B

3. How can the waords.of those possessing god-
ﬁ/wgdo prove to.ob,e;ﬁi&e oxgoaHs, an wﬂogare
e “nails driven in™?
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U Why thou% did Solomon say what heus to acquire the very knowledge of God.”

did about hooks? Well compared with Je-
hovah’s Word, the endless volumes of this
world contain mere human reasoning. Much
of this thinking reflects the mind of Sa-
tan the Devil. {2 Corinthians 4:4) There-
fore, “much devotion” to such secufar mate-
rial produces little of lasting value. In fact,
a great deal of it can be Spiritually det-
rimental. Like Solomon, let us meditate
on what God’s Word says about life. This
will strengthen our fajth and draw us clos-
er to Jehovah. Excessive attention to oth-
er books or sources of instruction, can wear
us out. Especially when such writings are
the product of worldly reasoning thdt con-
flicts with godly wisdom are they upwhole-
some and destructive of faith in God and
his purposes. So, then, let us remember
that the most beneficial Wr|t|n95 of Solo-
mon’s.day and our own are those that reflect
the wisdom of the “one shegh erd,” Jehovah
God. He has provided the 66 books of the
Holy Scriptures, and to these we should give
Paramount attention. The Bible and he P
uI publtcattons of the ‘fatthful slave’enab

Tob ks ofwhat nd is |t not beneftmal
%guv muc devotion™ d)Tow at |ter ture
sholild we give prime consideration, and w

How Would You Answer?
O Why would you say that not every-
thing is vanity?
O Why should a young Christian give

prayerful consideration to his sacred
service?

O To books of what kind would it
not be beneficial to give "much
devotion"?

O What is "the whole obligation of
man"?
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—Proverbs 2;

Our Whole Obligation to God

bSumming up his entire_investigation,
the con re(I]a or, Solomon, sa E The con-
clusion of The matter, everything having
been heard, 1s: Fear the true God and keep
his commandments. For this 1s the whole ob-
ligation of man. For the trye God himself
will bring every sort of wark into the Jud?
ment in relation to every hidden thing, as 1o
whether it is qood or bad.” g(Ecclesmstes 12
13, 14) A wholesome fear of, or reverential
regard for, our Grand Creafor will protect
us;, and hopefully our families, from puy-
syjng a foolhardﬁ course of life that could
brin untold trouble and sorrow ypon us ana
our foved ones. The wholesome fear of God
IS pure and is the very beginning of wisdom
and knowledge, (Psalm 19°9; Proverbs L.7) If
we possess |n5|ght based on God’s Inspired

Word_and apIDY its counsel in all things,
we will be flllng our “whole obligation”
to God. No, 1t 1S not a matter of making a
list of obli attons Rather what Is required
IS that w1e t)ote crlgturesw(%n re-
solving life’s problems and always do things
God’s Way.

BWe should realize that nothing escapes
the notice of our Grand Creator. %Prover s
15:3) He “will bring everY sort”of work
Info’ the Jud?ment Yes, the Most High
will judge all things, mcludlng those hldden
from himan eyes. Awareness of such fac-
tors can Serve as an Incentive to observing
God’s commandments. But the greatest in-
centive should be love for our heavenly Fa-
ther, for the apostle John wrote: “This Is
what the love of God means, that we ob-

) How would you expres Solomo wr
88 &Jt thgo |P V\re arg %atturllfl?l? omu?noblltg)jn\(/)\?t to
16. As regards judgment, what will Jehovah do?



Unlike many books of this world, God's Word is refreshing and beneficial

serve his commandments; and n)(et”h S cogn this vital now, for the Klng Jesus Chnst IS
mandments arg not burdenso 61 John  present, and the dayo udgment b K/I im as
53 A dsmceGodscommandmfi?tsare 6- odsapfomted udge 1S near— atthew
g {0 tproEnote our lasting welfare, sure-
p éterl\slemt) grp]ygfof?sf ngt aurOéE“ orWIOS\?etr% ! B AEach one oftus b n0Wl|Jnd8rdIVIHe SCrU-
iny. Are we spiritually inclined, or have
Oﬁc the ﬁfaﬂ reahor They want to fulfill wo¥|d|y nfliences bee allowed to weak
their obligation to him. en our relationship with God? (1 Corinthi-
Fulfill Your Whole Obligation ans 2:10-16; 1John 2:15-17) Whether young

If we are wise and truly desire to ful-0r old, let us do all we can to please our
f|II our whole obl| janon t0 Cayoéj beS| e tha“d Creator Ifwe obeyJehovaR and keep

kee mﬁ IS com ents, we will have a |s comman dments, we WI|| reject the vain
tial fe lS”L him, Inaeed thin

s of the passing old world. Then we
rer\{eq‘eearo Je?]ro\(;ah ISt ea%eimnm of wis: can gntertamtﬁe hop ofeverlastmg?lfem

dom,” ﬁn those observmg is command- ~ God rom|se new system of things. (2 Pe-
ments have_“good Insight.” (Psalm 11] 10 ter What ?ran prospects these are
Proverbs 172) Let. us erefore act Wllls Iy for aII Who fulfill their whale obligation to
and obey Jehovah in all things. Especially God

S Mttt ven o 18, g o o e
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GIves

HAT pursuits cosume Kour

time and eneroy s making

a good name 0r yourself a
matter of concern to you? Do you. de-
vote ourself to the gathering of rich-
es? How about gursumg a cdreer in a
certain field of endeavor or deveIo n
expertrse In ong_or more branch es
learning? Is cultivating good relation-
ships wiih others important to you? Is
stayrng in good health your main con-
cer

AII of the foregoing may seem to
have some value ut what is of prime
importance? The Brble answers: “Wis-
dom s the prime thing. Acqurre WIS
dom.” (Proverbs 4:7) So how ma
ain wisdom, and What are Ifs ben frts

he second chapter of the Bible book of
Proverbs provides the answers.

“Pay Attention to Wisdom”

In the loving words of a father wise
King Solomor” of ancrent |srae SaY5:
s 0n |fyou wil
g and treasyre up mr own com-

mandments with yourself, so as to
ttentron to wisdom wrth%our
rYOU maY Incline gour ear
i dtscer ent moreov f Zoa
out o nderstan mP itself rrt/
ﬂ e ort our voice ordscern
keepsehek or It as or

ver a easures
ng mgf orIt, |nt tC S\}
ersta

etearo Je
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FECEIVE MY S

and you will find the very knowledge
of God."—Proverbs 2:1-

Do you_see where the ‘responsibili-
ty for gaining wisdom lies? In these
verses e expression “if you” appears
three times. Clearly, it is up to each one
of us to seek wiscom and its handmaid-
ens—discernment and understanding,.
First, though, we need to “receive” and
“treasure Up” in memory the words of
wisdom recorded in the Scriptures. For
this we need to study the Bible.

Wisdom s the ability to put God-
ﬁrven knowledrrre t0 roPer use. And
ow wonderfully the Bible makes wis-
dom available! 'Yes, it contains words
of wisdom, such as those recorded in
the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes,
and we need to pay attention to these
words, We also find in the pages of
the Bible many examples that Show the
benefits of applying godly Rrrncrples
and the pitfalls of |ﬁnorm them. (Ro-
ans 15:4: 1 Corinthians 11? For in-
stance, consider the account of greedy
Gehazl, the attendant of the prophét
Elisha. (2 Kings 5:20-27) Does it' not
teach us the wiSdom of avoiding greed?
And what about the tragic outcome of
seemingly harmless visits made %/
cob’s daughter Dinah to the daug ters
of the land” of C anaan (Genesrs 34:1-
31) Do we not readil b discern the foI
of bad assocratrons Proverbs 13:2
1 Corinthians 15:33



Pagrng attention to wisdom entarls acqurr
ing discernment and underatan | 9
cordrn to Webster’s Revised Una |d|ged

B'“h ot thepi ”tev'thch it Gt

e onet Ing from aniother. cern-
ment |sthegab|I|t to disting urshry ht from
wrong and then t choose the COrrect course,
Unless we ‘incline our heart’to discerment
or are eager to acquire It, how can we stay
on “the road leading off into [1fe™ (Matthew
7:14: compare Deuteronomy 30:19, 20 The
sfudy and application of God’s Word imparts
discérnment.

How may we “call oyt for understand-

mg”—the tfrlrty to see how the aspects of

bject relate to one another and to the
whole? Age and experience, of course, are
factors that can heI us develo ?reater un-
derstan |n€ ot necessarily o éo
l% Wrth more. understan mp
than oIderme | behave,” said the psalmis
“hecause | have observed your [Jehovah’s|
own orders.” He also sang. “The very dis-
closyre of your words g es Ina;h makrn
the inexperienced ones tnderstand.”
119:100," 130) Jehovah is “the Anc] nt o
Days,” and he has understandrng mfrnrtely
Su enor to that of all mank |n Daniel
13) God can mgartunderstan mgto an ip-
ex enence one, enab |n% Im to Surpass In
th t quality even thoseo errngears There-
ore We ought to be diligent in Studying and
r% ying God’s Word, tfie Bible.
he repeated phrase “if you” in the open-
o assage of the second chapter of Proverbs
Is Tollowed hy such ?xgressrons as “receive,”
‘freasure uRv call out, ke}ep seeking,”
“keep searching. Whn does the writer se
thes exPressrons of Increasing intensity?
Sagsone ference work: “The sage Lhere*
hasizes engcessrt of eamestness In the
ursult of wisdom.” Yes, we must_earnesf g
ursue wisdom ang its related qualities—i
cernment and understanding.

W|II You Put Forth the Effort?
maJor factor in the pursuit of wisdom is
ped igent ?tudg of the Bible, Thrs st dny
? sou much more th an rear
srm rte ake of ettrn Inform |on
se | me |tat|on nwh a we read IS an
ess ntial vBart of stg grn g the Scnﬁtu es.
arnrn Isd om and discernment 1nvolves
Pon enntTr over how we (ian use what we are
earning nsolvrng problems and in making
decisior’s, Acquiring understandrng calls for
contem lating howt enew matenal frts in
with watweareaey know. Who will deny
that such a reflective stu ey of the Brbe re
ﬂ]urres time and ene ngetrc ffort? The InVﬁ
ent of time and eriergy. Is similar to that
gentwhen ‘seeking for ilver and searohrn%
for hid treasures,™Will you put forth th
needed effort? Will you uy outt eoogor
tune time’to do so —E hesians 5:1
°”ttdthwh%h‘e§teae‘ ttetsurtéeawa'to“h”
We Wi |
% Why, we Wou|1d%l ﬂt ét [Lnowf
deofGod '—the sound, sta e, life |vrng
know edﬂ%o our Creator Qohn 1735
fear of Jehovah” is also a freasure { arn
How va t]lab e this reverential awe of him is!
The healthy fear ott |spleasrn him must
overn every aspect of our life, addin
gorntual drrh/ensPon to al?that We r? %c
eslastes 12
keen esrre t0s garch and dig fors iri-
tuaI treasures should be burning within us.
To facrlrtate our search, Jehovah has rovrd

tattttrttt t%%'ttat% tnvtreattt“thtt
| as_other Bible-based lPubhea IOH
\?n/ ew 24:45- 475Forﬁured fatron In |s

an ways, Jehovah has also rvre
Chnftran meeétin s Wenee to atten hese
ar |vee

9'[ meSke tOW at IS e|n sar I]A

treasureu tootut oonce ee
g bout ourrrelat/ronshgp wit Je ovah IPI -
rews 1
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You Will Not Fall
Often, a search for bur-
led gems Pold or silver
proves fruitless. This does
not have to be the case
Wlth the search for s |r

|tua tre}asu es. Y
not? himself
m Soo on

gtves wisdo

ssures s,
erg are ﬁnow?
d discernment”

mouth
edge an
roverbs 2:6.

King Solomon was re-
nownéd for his wisdom.
gl Kings 4:30-32) The

criptures reveal that he
had ‘knowledge of g vari-
ety of subjects, including
fants, animals, human nature, and God’s

ord. The discernment he displayed as a
Young king in settling the dispute hetween
W0 Women, each clalmln? to be the mother
of the same child, helped to bring him inter-
national fame. (L Kings 3:16-28) What was
the source of his great learning? Solomon
prayed to Jehovah for “wisdom ‘and knowl-
edge” and the ability “to discern between
good and had.” Jehovah granted him these.
—2 Chronicles 1:10-12; T'Kings 3:9.

We too should éara%/ for Jehovah’s heIp as
we diligently study his Word. The psalmist
prayed. “Instruct me 0 Jehovah, about your
way. | shall walk in your truth. Unify my
heart to fear your name.” (Psalm 86:11) Je-
hovah approved of that prayer, for he had it
recorded in the Bible. We tan be confident
that our earnest and frequent prayers for his
he lP to find spiritual treasures in the Bible
will not go unanswered.—Luke 18:1-8.

Solﬁmon points out: “For th upr 3Eht 0nes

e il teasure U ractlca wisgom: for
those Wa[kmg in nﬁepgrlty heisas |e|’dh
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Solomon prayed for wisdom.
So should we

obs%rvmgng 'ﬁ)aths 0 EiUdfgd

vergll atc se {
oPerstn r|y -

teogsness an h g
ang u r|? ?
entlre uf'se 0 what |s

" (Proverbs 2:7-9)
hat a reassurance this
is! Jehovah not anly gives
true wisdom to those who
smcereI}/ seek it but also
roves 1o be a protective
shleld for the upnght 0Nes
because they manifest true
wisdom andloyally conform
to his nghteous standards
May we”be among those
whom Jehovah helps to understand “the en-
tire course of what is good.”

n “Knowledge
ItseW}Eecomesvﬁélea ant”

Personal study of the Bible—an essen-
tial requirement for seeking wisdom—is not
necessarily a pleasant prospect for many
people. For example, 58-year-old Lawrence
says: | have always worked with mg hands.
Stu'\%/m g is hard for me.” And 24-year-
oId ichael, who d|d not enjoy stud¥|ng in
school, says: “I had to force myself to sit
down and study.” Yet, a desire to study can
be cultivated.

Consider what Michael did, He relates: “I
disciplined myself to study for g half hour
every day. Soon | could see the effect on m
attitude, my comments at Christian meef-
|n?s and my conversations with others. Now
| fook forward to my study periods, and |
hate to have anything interfere with them.”
Yes, personal Study’ becomes an acquired
taste when we see’the progress we make.
Lawrence too applied himselt to Bible study



and, In time, came to serve as an elder in a
congreg ation of Jehovah's Witnesses.

0 make personal study an en oyable ex-
perience re urres consist teffo eben

efits, though, are reat hen ome
S e
says

>hrlrt |ts)e|?wrll ke

Solomon ‘thin mggj ﬁ
gufar over yoy, disceriment itself wi
afequard you."—Proverbs 2:10, 11

“To Deliver You From the Bad Way”
In what wa er Wrsdom knowle g
thrnkrng a || ﬂ]rscern ent
to be sae % LNe are to
ou rom aot( a Sohomon
ansea i erv etrn
from thos vroN he so upr
essto km the arkn
osewoare eorcr dF do
are ﬁ] t pery rsetrnso ba
0se Whose npaths are crooked ang
w o are devrous |
—Proverbs 2:
Yes, those Who cherrsh true wisdom avoid

association with anyone speakrno perverse
things, that IS, thrn scontrary ow at IS

true and rg ht, T | %1ab| ity and dis-
cernment ernrs rotec lon ﬁ? nst those
who reject the truth onl |nt ewa

of darkness and agarn t ose who are
vious and who findl pleasure in evil deeds
—Proverbs 3:32.

How grateful we can be that true wisdom
and its "associated qualities also protect us
from the bad wa of immoral men'and wom-
@{t 8o‘omon i P{s that these roualrtres are

0 deliver yoy from the strange woman,

rom the foreign woman Wﬁ has made
er owr} ayin ssmogt 018 avrng
the tial friend of her Xout a]
w o as orgottent veEy cove antof
ﬁ'” anord wn to. death her house oes

down to t otent In death
er tracks. None oP oserh%vrng rglatrons

thelr general course”

with her will come hack nor will they r
%a}nt epaths ol thase Inprng W s

“The strange woman,” the Prostrtute IS
Portraye as onewoleaves he confiden-
lal frrend of her youth’ —|key the hus-
band of her oung womanhood. Rompare
Malachi 2:14)) Shé has forgotten the prohi-
bition on adultery that was part of the
Law coyenant. ( xodus 20:14 er tracks
are Ieadrnr% 0 death. Those havrﬂg
with ight never “regain t roa s f
those living, srnce sooner or aterl eg %y
reach a ornto no return, name eat
from wh |c teX cannot come ac A man
ofdrscernment nd thinking ability is aware
of the lures of | oralr% and wisely avoids
getting entangled n the
‘The Upr ht Il
Resrder % éNrth

summing up the obhectrve of, ﬁ coun-
s%lsgnlswrs omOSoomo saters ewa?urf-
soodpeo f,ieeYnnJ thnatithe athso'tthergﬁ

eous on Xou may keep.” (Proverbs 2:20
What a erfu urgoewrsoomservesl
helps us |ead agapg nd satistying life that
meets with God's approval.

Consider aIso the V\%rand blessrnﬂs that are
|n store ort ose k'In ewa y of
peo " Solom ncont“tues e
mar the ones that will reside in fHe
eart rdthebam ss are the oHes thzit<
r] ﬁ oerrnrt Sre ﬁrdstewr
wv e cut off from everye

and a rtetreacherous ey WI
torn awa nkrt Proverbs
ou be a 8“% e

lameless W ﬁ esige
orever In GOU's righteous new wor e-

*Tt(}e Wod stran er was ||ed to thoeh no
turne élsr e rom wasr ar ony Wit

aw and thus arenate themselves from Jehovah.
ence, P grostr ute—not necessarily a orergn-
er—Is referred to as a “strange woman:
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What Can Be Done About

Discouragement?

OW can a
H person fight
discourage

ment? This was the ques-

tion put to several traveling .

overseers, who regularly VISIt
congregations of Jehovah’s Wit-

nesses. Their answers can help us to
analg(ze the causes of discouragement
and the remedies for this condition that
can affect any Christian,

More than an analysis is needed to deal
with _dlscouragiemen . but the symptoms
may include a‘lack of interest in prayer or
In personal study, a slacking off in ‘meet-
ing attendance, the absence of enthusiasm,
and even a certain_coldness toward Chris-
tian companions. One of the most telling
signs, however, is a drop in zeal for evange-
lizing, Let us examine the symptoms and
consfder some remedies.

Discouragement j
Our Evang&umg\/%rk -

. Jesus Christ was aware of the difficul-
ties associated with the commission to make
disciples. #Matthew 28:19, 20) He sent his
followers forth as “sheep. amidst wolves,”
knowing that their preaching activity would
brlng persecution upon them. (Matthew 10:
16-23) Yet, this was not a reason_for them
to become discouraged. In fact, God’s ser-
vants who have pra¥erfully relied on Jehovah
have often been § rengthened by persecu-
tion.—Acts 4.29-31; 5:41, 42,

Even when Christ’s disciples were not
suffering intense persecution, they were
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| 8

not always fa-

vorably received,

(Matthew 10:11-15)

. Likewise, the Rreach-

ing work of Jehovah’s Wit-

nesses is not always per-

formed with ease today.* To

many people, belief in God iS a per-

. sonal matter that they do not wish. to

discuss. Others want nothing to.do with

a religious organization toward which they

have certain prejudices. Without a doubt, in-

difference, the lack of results, or various oth-

er problems can be formidable sources of dis-

couragement. How can these obstacles be
overcome?

_Obtaining Better Results =

The joy that we draw from our ministry is
Partly rélateq to the results obtained. How,
hen, can we have a mare productive minis-
try? Well, we are “fishers of men.” (Mark
116-18) Fishermen In ancient Israel went
fishingat night when they could catch the
most fish. WE too need to analyze our terri-
tory sothat we go “fishing” wien the major-
ity of the People are at iome and are more
recegtlve 0 ourm ssage. This may be in
the evening, on weekends, or T‘t some other
time, According, to one trave |n% Overseer,
this Is practical'in areas where people work
all day. He notes that evening wﬂnessmg of-
ten brings excellent results, Telephong or
Informal' witnessing also enables us to reach
more people.

n T T o ke



Perseverance in_the ministry produces
good results. In Eastern Europe and in
Certain. African countries, the Km?dom-
Preachmg work s progressing well, and
his has resulted in fine’increases, Similar-
ly, many congregations have heen formed in
areas long considered unproductive or even
In territory covered very frequently. How-
everhvghat if yours is riot producing such
results?

Maintaining a Good Attitude

Havmq clearly n mind the goals set by
Jesus. will help“us not to become discour-
aqed in the face of indifference in the min-
istry. Christ wanted his disciples to search
out des,ervmg ones, not to perform mass
conversions. On several occasions he point-
ed ouf that the vast _ma{onty would not ac-
cept the good news, just as most Israelites
did not listen to the gim{)hets of old —Eze-
kiel 9:4: Matthew 10:11-15; Mark 4:14-20.

The “good news of the kingdom” is re-
ceived with gratitude b¥ individuals “con-
scious of théir spiritual need.” (Matthew
5:3; 24:14) They Wwant to serve God in the
way that e spécifies, Hence, the results of
our 6_lC_’[IVI'[¥ are related more to the heart
condition of the Reople than to_our aptitude
for presenting the message. Of course, we
need to do our best to make the good news
appealing. Yet, the results depend on God,
for Jesus said: “No man can come to me un-
less the Father, who sent me, draws him.
—John 6:44.
Our evan ehzmq work makes Jehovah's
name knowl. Whether people listen or not,
our preaching activity contributes to the
sanctification of Jehovah’s holy name. Fur-
thermore, by means of our gvangelizin
work, we prove that we are C

hrist’s disci-
Ples, and we have the puwjege ofsharlng In
he most Important mission being carfied
out in our day.—Matthew 6:9; John 15:.

Discouragement and Relationships

Certain human relationships, either in
the family or in the congregation, can cause
discouragement, For instance, there is the
feelmq_ of not heing understood. The im-
perfections of fellow believers may also dis-
courage us. Once again, the Scriptures can
be of reat help toUs.

“The. whole association of brothers”
worldwide makes up a large spiritual family.
(1 Peter 2:17) But the feelln% of bel_on(]]mg
to aunited people can fade when difficulties
arise because of personality conflicts. Evi-
dently, flrst-centurg Christians were not im-
muné to such problems, since the apostle
Paul repeatedly had to remind them to live
together in_unity. For example, he exhort-
ed"two Christian women—Elodia and an-
tyche—to resolve their differences.—1 Co-
erzmthglans 1.10; Ephesians 4:1-3; Philippians

If this is the problem, how canwe rekindle
a sincere love for our brothers and sisters?
By reminding ourselves that Christ died for
them and that they, like us, have exercised
faith in his ransom sacrifice. We can also
bear in mind that many of our brothers are
Prepar_ed to imitate Jesus Christ by risking
heir lives forus,

Some years a([;o, in_Paris, France, a young
Witness did not hesitate to grab hold of 3
suitcase containing a bomb that had been
put outside the Kifgdom Hall. He ran down
several flights of sfairs before throwing it
Into a fountain, where it exrr])_loded. Asked
what motivated him to risk his life in this
way, he answered: “| realized that our lives
were in danger. So | thought it was better
for me to die alone than for all of us to he
killed.™* What a blessing it is to have such

* See pages 12 and 13 in Awake! of February 22,
1985, published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society of New York, Inc.
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companions who are ready to follow Jesus’
example so closely! _ _
. Additionally, we can meditate onthe spir-
it of cooperation that existed among Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses who were in the concen-
tration camps during World War I1.* More
recently, our brothers and sisters in Malawi
Jéjst_as_fanhfully stood their ground as true
hristians. Doés nat the thought that our
brothers in the local congregation would act
In the same way under adverse circumstanc-
es move us to overlook or at least minimize
daily tensigns and difficulties? If we culti-
vate the mind of Christ, our everyday rela-
tions with fellow worshipers will b a Source
of refreshment, not discouragement.

Discouraging Personal Feelings

“Expectation postponed is making the
heart sick, but the thing desired is a tree of
life when 1t does come.” (Proverbs 13:12) In
the eyes of some of Jehovah’s servants, the
end of this system of things is not com-
Ing soon enough. Christians Tind the period
in“which we are living ‘critical ana hard
to deal with,” just as many unbelievers do.
—2 Timothy 3:1-5.

*See the articles “I Survived the ‘Death March'”
in The Watchtower of August 15, 1980, and “Keep-
ing Integrity in Nazi Germany” in Awake! of
June 22, 1985.

In Our Next Issue

Should You Fear the Apocalypse?
Our Parents Taught Us to Love God
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In contrast with unbelievers, however,
Christians should rejoice to see in these
trialsome conditions the sqn of Jesus
presence, which indicates that God’s Kl_ng-
dom will soon bring an end to this wic
ed system of things. (Matthew 24:3-14)
Even when the sitiation gets worse—as
It certainly will during the ™great tribula-
tion"—theSe events afe a sodrce of joy to
us because they herald God’s incoming new
world.—Matthew 24:21: 2 Peter 3:13.

Mentally puttm([; off the Kingdom’s inter-
vention iri present-day affairs could cause
a Christian to devote 'more and more time
to material ursunf. It he were to allow
such things as secular work and entertain-
ment to take up all his time and energy, it
would be hard_for him to fulfill his Scrigtur-
al responsibilities P_roperly. (Matthew 6:24,
33, 34) Such an attitude promotes frustra-
tion and thus discouragement, One travel-
Ing overseer commented: “It is unrealistic
to"attempt to build a poor imitation of the
new system in this system of things.

Two of the Best Remedies

Once 3 dla?nosm has been mace, how can
an individual find a good remedy? Person-
al study is one of the best methods avail-
able, Why? “It reminds us why we have
to do what we do,” remarked a traveling
overseer. Still another explained: “Preach-
ing merely out of obligation becomes bur-
densome in time,” But good personal study
helps us to regam sharp view of our Jole
as We get closgr to the end. In the same line
of thought, the Scriptures repeatedly re-
mind us of the need to be well fed spiritu-
ally inorder to have true haggmess in doing
God's will—Psalm 1:1-3; 19:7-10; 119:1, 2.

Elders can help others to overcome dis-
courar%;ement by making encouraqmg shep-
herding_ calls on them:. During These ‘p |-
vate visits, elders can show that each of us



Upbuilding
shepherding calls by
loving elders can help
Christians overcome
discouragement

IS reatly_apé)re_ciated
and occupies an impor-
fant place among' Je-

hovah’s people. (1 Co-

rinthians 12:20-26)

Referring to fellow

Christians, one elder

said: “To underscore

their valye, | remind

them ofwhat they have

accomplished in the

Past. | point out that

hey are precious in

Jehiovah’s eyes and

that the blodd of his

Son has been_given in

their behalf, This rea-

soning is always well

rece|v%d. Once this has

been backed up with

solid Biblical refer- _
ences, those who are dlscouraged are in
a position to set new goals, such, as famil
Brayer and study and Bible reading.”—He-
rews 6:10, _

Durin shePherdlng calls, elders need to
be careful not to make it appear that God
is impossible to please. Instead, the el-
ders can help discouraged fellow worshipers
to see that the load on Jesus’ followers is
light. Consequently, our Christian service is
a source of joy.—Matthew 11:28-30.

Vanquishing Discouragement
Whatever its causes, discouragement is
a scourge that must be fought, Remember,
though, that we are not alone in this fight.
|f we"are discouraged, let us accept the help

of our Christian companions, especiaII){_ the
elders. By doing so, we may lessen feelings
of d|scoura?ement.

Above all, we need to turn to God for
help in overcoming discouragement, If we
Prayerfull rely on"Jehovah, he may help us
0 vanquish d|scoura%ement entirely. (Psalm
55:22; Philippians 4:5, 7) In any caSe, as his
peoFIe we can share thé sentiments of the
Esa mist who, sanq: “Happy are the people
nowm%the joyfy shoutmig(;. 0 Jehovah, in
the light of ¥our face they Keep walking. In
your hame they are JOYfUI all day long"and
in your righteausness they are exalted. For
you are the beauty of theif stren%th; andp
ggulrsglo?odwnl our horn Is exalted."—Psalm
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"My Visit to the Kingdom Hall"

Laura,* a college student, was assigned to attend a religious service and write a report
about her experience. She chose Jehovah's Witnesses, and she entitled her essay
"My Visit to the Kingdom Hall." What did Laura find different about the Witnesses?
Among the many things she mentioned were the following.

Children: “All the children
were In the same room as
the adults In all the church-
em at | have attended the
children leave ther garents
and have to attend Sunday
School.”

Racial harmon?]/' “Usuall¥

churches draw membes

of a certain race or ethnic

. Vet the Jehovah’s

| nesses were all sﬂtmg to-

%et er and not in ceftain
liqUes.”

* A substitute name.

A welcoming spirit: “Many
people came ‘and spoke to
. Some even asked me
|f I Was studyln(IJ the Bible
with anyone.”Yet, | did not
feel that they were pressuring
me. They. . . left the deci-
sion to me.”

COHEBS
nu
Ua@aviiii

No collections:, “One thing
that reall¥ surprised me was
the fact that nobody took
an of erlng The church-
es that I'Ve been to even
took offerings in the chil-
dren’s classes.”

There are nearljl 90,000
congregations of ehovahs
WitnesSes worldwide. Why
not Visit the one nearest
you?
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