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D0 YU Spend Time
With Your Family?

CCT aPANESE Fathers Are Loved—Though Busy Working and Not Playing
J With Their Children.” Some years ago this headline appeared in the
Mainichi Shimbun. The article reported that 87.8 percent of
the Japanese children taking part in a government survey
expressed the desire to take care of their fathers in the
future. In the English edition of the paper, however, the
same item appeared under a different headline. It read
“Fathers and Sons: A Case of Neglect.” Unlike the
Japanese edition, the article highlighted another aspect
of the same survey: Each working day, Japanese
fathers were spending only 36 minutes with
their children. In comparison, fathers in West
Germany were spending 44 minutes with
their children on a weekday, and in the
United States, the figure was 56 minutes.



Youths who have
close relationships with
their parents are less
likely to suffer from
emotional stress

hrs not | st Jathers who sﬁend little time
with their, d ren. More and more mothers
work outside the home. F rexamPIe man
srnﬂe mothers have to work secularly to sug-
amrX As a result thg amount

trme that [

fathers and. mothers
arrlk%—spend Wrt therr chr[dren IS dimin-
Ishe
A 1997 study of more than 12,000 Amerr-
itn teer] ?ers found that Xouths who have
fose [<e|a onshrPfs with their parelnts are
ess likely to surfer from emotional stress,
0 have surcrdal thgér hts, to engage In vro—
ence r 1o usea] ICtIve sugst nhes And
one of the researchers |nv0 ved In the exten-
srvestu y sald: “Youcan't get a Sense of cgn-
necte ness to kids unless Vou are there for
Spen md time wij hnnour children
and communicating with them does matter.

The Comm%rlncatron Gap i

cially vulnerable to communication
reaﬁ?downy tn milies In wﬁrc 1 rent
IVes away rom ome on a stantf
srgnm?nt Ot course hecommunrcat ? \})
R
|\rqn at/home 80 to worr[l bg?ore herrcqr
drenWake pan come home attert ey haye
?one to e%t 10 compensate for the result-

lack of contact, certain parents spend
e with he famrly o weekends and hok-
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idays. TheY talk about spending “quality”
timie with their children,

Yet, is the lack in quantity offset by quali-
ty? Researcher Laurence St inb erg[ answers
“In general, kids who spend more |mewrt
herr parents do better than kids that spend
ess time. It seems to be very difficulf to
make uP for that lack of time. The idea
of uar time has been oversold,” That is
exa% h ow a Burmese woman feels. Her
hushand—a typical Japanese man—comes
home. from work at one or two o'clock every
mornrng Although he spends |mewrth hrs
family on the we kends, his Wre ggs
mqa home on Saturdays and scan
not fill the gap of not béing wrth the famr
for the rest'of the week.... Can you skip all
meals on weekdays and eat all the meals for
the week on Saturdays and Sundays?”

Conscientious Effort Needed
Maintaining good communication in the
family is easiér said than done. The demands




Good communication pays rich dividends in family life

of making a living and providing for the  breakfast with the family. At frrst it was
famrl doot make it easy for a father ora  just him and his wife. Gradually, the chil-
wor rn mother 10 sBend time with the fam-  dren joined in, and the breakfasf table be-
g V\y 0Se clrclmstances reourre them cameaseedbed of communrcatron This led
t ea ay from home communrcaeregular- to amr}/]drnners together. Thus, the man

y by making telephone ca sorwrrtrn? let- was on the way to saving his family from a
ters But whiether together at home of nat,  complete breakdown.

conscjentious effort rs needed to maintain
gooa #amrfy communrcatron Help From God’s Word
Parents who ay from communrcat The Bible encourages rParents fo take
rng with their ? %? ave to pay for their trme to communrcate wrt their chrldren
fathe who spent rt? 0ses, the Israelites

egligence. e time  Throu 0
(I] %rs family, not even eaP Ing with them, Were r%structé% ersten 0 lsrael: Jehovah
was face wrth serrous conse uences. His son our God Is one Jehovah. And you must love

ecam violent, % ter was caug e Jehovah your God Wrth all your heart and
sho Ir trn ‘efat er as etérn rea gour squl and all your vital force. And
to otot ep f course one nda mor the words that | amcommanding you to-
g the son reacted expl Osively. “Is' mother ay must prove to be on your heart; and

f (oarent In this home? Pe sPouteg yu mu?t Inculcate them {n your son and
Mom ecices evergt rnglrnthe amily. Da Reak of them when You sit in your house
you never . amented. d when you walk on the road and when you

o&ew gsmadethefatherthrnk Final- Ire down and when you get up.” (Deuterdno-
ly he decided that, as a start, he should eat — my 6:4-7) Yes, thosé of Us who are parents
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As you work together
with your chilg, dyou can
communrcate and provide

valuable training

need to take he |n|t|at|ve in spendrng time
with our amrxr We are fo mcuc te"God’s

words In the c |Idren s minds an eats.
Interestmg [r;]evrous mentioned
/ SUrvey 0 more ) American
ia o escents rev aled that among the near-
the population who reported

avm arelrr%on the erceived |mportance
of religion a ra¥er as protective.” True
Chrisfians rﬁa ize that ro er relrgrousr
struction at omeprote ts youths tfom suc
things as. éubst nce abuse, e othonal dis-
tress, suicide, violence, and 'so fort
Some %rents feel that it s hard to_ find
time for't err amry V\}) ?ra ?t IS 5Q
of single mothers, v(yo ould aals
time with their children but wio must
secularly. How can the squeeze out re
crous time {0 lfe with t eré l< ‘Safe-
uard ractrca Lmsd m an th|n gabrh
ur es the Bible. (Proverbs 3: arents
am thrnkrng ab lity” to ma etrme or
ily. H

}/ou are a workrng mother who feels ex-
haus d after a day’s'work, how abo ta%

our children to prepare a me
Such trmes nt together vvou
|e0|t}_o 1runrty to eco eC|OSﬁ[t(§)0ne an
other. At first, nvovrn% 3/ renw
fa emore time. Soon, ug Xou will
It enjoyable and even time Savi

You'may be afather ith %full list of
thrngs to do on weekends. not care

or Some of these chores wrth our chil-
dren? You can communicate with them as
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you work torI;ether and at the same time
Ive them vafuable training. The Bible’s ad-
onrtron to inculcate Go swords In %our
o fS rm% encourages ﬁou to speak to them
trn |n>{ our house, walking onthe
roa —indeed, at every opportunrty It IS
a display of “practical wisdom” to commu-
Sle(tﬁteer With your children as you work to-
Sp endrn% time with your family par(
long-term dividends. “With those consu t-
Ing to%ether there | |s wrsdom says a Bible
proverd. (Proverbs 13:10) By takirig time to
communicate with your famrly you will be
in a good position {0 grvet em Wrse drrec-
tion in the struggles feveera)i life, Such
d|rect|on given now can savé alot of time
nd heartache in the future, Furthermore, it
ean eontrrbute 0 your happiness and thelrs.
T0 give such_direction, you need tg taﬁ the
rich reservoir of wisdom that is found in
God’s Word, the Bible. Use it to teach your
children and {0 %urde the steps of your fam-
ily—Psalm 1



A Historic Visit
I\/Iakes an Island Rejoice

refreshment. The close of 1998 brought a long-awaited blessmg for Jehovah’s Witnesses I|V|ng in this

West Indian country. For the first time in more than 30 years, members of the Governing Body of

Jehovah’s Witnesses paid a visit, and they were accompanied by 15 other delegates. The visitors were
citizens of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Great Britain, Italy, New Zealand, and Puerto Rico.

IS was a historic event for Dlstrlct Conventt ns held in Cuba. The

the 82,258 Kin dom ublish- were aam) to be able to meet with travelin

ers t ere and i90 who el ers become better acquainted wit
om them. to cee rate the  Cuban_ public officials.

I%vemng Meal in the  “T swasattéeocratlehlghl Gght of a life-
snn ttme ['me an myWAe sald” Joh nBarr
Fr mDecember1t071998 OP far brothers an S|sters In Cuaare

Lloyd Barry, John Barr, and lh zeal for rutB ca eavcyay -
Gerrit Losch visited the Bethel |n that our yvor wide brother stru-
Home In Havana and attended rtt precious!” “This momentous week h
some of the “God’s Way of Life” e to have a better understanding of the
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situation of our brothers there,”
adr[t)ed Lloy tﬁ arr){f h

uring the past five years, Jeho-
van’s W?tnessgs have b>een granted
greater freedom of worship 1n Cuba,
nd comments by Cuban authorities
lead ong to believe that they wish this trend
to continue.

In September 1994, a printin operatron
was established in the Bethel Home in Ha-
vana. Once a?arn Jehovah’s Witnesses were
able to meet openly and to witness from
house to house Later In 1998, the authori-
ties rltermrtte this vrsrtrﬂ‘an Internation-
aId egation of 18 J%hova 'S Witngsses, In-
CB (l)t g three members of the Governing

V.

Happy Reunion

When the delegdtion arrived at the Jose
Marti airport in Havang, they were hos rta
bly received by a contrnqent of public o
ficials and a grouu from the Bethel Home
mon? them apro her who rememb red the
ast vIsit to Cuba of a overnrn? o] ey merR
er—Milton Henschel—in 1961. The bro
er was then 12 years old; he 1s now a travel-
INQ OVerseer,

hen the delegates arrived at the Bethel

Home, th eg were qreeted with bououets of
e

%dr l1ses, roses, nJabmrne and ¥ oW an

aIsles, grow 1ya brother especial-
ly for this occasron ears flowed freely as
8
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Many families attended the
special "God's Way of Life"
District Conventions in Cuba

The Bethel Home in Havana was
reopened in 094

the Bethel family welcomed the del-
egates. Later, they shared a meal of
Culban roasted pork, rice and beans, sal-

ad, yucca with mou (a sauce made of garlic
and olive orlg and resh fruit. After the'meal
each member of the Governing Bo 0ygave an
upbuilding tak on the treasure of Bethel
servrce Brother Losch’s comments were par-
ticu] ary movi 1g as he sPoke to the broth-
ersin S anrs he Bethel family is made up
of 48 reﬁu ar volunteer workersand 18 tem-

porarK Rers

Alt ou? books and Bibles are printed
in Italy for the brothers in Cuba, black-
and- hrte editions of the Watchtower and
Awake! maoazrnes are produced in the
country itself, on two mimeograph ma-
chings,” Long hours and repetitive manual

work in cramped quarters are required to

Governing Body members
sign gift Bibles for public
officials



r%roduce all the magazrnes that are needed
he vo Hteerﬁ va etherrtreasure 0 58-
vice to Jenovah in a very special way.—2 Co-
rinthians 4:7.

Convention Highlights.

The 18 member delega don divided into
three ss as to attend district conven-
trons att ree ocatrons—H vana, Ca-
mar and Holquin, On each of the three

lare ro of brothers and sisters,
ers anq ploneers werern-
vrte to atten at each location. The local
Wrtnesses had been told that thrs would be
% Pecra occas rh but th ery did not kno
that members of the Gqver nd Bod woul
atte ance. Ima grnet el surprise to
e?these ear brothers and their wives step
off the rented buses on Friday morning|!

The conventions were held’in open- ahr La
cilities constructed by the brothe swrt
Eermrssronofthe aut or(Jtres Atthe Havana
onvention site engrave on one of the”en ry
stones sth citation “Psalm 133:1.” This
remrn ed th e ot ers of the wor sfoundrn

# oo and Reas
ant |t |s or rot ers to ell to etherr uni-
% my during the conventjon, th%

as and Rleasa t Christian fellowship

'ntht e emarked on he excellent d
e visitors remarked on the excellent de-

Irvery of the ta?ks and tﬂe Interviews, and

hey were |mﬁ)resse 5 J)resent tjon 0
the'drama, which was based on the Bidle sto-

ry of Danjel chapter 3, set In ﬁncrent Bab-

on Asrster cdmmented: “All the actors
ere sup er and the voice synchronrzatron
vy]as sow%I do(h%that ou wer unaw%et )
P f [eae e evi
Ba yonran ooked re dIy evil and éhe three
Hebrews were firm and etermine
resenta ves%tth Office of Religious
farsand other |craso the govern (qt
w oca e to see the ﬁonventron commen
? others on thelr organization ah
ine con uct. Brother Barry“expressed ni

sincer %ratrtudeforthe xcellent freatment
extenaed tq the vrsrtrng elegates bythe Cu-
ban authorities. With Standing ovatjons, of-
ten lasting several minutes. the brothers ex-
gressed thieir appreciation for the talks and
Iso for the authorities’ permitting the con
ventions, “This Is mare than we ex%ect,ed—a
small-scale mternatronal convention!™ said
one Christian family. “It has been wonderful
for it has nrﬁ;rven evidence of Jehovah's great
power to nfake his promises come true.

The conventions also provrded an opﬁrortu
nity for others to get to know the Witnesses
better. One of the bus drivers attended the
convention on Saturday and agarn on unday
He said that he had heard ma thrn s about
Jehovah's Witnesses, but he ow new that
they are good, peaceful people.

“Thrngs We Shall Never Forget”
The people of Cuba impressed the dele-
ates with their warmth and friendlipess.
ubansarerndustrrous principled, and kind.
ore than. once total strangers otfered to
e1pus "said one delegate.
Ay Ll
t (iow V\/rtnegges in Cuba In sprPe Mg,
mendous obstacle? th esy have made Jeho-
vah their stronghold. (Psalm 91:2) John Barr
said: “So many things Pleasantly surprised
me on this, my first Visit to Cuba—the beau-
ty of the courtry, the pleasant temperament
of the people | met, and above all, the sheer
exu eranceo t he Cuban Witnesses. Never in
n}y Ife avgl heard suc heartfetsrngrng
ofour Kingdo

ng M songs and such pro on%e ap-
Rlause when spirityal matters oyche thelr
never for-

earts These are thrnﬁs we shal
get. We shall always cherish them.”

Psalm 97:1 h “Let the many islands
re,orce Truly Jehqvah’s Witnesses on th
sfand of Cuba

eyorce over thelr mcrease
freedom to worship God and over the histor-
I visit of this mternatronal delegation.

The watchtower— May 15,1999 9



H

‘As

:
RS G I A"

or thetrue God, perfect is his way; the saying ofJehovah

is a refined one.”—2 SAMUEL 22:31.

A LL humans have a fundamental need

ZA for guidance. Indeed, we need help

. JLin making our way through life.
True, Jehovah has endowed us with™a mea-
sure of intelligence and a conscience to help
us to_ discer right from wrong, But, our
conscience needs to be trained”if it is to
be,a reliable guide. (Hebrews 5:14) And our
mind needs correct Information—as well as
trammg to evaluate that information—if
we are To make good decisions. (Proverbs 2
1-5) Even then, because of life’s uncertain-
ties, our decisions may fail to turn out as de-
sired. (Ecclesiastes :11& In ourselves, we
have no reliable way to know what the fu-
ture holds.

2 For these and many other reasons, the

know, 0 Je-

ﬁrophetJeremlah wrote: “1 well |
that to earthling man his way does

ovah
not belong. It does not be_lon? to manwho is
Walklng éven to direct his step.” (Jeremiah
10:23) Jesus Christ, the greatest man who
ever [ived, accepted direction. He said: “The
Son cannot do a single thm% of his own ini-
tiative, but only what he beholds the Father
doing. For whatever things that One dos,
these things the Son alsodogs in like man-
ner.” (John 5:19) How wise, then, to imitate
Jesus and look to Jehovah for help in direct-
Ing our steps! King David sang: “As for the

12 Qa) Fo 7W£B§1t d?] all human? have %fund -

meptal need’ Whose example would we do
well to Imitate

10 THE WATCHTOWER- MAY 15,1999

trye God, perfet is his w%/;
Jehovah 1s a refined one. A shield fie IS to
all those taking refuge in him.” (2 Samuel
22:31) 1f we segk to walk in Jehovah’s War
rather than follow our own wisdom, we will
have perfect guidance. Rejecting God’s way
leads to calamity.

Jehovah Shows the Way

3Consider the case of Adam and Eve. Sin-
less though they were, they needed direc-
tion. Jenovah did not leavé Adam_to plan
everything for himself in the beautiful gar-
den of Eden. Instead, God gave him work to
do. First, Adam had to name the_animals.
Then, Jehovah gave Adam and Eve Iong-
term goals, They were to subdue the earth,
fill it"with thelr offspring, and care for
earth’s animals. (Genesis 1:28) This would
be a huge task, but the end result would be a
worldwide paradise filled with a perfect hu-
man race |IVIn§i In harmony with the animal
creation. What a wonderful prospect! Fur-
ther, while Adam and Eve were faithfully

walking In Jehovah’s way, they would have
InJ aﬁ].y rXp

the saying of

h
communicationwith him (Compare Genesis
3:8.) What a marvelous, privilege—to have
eér}e%rt]gﬁmg, personal relationship with the
4Jehovah forbade the first human pair to

3 H%w did Jehovah %uide Adam and Eve, offer-

Ing them what prospects?
J id A(}QP“ a a lack of tryst

4, How ve befra
an(i-I loyalty, and with what glsa%rous results?



eat of the tree of the knowledﬁ;_e of good and
badthat was in Eden, and this gdve them
an immediate opPor_tumty_ to demonstrate
their obedience—their degire to walk in Je-
hovah’s way. (Genesis 2:17) Soon, thou?h,
that obedience was tested. When Safan
came with his deceptive words, Adam and
Eve needed to show loyalty to Jehovah and
to have frust in His promises if they were
to remain obedient, Unhagpny, they “lacked
|oyalty and trust. When Satdn offéred Eve
independence and falsely accused Jehovah
of lying, she was deceived and disobeyed
God; Adam followed her into sin. (Géne-
sis 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:14) Their resulting
loss was immense.” Walking in Jehovahs
way would have given them Bver-increasing
joy as they progressively accomplished his
Will. Instead, thir lives were filled with dis-
appointment and pain unti| death overtook
them.—Genesis 3:16-19; 5:1-5,

.5Nevertheless, Jehovah did not ch,an%e
his purpose that some day the earth will be
a paradise home for perfeCt, sinless humans.
(Psalm 37:11, 29) And he has never failed to
ﬁlve perfect guidance to those who walk in

is way and hope to see the fulfillment of
that promise. For those of us with ears to
hear, Jehovah’s voice is behind us, saying;
“This, is the way. Walk in it, you people.”
—Isaiah 30:21.

Some Walked in Jehovah’s Way
6According to the Bible record, only ami-
nority of the offspring of Adam and Eve
walked in Jehovah's way. Abel was the first
of these. Although he sUffered a premature
death, he died 10 Jehovah’s favor and thus
has the sure prospect of sharing in the “res-

E:?VM&% e EA0VED S O] fenge. purpose, 1
fillment? ]

6. What tonw ?]fe rly times walked in Jeho-
vah’s way, and with what results?

urrection of . . . the righteous” in God’s
due time, (Acts 24:15?1 He will see the even-
tual fulfillment of Jehovah's Iglreat purpose
for the earth and mankind. (Hebrews 11:4)
Another who walked in Jehovah's way was
Enoch, whose proPh_ecy about the findl end
of this system of things is preserved in the
book of Jude. (Jude 14 15) Enoch too fajled
to live out his potent|a| life span. gGenesm :
21-24) Still, “he had the witness that he had
Pleased God well.” (Hebrews 11:5) When he
eft the earthly scene, he, like Abel, had the
certain prospéct of a resurrection, and he
will be among those who will see Jehovah’s
purposes fulfilled. _
TAs the pre-Flood world sank deeper into
wickedness, obedience to Jehovah hecame
more and more a test of loyalty. Toward
the end of that world, only one small rouR
was found Walkl_n? in Jefiovah's Wa)(. 0a
and his family_listened to God and trusted
what he said. They faithfully accomplished
the tasks set before them and refused to be
sucked into the evil practices of the world of
those days. (Genesis 6:5-7, 13-16; Hebrews
11.7; 2 Peter 2:5) We can be grateful for
their loyal and trusting obedience. Because
of it, thiey survived the Flood and hecame
our ancestors.—Genesis 6:22; 1 Peter 3:20.
81n time, Jehovah made a covenant with
the descendants of faithful Jacob, and the
became his special nation. %Exodus 195, @i
Jehovah supplied direction for his covenan
people through awritten Law, a priesthood,
and onﬁomg prQPhetm fgmdance. But it was
up to the Israelites to follow that direction.
Jehovah had his prophet tell the Israelites:
“See, | am Puttmg before you, today bless-
ing and malediction: the blessing, provided

A, ol st gty

8. For the nation of Israel, what was involved in
Warklng in éog’s way?
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you will obey the commandments of Jeho-
vah your Gad that | am commandrnq you
toda and the malediction, if you will not
o e t e commandments of Jehovah your
you do turn asrde from the way
about WhICh | am command mgnyou today,
as to walk after other gods wnom you a
not known."—Deuteronomy 11:26-28.

Why Some Abandoned Jehovah's Way.

9° As with Adam and Eve the Israelrtes iah 7:10-1

needed to trust in Jehovah and be loy: a
him if they were to remain obedrent sra
el was a small nation surrounded by con-
tentious neighbors. To the southwest were
gypt and Ethiopia. To the northeast were
Syria and Assyria. In the immediate vicini-
XwerePhrlrs 13, Ammon Moah, and Edom,
t one time_or another, all of these proved

to be enemies of Israel. Moreover, all of

them practiced false religion, characterized
by worship of idol gods; astrology, and In
some Cases gross sexuaI rites and the cru-
el sacrifice Of children, Israels neighbors
looked to their gods to provide large fami-
lies, fertile harvests an rctoryrnwarfare
“Israel alone. worshiped oné God, Jeho-
He promised them the blessings
of large families, rich harvests, and secu-
rrty against their enemies if they Would
oe hrs laws, (Deuteronomy
fnor Y, many n srae failed to do thrs
hose who did walk in Jehovah's way,
many suffered for their loyalty. Some were
even tortured mocked, scourged Impris-
oned stone and killed by fellow lsraelites.
1, 52: Hebrews "11:35-38) What a
test that must have been for the faithful!
Why, th ou7q did so many stray from Jeho-
vah S way? TWo examgles fron Israel’s his-
tory help us to see their wrong thinking.

9, 10. Because of what srtugtron did the Israel-

ﬁes neeh o)trust In Jehovah and cultivate loy-

12 THE WATCHTOWER- MAY 15,1999

Ahaz’ Bad Example

Ahaz reigned over the southern krn
dom of Judali in the eighth century B.
His reign was not peaceful. On ofe occa-
sion, Syria and the northern kingdom of Is-
rael united i war against himj, and “his
heart and the heart of his people began to
quiver,” (Isaiah 7:1, 2) However, whenJeho-
vah offered support and nvited Ahaz to Put
him_to the test, Ahaz flatly refused! (Isa
2) As a result, Judah lost the war
%gdlsérffered many casualties.—2 Chronicles

DPWhile Ahaz refused to put Jehovah to
the test, he was not above askrng help from
the king of Assyrra Still, Judah contin-
ued to Suffer at the hands of fts neighbors.
When Assyria too turned a arnst Ahaz and

“caused him distress,” the Ing b?an to
sacrifice to the gods of Damascus that were
striking him, and he went on to say: Be-
cause thie gods of the krnPs of Syriaare help-
ing them 0 them | shall sacrifice, that they
ma% help me.”—2 Chronicles 28:20. 23
At 3 later time, Jehovah would sy 10
Israel; “1, Jehovah, am your God, the
teaching you to oenefrt yourself, the One
causing you to tread in thé way inwhich you
should"walk. 0 if only you Would actuaIIy
pay attention to my commandments! Then
your peace would become just like a riv-
er, and your righteousness’ like the waves
of the sea.” 1(Isarah 4817, 18) In turning
{0 the gods of Syria, Ahaz showed_how far
b

he Was from ‘treading in the way in whrch

he should walk." He was completely mrsle

Iythe thinking of the natjons, ookrn

eeror r;alse sources of security instead 0
hovah

1 ) When th atene by Syria, what d]
‘p rts{a to do? {5 (hytutlo sourcesgg
az 00K Tor securi

godsWhat did Ahaz Show by turning to Syria’s



14The ds of the nattons including those
Syria, had lon been shown to he *value-
ess ods" (Isaia 28} Earlier, during the
reign of King David, Jehovah’s superiority
over Syria’s gods was clearly seen when the
SYrtans became David’s servants. (1 Chron-
icles 185, 6) Jehovah alone, “the God of
gods and the Lord of lords, the God great
mighty and fear- msptrmg1 Fean gtverea se
curtty %Deuteronom 10 7%A az to%g
turnéd his back on Jehovah and looked to
the gods of the nations for secuntg The re-
sult™was disastrous for Judah.—2 Chroni-
cles 28:24, 25

The Jews With Jeremiah in Eg )(

bBecause of the extreme disloyalty of
his people, in 607 B.C.E., Jehovah “allowed
the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem and

14, Wh ? Ahaz have no excuse when he

turne %;:l
at wa d the Jews in Egypt in Jere-
mla s ay sin?

Ahaz looked to Syria's gods
rather than to Jehovah

its temple. Most of the nation
were exiled to Babylon. Some,
though, were left behind,
amon them the prophet Jer-
emlah When Governor Ged
aliah was assassmate th |s

yun B g

25:22- 26 Jeremiah 435 )
There, they began sacrificing
to false deities. Jeremiah re-
monstrated with t e unfaith-
ful Jews, but they were stub-
born. They refused 1o turn to
Jehovah and insisted that they
Woitld kﬁep 0 maktn% sacrifi-
clal smoke to the “queen of the
heavens.’ Wh}/ BeCause this Is
what they and their foretathers had done
‘in the cities of Judah and in the streets
of Jerusalem, When they used to be satis-
fied with bread and to e well off, and the
did not see any calamity at all”’ (Jergmla
416, 17) The Jews also contended: “From
the time that we ceased to make sacrificial
smoke fo the ‘gueen of the heavens’and pour
out drink otfermgs to her we have lacked
everything, and Dy the sword and by the
famine we have come to our finish."—Jere-
miah 44:18,

% Howselective the memory can be! What
were the facts? The Jews had indeed sacri-
ficed to false gods in the land Jehovah had

lven them. Sometimes, as in he time of

haz, they suffered because of that apos-
tasy, "However, Jehovah was “slow to"an-
ger with his covenant People (Exodus

4:6; Psalm 86:15) He sent his prophets to

6. Why were the Jews in Egypt utterly wron
|ln th\é\tlr yreztsonlng WP Y ?
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u_rge them fo repent. At times, when the
king was faithful, Jehoyah blessed him, and
the “people benefited from that ble_ssmq,
even though most of them were unfaithful.
2 Chronicles 20:29-33; 27:1-6) How wrong
those Jews m_Egy(Pt were to claim that any
Rrospenty enjo¥e .back in their homeland
ad come from their false gods!

17Before 607 B.C.E., Jehovah had urged
the people of Judah: “Obey my voice, and |
will become your God, and you yourselves
will become Y people; and you must walk
in all the way that I shall command you, in
order that it may go well with )(ou.’ (Jere-
miah 7:23) The Jews lost their temple and
their land Premsely because they refused to
walk ‘in all the way that Jehovah had com-
manded them.” Let us be sure to avoid that
fatal error.

ovah Blesses. Those
Wplo_ \E}\Vaﬁ? I ?‘?IS ay

BToday, as in the E)ast, walkinig in Jeho-
vah's way demands oyalty—a etermina-
tion to serve him alone, |t demands trust
—complete faith that Jehovah’s promises
are reliable and will come tryeg. Walka In
Jehovah’s way demanqs obedience—follg
Ing his laws without deviation and keeping
nis high standards. “Jehovan is righteous;
he doés love righteous acts."—Psalm 11.7.

9Ahaz looked to the gods_of Syria for se-
curity. The Israelites down in Egypt hoped
that"the “queen of the heavens,” l(\J/IQd-
dess widely worshiped in the ancient Mid-
dle East, would bring thgm material _?ros-
E)(?rlty. Today, many” gods are not |j e_rﬁl

ols: Jesus Warned against serving “Rich-
es” rather than Jehovah. (Matthew 6:24)
The apostle Paul spoke of “covetousness,

17. Why did Judaﬂ lose i%s land and temﬁle?
vlv%'y t must those who walk in Jehovah’s

vlv .a\tlvhisclﬁwlt%%ds do many worship today, and with
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which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5) He also
SBOke_ of those Whose “god is their belly,”
(Philippians 3:19) Yes, money and materi-
al things are among the main gods wor-
shiped “today. . In real|t¥, most—including
many with rellgl_ous_afﬂ lations—"rest thelr
hopé on uncerfain riches.” (1 Timothy 6:17)
Many work very hard serving thesé gods
and some reap rewards—living in the best
homes, enjoying expensive things, and eaj-
Ing sumptuous meals. Not all enjoy such af-
fluence, however. And even thosg who do
eventually find these things unsatisfying in
themselves. They are uncertain, temporary,
and do not satisfy spiritual needs.—Mat-
thew 5:3, _ _

A True, we have to be practical as we Jive
through the last days of this system of
things. We need to take reasonablé steps to

rovide for our families in a material way.

ut if we place greater value ona high stan-
dard of living, the pursuit of money, or sim-
ilar things than on serving God,” we have
fallen into a kind of idolatry and are no lon-
8er walkln? in Jehovah's way. (L Timothy 6:

, 2 What, though, when we meet up with
health, financial, Or other problems? Let us
not be like those Jews in Egypt who blamed
their problems on serving ‘God. Rather, let

20. What balance do we need to maintain?

Do You Recall?

O What qualities are vital if we are to
walk in Jehovah's way?

O Why was the thinking of Ahaz
false?

O What was wrong with the reasoning
of the Jews in Egypt?

O How can we strengthen our determi-
nation to walk in Jehovah's way?



F g t Jehovah t? the test, which Ahaz  victories over neighboring nations that lat-
ailed to do. Loyall turn to Jehovah od er harassed Ahaz. Under Solomon, Israel
for gurdance TrustfH ayarm/ 9ur an e was blessed with the peace and prosperit
ra?/forstren th dnd Wisdom to handle  that the Jews in Egypt longed for later on.
ever tuation, Then, confidently wait for ~ To Ahaz’ son Hezekiah, Jefiovah even 5agave
Jehovan’s blessing. victory over mighty Assyria. (Isaiah
% (?verthe c(?urse of I raeIsErsdrorR/ Jeho- Yes, Jehovah’s hang was nots ort towar
Va rrch blesse thOSEW 0 wal hIS his loyal ones, who did not stand “in the way
David sang OJehova ofsrnners but whose delight was In the law
|n (iU”I Srteo SNES Kreasono mn* 093 of God. (Psalm 1:1, 2) The'same is still true.
(PSalm 53) To him, Jeovah gave military  How, though, can we today be sure that e
fat b blegsrngs come 1o those who walk in 1€ Walking in Jehovah’s way? This will be

§ehova discussed in the next article.

Keep on walking in
JEHOVAH'S way

“Hope inJehovah and keep his way, and he will exaltyou to take
possession ofthe earth. "— psALM 37:34,

whic Ishoudwak fortoyoul way and the truth and the fife” (John 3.1
have lifted u r]re)hsou sa%m 14°6; Hebrews 592 It means, to? fulfilli W
1438 Chrrstransto a% noléheartedly echo “the law of the Christ,” which mcudesso
th ose Wor s of avid. hcere love tg one anot er especial Zy to Jesus’
n opease eo ah an Wa |n IS aX an inted brothers. ? fidns 02, Matthew
What dogs t 1|nv0\re7 For avig, it meant  25:34-40) Those wh Wakrn ehova swe&r

]\ \}TA E nown 0 m the ng/ in ransom sacrifice, ackn Wled?mghrm as “the

heepHGo 'S Jaw. [t inyalve trustn In Je- Iovehrsprrncr les and commands, (
ova athert an in a Irances Wit he na— 97; Proverh 56The treasure e|r
tions. Yes, and it meant | oe/or%servrnﬁ Jeno- cious privi ege of partic patrn |nt rrs

hrlst?er}sevgalisrr?g Pn%%hovah%r?v%o |ne\?0||\:/g£ “ar}/jwlglsliat%g Cgros%r?tng4t%e” |H %R(},mang

more. ]h eg e&) strrct Watcht at how
g Foronethrnsg wlkh?m Jehovah's way they Walk is not as unwise but as wise per-
today means exercising faitn in Jesus Christ’s ~ sons, SE phesjans 5:15) They certainly do not
sacrifice spiritual riches f rtempor ry ma-

2, Wha did walking,In Jenovafi's way Ivalve tarja| agvantages orrlfrcrt fleshly pleasures.
%dr vk bl Vit e i f U %Matthew619920 1John 2:15-17) Fl)\/loreover
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lo aItZy to Jehovah and trust in him are vi-
tal, (2 Corinthians 1.9; 10:5; Ephesians, 4:24)
Why? Because our situation Is quite similar to
thaf of ancient Isragl.

The Need for Trust and Loyalty

3lsrael was a small nation surrofindéd by
unfriendly neighbors who engaged in licen-
tious ceremonies In the worship“of idol gos.
(1 Chronicles 16:26) Only Isragl served the
one true and invisible God, Jehovah, and
he required that they maintain high moral
standards. ?Deute,ro_nomy 6:4) Similarly to-
day, only a few million humans worship Je-
hovah, and ther live in a world of almost
six billion people whose standards and reli-
?mus outlook are very different from theirs,
f we are among those few million, we must
be on guard against being influenced in a
wrong way. How? Loyalty™to Jehovah God
faith in him, and a firm trust that he will
fulfill his Eromlses will heIP., (Hebrews 11:6)
This will keep us from putting our trust In
the things the world hopes in.—Proverhs 20:
22; 1 Timothy 6:17. ,

4The apostle Pau] showed how different
Christians must be from the world when he
wrote: “This, therefore, | say and bear wit-
ness to in the Lord, that you'no Iongier_go on
walking just as the nations also walk in the
unprofitableness of their minds, while the[%
are In darkness mentally, and alienated fro
the life that belongs to' God, because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the in-
sensibility of their hearts.” (Eﬁ)hesmns 417,
18) Jesusis “the true light.” (John 1:9) Any
who reject him or who"claim to beligve. if
him bt do not obey “the law of the Christ
are “in darkness mientally.” Far from walk-
Ing in Jehovah’s Waly, they are “alienated
from the life that befongs to God.” However

3. Why will loyalty, faith, and trust help to k
us Wemqu\llé ino%%%_va%l’s Wg(?g rusLiep foKeep
4. Why are the nations “in darkness mentally™?
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wise they may think they are in a worldly
Way, they have ‘|qnorance in themas to the
only knowledge that leads to life, that of
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ.—John 17:3;
1 Corinthiang 3:19. o
5Yet, the light of truth is shining in the
world! (Psalm43:3; Philippians 2:15) “True
wisdom itself keeps cr)ém aloud”in the
very street.” (Proverbs 1:20) Last year Jeho-
vali's Witnesses spent more than a hillion
hours telling their n_elghbors about Jehovah
God and Jesus Christ, Hundreds of thou-
sands responded. Should we, though, be sur-
rised that man¥ others failed to' respond?
0. Paul spoke of “the insensibility of their
hearts.” Some have unresponsive hearts be-
cause of selfishness or love of money. Oth-
ers are influenced by false_religion“or the
secular outlook that 15 so widespread today.
Hard life experiences have led many to turn
their backs on God. Others refuse”to meet
Jehovah’s high moral standards, (John 3:20)
Could the heart of one walking in Jehovah’s
way become insensitive in suc resFects?
This did happen to ancient Israel, as Paul
showed. He wrote: “These things became our
examples, for us not to be persons desiring
Injurious things, even as they desired them.
Neither become idolaters, a$ some of them
did; just as it is written: ‘The peo?Ie sat
down to eat and drink, and they got up.to
have a good time.” Neither let Us” practice
fornication, as some of them committed for-
nication, only to fall, twenty-three thousand
of them In one day.”—1 Corinthians 10:6-8.
TPaul refers first to the occasion when Is-
rael worshiped a golden calf at the foot of
Mount Sinal, (Exodlus 32:5,6) This was in di-
rect disobedience to a divind command they

b, AflthOH h the Ii%ht of truth is shining in the
W0r7dTVr\1/ %%rethma y hearts un,respon? Je?h

. Though they were worshipers of Jehoya
%od, on Wﬂat ocga\s/\llons d|OJ th Israelites ¥an
away, and why?



ust a few weeks earlier.
Then, Paul refers to
down to Baal

had a reed to obe

{ etrme W en srae bowed
hters of Moab {
Calf wors |p Was ¢ aracterrzed
having a oo trme
worshr Was accompanre
al |mmora||ty (Revelation 2:
Israelites commit these sins? Because they
allowed their hearts to become ‘desirous of
Injurious things—whether the idolatry or
the licentious practices that accompanied it.
8Paul indicated that we should learn from
these events, Learn what? It is unthink-
able that a Christian would bow down to a
golden calf or an ancient Moabite_god. But
what about |mmoralrty or unrestrained self-
Indulgence? These, are common today, and
if We allow a desire for them to giow in
our earts t ey erI come between us and
be the same as if
We had commrtted |doIatry—aI|enat|on from
e Co ossians 3:5; Philippians 3;
Paul concludes his discussion of
fellow believers:
ry”—l orinthians 10:14.

Help in Walking in God’s Way
OIf we are determined to kee
We are not le
d: “Your own ears will
ying: ‘This is the

in case you
ht or In Case
0 the left. (Isarah 30:21)

*Referrrn to the Greek word her
oo trme one e

8rrectly (agw Igne

8 What can we Iearn from Israel’s experrences7
do we recerve to ke

%ehrhd What 150

wrth the dau

he résult will

t ose events b
“Flee from ido

in Jehovahs Way,
hear a word. behrnd you say |n

people should g
you' should go

to provo ethe most |cent|0us pas-

we hear the word

How do ‘our own ears” hear that ‘word be-
hind us™? Well, no one toda;r hears a lieral
voice or receives a persond message from
God. The “word” that s heard comés to all
hf G oot U el Sorores
the Brbfe whic contarnspthe thoughts of

God and_a record of is dealings with hu-
mans. Since we are darI){ exposed to pro-
Paganda from sources “alienated from the
If¢ that belongs to Gog,” for ood sprrrtual
health, we need to read the [td me(-
itate on 1t reqularly. This w h P us to
0 A ey G

ul Vi
Bv ‘ ap yq F%pTrmoth 3 6g
IterIsrenIgthen Us, fortrfY us, an 9
10 make QU ey Successt "(Joshua I

Hence, Jehovah sWor urges Now, 0 sgns
Irsten 10 me; yes, h re the ones that
ee my very wa}/s Lrs en to discipline and
ecome wise, and do not show any neglect
—Proverps §:32
DThe word behrnd us’ also comes by
means of “the faithful and discreet slave,”
who supplies “food at the proper time,
(Matthew. 24:45- 47? One. way this food Is
supplied is.in printed Bible-based publica-
tions, and in recent years this foo suppIK
has een abundant. For example, throug
atchtower magazine, our understand-
o pro m as been refined, In this
rna w ave een encouraged to per-
severe in th gwor of reachrnghan drscr
Bemakrng esprtegrowrnd apatny, we have
een helped to avoid pitfalls, and we have
been urged to develop fine Christian quali-
ties, How we treasure such food at the prop-

I time!
1The faithful and discreet slave also.sup-
plies food through our regular meetings.
Eit (Jaat |§asecond way that we hear the ‘word
*

jﬁln a third way that we can hear the

wor nd us.
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An important resolution was adopted at
the "God's Way of Life" District and
International Conventions

These include local congregation meetings
semiannual meetings af a circuit level, and
[arger annual conventions. What faithful
Christian dogs not value such gatherings?
They are a vital help to s_upgort us in walk-
ing I Jehovah's way. Since many have t
spend a lot of time” at work or ‘in school
In company with those. who do nat share
their faith." reqular Christian association is
literally ljfesaving. Meetings give us a fine
oppartunity ‘to Mmcite one”ariother to love
and fine works,” (Hebrews 10:24) We love our
brothers, and we love associating with them.,
—Psalm 1331,

/) _Stren?thened by such spiritual food, al-fact that th

most Six mil

ave, and how did they recently express It?
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in Jehovah’s way, and millions of others are
studying the Bible to learn how to do so.
Are theY dlscoura?ed or weakened by the

they are Tew in number compared

lon people today are walking  with the billions of the earth’s population?
%2. What determination do Jehovah’s Witnesses

In ng Wa}/! They are determined to keep on
heeding the ‘word behind them,” loyally do-



ing Jehovah’s will. Asa public manifestation
of this determination, during the 1998/99
“God’s Way of Life” District and [nterna-
tional Conventions, the deleﬁates adopted a
resolution expressing their heartfelt stand.
Following is the text"of that resolution.

Resolution

B“We, as Jehovah’s Witnesses assembled
at the ‘God’s Way of Life’ Convention, whole-
heartedl,¥ agree that God’s way Is the best
way of ite, erecogmze, however, that the
majority of mankind today feel differently.
Human"society has experimented with ni-
merous concepts, philosophies, and religious
Ideas on what constitutes the best way of
life, An honest look at human history ‘and
world conditions today bears out the truth-
fulness of the divine pronouncement record-
ed at Jeremiah 10:23: ‘It does not helong to
man who is walking even to direct his step.’
_ 14‘_‘Ever?]/ day we see more evidence con-
firming the truthfulness of those words.
For the most part, human society disre-
gards God's way of life. People pursue what
Seems right in’their own eyes. The results
have been tragic—the breakdown of fami-
I% life, leaving children without guidance;
the wholesale pursuit of materialism, end-
ing in emptiness and frustration; the sense-
less crime and violence, claiming countless
victims; the ethnic strife_and wars, takln%
a ghastly toll in human Tives; the rampan
immorality, fueling an epidemic of sexually
transmitted diseases. These are but a few, of
the multifude of complex problems that in-
terfere with the pursuit of happiness, peace,

and security. _ _
5“In view of humanking’s sad p||?h'[ ang
the nearness of the ‘war of the greal day of

13, 14, What realistic view of the world situa-

tion do Jehovah’s Witnesses have?
15, 16, Re ardm% God’s.way of life, what deter-
mination was expressed in the resolution?

God Almighty,” called Armageddon (Revela-
tion 16:14,163/, we as Jehovah’s Witnesses re-
solve that: _ _
B“First: We view qurselves as belonging
to Jehovah God, having individually dedi-
cated ourselves o him uncondjtionafly, and
we shall maintain unshakable faith i Jeho-
vah’s provision of the ransom throygh his
Son, Jesus Christ. We are determined to
walk in God’s way of life, serving as his
Witnesses and submitting to his sovereignty
aCshexpt)ressed through the rulership of J&sus
rist,
7“Second: We will continue to adhere to
the h_|(_1h moral and spiritual standards of
the Bible. We are determineq to refrain from
walking as the nations walk in the unprof-
Itablengss of their minds. (Ephesians 4:17-
19?] It is our resolve to remain clean before
Jehovah and without spot from this world.
—James 127, _
B“Third: We will hold fast to qur Scrip-
tural position as aworlawide Christian broth-
erhood. We will maintain Christian neutral-
ity among the nations, not aIIome ourselves
to be caught up in racial, national, or ethnic
hatred or'divisiveness, .
B*ourth: We who are parents will incul-
cate God’s way in our children. We will st an
example in Christian living, which includes
regular Bible reading, family study, and a
whole-souled share in the Chiristiart congre-
gation and in the field ministry. _
D“Fifth: All of us will strive to culti-
vate the godly qualities that our Creator ex-
emplifies; and we wil| endeavor to imitate
his' personality and his WaYS, as Jesus did.,
(Ephesians 5:1% We are resolved to let all our

17, 18. What position will Jehovah’s Witn(fssgs
cor&tmue t?] maintajn a?] reﬁar s moral standards
an 2tBe C r\;\sltﬁarg brolt eéhoo t? € o)

. 20. (a) What wi ristian parents. do’
Eé} H ng\l Il all true Chnsngns,cont?nue to iden-
Ify themselves as Christ’s disciples?
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affairs take place with love, the_rebg identi-
11 Ing ourselves as Christ’s disciples.—John

A“Sixth: Without letup we will continue
preaching the good news of God’s Kingdom,
makmg Isciples, and we will instructthem
in God's way of life and encourage them
to receive further training at congregatlon
meetings.—Matthew 24:14: 28:19” 20: He-
brews 10:24, 25, _

- 2“Seventh: As individuals and as a reli-

lous orqan,lzauon, we, will continue to put

od’s will first in our lives. Using his Word,
the Bible, as our quide, we will ot deviate
to the right or to’the left, thus confirming
that God’s way is far superior to the ways
of the world. We are_determined to purse
God’s Wag of life—firmly and loyally, now
and forever! _

23“We make this resolution because we put
full confidence in Jehqvah’s loving promise
that he who does the will of God remains for-
ever. We make this resolution because we are
convinced that living by Scriptural principles
counsgl, and admorition makes for the best
way of life today and lays a fine foundation for

21-33. W atf WHl Jehovgh’s Witnessg;) continue
to do, and of what are they convinced

Do You Recall?

0O What is required for a Christian to
walk in Jehovah's way?

O Why do we need to cultivate trust in
Jehovah and loyalty to him?

O What help is available as we walk in
Jehovah's way?

0O Give some highlights of the resolu-
tion adopted at the "God's Way of
Life" Conventions.
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the future, sothat we may get a firm hold on
the real life. (1 Timothy 6:19; 2 Timothy 4:
7h, 8) Above all, we make this resolution be-
cause we love Jehovah God with our whole
heart, soul, mind, and strength!

2“Allin attendance at this conventionwho
favor the adoption of this resolution, please
say AYE!” _

HHundreds of arenas and stadiums around
the world reverberated as all in attendance
answered with a thunderous “AYE!" Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses have no doubt that they will
continue to walk in Jehovah’s way. They have
full trust in Jehovah and faith that he will ful-
fill his promises. Thexremam loyal to him, no
matter what occurs. And they are determined
to do his will.

“God Is for Us”

dlehovah’s Witnesses remember the
psalmist’s exhortation: “Hope in Jehovah
and keep his way, and he will exalt you to
take_possession of the earth.” (Psalm 37.
34) They do not forget Paul’s encourag-
ing words: “If God i, for us, who will e
against us? He who did not even spare his
own Son but delivered him up for us all
why will he not also with him kindly give us
all other things?” (Romans 8:31, 32) Yes, If
we keep walKing in Jehovah’s way, he will
furnish us_“all mgs rICh|K for our en{oy-
ment.” (1 Timothy 6:17) What better place
can there be than where we are—walking in
Jehovah’s way, alonﬁmde our dear brothers
End sisters, With Jehovah at our side, let us
e determined to stay there and to endure
to the end, fully contident that in his due
time, we will sée him fulfill every last one
of his promises.—Titus 1.2.

24, fS._What was the res?onse to the propose
resolution, aq what 1s_the defermination o
tZ%OS\?\l a0 }/gat eI ejxe OV?ﬂSthVi%%? of those who
walk in jehovah’s Wgw



“Bless Jehovah; O My Soul”

CCTN RECENT months my ministry has
| become dull and joyless,” says"Nan-

JLcy.* For some ten years, she has
served as a pioneer, a full‘time proclaim-
er of the good news. Yet, she aads; “l do
not like what is_happening to me. | seem
to present the Kingdom méssage more in a
matter-of-fact wa)/”and less from the heart.
What should | do’ _

. Consider, too, the case of Keith, an elder
in a congregation of Jehgvah’s Witnesses.
How surprised he was to hear his wife sar:
“You must have something onyour mind. In
the Prayer you just offered, ?]/ou gave thanks
for the foqd, even _thougih this s not meal-
time!” Keith admits: “1 can, see that my
prayers have become mechanical.”
ndoubtedly,. you do not want your ex-
pressions of praise to Jehovah God to be cold
and perfunctory. On the contrary, you want
them to be heartfelt, stemming from feel-
ings of gratitude. However, a feéling cannot
be"put On or taken off like a garment. It
must spring from within a person. How can
one feel grateful at heart? The 103rd Psalm
provides us with insight in this regard.

King David of ancient lsrael composed
the 103rd Psalm. He opens with the words:
“Bless Jehovah, 0 my soul, even everythin
within me, !]ls holy name.” (Psalm "103;
“The word bless, as applied o God,” says
one_ reference work, “means to prajse, im-
plying always a strong affection for him
as well as a sense of gratitude.” Desir-
Ing to praise Jenhovah with a heart full of
love and appreciation, David exhorts his

*Some of the names have been changed.

own soul—himself—to “bless Jehovah.” But
what %enerates this warm feeling in David’s
heart toward the God he worships? _
David continues: “Do not forget all his
[Jehovah's] doings.” (Psalm 10372) FeeImP
grate_ful t0 Jehavah is evidently” connecf-
d with meditating a?preclatlvel on “his
doings.” Exactly what doings of Jehovah
does David have in mind? Looking at Jeho-
vah God’s creafion, such as a star-studded
sky onaclear nlght, can indeed fill the heart
with gratitude for the Creator, The starr
heavens touched David deeply. (Psalm 8:3,4;
19:1) Inthe 103rd Psalm, though, David re-
members Jehovah's activity of another sort,

Jehoval “Is Forgiyin
_ RYFQ(ou_r r ry’ y

In this psalm, David recounts God’s acts
of loving-kindness. Referrm% to_the first
and forémost among these, he sings: Je-
hovah 1s forgiving all your error.”(Psalm
103:3). David” was_ certainly aware of his
own sinful state. After Nathan the prophet
confronted_him apout his adulterous rela-
tionship with Bath-sheba, David admitted:
“Against you [Jehovah], you alone, 1 have
sinned, and what is bad in your eyes | have
done.” (Psalm 51:4) With a brokenheart, he
made the entreaty: “Show me favor, 0 God,
accordmge to your Iovm]g-kmdness. Accord-
mgi to the abundance of your mercies wipe
out my transgressions. Thoroughly wash me
from my error, and cleanse me even from
my sin. gPsalm 51:1, 2) How grateful Da-
vid myst nave felt to be forgiven! Being an
imperfect human, he committed other Sins
in his life, but he never failed to repent,
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accept reproof, and correct his ways, Reflec-
tion on God's marvelous acts of kindness to-
ward him moved David to bless Jehovah.
Are we not also sinful? (Romans 5:12)
Eventhe apostle Paul lamented: “| really de-
light in the law of God according to the ' man
| am within, but 1 behold in my members an-
other law warring against_the law of my
mind. and leading’ mé captive to sin’s law
that is in my members. Miserable man that
| am! Who will rescue me from the hod
undergom? this death?” (Romans 7:22-24%
How grateful we can be that Jehovah does
not keep account of our transgressions! He
?Iadly erases them when we repent and seek
orgwe_ness. _ _ _
avid reminds himself; “LJehovah IS
heallnﬁ all your maladies.” (Psalm 103:3)
Since Realing 1s an act of restoration, it en-
tails more than forgiveness of wrongdoing.
It involves the remgval of “maladieS™—the
bad consequences of the error of our ways.
In, the new world of his making, Jehovah
will indeed eradicate the physical conse-
uences of sin, such as sickness and death.
Isaiah 25:8; Revelation 21:1-4) Even toda)i,
nowever, God is healing us of spiritual mal-
adjes. For some, these include. a bad con-
science and a severed relationship with him.
Do not forget what Jehovah has alread
done for each of us personally in this regard.

He “Is Reclaiming Your Life”
“[Jehovah_l is reclaiming your life from
the "very pit,” sings David.”(Psalm 103:4)
The very pit”is the common grave of man-
kind—Sheol, or Haces. Even hefore becom-
Ing a king over Israel, David found himself
In"the_jaws of death. For example, Israel’s
ng Saul nurtured a murderous hatred to-
warll David and attempted to kill him on
various occasions. (1 Samuel 18:9-29; 19:10);
23:6-291 The Philistines also wanted David
dead. (1 Samuel 21:10-15) But every time,
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Jehovah rescued him from “the very pit.”
How %rateful David must have felt when re-
membering these doings of Jehovah!
What about you? Has Jehovah sustained
you thro%;h periods of depression or times
of loss? Or have you come to know of, in-
stances when he’has reclaimed the lives
of his faithful Witnesses from the pit of
Sheal in our times? Perhaps you have heen
toyched by reading accouns of his acts of
deliverance in the “pages of this magazing.
Wh%not take time to"reflect appreciatively
on these doings of the true God? And, of
course, all of us have reason to be gratefulto
Jehovah for the resurrection hope.—John 5;
28, 29; Acts 24:15, _ _
Jehovah gives us both life and that which
makes_ it enjoyable and worth living. The
psalmist declares that God “is crowning you
with loving-kindness and mercies.” (Psalm
103:4) Inodr hour of need, Jehovah does not
abandon Us but comes to our aid through
his visible organization and the appointed
elders, or shegherds, in the co_ngreqatl_on.
Such help enables us to deal witfy a tryin
sityatjon. without _Iosmﬁ our self-respec
and dlgmty. Christian shepherds care very
much Tor ‘the sheep. They encourage the
sick and depressed and do all they can to
restore those who_ have fallen. (Isaiah 32
1, 2, 1 Peter 5:2, 3; Jude 22, 23) Jehovah's
Spirit motivates these shepherds to be com-
passionate and loving toward the flock. His
‘loving-kindness and mercies” are indeed
er a°crown t?at adoms Us éind gwes Us
gnity! Never for e_ttmq his doings, let us
blgss Jehovah and nis holy name. =
Continuing_on with his self-admonition,
the psalmist David sings: “[Jehovan] is sat-
isfying your lifetime with what | ?ood;
Your outh keeps renewmg itselt just like
hat of an eagle.” (Psalm 1 3:52_The life Je-
hovah ﬁwes IS one of satisfac

jon and j(_)}/.
Why, the very knowledge of the truthit-



David meditated on Jehovah's acts
of loving-kindness. Do you?

self is a treasure beyond compare
and a source of tremendous goyI
And_consider how deeRI satisty
Ing is the work Jehova Vén
us, that of preaching and ma ing
disciples. What a delight it 1s to
find ‘someone interested in learn-
Ing about the true God and to help
that ong come to know Jehovah and
bless him! Yet, whether anyone in
our locality listens or not,"it Is a
grand privi ege o have a share in a
work connected with the sanctifi-
cation of Jehovah’s name and the
vindication of his sovereignty.

While persisting in the work of
proclalmmg God’s Kingdom, who

dogs not become tlred oF grow wea-

W But Jehovah_keeps “renewing

the strength of his servants, mak-
ing them” ‘like ea%Ies that have
Rowerful wings and soar to qreat

eights in the sky. How grateful
we Can be that our loving Heavenly
Father provides such “dynamic energy” s
that we can faithfully cdrr out our mlms
try daY after day!—ISaiah 40

To illustrate: Clara holds a fuII t|me Sec-
ular job and_also spends_about 50 hours
every month in the field ministry. She says;
“Sometimes | am tired, and | force myself
to go out In the field service only because
| hdve made an arrangement to work with
someone But once | am out, I always feel in-
vigorated.” You too may have experienced
the w% or that results from divine support
inthe hrlstlanmlmstrru May you be moved
t0 say, as did David in t eopemng words of
this psalm: “Bless Jehovah, 0 my'soul, even
everything within me, his holy name.”

Jehovah Delivers His People.

The psalmist alsq sings: “Jehovah is ex-
ecufing acts of righteodsness and dudu:tal
decisions for all those bemg defrau d, H
made known his ways to M oses his ea mg]s
even to the_sons of 1srael.” (Psalm 1
Likely, DaV|d is thinking of the defraudm
of the Israe ites under 8ypt|an oppressors
|nt ﬁ Xa of Moses, Meditating on.how Je-

hovah made known his ways of deliverance
to Moses must have generated a feeling of
gratitude in David’s fieart.

\We can be moved to similar ratltude b
reflectmg on God’s deal mgswn th e |srael-
ites. But'we should not fail to ponder over
the experiences of Jehovah’s modern-day
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servants, such as those m t ned |r] W
ters 29 and 30 f the boo ova S

nesses— rocamerso 0d’s King dom
T e accounts documented In It and rn oth-

EFublreatrons of the Watch Tower Socreté
ble us to see how Jehovah has helpe
rs people in modern times to endure m-
Prrsonment moh action, bans, concentra-
lon camﬁs and- slave-labor camﬁs There
have been trials in war-torn lands, such
as Burundi, Liberia, Rwanda, and the for-
mer Yugoslavra Whenever persecution has
occurred, Jehovah's hand has always sus-
tained his faithful servants. Contemplatrn%
these dorngs of our great God. Jehovah, ca
o for us what ponderin over the account
ofdelrverancef om Egypt did for David,
Consider also how ten erly Jehovah deliv-
ers us from the burden of sifl. He has provid-
ed “the blood of the Christ”to “cleanse our
copsciences from deag works.” Hebrew? )
14) When we repent of our sins an seek for-
rveness on the basis of Christ’s shed blood,
0d puts our trans%ressrons far off from
us—"“as far off as the sunrise is from the
sunset”—and restores us to hjs favor. And

think of Jehovah’s proyisions in the way of

Christian meetings, upburldrn% associatfon,
shepherds In the” congregatior], and Bible-

ased publications we'Teceive through he
farthful and discreet slave.” (Matthew 2.
45) Do not all these dorn S of Jehovah elg
us stren%then our re atrons ip with him’
David proclaims: “Jehovah is merciful and
Pracrous slow to anger and abundant in
ovrnga mddtess e has not done tg s
even ‘accord ﬁto our srns nor accor rnq
to our errors has he brough |vf)on us wha
Wedeserve Psam 103:8-14) drtatrng on
Jehovans ovrn care can cerar Ymov s
to glorify him and magnify his holy name.

“Bless Jehovah, All You His Works”
In comparrsonwrth the |mmortalrdy ofJe
hovah, the “God of eternity,” the “days” of
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“mortal man” are brief indeed—"like those
of green grass.” But David appreciative-
ly reflects” “The loving-kindness of Jeho-
vah is from time indeTinite even to time
indefinite toward those fearing him, and
his rrohteousness to the sons of sons, to-
ward those keeping his covenant and to-
ward those remembering his orders so as to
carry them out.” (Genesis 2133, footnote;
Psalm 103;15-18) Jehovah does not forget
those who fear him, In due time, he will give
them everlasting life.—John 3:16; 17:3.

Expressing his appreciation for Jehovah's
kingship, David says: “Jehovah himself has
firmly established”his throne In the very
heavéns; and over everything his own King-
ship has held domination.””(Psalm 103:19)
Although Jehovah’s kingship was visibly ex
Presse for a time throtigh the kingdom of
srael, his throne is actually in heaven. B
reason of his Creatorship, “Jehovah is the
Sovereign Ruler of the universe and exercis-
es his divine will in heaven and on earth ac-
cording to his own purooses

David even exhorts the heavenly angelic
creatures, He sings: “Bless Jehovah, 07you
angels of his, mro ty in ?ower carryrn? out
his word, by listening to the voice of his
word. Bless Jehovah, all you armies of his,
Koumrnrsters of his, domg his will. Bless Je-
ovah, all you his works, 1n all places of
his domination. Bless Jehovah, 0 my soul.”
(Psalm  103:20-22) Should not our” reflec-
tion on Jehovah's acts of loving-kindness to-
ward us move us also to blesS him? By all
means! And we can be sure that the sound of
our voice in personal praise to God will not
be lost among the mrqhty chorus of prais-
ers that includes even the righteous angels.
May we wholeheartedly praise our heaven-

ather, alwa ssPea ing well of him. In-

eed, let us take 10 heart David’s words,
“Bless Jehovah, O my soul.”



The Christian Congreg aaion
A Source of Strengthenrng Al

uation mvovrn lac o op encom uni-

OPI, awoman in her early 20, was frus-
Ptrated because o? a htul famart Sif-

catlon with h aren After our
heart out to a ns lan elder a dh
she wrote to them; * you SO much

takrn thetrmetotalkto me. Youdonot know

uch It means fo.me that you care.
thank Jenovan for giving me people 1 ¢
tryst and talk to.’

for

an

Toula, a recently widowed woman with two
teenagte chrlriren found herseIF In a. olu(?u%
ri troubling emoti nal and maricra

iculties. She and her ¢

celvedt estre ?thenrneg vrsrﬁrs]o?gChrr tran

married coup romth

she successtully co edwrthh r Situation, s

con%regatron fter

he

sent them a car sayrng aways remenm-

ber you In ers. I'recall the'numero
timés you sto/od % me and supported me.’

Do you Bometrmes fee that you are oad

own %erncreasrn prét ssuresot
or|d7 ’g tthew 11:28 “fime an U
oresee occurrence arre gfour Iite wi
painful experiences? (Ecclesiastes 9:11) Th
YOU are not alone. But as thousan sof
ress ones have a

can find meanrn g

con re%atrono Jehovah’ rtnefses Int

Irstce the apostle Pau

certain Je éeve 'WEre_an especia
“strengthe

11) Yo can a easrmrare

"0 him. (Colossians 4:
perience.
Support and Assistance
In the Christian Greek Scripfures,

us

N

i

en

drs
oun ou {00
|nte rrstran
he
foundthat

—_>

0

the

word “congregation” is franslated from t
*Names have been changed.

ne

Greekterm ek- Ie -s1'a, which means a group
Pgope called t%ether Inherené In tha
are ther eas 0f solidarity and mutua

In ort,
|s%rvfequ prhe Chrrstran congregation upholds the

a
truth of God’s Word anr? declares th e(Iroo
news of his Kingdom. (1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Pe-
ter 2.9) However the congregatron also pro-
vides Spirityal dsumtor and"assistance for
those assoclated with 1t. Therein, one can
finda grou orovrng concerned and cann
friends, who are reddy and willing to e(ﬁ
and comfort others In times of stress.—2 C
rinthians 7:5-7.
orshipers of Jehovah nave always found

sa ety and security in nis congregation,

The salmrst |nd|ca ed that he ex enenced
ogan a ee In of ecunty among Go

nglre ateq people. (Psalm 27:4, 5 55 14
122:71) Similarl odaY the Christian cqnare-
atlo Ii an a sogra jon of fellow believers
ho build up and_encourage one another.
—Proverhs 13 20: Romans 11,12

Members of the con?regatron are taught

workw dat IS good foward all, but espe-
cra %towar those related to [them] in the
fait gGaIatrans 6:10) The Bible-based ed-
ucation e recelve moves them to manifest
brotherly love and tender affection for one
another. ﬁRomans 12:10; 1 Peter 3:8) Spiritu-
al rothesaBd sisters'in the congregation
are moved to e kind, Reacea le, and tén er
bycompassronate Ep esrans 3) Insteaq of
ein hSt ormal worshipers, th yshow lov-
rf cern for others. —James 1327

N the. congregation, therefore crushed
on?s find the ‘warm atmosphere of a fam-
Ilylike environment. (Mark' 10:29, 30) The
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feeling of belon mp to a close-knit
and | vm%agrou sfrengthens them.
(Psalm 133:1-3) Through the con-
gregation, “the faithful and discreet
Slave” provides nourishing spiritual
2202% at the proper time.”—Matthew

Help From Loving Overseers

Members of the Christian congre-
gation can expect to find jn.it loving,
Understanding, .and qualified shep-
herds who provide spiritual support
and encouragement. SheR_he_rds with
such qualities are like “a hiding place
from the wind and a place of conceal-
rI1e2nt Sfromtthe ra_mtst ”Pd'” (Isaiah 32:

, 2) Spirit-appointed elders, or over-
see)s, are fo[r)%og’sg]ee (me peop?e,
encourage the sick and depressed,

and seek to restore those who have erred.
—Psalm 100:3; 1 Peter 5:2, 3,

Of course, the co re?atlon’s body of el-
ders is not a staff of professional theraﬂlst_s
or health r?ctltl?ners, % le to curg g S|-
cal or mental health problems faced by fel-
low believers. In this system of things, the
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ailing still “need a physician.” (Luke 5:31
Nevertheless, such shepherds_can help those
who are in need spiritually. (James 5.14,15)
Whenever possible, the €lders also arrange
for other assistance.—James 2:15,16.

Who is behind such a loving arrangement?
Jehovah God himself! The prophef” Ezekiel

~——



Portrays Jehovah as declaring' “| will search
or.my sheep and care for them. ... | will
dellver them out of all the places fo which

nave been scattered ... | myself shall

my sheep, and I myself shall make them
|e down God IS also"concerned about the
f1e5etilg and weak sheep.—Ezekiel 34:11, 12,

True Help at the Right Time
IS real hel actually ava|la le jn the Chris-
tian con redation’ Yes, and the following ex-
amplesii Iustrate the variety of circumsganc-
es m which the congregatidn proves to be of
a53|stance

Lossof a loved one, Annas hushan

dled after a chronic illness. “Since then, |
have been the recipient of warm love from
the Christian brotherhood,” she says. “The
continuing kind words of supgort and en-
couragement from mr fellow believers, In-
cluding their heartfelt hugs, have ke?t my
heart eatmg Instead of breakmg entirely,
I dI I thartth hovaht Ehmlrt Iovethlas madfet n(tje

reatly supported, ultimately uplifte
ten g zc red pt%r "You too may zfve had
the traimatic experience of los ng a Ioved
one in death. Atsuch times, members of the
congreganon can provide much-needed com-
fort"and emotional support.

+ Sickness. Arthur, a fraveling overseer
from Poland, regularl visited congqregaﬂons
In Central A3|a In order to strengthen them
spmtuaY urin oneothesewsﬂs he he-
came quite i1l and™his recup eratlon metW|th
Ser us mplications. “Iw ntto tell you how
the hrothe and3|sters it acity In %z
stan care for me,” recalls Arthur wit ee
clation. “Brothers anéi sisters, man

do not know—and even intere ted
ones—brou%ht money, food jtems, and med-
icine. ... And they d|tW|th([1reatJoy

“Ima%me my feelings when recelve? an
envelope with“some oneY and the_follow-
Ing letter: ‘Dear Brotner, 1am sending you

woml

warm greetings. Mommy gave me money for
ice cream, but | decided’to give it to"you
for medicine. Please get bettér soon. Jeho

vah needs us for a [ong time, Best WISh
es. And tell us some more good, instructive
stories. Vova Yes, as shown In this case,
young and old in the con%regatwn can pro-
Vide Strengthenin a|d In‘tinies of sickness.

—Philippians 2:25-2

+ Depression. Ter| had the heartfelf de-
sire to serve as a pioneer, or full-time King-
dom Rroclmmer Because of difficulties
though, she had to stop_pioneering. “[ felt
tremendous gunt for trying to serve in this
ia pacity and”not even fasting a full year,

he says. Teri wrongly believed that"Jeho-
van’s approval deperided onIy onthe amount
of her ‘service to him, (Contrast Mark 12:

-44) Quite depressed, she isolated herself.
But thten refreshing help came from the con-
gregation.

eri recalls: “Anolder pioneer sister readi-
ly came to my assistance and listened to me
as | poured out my feelings. When | left her
home, | felt as If awelght ad been lifted off
me, From that point on, this |oneer sister
and her husband, an elder in the congrega-
tion, Prowded valuable help. | received dally
calls from them asking how | was dom%
T eY have allowed meto sit in on their Tam-
ily study at times, which has Impressed upon
me the |mp0rtance of families remaining
close together.”

It is not uncommon for many—even dedi-
cated Christians—to become depressed, dis-
couraged and lonely. How grateful we can

hat | ovmg unselfish assistance Is avail-
able In God’s congregation!—1 Thessalo-
nians 5:14,

+ Disasters and accidents. Put yourself
in the shoes of a family of four wha lost all
their possessions when their house burned
down. Sogn they had what they called “an
encouraging experience that will forever
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touch us and that rmpressed Us with the true
love among Jehovah’s people. Theyexplarn
“Almost immediately we were overw elmed
with sincere caIIs of support and s?/m pathy
from our spiritual brothers and sisters. The
phone ran§ constantly. Everyone’s genuine
concern and_love wefe so moving that we
shed tears of gratitude.”

Before long, a large group, of brothers was
organized by the Iders of the congrega
tion, and in"a few days, the urtanew
house for thrs famrly neighbor exclaimed:
“You should, see itf There are all kinds of
eople Workrng there—men, women, hlacks,
rsp nics! Thrs was cIear evidence of broth-
erlg ove—John 1

ellow Chrrstrans also gFrve the family

clothing, food, and moneY he father com-
ments ‘This was during the Christmas sea-
sonwhen even(one ISgIving qrfts but we can
honest hat no one ese enjoyed the
rn 0 genurne overw emrng generosity
thatwe did.” And they add: “Memaries of the
fire are slowly fadrng and are bern rePIaced
with cherished_ memories of kind acts and
ﬁood friends. Our thanks go to our Iovrng
eavenly Father, Jehovah, that we have suc
a marvelous, united famrhi of brothers on
earth, and we are so qratefu tobe part of it!

Of course, such intervention is not possi-
ble, nor is it expected, 1n every such tragedy.

In Our Next Issue
Time and Eternity
— What Do They Mean?

"Gifts in Men"
to Care for Jehovah's Sheep

Paul's Fellow Workers
— Who Were They?
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But this rnsta]nce certainly illustrates the
support that the congregation may provide.

Wisdom From Above
Many have found another source of helro
ang st ength in the Christian con regatro
A hﬁt Pubhcatrogs that are
are bg efartnul and discreet ?Ia
h nt amongt ese are the journals
atc wer andA %e In order to proyide
Insight uI counsel an practrca rnst uctron
these pu rcatrons reyﬁnnom on the di-
vine wisgom ?uno In'the Biple. Pfalm 119
105 Scriptural information 15 supplemented
esg onsiole and authorréatrve research on
sc ub) ects as mental gfessron recov
ro F'oma us exagro ascgojcr anunecongnj
%b\r/term tt reessg ularr: tﬁo%{vgu Gig d’s
wa ast ebestwap oHta —Isargh 30:20,21.
ear, the Watch Tower Society. re-

cervest ousands of | tters of a[o rec tron
Concerning an Wak article 0 urcre for

Instance, a oun man In Russ rote “Be-
cause ofm Inc rnatron towar epressron
have 'many times consr suicide.

Thrsarfrclesre thened m be re that God
me an e my Pro lems. He wants
me to live. | thank hir for his support giv-
en by means of this article,”

the stormy.waves of trouble in this
WorId seem too jolept to ne Hate you can
suret at there IS a sa avfen In t g
nstra re ation. Indeed, If the ari
esert thrs ve ssdsgstem rssao our
stren ou can rn rernvg ating 0asis
In Jefovah’s organization. After exo rienc-
rn”jsuch sugp(ohrI tcltuntoo may echo the sen-

} Véreoa(ietcwrttg hege %%aw ?tha?/esurfl(nees&
ah] us, | fceetf as | ourg
h ust ro % hscnsrsr the

nd How t % | am to be
vanh's magnificent organization!”

and care
a0t his
rt of Jeho



SAUL
A Chosen Vessel to the Lord

UL of Tars srﬁ/asamu Ferous 40, whereas an aged man’ Would
P onent% rist %fo OW- rom 5 ears old.
Tt e Lord SauI was Ipro ably born # st a
rferent uture |tn store for few years afterthe birt
Im.. Saul was to become an esus
outstanding representatrve Jews then lived | |n man
of the very cause he had parts of the Wog rX
fou htsovehemen Sv ?atd r[]uest s(!ave rt/ eBorta
This ma al] lon. trade, and voluntar
gcosen vessel t0 me'to igration were %mon
ear my name to the na- ff ec USes 0 Aherr ISper-
tions as well as to krn?s” sjon_from Judea. Though
and the sons of Israe his family were Jews of
—Acts 9.15. the dispersion, Saulund%r
Saul’s life as “an msolent lines therra” lance to t
man” was ¢ anged complete- Law, statrﬂgt hewas cIr-
ly when he was shown mercy cumcrse t out
and became the “chosen vessel of the fami By stoc of Isr
o the Lord Jesus Christ. (L Timo- the trige 0 en%lamm a erew

112, 13) Engrgies that had moti- born from Hebr s respects law a
veyer]i artrc)r atror(’rJ In the stoning of Ste-  Pharisee,” SaT he same Hebrew name

hen an other attacks nJesus drschIes asan emmentmem ber of his tribe—the first
ere turned {0 entrre% [fferent object T m1qo srae AsaRoman from birth, Sau
When Saul became the Christian a 05t arsus also h atm name PauIIus
Pau Je%sevr ently saw esrrabetr |ts |n ||pp|ans35 Acts 13:21; 22:25-2
at rﬁls N0 Was, S Hl How dja Saugts] bern born a Ro meant t at
hrs ac ,%”0”” mak etrm suita eforuse In oneo aeance tors V\/;c Ired t
advancl %]true worship? Can we learn any- Errvre ge 0 Qtrzens Ip. H]re are
thing from his experience? everal ossrbr Itles, A art J”H erttmag
crtzensr It coudb accorded to indiv
SauIsFamrl Backg round pals or OUQS either or articular merits,
At the trme of Steghen lnur ersoona- or m 8 Itica eEe I ncY ras a re
ter Ren ecost Saul was o [ some srgnﬁf< eIviC otTte State
man Whe Wrrtmg foP &emon m a ou ave able to buy his free om from a R
00-61 e as a man,” (Acts 7 man, or 0 e em ncrpate{ y a Romew cgt
h8: F |emon9 Sch oar %estt t ac- 1zen, would ecom an Imse
cordin H( lte ancient rec g of ages in/ouldaveheran 8 ‘t e aux orcesu on
“voung” [ikely meant an age betwgen 24and  being discharged from the R man legions.
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Registration and Certification
of Roman Citizenship

Registration of legitimate children of Roman citizens was
established by Augustus with two statutes that were enacted
in 4 and in 9 C.E. Registration had to take place within 30
days of birth. In the provinces, a family had to make a dec-
laration before a magistrate in the appropriate public-record
office, stating that the child was legitimate and had Roman
citizenship. The parents' names, the gender and name of the
child, and the date of birth were also registered. Even prior
to the introduction of these laws, registration of citizens in all
Roman municipalities, colonies, and prefectures was renewed
every five years by means of a census.

Status could thus be demonstrated by reference to a corpus
of properly kept archives. Certified copies of such records
could be obtained in the form of portable wooden diptychs
(folding tablets). In the opinion of some scholars, when Paul
claimed Roman citizenship, he may have been able to produce
a certificate for corroboration. (Acts
16:37; 22:25-29; 25:11) Since Ro-
man citizenship was viewed as hav-
ing almost "sacred quality" and en-
titted a person to many privileges,
forgery of such documents was an
extremely serious offense. Falsifica-
tion of one's status was punishable
by death.

its first-century population at
between 300,000 and 500,000.
|t was a trading center on the
main highway hetween Asia
Minor, Syria,” and. Mesopota-
mia. 1arsus owed its prosper-
ity o commerce and to the
fertility of the surrounding
plain, which produced mainly
grain, wine, and linen. From
its thnva textile industry
came ?oa -hair cloth from
which fents were made.

Saul’s Education
Saul, or Paul, made honest
provision for himself and sup-
ported his missionary activ-
ties by making_tents. 0(Acts
18:2, 3 20:34) "The trade of
tentmaker was typical_ of his
native city, Tarsus. It is like-
y that Saul learned the tent-
makm%qtrade from his father
uth.

Inyo

gaul’s knowledge of lan-
?uages—espemally his mas-
ery” of Greek, the common
torigue of the Roman Em-

res/Dover Publications, Inc., New York

Local natives dwelling in Roman ?olomeg
could. in time become Citizens. 1t Is also sai
that in certain periods citizenship was pur-
chased for,latrqn_fums. How citizenship en-
tered Saul’s family remains a mystery.
We do know that Saul came from Tarsus,
the \Prmupal_c_lt?/ and capital of the Roman
rovince of Cilicia (now in southern Turkey).
hough a sizable Jewish community lived'in
the area, life there would also have exposed
Saul to Gentile culture. Tarsus was a Jarge
and prosperous ¢ity noted as a center of Hel-
lenistic, or Grecian, learning. Estimates put

30 The watchtower— May is, 1999

piré—also proved invalyable
In his missionary work. (Acts
21:37-22:2) Analysts of his writings say
that his Greek is excellent. His vocabulary
Is not classical or literary hut, rather, re-
flects that of the Segtuagmt,_ the Greek
translation of the HebrewScriptures, that
he often quoted or paraphrased. On this_ev-
idence, varipus scholars assume that Saul
recelved at least a good elementary educa-
tion in Greek, probably in a Jewish school,
“In antiquity a better education—ahove all
a Greek education—was not to be had for
nothing; as a rule, it presu[nposed some ma-
terial Support,” says scholar Martin Heng-



el. Saul’s education thus sug-
gests_ that he came from a
prominent family.

Likely, when he was no old-
er than 13, Saul continued
his schooling In Jerusalem,
some 520 miles from_home.
He was educated at the feet

Gamare a well-known
an hig hg esteemed teach-
er of the Pharisaic tradition.
(Acts 22:3; 23:6) Those, stud-
les, comparable to a universi-
ty education today, threw
open the door of opportunity
for achieving prominence in
Judaism.*

Itie
Put to& d Use
Born into a Jewish_fami-
ly in a Hellenistic and Roman
city, Sa | ul belonged to three
oS, A cosmapolitan mul-
tilingual background doubt-
less “helped him to become
“all thrn?s to people of all
sorts.” (L Corinthjans 9:19-
3) His Roman citizenship
later permitted him to de-
fend his ministry legally and
take_the good news efore the hrghest a-
thorrty i the Roman Empire. (ACts 16:37-
40: 25:11, 12) Of course, Saul’s Background,
education, and personality were known {0
the resurrected Jesus, Who sard to Ananj-
as. “Be on our Wanu because this man is
a chosen vessel to e to bearm name to
the nations as well as to kings and the sons
of Israel, For | shall show him plainly how
many things he must suffer for my name.”

* Concerning the content and nature of the educa-
tion Saulwould have received from Gamaliel, see | N€
Watchtower, July 15,1996, pages 26-9.

Photograph by Israel Mu:

Saul's Roman Name

Every male Roman citizen had at least three elements to his
name. He had a first name, a family name (connected with his
tribe, or gens), and a surname. One famous example is Ga-
ius Julius Caesar. The Bible gives no full Roman names, but
secular sources tell us that Agrippa was Marcus Julius Agrip-
pa. Galliowas Lucius Junius Gallio. (Acts 18:12; 25:13) Scrip-
tural examples of the last two of a person's three names are
Pontius Pilatus (inscription below), Sergius Paulus, Claudius
Lysias, and Porcius Festus.— Acts 4:27; 13:7; 23:26; 24:27.

It is not possible to establish with certainty whether Paul-
lus was Saul's first name or his surname. It was not unusual
to add informally another name by which a person might
be called by his family and acquaintances. Alternatively, a

non-Roman name like Saul
could be used as a sub-
stitute. "[Saul] would nev-
er do as a Roman name,"
says one scholar, "but as a
native name given as a s/g-
num to a Roman citizen it
will do very well indeed."
In multilingual areas, the
situation may have deter-
mined which of his names
a man might choose to use.

seum, O©lsrael Antiquities Authority

((jActs 9:13-16) When channeled in the right
irection, Saul’s. zeal was Instrumental”in
spreading the Kingdom message to distant
territories,

Jesus’ choice of Saul for a special com-
Mmission was a unique event in Christian his-
tory. .Yet, all present- daK Christians have
individual abilitjes and characteristics that

can be used effectrve rn S readrng the
good news ﬁ érn ers&)o what Je-
drd ante ofhrm 1d not He

Il'he could to ‘promote King om rnter

ests. Is that true of you?
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[RYESHE A

Violence—Soon to End Forever!

“Violence Imperils Nation™—The New York Times, United States.
“Violence at Home”—0 Gloho, Brazil.
“Violence Stalks World's Women"—The Globe and Mail. Canada.

ESE headlines from newspapers in North and
South America illustrate a disturbing world-

1997, researchers concluded that “"domestic vi-
olence has been one of the principal causes of

wide trend. As the World Health Organization piiemale injury in almost every country in the world."

it recently, "violence in all its forms has increased
dramatically in recent decades."

Consider some sobering statistics:

Homicides. In Latin America and the Caribbe-
an, some 1,250 people meet a violent death each
day. As a consequence, "in half of the countries
of the region, murder is the second leading cause
of death in young people aged 15-24."

Violence against children. Physical, sexu-
al, and emotional abuse of children are problems
throughout the world. For instance, "surveys of
adults in several industrialized countries suggest
that 10%-15% of children are victims of sexual
abuse— most of them girls."

Violence against women. After investigat-
ing human rights abuses committed worldwide in

(Human Rights Watch World Report 1998)
Domestic violence, being a widespread yet un-
derreported problem, is now called "the silent
crisis of the 20th century."— The Globe and Mail,
Canada.

The earth was similarly "filled with violence" in
the days of Noah. (Genesis 6:9-12) But Jehovah
God kept that "preacher of righteousness" and his
family alive "when he brought a deluge upon a
world of ungodly people." God will take compa-
rable action in our day. He will preserve "people
of godly devotion" when he removes the violent
and wicked and makes this earth a paradise in his
promised new world. (2 Peter 2:4-9; 3:11-13) Are
you not thrilled to know that violence will soon end
forever?



