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Our Quest for a
LONGER LIFE

‘Mai\ brng rivo an Js
EN todav few  short-|ive E g lt With  of these methods had any
ould contradict a |tat|o 0S50 F SUCCESS.

this ref ectron on dOWGOHh al fCUtO Today, some 350
the revrt of life, € runs i years after Moses record-
tou it Was written shadow and 09 not eep ed Job's séatement man
SOME” 3,500 years_ago. existing.8-fob 14:1, 2 Ras walked on the moon,
People have afways found invented cars and com
It unsatisfactory’ to taste the prime of life puters and rnvestr ated the atom and th e
briefly and then' to orow old and die. There-  cell. Yet, despite a uch tec noo rca a
fore methods t% profong life have proliferat- vances we are still “short-ljved an
ed throug out history. with agrtatron Itis true that in eoe

In Job's fime Egn gtrans ate the testrcles countrigs the reexgectancg/ as rncrease
of animals | rnavar ttemgt 0, regamt eir  dramatically over the last céntury. But this
youtn. One of th er[)rrme 0 éectrve of medi-  Is mainly the result ofrmproved ealth care,
eval alchemy was to produce an elixir that — more efficient hggrenrc measures, and bet-
could [ead to Ion%rerr e. Many alchemistsbe- ~ ter nutrition. F examﬁle from’ the mid-
lieved that artf crallg progiced qold would  19th centurv fo the beg nrng of the 1990's
|ve immortal life and t at ea rng from  the average ife span in’ Swedgn rose from 40
%ol en plates would roonq ncrent to 75 years for men and from 44 to 80 years

rhes%Tgorsts reckoned that they cquld at for women. But d0ﬁst IS mean %hat an's

hemistry b usmg such tech-  urge to live fonger has been satistied?

ter t
exercrses 0, because even though in some coun

niques as meditation, ‘breathin

and diet and thus obtain immortality. trres more people live to” see o e, the
Lhe SﬁaP'Sh explorer Juan POﬂCﬁ de Leon  words Mose wote earsa ostill a ﬁ “In
IS known Tor his msatrable searc for the themseveste Y5 of ou earsa even
fountain of vout e_rlttur C- tv years; and if ecause ofs ecra mighti-
&)r recommended in hrs book ess e ar%erg y years ... for it ust
edrvrvus that youn virging rn urc ass y, ana’away WefI Psalm 90
ma room In”spri gtrme an t err ex- enea future, wr We seeftc ange?
aatrons ollected In bott s and used as a Wr man be able to |ve significant Ionger
eexten ing potion. Nee Iess to say, none  The next article will discuss such questions.
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How Can the
Quest for Longer

Succeed?

man’s efforts to prolong life. Dr. Ronald

latz Is one of them. He is president of the

ME cherish the hope that the new
illennium will see a breakthrough in

American Academy of Anti-
an qrganization of (Physmlans and scientists
dedicated to extenaing the human life sPan.
He and his colleagues plan to live avery long
time. “/’'m lookin{ at a life sloan of 130 ears,
at a minimum,” Says Dr. Klatz. “We believe
that aging is not inevitable. Technology ex-
Ists now Which can, slow, stop and per ahps
even reverse significantly the ghysmal e-
ferioration and"disease which aré current-
ly called natural_aging.” Dr. Klatz himself
takes about 60 pillS'each day in his quest to
prolong life.

Hormone Therapy and Genetics
—FSeasonsp%r I_-?o ee? o
Hormone therapy IS one field that inspires
ope. Experiments with the hormone known
as DHEA seem to slow down the aging pro-
cess in laboratory animals, o
Concermng the plant hormone Kinetin
the SWG%IS daily Aftonbladet quoted
Dr. Suresh Rattan, a professor at
Aarhus University, Denmark,
as saymgh;: Tests In our lapo-
rafory sfiow that human skin
cells ‘cultivated in kinetin do
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ging Medicine,

not change in the normal age-r_ela_ted Way.
They stay young throughout their lives.” In-
sects treafed with the hormone are said to
I|veI from 30 to 45 percent longer than nor-
mal,

Melatonin treatments are said to have ex-
tended the life span of mice by as much
as 25 percent, Moreover, the mice appeared
younger, healthier, and more vigorous.

Advocates of human growth hormane
(hGH). claim that it contributes to g{lowmg
skin, ‘increased muscle mass, elevated sex
drive, a lighter mood, sharper mental acuity,
and the metabolism of a teenager.

Many also look to genetics. Scientists have
reckoned that b){, manipulating genes, they
can control the life s%an of a nématode, or
roundworm. In fact, they have succeeded in
keeping some. of them ‘alive for six times
their normal life span. This has raised hopes

of finding and man+pu|at|ng similar genes
In umans. Time magazine quoted

Dr. Siegfried Hekimi of McGill
Un_|ver3|t¥, Montreal, as say-

ing: “ITwe find all of the hd-



man clock genes, we can perhaps slow them
down iUSt a [ittle, so we can extend life.”
Biologists have long known that an end
section, 0f chromosomes, the so- caIIed felo-
mere, is shortened each time the cell re-
Broduces When the telomere loses about
0 percent of its length, the cell’s ability to
reproduce is shut off and it dies. A particu-
|ar enzyme called telomerase can restore the
telomere to full length, thus allowing the cell
to keep dividing. I'most cells this enzyme is
repressed and inactive, but active telomerase
has been successfully inserted into certain
cells, making them grow and divide far be-
ond the normal number of times.
Accordrng to researchers, this opens up
sensatronal possibilities in fighting ae
re ated diseases. What about réplacing the
eys stem ceHL ells tha provide for the
reg neration of body tissue) with stem cells
that have been “immortalized” with active
telomerase? Dr. William A. Haseltine says:
“This_is a clearly articulated vision of fu-
man immortality that will be rntroduced
VY<|yr0ver the next 50 years. = New
York'Times.

Do Nan?_t noIo and
Cryonics 0 the nswer
Nanotechnolor%y, the scrence of engrneer
ing at a nano eter (a billionth of"a me-
ter) level, is also Inspiring hope. Visionaries
In that field claim that crfm uterjzed ma-
chines, far smaller than cells, may in the fu-
ture be engrneered to oBerate al a molefu-
|ar level to Tepair and rej venate agrng cell
tissues, and organs, At an anti-ag| 9 con-
ference, one researchersu gested thaf 21st-
century g srcransmrqht em lo nanotech
no”% e 6leynable man 1o become physically
Cryonrcs |s the Rractrce of freezrn%
human bod resr hopes that scienc
erl be able to revrve dead cells,
t us rrng g them back to life
garn The whole body, or ]USt the brain, can
be frozen. One man even had a hed sheet fro-
7en. Why a sheet? It belonged to a missing
friend and contained some skin cells and 3
few hairs. He wanted them frozen In order
to.give his friend the chance of returning to
life"if_ science reaches the point of recon-
structing people from just a few or even one
of their cells.

%her%g rust7

Man has a naturaI desire to Irve, not die.
Therefore screntrfrc rogressrnt 1S, omarn
i readil e socrahe with high
hopes. But so.Tar there is no hard evidence
that DHEA, Kinetin, melatonrn nGH, or an
other substance can actuall ;{ retard aqrn
In humans Skeptics fear that manipulatjn
the telomerase rn cells erl do noé rng ou
create entra cancer cells. And the use
of nano ec noo an cryonrcs IS still more
science frctront nrea lity.

Science has c?ntrrbuted \10 and may still
contrihute to, a onger and ealthrer life for
fome ut it will never give any Lyeterna
ife. Why not? Simply put, it Is because the
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root cause of aging and death lies beyond the
realm of human science.

The Root Cause of Aging and Death

Most scientists agree that a |_n(t; and
death seem somehow programmed into our
g_enes. The question is. When, how, and why
id they enter our genetic code, as it were?

The ‘Bible gives us the S|mPIe_answer
—eventhough'it does not present it in terms
of genetics “or DNA. Romans 5:12 reads:
That is why, r]]ust as through one man sin
entered into the world and™death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men be-
cause they had all sinned.”

The_ first man, Adam, had the prospect
of living forever. His body was designed
with thé necessary faculties to live and en-
{oy eternal life. Eternal life was conditional
hough. Adam had to collaborate with and
be obedient to the Source of life, his Cre-
ator, in order to maintain his life perpetual-
ly—Genesis 1:31; 2:15-17.

Adam chose to disobey the Creator. In ef-
fect, Adam claimed thgt man is better off
ruling himself independent of God, Thus he
sinngd. From that point onward, it was as
If his genetic code, was altered. Instead of
Pass_mg on everlasting life as an inheritance
0 his 0ffspring, Adam transmitted sin and
death.—Genesis 3:6, 19; Romans 6:23,

_ The True Hope

That situation, however, was not to be P_er-
manent. Romans 8:20 says: “The creation
was subjected to futility, not tgy_lts own will
but through him that subjected it, on the ba-
sis of hope.” Man’s Creator, Jehovah God,
subjected humans to death because they
sinned aga_mst nim, but when doing this he

also established a basis for hope.
This hasis was clearly jdentified when Je-
sus Christ came to earth. John 316 says:
For God loved the world so much that he

6 The watchtower—OQOctober is, 1999

gave his only-begotten Son, in order that
Bveryone exercising faith in him might not
be destroyed but have everlasting life.” How
though, can exercising faith in Jesus Christ
save s from death? _

If sin is the cause of death, sin has to be
removed before death can be abolished. Ear-
ly in Jesus” ministry as the Christ, John the

aptizer said: “See, the Lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1
29) Jesus Christ was completely without sin.
Thus, he was not subject to déath, which Is
the punishment for sin. Nevertheless, he al-
lowed others to put him to death. Why? Be-
cause by doing so, he paid the gnce for our
sins.—Matthew 20:28; 1Peter 3:18,
~ With that price paid, the possibility of liv-
ing without ever dying, was opened up for all
those exercising faithin Jesus, Science may
contribute to Prolongmg qur lives to a very
limited extent, but exercising faith in Je-
sus is the real way to everlasting life. Jesus
gained such life i heaven, and his faithful
apostles and some others will too. Yet, for
most of us who exercise faith in Jesus, ever-
lasting [ife will be on earth, when, Jehovah
God has restored the earthly Paradise.—Isa-
iah 255:18; 1 Corinthians 15:48,49; 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:1,

Everlasting Life on a Paradise Earth

. One man asked: “How many people will
find 1t worth while |IVI_nH once they dont
have to die?” Will life without death e bor-
ing? The_ Bible assures us that it will not.
“Everything he has made pretty in Its tjime.
Even time “indefinite he has put in their
heart, that mankind_may never find out the
work that the true God has made from the
start to Ahe finish.” (_Ecclesla%tes 3:11()) Jeho-
vah Goa’s creation 1S so rich and complex
that it will continue to mtnque us, stimu-
late us, and make us happy aslong as we live
—even forever,



A man who studied the bird known as
the Siberian Jay called it “an extraordinary,
enchan_tm% acquaintance” and claimed that
observing the bird was one, of the most en-
joyable experiences of his life, The more he
studied the bird, the more mtrlglumg he
found it. He said that even after 18 years,
his study was far from finished. If one spe-
cies of bird can intrigue, stimulate, and keep
an intelligent man happy during an 18-year-
long, intense study, just imagine the poten-
tial for joy and satisfaction that there must
be in st ylnqhth_e entire earthly creation.

Picture all the interesting fields of science
that will open up to someone who is not re-

Eternity is the only time measure
that can do justice to the
possibilities life has to offer

stricted by time. Imagme all the
fascinating places there will be
to exploreand all_the interest-
Ing ?eople there will be to meet.
Try to grasp the endless possibil-
ItIes to"concelve, create, and con-
fruct things. There will be no
limit to the” opportunities for us
to develop and make use of our
creativity. When we reflect onthe
abundance of creation, it Is ob-
vious that eternity is the oply
time measure that’can do justicé
to life’s possibilities.

The Bible shows that by means
of a_resurrection, Ilvmgi forev-
er will also be extended To those
who are dead. ‘John 5:28, 29
Many of the mysteries of history
might hecome "clear to us when
those who experienced them can
fill in_the details and answer qur
questions. Think of all the in-
sight on different periods of his-

_ tory that the resurrected ones
will supply.—Acts 24:15.

When contemplating that time, you can
appreciate that the resurrected Job mag
want to revise the statement found at Jo
14:1. Perhaps he will offer instead: ‘Man
born of woman, now lives forever and is filled
with satisfaction.’ _

For thoge, Put_tm? trust in Jehovah and ex-
ercising faith in Jesus, prolonging life be-
yond thie limjts of time is not just dn elusive
dream. It will soon become a reality. Agl_nﬁ
and death will cease. This is in [ine Wit
Psalm 68:20, which says; “To Jehovah the
Sovereign_Lord belon% the ways out from
death."—Revelation 213, 4.
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Kosovo, Lebanon, and Ireland. These are names that have often
appeared in the news in recentyears. They conjure up in peoples
minds scenes ofbloodshed, bombings, and killings. Ofcourse, violent
conflicts caused by religious, racial, ethnic, or other differences are

not new. Infact, thepages of
I ZM“MI}{% history arefilled with them, and
kxcel ‘tng 1 \Aay have brought untold

sufferings to mankind.

EEING that there have heen wars ﬁable_of Iovm%one another anymore? What
hroughout history, many have come  hope is there that we will ever enjoy a peace-
to the conclusion that wars are really  ful, loving relationship with our fellowmen?
nevitable and that it is natural for
umans to hate_one another. Such views, .~ We Must Learn to Love God
flowever, are entirely contrary to_the teach-Jehovah God knows that in spite of every-
ings of God’s, Word, the Bifjle. The Scr| ing, mankind is still capable of showmq
tures declare unequivocally: “He that does™ love. That is why he reguires all who wan
not love has not come to kriow God, hecause  to please him td manifest love to the best
God 1 love.” gl John 48) It is clear that the ~ of thejr ability. This requirement was made
Creator wants humans to love one another.  clear by God's Son, Jesus Christ, when he
The Bible also reveals that man was creat- ~ Was asked to name the greatest command-
ed in God’s image. (Genesis 1:26, 27&1Th|s ment in the Law given'to Israel. He said:
means that mANKiAd endowed with the ca- *Youmust love Jefiovah your God with your
pacity to reflect God’s (iualme_s, the most ~ Whole heart and with your whole soul"and
prominent of which is fove, Since_this 15 With your whole mind.’ Thig is the great-
S0, why have humans failed so miserably ~ est and first commandment.” Then hé add-
n showing love Ip ope ?nother. Ahro.ughqhut fd. The secong like it, is thlf ,You must
|st_or%;? ain. the Bible provides in g t. love your neighbor as yourse f On these
It 15 Decause the first human pair, Adam  two commandments the‘whole Law hangs.
and Eve, rebelled agqamst od and fell it~ —Matthew 22:37-40. .
sin. As g result, all their of sEran%mherl_ted _ Manr ?eople feel, however, that it is very
sin and imperfection. Romans 3:23 explains:  difficult to love someone whom they cannot
“All have sinned and fall short of the gelo- see, and we humans cannot see Jehovah God
%of (od. Our_God-,?lven,abnlt toloveis  because he is a Spirit. (John 4:24) Still, we
narred by our inherited sin and imperfec-  are affected every da% by what God does,
tion. Does this mean that humans are inca-  as we all depend ‘on the many good things

8 The watchtower—OQOctober 15,1999



A eave himsel WrthoutwrtneSE g
r{; rvrng you rains from heaven aR
u yl seasons, fil m&; %/our hearts to t

| with food and good cheer."—Acts 14: 17
Even thouo/h everyone benefits from the
Creator’s pro r rons rn one wia or.another,
comE rative ful'to him or ar§

Ea.ﬁrargrt S

g/ grateu
moved to qiv tzw s t0 him, Thus, we nee
ota e stack 0 dt %oo things that Go
one orusa to meditate ntewn
eru ua Ities iper ate all that
06S. D gso shou)d ena eus {0 drsfcern
the awe-In Prrrn Wisdom an pwero our
%rand Cr salan 45:18) Apove_all
shquld help us to see what glovm Gdhe
1S, rnt at enotonly ranted ys li butalso

ade it possible for Us to enjoy the man
n]easuresp ? lIvin o Y

For e am le, t% kof tme engle(fs vari-
%trful owerst creat
one How Wongerf or us that g
oen owed us with t ea It to see an
to derive great I asure from l ings
of beauty! Srmgl y, God provided al
o no rr l Lor ursustenance How

thoughnt Qhrmt at he also created in us

eloquent proofs that God truly loves us and
hasqourogst Interests In mrnc!X—Psa Im 145:
1GB dIsarah 42|5 8h o us |
esides revealing himself to us throu
the ' %ook o? naturg the Creator, prougp
Word th% Biple, shows us what kind of
ers This rs ecause In the Bible are
recgr man of the loving thrn%s Jeh vah
rdrnt astan the’numerous bless-
mg{s] é)romr es to estowu on man rnd
Jt e Nea uture é enesis 22:17, 1
s317 P ﬁ 16: Reve atroR 214 Et)
Above all, the Bi Creveals {0 us %
estex#] ?]sronof 0d’s love towar ma rnd

IS 0N otten Son to be our R
eemer so thaty %an e(t)ree ?rom the

goe of sin and geath. (Romans 5
deed, the more we learn a ouA ulr Iown[%
reator, the more we are moved to love
rom our heart,
Learnrng to Love Our Fellow Humans
As esus or ted out in addition to Jov-
egﬁo Wl our heart, soul, anri mind,
S ? ove H gr or as ourseives In
ri eloveo Go ates us to ove oHr
i o mans. T %apose John 18 aine
Beloved ones, if this Is how G Us,
then we are ourselves under o gatron 0
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love one another.” He further empha-
sized; “If anyone makes the statement:
|ove God and yet is hating his brother, he
15 a liar. For ' who does riot [ove his broth-
er, whom he has seen, cannat be loving God,
whom he has not seen, And this command-
ment we have from him, that the one who
loves God should be loving his brother also.”
—1John 411, 20, 21.

Today we are Ilvmg in a world where most
people ‘show a me-fir'st attitude, bemg ‘lov-
ers of themse ves,” just as the Biblg fore-
toI? $ motty? iThereforT If we want
to learn the excelll %Wa of love, we have
to put forth serious e ?rt 0 make our mings
over and_ imitate our foving Creator, rath-
er than follow the selfish ways of peo le In
ener Romans % [Ppem od s
ven Jad towardt eu t an uIand W|Ck-

he ma e$ his sun rise upon WicK-

Reo ple and qood and makes it rain upon
fl teous P Fpehan unnc%hteous .Since

our eaven Iy ather sets such a magnificent
exampe for us, wes uld strive to"be kind
and helpful to all. By doing so, We can prove
ourselves ‘sons of our Lo mg heavenly Fa-
ther.'—Luke 6:35; Matthew 5:4o.

Sometimes such loving deeds result in

10 THE WATCHTOWER- OCTOBER 15, 1999

Christian love can be
shown by acts of kindness

helpin
frue
%oneo Jehova sWnnesses tngd
the Bible message with her nejghbor, only fo
be firmly rebufted. However, she Was not dis-
couraged by the_response. Instea % ?
%mue to sfiow kindness and tne to ehe
ul to the neighbor. One time she helped't e
neighbor move to a different house. Anot
er t|me she arranged for someone to accom-
Pan)( the nemhb [ to the airport to meet
atter’s re at|ves Later the ne| bor ac-
ce tedaBn%Ies y and eventuall became

a zealous Christian despite ver svere per-
secut|on from her hus ﬁnd es, those e
gresilons of love laid the groundwork for
verlasting blessings.

If we are honest ahout it, we will a%mlt
that Gods love for us Is not because we have
an abund nce ofadmirable qu %almes Onthe
contrary, e loves us even though we have
many Al tﬁ an sorteomme{; hat b emP
f e should likewise learn To ove our fe
oW hymans fs ite thelr manry faill
we train ourselves to discern arid appremate

peo(g)le become waorshipers of the
me Years, ago a housewife who
to share



the fine qualrtre? of other? rather than Iook
9fort elr faults, we will find rtmuc £as-
lef to feel love toward them What we feel
toward t em ma even go beﬁond the love
g{)verne bx J)rrn Rean inclUgde the warm
fection a fondness that exists between
close friends.

Letting Your Love Grow

Love and friendship need to be nurtyred
and cultivated, and among the essentral in-
redients for this are srncerrt and onest
%ome \r to hrde therrs ort omrn%\? I-
er to eavea favorable impression with the
people they want to befriend. However, such
a course often ba?kfrres as others venu
all frnd out the acts and are repe
? IS onest erefore we should not be
arar to a ot ers to Know Us as we tru-

are—even th oug we have S ortcomrng
t twe are striving to overcome. This mdy
ﬁ) to_open up frigndships with them.

or rnstance an elderly Witness sister
In a con%re atron In the Far East has had
ver ucation. Yet, she ne erLres to
hrd at fact from 0t ers She ran ){
Hnts for examp% %t she 1S not eto
emonstrate to others how to establish from

R}rog ecies and history that the Gen-

treTr es ended in 19 14*However she sets
such a rne example i zeal for the minjs-
ry, as well as in love and ?enerosrty for the
hrothers, that she is affectiona elﬁ/ referred
to as the jewel of the congregatio

In Spme cultures showrn% affection %pen
2/ rowned uon are taugnt to
eE ba olrte or aIr In therr deal-

th others. While If is awagsh%ocf

to ecourteous and considerate, Wi

notalowour olrteness to sti gr ide for
feelings toward others. Jehovah did not ee
ashaned to profess his affection for his cho-
sen people, ancrent Israel, saying to them:

umeFfrpdaegtgs”Slsi 1 Insight on the Scriptures, Vol-

“With a love o time indefinite | have loved
You (eremrahS :3) Similarly, the apos-
le Paul tola his fellow believers in Thessa-
lonica: Havrnq a tender_affection for you

we were well pleased to rm art to ou, not
th e oo news of t also our
ow ous ause ou became be oved to

hessaonran 2 oasw en
or 10 cultrvate enuine fectron of fe Iow
humans, 1t Is more in keeping with Bible

teaching to let such feelings be naturally ex-
pressedTather than suppressed.

Continued Effort Required

Learning to feel and to show love toward
others IS an on orng DroCess. Dorng 50 re-
ﬁurres much effort on our part because we
ave to work hard to overcome our own im-
Perfectrons as well as to resist the strong
nfluence of this loveless world. Howeve
the rich rewards this brrngls makes it reaIIy
worthwhile. —Matthew 24

Even in this ver im erfect world We can
enjoy impraved., relation swrt our feI ow
m%n resulting in much Joy, (P%ace and sat
IS actron {0 oU selves and to others. By ma
rng %uc an effort, we ca}n rove ourseves

rta/o the wonderful hope of livin
everr Godsnewworld Above all, by earn
mgt e excelling way.of love, we may qain
the approval an bIessranrs of our lovirig Cre-
ator, both now and for eternity!

In Our Next Issue

2000— A Marked Year?

Prepare for the Millennium
That Matters!

Benefits From Loving God's Word
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‘I likemanner my heavenly Father will also deal withyou ifyou do not
forgive each one his brotherfrom your hearts.- —matiew 183

E was likely a prostityte, not someone

ou would_éxpect to find n the home

of a religious person. If some were
hocked t0 see her there, what she did was
=’more shocking. She approached the man

with the highest morals and displayed her

apPrematlon for his works, washing Tis feet

with her tears and drying them With her  swer, ‘Certainly

hair. not!” Still, do you

2 That man, Jesus, was not repelled bytruly believe that
this woman, “known In the city to be'a sin- ~ you-are inclined to for-
ner.” But Simon the Pharisee,” whose home ?lve? Is that your basic na-
It was, was concerned that she was a sinner.  ture? Have you often dong so
Jesus resPonded by telling of two men in  readily, and would others de-
debt to a lender. One oweda lot—about two ~ scribe you as being forgiv-
years’ wages for a laborer. The other owed  Ing? Let us see wh%_each
a tenth of that—less than three months”  of Us ought to give this our
wages. When neither could re ot the lend- ~ frank, introspective atten-
er ffreely forgave thﬁrh] both.t” learly, tr%e tion.
one forgiven ‘more had greater reason to -
respond in love. After tgmg in the wom- F_oig]lgegess Needed

- - W hown to Us
an’skind act, Jesus added the principle: “He -
who is forgiven little, loves [ittle,” Bhen he Yoy are imperfect, as you know all too

4
Y h . Well. If asked, you'would even-admit it, per-
o1 her- “Your sins are forgiven."—Luke T. s recalli the words found at 1 Jomn

- ‘ 1.8: “If we make the statement: ‘We have no
3 Askyourself, Had| been that woman or sin * e aremisleading ourselves and the
if 1 were in a similar situation and mer- truth isnot inus.” (Romans 323’ 512)W|th
Cy fWﬁS.ShOWﬂ me, would | then be arshly  some, sinfulness may have been manifested
unforgiving toward others?” You might an- by gross, shocking sins, But even if you are

a) How did a well-known sinner show her Ot Knowingly guflty of such, there certain-

1 2 no
%Pﬁ(ree%hgt}g? 0t?]rseJoesus? (t5 What paint éﬂ? Jesus Iy are many times and ways in which you
3. What dopwe need to consider about ourselves? 4. We should admit what fact about ourselves?

12 the watchtower— O ctober 15,1999



have fallen short of God’s standards—you
sinned. Is that not s0?

SHence, your situation might correspond
to the apostle Paul’s description: “Though
You were dead in your trespasses and_in
he uncircumcised State of_}/our_flesh, God
made. you alive together with him [Jesus].
He kindly for%ave us all our trespasses.
(Colossians 2:13; Ep?esmns 2:1-3) Note the
phrase “forgave us all our trespasses.” That
covers a lof. Each of us has good reason to
lead as did David: “For your name’s sake,

Jehovah, Ql(ijUS\ even'forgive my error,
or It 1s considerahle.™—Psafm 25:11.
_6How can you—or any of us—receive for-
giveness? Akey is that Jehovah God is in-
Clined to forgive. That is characteristic of
his personalify. (Exodus 34:6, 7; Psalm 86:5)
Understandably, God expects ys to turn t0
him in prayerand ask_his pardon, ask that
he forgive 0s. (2 Chronicles 6:21; Psalm 103:

10,I4) And he has arranged a legal basis
for extending such forgiveness—Jesus’ran-
som sacrifice.—Romans 3:24: 1 Peter 1:18,
19 1John 49, 14, N

7You should see in God’s willingness to
forgive a pattern as to how you ought o
treat other humans, Paul focused on this,
writing: “Become kind to one another, ten-
derly Compassionate, freely forgwmg one
another just as God also by Christ freely
forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32) There s no
dodbt that Paul’s point involves our learn-
ing from God’s example, for the next verse
continues: “Therefore, become imitators of
God, as beloved children.” (Ephesians 5:1)
Do you see the link? Jehovah God forgave
You_, sp—Paul forcefully reasons—you fieed
0 Imitate Him and be “tenderly”compas-

) Fogwhat ShOLgd we be rat%fulto 0d?

6. What can we be sure of'with regard to Jeho-
vah and forgiveness? .

\7/éhlrp what way should you want to imitate Jeho-

sionate, freely forg_lvm%” of others. But ask
yourself, ‘Am | doing that? If it is not my
nature, am Iw_ork_m? In that direction, real-
ly sr},rlvmg to imitate God in being forgiv-
ing’

We Need to Work at Begng Forgl_vm%
81t would be nice to think that in the
Christian congregation, there are few oc-
casions when We ave to practice the %od-
ly.course of forgiving. The reality is other-
Wiise. Granted, our Christian_brathers and
Sisters are stnvmg to follow Jesus’ pattern
of love. (John 13:35; 15:12,13: Galatians 6:2)
They have long worked, and are still work-
ing,"to abandon ways of thinking speakmg,
and acting common to this wicked world.
They truly want to manifest the new per-
sonality. (Colossians 3:9, 10) Yet we cannot
ignore"the fact that the global congrega-
tion, and each local congregation, IS com-
posed of imperfect humans. Overall, they
are certainly better than they once were,
yet they are’still imperfect.
9In the Bible, God deliberately tells us
that we can expect imperfection in the con-
regation, am_on? our brothers and sisters.
onsider, for instance, Paul’s words record-
ed at Colossians 3:13: “Continue puttm% up
with one another and forglvm? one anather
freely if anyone has a cduse for complaint
against another. Even as Jehovah freely for-
gave you, so do you also. _
DSignificantly, the Bible here reminds us
of the“link betiveen God’s forgiving of us
and our duty and need to be forgiving to-
ward others. Why is this a challénge? Be-
cause Paul admitfed that someone may have
a cause for complaint against angther,
He realized that such causes would exist.

 \\B.s ruIdr? %%gvhatasto the composi-
iR

n%‘?o?ﬁérgﬁ surprised if prob-
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They must have existed in the first centu-
Iy, even among Christian “holy ones,” who
hiad a ‘hope reServed for them’in the heav-
ens.’_ECoIosswns 12, 5). So can we imagine
that it would be otherwise todaY when most
true Christians do not have the testimony of
the spirit that they are “God’s chosen ones,
holy and loved™? (Colossians 3:12) Hence,
we “should not conclyde that somethln? IS
exceptionally wrong if in our congre?a lon
there are causes for complaint—hurt feel-
ings over real or supposed wrongs.

1 The words of Jesus’ half brather James
also show that we must expect that we may
at least occasionally encounter situations
that call on us to forgive our brothers. “Who
IS wise and understanding among you? Let
him show out of his fine Conduct his works
with a mildness that belongs to wisdom.
But if you_have bitter jealouSy and conten-
tiousness in your hearts, do’not be brag-
glng and | mg against the truth.” (Jamés

13, 14) “Bitter Healousy and contentious-
ness” in'the hearts of trie Christians? Yes
James” words clearly suggiest that such had
surfaced in the first-century congregation
and will do so toda?/. _ _

DA real example involved two anpinted
Christians who had a fing reputation for ex-
erting themselves side by side with, Paul,
You may recall reading about Euodia and
Syntyche, members of the Philippian con-
?regatlon. Though not describing the mat-
er-In detail, Philippians 4:2, 3 shows that
there was some problem hetween them.
Did it begin with a thunhtIess, unkind
comment, a dpercewed slight, of a_relative
or some evidence of competitive jealoysy’
Whatever its nature, it became S0 serious
that Paul heard about it far away in Rome,

11, To what did the disciple James_alert us?

12. What problem arose In the ancient Philippi-
an congregpatlon? PP
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|cy silence may have developed between the
two spiritual Sisters, leading to their keep-
ing each other at a distance at the meetings
ormaking harsh comments about the other
to their friends. o

BDoes any of that sound familiar, like
what qccurred hetween some in your cqn-
gregation or somethm? that you™ were in-
volved in? A problem of that sort may even
now exist to a degree. What can we do? In
the ancient case, Paul urged those, two ded-
cated sisters “to be of the same mind in the
Lord.” They may have agreed to discuss the
matter, to Clear the air, to express a mutu-
al willingness to forgive, and then actual-
ly to imitate Jehovah's forgiving attitude.

here is no reason to think other than that
Euodia and Syntyche succeeded, and we too
can succeed. ‘Such a forgiving attitude can
be applied successfully today.

Make Peace—Forgive

UWhat does it really take to forgive when
ou have a problem with another Christian?
rank_lg/, there 1S no one simple method, but
the Bible offers helpful exam(Ple_s and realis-
tic advice. A key recommendation—thoygh
not an easy one 1o accept and apply—is sim-
Ply to forget the matter, to let'jt pass. Of-
enwhen a problem exists, as it did between
Euodia and Syntyche, each person feels that
the other is 1N ttie wrong or mainly at fault,
S0 in a situation like that, you may well
think that the other Christian is primarily
to hlame or has done the most harm. Never-
theless, can you simply close the book by for-
g:vmg? Realize that 1f, and this may be a
19 It, the other Christian 1s primarily oy en-
tlreIY at fault, you are in the prime position
t0 let the matter pass as forgiven and ended.

13. What I|kely_ a/vorke oult between Eyodia and
ant che, providing what lesson for us?
fl . Why is it oftcfanépossmle and best simply to
et the ifference pass?

ersonal



BLet us not lose Séght of God as our ex-
ample in forgiving. (Ephesians 4:32-5:1) As
to His pattérn in let m\%/err_ors pass, the
prophet Micah wrote: “Who is a God like
You, one pardoning error and passing over
ransqression of the remnant of his inheri-
tance? He wil| certainly nat hold onto his an-
E_er forever, for he Is delighting in loving-
indness.”—Micah 7:18. _
1By describing Jehovah as one “passing
over transgression,” the Bible is not saying
that he is incapable of recalling the wrongs,
havm(% some sort of selective amnesia. Con-
sider the cases of Samson and David, both
of whom committed serious errors. God was
able to remember those sins long afterward;
even we know of some of their Sins because
Jehovah had them recorded in the Bible.
Still, our forgiving God showed mercy to

, 1% Ea) How_did Micah. describe Jehovah?
| n\,{\lmganq)oes God’s “passing over transgres-

When a difference with a
Christian occurs, try to let it
pass; with time the matter
will gradually become
insignificant

those two, settin? them before
us as examples of faith to imi-
tate. —Hebrews 11:32; 12:1,

Yes, Jehovah was ab

v
‘pass over’ transgressions
eQ/en as David repea?e Izy asked
him to do. (2 Samuel 12:13; 24:
10) Can we, Imitate God in this,
being willing to pass over the
shghts and “offenses that our
fellow servants commjt as im-
perfect humans? Imagine your-
self on a Jet airplane sgeed-
mg down a runway. Looking
_out, you see near the runway
an acguaintance making the rude gesture
of childishly st|ck|n% her tongue olt. You
know that she had been upsét and might
have you in mind. Or she might not be
thinking of you at all. Anyway, as the plane
circles fo gdin altitude, you pass high over
the woman, who now seems to be Hus,t a
speck. In an hour you are hundreds of miles
away, and her offending gesture is long since
behind you. Similarly; many times it will

*One schoAar says that t?e HeRrew rgetaph r
used ﬁt M|%a 1:1815 “taken from the.conduct of a
traveller who passes on without notmmg an obﬁct
to which he.does not wish to %Ne his attention. The
Idea which F commuwcates not, dthg % IS un-
0 servanH] im, or that 1t Is reqarded by hm Sa
matter of [ittle or no |mportancg, but that he does
e T T AT B
—Jugge's 5% 1 Samuel 16.%. ’ J

7. (@) What approach can help ys to pass oyer
é1e ew rs, or oewgn_ifs, o%others,% 1Ifﬁ%stri g
to do that, how will we be imitating Jehovah’
(See footnote.)
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help us to forgive if we tr% to be like Jeho-
vah and wisely pass over the offense, (Prov-
erbs 19:11) Will not the slight seem tiny ten
years from now or two hundred years into
he Millennium? Why not %ust lef it pass?

BOn a rare occasion, though, you may
have prayed about the matter-and tried to
forgive, but you feel that you cannot. What
then? Jesus urged going to the other party
and trying to résolve the difference privaté-
ly to achiéve peace. “If, then, you are bring-
Ing your gift to the altar anqyou there re-
mémber that your brother hds somethmq
a?alnst You, |éave your gift there in fron
of the altar, and go away; first make your
peace with your Drother, and then, when
you have came back, offer up your gift.”
—Matthew 5:23, 24, _

DSignificantly, Jesus did not say to go
to your brothef to convince him that 5( u
were in the nﬁht and that he was in the
wrong. Maybe he was, More probably, there
was some fault on each side. In any case, the
goal should not be to get the othér party to
concede, to grovel, as it were. If that is how
you approach the discussion, failure will be
almost certain. Nor should the goal neces-
sarily be to review every detail of the real
or imagined offense, WHen calm discussion
in the Spirit of Christian love reveals a sad
misunderstanding at the core of the prob-
lem, you can botf {ry to clear that up. But
even 1f the discussion does not lead to total
agreement, is that always necessary? Would
It"not be better If you at least codld agree
that_ you both sincerely want to serve”our
forr%wlng God? When you face that reality,
It may De easier for éach to say from {rie
heart, “I am sorry that in our imperfection

18. I%we seem unable to put an offense behind
us, what advice can we a Bly’?

19. Wh tatéltude sh(?ul we have and what at-
g}gt ee rsEouI we avoid as we seek peace with our

16  the watchtower— O ctober 15,1999

\évee Qﬁé’ _tth,|,s difference. Please, let us pass
it,

HRemember that the apostles had their
differences, as when some of them aspired
to greater honor. (Mark 10:35-39; Luke 9.
46;"22:24-26) That caused tension, perhaps
hurt feelings, or even deep offense. But they
were able {0 pass over such differences ?nd
keep onworking together. One (l')_fthem at-
er wrote: “He that"would love life and see
qaod days, let him restrain his tongue from
what 15'had fmd his lips from sPea mI%; de-
ception, but let him turn away from what Is
bad and do what is qood; let Him seek peace
and pursue it."—1 Peter 3:10,11.

2 We earlier noted one phase of a cycle:
God forgave many sins that we committed
In the past, so we should Imitate him and
forgive_our brothers, (‘Psalm 103:12; Isaiah
43:25) But there Is another phase to this cy-
cle. After providing the model prayer, Jesus
said: “If you forgive men their trespasses,
%our heavenIY Father will also forgive you.”

ver a year later, he restated the essence,
teaching his disciples to pray; “Forgive us
our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everX-
ong that is in debt to us.” (Matthew 6:12,12;
Luke 11:4) Then, just days before his death,

20. \{Yhs%t can we learn from the example of the

apostles’
%E Jesus_provided what profound advice about
orgiving?

Do You Recall?

O How does Jehovah give us a pattern
to follow as to forgiveness?

O What must we remember about
those in the congregation?

O In most cases, what should we be
able to do about slights or offenses?

O If needed, what can we do to make
peace with our brother?



Jesus added: “When you stand praying, for-
8|ve whatever you have against anyone; in

rder that your Father who is in the heav-
ens may also forgive you your trespasses.”
—Mark 11:25.

tween Christians arises, ask yourself, ‘Is not

?amlng God’s forgiveness far more impor-
ant than my proving that a brother or a sis-
ter was wrong on some minor slight, some
petty offense, or some reflection of human

2 Yes, our prospects for continuin? to rewmgerfection?’ You know the answer.

ceive God’s forgiveness are to a large extent
contmgent on oHr bem% willin t% forgive
our brothers. When a personal %ro lem”be-

22, 3. ngcan our willingness to forgive affect

our future

3 What, though, when the matter is more
serious than a minor personal offense or
problem? And when dogs Jesus’ counsel re-
corded at Matthew 18:15-18 apply? Let us
next consider these matters.

YOU_MAY GAIN
YOUR BROTHER

“Go |
you have gainedyour

ITH less than a year of his min-
W istry left, Jesus had vital les-

sons for his disciples, You can
read them in Matthew chapter 18. One was
the importance of our being humble, like
children. He next stressed that we must
avoid stumbling “one of these little ones”
and that we sfiould try to recover str_ax-
ing “little ones” so that'they do not perish.
Then Jesus added valuable, practical advice
on settling difficulties between Christians.

2 You may recall his words. “If yourror, we need to work at being

brother commits a sin, ?o lay bare his fauﬁ
between you and him afone.’If he listens to
you, you have gained your brother. But if he
does not listen, take along with you one or

. 2. Jesus gave what practical advice about
c]ieazllng W|thgaults? P

laybare hisfault betweeng

ou and hint alone. 11 he listens toyou,
rother. "—MATTHEW 18:15.

two more, in order that at the mouth of
two or three witnesses every matter may be
established. If he does not listen to them,
speak to the congregation. If he does not lis-
ten even to the Congregation, let him he to
you just as a man of ‘the nations and as
a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15-17) When
should we apply. such counsel, and what
should be our attitude in doing so?

.3 The preceding article emphasized that
since we all are imperfect and prone fo_ er-
\ | _forgiving.
Thatis es?euall sowhen there'is hurt over
what a fellow Christian said or did. (1 Pe-
ter 4:82 Often it is best simply to pass over
the offense—to forgive and forget. We can

3. What general approach should we take toward
others” erfors?
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Jewsavoided tax collectors. Matthew
turned from his ways and followed Jesus

View dornq this as a contribution t? eace rn
the Christian conqre%atron 8

Proverbs 19:11) Yt, there may be an occa—
srr.in when YOU may feel that you must re-
solve a matter with your brother or sister

who hurt you. In such a case, Jesus” words
above provide gurdance )

4 Jesus advised thqht ou “la a:
fault between you and him alone.
%wrse Some German trans| atrens ph rase
t present his faylt “under four eyes,’
paning Yous ghc i er yo kil

bring u it usl

|sgea?|erP Tesolye. Ap brot‘ter who (?rd
rsar someth rn% offensive or unkind maﬁ
more readily acknowledge the error to yo

to Oﬂ]g”ﬂglpr ! fstgow can we apply Matthew 18:15
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alone. If others were Irstenrn% imperfect
human nature might incline him to den

being wrong or to tTy to justify what he did.

But as you rrngfthe Issue up “under. four
eyes,’ ou may ‘find that it Was a misun-
dersta ding rather than a sin or deliberate
wrong. Once you both grasp, it as a misun-

bare hrsderstandrng you can settle it, not allowing

fltrrvra IS5U€ t0 %row an ?rson your re
ationship. Hence, the prrncheatl\/Iatthew
18:15.can be applied even to minor offenses
in daily life;

What Did He Mean?
5 Strictly speaking, what Jesus advised
relates to more serious matters. Jesus said:

0 extuall to what sort of sins was Mat-
thew 1%& porntr ang what indicates ﬂt M



“If your brother commits asin.” In 3 broad
sense, “a sin” can be an mistake or failing.
(Job 2:10; Proverbs 21:2; James 4:17) How-
ever, the context suggests that the Sin Je-
sus meant must have been serious, It was
sufficiently grave that it could lead to the
wrongdoer’s bemd viewed “as a man of the
nations and as a tax collector.” What does
that phrase i

dis
6 Jesus’ disciples hearing those words

knew that their countrymen would not so-
cialize with Gentiles, (John 4:9; 18:28: Acts
10:28) And they definitely avoided fax col-
Iectors men Who were orn Jewish but
who turned into mjsusers of the People S0
stnctl{ speaking, the reference at Matthew
18:15-17 was t0" serious sins, not personal
offenses or hurts that you can S|mt2> y for-
give and forget—Matthew 18:21, 2
1Under the Law, some sins called for
more than forgiveness from an offended
Person Blasphémy, apostasy, idolatry, and
he sexual sins_ of ornlcatlon adulterY
and homosexuality were fo be reported 10
and handled by elders (or priests). That
IS true also in the Christian congregatlon
SLevmcusSl 20:10-13; Numbers 5:30; 3
2 Deuteronomy 17:9; 19:16-19; Proverbs
29:24) Note, though, that the class of sins
Jesus here spoke” of could be settled be-
tween two persons. As examPIes Moved b
anger or jealousy, a person slanders his fel-

cClintock and Stro sC clopedia sa ‘Th
ub,vt]:ans ’Ifa co?ectorsjgoft I\RW Te Yﬁ
f/)y1 as traitors an Rostate ﬁ

ere
Fguentlntercour with the heat
werecase WI Sln-
€9, m ecent lives

H [as y aldﬁo%%? resg%eemnset eII:' Oﬂ r|en ﬁOI’ com-

Eamon were foun among those who Ike them-
elves, were outcasts.”

eldgl) l W z‘évthc Etsssod ng%dcdt?ti ehgentd'eg
t petieen, twd Christians, in line it Matt Ew

lowman. A Christian contracts to do a job
with particular materials and to finish by a
certain date. Someone agrees that he will
repay money on a schedule or by a_final
date; A person gives his word thas if hig
employer trains “him, he will not (Oleven |f
chan ing Jobs) compete or trY to take, his

mplOyer’s clients for a sef time or in a
de3|gnated area.* If a brother would not
keep'his word and is unrepentant over such
wrongs, it would certainly be serious. (Rev-
elation 21:8) But such wrongs could be set-
tled between the two involved.

8How, though would you proceed in re-
solving the matter? Jesus’ words have often
been viewed in three steﬁs Let ys consider
each. Rather than view them as fixed, legal
procedures, seek to grasp their sense, név-
er losing sight of your loving goal.

Strive to Gain Your Brother
9Jesus began: “If your brother commits

a sin,.go lay bare His fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, jou
have gained your brother.” Clearly, this is
not a step based on mere suspicion. You
should have evidence or specific informa-
tion that you can use to_help your broth-
er to see that he committed a'wrong and
needs to set matters straldht It i good to
act grom tly, not ett|n he matter row

|etting his attityde pecome entrenche
And do ot forget that brooding over it can
damage you too Since the discussion Is to
be befween You and him alone, refrain from
talking.to others beforehand to win sympa-
thy or“improve your self-image. (Proverbs

* Buginess or financial matters.i V0|VI
of deceit, traud, or tric erg/ can fa |nt ran
sin that Ol]esua meant. n| IC t|on
|n the |rect nrecorded t at

ave an I S} a]tlgn of slaves emp oyees
owe money an to repay.
R/'Iatt Q\avt fg(i%l)d we bear in mind as to applying
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Often WE can resolve a matter
“under four eyes"”

1(2);(12|5; 17:9) Why? Because of your

DYour objective should be to gain
your brother, not to castigate, hu-
miliate, or ruin him. If he really has
done wrong, his relationship”with
Jehovah 1s at risk. You surely want to
keep him_as your Christian prother.
The likelihood of success will be en-
hanced If in the private discussion you re-
main calm, avoiding harsh words or an ac-
cusator%/ tone. In this loving confrontation,
rememDer that you hoth are imperfect, sin-
ful humans. (Romans 3:23, 24) As he real-
izes that you have not gossiped about him
and sees that you sincerely want fo heIP, a
solution may readily come: This kind, clear
approach will especially reflect wisdom if it
turns out that you both share a degree of
fault or that a misunderstanding was real-
ly at the root of the matter.—Proverhs 25:
. 10; 26:20; James 3.5, 6.

1If you help him to see that a wrong
occurréd and that it_is serious, he may
be moved to repent. Realistically, thouq-h,
[irlde can be an obstacle. (‘P_ro_v_erbs 16718

7:19) So even If he does not initially admit
the wrong and repent, you may E)ause be-
fore taking the matter further. Jesus did
not say ‘goonly once and lay bare his fault.”
Since’it’s a %m that you ¢an resolve, con-
sider approaching him“again in the spirit of
Galatians 6:1 and “under four eyes.” You
may succeed. (Compare Jude 22,°23) Yet,
what If you are convinced that a sin has
been committed and that he will not re-
spond?
10. What will help us to gain our brother?

11. Even If an R‘ender 0es not listen to us,
what might we do?
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Getting Mature Help

PWould you want others to %lve up on
you quickly”if you were quilty of a serious
wrong? Hardly. Accordingly, Jesys showed
that after the first step, gou should not
ﬁlve up.trying to gain your brother, to keep
Nim united with ?/ou and others in worship-
ing God acceptably. Jesus outlined a second
stép: “If he does not listen, take along with
you one or two more, in order that at the
mouth of two or three witnesses every mat-
ter may be established.”

BHe said to take “one or two more.” He
did not say that after taking the first step,
you are free to discuss the problem with
many others, to contact a traveling over-
seer, or to write to brothers about the prob-
lem. Convinced as you may be about the
wrong, it has not really béen fully estab-
lished. You would not want to spredd nega-
tive information that could turn out to be
slander on your part. (Proverbs 16:28; 18:8)
But Jesus did say to take annﬁ one or two
others. Why? Arid who could they be?

2, 13. (3) Jesus outlined what second step in
c]iealm &?}h aHIts?l_Jg‘JiW e}’tv are ?m?ng pregad-
tions in applying this Step?



%You are t_rym% to gain your brother b
convincing him that a sin"has been coni-
mitted and by moving him to re_Pent ]
as to be at peace with"you and with God.
To that end, the ideal Situation would be
If the “one or two” were witnesses to the
wrong. Perhaps they were present when it
occurred, or they have valid information
about what was done (or not done) in a busi-
ness matter. If such witnesses aré not avail-
able, those you bring may have experience
In the field at issue and therefore be able to
establish whether what occurred was trul
awrong. Moreover, should it later be need-
ed, they could be witnesses to what was
said, confirming the facts gresented and ef-
fort made. (Numbers 35:30: Deuteronomy
17:6) So they are not simply neutral par-
ties, referees; yet, their belnﬁ present is to
heljwaln your brother and theirs,

bYou need not think that those you
bring must be men who are elders in the
congregation. However, mature men who
are ‘elders, may be able to contribute by
their spiritual’ qualifications. Such elders
are “like a h|d|n? place from the wind and
a place of concealment from the rainstorm,
like streams of water in a waterless coun-
try, like the shadow of a heavy crag in an
exhausted land.” (Isaiah 32:1, 2) They have
experience in reasoning with and readjust-
ing brothers and sisters. And the wrong-
doer has good reason for showing confi-
dence in such “gifts in men.” (Epnhesians

*One Bible scholar comante - “It sometime
happens that awronﬂ Q?I‘ will take more not|ﬁe 01

d
h
N B LR L
?OR rson with whom he has had'a diference of opin-
14, ))Nhom might we take along for the second

step: . - .
15" Why might Christian elders prove helpful if
we haveyto {gﬂe the Iselcon(?step?lo Ve hetpi

4:8, 11, 12) Talking the matter out in the
presence of such mature ones and sharing
In prayer with them can create a new atmo-
sghere and resolve what seemed irresolv-
able.—Compare James 5:14, 15,

A Final Effort to Gain Him
BIf step two fails to settle the matter,
congregation overseers are definitely In-
volved in the third step. “If he does nat lis-
ten to [the one or two], speak to the con-
gregation, If he does not listen even to the
congregation, let him be to you just as a
man of the nations and as a tax collector.
What does this entail? o
T'We do not understand it as a directive
to bring up the sin orwron(l; at a reqular or
special meeting of the whole congrégation.
e can determine the approerate proce-
dure from God’s Word. See what was 10 be
done inancient Israel in a case of rebellion,
ﬁluttony, and drunkenness: “In case a man
appens to have a son who is stubborn and
rebellious, he not listening to the voice of
his father or the voice of his mother, and
they have corrected him but he will not
listen to them, his father and |s,mohher
must algo tare hold of him and rlng Im
out to the older men of his city and otRe
g?ée of his place, and the*must say to the
er men of his city, ‘This son of ours is
stubborn and rebellious; he is not listening
to our voice, being a glutton and a drunk-
ard.” Then all the men of his city must pelt
him with stones.”—Deuteronomy 21:18-21,
BThe man’s sins were not heard and

judged_by the whole nation nor by all of his

owr tripe. Rather, the recognized. “older
men” dealt with 1t as représentatives of
the congregation. (Compare Deuteronomy

16. What is tme third step that Jesus outlined?
7, 18. (a) What pattern helps us to understand

the s ?cance f ‘speaking. to the congrega-
t|0n’?% How do we dpppﬁylt Is step today% .
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19:16, 17 about a case handled by ‘the
Prlests and the _judPes who were acting In
hose days,’) Similarly today, when it is
necessary to take the third step, the el-
ders, wha represent the congre%atlon, han-
dle the matter. Their qoal is the same, to
gam the Christian brother if at all possi-
le. They reflect this by showing fairness,
no}gpreurjﬁgmg the casé or being partial.

and hear the witnesses needed to estab-
lish whether sin truly has been committed
or continues to be comm_ltted?. They want
0 protect the con%regat[o_n rom corruF-
tion and to keep the “spirit of the world
out, (L Carinthians 2:12; 5:7) In line with
their” Scriptural qualifications, they will
endeavor “to exhort by the teaching that
IS healthful and to reprove those who con-
tradict,” (Titus 1:9) Hopefulhr, the wrong-
doer will not be like the Israelites of whom
Jehovah's prophet wrote: “I called, but Xou
did not answer; | spoke, but you did not lis-
ten; and you kept doing what was bad in
my_e}/]es, and the thing In which | took no
delight you chose.”—ISaiah 65:12.

19. What will the elders designated to hear the
matter strive to do?

Do You Recall?

0O Primarily, to what sort of sin does
Matthew 18:15-17 apply?

O What should we remember if we
have to take the first step?

O Who may be of help if we must go
to the second step?

O Who are involved in taking the third
step, and how may we yet gain our
brother?
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e%/ will strive to weigh the facts
e

_lIn a relatively few cases, however, the
sinner. reflects that same attitude. If 50, Je-
sus’ direction is clear: “Let him be to you
ust as aman of the nations and as a tax ¢ol-
lector.” The Lord did not recommend being
inhumane or desirous of any hurt. There
Is, though, no ambiguity about the apostle
Paul’s direction to exclude unrepentant sin-
ners from the congregation. (1 Corinthjans
5:11-13} Even this‘mdy eventually result in
the goal of gaining the sinner,

ZWe can see that potential from Jesus’
parable of the prodigal son. As illustrated,
after a period of living outside the lqving
fellowship of his father’s house, that sinner
“came to his senses.” (Luke 15:11-18) Paul
mentioned to Timothy that some wrong-
doers would in time repent and “come bac
to their proper senses out from the snare of
the Devil.” (2 Timothy 2:24-26) We would
certainly hope that any who unrepentantly
sin and ‘must be excluded from the congre-
gation will feel their loss—both of God’s
approval and of the warm fellowship and
social contact with loyal Christians—and
then come to their senses.

. 2Jesus did not consider Be_ople of the na-
tions and tax collectors as being beyond re-
demption. One of the [atter, Mathéw Levi
repented, sincerely ‘followed Jesus,” and
Was even chosen as an alpostle. (Mark 2
15; Luke 15:12 Consequently, if a sinner to-
day does “not listen even fo the congrega-
tion” and is excluded from it, we can wait
to see if he, in time, will repent and make
stral_%ht aths for his feet. When he does
and _aq in @ member of the congregation,
we will then be hapIpY to_have gaingd our
brother back in the fold of true Worship.

20, What ﬁi]d Jesusdsaly must occur if the sinner
Eefuse?] to |stermn epent?

. What possibility rémains_ open for one ex-
cluded from the co greqatmn?
22. How may we yet gain our brother?



//m HAD always dreamed of

I going into missionary work.

I As a single person, | served
in Texas, U.S.A., where there was a
great need for preachers. My wife
joined me there after our marriage.
When our daughter was born, |
thought, "Well, that leaves me out/
But Jehovah makes dreams come
true, especially if they have to do
with his will."— Jesse, presently
serving in Ecuador with his wife and
three children.

Can You
Serve In a

FOREIGN
FIELD?



“| had never imagined that | could do
somethmq like that Without Gilead mission-
ary schod] training. When | saw one of my
Bible students 8|V|ng a talk or preachlnﬁ, it
thrilled me, an thl_th%nkedtJehtovgh f}% rgv-
Ing.given me this opportunity.”—

a %lr?gYe Won]qan wh CBloneergd for elgpﬂ
years'in South America., _

“After preaching full-time for 13 years in
the United States, my wife and | felt'that we
needed a new challerige. \We're happier than
we've ever heen before: it’s truly a Wond_eF
Lulwa of life."—Tom, who pioneers wit

IS wife, Linda, in the Amazon region.

These appreciative expressions are from
Peo&le whose circumstances did not permit
hem to receive missionary training at the
Watchtower Bible School ‘of Gilead. None-
theless, they have experienced the joys and
challenges of fore|%n service. How did this
come about? Is such service for you?

Right Motives Needed.
. More than a spirit of adventure is needed
in order to succeed in a foreign field. Those
who have persevered have done so with the
right motives. Like the apostle Paul, they
consider themselves to be debtors, not_only
to God but alsg.to men. (Romans 1:14) They
could have fulfilled the divine command to
Rreach by engaging in the ministry in their
ome tefritory.” (Matthew 24:14) But they
felt indebted and were impelled to reach out
and heIR those who rarely get the opportu-
n|t1y to hear the good news. _

_The desire to work in a more fruitful ter-
ritory is often another motive—and pr_oRer-
ly s0- Who of us upon seeing angther fisher-
Man having much success Would not move
closer to that area of the pond? Likewise, the
heartening reports of e cegtlonal Increases
In other lands have encour (]Jed man¥ 10 00
where there Is “a great multitude of fish.”
—L uke 5:4-10.
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TOM AND LINDA ON A
REMOTE TRAIL, HEADING TO A
SHUAR INDIAN COMMUNITY

Count the Cost _

.Many countries do not allow foreign reli-
gious violunteers to do secular work. So those
Wwho wish to serve in a foreign country must
ysually be fmanmallymdegendent. oW has
this economic challénge been met? A num-
ber have sold or rentéd out their homes to
obtain the necessarsy funds. Others have sold
their busingsses. Some have saved toward
their goal. Still others serve in a foreign land
for a year or two, return to their home coun-
try td work and accumulate some funds, an
then go back to serve again.

A decided ad_vantaqe of being in a devel-
opm? country is that the cost of living is
usually considerably lower than in a niore
develaped land. This has allowed some to live
adequately on a modest Fenswn. Of course,
one’s expénses will largely depend upn the
standard of living one"chiooses. Even in de-
veloping countries vera/ comfortable accom-
ernro(goastt|ons can be found but at a much high-



MANY SERVE IN QUITO,
THE CAPITAL CITY OF ECUADOR

MAKIKO PREACHING IN THE
ANDES MOUNTAINS

Obviously, expenses must be calculated
before a move s undertaken. Yet, more Is in-
volved than simply countrn(t; the economic
costs. Perhaps the' comments of some who
have served in South America may be en-
lightening.

The Biggest Challenge
“Learm”g Spanish was a real struggle for
me,” recallS Markku, from Finlanad:
sumed that since | did not know the Ian-
quage, it would be awhile before I could serve

as a ministerial servant What a sur-
Brrse when | was asked to conduct a
00K studg/ after onIZ two monthsI Of
course, there were many emb arrassrnrh;
moments es ecrallg/ had trouble wit
names. % Brother San-
cho Brot er ancho gandlllne
er for eLc |an Siste a]mea ‘Ma
sea (wicked).” Fortunately, t ebrothers
and srsters were very patient.”

ku eventually served |htyearsrnthat
country as a circult overseer with his
wife, Celine.

Chrrs the wife of Jesse guoted earlj-
er, reIates | remember our first circuit
OVerseer’s vrsrt after we had been here
just three months, | could tell that the

brother was usrng |ustrations and was
sayrng some Ing beautitul to try to touc
our hearts,

but | coo}ld not understand h
%ht there m the hall, 1 burst Into tears
These were not gentle tears: | was sobbrn%
After the meetrng | tried to explain my co
du gttothecrrcur overseer. He was very k
an f0 d1me what everyone else ke I-P t

enpaclencia, hermana’ (Have a
tre ce 'sister” Twogrt ree %ears |ater,
met aoarn and talke Inutes, reve
Ing in he fact that we could communicate.”
‘Study is essential,” notes another broth
er. The more effort We Bvut forth In studé/
the | anouae e more e improve our €o
munication skills.’

All agree that such effortsbrrng many ben-
efits, HUmility, patience, and [per Isten eare
culfivated whien a person |ssr|vrng to learn
a new tonque A%h t door of Woortunrt
IS opened 1o preach the good news to
ers. For example, learning Spanish ena
one {0 commumcate inala quage Spo en
v\ym re than 00m|I||on eoPearou d the

orld. Many wno later ha to eturn to their
omecoun hav still b eena to use thelr
language ski to elp people whose mother
tonguels Spanish.
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. What About Homesickness?
When we first came to Ecuador m 1989,”
eca IS DeborahT who served with her hus-
Gay, Int eAmazon region, “I used to
get ver% home5|ck learned to depend more
n the brothers ana sisters in the'congrega-
tion. They became like my family.”
. Karen,'mentioped at the outset, observes:
1 foutght homesmkness by enqaglng in the
m|n|s 1y every day. This Way Wasn't day-
dreaming about fome. I also kept in mind
that my™p arents back ho eweeproudo
my work n a OFGan field. Mom always en-
couraged me with the words; ‘Jehovah can
take better care of you than | can.’
_ Makiko, from Japan, humorously adds:
After sloendmg a tull d ar¥ In f|eId Service
| am guite tired. So whe ﬂet ome and
startf ehnlq homesick. | usuafly fall asleep.
IOorglsequent y, the feeling doesnt last very

What About Children?

When children are mvolved consideration
must be g |Y]en to thedr needs, such as equ-
cation. nt IS reqard some have opted for
home school mo Ie others have enrolled
their children Tn local schools.

Al moved to So étth America with his wife,
t hildren, an ﬂt er. He states: We]*
foun that putting t f children in schoo
helped them learn'the anguage verP/ quick-

f)( Within three months th RX wee mte

uent.” On the other hand, Mike and

rle’s two teenage boy sstud V|a an accre

|ted correspon en esc 0 de arenso
Berve “We T oun that suc ?tstu | scoH not
e left sole dren. We ad to

5{ to our chi
ﬁ 8art In the course and make sure th aé
d/f stayed up-to-date with the assigne
cuE)ncd d Janita, from Australi
avid and Janita, from Australja, express
their feeﬁmgs ahout thetr two h pWe
wanted our 5(5 to see firsthand how others
live. 1t's easy to assume that the life-style

26 The watchtower— O ctober is, 1999

we Ve grown up with is the norm, but actu-

gwe Te in the minqrity. They have also
se n how theocratic principles work all over
t eltword no matter what the country or
culture

“| was only four )(ears old when our fami-
ly moved from England in 1969,” Ken remi-
fisces, “Although™| was dlsaRpomted that
we didn't live inamud hut wit 8rass roof
as | had enV|3|oned | felt that | had the most
excmng qu rlnglng ayoungster could have.
| always felt sorry” for other children who
didn’t have the same opportunity! Because

%ood assoclation with mlsfmnanes and
special pioneers, | began auxiliary pioneer-
ma at the age of ning.” Ken is now a travel-
INQ OVerseer,

Ecuador is really our home now,” agrees
Gabriella, Jessesdau%hter I'm so [% ad thaf
my parents made the decision to come here,”

On the other hand there have been chil-
dren whow re not ah e}o adapt for various
reasons, an their families ha ehad to re-
turn to their home countries. That IS WhY
visit to the forelgn country prior to.mov %
there 1S aavisable. In this way decisions ca
he made on the basis of firsthand informa-

lon.



Blessings of Making the Mave

Indeed, maving to a foreign field involves
man chaIIenges and sacrifices. Has it
proved to be warthwhile for those who have
made the move? Let them tell us. _

Jesse: “In the ten years that we've been in
the city of Ambato, we've seen the number
of congregations grow from 2 to 11 We've
had the privilege” of helping to start five
of those congrégations, and” we'e worked
on the constriction of two Kingdom Halls,
We've also had the joy of helping an average
of two Bible students'per year to qualify for
baptism. | have only one régret—not coming
hare ten years earlier, o

Linda: “The J)eople’s appreciation for the
good news and for our erforts greatly en-
courages us. For example, in a small jingle
town,“a Bible student named Alfonso real-
ized how beneficial it would be to hold pub-
lic talks in his area. He had just moved into
his newly constructed wooden. house, one of
hust a few in the V|Ilag1e., Deciding that his

ouse was the only buflding in town worthy
of Jehovah, he moved back into his qrass hut
and gave his house to the brothers o use as
a Kingdom Hall.” _

Jim: “The time we spend actually talkmq
with geopl_e in the ministry is ten times tha
In the United States. In adaition, the pace
of life here 1s much more relaxed. There i
without doubt more time for study and field
Service.

Sandra; “Seemﬁ how Bible truth can
cha_n?e EJ_eopIe for the better brings me great
satisfaction. | once studied the "Bible ‘with
Amada, the 69-year-old owner of a I|tAIe
grocery store. She had regularlry een aad-
iNg two parts of water t0 eve R/ ten parts
of milk. ‘She further cheated her custom-
ers b% selling them this dilyted milk_ at
less than full’measure. But after st‘udgmg
the material under the subheading ‘Hones-
ty Results in Happiness’in chapter 13 of the

book I}nowledge That Leads to Everlast-
Ing Life, Amada stopped these wrong prac-
tices. What a joy It was to see her get bap-
tized some time after that!

Karen: “I've never had to depend on Jeho-
vah so much or been used by him as much
as | have here. My friendship with Jehovah
has grown deeper and stronger.”

What About You? _

Throughout the years thousands of Wit-
nesses have moved to serve abroad. Some
stayr for a year or two, others indefinite-
ly. They bring with them their experience,
spiritual maturity, and financial resources,
with the goal of furthering the Kingdom in-
terests in a foreign field” They hdve been
able to serve in areas where thé local King-
dom publishers could not serve on account of
the scarcity of secular work, Many have pur-
chased four-wheel-drive vehicles for cqver-
|n% territory that is otherwjse Inaccessible.
Ofhers, pre errm? life in a city, have become
a stablllzmq factor in large conqregaﬂons
where few élders are available. Yet, without
exceRtlon, all insist that they have received
much more in terms of spiritual blessings
than they have given. N
. Can you share in the privilege of serv-
ing In & foreign field? If your cirCumstances
permit, why ot |nvest|7qate the possibilit
of making Such a move? A first and essen-
tial step Would be to write to the Society’s
branch office in the country where. you dre
thmkm% of serving. The specific informa-
tion that you receive will help you to deter-
ming.your chances of making'it'a success. In
addition, many practical sudgestions can be
found in'the article “Go Out From Your Land
and From Your Relatives,” in the August 15,
1988, issue of The Watchtower. With prop-
er planning and Jehovah's blessing, perhaps
you too caf experience the joy of Serving In
a foreign field.
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ofthe Holy

A Milestone for
LOVERS OF GOD'SWORD

In 1998a significant milestone was reachedfor all lovers of God’s Word.
During thatyear, the 100 millionth copy ofthe “New World Translation

Scrip

tures tame offthepress. It has thus become one of

the most widely distributed Biblesproduced in this century!

this trans|ation was subjected to se-

vere criticism. Yef, it has not only survi

HIS feat is particularly remarkable
‘ considering .that upon its release,

but thrivea, makmﬂ
of homes—and hearts—all over the world!
What Is the orjgin of this unique transla-
tion? Who is befiind 1t? And how might you
benefit from using it?

Why a New Translation?

For over a hundred years, the Watch Tow-
er Bible and Tract Society, the legal agen-
8y re_Bresent|ng1 Jehovah’s Witnesses, "has

Istributed Bibles. Why, though, did Jeho-
vah's Witnesses see the need t Rroduce an-
other versign of God’s Word? The hook S0

anx Versions?, by Sakae Kubo and Walter
Specht, observes: “No translation of the Bi-
ble can ever be congidered final. Translations
must keep pace with the growth in biblical
scholarship and the changes in IanPuage.”

. This century has seen considerahle qrowth
in the understapding of Hebrew, Greék, and
Aramaic—the lan uages In which the Bi-
ble was originally ge_n ed. Also, Bible manu-
scripts have been discovered that are older
and'more accurate than those used by previ-
ous generatlon of Bible translators. God’s
Word can thus be rendered more accurately
today than ever before! It was for good rea-
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its way into milli

son, then, that the New World Bible Transla-
tion Committee was formed to undertake the

: vti&nslation of the Bible into modern-day lan-

6s.
0nSn 1950 the English-language version of
the New World ranslati%n 8? the Chris-

tian Greek Scriptures was published. The
title itself was a bold departure from tradj-
tion, reJectm? the demgnatlon of the Bible
as made up of “Old” and “New” testaments.
During the next decade, portions of the He-
brew crlgtures were published in install-
ments, In 1961 the complete Bible in English
was released in one volume. _

Just who translated this remarkable Bi-
ble? The Watchtower of September 15,
1950, said: “The menwho compose the trans-
|lation committee have indicated their desire
... to remain anonymous, and specifically do
not want their names to be published while
the% are in life or after death. The purPose
of the translation is to exalt the name of the
living, true God.” Some critics charged that
the work should be summarily dismissed as
the product of amateurs, but not all took
such an unreasonable stance. Writes Alan S,
Duthie; “If we know who the translators or
the publishers of a Partlcular Bible transla-
tion are, does it help us to decide whether
that translation is good or bad? Not direct-



Cy There s no substitute for examining the
haracteristics of each translation itseff.”™

Unique Features
té/tllrons of readﬂ Rlve
ave Iscovered t
aron to be not onv ?a ble but scrupu-
ﬂusg accurate Lts tfanslators worked fro
r rew, Aramaic, and Gfe

inal He
lan uagges usmg the best texts available.*
Usual care was also exercrfed to ren-

fancrent text as |tert Iv
d"“drea e Sﬂdt‘% o0
Accord ﬂ some scholars
prajsed t ‘translation for
|ts Inteqrit an ac ur%%/
For exdmple

Ver ewtn uarer¥

rfdsltrahnast

Testament is evr ence of
the rt)resence In the move
ment of scholars quar fied
to deal mteugentv With

any probléms of Biblical
trann]atr%dJ

Th tran%Iators opened up a new
world of Biblical un erstandm% Bible texts
that had previously been onv imly under-
stood became dramatically clear. For exam-
ple, the perplexing text’at Matthew 5:3
‘blessed are the pogr in spirit” {King James
Version), was rendered in a way th t]c rtrhade
sense: “Happy are those cqnscrous_of their
spiritual nggd/ " Th e?\f \/\/s ? rans? -
tion 1s also quite consrstent and unrform in
Its rendering of key terms. The Greek word

*lntere ng’kv acketo he 197 erence
drtrono errcan andar esrm

tated: ave not ysed any scho rsname
or e‘?&ren,cwir recommen atrons ecause it s our

estamen rnalnhe%rrgénca Jrfeee(eke bP'

ecot r@ ort, served as the
Isgrttl |t|)11 |-Febra|ca was tPt asic text for
the Hebrew Scrrptures

—A ndov

"The This
translation of the New
Testament is evidence of
the presence in the
Janu movement of scholars OUT
transﬂa“on of he NeW qualified to deal intelligently wors
with the many problems of
Biblical translation/’

Psy -khe', for example, was translated “soul”
n°each of jts occyrrences. As a result, read-
iers can quickly discern that contrary to re-
Igious theoriés, the soul 1S not_immortal!
—Matthew 2:20; Mark 3:4; Luke 6:9: 17:33,

Restoring God’s Name
r] 0 tstaqdm feature of the New
World ra&t atlo ranve the restora-
tion of 'S name, Jehovah. In anclent
copies of the Hebrew Bib| % I}e divine
name Is reprhesente B/ our co
sonants that may be translit-
erated as YHWH or JHVH
distinctive name. ag
pear% nearly 7,000 tim
in the so-called Old Tes
tament alone xodus
Psalm 83:1 g%arlv
reator mt nded his
Bers both to k now
and to Use that name!
However, superstitiqus
fears caused the J ewrsh

NewtonQuarterly

3anuary 1963 ’ |P/eo le to CeaS ustin

o el
u
.0 theGreek SCII turgsi% GX
ing GO sPersona na e wit

words Ky'ri-0s (Lord) or The-0s' God

t0 S modern translators have perpetuated
this God-dishonoring tradition, eliminating
God’s name from most Bibles and even con-
cealing that God has a name. For example,
at John 17:6 are Jesus’ w (ords £1ve made
your name manifest.” Today's English
sion, however, renders this: Ihave made
you known,’

Some, scholars defend the elimination of
the divine name because its exact pronun-
ciation 1 unknown. However, such famil-
lar Bible names as Jeremiah, Isaiah. and Je-
sys are routinely rendered inways that bear
little resemblarice to their original Hebrew
pronunciation. Since the form™Jehovah s a
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legitimate way of rendering the divine name
—and one famjliar to many people—objec-
tions to using It rm%_hollow. _

The New World Bible Translation Com-
mittee took the bold step of using the name
Jehovah in both the Hebrew and Greek por-
tions of Scriptyre. They had a precedent
for this in early missionary translations
for people in Central America, the
South Pacific, and the Orient. Such
use of God’s name is not merely
of academic interest, however,
Knowing God’s name s criti-
cal to cdming to know him as
a person. (Exodus 34|1:6, 7% The
New World Translatio
encouraged millions of readers
to use his name!

Reachi
Non-En ﬁsn rE?qeaders

Between 1963 and 1989, the New World
Translation became available, in whole or
In part, in ten additional Ianguagies. How-
ever, the work of transation was Taborious,
with some Brmects Iastm? 20 years or more,
Then, in 1989 the Transfation Services De-
partment was established at the world head-
g_uarters of Jehovah's Witnesses, Under the

irection of the er_tmg Committee of the
Governing Body, this department set out
to speed up Bible translation. A method
of translation was developed that combined
Biblical word study with computer technol-
og¥j How does this’ system work?

nce the Writing Committee has ap-

proved the translation_of the Bible Info a
new [an uaq,e, it appoints a group of dedi-
cated Christians 10 serve as a translatlng
team. Teams can produce more halance
translagions than can an individual working
alone. (Com[%are Proverhs 11:14.) Generally,
each team member has had experience in
translating the Society’s publications. The
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"Translations
must keep pace i ¢ ;
with the growth in  {lish terms, such as “atone,
has Dbiblical scholarship
and the changes in
language”

team then receives thorough training in the
principles of Bible translation and in'the use
of specially developed computer programs.
A computér does not do actual translation
work, but it can give a team access to im-
Portant information and help them to keep
rack of their decisions. _
A Bible translation prgject has two
sta%es. During the first stage, the
ranslatorS are given a’list of
words and expressions used
in the English New World
Translation. Related En-

atonement,” and “propitl-
ation,” are grouped togeth-
er, alerting the translators to
subtle shades of meaning. They
compile a list of vernacular equiv-
alents. At times, though, a transla-
tor may have difficulty rendering a verse.
The computer research s?/_stem provides the
translator with information on Greek and
Hebrew terms. and gives access to Watch
Tower publications. o
When the prO{ect moves into its second
stage, the selected vernacular terms are
automatically inserted into the Bible text.
This builds Considerable accuracy and con-
sistency into the transation. However, the
text résulting from this “search and re-
place” operation is hardly readable. Consid-
erable work must be done to edit and re-
Ehrase Bible verses so that they read
moo_thI%/. _
This {ranslation system has proved to be
remarkably effective. One grou was able fo
translate the entire Hebréw Scriptures in
{,ijst two gears. Compare this to a f%roup that
orked on a related'| ng[%a%z without com-
puter support. [t togk them 16 years, To
gate, the Christian Greek ,Scrlpﬁures have
een printed In 18 additional languages



Scholars

thle IWorld

ranslatron

REGARDING the New World Transla-

tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures,
Edgar J. Goodspeed, translator of the
Greek "New Testament" in An American

Translation, wrote in a letter dated Decem-

ber 8, 1950: "I am interested in the mis-
sion work of your people, and its world
wide scope, and much pleased with the
free, frank and vigorous translation. It ex-
hibits a vast array of sound serious learn-
ing, as | can testify."

Hebrew and Greek scholar Alexander
Thomson wrote: "The translation is evi-
dently the work of skilled and clever schol-
ars, who have sought to bring out as much
of the true sense of the Greek text as the
English language is capable of express-
ing."— The Differentiator, April 1952,
pages 52-7.

Professor Benjamin Kedar, a Hebrew

since 1989, The New World Translation is
now available, in whole or in part, in 34
angua es. Thus over 80 percent of Jeho-
vai's Witnesses have at least the Christjan
Greek Scriptures available in their mother

1%9 Unrtrfd Brble Socretres reports that
of the world guages ortrons
of the Bible are avarIabI In”onl
Hence, some’\iLOO tw tors ar vrrorkrn to
roduce the New ransa 10N 0 h

ebrew and Greek Scn%tures in 11 and
languages respectively. God’s will 1s “that

o A0 AT WL, L e
eﬁee rtL %% esa“r()]n e read Dy over 90 percent o

scholar in Israel, said in 1989: "In my lin-
guistic research in connection with the He-
brew Bible and translations, | often refer
to the English edition of what is known as
the New World Translation. In so doing, |
find my feeling repeatedly confirmed that
this work reflects an honest endeavor to
achieve an understanding of the text that
is as accurate as possible."

%lasnoggcglra@eﬁngmgl b%fs?r/ue %an@lcTolrpne
2:4) The New Wogfd Transfation will
nolsdeeubgrgontrnue to play a major role In
We therefore rejoice tha% this trzimslatron
e L L R
will %e roduceg In the futb’r We encour
R ou to examine it {or ourself Youwr
numerous special features: ¢l ear ta/
a drnPs an index that can he t0
oCate famifiar veyses, detarled maps, and
ascrnatrng apgen I material, More |mpor-
tant, you can read this Bi Iewrth confidence
that it accurately transmits the very sayings
of God In your fanguage.
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"A Strength of Character
Inspired by Faith”

E year 1998 saw the release, to much
critical acclaim, of a new book in French
entitled Les Temoins de Jehovah face a Hit-

ler (Jehovah's Witnesses in the Face of Hitler),
written by Guy Canonici. In his preface to the
book, the highly respected French historian Fran-
cois Bedarida wrote: "This is a most welcome
book. Not just because it fills a gap, but because
the timing is right. . . . Apart from specialists, who
knows of the fate of Jehovah's Witnesses under
the Third Reich? Yet, throughout the 12-year re-
gime, persecution fell on them with unrelenting
ferocity and violence. They too experienced the
horror of the concentration camps. They too paid
a high price for their faith and convictions. Why
has history forgotten these Christians? . . .
"Why was there such brutal and systematic per-
secution of a small, scattered, and harmless sect?
This is the heart of the paradox. Not only did the

Witnesses in Germany represent only a very small
minority of the population— statistics show them
to be some 20,000 for a total of more than
60 million inhabitants— but they were all peace-
ful citizens who respected the law and threatened
nobody, who only wanted to work and bring up
their children properly. . . .

"This persecution came up against the tenacious
and victorious spiritual resistance of believers ca-
pable of matching the force of external pressures
with the internal force of their faith in Jesus Christ,
starting with the physical violence of the police
State— to the point of heroism and martyrdom."

The story of Jehovah's Witnesses who suffered
as martyrs for their Christian faith in the face
of religious intolerance is a powerful one. In its
review of the book, a leading French Catholic
newspaper, La Croix, poignantly added: "Of their
little-known history, Guy Canonici has brought to-

gether a mass of testimonies that leave
one speechless in the face of a strength
of character in-
spired by faith
expressed in the
simplest of words,
faith that right to the
end was unbreakable
even among children.
This commemoration
should provide a backdrop
to the current debate about
the Christian nature of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses."
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