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Why
So Little

TIME?

IME. We may find it diffjcult to
Tdefme the ord premsely, but
we certainl ey know that we n?-
er seem to have énough time. We also
know that it qesb qumky N fact,
we often 5|(]1 Time sim ?/ lies.
Neverthe ess, it Is evident that the
Engl Poet Austin Dobson came
Closer ;p he truth when he noted in
87 Time goes you say?. Ah ol
Time st BS We %o Since his
death In 1921, Dobson has been gone
fcé[j almost 80 years; time has conitin-
u

Time in Abundance

Of mankind’s Creator, the Biple
tells us efore the mountalns
themselves were born, or you
ceede t rlnﬂ forth as wYt?\ I bor
Pamst e earth and the produc-
Ive land, even from tlme In-
ef|n|te t0 tlme |ndef|n|te you
e Psalm

he New Jerusa em
ren ers It, from etermti to

‘im'%ya%“%rﬁ °de08 im-
self lasts—forever!
In sharp con-

trast with God, who has an eternlty of time at his dis-
Posal we read of humans: “For all our days have come
0 thejr decline in your fury we have finished our
years Just like a whisper. I themselves the days of
our Kears are seventy years; and if because of special
mightiness they are e|]ghty years, }/etthelr insistence
Is on trouble and hurtful things, tor it must quickly
pass by, and away we fly."—Psalm 90:9,10.

Why is life today so short, since the B|ble cIearIX
teachés that God’s purpose is for man to live foreyer?
(Genesis 1:27, 28: Psalm 37:29) Instead of an unlim-
ited [ife span as God purposed, why do humans on an
average have, at best, less than 30:000 days? Why do
humans have so [ittle time? Who or what is respon-
sible for this sad situation? The Bible provides clear
and satisfying answers.*

Ever Less Time
Oldsters will verify that in recent decades the Ba e
of living has speeded up. One journalist, Dr, Sybille
Fritsch, pointed ouf that during the past 200 years
the workweek has dropped from 80to 38 hours, “yet

*See t book KnOWI %That
Leads to ver g%
tower%gIse Brraet omc

ety of ew\%rE



thrs has notputasto 0 ourcomglarnrng beﬂrnnrn gR velation 2114 Lack of time
foarr fied: “Notime; time Is mone %; will no' e a problem.
or time like gasping for breath; 3 Iffe 0 Can yo u ima \ne thﬁt it will mean to
urr -seurry.” have e erastrn Ife—t0 live forever? Never
New inventions have opened up opportu- ﬂgglﬂWll Rlagued by th rn%at at%ou
nities and possibilities never even dreamed to leave undone.”lf you need ore i
of by earlier generations. But the qreater there,is tomorrow, or next week, 0rneXtY%ar
the ossrbrlrt¥ of engagrn% in a muftitude i fact, a vast etemity stretching ou
of activities, the rIrre ter the frustration at ~ fore you!

having too little Yime to oso Nowadas
in many parts of the world UsrnP Wisely the Time We Now Have

eople live oy
the clock rushrng from one’ adIrne tot e Rea zrn thiat his time to rnfluence hu

next. Dad must [¢ave for work at 700 am, ~ 1ans B | ed patan trres f0.keep
Mothermust Lget e chldfen t scioo by e %§ usyt ? otrmeblohed

the oo new Goseta
ddad h asa octorsapporn e, therefore, do we

Kingdo

t§4 am., and all of us must get

reag ?oranr TJoortantmeetrn at 1:30 %n h%?,vd'\é{,”?,vgﬁy?ge,lm '§§e nf,\t,ﬂgtb‘ﬁ’?tg?&vget
ehaste 0 casrng one eadlrne after Eersonf uvin OUth orfune trm {

ed

anot er, there rs scarcély time left for an
relaxation, And we comg lain about the da ﬁ,%fifcxgam%%a%%e tec rﬁgg alrjenprvrcsléena 3

ly grind, about the rat race. uf go o £ercervrng Wit | ¢ wil of Jeho-

va I5."—Ephesians

|n\/\|1ﬁar'\e‘|rne |\||_0|E'['|Aé|0|n How vit aI that Wwe use our time wisely
God’s Adversary. Satan the D vrI the one  for{ ethrngs 0 ?reatest importance rath-
whose schemrn% Yed to mankin scurtar?g Br”tnhans %““nde enr? tUSG esg ﬂfSUlm %é

life span has ow become avrctrm o the game attrtg e that Moses ha
Qn WicKedness. 2 el Galatians 6.7 8) efiioned Jehovah in these heart elt words
3 r%airnn ga\}eﬁ bRreve gttrtoerrlvteZSiIZam(r;v}ésmgs PA WS USt ?‘OWtB count our d s i SpC
causeforhopewhen it says: Onthrsgaccount gy | ﬁ W may ring a heart 0T wisdom

lad o neavens and you who reside In True in toda s world puenyore is busy.

causet eDevrI has come down to you, hav urge to S en Ur Dreci
rng Ogrefatanger knowing he asas?tortpe- rﬁ 6 10 earn out? sre u?r mpents 0
roa or time aining everlast |e und rt e rule o
AccorPrnﬁr to relrabl% Bible chronoloo Hrs l ﬁ our a week spent in sys
andth | ent? Ie[%ropheﬁy,wea te atrcg x ﬁtu?y Hg eBrBe percerv n%
now Jiving at the close of ort peri-  what the endva ? u
od of time.” What a Mto know that Sa- |Petoexperence persona[¥ ﬁ J
tanstrmeat Lar e 155000 to exprreatogeth seword Turn away from w at IS
erl Once he ha ben put out of the “way, hat IS o and s resrrigetotrmern
ohe renéhumans will be rest?]red to oerfec ernrte T errgg st e elves wr
tlon, and they can attain to the ever astrng sess the earth, an§ resrde orever

life that Jehovah purposed for them at the  upon it."—Psalm 37
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“For evereg

IS AN APP

thing there
INTED

TIME”

“For everything there is an appointed time, even a timefor every

affair under the heavens.

-OPLE often say, “I should have done
it sooner.” Or possibly in hindsight, I
should have waited.” Such reaCtions
demonstrate the difficulty that imperfect
humans have in determining the right time
for certain things to be done, This limita-
tion has caused Telationships to crumble. It
has led to d|sa?p_omtment and frustration.
And warst of all, it has weakened some peo-
ple’s faith in Jehovah and his organization.
2Havm|g the wisdom and the Insight that
humans [lack, Jehovah is capable of fore-
knowing, .If he so desires, the outcome of
every action. He can know “from the be-
ﬁlnnmg the finale.” (Isaiah 46:10) Hence,
e can unerrmﬂly pick the most opportune
time to do_anything he wants to do. Rather
than trusting”our dwn fault¥ sense of tim-
ing, therefore, we are wise 10 accept Jeho-
van’s determination of appointed times!
3Fqr example, mature, Christians, loyally
wait for Jehovah’s appointed time for cer-
tain Bible, r[])ropheme_s to be fulfilled. They
stay husy in his service, all the while keep-
mq clearly in mind the prmmPIe of Lam-
entations ‘3:26: “Goad it Is th? one shfould
wait, even silently, for the salvation of Je-
hovah.” (Compare Habakkuk 3:16.) At the

1. What difficulty .do imperfect humans have,
an(ﬂo whathhas t¥1|s Iecmﬁ some hn,stances?,

2, 3. (a) Why 1s accepting Jehovan’s determina-
%?qe course of wisdom?

E@n I aat Egﬁ tecedtweev?/ should we have as re-
rtygthe uﬂ ment of Bib?e prophecy?

ECCLESIASTES 3:1.

same time, they are convinced, that Je-
hovah’s announced execution of judgment
“even if it should delay, . .. will without
{(achzo%ne true. It will not be late."—Habak-

uk 2:3.

40n the other hand, if we fail to under-
stand fully certain Bible texts or explana-
tions provided in Watch Tower publications
do we, have reason to become. impatient’
Awaiting Jehovah's appointed time to clar-
ify mattérs is the course of wisdom. “For the
Sovereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thm?
unless fie has revealed his confidential mat-
ter to his servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7)
What a marvelous promise! But we must re-
alize that Jehovah Leveals his confidential
matters at the time he deems advisable. For
that purpose God has authorized a “faith-
ful and discreet slave” to provide his people
with “their Lspmtualg food at the proper
time.” (Matthew 24.45) There is, therefore,
no reason for us to hecome overly concerned,
or even agitated, that certain matters are
not fuIIK explained. Rather, we can be con-
fident that If we patiently wait on Jehovah,
he will provide, throughthe faithful slave,
what Is needed “at the proper time.”

5Wise King Soloman sRoke_ of 28 differ-
ent things, each of which has its “appointe

4, How sh?uld Amos 3:7 aﬂd !\/Latthew 24:45 help
us patiently to wait on Jehovan?

5, Of whaf benefit is a consideration of Eccle-
slastes 3:1-8?

THE WATCHTOWER- OCTOBER 1, 1999 5



time.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) An understand-
rno of the meaning and implications of what
Solomon said will"help us to determine the
rrdht time and the wrong time for certain
actions, as viewed bY God. (‘Hebrews 5:14)
That, 1n turn, will allow us o pattern our
lives accordrngly

and aﬁjrme to\{\_/aﬁph”

6Although there is “a time to weeP and a
time to laugh,” who does not prefer the lat-
ter to the former? (Ecclesiastes 341 Sad to
say, we live i |n a world that primarily gives
us reasons for Weeprn(‘;N Depressrng news
dominates the media. We recoil inhorror
when we hear of Youngsters gunning down
fellow students at school, of parents abus-
ing_their children, of terrorists krIIrngI or
maiming innocent victims, and of so-called
naturaI drsasters plar{rng havoc with hu-
man lives and property. “Starving, hollow-
eyed children and uprooted refugees on the
rin vie for our attention an, thé television
screen. Previously unfamiliar terms like
ethnic cleansing, AIDS, germ warfare, and
EI Nino now create anxiefy in our minds and
hearts—each in its own ay.

7No doubt about it, today’s world is full
of tragedy and heartache. Nevertheless, as
if to downplay the seriousness of the sifua-
tion, the entertainment industry routine-
ly serves up shallow, tasteless, oftentimes
immoral and violent offerings, designed to
mislead us into Ignoring the misery that
others are suffering. Buf'the carefree spir-
it of foolish jesting and frivolous laughter
that such entertainment engenders is ot to
be confused with genuine joy. The joy that
is a fruit of God’s spirit is ‘something Sa-

6, (a) hat causes oncernled Peo le today to
“Wee) do How does the world try.to coun%r
act the serifous situation in which 1t frnds Itself?

6 The Watchtower—QO ctober i, 1999

Although Christians "weep"
because of world conditions . . .

tan’s world srmplﬁf cannot rovrde —Gala-
tians 5:22, 23; EP esians b

8Recognrzrn? e world sdeplorable state,
we can understand that today s hardly the
time to Fuve hrgh prrorrty to’laughter.” It Is
not the fime to"live on ly for recreatron and
entertainment or to alfow “having fun” to
take precedence over the pursurt of sgrrr
tual matters. (Compare Ecclesiastes 7:2-4.)
Those making use of the World should be
“as th ose not usrng}rt to t efuI” sald the
a 0stle Idau ) § ecau(s:e tte scenYeg%f

this world 1 changin orinthians
True Christians P %ch da rnrt W\ reco[%rnr
tion of the %errousness of the times in which
we live—Philippians 4

Desprte Weeprng Truly Happy!
9The eop e who [ivd at the tjme of the
dloba eluge lacked a serious view of life
hey went about their daily routine and

8. Should Chrrstr ns t?:_da)f %rve priority to
wee Hor {0 auoJ ter? Explai
al regrettable situa |or]1 existed. in the
da}/ rrorto the Iu e, and what meaning does
s have for us to



theyare actually the happiest
people in the world

failed to weep over the “badness of man
éthat] Wwas abundant in the earth,” Iooklng
n with, indifference as “the earth becam
filled with viglence.” (Genesis 6:5,11) Jesus
referred to that regrettable state, and he
foretold a similar aftitude among people in
our day. He warned: “As they were in those
days before the flood, eating and drinking,
mén marrying and women“being given in
marriage, until the day that Noah“entered
Into thé ark; and they took no note until the
flood came and swept them all away, so the
Presence of the Son of man will be:"—Mat-
hew 24:38, 39

D Some 1,850 years after the Flood, in the

days. of Haggai, many Israelites showed a
similar lack of serious concern for spiritu-
al maters, Busy ur_sumg personal inter-
ests, they failed'to discerf that theirs was
the time for giving priority to Jehovah’s in-
terests. We fead: “As regards this [%eople,
they have said: ‘The time’has not come, the

10. How did the Israelites living in the days of
Hag a(lméholw tq]eat Erhaeex: Fascklevclngpbnrecqgtioa sfoor
Jehovah’s appointed time?

time of the house of Jehovah, for it to be
built.” And the word of Jehovah continued
to come by means of Haggai the prophet,
saying: ‘Is it the time for you yourselves
to"dwell in your paneled houses, while this
house is waste? And now this is what Jeho-
vah of armies has said, “Set gour heart upon
your ways.” ”—Hsagal 1115, _
11As Jehovah's Witnesses today, with re-
sponsibilities and privileges hefore Jehovah
like those of the Israglites of Haggai’s time,
we would also dowell to set our liéarts upon
our ways, doing so in all seriousness, Do we
“weep” over world conditions and the re-
proach these bring upon God’s name? Are
Wwe pained when people deny God’s exis-
tence or blatantly |%nore his righteous prin-
ciples? Do we réact as did thé marked in-
dividuals seen by Ezekiel in a vision 2,500
years ago? About them we read: “Jehovah
Wwent o to say to [the man with the secre-
tary’s inkhorn]: Pass thr_ou?h the midst of
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem,
and you must put a mark_on the foreheads
of the men that are 5|ﬁ_h|ng and groaning
over all the detestable things that are being
done in the midst of it.”"—Ezekiel 9:4.
PThe significance of this account for us
today becomes aRparent when we read the
instructions to the six men with weapons
for smashing: “Pass through the city af-
ter him and strike. Let not your eye feel
sorry, and do not feel any compassion. Old
mari, young man and virdin and little child
and women ¥ou should “kill off—to & ru-
Ination. But to any man upon whom there
IS the mark do not go near, and from m
sanctuary you should start.” (Ezekiel 9:5, gi
Our survival of that fast-approaching grea

11, What questions might we appropriately ask
ourselves? _

12. What significance does Ezekiel 9:5, 6 have
for people today?

The watchtower—October 1,1999 7



tribulatjon depends upon_our recognizing
that today is primarily a time to weep.

BOf course, the fact that Jehovah’s ser-
vants “weep” over the sorry state of World
affairs does not preclude their belngn a py
On the contrary! They are actually the
piest ?roup of people on earth. Jesus pro
Vided the touchstone for happiness when he
said; “Happy are those conscious of their
ﬁlrltual need, . . . those who mourn,

the mild-tempered ones, . . . those hunger-
ing and thwstmg for righteousness, .. the
merciful the puré in heart,
peaceable, . . . those who have been perse
cuted for righteousness’ sake.” (Matthew 5:
3-10) There"is_ abundant evidence to show
that'this description fits Jehgvah’s Witness-
es, collectively, befter than it does any oth-
er religious organization.

UEspecially since the restoration of trug
worship in 1919 do Jehovah’s happY people
have reason for ‘ Iau‘ghter”s piritually, they
shared the exhilara nE? exPerlence of those
who returned from Babylon in the sixth
century B.CE.. “When Jehovah gathered
back the caﬁtlve ones of Zion, we became
like those who were dreaming. At that time
our mouth came 1o be filled With Iaughter
and our tongue with ajoyful cry.... Jehovah
has done a great thing in what he has done
with us. We have become joyful.” (Psalm
126:1-3) Still, even in the midst of spiri-
fual laughter, Jehovah's Witnesses wisely
keep In mind the seriousness of the times.
Once the new world has become a reallty
and earth’s inhahitants have taken “a firm
hold onthe real life,”then the time will have
arrived when laughter will replace weeping
Eolr 3aII4etern|ty Timothy 6:19; Revelation

13, 14 a) What kind of pe?]ple did Hes s R
oun ?/?Wlﬂ)mw you think t
escrl on Well fits Jehov hsW|tnesses

8 THE WATCHTOWER- OCTOBER 1, 1999

“A |me raceEa %a Time to
ﬁ rom Embpracing
5 C r|st|ans are selectlve about whom
they embrace in friendship. They keep in
mind Paul’s warning: “Do not te misled.
Bad associations spoi Ml useful habits.” Fl Co-
rinthians 15:33) And wise King Solomon
noted: “He that is Walkln Wlth Wise per-
sonswn become wise, but he that s havm
ea in swnh the stupid ones will fare bad-
—Proverbs 13:20.

The full-time ministry is an
excellent basis for a happy marriage

% Servants of Jehovah choose as friends
individuals who have the same love for Je
hovah and his nghteousness that |1he

hile they a Eol clate and enJgR/e e Icsoer&

nshi heir friends
gvmI t?t ermt|35||ve é dI I|bera Vie

T datin P valent |n some coun-
Hles foday Rat than | dulrgln In |t as
armless un the V|ew t]
ous step toward arriage t ouI

%@y are Christians selective in p|ck|ng

do Jehpvah’s, Witnesses V|ew
ant i

tlrlen shlp datlng marriage, and why?



taken Qn,ly when ong is physically, mentally,
and spiritually ready—as well ds Scriptur-
aII¥ free—to_enter into a germanent part-
nership.—1 Corinthians 7:3b. _
T7Some may feel that it is_old-fashioned
to take such"a view of dating and mar-
riage. But Jehovah’s Witnesses do not allow
Pe_er ressure. to influence their choice, of
rienas or their_decisions as regard_s éiatm_%
and marriage. They know that “wisdom |
[l)roved righteous By its works.” (Matthew
1:19) Jeovah always knows best, so they
take senouslfl his counsel to marry “only in
the Lord.” (I Corinthians. 7:39; 2"Corinithi-
ans 6:14) They avoid rushlnq Into marriage
with the mistaken thought that divorce or
separation are acceptablé options should the
refationship falter, They take their time
to seek out a suitable partner, realizing
that once marriage_ vows are taken, Jeho-
van’s law applies; “So that they are no lon-
ﬁer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God
a3 yoked together let no man put apart.”
—Matthew 18:6; Mark 10:9.
BMarriage is a lifelong commitment that
deserves careful planning. A man will logi-

18. What can serve as a starting point for a hap-

py marriage

Can You Explain?

O Why isit vital for us to know that
"for everything there is an appoint-
ed time"?

O Why is today chiefly "a time to
weep'?

O Why are Christians, although
"weeping," nevertheless truly

happy?

0O How do some Christians show that
they view the present to be "a time
to keep away from embracing"?

cally ask himself, ‘Is she really the right
pers?n for me?” But Fquallyjmportant, he
should ask, ‘Am I real % the right person for
her? Am IamatFre Christian who can care
for her spiritual needs?” Both prospective
Partners ‘have an obligation before Jehovah
10 be spiritually. strong, capable of form-
mg a solid marriage unjon that merits di-
viiie approval. Thousands of Christian coy-
ples can testify that because of its emphasis
on giving rather than on recelvqu the full-
time ministry is an excellent starting point
for a happy marriage.

BSome Christians “keep away from em-
bracing™ by choosing to remal smPIe for
the sake ofthe good hews. (Ecclesiastes 3:5
Others postporie marriage until they fee
that they are sp|r|tuall¥ qualified to attract
a fitting mate. But let us also remember
those smgle Christians who yearn for the
Intimacies and benefits of mafriage and yet
fail to find a partner. We can_be"sure that
Jehovah rejaices over their refusal to com-
promise. divine principles in their pursuit
of marrla?e. We also do well to appreciate
their loyalty and to offer them the appropri-
ate support that they deserve. _

Dshould even married couples occaélon-
ally “keep away from embracing”? Evident-
ly's0 in a sensé, for Paul_ noted:™“This | say,
prothers, the time left is reduced. Hence-
forth let those who have wives be as though
theg_ had none,” (1 Corinthians 7:29) Ac-
cordingly, the joys and blessings of ‘mar-
naq,e mast at times take a backseat to theo-
cratic responsibilities. A balanced view of
this matter wil| not weakep 3 marrlage bué
%tren then It because 1t helps to rémin

oth partners that Jehoyah must always be
the central stapilizing flglure In theirrela-
tionship.—Ecclesiastés 4712,

19, Wn d&) some Christjans remain single?.
28. W g 0, even arnage,,;nartners t times
eep away from embracing™

ki
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2 Additionally, some married coupleseouPIesmust maliethewown decmono the

have refrained from having children in or-
der to be freer to carry or their service to
God. This has meant sdcrifice on their part,
and Jenovah will reward them accordingly.
Incidentally, whereas the Bible encqurages
singleness for the sake of the good news,
it Makes no direct comment on”remainin
childless for the same reason. (Matthew 19

> LCorinthians 7:36; comﬂare Matthew
2419 and Luke 23:28- -30.) Thus, married

l Why should we not judge married couples in
the matter ofu parenthoojéJ J P

basls of personal circumstances and t e|r
own consclentious feefings. Whatever that
decision ma(}/ be, marriedcouples are not to
be criticize

2 Yes “for eve Ythm? there is an ap-
pointed time, even a or every affair
under the heavens.” There IS even “a time
for war and a time for peace (Eccle3|astes

1, 8) The next article will explain wh R/

Is important for us to determme for whi
of the two it is now the time.

22. What is it important for us to determine?

"A TIME_FOR PEACE”
IS AT HAND!

“Foreverything there is an appointed time, .

a timefor

OST people yrearn for peace, for

good reason he 20th century has

ex erienced Jess peace thar an

ce tur% inhistory.

never hefore was so much

Peace In 1920 the League of Nations was

ormed. In 1928 the Kellogg-Briand Pact

calleq, by ope reference Work “the mo?
?ran lose of a series of peacek eeplng

orts after World War I,” was subscrib

by nearl¥ all the nations of the world .

?reemg 0 Tenounce war as an instrument

natignal policy.” Then, in 1945 the Unit-

ed Nations ‘organization was set up to re-

place the defunct League of Nations.

1. What ironic sﬂuat(j)n has exdsted durmg the
20th century as regards war and peace?
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the United Natio
But Its f#ccess hﬁs neen limited. Granted,
Iromcallys betiaesa/or

done to S

2. Whatds the

. a timefor war and
peace.”—ECCLESIASTES 31 8

2Like the Lea%ue the professed goal of
S 1 t0 Secure world peace.

IS nowhere ex'oenencm war on
re:ae of the two world wars. Neverthe-
ess, dozens of smaIIer conflicts are still rob-

bmr%hundre s of t hoysands of the|r pﬁace

| their b e%n mt{;s and otené elr
very lives. Dare we hat the United Na-
dto Po scanturn the 21st century into “atime

or peace™

The Basis for True Peace
3Peace between peoples and nations re-

rofessed %oal of thg United Na
to what extent has it had success?

lons, an f
Q¥ can genuine peace not exist alongside



quires more than just toleration. Can anyone
really be at peace with someone he hates?
Not ‘according to 1 John 3:15: “Everyone
who hates hiS brother is a manslayer.” As
recent history Proves, deep hatreds easily
escalate into acts of violence. _

4Since Jehovah is “the God who Plves
peace,” peace can be experienced only by
people who have love for God and degp re-
spect for his righteous principles. Clear-
ly, Jehovah does not grant peace to every-
one. ““There is no peace,’ my God has said,
For the wicked ones.™ This'is because the
wicked refuse to let themselves be guid-
ed by God’s holy sgmt, a fruit of which is
P_eace.—Romans 15:33; Isaiah 57:21; Gala-
lans 522,

5To wage war on fellow humans—as So-
called Christians have so often_done, par-
ticularly in the 20th century—is unthink-
able for genuine Christians.” (James 4:1-4)
True, they war against teachings that mis-
represent God, bat this warfare’is designed
to help individuals, not to harm theni. To
persecute others because of religious differ-
ences or to inflict physical harn for nation-
alistic reasons stands in sharﬁ) contrast with
true Christianity. “If possible, as far as.it
depends upon you,” Paul instructed Chris-
tians in Rome, “be peaceable with all men.”
—Romans 12:17-19; 2 Timothy 2:24, 25,

6Today, divinely ?ranted peace 1s to be
found only among true worshipers of Je-
hovah God. (Psalm 119:165; Isaiah 48:18)
No political differences disturh_their unity,
since they are ever¥where politically ned-
tral, (Johin 15:19; 17:14) Because they are
“fitly united in the same mind and 1 the
same line of thought,” no religious differ-

4. Who only can experience peace, and. whg?
5. What is unthinkable for true Christians®
8. I here only can genuine peace be found to-

ay’

ences _threaten their peace. (1 Corinthians
1:10) The peace Jehovah’s Witnesses enjoy
IS a modern-day miracle, one brought about
by God in harmiony with his promise: “I will
appoint peace as your overseers and righ-
teousness as your task assigners.”—Isafah
60:17; Hebrews 8:10.

Why “a Time for War™?

{Despite their Reaceful stand, Jehovah’s
Witnesses nevertheless consider the pres-
ent to be predominantly “a time for war.”
Not literal warfare, of course, since forcmg
the Bible’s message upon others by arme
mlght would contradict God’s invitation to
“let anyone that wishes take life’s water
free.” (Revelation 22:17) No forced conver-
sions here! The warfare Jehovah’s Witness-
es wage is strictly spiritual. Paul wrote:
“The weapons of our warfare are not flesh-
ly, but powerful bg God for overturning
stron IX entrenched things."—2 Corinthi-
ans 10:2; 1T|m0th?/ 118,
8Chief among “the weapons of our war-
fare” is “the sword_ of the_spirif, that is,
God’s word.” (Ephesians 6:17) This sword is
powerful. “The word of God is alive and ex-
erts power and is sharper than any two-
edged sword and pierces even to the’ divig-
ing of soul and_spirit, and of joints and their
marrow, and is_able to discern thoughts
and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)
By usmg this sword, Christians are able to
overtur reas_onmgﬁ and ever Ioft¥ thing
raised ,u? against the knowledge ot God.”
(2 Corinthians 10:5) It enables them to ex-
pose false doctrines, harmful practices, and
philosophies that reflect human rather than
divine wisdom.—1 Corinthians 2:6-8; Ephe-
sians 6:11-13.

7.8 (ﬁ) Despite their . eac%ful stand, how do
ehov% s Witnesses view the I]ores(elnt_tl_me,?
bgr}/gre%t is the chief weapon of a Christian’s
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9Another type of spiritual warfare is the
one Wa?ed aﬁamst the sinful flesh. Chris-
tians follow the examBIe of Paul, who admit-
ted: “I pummel mY ody and
slave, that, after | have preached to oth-
ers, | myself should nat become disapproved
somehow.” (1 Corinthians 9:27) The Chris-
tians in Colossae were admonished to dead-
en their “body members that are upon the
earth as respects fornication, uncleanness,
sexual appetite, hurtful desire, and covet-
ousness, which is idolatry,” (Colossians 3:5)
And Bible writer Jude exhorted Christians
“to pyt up a hard fl?_ht for the faith that was
once for all time delivered to the holy ones.”
(Jude 3) Why must we do so? Paul answers;
*If you live in accord with the flesh
sure to die; but if you ?ut the practices of
the b (Ey to death”by the spirit, you will
live.” (Romans 8:13) ‘In view of this clear
statement, there can be no letup in our war
against bad tendencies.

DYet another reason why the present can
be viewed as a time for war is that “the day
of_ven?eance_ onthe part of our God” is 1m-
minent, Slsalah 61:1, 2) In 1914, Jehovah’s
Rﬁpomte_ time had arrived to establish the

essianic Kingdom and to_authorize it to
wage active war against Satan’s system.
Thé allotted_time périod for humans'to ex-
periment with man-made rule without di-
vine interference expired at that time. In-
stead of accepting God’s Messianic Ruler,
most people contifue to reject him, even as
most did"in the first centdry, (Acts 28:27)
C_o_nsequent_lsy, In the face of Kingdom oggo-
sition, Christ has been forced tq™“go subdu-
|n% in the midst of Lh_ls] enemies.” (Psalm
11 :2_1 Happily, Revelation 6:2 promises that
he will “complete his conquest.” This he will

?heV\slmf ﬁr}lggﬁge be. no letup in gur war against
10. What ocfcurred in 1914, leading up to what
In the near future?

lead it as a

/0U ar€
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do during “the war of the great day of God
the Almighty. . ., called Tn Hebréw Har-
Magedon."—Revelation 16:14,16.

“ATime to Speak” Is Here

11Since the 1914 turning point in human
affairs, 85 years have passed. Jehovah has
been extremely patient with humankind,
He has made his Witngsses fullk//l_av_vare of
the urgency of the situation. Millions of
lives are at stake. These multitudes deserve
to he warned hecause “Jehovah ... does not
desire any to be destroyed but desires all to
attain to repentance.”uﬂz Peter 3:9) Never-
theless, soonwill come “the revelation of the
Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful
angels.” Then, all those who have willfull
rejected the message of God’s Kln?dom Wi
experience the “vengeance” that Jesus, will
bring “upon those who do not know God and
those who do not obey the good news about
our Lord Jesus.”—2 Thessalonians 1.6-9.

DPWhen will Jehovah's patience finally
run out? Any speculation as to when the
“great tribulation” might begin is of no val-
Ue. Jesus clearly statéd: “Concerning that
day and hour ndbody knows.” On the other
hand, he admonished: “Keep on the watch
therefore, because you,do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. . . . Prove Your-
selves ready, because at an hour that you
do not think to be it, the Son of man is
coming.” (Matthew 24:21, 36, 42, 44) Plain-
I exloressed, this means that every day w
should remain watchful of world events an
reckon with the outhreak of the great trib-
ulation, (1 Thessalonians 5:1-5) How danger-
ous to think that we can take 1t easy, living
so-called normal lives, waiting to See how

1. Why has Jehovah been extremely patient,
%ut whzyt wa}lsl_ eventugll come? yP

12, () Why is speculafion as to when the great
R Sl



things might develop! Jesus said: “Pay at-
tention to yourselves that your hearts riever
become weighed down with overeating and
heavy drrnkrng and anxretres of life, and
suddenly that be Instantly upon you as
asnare.” (Luke 35) Of this we Can be
sure T e ourwrnds of destruction pres-
ently being held back by Jehovah’s “four an-
?els 7vvl|||3not be held back forever—Revela-
lon
Bln view of this fast- approachrng day of
reckonrng, Solomon’s words about there”be-
g “a time to speak” take on special mean-
(Ecclesiastes 37‘) Having recognized
that now Is indeed a time to Speak, nearly
six million Jehovah sWrtnesses are zealous-

ly talking about the 3/ God’s king-
S |p and warning of ay of vengeandce
IS da

Th eg offer themselves er ing gont
hrrsts military force.—Psalm 110:3;

ose ho S ea\r “Peace,
ere 0 eace

14Dur|n the seventh centur?é B.CE.
God’s prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel deliv-
ered djvine messages of Audgment against
Jerusalem for its wayward course in sobe
dience to God. The ‘destruction they ore-
told took place in 607 B.C.E., even thou %
God’s messengers had been contradicted dy
prominent and influential religious lea

ers. These latter ones proved to"be “stupid

prophets [who]... led [God’s] people astray,
saying, ‘There.is “peacel” when there s no
§e8ar:1e2 '—Ezekiel 13:1-16; Jeremiah 6:14,15;

BLike the “stupid prophets” of that time,
nrz (\!Vhat have nearly six million persons recog-
14 What false Erophets existed during the sev-

enth cent ur)(
1]5a Do similar false prophets exist today? Ex-

plain.

0O drawing Gog into an attack on God's
people.— Ezekiel 38:3, 4, 10-12

O putting it into the hearts of human
rulers to destroy Babylon the Great.
— Revelation 17:15-17; 19:2

O performing the marriage of the Lamb.
— Revelation 19:6, 7

O initiating the war of Har-Magedon.
— Revelation 19:11-16, 19-21

O binding Satan to start Jesus' Thousand
Year Reign.— Revelation 20:1-3

These events are simply listed in the order in
which they are referred to in the Scriptures.
We can be sure that all five events will occur
in the order that Jehovah determines and ex-
actly when he determines.

most religjous, leaders today also fail to
warn peo%l of God’s comrné ay ot judg-
ment. Ins paint an op trmrstrc IC-

ead, the
ture that oIrtrcaY %rou pS er ultimately
achieve peace and security, More anxious to
please humans than God; they tell their pa-
rishioners what they want 10 hear instead
of exRIarnrng that "God’s Kingdom s es-
tablished anri %t the Messianic K|n2q IS
soon to complete his conquest. (Danie
2 Timothy 4:3, 4; Revelation 6:2) As false
Prophets they tao speak of “peace, when
here IS no eace dButt errconvrctronwrll
soon turn nto sudden horror when they
must face the fury of the One they have
misrepresented and upon whose nanie they
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have brought untold reProach. The leaders
of the waorld emglre of false rellglon, de-
scribed in the Biple as an immoral woman
will choke on their own misleading cries of
peace.—Revelation 18:7, 8. _
BThat the majority. of prominent and ip-
fluential leaders persist In their hyEocrlt-
ical_promise_of peace does not shake the
confidence of those who have faith in God’s
promise of true. peace. For over a centu-
ry, Jehovah’s Witnesses have gone on rec-
ord as being loyal defenders of God’s Word
courageous opponents of false religion, and
resolute supporters of God’s Kingdom. Far
from ,Iulllnrq people to sleep with swegt-
soundmg platitudes about peace, they dili-
ently strive to awaken them to the realit
at foday is a time for war.—Isaiah 56:10-
12; Romans 13:11, 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:6.

Jehovah Breaks His Silence
. I7Solomon alsp said: “The true God will
judge both the righteous one and the wick-
ed one, for theré Is a_time for every af-
fair.” (Ecclesiastes 3:17) Yes_Jehovah has
an appointed. time for eggecufl_ng judgment
on false religion and on “the kings of earth
[whol take their stand .. . against Jenovah
and against his anginted one.” (Psalm 2:1-6;
Revelation 16:13-16) Once that time_has a-
rived, Jehovah’s dasys of staymg “quiet” will
be over. (Psalm 83:1: Isaiah 62:1: Jeremi-
ah 47:6, 7) Through his enthroned Messian-
Ic Kln?, esus Christ, he will “speak” in
the only Iangua e his opposers ag# rent-
ly understand; “Like a mighty man Jeho-
vah himself will go forth. Like'a warrior he
lelawaken zeal. He will . yes, he will
et out a war cry; over his eneniies he will

16. (a) As being what have Jehovah's Witness-
es %Sr?e on record? %) Ho (io t%e §|f¥gr ?rgm
those who cry “peace, when there 15 no peace™

17. Hat dees ig mean that Jehovah will soon
break his silence’
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show himself mightier.  have kept quiet for
a long time, | continued silent. | Kept ex-
ercising self-control. Like a woman gwmg%
birth I'am gomgI to groan, pant, and gasp,a
the same time. 1 shall devastate mountains
and hills, and all their vegetation | shall dry
up. And | will turn rivers into islands, and
reedy pools | shall dry up. And I will make
the Dlind ones walk in a way that they have
not known: in a roadway that they have not
known | shall cause them to tread. | shall
turn adark place before them into light, and
rugged terrdin into level land. These are the
things that | will do for them, and | will not
leavé them.’"—Isaiah 42:13-16.

BWhen Jehovah ‘speaks ouf’ in defense
of his Godship, his people will no longer
need to speak out in their own defense.” It
will be their turn “to keep, quiet.” As they
did to servants of God in times past, these
words will apply: “Youwill not need to fight
in_this instance. Take your fosmon, stand
still and see the salvation of Jehovah in your
behalf."—2 Chronicles 20:17.

. BWhat a crushing defeat for Satan and
his organization! The glorified brothers of
Christ"will take part ‘in striking an out-

1%'ie|tD9What respect will God’s people soon “keep
9, Whathgrivilege will Christ’s spiritual broth-
ers soon have?

D

What Is Your Answer?
O What is the basis for lasting peace?

O Why do Jehovah's Witnesses con-
sider the present "a time for war"?

O When are God's people "to speak,"
and when are they "to keep quiet"?

O How and when will Jehovah break
his silence?



Christ's Thousand Year Reign
will truly be a time . ..

standmgz victory for righteousness, in ac-  joined b faithful men and women of the
cord with the promise:” “For his part, the tw S a pomted time for resurrection
God who gives peace will crush S atan under ave ar qub Christ’s Tho san Year
your feet Shortly.” (Romans 16:20) The long- e| nWlh Euy e “a fime IOUD im
awaited time for peace Is finally at hand. Ieah , a time to bul 3
D, How blessed the lot of all on earth whotlme to Jaugh . . . , & time to°skip. about

survive this great manifestation of Jeho- . aYtelgneart]% ei{nvmfee\?gr astmgﬁ“ e [0

vah's power! Soon afterward they will e e for peace”'—EchesmstesSl Pl
20. For what will it soon be the time? 29:11; 31211
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He Helped to Spread Light "to the

THE apostle Paul was used to spread
spiritual light "to the extremity of the
earth." As a result, many "rightly dis-
posed for everlasting life became
believers."— Acts 13:47, 48; lIsa-
iah 49:6.

A keen desire to spread spiritual ~ f
light was also evident in the devot-
ed life and tireless Christian efforts
of William Lloyd Barry, a mem-
ber of the Governing Body of Jeho
vah's Witnesses. Brother Barry died on
July 2, 1999, while having a direct part
in serving a district convention in Hawaii.

Lloyd Barry was born in New Zealand on Decem-
ber 20, 1916. His mother and father had earlier
taken an active interest in the Bible truths presented
in the publications of C. T Russell, as distributed by
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. Hence,
Brother Barry grew up in a devoted Christian house-
hold.

Though interested in sports and ed-
ucation, even earning a degree in
science, Brother Barry maintained his
keen focus on spiritual matters. Thus,
on January 1, 1939, he took up the
full-time ministry, becoming a mem
ber of the Bethel family at the office
of the Society in Australia. After
the government banned the Soci-
ety in 1941, Brother Barry kept

Extremity of the Earth"

busy in office work, at times being as-
signed to write material for the en-
couragement of fellow believers. He
also took an exemplary lead in the
public ministry.
In February 1942, Brother Barry
married another full-time servant.
His loving wife, Melba, has faith-
fully worked alongside him all these
years in many parts of the earth,
ihey took a major step toward ser-
vice in foreign fields by attending the
1 th class of the Watchtower Bible School

of Gilead in the United States. Their assign-
ment was to what many would consider 'an extrem-
ity of the earth'— Japan. After arriving in Novem-
ber 1949, they began serving as missionaries in
the seaport city of Kobe. At that time, only 12
individuals were preaching the good news in Ja-
pan. Brother Barry learned the language and ways
of his new home and developed a deep affection
for the Japanese people, with whom he served for

the next 25 years. His love for those "rightly

disposed for everlasting life"
was clear to the growing

Christian brotherhood in

Japan, helping him to be

effective in overseeing the
branch for decades.

In mid-1975, when there
were some 30,000 Witness-
es in Japan, the Barrys were

transferred to Brooklyn, New
York. As a spirit-anointed Chris-
tian, Brother Barry had been in-
vited to serve as a member of
the Governing Body of Jehovah's
Witnesses. (Romans 8:16, 17) His
writing experience proved very use-

Lloyd Barry and John Barr when
"Insight on the Scriptures' was
released in 1988

Graduates of the 11th class of
Gilead, meeting in Japan after
40 years



ful in his new role in the Writing Department. And
his extensive branch and international experience
equipped him to make a valuable contribution as a
member of the Publishing Committee of the Govern-
ing Body.

Over the years, Brother Barry retained his love
for the Orient and its people. Students in Gilead
School as well as members of the Bethel family
could be sure that his talks and comments would
highlight heartwarming stories about many who had
served in the missionary work. Kingdom-preaching
activities at 'the extremities of the earth' truly came

to life as Brother Barry enthusiastically recounted
his own experiences. Some of these are mentioned
in his personal account published in The Watch-
tower of September 15, 1960.

We are confident that as a 'joint heir with Christ,’
Brother Barry's interest in those "rightly disposed
for everlasting life" will continue. Of course, he will
be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him as
a spiritual man, wholly devoted to Jehovah and hav-
ing warm affection for God's people. Yet, we re-
joice that Brother Barry endured faithfully to the
end of his earthly course.— Revelation 2:10.

YOU CAN ENDURE
TO THE END

"Lt

« \ r OU havye need of endurance
Y wrote the a%ostle P%u to the frrst
century Herew Christians. (He

t’d?swc?u%?.?f i Eaé‘itt'“detef e

hristians: “Supply {0 your faith .. . endur-
gnegncgz Peter fP X B)t/tt what exactly s en-
U

2 A Greek-English lexicon. defrnes thefoug}tthe fing f |

Gre k verb for “endlre” as “remain |ns eag
fleein . stand one’s %roun no
out Cor cerning the Greek Roun or en
durance,” one re erence work sa[y \
srrrtwhrc an srmpywrth

e
srgnatll H h\”tee Inr%an on his f %é?
wrt Hrs ace to the It is the virtue

which can transmute the hardest trial into
lory because beyond the Barn It sees the
8oal Enaurance, then, enables one to stand

1, 2. What does it mean to endure?

usrun with endurance the race that is set before us. "—HEBREWS 12:1.

firm in the face of obstacles and hardships
and not lose hope Who especially have need

of this quality?
3 All Christians ar frguratrvel en%ag]ed in
a race that req[wres endurance. In
ea eap ostle Paul wrote to hrs
fel ow worker and faithful traveling compan-
jon rmothy these reassurrng words: “I have
| have'run the course
e finish ave observed the fait)).”
2Trmoth¥47 Wrth the expression “run the
qurse to the finish,” Paul was comparing his
lifeasa C hrrstran {0 4 race, ith a Set corse
and finish line. B hattrme Parflwastrr
Joanty Ioroa rn?t eenP the race,
hGWﬁSC %Ptl)ﬁ ookrnr]; orward to re-
cervrn the reward. “From this time on,” he
went on t0,say, “there Is reserved for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

4, h f ? (b) Wh
r3nust gengﬂrea\t/g tegden%rendurance (o) Why
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Draw encouragement
from Christian meetings

rg ht u,trd e W|| Ve Fnaaeula\svg rgvrrférrt
h Wg Y % rntWe re%var%becauseh
ured to the end. What about the resto us
470 encoura those w 0 have tak ehn udp

the race, Paul Wrote: *Let us yun wit
urance the race f at is set before us.’

rewsl hrrstrans We enter thrs en
ranr:ﬁ racevY] e dedicate qurselves to
Jehova throug

gesus Christ, A good
start In th ecour?e of rscrg eship. IS impor-
ant, byt what ultimately counts is that we
Inish the course. Jesu de lared: “He tha'
as enayred fo he end is the one that w)

e saved.” (Matthew 241?Te priz awart
Ing those_who %uccessfu y finish the race
1 everlasting life! Hence havrgga#oa 'ﬂ
mind, we myst endure to the ena’’ What wi
help Us attain that goal?

Proper Nutrition—A Must
5Near the city of Corinth, Greece, was the
ﬁrte where the famous Isthmlran Games we[)
d |n anc ent tlme% as no do
aW e hatht e Corint ran ers Were fa-
mr lar with the th etic contests and other
ﬁ etrtrons nel there rawrn ont
ed e he reminded them race or
|e|n hqt ey were engae o ou not
att erunners rna acealr n, hut
ne receives the grrze Run rln suich a
Wa tat ou ma att nit.” Pau empha
srz im orta yrng fn trerace
ress torvy]ard unH inish. But
awou them to 0o s0? EYfecy r]
“d ﬁtart in ﬁcont éexercr es self-contro
|n% rq d Yestecontestants
In the anclent ﬂames submitted themselves
to rrgorous traifiin Otoo scrupulous care rg
what they ate an and regimente

i ) T P R
b % l?ou glves ot dwﬁyy

vIsions must we aval
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journals

their everg activity in order to win—1 Co-
rinthians 9:24, 25.

6What abou the race that Christians have
entered? “You.have o give attention to your
sprrrtual nutrrtron If. you are gorno to’ en-
dure In th erace for life,” says an efder in a
cong regratron of Jehavah’s itnesses. Con-
srder at sgrrrtual food J ovah the God

w 0 sum) endurance,’ rovr

ans. 15:5) Qur main so rc |

ua nourrshme t 1S, his W e
Bib erea

Should we not majntain goo
schedule? Through he farthfu anddrscree
slave,” Je %va 85 also rovre th Im
e atchtow [ and Awake!
other Bible-pased (oub ications. Matthew 4
45? Drlrﬁenv stu yrn% these will fortif y us
spiritually. Yes, we must take th etrme— uy
out the ogﬁortune time™—for personal study.
esians 5:16

770 stay on tge course of é:hrrstran drscr
ples rp, We need to go beyond the basic * P
marB/ octrrne and™“press on to maturi
gst Ire Q O\t’\tltean Sie jtognﬁnhlentter
and Hepth ot t?te truth and raw nourrgp

hy should we.not be satisfied . with
rEerte} \{<Vn wrn the Dbasic hrrstran oloctrrnes’)
How may w press on to maturity™?



ment from the solrd fod [that] belongs to
mature eople.” ( onesrans 18, Hebrews
ake, for example, the four reliable ac-
counts ofJesus life on earth—the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Through a
carefu skud otwthese Gﬂspel records, we cag
ooy I e S e o efformed
was bu
cerve the yFatternpof tﬁrnkrng that motrvgted
actrfons Then we can come to have the
mind of Christ,"—1 Corinthians 2:16.
8Paul admonished fellow believers: “Let us
consicler one another to rncrte t0 love ang fine
Wworks, not forsaking the gathering of our-
selves together, as sorne havethrf custom, hut
encour h] nehanot er, and all temor§ 50
day drawing near
re 31%24 25’? Wha a source ofencour ?
ment Christia meetrngf are! And how Te-
freshing It is to e with”loving brothers and
sisters Who are interested In S and want to
help us en ure to. the end! We cannqt afford
to treat ligntly this loying provision from Je-
hovah. Through our diligent personal stud
and regular meeting attendan?e let us “hé-
come full-growp. in powers of understand-
Ing."—! Corinthians 1420,

Spectators to Spur You On
9Re ardless of how well prepared a run-
ner IS, owever, things may aP en along the
iy that ¢ G Cafe AR v?r%“ hish
rnP on %be Ing.t etruth? aZ iG%
afians 5.7 F[vrden Y, some of the Gala lan
Christians fell into bad cRmpany and, las are-
sult, weredrstracte In their race for [ife. On
the other hand, support and encouraoement

rom others can mg!?et e race easief to en-
dure. This is much like the effect that the

8. How do Chrr ran meetings help us to endure

bnt e race or

10. In w at way can s atators be
our enco ragement In ndurance race’
t()? h at 1s, t reat cIou wrtngsses sur-
unding us’ men oned at ebrews

spectators_in a Sqame can have on the %r-
ticipants. Enthusiastic crowds intensify t
excrtement that keeps the contestants mo-
tivated from startt finish. The cheers of
the onIoo ers, often comb rne wrt oudmu
src and clapp IR can %rvg articipans
t e]xtrra Us the n t] come In
or the finish nee sym athetic specta-
tors can exert a posrtrve Influence on those
In the race.

Din the race for life that Chrrstrans have
entered, who are thes ectators? After enu-
merating faithful pre-Christian witnesses of
Jehovah, s recor e rn the 11th chapter of
Hebrews, Paul wrote: “So, then, hecalise we
nave so great a cloud of wrt Nesses surround
r g et Us run with urancet e race
that is'set before us. SHe rewg 2:1) In em-
poyrngt e metaphor of a cloud, Paul did not
use th Greek word that describes 8 sharp-
youtIrne coud ofde nrte SIze and Snape.
nstea e] \R/oe one that according fo
xrco%ra er Vine “denotes a clotdy,
Bel $S Mass covenng the heavens,” Clear-

had In mind t[rreat multitude of
W (r)tnesses—so many that they were like a

ud

1Can faithful pre- Chrrstran wrtnesses be
Irtera, present- damp ectators? Hard g
are all'sleeping 1n death, awaiting & resur-
rectron However they ere themselves suc-
cessfu rUnners when alive %dt elr exam-
ges live on in t epaqﬁsoft ti As we
tudg the ?cnrotures ese faithful ones can
comé to life in our minds and can cheer u]s
on, as It were to run the race to the finis
—Romans 15

RFor rnstance (hen worldl ny 88 ortunr
ties tempt us, would not a corsideration of

radrsc ssion of Hebrews 11:1-1 3 see The
Watc tower, anuary 1E| ? Vy pages

11, 12, How can faithful gre Chrrstrﬁn wit-
nesfs]es c er Us, 0, as rt Wer e race
t] ndurgnce? J ma ene rt more
romt e ‘gredt cloud o wrtnesses
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how Moses regected the gIorres ofE t mo-
tivate us to stay on the course? f% %n
rontrng US Seems Severe, remem errng i
ard tARra am face Wheg he was sked
t% Oraerra uS n|gtstoon Isagc wou

urage U IVe |
?arth gThe extent t% which the
of these witnesses slours us on In
pends on how Clear r¥
eyes of understandi

BWe are also surrounded by a great many
Witnesses of Jehovah In.modern times,
What grand examples of faith nave been se
b anornt ﬂ Christians as Will?as men an

certainly e

reat cloyd’
IS Way de-
we see them with our

omen of t (e rea[ rowd"! (Revelation 7:9
\We can rea thei est ries from t%met
time In this magazine and other Wat

er publications.* As we reflect on their fajth
We are encouraged to en ure to the end. And

how wonderful |t IS to ave the support of

close friends %n re tatrves who themselves
are serving Jenovah faithfully! Yes we have
many to spur us on in the race for e,

Set Your Pace Wisely

UWhen running a Iong race,” such as, a
marathon, a runner must set his acewrsely
Gornﬁ out oo fast ets ou uE{ or failure,
sast e magazine ork Runner. “The
[i elg/ result 1S erther a Ion? stru gIe over the
a everal mresor rog g ne mar-
athoner recalls: “The speaker at a lecture |
attended In preparation for the race clearl
warned: ‘Do not chase after taster runners.
Run at Your OWn pac Oth erwrse you will get

exn as d and ve t ut Hegd
rngt 1S advice e%ed %rnrs% the race.

* Some recent examples of sch enc

b 4 T8 e grgﬁdi Seg,’?@?igi ﬁ%&d pa
i) \szhart t\fsadn Ty fysses of Je
14, 15 @

it Impo tant {0 sef our pace
Wrse Wh)y should we be reasonable mpset
ting oa
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In the cont ft of

Bin the race for life, God’s servants must
exert themselves, vigorously. (L Uke 13
However, the disciple’James wrote; “The WIS
dom from above Is,.... reasonable.” (James 3:
17) While the good example of others may ep-
coura&re us to"do more, reasonableness” will

s set realistic goals n harmony_ with
our abilities and circimstances. The Scrip-
tures remind us: “L et each ong prove what
his own work is, and then he will have cause
for exultation in_regard to himself alone,
and not in comparison with the other person.
Fgr} gach one will carry his own load."—Gala-
ti

% Mrcah 6:8, we ar asked Lhrs thought
rov In questron W at |sJe ovah asking
ac ro ou ut to be modest in walking
with your God?” Modesty includes an aware-
ness of our I|m|tat|ons Has failing health or
advance aér cP laced some limits On what we
can do in Gog’s service? Let us nof, hecome
discouraged. Jenqvah accepts our efforts and
sacrrfrces accordrng to what we have, not %c
cor mI%tow at we do not have —2Corint
ans 8:12; compare Luke 21:1

Keep Your EYes on the Prize
TIn pointing out to the Corinthian Chris-
tians the needto endure in the race for life,
Paul mentioned another asP%ct of the Isth-
mian Games that was worthy of their at-
tention. Redardrng the contestants In those
e:

ames wrote: “Now they, of course,
Erun] that they may etaoorru tible crown,
ut we an mcorruP inle one. herefore the
way amrunnrn snotuncertarn “the way
Iam rrectrng blows IS o as not fo be
strrkrn% the (1 Corinthians 9:25, 26)

The victor's prize ip those ancjent games \Was
a crown, or ‘wreatn, made of piné or other
plants, or even of dried wild ¢ Iery—truly a

16. How does modesty help us in setting our

7,18, Keeping wh trn sight helped Jesus en-
gure the tor‘turge stake g P



corruPtrbIe crown.” Wha% though awaits  17) And it is hot easy to carry on as fajthful
Christians who endure to the end dedicated Kin odom proclaimers in view of
BR"'& S K U A s tﬂStpn%Stt U e
set ore hrm he endyre atojt re stake, %‘I t eeng éDanre]p Matthew 24:3-14;

des |srn%same and has sat down at the LueZl 11: 2 Timot n¥3152 Moreover, the
rrg d of éhet rong of God,” (Hebrews en may at times see farther awa (Ythanwe
)Desus endyre to the end of his human Er 8td articul ara/ If we entered the rﬁce
goo In beR/on the tortures e to es ado. Yet G F]Word assures u? at
|s réwar Includes th 50 e has Bhe end will come. Jehovan slaY not
|ncontr uting to the sanctrfrcatr 0 Je 0- Delate. The end 1S in sight.—Habhakkuk 2:

va sname | ranéomrngte uman amr 2 Peter 39, 10,

IX Lom death, and In rul rrbg sKhn and 2 Tosucceed jn the rache for er Mn We
Mt e e e
Rew69 10; 20:28; H%%rews 1:23-26. ment. t;\lg aso nee ? thepencoura ement

BConsider the |0 that |s set before US as  We can get fromre uIar assciation with our
vr}e pursue tne course of Christia fellow_believers, who are also running, the

ISC|
Jehova has%rrven us the deenlg/ fa E race. Even If severe ersecution and % fore-
W rkoereac ng th e%oo newsof God’s  seen occurrenc fa [gthe way snould make
<| gdom ang of Imparti g the |esavrn our ace more difficul We can endure tot)h
knowled eoLt e Bible to others. (n atth ew ecause Jehovah ?rovr es “the power pg
2819 200 W ata%e Ight it |s sme what is norma ‘% Corrnt ns 472
one Interested in t reGo and to e owreassurrn%to now that J eova want

hat one]enter the ra? or Iifel And[] s to finish th course triumphantly! Wrt
ess of t eresponseo theﬁeogle tﬁ We Irm etermrnﬁtron let us run wit en ur-
preach, It s a privilege to have a share In t ance the race thaf is set before us,” fully con-
Work connectedwrth the sanotrfrcatr nofJe- fident that “in due season we shall réap if
hovah cf name..Wh en we endure In the min-  we do not tire out.”—Hebrews 12:1; Gala-
ﬁtry es Hﬁ IndJfference or oRposrtron on tians 6:9,
We grét e %Se(ltn ?nuaththggﬁ e”ﬁggﬂ Zhl I( ha} will ortrhg us a5 W contrnue in
Y, 0f maKi t i t det

Proverbs 27:11) ran rewar ace Tor |Te: shol be ol deter
GPYOXmI%S US is everfAstrn r{ mination as t e eh gvaws nearer

el We need to kee these blessr 0
|n sight and persist in the race.
Do You Remember?

AS the End DraWS Closer O Why must we endure to the end?
leﬁln thenra e for “fe We {-Fve 0 fontend O What provisions of Jehovah should

et ene [fevr As we
|p roac eeng rﬁg IS reFent eswtr}yrn 0] we not neglect?
us or slow us down. (Revelatiort 1212, O Vvvvi:eylyui it important to set our pace
WB%EQS}(]) ?trrstrla(ﬁe& nf C \ %S We pursue O What joy is set before us as we
ace fOt‘ %’g get more difficult continue in the race?

as its enrmyaws closer?
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| had been arrested for teachm% the
Bible in the village of Aidh

hathe

ovah
eserves

AS TOLD BY TIMOLEON VASILIOU

iving J

onochori.

The police took off m¥ shoes and started
beating the soles of my feet. As the beatln?
continued, my feet hecame numb and I could no Ion%er eel
the pain. Before | explain what had led up to this abuse,
which at the time was ot uncommon in Greece, let me
relate how | became a Bible teacher.

ON after 1 was born in 1921 our fami-
ly moved to the town of Rodholivos, In
orthern Greece. During my youth, I led

nunrul

gamb or, and | went to wild parties almost
very ni ght I hag a flair for music, sojoined
alocal band. In aboutayear, | could play most
of the hand’s instruments. Yet, at the same
time, 1 was studious and loved justice.

EarI in 194% while V\{orld War Iltvtvas
raging, our hand was_invited to play at the
fu%e %l I|ttIe girl. At ttt pry %ﬂde
e attves an friend %were Weeptn wit
restrained r|ef Thelr sheer hopelessness
made a profound |mpre53|on on me. | egan
towondr 'Wh dow%d|e |s there an%hlng
more to life than our brief existence? Wher
can | find the answers?
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life. When was 111 started smoksus’ words at
. Latér. 1" became a heavy drinker and darge scaleb

A few da n¥s later, | si)otted a copy of the
New Testa nt onashelfin mK house. | took
It down an began to read. When | read Je-
atthew 247about war on a
etﬂg(E)art of the 5| nof hjs pres-
ence It dawned on me that h |s words must
aggyto our time. In the followmg weeks, |

0'this copy of the Christian Graek Scrip-
tures several tlmes

Then in December 1940, lvmte}d a famllx
nearby—a widow and her five children
the|r t éamongeast cko booklets, Ifound

ne entit sirable Govs rnment
|s (ﬁ) eWatc TowerB le and 1pract

ometh/ stayed up there in the attic and
read t ? entife booklet | became fully con-
vinced from what [ read that e are Indeed

living in what the Bible calls “the last daK
and that Jehovah God will soon bring this



system of things to an end and_replace it
with a n?hteous new world.—2 Timothy 3:
1-5: 2 Peter 3113

What articularly ImPressed me was the
Scnntur | evidence that faithful ones will
live forever in an earthly paradise and that
suffennq and deatn will"be no more.in that
new world under the rule of God’s Kingdom.
(Pafg 'IE ?t’I?ng 11I t2 9anRgveI%t|8n r%l 3ra4erAfor
W | |
these thtn% and | asked (I)nm tops oW me
what hjs re%wrements are. It b ecame %Iear
to me that Jenovah %deserve my whole
souled gevotion—Matthew 22:31.

Acting on What | Learned

From that fime on, | quit smoking, ¢eased
gettln% drunk, angd’ stopped ?ambltn I
gather d together the widow’s five chyldren
nd my three younger brothers and sisters

and | éxplained to them what I had learned
from the hooklet. Soonwe all tarted sEread
Ing what little we knew. We became known
In"the community as Jehovah's Witnesses,
aIthou?h we had never met any Witnesses.
Rtght rom the start, | devoted'more than a
hundred I”S %ver ‘month toteIIIng others
the wonderful things | had learned.

One of the local” Greek Orthodox priests
went to the mayor to com ﬁlna bout Us. But
some days un 3 nown%t to Us,
oyng Wit oun a lost horse an
ad returne |t to tts owners. As a result of
such honest% the mayor res ecteg the Wit-
nesses, and he refused to listen to the priest.

One day in about October 1941, while |

W|tnessm Int emarketplae someong

eabouta |tness of Jehovah who live

anear %town He was a former policeman
named Christos Tnantaftllou | went {o see
him and |earned that e nad been ﬁWltness
SI ce 1932 Howh aIf | was when he pro |d

me Wlth many older Watch Tower put
catlonsI These reaIIy helped me make sptn
tual progress.

In 1943, 1s¥mbohzed my dedication to God
Bywater aptism. By thef | was conductlnP
ble studles In three of the nejghboring vil-
?es—D raviskos, Palaeokomi™and Mavro-
I os | used the book The Harp of God as
our Bible study aid. Eventually, | was privi-
leged to see folr con%regatlons of Jehovah’s
Itnesses formed Inthis area

Preaching Despite Obstacles

In 1944, Greece was, freed from German
occupation, and sometime later, communi-
cation was established with the branch of-
fice of the Wach Tower Society in Athens.
The branch office invited me to share in
preachtnﬁ in a territory where hardly any-
one had heard the Kingdom messa?e After
moving there, | worked on a farm for three
months and spent the rest of the year in the
ministry.

That ear | was blessed 0 see my moth-
er get Paptized, as well as the widow and
her'children, except her youngest daughter,
Marianthi. who Was baptized in 1943 and be-
came my, beloved wife in_November of that
year. Thirty years later, in 1974, my father
also became a baptized Witness.

Early in 1945 we received the first mimeo-
graphed copy of The Watchtower from the

ranch, office. Its feature article was entitled
"G RISCIPnehA«Hhe Natjons.” (Matthew 28;
19T atic Diaglott) Marianthi and
I |mmed|ate y left our home to work taraw
territories east of the Strymon River.
were later joined by other Witnesses.

We often walked barefoot to reach a vil-
lage, covering miles through ravines and
over mountains. We did this to save our
shoes because when they wore, out, we had
no others to reflace them. During the years
from 1046 to 1949, civil war was ravagtnP
Greece, and it was very dangerous to trave
It was not unusual to sée corpses lying by the
open road.
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Giving a talkwhile our
preaching work was
under ban

Rather than berng dis-
couraged by the ditfictl tres
we contrnue servrnr% zeal-

§¥ Many times | Telt as

t mrstw wrott

ven oug In the
valle e sha ow | fear
'nh bad, pfor you are with
me ourrod and yoursta arete
thrn S that comfort me. saIm
Durrn this erro we ereoten awa
from home for weeks, and | sometimes spent
250 hours a month in the ministry.

Our Ministry in Aidhonochori

ne o the vrllageI gn%vrsrted In 1946 was
Aidhonachori g ed high on a mountain.
There we met a man whotold us that there
were two men in the village who wanted to

hear the Bible message. However, because, of

fear of his neighbors, the man was unerI
r?nto direct Us to them. We loc ért%d thelr
to tan wa¥ and were receive osolrta
oly. In fact aterafew mlnutes the i mP
room was filled with hey were ¢
her reIatrves or cIose frren S | Was abso-
utely amazed to see with what attentive-
N6sS theY sat and listened o us. We spon
earned that they had eagerly been Wartrng
to come In_contact with Jehovah’s. Witness-
es, put urrnqthe Germanoccugatron here
ere nonern he area. What had stimulated
their interest?
Thelwofam heads had been rmrnenA
In the local Co munist p artZ
Introduced Communistic ideas to t erg ek
utthent ety came acrossacop% e hoo
overnment; published by the Watch Tower
Society. Asaresult of reﬁdrng It, they Were
conviriced that the only 8e for 4 perfect,
righteous government was God’s Kingdom.
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We sat

up talking to
these men and their friends_until mrdnrrrht
They were completely satisfied with the
Bible-based answers to'their questions. Soon
afterward however Communists n the vil-
%e plotted tg 1tme ecayse | was oonsrd-
red responsible for convertrno their former
Ieaders Incidentally, amon hose present
that frrst night wast em nwho tod me
about th e mtereste on(es In th e villa (t

ven ual %/ grogresse ble kno
Ia%e ?(?é aptized, and IaterbecameaChrrs

Brutal Persecution

It was not long after meeting these former
Communists that two policémen stormed
into a house where we were oonductrng a
meeting. They arrested four of us at ?
pro]mt and escorte us to the p Irce] A lon.,

erete orce eutenaEt wo olose
connec lons with the Greek Orthod oxcergy,
berated us FrnaIIX he asked “Well, what
orn? to do wit

‘L |vethema 0od beating!” the ot
Sr] 0 r:cer%en standrnéJ b(hirgnd usgshouted Pn

By then it was [ate at night. The police-
men locked us in the basement and went to
the tavern next door. When they were quite



dtru_nk, they came back and | was brought up-
stairs.
_ Seeln? what condition they were in, | real-
ized tha the%/ might kill me”at any moment.
S0 | prayed fo God to give me the strength
to endure whatever | might have to suffer.
They took some wooden rods and, as | relat-
ed at the beginning, started beating me on
the soles of my feet” After that they heat m}é
whole body, dnd then they threw me bac
into the basement, Next thé _brou?ht out an-
other victim and began bedting him.
In the meantime, | used the V(\J/p ortunity
to prepare the other two young Witnesses to
face the test ahead. But the policemen chose
Instead to bring me back upstairs. They took
off mg clothes, and the five of them béat me
for about an hour, trampling on my head
with their army boots. Then they threw me
down the stairs, where | lay unconscious for
about 12 hours. o
Whenwe were finally released, a family in
the village put us up for the night and looked
after us. The following day, We left to re-
turn home. We were soworriout and exhaust-
ed from the beatings that the trip, which
was normally a two-hour walk, took us eight
W?urs. | was so swcillen from the beatings
that Marianthi hardly recognized me.

Growth Despite Opposition
In 1949, while_the civil war was still gomg
on, we moved to Thessalonica. | was assigne
t0 serye as assistant con(rlregatjon servant in
one of the four congregatioris in the city. Af-
ter one year the congregation increased to

such an extent that we formed another one,
and | was assigned as the congregation Ser-
vant, or presiding overseer. AVear later the
new congreg{atmn had nearly doubled in size,
and yet another congregation was formeg!

Opposers were angry with the growth of
Jehavah’s WitnesseS in Thessalonica. One
day in 1952 when | came home from work, |
found our house burned to the ground, Ma-
rianthi had barel e,scaPed with“her Iife, At
the meeting that night, we had to explain
wh?/ we were there il dirty clothes—we had
lost everything else. Our Christian brothers
were ver stpathetl_c and supportive.

In 1961, 1 was assigned to the t_ravelmg
wark, visiting a different conﬁregatlo_n_eac
week to strengthen the brother Sﬁ_lrl'[ua|-
ly. For the next 27 years, Marianthi and |
visited the circuits and districts in Macedo-
nia, Thrace, and Thessaly. _Although_ my qear
Marianthi had been Pracﬂcally blind” since
1948, she courageously served with me, en-
during many tests of Tajth. She too was ar-
rested, tried, and imprisoned many times,
Then her health began to deterjorate, and
ggﬁcgrled in 1988 after a long battle with

That same year, | was appointed to Serve
as a special pioneer in Thessalonica. Now, af-
ter more than 56 years of service tq Jehovah,
| can still work hdrd and share in all features
of the ministry. At times, | have conducted
as many as 20 Bible studies with interested
ones each week. _

| have come to appreciate that we are real-
I% at the start of %reat teaching program
that will continue 1nto Jehovah's new wWorld
and on for a thousand years. Yet, | feel that
this 15.no time for us t0 take things easy, to
Put thlnﬁs ol‘f, gr {0 spenﬁ OlLr fime sa |s] -
Ing our fleshly desires. I thank God for e%—
Ing me to keep the promise | made at the

because Jehovah truly de-

Very beginnin ( _
serves otr whole-souled devotion and service.
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IMS"

D B RIS e

HEN one does not know what it is,
then it is something; but when
~one knows what it is, then it is
nothing. What is it? Ariddle.
In today’s highly pragmatic society, peo-
Ble tend to view “riddling as child’s pla
ut in ancient times the Fiddle “was a test

of wisdom,” notes Ihe Interpreter’s Dic-

tll_%n%ry of the Bible.—Compare Proverbs

Rather than stating his will or ?,urpose

ainly, at times Jehovah has intentionall

hscured his prophetic sayings, using analo-

Ies, myshfw(r&)g “dark sayings,” or°riddles
X. (Psa

at perple Im 78:2, K

o=

==

0

e) In fact, while the Hebrew word for rid-
e is used only 17 times in the Bible, the
Scriptures are”literally full of riddles and
proverbs.

~ Biblical Riddles Abound

KIHR Solomonwas reportedly able to solve
even the most erp_Iexm% uestions, or rid-
dles, brought to him, f ings 10:1, foot-
note) This was certainly a result of Gog-
given wisdom, If there is any truth in
reports of ancient historians that Solomon
once lost a rl_dd_Im? contest with King Hi-
ram of Tyre, it likely happened after he lost
Jehovah’s spirit as a result of his gpostasy.
Judge Samson similarly showed a fondness
for fiddling. On one occasion, empowered by
holy SPIrI_t, a riddle provided him with the
opportunity. to strike fear into the hearts of
God’s enemies.—Judges 14:12-19.

>Ry )]
\—/:
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James Ver-
Numbers 12:8, The Em hasr?zed BE-

Manr Biblical riddles, though, are dlrecA-
ly invofved with Jehovah's purposes. Cons|
ér, for example, Genesis 3:15. This prophe-
ch_, which lays the basis for the theme of the
ible, is In |tse|fsometh|n1%0f an enlE?m_a a
“sacred secret.” (Romans 16:25, 26) Besides
JGI_H% given supernatural visions and reve-
ations, the apostle Paul also saw certain as-
nects of God’s purpose in ‘_‘haz,yhs%ugér}ieﬁ’t’hc%r

f
|tera||3y “obsclre expression.
ans 13:12: 2 Corinthiang 12:1-4) And what
about the endless speculation that has suy-
rounded the mysterious number of the wild
heast—-six hundred and sixty-six"—intro-
duced suddenly and without éxplanation at
Revelation 13:187 Who is able to solve these
ge“r/\l/re]’e) ridales, and what purpose do they

Unlocking Sacred Secrets

_For many of us, sight is the most pre-
cious of our five senses. But without light,
human vision would be almost useless. We
would be virtually blind. So, too, the human
mind. It has an amazin abl|lf){ to mafch
E)(atterns, appl Iogm, and'thus solve puzzles.

et(,jsomett In mh,lre |st t21eeded to ufr%lock sla-
cred secrets. While others may offer soly-
tions to the riddles posed In ch Bl,b?e, onﬂl
their Author, Jehovah, the God of light, can
reveal their intended meanm?.—lJohn L5,

Unfortunately, men are often too_proud
and independent to wait on Jehovah for an-
SWers. Intngued by.the mystery, there are
those who, Seeking intellectual stimulation
but not necessarily tryth, sought solutions
outside of God’s Word. For example, Jew-
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ish mysticism with its Cabala pondered the
magical significance of numbers and the
|etters of the Hebrew alphabet. The Gnos-
fics of the second century, on the other
hand, made use of the Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures,in an attempt to extricate secret
meanings from them.

All such searching, however, led them
further into pagan, Tites or superstitions
and av_va¥ from divine truth. ‘Why, if the
world is Tull of evil,” the Gnostics reasoned
then its Creator, Yahweh, cannot be a good
God.” Is this the best conclusion they could
offer? How shallow human reasoning is! No
wonder the apostle Paul, f|ght|ng apostate
ideas that were later developed ¥ nostic
sects, strong(lly warned in his letters; “Do
not go beyond the things that are written”!
—1Corinthians 4:6.

Turnmg the Light on “Dark Sayings”
Yet, why would a God of light speak “dark
sayings” at all? The very nature of a rid-
dle challenges one’s |_maP|nat|0n and deduc-
tive powers. So, sprinkled. throughout the
Scriptures like tasty garnishes in a gour-
met meal, they were’sometimes used simply
to arouse the interest of the audience or
to make the message conveyed more vivid.
In these instances, exPIanatlons are usuall
%lven immediately afterward.—Ezekiel 17:

-18 Matthew 18:23-35.

Jehovah grants wisdom generously but
never indjsCriminately. (Jares 1:5-8) Con-
sider the hook of Proyerbs, an inspired col-
lection of many_puzzllné] sayings that some
mlght view as Tiddles, _nderstandw them
takes time and. meditation. But how many
people are WI||Inq to make the_effort? The
Wwisdom they contain is accessible only to
those who dre willing to dig for it.—Prov-
erbs 2:1-5, _ _

Jesus likewise used illustrations to ex-
pose his listeners’ heart attitude. Crowds

thronged around him. They enjoyed his sto-
ries. h_eY_Iovedhlsmwacles_. ef, how many
were willing to change their life-style and
follow him?"What a contrast to Jesus’ disci-
E)Ies, who repeatedly sought to understand
esus’ teachlngs and V\_/|II|n?Iy disowned
themselves to become his followersl—Mat-
thew 13:10-23, 34, 35: 16:24; John 16:25, 29.

Looking to the Light

“Interest in ridales,” observes one source,
“seems to coincide with seasons of intellec-
tual awakening.” Today we are hlﬁh|y priv-
|Ieg|ed to be living in"a time when' spiri-
tual “light itself has flashed up” for God's
people."(Psalm 97:11; Daniel 124, 9) Can
Wwe patiently wait on Jehovah to reveal his
purposes according to his timetable? More
Important, do we “act promptly to chanqe
our lives when we become aware of how 10
conform mare fully to God’s revealed will?
(Psalm 1.1-3; James 1:22-25) If we do, Jeho-
vah will bless our efforts, o that, just as
eyeqlasses correct blurred vision, holy spir-
it will bring the beautiful mosaic of the di-
vine purpose clearly into focus in.our mingd’s
eye, s_harpemng our spiritual vision.—1 Co-
rinthians 2.7, 9, 10. _

Indeed, Scriptural riddles magnify Jeho-
vah as the “Revealer of secrets.” (Daniel
2:28, 29) Moreover, he is also a Searcher
of hearts. (L Chronicles 28:9) It should not
surprise us to. learn that the unveiling of
the light of divine truth has always been
gro réssive, (Proverbs 4:18; Romans 16:25,

6) Rather than seek knowledge of the deeP
thlnﬂs of God through mysticism or shal-
low human wisdom, which’ can only lead to
futility, let us confidently look to”Jehovah
God t0 turn the “Eht of fruth on his “dark
sayings,” m_akln? nown his wonderful pur-
P_oses to faithful servants at his agpomted
ime.—Amos 3.7, Matthew 24:25-21.
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FOtRSTIIIZ\IIED
0 V?/ro%doqlng

HEN | was still in my teens
\X [ and working at_a grocery
I 1. store,” explains Timothy, “a
workmate invited me over to his house. He
said that his parents would be away, girls
would be there, and there would be oppor-
tunity to engage In sex.” Many young peo-
ple taday would be quick to say yes to suc
an invitation. But what was Timothy’s re-
sponse? “I told him there and then that |
WRU!d not be coming and that becayse of rr\}y
Christian conscience, | did not wish to have
s_exdeth someone to whom | was not mar-
red.

While explaining his refusal, Timothy
was ynaware that ayoung female emf)loyee
was listening |n. HIS ipndcence challenged
her, and soon he was faced with having to
say no to her as well—on a number of oCca-
sions, as we shall see later.
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Having temptation thrown be-
fore ys 1S, of course, not unique to
our times. Some 3,000 years ago,
King Solomon wrote: “My son, if sin-
ners try to seduce you, do not con-
sent. .~ . Hold hack your foot from
their roadway.” (Proverbs 110, 15
Jehovah himself commanded the na-
tion of Israel: “You must not follow
after the crowd for evil ends.” ‘Exo-
dus 23:2) Yes, at times we must s
no, resisting the temptation to do

wrong, even though It may not he

the popular course.

. Saying No Is
_Espeuaﬁyy'rrgpo_rtant Today
Saylng no to Wron?dmn% has never been
easy, and nowadays if can be esgemally dif-
ficult, for we are living in what the Bi-
ble calls_“the last_days™ of this system of
things. True to Bible prophecY, people en
massSe have become lovers,of pleasures and
violence, devoid of both spirituality and mo-
rality. (2 Timothy 3:1-5) A Jesuit tniversity
president stated: “We've had a traditiondl
set of standards that have heen challenged
and found wanting or no longer fashion-
able. Now there don't seem to be any moral
landmarks at all.” In a similar vein, a supe-
rior court judge said; “Things aren't black
and white anymore. E_ver%thlng IS gray. ...
Fewer peoplé recognize the differénce be-
tween right and wrong. The sin now is get-
tln]g caught, not the violation.” _

he apostle Paul wrote about people with
such attitudes: “They are in darkness men-
ally, and alienated from the life that be-
ongs to God, because of the ignorance that
IS i them, because of the insensibility of
their hearts. Having come to be past all
moral sense, they gave themselves qver to
oose conduct to work uncleanness of every




sort with greediness.” (Ephesians 4:18, 19
But trouble looms for them. Isaiah declared:
“Woe to those who are saymrg]] that good is
bad and bad is.good, those who are puttin
darkness for light and light for darkness.
(Isaiah 5:20) Not only do these ones reap
what they sow now but they will soon expe-
rience their greatest “woe™—adverse judg-
ment from Jéhovah.—Galatians 6.7.

“When the wicked ones sprout as the veg-
etation and all the practicers of what I
hurtful blossom forth, it is that they ma
be annihilated forever,” says Psalm 92.7.
In other words, this bumper crop of wick-
edness will not go on in eflnltelx, makm_g
life unbearable for all. In fact, Jesus sai
that the ‘_‘ﬁeneratwn” sponsoring this wick-
edness will be the very one that God will do
away with in a “great tribulation.” (Mat-
thew 24:3,21,34_2) 0 if we want to be spared
throu?h that tribulation, we negd fo know
right from wrong according to God’s stan-
daras: and, of course, we alSo need the mor-
al strength to saK_no_to wrongdoing inall its
forms, Though this is not easy, Jefovah has
furnished us with some encouraging exam-
ples in Bible times and today.

Learning From a

_ Youngﬂ/lan %Q g]a|d No

Saying no to fornication and adultery
seems_ t0 be especially difficult, even, for
some in the Christian congregation. Timo-
thy, mentioned in the opening paragraph,
took to heart the example of young Joseph,
recorded in the Scriptures at’ Genesis 39:1-
12. Joseph displayed moral strength when
Invited _re_peatedh(1 by the wife of the EgyP-
tian official Potiphar to have relations with
her. Joseph, the account says, “would re-
fuse and would say. . . How could | com-
mit_this_great badness and actually sin
against God?™”

How did Joseph acquire the moral strength
to say noto Potiphar’s wife day after day? For
a start, he valued his relationship with Je-
hovah far more than he valued momentary
pleasures, Additionally, although he was not
underadivine law coge O(the Law of Moses was
yet to come), Joseph had a clear grasp of mor-
al FrlnmpIeS' he knew that committing forni-
cationwith Potiphar’s infatuated wif would
be a sin not only against her husband but also
against God.—Genesis 39:8, 9. _

Joseph evidently understood the impor-
tance of not even, lighting the match of
desire that could ignite an uncontrollable
inferno_of passion. A Christian is wise to
follow Joseph’s example. The July 1, 1957,
Watchtower stated: “He must recognize his
fleshly weaknesses and not think he can fol-
low sgnsual desires to the Scriptural bound-
ary ling .and stop there. Even if he ma
succeed in doing that for awhile, he will
eventually be drawn over that boundary line
into sin.“This is certain to happen, ‘since
|usts that are nourished grow In strength
and get a tighter grip on & person. He then
has greater-difficulty getting his mind off
thent. His best defense’is to Tesist them at
the outset. _

Resisting at the outset becomes easier as
we develop a love for what is right and a ha-
tred for what is wrong. (Psalm 37:27) But
we need to keep working at it, to be per-
sistent. If we do, with Jehovan’s help our
love for right and our contempt for wrong
will grow “stronger.. Meanwhile, of course,
we must remainvigilant, as Jesus directed,
constantly pra%/mg 0 be spared from temp-
tation and to be delivered from the wicked
one.—Matthew 6:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:17.

Saying No to Peer Pressure
Another influgnce toward wrongdomq IS
peer pressure. One youth confessed: “I'm
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living two lives—one at school and one at
home. At school I hang around kids who
swear almost every tine they open their
mouths, And I'm turning out just like them.
What should I do?” What is"needed is the
co_ura?e_ to be different, and one way to ob-
tain it is b}/ reading and medﬁatmg on Bi-
ble accounts that tell us about God’s IoYaI
servants like Joseph. Other fine examples
are Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego—four young men who had the courage
to e differént from their peers,

While being educated with other young
men in the royal court of Babylon, ‘these
four youngi Israelites were requilred to eat
“a ddlly allowance from the delicacies of
the king.” Not wanting to violate the di-
etary aspects of the Law of Moses, they said
no to this food. That took strength=—and
all the more so because the dishés, being
“delicacies of the king,” were Probably quIte
tempting, What a fine example these’young
men set for Christians today who miay be
temRted, even pressured, to verindulge in
alconol or to take drugs and use tobacco!
—Daniel 1:3-17.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego also
demonstrated the truth of what Jesus
Christ later said; “The person faithful in
what is |east is faithful also in much.” (Luke
16:10) Their courageous stand on the com-
paratively small matter of food and the fine
outcome “Jehovah gave no_doubt fortified
them for a later, more serious test. (Dan-
lel 1:18-20) This test came when they were
ordered, on pain of death by fire, 0 par-
ticipate in idolatry, Coura?eous_ly, the three
young men reméined defermined to wor-
ship “only Jehovah, trus_tm[q ful(l)y In him
whatever the outcome might be, Once again
Jehovah blessed them for their faith “and
courage—this time by miraculously pro-
tecting them from the flames when they
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were thrown into a superheated furnace.
—Daniel 3:1-30.

God’s Word containg many other exam-
R/IIeS of those who said no to wrongdoing,

0ses said no to being “called the son of
the dauqhter of Pharaoh,” even though
this, would, have given him ample oppor-
tunity to indulge” in “the temporari/ en-
oyment of sin™’in Eqypt. (Hebrews 11.24-
6) The prophet Samiel refused o abuse
his authorltﬁ/ by accepting bribes. (1 Samu-
el 12:3,4) The apostles of Jesus Christ bold-
ly answered no when ordered to Stop preach-
ing. (Acts 5:27-29) Jesus himself firmly said
noto all wronﬁ_dom —tight down to the last
moments of Ris life when soldiers offered
him “wine drugged with myrrh.” Acceptlnq
it might have Weakened his resolve at tha
critical time.—Mark 15:23; Matthew 4:1-10.

Saying No—A Matter
3? que_an ea%

Jesus said: “Go in through the narrow
Pate; because broad and spacious is the road
eading off into_destruction, and many are
the ones going in through it; whereas nar-
row is the gate and cramped the road lead-
ing off into life, and few are the ones find-
mgrlt.”—Matthev_v 1113, 14 N

he broad road is popular because it is easy
totravel. Its travelers are self-indulgent, %IV-
en to fleshly thinking and ways, and they
want, not to be different, but to conform {o
Satan’s world. They feel morally hemmed in
b¥ God’s laws and principles. (Ephesians 4:
17-19) Yet, Jesus, s e_cmcallg said that the
broad road leads “off into destruction.

But why did Jesus say that only a few
choose the cramped road? Primarily be-
cause_only a minority want, God’s laws and
Prmuples_ to l%;overn their lives and to help
hem Tesist the many inducements to and
opportunities for wrangdoing around them.



Furthermore, only a comparative few are
prepared to fight illicit desire, peer pres-
sure, and the féar of ridicule that may come
their way because of the path they have cho-
sen.—1 Peter 3:16; 4:4.

These ones understand fully how the
apostle Paul felt when he described the fight
that he had in saying no to sin. Like today’s
world, the Roman and Greek world of Paul’s
time provided a broad road of opportuni-
t% to indulge in Wr_onggomg. Paul explained
that his mind, which’knew what was right,
waged an on?omg ‘war’ with his_flesh,
which leaned foward wrongdo_ln%. SRomans
1:21-24) Yes, Paul knew that his o Ywas a
?ood servant but ahad master, so he learned
fo.say noto it. “I pummel my body and lead
it asa slave,” he wrote. (1 Corinthians 9:27)
How did he achieve such mastery? Not in
his own strength, which was unequal to the
task, but with'the help of God’s spirit.—Ro-
mans 8:9-11, _

-As a result, Paul, though imperfect, kept
his integrity to Jehovah right to the end.
Not long before his death, he could write:
‘I have fou?ht the fine f|Pht, | have run
the course fo the finish, T have observed
the faith. From this time on there is re-
served for me the crown of righteousness.”
—2 Timothy 4:7, 8. _ _

As we war against our imperfections
what_encouraginy examples we have, not
just in Paul, butalso in"those who served
aS examRIes to him—Joseph, Moses, Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and many
others. Imperfect humans thPug,h they
were, each one, of these men of faith sai
no to Wrongdomg, not because of dogged-
ness or stubbornness, but because of mor-
al strength born of Jehovah’s spirit. (Ga-
latians 5.22, 23)r They were spiritual men.
They hungered for every utterance of Jeho-
vah’s mouth. (Deuteronomy 8:3) His word

meant life to them. (Deutergnom 32:473
Above all, _theﬁ_ loved Jehovah and fearey
him, and with his help, they. patiently culti-
vated a hatred for wrongdoing.—Psalm 97:
10: Proverbs 1.7,
. May we be like them._ Indeed, to endure
in saym% no to wrongdoing in all its forms,
we néed Jehovah's spirit just as they did. Je-
hovah ([;enerously gives us, his spirit if we
sincerely ask for 1t, study his Word, and reg-
ularly attend Christian meetings.—Psalm
119:105; Luke 11:13; Hebrews 10:24, 25,
Timothy, mentioned at the outset, was
%Iad he did not neglect his spiritual needs,
he young female émployee, who overheard
his Convérsation with Ris_workmate_ and
was wrongly attracted by Timothy’s inno-
cence, latér-quietly invitéd Tlmoth¥_to her
home when her hishand was out. Timothy
declined. Not easily put off, she extended
the invitation on miany occasions, like Potj-
phar’s wife. Timothy firmly but Kindly said
no each time. He even gave this woman a
fine witness from God’s Ward. Deeply grate-
ful to Jehovah for giving him the moral for-
titude to say no, Tima hY IS now happily
married to a‘delightful felfow Christian. In-
deed, Jehovah will bless and fortify all who
want to maintain their Christian mtegirlty
by saying no to wrongdoing.—Psalm 1.1-3

In Our Next Issue
Our Quest for a Longer Life
Forgive From Your Heart

Can You Serve in a Foreign Field?

THEWATCHTOWER- OCTOBER 1,1999 31



mviamJLmMMKto

They "Feared the True God"

HILE the Israelites were in slavery
W in Egypt, the Hebrew midwives
Shiphrah and Puah were put in a dis-
tressing position. In an attempt to
control the mushrooming foreign popu-
lation, Pharaoh commanded these
women: "When you help the Hebrew
women to give birth . . ., if it is a son,
you must also put it to death."— Exo-
dus 1:15, 16.

Shiphrah and Puah "feared the true
God," so they took courage and "did
not do as the king of Egypt had spoken
to them." Instead, they preserved alive
the male infants, though this bold stand
could have put them in danger. Jehovah
"dealt well with the midwives," and he
rewarded them for their life-saving acts.
— Exodus 1:17-21.

This account underscores Jehovah's
appreciation for those who serve him.
He could have viewed what Shiphrah
and Puah did, though courageous, as
simply humanitarian. After all, no wom-

an of sound mind would murder infants!
Still, Jehovah no doubt took into consid-
eration the fact that some humans, out
of fear of man, have committed heinous
acts. He knew that these midwives were
motivated not only by human kindness
but also by godly fear and devotion.

How grateful we can be to serve a
God who takes note of our faithful
acts! True, perhaps none of us have
faced the test of faith that was thrust
upon Shiphrah and Puah. Yet, when we
stand firm for what is right— whether in
school, at our place of employment, or
in any other situation— Jehovah does
not take our loyal love for granted.
On the contrary, he "becomes the re-
warder of those earnestly seeking him."
(Hebrews 11:6) Yes, "God is not unrigh-
teous so as to forget your work and
the love you showed for his name, in
that you have ministered to the holy
ones and continue ministering."— He-
brews 6:10.
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