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Does Anyone Really Care?

ulat/Sipa Press

"The tears of those being oppressed” have become a torrent.

They are shed by victims of countless "acts of oppression”

all over the world. Those who have been victimized often feel

that they have "no comforter"— that no one really cares about

them.— Ecclesiastes 4:1.

are_unmoved by the suffering of

= their fellow humans. The){ turn a
blind eye to the pain of other people, as did
the priest and the Levite in Jesus Christ’s
illustration about a man who was assaulted,
robbed, and left half dead by the roadside.
(Luke 10:30-32) As long as things are going
relatively well for them and their families,

DESPITE this torrent of tears, some

they are not concerned about others. In ef-
fect, they say, “Who cares?” _

We should not be surprised at this. The
apostle Paul foretold that in “the last days”
many people would lack “natural affec-
tion.” §2 imothy 3:1, 3% One observer la-
mented the uncaring attitudes that have
developed. “The oldIrish philosophy and
tradition of caring and sharing,” he’ said,
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“iIs being replaced by a new code of making
and taking for ourselves.” Worldwide, peo-
ple make and take for themselves, with al-
mtﬁst complete indifference to the plight of
others.

A Need for Someone to Care

There surely is a need for someone to
care. For example, think about the lonely
man in Germany who was “found srttrn? In
front of his television set—five years after
his death at Christmas.” This “divorced,
disabled lgner,” embittered by his sad ex-
Berrences in Irfe was not missed until the
ank account that lnard his rent was ex-
hausted. No one really cared about him.

Think. too, of the helpless victims of
power ful, greedy overlords. Tn ane area,
about 200,000 people (a quarter of the pop:
uIatron% “died from repression and famine”
after their land was violently seized from
them. Or think of the children who were
exposed to almost_unbelievable savagery.
Said one report: “The percentage of chil-
dren in [one land] who witnessed multiple
atrocities—killings, beatings, rape, some-

Someone Rel

HO SANDS of people show that the
T ceTV% nottaet?teoa
ol Yseftish vie at the problems of

times committed by other adolescents IS
sfaggering.” You can understand wh ){avrc
tim” 0f suc mrustrces mrght tearfully ask,

Does an (Yone really care about me?”

Aocor ing to a United Nations report
1.3 billion people in the developing world
have to survrve on the equivalent™of less
than.one U.S. dollar a day. They must won-
der if anyone cares. SO do thousands, of
refugees Wwho, says a report in Iris
Times, “are faced with the unpalatable
choice of stayrn% in awretched camp or in-
hospitable country or attemptrng to return
to & homeland stifl riven [or, tord apart] by
war or ethnic division.” The same report
included this chilling exercise: “Close our
eves, count to three,”a child has just Qi

ne of the 35,000 children that will die to
day from malnutrition or preventable dis-
ease.” No wonder many cry out in distress
and bitterness!—Compare Job 7:11.

Is all of this simply meant to be? Realis-
tically, is there anyone who not only cares
but also has the power fo stoo the ‘suffer-
ing and to heal all the pain that people have
experienced?

lly Does Care

even “the most enlightened and determined
efforts o eradrcate unger,’ sa one a
worker. Ermrnatrn unger is one 0

others are none of their concern. Instea ey proplen plems. faring people oce
ey als

ther( do all that they can—sometimes even
EUt Ing their.own lives at risk—to alleviate
ufferi gi This IS an |mmen?e fask, onethaé
%Qom |ca\ed by powerful forces beyon
their contro

Such factors as greed, political intrigue,
wars, and natural disasters can frustrate
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0 battle thin s |ke ase over
mrustrce and the | |m ense. suf erin caus
War But are th e‘y winning?
c lef execufive of one arft %oencg

'éj atthosewhomaesuch enq ne
determined efforts” to alleviate hun-

ger and pain are like the compassionate Sa-



maritan described in Jesus Christ’s illustra-
tion. (Luke 10:29-37) But whatever they do,
he said, .the number of victims just Keeps
on growing. So he asked: “What Should the
good Samaritan do if he travels the same
foute every day for several years and finds
another victim of the muggers each week at
the roadsice?

It would be easy to succumb.to what has
been described as’ the deadly illness of do-
nor fatigue’ and m_mplx give'up in frustra-
tion. To.their credit, those who really care
do not give up, (Galatians 6:9,10) For exam-
prle a maH who wrote to Britain’s Jewls

elegraph commended Jehovah’s Witness-
es, Who during the time of Nazi Germany
*helped thousands of Jews to survive the
miseries of Auschwitz.” “When food was
scarce,” the writer said, “they shared their
bread with our [Jewish] brathers and sis-
ters!” The Witnesses kept doing what they
could with the resources they had.

. Yet, the reahtY is that no amount of shar-
ing of bread will bring. a_complete end t

human suffering. This™is in no way meant
to devalue what c_omE)assmnate people
have done. Any action that Rroperly less-
ens suffering 1S worthwhile. Those Witness-
es eased the pain of fellow prisoners some-
what, and Nazism was eventually destroyed.
However, the world system that'causes such
oPPressmn survives,and uncaring people
still abound. Indeed, “there is a genera-
tion whose teeth are swords and whose jaw-
bones are slaughtering knives, to eat up the
afflicted ones off the” earth and the ‘poor
ones from among mankind.” (Proverbs 30:
14) Likely, you wonder why this is the case.

Why Poverty and Oppression?
Jesus Christ once sajd: “You always have
the poor with you, and whenever dy u want
to ¥ou can always do them good.” (Mark
14:7) Did Jesus mean that poverty and op-

pression would never end? Like some peg-
ple, did he believe that such suffering is
part of a plan of God to give compassionate
ones the opportunity to show how much
they care? Not Jesus did not believe that. He
was simply makm_? the point that poverty
would be part of life as Iongi as this system
ofthm?s exists. But Jesus also knew this: It
was not his heavenly Father’s original pur-
pose to have such conditions on the earth.

Jehovah God created the earth to be a
paradjs¢, not a place plagued with pov-
erty, injustice, and oppression. He showed
how much he cared for the human family
by making wonderful provisions that would
add to thé enjoyment of life. Why, consider
the very name ‘of the garden in"which our
first parents, Adam and Eve, found them-
selves! It was, called Eden, meaning “Plea-
sure.” (Genesis 2:8,9) Jehovah did riot limit
humans to the bare necessities for survival
In some drab, oppressive. environment, At
the conclusion of his creative work, Jehovah
surveyed what he had made and declared
that it was ver% good."—Genesis 1:31.

Well, then, why are_paverty, oppression,
and other causes of suffering rampant earth
wide today? The present wicked system of
things exists because our original parents
chase to rebel against God, (Genesis 3:1-5)
This raised the guestlon of whether it was
right for God to demand obedjence from his
creatures. So Jehovah has allowed Adam’s
descendants a limited period of indepen-
dence. God still cared about what happened
to the human family. He made P[ovmon for
undoing all the harm that rebellion against
him would produce. And very soon, Jenovah
will end poverte( and. oppréssion—in fact,
all suffering.—Ephesians 1:8-10,

A Problem Beyond Human Solution
Through the cénturies since man’s cre-
ation, mankind has moved ever further
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away from Jehovah’s standayds. éDeuteron-
omé 32:4.°5) In their continued rejection
of God's faws and principles, humans have
fought one another, and “man has dominat-
ed man to his injury.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) All
efforts to bring"about a truly just society,
free of ever}gthmg that plagues the suffer-
Ing masses, have been thwarted by the self-
Isfiness of those who want to_do things their
own Wtay rather than submit to God’s sov-
ereignty.

_T%er)el is another problem—one that many
m|gh_t dismiss as superstitious nonsense.
The Instigator of rebellion against God Is
still incitin People to badness and selfish-
ness. He.is Satan the Devil, and Jesus Christ
called him “the ruler of this world.” (John
12:31: 14:30: 2 Corinthians 4:4: 1 John 5:
19?1 In the revelation glven to the apostle
John, Satan is identified as the predominant
source of woe—the one primarily respon-
sible for “misleading the entire Inhabited
earth."—Revelation 12:9-12.

Regardl_ess of how much some people care
about their fellow humans, they will nev-
er be able to remove Satan the Devil or to
change this system that fosters an ever-
Increasing number of victims, What, then
Is requiréd to_ solve mankind’s problems’
The solution_ is not simply someone who
cares. There is a need for someone with the
will and the power to get rid of Satan and
his entire unjust system.

“Your \ill Take Place . ..
, Wpon Earthla_ _

God promises to destroy this wicked sys-
tem of things. He has both the will and the
power needed to do so. (Psalm 147:5 6; Isa-
Iah 40:2_5-_31|) In'the prophetic Biple book of
Daniel, 1t is foretold: *The God of heavenwill
setupa klngdom that will never be brought
to ruin. And the kingdom itself will not™he
passed on to any other people. It will crush
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and ?ut,an end to all these kingdoms, and it
itself will stand to times indgfinite™—yes,
forever. (Daniel 2:44) Jesus Christ had this
|asting and benevolent heavenly government
in mind when he tauEht his disciples to peti-
tion God in prayer: “Let your kingdom come.
Let your will fake place, as in heaven, also
upon earth.”—Matthew 6:9,10.

Jehovah will answer such prayers be-
cause he really does care about the human
family. According.to the prophetic words of
Psalm 72, God will authorize his Son, Je-
sus Christ, to bring lasting relief to the
poor, the afflicted, and the oppressed who
supf)o_rtJesus’ruIershlp. Thus, the inspired

salmist sang: “Let him [God’s Messianic

mg] judge the afflicted ones of the people
et Rim save the sons of the poor ong and
let him crush the defrauder ~ He will de-
liver the poor one crying for_h'elﬂ, also the
afflicted one and whoever has no helper. He
will feel sorg for the lowly one and the
Roor_one, and the souls of the poor ones

e will save, From oppression and from vi-
olence he will redeem their soul, and their
blood will be precious in his eyes."—Psalm

24, 1214,

In a vision involving our day, the apos-
tle John beheld “a new heaven and a new
earth.” a completelgl new system of things
established by God. What a bIessmg or
suffermq marikind! Foretelling what Jeho-
vah would do, John wrote: “I heard a loud
voice from the throne say: ‘Look! The tent
of God i1s with mankind, and he will re-
side with them, and they will be his peo-
ples. And_God himself il be with them.
And he will wipe out every tear from their
eves, and death will be o more, neither
will' mourning nor outcry nor pain be any-
more. The former things have passed away.’
And the One seated “on_ the throne said:
fLook! I am making all things new.’ Also, he



saYs: Write, because these words are faith-
ful and true.”"—Revelation 21.1-5.

Yes, we can believe these words, for they
are faithful and true. Jehovah will soon
act tq rid the earth of poverty, hunger, op-
pression, sickness, and all nyustlce. As this
magazine has often pointed qut from the
Scriptures, an abundance of evidence shows
that we are_living In the time when these
promises will be Tulfilled. God’s promised
new world is at hand! (2 Peter 3:13) Soon,
Jehovah will “swallow up_death forever”
and will “wipe the tears from all faces.
—|saiah 25:8,

Until that happens, we can be glad that
even now there are people who genuinely
care. A greater cause for gladness is that
Jehovah God himself really cares. He will
soon eliminate all oppression and suffering.

In God's promised

new world, the earth

will be free of poverty,
oppression, sickness, and injustice

You can have absolute trust in Jehovah’s
romises. His servant Joshua certalng did.
Vithout any reservations, he told God’s an-
cient peoplé: “You well know with all your
hearts and with all your souls that nof one
word out of all the good words that Jehovah
Kour God has spoken to you has failed. They
ave all come true for you. Not one word of
them has failed.” t(Jos_hua 23:14) While the
Present system 0 thln%s remains, there-
ore, do not let yourself be overwhelmed bP/
the trials. you may have to face. Throw all
your anxiéty upon Jehovah, for he really
does care.—1 Peter 5.7,
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Why Keep Your Promises?

((T. T’OTE for the man who promis-

\ [ es least; he'll he the least dis-

.V appointing,” said the late presi-
dential adviser Bernard Baruch. In today’s
world it seems that promises are made tobe
broken. They may be marrlat‘;e Vows, husi-
ness agreements, or pIed%_s 0 spend more
time with the children. Widely |?n0red IS
what 1S implied by the_traditional maxim,
“A man Is as good as his word.”

Of course, many people never intend to
keep their promises. Others make rash
ple é;es_ they cannot live up to or break their
word simply because this turns out to be
the easiest course to follow.

.Admittedly, keeping a promise may. be
difficult if unforeseen circumstances arise.
But does a hroken promise really do much
damage? Should You take your promises se-
riously? A brief fook at Jehovah God’s ex-
ample will help us to see why we should
consider this matter seriously.

Jehovah Fulfills His Promises

We worship a God whose very name is
bound up with the fulfillment of his prom-
ises. In Bible times a name often made a
statement about the person. This Is also
true of the name Jehovah, which means
He Causes to Become.” Thus the divine
name encompasses the thought that God
will fulfill his promises and accomplish his

pu%poses. ,
rue to his name, Jehovah kept every
pgglrmFsQ% he made to the ancient nation of Is-
rael.

omon ac%now edged: “Blessed he Jehovah,

arding these promises, King Sol-
ledged: _
who has given a Testing-place to his people
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Israel according to all that he has promised.
There has not failed one word of all his good
R/rlomlse_that he has promised bg means of

0ses his servant,"—1 Kings 8:56.

The trustworthiness of Jehovah is such
that the apostle Paul could reason: “When
(God made his promise to Abraham, since
he could not swear Ely anyone &reafer, he
swore by himself.” (Hebrews 6:13) Yes, Je-
hovah's'very name and person arg.a guar-
antee that he will not renege on his prom-
ISes, even though they may Cost him dearly.
Romans 8:32) The fact that Jehovah ful-
ills his promises gives us hope that is an
anchor for our soul, or life.—Hebrews 6:19.

Jehovah’s Promises and Our Future

QOur hope, our faith, and our very life
all depend on the fulfillment of Jehgvan's
promises, What hope do we cherish? “There
are new heavens and a new earth that we
are awaiting according to [Go_d’sg promise.
and in these righteoisness is o dwell.
(2 Peter 3:13) Trie Scriptures also give us a
Dasis for faith that “there is going to be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the
unn%hteous.” (Acts 24:15)"And we can e
sure'that there is something more than this
presep%hfe. Indeed, what the g Of_ﬂe John
calls “the promised thing” Is “the life ever-
lasting,” (1 John 2:25) But the promises of
Jehovah in his Word are not limited to the
future, They give meaning to our everyday
lives right now. _

The psalmist sang; “Jehovah is near to all
those calling uponhim, . .. and their cr
for help he ‘will hear.” (Psalm 145:18, 13;
God also assures us that *he Is giving to the



tired one power; and to the one without d

namic ener% he makes full might abound.
(Isaiah 40:29) And what a corhifort it Is to
know that ‘God will not let us be tempted
beyond what we can bear, but along with
the temptation he will also make the way
out’ I(1 orinthians 10:13) If we have per-
sonally experienced the fulfillment of an

of theSe promises, we know that Jehova

can he trusted. absolutelx. In view of the
benefits we derive from the many promises
that God makes and keeps, how should we
View our promises to him?

Keep_m(%_ Our Promises to God
Our dedication to God is undoubtedly the
most |mﬁ_ortant promise we can make. By
takln? this step, we demonstrate that we
want o serve Jehovah forever, While God’s
commandments are not burdensome, it may
not always be easy to do his will, living
as we do’in this wicked system of things.
EZ Timothy 3:12; 1 John :31 But once We
ave ‘put ‘our hand to the plow’ and have
become dedicated servants of Jehovah and
disciples of his Son, Jesus Christ, we should
never look back at the things of the world
that we have left behind.—Luke 9:62.

When we pray to Jehovah, we may. feel
moved to promise him that we willfight
to overcome a weakness, cultivate a Chiis-
tian quality, or increase some aspect of gur
theocratic™activity. What will help us fol-
low through on these promises?—Compare
Ecclesiastes 5:2-5.

Sincere promises stem from the heart as
well as the mind. Therefore, let us back
up our promises to Jehovah by opening
our hearts to_him in prayer, honestly ex-
pressing, our fears, desires, and weakness-
es. Praying about a promise will strength-
en our Tesolve to keep it. We could look on
our promises to God as debts. When debts
are large, payment has to be made gradual-

ly. Likewise, many promises we make to Je-
Hovah will,take time to fulfill. But by reg-
ularly giving him what we can, we show
that we'mean what we say, and he will bless
us accordingly.

We can demonstrate that we take our
promises seriously bg pra}/]mg about them
often, perhaps each day. This will show our
heavenly Father that vie arg sincere. It will
also serve as a relgu_lar reminder. David left
us a fine example in this regard. In song,
he beseeched Jehovah: “Do’hear, 0 God,
my entreatmq cry. Do pay attention to my
Prayer | will niake melody to your name
oréver_that | may 8pay my vows day after
day."—Psalm 61:1, 8.

Keeping Our Promises Builds Trust
_If promises to God should not be taken
lightly, the same can be said about those we
make'to fellow Christians. We should not
treat Jehovah one way and our brothers an-
other way. (Compare’ 1 John 4:20,) In his
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: “Just let

our word_Yes mean Yes, your No.
YMatthew 5:372 Making sure’that our word

IS always trustworthy “Is one way to ‘work
what is good toward those relatéd to us.in
the faithl,’ _(IGaIatlans 6:10) Every promise
we keep burlds trust. _ _

. The damage done by breaking a promise
is often magnified when money s involved.
Whether pd ng back a loan, performing a
service, or fulfilling a commercial agree-
ment, a Christian Should honor his word,
This pleases God and cements the mutual
trust that is so essential if brothers are to

dwell together i unity."—Psalm 133:1.

Failure to abide by agreements, however,
can.harm the.congregation as well as the
individuals directly mvolved. A traveling
overseer observes: “Business disputes—in-
variably caused by agreements that at least
one pdrty considers dishonored—often
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Jephthahkepi his promise, even
though doing so was painful

become public knowledge. As a
result, brothers take sides, and
the atmosphere in the Kingdom
Hall may become tense.” How im-
portant’it is to consider carefully
Wwhatever a?reement_we make and
put the matter in writing*

Caution should also be exercised when
selling costly products,or recommending in-
vestments, éspeciall |fwe_Eers_onaII prof-
it from the transaction. Likewise, there is
a need to be. ver¥ careful not to exagger-
ate the benefits of certain articles or health
products or to promise unrealistic returns
on investments. Love should move Chris-
tians to explain fully any risks involved.
F_Ro_mans 12:10) Sincé. most brothers have
imited business experience, they may trust
our advice simply because we are related to
them in the faith. How _traglc It would be If
this trust were undermined! _

As Christians, we_cannot adoPt business
Practlce_s_that are dishonest or that ignore
he legitimate Interests of others. (Ephe-
sians 2:2, 3; Hebrews 13:18) To have Jeho-
vah's favor as ‘guests in his tent,” we must
be trustworthy.” ‘Even if we have swormn to
vlvhixt Llls bad for us, we do not alter.’—Psalm

Judge Jephthah of Israel vowed that if
God g ve him victory over the Ammonites,
he wquld give to Jehovah as aburnt offering
the first one_who met him after returning
from battle. That one turned out to be Jeph-
thah’s only child, but he did not go hack
on his word. With his daughter’s heartfelt
agreement, he offered her for permanent

sérvice at God’s sanctuary—a sacrifice that
. SRR |
FebrSL?§r§/h§, alrgté%I,epanlég I{éﬁ%{\lﬂﬂﬂg. in Awake! of

10 THE WATCHTOWER- SEPTEMBER 15, 1999

undoubtedly was painful and costly in var-
lous ways.—Judges 11:30-40,
Especially do, congregation overseers

have a responsibility to abide by their
agreements. According to 1T|mo_thly 3:2,an
overseer should be “ifreprehensibfe.” This

Is the rendering of a Greek term meaning
“not able to be taken hold of, jrreproach-
able, beyond reproach.” It “implies not only
that the man Is of good report, .but that
rﬁw desirvedly s0.” (A LI iu_lstlc Key t0
the Greek New Testament) Since an over-
seer must be irreprehensible, his promises
should always be reliable.

Other Ways to Keep Our Promises

How should we view promises we make to
those who are not fellow Christians? “Let
your light shine before_men,” said Jesus,
that thiey may see your fine works and give
IorY to vXour ather who |s in the heavens,
Matthew 5:16 %/ rovmg thﬁt Wwe hon-
[ our. word, we may attract others fo our
Christian message. Despite the worlawide
decline in standards of honesty, most peqple
still value mte_gnty. Keer our r?r Mjses
IS one way to displdy love for God and neigh-
bor and t0 a geal td lovers of rli]hteousness.
—Matthew 22:36-39: Romans 15:2.

Durmg their 1998 service year, Jehovah’s
Witnessgs spent over a billion hours public-



% declaring the good news of God’s
ingdom. %Matt hew 24:14) Some of this
Rreachln% may have fallen on deafears if we
ave not ept'our word in business dealings
or in gther matters Since we represent the
God of truth, people rightly expect us to act
honestly k/bemg trustworthy and honest,

e “adorn the teachmg of our Savior, God,
|n aIIthmgs "—Titus 2:10.

In our ministry, we have opportunjties to
keep our word when we return fo visit those
who ex ress interest in the Kmﬁdom mes-
sage. IT we say that we will call back, we
should do so. Returning as we have prom-
ised is a way ot to hold back good from
those to whom it is owing.” (Proverhs 3:27)
One sister explained the matter this way:

“On several occasions, | have met interest-
ed individuals who said that a Witness had

romised to call back but had not done so.

foourse, I know that the householders may
not have been at home,or thaf circumstanc-
es may have made it impossible to return.
But I wouldn't like anyone to say that of me,
s0 | domy utmost to find the person at home
again. | believe that if | let someone down, it
will reflect badly on Jehovah and my broth-
ers as awhole.”

In some cases, we may not feel inclined to
return because we conclude that the per-

If youhave promised to return,
prepare well to do so

son IS not reaII?/ mterested
The same sister exp ans:
“I dont try to judge the
amount Q mteres My
own experience has tayght
me that first impressions
are often. wrong. S0 | trﬁ
to be positive, viewing eac
Person as a potential brother or
sister
In the Christian ministry and in
many other areas, we need to show that our
word can be trusted. True, some things are
more easily said than done. The wisé man
noted: “A multitude of men will proclaim
each one his own loving-kindness, but a
faithful man who can find?” EProverbs 20:6)
With determination, we can be faithful and
true to our word.

Rich Blessmgs From God
Deliberately mak |n an emp g Promlse IS
dishonest and might be likened o writing
acheck without havmg funds in the bank to
cover it. But what rewards and blessmgs we
rece|ve for keeping our promlsesI One Dless-
ing for being trustworth 2y IS a good con-
science. g om are Acts 24:16.) Instead of
naggmg eelings of remorse we feel satis-
at peace. Moreover, by keeping our
word, we contnbute to the unity of the con-
%regatmn which depends on mutual trust.
ur “truthful sPeec also recommends us
as ministers of the God of truth.—2 Corin-
thians 6:3, 4, 7.
Jehovah is true to his word, and he hates
“a false tongue.” (Proverbs 6:16, 17r) By im-
|tat|n% our eavenl?{ Father, we draw’clos-
er to him. Surely, then, we have good rea-
son for keeping our promises.
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gain wisdom and
ccept |sc:|pI|ne

of his people, He educates them not onl

about himself but also about life. (Jsaia
30:20; 54:13; Psalm 27:11) To the nat|on of
Israel, for examp Ie Jehova %ave prop ets
Lewtes—espema ly the pries —an other
Wise men to serve as teachers (2

JEHOVAH GOD is the Grand Instructor

Chronicles
35:3; Jeremiah 18,18) The prophets tau?ht
the people about God’s purposes and atiri-
butes and outlined the right course to take.
The priests and Levites had the responsibil-
ity of teaching Jehovah’s Law. And'the wise
mien, or elders rowded sound counsel on
the matter of day to-day living.
Solomon, son of David, was outstandin
among the wise men of Israel. (1 Kings &
Upon seemg his_glory and riches,
one of his most dis Inquished visitors the
queen of Sheba, confessed: “I had not been
told the half, You have surpassed In wisdom
and rospent t e th |n s eard to which
lis ene Kings 1077) What was the
secreto 00m0n3W|sdom When he be-
came king of Israel in 1037 B.C.E., Solomon
prayed for. “wisdom and knowledge.” Being
ﬁeased with h|s request, Jehovali gave him
nowledge, wisdom, and an understandin
heart. (7 Chronicles 1:10-12: 1 Kings 31
No wonder Solomon came to “speak threg
thousand proverhs’” (1 Kln%s 4:32) Some of
these, along with “the words of Agur” and
those of “Cemuel the king,” were recor-
ed In the Bible book of Proverbs. (Proverbs
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30:1; 3L:1) The truths expressed in these
pr erbs reflect God’s wisdom and are eter-
na (1 Kin %s 10:23, 4 To an one desiring
a Rg/a successu life, th ey are as in-
uttgre able today as they were when first

Success and Moral Cleanness—How?
The objective of the book of Proverbs is

45 Pta{tentnhfaa.t i

f Israel, for one to know wisdom an
|scn) to discern the s Zln Is of un-
erstanding, to recelve the et at
ves insight._ ri heousness

gt b S g
nowe e an(? thinking éhy g,
—Prover sl

What a Ioft%/ puneaose “the pr?verbs of
Solomon’ aret serve! e are rone {0
know wisdom and discipl |ne > Wisdom in-
volves seeing things as they are and us-
ing that knowledge to solve” problems, at-
tajn goals avoid Or avert dangers or help
others to do so fs “In the Bogk Qf Proverbs,”
states one reference work, “‘wisdom’ signi-
fies skillful living—the ability to make Wise
choices and live, successfully How impor-
tant itis to acqune W|sdom— roverbs 4:7.
T e roverbs of (?Iomon also prowde d|s
mg |ne Do we nee this training?
ngtures discipline conveys. the sense of
correction, reproof, or chastisement. Ac-



cording to one Bible scholar, it “denoes
the training of the moral nature, mvolvmlq
the correcting of waywardness toward fof-
ly.” Discipling, whether self-imposed or ad-
ministered by others, not only restrains us
from engagl in wrongdoing but also mo-
tivates Us To ¢hange for'the better. Yes, we
doneed discipline if we want to remain mor-
all¥clean. _
he purpose of the proverbs then is two-

fold—to impart wisdom and to provide dis-
cipline. Moral discipline and mental abili-
ty have numerous facets. R|9hteous_n_ess ang
{ustme, for instance, are moral qualities, and
hey help us to adhere to Jehovahs high
standards. _

Wisdom is a blend of many factors, in-
cluding under_standl_nq, insight, shrewd-
ness, and thinking ability. Understanding is
the ability to see’into a'matter and discern
Its compasition by grasping the connections
between its partS and the whole, thus get-
ting the sense of it, Insight calls for knowl-
edge of reasons and an apprematlon for why
a Certain coursg Is right or wrong. For ex-
ample, @ man of understanding can discern
when someone is headln(lq In awrong direc-
tion, and_he may instantly warn hin of the
danger. But it fakes Insight on his part to
coniprehend why the perSon is gravjtating
In that direction and to come up with the
most effective way to rescue him.

Shrewd peOer are prudent—not qullible.
(Proverbs '14:15) They are able to“foresee
evil and prepare for if, And wisdom enables
us to formulate wholesome thoughts and
Ideas that gjve epur_ ?_seful direction jn [ife,
The study of the Biblical proverbs is ndeea
rewarding because they were recorded so
that we may know wisdom and discipline.
Even “inexperienced ones” who pay atten-
tion to the proverhs will gialn shrewdness,
and “a young man,” knowledge and think-
Ing ability.

Proverbs for the Wise

The Biblical proverbs, however, are not
only for the inexperienced and the young.
They are for anyone wise enouﬂh to lis-
ten. “A wiseperson will listen and take
In more Instrugtion,” says King. Solomon,

and a man of y Ferstandln% IS the one
who acquires skilltul direction, to unger-
stand a proverh and a ﬁuzzhn? saying,
the words of wise persons and their rid-
dles.” (Proverbs 1:5, 6) A person who has
already acquired wisdom will increase his
learning by giving attention to the prov-
erbs, and.'a man~of understanding will
sharpen his ability to steer his life stccess-

fully.

AY proverb often expresses a profound
truth in very few words. A Biblical prov-
erb may take the form of a puzzllng say-
ing. (Proverbs 1,17-19) Some provers are
1 dles—perplexmq_and knotty statements
that require unraveling, A proverb may also
contain similes, metaphors, and other fig-
ures of speech. Understanding these takes
time and meditation. Solomon, the compos-
er of so many proverbs, certainly grasped
the nuances of understanding a proverb. In
the book of Proverbs, he undertakes the
task of imparting that ability to his read-
ers, somethln? to'which awisé personwould
want to pay attention.

The Beginning That Leads to the Goal

Where does one begin the pursuit of wis-
?om and discipling? Solomon answers; “The
edar ofJehgvah 15 the eglqmngofknowl-
edge. Wisdom and |sdg,|ne are what
mere fools have des,[nse . (Proverbs 1:7)
Knowledge beqlns with the fear of Jehovah.
Without knowledge there can be no wisdom
or discipline. The fear of Jehovah, then, Is
the start of wisdom and discipline.—Prov-
erbs 9:10; 15:33,
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The fear of God is ngt a morbid dread of
him. Rather, it is a profound reverence and
awe, There can_be.no true_knowledge with-
out this fear. Life is from Jehovah God, and
life is ofcourse essential for our having any

knowledge. (Psalm 36:9; Acts 17:25,28) Fur-
thermore God created all things: so all hu-
man_knowledge is based on a study of his
handiwork. (Psalm 19:1, 2 Revelation 411)
God also. inspired his written Word, which
s “heneficial for teachrng for reproving, for
settrng things stra1g t, “for drscrplrnrn
righteousness.” (r Imoth us
Lhe focal point of all true nowled e is Je-
ovah, and a person seeking it must have a
reverential fear of him.

Of what value are human knowledge and
worldly wisdom without the fear of God?

The apostle Paul wrote; “Where 1s the wise
man? Where the scribe? Where the debater
of this system of things? Did not God make
the wisdom of the world foolish?” (1 Corin-
thians 1:20) Lacking godly fear, a worldly-
wise person draws wrong conclusrons from
known facts and ends upa ‘mere fool.’

A “Necklace to Your Throat”
The Wrse krng next addresses the youth:

S 0 n {o theedssc

fat er anr? d noh forsake the law otvour
mother. For the arg awrez%th ofauac
tiveness to yourhead and a fine necklace
torourthr at."—Proverbs 1:8, 9.

n ancient IsraeI parents had the God-
8rven res onsrbr |ty of teachrngrtherr chil-
ren. Moses exhorted fathers: hese words
that | am commandrnrz you today must
prove to be on your heart; and yoy must in-
culcate them 11l your son and S eak of them
when you it |n our house and W en ou
walk on the road and when you lie down
and when you get up. SDeuteronomy b:
0, 72 Mothers toohad considerable influence.
Within the framework of her hushand’s au-

14 THE WATCHTOWER—SEPTENMBER 15, 1999

thority, a Hebrew wife could enforce family

Throughout the Bible, in fact, the family
is the hasic unit for |mPartrn g education.
Phesrans 6:1-3) For children to obe¥ their
elieving parents is for them to be |oura
tively adorned with a decorative wreath of
attractiveness and a necklace of honor.

“It Takes Awa8 the Very Soul

Before sendrng him to the United States
for hrﬁher education, an Asian father ad-
vised s 16-year-old son not to get nvolyed
with bad people. , Thrs advice echoes Sol-
omon’s warning:, “My son, If sinners try
to seduce you, do not consent (Proverbs
1:10) Solofop, however pinpoints the Iure
the use: “They kee sa rnog Pagowt
oIetusIrenah for. blood. Do let
ustlre In concealment otr the |nnocent men
Ithout any ca et us swallow them
hi;own ahve ust ﬁes eol, even whcvhe h tﬁ
ose down mfoa I, etus nda
ﬁorts rcrous Va uab es. Let us |I our
ouses with spoil. ou 0

oyr ot
S s

The lure clearly is riches. On the basis of
making quick profits, “sinners” seduce oth-
ers It involvement in their violent or un-
just schemes. For material %arn these wick-

ed ones do not hesitate to shed blood. They
swal ow their victim down %lrve Just like
Sheol, even whole,” robbing him of every-
t mP "he has hUSt as the_grave recelves the
whole body. Their invitation is to a career in
crrme—the want to Till their houses with
spoil,”and they want the inexpe rrenced one
to ‘tast In hrs ot with them.”What a time-
ly warning this is for us! Do not youth
gangs and drug dealers use similar recruit-
ing methods? “Is not the promise of quick



True wisdom is widely available

riches the temptatron of many questionable
business propositions?

Oanson "ad |ssthewrse n%k ‘o not

in wta with t d tha your
oot from thieir roadway. For their fee
are those t]hat run to shg bggneés ant!
the keeﬁ astening to shed " Pre-
dictin er%drsastrou end, he adds: “For
It 1S trir nothin thatt le net Is spread be
fore the e eis 0t anyth |nsg owni gwrn
Consegue tly th ey mselves lig n &
bush trthe verfv od ofthese they ie
In concealment for t errsous Th us are
the patns ofeveryone makin unrustprot-
It. It takes away t every soul of 1ts own-
ers.”—Proverhs 1:15-19

“Everyone making unjust profit” will per-
ish in Ris_own codrse. The very ambush
that the wicked lay for others will become
a trap for themse|ves. WrII deliberate evil-
doers change their course? No. A net may
be in full view, but brrds—creatures fown-
Ing wings™—fly right into 1t anyway. In a
similar wa the wrcked blinded. by their
greed, go ahea d with their criminal acts,
evenhtthough sooner or later they will be
caug

to the rQ})orce o#\kﬁsﬂom’)

Are sinners actually aware that therr
course is disastrous? Have they beenwarned
of the outcome of their ways? Ignorance is
no excuse, for aveni pointe message IS pro-
claimed in publrc ] aces

Solomon declares; . * rhue wisdom itself
ljeescr yin aloudr e ver stree In
ublrcs uares It geps v nF orth Its
vorce Attheu rt)eren ofthe no rt]/streets
It caks oyt. At the entrances of the gates
Into the city It says its own sayings.” (Prov-

erbs 1.20, 21) Ina loud and clear voice, wis-
dom is crying out In Eublrc places for all to
hear. In ncrent sragl the oI er men gave
wise counse and rendered | Au |cra decrsrons
at the city gates. For us, Jepovah has caused
true wisdom fo be recordeg n his Word, the
Bible, WhICh IS Wrdely avarIabIe nd his ser-
vants today are usg/ pub |cy ec arrng Its
messaeever wher Go Indeed has Wis-
dom ﬁroclarmed before all.
What Foes true wisdom s ?ThL
Iongwrl you mexperrence 0nes
mex erjence ?neg mu t V%u
r| cule frre or )nourse soutrg
rigicule...? [ 'have ca e}dgutbut%ouk g
B ?]rnrg have streched out my han
utt ersnoonepayrngattentron Fool-
Ish ones give no heed tof e VoICe 0 wrodom
Conse(%uently they wil eat rom he fruij-
[%; [ way.” Their own renega ,
and easr%orngness will destroy th
—Proverbs
What thor h, of the] one who has taken
ﬁtrm to ten to the voice of wisdo
B fl resi B ecurrt and he undjs-
ture rom dread of cala |ty Proverbs
3y you be mon? those wha gain wis-
om ang’accept discipfine by paying atten-
tion to the Biblical proverbs:
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Does lehovah ask

TO00 MUCH OF US?

" What isJehovah asking back from you but to exercrserustrce

and to love kindness and to be modest in wal rng
withyour 00?"—MCAH 6.

EHOVAH asks something 3 If Naaman complie

of his people. But af- the requirement stated b

ter reading the above God’s prophet, he would he
words as quoted from M healed_of a loathsome dis-
cah’s prorfhecy you may ease. Therefore, was Je-
well conclude’that God’s hovah asking foo much
requrrements are reason- of him? Not™really, Yet,
able. Nevertheless, many aaman was not o % Ing 10
do not serve our Grand do what Jehovah ad re
Creator, and some who once uired. “Are not the A
served him have ceased to do nah and the Pharpar, the rrv
s0. Why? Because they think ers of Damascus betterthan all
that God asks too muchof us. Does the waters of |srael?” fe protested.

he? Or mr?ht there be a P]roblem with a  “Can | not bathe in them and certainly be
personsat itude toward what Jehovah re-  clean?’ Wrth that, Naaman went awayin a
quires? A historical account provides in-  rage.—2 Kings 5:12.
signtinto this matter. What reaIIy was Naaman’s problem? It
The Syrian military chief Naaman waswas not that the requirement was so dif-
afflicted witl] leprosy, but he was advised ~ ficult to meet. . Naamans servants tactful
that in Israel there Was a prophet of Jeho- |¥ said: Had it been a dgreat thing that
vah who could cure him. So Naaman and his ~ the prophet himself ha SPO én TO ou,
entourage traveled to Israel and eventually ~ would Jou 0t 0o it? HOW much \more | e,gr,
Icarrgetdotfhle homehof EodsProphe% rI]EIrsaha z&nce esar ?éo 0” e?navrr]ra nga%‘g‘n ]
nstead of leaving his house to greet his dis-
trn?urshed vrsrtogr Flisha sent servant to ttrtuB% tthat ehad not g freat:

b ed with te lgnity he d eserve an that
I Naaman: “You must bathe seven times ehad heen as%ed){o do somethin

to you; and be clean.”—2 Kings'5:10
Wh drqﬁwggaman at first refuse to do what

be the reason why some do not ehov
ghovw Y was t reward or Naaman’s

serveg
was, Naamap, and what did Jehovah’s  pbedien ho respong upon rece
proVYret ask him to cﬂ)’? rongdr{% Eb rrrat v\rﬁlpwe now onsrderp v
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atln? However, Naaman responded to the
tactful counsel of his servants and Plunged
Into.the Jordan River seven times. magine
his joy when “his flesh came back like the
flesh of a little_boy and he became clean”!
He was filled with ?ratttude Moreover, Na-
aman declared that from that time on, he
wozul}g Xv%rshlp no other god but Jehovah,

—2 Ki

roughout human history, Jehovah has

V\/t)le to comply with various regu
e Invite you o consider a number
of these. As you do, ask yourself how you
would have responded  if "Jehovah had re-
quired that you do such thtngs | ater, we
will examine'what Jehovah asks of us today.

What Jehovah Required in the Past

6Jehovah Instructed the first human pair,

Adam and Eve, to rear children, subdue the
earth, and have animal life i subjection.
The man and his wife were also hlessed with
a spacmus Farkhke home. (Genesis 1:27, 28;

there was a, restriction. They

were not to eat of a certain treg, one amon(h;
the many fruit- eartn%trees in th e garde

of Eden. ’%Genests 2:16.17 That Was not ask-
ing too uch, was it? Would you not have
enjoye carr |ng out such an“assignment,
With the Rrospect of living forever'in per-
fect healtn? Though a temRter appeared in
the garden, would"you not have rejected his

ar%ument? And would you_not agree that
Jehovah had the rtght t0 impose the one
simple restriction?—Genesis 3:1-5.

TLater, Jehovah asked Noah to construct
an ark afs a means of preservation through
a global tlood. In view of the arkshuqe SIZe
the job was not easy and was probal y car-

hat was the first human pajr asked t
g{t% ow wou (P you have respoFr)t ed to suc

tion
Ui g, s o o, st
you vie

asked D
Iatlons

osition
what Jehovah asked of Noa

ried out in the face of much ridicule and
host|I|t Yet, what a ﬁnwlege It was for
Noah to be able to save his hoysehold, not to
speak of the many animals! (Genesis 6:1-8,
14- 16 Hebrews LL1.7; 2 Peter 2:5) If glven
suc an asstgnment woudyou havew rked
hard to fulfill it? Or would you have con-
cIuded that Jehovan was askmg to0 much

of
g God asked Abraham fo do something
very difficult, telling h|m “Take, please,
Your son, our only. Son whom ou 50 love,
étc and rnakeatrl toth%land of onah
ereo er him Uj) as a burnt oftering.
Genesis 22:2) Since Jehovah romtse
hat the then childless Isaac would have
offspring, Abraham’s faith in God’s ability
to restore Isaac to life was tested. When

8. What was Abraham asked .to do, and what
was |Ipustrated as a result o (hls comphancvg
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Man-made rules, such as elaborate
cleansing, have made worship burdensome

Abraham attempted to sacrrfrce Isaac, God
Preserve the young man. This incident il-
ustrated that od Would offer his own Son

d later resurrect him.

—Genesis 17:19; 22:9-18; J h 3:16; Acts 2.
3, 24, 29-32; Hebrews 11

9Some may think that Jehovah God was
asking too much of Abraham. But was he?
Is 1t Teally unloving for our Creator, who
can resurrect the (éad, o ask us to be obe-
dient to him even if this should result in our
sleeping temporarily in death? Jesus Christ
and his early followers did not.think so.

They were willing. to suffer physical abuse,
even death itself,"in order to do God’s wil.
(John 10:11, 17,18 Acts 5:40- 42 2113) If
circumstances called for it, would you be
willing to dothe same? Consider somé of the
things that Jehovah required of those who
agreed to be his people.

Jehovah’s Law to Israel

DAbraham’s descendants through his son
|saac and orandson Jacob, or lsrael, grew
Into the nation of lsrael. Jehovah delrvered
the sraelrtes fromsavery |n (Gene-
srs 32. 28 amuel 24 Soon
terea ter the%/ promised to oyv atever
God ask ed of em They said: “All that
Jehovah has sPo en we are willing to do.”
SExodus 19:8) In kee mg with the desire of
he Israglite |10 be t]?ov med by him, Jeho-

vah provided the nation with more than 600
Iaws including the Ten Commandments, In
time, these laws of God, grven through Mo-
ses, came to e known simply as the Law.
—Ez1a 16; Luke 1025 2; John 1.17.

z Wh was Jehovah not asking too much of

10. W t || that Jehovah ask
L gy o et

for mankind and woul
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110ne purpose of the Law was to safe-
guard the Israelites by providing whole-
some rer%ulatrons qover n? such matters as
sexual mora |ty, usiness fransactions, and
child care, gxo us 20:14; Leviticus 18:6-18,
22-24: 19:35°36: Deuteronomy 6:6-9) Rules
were provided on how to treat fellow hu-
mans as well as one’s animals. (Leviticus
19:18; Deuteronomy 22:4, 10) Requirements
that yertained fo annual festivals and meet-

Ing together for worshrF helped to safe-
uard egeo le spiritua I% eviticus 23;
-43; Deuteronomy 311

DA major purpose of the Law was noted
bg the apostle Paul, who wrote: “If was add-
to make trans resirons manrfe?]t until
the seed [Christ] should arrive to wnom the
romise Nad been made.” (Galatians 3:19
he Law reminded the Israglites that the
were imperfect. Lgrcally then, they need-
ed a perfect sacrifice that could complete-

]hWhat was one purpose of the Law, and
t are some regulations that served to accom-

RZ W at was the major purpose of the Law?



lﬁ remove their sins, (Hebrews 10:1-4) So
the Law was intended to preRare the people
to accept Jesus, who_was the Messian, or
glh]r”tsl} oF;alueladA{ rOteto CTttt]relsta\tAtlt ahta\?veb?r(t:?me
Pgndseé%rzted ngﬂ(t]eous due to faith.” —Ggla
|

Was Jehovah’s Law Burdensome?

BThough the Law was “holy and righ-
teous and” good,” mang considéred 1t bur-
densome. (Romans 7:12) Because the Law
was perfect, the Israelites ould not meet Jts
hi hftandard ( %Im 19:7 ht]tswhythe
apostle Peter called 1t “a yoke that neither
our fo efathers nor We were caﬁable of bea[
mag Acts 15:10) Of coursg, the Law itself

was not burdensome, and obeying it benefit-
ed the people.

“Under the Law, for example, a thief was
not imprisoned but had to work to pa H %/ dou-
ble or more to cover what he had stolen. The
victim thus sutfered no Joss, nor was a bur-
den imposed upon hardworkmg eoge fo
sup ort a gnson system. (Ex

nsa foods were pro |b|te Pork, f
not ‘cooked well, can carry trichinosis, and
rabbit r[carit‘rcarr tul aremtaS Le\r/otteccutsohl St

mi W W |
fo?blddm %he handl ling of carcasses. | f%
person touc ed acorPse he was requireg to
Wash h|mse as well as his arments Le-
viticus 1 3% Numbers 19;11-22) Ex rf
mentwasto be urled protecting thepeo
9atﬂstt e spread of germs, the emste ce

ich was tiscovered by scientists only in
recent centunes —Deuteronomy 23:13.

BHThe Law did not ask to% much of the

peope But the same cannot be said of men

Law h% g O ke L el e
Law fehrav‘ 3% Bighly BemeRer o ot the

1% What proved to be a burden to the Israelites?

who assumed the roIe of mterpreters of the
Law.. Regard mg the rB es th eY imposed,
Dictionary 0 the Bidle, ed] edb James
Hastings, notes Every biblical comman
ment was surrounded yanetwor of Pntty
requlations. ... An aftempt was thus

to bnnd every concelvable case W|th|n the

scope of the Law. and with mercdess 0gic
to e?u late the whole of human conduct oy
strict rule of thumb. .., The voice of con

science was stifled: the Jiving power of the
Divine word was neutralized and smothered
beneath a mass of external rules.”

Jesus Chnst denounced rehlglous |ead-
ers who |mpose a mass of rules, sa mg}

ey bin heavy loads and
upon thes o ders. of men, but they
sélves are not willing to budge them W|th
thetrfmqer Matthéw 23:2, 2) He pointed
out that Their burdensome man-made rules
and trad |t|ons mcIudm& elab or? g ceans
mos made “the word of God invali

13: Matthew 23:13, 24- 26)I Even before

Jesys was on earth, though, religious teach-
ers In Israel were misrepresenting what Je-
hovah really requires.

What Jehovah Is Really Asking
DThrough the prophet Isiah, Jehovah
sai: “| have had enough of whole burnt of-
fenngs of rams and the fat of well-fed ani-
mas an mte} lood of youn buIIs and
[naea saRd e-goats | Have taken no e

[qht” Isaian 1.10,” 11) Why was God i
pleased with offenngs that he himself had
called for in the Law? (Leviticus 1:1-4:35)
Because the People treated him dlsrespect
fulg herefore, th eg were ad onlsh ed:
sh Yourse ves: make ’yourse Ves,_ clean;
remove the badness of your dealings from in
front of my eyes; ceas to do had. Learn to

l@le\sNhna tdtétletfsus fambout th urdensome

lou
éurnt ot/fermgs orR t Vaqalth}ess?elzslﬁaetgpht\evsl’E the
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do good; search for justice; set right the op-
Bressor render judgment for the fatherless
oy lead the cause of the widow.” (Isaiah
b, 17?] Dogs this ot help s to appreciate
what Jenovah wants from his servants?
BJesus showed what God really wants.
He did so when he was asked the Question,
“Which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?” Jesus replied: “‘You must love Jeho-
vah your God with your whole heart and
wrt your whole soul and with your whole
mind." This is the greatest and” first com-
mandment. The second, like it, 1s this, You
must love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two Commandments the whole Law
hangs, and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-
40: Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:4-6) The
Rrophet Moses made the same point When
e asked: “What is Jehovah your God ask-
Ing of you hut to fear Jehovah your God, so
as'to walk in all his ways and"to love him
and to serve Jehovah your God with all your
heart and all your soul; to keep the Com-
mandments of Jehovah and hig statutes?
—Deuteronomy 10:12, 1
]9DesP|te their wrong1dorng the Israelites
wanted to appear holy. Though the Law re-

elﬁ What was Jehovah really asking of the Isra-
19, Ho did the sraelites try to appear holy, but
what d\ivd Jehovah say to thehn PP Y

Can You Answer?

O Why may some decline to serve
Jehovah?

O How have Jehovah's requirements
varied throughout the years?

O What purposes were served by the
Law?

O Why is what Jehovah asks of us not
too much?
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quired_fasting only on the annual Atone-
ment Day, the b?an to fast often. (Levitl-
cus. 16:3 Jehovah rebuked them,
53 |ng' Is not this the fast thatlchoose7 T0
loosen the fetters of wickedness, to release
the bands of the yoke bar, and to send away
the crushed ones free, and that you people
should fear in two every yoke bar Is it not
the dividing of your bread out to the h unlgy
one and that ou should bring the affc

homel ess ﬁeo e Into your house?
|n case d see %omeone nﬁke
mus cver |m and that ousoud not
|de yourself from your own ersh "—lsalah

Those self-righteous Israelites ha]d a
pro IemtsrmHar t%that ofthe‘relr 10uS y
ocrites to whom Jesus said; “Yol give
tenth of the mint and the drII an dl ﬂe cum

n, but you have disregarded the weig tr
er matters o he Law, nah ey Justice “and
mercy an art fulness. These things It was
binding to do. yet not to_disregard the oth-
er things.” (Matthew 23:23; Leviticus 27 30g
Do not™Jesus" words help us to ap 7precrat
what Jehovah really vvants rom us"
noﬂg clarrerfyowhrsa Jcehgvah rd)oeﬁeanﬂ/l does

ul U

asked: quth Whiat shal?l coRfrant Jehovah
With what shall T bow myself to God on
hi dh’t Shall | %onfront him with whole burnt
offerings, with calves a year old? Will Jeho-
vah be pleased with thousands of rams wrth
tens of thoysands of torrents of ail? ShaII
| give my frrstborn son for m revot th e
frurta%e of my belly ort e si o sou
HQ old oanrthrn hat IS
00 Andw at s Je ovah a rom
ou ut {0 exercise Austrce aﬂd

3an t?caﬁ dest 1n walking wr your

2. Forwhat did Jesus rebuke the religious hyp-

i 0 ddth rophet Mjcah sum hat Je-
%ovah \d/oes and does not as t}u P



250, then, what did Jehovah partrcular ing, thou%htful merciful God Jehovah is?
8requrre of those who lived under the Law? ~ His only-begotten Son, desus Christ, came

f course, ther( were to love Jehovah God. 10 eart to agnify God’s love—to Iet Deo-
Furthermore, the apostle Paul said: “The Ple now owgrecrous thed/ are.to Jen ovah
entire Law stands ulfilled in one saying, Iustratrng God’s love, Jes SS&Id regard ng
namely: ‘You must love jou neighbor & lowly sparfows: “Not one of them will fa
Yourself " (Galatians 5:1 hs|m||ar|y, Payl 10 the ound wrthout your Father’s knowl-

Id Christians in Rome: “He that loves his ~ edge.” 0 econcu ded: “Have no fear: you

are Wort more than many sparrows.” (Mat-
{ﬁlel%v\,r\? §ch't?ﬁ|‘;h"ef,§'t'ed_t£8rﬁvﬁs 13: 8L%e S thew 10:29- 312 Surely, it s oBId neverb(e {00

much for us to do Whatever such a loving

It 1s Not Too Much God asks!
BAre we not impressed by what a lov- However, what does Jehovah ask of us
today And why do some seem to think that
2. What did Jehough particularly want from  God' asks too much? By examining these
23, 24“ ) Why should it pever be too much for questions, we should be able to see why it is
23, b What Sehovan asks? (o }’ o mueh for & marvelous privilege fo do whatever Jeho-
next consider? Val asks.

What does Jehovah
ASK OF US TODAY?

ice out of the cloud [said]: _ _ ‘Thisis ~ Son, the beloved, whom
approved; listen to him."WmattHeEw 175,

EHOVAH gave the naItron of Israel the . 2 Doesthis mean that the Law is not bind-
Law WI |ts many Teatures. Regard- ing upop us today? Actually, the vast ma-
em the a ostePaqurote hey  jority of humankind never were under the
Were al require ents ertarnrn to the  1aw, as the psalmist explained: “|Jehovah]
flesh an were Imposed d]tr the a ornte is telling his word to Jacob, his re?ulatrons
trmeto setthrnris straig ? ? and his Judicial decisions to Israef, He has
When the Law Ted aremnanto Isra |te not one that wa¥ to any other natjon; and
0 ac e tJesus as the Messiah, or Christ,  as for his judicia decrsrons they have not
|t ad Tulfilled its purpose, Thus, Paul de-  known them ” (Psalm 147:19, 20) When God
clared; “Christ is the end of the Law."—Ro-  established the new covenant on'the basis of
mans 10:4; Galatians 3:19-25; 44, 5,
Who were under the Law, and when were they

1. When did the Law fulfill its purpose? released vt/rom It?

THE WATCHTOWER—SEPTEMBER 15, 1999 2



Jesus’sacrifice, evep the nation of Israel was

no Iongerunder obljgation to obey the Law.

Galatlans 3:13; ERhesrans 2:15; Colossjans

16) If, then, the Law 1$ no lon-

ger binding, what does Jehovah ask of those
Who desire to serve him today?

What Jehovah Asks

3During the final year ofJesus mrnrst%
his apost|es Peter, James, and Joh nacco
panied him to a high mountain, possibly a
Spur of Mount Hermon. There they saw a
prophetic vision of Jesus in magnificent glo-
ry and neard God’s own voice declare: “This
IS my Son, the beloved, whom I have ap-
proved; listen to him,” (Matthew 17:1-5) Ba-
sically, that s what Jenovah Js asking of us
—to rsten to his Son and follow hrs exam
Pe and teachings. (Matthew 16:24) Thus,
he aoostle Peter wrote: “Chrrst suftered for
Kou eavrng youamode for Zriou to follow
IS step scose(v Peter 2
4Why should we follow Jesus’steps close-
ly? Because by im rtatrnq him, we imitate Je-
[iovah God. Jésus knewthe Father intimate-
lv havrr}%; Eent ur}told billions ofvears with
im in fieaven before coming to the earth,
(Proverbs §:22-31° John 8:23: 175 Colos
sjans 1:15- 172 While on earth, Jesus, loy-
ally represented his Father. He explained:
J{ist as the Father taught me | speak these
things.” In fact, JesuS imitated Jehovah
s0 exactly that he could say: “He that has
E%enllrlng has seen the Father also.”"—John 8

EWhat is |nvo|ved in listening tq Jesus
and im1tating him ? Dogs It meangberno un-
der a law? P qurote | myself am not un-
der law.” He was here referring to “the old
covenant,” the Law covenant made with Is-

?d%}() a Wh tbssIC Ay dOefsoﬂre)\rr]vOVJaehsuasSks(t)ecplsS

hat law are Chrrstrans under, and when did
that law come Into force?
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raeI Paul did gckRowIed e that he was “U

der law toward Christ.” (1 Corinth |ans920
21 2 Corinthians 3:14) With the end of the
old Law covenant, a “new covenant” came
into force with its “law of the Christ” that
all servants of Jehovah today are obli at
ed to obey.—Luke 22:20: Galatians 6:2;
brews 8:7-13, )

6Jehovah did not have “the law of the
Christ” put down in the form of a code,
organizing jt into various cate%orres 3s
was done With the old Law coveRant. This
new law for Christ’s followers does not in-
clude an extensive list of dos and don'ts.
In his Word, however, Jehovah did preserve
four comprehensive accounts of the life and
teachings of his Son. Moreover, God In-
spired some of Jesus’ early followers to pro-
vide written instructions regarding person-
al behavror congregatronal affairs, onduct
with |nt e amrly and oth ermatters 51
rinthians 6:18; 14: 63?1E esransS 133
Hebrews 10 Zt 25) When'we conform our
Irves ) the ‘example and teachings of Je-
sus Christ and heed the counsel of inspired
first- centurv Bib ewrrter% We are ob v
“the law of heChrrst Jehovah asks this o
his servants today.

The Importance of Love

TWhile love was important under the
Law, it is the very heart, or essence, of the
law of the Christ. This fact was stressed b
Jesus when he met with hrs apostles to cel-
ebrate the Passover of 33 C. ccordrn to
the apostle J% n’s summarv of what ook
EaceAhat nrg t, Jesus’ r\ tteIt words in-

uded 28 references to loye. This empha-
sized 1o his apostles the substance, or Spir-

it, of his law. Significantly, John introduced
his coverage of the evertts of that momen-

6. Ho t the law fthe> Christ” be de-
scrrbe dag ow do eoe

i r? sem asrzethe%ﬁstance of is
aw during the ast Passover with his apostles:



w hat lesson did Jesus leach by washing the feet of his apostles?

before the estrval of passover that his  no one seized the opportunity to render
hour had come for him to'move out of this  the customary, hospitable service of wash-
world to the Father, Jesus, having loved his mP the feet] of the others. To teach them
own that were in the world, loved them to %ess?n In Jesus himself washed
the end."—John 13:1. their feet.—John 13:2-15: 1 Timot thlO
Jesus loved his apostles, even thou?h he 9 Despite that lesson, after the Passover
had tried without apparent.success to help  was observed and Jesus instituted the Me-
them overcome thelr” inordinate desire for — morial of his a E%Jroachrng Euﬁth note what

fous evening by sayrn% “Because he knew their final Pa&sover to%ether At that time
e

power and posrtron Months before therrar took plape yet again. Sa esGos e aC-
rival |n erusa em, ely had argue among count: T ere also ar e a eate que
themselves who was eate nd_just be amon them over whic oneo hem see
fore they came to the ity for the Passover 0 greatest Ins ea of ettrn

the Ers ute_over gosrtr N eruPted again. It the aos Ies beratin

(Mar :33-37: 10:35-45) That this was an IyeCOU see ema OUI enee tO

ongoing Rroblem IS Iindicated by what oc- nt from t e ower hun t]yru ers 0
curred “shortly after the apostles entered t ewor LU e :24- 7% He thien Prowd
the upper room to share What was to be Vt r? %calledt e cornerstope, of

the aw of the Christ, saying: “l am giving
%IS({V\g%aotnrndlr]ceatronswas tweHOf agr?aneos How, did Jesus deal with the sityation that oc-
teac Ftrs apogtles a&] sson in umrPrty curred fof%wrng tﬂ 'ast tgassoverlfI
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you a new commandment, that you love one
another; just as | have loved you, that you
also love one another,”—John"13:34.

DLater that evening Jesus pointed qut
how far Christlike lové should go. He said:
“This i1s my commandment, that you love
one another just as | have loved ‘you. No
one has love greater than this, that someane
should surrender_his soul in behalf of his
friends.” f(John 15:12, 133 Was Jesus saying
that his followers should be willing to' die
in behalf of fellow believers if the dccasion
called for this? That was the understanding
of John, an eyewitness on this occasion, for
he later wrote: “By this we have come, to
know love, because’that one [Jesus Christ]
surrendered his soul for us; and we are un-
der obligation to surrender our souls for our
brothers.”—1John 3:16.

1150, then, we do not fulfill the law of
the Christ simply by teaching others about
him._We must alSo five and behave as Jesus
did. True, Jesus used beautiful, well-chosen
words in his discourses. Yet, he also taught
by example. Even though Jesus had been a
mighty Spirit creature In heaven, he seized
the”opportunity to serve his Father’s inter-
ests on earth and to show how we should
live. He was humble, kind, and consjder-
ate, helpmh% those burdened down and. op-
pressed. (Matthew 11:28-30; 20:28; Philip-
pians 2:5-8; 1 John 3:8) And Jesus urged
nis followers to love one another, just as he
oved them.

PWhat place does love for Jehovah—the
_aw’s qreatest_commandment—have In the
aw of the Christ? (Matthew 22:37, 38; Ga-
atians 6:2) Second place? By no means! Love

10. What commandment did Jesus give his dis-
ciples, and what dldmlt ,|nvoI[\j/eJ? J _

. a?\ How do we fulfill the law. of the Christ?
at example did Jesus ﬁm\” e? _

. Why can it be szﬂd that the law of the Christ
0es not minimize the need to love Jehovah?
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for Jehovah and love for our fellow Chris-
tians are inextricably linked. One cannot
trul% love Jehovah without also loving his
brother, for the apostle John noted: “If any-
one makes the statement: ‘| love God," and
yet is hating his brather, he is a liar. For he
who does not love his brother, whom he has
seen, cannot be loving God, whom he has
goltf%gn.”—l John 4:20; compare 1 John

BWhen Jesus gave his disciples the new
commandment to” love one another just as
he loved them, he described the effect this
would have. “By this all will know that you
are my disciples,” he said, “if you have fove
among yourselves.” (John 13:35) According
to Tertdllian, who lived more than a hun-
dred years after Jesus’ death, the brotherl%/
love of early Christians had that very effect.
Tertullian quoted non-Christians a$ saying
of Christ’s followers: ‘See how they “love
one another and how t,h\%l are even ready
to die for one another.” We might ask ouf-
selves, ‘Do | show such love for fellow Chris-
tians that it proves that | am one of Jesus’
disciples?

_How We Prove Our Love
Wit is vital that Jehovah’s servants man-
ifest Christlike love. But do you find it hard
to love fellow Christians who display self-
ish traits? Well, as we_have seen, even the
apostles argued and tried to Bromote their
own interests. (Maithew 20:20-24) The Ga-
[atians too bickered amonﬁ themselyes, Af-
ter pointing out that neighbor love fulfilled
the Law, Paul warned them: “If, thou%h,
you keep on biting and devourmc‘; one anoth-
er, look out that™you do not get annihilat-
ed by one another.” After contrasting the

13. What was the effect oféhe di;ciples’ obedi-
ence to Jesus’ new commandment’
It to obey the

415, What may make it diffic
ﬂawot5the C%FIS'[, ut what can e\lp us to do'so?



warks of the flesh with the fruitage of God’s
spirit, Paul added the admonition: “Let us
not become egotistical, stirring up competi-
tionwith one another, envying one another.

Then the apostle urged: “Go dn carrymﬁ the
burdens of one another, and thus fulfill the
law of the Christ,"—Galatians 5:14-6:2.

BY requiring obedience to the law of th

Christ, 15" Jehovah asking too much of us?
Although it may be difficult to be kind to
those who have, In effect, snapped at us, and
torn us apart emotionally, e are obligat:
ed to “become imitators of God, as beloved
children, and go onwalking in love.” (Ephe-
sians 5:1, 2) We need to continue to look at
the example of God, who “recommends his
own love to us In that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” (Romans %:8) B
taking the initiative to_help others, includ-
ing those who have mistreated. us, we can
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that we
are |m|tat|n% God and are obedient to the
law of the Christ,

ehe ha

Despite opposition, sharing the good
news is a delightful privilege

b We should remember that we

prove our love by what we do, not

merely by what"we say. Even Je-

sus. ofce found an aspect of God’s

will difficult to accept because. of all

that was involved. “Father, if you

wish, remove this cup from me,”Je-

sus prayed. But he quickly added:

“Nevertheless, let, not my will but

yours take place.” (Luke 22:42) De-

spite all that Jesus suffered, he did

od’s will. (Hebrews 5:7, 8) Obedi-

ence is a proof of our love and shows

that we recognize God’s way to be

best. “This IS what the love of God

means,” says the Bible, “that we ob-

serve his commandments.” (1 John

5:3) And Jesus told his apostles: “If you love

me %ou will observe my commandments.

—John 14:15. o

T Besides commanding .his followers to
love one another, what sgemal command-

ment did Christ give them? He commanded

that theY do the Rreachm? work for which

d trained them, Pefer said: “He or-

dered us to preach to the people and to %lve

a thorough witness.” (Acts 10:42) Jesus had

specifically commanded: “Go therefore and

ake disciples of people of all the nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teach-

Ing them to observe all the things | have

commanded you.” ((jMatthew 28:19,20; Acts

1:8) Jesus révealed that such instructions

would also apply ta his followers now in “the

time of the end,” for he said: “This good

1?1'ri|§|tg>w do we prove our love for God and
7. What specia] commandment did Jesus give
%s f\cl)\flower : antj how do werV(now that It ap;?hes
to us today?
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news of the Kin dgdom will be preached in
all the Inhabited earth for a witness to all
the nations: and then the end will come,’

Dan|eI 12:4 Matthew 24:14) Of course, 1t 1
od’s will that we preach. "Yet, some may
think that requiring that we do this work s
too”much for God'to ask of us. But IS It
really?

Why It May Seem to Be Hard
]8As \iie have seen Jehovah has asked
Peo(n e 10 comp ?W't various requnements
ughout his or¥ And jUSt as, what they
have Deen asked 10 do has varied, o has
the nature of the trials they have experi-
enced. God’s dear Son underwent the most
difficult trials, eventually being Killed
the crudest manner because of daing what
God asked. But when we suffer for”doing
what Jehovah asks of us, we should remem-
ber that he is not responsible for our trials.
BJ?hn 15:18-20: James 1:13-15 Sat n’s re-
lion ushered in sin, suffering, and death,
and e 1S the one who has cre ted the cir-
cumstances that have often made It ver
difficult to do what Jehovah asks of his sef-
vants.—Job 1:6-19: 2:1-8.
BThrough his Son, Jehovah has directed

flor hat should we reme[nt;er when we suffer

t Jeho
}}]tvsmlet1 aep |\\I/al}eg§0 g do what God has

asked of Us throug his

How Would You Answer?
O What does Jehovah ask of us today?

O During his last evening with his apos-
tles, how did Christ emphasize the
importance of love?

O How can we prove that we love
God?

O Why is it a privilege to do what
Jehovah asks of us?
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that in this time of the end, His servants
make an earth-wide ?roclamatton that
the only remedy for all human suffenng
IS Kingdom rule; This government of Go
will eliminate al] problems on earth—war
cnme poverty oIda e, sickness, death. T

Kingdom wilf also us erlnaglonousearth
ly paradtse into which event e dead will be
resurrected. (Matthew 6
Acts 24:15: Revelatton 21§ Whata nv
llege it Is o declare the good news of suc
things! CIearIK then, thére 1S no problem
with what Jehovah asks us to do. We en-
counter opposition, but Satan the Devil and
his world‘are responsible for this.

DHow can We successful ly meet any chal-
lenge resente by Satan? By b eanng In
m|nd hese words; “Be wise, ‘my son, ‘and
make m% heart rejoice, that | ma make
re70){ im that 15 taunting me. {Proverbs

211 )‘Jesus rovided Jehovah with an an-
swer to Satan’s taunting by leaving the se-
curity of heavenly life to do his Fatfier’s will
on earth. (Isaiali 53:12; Hebrews 107) As
a human, Jesus endured every trial thrust
upon him, even death on a torture stake. If
we follow him as our Exemplar, we too can
endure suffenngs and do what Jehovah asks
of us.—Hebrews 12:1-3

ZAWhat love God and his Son have shown
for us! Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, obedient
mankind has the prospect of living forever
In Paradise. So let us allow nothing to ob-
scure our hope. Instead, let us personally
tjake to heartw atJ sus ma epo(sm a

d Paul, who said: “T e Songf G ove
meand handed himself over for me.” (Gala-
tians 2:20) And may we show heartfe|t grat-
itude to our Iovmg God, Jehovah, whonev-
er asks too much 0f us,

Zr(]) How g)an we meet any challenge presented by

ﬁ%valﬁogvng h¥gusfe%| about the love shown by Je-



"YOU HAVE CHANGED MY IMPRESSION
OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES"

HAT is how one Polish pris-
onofficial reacted to an ar-
ticle about the work of
Jehovah's Witnesses, as re-
Borted on in our Octo-
er 15,1998, issue, The article,
“When Hearts of Stone Turn
Responsive,” documented the
success that Jehovah’s Witness-
es_have had in working with the
prlson inmates in Wolow, Poland.
Before th release of the above-
tlone ‘chtower magazine to the
P |c a Specia meetlng to rowde It for
emmates was arran on etem er 13
8 at the Wolow p n|tent|ary Those In-
V|ted to attend Inc uded local” Witnesses
baptized and other interested prisoners, and
a number of penitentiary officials. The fol-

lowing are some of the .observa-
J byt%

tlons’ made 0Se In atten-
dance.
Jerzy, one of Jehovah’s

Witnesses who was baptized
in prison more than five years
ago, said: “I am very happy,
as’| can read today about how
much effort the brothers from
the nearby congregations have
kiEUtt orth to eBus eaijfe i |
striving o Improve myself, an
can see fow Jehoga\w has been mgfgmg me,’
Another [[J]rlsoner named Z 2|s|aw said
regard mg tewnnessm g wor Pnson
“At Pres nt, four convicts are repar
baptism, and pewly intereste ones co tin-
ue o atfend the meetmgs at our hall. This
article 1s a powerful motivation to us for

THE WATCHTOWER—SEPTEMBER 15, 1999 27



further acAlvny in Ahts field.” What a p0sj-

t|ve attitude. considering that Zd2|s still
19 years to serve in ?)nson
After reading the. article on the. Wolow

Renltennary, one Pnfon official said: “We

ave peen eﬁpec Iy honored. | never

thought that this pem entiary would receive

suchpo \I\P f&tlve ublicit |n1 la ?ua es In

he or y Qe and T apprecl
8

ate ¥our ego half of hhe convicts.”
Anather o |c d: You ave changed
my |m ressmno Jehovah sW|tnesses re-
vious| lewed you as rel |g|?us fanancs
Nowlseet at you'are eo[eeo principle
The d|rector of the Wolow Ipnson Mar%
agos smiled Fnd said: Afls f hou
that ou wou accomplish ver |tt? e
thought th at ou wereaust another re qlon
Wlth ascpwa ns for Bbkcal rehab|I|t 1on
e onvicts. Seeing the results o gour
|n|t|a activity, however, we decided on Close
cooﬁa [at}on ou have heen ¢o mg here un-
tiring %r nhne earﬁ now, and | %)remate
ve|r_)( at you ave done so far
ow, though, was the article recelved ny
the general r[son p ogulatton { oo
terest among Inmates was o %ht at the
\/Hnesseu erson ex 1#ste eir \H
the magazine. Prison officials also showe
28 THE WATCHTOWER—SEPTEMBER 15, 1999

Three Witnesses and an
inmate at the magazine
presentation in the prison
lecture hall

interest by requestmq 40 ex-
tra coEnes for themselves. To
meet the increased demand
local congregattons helped out
and Rrowde 100, extra copies
for the brothers in prison. At
the same time, meeting atten-
dance in prison increased.
Piotr Chodun, a prison offi-
cial who has cooperated close-
ly with Jehovah's Witnesses,
said: “We decided to have this article_ dis-
Played in all the showcases in our peniten-
lary. We hoPe that all of the inmates who
are not yet studying the Bible with you will
read the magazine,

The Witnesses’ fine example and their de-
termined reachmg efforts continue to have
good results. In addition to the 15 prisopers
Who have progressed to the point of baptism,
2 prison officials have dedicated their lives
to Jehovah, and another prison official has
asked for a Bible studK Of course, the broth-
ers who_ preach in the Wolow prison give
all credit'to Jehovah God for thelr SUCCESS.
—Compare 1 Corinthians 36, 7

In Our Next Issue
Why So Little Time?
Giving Jehovah What He Deserves

Fortified to Say No to Wrongdoing



Timoth %/
“A Genuine Child in the Fal

oT as com aratvel oun regatjon laid their hands upon the youn
Nhen’-hec rrstran osteP uy hos% ﬂ] ereL setting him a e{)rt[}oragvartrr:g
|m as a travelin com anion. ular’ service: and t e aRos e_chose him as
began a partnership th at Was to contmmrssronary companion.—1 Timothy 4:1
e for some 15 years The relationship thafl| |mot¥
developed between the two men was such Since his fatner was an unbelieyin

that Paul could call Timoth beloved  Greek, Timothy had not been circumcised.
and fartHfuI lhrld In the Loral t¥ a genu- Ofcourse thrs Was nota?nrrstran re urre

Ing child in the faith. —1Corrnthrans417 ment. oremogastum
1 Timotny 1:2. Jews th ywoul be visit mq hriwever Trm
What was Ahere abo%rt Trm%th[%/s person ott}n submitted to this painful procedure.
alit nnthatma e Paul so fond of How did Cts
othy come to be such a valuable asso- Was Trmoh revrousIP{ onsrdered a
crate nd what profitable lessons can we  Jew? Some sc sar?uet at accor mg to
leam from the inspired record of Timothy’s rabbrnrc authorities, “The status of th e off-
activities? S rrngo mtermarr gre IS determined %tﬁ
Chosen by Paul woman nmrs”ﬁevr?rts ch |T rgtn ISYeat vevrrlt%r
Paul found Hhe young disciple Timothy  Shaye Co en questions W ether such “ra-

when the apostle visited Lystra (in modern- brnrc law of persons was area h In exis-
day Turke on |s secon mrssronary jour tence In the frrst cen[)ur a dwheh
ney in aboe rk%rn hislate er it was observed }/ e] Asia
te ns or ear 205 Trmot as We spo-  Minor. After considering the |stor|c evI-
eno by Christians in ystra and Iconr dence, he concludesthatwen ntile men

chtsl :1-3) He lived Up to his name, marrred Israelite women, thec dren of
w ch means, “One Who Honors God.” From se m rrra es, were consr dered Israe ite
childhood Trmoth had been tauqht from [yr amily live m eh Isra-
T G ek
15 T|!t ﬂ robaby braced Chrrstran- ove éroa t0 éorn her Gentrle huf and,

urr Pau s{rrst Visit to therr crt a ner chil ren eh considered Genti
cutp ars earlier. Now, through oop ” g Timot ysmrxe arerhtarge must
){sprrrt acertarn redretrn ave an aﬁset mte reach wor
rcate wh a Timothy’s future wou Hewou have had no ro em %nr%
Timot 21 n harmony with th %ewsortoG%ntr 6s, rﬁ)er a#s ena mg
ectron PuI and the older men of the con ridge gaps between t
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Paul’s visit to Lystra signaled a turning
paint in Timothy’s life. The young man’s
wdhngness to fdllow the PUI ance_of holy

i)lrlt and humbly cooperate with Christian

ders led to great blessmgs and privile es
of service. Whether he réalized it_at
time or not, under Paul’s direction Tlmothy
would fater'be used in jmportant theocratic
assignments, taklngi him ‘as far from home
as Rome, the capital of the empire.

Timothy Promoted Kingdom Interests

We possess, only a partial record of T|m
othy’s activities, but he traveled W|de¥

romote Kingdom interests. Timothy' Tirst
aurney with Paul and Silas in 50 CE. took

Im through Asia_Minor and into Europe.
There_he Shared in
in Philippi, Thessalonica, and”Beroea.
ter opposmon caused_Paul to move on. to
Athens, Timothy and Silas were left behind
in Beroea to look after the group of disci-
gles that had been formed there. (Acts 16:

7:14) Later, Paul sent Timothy to Thes-
salonic o strengthen the new congregation
there. Timothy bore dood News on‘lts Pro -
ress when he met Paul In Corinth.—Acts 18:
5; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-7.

The Scnptures do not say how long Tim-
othw stayed with the Corinthians. 12 Co-
rin hlans 1:19) Probably in about 55 CE,

however, Paul considered sending him back
to them because. he had received disturbing
news about their situation. (1 Corinthians
4:17; 16:10) Later, with Erastus, Timoth
was ‘sent ffom Ephesus to Macedonia. An
when Paul wrote to the Romans from Cor-
Inth, Timothy was with him again.—Acts
19:22; Romaris 16

Timothy and others left Corinth with Paul
when he“set out for Jerusalem, and they
accompanied the_apostle at least as far &
Troas. Whether Timothy continued on to Je-
rusalem is unknown. But he is named in

reaching _campaigns
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the introductjons of three letters Paul wrote
from prison In. Rome in about 60-61 CE*
Acts 20:4 Phlllpplans 1.1, Colossians_L.1;
hilemon 1) Paul wasplann|n to send Tim-
othy from Rome to Philippi. (Philippians 2
And after Paul’s release from prison,
Timothy remained_in Ephesus at the apos-
tle’s direction.—1 Timoth
Since first-centur travel was neither easy
nor comfortable,. Timothy’s wdllngness t0
undertake many Journeys for the sake of the
c%ng Wganons Wwas truly commendable. (See
atch tower August 15, 1996, page 29,
box.) Consider H#St one of his Pros pEctive
trips and what this tells us about Timothy.

Light on Tlmothxs Personality
Tlmot was with Paul in Rome w en
the |mpr|soned apostle wrote to persecuted
Christians in Ph|||pEn and said; “I'am hoplng
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to K
shortly, that | may be a cheerful soul when
| get 10 know about the things pertaining
to"you. For 1 have no one elsé of a disposi-
tion like his who will genuinely care for the
things Eertalnlng to you. For all the others
are Seeking theirown interests, not those of
Christ Jesus, But you know the Rroof he gave
ofhlmself that | eachlldwn afatherhe
slaved with. me in furtherance of the gzoo
news. —PhI|J) pians 1:1,13,28-30; 2:19-22

Those words emphasized Timothy’s con-
cern for fellow behevers Unless he went by
boat, such atrip called ora4 da)A Journe
on foot from Rome.to. Philippi, witha s ort
crossmg ofthe Adriatic Sea and then anoth-
er 40 days to return to Rome. Timothy was
ready. to"do all of that to serve his brothers
and Sisters.

Although Timothy traveled extensively, at
times he“was not in good health. He evi-

erfdt'?r%‘“yﬁ% i TP L1 TR
salonians 1: essalonlans



dentIY had some kind of stomach
trouble and experienced “fre-
uent cases of sickness.”
ngrmoth}/ ) 23% Yet he exert-
ed himselt for the sake of the
ﬁood news. No wonder Paul
ad]sHeh a close relationship
Wit
Under he a osLes tute-
lage and through t errex e-
rrences together, Timoth %
parenthi came t0 reflect Payl’s
Rersona ity. Thus, Paul could tell
im: You have closely followed
my teaching, mfcdHrse of life,
rpose, my faith, my lon
su¥g d) ¥ove my %ndu?
ance, my persecutrons my suf-
ferrngs the sort of things that happened to
me ih_Antioch, .in Iconrum In Lystra, te
sort of persecutions | have borne.” Timothy
shed tears wrth Paul, was in his prayers, and
slaved by his side to fromote Kingdom inter-
ests.—2 Timothy 1 0, 11
Paul encouraged Trmothy to ‘let no man
ever look down on his youth.’ This may indi-
cate that Timothy was somewhat shy. hesi-
tant in asserting” his authority. (1 Timothy
4:12: 1 Corinthrans 16:10, 11) However, e
could stand alone, and_ Paul could confident-
ly send him on responsible missions. (1 Thes-
salonians 3:1, 2) When Paul recognized the
need for strong theocratic oversight in the
congregation in phesus GUJ Timothy
to rémain there t0 “command certain ones
not to teach different doctrine.” (L Timothy
1:3) Though entrusted with many responsi-
bilities, however, Timothy was modest. And
despite any shyness he may have had, he was
courageous. For instance, he went to Rome
{0 assist Paul, who was ontrial because of his
faith. In fact, Timothy himself suffered a pe-
riod of imprisonment, likely for the same
reason.—Hebrews 13:23.

Undoubtedly Trmothy learned
much from Paul. The esteem
that the apostle had for his
fellow worker is amply testi-
fied to by the fact that he
wrote him two_divinely in
spired. letters found. if the
hrrstran Greek Scriptures,
In about 65 C.E., when Paul
realrzed that_his own mar-
tyrdom was imminent, he
once a1ga|n summoned T‘mo
mothy 4:6, 9) Wheth-
|mot ymana 0ed to see Paul
before the apostlé was executed,

"/ haveno one else ofa the Scriptures do not reveal.

disposition like his

Make Yourself Available!
Much can be learned from Timothy’s fin
example, He benefited greatly from ‘associ-
ating with Paul, growing from a shy youth
|nto an overseer. oun? hristian men and
women can gain much from similar associa-
tion today. And if they make Jehovah’s ser-
vice theiy career, they will have Rlenty of
worthwhile wark to do, (1 Corinthians’ 15:
58) They may become pioneers, or fu]l-time
Preachers In their home congregation, or
hey may be able to serve where the need for
mgdom proclaimers is greater. Among the
man% possibilities are missionary work in
another land or service_at the world head-
quarters of the Watch Tower Society or at
one of its branches And of course, alf Chris-
tians_can mani est the' same spirit as the
one Timothy displayed, by rendering whole-
souled servrce to Jehovafi.
Do you desire to continue %rowrng spiritu-
ally, to be useful to Jehova sorganrzatron
InWhatever ca aert)rr emay consr er appro
Pnate? Then do as |motr To the ex-
ent possible, make yourself available. Who
knows what future prrvrleges of service may
be opened up to you?
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