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The Present
Scourge of

INEQUALITY

|

"We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness/*
— Declaration of Independence, adopted by
the United States in 1776.

.

"All men are born free and
equal in rights.”

— Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen, adopted by France's National
Assembly in 1789.

"All human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights.”
— Universal Declaration of Human Rights
adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1948.

HERE IS rho dgubt about it. Amon
humans the desire for &g lﬁl |t%//

universal. But sad to say, the very
fact that the idea of human equa lity has
had to be repeated so frequently proves
{(hﬁé until now equality has eluded man-

Can anyane seriously arque that now at
the cFose%ftﬁ 20th gn u% things have
changed for the better? Do all cmzens



of the United States and France, or those
of anx of t h? 185 members of the United
Natro s, really enjoy the equal rrghts with
which they were supposedly born’
AIthou hthe |dea of equalrt%/ amon aII
nma (f “self-evident,” rrg tsto
Liberty an the ursurto Iprness a
far from equal for all people rexam
what e?ualrty in the right to life can we
speak of when a child in Afrrca must h are
one doctor wrth256 9 other p eope ere
as a child in Eurape does so with only
Orwhate aIrt |nr| hts toIrbertZand the
Pursurto gnessrst ere when ahout one
hird of the D ¥S and '[VYQ thirds of the girls
r] Indig will owu literate, wh ereas rn
gaceslrkeJa an, G P and Great B
In practrca yeveryc |sguaranteed an
education?
Do people in Central Am%rrcan countries
with a per capita income of $1,380 enjoy the
same rgnrtyand rrghts in life as o those
In France, where thg per capita mcome IS
$24.990? What e uaIrtY does the African fe-
male newborn with a |eexpectan]cy of 56
ears en;]o¥ in_comparison with the’ North
merrca emale Infant with a life expec-
taricyo lit erars f Il of th
nequality has many faces, all of them
Ine uallrt in ||v%r standards and in
ortunrtres or heal th care and educatron
are hut somf of them Sometrmes no |t|cal
racial, or religious dif erence?ﬁ ét decl-
sive role in de rrvrngf)eopeo elr gnrt?/
and liberty. Despite IthetaIkaPouteua
Ity, weIrernawordo Inequality. L fa
%our e—"a Cause of widespreag o gereata
ction,” as t eword IS e ne —Inequality
sweeps across everZ |evel of uman socrety
garn It causes In the form of pover
9/ Kness, |ﬂnor nce nemplo ment and
scrimination sta stot eV Q;\/ eart,
“AIImen are created equal.” What a heay-
tiful thou%ht| How tragic that the reality 1s
quite the Opposite!
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INEQUALITY
Did God
Intend [It?

|

The answer in a singe word is .
Let Ls see why.

OD intended that all humans
( ;I ave eqfual 0 portunrtres to
enjoy life_and happiness,

an’s creation, we read God went on

0 say: ‘Let us make man in our image,
according to our likeness, and let them
have In Su |rectron the fish of the sea
an the flying creatures ofthe heavens
and the omestrc animals and all the
earth and ever movrng animal that is
moving upon the earth,”™ Upon com-
pletion of earthly creation, “God Saw
everything he had made and, look! it

Was Ver %ood —Genesis 1:26, 31

Can Go pronounce toda yssad State
of Inequality “very goo Hardly, for
God is love.” t 1.John 4:8) 1t 1s saiq of
hrm that he “treats none wrth partial-
ity” and that “perfect is his activity
for all his ways are justice. A God_of
faithfulness, with whom there Is no in-

justice; rrghteous ang uprrg ht is he.”

gDeuteron 10:17; 32:4: compare Job

) And the apostle Peter conclud-

ed: “For a certainty | perceive that God

IS not partial, but'in"every nation the



man that fears him and works rl%hteousness
is acceptable to him."—Acts 10:34, 35.
.Since God is loving, impartial, just, up-
right, and righteous, how could "he have
created humans with inherent mequallty aS
regards, their right to enjoy happiness? To
allow discrimindtion among people and to
Blac_e them in a system of inequality would
e in direct contradiction to his personali-
ty. He intended that they all be “born free
and equal in dignity and'rights.” Yet, toda
things are obviously not that way. Why nof’

The Root of Inequality

That God created humans to be equal does
not mean that he intended for all of them
to be equal in every respect. They could
differ in talents, intérests, and personality.
They could also differ in station or in degree
of authority. For examPIe, man and wom-
an are not equal in all respects, but God
created the woman “as a complement of
the man.. (Genesis 2:18) Parents and chil-
dren obviously differ in authority. Despite
these differences, however, all—men, wom-
en, and_children—were to enjoy as a Gog-
%ven right equal opportunities to satisfy

e hasiC requirements for happiness. They
were all to enjoy equal dignity and standing
before God. N _

Similarly, God’s spirit sons, created pri-
or to humans, were_given different assign-
ments and responsibilities. (Genesis 3:24;
16:7-11; Isaiah 6:6; Jude 9) Nonetheless
within_the boundaries of what they_ had
been given, all were able to enjoy the divine
provisions for life and happiness to an equal
degree. They thus reflected God’s impartial-
ity"in a marvelous way.

Sad to say, one spirit creature was not
content with God’s impartial arrangement.
He wanted more than what God Pad giv-
en him, yearning for a higher, more elevat-

ed, position.. By nurturing this wrong de-
sire, he set himself up in rivalry to Jenovah,
who as Creator rightfully holds a position
of overall supremacy. THis rebellious spir-
it son of God later Induced humans to_de-
mand of God more than what He had given
them. (Genesis 3:1-6; compare Isaiah 14:12-
14,) Thus, Jehovah’s provision for humans to
enjoy life and haprmeSS appreared {q have
been thrown out of balance, This spirit reb-
el, identified at Revelation 20;2 as “the Dev-
il and Satan,” became the evil instigator of
human inequality.

Will Things Ever Change?
The answer in a'single word is yes!
But who can hring about the desired
changes? Human leadgrs, some no doubt in
all S|ncer|t1y have strug%led for centuries
to do so. Their success has been limited,

|

God intended that all humans
have equal opportunities for
life and happiness

leading many people to conclude that it is
unrealistic to expect the problem of human
meguaht ever to be solved. God’s view, how-
ever, Is recorded at |saian 55:10, 11 “Just
8 the pouring rain gescends, and the snow,
from the heavens and does not return to that
place, unless it actually saturates the earth
and makes it \Produc and sprout, qbnd seed
1S actually given to the sower ang bread to
the eater” so my word that Igoe_i forth from
my mouth will prove to be. If wil] not return
to"me without results, but it will certain]
dothat Inwhich I'have delighted, and it will
havte _cte,gtam success In that™for which I have
sent it.
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How comforting to know that Jehovah
God has gone on Tecord that he will fulfill
his original purpose to provide all humans
with edual opportunities for life and happi-
ness! As a God of tryth, he has _obhgﬁted
himselfto fulfill what he has promised. )
pily, he has both the will and the power to
do’so. How will he accomplish this?

The answer lies in the _Kln?dom for which
Jesus Christ t_au?ht all his followers to pray:
“Our Father in the heavens, . . . Let yolr
kingdom come. Let your will take Rlace as
in Reaven, also upon earth.” (Matthew b9
10) Yes, Gad's Kingdom is the means that
Jehovah will use to crush and PUt an end to
all these kingdoms [now in existence], and it
!ts|e2|f4\£vnl stand to times indefinite."—Dan-
lel 2:44,

Under the rule_of the heavenly Kingdom,
anew human souet%/ will emergg. In this re-
gard, the apostle John wrote inthe last book
0f the Bible, Revelation: “| saw a new heaven
and a new earth; for the former heaven and
the former earth had passed away.” FReveIa—
tion 21:1) Gone will be all the ugly faces
of inequality—poverty, sickness, ignorance,
discrimination, and other human miseries.*

For more than a century, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses have been directing Reople’s atten-
tion to that Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) By
means of the printed page and by per-
sonal assistance, they havé exerted ‘them-
selves in helping people to gain a knowled(rle
of God’s purpose as recorded in the Bible.
Their worldwide educational work, however,
not only has given people the hope of Ilvmq
In equality and happiness in the future bu
has also paid dividends right now in curbing
the scourge of inequality.”Let us see how.

*Forafuller discu?sio%&bgvt how Gog:i’se }éi']n qcems]
a

1 Pl ol s
gdvéaﬂ ﬁna%t%e &u\ﬁ%s ed étfﬂea\mchllrower BI-

e and Tract Society or New York, Inc.
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CURBING

the Scourge
of

INEQUALITY

|

The Creator will soon bring
about the equality that humans
crave. Urtil then, we can at
least take steps to curb the
scourge of inequality that affects
ws and our families. As Nelson
Mandela, former president of
South Africa, observed, "it is
what we make out of what we
have, not what we are given,
that separates one person
from another."

are the men_and women wh

were given little at birth but
who, by making use of what they had
achieved successes that set them” apart
from their possibly more gifted peers.
Conversely, othef Individuals rich-
y blessed with advantages from, birth
squandered what they had and failed to
live up to their full potential.

HISTORY verifies his words. Man



Jehovah's Witnesses battle illiteracy
by teaching tens of thousands of
people to read and write

termt{t Was so bad that | had become

anin rovert usually re an onoth ers

to speak for me, | joined

the ‘Theocratic_Ministry. School and

had to give a Bible reading before a

small audience. .., I stuttered so had-

ly that | was unable to complete the

dssignment In the allotted time, Af-

ter the meeting theJcounseIor] kindl

gave me practical advice. He sugges

éd that | practice reading aloud fom

self, ThlSldId P end|n time day af-

ter day, read Waou rom my |b|e

and the Watchtower ma azme " This

man progressed o well that he now

Make the Most of What You Have! |ves public %tscourses to audiences number-
dJehoG/alhsztneSfes are keenl ||nt1|erest]c ng Into the hundreds, even thousanas.

In helping people gain a knowledge o

GodspurBosgsFthrgugtgastudyofthe ibe. E”JOV'”ngqga“tty Ath”?tththerS q

They realize, however, that tg benefit full sregar R A

from Bible information, people must be it Economic and social standing, clrcumstanc-

erate. For that reason, Jehovah's Witnesses 8381100 i}ehovahswttlnessesdtﬁt‘ﬁr greatly.

have taught tens of thousands of people to ec(tste/vor Ay Conditions.in Whith they .
read and it ncluaing 05,000 persons (s conyastwn’t I Wi g

ofthe mig-1090°) In one West African cou- Bt SO0 i A
fry alone, Referring to the outstanding so- [)ae%ﬁ\,,??ﬁaﬂ erad?ggteo {roﬁ]g”ﬁ,rﬂaﬂ zfe

cial service that Jehovah’s Witnesses pro-
vide, the SanFranmsco EXaminer qﬂé e%ehavlen agfggﬂ%llﬁhed this ﬁ%/ydﬁé@%
YOU might regard them as model citizens. earned from the Bible. 1ghe ftoe earte

){pay taxesdlltgently, tend the sick, bat- t% embrace such B|be ori CI%ES 3
e

illiteracy. Way man Sees is the Way od sees

In addltton by means of a progressive
COUrse In publtcyspeakm JehoR/a s Wit- Eause ut“%“té’t‘ J% eosva ttaf%%att taottg

nesses have trained hundreds of thousands b ?1 Samuel 167?1 “God Is, not par-
of people to become qualyfied s eakers anle h ? ut inevery. nﬁtlont e man that te t
to ‘express themselves fluently in” public. and Works Ti te usness IS ac ge
Among these thoysands are some who once  to him, gActsl § ﬁ{eturn ev [evi
had serious speech problems. Take the man  to ng oné. Provide, finé things in the mg t
from South Africa who writes: “My stut-  of all men. If possible, as far as It depends
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Bible truth helps
eradicate racial,
social, and economic
prejudices

upon you, be peaceable with all men,”—Ro-
mans 12:17, 18; see also 1 Timothy 6:17-19:
James 25, 9,

Closely adhering to these Bible principles
that promote unity, Jenovah's Witnesses re-
fuse to toIerate wrthrn therr ranks any ex-
ercrse of inequali dy based upon racial, so-
cial, or economrc fferences. These, factors
play no part, for example, In deciding who
I5 t0.be extended privileges of service in the
Chrrstran congregation. Positions of respon-
sibility, such as teachrng and oversight, are
gfrante solely_on the badis of spiritual quaI-

ications,—I Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-

For individuals who have suffered under
the inequalities of a biased world, how re-
freshing it is fo have others treat them as
brotherS and sisters with equal standing be-
fore their Creator! Martina cap attetst to
this. After her father deserted the fami-

she was raised in a poor, one-parent
ome. She was often treated like a social
outcast, had little self- confrdence and found
it hard to get along wrt others. She. de-
velo ed acouldnT -cdre-less attitude. Things
change owever after S ebe an stud ?
the beand ecame one of Je ova S
116SSES.. ie says. “I must still g ht nega-
trvet inking, ut now | am better able’to

co ewrth the H}oblem d | k
self-respect has improved. an sea
?/h reatepr confrdenc The trut?r has g
en me a sense of responsibility. Now I k ow
}ha}l Jehovah loves me and that Irfe Is worth
W
Asgan international_group of Christians,
Jehovah’s Witnesses in” qver 230 countries
enjoy a degree of equality that s truly
unicue rntoda%/sworld Can any other reli-
g u(s orl?anrzaagr; make a srmrlar claim and

Of course Jeh?vah s Witnesses are real-
istic. They readily admit that bern? prod-
ucts of an imperfect environment, they
can no more blot out human inequality than
could any of the others who over the ctentu-
ries have tried to do so—and failed. Never-
theless, they rejoice that within their own
ran ? they” have done much to curb this
scourge. And with strong faith n
gromrs they look forwar trianew
Word f teousness where inequality will
forever beathrng of the past.

Yes, all obedient humans will soon be
restored to the equality “in drgnrty and
rights thattherrCre?torpurRose fof them
toen ¥rnthe first place. W tabeautrfl
thoudh I And this time 1t will be a reality!



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Witnesses Go to the Public in France

FROM the early hours of Friday, January 29,
1999, and continuing into the weekend, Jehovah's
Witnesses in France enthusiastically distributed on
the streets and later from house to house, 12 mil-
lion copies of a tract entitled People of France, You
Are Being Deceived! Why such a campaign?

At a press conference in Paris that Friday morn-
ing, the reason for the campaign was given. A
Witness spokesman explained: "What we want to
do today is make ourselves known for what we
are and silence the defamatory statements spread
about us. We are willing to accept criticism, but we
will no longer listen to lies and comments that dam-
age our reputation."

Although Jehovah's Witnesses are the third larg-
est Christian religion in France, dozens of Witness
children have been insulted and harassed in school.
Adults have lost their jobs and have been threat-
ened because of their religion. Unbelievably, even
the religious contributions they have received have
been assessed for a 60-percent tax. How did the
campaign deal with this discrimination?

The tract declares: "The 250,000 Jehovah's
Witnesses and their associates living in France
PROTEST against the dishonest way in which their
Christian religion, which has existed in France since
1900, has been lumped together with dangerous
sects since 1995. . . . PROTEST against the con-
stant harassment to which they have been subject-
ed." The slanderous charges that have been lev-
eled at the Witnesses in France and the devious
ways in which detractors have sought to create
negative publicity were exposed. The tract con-
cludes by saying: "Today, more than two million Je-
hovah's Witnesses and their associates live in Eu-
rope. They respect the laws of the States of which
they are citizens by upholding the values of the
Gospel. People of France, these are the facts. It is
our duty to present them as they truly are!"

Quick, Positive Response

Millions of tracts were given out on the first
day. In Paris alone, by midday over 7,000 Wit-

nesses had put more than 1.3 million tracts in
the hands of people. Seeing so many Witnesses
giving out tracts on the streets was certainly a
first for the people. The media, including national
and local newspapers and television, reacted fa-
vorably to the communication drive. The newspa-
per Le Progres de Lyon noted: "This initiative . . .
brings into the open a misunderstanding about a
word. In the last ten years, the word 'sect’ . . . has
taken on a perverse, dangerous, and harmful con-
notation. . . . Jehovah's Witnesses are not of a
dangerous nature likely to destabilize society."

Those who know Jehovah's Witnesses appreci-
ate their peaceful nature and their deep respect for
the established social order. Thus, many on the
streets expressed their appreciation and support
for the tens of thousands of Witnesses who took
part in the campaign. Telephone calls, faxes, and
letters from people expressing their thanks for the
tract were received almost immediately. Above all,
sincere ones were given the chance to hear the
facts about the Witnesses as opposed to fictitious
and senseless remarks, and those whose beliefs
had been maligned were able to demonstrate their
feelings for what they hold dear.

THEWATCHTOWER— AUGUST 1,1999 9



Bible

Interpretation
By Whose Influence?

0

NE definition of the word "interpret" is "to conceive in
the light of individual belief, judgment, or circumstance.”
(Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary) Thus,

one's interpretation of anything is usually influenced by one's back-
ground, education, and upbringing.

What, though, about
Bible interpretation? Are
we free to explain Bi-
ble passages according to
our own "belief, judgment,
or circumstance"? Natural-
ly, most Bible scholars and
translators claim that they do
not do so but that they are
guided by God.
A case in point is what is said
footnote to John 1.1 in A
New Version of the Four Gospels,
published in 1836 by John Lingard
under the pseudonym "A Catholic."
It says: "Men of every persuasion
find the confirmation of their peculiar
opinions in the sacred volumes: for,
in fact, it is not the Scripture that in-
forms them, but they that affix their own
meaning to the language of Scripture."
Though the point is well taken, what
was the writer's intent? His comment was
in support of his interpretation of that
verse, which he translated: "At the begin-
ning was 'the word;' and 'the word' was with
God; and 'the word' was God," a typical
Trinitarian rendition.

10 THE WATCHTOWER—AUGUST 1, 1999

What impelled the writer to translate
John 1.1 in support of the Trinitarian doc-
trine? Is it "the Scripture that informs" him
to do so? That is impossible, for nowhere
in the Bible is the teaching of the Trinity
to be found. Note what The New Encyclo-
paedia Britannica says on this point: "Nei-
ther the word Trinity nor the explicit doctrine
appears in the New Testament." In addition,
Yale University professor E Washburn Hop-
kins observed: "To Jesus and Paul the doc-
trine of the trinity was apparently unknown;
. . . they say nothing about it."

What, then, can we conclude about those
who support a Trinitarian interpretation
of John 1:1 or any other Bible verse? By
Mr. Lingard's own criterion, "it is not the
Scripture that informs them, but they that af-
fix their own meaning to the language of
Scripture."

Happily, we have God's own Word to
guide us on this. "You know this first," said
the apostle Peter, "that no prophecy of
Scripture springs from any private interpre-
tation. For prophecy was at no time brought
by man's will, but men spoke from God
as they were borne along by holy spirit."
— 2 Peter 1:20, 21.



“Gird yourselves with

LOWLINESS OF MIND”

(G0dopposes the hauqhty ongs, but he

gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.

A\MONG the mental dispositions that
L\ God’s Word brings to_our atten-
J. JLtionare tw? opposites. Both of them
have a profound effect on human behavior,
One is described as “lowliness, of mind.
1 Peter 5:5) A dictionary defines “low-
}/ as heing” “humble in manner or spir-
It; free from self-assertive pride.” Lowliness
of mind is synonymous with humility, and
frl?arntGod’s Viewpoint, it is a very deirable
q 2“_Ti¥e opposite is pride. This is_defined
as “Inordinate self-esteem,” being “disdain-
ful.” It is self-centered, and it seeks materi-
al eﬁ]mstlc, and other advanta?es reg_erlrdles_s
of thie adverse effects upon others. “The Bl-
ble notes. one_result: “Man has dominated
man to his injury.” It speaks of the “rival-
ry of one toward another” as “striving af-
ter the wind” because at death “nothing at
all can one carry away.” Such pride 1S very
undesirable from God’s viewpoint.—Eccle-

siastes 4:4; 5:15: 8:9.

The World’s Prevallln? Spirit
IR
iz W : |
wor %’s pr(ivaiﬁin% (ﬁ)lrlt? (Wori/(\{ ilitar
and Social Expenditures 199 notes: “No
other century on record equals the 20th
In uncivilized . . . violence.” Competition

. 2. What tw osite. mental dis os;tions
P i

| PETER 55.

for political and economic power—as, well
as national, reljﬂlous, tribal, and ethnic ri-
valries—has Kifled over 100 million peo-
ple in this century. Self-centered behavior
on an_ individual Tevel has also increased.
The Chicago Tribune stated: “Societal ill-
ness includes mindless violence, child abusg,
divorce, drunkenness, AIDS, te_en-age Sui-
cide, drugs, street gangs, rape, |Ileg| Imacy,
abortion, porno?ra hy; ... ;{ln . Cheating,
political corruption ... Right and w[png ds
moral concePts hz1ve been abolished.” Thus,
the, UN Chronicle warned: “Societies are
disintegrating.” _ _

~4These conditions are worldwide. It is
{_ust as Bible prophecy foretold for our
ime: “In the last daﬁs critical times hard
to deal with will be

lovers of themselves y, self
assuming, haughty, blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, disloyal, hav-
ing no natural affection, not open to an

agreement, slanderers, without self-control,
fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers,
headstrlorzlg, puffed up with pride."—2Tim-

ere. For men will be
lovers of mongy, self-

otf%yr& - .

hat is an accurate description of this
world’s_?revam,ng spirit. 1t is a selfish me-
first attitude, Rivalry among nations is mir-
rored by rivalry among individuals. In com-
petitive sports; for example, many athletes

ot P gy
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desire to be number one re?ardless of how
this hurts others emotionally or even phys-
ically. This self-centered spirit is promot-
ed in children and continues in many areas
of adult life. It results in “enmities; strife,
jealousy, fits of anger contentions, divi-
slons."—Galatians 519-2L.
6The Bible shows that the self-centered
spirit of this world reflects that of “the
one called Devil and Satan, who is mislead-
ing the entire inhabited earth.” Regard-
Ing Satan’s influence on the people ||V|ng1 in
these critical last days, the Bible foretglls:
“Woe for the earth " . . because the Dev-
il has come down to you, having great an-
er, knowing he has a short periodof time.”
%Revelatlon 2:9-12) So he and his associate
demons have infensified their efforts to pro-
mote a selfish frame of mind in the human
family. And how does Jehovah feel about
such an attitude? His Word says: “Even(one
that is E)roud in heart is something detest
able to Jehovah."—Proverhs 16:5.

Jehovah Is With the Lowly Ones

70n the other hand, Jehovah blesses
those who are_lowly in mind. In sonq to Je-
hovah, KmP David said: “The humble peo-
ol ou will'save: but youreyes are agamst
M hty ones, that you may bring'them
low, 2 amuel 22:1, 28>:Hence God’s Word
counses “Seek Jehovan, all you meek ones
of the earth . . . Seek rightéousness, seek
meekness Probably rXou may be concealed
In the day of Jehovah’s angér.” (Zephaniah
2:3) Those who humbly séek Jehovah are
taught bY him to cultivate a totally d|ffer
entspirit from that of this world. *He will
teach the meek ones his way.” (Psalm 25:9;

T R o o

lalt()d/oe%oﬁse tJe%h%va}h e7gard lowly ones, and
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|sajah 54:13) That way is the way of love,
It Is based on doing What is righit accord-
Ing to God’s standards. According to the BI-
blg, this principled Iove ‘does notbragf 0eS
not get puffed uo does not look for Its
ownTnterests.” (1 Corinthians 13:1- Eg It also
manifests itself in lowliness of min
8Paul and other first- eenturK Christians
learned this kind of love from the teachings
of Jesus. And Jesus learned it from his Fa-
ther, Jehovah, of whom the Bible says: “God
is love.” (1 John 4:8) Jesus knew that |t Was
God’s will for him to live by the law o Iov
and he did. (J fohn 38) That is why h Do
compassion for the downtrodden, the Roor
the sinners. (Matthew 9:36) He told them:
“Come to me, all you who ‘are toiling and
loaded down, and | will refresh you. Take my
yoke upon you and Ifarn from ‘me, for | am
mdd tflm ered and lowly In heart. " —Mat-
ew
9Jesus showed his dlsmples the |mpor
tance of |m|tat|ngn is love and um|I|
y when he told em BY this all will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love among yourselves.” (John 13:35) The
would stand out_as separate from this self-
centered world. That 1s why Jesus could say
of his followers: “They aré no part. of th
world.” (John 17:14) No, they do not imjtate
the prout, selfish spirit of Satan’s world. In-
stead, they imitate the spirit of love and hu-
mility that Jesus showed.
ods Word foretold that in these last
¥s humb e ones would be gathered to-
ﬁe her in a global society hased on love and
umility. Thus, In the midst of a world that
IS becomm? more and more prideful, Jeho-
vah’s people display the opposite attitude

b e e oL
gml bg t esus dis

tis Jehovah domyg with lowly ones in



—lowliness of mind. Such ones say: “Let us
0o up to the mountain of Jehovah [his ele-
vated true worship],... and he will instruct
us about his ways, and we will walk in his
paths.” (Isaiah. 22 3) Jehovah's Wifness-
es make up this global society walking in
God’s paths. They'include a growmg “great
crowd, which no"man was able to dumber
out of all nations and tribes and peoples and
tongues.” (Revelation 7:9) This great crowd
IS now made up_of millions of people. How
IS Jehovah training them to be humble?

Learning to Be Lowly in Mind

. 1LGod’s spirit working through his will-
ing Beople_e_nables them'to learn to conquer
the bad spirit of the world and then to dem-
onstrate the fruitage of God’s spirit. This
manifests itself in"“love, joy, peace, Io_ng-
suffermc]} kindness, goodness, faith, mild-
ness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22, 23) To
help them deveIoP those qualities, God’s ser-
vants are.counseled not to become “egotisti-
cal, stirring up competition with one an-
other, envying one another.” (Galatians 5;
26) Similarly,"the apostle Paul said: “I tell
everyone thére among you not to think more
of himself than it is nécessary to think; but
to think so as to have a sound mind.”—Ro-
mans 12:3, o

2God’s Word tells true Christians to do
“nothing out of contentiousness, or out of
egotism, but with lowliness of mind consid-
efing that the others [of God’s servants] are
supérior to you, keepm? an eye, not in"per-
sonal interest upon just your’own matters
but also in personal interest upon those of
the others.” (Philippians, 2:3, 4) “Let each
one keep seeking, not his own advantage,
but that of the other person.” (1 Corinthians
10:24) Yes, “love builds up” others with un-

(I)“’m%%d 4—Iow do God’s servants display lowliness

selfish words and gcts. (1 Corinthians 8:11) It
promotes cogperation, not competition. The
me-first spirithas no place among Jehovah’s
servants. T
BHowever, because of |Wher|ted imper-
fection, we are_not horn lowly i mind.
Psalm 51:5) This quality must be learned.
nd this may be difficult for those not
taught Jehovah's ways from childhood but
who accept them later in life. They have al-
ready formed personalities based on this old
world’s attitudes. So they have to Jearn to
put away the old personality which con-
forms to their] former course of conduct
and to “put on"the new personalgtr_whlch
was created according to God’s will'in trug
righteousness and loyalty.” (Ephesians 4:22,
24) With God's help sincere ones can do
what he asks of them: “Clothe yourselves
with the fender affe(T;tlons of compassion
kindness, lowliness of mind, mildness, and
Ionlg-suffe_rm_g.”—CoI053|ans 312,

The disciples of Jesus had to learn that.
They were adults when they became his djs-
ciples and had a measuré of the worldly
spirit of rivalry in them. When the mother
of two of then sgught promingnce for her
sons, Jesus said: “The rulers of the nations
lord it over [the people] and_the great men
wield authority over tfiem. ThisIs not the
way among you; but whoever wants to, he-
come great dmong you must be your minis-
ter, and whoever wants to be first amon
you must be your slave, Just as the Son o
man [Jesus] ¢ame, not to_be ministered to,
but to minister and to give his soul a ran-
som In exchange for many.” (Matthew 20:20-
28) When Jesus told his disCiples not to use
titles to try to elevate themselves, he add-
ed: “All'yod are brothers."—Matthew 23:8.

%3. hg/ must Iowlin%ss of mind be learned, and
gw 06S '
14, How

(ﬁae IeesabrsnsI eak against wanting to el
evate onese f’.; P g J
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BA t[ue follower of Jesus is a servant,
ges a slave to llow Christians. %Galatrans
13 Especra fs this so with, those who
want {o qua or gversight in the con-
gregation. They should never compete for
prominence or power; they are not'to ‘lord
It over those who are Gods inheritance but
are to become examples, to them.’ (1 Peter
5:3) Indeed, a self-seeking spirit i an In-
dication that a man is unfit for oversight.
Such a.person wauld be injurious to the ¢on-
gregatron True, 1t Is proPerto reach out for
n office of overseer,"but this should spring
from a desire to serve ofher Christians. This
office s not a position of prominence or pow-
er, for those in qversight should be among
the most lowly of mind’in the congregation.
—1 Timothy 3:1, 6.
BThe apostle John calls our attention to
apersonw 0 had the Wronrtrn lewpoint, stat-
Ing: “I wrote something to the congregation
but Drotreﬁhes o [ikes o have he first
Place among them, does not receive any-
hing from Us with respect.” This man dealt
with” others disrespectfully to try to ad-
vance his own position. Instead, God’s sPrr
it moved John to incorporate I the Bible a

&ihat attrtu e st;ould those seeking the of-

overseer
hy ‘was |otrephes denounced in God’s

In Review
O Describe this world's prevailing
spirit.
O How does Jehovah favor those who
are lowly in mind?

O Why must lowliness of mind be
learned?

O What are some Bible examples of
individuals who displayed lowliness
of mind?
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denunciation of Diotrephes because of his
me-first attitude.—3 John 9, 10.

The Right Attitude
UThere are many Bible examples of the
right attitude, of lowliness of mind. When
Péter entered the home of Cornelius, that
man “fell down at Petersg feet and did
obeisance to him.” But instead of accept-
|ng adulatron “Peter lifted h Im up Sa |nz%
Rise: myself am aIsoaman Acts 10
2W erl Paul and Barnabas were in Lys-
Paul healed a man lame from birth, As
a result, the crowds said that these apos-
tles were gods However, Paul and Barnahas
P ped their outer garments and leaped
Into the crowd, cryrnr{r out and sa)rrn
‘Men why are you dging these thrngs e
also are umans havrn% the same infirmi-
ties as yoy do.”” (Acts 14:8-15) These hum-
blemcarns Istians would not accept glory from
hu
BWhen the apostle John was given “a
revelation by Jesus Christ,” it was transmit-
ted by an an?el (Revelation 1:1) Because of
the power of an angel, we can understand
h John was awed, for one anqel destroyed
1 00 As]s rans, |nonen| ht, (2 Kings 19:
o nre eardand
se n, | fell down to worshrp before the feet
of the angel that had been showing me these

things. But he tells me: ‘Be care uI| Do not
do thiat! All |'am is a fellow slave of you and
of your brothers ... Worship God.” (Reve-

Iﬁtron 22.8, 9) What IoerneSf of mind on
the part of this powerful angel!

Dlesus was the frnest exam Ie of one
who was lowly in mind. He was God sondy
begotten Sort, the future King of God’s

ﬂ? How drE Petﬁr; Paul, and Barnabas display
umility, what did a powerful angel
errng

gne Srgo
ontr sttte] nj%s h;rlnes of co

1
h? oman generas Wi OW INESS 0



Theangel told John: "Do not do that!
All'l am is a fellow slave"

h_eaven|¥ Kingdom. When he presented
himself o the people as such, he did not do
as the conquering generals of Roman times
did. They were given huge parades—proces-
sions—and rode in chariofs decorated with
gold and ivory, drawn by white horses, or
even by elephants, lions, or tigers. In the
processions were musicians smgmg[ victory
songs, alon? with carts loaded with booty
and” huge floats illustrating battle scenes,
There Were also captive kings, Prmces, ang
generals, with their familigs, often strlpﬁed
Naked to humiliate them. The events reeked
of pride, haughtiness,

Contrast that with the way Jesus of-
fered himself. He was willing to submit
humbly to fulfilling the prophecy about
him, which foretold:™Look! Your king him-
self comes to you. He is righteous, yes,
saved: humple, and riding upon an ass.” He
hum_bIY rode on a beast of burden, not in a
chariof_pulled by magnificent parade ani-
mals. (Zechariah™9.9; Matthew 21:4, 5) How
hapr umble people are that Jesus will be
Jehovan’s appointed King over. the entire
earth in the new world, ong who is truly low-
ly in_mind, humble, loving, compassionate,
merciful!'—Isaiah 9:6, 7; Philippians 2:5-8.

A The fact that Jesus, Peter, Paul, and
other men and women of faith in Bible
times were lowly in mind dispels the idea
that humility is weakness. Instead, it shows
strength of Character, for these ones were
coura (fous and zealoys. With great men-
tal ang moral strength, they endured se-
vere trials. (Hebrews, chapter 11) And to-
day, when Jehovah’s servants are lowly in
mind, they have similar strength because

21. What does lowliness of mind not indicate?
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God backs up lowly ones with his power-
ful holy spirit. Thus, we are urged: “All o

}/ou gird yourselves with lowlingss of mind
oward one another, because God opposes
the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved
kindness to the humble ones. Humble your-
selves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you I dle time.

—1Peter 55, 6; 2 Corinthians 4.7.

2 ¥here JS ﬁnother positive aspect o low-
liness of mind that God's servants need to

Bractl_ce. It IS one that contributes much to
uilding up the spirit of love and coopera-
tion In the congregations, Indeed, It IS an es-
sential mgredlegt_of h)w#lness of mind. This
will'be diScussed in tne following article.

t2|%le¥Vhat will be discussed in the following ar-

Show honor to others

“In showing honor to one another take the lead. ”
—ROMANS 12:10.

preceding article emphasized the
f 1 counsel of God's Word: “All of you
. gird yourselves with lowliness™ of
mind toward one another, because God op-
poses the haughty ones, but he (]]IVGS un-
deserved kindness to the humble ones.
(L Peter 5:5) One way for us to gird ourselves
with lowliness of mind is to practice show-
mc% honor to others.

The word “honor” is often used in the

Bible to indicate the respect, esteem, and
consideration that we should show to oth-
ers. W?_hon?hr o_thgrs b_¥ bell_n(\; kind tto t?ﬁm
respecting their dignity, listening to thejr
werpom , being read yto fulfill rgeasonable
requests made of us. “Those wha are_low]

In ‘mind usually will not find this difficult.
However, those'who are proud of heart may
find it difficult to show genuine honor and

. (3) What We practice to_show our
b A B b

snow
16 [HEwATCHTOWER— AUGUST 1,1999

may instead try to gain favors and advan-
tages by insincere flattery.

Jehovah Honors Humans _
3 Jehovah himself sets the example in
showing, honor. He created humans with
free will and does not treat them like
mere robots, (1 Peter 2:162 For instance,
when he told Abraham that Sodom was to
be destroyed because of its gross wicked-
ness, Abraham asked: “Will yol really sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? Sup-
posé there are fifty rl_?hteous men in the
idst of the city.” Will you, then  sweep
them ﬁwag aH not pardon the place fo
the sake Of the fifty?” Jehovah answere
that he would spare’ the city for the sake
of 50 righteous ones. Abraham then contin-
Ued to 9Iead humb%. What if there were
only 457 407 307 207 10? Jehovah assured
Abraham that he would not destroy Sodom

3 4 Flogv did Jehovah show honor to Abraham,
and why



Jehovah honored Abraham by considering his pleading

if just ten righteous men were found.—Gen-
esis 18:20-33,
_4Jehovah knew that there were not ten
righteous men in Sodom, yet he hongred
A raham bﬁ listening to his view and_ deal-
ing with him respectfully. Why? Be-
catise Abraham “put faith in Jehovan; and
he proceeded to count it to him as Ti h-
teousness,” Abranam was called “Jenovan’s
friend.” %Genesm 15:6; James 2:23) Further-
more, Jehovah saw that Abraham honored
others, When a d|spute regardm% terrltory
aroge betweenhls herdsmen and toseo iS
ne hew Lot, Abraham honored Lot by tell-
g}imm to choose first the area he wanted.
Lot picked what he considered the choicest
land, and Abraham moved elsewhere.—Gen-
esis 13511, _
bJehovah similarly honored righteous

5. How did Jehovah honor Lot?

Lot Before Sodom was destroyed, he told
Lot to flee to @ mountainous area However,
Lot said that he did not want to qo there: he
preferred nearby Zoar, although that cit
Wwas in the ared that Was to be destroyed.

Jehovah said to Lot: “Here | do show you
consideration to this extent also, b?]/ my not
overthrowing the city of which you have spo-
ken.” Jehova showed honor to faithful Lot
by doing what he asked.—Genesis 19:15-22;
2 Peter2:6-9.

6 When Jehovah sent Moses back to Egypt
to lead His peoRIe out of slavery and t0
speak to Pharaoh about letting SReopIe
go Moses responded:; “Excuse me, Jenovan

ut | am not a fluent speaker.” Jehovah as-
sured Moses: “| mYseIf shall prove to he with
your mouth and [ will teach you what you
ought to say.” But Moses was still hesitant,

6. How did Jehovah honor Moses?
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In successful marriages, husband and wife honor each other

At that Jehovah reassured Moses and a
range 3to senﬁns rther Aaron whh h|m
ass okesman, —Exo us 4

7In_all such instances, Jehovah showed
his willingness o honor others, es eC|aI|y
those who'served him, Although what they
asked for may have differed from Jehovah
or| inal JnteKt he consldere]d thelrre uests

made allowance for them as lohg as
these did not violate his purpose.

Jesus Honored Others
rS8JeosHse|m r:ta;egrgehova]elrrg honorm%voth
wd
an who(h (J suffered a flow of Ioo for 12
ears. Doctors had been unable to cure her.
nder the Mosale Law, she was considered
ceremonially unclean and should not have

% vh/ (\jvas JJehov hW|II|n t0 hon%r others?
esus onor a oman Who was very
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been there. She got behind Jesus, touched
his garment, and"was healed. Jesus did not
stand on the technicalitjes of the Law, scold-

Ing her for what she did. nstead knowing
the circumstances, he honore her, sarlné;
“Daughter, your faith has made ou well. Go
in_peace, and be in good health rom your
grievous_sickness."—Mark 5:25-34; Leviti-
cus 15:25-27.

9 Another time, a Phoemuan woman said
to Jesué “Have mercy (ﬁw é)n
of Davl daug ter IS ha ¥ emonlze
Knome that he had been sent to the nation
of Israel'and not to Gentiles, Jesus said: “It
IS not hght to_ take the bread of the chil-
dren [of sraell and throw it to little doq
Gentrles].” The woman answered: “But req
Iy the little dogs do eat of the crumbs._fall-
Ing from the table of their masters.” Then

9. How did Jesus honor a Gentile?



Jesus said: “0 woman, great is your faith; let
It haﬁpen to Xou as you wish."Her daughter
was healed. Jesus Ronored. this Gentile be-
cause, of her faith. Even his use of the ex-
pression “little dogs,” instead of referring to
wild dogs, softened the matter and shoived
his compassion.—Matthew 15:21-28,
Desus kept teaching his disciples about
the need to_be lowly m mind and to hon-
or others, since they still had the me-first
problem. Once after they had had an argu-
ment, Jesus asked: “What were you arﬁu-
ing over?” They kept silent, for “they Rad
aﬁued amoné; hemselves who is greater.
(Mark 9:33, 34) Even the mghtbfo_re Je-
sus died, “there alsp arose a eﬁted d|s%%1te
among them over whicn one of them seemed
to be greatest.” (Luke 22:24) So_durmg the
Passover meal, Jesus “put water into a basin
and started to wash the feet of the disci-
gles.”What a gowerful lesson! Jesus was the
on of God, next only to Jehovah in all the
universe. Yet, he tau%ht his disciples an hon-
orable lesson by washing their feet. He said:
“| set the pattérn for you, that, just as | did
to you, you should do also."—John 13:5-15.

Paul Showed Honor

1LAs an imitator of Christ, the apostle
Paul showeg honor to others. (1 Corinthians
11:1) He said: “Neither have we been seek-
ng glory from men ... Tothe contrary, we
hecame gentle jn the midst of you, as whep
a nursing _mother cherishes hier own chil-
dren.” (T Thessalonians 2:6, 7) A nursmq
mother cares for her little ones, After Pau
necame.a Christian, hg learned to, be i)w-
In mind and showed honor tq his fellow
hristians by treating them gently. In doing
50, he also respected their free will, as was

Oéc}/vggt F{%O ehful !desssl?nne%iéi d]?esus teach his
il H A teJ gal}ll% ame a awristlan, what did
e learn, a di %)e apply this lesson in con-
nection wit n

[lemony

demonstrated by .an event that took place
when he was a prisoner in Rome.

DA runaway slave named Onesimus lis-
tened to Paul’s teaching. He became a Chris-
tian as well as Paul’s friend. The slave’s gwn-
er was Philemon, also a Christian, who lived
In Asia Minor. In a letter to Phileman, Paul
wrote how useful Onesimus was to him, say-
m?: 1 would like to hold_him_back for my-
self.” Yet, Paul returned Onesimus to Phile-
mon, for he wrote: “Without your consent |
do not want to do anythmg, S0 that your
good act may be, not as under compulSion,

ut of your own free will.” Paul did not take
advantage of the fact that he was an apos-
tle, but he honored Philemon by not ask-
Ing to keeP Onesimus in Rome.”Moreover,
Paul exhorted Philemon to honor Onesimus,
treating him “as more than a slave, as a
brother beloved.”—Philemon 13-16.

Showmg Honor in Our Day
BGod’s Word counsels; “In showing hon-
or to one another take the lead.” (Romans
12:10) This means that we should ot wait
for others to show_honor to us first, but
we should take the initiative. “Let each one
eeP seekmq not his own advantage, but
that of the qther person.” (1 Corinthians 10:
24: 1 Peter 3:8, 9) Thus, Jehovah's servants
ook for opportunities to show honor to those
In the family circle, to fellow Christians_in
the congregation, and even to those outside
the congregation.

UThe Bible states: “The head of every
man Is the Christ: in turn the head of a woni-
an is the man.” (1 Corinthians 11.3) Jeho-
vah obljgates the man to treat his wife as
Christ did the congregation. At 1 Peter 37,
the hushand is directed to assign his wife

honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine

. What.does Romans 12:10 tell us to do?
évilfe ow 1 %onor S ownzbetween ?msband and
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one.” He can do this by displaying a genu-
ing willingness to |isten and by taking his

wife’s suggestions into congideration. Gen
esis 21:12) He maz give her first choice when
no issue Is at stake, and he does thrngs for
her and treats her kindly. In turn, “th wife
should have deep resPect for her husband.”

(Ephesran5533 ) She listens tohrm does not
a ways strrve to get her way, does not belit-
teor nag.him. She shows [owliness of mind
by nottryrng to dominate her hushand, even
When stie has superior abilities In certain

are
]5W|th|n the Christian congregation,
there are those who are particularl worthy
of honor, such as older ones. “Before
hair you'should rise up, and you must S ow
consideration for the personof an old man
[or woman] " (Leviticus 19:32) This is espe-
cially the case with those who have served
Jehovah farthfully for many years because
tgray hea edness IS a crowt of beauty when
is" found in the way of rrghteousness
(Proverhs 16:31) Overseers should set the
example by showing due regard for fellow
Christians"who are older than thetf are. Of
course, aged ones too need to display a re-
sp ectful attrtude toward younger ones, espe-
cra ht ose who share the responsibility of
shepherding the tlock.—1 Peter 5:2, 3,
Young ones should honor their parents:
“Children’ be obedrent to your parents in
union with the Lord, for this is rrghteous
*Honor your father and your mother”; which
IS the first command wrth a Promise: T hat
It may go well wrt ou an” VOU may endure
a long fime on the éarth. turn parents
honor their young ones, for they are told
ot to be irritating their children but to go
on bringing them"up In the discipline and

hat confade]ratron N spgwn to older ones,

and 0w spou g
GnH,OW oparents and'children honor one an-
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mental- regulatrnti of Jehovah.—Ephesians
614 Exodus 2

TAlso to be shown honor are those who
work hard at serving the congregation: “Let
h oIder men who' preside in “a fine way
b eckoned worthy of double honor, espe-
cial % ose w owork hard In speaking and
teac Timothy 5:17) One way We can
S owt em thrs honor 15 by doing what He-
brews 13:17 states: “Be obedient to those
who are taking the lead among you and be
submissive.”

BDo we have to show honor to those out-
side the congregation? Yes. For example, we
are rnstructed Let every soul be In Subjec-
tion to the superior authorities.” (Romans
13:1) These are the secular rulers that Jeho-
vah allows to exercise authority until his
Kingdom rePIaces them. (Danie 4(? Sowe
rendertoaltherrdues to him who calls for
the tax, the tax; to him who calls for the
trrbute the trrbut% t0 him who ca Is for
fear, stch fear: to him who calls for honor,
such honor.” (Romans 13:7) We are to “honar
men [or, women] of all sorfs.”—1 Peter 2:17.

BWhile it is true that we are to hon-
or even those outsr e the congre atron
notew at God’s Word em asrzes song
as we have trmefavora efor It, let us wor
W at |s good towar all, but es ecrally to
Yvar those relafed to us in the faith.”"(Ga-
atians 6103 Ot %ourse the best way th%
Wwe can Wr at 1S good” toward of
ers 1 to cu trvate and satrsf their spirj-
M}nees attew53ZTsweca“d

eeding the apostle Paul’s reminder: “Do

%our utmost t0 present ¥ourse|f approved to

od, aworkmanwith nothing to be ashamed
of, handling the word of thé truth aright.”

7.n Wb?o are worthy of being accorded “double
are) we to do toward those outside the

ngre t
2198 i—lnéh an th WOEIér\]rghat is good” toward oth-



When we tactfully utrIrze every oPportunrty
t0_give a witness, f Yaccom ishin our
mrnrstry, We are ot on ydorn% good towar
altlhbut also showrng honor to thém.—2 Tim-
othy 2

Honoring Jehovah
DJehovah honors his creatures. It is rea-
sonable then that we should, in turn, honor
him. (Proverbs 3:9: Revelation 4:11} Jeho-
vah’s Word also states: “Those. honoring me
| shall_honor, and those desprsrn% me” will
be of little account.” (1 Samuel 2 0) When
Pharaoh of Egypt was told to let God’s peo-
Rle go he arro?antly answered: “Who [s Je-
ovah sothat should obey his voice?” (Ex-
odus 5:2) When Pharaoh sent his armies to
crush the Israelrtes Jehovah parted the wa-
ters of the Red Sea for Israel. But when the
Egyptians followed, Jehovah caused the wa-
ters to refurn. “Pharaof’s chariots and his
militar forces Jehovah]l has cast into the
sea.” (Exodus 14:26-28; 15:4) So Pharaoh’s
proud refusal to honor Jehovah led to his di-
sastrous end.—Psalm 136:15.
AKing Belshazzar of Babylon refused to
honor Jénovah. During a drdnken feast, he
mocked Jehovah by drinking wine out of the

20 Wha,t happened to Pharaoh and his armies,

]h Jehovah against Belshazzar, and
what resu e

In Review

O What does it mean to honor others,
and how did Jehovah do this?

O How did Jesus and Paul honor others?

O Who are deserving of honor in
our day?

O Why must we honor Jehovah and
Jesus?

sacred vessels of ?old and silver taken from
Jerusalem’s temple. And while he was doing
this, he praised his agan gods, But Jeho-
vah's servant Daniel foldl hint: “You have not
humbled your heart... But against the Lord
of the heavens you exalted yourself.” That
very night Belshazzar was killed, and his
krngdom was taken away from him.—Dan-
el 5:22-31.

21n the first century C.E., King Herod
Was qrvrng an address tothe ubIrc and thely
shouted: “A god’s voice an not a man’s!
The varn ind did no disagree but wanted

or A that, “the angel of Jehovah

struo rm, because he did not give the glo-
ry to God.” gActs 12:21- 23) Herod hongre
himself, not Jehovah, and was struck dea
The relrgrous leaders of that time had drs
honored God b){ consp rrrn to kill his on
Jesus. Some rulers new at Jesus taugf
the truth but would not follow hrm or
they loved the %Ior of men more than even
the'glory of God.” (John 11:47-53; 12:42, 43)
Theation as a whole did not honor Jehovah
or his appointed Representative, Jesus, As
a result; Jehovah did not continue to hon-
or them, ahandoning them and their temple
to destruction, But he preserved alive those
who honored him and his Son.—Matthew
23:38: Luke 21:20-22

BAIl those who want to live i in God 5 new
world after this presents stem Is destroyed
must onor God and on, Christ Jesus,
and obe¥ them. (Joh n522 03; Phrlrpprans
2.9-11) Those who do not show such honor
“Will b ecut off from_the very earth.” On the
other hand, the upright onés who do honor
and obey God and Christ “are the ones that
will reside in the earth.”—Proverbs 2:21 22.

?e der)s 0 q rge? ge t aeﬁ]rS 0D h C@Woonq %

ovah avor, an wrthw rsu

%SsaY\rh YLy dato e " Godl’s new world?
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PEER PRESSURE

Can It Be to Your Advantage?

All of us are born with the basic desire to be accepted by our peers.
Nobody wants to be disliked, rejected. Thus, to varying

degrees, our peers influence us.

P ER |? defined as “one that is

of equal standing vvrt anotner;

. One belongrn tot e same So-

cietal group, especially] based on age,

grade, Or status.” Peer pressure, in turn,

is the' force exerted on us by our Peers
S0 that consciqusly or unconicrous

con orm to their way of thinking or act-

Ing. Peer pressure IS usually sgen in a

negatrve rgrht Yet, as we shall see, we

cafi turn 1t'to our advantage.

Influence on All A?e GrouP

Peer Pressure is not Timited to the
young; it affects all age groups. Its influ-
ence 15 manifest when e find ourselves
asking such guestrons as; “Others are do-
ing it why cant 17” *Why do | always
hale to be drfferent7 Whiat will others
think or say?” “All my friends are dat-
Ing and getting marriad, but I’'m not. Is
something wrong with me?
While the pressure to conform affects
all age groups, 1t tends to %m P

ens urrn ad Jescence, The
nc asa s that mgst a0-

oescents eco e deep }/rnvove
their eergrou —that is therrcrrceo
friends and acquaintances. These teen-
agers look to their peer group, rath-
than to their parents, for approval,
and they may change their behavior to

_h_)
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win that approval.” Teenagers it adds
“assume they are devel ong norma 1y
if their peers accept and like them.” To
that end they “hecome ahsorbed in mat-
ters they think affect their popularity,
such as their style of dress, ‘leadership
ability, and SUCCess in datrng

Married couoles maY< fin that their
decrsrons about what |n of home to
uR/ o]r rent, w hat rnd of car to drive

ether to’ have children or not, and
many other matters are influenced |
Peer pressure—what IS acceptable in
herroommunrt amon therrassoorates
or ethnic gnoup Some Tamilies even ?o
deeR In_dept just to keep up material
with neigh orsan peers. Yes, our oas
our thinking, and our decisions 0 ten be-
tray the subtle power of peer pressure.
In View of Its_power, can we deal with
Reer pressure in an agvantageous way, to
elp us along in the direction we want to
007 Inceed, We can!

Wholesont)eD wger I[nfluence
Doctors and other health profession-
als know the valug of surroundrn their
Ratrents wjth positive eo le and qther
ealthful influences. an environ-
ment can be a stimulus to recovery. Peo-
ple who have lost a limb, for example,



are often helped through the long process of
phy srca rehabrlrtatron and emotronal [ecov-
ery by th eo]o example and encouragement
ofothers who have suffered similarly. Clear-
Iy |mmersrn% oneself in a wholesome envi-
fonment that includes optimistic, positive
role models 1s away of tapping into the right
kind of peer pressure.

This principle also holds true in the Chris-
tian congregation, for positive Reer Influ-
ence IS one of the reasons Jehovah has
directed his people to gather together regu-
larly. God urges us to “Incite oné anotherto
love and fine Works and to encourage one an-
other.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) Such encourage-
ment is invaluable because of the many ne%
ative and hurtful pressures in today’s worl
As a result of these pressures, Christians
have to exert themsel ves Vi orous to stay
spiritually strong. (Luke hus we
need and apprecrate he Iovrng support from
fellow believers. In addition, Some may have
to endure ‘thorns in the flesh,” perhaps_i[l-
ness or disability. (2 Corinthians 12:7) Oth-
ers may be struggling to overcome had hab-
Its or depression, or they may find it difficult
to, keep Up with the demands of life. We are
wise, therefore, to surround ourselves with
people who stay close to Jehovah God and
Wwho engoy serving him. Such peers will buoy
US up an eIp us ‘endure faithtully to the
end. —Matthew 24:13.

B choosrn? the right peers, then, we can
control the influence he;r exert on us. Addi-
tionally, the fine spiritual food and practical
trrurdance dispensed at Christian meetings

einforce the personal encouragement we re-
celve from our pegrs.

Of course, getting to Christian meetings
|s not always gasy. Some ma get little or o

support from marrrage Mmates, others may
have children to get eady, and transporta-
tion may be a problem for still others. But
think: It you do not allow these obstacles

to stop you, then your example ma R/ msprre
others who may be contending wit srmr ar
crrcpmstances In other words, you and ot -
ers like you provide not just a fine exampl
but also a wholesome form of peer influe ce
—and that without any hint of coercion.

In fact, the_apostle Paul, who himself had
to contend with many hardships_and obsta-
cles, encourag ed Christians to imitate his
fine example and that of other mature Chris-

tians. He said: “Unitedly become |m|tators
of me, brothers and kee oure e on those
t“t"eaxremwr H'QV%Vt?us oS i

gar Chrrstransﬁn Th%gsalonr
ca Iooked to PauIs fine example. Of them

Paul wrote: “You became imitators of us and
of the Lord, seeing that you accepted the

Wordundermuchtrrbulatl nwith joy ofho

plrrt sothat }/ou came to be an exam/pe to
| the believers |n Macedonia and In

1a.” (1 Th ssalonrans L6, 7) Our [p]ofrtrve at

titude and example can aveasr ar effect

on those with whom we assoclate.

Avoid Negative Influences

If we want to “avoid, unwholesome peer
pressure We must resist the |anuen<ie of

hose who walk n accord with the flesh.
ﬁRomans 8:4. 5 1John 2:15- 17g Otherwise,

urtful peer pressure will steer us away
from Jehovan and his wise counsel. Proveros
13:20 says; “He that Js walking with wise
persons will become wise, but he'that s hav-
ea mgs with the stugrd ones will fare
ou think of someone who fared
badx because of unwhol esome rpef res-
i B TR B
drug an P h(ﬂ1 puse !)ecause of the tnfl
ence of their peers.

Even wrthrn the Christian congregation,
We can come underthe Influence 0 unwhole-
some eer ressure If we choose spiritual-
ly weak Individuals as our close associates.
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gl Corinthians 15:33; 2 Thessalonians 3:14)
uch ones often are not inclined to dis-
cuss spiritual matters; they may even ridi-
cule those who enjoy such discussions. If we
choose these ones @as our close associates,
peer pressure may force us into a similar
mold, and soon we might find our thinking
and attitude reflecting theirs. We may even
begin to think negatively of those who are
?enume in their faith and who are trying
0 make spiritual advancement—1 Timo-

th¥|4:15. o _ .

How much wiser it is to cultivate friend-
ships with those who strive to please Jeho-
vah, who deh&;ht In spiritual matters! Such
associates will help us reflect “the wisdom
from apove.” It “is first of all chaste, then
peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of
mercy and good fruits, . .. not hypocriti-
cal.” {James 3:17) This does not mean that
sp|r|_tuall)()-m|nded people are incapable of
talking about anything other than spiritu-
al matters. On the coftrary! Just think of
the variety of interesting sub%e_cts that are
considered in Watch Tower publications like
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The congregation offers a wholesome
form of peer influence

the Awake! maqazme. Wholesome topics for
discyssion are ruI%/ endless, and by taking
an interest in a broad range of Subjects,
we reflect a love of life and of Jehovah’s
ha?dn{vork. A tennis olver
_Just as a good tennis player improves
his game ypqaymg with gtﬁ%r good play-
ers, the nght associates elevate Us mental-
ly, emotionally, and spiritually. On the other
and, the wrong agsociates ¢an lead us into
a course of hypocrisy by encouraging us to
lead a double life. How much b&tter it is
to enjoy a clean conscience along with self-
respect!

Some Who Benefited _
Most people find that Iearmng the Bi-
ble’s doctrines and its moral and spiritu-
al requirements |s not too, difficylt. What
can be difficult, however, is putting these
thm(lqs into practice. As the following ex-
amples show, wholesome peer influence can
help us serve Jehovah whole-souled.
. One Witness who is in the full-time min-
istry with his wife said that the examples of
his peers affected his goals in life. While he
was growing up, he had to put up with un-
wholesome influences. But he chose as his
friends those who encouraged him.to be reg-
ular in the ministry and in attending Chris-
tian meetings, Stlckm(rq with these, asso-
(r:r%%ttesr }Eelpe him along the path to spiritual
urity.
Anot%er Witness writes: “After my wife
and | got married W%moved to a con rega-
tion where a cou}Pl,e about QU age Jert 54
ular pioneers, Their example contribyted to-
ward ourgettm% méot ull-time mwlstr_y.
Then we {00 worked on building up the pio-
neer spirit in the congregation.”As a result,
many Joined us as pioneers.



Parents, encourage your children to mix
with upbuilding peers

Association with those who have theo-
cratic goals_can, make obedience, to Jeho-
vah easter. This is another beneficial effect
of wholesome peer influence. A Witness
who started in the full-time ministry as
a young man and later became a frav-
eling overseer now serves at one of the
branch offices of the Watch Tower Society.
He writes: “Some of my earliest and forid-
est childhood memories-are of full-time ser-
vants visiting our home. There was always
room for one_more chair at our dining-room
table. One circuit overseer gave me"a wit-
nessing bag when | was ten years old. | trea-
sure that bag to this day.”

Reflecttng on his teenage years, this Wit-
ness adds;, "Many of the yolng men.in the
congregation wanted to b involved in con-
gregation activities, and their example in-

Cited others of us to desire the same.”

Wholesome peers helped this youth, like a
sprout, grow into a fine, treelike Christian
man Parents, do you Invife to your home
those who can have_a positive, upbuilding
influence onyour children?—Malachr 3:16.

Of course, not all of us can share in the
full-time ministry like the individuals just

In Our Next Issue

Enjoy "the Real Life"
Keep Anger From Stumbling You

Living by Faith in God's Promises

ﬁntlo ed. But all ofu can learn tf) Iovg
ova |t ourwoe heart, sou

mmd Matthew 237? é)urcmce f peers
asa aorrolemou eveloping tha ove
an tere Y, in our prospects fo everlast

In
grhe gsfalmlst gave a sm{nle but effective
formula for true” success | W ?
the mant aA has not aked |nthec se
of the wicke ones and In the way of sInners
has not stood, and In the seato ndlculers
hsnot]sat ut his el%tls in the law of
Jehova H IS law he reads. ||n an un-
dertone daYan night. And he will certain-
become Tike a trée planted bY streams of
ater, that gives Its own fruit In Its sea-
son and the ohage of wnich dogs not with-
erpg{n?n evergtht g he does will succeed.”
What awonderful guarantee! Even though
we are Impertect and'make mistakes, our lite
wil| bfe succ sstul 1f we let Jehovah gmde us
ana If we | eral tag Into tha tG dglven
reservolr of woeomg r inflyence— tp
[our] brothers in t

entl 3 assomatton of
world.”—1 Peter 5:
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GLADLY ACCEPTING
JEHOVAH'S DIRECTION

As told by Ulysses v. Glass

It was an extraordinary occasion. There were just 127 students
In the graduating class, but in attendance was an enthusiastic
audience of 126,387, who had come from scores of nations. It
was the 1grapluatlon of the 21st class of the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead, held in New York City’s Yankee Stadium on
July 19, 1953, Why was that such a significant event in my life?
Let me provide a little background.

Gilead
graduation in
New York's
Yankee Stadium
in 1953

Working with N. H. Knorr (fp, / /

and M. G. Henschelin convention
organization n (]3]

In the WBBR broadcasting studio



WAS born rn Vrncennes, Indiana,
USA, on February 17, 1912, about t { two

ars bef re the brrth of the_Messianic
|n om, escrrbed at Revelation 12:1-5.
eprece |n Year my parents had eun
u§iP/ along with_the volu

u es |n cript res |Ev1er Sund a}/
mornrng Dad rea to the amr rom one of
those hooks, and thertr we tal ke about It, t

erue what she was e ning_to

he aépet ethrndn othﬁrc Il rengShe

a\ rTynrce person—so kind, so wil mP

% here came to be four of us chi

ren t Mother’s love reached out o |n
gtude other children from We nel bor

e spent time With Us. S een ed te mg
us Bible stories and singing wr Us.

She also invited T1o our home various,ones
wpoweres rving full-time in the mrstry
They staye forrr st a day or two, often ho
{lr\r/g sa ivind talks 1n our home.

espe |a liked those who used 1llystra-
tions an to usso]rrtes t(Rn one occashon In
0 ear after the first world war
had eng thg VIS trn% brotner drrected |s
comments esgecralyt us children. He al
cussed cons ration—what we now more ac
curately refer to as dedication—and hri ped
us to upderstand how |t affecte our wes
Later that evenrn hen | went
Pra¥e to my heaven Father and toId hrm
wanted to serve him always.
ever af er 1922 ot erconcerHs 'Q I|L
tend us th tresove Intg t
roun move from one ace to an-
ther an ad no assocratron |th a con
re aron of Jehovah’s Eeope Fath ef
(eausfe hrsz with th erar road.
urstu the B bewas irreqular Itoo
school courses with érvrew {0 "peco
commercial artist and was making pla
000 an outstanding university.

Adjusting Mg Focus in Life
During the mid-19307s, the world again
began to move toward global war. We Were

livj gr Cleveland OQro when one ofJeB
vahs sses calleg at our door
\ more rrous about th
rne as chr Ir oIder r(ot
usse was es ec serrousmrn and
was |rstto tbap ized Iwasa |t more
astrag orsg, buton Februatg 11
tip % aotrze eciation of what
eg atrorl 0 Jenova |n 0lves wasﬁrowrng
and [ was learning to accept Jehoval's dire
tlon. Tha same ear my two srsterg z?
lry n( ertu also got baptized. Al
up full-time service as oroneers
owe er, did noﬁmean hat we nev
ertog outantrnsqese M a
ricke %htu whe sterrdnla

Wtsa ‘ttt lfﬁd rey gt rtt‘t“ﬁeadtth‘t
nd“who was

orn to come t0
me rn satourhouse At m nnwa
within aaseaatesheta%y t” auzgd %ea annot
Plannedt et marrie tr was evident
hat Apn was 1?0 percent ort tru%h She
wanteq to be fu\l)/mvove In Jenova sser
VICe. She was ne rfron tow an |1do I1t?”
nstead, s ewoudas htrst ehst
wa orme o&]oath |n t] nd
etermined’to oIowt hat pos-
ve outloo aPépeae Ao me rresrdest at,
sne was Very pretty, an 1S. She be

sh
came m% wr¥e and soon,she %ecame my part
nerin the proneer Service.

Valuable Training as Pioneers
As pioneers \ﬁe Learrhed the secret of how
to he' content f R we were low on

%Vlsrons and w ad anaun ance
g wéjrans z(tjll 13;} It was Geftin ting toward
dee”tr Pl e cons W“e%h'”g
\ wnt Into a {chers op, anr%T ?%(e
I gje s IVE centy wort or ol
glrces | am sure thaturt Was more t an ?

cents’ worth, and It gave us some nourish:
ment.
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It was not unusual to encounter severe

osmon as we carned out our m|n|[s<
t&) na own near Syracuse, New Yor
were on the street d|str ut|n hand-
h Is an W ann

I acar dstodr awa ?ntIOP

b el e (A

[N ao PICG 0 3 L% ??] as not \%earlng
€ nore my.re UE?

or
seeH? d@]e sttt Grant Sun [ from
Brook ethel came aong and said that
we wou 00 {0 the police Station fo work
tHn s out T en he honed t e Soue

ot |ct|n tBroo nt an twoo t{S were
structed to go Ouf again on that same
Wit olacarsand hgndbd)ls to provide thg
basis Tor a test case. sexgected We were
arrested. However, when we told the thce
that they were going to be sued for false ar-
rest, they Iet us go.

The next aZ a bunch of rowd teenaoers
|nvade ourasemJ) eat e Instiga-
t|ono apries the Pﬂm e Wer now
to be seen lums bange ﬁ
ats ont Swoo enfoor thre someo the
au |ence oYvn rom the'b eﬁc e[]s an

pont ePatorm where they neld up an
Ameng,an oan shouted, “ aIute il Sa
lute |tI Then heR/ started sing| 9 eer
Barrel Polka eycompete edJo

were gettin |rtan pen
hen e said:

meetln%v

ence Inwhat Jesus mean

ﬁuse Xou are no? ﬁt oft Fwor bt have
chose eword on this account

9{8 out of t
eHwo IatesI ou. —ot nI 15:19,
e_public talk was ac ua anscn
tion of a glscou se ba/ tP(her%r
was then prea ident 6f the WatchTwer
clety. AH Astayed |nthattwn ora
days an P f%rt
p ortumt to hea t taI in their omes
ew accepted that offer.

Volunteering for Forelgn Service
In time, Hew aventﬁ sherwce opened
up. My brother, Russell, and his wife, Doro-

oot
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thy, were invited as a couple to attend the
fifst class of Gilead School In 1943 and then
were sent as missionarie oCu S|ster
Kathryn was In the fourth class. She 00 Wa
ass|gried to Cuba._She was IaAer reassigne
to tne Dominican Repubhc an then to Puer-
to Rico. What about Ann and me?

When we heard about Gilead School and
the fact that the Soclety wanted to send
missionaries to other lands, we felf that we
would like to make ourselves available for
foreign service, At first, we considered gomﬁ
on our (own perhaps \o Meéa%o ut “the

Wwe decl ed hat t would pro e better
to walt and let the Somet ass@n us after
we had attended Gilead School. We realized

that this was an arrangement that Jehovah
Was using.

We were invited to the f?urth class of Gil-
ead School. But shortly betore the class was
to begin, N._H. Knarr, " who was president of
the Watch Tower Society at th tt|me be-
came more keenly awarg of the | |m|tat|ons
that Ann had because OfChI dhoo GPo 0. He
spoke 10 me about it and decided that If

would not be wise to send us to serve in an-
ot er country.

About two yeari(later when | was domg
greconvenhon wor Brot er Knorr saw m
galnand asked whether we were still inter-

te |r\ tten%m Gilead. He told me that
we would not be going to a foreign assign-
ment; he had something else in"mind. “S0
when the n|nth class registered. on Febru-
3e¥1 2b0d1947 we were Included in the stu-

Those da%/s at]Gllead Were ones never {o
be forgotten. The courses were spiritually
nch LlfFIong frienaships were made. u(J

|nvo ve ent with the school extende
fa beyond that.

Between Washmgton and G|Iead
Gilead gchool was still relativel ny new.
The United States government was rot suf-



ficiently acquainted with the objectives. of
the sc 00l, S0 many questions were being
raised, The Socretg wanted to hav areg
resentative in Washington, D.C. That was
where we were sent a few months after grad-
uating from Gilead. | was to gssist in obtain-
|n vrsas for those who were Invited to come
| ead from other countries and in obtaip-
Lng Iega %agers so that the raduates could
road or mission gwor ome
0 |craswere very fair-minde
ther % tron% antr Wrtness feeIrngs A
eww 0 had strong political views asserted
that we had connections with elements that
thea/ considered to be undesirable.
ne man to whose offrce | went strongny
?rrtrcrzed us because we do not salute
lag or go to war. After hfh d ranted about
that for'some time, Ifrna ysar ; Iwantzou
to know, and you do know, that Jehovah
Wrtnesses are not |nv0|ved In 3 war with
ang ? In the world. We're not involved In
he affairs of the world. Ve’ re not involved
ln their wars their g ||t|§ We are tot I
eutra We h nave alrea con uered
ro ems th athu re facing: we flave unrﬁ
n our organrz tion. . w w at d o%o
want us t0 do? Do ou want ua t0 0 hac
your way of ornﬁ gfsand rop ours?” He
did not Say anything arter that.

In the Gilead classroom

Two full days aweek were set aside for the
work with government offices. In addition to
that, we were serving as special pioneers.
Back then this involved spending 175 hours
inthe field ministry each month (later it was
changed to 140 hotrs), so we were often out
in thé seyvice till late'in the evenrng We had
a good time, We conducted many fine stud-
leS with entire families, and they made good
prorqress Ann and | had decided not to have
chifdren, but spiritually si)eakrng, we have
had not only children but also grandchildren
and great- ﬁrandchrldren What a joy they
are t0 our hearts!

Late in 1948 1received a further assrq
ment. Brother Knorr explained that Broth-
er Schroeder, the registrar and ong of the
instructors at Gilead School, was going to be
busy with other important work, so°l was
asked to teach Gilead classes when neces-
sary. With my heart in my mouth, | arrrved
back atGrIea in South Lansing, New York,
with Ann on December 18. At frrst We were
at Gilead for just a few weeks at a time, and
then we would go back to Washington. Even-
tually, however, | was spendrntz more time at
Gilead than 1 was in Washington.
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It was during this period, as | mentioned
earlier, that the 21st'class of Gilead gradu-
ated af Yankee Stadium in New York. So as
one of the Instructors, | was privileged to
share in that graduation program.

Service at the World Headquarters

On February 12, 1955, another service as-
srgnment began for us. We became mem-
bérs of the Bethel family at the world head-
guarters of Jehovah’s visible organization,
ut what would it involve? Basically, being
willing to do whatever was assrgned t0 US,
sharrnq In projects that requiréd coopera-
tion with others. Of course, we had done that
eore but now we would be part of a much

oNr group —thehead uarters Bethel fam-

eglad yacce ted this new assignment
as an evidence of Jehovah's direction.

A major part of my work involved matters

In connection with riews service, Because of

the desire for sensational stories and he-
cause of gettrn% Information from preju-
diced sources, the press had written some
nasty thrngs ahout Jehovah’s Witnesses. We
endeavored to Improve that situation.

Brother Knorr wanted to be sure that we
all had plenty to do, so there were other as-
signments 0. Some of these drew on my
trarnrn? as a commercial artist. Others in-
volved the Society’s radio station, WBBR.
There.was work t°do in connection with mo-
tion_pictures produced by the Society. Theo-
cratic history was, of cotrse, part ofthe Gil-
ead couLse ut now various projects were
undertaken to acriuarnt more"0f"Jehoyan’s
people with details of that history of the
modern-day theocratic organization and to
make this dvailable to thersublrc t00. Anoth-
er aspect of Gilead training, involved public
speaking, and work needed to be done. to
make more of the basics of public speaking
available to the brothers in the congrega-
tions. So there was plenty to do.
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Gilead on a Regular Basis
In 1961 Wrth trarnrng of travelrng Over-
seers and ranc nrlrersonne In t e otfrnlg
coo was moved to rook n, Wnere
he Watc Tower Socreg a§ | rrncr
pal offices. Again | was ac In t e class-
foom—this time not as a substifute instruc-
tor but asa, regular member of the faculty.
What a rrvr ege! T am firmly convinced that
(%r ar]t hool s a ttt from” Jehovah, agrt
as enefrted Is entire visible organi-

In Brooklyn the Gilead 3Iasses had opPor
tynities_unknown to students in previous
classes. There were more quest lecturers and
there was close associatign with the Gover-
Ing Body and extensive fellowship with the
headqudrters Bethel family. It was alsq pos-
siole for the stugents to Pet training In of-
fice procedures, in Bethel’ home operations,
andQ mvahrrous asp etrr:]ts of f actor \tNOtkd :
ver ears the number of students
v rreg orﬁcft enumg]ero finstructors,
The ocatron of the school changed several
times too. Now it 15 In lovely surroundings
In Patterson, New York.

Working With the Students

It has heen“such a nJoy to teach these
classes! Here are tPeope who are
not mtereste |n orng things In the old
SK eave hind Their famrl
err frrens their home, an oeo le who
speak their language. Thecrma efood
—everythrng IS gorng to be different, They
do not even know wh tcountr the}/wrllbe
going to, but errgoa IS tQ emssronar
|es ou do not havé to motivate people of
that sort,
When [ went into the classroom, it was al-
ways my aim to make the students, feel at
ease. N oge learns well when he Is teBse
and worried. True, | was the Instructor, but
I knew what it was like to be a swdent | saé
In those seats once. Of course, they studie



hard and learned a}lot at Gilead,
but I r?lsr(r)n \g/anted them to have
q knew that when they
went to their assign-" |||
ments, there Would e
certain hrn S t at
they nee e |n ord gr
to succee nee
ed stronﬁ; art
? umi |ty—ots
egf needed to
rnto |taon g with
ot er e e, t0 accept
srtuatrons to forgrve
freely. They needed to
keep  on cultivating the
frurtage of the spirit.
ey also needed to love
peopvl and to love the work
at they had been sent to do.
Those are, the thrn S that | con-
?tant%trre t0 Keep
ore the students whrle
they were at Gilead.
IreaI J do not know how manp tudentsl
have taught. But 1 know how T feel ab ou
tnem Atter spendrn five months \H
them in the classroo couh not ep
getting. attache them. Then when |
Watched them walk across the Iatform and
recelve thelr |p omas on gr atron a
knew that they had success com Ie
the course andthat soon the Woud leav-
mg It was like having part of my famjly go.
How coud you keep yourtself omf It%vr N
o e who were willing to give 0
\P § dothe WOfL thgat thése young %olk
WOYU eI oing? h ok |
ars aer w en come back to vis-
eart em tell othﬁt/err Joys In the ser-
vrce and | know. that they are strII In their
ass Ignments, doing what Lhey were trarned
How does t at make me feel? | tell
you it 1s a good feeling.

With A nn>not too long ago

Lookrng to the Future
My eyes avegronr] n dim now,
and I exp enence e frustra-
tlons that this rrnqs No
longer. am | {0
teach in the Gilead class-
room. At first, that was
a hard adjustment to
k? but throu hou(]

have learne

oacce srt atrons an

Ive w

ten thin o t ea ostJe
Paul and his “thorn in
the flesh.” Three times
Paul Rrayed for relief
from that” affliction, but
the Lord told him: “My un-
deserved kindness IS suf
frcrent for you; for my power

IS ern mae erfect in weak-
ness.” (2 Corint 3127103v aul

Sntrn dIdtodo“rlte onghtt

fo try. Though I no Ionqer
handle class sessions,” | am grateful that |
can still see the stu eBsco ?an HO each
day, Sometimes | am anle to talk
and it brin sgor{ to m}r heart to thrnk ofthe
fine spirit

What the future olds is vvb nderful to con-

S e L

}/on th reat tn uatron when the scrolls
eferred {0 at Revel atron 20:12 are olpene
there will eathousan earso ffurt er |n

tensrvee ucation In Jehovah swas Isaiah
11:9) But even that |sntthe end. It regll
%o Iya] egrnnrng I roughout eternit
there will be retoeﬂ about Jehovah
and more to 0 aS we see his purposes un-
d ntful conérdent that J%hov% 1l
Tulfyl a rand promises t
made, and | wa ttg bet ere fto share |n ac-
cepting Jehovan’s directions for us then.
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EN I came to
Ehe U.S. in
978, | be-
lieved that Ameri-
ca had long since re-
solved its racial
problems, that blacks
were equal citizens,”
stated Mark Matha-
bane, a South African-
born author, in an in-
terview by Time
magazine. “In many
ways, | found that to
be true. The U.S.
seemed to be a hun-
dred years ahead of
South Africa. Then |
discovered, to my horror, that not much had
changed in people’s hearts.” What brought
him to that startling discovery?

“One of the most segregated hours in
America is 11 a.m. on Sunday,” said Matha-
bane. He noted that even in church, peo-
ple cannot bring themselves to join in wor-
ship with those of another race. “How can

they feel on the oth-
er days of the week?”
he asked. Calling for
education as a cata-
lyst for change, Ma-
thabane said: “With
education you are
made to accept the
universality of human
beings.”

Jehovah’s Witness-
es agree that educa-
tion is the answer, but
they especially rec-
ommend education
based on God’s Word.
Yes, the Bible helps
them to break down

the barriers of racial prejudice—even in
lands where ethnic hatred isrampant. Each
week in their Kingdom Halls, people of var-
ious races and nationalities gather togeth-
er to be educated inthe laws and principles
of God’sWord, the Bible. No collections are
taken at these meetings. You are welcome
to attend!

w99-E 8/1



