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DoYouLove Life?

W T ET. me see the
Il%nt. These are
1 he words that
the Italian poet Giacomo
Leopardi reportedly ut-
tered to those atfend-
Ing to him just before his
death. The words sutqgest
man’s desperate atfdch-
ment ﬁ? life, represented

y 1gNt. .
At%a_chme_nt to life is
a precious impulse that
moves most indiviquals to
avoid dangers and to, do
all they can to keep ||V|nq.
In this, man is not greal-
y different from the ani-
mals, which have a strong
survival instinct. _

_ But what kind of life
is truly Worth(Y of _bemg{
lived and loved? It is no
mere physiological exis-
tence—just breathing and moving. Nor does
general” satisfaction”come from™a get-as-
much-out-of-life-as-possible approach,
The Epicurean philosophy, “let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we” are to die,” has
not brought contentment to peogle for the
most paft. (1 Corinthians 15:32) While
man certainly has a number of basic mate-
rial needs, he also has cultural and social
Interests, not to mention spiritual needs,
tied o faith 1n a Supreme Being. Sad-
ly, hundreds of millions, if not billions, of
{Yeogle engog/ little more than_mere exis-
ence becduse of miserable social and envi-
ronmental conditions In many areas of
the globe. Any who limit theniselves pri-

marily to satisfying their
physical needs—eating,
drinking, having, posses-
sions, Qr gratifying sex-
ual desires—more Or less
lead an animal existence,
from which they draw
scant contentment. In ef-
fect, they make no use of
the moré meaningful re-
sour?ef thai1 life” offers
to fulfill the human intel-
lect and emotions. More-
over, any who seek to_sat-
Isfy just their e_?mstlc
desirés not only faif to get
the hest out of life but
also damage the somet% in
which they live, and they
do not promote the inter-

ests of others.
Confirming this, a Jud%e
who deals with {uvenle
.offenders says that “crises
of values, exaltation of negative role models,
and success by quick andeasy enrichment
tend to_“promote. an exaggerated spirit of
competition.” This |eads 0 behavior that
IS damagmg to society and destructive to
youths, &spécially when they turn to drugs.
- You know_that life offers manr attrac-
tions—vacations in fascmatmq]paces, In-
teresting reading or research, Rleasant
company, heautifll music. And there are
other actvities that bring satisfaction great
and small. Those with a deep faith in"God,
ﬁnd %artlcularl in the God of the Bjble, Je-
O-Vﬁ . have more r?asons to love [ife. True
faith 15 a source o strength and se_re_nltr
that can help people to dgal with difficult
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times. Believers in the true God can confi-
dently say; “Jehovah is my helper; [will not
be afraid.” SHebrews 13:6) Peaple acquaint-
ed with God’s love feel Toved by him: They
respond to hrs Iove drawing deep joy from
t. (L John 4:7, 8, 16) They'can lead an ac-
trve and altrurstrc life that is @ source of
satisfaction. It is just as Jesus Christ said:
“There is more Nappiness in 0grvrng than
there is in receiving."—Acts 20:3
Sadl fy there is another side to the pres-
ent life. There are_widespread sufferrn([q
injustice, poverty, sickness, and death—
mention just some. of the parn ul features
that often make Irfe barel IX toIerabIe Th e
rich, powerful, and wise King Solomon of
the ancient nation of Israel Iacked none of
the resources that can make people hap-

ﬁy Yet there was something that troubled
Im—the realization that at death he would
have to Ieave to someone eIse all that i é
hard work é)er ormed ‘vvrt wrsdom ﬁn
with knowledge and with proficiency,” had
procured for fim.—Eccleslastes 2:17-21.
Lik ?Iomon most are Eware of the brev-
ity of lite, which slips by all tog rapid-
Iy The Scriptures say that God thas put
etergrtly int our minds.” (Ecclesiastes 3:
ng on) This sense of eternity moves
man to pander life’s brevity. In the long run,
withou frn neg con\érncrﬂg answers, {0 the
meaning of |l eath, one can_becom
burdened with feelings_of pessimism an
futility. This can make life sad,
Arg there Ia[rswers to man’s anourshed

questions? Will there ever be conditions to
make life more attractive and lasting?

Enjoy “the Real Life”

HOVAH GOD has given man the per-
eptron of eternrty (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
This makes humans feel powerless in

the face of death but, at the same time,
arouses in them an unrelenting desire to

The Holy Bible, God’s inspired Word,
gives us great hope. (2 Timothy 3:16) Jeho-
vah, who'is the essence of love, could not
have made man with the abiljty to grasp
the concept of eterpity and then “con-
demned him to live forjust a few years,

reatrn us to e tormented over our lot
IS Si Io}/contranr to God's personality. We
were ot created like unreasonrng animals

born naturallg to be caught and déstroyed.”
Peter 2

In creating Adam and Eve with an in-
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trinsic sense of eternrty Jehovah God made
somethrn% very (1100 he made them with
the potential for Tiving forever. (Genesis 1:
31) But sadly, the first'couple misused their
frée will, disobeying an explicit prohibition
from the Creatar and losing their original
Perfectron As a result, théy died, having
ransmitted imperfection and death to their
gelsé:endants— enesis 2:17; 3:1-24; Romans

The Bible leaves no aura of myster?{
around the purpose of life and what deat
means. It says that in death “there is no
work nor devising nor knowledge nor wis:

dom™ and that the dead “are consorous of
nothrng at aII Ecclesrastes9510) In oth-
er words, the dead are dead. The doctrine of

the immortal soul is not Biblical, so there I



no profound mg/stery to be soIved about the
condition of thé dead.—Genesis 3;19; Psalm
1464 Ecclesrastes319 20: Ezekrel 18:4.*
urlpose he drd not cregte the

art orno hrn He ormed It “t0
em réper ect mans In paradrse
condrtons %nd od h asln changed his pur-
Pose Isal 8: Ma 0 To realize
t. he sent pis Sontothe eart By remain-
m]g faitnful until death, Jesus Chrrst provig-
th e means to ransom mankmd rom sin
a] death. In acL esus said: God loved
the world so muc tha}t he gave his only-
h @?tteﬂ Son mordert %v one exercrs

n him mjaht not stro ed but
eever astmgwg —John 3 Y

Long, a%s God romrsed that h% would
lcarﬁaé%n heavens and a new earth,’ @

[: 2 Peter 313& That Would IV Ive

his choosin imited group of faitht
Chrrstrans 8 ?rfe |n hea\?e tpo etherwrth
sus nrist, th ev form a overnm%nti
eus FeBrbIe efers to fis as te in
heavens,” or q om of G
% a mrnrster t hrn%s on t
eartn.” (I atthew 4:17: I% éransl
10; RTve ation 5:9,10: 141 ) After estroa

Ing all qodlessness on our o be and purif
h(glmrt or! W”F bring mga rhg teorrr)s ne
an socret

% new eart rs wi|

In cu en eoR whom God ?ro fects through

the n} Inentd estructrono thrswrce ss

Sl R

t 0Se WhQ are bro Igntet;/ack toie nrou X
the promised resurrection.—John 5:28,

Acts 24:15.
f“r-rl-nrae oR egtl‘ t'hlefeth rT IrI]enn SCr
irmai | l
tion o?? eontn r%uture Paraﬁrs gartﬁ 8d
says. Look Iam making all things new.”

*ForarWa]rl amrnatr ggtt\m e%e

tﬁtower le an Trac ocr
ork Inc.

(Revelation 21:5) 1t is |mpossrble for the
Auman mrnd t ras |yt e marvelous
workst at God er Irfgrto m for man |nd
God will cre%te awo |e ara Ise, mod-
eIed after Eden. guke As In Eden
beauty and tP easa tness of color, sound, and
taste WI e a undant. overt and food
short vv)r enom re, orrelga]rdrngthat
trmet e Bible says: “The formert mg
assed away.” (Revelation 21:4; Psalm 72
omoreerI anyone say, “I am sick,” aerI
ness will be eliminated forever, %sarah 33
24) 'Yes, all causes of pain will disappear,
including mankind’s | ng standing enemy,
death. ( t‘ﬁorrnthransl ) Inan amazrg
vision of the “new eartn,” the new huma
ﬁocreéy under Christ’s ruIe éhe aPostIe John
eard’a voige saying: “IGod] will wipe out
every tear from their eyes, “and death will
be no more, nerther will mournrng nor qut-
cry nor arn he anymore.” What coulg brin
g eater comfort and Jo vthan the fqurIImen
f this diving promise?
In descrrbm future life, the Bible Partrc
u r%hasrzes conditions that wil satri
man’s, ora and spiritual aspirations. All
| egustr eals for which_mankind has vain-
{M ruhggl% ltér)ttArl now vtvhrll be quy attarned
atthew mong these is the desire for
Justice, which'has remained Unful ﬁfd be-
cause man has often been afflicted by cruel
oppressors who have dominated the” weak.
ccles] astes 8:9) The psalmrst wrote P
eca ofcondrtronsunﬁ hrrstﬁu
avs uprightness shall flouris and
Peacrf Inp nltg ZPsalm 72:7, The New Je-
usalem Bib
Eualrt is anothera |rat|on for which
manPr ”ergaescr In, the “re-
creation,” God will anolis drscrrmrnatron
S atth%vv 19; ﬁ8 AIIWlIIenm the same ddr -
This wr not b eecgu t |mpose
some harsh overnmet regime. O
ntrar Jte ses of scrrm natronwrllg
rmrn te inc udrng t e greed and pride
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that lead men to seek dominatjon over others
or to amass huge ampunts of goods. Isaiah
prophesre - “Thiey will certainly burld hous-
esan haveoeeupanc and they will certain-
?/gant vineyards and eat their fruitage.
h pr | not burld and someone else have 0c-
cup ncy they will not plant and someone
else dothe eating."—Isalah 65:21, 22.

How man has suffered because of blood-
shed in both personal and collective warfare!
This has con Inued from the murder of Abel

own to the ars% the present trme How
on? humans have oge an waited, seem-
mg In vain, for peace to pe established!

n"the restored Paradise, all men will be
eacea le and meek; they will “find their ex-
uisite delight in the abundance of peace.
a9 s “The eart wil e

salg says; “The earth will certain-
ly be filled wrthythe know?ed e of Jehovah
as the waters are covering fne. very sea.
Because of inherited impérfection, “among
other things, it is npt possible for s to-
day to understand fully the scope of those
woyds. How perfect knowledge of God will
unige us with him and how that will result
in full joy, we may yet have to learn. But
since the Scriptures inform us that Jehovah
IS @ God marvelous in power, wisdom, jus-
tice, and love, we can be'certain that he will
hear all prayers expressed by the inhabit-
ants of the “new earth.’

“The Real Ljife”

IsaCertarnty— rasp It!
For many eternal I|Ie ina better onrId
Mustadeam or an 1lusion, owever
those who truly have faith in the B |bes
gromrse this hope IS a certainty. It 1s like an
nehorforhherr weﬁ (Hebrew 6(]19 Just as
an anehp olds as ﬁstead revents
|tfrom ounderrnq e Nop ofeternal [
ma es Hpeo le stable and confident and. en-
ables them to confront the serious drfficul-
ties in Irfe and even overcome them.
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We can be s]ure that God will fqurII his
romrses He has even urnrshe a guar-

antee %utterrn g an oath, an irrevotanle
commrt ent. The apostle Paul wrote: God
when h purposed {0 demonstrate more

abundantly to the heirs of the promise the
unchangedbleness of his counsel, step ed in
with an’oath, in order that, through. two un-
changeable things in whrch it |s impossi-
ble for God to li§, we ma]y have stron%
encouragement to lay hold or the_hope s
before Us. (H%brews 18) The “two
unc a 9eab|e t mgs that' God can never
annul are his promise and his oath onwhich
We base our expectations.
Farth In Gods [promrses
comfort and spirjtual stren% hila, a
leader of the geo ple of Israel ad suoh faith.
When Joshua gave his farewell speech to
the Israelites, hie was old and knew that he
Wwas about to %re Yet, he expressed stren th
and unbreakanle lo altz which sp rang
oomplete rust in Gog* promrp}es 1‘saay
g hat ne was going “in tewaYo
h earth the path ‘that leads all man-
“You well

kind to_death, Joshua stated:
know with all your hearts and with all your
souls that not one word out of all the good
words that Jehova our G0 d has spoken to
ou has failed. Te ave come true for
ou. Nat one word of them has faile ?
hree trmes I]oshua repeated that G d
ways keeps all his pro |ses—Joshua
Yoy to0 can have the same farth in Gods
promrse ofanewwor tatwr soon e 5-
ablished. By earne ty (dwng h}e Brﬁ
KOUWI ome to understand who Jehovah Is
hy edeserves ourfuIItrust (Revela-
tion 4 P braham, ra aac aco and
pt %r Taithful oneso old had unbrea a(ple
art based on th err |nt|m te knowle gg
the true] God, Jehovah. ¥ remain
stron In hope, esprtete fact that the
drd oi get the fulfillment of the promis-
s” while“they were alive. Still, “they saw

rovrdes Sreat



them afar off and welcomed them."—He-
brews 11:13.
Understandln% Bible propheues We now
seet e apIEroac of “th egreat day of God
durm which the garth will
be ceanse f all chkedness (Revelation
16:14,16) L|ke faithful men of old, we must
remain In confident exPectatlon of future
events, motivated by faith as well as by love
for God and for “the real life.” The nearness
fthe new world provides a strong inc ntlvg
or those who exercise faith in Jenovanh an
who love him. Such faith and love need to be
cultivated |n order fo gain Gods favor and
Rrotgcnon urma%hlsgreat aZ which is at
B anian 2:372 Thessalonians 1:3;
Hebrews 1

So, doyou Iove I|fe7 And do you desire even

more “the real life"—life as an aPproved Ser-
vant of God, with the Prospecto a happy fu-
ture, yes, with eternal [ife'in view? I thiat is
what you seek, heed the exhortation of the
apostle Paul, who wrote that we should ‘rest
oUr hope, not on uncertain riches, but on
God.. Paul continued: “Be rich in fine warks,”

which honor God, 50 as o “get.a firm hold on
the real life."—1 Timothy 6:17-19.

By accepting the offer of a Bible study
with I]ehovehs Witnesses, ou can a(:ﬂuwe
knowledge that “means ever astmg
;John 17.3) Lovingly, the Bible records this
atherly invitationto all: “My son, my law do
not forget and my commandments nfay your
heart Observe, because length of days and
years of ife and feace will be added t0 you.”
—Proverbs 3
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KEEP ANGER
FROM STUMBLING YOU

yy "AKE adeep breath!” “Count to ten!”

“Bite your fongue!” Are these

| _phrases familiar"to you? Perhaps

you recite, them to yourself to calm an in-

ner agitation. Some people, in an effort to

revent an_anqry outburst, go for a walk.

hese are simple'ways to manage anger and
preserve relationships with othiers.

_In recent years, though, conflicting ad-
vice from professionals ‘on whether anger
should be controlled or suppressed leaves
many confused. For example, some psychol-
ogists have advanced the theory that™if it
makes you feel better,” give vent to your
anger. Others warn that fegular outbursts
of anger are “a stronger prédictor of dying
young than %reﬂ other risk factors such as
smoking, high blood pressure, and high cho-
lesterol.” God’s Word plainly states: “Let
anger alone and leave rage; do_not show

ourselt heated up only to"do evil.” (Psalm

7:8n) Why does the Bible give such specific
courisel? _

Uncontrolled emotions lead to uncon-
trolled deeds. This became evident very ear-
ly in-man’s history. We read: “Cain grew
fiot with great anger, and his countenance
began to Tal].” \/ﬁwere did this lead !]lm?
HIS anger gripped him and took control, so
much So that It hardened his heart to Je-
hovah’s admonition to turn to domg good.
Cain’s unbridled amf;er_led him Int (grave
s_|n4—§h8e murder of his brother.—Gene-
SIS 4:3-8.

Saul, the first klnﬁ of Isragl,_was similar-
ly overtaken when fie heard David receive

great praise. “The women that were cele-
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brating kept respon_dm% and saying: ‘Saul
has struck down his thousands, and Da-
vid his tens of thousands.” And Saul be-
gan to be very angry, and this saying was
ad from his”viewpoint.” An%er 50 domi-
nated Saul’s thinking that it Qrove him_to
make several assassination attempts on Da-
vid. Even though David made overtures for
friendship, Saul was unwilling to pursue
Peace and reconciliation. Ultimately, he to-
ally lost Jehovah's favor.—1 Samdel 18:6-
11:°19:9,10; 24:1-21; Proverbs 6:34, 3b.

Inevitably, when one gives way to un-
controlled anger,_ he or she will“say and
do things that will hurt everyone involved.
(Proverbs 29:22) Cain and Saul became. an-
gry because each, in his own way, was jeal-
0us and envious. However, anng reacfions
can occur for various reasons. An un{ustl-
fied criticism, an insult, a misunderstand-
Ing, or unfair treatment could be the spark
that ignites an outburst,

The examples of Cain and Saul suggest a
serious deﬁmenc‘;f held in common.”Cain’s
offering apparently lacked the motivation of
faith. (Hebrews 11:4) Saul’s failure to obey
Jehovah’s express commands and his Subse-
Hueqt attemphe, a{ self-Justlflc.atlon ed to

1S losing God’s favor dnd sP_mt. Clearly,
both men breached their relationship wi
Jehovah. o _

Contrast such dispositions with that of
David, who had reason to be angry over
the treatment he experienced from' Saul.
David restrained his spirit. Why? He
said: “It is unthinkable, on mY part, from
Jehovah’s standpoint, that 1 should do



this thing to my lord,
the anointed_ of Jeho-

vah.” David had clear-
I In mind_his relation-
ship with Jehovah, and
it affected his dealrn?
with Saul. He humbly
left matters in Jeho-
vah'’s hands.—1 Samu-
el 24:6,15.

Indeed, the implica-
tions of uncontrolled
anger are serious. The
apostle Paul cautroned

‘Be wrathful _and yet
do not sin.” (Ephesians
4:26) While rrﬁhteous
indignation Ras its
place, there is an ever-
present danger that
anger couldbecome
ouf stumbling block,
No wonder then, that o
we face the challenge
of controlling our an-  “
ger. Howcan we do s0?

Aprrman( wayisto o
develop a strong rela-
It_rlonshr p with Je ovtah ot and

encourages you to open your heart an
mpind to hrar% Ty?l him pourycares and con-
cerns, and ask for calm heart to subdue an-
ger. (Proverbs 14:30) Be assured that “the
e eso f Jehovah areu on the rightegus ones,

1P |esteerars are toward their supplication.”

Pra er can mold and_ quide you. In what
way? Tt can have a profound effect on your
dealings with others. Remember how Jeho-
vah has dealt with you, As the Scriptures
say, Jehovah “has not done to s even ac-
cording to our sins.” (Psalm 103 10) Afor-
grvrngs Irit is vital so that you not
e overreached by Satan.” ( Corrnt jans

STEPS TO CONTROL ANGER

Pray to Jehovah.— Psalm 145:18.

Daily examine the Scriptures.
— Psam 119:133, 165.

Keep busy in worthwhile activities.
— Galatians 6:9, 10.

2:10, 1lg Furthermore,
prayer serves to open
your heart to the guid-
ance of the holy ‘Spir-
it, which can overturn
strongly entrenched
patterns in life, Jeho-
vah gladly gives g
Reace that excels all
thought,’ whrch can fe-
leasé you from the
grip prn% Ibower of an-
er—P pprans47

Pra%er however,
must be coupled with
a_reqular examination
of the Scriptures in or-
der for us to “go onper-
cejving what the will of
Jehovah is. § phesians
5:17: James 3:17) If you
Personall have a hard
ime controlling Your
anger strive fo get J
hovah sthrnkrv\donthe
matter. Review scri
tures specifical Yrelat
ed to the controlling of
anger.

The apostle Paul offers this important re-
minder: “Let us work what Is good toward
all, but especially toward those Telated to us
|n the faith.” (Galatians, 6:10) Focus your
thoughts and deeds on doing dood to qthers.
Such™wholesome, positive activity will en-
courage empathy and trust and will. miti-
gae Tisunderstandings that can easily re-
ult in anqer

The psalmist said: “Fix my own stePs sol-
idly 1n your saying, and may nokind of hurt-
fu | thinig domineer over me. Abundant peace
be onr_ﬁ] to those Iovrng Blaw and for
them There 1s_no stumbling block.” (Psalm
119:133, 165) That can be tfue of you too.
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Greek text: From the book Ancient Greek Writers
Plato's Phaedo, 1957, loannis N. Zacharopoulos, Athens;
Plato; Musei CapitoKni, Roma

‘Christianity, though hostile topagan Greek and Roman culture,

infact absorbed much classical philosophy.'
—The Encyclopedia Americana.

A M?FG those wh had adeﬂrhtlve in- R |1e Chnstgndoms of medieval Roman Ca-

uence on hr|st|an t olicism and Renaissance Protestantism.”
JL JL “Saint™ Augustine holds an un |s Au usnne% %(cy IS m%eed enduring.
putfd g gmon Accordln%to The New n Speaki %oft tent tow Ich Greek ph-
CyC ﬁ la Britannica, Augustine’s “mind oso hy Nas influenced Christendom, Doug-
was the crucible in which thé reljgion of the ."Holden s%ate “Christian theolog
New Testament was maost complétely fused 1as ecome so used with Gree pllos
Wlth the Platonlc traditjon of Greek philos- g %t at It h as reared |nd|V|duasw %are
Oﬁ) y; and it was also the means by which Ixture of nine arts Gree thougnt to

the product of this fusion was transmitted  one part Christian thought.”
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. Some scholars strongly be-
lieve that such philosophical
Influence enhanced Christian-
ity in.its infancy, enriched its
teaching, and made it more
convincing. Was this the case?
How and ‘when did the influ-
ence of Greek philosophy take
place? Did it, in fact, enrich or
did it pollute Christianity?
It is enlightening to trace a
number of developments from
the third century B.C.E. to_the fifth cen-
tury CE. through an examination of four
strange terms: (1) “Hellenized Judaism,”
(2) “Christianized Hellenism,” (3) “Hellen-
Bz;ﬁ Christianity,” and (4) “Christian philos-
V.

“Hellenized Judaism”

The first, “Hellenized Judaism,” is tru-
I% a contradiction. The original rellgnmn of
the Hebrews, which was ifstituted ¥th_e
true God, Jehovah, was not to be_contami-
nated with false religious ideas. gDeuteron-
omy 12:32; Proverhs 30:5, 6) Right from the
start, however, punt)(_ of worship came up-
der threat of corruption. by the false reli-
gious practices and thinking that surround-
ed it—such as the influence from Egyptian,
Canaanite, and Babylonian sources. Sad to
say, Israel allowed its true worshT to_be-
come deeply corrupted. —Judges 2:11-13,

Centuries later, when ancient Palestine
became part of the Greek Empire under
Alexander the Great in the fourth cen-
tury B.CE.. this corruption plumbed new
depths and left behind a lasting and corro-
sive legacy. Alexander recruited Jews into
his army.” The contacts between the Jews
and their new conqueror deeply. influenced
Jewish religious thinking. Judaistic educa-
tion was, genetrated bP/ ellenistic thou?ht.
High Priest Jason Is reputed to have estab-

lished a Greek academy in Je-
rusalem in 175 B.CE, to pro-
mote the study of Homer.

Interestingly, a Samaritan
writing in"the second half
of the Second century B.CE.,
sought to Pre_sent Bible histo-
r)A as Hellenized historiogra-
E Y, Agocgl_phal Jewish bodks,

uch as Judith and Tobit, actu-
ally allude to Greek eratic leg-
ends. A number of Jewish J)hl-
losophers appeared who attempted to
reconcile Greek thought with the Jewish re-
ligion and the Bible. o
_ The figure that is most credited with this
is Philo, a Jew of the first century CE. He
appropriated the doctrines of Plato (fourth
century B.C.E.), the Pythagoreans, and the
Stoics, Jews, were_profoundly influenced
Philo’s views. Summing up this intel-
|éctual infiltration of Gregk thought into
Jewish culture, Jewish author Max"Dimont
says: “Enriched with Platonic th_ought, Ar-
Istotelian logic, and Euclidian scienCe, Jew-
ish scholars approached the Torah with new
tools.... They proceeded to add Greek rea-
son to Jewishrevelation.

In time, the Romans ahsorbed the Greek
Empire, taking over Jerusalem. This opened
the way for éven more 3|gcn|f|cant chang-
es. By ‘the third century ‘C.E., the philo-
sophical and religious doctrines of thinkers
who, endeavoredto develop and synthesize
the ideas of Plato took their definitive form,
known collectively today as Neoplatonism.
This sch(?ol ?f thought \as bound to have a
profound Influence on apostate Christianity.

“Christianized Hellenism”
During the first five centuries of our com-
mon erd, certain Intellectyals sought to
demonstrate a relationship hetween Greek
philosophy and the revealed truth of the

THE WATCHTOWER— AUGUST 15, 1999 11



Bible. The book A History of Christianity
states: “Christian meta?hyswmns were t0

ortray the Greeks in thé decades before

hrist’as strugqllng manfully byt blindly
towards a knowledge_of God, trymﬁ 8 it
were, fo conjure up Jesus out of the thin
Athenian air, to invent Christianity out of
their Poor pagan heads.”

Plotinus (205-270 C.E.), a precursor of
such thinkers, developed a system that was
based chiefly on Plato’s theory of ideas. Plo-
tlnus mtroduced the concept of a soul sepa-
rate romt ebod)(_| rofessorE W Hopklns
said of Plotinus: “His theology. .. had noit-
tle influgnce upon the Ieaders of Christian
opinion.

ized C |s jani
E‘QIEHHSUa h| 0s0p y
) Startmg in the second century CE,
Christian” thinkers made a determined ef-
fort to reach the pagan intellectuals. De-
spite the apostle Paul’s clear warning
against “the empty speeches that violate
what is holy” and “the contradictions of the
falsely called knowledge,™ such teachers
Integrated in their teac mgs philosophical
elenents from the surrounding Hellenistic
culture (1 Timothy 6:20) The example of
Philg seemed to su est that it migh
possible to reconcil e e B|b e W|th
Ic |deas—C0mPare2 eter L.

The real victim, of course Was Biblical
truth. “Christian” teachers tried to show
that Christiapity was in harmon¥ Wlth
Greco-Roman humanism. Clement of Alex
andria and Origen (second and third centu
rigs C.E.) made Neoplatonism the foundation
of what came to be “Christian philosophy.”
Ambrose d(339 -397 C.E.), bishop of Milan, had

“absorbed the most up-to-ate Greek learn-
ing, Christian and pagan alike—notably the
works ... of the pagan Neoplatonist Ploti-
nus.” He tried to' provide educated Latins

aton
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with a classmal version of Christianity. Au-
qustine followed suit,

A centur g later, Dionysius the Areopagite
galso style pseudo -Dionysius), Probably a

yrian monk, tried to unite Neoplatonic phi-
losophy with “Christian” theology. Accord-
Ing 10 One enc¥cloped|a his “wrifings estab-
lished a definite Neoplatonic trend in alarge
segment of medieval Christian doctring and
spirituality. . . that has determined facets
of its religious and devotional character to
the present time.” What a flagrant flouting
of the apostle Paul’s Warnln? against “thé
Phllosoh and empty deception according

the tradition of mén”—Colossians 2:8.

Corrupting Pollutants

It has been noted that “the Christian
Patomsts anve pnmacy to revelation and
regarded Platonic philosophy as the best
avallable mstrument for understandmg and
defending the teachings of Scripture and
church tradition.”

Plato himself had been convinced that
there exists an immortal soul. S|Pn|f|cant
ly, one of the most prominent false teach
|n%s that crept into “Christian” theology
is that of the immortality of the soul. Ac-
cepting this teaching can’in no way be jus-
tified On the grounds that domq S0 miade
Christianity more appealtn% to the mass-
es. When preaching in Athens, the very
heart of Greek culture, the apostle Paul did
not teach the Platonic doctrine.of the soul.

Rather, he preached the Christian doctrhne
of the resurrection, eventhou?h many of his
Greek listeners found it hard 1o accept what
he said.—Acts 17:22-32.

Contrary to Greek philosophy, the Scrip-
tures clearly show that the soul is not what
a erson nds but what he IS. (Genesis 2.7

eath, the soul ceasef to exist. E|zek|e
18 Ecclesiastes 95 tells us; “The Tiving
are conscious that they will die; but as for



the dead, they are conscious of nothing at
all, neither do the% anymore have wages, be-
cause the remembrance of them has been
forgotten.” The doctrine of the immortality
of the soul is not taught in the Bible.

Another deceptive teaching had to do
with the position of the prehuman Jesus,
the notion that he was equal fo ms Father.
Explains the book The Church of the First
Three Centuries: “The doctrine of the
Trinity.,. had its orlqln In a source entirely
foreign from that of the Jewish and Chris-
tian “Scriptures.” What was that source?
The doctrine “grew up, and was ingrafted
on Christianity, through the hands”of the
Platonizing Fathers.”

Indeed, as time went by and the Church
Fathers became increasingly. influenced
by Neoplatonism, the Trinitdrians gained
ground. Third-centur NeoRIatomc philos-
ophy seemingly enabled them to recon-
cile the irreconcilable—to make a threefold
God appear like one God, By Rhl|080phlca|
reasoning they claimed that three persons
could be one God while retaining their indi-
viduality! .

The fruth of the Bible, however, clearl
shows that Jehovah alone is Almlghty Go
Jesus Christ 15 His lesser created Son, and
the holy spirit is His active force. (Deuteron-
omg 6:4; 1saiah 45:5: Acts_2:4; Colossians
1:15; Revelation 3:14) The Trinity doctrine
dishonors the only true God and confuses
people, turning them away from a God they
cannot comprehend. o

One more victim_of the Neoplatonic in-
fluence on Christian thinking was the
Scripture-based millennial hope. (Revela-
tion 20:4-6) anen was_ noted for his con-
demnation of millennialists. Why was he so
opposed to this well-founded Biblical doc-
trhne of Christ’s rule cifone thousand years?
The Catholic Encyclopedia answers: “In

view of the Neo-Platonism onwhich his doc-
trines were founded ..., [Origen] could not
side with the millenarians.”

The Truth

None of the above-mentioned deveIoR-
ments had anything to do with the truth.
This truth is the entire quy of Christian
teachings as found in the Bible. (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:2:°Titus 11, 14; 2 John 1-4) The Bible
Is_the one and only source of truth.—John
17:17; 2 Timothy 3:16.

However, the enem}/ of Jehovah, of truth,
of humankind, and of everlasting life—Sa-
tan the Devil, the “manslayer” and the “fa-
ther of the lie"—has used a variety of de-
vious ways to adulterate that trutfi. (John
8:44; compare 2 Corinthians 11:3) Among
the most powerful tools he has used are the
teachings of pagan Greek philosophers—ac-
tually & reflection of his own thinking—in
an effort to alter the content and nature of
Christian teachmqs. _ o

This unnatural blending of Christian
teaching with Greek philoSophy is an at-
tempt t0 dilute Bible truth, diminishing its
strength and appeal to the meek, sincere,
and téachable truth seekers. (L Corinthians
3:1, 2,19, 20) It also tends to defile the pu-
rity of crystal-clear Biblical doctring, mak-
ing the line between truth and falsehood
appear fuzzy. o

oday, under the_direction.of the Head of
the congregation, Jesus Christ, true Chris-
tian teaching has been restored, Also, sin-
cere seekers of truth can very easily identify
the true Christian congregation b’Y Its fruits,
(Matthew 7:16, 20) Jefovah's Witnesses are
wﬂlmq and eager to help such ones find the
unadulterated waters of truth and to assist
them to get a firm hold on the inheritance of
everlasting life offered by our Father, Jeho-
vah.—John 4:14; 1 Timothy 6:19.
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Livin[?, b|¥ faith
IN GOD"S PROMISES
am  theDivine One and there is no other God, nor anyone like me;

the One tellingfrom the beginning thefinale, andfrom long ago thé things
that have not been done. - —isaian 469, 10.

fairs? Opinions vary. One V|ew |s vah causes himself to ethe Fulflller of all
that he Is not nvolved at all. H his p ertses Consequentl Z Jehoval is spo-
ing. set things in motion thr? ?h creatheho as ormm? or fashioning, his pur-
ne'is either tnwilling or unable to act mpnse concerning Tufure events or actions.
behalf, In this view, God is Itke a father who (2 Kings 19:25;"Isaiah 46:11) These terms
puts hIS S0n 0N & New blcYcle steadies It and ~ are from the Hebrew word Ya -tsar’, relat-
glves It a push to start his son down the e to the word meanln? “potter.” (Jeremiah
0ad Afterthat the fathervvalks away The  18:4) Just as a skillful potter can shape a
Ylson IS an ema?/ { a%/not [lump of clay into a beautiful vase, Jehovah
Either way, the matter s out of the father’s  can shape, .or maneuver, hlngs o accom-
hands. plish his will —Ephesians 1:1
2. Another view is that God is acfively di- 4 For example, God purposed that the
recting every aspect of our lives and that earth would be aplace ofexqmshe beauty to
he 1s directly involved with ever occur- be inhabited by perfect, obedient humdns.
ren% throughout hlS reatlon If this 15 (Isaiah 45: 155} Y_on before he created the
OWever, some woul COHCU de that God ~ first man and woman, Jehovah made | ovm
caises nof only the good things that hap- Preparatlon for them. The op pening ch ap
pen but also the crime and tradedy that af-  ters of the hook of Genesis descrlbe o Je-
lict humankmd Knowing the trath about  hovah established day and night, land_and
God's dealings will.nelp US know what to ex- - sea "Next he created ve?etahon and animal
pect of nim, It will also fortify our faith  [ife. This preparation of the earth for hu-
In tttre%rg\(;vrstall? lfulflllment of his promises.  man harb|tat|on |rttvolved many thlousahdsI (%f
Central to the question of God’s involve- year%e ?r%m egn%s Shcgﬁﬁasn” gcomtRee”
ﬂ in human affairs Is the fact tha| JeNo- [ives in'Eden, a delightful paradise that was
va Is a God of RUFDOSG That is implicitin - fylfy rowsmned s0_that they could enjoy
his very name. “Jehovan” means “He Causes [ife; (Genesis 1:31) Thus Jefovah was di-

rectly invalved in earth’s affairs, progres-
, 2. Wh diff b d’
invoiverment in earth s atfairey. 200Ut SO gfvely fashioning his warks to his lofty pur-
3. (8 How do we know that Jehovah is a God of

purpose? (b) Why is Jehovah spoken of as ‘form- 4. How did God prepare the earth for human
ing,” or fashioning, his purpose? habitation?

H OW involved is God |n earth’s af-  to Become.” With progressive action, Jeho-
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nose. Did the expansion of the human fam-
ily change his involvement?
Jepova ts His
eaPn S {m-fumans
5Though havrng the power to do S0, Jeho
vah does”not diréct.and_control ever
tail of human activity. There are re sons
for thrs One is that humans Wwere creat-
ed in God’s | |ma?e having free will, being
free moral_agents, Jehovah does not force
us to do his bidding; neither are we pup-
riets (Deuteronom 30:19, 20; Joshua 24
od]g he holds us accountable for, our

acts, God has lovingly allowed us consider-
able freedom to decide how we will manage
our lives—Romans 14:12; Hebrews 4.13,

6Another reason why God does not direct
everything that happéns relates to the is-
sue that Satan raised in Eden Satan chal-
Ienged God’s soverergnty He offered Eve

hat seemed to be a rt)portumttr for In-
dependence—an offer that she andater her
husband, dam accepted. O(Genesrs316) In
response, God has all owe humans to rule
themselves for a period of time to prove
whether Satan’s challende was justrfred For
this reason, the wrong hings that peo ple
do toda¥ cannot be blamed o G od Moses
wroteo ebelrous Pe(wle “They have act-
ed rurnousyont eir own part; they are not
[Gad sl children, the defect is their own.’
—Deuteronomy 32:5

THowever, whrIe aIIowrng for free choice
and exRenments in independent ruIershrP
Jehovan has not adopte a hands off poli
cg/ concermn eart 'S affairs, which wouId

ave S Wrt |tt% hope tHat hea/vrll ful-
beIIeIdS aromnrgte SGods vereérlrrr]ttan J hlgvraeh
did not gaa]ter his Iovrng pu(rlpo)ée or the

5, 6. Why does God limit his dealings with hu-
mans?

7. What is Jehovah’s purpose for the earth and
for humankind?

earth and for humankind. He will wrthout
farlttransfrtarm the ertarth mtoa ra |se f?
ulated with perfec oeren

kép 23:42, 4 3% The Brble re%
e esrs to Revelation describes
Je ovah_has progressrve y been working to
accomplish that &im

God, Acts to Accomplish His Will
8In his dealings with the natjon of Israel,
God demonstrated that he will accomBhs
his purpose. For example, Jenovah assure
Moses that He Woul deIrver the Isragl-
Ites from Ea%)t rrn them Into th
Promised L a an flowing with mi
and honey gxo us 3:8 T IS Was a mome
tous an re ssuring proclamation. It wou
involve releasing those, Israelites—numbe
mg Wrth their com anrons about three m
lion—t rotm a mrg Y nation td at3stron

sed their departure. (Exodus

?a)rf)r? t0 whrch th gwoud e br urtrihf a
Inhabited by ow rful natronst would
stron resrs their arrjval. (Deuteronomy
etween was a wilderness where the
Israelrtes would need food and water. This
Was a Situation that allowed Jehov%h to dis-
play nis sugtreme power and Godship.—Le-

viticus 2
9God led the Israelrt}es out of E? h)
trou% asenes of mi t acts. First"he
hrou tten evastat1 g dues ontena
tion Of %t Nex\ rted the ed
mgs e Israelites to esca egvhr

=y=3=%

=T o =T 5

enabli
ursuin flan army peri
9 4%y 51 FoIIoan% that, he cared
fort e Israelrtes durrng their 40 years In
t ewdlderness feedingthem with"manna
Provr mg water, an e en seernd to if that
heir mantles did not wear out and that

8. What was involved in bringing the Israelites
to the Promised Land?

9, 10. (@ Why was Joshua able to testify that
God’s promises are reliable? (b) How important
is it that we have confidence in God’s ability to
reward his faithful ones?
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their feet did not become swollen. {Deu
teronom 8. 34?_ ter the Israelites entered
the Pro |sed and, Jehovah led them to
victory over their enemies. Joshua, whq ex-
ercised stron? faith n Jehovah’s promises,
was an eyewimess of all these things. Thus,
he could confidently say to the older men of
his day: “You well Know with all your hearts
and with all your souls that not ane word out
of all the good words that Jehovah your God
has spoken to you has failed. They have all
come true for you."—Joshua 23:14,

DLike Joshua of old, Christians today are
fully confident that God s willing and able
to act in behalf of those who serve'him. This
conviction is an essential part of qur faith.
The apostle Paul wrote; “Without faith it is
imp ossmle to please h|m weII for he that

gR]roac es God must b %tevet at he
es the rewarder oft ose earnestly seek
ing him."—Hebrews 1

God Foresees the Future

11So far, we have seen that while God al-
lows for free will and ndependent human
rulership, he has both the power and the
will o, act to accomplish his purpose. Yet
there is another factor that contributes to
the certain fulfillment of God’s promises.
Jehovah can foresee the future, (Isaiah 42:9)
Through his prophet, God said: “Remember
the first things of a long time ago, that | am
the Divine One and thére is no other God,
nor anyone ||ke me: the One telling from the
begtnntn the finale, and from long ago the

htnqs that have notheen done; the'One sa
%own counsel wil stand and ever?
th|n t at 5,1y delight I shall do.”” (Isa-
10) An expenenced farmer knows
when and where to plant seed, but there
still might be some uncertainty about how
things Will develop. However, “the King of

11.  What factors enable God to fulfill his prom-

ises?
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eternity” has accurate knowledge t? foresee
precisely when and where_he should act to
carry out his Rurpose —1 Timothy 1:17.
2Consider how God exercised foreknowl-
edge in the days of Noah, Because of the
dﬁspread badness dthat had filled the
earth, God determined to bring an end to
dlsobedlent humankind. He set a time when
he would do this, 120 years into the future.
ene?]s 6:3) In setting that specific %erl
enovah’ took Into~consideration more
than the destructlon of the wicked, some-
t |ngt at ecould do at any time. Jeho-
hs timetable also provided for the pres-
ervatton of the righteous. (Compare Genesis
5:29.) In his wisdom, God foreknew when
{0 a55|gn the work thaf would lead to that
end. H Ngave sufttmentIY detat ed Inf orma
tlon to Noah Noa Was o UI an ark
the savmg his household,” and the WICk
ed were t0 be destroyed by a global deluge.
—Hebrews 11:7: Genlesis 6:13,°14,18, 19.

A Colossal Building Project

BConsider this asmgnment from Noah's
V|ewp0|nt Because Noah was a man of God,
he kriew that Jehovah could destrot(]the un-
AN
une t@alth The constructton of tpe ark
a colossal project. God had speci-
|e |ts imensions. The arkwouldbe longer
than some modern-day sports fields and"as
high as a five-story building. (Genesis 6:15
The builders would be inéxperienced an
few Theg would not have th)e sophisticated
tools an %mpment available today, More-
Over, ?tnce e djd not have Jehovan’s abili-
ty to foreknow the future, Noah had no way
of knowing what situations would develop
over the years that might either help or hin-

12. In what way did Jehovah exercise foreknowl-
edge in the days of Noah?

13, 14. Why was the building of the ark a chal-
lenging assignment?



der the building project. Noah likely pon-  faithful Enoch had proclaimed the dest
dered manyquegugnsJ How would theybﬁlld- |aon ol% E wqc aeﬂ prooC Shm(e) uraer V\?gsr (I;S

Ing materials be accymulated? How wou [nesste]l%et at God “took or_cut nis
he”gather the animals? What food would ~ [ife short ewdentyto reventhlmfrom e-
be feeded and how much? When, exactly, mgsam by H éenem|s Genesis 5:24: He-
Woﬂld tqehforﬁﬁold Delugeﬂ?ccur’)l di Por V¥801I%|?11Jausﬁn|%r]| un?)toOn arW r%sesl\slgag
en there were_the social conditions.
Wickedness aboundgd. The mighty Neph- ewasaso o bUl%jaﬂ k. As hat afk
ilim—the “hybrid offspring of Wicked an- was e”]gr COUSéVUCt?N 'thW(%Uldh?eere 8. @
([Jels ang women—filled the earth with vio- ~ pOW U o o1 hoa s faifhtulness in
ence, (Gene5|3614 13) Furthermore, ark € Tace OT WICKE C(t’” e horanes nad th
building would. not be a proj ect that could New € RYOJeCtd ad the

Noa
. ba%?qn an bFessm mi Had
ggrc\%/%?dN%% Wassegg?rt]qgeop ¢ woula o oy Jeflovan nimselt asmgngd the work?

them (2 Peter 25) COU d they be eXpeCt' 15. Why did Noah have confidence that he could
ed to approve? Hardly! Some years earlier,  carry out his assignment>




Jehovah had assured Noah that he and his
family would enter a comPIeted ark and be

reserved alive throygh the global Flood.

od even ynderscored the cerfainty of that
with a solemn agreement. (Genesis 6:18,
19) Likely, Noah Tecognized that Jehovah
both anticipated and evaluated all that was
Involved before making the assignment.
Moreover, Noah knew that Jehovahhad the
gower to step in to help him when needed.

0 Noah’s faith moved him to action. Like
his descendant Abraham, Noah was_ “fully
convinced that what [God] had promised he
was also able to do."—Romans 4:21.

Jehovah Backs Up the Work

TJesus foretold that our day would par-
allel the days of Noah. God has'again deter-
mined to destroy the wicked and has set a
time for this to happen. (Matthew 24:36-
392 He has also set things in motion for
th Rreservaﬂon_of the righteous. Whereas
Noan was to build an ark, God’s servants
toda% are to proclajm Jehovah’s gurposes,
teach his Word, and make disciples.—Mat-
thew 28:19. _

BIf Jehovah had. not been with Noah to
supgort and sustain_him, the ark would
not have been built. (Compare Psalm 127:1)

% As the years passed and the ark took Similarly, without Jehovah’s backing, true

shape, Noah’s faith was fortified. Consfruc-
tion and logistic problems were resolved.
Trials were ‘overcome, No opposition, could
halt the work. Noah’s family experienced
Jehovah’s suﬁgport ana protection, As Noah
pressed on, ‘the tested quality of his faith
worked out endurance.’ (James 1:2-4) Even-
tually, the ark was completed, the” Flood
camé, and Noah and his’ family survived.
Noah_ experienced the_fulfillment of God’s
promises, as Joshua did later. Noah’s faith
Was rewarded.

16. As the construction of the ark progressed,

how was Noah's faith fortified?

Points to Recall

O Why does Jehovah not control all
details of human activity?

O How was Jehovah's ability to carry
out his purpose evident in his deal-
ings with Israel?

O How was Jehovah's ability to see
the future demonstrated in Noah's
day?

0O What confidence may we have in
God's promises?
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Christianity would be unlikely to sirvive,
much less prosper. This was recognized in
the first century Gamﬁhel, an gsteemed
Pharisee and teachier of the Law. When the
Jewish Sanhedrin wanted to do away with
the apostles, he cautioned that court: “Do
not meddle with these men, but let them
alone; (because, if this scheme or this work
IS from men, it will be overthrown; but if it
Is from God, you will not be able to over-
throw them.)"—Acts 5:38, 39.
BThe success of the preachmg actwﬂg/,
both In the first century and foday, has
proved that this is not awork from mén, but
IS of God, The following article will discuss
some of the exciting cifcumstances and de-
velopments that have helﬁ)ed to make this
work so successtul on such a vast scale.

Never Give Up!
QBThough we live in “critical times hard
to deal with,” we can be sure that Jehovah
I fully in.control. He is supporting and sus-
taining his people as they work to"complete

17. In what ways does our time parallel the days
of Noah?

18, 19. How do we know that the preaching of
the good news has Jehovah's backing?

20. Who support us as we preach the good
news?



the preaching of the 800d news before God’s
appointed time to en

thln?s arrives. (2 Timothy 3:1; Matthew 24:
14) Jehovah invites us to be “fellow work-
ers” with him. (1 Corinthians 3:9) We are
assured, too, that Christ Jesus is with us |n
this work and that we can reIY on angze
ic backing and direction.—Matthew 2820
Revelation 14:6.

2 Because Noah and his family exercised

21. In what conviction should we never give up?

this wicked system of

faith in Jehovah’s promises, they were
saved through the floodwaters., Those who
exercise similar faith today will be saved
throu?h the coming. “great_tribulation.”
(Revelation 7:14) We'live in times that are
truly exciting. Momentous events lie ahead!
Soon, God will act to usher in glorious new
heavens and_a new earth in Which righ-
teousness will_dwell. (2 Peter 3:13) Never,
never give up in your conviction that what-
ever 4od says, hie is also able to do.—Ro-
mans

lehovah prepares the way

“This good news of the kingdom will be preached. "—MATTHEW 24:14,

ECAU?E Jehovah is a
G e
of men shoufé be savea

and come to an accurate

knowled e o truth
ﬁ |mo¥ This
as. caIIed ora mter

nati na preachin
tea camp al? In the
ns(] tur reachlnt];
ma etheC r|st|an on reﬁat on

pr| lar and su por* the truth.

|moh 31 terward c%me a Iong

eno of 0stasy In which the |I8ht 0
ruhbeca edlm In recent tlm? hn%
“the t|me of the end,” “true knowledge” ha
galn become abundant, brin mg a Blb|(i
sed g Dpe o{ everlastlng salvation to mi
lons.—Daniel 1

1. What has been accomplished by the preach-

ing work in both the first and the 20th centuries?

Desp|F the unrelent-
orts Satan to
{ \évarrt ac |nS gcr 3??
In b%t thegfnst ang
the 20th centuries has

met W|th amazmg SuC-
cess It ca Is }o m|rhd
P |sala

Conce nirig t e return of
JeW|sh eX|Ies to Judah . ip

ttheLSItXt centurg CE Isalah
wrote; “Let ever e raised up,
and ever mountain (Yqh V%e maeIO\?v

ome leve|

n te nob roundmst

n t er%g%%gnrounﬁava eX lain.
L e
tclfjlrrnepsalgns o? botﬁ/the first a?n? ane % ceng

2. What has Jehovah done in connection with
the preaching activity?

THE WATCHTOWER— AUGUST 15, 1999 19



3This does not mean that Jehovah direct-
ly Influenced every development on earth in
order to advance the preaching of the good
news; nor does it mean that Jehovah exer
cised his foresrdht to know In precise eta]r
ever;rthrn(Ir thal would occur. Granted
Is able both to foresee and to sha,oe uture
events. (Iéarah 69113 Buthe is a u ble to
react to' developments as they unfola. Like
an experienced shepherd who knows both
how t0 drrect and how to rotect hrs flock,
Jeh ova gur esh |s(§)eope e leads them to-
ward salvation, protectin therrs Irituali-
ty and movin t em t0 ta e advanta e of
situations and” devel opmenfts that gromote
the successtu preachrng of the good news
worldwide.—Psalm 23:1-

A Difficult Assrdnment

4As was the btrldrng of the ark in Noah’s
day, the work of Kingdom preaching has
been an enormous (nro#ect—both In the frrst

centurx r] Inm times. The task 0
reac | Reo ples with any message |sd|f
|cu t enou but this task was especially
chall engrng Intae first century, the disci-
Rles werer Iatrvely few. Their Leader, Jesus,
ad been execute as an alleﬁed sedition-
Ist. The ewrs re rTdronwaswe estab |shed
Amagnr |cent temple stood in Jerusalem.
Non-Jewish relig |o s |nt e Mediterranean
area were also we established, with tem-
gles and prrest)hoods Srmrlarly as “the fime
he eng” g%an in 1914, the anointed
Christians were Tew, and adherents to other
reI |oni claiming to serve God were many.

aniel 12:9.

5Jesus had warned his followers that thev
woul be persecuted, He said: “People will
erverdvou up_fo tribulation ﬁnd will Kiff
you, and you will be objects of hatred by all

3. In what ways is Jehovah able to accomplish
his purposes?

4, 5. Why has the preaching of the good news
been a challenging assignment?
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the nations on account of my name.” (Mat-
thew 24:9) Added to such problems, partic-
uIarI in “the last days,” hnstrans would
find emselves amrd crrtrca trmes hard t0
deaI with.” (2 Timoth P/ The magnitude
of the work, t e certain nd/ of ersecutron
and the difficulty ofthe times have made the
work of preachrng chal Ien%mg and difficult
Great faith has been needed

6While Jehovah knew that there would be
difficulties, he also knew that nothing would
stop the work. Success was foretold 17 a well-
known prophecy havrng a remarkable ful-
fillment T|n botf the fir tfatnd tlhe 2dOth cen-
uries: “This goo eso e Kin
lb ge chedgrna mptabrte earth.”

7F|IIed wrth farth and holy spirit, God’s
servants in the first cenury w nt forth to
carry out therr commrssron Because Jeho-

roved to be Wrt them thev achieved

succ sfar beyondw at they mignt have ex-
Pecte By the time Paul wrote to the Co-
ossians, abouf 27 years after the death of
Jesus, e could say of the t\;ood news that
It was “preached in all creafion that is un-
der heaven.” (Colossians 1:23) Com arably
by the close of the 20th century, the good
NEws IS bernﬁ preached in 233 Iands.

8Millions have embraced the good news,in
recent decades. Many have dong so under
unfavorable circumstances—during ﬁe
of war, ban, and intgnse ersecutro That
Was true also In the first cent)uryt |n one toc
cason Paul and Silas were brutally beaten
Wrt rods antP (hrown Into prison. Y/Vtha tan
unlikely situation in whrch to make discl-
ples! Yet, Jehgvah used the situation to do
just that. Paul and Silas were released, and

6. What assurance of success did Jehovah give
his people?

7. How extensive was the preaching activity in
the first century?

8. Under what kind of circumstances have many
embraced the good news? Give examples.



the, jailer together with his family became
believers. EActs 16:19-33) Such experiences
show that the good news cannot be silenced
by those who Oppose.it. (Isaiah 54:17) Still,
the history of Christianity has not been one
of unrelenting adversity” and persecution.
Let us now focus on some favorable develop-
ments that have helﬁ_ed smooth the way for
the successful preaching of the Pood News in
both the first and the 20th cenfuries.

_Rellﬁlous Environment

. 9Consider the timing of the_global Rrea_ch-
ing campaigns. As to the settmg In the first
century, the prophecy of the 70 weeks of
Years, found at Daniel 9:24-27, pinpointed
he 9year when the Messiah was to appear
—29 CE. Though first-century Jews did
not understand the exact timing of matters,
they were in exgectatmn, awaiting the Mes-
siah. (Luke 3:15) The French Manuel BI-
blique states: “People knew that the seventy
weeks of years fixed by Daniel were draw-
|n%t0 a close; nobody was surersed to hear
John the Baptist arinounce that the King-
dom of God had drawn near.”

. DWhat about the setting in modern
times? Well, a monumental”development
was the enthronement of Jesus in heaven,
which marked the be%mnmg of his presence
in Kingdom power. Bible prophecy shows
that this took place in 1914. (Daniel 4:13-
17) Anticipation of this event also. caused
some religious people in modern times to
be filled with expectation. Expectation was
evident also among the, sincere Bible Stu-
dents who be[%;,an to"publish this magazine H
1?79 as Zlors Watch_ Tower and” Hera
of Christ’s Presence. Thus, both In the first
century and in modern times, religious ex-

9, 10. How did Jehovah create expectation for
the preaching of the good news in the first and
the 20th centuries?

pectations preﬁared the environment for the
preachm%oft e good news*
1L Another factor that helped the work of
Christians,in both eras was that mang peo-
Ple were familjar with the Sacred Scrip-
ures. . In the first centur}/, Jewish com-
munities, were scattered hroughout the
surrounding Gentile nations. ThoSe commu-
nities had synagogues where people requ-
larly met to hear the Scriptures read and
discussed. Thus, early Christians were able
to build on the religious knowledge that
eoi)le_already had. [Acts 8:28-30; 171, 2&
arly .in our @ra, Jehovah’s peaple enjoye
a Similar enyironment in many lands. The
Bible was widely available throughout the
realm of Christendom, especially in Protes-
tant lands. It was read in_many churches;
millions owned a cogy. The Bible was already
In people’s hands, but they needed help to
understand what they possessed.

~ The Benefits of Law _

DChristian preachlnlg has often benefit-
ed from governmental faw. The Roman Em-
pire .dominated the first-century world,
and its written laws had a profound influ-
ence on daily |ife. These laws provided safe-
?uards ana’the early Christians benefited
rom them. For example, Paul’s appeal to
Roman law led to his release from prison and
saved him from being flogged. (Acts 16:37-
30: 22:25, 2?2 Reference t0 the provisjon of
the Roman %al system nelped to calm an
angry mob in Ephesus. (Acts 19;35-41) Once,
Paull was rescued from violence in Jerusalem

*For a more hde'gailed explﬁnationkofKtnhg\?V(Te ;
1gnic  proj les, see the.
ﬁat Teads t%%cverlastmg fﬁ?opages 36, gz
and 98-107, published by the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York, Inc.

11. What religious foundations were laid to as-
sist with the preaching of the good news?

12. How was Roman law usually a safeguard in
the first century?
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because he was a Roman citizen. (Acts 23.
20 inter, Roman law allowed him"to make
3 legal defense of his faith before Caesar.
(Acts 25:11) Though several of the Caesars
ruled a? tyrants, J e laws in the first cenﬁu-
ry usually allowed for *the defending and le-
Fally esta1b7||sh|ng of the good news."—Phi-
Ipplans L7,

The same holds true in mam( lands to-
day. Though there have been those who
would ‘frame trouble by decree,” written
aws in most countries regard freedom of re-
ligign, as a basic right, %i/s_alm 94:20) Rec-
ogmzm? that Jehgvah's Witnesses pose no
threat Yo the social order, many govem-
ments have 8ranted us legal recognition.
In the United States, where much”of the
Witnesses’ printing has_been done, existing
laws have made it Bossmle for the Watch-
fower magazine to be produced continuous-
ly for 120°years and to be read worldwide.

Periods of Peace and Tolerance

UThe preaching activity has also benefit-
ed from ‘periods Of relative peace. Though
Jesus accurately foretold that in the times
involved ‘nation would rise a(r;amst nation,
there were intervals of stability that made
Posmble intense Kingdom preaching. (Mat-
hew 24:7) First-century Christians lived
under the’Pax Romang, or Roman Peace.
One historian wrote: “Rome had so com-
pletely subjugated the peoples of the Med-
Iterranean world that she ended for them
ages of almost constant war.” This stabili-
ty opened the way for early Christians to
fravel In relative safety throughout the Ro-
man world. _ .

HThe Roman Empire strove to unite peo-
ples under its strong hand. This policy pro-

13. How has tIPe macging work in our time of-
i 1§n°i-|'tedd'5° ative social stabilty benefit
, 15. How did relative spcia| stability benefi
the preach\mg actwﬁy in t?ne%rst centa/ry?

22 THE WATCHTOWER- AUGUST 15, 1999

moted not only travel, tolerance, and the
exchange of ideas but also the concept of w
ternagional_brotherhood. The book On the
Road to Civilization states: “The unity
of the [Roman] Empire made the field R‘lor
Christian preachlng] a favorable one. Na-
tional barriers had been broken down, A Ro-
man citizen was a citizen of the world. . . .
Moreover, a religion that taught the brother-
hood of man could be understood in a state
which had developed the idea of universal
%|t|22er£§h|p.”—Co pare Acts 10:34, 35; 1 Pe-
er 2:17.

BWhat of our time? The 20th century has
seen the most destructive wars in history,
and regional wars continue to rage in some
|ands. Revelation 6:4) Yet, there_have also
been periods of relative peace. The major
powers of the world have not battled one an-
other in all-out war for more than 50 years.
This situation has greatly_helped in the
preaching of the good news in those lands.

U'The horrors of 20th-century warfare
have led many people to recognize the need
for a world government, Fear’ of world war
led to the formation of both the League of
Nations and the United Nations. (Revélation
13:14) A proclaimed aim of both organiza-
tions "has been. the promoting of interna-
tional cooperation and peace.”People sens-
Ing such a need often respond favorabI%/ to
the good news of the world government that
will'bring genuine and lasting peace—God’s

Kl%mjom. o _
hough Christians have heen ferocious-
Izy Persec ed at times, both the first and the
Oth centuries have see Renods of religious
tolerance. (John 15:20; Acts 9:31) Thé Ro-
mans freely adopted and adapted to the gods

16, 17, thét has, motwaHed efforts Eo Promote
gace in m(f ern thmg§, and what conclusion have
any people reached’ o

]h8. ha _attltud?( toward religion has favored

the preaching work?



and goddesses of the people they con-
quergd. Wrote Professor Rodne¥ Stark: “In
man resPects Rome prowded or a Qreat-
er level o reI| lous freedom than was seen
again until a ter the American Revolution.”
| modern times, people in many lands have
become more open to other viewpints, with
the result that they have been willing 10 |is-
ten to the Bible meSsage that Jehovaf’s Wit-
nesses bring.

The Role of Technology
D Finally,
abled his people to benefit from technolo
cal advances Thou1gh earI?/ Chnstlans
not live in an erg o rapl echnological a
vancement, one development they did make
use ofwas fhe codex, or leaf-book: The codex
reﬁ aced the cumbergome scroll, The hook
e B|rth of the Codex states: “In contrast
to the slow and piecemeal process by which
the codex ousted. the roll in secular liter-
ature, the Christian adoption of the codex
seems to have been instant and_universal.”
This reference work also says: “So universal
is the Christian use of the Codex in the sec-
ond century that its introduction must date
well before' A.D. 100.” The codex was easi-
er to use than a scroll. Scriptures could be
[ocated, faster. This surel helped the ear-
Christians who, like Paul, not only ex-
plained the Scriptures but also ‘provéd by

ASXOHOW did early Christians make use of the co

consider how Jehdvah has en-

references’ the things they were teaching.
—Acts 17:2, 3.
D The technolo |caI advances In our cen-

turyt have been as oun ma hspeed
riftin resse have he ake pos-
Elbpe t ep3|mu taneous pﬁﬁ) |cat|on of B|

ble Ilterature m SCOres o an a]
ern technol 09?/ nas speeded u§t ehwor of
Bible translation. Trucks trains, ships, and

20. H h | f moder
techno \(I)vgyal\ne t% o%e pp?era]c d|$1gu Szfct?wrt?/o an
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ajrplanes make it pos?]lble to transport Bi-
bIe literature raPldI roug %ut the earth.
eIePhones and fax machings have made In-
stan communlcatlon a reallt Through his
sp |tr|t heftmvha |has moved t|s servatnts to
ut such technolo ctical use

thet he sp reat? 19% Rgoa news worl (?\I\P

eyaren tusing suc

?a esire to know and emplog

fever 15 the
test In this world. Instea

their first and

Points for Review

O Why has the preaching of the
good news been a challenging
assignment?

O Inwhat ways has the work of Chris-
tians benefited from governmental
arrangements and relative social
stability?

0O Jehovah's blessing on the preaching
work assures us of what future de-
velopments?
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devel oRments qut of

foremost interest is what will help them to
carry. out their preaching commission most

e ectlve )(

his. good news of the klnﬂ]dom will
be preached |n all the inhabited ear

sus foretold. (Matthew 24:14) Just as early
Chrlstlans saw a fulfillment of that prophe-
c%we today see such ona vast scale. Des |te
the enormity and difficulty of the work,

ing times favorable and Unfavorable, am|d
changing laws and attitudes, in war and In
peace, and amid all sorts of technological ad-
vances, the good news has been and 1s bemq
ﬁ)reached Daes this not fill you with awe a
ehovahs Wlsdom and amazing foresight?
We ma ?bsolutemy sure that'the preach-
ing wark will be co pete according to Je-
hovah's tlmetabe and that his Iovmg pur-
pose will be accomplisned to the blesSing
of the rlﬁhteous They will come o possess
the earth and I|ve on'it forever, (Psalm 37
29 Habakkuk 2:3) If we harmonize our lives
with Jehovan’s ﬁurfose we will be among
them.—1 Timothy 4.1

21 Of what may we be confident?



BENEFITING FROM
“the Grain of Heaven”

HORTLY after their miracu-
lous deliverance from Egygt

the Israglites displayed 3 Se-
rious lack of faith in their Deliver-
er, Jehovah. As a result, Jehovah
had them wander about in the wil-
derness of Sinai for 40 years. Dur-
ing all that time, the Israelifes

and the “vast mixed company” of

allens who Jomed them ‘ate” and
rank “to satistaction.” (Exodus
12 37 38) Psalm 78:23-25 tells us
how this ‘was possible: “He [Jeho-
vah| proceeded to command the
cloudy sk|es above, and he opened
the very doors of heaven

kept raiping upon them mannato
eat, and the grain of heaven he
gave to them.” Men ate the, very
read of Rowerful onefs fovisions
he sent them to satisfaction.”

As a partaker of the manna,
Moses described this unique food
He wrote that in the morning, af-
ter “the layer of dew evaporat-

, upon the surfage of the
Wllderness there was a fine flak
thmg fine I|ke hoarfrost up ont
eart Whent esonso Israe
to see it, th eR/ gan 10 s
anot er ‘What 18 1t? |tera
ly In Hebrew, anhu This ex-
pression was probably the origin

of the word “manna,” the name
that the Israelites gaye the food:
Moses said: “It was white like co-
riander seed, and its taste was

like that of flat cakes with honey."—Exodus 16:13-15,

1, footnote.

The manna was not a naturall occurnnP foad, as
some ar%ue A supernatural forcé was involved n its
provision. For example, its avallablllty was not limit-
ed 10 Iocat|on ors ason kept overmght It bred
Worms ang egan to stln % et, the doub e portlon that
each family gathered on before the week
Sabhath d|d not sp0|l overmght 50 |t could be eaf-
en on the at —the d a?/ n which no manna ap-
peared. Certaln the man awas a miraculous provi-
Sion.—Exodus 16:1

The mention of powerful ones,” or “angels,” 1
Psalm 78 suggests that Jehovah ma have used angels
to provide thé manna. (Psalm 78:25, footnote) What
ever the case, the people had every reason to thank
God for his kindness. However, mast showed an un-
gnrateful attitude toward the very One who delivered

em romsaver in E tWe too may take Jeho-
van’s provisions or rane or even ecomeungrate
ful it we fail to meditate on his Iovmg -kindness. S
we can be thankful that Jehovah included the record
of Israel’s deliverance and subsequent events for “our
Instruction.”—Romans 154,

A Lesson for Israel Benefits Christians

When Jehovah provided the manna, he had more in
mind than 5|m‘oly satisfying the physical needs of
some three million Israefites, He wanted ‘o humble
them and put fthem tq the te%t 50,45 to refine and
cipline them or therr own benefit. Deuterono rh/
16; Isaiah 48:17) If they res onded to that refi |nr%
and discipline, Jehovah would delight in ‘doing the
good int e|r afterdays’ b%grantmg them peac pros-
Derity, and h appmess In e Promised L

One vital thtng that they needed to Iearn Was
that “not by bread alone dogs man live but by every
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expression of Jehovah’s mouth
does man live.” (Deuteronomy
8:3) Had God not commanded the
manna, the people would have
starved—a fact they readily ad-
mitted. (Exodus 163, 4) Appre-
ciative Israelites were daily re-
minged of their total dependence
on Jehovah and were therefore
humbled, Once in the Promised
Land with its material_abun-
dance, they would be less likely to
forget Jehovah and their depen-
dence on him. o
Like the Israelites, Christjans
must remain conscious of their
dependence on God for life’s ne-
cessities— l%ysmal and spiritual.
(Matthew 5:3; 6:31-33) In answer
{0 one of the Devil’s ttmptations
Jesus Christ quoted the words of
Moses as found at Deuteronomy
8:3, saying: “It Is written, Man
must five; not on bread alope,
but on ever% utterance coming
forth through Jehovah’s mouth,’
(Matthew 4'4) Yes, true worship-
ers of God are nourished by read-

ing Jehovah's expressions found in his Word. Addi-
tionally, their faith Is strengthened when they
experiénce the beneficial effects of these exR_resslons
in their lives as they walk with God and put his King-
dom interests in first place. _ o
Imperfect humans can Igse their appreciation for
things that hecome a routine part of life—even if
these things are a reflection of Jehovahs_l_ovmgf
concern, FOr example, the supernatural provision 0
manna both astonished and gratified the lsraelites
at the start, but in time many of them complained,
Our soul has come to abhor the contemptible bread,
they moaned disrespectfully—an indication that the
were beginning to ‘draw away from the living God.
ENumbers 11:6; 21:5; Hebrews 3:128 Their example,
herefore, serves as “a warmn? to us upon whom
he ends of the sys-
tems of t,bm%s hve
arrived.”—1 Corin-
thians 10:11.



How can we take to heart this warning ex-
ample? One way is by never allowing Bi-
ble teachings of the provisions we receive
through the'tajthful and discreet slave class
to become ordinary, or commonplace. (Mat-
h w 24:45) Once” we étart to"take Jeho-

ﬂrfts for ? ant or becomﬁ bore hd
wrt them, our Telationship with him
gins to cool off.

For %ood reason, Jehovah does not flood
us wih a constant downpour of excrtrng
new things. Rather, he sheds Increase
light on his Word gradua pro ressrvely
(F roverbs418 This allows s epe eto as-
similate and put mto ractrc e things
they learn. Jesus fol Iowe |s Fath ers ex-
am lew en te chrng his eay]y disci ?s He

aine Word m “as far as
they Wwere a eto |sten understand
as some translatrons put |t—Mar k 4:33;
compare John 16:1

Fo trf r Appreciation

y (dl’l ﬁ’ArpoF\)/rsrons

Jesus aIso empI dyed repetrtron The mind,
of course, may rea com re endacertarn
Pornt—a Bible rmcrpe or example—but
akrn% It to heart and mak |n it

Christian “new ersona |ty ma takea

|tte long er esp ecra yr old wor was
and attrtu es are ee entrenched g
slans 4:22-24 a eamly was the tase
with Jesus scrpes when_ It came to over-
comrn rt)rrean eve%prn humility. Je-
sus had to teach them abouf humility on a
number of occasions, each time presentrng
the samg basrf pqint from a qifferent anol
so that it would sink in, which it eventua I7y
did—Matthew 18:1-4: 23:11, 12: Luke 14:
11 John 135, 12-17.

In modern trmef Christian meetings and
Wat?h Tower uP ations follow Jesyis’ ex-
ample in the well g
tition. So Jet us agpre late this as an ex
pressron of God’s loving concern for us and

part of

t-ut use of repe-

never become weary of what we receive, as
the Israelifes wearr d of the manna Indeed,
as We atrenty app y ourselves to absorp-
Ing Jehovan'sreqular reminders, we will
see frne fruitage Tn our lives. (2 Peter 31
uc an apéarecratrve attitude tru y show:
that we are “gettin e sense” fGods
Word In our h eartsa well as In our minds.
(Matthew 13:15,19, 23) Tothat end, we have
d fine example in the psalmrst Dawd Who,
athouﬂg not having th evarredy of sprrrtu
that we recéive today, escribe
hovah’s [aws as “sweeter than hane an te
flowing honey of the combs™—Psalm 19:10.

“Manna” That Gives Everlastrng Life
“l am the bread of life,” Jesus said to the
Jews Your forefathers, ate the manna, In
t ewrlderness andnyet died am the liv-
bread that canje downfrom heaven; if
anyone eats of this bread he will live forever

The pread that | shall give is m flesh m
behalf of the Irfe of the world,” % John 6:48
51) Literal bread or manna did not and can-
not give everlasting life. But those who ex-
ercise farth In Jesus’ ransom sacrrfrfe will
eventually enjoy the blessing of everlasting
life. —Matthew 20:28.

The ma[r]]orrty of those who benefit from
Jesus’ ransom’ will enyoy everlasting |ife
on a paradjse earth. “A great crowd” of
these—prefigured by the “Vast mixed com-
Pany f ahens who Jorned the IsraeIrtes
n their Exodus from gy pt—will survrve
the coming ' reattrrbul jon” that will rid
the earth 0f all wickedness. (Revelation 7.9,
10, 14 Exodusl 2:38) An even [‘Lreatler reI
ward Is en 0se whom the Israe
Ites thems Pdresrh rfowed) The apostle
Pauldescrr edt £se ones, numberrng 144 -

as constrtutrng the spiritual Istael of
od Their reward 4t death'is a resurrectron
0 Irte In heaven. ( alatians 6:16; H hrews
31 Revelation 14:1) There Jesus will give
them a special kind of manna.
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T‘nTe I\ﬁleantwgtof “the Hllddein Manna”
0 him that conquers, | will give som
of the hidden mannaq "said the regsurrecte
Jesus to spiritual Israel. (Revelation 2:17
This symbolic hidden manna calls to min
the manna that God commanded Moses to
keep in a golden jar inside the sacred ark of
the covenant. The Ark was kept in the_Most
Holy compartment of the tabernacle. There
It rémained out of sight, hidden as it were.
Kept as a memorial, this samgle of man-
na did not perish while it remained in the
Ark, so |t would be an apt symbol of an |m
Bens able oo sup Y Exodus 1
rews, 9 n giving the 144000
the hldden manna Jesu dguarantees their
recetving immortality an incorruptibilit
S sgm{ sgns of God:—John 6:51: 1 Corin-

t
“Wth Jh h] is h flf
saldtnerEYsa eoe/aa]lls e;ourceo |

ow well t
Brovmo of manna—hoth literal and sym

olic—reaffirms that fundamental truth!
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The manna God gave to ancient Israel, the
|fgurat|ve manna he provided In the form

Jesus’ flesh given in our behalf, and the
symbolic hidden manna_he gives through
Jesus to the 144,000 remind ll of us of our
total dePendence on God for life. (Psalm 39:
5, 7) Let us humbly, modestly, and regularly
acknowledgetms ependence. In turr, Jeho-
vahwill do us good In our afterdays. —Deu-
teronomy 8:1
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DO YOU ReVEVBER?

Have you found the recent issues of The Watchtower
of practical value to you? Then why not test your memo-
ry with the following questions:

0O What two questions have helped many Chris-
tians facing employment decisions to reach a
personal decision? The first key question is: Is the sec-
ular work itself condemned in the Bible? The second
question is: Would doing this work make one an accom-
plice in a condemned practice?- 4/15, page 28.

O Inwhat way was 'the human creation subject-
ed to futility'? (Romans 8:20) We were "subjected to
futility" because of the actions of our original parents,
Adam and Eve. It was "not by [our] own will" or as a re-
sult of personal individual choice that this happened. We
inherited it. Mercifully, although our original parents could
now pass on only imperfection, sin, and death, Jehovah
allowed them to produce children. Death spread to all
men, so in that sense God "subjected [the creation] to
futility."— 5/1, page 5.

O Why is it logical to say that there will be a fu-
ture "standing in a holy place" by "the disgusting
thing"? (Matthew 24:15) In the ancient pattern, 'the
disgusting thing standing in a holy place' was linked to
the Roman attack under General Gallus in 66 C.E. The
modern-day parallel to that attack— the outbreak of the
"great tribulation"— is still ahead. (Matthew 24:21) So
"the disgusting thing that causes desolation" is yet to
stand in a holy place.— 5/1, pages 16, 17.

O How might a working father and mother find
time for their children? The mother who feels exhaust-
ed after a day's work could ask her children to prepare
a meal with her. The father with a full list of things to do
on weekends could do some of those chores with his chil-
dren.— 5/15, page 6.

O What must those who 'walk in Jehovah's way'
do? (Jeremiah 7:23) Walking in Jehovah's way de-
mands loyalty— a determination to serve him alone. It
demands trust— complete faith that Jehovah's promises
are reliable and will come true. Walking in Jehovah's
way demands obedience— following his laws without
deviation and keeping his high standards. (Psalm 11:7)
— 5/15, page 14.

O What are four important responsibilities that
"gifts in men" can fulfill? (Ephesians 4:8) They can
tenderly readjust us, lovingly build us up, contribute to
our unity with the congregation, and courageously pro-
tect us. (Ephesians 4:12-14)— 6/1, page 14.

0O What can we learn from Paul's association with
some one hundred individuals mentioned in Acts
and in his letters? We should always work with God's
organization, with our local congregation, and with
our fellow believers. We need their help, support, and
comfort in good times and in troublesome times.— 6/1,
page 31.

O What three lines of reasoning might be used in
helping others to think about the Creator? The pre-
cision seen in the vast universe, the origin of life on earth,
and the undeniable uniqueness of the human brain, with
its varied capacities.— 6/15, page 18.

O Why is an understanding of the meaning of the
Creator's personal name so important? God's name
signifies "He Causes to Become" and emphasizes that he
both purposes and acts. By our knowing and using his
name, we can better appreciate that he fulfills promises
and actively brings his purpose to realization.— 6/15,
page 21.

O How can children be involved in a family Bible
study? Where possible, arrange for each child to have
his own Bible and study publication. A youngster could
be asked to explain pictures that appear in the study ma-
terial, and a child could be assigned in advance to read
a scripture. An older one might be assigned to point out
opportunities for practical application of the study mate-
rial.— 7/1, page 15.

O What are some goals that a family might include
in preparation for congregation meetings? (1) Each
one in the family be ready to comment at the meet-
ings; (2) each one work on giving comments in his own
words; (3) include scriptures in comments; and (4) ana-
lyze the material with a view to personal application.
— 7/1, page 20.

O What is a key to a good marriage? To unlock and
experience the precious joys of a good marriage, one es-
sential is good communication. This involves a sharing
of sentiments and ideas. And wholesome communication
entails things that are upbuilding, refreshing, virtuous,
praiseworthy, and consoling. (Ephesians 4:29-32; Philip-
pians 4:8)— 7/15, page 21.

O What is 'Jehovah's way'? (Psalm 25:8, 9, 12)
That way is the way of love. It is based on doing what is
right according to God's standards. The Bible calls this
application of principled love "a surpassing way." (1 Co-
rinthians 12:31)— 8/1, page 12.
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QUESTIONS

How seriously should Christians view an
engagement to marry?

An engagement to marry is a cause for happi-
ness, but it is also a serious matter. No mature
Christian should take an engagement lightly, feel-
ing that he at any time can end it on a whim. The
period of engagement is also a time for the cou-
ple to get better acquainted before marriage.

In discussing this topic, we need to realize that
social customs involving marriage, and the steps
leading to it, vary greatly in different places and
times. The Bible illustrates this.

Lot's two daughters, who had "never had inter-
course with a man," were in some way engaged
to two local men. Lot's 'sons-in-law were to take
his daughters,' yet the Bible does not tell us why
or how the engagements came about. Were the
daughters adults? Did they have a key voice in
choosing whom to marry? Did they become en-
gaged by taking some public step? We do not
know. (Genesis 19:8-14) We do know that Jacob
made his own agreement with Rachel's father to
marry Rachel after he worked seven years for him.
Though Jacob spoke of Rachel as "my wife," they
had no sexual relations during those years. (Gen-
esis 29:18-21) As another example, before he
could marry Saul's daughter, David had to gain a
victory over the Philistines. Upon meeting Saul's
demand, David could marry the daughter, Michal.
(1 Samuel 18:20-28) Those "engagements" dif-
fered from one another and from what is common
in many lands today.

The Mosaic Law had regulations about mar-
riage and engagement. For example, a man could
have more than one wife; he could obtain a di-
vorce on various grounds, though apparently a
wife could not. (Exodus 22:16, 17; Deuteronomy
24:1 -4) A man who seduced an unengaged virgin
had to marry her if her father agreed, and he
could never divorce her. (Deuteronomy 22:28,
29) Other laws applied in marriage, such as when
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sexual relations were to be avoided. (Leviticus 12:
2, 5; 15:24; 18:19) What regulations dealt with
engagement?

An engaged Israelite woman had a different le-
gal standing from that of an unengaged woman;
in some respects she was considered to be mar-
ried. (Deuteronomy 22:23-29; Matthew 1:18,
19) Israelites could not get engaged to or marry
certain relatives. Usually these were blood rela-
tives, but some engagements and marriages were
prohibited because of inheritance rights. (Leviti-
cus 18:6-20; see The Watchtower of March 15,
1978, pages 25-8.) It is plain that servants of
God were not to view engagement lightly.

Israelites were under all such regulations of the
Law, but Christians are not under that Law, includ-
ing its regulations about engagement or marriage.
(Romans 7:4, 6; Ephesians 2:15; Hebrews 8:6,
13) In fact, Jesus taught that the Christian norm re-
lating to marriage differed from that of the Law.
(Matthew 19:3-9) Still, he did not minimize the
seriousness of marriage, nor that of engagement.
So, what of the topic under consideration, en-
gagement among Christians?

In many lands individuals make their own
choice as to whom they will marry. Once a man
and woman promise to marry each other, they
are considered engaged. Usually, no added for-
mal step is required to establish the engage-
ment. Granted, in some places it is common for
the man to give his wife-to-be a ring to signify
their engagement. Or it is customary to announce
the engagement to relatives and friends, such as
at a family meal or other small gathering. These
are personal choices, not Scriptural requirements.
What makes the engagement is the agreement by
the two.*

* In some societies parents still arrange for the betrothal
of their children. This may be done quite some time before
the two would be in a position to marry. In the meantime
they are recognized as engaged, or promised to each oth-
er, but they are not yet married.



A Christian should not rush into courtship, en-
gagement, or marriage. We publish Bible-based
material that can help single individuals to de-
cide whether it is wise to commence a court-
ship or to take steps toward engagement or mar-
riage.* A key element of the counsel is that a
Christian marriage is permanent.— Genesis 2:24;
Mark 10:6-9.

Two Christians ought to know each other quite
well before they begin thinking of engagement.
Each can ask, 'Am I really sure of the other's spir-
ituality and devotion to God? Can | envision serv-
ing God with that one for a lifetime? Have we
been adequately exposed to each other's person-
ality traits? Am | confident that we will be lasting-
ly compatible? Do we know enough about the
past actions and present circumstances of each
other?'

Once two Christians are betrothed, it is right
for them and for others to expect that marriage
will follow. Jesus admonished: "Let your word Yes
mean Yes, your No, No." (Matthew 5:37) Chris-
tians who get engaged should mean it. In a rare
case, however, an engaged Christian may learn
that something serious was not mentioned or was
concealed before the betrothal. It might be a sig-
nificant fact about the other's past, even criminal
or immoral acts. The Christian coming to know of
this must decide what to do. Perhaps the two will
discuss the matter thoroughly and agree to contin-
ue their engagement. Or they may mutually de-
cide to end the engagement. Though doing so
may be a private matter— not something that oth-
ers should intrude into, try to second-guess, or
judge— it is a very weighty decision. On the oth-
er hand, the one learning of the serious issue
may personally feel compelled to end the engage-
ment, even if the other person wants it to continue.
— See "Questions From Readers" in The Watch-
tower of June 15, 1975.

» see QUestions Young People Ask— Answers That Work,
chapters 28-32, and The Secret of Family Happiness, chap-
ter 2, published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
of New York, Inc.

There is good reason for resolving such issues
before entering a marriage. Jesus said that the
only Scriptural basis for divorce that frees one to
remarry is por nei'a, gross sexual immorality on
the part of the other marriage mate. (Matthew
5:32; 19:9) He did not say that a legal mar-
riage can be ended by divorce if one learns of a
grave problem or wrongdoing that preceded the
wedding.

For example, in Jesus' day contracting lepro-
sy was distinctly possible. If a Jewish husband
learned that his mate was (knowingly or unknow-
ingly) leprous when she married him, would he
have a basis for divorce? A Jew under the Law
might thus divorce, but Jesus did not say that
this was fitting for his followers. Consider some
modern-day situations. A man infected with syph-
ilis, genital herpes, HIV, or another serious com-
municable disease might marry without reveal-
ing that fact. Maybe his infection was contracted
through sexual immorality before or during the en-
gagement. The wife's later learning of his disease
or past immorality (even of sterility or impotence)
does not change the fact that they are now mar-
ried. An unsavory past before the wedding is not
a Scriptural basis for ending the marriage any
more than if she had contracted some disease or
even was concealing a pregnancy by another man
when marrying. They are married now and have
committed themselves to each other.

Granted, such sad situations are rare, but these
examples should add emphasis to the basic point:
Engagement is not to be taken lightly. Before and
during an engagement, Christians should strive to
get to know each other well. They ought to be
honest about what the other party wants to know
or has a right to know. (In some lands couples are
legally required to have a medical examination
before marriage. Others may want such a check-
up for their own information.) Thus the joyousness
and seriousness of an engagement will serve an
honorable purpose as the two move toward the
even more joyous and serious state of marriage.
— Proverbs 5:18, 19; Ephesians 5:33.
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"If the Salt Loses Its Strength”

RS have been fought over it It

has been used as a medium of ex-

change. In ancient China it was
second only to gold in value. Yes, salt has
long been viewed by mankind as a highly
prized commodity. To this day, healing and
antiseptic properties are attributed to it, and
it is used around the globe as a flavor enhanc-
er and as a preservative.

In view of the many desirable qualities and
uses of salt, it is not surprising that it is used
figuratively in the Bible. The Mosaic Law, for
example, required that anything offered on
the altar to Jehovah had to be salted. (Levit-
icus 2:13) This was not done to boost the taste
of the sacrifices, but likely because salt rep-
resented freedom from corruption or decay.

In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
Christ said to his followers: "You are the salt
of the earth." (Matthew 5:13) By this state-
ment, Jesus implied that their preaching to
others about God's Kingdom would have a
potentially preserving, or life-saving, influ-

ence on their hearers. Indeed, those who
applied Jesus' words would be protected from
the moral and spiritual decay in the communi-
ties in which they lived and served.— 1 Peter
4:1-3.

However, Jesus went on to give the warn-
ing: "But if the salt loses its strength, ... it
is no longer usable for anything but to be
thrown outside to be trampled on by men."
Commenting on this, Bible scholar Albert
Barnes said that the salt known to Jesus and
his apostles "was impure, mingled with veg-
etable and earthy substances." So if the salt
lost its saltiness, "a considerable quantity of
earthy matter" might remain. "This," Barnes
noted, "was good for nothing except... to
place in paths, or walks, as we use gravel."

In heeding this warning, Christians should
take care not to cease their public witness-
ing or to relapse into ungodly patterns of
conduct. Otherwise they would deteriorate
spiritually and could become useless, like 'salt
that has lost its strength.’
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