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Our Quest for a 
LONGER LIFE

EVEN today  few 
would contradict 
this reflection on 

the  b rev ity  of life , 
though it was w ritten  
some 3,500 years ago.
People have always found 
it unsatisfactory to taste the prime of life 
briefly and then to grow old and die. There­
fore, methods to prolong life have proliferat­
ed throughout history.

In Job's time Egyptians ate the testicles 
of animals in a vain attempt to regain their 
youth. One of the prime objectives of medi­
eval alchemy was to produce an elixir that 
could lead to longer life. Many alchemists be­
lieved that artificially produced gold would 
give immortal life and that eating from 
golden plates would prolong life. Ancient 
Chinese Taoists reckoned that they could al­
ter the body's chemistry by using such tech­
niques as meditation, breathing exercises, 
and diet and thus obtain immortality.

The Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon 
is known for his insatiable search for the 
fountain of youth. An 18th-century doc­
tor recommended in his book Hermippus 
Redivivus that young virgins be kept in 
a small room in springtime and their ex­
halations collected in bottles and used as a 
life-extending potion. Needless to say, none

of these methods had any 
success.

Today, some 3,500 
years after Moses record­
ed Job's statement, man 
has walked on the moon, 
invented cars and com­

puters, and investigated the atom and the 
cell. Yet, despite all such technological ad­
vances, we are still “short-lived and glutted 
with agitation.'' It is true that in developed 
countries the life expectancy has increased 
dramatically over the last century. But this 
is mainly the result of improved health care, 
more efficient hygienic measures, and bet­
ter nutrition. For example, from the mid- 
19th century to the beginning of the 1990's, 
the average life span in Sweden rose from 40 
to 75 years for men and from 44 to 80 years 
for women. But does this mean that man's 
urge to live longer has been satisfied?

No, because even though in some coun­
tries more people live to see old age, the 
words Moses wrote years ago still apply: “In 
themselves the days of our years are seven­
ty years; and if because of special mighti­
ness they are eighty years . . . , for it must 
quickly pass by, and away we fly.” (Psalm 90: 
10) In the near future, will we see a change? 
Will man be able to live significantly longer? 
The next article will discuss such questions.

“Man, born o f woman, is 
short-lived and glutted with 
agitation. Like a blossom he 
has come forth and is cut off, 

and he runs away like the 
shadow and does not keep 
existing.99—fob 14:1, 2.
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How Can the 
Quest for Longer

Su c c e e d ?

SOME cherish the hope that the new 
millennium will see a breakthrough in 
man’s efforts to prolong life. Dr. Ronald 

Klatz is one of them. He is president of the 
American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine, 

an organization of physicians and scientists 
dedicated to extending the human life span. 
He and his colleagues plan to live a very long 
time. “I’m looking at a life span of 130 years, 
at a minimum,” says Dr. Klatz. “We believe 
that aging is not inevitable. Technology ex­
ists now which can slow, stop and perhaps 
even reverse significantly the physical de­
terioration and disease which are current­
ly called natural aging.” Dr. Klatz himself 
takes about 60 pills each day in his quest to 
prolong life.

Hormone Therapy and Genetics —Reasons for Hope?
Hormone therapy is one field that inspires 

hope. Experiments with the hormone known 
as DHEA seem to slow down the aging pro­
cess in laboratory animals.

Concerning the plant hormone kinetin, 
the Swedish daily Aftonbladet quoted 
Dr. Suresh Rattan, a professor at 
Aarhus University, Denmark, 
as saying: “Tests in our labo­
ratory show that human skin 
cells cultivated in kinetin do

not change in the normal age-related way. 
They stay young throughout their lives.” In­
sects treated with the hormone are said to 
live from 30 to 45 percent longer than nor­
mal.

Melatonin treatments are said to have ex­
tended the life span of mice by as much 
as 25 percent. Moreover, the mice appeared 
younger, healthier, and more vigorous.

Advocates of human growth hormone 
(hGH) claim that it contributes to glowing 
skin, increased muscle mass, elevated sex 
drive, a lighter mood, sharper mental acuity, 
and the metabolism of a teenager.

Many also look to genetics. Scientists have 
reckoned that by manipulating genes, they 
can control the life span of a nematode, or 
roundworm. In fact, they have succeeded in 
keeping some of them alive for six times 
their normal life span. This has raised hopes 

of finding and manipulating similar genes 
in humans. Time magazine quoted 

Dr. Siegfried Hekimi of McGill 
University, Montreal, as say­

ing: “If we find all of the hu-
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man clock genes, we can perhaps slow them 
down just a little, so we can extend life.”

Biologists have long known that an end 
section of chromosomes, the so-called telo­
mere, is shortened each time the cell re­
produces. When the telomere loses about 
20 percent of its length, the cell’s ability to 
reproduce is shut off and it dies. A particu­
lar enzyme called telomerase can restore the 
telomere to full length, thus allowing the cell 
to keep dividing. In most cells this enzyme is 
repressed and inactive, but active telomerase 
has been successfully inserted into certain 
cells, making them grow and divide far be­
yond the normal number of times.

According to researchers, this opens up 
sensational possibilities in fighting age- 
related diseases. What about replacing the 
body’s stem cells (cells that provide for the 
regeneration of body tissue) with stem cells 
that have been “immortalized” with active 
telomerase? Dr. William A. Haseltine says: 
“This is a clearly articulated vision of hu­
man immortality that will be introduced 
slowly over the next 50 years.”— New 
York Times.

Do Nanotechnology and Cryonics Hold the Answer?
Nanotechnology, the science of engineer­

ing at a nanometer (a billionth of a me­
ter) level, is also inspiring hope. Visionaries 
in that field claim that computerized ma­
chines, far smaller than cells, may in the fu­
ture be engineered to operate at a molecu­
lar level to repair and rejuvenate aging cells, 
tissues, and organs. At an anti-aging con­
ference, one researcher suggested that 21st- 
century physicians might employ nanotech­
nology to enable man to become physically

immortal.
Cryonics is the practice of freezing 
human bodies in hopes that science 
will be able to revive dead cells, 
thus bringing them back to life 

again. The whole body, or just the brain, can 
be frozen. One man even had a bed sheet fro­
zen. Why a sheet? It belonged to a missing 
friend and contained some skin cells and a 
few hairs. He wanted them frozen in order 
to give his friend the chance of returning to 
life if science reaches the point of recon­
structing people from just a few or even one 
of their cells.

Where Should We Put Our Trust?
Man has a natural desire to live, not die. 

Therefore, scientific progress in this domain 
is readily hailed and associated with high 
hopes. But so far there is no hard evidence 
that DHEA, kinetin, melatonin, hGH, or any 
other substance can actually retard aging 
in humans. Skeptics fear that manipulating 
the telomerase in cells will do nothing but 
create potential cancer cells. And the use 
of nanotechnology and cryonics is still more 
science fiction than reality.

Science has contributed to, and may still 
contribute to, a longer and healthier life for 
some, but it will never give anybody eternal 
life. Why not? Simply put, it is because the
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root cause of aging and death lies beyond the 
realm of human science.

The Root Cause of Aging and Death
Most scientists agree tha t aging and 

death seem somehow programmed into our 
genes. The question is: When, how, and why 
did they enter our genetic code, as it were?

The Bible gives us the simple answer 
—even though it does not present it in terms 
of genetics or DNA. Romans 5:12 reads: 
“That is why, just as through one man sin 
entered into the world and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men be­
cause they had all sinned.”

The first man, Adam, had the prospect 
of living forever. His body was designed 
with the necessary faculties to live and en­
joy eternal life. Eternal life was conditional, 
though. Adam had to collaborate with and 
be obedient to the Source of life, his Cre­
ator, in order to maintain his life perpetual­
ly.—Genesis 1:31; 2:15-17.

Adam chose to disobey the Creator. In ef­
fect, Adam claimed that man is better off 
ruling himself independent of God. Thus he 
sinned. From that point onward, it was as 
if his genetic code was altered. Instead of 
passing on everlasting life as an inheritance 
to his offspring, Adam transmitted sin and 
death.—Genesis 3:6, 19; Romans 6:23.

The True Hope
That situation, however, was not to be per­

manent. Romans 8:20 says: “The creation 
was subjected to futility, not by its own will 
but through him that subjected it, on the ba­
sis of hope.” Man’s Creator, Jehovah God, 
subjected humans to death because they 
sinned against him, but when doing this he 
also established a basis for hope.

This basis was clearly identified when Je­
sus Christ came to earth. John 3:16 says: 
“For God loved the world so much that he

gave his only-begotten Son, in order that 
everyone exercising faith in him might not 
be destroyed but have everlasting life.” How, 
though, can exercising faith in Jesus Christ 
save us from death?

If sin is the cause of death, sin has to be 
removed before death can be abolished. Ear­
ly in Jesus’ ministry as the Christ, John the 
Baptizer said: “See, the Lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1: 
29) Jesus Christ was completely without sin. 
Thus, he was not subject to death, which is 
the punishment for sin. Nevertheless, he al­
lowed others to put him to death. Why? Be­
cause by doing so, he paid the price for our 
sins.—Matthew 20:28; 1 Peter 3:18.

With that price paid, the possibility of liv­
ing without ever dying was opened up for all 
those exercising faith in Jesus. Science may 
contribute to prolonging our lives to a very 
limited extent, but exercising faith in Je­
sus is the real way to everlasting life. Jesus 
gained such life in heaven, and his faithful 
apostles and some others will too. Yet, for 
most of us who exercise faith in Jesus, ever­
lasting life will be on earth, when Jehovah 
God has restored the earthly Paradise.—Isa­
iah 25:8; 1 Corinthians 15:48,49; 2 Corinthi­
ans 5:1.
Everlasting Life on a Paradise Earth

One man asked: “How many people will 
find it worth while living once they don’t 
have to die?” Will life without death be bor­
ing? The Bible assures us that it will not. 
“Everything he has made pretty in its time. 
Even time indefinite he has put in their 
heart, that mankind may never find out the 
work that the true God has made from the 
start to the finish.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) Jeho­
vah God’s creation is so rich and complex 
that it will continue to intrigue us, stimu­
late us, and make us happy as long as we live 
—even forever.
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E te r n i ty  is the  o n ly  t im e  m e a s u r e  
th a t  can  d o  jus t ice  to the  
p o s s ib i l i t ie s  l i f e  has to o f fe r

A man who studied the bird known as 
the Siberian Jay called it “an extraordinary, 
enchanting acquaintance” and claimed that 
observing the bird was one of the most en­
joyable experiences of his life. The more he 
studied the bird, the more intriguing he 
found it. He said that even after 18 years, 
his study was far from finished. If one spe­
cies of bird can intrigue, stimulate, and keep 
an intelligent man happy during an 18-year- 
long intense study, just imagine the poten­
tial for joy and satisfaction that there must 
be in studying the entire earthly creation.

Picture all the interesting fields of science 
that will open up to someone who is not re­

stricted by time. Imagine all the 
fascinating places there will be 
to explore and all the interest­
ing people there will be to meet. 
Try to grasp the endless possibil­
ities to conceive, create, and con­
struct things. There will be no 
limit to the opportunities for us 
to develop and make use of our 
creativity. When we reflect on the 
abundance of creation, it is ob­
vious that eternity is the only 
time measure that can do justice 
to life’s possibilities.

The Bible shows that by means 
of a resurrection, living forev­
er will also be extended to those 
who are dead. (John 5:28, 29) 
Many of the mysteries of history 
might become clear to us when 
those who experienced them can 
fill in the details and answer our 
questions. Think of all the in­
sight on different periods of his­
tory that the resurrected ones 

will supply.—Acts 24:15.
When contemplating that time, you can 

appreciate that the resurrected Job may 
want to revise the statement found at Job 
14:1. Perhaps he will offer instead: ‘Man, 
born of woman, now lives forever and is filled 
with satisfaction.’

For those putting trust in Jehovah and ex­
ercising faith in Jesus, prolonging life be­
yond the limits of time is not just an elusive 
dream. It will soon become a reality. Aging 
and death will cease. This is in line with 
Psalm 68:20, which says: “To Jehovah the 
Sovereign Lord belong the ways out from 
death.”—Revelation 21:3, 4.
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Kosovo, Lebanon, and Ireland. These are names that have often 
appeared in the news in recent years. They conjure up in people’s 

minds scenes o f  bloodshed, bombings, and killings. O f course, violent 
conflicts caused by religious, racial, ethnic, or other differences are

not new. In fact, the pages o fI ZtlYflVYLQtnC history are filled  with them, and
—  j r  1177' have brought untoldkxcelltng Way sufferings to mankind.

SEEING tha t there have been wars 
throughout history, many have come 
to the conclusion that wars are really 
inevitable and that it is natural for 

humans to hate one another. Such views, 
however, are entirely contrary to the teach­
ings of God’s Word, the Bible. The Scrip­

tures declare unequivocally: “He that does 
not love has not come to know God, because 
God is love.” (1 John 4:8) It is clear that the 
Creator wants humans to love one another.

The Bible also reveals that man was creat­
ed in God’s image. (Genesis 1:26, 27) This 
means that mankind is endowed with the ca­
pacity to reflect God’s qualities, the most 
prominent of which is love. Since this is 
so, why have humans failed so miserably 
in showing love to one another throughout 
history? Again, the Bible provides insight. 
It is because the first human pair, Adam 
and Eve, rebelled against God and fell into 
sin. As a result, all their offspring inherited 
sin and imperfection. Romans 3:23 explains: 
“All have sinned and fall short of the glo­
ry of God.” Our God-given ability to love is 
marred by our inherited sin and imperfec­
tion. Does this mean that humans are inca­

pable of loving one another anymore? What 
hope is there that we will ever enjoy a peace­
ful, loving relationship with our fellowmen?

We Must Learn to Love God
Jehovah God knows that in spite of every­

thing, mankind is still capable of showing 
love. That is why he requires all who want 
to please him to manifest love to the best 
of their ability. This requirement was made 
clear by God’s Son, Jesus Christ, when he 
was asked to name the greatest command­
ment in the Law given to Israel. He said: 
“ ‘You must love Jehovah your God with your 
whole heart and with your whole soul and 
with your whole mind.’ This is the great­
est and first commandment.” Then he add­
ed: “The second, like it, is this, ‘You must 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments the whole Law hangs.” 
—Matthew 22:37-40.

Many people feel, however, that it is very 
difficult to love someone whom they cannot 
see, and we humans cannot see Jehovah God 
because he is a Spirit. (John 4:24) Still, we 
are affected every day by what God does, 
as we all depend on the many good things
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he created for our benefit. The apostle Paul 
pointed out this fact when he said: “[God] did 
not leave himself without witness in that he 
did good, giving you rains from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling your hearts to the 
full with food and good cheer.”—Acts 14:17.

Even though everyone benefits from the 
Creator’s provisions in one way or another, 
comparatively few are grateful to him or are 
moved to give thanks to him. Thus, we need 
to take stock of all the good things that God 
has done for us and to meditate on the won­
derful qualities that permeate all that he 
does. Doing so should enable us to discern 
the awe-inspiring wisdom and power of our 
Grand Creator. (Isaiah 45:18) Above all, it 
should help us to see what a loving God he 
is, in that he not only granted us life but also 
made it possible for us to enjoy the many 
pleasures of living.

For example, think of the endless vari­
ety of beautiful flowers that God creat­
ed on earth. How wonderful for us that he 
also endowed us with the ability to see and 
to derive great pleasure from these things 
of beauty! Similarly, God provided all sorts 
of nourishing food for our sustenance. How 
thoughtful of him that he also created in us

eloquent proofs that God truly loves us and 
has our best interests in mind?—Psalm 145: 
16,17; Isaiah 42:5, 8.

Besides revealing himself to us through 
the “book of nature,” the Creator, through 
his Word, the Bible, shows us what kind of 
God he is. This is because in the Bible are 
recorded many of the loving things Jehovah 
God did in the past and the numerous bless­
ings he promises to bestow upon mankind 
in the near future. (Genesis 22:17, 18; Exo­
dus 3:17; Psalm 72:6-16; Revelation 21:4, 5) 
Above all, the Bible reveals to us the great­
est expression of God’s love toward mankind 
—giving his only-begotten Son to be our Re­
deemer so that we can be freed from the 
bondage of sin and death. (Romans 5:8) In­
deed, the more we learn about our loving 
Creator, the more we are moved to love him 
from our heart.
Learning to Love Our Fellow Humans

As Jesus pointed out, in addition to lov­
ing God with all our heart, soul, and mind, 
we should love our neighbor as ourselves. In 
fact, the love of God obligates us to love our 
fellow humans. The apostle John explained: 
“Beloved ones, if this is how God loved us, 
then we are ourselves under obligation to
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love one another.” He further empha­
sized: “If anyone makes the statement: ‘I 
love God,’ and yet is hating his brother, he 
is a liar. For he who does not love his broth­
er, whom he has seen, cannot be loving God, 
whom he has not seen. And this command­
ment we have from him, that the one who 
loves God should be loving his brother also.” 
—1 John 4:11, 20, 21.

Today we are living in a world where most 
people show a me-first attitude, being “lov­
ers of themselves,” just as the Bible fore­
told. (2 Timothy 3:2) Therefore, if we want 
to learn the excelling way of love, we have 
to put forth serious effort to make our minds 
over and imitate our loving Creator, rath­
er than follow the selfish ways of people in 
general. (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 5:1) God is 
even “kind toward the unthankful and wick­
ed,” and he “makes his sun rise upon wick­
ed people and good and makes it rain upon 
righteous people and unrighteous.” Since 
our heavenly Father sets such a magnificent 
example for us, we should strive to be kind 
and helpful to all. By doing so, we can prove 
ourselves ‘sons of our loving heavenly Fa­
ther.’—Luke 6:35; Matthew 5:45.

Sometimes such loving deeds result in

C h ris t ian  lo v e  can b e  
sh o w n  b y  acts  o f  k indness

helping people become worshipers of the 
true God. Some years ago a housewife who 
is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses tried to share 
the Bible message with her neighbor, only to 
be firmly rebuffed. However, she was not dis­
couraged by the response. Instead, she con­
tinued to show kindness and tried to be help­
ful to the neighbor. One time she helped the 
neighbor move to a different house. Anoth­
er time she arranged for someone to accom­
pany the neighbor to the airport to meet 
the latter’s relatives. Later, the neighbor ac­
cepted a Bible study and eventually became 
a zealous Christian despite very severe per­
secution from her husband. Yes, those ex­
pressions of love laid the groundwork for 
everlasting blessings.

If we are honest about it, we will admit 
that God’s love for us is not because we have 
an abundance of admirable qualities. On the 
contrary, he loves us even though we have 
many faults and shortcomings. That being 
so, we should likewise learn to love our fel­
low humans despite their many failings. If 
we train ourselves to discern and appreciate
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the fine qualities of others rather than look­
ing for their faults, we will find it much eas­
ier to feel love toward them. What we feel 
toward them may even go beyond the love 
governed by principle and include the warm 
affection and fondness that exists between 
close friends.

Letting Your Love Grow
Love and friendship need to be nurtured 

and cultivated, and among the essential in­
gredients for this are sincerity and honesty. 
Some try to hide their shortcomings in or­
der to leave a favorable impression with the 
people they want to befriend. However, such 
a course often backfires, as others eventu­
ally find out the facts and are repelled by 
such dishonesty. Therefore, we should not be 
afraid to allow others to know us as we tru ­
ly are—even though we have shortcomings 
that we are striving to overcome. This may 
help to open up friendships with them.

For instance, an elderly Witness sister 
in a congregation in the Far East has had 
very little education. Yet, she never tries to 
hide that fact from others. She frankly ad­
mits, for example, that she is not able to 
demonstrate to others how to establish from 
Bible prophecies and history that the Gen­
tile Times ended in 1914.* However, she sets 
such a fine example in zeal for the minis­
try, as well as in love and generosity for the 
brothers, that she is affectionately referred 
to as the jewel of the congregation.

In some cultures, showing affection open­
ly is frowned upon; people are taught to 
keep up a polite formality in their deal­
ings with others. While it is always good 
to be courteous and considerate, we should 
not allow our politeness to stifle or hide our 
feelings toward others. Jehovah did not feel 
ashamed to profess his affection for his cho­
sen people, ancient Israel, saying to them:

* For details, see Insight on the Scriptures, Vol­ume 1, pages 132-5.

“With a love to time indefinite I have loved 
you.” (Jeremiah 31:3) Similarly, the apos­
tle Paul told his fellow believers in Thessa- 
lonica: “Having a tender affection for you, 
we were well pleased to impart to you, not 
only the good news of God, but also our 
own souls, because you became beloved to 
us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:8) So as we endeav­
or to cultivate genuine affection for fellow 
humans, it is more in keeping with Bible 
teaching to let such feelings be naturally ex­
pressed rather than suppressed.

Continued Effort Required
Learning to feel and to show love toward 

others is an ongoing process. Doing so re­
quires much effort on our part because we 
have to work hard to overcome our own im­
perfections as well as to resist the strong 
influence of this loveless world. However, 
the rich rewards this brings makes it really 
worthwhile.—Matthew 24:12.

Even in this very imperfect world, we can 
enjoy improved relations with our fellow- 
men, resulting in much joy, peace, and sat­
isfaction to ourselves and to others. By mak­
ing such an effort, we can prove ourselves 
worthy of the wonderful hope of living for­
ever in God’s new world. Above all, by learn­
ing the excelling way of love, we may gain 
the approval and blessings of our loving Cre­
ator, both now and for eternity!

In O u r N ext Issue

2000— A Marked Year?

Prepare for the Millennium 
That Matters!

Benefits From Loving God's Word
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Forgive fromYOUR HEART
“In like manner my heavenly Father will also deal with you i f  you do not

forgive each one his brother from your hearts. ’ —MATTHEW  18:35.

SHE was likely a prostitute, not someone 
you would expect to find in the home 
of a religious person. If some were 
shocked to see her there, what she did was 
more shocking. She approached the man 

with the highest morals and displayed her 
appreciation for his works, washing his feet 
with her tears and drying them with her 
hair.

2 That man, Jesus, was not repelled by 
this woman, “known in the city to be a sin­
ner.” But Simon the Pharisee, whose home 
it was, was concerned that she was a sinner. 
Jesus responded by telling of two men in 
debt to a lender. One owed a lot—about two 
years’ wages for a laborer. The other owed 
a tenth of tha t—less than three months’ 
wages. When neither could repay, the lend­
er “freely forgave them both.” Clearly, the 
one forgiven more had greater reason to 
respond in love. After tying in the wom­
an’s kind act, Jesus added the principle: “He 
who is forgiven little, loves little.” Then he 
told her: “Your sins are forgiven.”—Luke 7: 
36-48.

3 Ask yourself, ‘Had I been that woman or 
if I were in a similar situation and mer­
cy was shown me, would I then be harshly 
unforgiving toward others?’ You might an-
1, 2. (a) How did a well-known sinner show her 
appreciation for Jesus? (b) What point did Jesus 
make in response?
3. What do we need to consider about ourselves?

swer, ‘Certainly 
not!’ Still, do you 
truly believe that 
you are inclined to for­
give? Is that your basic na­
ture? Have you often done so 
readily, and would others de­
scribe you as being forgiv­
ing? Let us see why each 
of us ought to give this our 
frank, introspective a tten ­
tion.

Forgiveness Needed —And Shown to Us
4 You are imperfect, as you know all too 

well. If asked, you would even admit it, per­
haps recalling the words found at 1 John 
1:8: “If we make the statement: ‘We have no 
sin,’ we are misleading ourselves and the 
tru th  is not in us.” (Romans 3:23; 5:12) With 
some, sinfulness may have been manifested 
by gross, shocking sins. But even if you are 
not knowingly guilty of such, there certain­
ly are many times and ways in which you
4. We should admit what fact about ourselves?
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have fallen short of God’s standards—you 
sinned. Is that not so?

5 Hence, your situation might correspond 
to the apostle Paul’s description: “Though 
you were dead in your trespasses and in 
the uncircumcised state of your flesh, God 
made you alive together with him [Jesus]. 
He kindly forgave us all our trespasses.” 
(Colossians 2:13; Ephesians 2:1-3) Note the 
phrase “forgave us all our trespasses.” That 
covers a lot. Each of us has good reason to 
plead as did David: “For your name’s sake, 
0  Jehovah, you must even forgive my error, 
for it is considerable.”—Psalm 25:11.

6 How can you—or any of us—receive for­
giveness? A key is that Jehovah God is in­
clined to forgive. That is characteristic of 
his personality. (Exodus 34:6, 7; Psalm 86:5) 
Understandably, God expects us to turn to 
him in prayer and ask his pardon, ask that 
he forgive us. (2 Chronicles 6:21; Psalm 103: 
3,10,14) And he has arranged a legal basis 
for extending such forgiveness—Jesus’ ran­
som sacrifice.—Romans 3:24; 1 Peter 1:18, 
19; 1 John 4:9, 14.

7 You should see in God’s willingness to 
forgive a pattern as to how you ought to 
treat other humans. Paul focused on this, 
writing: “Become kind to one another, ten­
derly compassionate, freely forgiving one 
another just as God also by Christ freely 
forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32) There is no 
doubt that Paul’s point involves our learn­
ing from God’s example, for the next verse 
continues: “Therefore, become imitators of 
God, as beloved children.” (Ephesians 5:1) 
Do you see the link? Jehovah God forgave 
you, so—Paul forcefully reasons—you need 
to imitate Him and be “tenderly compas-
5. For what should we be grateful to God?
6. What can we be sure of with regard to Jeho­
vah and forgiveness?
7. In what way should you want to imitate Jeho­
vah?

sionate, freely forgiving” of others. But ask 
yourself, ‘Am I doing that? If it is not my 
nature, am I working in that direction, real­
ly striving to imitate God in being forgiv­
ing?’
We Need to Work at Being Forgiving

8 It would be nice to think that in the 
Christian congregation, there are few oc­
casions when we have to practice the god­
ly course of forgiving. The reality is other­
wise. Granted, our Christian brothers and 
sisters are striving to follow Jesus’ pattern 
of love. (John 13:35; 15:12,13; Galatians 6:2) 
They have long worked, and are still work­
ing, to abandon ways of thinking, speaking, 
and acting common to this wicked world. 
They truly want to manifest the new per­
sonality. (Colossians 3:9, 10) Yet, we cannot 
ignore the fact that the global congrega­
tion, and each local congregation, is com­
posed of imperfect humans. Overall, they 
are certainly better than they once were, 
yet they are still imperfect.

9 In the Bible, God deliberately tells us 
that we can expect imperfection in the con­
gregation, among our brothers and sisters. 
Consider, for instance, Paul’s words record­
ed at Colossians 3:13: “Continue putting up 
with one another and forgiving one another 
freely if anyone has a cause for complaint 
against another. Even as Jehovah freely for­
gave you, so do you also.”

10 Significantly, the Bible here reminds us 
of the link between God’s forgiving of us 
and our duty and need to be forgiving to­
ward others. Why is this a challenge? Be­
cause Paul admitted that someone may have 
“a cause for complaint against another.” 
He realized that such causes would exist.
8. We should recognize what as to the composi­tion of our congregation?9, 10. Why should we not be surprised if prob­lems arise between brothers?
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They must have existed in the first centu­
ry, even among Christian “holy ones,” who 
had a ‘hope reserved for them in the heav­
ens.’ (Colossians 1:2, 5) So can we imagine 
that it would be otherwise today when most 
true Christians do not have the testimony of 
the spirit that they are “God’s chosen ones, 
holy and loved”? (Colossians 3:12) Hence, 
we should not conclude that something is 
exceptionally wrong if in our congregation 
there are causes for complaint—hurt feel­
ings over real or supposed wrongs.

11 The words of Jesus’ half brother James 
also show that we must expect that we may 
at least occasionally encounter situations 
that call on us to forgive our brothers. “Who 
is wise and understanding among you? Let 
him show out of his fine conduct his works 
with a mildness that belongs to wisdom. 
But if you have bitter jealousy and conten­
tiousness in your hearts, do not be brag­
ging and lying against the tru th .” (James 
3:13, 14) “Bitter jealousy and contentious­
ness” in the hearts of true Christians? Yes, 
James’ words clearly suggest that such had 
surfaced in the first-century congregation 
and will do so today.

12 A real example involved two anointed 
Christians who had a fine reputation for ex­
erting themselves side by side with Paul. 
You may recall reading about Euodia and 
Syntyche, members of the Philippian con­
gregation. Though not describing the mat­
ter in detail, Philippians 4:2, 3 shows that 
there was some problem between them. 
Did it begin with a thoughtless, unkind 
comment, a perceived slight of a relative, 
or some evidence of competitive jealousy? 
Whatever its nature, it became so serious 
that Paul heard about it far away in Rome.
11. To what did the disciple James alert us?
12. What problem arose in the ancient Philippi­an congregation?

Icy silence may have developed between the 
two spiritual sisters, leading to their keep­
ing each other at a distance at the meetings 
or making harsh comments about the other 
to their friends.

13 Does any of that sound familiar, like 
what occurred between some in your con­
gregation or something that you were in­
volved in? A problem of that sort may even 
now exist to a degree. What can we do? In 
the ancient case, Paul urged those two ded­
icated sisters “to be of the same mind in the 
Lord.” They may have agreed to discuss the 
matter, to clear the air, to express a mutu­
al willingness to forgive, and then actual­
ly to imitate Jehovah’s forgiving attitude. 
There is no reason to think other than that 
Euodia and Syntyche succeeded, and we too 
can succeed. Such a forgiving attitude can 
be applied successfully today.

Make Peace—Forgive
14 What does it really take to forgive when 

you have a problem with another Christian? 
Frankly, there is no one simple method, but 
the Bible offers helpful examples and realis­
tic advice. A key recommendation—though 
not an easy one to accept and apply—is sim­
ply to forget the matter, to let it pass. Of­
ten when a problem exists, as it did between 
Euodia and Syntyche, each person feels that 
the other is in the wrong or mainly at fault. 
So in a situation like that, you may well 
think that the other Christian is primarily 
to blame or has done the most harm. Never­
theless, can you simply close the book by for­
giving? Realize that if, and this may be a 
big if, the other Christian is primarily or en­
tirely at fault, you are in the prime position 
to let the matter pass as forgiven and ended.
13. What likely worked out between Euodia and Syntyche, providing what lesson for us?
14. Why is it often possible and best simply to 
let the personal difference pass?
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W h e n  a  d i f fe re n c e  w i t h  a  
C h r is t ia n  occurs, t ry  to  le t  i t  
p ass ;  w i t h  t im e  th e  m a t t e r  
w i l l  g r a d u a l ly  b e c o m e  
in s ig n if ica n t

15 Let us not lose sight of God as our ex­
ample in forgiving. (Ephesians 4:32-5:1) As 
to His pattern in letting errors pass, the 
prophet Micah wrote: “Who is a God like 
you, one pardoning error and passing over 
transgression of the remnant of his inheri­
tance? He will certainly not hold onto his an­
ger forever, for he is delighting in loving­
kindness.”—Micah 7:18.

16 By describing Jehovah as one “passing 
over transgression,” the Bible is not saying 
that he is incapable of recalling the wrongs, 
having some sort of selective amnesia. Con­
sider the cases of Samson and David, both 
of whom committed serious errors. God was 
able to remember those sins long afterward; 
even we know of some of their sins because 
Jehovah had them recorded in the Bible. 
Still, our forgiving God showed mercy to
15, 16. (a) How did Micah describe Jehovah? 
(b) What does God’s “passing over transgres­
sion” mean?

those two, setting them before 
us as examples of faith to imi­
tate.—Hebrews 11:32; 12:1.

17 Yes, Jehovah was able to 
‘pass over’* transgressions, 
even as David repeatedly asked 
him to do. (2 Samuel 12:13; 24: 
10) Can we imitate God in this, 
being willing to pass over the 
slights and offenses that our 
fellow servants commit as im­
perfect humans? Imagine your­
self on a jet airplane speed­
ing down a runway. Looking 
out, you see near the runway 

an acquaintance making the rude gesture 
of childishly sticking her tongue out. You 
know that she had been upset and might 
have you in mind. Or she might not be 
thinking of you at all. Anyway, as the plane 
circles to gain altitude, you pass high over 
the woman, who now seems to be just a 
speck. In an hour you are hundreds of miles 
away, and her offending gesture is long since 
behind you. Similarly, many times it will

* One scholar says that the Hebrew metaphor used at Micah 7:18 is “taken from the conduct of a traveller who passes on without noticing an object to which he does not wish to give his attention. The idea which it communicates is not, that God is un­observant of sin, or that it is regarded by him as a matter of little or no importance, but that he does not mark it in particular cases with a view to pun­ishment; that he does not punish, but forgive[s].” —Judges 3:26; 1 Samuel 16:8.
17. (a) What approach can help us to pass oyer 
the errors, or offenses, of others? (b) If we strive to do that, how will we be im itating Jehovah? 
(See footnote.)
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help us to forgive if we try  to be like Jeho­
vah and wisely pass over the offense. (Prov­
erbs 19:11) Will not the slight seem tiny ten 
years from now or two hundred years into 
the Millennium? Why not just let it pass?

18 On a rare occasion, though, you may 
have prayed about the m atter and tried to 
forgive, but you feel that you cannot. What 
then? Jesus urged going to the other party 
and trying to resolve the difference private­
ly to achieve peace. “If, then, you are bring­
ing your gift to the altar and you there re­
member that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front 
of the altar, and go away; first make your 
peace with your brother, and then, when 
you have come back, offer up your gift.” 
—Matthew 5:23, 24.

19 Significantly, Jesus did not say to go 
to your brother to convince him that you 
were in the right and that he was in the 
wrong. Maybe he was. More probably, there 
was some fault on each side. In any case, the 
goal should not be to get the other party to 
concede, to grovel, as it were. If that is how 
you approach the discussion, failure will be 
almost certain. Nor should the goal neces­
sarily be to review every detail of the real 
or imagined offense. When calm discussion 
in the spirit of Christian love reveals a sad 
misunderstanding at the core of the prob­
lem, you can both try  to clear that up. But 
even if the discussion does not lead to total 
agreement, is that always necessary? Would 
it not be better if you at least could agree 
that you both sincerely want to serve our 
forgiving God? When you face that reality, 
it may be easier for each to say from the 
heart, “I am sorry that in our imperfection
18. If we seem unable to put an offense behind 
us, what advice can we apply?
19. What attitude should we have and what at­titude should we avoid as we seek peace with our brother?

we had this difference. Please, let us pass 
beyond it.”

20 Remember that the apostles had their 
differences, as when some of them aspired 
to greater honor. (Mark 10:35-39; Luke 9: 
46; 22:24-26) That caused tension, perhaps 
hurt feelings, or even deep offense. But they 
were able to pass over such differences and 
keep on working together. One of them lat­
er wrote: “He that would love life and see 
good days, let him restrain his tongue from 
what is bad and his lips from speaking de­
ception, but let him turn  away from what is 
bad and do what is good; let him seek peace 
and pursue it.”—1 Peter 3:10,11.

21 We earlier noted one phase of a cycle: 
God forgave many sins that we committed 
in the past, so we should imitate him and 
forgive our brothers. (Psalm 103:12; Isaiah 
43:25) But there is another phase to this cy­
cle. After providing the model prayer, Jesus 
said: “If you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.” 
Over a year later, he restated the essence, 
teaching his disciples to pray: “Forgive us 
our sins, for we ourselves also forgive every­
one that is in debt to us.” (Matthew 6:12,14; 
Luke 11:4) Then, just days before his death,
20. What can we learn from the example of the apostles?
21. Jesus provided what profound advice about forgiving?

Do You Recall?
□  How does Jehovah give us a pattern 

to follow as to forgiveness?

□  What must we remember about 
those in the congregation?

□  In most cases, what should we be 
able to do about slights or offenses?

□  If needed, what can we do to make 
peace with our brother?
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Jesus added: “When you stand praying, for­
give whatever you have against anyone; in 
order that your Father who is in the heav­
ens may also forgive you your trespasses.” 
—Mark 11:25.

22 Yes, our prospects for continuing to re­
ceive God’s forgiveness are to a large extent 
contingent on our being willing to forgive 
our brothers. When a personal problem be-
22, 23. How can our willingness to forgive affect our future?

tween Christians arises, ask yourself, ‘Is not 
gaining God’s forgiveness far more impor­
tant than my proving that a brother or a sis­
ter was wrong on some minor slight, some 
petty offense, or some reflection of human 
imperfection?’ You know the answer.

23 What, though, when the m atter is more 
serious than a minor personal offense or 
problem? And when does Jesus’ counsel re­
corded at Matthew 18:15-18 apply? Let us 
next consider these matters.

YOU MAY GAIN 
YOUR BROTHER

“Go lay bare his fa u lt  between you  an d hint alone. I f  he listens to you,
you  have gained you r brother. "—MATTHEW  18:15.

W ITH less than a year of his min­
istry left, Jesus had vital les­
sons for his disciples. You can 

read them in Matthew chapter 18. One was 
the importance of our being humble, like 
children. He next stressed that we must 
avoid stumbling “one of these little ones” 
and that we should try  to recover stray­
ing “little ones” so that they do not perish. 
Then Jesus added valuable, practical advice 
on settling difficulties between Christians.

2 You may recall his words: “If your 
brother commits a sin, go lay bare his fault 
between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. But if he 
does not listen, take along with you one or
1, 2. Jesus gave what practical advice about dealing with faults?

two more, in order that at the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every m atter may be 
established. If he does not listen to them, 
speak to the congregation. If he does not lis­
ten even to the congregation, let him be to 
you just as a man of the nations and as 
a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15-17) When 
should we apply such counsel, and what 
should be our attitude in doing so?

3 The preceding article emphasized that 
since we all are imperfect and prone to er­
ror, we need to work at being forgiving. 
That is especially so when there is hurt over 
what a fellow Christian said or did. (1 Pe­
ter 4:8) Often it is best simply to pass over 
the offense—to forgive and forget. We can
3. What general approach should we take toward 
others’ errors?
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Jew s a v o i d e d  t a x  co l lec to rs .  M a t t h e w  
tu rn e d  f ro m  his w a y s  a n d  f o l l o w e d  Jesus

view doing this as a contribution to peace in 
the Christian congregation. (Psalm 133:1; 
Proverbs 19:11) Yet, there may be an occa­
sion when you may feel that you must re­
solve a m atter with your brother or sister 
who hurt you. In such a case, Jesus’ words 
above provide guidance.

4 Jesus advised that you “lay bare his 
fault between you and him alone.” That 
is wise. Some German translations phrase 
this, present his fault “under four eyes,” 
meaning yours and his. When you kindly 
bring up a problem in private, it usual­
ly is easier to resolve. A brother who did 
or said something offensive or unkind may 
more readily acknowledge the error to you
4. In principle, how can we apply Matthew 18:15 to others’ errors?

alone. If others were listening, imperfect 
human nature might incline him to deny 
being wrong or to try  to justify what he did. 
But as you bring the issue up “under four 
eyes,” you may find that it was a misun­
derstanding rather than a sin or deliberate 
wrong. Once you both grasp it as a misun­
derstanding, you can settle it, not allowing 
a trivial issue to grow and poison your re­
lationship. Hence, the principle at Matthew 
18:15 can be applied even to minor offenses 
in daily life.

What Did He Mean?
5 Strictly speaking, what Jesus advised 

relates to more serious matters. Jesus said:
5, 6. Contextually, to what sort of sins was Mat­thew 18:15 pointing, and what indicates that?
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“If your brother commits a sin.” In a broad 
sense, “a sin” can be any mistake or failing. 
(Job 2:10; Proverbs 21:4; James 4:17) How­
ever, the context suggests that the sin Je­
sus meant must have been serious. It was 
sufficiently grave that it could lead to the 
wrongdoer’s being viewed “as a man of the 
nations and as a tax collector.” What does 
that phrase imply?

6 Jesus’ disciples hearing those words 
knew that their countrymen would not so­
cialize with Gentiles. (John 4:9; 18:28; Acts 
10:28) And they definitely avoided tax col­
lectors, men who were born Jewish but 
who turned into misusers of the people. So 
strictly speaking, the reference at Matthew 
18:15-17 was to serious sins, not personal 
offenses or hurts that you can simply for­
give and forget.—Matthew 18:21, 22.*

1 Under the Law, some sins called for 
more than forgiveness from an offended 
person. Blasphemy, apostasy, idolatry, and 
the sexual sins of fornication, adultery, 
and homosexuality were to be reported to 
and handled by elders (or priests). That 
is true also in the Christian congregation. 
(Leviticus 5:1; 20:10-13; Numbers 5:30; 35: 
12; Deuteronomy 17:9; 19:16-19; Proverbs 
29:24) Note, though, that the class of sins 
Jesus here spoke of could be settled be­
tween two persons. As examples: Moved by 
anger or jealousy, a person slanders his fel-

* McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia says: “The publicans [tax collectors] of the New Testfament] were regarded as traitors and apostates, defiled by their frequent intercourse with the heathen, willing tools of the oppressor. They were classed with sin­ners . . . Left to themselves, men of decent lives holding aloof from them, their only friends or com­panions were found among those who, like them­selves, were outcasts.”
7, 8. (a) Sins of what sort need to be handled by elders? (b) What class of sins could be settled  between two Christians, in line with Matthew 
18:15-17?

lowman. A Christian contracts to do a job 
with particular materials and to finish by a 
certain date. Someone agrees that he will 
repay money on a schedule or by a final 
date. A person gives his word that if his 
employer trains him, he will not (even if 
changing jobs) compete or try  to take his 
employer’s clients for a set time or in a 
designated area.* If a brother would not 
keep his word and is unrepentant over such 
wrongs, it would certainly be serious. (Rev­
elation 21:8) But such wrongs could be set­
tled between the two involved.

8 How, though, would you proceed in re­
solving the matter? Jesus’ words have often 
been viewed in three steps. Let us consider 
each. Rather than view them as fixed, legal 
procedures, seek to grasp their sense, nev­
er losing sight of your loving goal.

Strive to Gain Your Brother
9 Jesus began: “If your brother commits 

a sin, go lay bare his fault between you 
and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother.” Clearly, this is 
not a step based on mere suspicion. You 
should have evidence or specific informa­
tion that you can use to help your broth­
er to see that he committed a wrong and 
needs to set m atters straight. It is good to 
act promptly, not letting the m atter grow 
or letting his attitude become entrenched. 
And do not forget tha t brooding over it can 
damage you too. Since the discussion is to 
be between you and him alone, refrain from 
talking to others beforehand to win sympa­
thy or improve your self-image. (Proverbs

* Business or financial matters involving a degree of deceit, fraud, or trickery can fall in the range of sin that Jesus meant. As an indication, after offer­ing the direction recorded at Matthew 18:15-17, Je­sus gave an illustration of slaves (employees) who owed money and failed to repay.
9. What should we bear in mind as to applying Matthew 18:15?
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O f te n  we can re s o lv e  a  m a t t e r  
“u n d e r  fo u r eyes"

12:25; 17:9) Why? Because of your 
goal.

10 Your objective should be to gain 
your brother, not to castigate, hu­
miliate, or ruin him. If he really has 
done wrong, his relationship with 
Jehovah is at risk. You surely want to 
keep him as your Christian brother.
The likelihood of success will be en­
hanced if in the private discussion you re­
main calm, avoiding harsh words or an ac­
cusatory tone. In this loving confrontation, 
remember that you both are imperfect, sin­
ful humans. (Romans 3:23, 24) As he real­
izes that you have not gossiped about him 
and sees that you sincerely want to help, a 
solution may readily come. This kind, clear 
approach will especially reflect wisdom if it 
turns out that you both share a degree of 
fault or that a misunderstanding was real­
ly at the root of the m atter.—Proverbs 25:
9. 10; 26:20; James 3:5, 6.

11 If you help him to see that a wrong 
occurred and that it is serious, he may 
be moved to repent. Realistically, though, 
pride can be an obstacle. (Proverbs 16:18; 
17:19) So even if he does not initially admit 
the wrong and repent, you may pause be­
fore taking the m atter further. Jesus did 
not say ‘go only once and lay bare his fault.’ 
Since it  is a sin that you can resolve, con­
sider approaching him again in the spirit of 
Galatians 6:1 and “under four eyes.” You 
may succeed. (Compare Jude 22, 23.) Yet, 
what if you are convinced that a sin has 
been committed and that he will not re­
spond?
10. What will help us to gain our brother?
11. Even if an offender does not listen to us, 
what m ight we do?

Getting Mature Help
12 Would you want others to give up on 

you quickly if you were guilty of a serious 
wrong? Hardly. Accordingly, Jesus showed 
that after the first step, you should not 
give up trying to gain your brother, to keep 
him united with you and others in worship­
ing God acceptably. Jesus outlined a second 
step: “If he does not listen, take along with 
you one or two more, in order that at the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every m at­
ter may be established.”

13 He said to take “one or two more.” He 
did not say that after taking the first step, 
you are free to discuss the problem with 
many others, to contact a traveling over­
seer, or to write to brothers about the prob­
lem. Convinced as you may be about the 
wrong, it has not really been fully estab­
lished. You would not want to spread nega­
tive information that could turn  out to be 
slander on your part. (Proverbs 16:28; 18:8) 
But Jesus did say to take along one or two 
others. Why? And who could they be?
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14 You are trying to gain your brother by 
convincing him that a sin has been com­
mitted and by moving him to repent so 
as to be at peace with you and with God. 
To that end, the ideal situation would be 
if the “one or two” were witnesses to the 
wrong. Perhaps they were present when it 
occurred, or they have valid information 
about what was done (or not done) in a busi­
ness matter. If such witnesses are not avail­
able, those you bring may have experience 
in the field at issue and therefore be able to 
establish whether what occurred was truly 
a wrong. Moreover, should it later be need­
ed, they could be witnesses to what was 
said, confirming the facts presented and ef­
fort made. (Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 
17:6) So they are not simply neutral par­
ties, referees; yet, their being present is to 
help gain your brother and theirs.

15 You need not th ink  th a t those you 
bring must be men who are elders in the 
congregation. However, mature men who 
are elders may be able to contribute by 
their spiritual qualifications. Such elders 
are “like a hiding place from the wind and 
a place of concealment from the rainstorm, 
like streams of water in a waterless coun­
try, like the shadow of a heavy crag in an 
exhausted land.” (Isaiah 32:1, 2) They have 
experience in reasoning with and readjust­
ing brothers and sisters. And the wrong­
doer has good reason for showing confi­
dence in such “gifts in men.”* (Ephesians

* One Bible scholar commented: “It sometimes happens that a wrongdoer will take more notice of two or three (especially if they are people worthy of respect) than he will of one, especially if the one is a person with whom he has had a difference of opin­ion.”
14. Whom m ight we take along for the second 
step?
15. Why m ight Christian elders prove helpful if 
we have to take the second step?

4:8, 11, 12) Talking the m atter out in the 
presence of such mature ones and sharing 
in prayer with them can create a new atmo­
sphere and resolve what seemed irresolv­
able.—Compare James 5:14, 15.

A Final Effort to Gain Him
16 If step two fails to settle the matter, 

congregation overseers are definitely in­
volved in the third  step. “If he does not lis­
ten to [the one or two], speak to the con­
gregation. If he does not listen even to the 
congregation, let him be to you just as a 
man of the nations and as a tax collector.” 
What does this entail?

17 We do not understand it as a directive 
to bring up the sin or wrong at a regular or 
special meeting of the whole congregation. 
We can determine the appropriate proce­
dure from God’s Word. See what was to be 
done in ancient Israel in a case of rebellion, 
gluttony, and drunkenness: “In case a man 
happens to have a son who is stubborn and 
rebellious, he not listening to the voice of 
his father or the voice of his mother, and 
they have corrected him but he will not 
listen to them, his father and his mother 
must also take hold of him and bring him 
out to the older men of his city and to the 
gate of his place, and they must say to the 
older men of his city, ‘This son of ours is 
stubborn and rebellious; he is not listening 
to our voice, being a glutton and a drunk­
ard.’ Then all the men of his city must pelt 
him with stones.”—Deuteronomy 21:18-21.

18 The man’s sins were not heard and 
judged by the whole nation nor by all of his 
own tribe. Rather, the recognized “older 
men” dealt with it as representatives of 
the congregation. (Compare Deuteronomy
16. What is the third step that Jesus outlined?
17, 18. (a) What pattern helps us to understand 
the significance of ‘speaking to the congrega­
tion’? (b) How do we apply th is step today?
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19:16, 17 about a case handled by ‘the 
priests and the judges who were acting in 
those days.’) Similarly today, when it is 
necessary to take the third step, the el­
ders, who represent the congregation, han­
dle the m atter. Their goal is the same, to 
gain the Christian brother if at all possi­
ble. They reflect this by showing fairness, 
not prejudging the case or being partial.

19 They will strive to weigh the facts 
and hear the witnesses needed to estab­
lish whether sin truly has been committed 
(or continues to be committed). They want 
to protect the congregation from corrup­
tion and to keep the spirit of the world 
out. (1 Corinthians 2:12; 5:7) In line with 
their Scriptural qualifications, they will 
endeavor “to exhort by the teaching that 
is healthful and to reprove those who con­
tradict.” (Titus 1:9) Hopefully, the wrong­
doer will not be like the Israelites of whom 
Jehovah’s prophet wrote: “I called, but you 
did not answer; I spoke, but you did not lis­
ten; and you kept doing what was bad in 
my eyes, and the thing in which I took no 
delight you chose.”—Isaiah 65:12.
19. W hat will the elders designated to hear the matter strive to do?

Do You Recall?

□  Primarily, to what sort of sin does 
Matthew 18:15-17 apply?

□  What should we remember if we 
have to take the first step?

□  Who may be of help if we must go 
to the second step?

□  Who are involved in taking the third 
step, and how may we yet gain our 
brother?

20 In a relatively few cases, however, the 
sinner reflects that same attitude. If so, Je­
sus’ direction is clear: “Let him be to you 
just as a man of the nations and as a tax col­
lector.” The Lord did not recommend being 
inhumane or desirous of any hurt. There 
is, though, no ambiguity about the apostle 
Paul’s direction to exclude unrepentant sin­
ners from the congregation. (1 Corinthians 
5:11-13) Even this may eventually result in 
the goal of gaining the sinner.

21 We can see that potential from Jesus’ 
parable of the prodigal son. As illustrated, 
after a period of living outside the loving 
fellowship of his father’s house, tha t sinner 
“came to his senses.” (Luke 15:11-18) Paul 
mentioned to Timothy that some wrong­
doers would in time repent and “come back 
to their proper senses out from the snare of 
the Devil.” (2 Timothy 2:24-26) We would 
certainly hope that any who unrepentantly 
sin and must be excluded from the congre­
gation will feel their loss—both of God’s 
approval and of the warm fellowship and 
social contact with loyal Christians—and 
then come to their senses.

22 Jesus did not consider people of the na­
tions and tax collectors as being beyond re­
demption. One of the latter, Matthew Levi, 
repented, sincerely ‘followed Jesus,’ and 
was even chosen as an apostle. (Mark 2: 
15; Luke 15:1) Consequently, if a sinner to­
day does “not listen even to the congrega­
tion” and is excluded from it, we can wait 
to see if he, in time, will repent and make 
straight paths for his feet. When he does 
and is again a member of the congregation, 
we will then be happy to have gained our 
brother back in the fold of true worship.
20. What did Jesus say must occur if the sinner 
refuses to listen and repent?21. What possibility remains open for one ex­cluded from the congregation?
22. How may we yet gain our brother?
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/ / ■  HAD alw ays dreamed of 
I  going into missionary work.

I As a single person, I served 
in Texas, U .S.A ., where there was a 
great need for preachers. My wife 
joined me there after our marriage. 
When our daughter was born, I 
thought, 'Well, that leaves me out/ 
But Jehovah makes dreams come 
true, especially if they have to do 
w ith  his w i l l . " — Jesse, presently 
serving in Ecuador with his wife and 
three children.

Can You 
Serve in a 
FOREIGN 
FIELD?



“I had never imagined that I could do 
something like that without Gilead mission­
ary school training. When I saw one of my 
Bible students giving a talk or preaching, it 
thrilled me, and I thanked Jehovah for hav­
ing given me this opportunity.”— Karen, 
a single woman who pioneered for eight 
years in South America.

“After preaching full-time for 13 years in 
the United States, my wife and I felt that we 
needed a new challenge. We’re happier than 
we’ve ever been before; i t ’s truly a wonder­
ful way of life.”— Tom, who pioneers with 
his wife, Linda, in the Amazon region.

These appreciative expressions are from 
people whose circumstances did not permit 
them to receive missionary training at the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead. None­
theless, they have experienced the joys and 
challenges of foreign service. How did this 
come about? Is such service for you?

Right Motives Needed
More than a spirit of adventure is needed 

in order to succeed in a foreign field. Those 
who have persevered have done so with the 
right motives. Like the apostle Paul, they 
consider themselves to be debtors, not only 
to God but also to men. (Romans 1:14) They 
could have fulfilled the divine command to 
preach by engaging in the ministry in their 
home territory. (Matthew 24:14) But they 
felt indebted and were impelled to reach out 
and help those who rarely get the opportu­
nity to hear the good news.

The desire to work in a more fruitful ter­
ritory is often another motive—and proper­
ly so. Who of us upon seeing another fisher­
man having much success would not move 
closer to that area of the pond? Likewise, the 
heartening reports of exceptional increases 
in other lands have encouraged many to go 
where there is “a great multitude of fish.” 
—Luke 5:4-10.

Count the Cost
Many countries do not allow foreign reli­

gious volunteers to do secular work. So those 
who wish to serve in a foreign country must 
usually be financially independent. How has 
this economic challenge been met? A num­
ber have sold or rented out their homes to 
obtain the necessary funds. Others have sold 
their businesses. Some have saved toward 
their goal. Still others serve in a foreign land 
for a year or two, return to their home coun­
try to work and accumulate some funds, and 
then go back to serve again.

A decided advantage of being in a devel­
oping country is that the cost of living is 
usually considerably lower than in a more 
developed land. This has allowed some to live 
adequately on a modest pension. Of course, 
one’s expenses will largely depend upon the 
standard of living one chooses. Even in de­
veloping countries, very comfortable accom­
modations can be found but at a much high­
er cost.

TO M  A N D  L IN D A  O N  A  

REMOTE TRAIL, H E A D IN G  TO A  

SHUAR IN D IA N  C O M M U N IT Y
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as a ministerial servant. What a sur­
prise when I was asked to conduct a 
book study after only two months! Of 
course, there were many embarrassing 
moments. I especially had trouble with 
names. One day I called Brother San- 
cho ‘Brother Chancho (pig),’ and I’ll nev­
er forget calling Sister Salamea ‘Mala- 
sea (wicked).’ Fortunately, the brothers 
and sisters were very patient.” Mark- 
ku eventually served eight years in that 
country as a circuit overseer with his 
wife, Celine.

Chris, the wife of Jesse quoted earli­
er, relates: “I remember our first circuit 
overseer’s visit, after we had been here 
just three months. I could tell that the 

brother was using illustrations and was 
saying something beautiful to try to touch 
our hearts, but I could not understand him. 
Right there in the hall, I burst into tears. 
These were not gentle tears; I was sobbing. 
After the meeting, I tried to explain my con­
duct to the circuit overseer. He was very kind 
and told me what everyone else kept tell­
ing me, ‘Tenpaciencia, hermana’ (‘Have pa­
tience, sister’). Two or three years later, we 
met again and talked for 45 minutes, revel­
ing in the fact that we could communicate.” 

“Study is essential,” notes another broth­
er. “The more effort we put forth in studying 
the language, the more we improve our com­
munication skills.”

All agree that such efforts bring many ben­
efits. Humility, patience, and persistence are 
cultivated when a person is striving to learn 
a new tongue. A great door of opportunity 
is opened to preach the good news to oth­
ers. For example, learning Spanish enables 
one to communicate in a language spoken 
by more than 400 million people around the 
world. Many who later had to return to their 
home country have still been able to use their 
language skill to help people whose mother 
tongue is Spanish.

Obviously, expenses must be calculated 
before a move is undertaken. Yet, more is in­
volved than simply counting the economic 
costs. Perhaps the comments of some who 
have served in South America may be en­
lightening.

The Biggest Challenge
“Learning Spanish was a real struggle for 

me,” recalls Markku, from Finland. “I as­
sumed that since I did not know the lan­
guage, it would be awhile before I could serve

M A N Y  SERVE IN  Q U IT O ,

THE CAPITAL CITY O F EC U A D O R

M A K IK O  P R EA C H IN G  IN  THE 

A N D E S  M O U N T A IN S
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What About Homesickness?
“When we first came to Ecuador in 1989,” 

recalls Deborah, who served with her hus­
band, Gary, in the Amazon region, “I used to 
get very homesick. I learned to depend more 
on the brothers and sisters in the congrega­
tion. They became like my family.”

Karen, mentioned at the outset, observes: 
“I fought homesickness by engaging in the 
ministry every day. This way I wasn’t day­
dreaming about home. I also kept in mind 
that my parents back home were proud of 
my work in a foreign field. Mom always en­
couraged me with the words: ‘Jehovah can 
take better care of you than I can.’ ”

Makiko, from Japan, humorously adds: 
“After spending a full day in field service, 
I am quite tired. So when I get home and 
start feeling homesick, I usually fall asleep. 
Consequently, the feeling doesn’t last very 
long.”

What About Children?
When children are involved, consideration 

must be given to their needs, such as edu­
cation. In this regard some have opted for 
home schooling while others have enrolled 
their children in local schools.

A1 moved to South America with his wife, 
two children, and mother. He states: “We 
found that putting the children in school 
helped them learn the language very quick­
ly. Within three months they were quite 
fluent.” On the other hand, Mike and Car­
rie’s two teenage boys study via an accred­
ited correspondence school. The parents ob­
serve: “We found that such studies could not 
be left solely to our children. We had to 
take part in the course and make sure that 
the boys stayed up-to-date with the assigned 
curriculum.”

David and Janita, from Australia, express 
their feelings about their two boys. “We 
wanted our boys to see firsthand how others 
live. It’s easy to assume that the life-style

we’ve grown up with is the norm, but actu­
ally we’re in the minority. They have also 
seen how theocratic principles work all over 
the world, no matter what the country or 
culture.”

“I was only four years old when our fami­
ly moved from England in 1969,” Ken remi­
nisces. “Although I was disappointed that 
we didn’t  live in a mud hut with a grass roof, 
as I had envisioned, I felt that I had the most 
exciting upbringing a youngster could have. 
I always felt sorry for other children who 
didn’t have the same opportunity! Because 
of good association with missionaries and 
special pioneers, I began auxiliary pioneer­
ing at the age of nine.” Ken is now a travel­
ing overseer.

“Ecuador is really our home now,” agrees 
Gabriella, Jesse’s daughter. “I’m so glad that 
my parents made the decision to come here.”

On the other hand, there have been chil­
dren who were not able to adapt for various 
reasons, and their families have had to re­
turn to their home countries. That is why a 
visit to the foreign country prior to moving 
there is advisable. In this way decisions can 
be made on the basis of firsthand informa­
tion.
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Blessings of Making the Move
Indeed, moving to a foreign field involves 

many challenges and sacrifices. Has it 
proved to be worthwhile for those who have 
made the move? Let them tell us.

Jesse: “In the ten years that we’ve been in 
the city of Ambato, we’ve seen the number 
of congregations grow from 2 to 11. We’ve 
had the privilege of helping to start five 
of those congregations, and we’ve worked 
on the construction of two Kingdom Halls. 
We’ve also had the joy of helping an average 
of two Bible students per year to qualify for 
baptism. I have only one regret—not coming 
hare ten years earlier.”

Linda: “The people’s appreciation for the 
good news and for our efforts greatly en­
courages us. For example, in a small jungle 
town, a Bible student named Alfonso real­
ized how beneficial it would be to hold pub­
lic talks in his area. He had just moved into 
his newly constructed wooden house, one of 
just a few in the village. Deciding that his 
house was the only building in town worthy 
of Jehovah, he moved back into his grass hut 
and gave his house to the brothers to use as 
a Kingdom Hall.”

Jim: “The time we spend actually talking 
with people in the ministry is ten times that 
in the United States. In addition, the pace 
of life here is much more relaxed. There is 
without doubt more time for study and field 
service.”

Sandra: “Seeing how Bible tru th  can 
change people for the better brings me great 
satisfaction. I once studied the Bible with 
Amada, the 69-year-old owner of a little 
grocery store. She had regularly been add­
ing two parts of water to every ten parts 
of milk. She further cheated her custom­
ers by selling them this diluted milk at 
less than full measure. But after studying 
the material under the subheading ‘Hones­
ty Results in Happiness’ in chapter 13 of the

book Knowledge That Leads to Everlast­
ing Life, Amada stopped these wrong prac­
tices. What a joy it was to see her get bap­
tized some time after that!”

Karen: “I’ve never had to depend on Jeho­
vah so much or been used by him as much 
as I have here. My friendship with Jehovah 
has grown deeper and stronger.”

What About You?
Throughout the years thousands of Wit­

nesses have moved to serve abroad. Some 
stay for a year or two, others indefinite­
ly. They bring with them their experience, 
spiritual maturity, and financial resources, 
with the goal of furthering the Kingdom in­
terests in a foreign field. They have been 
able to serve in areas where the local King­
dom publishers could not serve on account of 
the scarcity of secular work. Many have pur­
chased four-wheel-drive vehicles for cover­
ing territory that is otherwise inaccessible. 
Others, preferring life in a city, have become 
a stabilizing factor in large congregations 
where few elders are available. Yet, without 
exception, all insist that they have received 
much more in terms of spiritual blessings 
than they have given.

Can you share in the privilege of serv­
ing in a foreign field? If your circumstances 
permit, why not investigate the possibility 
of making such a move? A first and essen­
tial step would be to write to the Society’s 
branch office in the country where you are 
thinking of serving. The specific informa­
tion that you receive will help you to deter­
mine your chances of making it a success. In 
addition, many practical suggestions can be 
found in the article “Go Out From Your Land 
and From Your Relatives,” in the August 15, 
1988, issue of The Watchtower. With prop­
er planning and Jehovah’s blessing, perhaps 
you too can experience the joy of serving in 
a foreign field.
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A  M il e s t o n e  f o r
LOVERS OF GOD’S W ORD

In 1998 a significant milestone was reached fo r  a ll lovers o f  G od’s Word. 
During that year, the 100 millionth copy o f  the “N ew  World Translation 

o f  the Holy S c r i p t u r e s ”came o ff the press. It has thus become one o f  
the most widely distributed Bibles produced in this century!

THIS feat is particularly remarkable 
considering that upon its release, 
this translation was subjected to se­
vere criticism. Yet, it has not only survived 
but thrived, making its way into millions 

of homes—and hearts—all over the world! 
What is the origin of this unique transla­
tion? Who is behind it? And how might you 
benefit from using it?

Why a New Translation?
For over a hundred years, the Watch Tow­

er Bible and Tract Society, the legal agen­
cy representing Jehovah’s Witnesses, has 
distributed Bibles. Why, though, did Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses see the need to produce an­
other version of God’s Word? The book So 
Many Versions?, by Sakae Kubo and Walter 
Specht, observes: “No translation of the Bi­
ble can ever be considered final. Translations 
must keep pace with the growth in biblical 
scholarship and the changes in language.” 

This century has seen considerable growth 
in the understanding of Hebrew, Greek, and 
Aramaic—the languages in which the Bi­
ble was originally penned. Also, Bible manu­
scripts have been discovered that are older 
and more accurate than those used by previ­
ous generations of Bible translators. God’s 
Word can thus be rendered more accurately 
today than ever before! It was for good rea­

son, then, that the New World Bible Transla­
tion Committee was formed to undertake the 
translation of the Bible into modern-day lan­
guages.

In 1950 the English-language version of 
the New World Translation of the Chris­
tian Greek Scriptures was published. The 
title itself was a bold departure from tradi­
tion, rejecting the designation of the Bible 
as made up of “Old” and “New” testaments. 
During the next decade, portions of the He­
brew Scriptures were published in install­
ments. In 1961 the complete Bible in English 
was released in one volume.

Just who translated this remarkable Bi­
ble? The Watchtower of September 15, 
1950, said: “The men who compose the trans­
lation committee have indicated their desire 
. . .  to remain anonymous, and specifically do 
not want their names to be published while 
they are in life or after death. The purpose 
of the translation is to exalt the name of the 
living, true God.” Some critics charged that 
the work should be summarily dismissed as 
the product of amateurs, but not all took 
such an unreasonable stance. Writes Alan S. 
Duthie: “If we know who the translators or 
the publishers of a particular Bible transla­
tion are, does it help us to decide whether 
that translation is good or bad? Not direct-
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ly. There is no substitute for examining the 
characteristics of each translation itself.”*

Unique Features
Millions of readers have done just that 

and have discovered the New World Trans­
lation to be not only readable but scrupu­
lously accurate. Its translators worked from 
the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek 
languages, using the best texts available.* 
Unusual care was also exercised to ren­
der the ancient text as literally as 
possible but in language that 
would readily be understood.
Accordingly, some scholars "
praised this translation for 
its integrity and accuracy.
For example, the Ando­
ver Newton Quarterly of 
January 1963 said: “The 
translation of the New 
Testament is evidence of 
the presence in the move­
ment of scholars qualified 
to deal intelligently with 
the many problems of Biblical 
translation.”

The translators opened up a new 
world of Biblical understanding. Bible texts 
that had previously been only dimly under­
stood became dramatically clear. For exam­
ple, the perplexing text at Matthew 5:3, 
“blessed are the poor in spirit” {King James 
Version), was rendered in a way that made 
sense: “Happy are those conscious of their 
spiritual need.” The New World Transla­
tion is also quite consistent and uniform in 
its rendering of key terms. The Greek word

* Interestingly, the jacket of the 1971 Reference Edition of the New American Standard Bible sim­ilarly stated: “We have not used any scholar’s name for reference or recommendations because it is our belief God’s Word should stand on its merits.”# The New Testament in the Original Greek, by Westcott and Hort, served as the basic Greek text. R. Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica was the basic text for the Hebrew Scriptures.

psy-khe', for example, was translated “soul” 
in each of its occurrences. As a result, read­
ers can quickly discern that contrary to re­
ligious theories, the soul is not immortal! 
—Matthew 2:20; Mark 3:4; Luke 6:9; 17:33.

Restoring God’s Name
An o u tstand ing  fea tu re  of the New  

World Translation involved the restora­
tion of God’s name, Jehovah. In ancient 

copies of the Hebrew Bible, the divine 
name is represented by four con­

sonants that may be translit­
erated as YHWH or JHVH. 

This distinctive name ap­
pears nearly 7,000 times 
in the so-called Old Tes­
tament alone. (Exodus 3: 
15; Psalm 83:18) Clearly, 
our Creator intended his 
worshipers both to know 
and to use that name! 

However, superstitious 
fears caused the Jewish 

people to cease using the 
divine name. Following the 

death of Jesus’ apostles, copyists 
of the Greek Scriptures began replac­

ing God’s personal name with the Greek 
words Ky'ri-os (Lord) or The-os' (God). Sad 
to say, modern translators have perpetuated 
this God-dishonoring tradition, eliminating 
God’s name from most Bibles and even con­
cealing that God has a name. For example, 
at John 17:6 are Jesus’ words: “I have made 
your name manifest.” Today’s English Ver­
sion, however, renders this: “I have made 
you known.”

Some scholars defend the elimination of 
the divine name because its exact pronun­
ciation is unknown. However, such famil­
iar Bible names as Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Je­
sus are routinely rendered in ways that bear 
little resemblance to their original Hebrew 
pronunciation. Since the form Jehovah is a

The
translation of the New 

Testament is evidence of 
the presence in the 

movement of scholars 
qualified to deal intelligently 
with the many problems of 

Biblical translation/'
—A nd o ver  N e w to n  Q uarterly, 

January 1963
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legitimate way of rendering the divine name 
—and one familiar to many people—objec­
tions to using it ring hollow.

The New World Bible Translation Com­
mittee took the bold step of using the name 
Jehovah in both the Hebrew and Greek por­
tions of Scripture. They had a precedent 
for this in early missionary translations 
for people in Central America, the 
South Pacific, and the Orient. Such 
use of God’s name is not merely 
of academic interest, however.
Knowing God’s name is criti­
cal to coming to know him as 
a person. (Exodus 34:6, 7) The 
New World Translation has 
encouraged millions of readers 
to use his name!

ReachingNon-English Readers
Between 1963 and 1989, the New World 

Translation became available, in whole or 
in part, in ten additional languages. How­
ever, the work of translation was laborious, 
with some projects lasting 20 years or more. 
Then, in 1989 the Translation Services De­
partment was established at the world head­
quarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Under the 
direction of the Writing Committee of the 
Governing Body, this department set out 
to speed up Bible translation. A method 
of translation was developed that combined 
Biblical word study with computer technol­
ogy. How does this system work?

Once the W riting Committee has ap­
proved the translation of the Bible into a 
new language, it appoints a group of dedi­
cated Christians to serve as a translating 
team. Teams can produce more balanced 
translations than can an individual working 
alone. (Compare Proverbs 11:14.) Generally, 
each team member has had experience in 
translating the Society’s publications. The
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team then receives thorough training in the 
principles of Bible translation and in the use 
of specially developed computer programs. 
A computer does not do actual translation 
work, but it can give a team access to im­
portant information and help them to keep 
track of their decisions.

A Bible tran s la tio n  project has two 
stages. During the first stage, the 

transla tors are given a list of 
words and expressions used 

in the English New World 
Transla tion . R e la ted  E n ­
glish terms, such as “atone,” 
“atonem ent,” and “p rop iti­
ation,” are grouped togeth­

er, alerting the translators to 
subtle shades of meaning. They 

compile a list of vernacular equiv­
alents. At times, though, a transla­

tor may have difficulty rendering a verse. 
The computer research system provides the 
translator with information on Greek and 
Hebrew terms and gives access to Watch 
Tower publications.

When the project moves into its second 
stage, the selected vernacular terms are 
automatically inserted into the Bible text. 
This builds considerable accuracy and con­
sistency into the translation. However, the 
text resulting from this “search and re­
place” operation is hardly readable. Consid­
erable work must be done to edit and re­
phrase Bible verses so th a t they  read 
smoothly.

This translation system has proved to be 
remarkably effective. One group was able to 
translate the entire Hebrew Scriptures in 
just two years. Compare this to a group that 
worked on a related language without com­
puter support. It took them 16 years. To 
date, the Christian Greek Scriptures have 
been printed in 18 additional languages

"Translations 
must keep pace 

with the growth in 
biblical scholarship 
and the changes in 

language"



Scholars Praise 
the New WorldTranslation

REGARDING the New World Transla­
tion o f the Christian Greek Scriptures, 

Edgar J. Goodspeed, translator of the 
Greek "New Testament" in An American 
Translation, wrote in a letter dated Decem­
ber 8, 1950: "I am interested in the mis­
sion work of your people, and its world 
wide scope, and much pleased with the 
free, frank and vigorous translation. It ex­
hibits a vast array of sound serious learn­
ing, as I can testify."

Hebrew and Greek scholar Alexander 
Thomson wrote: "The translation is evi­
dently the work of skilled and clever schol­
ars, who have sought to bring out as much 
of the true sense of the Greek text as the 
English language is capable of express­
ing ."— The D ifferentiator, April 1952, 
pages 52-7.

Professor Benjamin Kedar, a Hebrew

since 1989. The New World Translation is 
now available, in whole or in part, in 34 
languages. Thus over 80 percent of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses have at least the Christian 
Greek Scriptures available in their mother 
tongue.

The United Bible Societies reports that 
of the world’s 6,500 languages, portions 
of the Bible are available in only 2,212.* 
Hence, some 100 translators are working to 
produce the New World Translation of the 
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures in 11 and 8 
languages respectively. God’s will is “that

* Since many people are bilingual, it is believed that the Bible, in whole or in part, is translated in enough languages to be read by over 90 percent of the earth’s population.

scholar in Israel, said in 1989: "In my lin­
guistic research in connection with the He­
brew Bible and translations, I often refer 
to the English edition of what is known as 
the New World Translation. In so doing, I 
find my feeling repeatedly confirmed that 
this work reflects an honest endeavor to 
achieve an understanding of the text that 
is as accurate as possible."

all sorts of men should be saved and come 
to an accurate knowledge of tru th .” (1 Tim­
othy 2:4) The New World Translation will 
no doubt continue to play a major role in 
this regard.

We therefore rejoice that this translation 
has passed the milestone of 100 million cop­
ies, and we pray that many more millions 
will be produced in the future. We encour­
age you to examine it for yourself. You will 
enjoy numerous special features: clear type, 
page headings, an index that can help you to 
locate familiar verses, detailed maps, and 
fascinating appendix material. More impor­
tant, you can read this Bible with confidence 
that it accurately transmits the very sayings 
of God in your language.
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"A Strength of Character 
Inspired by Faith”

THE year 1998 saw the release, to much 
critical acclaim, of a new book in French 
entitled Les Temoins de Jehovah face a Hit­

ler (Jehovah's Witnesses in the Face of Hitler), 
written by Guy Canonici. In his preface to the 
book, the highly respected French historian Fran­
cois Bedarida wrote: "This is a most welcome 
book. Not just because it fills a gap, but because 
the timing is right. . . . Apart from specialists, who 
knows of the fate of Jehovah's Witnesses under 
the Third Reich? Yet, throughout the 12-year re­
gime, persecution fell on them with unrelenting 
ferocity and violence. They too experienced the 
horror of the concentration camps. They too paid 
a high price for their faith and convictions. Why 
has history forgotten these Christians? . . .

"Why was there such brutal and systematic per­
secution of a small, scattered, and harmless sect? 
This is the heart of the paradox. Not only did the

Witnesses in Germany represent only a very small 
minority of the population— statistics show them 
to be some 20,000 for a total of more than 
60 million inhabitants— but they were all peace­
ful citizens who respected the law and threatened 
nobody, who only wanted to work and bring up 
their children properly. . . .

"This persecution came up against the tenacious 
and victorious spiritual resistance of believers ca­
pable of matching the force of external pressures 
with the internal force of their faith in Jesus Christ, 
starting with the physical violence of the police 
State— to the point of heroism and martyrdom."

The story of Jehovah's Witnesses who suffered 
as martyrs for their Christian faith in the face 
of religious intolerance is a powerful one. In its 
review of the book, a leading French Catholic 
newspaper, La Croix, poignantly added: "O f their 
little-known history, Guy Canonici has brought to­

gether a mass of testimonies that leave 
one speechless in the face of a strength 

of character in­
spired by faith 

expressed in the 
simplest of words, 

faith that right to the 
end was unbreakable 

even among children. 
This com m em oration 

should provide a backdrop 
to the current debate about 

the Christian nature of Jeho­
vah's Witnesses."
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