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The Mystery of
[Il Health

Little Owmadijiis sick with diarrhea. Hawa her mOther,

is worried about dehydration; she heard that her cousin
back in the village had recently lost her baby that

way. Owmadji’s grandmother, Hawa’s mother-in-law,

wants to take Owmadji to a tribal witch doctor. “A
wicked spirit is making the child sick,” she says.
“You refused to give her an amulet to wear for

protection, and now the problems are starting!”

IS sceng is common in arts of

the world. Hundregso mr\{t%n %
Ireve that wrriked sprrrt% are th ¢ hid-
den cause of illness. Is this true?

Creating the Mystery
You personall may not Deljeve that un-
seens rrrts cause disease. In tact, you may
wonder why angone would think” so, for
screntrsts have hown thgt most diseases
%rec used by viruses and bacteria. Remem-
er, t ou h, that humankind did not always
rrr]dvir taheodte th eese trn%/t 0athogensC rOtS hras not
u r vel
ntonre van Leeuwenh oet< nh (hp ehy
turey that the mrcroscogrc World ecame vrs
tote uman eye. Even then, it was only
taH 510 ourﬁPasteurs IScoveries In the

centurz at sclence began to under-
stand the relationship between pathogens
and disease.

kngwceotrheocsa%ses of si ksntess vrrr]egre UE:
eerrsatrﬂIousmld agrlyegﬂs ardt’e c ggug gyrﬁ\}r
sprrrtg LP ?\l E]ncyclopceda %rrt nni-

casuggests one way that this could have de-
velor) It.says that early healers tried to
treat the sick' with differént types of roots,
leaves, and whatever else was at therr dis-
Posal At times. something worked Then
he healer would add to the healing therapy
a lot of superstitious rites and practrces
which served to conceal the real cure. Thus
the healer made sure that people WOU|d have
to continue using his services. In this way

medicine becamé shrouded in mystery, and
people were encouraged to look to the su-
pernatural for help.

These traditional healing methods live on
in a number of lands. Many say that sick-
ness is caused br( the spirits of dead, ances-
tors Others say that God makes us sick and
that ill ness |? a Jt ent for our |ns
Even when informed people understand the
brologrcal nature of sickness, they may still
fear Supernatural influences.

Sorcerers and tradrtronal healers use this
ear to exg loit peo le. What, then, should
we believe? Does It egto look to the spir-
its for health care? What does the Bible say?
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D oes the Devil
Make Us Sick?

Sickness should never have existed. God created us
to live forever in perfect health. It was a spirit creature, Satan, who
sickness, pain, and death to afflict the human family when he led our first
parents Adam and Eve, into Sin.—GENESIS 3:1-5,17-19: ROMANS 5:12.

the spirit world As note |n the

Precewhgadrf's”ra’ﬂd%h dd”
mea JI's diarr ea—a sometlmes ata 1§

ease for a/%ung children In the tropics—real-
y caused by Unseen spirits?

Satan’s Role
The Bible answers this uestton ver
cIearxceFlrst It shows that esamts f

OE(? this mean that all sn:kne?s IS
D rect result of mterference rom

our ancestors cannot affect the living, When
fope die, they a[]e conscjous of nothing at
ﬁ/ do not have spirits that survive
at They are asleep In the grave, where
there Is no work no deV|5|n nor knowl
edge nor wisdom.” (Ecclesiastés 9:5, 10?(
no pltvay can thﬁ dea% Imake thle |{\ﬁln g sick! ;
owever, the Bible reveals that™ wi
fptnts oemst} T%t ﬁrst rebel mthe e|
niverse wa the s |r|t reature now nown
as Safan. ters d Im and came to he
called cemons. Satan and the demons
caus snikness It as hapétened Someo e-
sus’ healing miracles involved the oX ellin
of demons. (‘uke 9:37-43: 6) How-
ever, most of ecureséhatJesus l]der rmed
were of sicknesses not directly caused by the
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demons. (Matthew 12:15; 14:14; 19; 22 Simi-
larly today, as a rule, sickness results from
natdral, riot supernatural, causes.

0. Liwhat about witchcraft? Proverbs 18:10
But ¥egbires us: “The name of Jehovah is a strong

tower. Into it the nghteous runs and is %w
en protection.” James 4:7 says: “Oppose the
Devil, and he will flee from’you.” Yes, God
can protect his faithful ones from witcheraft
and any othey uncanny power. That is one
implication of Jesus’ words: “The truth will
set you free."—John 8:32.
hat about Joh?’ some may ask, Was it
not a wicked spirit that made’him 1ll?’ Yes
the Bible says that Job's illness was caused
Satan. But Joh’s case was exceptional.
Job had long had divine protection from di-
rect demoniC attack. Then Satan challenged
Jehovah to_strike dob and ecausedreath-
sues were involve eova artial hywn
drew his grotectlon rom his worsHiper n
this one case
However, Gog set limits, When he permit-
ted Satan to afflict Job, Satan could make
Job SICk for a t|me but he could not kill
Eventually, Job’s suffer-
%ene andJ hovah rewarded him rich-
or his Integrity. (Job 42:10-17) The prin-



proved by Job’s integrity have lon
since been reco?aeé) In the Bq | J 3 are e\P
|deRt to all. There IS no need or another
such test case.

How Does Satan Work?

In_ almost ever mstance the onlx con-
nection between Satan and human| ess IS
the fact that S tan tem?ted the first hu-
man couple, an % Into sin. He and
his demons are not t e direct cause of each
and every malady. However, Satan Is not
ahove trymg to influence us to make unwise
decisions ajid compromise our faith, which
might result in damage to our health. He diq
EOt be\{vnclh mur|t_t|er eorr us;rdlge édartn %nd
veW| IlIness. He ve to dis-
God, antf AdanP fo?lowed her path of
dtsobedtence Sickness and_death were part

of the outcome.—Romans 5:19.
Anunfaithful roghet named Balaam was
once hired by the of Moab to curse
the nation of Israel, which was threaten-
ingly encamped on Moab’s borders, Balaam
tHe to curse Isragl buh he Lalled because
t enatlon was under Jehova sprotectton
Moabites then set out to Iure Israel Into
commlttln Idolatr Oy and sexua |mmora||ty
This tactlc succeeded, an srae lost Jeho-
val’s protection —Numbers 225, 6, 12, 35

24:10:25:1-9: Revelation 2:14.
We can leam an important lesson from
1thflt ancient event, Divine help ?IVES faith-
Wor%hl pers of GodPtotectlon rom dlrect
attack Dy wickeg dst\)/nts However, Satan
'ﬂ t{ay to get Individ uas to comPromlse
thelr fdith. He may try to lure them Into Im

morality. Or, like a roaring lion, he ma){ try
to scar them Into actln% in away that de-
prnvest em of God’s protection. (1Peter 5: 82

atlsw y the apos e Paul calls Sat tan “th
one h avmg the means to cause death."—He-
brews 2

The lglrandmother of Owmadji tried to per-
sua e Hawa to use amulets and fetishes as a

rotectlon a alnst sickness. What woud

peped If Hawa pad given in? She
WOU %betrgyed g lack of cogtplete trust
In Jehova she could ‘no longer

have been confident of his protection. —Exo
dug 2t0 5tMaétheW410 1 OthmJtht:atnS 1% 2%
atan tried persuasion with Job too. Ro
|n(f him ofhPs famli his wealth, and his
ealth was not enou . Jo W%S also give
very bad counsel IS Wife w ens esat

“Crse God and die!” (Job 2:9) Then he was
visited by three fnends who madeacon
erte e ort to cef(nvmce |mt at ewas 0
blame for his sickness g 1-3) In this

ay Satan took advanta ofJob sweakened
sta e 10 try to discourage him and shake his
confidencé in Jehovah™ righteousness. Ye
hOb continued to Ieaq on Jehovah as his on y

ope.—Compare Psalm 55:22.

When we are sick, we too mag become (le-
Pressed In such a situation, Satan s quick
0 try to make us act in some way that wil
compromise our faith. Hence, when 1liness
srikes, it 1S important to keep in m|nd that
hhe baélc caus? of our suffering 1S |kelg
erited, Imperfection rather than som
canny influence. Remember, faithful Is ac
became plind a number_of years hefore his
death. (Gene3|s 21:1) The'c u?e was n?t
wicked sPnltsbut old‘age. Rachel died while
gwlngbrh not pecause of Satan, but
ause”of human frailty. (Genesis 35 1713
Event ally, all the fﬂ ful ones of old die

eca se of SP 5.0r curses but because
oflnhente |mpe fection.

Ima?mlng that unseen Sﬁlrlts havg a ? -
rect influenCe on every sickness that
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us is a snare. It may inspire a morhid fear
of the sprrrts Th en when we become sick,

we might be tempted to tr oa ease the
demong msteaJn gf p

keepin ar Wa from
them. If Satan can scare us'into resortrnlg {0
Prrrtrﬁtrc Practrces that would be a betray-

T the true God ehovah 2C0r|nthras
? es ould be guided Iya respectful
earo God, notb asurnerstrt 0us fear of his
Adversary.—Revelat

Little Owmadji already has the best pos-
sible protectron agarnst Wwicked spirits. Ac-
cordrﬁ tg the apostle Paul Ciod consrde
her* § becau& e she hasabe |evrn %
er, an er mot er can pray or o to
with her aug nter émeanso holy spirit.
§1 Corinthians 7:14) Blessed with such accu-
ate knowledge Hawa was able to seek efffc
five treatment for Owmadji instead of rely-
Ing on amulets.

Varrous Causes of Sickness
Most peope do not believe in the Spirits,

When th eX tget sick, the 90 to a doctor—if
they can afford it. Of ¢ e a sick persop
can otoadoctor and still not et ealed.

0rs cannot perform mrracles But many
su erstrtrous individuals who could. be

ed o.to a medical doctor only when it Is
too Iate They try spiritistic hedling meth-
ods first, angd when these fail theygo to a
ggrrl;ltor as a [ast resort. Many die urineces-

Orhers face untimely death because of i rr?

norance. They do not recognize symptoms
and do notkn W what pr h) ctr al ﬁte stotake
t0 Rrevent SICKness. 9 lps to Ph
vent unnecessary suf errng IS tewo
that literate mathers lose fewer children to
sickness than do illiterate ones. Yes, igno-
rance can be fatal.

|gence IS anothe ause of ifIness. For
exam €, man get src ecauise they allow
insects 1o cra over food before rtrfseaten
or because the ones preparing the food

6 The Watchtower— September i, 1999

not wash their hands beforehand. Sleeprng
without a mosqurto net In malaria-infecte

regions is also” dangerous.* In matters of
health, it Is often true that an ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure.’

An unwise ljfe- stzle has riaused millions to
get srck an dre rmaturegl Drunkenness
exual immorality, misuse of drugs, an Use
of tobacco have uined the health of many.
If a person Indulges In these vices and then
faI s, Sick, IS It hecause someone put a spell
on him or a spirit attacked him? o He is to
bIamg for his ?rckness lamin teanrts
would be a refusal to accept reésponsibility
for an unwise life-style.

(R course, some thrn S We cannot con-
trol. For example, we ¢ uId be exposed to
sickness- causrng mrcrobes or_to pollution.
hrs IS W hat N aﬁgene to Owmadji. Her
mother did not know what was causrng the
diarrhea, Her children are not srck as of
ten as ot er chrl?ren begausese eeps her
ouse and gar clean.and always washes her
hands before preparing fogd. But all chil-
dren ?et sick anee i a while. Some 25 dif-
ferentorganic infections ¢an cause drarrhea
Chances ‘are, no one will ever know which
ong caused Owmadjr’s problem.

The Lon? -Term Solution
Srckness IS no Gods fauIt “Wrth evrI
thrn(Irs God cannot be tried nor ?es he him-
! anyonte JarnJe L13) oneohhrs
warshipers gets sick, Jehovali sustains him
sprrrtuf? gJehovah hrmself erﬁ sustain
ug adrv%n of illpess: a”hrs bed you
certainly change during his sickness,”
sam IyYes od has Compassion. He

Wants to help us, not hurt s.

Indeed, Jehovah has a Iong -term  solu-
tion, for srckness—Je us” deatft and resur-
rection. By means of Jesus’ ransom sacrl-

* Nearly half a billion persons are infected with
malaria. About two million per year die from the dis-
ease, mostly in Africa.



Jehovah has

arranged a permanent
solution to the
problem of sickness

fice, rlegéwtheart(fd 0nes

re. rédeemed from
t e(}r 3|nful condit ?n
ﬁn will eventua

ave access to perfect _
health and eternal life in a paradise earth.
(Matthew 5:5; John 3:16) Jesus’ miracles
Wwere a preview of the trug hea_Ilnq that
God’s Kingdom will bring. God will also re-
move Satan and his demons. (fRomans 16:
20) Indeed, Jehovah has wonderful things in
store for those who exercise faith in him. We
just need to be patient and endure. .

In the meantime, God dispenses practi-
cal wisdom and sttuaI direction b?]/ means
of the Bible and the worldwide brotherhood
of faithful worshipers. He shows us how to
avoid the vices that cause health problems.
And he provides us with true friends who
will help when problems arise.

Think again of Job. Going to a witch doc-
tor would"have heen the worst th_m% Job
could have done! It would have deprived him

of God’s protection, and he would have lost
out on all the blessings that awaited him af-
ter his ordeal. God did not forget Job, and
he will not forget us. “You have heard of
the endurance of Job and have seen the out-
come Jehovah ?ave,” says the disciple James,
(James 5:11) Tf we never give up, we too
will receive” wonderful bleSsings in God’s
due time. _ )
What happened to little meadUV? Her
mothey remembered an article in atch-
tower’s comP_anlon magazine, Awake!, about
oral rehydration therapy.* She followed its in-
structions and prepared the solution for Ow-
m%?{rl]to drink. Now the little girl is fine and
Y.

* See AWake! of September 22, 1985, pages 24-5,
“A Salty Drink That Saves Lives!”
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YOUTHS—RESIST THE SPIRIT
OF THE WORLD

“Nowwe received, not the spirit ofthe world, but the spirit
which isfrom G od™—\ CORINTHIANS 2:12.

UR younger genera-
tiQn’ Is |sg|r|ted
rejected and rebel-
0 declared the Aus-

lin
tra?an nevvspaper The Sun-
Herald. It added: Court
records show a 22 per cent rise
’Lover the Prevrous year] in the

umper of juveniles appearing
on charges of serrous assault

Kids are Killin t emse Ves at
a rate th atst e since the
mid-60s d the genera-
tion ﬁap has become a veritable gulf down
which young people are sIrdrng In ever
Increasing fumbers into, a rugr alcohol
and self-annihilation oblivion.” hrs srtu-
ation _is hardly limited to one land,
ever. Throughout the world, parents, teach-
ers, and mental-health professionals lament
the state of young ones.

2 What a dramatic contrast there is be-

tween most of today 'syouths and the whole-
some young ones found in con?regatrons
of Je ovahs Witnesses! Not tha they are
perfect. They.too have their strugg es With
‘the_desires mcrdental to youth.™ (2 Timo-
thy 2:22) But as a group, these young ones
have taken a courageous stand for what Is

hat C0 trast en between the
Xoun %e int eworT7 aﬁ v trn
ations of Jehova Ifnesses’ t

endation can e Iven 10 m
ness yOUan% J
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rrght and have refused to gWe
t\ewor 'S pressures.
hoIe eartedlg commend_all of
vou young ones who are winning
he war aﬁarnst Satan’s “craft
acts”! (Ephesians 6:11, footnote
Like the apostle John, we aré
moved to comment: I write you,
young men [and women], “he-
cause vou are strong ana the
word of God remains Tn you and
you have conquered the“wicked
one."—1John 2
Neverthele}ss t contrnue wrnnrn% Syour
battle agarnst the wrc ed one v Nyst
strenuo yresrfévv aj the Bible calls “the
spirjt of the worlg.” (1 CorrnthransﬁlZ) Ac-
cording to one authority .on Greek, “spir-
It" c% mean “the dispgsition or Influe ce
which fills and overnst e soul of any one.’
For exam you 0 Sﬁrvet tsmeﬁne
1S 11l-fem ere ou mrg say that he has
a bad “spirit.” Your Prrrt ISposition,
or menta mclrnatron Influences th chorces
ou make: |t rIves yoHr actrohs and speech.
terestrn? oth In |vrd als an roup?
can manr es pirit,” The apogtle Pau
wrote t gJ UJ) ﬁ rrsr ns. “The un
Eeserve kindness of t eL Jesus C r|
e with the s |r|t oupeopesow
r] Just what spirit, t oest rs
‘v ni est’) Sincé “the W oIe world 1S
ying in the power of the wicked one,” Satan

3. What can the word “spirit” mean?



/Many youths show by their conduct
that they are under the
of the world's spirit

the Devil, the spirit of the world cannot 805-
sibly be wholesome, can 1t7—1 John 5:1

|dentifying the World’s Spirit
APaul wrote: "It is you God made alive
though you were dead in your trespasses
and 3ins; in which you at ane time walked
according to the system of things of this
world, according to’the ruler of the author-
ity of the air, the spirit that now operates in
the sons of disobedience, Yes, amon? them
we all at one time conducted ourselves in
harmony with the desires of our flesh, do-
ing the thmgs willed by the flesh andte
thou%hts andl we were naturally chlldren of
wrath even as the rest."—Ephesians 2:1
5Before Iearnlng the Chrlstlan Way, Chrls
tians in EPhesus ad been unwitting fol-
lowers of “the ruler of the authority of the
air,” Satan the Devil. That “air” is riot some
literal place where Satan and his demons
dwell. When Paul wrote these words, Satan
the Devil and his demons still had acoess to
heaven. (Compare Job 1:6; Revelation 12:7-
The word “air meansthesplrlt or men-
fal attitude, that dominates Satan’s world.
(C ompare Revelation 16:17-21.) Like the air
around us, this spirit is everywhere,
6But what_is “the autharity of the air™?
EwdentlY this. refers to the profound in-
fluence this “air” has on people, Paul said
that this spirit oRerates in the sons of
disobedience.” So_ the spirit of the world
breeds a spirit of disobedience and rebel-
é??es Dl b ”fté’ree”chd e
kfh 5@3 Wﬂ %!t(h e ruler ot eautﬁor
y the al at'is the “a

6, What is “the authority of the au; and how is
It exercised over many young ones:

lion, and peer pressure is, one way in which
thhs aut?tt? Ity Psexermsed Whehl ou're In
school, sasayoung |tnessgl everY
one? always encouragm% }(ou t0 he a litt
rebellious.. The kids r ap you more if you

do somethlng on the edge.’

Manlfestatlons of the World’s Spirit
are some manifestations of the

r|t o# e world a oung peo
gda ? Dlsnonest an rebgetl¥ousngesg (8ne
magazme report stated that more than
{0 percent of college juniors and seniors saig
that they had chéated during high school.
Flippant, sarcastic, and unclean speech are
als Etrevalent True, onoccasion Job and the
gos le Paul used what some mI(h] f View as
sarcasm_tq ex 1ess, rlghteous Indi gnatlon
SJob 12:2; 2Co inthians 12:13 How ver, the
ruel sarca eard on the t rEang
young eoten amountsto rba anus
8Excesses In recreation are_ also_man-
ifestations of the world’s spirit. Youth

Rs Name, some ways in which the WO(J S

19,
RN
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nightclubs, raves,* and other forms of W\|d

reveling are popular among. young people
Extremes In dded)s an rd d arg I|keW|se

% a(ent Fomoersdzted hip-nop styles to
cKing, fads, such as hody-piercing, man
of todam outhf identify themselves WI'[
the wofld’s rebellious snlnt Cgm are Ro-
mans 6:16.) Preoccupation with material
gosgessmns IS another mamfesﬁanon Ac-
ording to one educa tional journal, “market-
ers are dmme %ever tunawnha
0orm| dn gragslna ofrgecucntgqu S an f .
Kpddh in Hhey nlteFd %tate graduate
6% sch oo they will have been ex osed to
ourpeersma I? [essure
you to Sa sa14yv\a Evera/
one |s a ays askln at and IS yodr
sweaer “Jacket, or jeans?

t
Since BIF|€ times, unwholesome muswam le of Cale

?Sabebe adntd)ro 8f Satan to S |mu te un

ompare. Exodus 32:17-19;
Psam69 12: sahahZ 1? Notsurpnsmgly
then, musmwn sexua Hct|ve—| not
explicit—lyrics; B?aamt ¥, and wild, arqus-

Ing tempos is popular. Yet another manifes-

*Dance artles uallyasting all night, For
Ed?wgddoﬁun |Ir?§HegDFe!ceRdd , 1997, |ssudvd
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Be selective in your choice of music

tation ofthls world’s unclean spirit is sexual
| morality. d]k orinthians 6;9-11) Reports
eNeW Yo Tlmes Sex formany een-
agers has become almost a rite of Rassage
More than two-thirds of high school se-
njors have had iex al intercourse.” An arti-
cle m The Wall Street Journal cited ev-
idence that children between the aﬂes of
g and 12 are becomm? more sexually ac-
tive, Says arecently refired school counsel-
or: “We'e eglnnlng to see a few pregnant
sixth-graders.™

Rejecting the World’s Spirit

I)Traglcally, some Christian youths have
succumbed t the world’s spirit. ™| displayed
a fine attitude in front of my parents and
fellow Christians,” admits one Japanese girl.
“But | was also |IVIn|(:J another [ife.” Says a
youth from Ken¥ . “For some time | lived a
double life, which included parties, rock mu-
sic, and having the wrong friends. | knew
this was wrong, but | tried’to ignore it, hop-
Ing that in_time it would just go away But
it"didn. Things just got'worse.” Another
youth, from Germiany, Says: “It all started
with having the wrorig Kirid of friends. Then
| took up smoking. | wanted to hurt my par-
ents, but | only Rurt myself.”

1Still, it is possibleto resist, yes re[Ject
he WOfldSSBIrIt Consider the’ anC|en ex-

When th etencoward 8|es

rouEt ack abad report about the
ised Cand, he, along wnh Joshua, refused to
be Intimidated and go along with the crowd.

*Children about 11 years old.

}0 How have some youths from Chgstian fami-
les succumbe tot e world’s spirit

11. How was baetoresstﬂhgalng
H* the c;ovv en ten spies bro bac



It takes courage to resist the world's spirit

They couradeously declared; “The Jand that
we passed through to spy It qut IS aver%/
verygood land. | Jehova has found deh%
In.Ug, then he will certainly bring us Into
thrs land and give it to us,  [and that is flow-
ng with milk and honey.” (Numbers 14:7 82
at enabled Caleb to"stand up to all tha
pressure? Jehovah said of Caleb: “A different
%%rgrtlhas proved to be with him." —Num-

Showing “a Different Spirit”

DToday, it takes courage and strength to
show “a ifferent spirit,”or mental at itude
—0ne d| ferent from the world's. One way
you can o S0 I Yavor |ng sarcastic, d
res pectful speech. nterestrn the Engl |sh
word ‘sarcasm” s derived fromaGreekverh,
that literally means “to tear flesh like dogs
§Compare alafians 1%3 Just as g d(
eeth can tear flesh off a bone, sarcastic
mor” can strip others of therrdrdnrty But
Colossians 3.8 exhorts you to “put them all
away from you, wrath anger, badness, abu-
sive”speech, and obscene"talk out of your
mouth.” And Proverbs 10:19 states: In the
abundance, of words there does not fail to be
transgressron ut the one keeping his lips
|nc héck s ac mt% discyeetly.” I someone In-
su lts you, ave esefcontro tg ‘turn the
ot er chee per aps calmly and peaceful-
Y]s peaking to th e buser In"private. —Mat-
thew 5:39; Proverbs 15:1,

BAnother way to show a different spirit
IS 10 maintain a balanced view of materi-
al things. Of course, it 1s only natural to
want to have nice thrnqs Jesus Christ him-
selfevidently owned at'east one quality gar-

12 W |srt|n1Qortanttosho ‘adifferent spir-
It reﬂard % nes sgeeoﬁ5
tlenw'ovtv]ca ;/out s show anced view of ma-

ment (John 19:23' 24) However, when own-
g thrngs hecomes an obsession and gou
arg constantly begging your parents to buy
things they teally cannot afford, or when
ou just want fo imitate other youths, then
he world's sprrrt may have mare authorrty
over you than ¥ou realize. The Bible says:
Ever thing In the worId—the desire of the
flesh and e desrre of the eyes. and the
showy. display of one's means of life—does
not ofiginate with the Father, but originates
with thie world.” Yes, do not give In"to the
authority of the world's materfalistic Sﬁlrlt'
Learn t0 be content with what you have
—1John 2:16; 1 Timothy 6:8-10.

1 Keeping recreation in.its place is also
| M)oortant The pro phet Isaiah declared:
0e to those who are getting up earh( In
the moming that they may seek Just intox-
|cat|n liqu r who are Irngerrng tll late in
th eevenrn% ark ness so that wine itself in-
flames t em! And there must prove to be
harp_and stringed instrument, tambourine
and flute, and Wine at their feasts: but the
actrvrty of Jehovah they do not look at, and

() How did God’s Ie in. IsaLF
i et P

at nqt;ht ubs an parties
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the work of his hands they have not seen.”
(Isaiah 5:11, 12) Sad to say, some Christian
Youths have engaged in_ Similar wild par
ing. When agroup of Christian outs
\ijere asked to describe what goes on af |}/out
nightclubs, one youn% srster said: “Figh
happen all the time. [ Ve found my. sefrnthe
middle of them.” Added a 3roun brother:
“Drinking, smoking, things Tike that.” An-
other young brothér admitted: “People get
drunk. They act like idiots! And there are
drugs. A lot of bad things happen. If yo
go fhere and think you won't"be affec ed
ou're wrong.” For good reason, then, the
Ible lists revelries, or “wild parties,” as one
of the “warks of the flesh."—Galatians 5:19-
' BylngtonRomans 1313
BAvoiding harmful recreation will not
condemn you to ajoyless life. We worship a
py (50d,” who"wants you to engoy Your
outh 1 Timothy L1:11; Ecclesiastes
ut the Bible warns: “He that is Iovrn? mer
riment [“entertainment,” I be an
individual in want.” (Proverbs 2L:17) Yes
If you make recreatron the most Important
thing gour life, gou will suffer Spiritu-
al want follow |bIe principles in your
choice of recreation. There are many ways to
enjoy yourself that erI build you up and not
tear ou down.*—Ecclesiastes 11.10.
BShowing . modesty in your dress and

groomrn rejectrng e world’s fads, will
al S0 mar ou as rfferent (IRomans 12:2,
Timoth

9) Sowill berng se ectrve in Kour

coreeo musrc grv”r?r pidns 4
music that | kno 0 t row

0se
out,” confesses one young Rrrstran “‘ut it
R e R e
érbIWhat ;)alanced view of recreation does the
r]rlr 00 o%v gan Christian youths show that they are
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ave

sounds S0 ﬂood"’ Another young man simi-
larly admifted: “For me music is'a pitfall be-
cause | love it. If I find out something is
wrong with it, or if my parents call it to"my
attention, | really have to force my mind o
take command over my heart because in my
heart | love that music.” Youths, do not be
“ignorant of [Satan’s] designs” (2 Corinthi-
ans 2:11) He is using music in an effort {0
turn Young Christians away from Jehovah!
Articles have appeared i rn atch Tower pub-
lications discussing rap, heavy metal, and al-
ternatiye rock music. However Watch Tow-
er publrcatrons cannot possibly comment on
ever%/ new orm and style of music that

t come along, Youmust therefore, use
“thrnkrng abrlrt "and ¢ drscernment when
you select music. —Proverbs

v FrnaIIy Byou must kee[p yourself moral-
ly clean. The Bible urges; “Flée from for-
fnication.” 1Corrnth|ans 6:18) The original

*See the April 15, 1993, issue of The Watch-

d hat acts does it
swr when it comes to

rnclu g ?()9 a
matters of' mora rty

Questions for Review

O What is "the spirit of the world,"
and how does it have "authority”
over people?

O What are some manifestations of
the world's spirit among youths
today?

O How can Christian youths show
"a different spirit" in regard to
speech and recreation?

O How can Christian youths show
"a different spirit" in regard to
morals and music?



Greek word for fornication, por-nei‘a, refers
to all illicit sexual activity mvolvmg the use
of the genital organs carfied on oufside the
bonds of marrlage. That would include oral
sex and the deliberate fondling of sexual or-
gans. A number of Christian yquths have

ngaged in such behavior, |_ma?|n|ng that
théy Teally were not committing Tornication.
However, God’s Word clearly Says: “This is
what God wills, the sa_nctlfym(ﬁqof you, that
you abstain from fornication; that each one
0f you should know how to get possession of

his own vessel in sanctification and honor.”
—1 Thessalonians 4:3, 4. _
B Yes, with Jehovah’s help, un can avoid

being contaminated by the world’s spirit!

1 Peter 5;10) Nevertheless, Satan often cam-
Uflages his”lethal traps, and 1t can some-
times take real discernment to sense danger.
QOur next article s designed to help youths
develop their perceptive powers.

18.  (a), How can a youth, avaid peing contaminat-
At

YOUTHS—TRAIN YOUR
PERCEPTIVE POWERS!

" Solidfood belongs to mature peo
perceptive powers trained to distinguish

((T [’ EEPstrict watch that

17 how you walk is not

JL V.. as univise but as wise
?ersons, bu¥|ng out the oppor-
une time Tor"yourselves, be-
cause the days are wicked.
(Ephesians 5:15, 161 Since the
apostle Paul penned those words
two thousand years ago, Wwick-
ed men and impostors have ad-

vanced from. bad fo worse.” We

live In_“critical times hard fo _

deal with,” or as anot?e translatign puts it,
anger."—2 Timothy

times that are “full o
315, 13; ‘P?]ﬁllps.

2, (9) How dogs our situatiop toda o to
SRR
can you develop them

:

le, to those who through use have their
oth right and —HEBREWS 5.4,

2 You can avoid being harm

by the danq]ers that may lurk in

your path, nowever, by ‘develop-

ing “shrewdness,..., knowledge

and thinking ability.” (Prov-

erbs, 1:4) Says Proverbs 2;10-

12: “When wisdom enters. intg

gour heart and knowledge itself

Ecomes E!easant_ fo your ver

soul, thinking ability Ttself will

keep guard Over you, discern-

. ment Ttself will safequard you,

to deliver you from the b%d way, from’the

man speaking, perverse things; _Butgust

now can you dey el?,p tposde anilities? Says

Hebrews 5:14: “Solid food belongs to ma-
tHre peoPIe, to those who throug use.have
tem e%eptwe powers trained to gistin-
guish ot right ana wrong.” As with any
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skill, mastering the use of one’s percep-
tive powers re(i_uwes training. The Greek
word Pau used literally means ‘having been
trained Jike a gymnast.” How do you begin
such training?

Training Your Perceptive Powers

3Note that your perceptive powers—your
ability to discem right from Wron?—are
trained “through use.” When you must make
a_decision, guéssing, acting on impulse, or
simply following the crowd will rarely result
in awise choice. Tomake wise decisions, you
must use ¥our perceptive powers. How? First
of all, by horoughIY investigating the situ-
ation and getting al
if necessar% Determine what your oF[])tlons
are. Proverbs 13:16 says: “Ever¥one shrewd
will act with knowledge.” Next, t_r>{ to de-
termine which Bible laws or principles bear
on the subject. iProverbs S:Si) To do this, of
course, you must have a knowledge of the Bi-
ble. That is why Paul encourages us to take
In “solid food"—to learn “the breadth and
length and hel?ht and depth” of the truth,
—Ephesians 318. _

4Doing so is essential, since. we are im-
perfect %rone to sin. (Genesis 8:21; Ro-
mans 5:1 ) “The heart is more treacher-
ous than anythmggelse_ and is desperate,
says Jeremiah 17:9. Without godly princi-
ples to_guide us, we can deceive ourselves
Into thinking that something bad is good
—simply because our flesh craves it. (Com-
pare Isalah 5:20.) The psalmist wrote: *How
will a young man cleanse his path? By keep-
ing o guard according to your word. Owing
to'your orders | behave with understanding.

3. How can you use your. perceptive powers when
calle uponyto Makd & ¢ usmr??} P

ﬁ.aWhy IS @ knowledge of God’s principles essen-

the facts. Ask questions
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That is whf/ | have hated every false path.”
—Psalm 119:9, 104. .
. SWhy have some youths who were raised
in Christian households followed false
paths? Couyld it be tha't such ones have nev-
er ‘Prove to themselves the good and ac-
ceptable and perfect will of God™ (Romans
12:2) Some may attend meetings with their
parents and beable to recite some of the ba-
sic teachings of the Bible, But when asked
to give proof of their beliefs or to explain
soe of the deeper things of God’s Word,
their knowled%e proves to be d!sappom_tm%-
ly shallow. Such youths can easily be misled.
Phesmns 4:14) 1f this is true of you, why
not resolve to make changes? One young
sister recalls: “| did research. | asked _mK-
self, ‘How do I know that this is the right
religion? How do | know that there IS a
God named Jehovah?* Carefully examin-
ing the Scriptures convinced her that the
things she had learned from her parents
were really so—Compare Acts 17:11,
6Armed with a knowledge of Jehovah’s
principles, you will more easily make “sure
of what is acceptable to the Lord.” EEphe-
sians 5:10) Yet what if you are not certain of
the wise Course to take in a particular situ-
ation? Pray to Jehovah for direction, %Psalm
119:144) Try talking matters over with your
parents or with a mature Christian. (Prov-
erbs 15:22; 27:17) Helpful direction can also
be found by doing research in the Bible and
in Waﬁch OWer lPubhcatlons. (Proverbs 2.
3-5) The more you use your perceptive pow-
ers, the sharpér they will become.

S Sl B
Zb) Bl O O s e e s
.t ogvl_cgp dyoﬂewg\lfgh ?sure of what is acceptable



Showing Discernment
In Recreation

7Let us now look at
how you might use your
perceptive powers in
some Specific situations.
Imagine, for example,
that you have been Inyit-
ed t0 a gathering. You
might even have réceived
a printed flier advertis-
Ing the get-toqether.
You are told that a
large number of Witness
youths will be there. But
a fee to cover expenses
will be charged. Should
you attend? _ _

8Well, use your perceptive powers. First,
get the facts. How large will this gath-
ering be? Who will be“there? When will
it begin? When will it end? What activi-
ties are planned? How will it be supervised?
Next, do some research, looking up “Social
Gatherings,” and “Entertammgn " In the
Watch Tower Publications Index* What
might your research reveal? For one thing,
that Jehovah does not condemn fgettmg t0-
gether to have a qood time. In fact, ECcle-
Siastes 8:15 says that along with working
hard, “mankind have nothing better under
the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice.”
Why; Jesus Christ himself attended special
meals and at least one wedding. (Luke 5:27-
29; John 2:1-10) Kept in balance, socializing
can be beneficial.

*TP article “Social Entertainment—Enjoy the
Benefits, dtheé% appearl m% l\u—
o Lo IR

7. 8. (a), How can yoy use your perceptive pow-
es in @t rr&n\m wHe%&eeP/ 0 E?IFI);ende a aftr?er-

at 1s Ible’s view Of rec-

INQ.Or not*
regtlong

Learning to do research will help you
train your perceptive powers

9
ly organized gatherings
r%ae/ gs_peII_ trguble. gt
1 Corinthians 10:8, we
read of how unwise as-
sociations led to forni-
cation and the execution
of “twenty-three thou-
sand [unfaithful lsrael-
ites] In one day.” An-
other sobering Warnin
Is found at Romans 13:
13: “As in the daytime
let us walk decently, not
in revelries and dranken
bouts, not in illicit inter-
course and loose conduct,
not in strife and jealou-
5y.” ECompare 1 Peter 4:3) True, n0 fixed
number can he set for how many can attend
a gatherm . But experience shows that the
larger a gathering s, the harder it s to su-
pervise it. Smaller, well-managed %ather-
Ings are_less likely to turn into “wild par-
tiés,"—Galatians 5:21, B_Ylngton.

D Your research will no doubt spark fur-
ther questions, such as: Will some mature
adult Christians be at the gathering? In-
deed, who is sponsoring it? Isthe purpose of
the gathering to promote wholesome asso-
ciation or to make a profit for someone? Are
there an;( restrictions as to who can attend?
If the gathering is during the weekend, will
it end at a reasonable time so that those at-
tending can share in the Christian ministry
the next day? If there_is to be music and
dancmg, will it be copsistent with Christian
stanaards? (2 Corinthians 6:3 Askmg such
guestlons may_not be easy. But Proverbs

2:3 warns. “Shrewd is the one that has

9, 10, (9) hat dangers may.some gatherings
Gl e
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seen the calamity and proceeds to conceal
himself, but the inexperienced have passed
along and must suffer the penalty.” Yes, you
can avoid risky situations by using your per-
ceptive powers.

Discernment in
Planning eYour Educatron

Smaller gatherings

are easier to oversee

and less likely to turn into
uncontrolled revelries

Parents should assist
their children in planning
their education

2 Insome places it is still possible to get
on-the-job training in a useful skill or pro-
fession. There aré youths who learn the

1 TheBrbIe says that it is wise to plan for family business or Teceive training_from

the future. (Proverbs 21:5) Have you and
Kour parents discussed your uture’? Per-
aps you plan to enter the full-time minjs-
try a5 a pioneer, Really, no_career choice
could bring greater satisfaction. If you are
cultivating (T;ood studY habits and develop-
ing skills in the ministry, zlou are preparrn%
for this exciting career ave you though
about how you will support yourself in
the ministry? If, in the Tuture, you choose
to raise a family, will you be able to care
for that added fesponsibility? Makm% bal-
anced, realistic decisions about such things
requrres the use of perceptive powers.

I pllalr% reélrweolrrrtpusurjr?g?therr perceptive powers
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adult™friends who have businesses. Others
take courses at school that will be useful
in earning a ||vrn? later. Where such gp-
Portunrtres are not available, after careful
hou%ht pargnts may arrange for therr chil-
dreno receive somé sung) ementary ed uca
tion after high school annrn ahead in
this way o as to care for adult responsrbrl
Ities and especially so as to be able'to share
In the pioneer service over the Iong term is
not incompatible with guttmg God’s King-
dom first. (Matthew 6:33) And supplemen

a) How have some famrlres chosen to, ad
0 thge CFI rb

arnrn %ms% ecﬁenr%g]rﬁa?l ugrﬁll?gatlé r%sec%
1] s wr aving p?aneerrng as a goaf
Bl \r



tary education does not rule out pioneer-
ing. One young Witness, for example, had
wanted t0 pioneer for a long time. After
she finished high school, her parents—reg-
ular pioneers themselves—arranged for hér
to have some supplementary edutation. She
was able to pioneer while she received her
schooling, and now she has a skill with
which shie supports herself as she continues
pioneering.

B Inthe matter of supplementary educa-they “married.

tion,. each family has the right and respon-
sibility to make 1ts own decision. When such
education is well chosen, it can be helpful.
It can, though, be a trap. If you are consid-
ering such éducation, what is your goal? Is
it to’ prepare yourself to handle adult re-
sponsibilities in an honorable way? Or are
ou “seeking great things for yoursglf"?
Jeremiah 45:572 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Tim-
othy 5:8; 6:9) What ahout pursuing supple-
mentary edlcation away from home, per-
haps living on a campus? Would that be wise

13. How should families count the cost of s
p?ementvgry eHucatlonl.ll ! up

Dating in a group setting is a protection

in view of Paul’s warning that “bad asso-
ciations spoil useful habits™? (1 Corinthians
15:33; 2 Timothy 2:22) Remember, too, that
“the time left is reduced.” (1 Corinthians 7:
29) How much time will you devote to such
education? Will it consume the bulk of your
Youthful years? 1f so, how will you dpply
he Bible’s encouragement to “remember,
now, your Grand Creator in the days of your
Young manhood™? (Ecclesiastes 12:1) Fur-
her, will the courses you take allow time
for such vital Christian activities as meet-
ing attendance, field service, and Bersonal
study? (Matthew 24:14; Hebrews 10:24, 2_5?
If your perceptive powers are keen, you wil
never lose sight of spiritual goals as you and
your parents plan for your future.

Keeping Courtship Honorable

¥ Another area in which your perceptive
powers are needed is that of courtship. It Is
only natural to want to show affection to
someone you care about. The chaste cou-
ple in the Son%_of Solomon evidently ex-
changed some displays of affection before
(Song”of Solomon 1:2; 2:6;
8:5) Today, some courting couples may like-
wise feel that holding hands, kissing, and
embracing are appropriate, especially when
marriage seems imminent. But remember:
“He that is trustln% In his own heart is stu-
pid.” (Proverhs 28:26) Tragically, a number
of couples have shown bad judgment by put-
ting themselves into compromising circum-
stances. Displays of affection have become
intense and uncontrolled; unclean acts have

L M R
b EOW ave &Yme couples shown poor judgment
this regard’
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resulted and have even escalated to sexual
Immorality.

bif gou are_dating, you are wise to avoid
ern lone with yolr prospective mate un-
der map{)ro%nate cijeumstances. So If ma
be best each oth rs assocratronr
a rou setting or in public places. Some
cou e arran to have a ch peron Also,
consr er the Wwords of Hosea ‘VV|ne
and. sweet wrne are what take dawa}/
motive.” Alcoho| can impair goo { g ent
an Iead a.co gle to act'in a'way that they

| later regret

16Proverbs t3 10 says: “B Presu \Btuh
usness one only causes a s uege but wit
those consultrn together | Isdom.’
Yes consult together” and drscuss OW You
Wi fcondug ourselves. Place limits on dis-
plays of affection, each respecting the oth-
er’s feelings and CONSCIenc, (1 Corinthian
13 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7: °1 Peter 316
Talk mg about this sensitive subject ma
Aiffi |o tfrrst but It caq apre ent ser ous
problems from developing later on.

Being Taught ‘From Youth Qn’

constant vragrlance on your art—and som
times t courag at _times you
may frn gourselfa odds not simply with
our eers, but with the whole world. The
Ist David rr)ratj ou are d/g
overe nLo eova m fidence
rom my youtn. 0, you ha etau
from m ¥outh on and until now |
our wo derful wo ks

ht me
teII
saIm

5 17 avid is nown for IS courage.
*P f ntinuation,. of
Pl Hapgea[esntlg edb ecosupetrlsaor?ptrd)n
asa sam

tlfke ][6 What reaso able }grecautropsncan cglugles

mak N re at therr courtship wi
m]apl dQ anavrd make Jehavah ‘his confidence
llhrs for yduths 0 da 8 ent e8s0n 14 Tere i
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But when did he develop if? As a youth!
Even before his famed confrontation, with
Goliath, David had shown extraordinary
courage in Protectrng his father’s flocks
—killing both a lion and a bear. (1 Samue
17:34-3 However David gave Jehovah fu
credit for Whatever bravery he displayec
calling him ! mt(confrdence rom my youth.
David’s ability to lean on Jehovah made hi
equal to any frial that he faced. You too wi
find that if you lean upon Jehovah, he wi
give t(ou the couralge and strength to ‘con-
(uer the world

B Thousands of young ones like you have
taken a courageous stand and now serve as
baptized publishers of the good news, We
thank God for the faith and courag e of you
Young ones! Remain determined {0 escape
he world’s corruption. (2 Peter 14) Keep
usrn% your Bible-trained percep trve In
ers oing so.will protect you from ca amr
ty now and will ultimately make your salva-
tion sure. Indeed, as our final article will
show, you will make your life successful.

S Te=3

Il ~Avoiding Satan’s snares will regurre SYy\lhatexhortatron is given to godly youths to-

Questions for Review

O How does a youth train his percep-
tive powers?

0O How can a youth use his perceptive
powers when it comes to attending
Christian gatherings?

O What factors may be considered in
planning one's education?

O

How can couples who are
courting avoid the snare of sexual
immorality?



Make e

y
GRS

“Happy IS

theman that has not walked in the counsel ofthe wicked ones . .

Everything he does will

CCESS-what

oes that word

ean_to you? “My

ost important goal is

10 be a business suc-
cess,” said a young man.
A young woman said:
“‘My main dream i to
have a happy family.”
But says another young
woman; “My dream i3
just to have & nice condo,
anice car... I'm out for
myself.” The problem is
that neither money, nor
family, nor even d lucrative career i the
measure of true success. At Psalm 1.1-3
we read: “Happy Is the man that has nof
walked in the cqunsel of the wicked ones..
His delight is in the law of Jehovah .
Everything he does will succeed.”

2~ Here the Bible promises something no

human can, offer—genuine success! But
is_not talking about financial gam
Bible itself warns: “The love of money
is a_root of all sorts of injurious_things.”
Timothy 6:10) Real stccess is, folind
In pleasmg God—including following the

suc Zl?i ook e il dRcBe % e

es
8 ere Is real suggess found, and what is the
only way to attain it’

— PSALM 1.1, 3,

law of Jehovah. Onl
this can brmg real sat-
isfaction and genuine
happiness!. Perhaps the
idea of being under Je-
hovah’s law™and bemq
told what to do does no
sound apJ)ea ing. Yet,
Jesus said:  “Happ are
those conscious of the|r
spiritual need.” (Mat-
thew 5:3) Whether you
realize it or not, you
were created. with spiri-
tual needs—including a
deep-seated need to know God and to un-
S
Xper| U | u fl
thahse needs and taoqﬁ)w “the |ZW of Jeho-
v

Why We Need Gog’s Laws

3 The prophet Jeremiah wrote: “l well

know, 0 Jehovah, that to earthling man

his waX does not belong It does not belong

to man who is walking even fo direct h'i

te#] gJeremlah 10% 3) This 'f true o‘ al

an goun ang old otonydowe ack

t eW|sd Eerlence and nowled e to

direct our own teps: we simp Y donot awe
the right to do so. At Revelation 4:11,

3ectV\c/)E Sspeouslg;g we be happy to let Jehovah ‘di-

jm
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Because they lack a
healthy "dread of God,"
many youths engage in
destructive behavior

Bible saR/s: “You are wor-

thy, Jefiovah, even our

G0d, to receive the glo-

r%/ and the honor and

the power, because you

created all things, and

because of your will they

existed and were creat-

ed.” As our Creator, Je-

hovah is “the source of life.” (Psalm 36:9)
As such, he knows better than anyone else
how we should use our lives. So’he made
laws, not to rob us of enjoyment, but to help
us henefit ourselves. (Isaiah 48:17) Ignore
God’s law, and you doom yourself to failure.

4 For example, have you ever wondered by, and away we fly.” (Psalm 90:1

why so many young pedple. ruin their
lives through dru%s promiscuity, and oth-
er vices? Psalm 361, 2 explains: “The ut-
terance of transgression to the wicked one
IS in the midst™of his heart; there_is no
dread of God in front of his_eyes. For he
has acted tog smoothly to himself in his
own eyes to find out his error so as to hate
it.” Because they lack a healthy “dread of
God,” _manY young ones fool themselves into
belipving that, there are no consequences
to risky Dehavior, Ev_entuaII%, though, they
have to face up to this unchanging erc_l-
ple: “Whatever aman is sowing, this he will
also reap; because he who is sowing with a
view to his flesh will reap corruption from
his flesh, but he who is sowmg With a view
to the spirit will reap everlasting life from
the spirit.”"—Galatians 6:7, 8,

4. Why do so many young ones ruin their lives?
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‘Counting the Dan’
5How can you make your [ife a success
and “reap everlasting life”? Moses wrote:
“The, days of our years are seventy years;
and if because of “special ml[qhtl_ness they
are eighty years ... It mus qumklaé p\e(tss
ou
ma}/ rarely, if ever, think about death. In
fact, man Youths behave as If they were
indestructible. But Moses brings us face-to-
face with the painful reality” that life is
short. There is not even a quarantee that we
will Tive to be 70 or 80. “Time and unfore-
seen occurrence” can cut down even those
who are young and healthy. (Ecclesiastes 9:
11) How, then; will you use the precious life
that you now enjoy? Moses prayed: “Show
Us just how to count our days jnsuch a way
that we may bring a hearf of wisdom in.”
—Psalm 90:12.
6What does it mean to count Xour days?
It does not mean that you should become
obsessed with_how long you mlﬁh'[ live. Mo-
ses was praying that” Jehovah teach His

0l T, S (e
It mean to ‘remember our Grand Creator "



people how to Use their remaining days
In a way that brings honor to Him. Are
you counting the day’s of your life—viewing
each day asa preciols resource to,be used t0
brrnq praise fo God? The Bible gives young
Peop e this encouragement: “Rémove’ vexa-
jon from your heart, and ward off calamity
from your flesh: for youth and the prime of
life are vanity. Remem er now, your Grand
Creator In the days of tiour young man-
hood.” (Ecclesiastes 11:10-12'1) Remem-
bering our Creator means more than just
not fort]rettrn? that he exists. When “the
crimina |m?ored Jesus, “Remember me
when you get into your kingdom,” he want-
ed Jesus to do more than Tecall his name.
He wanted Jesus to act, to_resurrect him!
Luke 23:42; compare Genesis 40:14,23; Job

13.)In a similar way, to remember Je-
hovah’ involves action, doing what pleases
him..Can it be said that you'are remember-
ing Jehovah?

Avoid Envying Wrongdoers

7Many young ones choose to forget Jeho-
vah because they feel that being a Witness
Is toq restrictive. Abrother in Spain recalls
how he felt as a teena%er “| was attracted
to the world because the truth seemed dif-
ficult and rigid, It meant sitting, studying
gnorng to meetings, putting or a tie; and
08 were not i s | enjoyed doing.” Do
Kou sometimes feel that gou dre missing out
ecause you serve God? Perhaps it will'sur-
Prrse you to know that one of the writers of
he Bible experienced those verg feelrngs
Please open your Bible and read Psalm 7

8Let us examing this psalm in some de-
tail. Verses 2 and 3 say: “As for me, my
feet had almost turned aside, m% steps had
nearIy been made to slip. For | became en-

§ d&some gouthﬁ choose to forget their
Why was %tsap enPrrous of the hoasters™

vious of the boasters, when | would see
the verY peace of wicked people.” Accord-
ing to the superscrrﬁtron thrs psalm was
Written dy Asaph. He was a Levite mu
srcran an acontemgorargo King David.
1 Chronicles 25:1 hronicl es 29:30)
Ithough he had the ine privilege of serv
ing In God’s temple, he * becameenvrous of
mén who hoasted about their lawlessness.
Things alopeared to go well for them; they
apparently enjoyed peace and security. In
fact, their seeming successes ‘exceeded the
Imaginations of thieir hearts.” (Verses 5, 7
They would taIk about thejr exploits “in
an €levated style, that IS, In an arrogant
manner. . (Verse 8) hey would put their
mouths in the heavens and thelrtonque
would walk about in_the earth,” showing
regard for no one—either 1n heaven or on
earth.—Verse 9.

9Perhaps the same can be said about
your peers at school. You may hear them
shamelessly boast of their Sexual esca-
pades, their wild parties, and their in-
dulgence in alcohol and drugs. When
you contrast their life of so-called plea-
sure with the narrow way you must walk
as a Chrrstran ou might Sometimes _feel
“envious o te oasters.” (Matthew 7:13,
14) Asaph himself got to the point where
he' exclaimed; “Surely it is in"vain that |
have cleansed my heart and that [ wash my
hands in innocence itself. And | came to be
Rla ued all day long.” (Verses 13, 14) Yes,

egan to question the vaIue of serving

God and Ieadrng anup r|

DFortunately, Asa dnot sta in this
state of despalr for ong. He urc y came
to realize that the seemrng peace of the

Cﬁgmgg t sohn?e Christian youths today come
hea

Est caused Asa h to have a chang
ow are w on doers on slippery
groun | ean examp
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Youths often forget
that their actions have
consequences

wicked was nothing but an illusion
—and a temporary one at that!
He exclaimed. “SureIP/ on slippery
ﬁround IS where ¥ou place them. Yol
ave made them Tall to ruins, 0 how
they have become an object of aston-
ishment as in a moment! How they
have reached their end, have been
brou?ht to their finish through sud-
den terrors!” (Verses 18, 193] Many
of your peers are likewise “on slip-
pery ground.” Sooner or later thelr
ungodly behavior will catch up with
them, Tesulting perhaps in an un-
wanted pregnancy, a sexually trans-
mitted diséase, even imprisonment

or. death! Worse yet, they suffer
alienation from God.—Jamés 4:4.

11A young Witness in Spain ob-

served “this truth firsthand, As a
youth, she led a double life, being deeply in-
Yolved with a ?rou_p of godless Youtns. Be-
fore long, she fell in love with dne of them
—a drug addict, Thougih she abstained
from using drugs herself, she purchased
dru%s for him. “I'even helped him'insert the
neetle,” she admits, Fortunatela/, this sis-
ter was, brouHht to her senses and restored
Wil |64 Some e o1 1AL e Or:
W | ug-
usalng boyme_nd had d?e(? ofr AIDS, Yes, ]U%t
as thie psalmist said, godless people are ™“on
slllope y ground.” Some may dig unexpect-
?d y as'aresult of their |%ose ||f%-st¥l . As
or'the rest, unless they change theif ways,
hey will In the near fature %e the reye-
ation of the Lord Jesus from heaven wit
his powerful angels In a flaming fire, as he
brings vengeance upon those Who do not
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know God and those who do not obey the
good news about our Lord Jesus.”—2 Thes-
Salonians 1.7.8.

D How foolish it is, then, to e_nv%/ “those
who do not know God” Really, it Is those
who know Jehovah and who have the hope
of living forever that are to be envied. A
young brother in Japan came to that real-
jzation. As a youth, he too “wanted more
freedom.” He explains; “I thought | was
missing out on something. Then™ realized
what my life would be without the truth. |
could sée myself living 70 or 80 Years and
then dying. But Jehovah halds out the hope
of everlasting life! Reallzmﬁ this helped
me to appreciate what | really had.” Even

B P b e o 2



so, remaining faithful when surrounded by
Pe_ople who do not follow God’s laws is any-
hmg but easy. What are some things you

can do to resist those pressures?

Watch Your Associations!

BLet us look again at the description of
the successful man, recorded at Psalm 1
1-3; “Happy is the man that has not walked
In the coungel of the wicked ones, and in
the way of sinners has not stood, and in the
seat of ridiculers has not sat. But his de-
light is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law
hé reads in an undertone day and nlght.
And he will certainly become like a free
planted by streams of water, that ql_ves it
own fruit'in its season and the foliage of
which does not wither, and everything he
does will succeed. o

UNotice first of all that your associations
play a big part. Proverbs 13:20 says: “He

13, 14. Why is it.imgor;ant to be selective when
It comes t0 associations?

Cultivate
a love of Bible reading

You will enjoy the meetings
more if you participate

that is Walklng with wise Rers_ons will be-
come wise, but he that_js having dealings
with the stupid ones will fare badly.” THis
does not mean being cold, unfriendly, or
rude to youths who are not Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. The Bible urges us to love our neigh-
bors and to “be peaceable with all men.”
(Romans  12:18; Matthew 22:39) However,
you may find yourself ‘walking i the coun-
sel’ of those who do not follow Bible stan-
dards if you associate too closely with them.

The Benefits of Bible Readlnq
5 The nﬁJsaImwt algo observed that the
successful man takes delight in reading
God’s law “in an undertone day and mg_ht.
Psalm 1:1, 2) Granted, the Bible is not |ght
eading, and in 1§ are “some things hard
to understand.” (2 Peter 3:16) Bit Bible

15. How can youths cultivate a longing for Bible
readll-lné% y ong
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reading_need not be drudqery. It is possi-
ble to “form along{;\]/g for thé unadulterat-
ed milk” of God’s Word. (1 Peter 2:2) Try
rea_dln% just a liftle each day. If there are
points That you do not understand, do some
research. Afterward, think about what you
have read. (Psalm 77:11, 12) If you fiave
trouble concentrating, try readlnP out loud
“in an undertone.” I tinie, your fove of Bi-
ble reading is sure to grow. One young sister
in Brazil Tecalls: “Jehovah always Seemed
distant to me. But for some months now, |
have been !mprovmgI my Personal study and
Bible reading. Now'l féel that my relation-
ship with Jehovah is stronger. He is more
real to me.” _ o

BbAttending cong_re_?atlon meetln?s IS
also vital to your spiritual growth. I you
“pay attention to how you listen,” you tan
recéive much _encoura?ement. (Luke 8:18)
Do you sometimes feel that the meetm?s
are not very interesting? Well, ask yourself,
What do I' do to make the meetings inter-
esting? Do | pay attention? Do | Rrepa_re?
Do | ‘offer comments?” After all, the Bible
tells us to “consider one another to incite to
love and fine works,... encouraging one an-
other.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) Todo this you
must participate! Of course, to participate
you must studY in advance. A young sister
admits: “It rea IK IS easier to participate in
the meetings when you prepare.”

Following God’s Way Leads to Success

UThe pSalmist furtfier describes the suc-
cessful man as being “like a tree planted by
streams of water.” The streams of water
may have referred to irrigation ditches that
were used to water trees in orchards. (Isa-

16. How can we get more out of congregation
meehlngs?C J ared

A e e
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jah 44:4)[ Daily reading of the Bible is like
being attached to sucli an unfailing source
of sustenance and. refreshment. (Jeremiah
17:8) You will daily receive the streng_th
}/_ou need to bear up under trials and dif-
ficulties. Having learned Jehovah's think-
ing, you will have the wisdom you need to
make wise decisions.

B At times, servmq Jehovah may seem
difficult. But never feel that it is too dif-
ficult to handle. (Deuteronomy 30:11) The
Bible promises you that ‘everything you do
will succeed’ in the long rup, as’lang as
your main objective is, {0 Please Jehovah
and make his"heart rejoice! (Proverbs 27.
11) And remember, you do not have to go
it alone. You have thie support of Jehovah
and Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews
13:5) They know the pressures you face, and
they will never abandon you. (Psalm 55:22)
You also have the backing of “the whole as-
soclation of brothers” and of your parents
If the% are God fearing. ﬁ Petér 2:17) With
such backing, along with your determina-
tion and effort, you can erijoy a successful
life not only now but eternally!

18. What can ensure ayoung person’s success in
serving 3ehovar} youngp

Questions for Review
O What is real success?

O Why do we need Jehovah to direct
our steps?

O How can youths 'count their days'?

O Why is it foolish to envy
wrongdoers?

0O How can daily Bible reading and
regular meeting attendance help
youths enjoy a successful life?



JEHOVAH
HAS BEEN MY CRAG

AS told by Emmanuel Lionoudakis

My mother scowled and said to me:
“If you stick with your decision, then you
will have to leave this home.” 1 had decided
to preach God’s Kingdom full-time. MK family,
however, could not bear the humiliation brought
upon them by my repeated arrests.

Y PARENTS were humble and God-

fearing. They lived in the village

of Douliana, in the western Rart of

the Greek island of Crete, w

in the year 1908. From mY é(outh
they taught me’to fear and respect God. |
loved God’s Word, although 1 had never seen
a Bible in the hands of teachers or Greek Or-
thodox priests. _

After a ne|%hbor_ had read six volumes of
Stugies In the Scriptures, bé C. T. Russell,
and the book The Harp of God, he enthu-
siastically shared with me their eye-opening
Scripturdl contents. Those books were pub-
lished by the Bible Students, as Jehovah'’s
Witnesses were then called. | gladly ob-
tained a Bible and copies.of hooks from the
Watch Tower Societys office in Athens. | can
still remember staying UF late at night with
that neighbor, praying to Jehovah™and by

candleliqht drinking deeply from the Scrip-
tures with the heIF of those publications.
| was 20 years old and serving as a school-

ere | wasteacher in"a nearby village when | start-

onedrsharing my newly found Bible knowledge
with others. Soon, Tour of us were holding
reqular meetmgs for Bible study in Dou-
liana. We also distributed tracts, booklets,
books, and Bibles in order to help other peo-
Ple learn about the only hope for mankind,
he Kingdom of God.

In 1931 we were amon? the_thousands
worldwide who ado[pted he Bible-hased
name Jephovan’s Witnesses. (Isaiah ,43:103
During the following year, we participate
In an Information campaign, explaining fo
the authorities our new name and its signif-
icance. This included distributing a perti-
nent booklet to every priest, judge, police of-
ficer, and businessman in our afea.
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As expected the cley Xrnstrgat-
ed a wave of Rersecutr
The first time that | was ar-
rested, | was sentenced to
20.days in prison. Soon after
being released, | was arrest-
ed again and sentenced to
one month of imprisonment,

When a judge demanded that
We stoR preaching, we replied
Wrth the Words of cts 529

We must ob e% God as rul-
er rather thap men.” Later, In
1932, a Watch Tower represen-
tative visited our small group in
Douliang, and all four 0f us got
baptized.

Finding a Sprrrtual Famrly
Because of m desrre to “do
more [n the prea qwork | re-
srﬁned from my teaching position.
That was tog much for my mother,
She demanded that | ledve home
Wrt the aglororf/ra of the Watch
Tower bran ICe | tens a
rlrenerous rrstran brother I the crgy
rak ron Crete gla 1yreeerved me intg h
ouse S0 ugust 933 tebrot ersfrom
m&r 3me villa aong with some interest-
in rvrduals came down to the bus stop to
bid me farewell. This, was.a very touching
moment, and we all cried, since we were un-
sure when we would see one another again.
Ih IrakIron | becamegart ofa lgvin sprr
itual amhg/rs“rheée were three other] nris-

tian brot a one srster with whom g
met re Hl arly tor study and w?rs ip. | cou
see firsthand the f Ifr ment of Jesus’ prom-

Ise: “No one has left house or prothers gr SIS-
tcers or mother or father or chil ren or freI s
or my sake or the sake

News howr?not etahundrerﬁ‘odno In
this Perrod oftrme ouses and brothers and
sisters and mothers.” (Mark 10:29, 303 My
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Below: With my wife;
left: in 1927; opposite
page: with Minos
Kokkinakis(left) and
another Witness at the
Acropolis, 1939, soon
after return from exile

assrﬁrnment was 10 preach in that city and
In the nearby villages. After I coverad the
cm{ | movedon to Work in the departments
of raklion and Lasithion.

A Lone Pioneer _

I sPent many hours trudugrng from vrllaoe
to village, Moreover, | had"to carrx several
pounds"of printed matter, since shipments
of literature were infrequent. Because | had



nowhere to sIeeP, | would qo into a coffee-
house in the village, wait Till the last pa-
tron left—usually after midnight—sleep on
a couch, and gét up very earI?/ the next
morning beforé the owner starfed servmg
beverages. An untold number of fleas share
those couches with me.

AIthouPh the response of_peoEJIe Was usu-
ally icy, I was haﬁpy to give Jehovah my
youthful wgor._W en | folnd a person who
ivas interesfed in Bible truth, it renewed my
determination to continue with this lifesav-
Ing ministry. Association with my sttuaI
brothers was also refreshing. | used to meet
them after being absent for 20 to 50 days,
depending on how far from the city of Irdk-
lion | was preaching.

| still vividly remember how lonely
| felt one afternoon, especially at the
thought that my Christian brothers and
sisters in Iraklion would have their regu-
|lar meeting that evenmﬁ. My desire”to
see them was so strong that I decided to
walk the more than 15 miles that separat-
ed me from them. | have never walked so
fast. How comforting it was to GHJO%/ the
sweet associatjop of my. hrothers that, eve-
_r%mg a|nd to refill my spiritual reservoir, as
It were!

Before Ion?, my laborious preaching ef-
forts started 10 P{leld fruit. As in the days of
the apostles, ‘Jehovah continued to join g us
those being saved.” (Acts 2:47) The number
of Jehovali’s worshipers started to grow in
Crete. As others gm ed me in the ninjstry
| did not feel alone anymore. We, endured
physical hardship and fierce opposition. Qur
daily food was bread, sugPIemented with
any e%gs, olives, or vegetables we could ?et
In‘exchange for literatire that was accepted
by those We preached to.

In the town of lerapetra, in the southeast-
ern part of Crete, | witnessed to Minos Kok-
kinakis, a cloth merchant. Despite my per-
sistent efforts to start a Bible study with
him, he had little time because of his husy
|ife-style, However, when he finally decided
t0 get serious about his study, he niade dras-
ticthanges In his life. He also became a most
zealous ‘and active proclaimer of the good
news. Emmanuel Paterakis, an 18-yeaf-old
employee of Kokkinakis, was [mpressed b
those changes, and he soon asked for Bible
literature, How %Iad | was t fsee him make

stea_dz_stnual rogress and finally become
a missio ar_){!* _ _
Meanwhile, the congregation back in my

village kept growing and"now had 14 pub-
Iishe%s. I il? nevergforget the (?ay Wh%n I

The Wattoner NQvamber L1, pagee 57"
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read a lefter from my erseg sister Despina
announcrn%t at she and my parents had
embraced the truth and were now baptized
worshipers of Jehovah!

Endurrré%Pe secutron
nishment

The Greek Orthodox Church started to
View our preachrnd activity like a scourge of
devastatrn% locusts, and they were deter
mined to Crush us. In March 1938, | was
brought before the public prosecutor, who
demanded that | leave the area immediately.
ref) led that our preachrng activity was ac-
tuag enef |cra nd tat ourworkwas com
manged g er authority, our mg Je-
SUS Chrrs S atthew 28:19,20; Acts T

The foIIowrng day, | was summoned to the
% |c% statjon. There | was informed

atlhad een Iabeledapublrc anger, and

| was sentenced to one year of banfshment
to the Aegean 1sland of Amorgos. After a few
days,. | was taken In handctiffs by boat to
that island. At Amorgos there were no oth-
er Witnesses of Jehovah. Imagine my sur-
gnse when, after six months, earned that
nother Witness had been banished fo the
Island! Who would he be? Minos Kokkrnak

my Bible student back | |n Crete. H |
Wwas to have a spiritual_companion! Some-
time later, | had the rivilege of baptizing
him in the waters of Amorgos.*

Soon after | returned to Crete, | was again
arrested, and this time | was banished for
SIX month? to, the_small town of Neap oIrs
on tha d. After the end m%
month banishment, | was arrested rrs
oned for ten days, and then sent for our
months to an island reserved for banished
Communists. Irea |ze ow “ were the
words of the %pose Paul: ose esir-
ing to live with"godly devotion in association

victory nvoIvr okkrna
N%nos tgqibdna ee?f n ghltrfarr]lt% of ages
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with Chrrs}t Jesus will also be persecuted.”
—2 Timotny 3:12.

Increase Despite Opposition

With the German occupation of Greece
during the years 1940-44, our preachrn ac-
tivity almost came to a halt. However, Jeho-
vah's people in Greece were quickly reorga-
nized, and we started our preaching activity
anew. Trying to make UP for lost time, we
actively and" zealously pressed on with' the
Kingdom work,

AS expected, relrorous opposition flared
u a?arn Quite often, Greek Orthodox
Rrress would take the 1aw Into their_ own
ands none of the villa es aprrest mstr
gate a mol, against s, The priest himself
tarted beating me while his son was doing
the same from behind. | yushed to a near-
by house for protection, whrle my preaching
companion was dragged to the pablic square



of the village. There, the mobsters tore his
|iterature, and a woman _kei)t yeIIm? from
her balcony, “Kill him!” Finallya doctor and
a passing policeman came to Our rescue.
Later, in 1952, | was again arrested and

was sentenced to four months of banish-
ment, which | served at Kastelli Kissa-
mos, Crete. Immediately afterward, | re-
ceived training to visit th_e_conqregatmns
and strengthen them spiritual ){ ter
spending two years in this t Re_of_ raveling
work, | marriéd a faithful Christian sister’
named Des?ma like my fleshly sister, who
has proved to be a IoYa worshiper of Jeho-
vah ever since. After the Wed_dm% | was as-
signed as a special ?loneer In the town of
Hania, Crete, where 1 still serve.

.During almost 70 years of full-time ser-
vice, | have covereg most of Crete—an island
of 3,200 square miles stretching to a length
of about 150 miles, My greatest hamee_ss
has come from seeing the handful of Wit-
nesses on this island"in the 1930's grow to
more than 1,100 active proclaimers of God’s
Kingdom today. | thank Jehovah for giving
me the opparfunity to have a share in help-
Ing many of these acquire accurate knowl-
edge from the Bible and a wonderful hope
for'the future.

Jehovah, “the Provider of Escape”

Experience has taught me that it takes
endurance and patience to help people get to
know the true God. Jehovah generously pro-
vides these muych needed qualities. During
mey 67 years of full-time service, | have re-
P atedlly reflected on the words of the agos-
le Paul: “In every way we recommend
selves as God’s ministers, by the endurance
of much, by tribulations, by cases of need, by
difficulties, by beatings, by prisons, by disor-
ders, by labors, bzyslee,pless nignts, by times
without food.” (Z Corinthians b:4, 5) Partic-
ularly during my early years of service, my

ur-

financial situatign was very bad. Jehovah,
however, never forsook me“and my family.
He has proved to be a consistent and power-
ful Helper. (Hebrews 13:5, 6) We always saw
his Iovm% hand in both the gathering of his
sht\al\elp and the providing forour needs.
. When I look back and I see that, in a spir-
itual sense, the desert has blossomed, ['am
confident that my work was not in vajn. |
sP_ent the vigor of my youth in the most ben-
eficial way, My career in the full-time min-
Istry has”beeh more meaningful than any
other ﬁursun. Now advancedin age, | can
wholeheartedly encourage younger ones to
rememper théir Grand Creator In the days
of their youth. —Fcclesiastes 12:1. _
Despite being 91 years of age, 1 am still
able to_devote more’than 120°hours in the
preachmg work each month. Every day, | get
uW at 7:30 am. and witness topeople ‘on
the street, in shops, or In_parks. On an av-
erage, | place 150 magazines each month.
Hearing and memorg problems, now make
life difficult for me, but my loving spiritu-
al brothers and sisters—my. [arge”spiritual
famﬂk—as well as the families” of my two
au% ters, have proved to be a real support.
. Above all, | have learned to put my trust
in Jehovah. All along, he has proved to be
“my crag and my stronghold and the Provid-
er Of escape for me."—Psalm 18:2.

In Our Next Issue
Does Anyone Really Care?
Why Keep Your Promises?

Does Jehovah Ask Too Much of Us?
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

Mary Chooses "the Good Portion"

Jesus' day, Jewish women were hemmed in
by rabbinic traditions. Hence, they were dis-
couraged from studying the Law Indeed, one

opinion quoted in the Mishnah stated: "If any man
gives his daughter a knowledge of the Law it is
as though he taught her lechery."— Sotah 3:4.

As a result, many women in first-century Judea
were not well educated. "There is no evidence
that prior to Jesus' ministry Jewish women were
ever allowed to be disciples of a great teacher,
much less travel with such a teacher, or to instruct
anyone other than children," notes The Anchor
Bible Dictionary. In further denigration of wom-
en, some religious leaders even laid down a rule
stipulating that a man should not speak to a wom-
an in public!

Jesus disregarded such ungodly attitudes. He
taught women as well as men, and both men and
women could be found among his followers. (Luke
8:1-3) On one occasion, Jesus was invited to be
a guest of Martha and Mary. (Luke 10:38) These
two women were the sisters of Lazarus, and all
three were disciples and good friends of Jesus.
(John 11:5) This family may have been promi-
nent, considering the great number who came to
comfort Martha and Mary when Lazarus died. In
any event, what occurred in their home when Je-
sus was a guest there provided a valuable lesson
not only for them but also for us.

Learning at the Feet of Jesus

No doubt, Martha and Mary were eager to
provide Jesus with a sumptuous feast, and per-
haps this was well within their means. (Compare
John 12:1-3.) However, when their guest arrived,
Mary "sat down at the feet of the Lord and kept
listening to his word." (Luke 10:39) No tradition
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of men would prevent Jesus from teaching a sin-
cere woman who was so eager to learn! We can
imagine Mary sitting in front of Jesus, putting her-
self in the position of a pupil who is fully absorbed
in listening to the teaching of her Master.— Com-
pare Deuteronomy 33:3; Acts 22:3.

Unlike Mary, Martha "was distracted with at-
tending to many duties.” In preparing an elabo-
rate meal, she was quite busy with her demand-
ing chores. Soon, Martha became upset that she
was left doing all the work while her sister was
sitting at the feet of Jesus! So Martha interrupt-
ed Jesus' words to Mary, perhaps abruptly, stat-
ing: "Lord, does it not matter to you that my sis-
ter has left me alone to attend to things? Tell her,
therefore, to join in helping me."— Luke 10:40.

In itself, there was nothing wrong with Martha's
request. After all, preparing a meal for a group
is hard work, and the burden should not fall on
one person. However, Jesus saw in her statement
an opportunity to teach a valuable lesson. "Mar-
tha, Martha," he said, "you are anxious and dis-
turbed about many things. A few things, though,
are needed, or just one. For her part, Mary chose
the good portion, and it will not be taken away
from her."— Luke 10:41, 42.

Jesus was not saying that Martha lacked inter-
est in spiritual things. On the contrary, he knew
her to be a woman of deep godly devotion.* That
is undoubtedly what prompted her to invite Jesus
to her home in the first place. However, in his mild
reproof, Jesus was pointing out that Martha, by
her anxious attention to the meal, was missing out

* That Martha was a spiritual woman of great faith is ev-
ident from her conversation with Jesus following the death of
her brother, Lazarus. On this occasion, it was Martha who
showed a greater eagerness to meet with her Master.— John
11:19-29.



on a rare opportunity to receive personal instruc-
tion from the Son of God.

Granted, the culture of the day might have sup-
ported the view that a woman's worth was best
proved by her competence at domestic chores.
But Jesus' words showed that women, like men,
could sit down at the feet of the Son of God and
receive the sayings of life! (John 4:7-15; Acts 5:
14) In view of this, it would have been far better
for Martha to provide just a few dishes— or even
just one— if it would have afforded her the op-
portunity to sit at the feet of the Master and learn
from him.— Compare Matthew 6:25.

Lesson for Us

Today, both men and women are found among
those who respond to Jesus' invitation to "take

life's water free." (Revelation 22:17) Moved
by love, some— much like Martha— do their ut-
most to minister to the needs of fellow believers.
They are practical-minded and quick to take ac-
tion, and Jehovah promises to reward their labors
of love. (Hebrews 6:10; 13:16) Others perhaps
more closely resemble Mary. They are quiet and
contemplative. Their eagerness to meditate upon
God's Word helps them to stay solidly rooted in
the faith.— Ephesians 3:17-19.

Both types of individuals fill a vital need in the
Christian congregation. In the end, however, all
should ‘choose the good portion' by putting pri-
mary emphasis on spiritual things. By making sure
of the more important things, we will have Jeho-
vah's favor and blessing.— Philippians 1:9-11.
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ccasionally, some people
pointedly accuse Jehovah's
Witnesses of breaking up
marriages. However,
numerous successful mar-
riages where only one
spouse is one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses show
this to be far from the
truth. Taking heed of
the Bible's counsel in
family life makes for
happy marriages, as
the following letter
published in a French
newspaper shows.

"For almost 28 years
now, I've been the hap-
py husband of a charming
wife who is one of Jehovah's
Witnesses. She raised my five
children, of whom two were not her
own, with equal care and much love. Be-
ing at the present time a company director
with 45 employees, | can assure you that
she has contributed greatly to my profes-
sional success. That is why when | saw an
article in my regular newspaper present-
ing Jehovah's Witnesses as athreat to the
Lot-et-Garonne region, | decided to pro-
vide you with an authoritative testimony."

The letter also says: "They do not smoke
or get drunk. Is this a threat? They are
tolerant Christians who do not impose on
anybody the rules that they follow. Rath-
er, they are an example in many areas....
They are not involved in financial scandals
or in drug trafficking. They do not take a

“Happy
Husband

of a
Charming
Wife"

vow of chastity, and | can assure you, they
live normal lives. . ..

"You may well ask me: So why aren't
you yourself one of Jehovah's Witnesses?
Because Christian faith and strict morals
are needed, and these are not easily found
among common mortals."
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