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/1 HAVE nothing to say.” These words

| were written I huge Tetters ona new-

I Ig painted wall in"a pleasant neigh-

borhood of Sao Paulo. An act of vandalism,

KOU might think. And graffiti is just one
ind of Vandalism. _

Imagine that irresponsible vandals have
damaged your new car. Or you may note that
public property—useful to many—has been
damaged or destroyed by vandals. Why? Yes
why? Have jou ey wondered why acts of
vandalism abound? In many places, vandals
seem to find delight in defacing or ruining
telephone hooths. Public transport, such as

Vandalism
Why?

trains or huses, is often a tar?et. Seem-
Ingly, vandals do not care abou anythlngi.
BUt'what s behind mych of the vandal-
Ism that we see or suffer from?
Marco,* a youth from Rio de Janeiro,
became frustrated after his team lost a
soccer %ame—so frustrated that he be-
(T;an thrdwing stones at a bus loaded with
ans_of the winning team. Or consid-
er Claus. When he“did not do well in
school, he became so enraged that he
hurled stones and broke wiridows. How-
ever, the “fun” evaporated when his fa-
ther was asked to pay for the damage.
Another youth, Erwin, was studyingin
school and working. He and his péers
were seen as nicé youths. Yet, their
pastime was fo vardalize the nelg{h-
. borhood, Erwin’s parents knew noth
|n?_ about that. Valter was an orphan who
had Tittle choice but to make the streets of
Sa0 Paulo his home. His best friends were a
ang of vandals, and he went along with
em and also learned martial arts, Such
examples show that there are faces behind
vandalism, and the trigger for, or emotions
involved in, vandalism Vary.
“Vandalism may be an act of revenge or
way of exprlessm(? a(lj pﬁlltlcal (t)plmon. Both
olng people and adults sometimes comm
Ew ﬁgnﬁnepulst for. ‘fun,’” sa sn}%e vv%ﬂd
00K Encyclopedia. Howevér, rather than
being Just youthful fun, vandalism can he
seriously déstructive, even deadly. A group

*Names have been changed.
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of youths wanted to “have some fun,” and
when they saw a man asleep, they doused

him with a flammable liquid and s¢t him on
fire. The victim, an Indian, later died in the
hospital. According to a report, “the young
men allegedly saic”they did not think any-
one wouldl care as several beggars had beén
burned on the street, and.no action had been
taken.” Whether vandalism seems victim-
less or not the cost financial and emotjon-
al, is incalculable. So, what can control or
end vandalism?

Who Can Stop Vandalism?

Can the police and the schools prevent
vandalism? One problem is that the author-
ities may be occupied with more serious
crimes, such as drug trafficking or murder
cases, rather than with “victimless” of-
fenses. According to one police officer, when

Youth rr};ets in trouble, the parents often
“hlame tiie kids he hangs ouf with, or the
schooI or the police for Catching him
ucation and law enforcement may reduce
vandalrsm et what If Parental attitydes
onot‘o an%e One juvenile- probatron offrcer
%f It’s hored om and op[portunr

dren are] out late, and they have not
Ing to do. And they're probab ynot super-
vised—otherwise they wouldn't'be out.’

Although vandalrsm IS 4 seious prob-
Iem rn many paces consider howt ings

ght e reversed, The young vandals men-
tio ed In the beginning cha ed; now they
com eter avor antrsocra behavior. What
[nfa et ese ormer de O’nquerbts chan?e tgerr

est¥le7 Also, wou e surprise
vandalism were to he not only reduced but
elrtminated We invite you toread the next
article

VANDALISM Can Be

'EENAGE vandalism has always
een considered an exoressron of
disrespect for and hostility toward

uIts and therr standards explain au-

ors Jane Norman and Myron W, Harris,

While many youths believe that nothing can
be done to" change the situation, “oné out
of 3 thinks that’teenage vandalism could
be curbed If parents paid more attention to
their children, and if teenagers weren't so
bored,” the authors reported. While keep-
rnd young people occuPred and giving them
better parental control may reduce vandal-
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Eliminated

ism, would that in itself get at the root
causes?

When alone, many young people are not
troublemakers, yet in”a group or in pajrs,
they may try to get attention, doing foolish
and nasty t rng That was the case with
Nelson, who under the influence of drugs or
alcohol often expressed his an&qer ang dis-
content by acts of vandalism. Jose, stirred
up by sermons 1n the Catholic Church about
land” reform and labor rights, felt that he

should take part In strikes and or anrzed

vandalrsm as a means of protest. However,



both Nelson and Jose found something far
better than riots or vandalism.

Some Deeper Causes of Vandalism
i RO 1

u inv -
Yescegts are co%fgsed and “ daescrrbe the'world
as a mixed-up, crazy place, filled with crazy
people.” Nonetheless, and contrary t0 What
Some believe, one report said: TF ger% 0
worry about the direction of their Tive ey
care. more than adults think they do.”
wrttrngl y.or not a outh Involved mvandal-
ISm m ¥ in this wa eexpressrng his deep-
seate rustratrons unresolved roblems or
unfulfilled needs. Accordrnlg to the study
mentioned at the outset, “nof one of’gte re
spondents defended or justified vandalism,
not even those who [had] engaged in it.”

Ayouth may seldom hearaword of apP
ciation or. encouragement. Since education
IS mcreasrn ly |m ortant and more JoDs re-
quire a hi egree of specialized”knowl-
ed eortec mca skill, he Or she mayfeel In-
timidated. Moreover, arents teac ers or
peers may be very critical and eman Ing,
guttrng the emo asis on w hat the youth
chieves and not on what he or she’is as
a person, l\/Ian rebel or vandalize simply
ecause th e?/ are drsao pointed with them-
selves. Would not the love and attention of
parents greatly reduce such distress?

You may have seen that while certain au-

thorities have seemingly given.up on tryin
to control raffrtr anog gtr?er krngs o>e g

quencY concerne citizens in genera str
I e R i R ©
ment, aHteWor?gaB F

“Vandalism is punishable yfrne [ impris-
onment. Some local overnments have Iaws
that hold aréen) rwesponsrme or_vandal-
|sm comm e I ren. But most
acts of vandalism are pot Bunrs ed. Law en-
forcement 1s difficult In such cases, and the

cost of most individual acts of damage is
not | arge enough to make | %ﬁl action worth-
while.” One report showed that only 3 per-
cent of offenders were ever caught

You likely will agree that adequate ar
enting may be the best way to attac
root ause of delinquency. Bu when famrly

eteriorates, communities suffer. Pro-
fessor Ana Luisa Vieira de Mattos, of Sao

Paulo U nrversrtly Brazil, notes that some of
the reasons fo aPro blems with ounrqa rf(eo

ple are “w rental supervision, lac
rules Iacko c mmunication, neglect, indif-
ference or apathy.”

In our time we certainly have seen g ful-
fillment of Jesus’ words:” “Because of the
mcreasrn% of Iawlelssness the love of the
greatern mberwrl cool oft’ gl\/latthewz

And who will demi that the words re-
corded at2T|mot 4 are proving true?
The apostle Paul wrote “Know this, that
in.the last days critical times hard to deal
with erl be here For men will be lovers of
themse ves overs of money, seIf assumrng

l}/ ff T grs disobedient to ﬁ
enti nthankful, disl orna havin
ural affection, not oper to anV 3reement
sIanderers wrthout seIf control, fiérce, with-
oull ove of%vo ness betrayers hea strong

ith pride, Tovers of pleasyrés
ratherthan lovers of God.” The fact Is, 1[ust
living among People with such character-
Istics. contributes to delinquency. We need
not grve up. though. Communitiés In ener
al have farled to eh ma}e fe vandalis
we can find people who have succeede |n

arl?I”r]tgiatnneelrre onr rlggkigse Irr]tothoenrgecrases

opedea Sattﬁandahsm has been stopped.

Sound Gurdance for Young People
What has elp Yan as% thers to
change therr esona 7 Alt oug |t ma
seem’ Incredi %to some educdtors an
parents, the Bible provides excellent and
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up-to-date &urdance followin rt former
van als have Deen move ko o obe P
cific law: You must not foll ow after he
crowd for evil ends,’ %xo ug 2 y
have heen attracted to the truth fro Go
Word ahout belrefs and doctrr es hat tn
never efore understood,
have learned has affected the for the be
ter. Consider the experience of Jose, a yout
In Saq Paulo. He was raised beIrevrn? in the
use of | rmaﬁes In worship, When he Tearned
that God has a name, Jehovah, and that
He does not apgrove of i rmage worshrp, Jose
made ch anges 04s to downat is pleasing In
God’s eyes— xodus 20:4, 5; Psalm 83718;
TJohn 5:21: Revelation 4 1

Nelson, rather than havrnﬂ one frustrat-
ing experience after another in violent
?angs and strikes, found a real hope for the
utuTe, and that has grven him enormous re-
lief. He_says: “Instedd of b ernga rejected hy
my family because of bad comﬁn andalrfe
as a drug addict, nwlamt e one who IS
most respected at home. Often my father
asks me to counsel my older brothers. Since
| hegan to study the” Bible Wrth Jehovan’s
Wrtnesses [ have known Aorv fecause [ now
have a ﬁurlo/]ose In lite or an urpan
youth like Marco—accustomed to living In a
vroIent environment ettrng to know  that

odsKrngdom will make the earth a para-
dise has Ifdeed been heartwarming.—Rev-
elation 21:3, 4.

Consider also the case of a former
member, street brawler, and.v n al. 3
an or anwrt very sa c ildhoo Vate
was loresae that rnt e mi sto a or
ru t, ch system, God has a peaple. T

erel )r endeavor 10 apply Bible prrncr es
rnt elr rves showin om assron consider-
ation, and kindness, ater explains: “True
to Jesus rr)romrse | now have an enormous
rg brothers an srs ers and mothers
an athers, er% g uure | logk
orward to the time wh npeopewrlllrve In

6 THE WATCHTOWER—JUNE 15, 1999
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Somethrng Better Than Protest
In addrtron to showing %onsrderatron and
love for their eIowmen these former vap-
als have learned ho “hate_what Is had.”
Psalm 9r; 1? Matthew 7123 Wpat ahout
ou? Even you are wst one who sufers
om t e effects of w eerea van ﬁrsm
a study of God’s Word will make Je ovah
real t0"you asalovrn heavenyFat erwho
wants {o care for o | d‘S
can he ou to grow spi rtua esprt
sonal we knessés or verty atrnrtself rs
a marvelous expene cel
Jehovah and Is Son, JesHs Christ, truI
want all ljm sofgeo[)eto ave th eoH
tunrtg to learn Bible truth. God’s Wor can
more than help individuals to stop berng
\r/naa]kea % rrrt tétr NOW. Irg Scsannmé)trvat% them [te
U r Ing divi
rrncroles As gre?sut { evptg)y rrge mem-
ers of an intern tronaf brother o]d knoYth
or cleanness an goo manners, the wor
wide con%regatron of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
In harmo vwrt Ephesians 4:24, these sin-
cere Chrrs jans have “put on the new er
Se%“ U ik, s f{S%t%d %%Céttf'”g
will In true 11 U -
Soon the world \%vf P ﬁed wrth sﬁla
o(r) ecausetese wil] eteonoy 0nes
er survrve and live forever —Compare

FromA\/ ndaYVsmq I:Igossrble

u believe that vandalrsm reall can
be er!d)rcated 71f 50, how WI suc 2/

entous, change come d 0
om ?| soongermrnz\]e this WIC J<

tem. T sernhabrtrn% %eer%ttehwrlelz!tkm Od

resgonsr or e
S”ﬂ teous laws. S ompare Isaiah z]
56)W e “transgressors themselves will



certalnly be annihilated together,” those
I % love nqh eousness will*be delivered.
Jenovah will help them and Rrowdet em
with escae He WI rowdet em with es-
cape from wicked people and save them,
because theg have taken refuge in him.”

—Psalm 37

Really, the ro tsofv ndalism will be elim-
mateJ Xom ete?X (f S0 Wmnachme og
pression, suffen - and wickedness. Instea

peace, true ng teousnei metness and ?e
cuntK will characterize life in the new world.
saja 32 18 descnbes WhatW|I| ;t)rove frug in
a literal waly eople must dwell in g
peaceful abiding zl ce and In residences of

fl|J|| conf\l}:iencebandtqn und|sbturbed resting-
aces.” Yes, a beauti obal paradise will
Be m?]a bited HJ %ho show Fove and
con3|derat|ont vvar ot ers,
gether with millions .of others, former

vanaals alreaay eng)y an |nt|mate relation-
ship with Jehovah They no longer have
an share In acts of vandali ém 1l )rou
fo0 allow God’s Word to ? ou to life
In his new world Why not imitdte the an-
C|ent salmist W 0 recorded Jehovah’ s dec
aratrluct Ioahan t ake ou %Ves”esul tan

f |veyadV|ce Wlth 5)/ eye upon 390u "
— sa
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Love Toward Those
‘Related in the Faith’

ENUINE Christians have a family-  hovah’s Witnesses itrtve to f0||OYV Pewl 'S ad-

||ke bond amon? themselves. I monltlon to the Gaatlans “Reall en as
% since the Tirst centurY § on'q(as We have ttme avorabefor it, let us
have referred to one another as “b what is good toward all, but es?emal

and ‘sister.” (Mark 3:31-35; Plemprtoward those related to us in the faith.”

3 Qese are not tt]twords thely ?nstl —(Galatians 6:
flte a descri tlono W Worshi so d Hence JehO\iahs Witnesses qwcklé/
Teel aboutoe nother. g vh are 1John 4 antzed hems ves to respond. Food, Cloth
7.8 Jesus said: “By this all will know that g, and the Iike were coIIected sort
you are m dtsmpes |f§/ou have love among  ed’ packed, and then shtﬁged to the dlsaster
fourselves."—John 1 are Children even donated toys One Sis-

Such Iove was evident in JuIy 1997 when ter was amazed when she saw the King-

h Pnaqe drou ﬁht was _foll vve t“ dom HaI fllledW|th rellefsv\}% plies. Istood
rential rdins and oodtn |nC |e S d dumbfounded, notk nowmg eth erto augh
ly, many were in need d, cloth mg or t0 cry "she says. “It Was just what We
and other items. In dlsaster S|tuat|ons J needed.



Then, unexpectedly, an earthguake struck
a ortron of the same area affected bZ the

l0od mo Mang omes were demolished.
omee the néed, more re le commrttees
were formed. Regrona ul mg Commit-
tees, which normal handle th confstru(;
tjon of Jehova sW nesses meeting acrlr
tles, Prtched In and gave their s Joport
result? Modest houses—desig ne bujlt
by the brothers—were donate to those who
lost their homes. While these homes were
nat elaborate, they stood In stark contrast

with the ?nes Provrded on a loan basis tl%y

secular relief efforts and which were wi
out floors and windows and were unpainted.
Some brothers traveled Iong distances
to help out. The chairman of One Region-
al Burldrtng Commrtttee made an extei SIve
Our on two consecutive days Ite he-
Ing confined to awheelcharryAbr 8 broth
erworked ard uousY carrying beams to the
carpenter who cut them to the desired size.

A deaf brother collected the beams and de-
livered them to where they were needed.
Manﬁ observers were impressed with the
assrsta ce Erovrderi \%the bLthers In one
ownaﬂor ﬁve icle Was parked nearasrs-
er’shouse that was being repaired.
licemen were curious, One a ked a broth r
Who are theseowonr] eCrs gvreot sgem ettotn
how much |
a|d7ppTyhe brother explarned that theg Wer%
%vo luntegrs. O %fthe hf |cerf] garn
he pal amntztrteo hureh,
Yet IS Pastor ad not éven visited him since
he ear o]ake ThT next day the sistey re-
celved a one call from a PO ice official,
He too had observed the workers. He said
that he wa? 0 impressed by the enthusias-

tic spirit of the workers that ne was tempt-
ed to join in!
Tru the relief effort m Chile was a joy-

ful ex errence for the volunteers and an’ex-
cellent witness to observers.



SR o

DEVASTATING earthquake struck to Kobe hosgntals rather than have the doc-
A Kobe City |n western Japan, and  tors administer expensive mr{ectmns and In-

self- sacrl icin, volunteers %umkl%/ aveno sflmdsa relief centers ventugl-
fs, octors’ request was granted, but t

|aI |n|#|al Inflexiple aéntude and seem-

compassion drew widespread

came to the_aid of stricken reside
ever, a visiting team of doctors found
request for medical supplles rebuffed by Ing. lac
someone at the cify’s Health Bureau. That  criticism.
official, who was also the director of alarge  Perhaps ¥ou have heen on the recelvm%
municipal hospital, wanted the victimsto Qo end of similar intransigence by someone |
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authont Youm
It yours i Coul
Ing a broader pom ofvrew

Get the Complete Picture
It is common for individuals to look at
matt s rom ust one angle,

rom eve 0p-

omtofvrew
1on. and un
thig IS dye
as education, experience in
. Wiser decisions can
ched When one endeavors to
ure For instance, i
mtersectron Wh

ok stral tahead9tCertam t
%Zh‘h kg o

m a responsrble ma

Likely, all of us coul

broadening myt Ikl

Your View of Others

0 you see when you look at oth
ncy to view what they
ack or white, as i
er colors r shades existed? Is a comment
one makes elt

|S someone erther com

ra erw or
the Iar evanet
In an qutumn |

white Images exrste Or doyou ten to con

five are S 0

eautiful scene
y some Incongi
|tor —Compare Ectlesiastes 7:16,
Much can be [earned b consrd
'S view of human erfor. W
Weaknesses an

he chooses not'to focus or dwel

The qNatefuI psalmrst observed “If errors
were ( al %eho ah, Who
couldstand Psam103) Jehovah Is will-

to ut errors far off from repentantsm

es magnanlmousvwrgmg them out

sotﬁ varenota emish on our rela-
tlonsnip W h him Psalm 51:1: 103:12) Je-
hovah cou say.of Ig David, who h dat
one omt commrtted se ous sms wrth Bath-
seat iewasaman owa d after
mewrtha hrsheartKv omlg onv/\\l/v atwas
g htn mve es mg hy could
(GOd say this fDav d? BeCause he focdsed on
regent(at[%avr etter qualities. He con-
sidered all the pertinent factors and chose to
continue to extend mercy to his servant
Christ Jesus flawlessly mirrored this broad
vrewofthefault of othérs. ( John5 19 When
faced with the s ortco m%s of his ost es
Jesus vvas merciful an erstan
recognrze reﬁ]ar Ing Imperfecth man %
even wh en es% It 1S eagner fles
weak.” (Matthew this in mind
1]es S c |d éteal Wlth the weaknesses and
au tso |scrplesmapat|ent and under-
stand m manner He did not conc ntrate on
the|r falmgs but, rather, focus on their

ood qualities. .

On one occasion after orrectm the a os
%be%ause the argue g&t 0 See

e the great st] esus a ?( However
you are th onest at have stuck with me in
my trials; and | make a covenant with you,
Just s my Father has made a covenant with
me, for 4 kingdom, thaf.yo [v U may eat and
drink at my, ta le in my ki gdom and sit on
thrones to ud e the tvver tribes of Isra-
Iles ?ﬂuhe arh S esess rdeeS Iteberr]eed%ﬁ(e)rsr
talt H/ss ogtherrttovenf]ornh ‘rov

d171 Jes adconfrdencemw atheg/
cou wou 0, 0.he concluded a cov
nant f or% oom with them. Yes, Jesus
loved his disciples to the end,'—John 13:1.

So if someone’s personality quirks and
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faults tend to irritate you, be like Jehovah

and Jesus. Broaden your thinking, and try to

take all factors int0 consideration. By put-

tln? things in their proper perspective, you

\6VI|ﬂl;lnd it easier to love and appreciate your
rothers,

12 THE WATCHTOWER—JUNE 15, 1999

Giving generously helps
others, brings joy to the
giver, and pleases our
heavenly Father

In Material Giving
The privilege of giving is
one .of the joys extended to
Christians, But need we lim-
It our giving to just one ac-
tivity, Say for example, en-
a mH I the field mmlst%?
atthew 24:14: 28:19, 20) Or
could your thinking be broad-
ened fo include the physical
needs and welfare of others?
Of course, all Christians ap-
preciate that giving spiritu-
ally is of utmost importance.
gJohn 6:26, 27, Acts, 1:8) Yet,
S Important as giving sP|r_|-
tually is, giving materially is

certainly not to be neglected.—James 2

As we contemplate the urgent needs of
our spiritual brothers in our Own congrega-
tion and the world over, we can see” more
fully what we can do to help them. When



those who are in a position to (o so share
enerously with others, an equallzm(I] takes
ﬁlace. In this manner the needs.of alf of our
rothers are cared for. A Christian elder ex-
pressed it this way: “If @ need arises in one
part of the world,” brothers in another Part
of the world will come to their aid, If they
are not in a Posmon to help, then brothers
somewhere else wil| do so. Thus the needs of
our brothers worldwide are cared for. The
worldwide brotherhood is certainly marvel-
ous."—2 Corinthians 8:13-15; 1 Péter 2:17.
One Christian sister who smcerelr desired
to attend one of the international convep-
tions held in Eastern Europe was just not in
a position to do so. She heard, however, that
the brothers there had a great need for Bj-
bles, so she made a contrifution for such Bi-
bles through someone who attended, Thus
she experignced the happiness of g_lvmrq, of
sharing with her brothers in a forgign fand.
—Acts 20:35. _ o
Perhaps by widening out in your thinking
You can make an even greater contribution
0 the ever-expanding vorldwide Bible edu-
cational work, bringing joy to yourself and
to others as well.—Deuteronomy 15:7; Prov-
erbs 11:24; Philippians 4.14-19.

When Giving Counsel

When called on to glve counsel or cor-
rection, considerate and balanced reasoning
will help us to gain the respect of our spiri-
tual brothers and to render truly effective
assistance. It is so easy to concentrate on a
few facts.and jump to & hasty, one-sided con-
clusion. This ?wes the |m?ref3|on that we
are narrow-minded, If not closed-minded,
like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, who
tended to Burden others with their end-
less requlations. (Matthew 23:2-4) On the
other Rand, If we avoid extremes and pro-
vide fing counsel solidly_based on Scriptur-
al principles, reflecting’ Jehovah’s righteous

%et balanced and merciful thinking, it will
e much easier for others to accept and to
apgly our suggestions.
ome years ago youn% brothers from sev-
eral congreganons got together to engage
in sportS, Unfortunately, a spirit of Com-
Retltlon developed among them, resulting in
arsh verbal encounters. How did the local
elders handle the problem? Recognizing the
need for young ones to have recreation, they
did not recommend that _they stop altogeth-
er. (Ephesians 5:17; 1 Timothy 4:8) Rath-
er, they gave firm yet reasonable yvarnmgis
about Wwhat the spirit of competition could
lead to. They also offered helpful sugges-
tions, such as having older, responsible ones
present, The youths appreciated the wisdom
and balance of the counsel and responded
well, Moreover, their respect and affection
for the elders grew.

~ Work to Broaden Out

. While gou may not intentionally or know-
ingly hol pre{u ices, it will still take deter-
mingd effort to broaden out in your. think-
Ing. As you study God’s Word, meditate on
11750 33 to E_rasp and appreciate Jehovah’s
way of thinking. (Psalm 139:17) Try to up-
derstand the reasons for statements made in
the Bible and the principles involved, and
strive to evaluate matters as Jehovah does.
This will be in harmony with David’s prayer:
“Make me know your own ways, 0 Jehovah;
teach me your own ﬁaths. Make me walk in
your truth and teach me."—Psalm 25:4, 5.

As you adopt a broader perspective, you
will be plesseq. One bIessm(TJ of a broadened
viewpoint will be your gaining a reputation
for being balanced and understanding. You
wil| be c? le to respond in a more reasonaple
and understanding manner when renderm_ﬂ
aid in varying situations. This, in turn, wi
contributé to“the marvelous unity and har-
mony of the Christian brotherhoad.
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The Creator can add

MEANING TO YOUR LIFE

“Let them praise the name ofJehovah; for he himselfcommanded, and they
Were created. "—PSALM 148:5.

T "TFAVE you not come fo know?”
| | Thatmay sound like just a lead-
JL JLing question, moving many 0
respond, ‘Comie.to know what?” But it is
a serious question. And we can best ap-
preciate the answer bh noting its setting
—the 40th chapter of the Biblé book of Isa-
iah. An ancient Hebrew, Isaian, wrote it, so
the uesahon Is an old one. Yet, it Is also
very modern, relating to the core meaning
of your life,
Belng that |mPortant the question at
Isaiah 40:28 merits our serious attent|on
Haye ayou not come to know or have you
not nedrd? Jehovah the, Creator of the ex-
tremities of the earth is a God to time in-
definite.” So the ‘coming to know involved
earth’s Creator, and the context shows that
more than the earth is included. Two verses
earlier Isajah wrote about the stars: “Raise
your eyes high up and see, Who has creat-
ed these things? 1t is the One who IS brmg
ing forth the army of them even by numbér
Due to the ablndance of dynamic ener-
g Re also betn? vigorous in power, not one
them 1S missing.
3Yes, the question “Have you not come to
know?" is actually about the Creator of our
universe. You é)ersona ly may be cgnvinced
that Jehovah God is “the Créator of the ex-

a). What . question éhould e consider?
Ho is. creation involve Lsala ?]qu(estlon’)
Even , ou know much a outt

Mymwdoummmkmwmm
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reator,

tremities of the earth.” You also may know
much about his personality and his ways.
But what if you egt amanor awomanw 0
doubts that"there Is a CHF?(OF and clearly
does not know what he is like? Such an en-
counter should not be a surprise because
there are milligns upon millions who do not
I{hlolvvsogf 1or believe In the Creator.—Psalm

4 Schools turn out many skeptics who feel
that smence has (or will fmd) answers to
questmnsaott ortﬂln he universe

life, In T P riginal
French title: Aux Orglnes e“Ia w? all-
thors Ha%ene and Lenay note: “The o gnn
of life is still debated att I: begbnnmg of
twenty-first century. This problem,“so dif-
ficult o resolve, requues mvestlgatlons n
aII fields, from the immensity of suace to the
|n finite sm% ness of matter.” Still, the last
chapter, “The uestlon Remains Alive,” ad-
m|ts “We h ave explored some scjentific an-
SWers to the question, How did life on earth
appear? But why did life appear? Dogs life
have a goal? These questions fselence can-
not %ns e, Itmere r¥ searches for the ‘how
of things. ‘How’ arid why" are two com-
pletely ‘different questions, ... As to the
questlon of why philosophy, religion, and
ﬁg oevre all —each one of us must find the

W

hy js consider the Creator appropri-
ate az t\hl yt|me9 Eb ‘h/ t answers can ps%te ce
not provide?



The vastness and precision manifest in the universe have led many to think about the Creator

Finding Answers and Meanm?

5Yes, we want to understand why life ex-
ists—and especially why we are hefe. More-
over, we should be Interested in people who
have not yet concluded that there |s a Cre-
ator and”certainly know little about his
ways. Or think of those whose back?round
involves a conceBt of God very different
from what the Bible presents. Billions have
grown up in the Orient or In other places
Where most people do not think of a person-
al God, a_real bemﬁ with an ap ealing per-
sonallt To them the word “god” may evoke
an impression of a vague force oran ab-
stract cause. They havé not ‘come to know
the Creator’ or his ways. If they, or mil-
lions with similar views, could become con-
vinced that the Creator exists, what bene-
fits they could receive, mcludmg everlastmg
Prospects' They could aso %am somet in
hat'is rare indeed—real meaning, real pur-
pose and peace of mind, in life.

6Toillustrate: In 1891, French artist Paul

15 \Q/?at sort of . eoR]Ie may es eC|aI he bene-
Ite arn| re a ou t e Creator?

[ive ay bear a simi-
antg to theetpenence 0% IGyaugum an to
one of his paintings?

Gaugum Went to find a fulﬁllmg life in
French Polynesia, in a virtual Rara 1se. But
his d|ssolu ast soon brought dlsease to
himself and others As he elt death ap-

proaching, he painted a large canvas |n

which hé seemed to ‘interpret life as a
great myster% Do you know what_Gau
uin named that “Where Do We

aintin

ome From? WhaP Are V\9e7 Where Are We
Going?” You may have heard others ask sim-
ilar questions. Many do. But when they find
no satisfying answers—no real meamn? in
|ife—whgre can they qoﬂ gy ma%concu e
that their life diffefs |ttIe from that of the
animals.—2 Peter 2:12.*

7 You can thus understand why someone
like professor of physics Freeman” Dyson
could write: “I stand in good company when

*Drawm n ex eneni?es in Na| concentraﬂon

I%S iktor E, Fran Ireallze an’s searc
eaning Is aﬁrlmar §not

se ondary . rationalization’ f(jn%tljr%cl ; I'IVte
i, ggﬁﬁ'pee{ i e
ne%%js sorﬁet Ing" 10 OPth FW#& toq?\geman

8. Wh?/ are the |nvest|gat|ons of science not
adequate n themselves?
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| ask again the questions Job asked. Wh )
do we suffer? Why is the world so unJust
What is the purpdse of pain and trao
(Job 3:20, 21! 10:2, 18: 71:7) As mentioried,
man people turn to science for answers in-
stea ofto God. Biologists, oceanographers,
and others are adding to the knowledge
about our globe and life on it. Searching in
another direction, astronomers and physi-
cists are Iearnrn? ever more about qur”so-
lar system, the sfars, even distant galaxies.
(Cornpare Genesis 11:6) To what reasonable
conclusions can such facts point?
8Some scientists speak of the “mind” of
God or the_“handwriting” revealed In the
unrverse But might_ that miss the key
point? Scrence maj azrne observed: “When
researc ers saycosmo Ggy reveals the mrnd
or ‘handwriting’ of God, th e;i are ascribing
to the divine What ultimately may be the
lesser aspect of the universe—its “physical
structure.” In fact, Nobel laureate physicist
Steven Weinberg wrote:, “The more the uni-
VEIse seems comprehensrble the more it also
Seems [oornt ess.
9Str ou, maP/ be among the millions
who have serrousy studied the matter and
who grasp that real meaning in life relates
to knowing the Creator. Recall what the
apostle Padl wrote: “Men cannot say they do
not know about God, From the beginnirig of
the world, men could see what God s Tike
through the things He has made. This shows
His power that [asts forever. It shows that
He is God,” (Romans L1:20, Holy Binle, New
Life Version) Yes, there are facts about our
world and about us that can help people to
recognize the Creator and to find meaning
In connection with him. Consider three as-
pects of this: the universe around us, the or-
rgrn of life, and our own mental abilities.

ﬁt e(urdence can help us and others to learn
about the Creator?
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Just hap

Reasons to Believe

DHow did our universe get here? You
may know from rePorts about space tele-
scopes and probes that most scientists re-
alize that our universe drd not always_ex-
ISt, Itha a egrnnrng and it Is exp andrng

\What does this rmFI Listen to astronom
Sir Bernard Lovell: *If at some point in the
past, the Universe was once close to a sin-
qular state of rnfrnrtely smaII size and infl-
nrte densrt\/Nwe ave t0 ask what WflS there
efolrrenIn e have to face the problem of a
The makeug of the universe, including
our earth, reflects amazing fine-tuning, For
example, two remarkable” qualities, 0f our
sun and other stars are long-term efficiency
and sta r lity, Current estimates of the num-
er 0 S%a axres In the visible universe range

rom billion 50000000000) to 125 bil-
lion. And our Milky Way galaxy has_billions
tlrpon brllrons of stars rn rt Now consider: We
now that an automobile engine requires a
crrtrcall ratio otu fuel and arrg ? ﬂown a
car, you may hire a trained mechanrc to
tune “its engine, so that your car will run
smoother, miore efficiently. I such precision
Is imporfant With a.mere engine, what of
our efficiently “ourning” sun, for example?
Clearly, the key forces involved are precjse-
ly tuned for life to_exist on earth, rd that
en? Jop of old was asked: “Did you
proclaim the rules that ?overn the heav S,

or determing the laws of nature. on earth?”
Job 33:33, The New Enghs Bible) No hy-

jan, did, %o from whenCe came the preci-
sron 7—Psa 1,

Might it be from some thrnq or from
some e that cannot be seen with human
Al

QW vast |st e universe? gb{What does
t X ﬁmmrr]tlrrr] tthuenlhga\slghsae fugg gonsrd that
apoweryfuflnteﬂrgence IS behin creatrong



¥es7 Consider this questron in the light
modern science. Most astronomers now
accept that there are very powerful heav-
enly bodies—black holes. These black holes
caninot be seen, yet experts are convinced
that they exist. omparablv the Bble re-
ports that in another realm there exist pow-
erful creatures that cannot be seen—spirit
creatures. If such powerful, invisible beings
exist, IS it not plausible that the precision
revealed throughout the universe originat-
eﬂ \6v%th a powérful Intelligence?—Nehemi-
a

BA second line of evidenge that can help
People to acknowledge a Creator involves
he orrgrn of life, Since the time of experi-
v L ouis Pasteur, it has been accept-
ife_does not spring nto existence

ments
ed that
out of nothing b%/ spontanéous eneratron
So_how did garthly life originate? In the
19505 scientists tried to prove that it could
have developed slowly in some early ocean
when a primitive atmosphere was constant-
Iy being hit by lightning, More recent ey-
idence ‘Shows,” however, “that such an ori-
an of terrestrral life IS improbahle because
at sort of atmosphere never existed. Con-
sequently, some scientists are searching for

a less flawed explanatron But are they also
mrssrn the point?

UAfter spending decades studyrng the
universe and life “in 1t, British sciéntist
Sir Fred Hoyle commented: “Rather than
accept the fantastically small probability of
life having. arisen throu?h the blind forces
of natyre, it seemed betler to suppose that
the orrtqrn of life was a deliberate intellec
tual act.” Yes, the more we learn abqut the
wonders of [ife, the more Iotgrcal It is that
it came from one intelligent Source.—Job
33:4: Psalm 8:3, 4; 36:9; Acts 17:28,

[1 heé ab%?r V\{]hat |ha|h S lﬁECS (S Zc%avlvlhate Py oes-

e existence 0 |I J on eart t?

BSo a first line of reasonin mvoIvets the
universe, and a second, the origin of life
on earth. Not?ﬁthrrd—our uniqueness, In
many Ways all humans are Unigle, SO that
means that you are t00. How $0? You have
robablg heard that tt]e brain has bee
comparéd to a powerful computer, Really,
th ou recent drfscoverres show that this
comparison falls far short. A scientist at
the assachusetts Institute of Technology
said: g %om puters are not even close
0 3 4- ear |d human in their ability to see,
Balk move or gse common.sense. ... It has
een estimated that the information pro-
cessing capacity of even the most powerful
supercomputer’is equal to the nervous sys-
tem_ of a shail—a tiny fraction of the power
g\k/arlllable to the supercomputer inside [your]

BLan uaoe IS an abrlrtg that gou have be-
causeo brain. Some peopl sea wo
three, or more languages, ayet the a ||tg
sgpea even onemar sus S unique. (Isaiah
Acts 21:37-40 Professors R. S and
D. H. Fouts asked: “Is only man . . . capa-
ble of communicating bv Ian uage? ... All
the higher animals Certainly communrcate
with .~ . gestures, odours, calls, cries and
songs, and even the dance of the bees. Yet

animals other than man do not ag ear to
have sfructured grammatrca an%u é)e And
anrmals do not,“which may ?
nificant, draw rggre?entatronal rr)]rc res. t
best thev only ly humans
can use

he brarn to speak 4 language and
draw meanrng ul grctures —Comgare |saiah

T Moreover ou have ana areneBs of self:
ou are consei %us of H roverns 14\ 10&
ave you watched a Bird, dog, or cat loo

% u¥ farr]r ﬁ be s%q thatoyou arev\tlrnér1 e?
V\?hat e|ls aiﬂ r?ameh/ta) rp F?ereace Retween
g”agrsng s looking In a mirror and a human’s
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into a m|rror and then peck, growl, or at-
tack? It thinks jt sees another animal,
not recognizing itself. In contrast, when
you looK into a mirror, you know it s
you. (James 1:23,24) You may check tfour
ﬁpearance or wonder what You will Took
ke in a few years. Animals do not do
t at. Yes, your braln makes you unique.
To where does the credit ?o’) How did
your brain come to be, if not from God?
BYour braln also allows Fou to appre-
ciate art and music as we as to avea
moral sense. (Exodus 15:20: Judges 11
34 1 Kings 6.1, 29-35; Matthew 11:16,
17) Why you,and not the animals? They
lésgttehﬁlere Ealns Ptnnmanl tofenadrenfora mttg
| | indi
or makin _n]est 8n ly humans (Ilhmk be-
Kond the short term. S? eeven think apout
ow their actions wil fect the envirgn-
ment or their e?cendants ong into the fu-
ture. Why? Ecclesiastes, 3:11 says of hu-
mans. “EVen time |ndef|n|te [the Creator]
has put in their heart.” Yes, your capacit
for considering the meaning of time ndef-
Inite or for imagining endle3s life is special.

Let the Creator Add Meaning
DWe have touched on just three areas:

18, Whgt mental capacities set you apart from

?8 rWL € J,greal%rg

three-part line of reasonin
Use in heﬁpmg ocherS to thm[; Bout

How Would You Respond?

O Why do we need to go beyond get-
ting scientific information about our
universe?

O In helping others to think about the
Creator, to what might you point?

O Why is knowing the Creator a key to
having satisfying meaning in life?
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Beginning

Opr Unjverse What Is Your

Conclusion?

Had No

had a
beginning

W jthout
ause

W as

Caused

[\

bysgmethmg By Some ONE
ternal Eternal

the Precmon seen in the v st\unlverse t)he
origin of life on earth, and the undenian|
uniqueness of the human brain, with its
vaned capacities, Ti va hat do these three
point? Here |sahneo reasoning that you
could use in h Pln? otpers rea%h a conclu-
%ton YOH could IS as eunlverse

ave a_beginnin st ouI areet
|td|d The% ask: %\/asﬁt d h

glnn ngW|t -
out any cause, or was It causd Mast peo-
le serise that the beginning of the universe

gseaﬁtgeg Tlh]lrsulrea S att(t)steh final uesHon
eterna or% someg(%ne eter aIS thh thg
ISsues thus presented cearly an logical B/
many can be led to conclude: There nust be
a Creatoy! That bemg)so should not mean-
|n%|n lite be possiblé:

Qur whole eX|stence |ncIud|ng our

se of morality and the moralit
H ?(ﬂ)e Co nectedwnh eCr at
ollo May once wrote; * eonyae

ﬂuate structure for morality is tha,t bﬁsed
pon the yltimate meanln% of life.” Where
IS that to be found? He continued: “ he ul-
timate structure Is the nature of God The

pnnuples of God are the principles which

our tt§V|r\AéhPhe'%r'hh%VV|'n”q th)e Creator essential to



underlie life from the beginning of creation
to the end.”

2 We can well understand then why
psalmist was drsBIayrn both humility ar
wrsdomwhen he begged the Creator: ake
me know your own'ways, 0 Jehovah; teach

}/]our own paths ake me walk in your
trut and teach me, for you are my “God
of salvation.” (Psalm 25:4, 52 As he came
to know the Creator better, the psalmist’s
Iife certainly would have had more meaning,

Your

purRose ang direction, The same can be so
each of us.—Exodus 33:13,

Comrng to know the Creator’s “own
was includes coming to know eve better
what he 1s like, botli his persopality. and
his ways. But since the Creator Is Invisible
and awesomely powerful, how can we ?et to
kndowth]rm better? The next article will con-
sider this

22. What | s involved in coming to know the Cre-
ator’s ways?

Creator

—LEARN WHAT HE IS LIKE

“ myselfshall cause all mygoodness to pass beforeyourtace and I will

declare the name of

HE apostle John, writer of the last Bi-
ble book, recorded this profound dec-
Iaratron about the Creator; You are

WOI’t ?/ Jehovah, even our God,
or

and the honor and the power, Inseet 0

cause you crea¥ed all things, and because of
our Will they existed and were created ”
Revelation 4°11) As the preceding article
established, the findings of modern science
often add to reasons forbelieving in the Cre-
ator of all things.

ehovah

"—EXODUS 33:19.

people to him. To whatever extent you have
done that, would it not be beneficial to get
t0 know him better? That does not require

to recewreetrn%mm personally, in the sense that we

er humans.
3 Jehovah is the Source of even the stars,
our sun being &ust a medium-sized star
Would You think of tr}/rnﬂ] to have a cose
R/tlrysrca encounter with the sun?
ost people are careful about even gIancrng

at it or exp osrng their skin to its power-

2 Asimportant as it |s to accetptta that theful rags for a on8 time, Its core tempera-

Creator exists, 1t 15 equally impo
learn what he s like—that he is a real
son, with a personality and ways that dr aw

L Wh does the Creator deserve to be honored7
2h L eo le need o learn about
the C eator? W personaly meeting the
Creator not r asona

nt '[0

ture 1$ some 15,000,000 degrees Celsius (27.-

000,000°F.). Each second, tis thermonuclear
furnace transforms some four million tons
of mass Into energy Just a fraction of it
reaches earth as heat and light, but that
amount sustains all life here Those hasic
facts should impress us with the Creator’s
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awesome power. Well tc u}ld |saiah
anout teabuhnda ce of |the Creator’s \}6
namlc enerﬁ easobem VIGorous in pow-
er."—lsaia
4Yet, did eyou know that some months af
ter the Israeljtes Ieft EgP/ ptinl
l\/Ioses egged the Creat Cause me to see
Bease Yourglory " iExodus 318? Remem-
erin od Is the Source of even the
sun, you can understand wh¥ he told Moses:
Youare not able to see my ace because no
man may see me and yet live, -
ator ermitted Mosestota eah| m pace
ount Sinai wh |e He ' ass .
ses was then exposed to Gods as |t
were, to some t Pe of aftegow of the Cre-
ato]r S g ory, or presence.—Exodus 33:20-23:

5Moses desire to get to know the Cre
gt%g lt(tlenttetr drlod not roggns% |sf|ed Ewden y
p?ses %d decvared Jeh%vah a é;o g merc
f fl rdractous slowto anrger and abundant
In loving-kindness an tuth reservm
Iovmgk indness for thousand donin
error-and fransgression an sm [¥
means will he give exemption from puriish-

4 Wh t)dld Moses ask for, and how did Jehovah

what wa ldthe Creator satisfy Moses’ re-
quest proving wha
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What does our immune system suggest
about our Creator?

ment.” (Exodus 34:6, 7) This shows that get-
ting to know qur Creator better involves, not
seeing a physical shape, but sensing in full-
er méasure what he is like, his personality
and characteristics.
60ne way we can do that is by dlscemmg
God’s qualities from what he created. Con
sider your |mmun system, In an_ Issue on
immunity, Scientific American said: “From
before birth until death, the immune system
IS 3 state of oonstant alert. A diverse ar-
ray of molecules and ceIIs Erotects s
amst arasites and path o Without
tose e nses humans coul not survive,
What Is the source of that system An arti-
cle in that magazine said: “The marvelous
arrag of deftly Interacting cells that defend
the body a?amst microbial and viral invad-
ers arises from a few precursor cells that
first a&oear about nine weeks after concep-
tion.” pregnant woman Passes some Im-
munity to hér developing fetus, Later, via
her breast milk,. she also’ provides immune
cells and beneficial chemicals for her baby.
7You have good reason to conclude that
Your immune” system surpasses anything
hat modern medicine can provide. Hencé
ask yourself, ‘What does th|s su%;est about
|ts r| inator and Supplier?’ This system,
which “first appears about nine weeks af
ter conceptlo and WhIC IS ready to
tect a newhorn, certam}/ reflects wis om
and forethought. But could we dlscem cuen
more about the Creator from this system?
\What do most of us conclude about Albert
Schwertzer and others who devoted their
lives fo prowdl medical carg for the un-
derprivileged? We usually ascribe good qual-

6 How is our immune sydstem a marvel?
What maqht we consider fibout our immune
system leading to what conclusion?



A section of the Dead Sea Scrolls, with
the Tetragrammaton (God's name in
Hebrew) highlighted

rtres to such c%mpassronate hirmanrtarrans
omoara at can we conclude about our
% or, who provides an rmmune system to
re and oorarke Ceaw els ovrn? Im-
partial, compassionate, ard [rust Is this not
consrstent It the descrrp lon of the Cre-
ator that Moses heard?

He Reveals What He IS ere
8There is anot er wa ou 10 come
to know our Creator bétter—boy means of
Ehe Biole, This Is ﬁ]artrcul |mortant
ecause there are things abolt that
Sf encg and the. univ rse cannot r}evea at

and other things that are much clearer
from the Bible. An"example of the former rs
the Creator’s ersonal name. Only the B r le
discloses hoth the Creator’s na e an rts
import. In Hebrew manuscri ts of the B

le, his name apPears some 7,000 times a
our consonants that can be fransliter te

WH or JHVH, commony ronounce
hovah In English —Exodus

9For us to come to know the Creator bet-
ter, we need to appreciate that he is not
jUSt an abstract “First Cause” oravaoue “
Am." His per onal name SO tha% tis
form of & Hebrew verb meanrn% ecome’

rove to be. *&Com are Ge esr 20 29

Ecc esrastes 11 Sg 00’ nanhe srgnr |es
Causes to Become™ and emphasizes th at
both purposes and acts. By our knowing and

T e s, |

rlv nlied
rsverb ﬁ esar apouf Its nre 1

ever has t enot[ono exlostencern e a straot
utawasevgresses ? or ecofnrngp enomenal-
y, 1.8, manifesting itself concretely.”

8. Jehovah reveals himself to us in what special

a
W/ at does theCreatoO[s ersona name mean,
at can we conclude from thi

1Ytn n"™A

A ty*v

nva

Usin hrs name We, can better aﬁ)precrate

f]hat e fulfills ’pomrses and actively brings
IS purpose to realization.
The Bible is the source o[ knowled%e of
gur 05eS ersonalit
ﬁsrs recor reveast at] at on tr e Jn%n
Ind was at eace with God and t

rospecto along, meanin ful ||fe Genesis

28, 2:7-9) Con rstent with the r %rto

rsn me, vv can be sure that Jeh o

end the suffering and frustration that hu-

:irns ave long faced. We read about the ful-
his urPose “The Ph sical world

was aes fo f rus not by Its
own desire Lh tcb the wrfl Lhoe eCtrﬁattorrt

who In makin rt 50, ave It a
might one daype aetos are erho
riods liberty of the chil dren1o
mans 8:20,21 he
by J. W. C. Wand,
1The Bible can also help us to come. to
know our Creator hetter inthat It reveals his
actions and reactions when eaIrng with an-
cient Isragl, Consider an example rnvoIerg
EIrshaan Naaman, themrlrtahr chief oft
ostre rians. As you read this account.in
n| ater5 wr seetata tive

sra% g urged t mans ros
mignt be”cured with elp rom Elisha |

La)hWe can Igarn (}rvhat important insight from

i ﬁ(t We consrder Brh]le accounts and

at ar% the details of one such account®
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|srael. Naaman went there exp cting Elrsha
to wave h nan sinam stroa curing r|
Rather, Elis atoldthe S%ran to bathernt
Jordan’River. Though Naamansun er |ngs
had to c%nvrncehrm to com ¥w en e |F
he Was eae Naaman pofered valuab
gt fts, which fsfha declined. La %r an asso-
late snea fo Naaman an yaIreg
someva yables, His dishonesty ledto his be-

f]truck with le orosy This is a fascinat-
I uman account—one from which we can
eam.

]2The aceount, in an a(opealrngwa , ShOws
thatlt e Grand Creator of the urjive ersnot
{00 oft¥ 0] not?]wrth favor a little girl, quite
In cont astwrt the norm In man cult res
today. It ai roves that the Créator does
not favor only one race or pation. (Acts 10:34,
35) Interestingly, instead of expecting peo-
pe to use hocUs-pocus—commaon with some

healers” of the past and B\resent—the re-
ﬁtor ISE ayed marvelous wisdom, He knew
ow to dtrre leprosy. He also manifested In-
Sig tan ustice | notpermrttrng fraud to
suc%eea SgaerrrtS oln athtat not cons(;ste%nth eNaIrth

hov li
ﬁout ThoB hthg E¥|b| account 1s brreg|
ow much We can detect from it about what
our Creator 15 like!—Psalm 33:5: 37:28.

BOther accounts about Israel’s ungrate-
fuI actronf and God’s resPonse prove that Je-
ovah truly cares. The Bible sagls that the Js-
rae |tesp thrm 0th etesta nan again,
making him feel hurt and pajned, (Psalm
78 40 41g Hence, the Creat has fe Irngs

cares a outw ath umans do. There
|s muc to e learned, too rom accounts
about weI known individuals. dD
Wa?rsnuC osenetrg n)t%nkslges \?vfha%rge ears tot e
eyes; %ut as for Jenovah, he sgéps what the

2. We can draw what ¢ rEIu ions Rout thg
reator from t eaccounto IA aan a
13. us rate now we might draw valuable
sons from Bible accounts.
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heart is.” (1 Samuel 16;7) Yes, the Creator
looks at what we are inside, not at mere out-
ward appearances. How satistying!

UThirty-nine of the Bible books were
written before the time of Jesus, and it be-
hooves US to read them This should not be
merel to earn Br le accounts or history. If
we real want to learn what our Creator Is
like, wes hould meditate on those accounts,
Berhaps thinking, What does this_episde
ring 1o light about his personality? Which
of his qualities shine through heré?"* Doing
so may help even skeptics to see that the Bi-
ble must be of divine origin, thus laying a
basis for their coming to know its Toving Au-
thor better.

A Great Teach HeI
Us to nowt Crea or
bGranted, people who doubt the Cre-

ator’s existence or whose view of God Is
vague may know little about the Bible. Per-
haos youhave met indiyiduals who could
not sdy whether Moses lived before or af-
ter Matthew and who know virtuall ¥ noth-
Ing of Jesus™ deeds or teachrn s. That |s
most sad because one can earn 50 much
ahout the Creator from the Great Teacher,
Jesus. H avrn? had a close relationghip with
God, he could reveal what our Creator IS
Ik John L1:18; 2Cor|nth|ans46 Hebrews
nd he did so, In'fact, he once said: “He
that has seen me has seen the Father also
—John 149, _
BConsider this example. On an occasion

*As parents relate Bible ccount therr chil-
dren, they.can he] therro rrn %UH
suc &ue tions. out sc n t
wit as wel as rnto medrtate on

14, As ereﬁd Htg Hebrew Scriptures, what can
we ene icially do

t)( should Jesus’ actions and teachings be
|nstruc Ve

JI? Jesus” interaction with a Samaritan woman
ustrates what?



W hat can

when Jesus was tired from traveling, he
spoke with a Samarjtan woman near Sychar.
He shared profound truths, centering on the
need to “worship the Father with spirit and
truth.” Jews of that era shunned Samari-
tans. In contrast, Jesus reflected Jehovah’s
willingness to accept sincere men and wom-
en of aII natjons, even as we noted from
the incjdent involving Elisha and Naaman.
It should reassure us'that Jehovah Is above
the narrow-minded rellglous hostility that
permeates the world today. We can alsp take
note of the fact that Jesus was willing to
teach awoman, and In this case a woman'|iv-
Ing with a man not her husband. Insteaq of
condemning her, Jesus treated her with dlig-

nity, in a Way that could really help her

welearn from Jesus' reaction to Mary's grief?

Theree(xjfter (ither Samaritans |j sten%d to Je-
sus and concluded: “We know that t n?an
IS 0[] a certaln% the savjor of the world
Fe\(/)v N 4:2 % 42, 1Kings 8:41-43; Mat-
7 Let us consider a other |||us atlon
how we can learn about the Creator Y
mi mnzm ourselves WI Jesus ac Rns
and teachings. Reflect on the occasmnw en
ess ren lhazarus led. esus eh rV|
(i fe ower to_brin
h (f (Luke 7:11-17; 8: 56 How
he reac t0 seema Lazar(s’ shs

ourning? Jesus roaned In t
sp|r|t am became’ troubled:” He was not

17, To what canclusion 7does the account of Laz-

arus’ resurrection point
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indjfferent or aloof; he “gave way to tears.”
John 11:33-35) And this Was not a mere dis-
lay of emotign. Jesus was moved to pos-
itive_ action—he resyrrected Lazarus. You
can imagine how this helped the apostles
to appreCiate the Creator’s feelings and ac-
tions. It should also help us and others to un-
derstand the Creator’s personality and ways.
BThere is no reason to he ashamed “of
studgln g the B|b e and learning more about
our Creator, The Bible Is not an antiquated
book. One who studied it and became a close
associate 0f Jesus was John. He later wrote;
“We know that the Son of God has come, and
he has given us intellectual capacity that we
may gain the knowledge of the frue one.
And we are in_union with the true. one, by
means of his Son Jests Christ. This is the
true God and life everIastm([q (1 John 520)
Observe that emplo(}/lng ‘intellectual capac-
i ”torgaln P gee “the trug one, the
Creator, can lead to ™life everlasting.”

Othersmf_egrnnYAOHo |,9“m,,

DA lot is required for some people to be-
lieve that there is a compassionate Creator
who cares about us and 1o appreciate what
he 1s like. There are millions upon millions
who are_yet skeptical about the Creator or
whose view of nim does not correspond to
what is found in the Bible. How can you help
them7 At the 1998/99 district and interna-
tlona conventions of Jehovah's Witnesses,

effective new too was_released ip man
fw es— oq( There a Creato

ares out You?

Dt isapublication that will enhance your
éS I-Low should people feel about studying the
19 Vl\lhat step has been taken to help skeptical

0 21 6? Ho can the Creator book be used
uccess g ) Relate ex erlerf]cets of .how the
reator book as already Brove fective.
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own faith in our Creator and your ap re(:|a
tion for his persona |t¥ and ways. X
this certain? %ecause S There a Creator
Who Cares About You? has been spemaly
designed with such goals in mind. A thread
running through the book is “What can add
meaning to your life?” The contents are pre-
sented in a way that even people with con-
siderable educdtion will find intriguing. Yet,
It touches on longings that all of us have.
There Is fascinating and E)ersuaswe materi-
al for readers who doubt the Creator’s exis-
tence. The book does not assume that the
reader believes in a Creator. Those who are
skeptical will be. captivated by the treat-
ment of recent scientific discoveries and con-
cepts. Such facts wil| even strengthen the
faith of those who believe in God.

A In studying this new book, it will be
seen that parts of 1t present an overview of
Bible history In a way that highlights as-
pects of God’s personality, helping readers
come to know God better. Many who have al-
ready read it have commented on how that
has been true in their case. (See the follow-
mgi article, pages 25-6.) May that alsq be so
With you as Yol fam|||ar|ze ourselfwith the
hook“and_ usg it to help others to come to
know their Creator bet er

Did You Note?

O How did Moses become better
acquainted with Jehovah on
Mount Sinai?

O Why is studying the Bible an aid to
knowing what God is like?

O As we read the Bible, what can we
do to draw closer to our Creator?

O Inwhat way do you plan to make
use of the Creator book?



"Words cannot express the joy and excitement
that continue to grow as | devour Is There a
Creator Who Cares About You? It just creates
within one a desire— no, a need— to know
more. Thank you for lighting fires of curiosity

IsThere a
in my heart and mind."

Creator
Who Cares About You?

HAT is how one of Jehovah's
Witnesses from North
Carolina, U.S.A., felt
about the book re-

leased by the Watch Tow-

er Society at the "God's

Way of Life" District Con-

ventions during 1998/99.

Even if you do not have

a copy of the book, note

other responses.

Days after receiving his
copy at a San Diego, Califor-
nia, U.S.A., convention, a man
wrote: "I'm finding this book to be
very faith strengthening. It fills my heart
with deep appreciation for Jehovah's creative
works. I'm up to page 98, and I'm dreading the
day I'll reach the end! It is that much of a satis-
fying joy."

An Oriental woman wrote: "The convention
speaker used the expression 'a unique book,'
and that expression really matches the content.
An outstanding feature is that the book does
not push the existence of God on the reader,
yet it presents the facts."

The facts include fascinating scientific discov-
eries about our universe, life, and us. This im-
pressed many. "l really do not have words to
express how deeply this little book has affect-
ed me," wrote a woman from California. "I
could not put the book down as each page de-

'Fires of
Curiosity in
Heart and

Mind7

scribed more unfolding discoveries
about our universe and life it-
self. 1 really learned so much!
I will treasure this little book
and share it with as many

as possible."

A feature that delight-
ed many is how the book
gives a synopsis of the
Bible, highlighting the

Creator's personality.
"The overall view of the Bi-
ble, presented toward the
back of the book, is one of the
best that | have read," is a typical
comment. On the heels of an early conven-
tion in New York, U.S.A., another wrote: "The
new release has got to be the most absorb-
ing publication you've printed. | was enthralled
with the scientific proofs that there is a Creator.
The concise synopsis of the Bible itself is just
enough to explain the points being made and
to whet the appetite to read more."

Understandable Science

The scientific information in early chapters
might seem to be intimidating, but here are typ-
ical reactions.

A Canadian man wrote: "What a contrast to
the technical books whose authors try to im-
press us with their big words. Your scholarship
is outstanding in making the subjects of physics,

Cover photo above, Eagle Nebula: J. Hester and P. Scowen (AZ State Univ.), NASA



chemistry, DNA, chromosomes, etc., so under-
standable to us. If only you had written the uni-
versity textbooks | studied years ago!"

A university professor of physics wrote: "[lt]
clearly presents the issues involved without
getting bogged down by technical detail. The
book reasons with the reader and quotes from
many leading scientists. This is a 'must read' for
anyone interested in the origin of the universe
and life, either as a scientist or as a layman."

A young woman taking a nursing course
commented: "I could not believe my eyes to
open to chapter 4 and read a quote from the
book that we are using in class! | gave the book
to our professor and told him | knew that he
would find the information refreshing. | showed
him page 54 about the brain. He read it to
himself and said, 'This is interesting! I'll check
it out.™

A member of parliament in Belgium wrote:
"What struck me and captivated me was the
scientific outline that underlines that modern
science is not opposed to the Bible's monothe-
ism intuition but, rather, joins them. This is a
very successful outlook."”

Knowing the Creator Better

The book helped people in many lands to
know God better and to feel much closer to
him. A reader in Fukuoka City, Japan, ob-
served: "It is as though the lens were precisely
focused on Jehovah for the first time. The book
is wonderfully convincing. | was able to come
to know Jehovah from a standpoint I've nev-
er thought of until now." A Salvadoran wrote:
"You explain very clearly how merciful, gra-
cious, slow to anger, and abundant in loving-
kindness God is. Truly, this is precisely what we
need to be closer to him and to his Son. It is the
first book that explains the sentiments of Jeho-
vah and the human feelings of his Son, Jesus."
And a reader in Zambia responded: "Jehovah

took on an altogether new
meaning for me."

Understandably, Jeho-

vah's Witnesses are excit-
ed about sharing with oth-
ersIs There a Creator Who
Cares About You? One not-
ed: "As | finished reading
chapter 10 ["If the Creator
Cares, Why So Much Suffering?"],
I just could not help but exclaim, 'This is exact-
ly the book that we need in Japan!" | would like
to make the material in this chapter my own and
use it in the field service more and more." An-
other woman is studying the Bible with a girl
who was brought up in a temple where her fa-
ther is the priest. "She has a hard time accept-
ing the concept of the Creator. There is nothing
pushy in this book's explanation, but the facts
are there, so | think even Buddhists can read it
without hesitation. It also makes us feel Jeho-
vah's love more."

From England came the evaluation: "l have
just finished the Creator book and am about to
start reading it again. What a marvelous book!
One can only love Jehovah when reading it
| have given one to my neighbour, who af-
ter reading just two chapters said, 'l cannot
put it down, it's so exciting." I'm sure this will
help people get to know and love our Grand
Creator."

A man in Maryland, U.S.A., said: "It truly
has been incisive to my spiritual bones and mar-
row! | plan to give a copy to all the people | do
business with. | sometimes find it difficult to be-
gin a witness with such busy, educated people.
With this book I will now find the appealing, ef-
fective approach.”

Clearly, the book Is There a Creator Who
Cares About You? will have a positive impact
on people earth wide.



QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Since sterilization procedures are now
said to be reversible on request, might a
Christian view them as a birth-control
option?

Sterilization has become the most widely used
means of family planning. For many people, its ac-
ceptability seems determined by social and educa-
tional background, as well as by religious views.
The aspect of religious belief comes into play with
Jehovah's Witnesses, who share the psalmist's de-
sire: "Instruct me, O Jehovah, in your way, and
lead me in the path of uprightness." (Psalm 27:11)
What is involved in sterilization procedures?

Male sterilization for birth control is called a va-
sectomy. Two small sperm cords, or tubes, in the
scrotum are cut and blocked. This can be done in
various medical ways, but the intent is to make it
impossible for sperm to pass from the testicles. Fe-
male sterilization is called tubal ligation. It is usu-
ally done by cutting and tying (or, burning) closed
the Fallopian tubes, which carry eggs from the
ovaries to the uterus.

It was long considered that these steps were
permanent— that they produced irreversible ster-
ilization. But some people, because of regretting
their step or as a result of new circumstances, have
sought medical help to undo a vasectomy or tubal
ligation. With the advent of specialized instru-
ments and microsurgery, attempts at reversal have
been more successful. It is not uncommon to read
that with selected candidates there can be 50 to
70 percent success in reversing a vasectomy by re-
joining the severed ends of the tiny tubes. Rates of
60 to 80 percent success for reversing female tub-
al ligation are claimed. Some who have learned
about this have felt that sterilization need no lon-
ger be viewed as permanent. They might believe
that a vasectomy and tubal ligation can be viewed
as being in the same category as oral contracep-
tives, condoms, and diaphragms— methods that
can be discontinued if a pregnancy is desired. Ye,
some sobering aspects should not be ignored.

One is that prospects for a reversal can be hurt

dramatically by such factors as the amount of
damage to tubes during the sterilization proce-
dure, the amount of the tube removed or scarred,
the number of years that have passed since the
procedure, and in the case of a vasectomy, wheth-
er antibodies against the man's sperm have result-
ed. And not to be ignored is the fact that facilities
for microsurgery may not be available in many
areas, or the expense may be prohibitive. Thus,
many who might desperately wish to have a ster-
ilization reversed would not be able to. For them
it is final.* So the above-noted rates for rever-
sals are really just theoretical, not dependable
averages.

Some facts bear on the realities. An article pub-
lished in the United States on reversing a vasecto-
my commented that after the $12,000 operation,
"only 63 percent of patients can impregnate their
partners." Moreover, just "six percent of men who
get a vasectomy eventually seek a reversal." In a
German study about central Europe, some 3 per-
cent of men who chose to be sterilized later sought
reversal. Even if half of those attempts could suc-
ceed, it would mean that for 98.5 percent, having
a vasectomy amounted to permanent sterilization.
And the rate would be higher in lands with few or
Nno microsurgeons.

Consequently, it is unrealistic to treat male or fe-
male sterilization lightly, as if it were temporary
birth control. And for the sincere Christian, there
are other aspects to consider.

A central point is that reproductive powers are
a gift from our Creator. His original purpose

* "Surgical attempts to reconnect the [vas deferens] have
a success rate of at least 40 percent, and there is some ev-
idence that greater success may be achieved with improved
microsurgical techniques. Nevertheless, sterilization by means
of vasectomy should be considered permanent.” (Encyclo-
paedia Britannica) "Sterilization should be regarded as a per-
manent procedure. Despite what the patient may have heard
about reversal, reanastomosis is expensive, and success can-
not be guaranteed. For women who undergo reversal of tub-
al sterilization, the risk of ectopic pregnancy is high."—con-
temporary OB/G YN, June 1998.
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included procreation by perfect humans, who
would "fill the earth and subdue it." (Gene-
sis 1:28) After the Flood cut earth's population
to eight, God repeated those basic instructions.
(Genesis 9:1) God did not repeat that command
to the nation of Israel, but Israelites viewed having
offspring as something very desirable.— 1 Samu-
el 1:1-11; Psam 128:3.

God's Law to Israel contained indications of his
regard for human procreation. For example, if a
married man died before producing a son to car-
ry on his lineage, his brother was to father a son
by brother-in-law marriage. (Deuteronomy 25:5)
More to the point was the law about a wife who
tried to help her husbhand in a fight. If she grasped
the privates of her husband's opponent, her hand
was to be amputated; significantly, God did not
require eye-for-eye damage to her or her hus-
band's reproductive organs. (Deuteronomy 25:
11, 12) This law would clearly engender respect
for reproductive organs; these were not to be de-
stroyed needlessly.*

We know that Christians are not under Israel's
Law, so the regulation at Deuteronomy 25:11, 12
is not binding on them. Jesus neither ordered nor
implied that his disciples must marry and have
as many children as possible, which many cou-
ples have considered when deciding on whether
to use some method of birth control. (Matthew
19:10-12) The apostle Paul did encourage pas-
sionate 'younger widows to marry and bear chil-
dren.' (1 Timothy 5:11-14) He did not bring up the
permanent sterilization of Christians— their vol-

* Another law that might seem relevant said that no man
whose genitals were severely damaged could come into
God's congregation. (Deuteronomy 23:1) However, insight
on the scriptures notes that this evidently "had to do with
deliberate emasculation for immoral purposes, such as homo-
sexuality.” Hence, that law did not involve castration or the
equivalent for birth control. insight also says: "Jehovah com-
fortingly foretold the time when eunuchs would be accepted
by him as his servants and, if obedient, would have a name
better than sons and daughters. With the abolition of the Law
by Jesus Christ, all persons exercising faith, regardless of
their former status or condition, could become spiritual sons
of God. Fleshly distinctions were removed.— Isa 56:4, 5; Joh
112"
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untarily sacrificing their reproductive potential to
bear children.

Christians do well to weigh such indications that
God esteems their reproductive ability. Each cou-
ple must determine if and when they will employ
appropriate methods of family planning. Granted,
their decision would be particularly telling if there
were confirmed medical assurances that mother or
child faced grave medical risks, even a probabili-
ty of death, with a future pregnancy. Some in that
situation have reluctantly submitted to a steriliza-
tion procedure as described earlier to make sure
that no pregnancy would threaten the life of the
mother (who may already have other children) or
that of a child who might later be born with a life-
threatening health problem.

But Christians who are not facing such an un-
usual and distinct risk would certainly want to
use 'soundness of mind' and shape their thinking
and deeds by God's esteem for reproductive po-
tential. (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; 2:2, 5-8) This
would reflect mature sensitivity to Scriptural in-
dications. Yet, what if it became publicly known
that a Christian blithely disregarded God's evalu-
ations? Would not others doubt whether he (or,
she) was a good example, having a reputation of
making decisions in harmony with the Bible? Such
a disturbing blemish on one's reputation could, of
course, affect a minister's being qualified for spe-
cial privileges of service, though that might not be
so if one had in ignorance had this procedure per-
formed.— 1 Timothy 3:7.

In Our Next Issue

How Can Jesus Change Your Life?

Parents, What Does
Your Example Teach?

Families, Praise God as Part of
His Congregation



7Really Thought | Ought
to commit many acts o fopposition
against the name ofJesus the
Nazarene; which, infact, I did in
Jerusalem. Many ofthe hon ones
| locked up in prisons, as |
had received authorityfrom the chief
priests. When the disciples were to be
exectited, | cast my vote against them.
Bypunlshmg them many times in all
the synagoques, | tried toforce them to
make a recantation. Since | was
extremely mad against them, | went
sofar as topersecuting them even in
outside cities.’—Acts 26:9-11.

ourse, he was a new man.

No longer
n opposer of Chrlstlamt}/

SAID Saul of Tarsus, also known as the
postle Paul. By the time he said this, of

of its most ardent promo
tormer{x/mohvated Saul to persecute Chris-
tians? he ought to com-

mit’ such deeds And |s there arfy lesson to * of death.

be drawn from his story?

The Stontnq of Stephen
Saul enters the Bible recor amon? those
killing Stephen. “After throwing [Stephen
out3| e the city, they beglan casting stones a
And the W|tnesses aid down'their qut-
erga,r,m‘entﬁ E %eetofa%oun man called

IS part Et)

themurderofhlm (;cts j
to that assault? Jew incll mg ome from
||C|a dtfgute d with Stephen but wereH
able to ho their own against him, Whether
Saul, also a Cilician, was amonq them is not
stated. In any case, they used false witnesses

rovm9 ef

D)

Did
Persecute
IStians?

W
Sal
Cr

Q accuse Stephen of blas an
hlm beforet pe Saghedrhi f sﬁl

dd
9-1
assembly, presidea over gh

t;hgne

rlest

he was riow on@cted as the Jewish hl?h ourt AS the ulti-
ers. But what hadnate reli

Gglous authority, Its members also
safe uar ed what they held to be doctrinal
puri nt elr view Stephen was deserving
He dared fo accuse them of no t ob-
servmg the Law, did_he? (Acts 532 They
would Show him how it was to be obsérved!

Saul s approval of that opinjon was a logi-

cal consequence of his conwctlons He was a
artseeqr powerfu sectdemanded strict

; 0 servanceo law and tradition, Christianity

was held to be the antithesis of those tenets
teaching a new way to salvation through Je

SUS, tht -century” Jews expe%ted the Mes-
slah t? qh 0 ogs mg owogdfree
ER e L

w

,%e Great Sﬁnhed{m on a charge o? btasy
E em;i and therearter impaled on a forture
take like an accursed criminal could be the
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Messiah was thus comPIeteralren unaccept-
able, and repellent to their mentality.

The Law stated that a man hun upon
a stake was_“accursed of Gog,” (Deuterono-
my 21:22, 23; Galatians 3:13) From S auIs
viewpoint, “these words were cIear ap BD ica-
ble t0 Jesus,” comments Fred errc F ruce

“He had died under the curse of G
therefore could not conceivabl (y he the Mes
siah, upon whom, almost by definition, the
blessing of God rested in um Ue measure.
To claim that Jesus was the Messiah was
therefore blasphemous; those who made such
a preRosterous claim deserved to suffer as

aspnemers.” As Saul himself later acknowl-
edged, the very idea of the “Christ |mPa|ed
[Wasé to, the Jews a cause for stumblfing.”
—1Corinthians 1:23,

Saul’s reaction to such a teachm% Was to
opPose It with the greatest possible determ-
nation. Even bruté force was to be used in
an effort to stamp it out. He was sure that
this was what God wanted. Describing the
spirit he nurtured, Saul said: “As respects
zeal, [l was] Rersecutmg the con%regatron a
respects righteousness that is y Means of
|aw, one who proved himself blameless.” “To
the point of excess | kept on persecuting the
congre ation of God and devastatrn% it and

aking greater progress in Judaism
than many of my own age in'my race, as | was
far more zealous for the traditions of my fa-
thers."—Philippians 3:6; Galatians 1:13;14.

Protaﬁonrst In Persecution

After Stephen’s death, Saul no longer frg
Ures as a mere accessor)(] 0 persecutron bt
as its champion. As such, he must h ave ac-
quired a certarn notoriety, smce even after
fis conversion, when he made efforts to Jom
hrmselftothedrscrples the%were

of him, because they did not believe ewasa
disciple.” When it Became clear that he real-
ly was a Christian, his conversion became a
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cause for rejoicing and thanksurvmg among
the disciples, who heard, not that Aust an¥
former opposer had updergone a change 0
heart, but rather that “the man that former-
y persecuted s is now. declaring the good
riews about the faith which he formerl 2y dev-
astated."—Acts 9:26; Galatians 1:23, 24,

Damascus lay some 140 miles—a seven-
or eru ¥ walk—from Jerusalem. Yet,
"brea hmg hreat and murder against the
disciples,” Saul went to the high priest and
asked him for Ietters to the synago%rues in
Damascus ? S0 that Saul'm brrn%
bound to J erus lem anywhom ¢ found
belonged to “The Way.” With official approv-

al, he”began to deal outrageously with the

congregation, nvading one housé after an-
other, dragging out both men and women
to turn them over to prison. Others he had

flogged in th esynagogzues and he ‘cast his
vote™ (Iiterally, s "“votin gebble”) In favor
of their execition.—Acts 8:3; 9:1,2,14; 225,
19: 26:10, footnote.

Considering the schooling Saul received
under Gamaliel and the powers he now wield-
ed, some scholars believe that he had pro-

ressed from bem? a mere student of the

aw to_the point of exercising a measure of
authority in Judaism. One supposed, for ex-
ample, t at Saul may have become a teacher
In a Jerusalem syna ogue However, what is
meant by Sauls casting his vote'—whether
8 a member of a court 0r as one expressing
his moral support for the executions of Chris-
trans—we cannot be certain.*

to the boo The |st0ry fthe
ft}v eof esUS hrrsh
X || S rer althou
|s(hnah cont mjs no cc r ce U
rea edrin or n edr %ntly
ne t oseo t e esser Sa rms 0f 2 ers,
are set out [n minute. gt%r aw student cc
the eser n rms

teH aﬁuta cases trie

ere they were emrtte to spea O\X or and no‘

a mstteaccu casesntrnvol ng acapita
offense, they cou dob



Srnce at the outset all Chrrstrans were

eWs or Jewish iorose }/tes aul apgarentl
un erstood Chrstran& e an apostate
movement within Jugaism, and he consrd
et L ne pusiess of il ot 0 s
sch o?ar r\ q—lut ren, tnat P%u ﬁ>{
Bersecut rwoud aveo osed Chrrstranrtoy
ecayse he saw It as a_rell ron qutside
Judaism, acomg titor. The Hstran MOVe-
ment would have been seen by him and
ers as, sunj ﬁct yet to Jewish authorrtg " Hrs
Intention en was to force waywar Jews
{0 recant and return to ortho og usin
available means. (Acts 26:11) One me o
opentohrmwasr prisonment. Another was
I ggrngrnthest(nago Ues, a common means
L iscipline tha c(o bg administered asa

astisement for disobedience against rab-
brnrcal authority in any local court of three
judges

Jesus ap(grearance to Saul on the road to
Damascus fcourse utasto to all of that.
rom ern%a flerce enem Chrrstranrty
Saul suddenly became an ardent advocate of
It, and soon eHou%h the Jews In Damascus
were seeking his death. (Acts 9:1-23) Para-

doxically, as a Christian, Saul was to suffer
many things he himself had meted out as a
persecutor; so that years later he could say:
By Jews | five times recerved forty strokes
Iess one.”"—2 Corinthians 11

Zeal Can Be Mrsdrrected
“Formerly | was a blasphemer and a Perse
cutor and an insolent man,” wrote Saul after
his conversion, when he was better known as
Paul. “Nevertheless, | was shown mercy, be-
cause | was | norant and acted with a lack of
faith.” (1 Timothy 1:13 Bernrr;srncereandac
trvernonesrelr%(on therefore, IS no guaran-
tee of having God’s approval. Saul was zeal-
ous and acte accor ng to conscience, but
that did not make him rrght His fiery zeal
wasmrsdrrected (Compare Romans 10:2, 3.
That should make us reflect.
Many tod ay are firmly convrnced that good
conduct IS aI that God requires of them.'B
15 12 Each one would do well to [isten to
Paul’s exhortation: “Make sure of all things;
hold fast to what 1s fine.” (1 Thessalonians 5
21) That means taking time to acquire accu-
rate knowledge of Gad’s Word of truth and
then living 10 full ‘harmony with it If w
realize from examining thé Bible that We
have changes to make,. then we should by
all means make them without delay. Perhaps
few of Us were ever blasphe ers, per-
secutors, or insolent men to'the
extent SauI Was, Nevertheless
onY %/ actrng accord |ng
0 art and accurate
now edge can we, like
im, hgarn God sfavor
—John 1



Something Better
Than Cosmetics

N FTER referring to "outward aids"
ty enhancers, the apostle Peter advised: "Instead, your
Ik beauty should consist of your true inner self, the
y of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of the greatest
God's sight."— 1 Peter 3:3, 4, Today's English Version.

Interestingly, when the apostle wrote of such external adornment,

used a form of the Greek word Ico'smos, which is
root of the English word "cosmetic,” meaning "making for
especially] of the complexion." Was Peter imposing on
tian women a prohibition relative to the use of makeup
other similar beauty aids? There is nothing in God's Word
that suggests that. Rather, it allows for personal decision
on this matter, so a degree of variation in taste can be
expected.

However, if the application of makeup is overdone, or
done to a degree that disturbs many others, what mes-
sage is conveyed? Is it not one of harshness, brashness,
gaudiness, ostentation, or narcissism? Indeed, it can cheapen
a woman's appearance, possibly giving the wrong impres-
sion as to moral character.— Compare Ezekiel 23:36-42.

In recognition of this, a woman "professing to rev-
erence God" will endeavor, if she chooses to apply
cosmetics, to have her face reveal the signatures of
soundness of mind, gentleness, kindness, and mod-
esty. Such qualities will enhance her grace and
charm. In fact, whether she chooses to wear
makeup or not, she will manifest a dignity and
inner beauty. This will reflect her knowledge
that, as Peter's words quoted above imply,
there is something better than cosmet-
ics.— 1 Timothy 2:9, 10.
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