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PeoFIe In general are

ving
causm? many to wonder,
How long can we fa

A CCORDING to The New Enc%clo

Ecegla rltann{)cat (1995), In t
ast, Pierre Joubert Was gener
JL JL ceeped.as Taving livedthe flrt/
gest In 1814 he died at age"113. True, oth-
rs are said to have lived:longer, but their
aes were not credltabl documented. Good

cumentatton however, has verified that
a number of People have lived longer than
Pierre Jouber

Jeﬁnne Louise Calment was born | m Arles,
sout eashern France, on Fepruary 21 1%75
Her deat g 97—more than
122 6years ater—r cetved mue pubhutz In

120 T%te ul nessl@oo% ? R

a“ it

ecoras

lists 118- [Year -0ld Sarah Knauss as the old-

est persort at the time that was written. She
was bornon September 24,1880, in Pennsyl

m vania, USA When
r bronleMel leur of Que
n 1998 at age 118, sne
ert an Saran.
Indeed, the number of the very old
has risen. dramatically. The number of
centenanans 1S Rrohected to Ingrease tQ
over 2.2 millio dnng the. |rst haIf
of the next centlury| Imilarl g
number of peog ears faﬁe
and older increased
I|on In 1970 to 66 m|II|on |n 1998 That
isa 147-percent increase, compared with
a 60-percent increase for the total world
that people e\re Jiv-

population.

And it is not sim IZ
%er Many are also ‘accomplishing
thmogs at mo?t 20- Kear olfts cannot do In

year- o N Ke ey completed

marathon—a 26 m| e 385-yard race—|n f|ve
hours and Hvenhlnutes In"199], 84-year- olg
reat-granamotner l\/IaV|s Lin gren covere
at dtstance In seven hours and nlr\e min-
utes. And more recently, a 91- earo man
flnlshhed thetlt\lew Yt)hkt |td arat onh :
IS 1S not to say that aged.ones in the pas
le not accom ?s)h astonQS hing ?eats Ap 99
years of age, te Biblical patnarch Abraham

Marie-Louise Fe
ebec, Can a
was 26 days 0| -

be?an running to mee nis quests. At 85
yeasofage Caleb proc almed As my pow-
erwas th

45 years earlier], so my power
|s now forthe[way both to Jut and )topcome
And the |besayso Moses thatw en
ewas 120 years of a? his eY q not
ﬁrown dim, and nis vital strength had not
ed."—Genesis 18:2: Joshua 14:10, 11: Deu-
terJonom 347t ke of the first Ad
esus Chris e of the first man, Ada
and the ar bSPn)er Noan hlstonncal Ind|
vid uas (Matthew 19:4-6; 24 37 39 Gene3|s
says that Adam lived to be 930

e Stt%ﬁgS Py hggttttvtveﬁ‘h ttny.
ger, perhaps forever? Please exammethe ev-

|den€e in the following article.
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IS EVERLASTING LIFE
REALLY POSSIBLE?

“Teacher, what good must I do in order to get everlasting life?”
—MATTHEW 19:16,

the the as Ahasuerus, was review- — with the marvelous way in which we are

1S troops rtor to a atte |n ade. For example, it 15 truly miraculous

ear 480 B.C. s er 11, 2) Accottow we were_formed wjthin our mother’s

0 the ree rtan Hero otus, twemb. A leading authority on a mtg wrote:

K e tears,as eV|ewe 1S men y? - “After performin themtacles take US
It r|e es me,” Xer essat Wenlree from con ceptlont birth and then to sexual
theseemernlen g %rr]teow |vee r r?frg tmaturattonahntadultlhjood natur% chose not
0 devise what woyld seem to be a more

Zgaﬁ fﬂﬁ now. hOU t(ﬁ’ tave d l1y not-elementary mechanism to Simply majntain
A %\t/ant%tst)parttavsttl)fti I{et srtlcek an gt 0P those mtratI:Ies fore(ver \ﬁes con5|der||ng
frh cou myout fuI hea thour miraculous makeup, the question lin~

a mess— ow York Ti AMill enmumsa 0 the Btblewrtter DaV|d

n| icantl mes
contemplated those very miracles, although
Mg%?tzl}:% .tThSei})\t,%,lr;‘nbte{ozﬁlvﬁggﬂ caud e cauld not actual /. e nside the worl

THE Persian King Xerxes I, known in  should be able to live forever has to do

0ers, Why do we have to die?

his own formation when, as he wrote, h

Oeref,%lﬂﬂt eer tae f”St E?,Ié%tt att e{/veers had been screened off in the beIh& of h|s
astin I|e eYou ma thm sobe mother.” At th at time, he said, ldneys
ause promt e thatlwe can |ve were ?roduce "He also told of the forma
f reverhereo the ear (Psalm 3 tion of his “bones” when, as he observed,
?att n 213, 4) Yet, sq e n]e hold / ﬁs made in secret David then spoke of
ever? stmg lifé i B] or easo S0 the embryo of me” and. noted in connec-
than t fse found |h)h tfe onsﬂermg tion wifh hat embryo within his mother’s
couple of these reasonw\n eﬁustoaﬁ)tf womb; “A |ts g)arts ere down inwriting.”
clate that everlasting lire s redlly posstble. ~ —Psalm 13

50hvio sI there was not a ljteral han
Designed to Live Forever ertten bT eyprmt for the formatlon of Dav?d

3 One reaSon many believe that humans —yiihin s mot or’s Wormb. ut |n David's

What can be said of our human life s an’) meditation gn the making of his “kidneys,
80 man tertaln and his “bones,” and his otfier body parts it

1

2.

3 a& 0 ey |ev at we should be

ﬁl ﬂo%vergehrﬁ\ﬁhat id Davi saya!tout 5 What ny;acles are involved in our formation
s formation?
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seemed to him as though the development of
these was according t0 a plan—that ever;r-
thing was, as it were, “down in writing.” 1t
was as if the fertilized cell within his mother
had a large room full of books with detailed
instructions on how to form a human baby
and these complicated instructions were
gassed along Ao each _emergm% cell. Thus,
clence World magazine uses the metaphor
of ‘each cell in a developing. embryo having a
complete cahinet of blueprints.’ _
6Have you ever thought about the mi-
raculous functioning of ‘our bodies? Biolo-
gist Jared Diamond noted: “We replace the
cells lining our intestine once every few
days, those lining the urinary bladder once
every two months, and our fed blood cells
once every four months.” He concluded: “Na-
ture is taking us apart and putting us back
together every day.” What does that ac-
tually mean? It nieans that regardless of
how ‘many years we might livé—whether
8, 80, or ‘even 800—our physical body re-
mains very young. A scientist once estimat-
ed: “In a ygar approximately 98 percent of
the atoms’in us now will be_replaced by oth-
er atoms that we take in in our air, food,
and drink.” Indeed, as David lauded, we are
“Wonderfully made.”—Psalm 139:14,
. TBased on the design of our physical bod-
les, an aughority onaging said:” “It is not
obvious why a wg fho_ul occur.” It really
seems that we Should live forever. And this
IS why men are trying to achieve this goal
throuqh_thel_r technology. Not too_lon? aqo,
Dr. Alvin_Silverstein wrote confidently ‘i
his hook Conquest of Death:_ “We willun-
ravel the essence of life. We will understand
... how a person ages.” With what con-

6. Wha evigen e is there ghat we are, as David
%Vmste’ ‘d o fﬁuﬁy made? hysical bodi
. Based on the design of our physical bodies,
what %ave some conc\%ed? Pny

sequence? He predicted: “There will be no
more ‘old’ people, for the knowledge that
will permit the conquest of death will also
bring eternal youth.” Considering modern
scientific mquw?/ into the human” makeup,
does the thought of everlasting life sound so
farfetched? There is another ven stronger
reason for believing that everlasting lifé is
possible.

The Desire to Live Forever

. 8Have you ever noted that I|V|n[q forever
Is a natufal human desire? A docfor wrote
in @ German journal: “The dream of ever-
Iastmgb_llfe IS probably as old as mankind.”
Describing the heliefs of certain &nuent Eu-
ropeans, The New Encyclopaedia

nica states: “Worthy pedple will live forever
in a shining hall thatched with qold.” And,
oh, the lengths peo;t))le have gone 1o in an ef-
fortlt_%) Isat|sfy that basic desire for everlast-
Ing life!

The Encyclopedia Americana observes
that in China over 2,000 years ago, “em-
Perors and Lcomr_non] folk alike, under the
eadership of Taoist priests, n@glected labor
to search for the elixir of life"™—a so-called
fountain of youth. Indeed, throughout his-
tory, people’have believed that by consum-
ing various concoctions, or even by drinking
certain water, the%/ could stay young.

. DModern efforts to try to satisfy man’s
inherent desire for ever a_stm? life are no
less remarkable, A prominent example is
the Bractlce_of freezing a human who suc-
cumbs to disease. ThiS has been done in
hopes of restormﬁ life at some future time
when a cure for the disease has been devel-
oped. A proponent of this practice, which

8, 9. What natural desire have people through-
out%mtory entertaned’ Peop g

10. What" mo attempt has there been to
make extendeéj We attamgble?
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is called cryonics, wrate: “If our optimism
proves justiried and 1t is fearned how to cure
or repdir all damage— mcludm% the debili-
ties of old age—then those who ‘die’ now
will have an indefinitely extended life in the
future.”

1 Why
everlastin Y1t s0 entbedded in our think-
|n?7 ls it ecause “[God] has put eternit

n’s mingd™? (Ecclesiastes 3:11, Ré-
wsedﬂ gtandaréj esmnﬁ ThiS is a mat-

ter for serious reflection! Just think: Why
would we have the inherent desire to [ive
eternally—forever—if it was not our Cre-

ator’s plrpose that this desire be satlsfled?
And would it be loving for him to create us
with the desire for everlasting life and then

11, Why do people desire to live forever?

6 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 15, 1999

ou may ask, is this desire for

frustrate us by never allowin us to
realize that desire?—Psalm 1

Whom Should We Trust’)
DWhere, or in what, should we put
ourtrust for ainin everlastlng ||fe7
20th- o[] st-cen ur% umantec
no ogy The New York Times Mag-
azing article “They Want to L|ve”
spoke of the “deity.” technology”
of the “enthusiasms about tec noIo
gy’s potential.” One researcher. was
even ‘said o he “blltheIY confident
. that ?enetlc augmentation tech-
niques wifl become available 1n time
to save [us] by haltm? aging, mayhe
reversing it.” Really, though, human
efforts have proved totally neffective
hn s}]opplng aging or In" conquering
eat
BDoes this mean that there is no
way_to gain everlasting life? Not at
all” There is a way! Thé structure of
our marvelous brdin, with its virtual-
ly unlimited capacity for Iearnmg|
should "convince us of thls Molecular bio
ogist James Watson called our braln
most complex thin Rwe have yet, |scovered
In our umverg‘e nd neurofogist Richard
Restak s%d Nowhere in the knowr] uni-
VErse Is there anyt mg even remote%/
sembling 1t.” Wh ¥wou Wwe have a r?
with the c?pacn;f or storing and assimilat-
mg V|rtuaI urlimited in rmatlon and a
dy that IS deS| ned to function forever it
\IA?e ere not Inte ded to enjoy everlasting
|
U What, then, is the only reasonable, fac-

2. What confl(liep gome have, but do you
Sheve it is well-founded
tl How d oest e stru ture of urbra}m indicate

vx mtgn g t|%n|\z/1 o%rte}?erman life do
|b|£ riter nt%tgllj)j 3

trust n GodseP r)( shou

We put our



tual conclusion to which we

must come? Is it not that we

Were de5|?ned and created by a

all- Power ul, intelligent Maker

hat we could live forever?

Mob 10:8: Psalm 36:9:; 100:3:
alachi 2:10; Acts 17:24, 25]

Therefore, should we not wisely

heed the inspired command of

the Bible psalmist: “Do not ?ut

your trust in.nobles, nor in the

son of earthhn? man, to whom

no salvation befongs™ Why not

trust in man? BeCause, as the

psalm|st wrote, “his sp|r|t goes

out egoes back to his grotnd;

in tnat ay his thoughts do per-

Ish.” Indeed, despité the poten-

tial for living forever, men are

helpless in the face of death.

The psalmist concludes: “Happy

s the one . ., whose ho

in Jehovah his God."—Psa m 146 35

Is It Really God’s Puri)ose°
bBut You may ask, IS it really Jehovah's
purpose hat we enjoy everlasting life? Yes
It is! Dozens of times his Word promises It
“The gift God gives Is everlasting life,” the
Bible assures us. Godl's servant John wrote:
“This Is the promised thing that [God] him-
self promised us, the life gverlasting.” No
wonder a youn man asked Jesus: “Teacher,
what ?oo must | do in order to get everlast-
ing life?” (Romans 6:23; 1 John 2:25; Mat-
thew 19:16) In fact, the aFostIe Paul wrote
about a hope of the everlasting Jife which
God, w 0cannot||e promlsed before times
on]g Iastlng —Titus 12.
What does it mean that God promised

[1 : What shows that it is God’s purpose that we
Ive forever?

By LSt T OB e i evr

everlasting life “before times long lasting™
Some think that the apostle Paul meant
that before the first couple, Adam and Eve,
were created, God purposed. that humans
should live forever. However, if Paul was re-
ferring to a point after humans were creat-
ed and when Jehovah stated his [nurpose it
is still clear that God’s will includes ever-
lasting life for humans.

T~ The Bible says that in the garden
Eden, “Jehovah God made to grow outof the
ground ... the tree of life.” The reason giv-
&n for putting Adam out of the garden was
so that he could “not put his hand out and
actually take fruit also from the tree of life
an edt and Ilve es, forever! After ex-

elling Adam and
den, Jehovah posted “the cherubs and the
flaming blade of a sword that was turning

(]Jen c}/fv Ege\nleraendAev y\?v%(ljfeEtheePHlthoggsotfeéhgt%ﬁ -

entrance?
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itself continually to guard the way to the
tree of life."—Genesis 2.9; 3:22-24."

18I Adam and Eve had been permitted to
eat of that tree of life, what would that have
meant for them? Why, the privilege of liv-
ing forever in Paradise! One Bible scholar
speculated: “The tree of life must have had
some virtue by which the human frame was
to be kept free from the decrepitude of age,
or the decay that terminates In death.” He
even claimed that “there was an herbal vir-
tue in paradise capable of counteracting the
effects” of a mg. However, the Bible does
not say that the tree of life in itself had life-
giving qualities, Rather, that tree simply
reTpresented God’s guarantee of everlastmq
life to the one who'would be allowed to ea
Its fruit.—Revelation 2:7.

God’s Purpose Unchan%ed_
BWhen Adam sinned, he lost the right to
everlasting life for himself and for all ‘of his
Ket unborn of_fsprlng. (Genesis 2:17) When
e became a sinner because of his disobedi-
ence, he became defective, imperfect. From
that time on, Adam’s bodY became, in_ef-
fect, programmed for death. As the Bible
sags ‘the wages sin pays is death.” (Romans
6:23) Moreover, the imperfect offspring of
Adam also became l[_)ro rammed for death,
not for everlasting [ife."The Bible explains:
“Throuqh one man [Adam] sin entered into
the wofld and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men because they had all

sinned.”—Romans 5:12. _
DBut what if Adam had not sinned?

What if he had not disobeyed God and he

8. (a) What woyld eating of the tree of life

f%ave( antaforA am and Eve? (b?W?]atdloJeat-

Ing of that tree represent’ _

197 Why did Adam die, and why do we, his off-
ring, also die?

S
IZB hat indicates that humans were meant to
Ive Torever on earth?
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had been granted to eat of the tree of |ife?
Where would he have enjoyed God’s %Ift of
everlasting life? In heaven? Nol God said
nothing about Adam’s being taken to heav-
en. His work assignment was here on earth.
The Bible explains that “Jehovah God made
to %row out of the qround every tree de-
sirdble to one’s sight and good “for food,”
and it says: “Jehovah God proceeded to take
the man” and settle him n the garden. of
Eden to cultivate it and to take care of it,
(Genesis 2:9,15) After Eve was created as a
mate for Adam, the two were given addi-
tional work assignments here on‘earth. God
told them: “Be Truitful and become many
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have in
subjection the fish of the sea and the flying
creatures of the heavens and every living
creature, that is moving upon theearth.
—Genesis 1:28.

A Think of the marvelous_earthly pros-
Pects those instructions from God opéned
or Adam and Eve! They were to rear per-
fectly healthy sons and. daughters in the
earthly Paradise. As their beloved children
grew Older, these would share with them in
eing fruitful and in doing pleasant garden

21. What marvelous prospects did the first hu-
mans enjoy?

How Would You Answer?

0O Why do many believe that everlast-
ing life is possible?

O What should convince us that we
were meant to live forever?

0O What was God's original purpose
for mankind and the earth?

O Why can we be certain that God
will fulfill his original purpose?



work to marntgrn that Paradise. With all the
animals in subjection to them, humankind
would be very contented Thrnk of the jo J oy
of extending the boundaries of the gar en
of Eden so that eventually the entiré earth
would be a paradise! Would you enjoy life
with perfect children in such a béadtiful
earthly home without any concerns about
growrng old'and dying? Let the natura| im-
pu Ses our heart answer that question.

ell, then, when Adam and Eve dis-
obeyed and were put out of the garden of
Eden, did God change his purpose for hu-
mans to live forever’in Paradise on earth?
Not at all! For God to have done that would
have been to admit defeat as to his ability
to carry out his original purpose. We can be
sure thiat God does what he promises, as he

%2 Why can we be sure that God did not change
IS purpose for the earth?

himself proclaims: “So_my word that goes
forth from my mouth will prove to be. [t Will
not retyrn to'me without results, bug it will

certainly.do that in which | have delighted,
and it Wil have certain success in that for
which | have sent it."—Isaiah 55:11.

A That the purpose of God for the earth
has not changed is made clear in the Bi-
ble, where God promises: “The righteous
themselves will possess the earth, and they
will reside forever upon it.” Even Jesus
Christ said in his Sermon on the Mount
that the mild-tempered ones would inherit
the earth. (Psalm 37:29; Matthew 5:5) Yet
how can we obtain everlasting |ife, and‘what
must we do to GHJOY such life? This will be
discussed in the following artrcle

at reconfirms, that i od’s
ose(t ttne r| hte us y nclrnet}hve?oreve
art %b Wha wrl We |scuss next?

The only way
T0 EVERLAS%ING LIFE

“am theway and

N HIS famous Sermon on the Mount, Je-
SUS €O Ooares the way to everlasting life
to a road that a person enters through a

gate. Notice that Jesus emphasizes that this
way to life is not an easy one, saying: “Go

in through the narrow glate because broad
and spacious is the road leading off into de-
2. Tov¥hat dad Jesus compare the w%ltg relY

Ilastrnﬁ lite, and what 1s the Import o
tration?

thetruth and the life. "—soHN 14:6.

structi n and mangr arrerothesotnhees ggtrenga r:n

E:ratrznjpgdtthWherg rnt verlast-
m% ?ﬁ ?gw are thge 0nes ? rtdrng It.”

atthew 7:1

Do yau I_riret the |mPort of this, ||Lustra
tron Does 1t not reveal th a terg Ut
one road,. or way, ea rn% fo life and that It
R
ahen rsst gnly way to eve¥|astrng life?

THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 15, 1999 9



Role of Jesus Christ
3CIearI% Jesus has ap important role rel-
afive to tha }]way as Nis ?postle Peter pro-
ceumed' There IS no salvation In anyone
else, for there Is not another name under
heaven [except that of Jesus that has been
gwen a on? men gw Ich we must Sqet
|

aved.” 1Acs 412) m|IarI the apo
Paul d e? ?r he gift God gives |s"ever
lastin b Chnst Jesus ou Lor
mf:i su himself revealed tha %
?n)f]wgy o ever astm Ife is thr |
eclared: I am ewayan the trut

and the Iife."—John 14:6,

4So it E crucial that er acceﬂ)Jesus
role in making everlasting life possible. Let

us, therefore, examine his role more closely.
Ho doste how the vital role

of jle %ln Ovl\J,I’S v th|on% \;\/hen i \Gdlft

revea at mankind could" gain everlastlng
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Foryoung and old, Jesus is the
only way to endless life

Doyou know when, after Adam
sinfied, Jehovah God Indicated
that mankmd could GHJOY ever-
lasting |fe |t was right after
Adam’s fall. Let us now exam-
ine_how the provision of Je-
sus Christ as mankind’s Savior
was first foretold.

The Promised Seed o
nolic | Jt%hovah God identi
m0|c anguage, the prom-
Zed Savior, ,9| 8|d thISRN en
ronounced sentence upon
th serpent” who had SRO en
to Eve and had tempted er 10
disobey God hy eating, the for-
bidderi fruit. (Genesis'3:1-5) Of
course, that serpent was not a
literal'snake. It Was a powerful
Spirit Creature who_is identi-
fied in the Bible as “the origi-
nal serpent, the one called Devil and Satan,”
(Revelation 12: 9%Satan used this lowl an|
mal as his mouthpiece to seduce Eve.
In sentencing. Satan, God said to_him: l
shall put enmity between you and the wom-
an and between your seed”and her seed. He
Lthe woman’s segd] will bruise you in the
ead and you will Druise him in"the heel.”
—(enesis 3:15.

6 Who is this “Woman for Whom Satan
ha? enmity, or hatred? ét as “the orlg
nal serpent” is. |dﬁnt|f|e in Revelatl
chapter_12, so is this woman that Satan
hates. Observe in verse 1that she is said
to be “adorned with the sun, standing on

5 How can we identify the serpent who seduced

ho i the woman that bears
seed()gbjv (ﬁ]the prom?sed Seed, and wh
complish?

does he



In God's due time, the old will
return to youthful vigor

the moon, and with the twelve
stars on her head.” This wom-
an represents God’s heaven-
ly organization of faithful an-
gvls ang the * male %h”d" t0

om she. gives |rt repre-
sents God’S Kln% om, With
Jesus Chrlst rull g as ng
—Revelats OB 12.1-5, The Je-
rusalem Bible.

TWho, therefare, is the

“seed,” or offspring, of the
woman5 Tenhoneld at, Gege-
sis 3:15, that will_bruise Sa-
tan “in"the head thus V-
ing him a deathblow? It is he
one whom God sent from heav-
en to be born miraculously of a virgin
the man Jesus. FMatthew 1:18-23: John 6
38) Chapter 12 of Revelation reveals that as
aresurrected heavenly Ruler, this Seed, Je-
sus Chrst, would take the lead in the con-
quest of Satan and would establish, as Rev-
elation 12:10 sat(s “the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ.”

8This Kingdom in the hands of Jesus
Christ Is thus a new thing that God provid-
ed for in connection with his original pur-
pose for humans to enjoy everlasting life on
earth. After Satan’s rebellion, Jehovah im-
mediately acted to undo all the bad conse-
yences Of wickedness by means of this new

Ingdom %overnment hen on earth Jesus
revéaled that he would not be alone in this
?overnment Luke 22:28-30) Others were
0 be selected from among humankind, and
these would | Aom him in Reaven to share In
ruling, and thus they would come to consti-

) What new thing did God rovide in con-
nec(tlon whtth heIS orhtg ﬁap urpose Eb Who con-
stitute God’s new govern

Jes,

tute a sub3|d|ar% Epart of the woman’s seed.
(Galatians 3:16, 29) [n the Bible the number
of these coruers Wlth Jesus—all taken from
among sinful humankmd on earth—is giv-
en as 144,000.—Revelation 14:1-3,
9 Beforethat, Km%dom could begin to rule,

however, It wasvna that the primary part
of the seed, Jesus Christ, appear on earth
Why? Because he had been' appointed by
Jehovah God as the One “to break up [of,
undo% the works of the Devil.” (1 Jonn 3:8)
Among the works of Satan was his inducing
Adam’to sin, which brought the condemna-
tion of sin and death upon all of Adam’s
0 sprmp (Romans 5;12 Jesus undid this
Work he DeV|Ib |vm H|s |fe asaran
f row e a basis for the re-
ease o uma rom_ condemnation to
sin and death and opened the way to ever-
lasting life.—Matthew 20:28; Romans 3:24;
Ephe5|ans L7,

Sr%ew o Sec CRBE e Tk o
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What the Ransom Accomolrshes

DSince the life of Jesus was transferred
from heaven to the womb of a woman, he was
horn a perfect human untainted byt e sin
from Adam ad the otentra of | wrnP
forever on earth Srmrar A amwas crea
ed as a perfect human wrth grospects of en-
{oyrng everlasting Iife on earth, The apos-
lé Paul had in mind the similarity between
these two men when he wrote: *The first
man Adam ecamealrvrng soul.” The last

Adam [Jesus Christ]. became a life-qi vrng
sp |r|t he frrst man |s out of the earfn an
ma e of dust: the second man is out of heav-
en.’—1 Corinthians 15:45, 47,

FThe srmrlarrty between these two—the
only two perfect'men to have walked the
e —rs underscored bg the Bible’s dec-
aration that Jesys * qav himself a corre
sponding ransom for all.” |moth%/ 3
whom drd Jesus corres ond? Why, to Adam
wh en he was still da erfect man| The first
Adam’s sin resulted in the condemnation to
death of the whole human family, The sacri-
fice of “the last Adam” provides he basis for
deliverance from sin and death, so that we
can ||ve forever. How precious Jesus sacri-
fice is! The aposte Peter noted:; “It was not
with corruptible hrnIgs wrth silver or 9old
that you were delivered.” Rather, Peter ex-
Plamed It was with precious bIood like
hat of an uanerushe and soot ess lamb,
even Christ’s."—1 Peter 1
]2The Bible beautrfuII}/ dgscrrbes the waw
thatt e condemnatron 0 degth o“te
man family will eun one saying: “Through
one tres ass [Adam %t e resu to.men of

sort was condemnation, likewise also
through one act of Justrfrcatron [Jesus” en-

10 How ereJ sus dam similar?
z W at ect m and Jesys have on
kind? How we View Jesus’ sac-

12 How does the Bible dﬁscrrbe the undoing of
our condemnation to death?
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trre course of mte?nty culmmatrng In_his

ath]. the result To men of all sorts is a
decIarrnﬁ of them righteous for life. For
just as through the diSobedience of the one
man [Adam] many were constrtuted srnners
likewise als throu% the ob % ience of the
one oerson Jesus] many erI e constituted
righteous —Roman3518

A Glorious Pro spect

]3Th|s provision of God should make us so
happy! Are you not thrilled that a Savior has
been'provided? When asked, “Does the pros-
pect of living forever appeal to you?” in a
survey once conducted by a newspager Ina
major American city, a surprising 67.4 per-
cent of the respondents answered, “No.”
Why did they sa thitt they did notwant t0
live“forever? Evi entybec use Iife on earth
IS now associated with so manY problems.
One person said: “| don’t relish the thought
of looking 200 years old

UYet, the Bible is not taIkrngI about Irvrng
forever jn a world where people suffey dis-
ease old age. and other trage les. No, for as
Ruler of God’s Kingdom, Jesus will ungo all
such Boroblems caused b Satan According to

ible Gods Kingdom “will crush and

PUt an end to all” ogpressrve governments of
his worId (Daniel 44) At that time, in an-
swer to the prayer esus taught his foIIow
ers, God’s “will™ s to “ edone one rth as |t
IS ] heaven (Matthew 6 af){ -
glrs ersrone)InGodsnewwor er the
arth_has been cleansed of all badness the
benefits of Jesus’ ransom will b g lied ful-
ly. Yes, all who qualify will be restored to
perfect health!

HTopeople living in God's new world, this

3 Why do many feel as they do about living
ététreWhy will living forever be a complete plea-
1b, (lig What conditions will exist in God’s new
world



Bible passage will have an application; “Let
his flesh become fresher than In youth; let
him return to the da)As of his youthful vrq
or.” (Job 33:25) Another_ Bible promise will
also have a fqurIIment “The eyes of the blind
ones will be_ opened, and the very ears of the
deat ones will be unstopped. At that time the
lame one will climb up gust as a stag_(oes,
and the tongue of the spéechless one Will cry
out in gladness.”—lsaiah 35:5, .

BJust think: Regardless of our physical
age then, whether we are 80,800, or even old-
e, our bodres will remarn In radiant health,

Itwr be as th eBrme /Bromrses “No resident
vg(re vr?ﬁY | am sick,"” Atthat time this prom-
|

also be fulfilled: “[eGod; will wrﬂe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will
be no more, nerther will mournrng nor out-
cry nor pain be anymore. The former things
tﬁvg passed away."—Isaiah 33:24; Revelation

]7In ‘that new world, we erI be able to
use our magnificent brain rn th e way our
Creator mednt us to when he W%ned It
with unIrmrted Iearnmd capacity. Why, just
rmagmet emarve 0us rn S vie might ac-
complish! Even imperfect h umans have pro-
duced from the storehouse of elements in
the earth everything we see around us—cel-
|ular phones, microphones, watches, paders
computers, airplanes, yes, name an
None of them were made from materils they
brought from a faraway place in the uni-
verse. With endless life before us, the poten-
tial for creative achievement in the comrn%
earthlg Paradise will be limitless!—Isaia

BAnd life will not be boring. Even now
we look forward to our next meal, although
we may have eaten tens of thousands of

17. What 8c%pmﬁlrshmenés might we expect of
peo ple in God’s new worl
w% I\éVhy will life never be boring in God’s new

meals. Inhuman perfectron we will enjoy to
a heightened degree the delicious produce
of the Paradise €arth. Fsarah 25:6) And we
will have the eternal pleasure of caring for
earth s abundant animal life and enjoying its
spectacular supsets, mountains, rivers, ‘and
valleys. Truly, life will never become monot-
onous 1n God’s new worldi—Psalm 145:16.

Megting God’s Requirements

DWould you expect to, receive God’s qrand
gift of everlasting life in Paradise without
any effort on your part? Is it not reasonable
that God would require something? Surely it
Is, God does not, in effect, just’throw the
grft at us. He extends it to'us, but we must
each out and take it. Yes, effort is involved,
You may ask the very questron that the rich
Young ruler asked Jesus: “What good must

do i order to get everlasting life?” Or You
may frame the questron the way a Ph
pian | arIer did to the ahoste Paul: “What
must do to get saved?” —Matthew 19 16;
Acts 16:30,

D0n the night before his death, Jesus
showed basrc requrrement Whgn he said in
prayer to his heavenly Father: “This means
everlastmg Irfe their taking in knowledge
of you, the only true God, and of the one
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ. tJohn
17:3) Is'1f not a reasonable requirement that
we take in knowledge of Jehovah, who made
everlastm% lite possible, and knowledge of
the one who, died for us, Jesus Christ? Yeh
more rs requrred than simply taking in suc
knowledg
The Erble als]o sag/ S “He thalt exgrc Ises
faith In the Son has everlasting_life. T en
It adds “He that disobeys the Son will not
19, Wh%rs It reasonable. to belreve thatt ere are
requrre ents for recervritngo 'S
TI% IS an essential require ent or ever-
astrng

How do me show that we are meeting the re-
quirement of exercising faith?
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see life. but the wrath of God remains upon
him.” {John 3:36) You can show that you
are exercising fajth in the Son by making
changes n your life and bringing It into har-
prt o s will. You must reg]ect any
Wro gcourset at you may have been follow-
Ing and take actign to do what is pleasrn%
to"God. You need to do what the apostl
Peter commanded: “Repent, therefore, and
turn around so as to get your sins blotted
out, that seasons of refreshin ma& come
from the person of Jehovah."—Acts 3:19.
2May we never forget that it is only by
exerfrsrn farth In Jesus that we can enjo%
everlasting life #John 0:40; 14:6) We sho
that we exercise faith in Jesus by ‘following
In his, steps closely.” (1 Peter 2. 1 What IS
ncluded In doing’ that? WeII rar}éer to
od, Jesus exclaimed: “Look! i am
to do your will, 0 Gogl.” (Hebrews 10:7) It s
vital to jmitate Jesus in a reern&r tqo do God’s
will ang dedrcatrndyour Ife to Jenovah. Af-
terw% ou need 0 symbolize that dedica-
tion Y ater baptism; Jesus 0o presented
himself for baptism. (Luke 3:21, 22) Tak-
Ing such steps is completely reasonable. The
apostle Paul noted that "tffe love the Christ
has compels us,” (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15) In
what way? Well, love movedJesus to give his
life in our behalf. Should that not compel us
{0 resBo nd b exercrsrn? faith in him? Yes,
it sholld cormpel us to follow his Joving ex-
ample of grvrn% of himself n heIprn? oth-
ers. Christ lived for doing the will of God:
we must do likewise, no’longer living for
ourselves.
23That IS not the end of the matter. The
Bible say sthat When 00 were apfized ot
Pgntec st ey Were added.” Ado-
to what? “They continued devoting them-

22, Whgﬁt actions are included in following in Je-
0.what must those who receive |ife
%de@ ahat l|Js requrrevg of those !n th)
rrstra eongregatron
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ﬁlves to the teachrng of the apo( stles and 0
aring with one ano her,’ eexoarns
At '41,42) Yes, they met together for Bj
estudoy nd assoclat] nan thusw%re adad-
r became a part of, the C rrstran
con regatron Earl¥ hrrstrans regularl
tene meetr or S rrrtu struc
eb rew % ova nesses to
50 dot rs andt ey WOU like tQ encou
age you to attend these meetrn swith them,
Mrl lons r}ow are foIIoerd the cramped
roa leading to life tayrrlwont scrampe
road takes real effort! (S atthew 7:13, 14
Pau indicated this In.his warm earted a
P Fr htt efrne fight ofthe farth eta
irm hol ont ever sting lire
ouwre called. uttrng [ot is |gt
eee geta rrm hol the real Irﬁ
Timot g life is not f
resentlrf ofaches nd arns and su errn
rouR tugon ush sin. ;ﬂ er, |t
Ife 1n God’s new or which wi soon be
e W“Sé‘hacd‘%?“tttt‘étt Sfopiee
Godpd and Hrs Son after thrs system of thrnﬁ
IS removed. May all of Us chogse life—'t
real life"—everfasting life in God's gIorrous
new world.

24 WBat IS thg real life,” and how and when
will 1t be realized?

How Would You Answer?

O Who are the serpent, the woman,
and the seed of Genesis 3:15?

O How did Jesus correspond to Adam,
and what did the ransom make
possible?

O What can you look forward to
that will make God's new world so
enjoyable for you?

O What requirements do we need to
meet to live in God's new world?



Do You Show

YOURSELF

THANKFUL?

AT A MISSIONARY HOME IN WEST AFRICA,
THERE ONCE LIVED A WATCHDOG NAMED TEDDY.

When someone threw Teddy a piece of
VEAT, HE SWALLOWED IT IMVEDIATELY, WITH-
OUT SAVORING, WITHOUT CHEWING. PANTING

UNDER THE TROPICAL SUN, HE WAITED FOR THE
NEXT MORSEL TO BE TOSSED HIS WAY. WHEN
THE MEAT WAS GONE, HE TURNED AND

WENT ON HIS WAY.

Teddy never expressed the

Vv 0SIGHTEST GRATITUDE FOR WHAT

But A
JUST A DOG.

AS TP glratn%de, we often expect more
of fellow inans than we do of anj-
JL JLmai. Usua Y]ve eﬁe dlsapipomtf_ .
M%W geogesnatc W att_e%/ can from. life
and ook for more, This t00 Is hot surprising.
The Bible foretolﬂ rlhat In the Ia%t days, mén
would be unthankful.—2 Timotny 31, 2
However, servants of God have a differ-
nt spirit Thea/ ta etoheart%ecoHnse
| ea o§‘t|% Padl, who admonis ted fellow be-
Jeve 331§ ow yourselves thankful."—Colos-

Jehovah Shows Himself Thankful
. Jehovah God sets the perfect example
in showing appreciation. Consider how'he

of

HE RECEIVED. NO ONE EXPECTED HIM TO. HE WAS, AFTER ALL,

views his faithful servants. Paul, under in-
spiration, wrote to Hebrew Christians: “God
IS not unrighteous o as to forqﬁe_t your work
and the love you, showed for his’ name, in
that you have ministered to the holy ones
and continue ministering.”—Hebrews 6:10.

.Examples of Jehovah's appreciation for
his faithful servants abound. He blessed
Abraham by multiplying his literal off-
spring, so thiat they became “like the stars
of the heavens and like the grains of sand
that are on the seashore. g enesis 22:17)
In appreciation for Job's faithfulness under
trial, Jehovah not only restored Job’s great
wealth but also gave' in “double amount.”
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SJob 42:10) Jehovah’s dealings with humans
hroughout the millenniurs have proved
the truthfulness of the statement: “As re-
ards Jehovah, his eyes are rovrn? about

rough all the earth’to show his s ren? th
in behalf of those whose heart is complete
toward him."—2 Chronicles 16:9.

God’s appreciation for and inclination to
reward those who seek to do his erl are
primary features of his personality. ecog
nition of this is central to Christian fait
Paul wrote: “Without faith it is impossible
to please him well, for he that approaches
God must believe . . . that he becomes the

rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.”

—Hebrews 11.6.

If Jehovah instead manifested a harsh,
critical sprrrt all of us would be condemned.
The |psa Imist made this Pornt long ago: “If
errors were what you watch, 0 Jalil, 0"Jeho-
vah, who could stand?” (Psalm 130:3) Jeho-
vah is neither unappreciative_nor critical.
He cherishes those who serve him. He shows
himself thankful.

Jesus—A Deeply ApPrecratrve Person
Reflecting perféctly the qualities of his
heavenly Father, Jesus Christ showed hrm
self thankful for the thrn%s others did in
faith. Consider what oncé took place af
the temple in Jerusalem: “Now as [Jesus]
looked Up he saw the rich dro prn their
gifts into the treasury chests. e saw
a certarn needy wrdow drop two smaII coing
erg little ‘value there, and he said:
teI u truthfully, This widow, although
IQ_oor dropped In more than they all did.
or all these dropped in gifts ou of their
surplus, but this woman out of her want
drorlrjrlr(eed T flrlrthe means of living she had.™
From & monetarY point of view, the con-
tribution was small, especially when com-
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pared with those of the rich people. Most
of those present would hardly have noticed
her. Yet, Jesus did see that widow. He dis-
cerned her_circumstances. Jesus saw her
and apFrecrated her,

Another incident involved awealthy wom
an, Mary. As Jesus was reclrnrng at a meal
she poured very expensrve per ume d ol
upon Jesus feet and upon his head. Somg
crrtrcrzed her action, reasonrng that the ol
could have been sold and the” money used
to help the ooor How did Jesus resoond7
He said: “Let her alone. Wg 0 you tr
make trouble for her? She did a frne eed
toward me. Truly Isaz to.you, Wherever
the rIrood News is preac ed |n aI| the world,
what this woman did shall also be toId s
a remembrance of her."—Mark 14:3-6, 9;
John 1233,

Jesus did not critically bemoan that the

recious oi had not been’put to another use.

e apprecrated the H}enerous expression of
Mary’s love and The incident i re-
corded inthe Brble as a remembrance of her
fine deed. These accounts and others show
that Jesus was a deeply appreciative man.

If you are a servant of God, you can
be sure that both Jehovah God and Jesus
Christ deeply appreciate your efforts to pro-
mote rr)]ure worship, Such knowledge draws
us to them and motivates us to imitate them
by proving ourselves thankful.

Satan’s Critical Spirit

Now let us consider an example of one
who does not show himself thankful—Satan
the Devil. Satan’s lack of gppreciation con-
tributed to his spearheading a disastrous
rebellion against God,

Having nurtured a critical spirit of dis-
content 'in himself, Satan hegan to sow
it in others. Consider events in the gar-



Jesus expressed
appreciation for Mary's
fine deed

den of Eden. Jehovah had
created the first man and
woman, had put them in
aparadlsa|c garden and

ad told them: “From
every tree of the argden
You may eat to satisfac-

jon.” There was but one
restriction. God said: “As
for the tree of the knowl-
edge of qood and bad you
must not eat from it, for
In the day you eat from it
you will”positively die.”
—(enesis 2:16,17.

Soon however Satan
chal engi Jehovah s
cred|b|l iy. In part,
wanted to make Eve so ungrateful to Je-
hovah that she would be moved to rebel
against him, even as Satan himself had re-
bélled. “Is it really so that God said you
must not eat front every tree of the oar
den?” Satan asked. (Geriesis 3:1) The clear
implication was that God was holding back
somethln? precious from Eve, something
that would open her eyes and make her
like God himself. Instead of showing her-
self thankful for the many bIessmgs Jeho-
vah had showered upon her, Eve e 3qan to
crave what was forbldden —Genesis

The disastrous consequences are well-
known. Though given the name Eve “be-
cause she had to. become the mother of
everyone I|vmﬁ in another sense she be-
came the mother of everyone dying. From
Adam all humans have tnherited the sin

that produces death.—Genesis 3:20; Ro-

mans 5
Imltate God and Christ
Consider the contrast between Satan and
Jesus. Satan 1s descrined as “the accuser of
our brothers ... who accuses them dag and
night before our ‘God.” (Revelation 12:10) Je
Sus Is “able ehsoto save com Iete]l those who
are. apnroac Ing God thro ? m, because
he IS awasys alive to plead for them.”—He-
brews 7
Satan accuses se vants of Goﬂ Je u P
rematest em an Ipea s on thelr
s |m|tators of Christ, Christians shoud
strive o ookfor the rgood in one another, aro
Erematmﬂ and valuing one another. In d m%
0, the owthemselves thankful to the on
Wwho Sets the supreme example In affrema-
tion, Jehovah God.—1 Corinthians
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How to Recognize

and Overcome

Any Spiritual Weakness

ACCORDING TO GREEK MYTHOLOGY, ACHILLES WAS THE BRAVEST OF
the Greek warriors in the Trojan War, a campaign against the city of Troy.
Legend says that when Achilles was an infant, his mother dipped him in
the waters of the River Styx, thus making him invulnerable except for

where his mother held onto him— the proverbial Achilles' heel. That was
precisely where the fatal arrow, shot by Paris, son of King Priam of Troy,

struck and killed Achilles.

Christians are_ soldiers, of
Chrlst en?aged in a spiri-
tua war are. (2 Tim-

g/23 We ave a

stlln? ains
t e apost PauI not

t

ge %ut ag alnst the
overnments agamst the
auth0r|t|es afainst the
world rulers of this dark-
ness, against the wicked
spirit forces in the heaven-
y places.” Yes, o%r enemies
are none other than Satan
the Devil and the demons.

—Ephesians 6:12.

Obwous 3/ th|% would
be a one-sided f
were It not for t h
help we recelve
fro Jehova

son of war.” (Exodus, 15:3

To prote
selves against our vicious

0€s, We are given

who has been (?escrlbed ?S “a manlt ger-
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a spiritual suit of armor. That is
why the apostle urged: “Put on the
complete suif of armor from
God that ¥ou may be able
to stand Tirm against the
machlnatlonso the Dev-
—Ephesians 6:11.
Thesunofarmor r0-
vided_by J ehovah od
|s W|thout a oubt of
th e finest q[ua ity, ca-
pa eofw standm
any kind of splrltu
al assault Just Iook
at the | tt ?
gave: girale 0 trueh
breast Iate of r|9
teousn ss footg ea

shleQd of n*alt argl

met of va jon, an

swor t e sglrl

%t finer equuoment could one hop for?
such a suit of armor on, a Chris-

t|an soldier has every opportumfy to come

Achilles: From t h b 0k Great Men and Famous Women; Roman soldiers and page 21:
istoric Cos Pic lres/DDVEI’ Publications, Inc., New York



out victarious, in s ite of formidable odds.
—Ephesians 6:13
Even thou%h the spiritual suit of armor
from Jehovah is of the finest quality and
|sasource of seeurrty for us, we must not
ﬂ ke th mgs for o/ran %? Bearrng In_mind
esur%po edly invinciole Achilles, is it pos-
sible that we; too matf have a weak spot, a

spiritual Achilles' heel? That could prove fa-
tal if we are caught unawares.

Examine Your Spiritual Armor
" rAtwc()) trgtseao |rt; golrt]t trr)redahsst (r:ge ggﬁ
who w | |
dition, suddenlD collage rP tﬂeg during a
practrce sessron Shortly thereafter ﬁ sober
Hece of news was reported In The New
|meﬁ “Half of the 600,000 Amerrcans

o have heart attacks each year have ng
symRtoms beforehand.” Clearly,
our health cannot be determined simply by
howwe feel,

l IS the same when It comes to our sprn-
tya WeII belng The Bible's aavice 1s:
nim that th mks”he IS standrng beware that
he does not fall. lConnthralelZ‘) ven

? o< sprrrtua armor Is the be% avall-

ewea ness can develop. T |s IS Decause
we are born In sin, and our sinful and im-
Eerfect nature can easrlg OVErpower our re-
olve to do God's will. (Psalm '51:5) Despite
our 8ood |ntent|onfs our treacherus neart
can_ teceive us by abrrcatrng specrous rea-
fo ings or eécuses so that we eas| \}/ over-
00k OUr wea ness and detierve ourse esrnto
thrnkrng that all 15 well—Jeremiah 1
Romans 7:21-23.

In ad?rtron] we live in aworlt? inwhic the
sense of right and wrong Is often con used
and distorted. Whether somethrng/ IS right
orvvrong may be determined by how the per-
son feels. This kind ofthrnkrng IS promoted
In a vertrsements 80 ular entertainment,
an the media. tI) g I e.are not care-
ul, we can be lulled into thinking that way,

the state of

a(nr\tN ga spiritual suit of armor may begin
Rather than fthn Into such a dan er-
HS srtuatron we sh uld heed the Brbes
%vr ee testrn et er you are
t art rovr w hat gor\rl\)/ rselves
%rm ansle NWe Qo S0, We
he a eto(?potan eaknesses that may
ave evelope nd take the necessa Oy steps
tore'oarrt m eoreourenemressp tem
and launch their attack. How, though, do we
oa outmakrn%schtatest What are sor]t
xmrﬁlggnuso\rr]ve snould watch for In this self-

Recognizing the Symptoms

One common sym tom that ma indicate
spiritua wegknes sasac Pfrn our
?ersog al styay habits Sonhe that the
hould study more but just cannt
eem tq get aroun to it. With today's busy
|fe It |?]eas to fal |nto such a %d srtua
tion, W atr WOrse, NOWever, IS t tgeo
ple often rationalize that they are not doing

"KEEP TESTING WHETHER YOU
ARE IN THE FAITH,
KEEP PROVING WHAT YOU
YOURSELVES ARE."

- 2 Corinthians 13:5.

S0 bad, since the re d Bible puBlrcatrons
whenever they. ca an they are anle to get
to §orn]e Christian meetrn s]c oo
uch reasoning is a form of self-deception.
e o R e K
érags a hite Here and therr)% gs he gashes
one thing to another. T o %
not suffer fro starvatron healtfi problems
may set |n sooner or later. S |m|a¥ witn-
o ut' a stead J’ Intake of Founshrn Iritual
ood, we could soon develop weak spots in our
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ASK YOURSELF. ..

+ Am | as eager to spend time preparing for
meetings as | am to shop or watch TV?

+ Do | envy the so-called good life that
others are leading?

+ Am | easily irritated when others do or
say something not to my liking?

+ Do I find counsel hard to accept, or do |
feel that others are always picking on me?

+ Do I find it difficult to get along with
others?

+ Have my standards been brought down
along with the world's?

+ Do I have specific spiritual goals?

+ What am | doing to reach my spiritual
goals?

splrltual armor Being constantIP/ bombard-

Xwor ly ropa%an a and attitudes, we
%oul easily ‘succumd to Satan’s deadly at-
acks.

Another symptom of spiritual weakness i |s
loss of the sense of urgenCY In our splrltua
warfare. A sold |er|npeace medoesnot eel
the tension and danger of battle. He ma
thus feel no ur%ency t0 be ready. If he is sud-
denly called into action, he ma){ well be un-
prepared. It is the same spirl uaIIy If we
allow our sense of urgency to SIP We can
become ungrepared to'fend off attacks that
May come our way

How, though, can we tell if we have fall-
en nto this”situation? We could ask our-
selves some questions that may reveal the
real state of affairs: Am | as eager to enga
In the m|n|?try as | am {0 go on an outlng
Am | as wil mg 0 spend tlmeg ewar|n%or
meetings as | am to sh og or watc
have second thoughts about pursuits or op-
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Eortunltles that | gave up whep | became a
nristian? Do | envy the_so-called good ife
that qthers are leading? These are séarching
questions, but they are helpful in spotting
ang weakness in our spiritual suit of armor.

Ince the protective armor we have is spir-
itual, it is essential that God’s spirit flow
freely in our life. This Is reflected In the de
gree_to which the fruitage of God’s spirit_Is
manifest in all our activities. Are you easily
Irritated or even upset when others do or say
somethlng not to your liking? Do you find
counse ard 0 accegt or g0 you feel that
others areawasP King on ou? Are you
deeply envious Of other peo Ies blessin s or
accorplishments? Do you find it difficult to
gent alé)rqgs}/v;th otherrg1 Seg eC|aII oug tgegse

isal will fiefp
If Qur In?e IS fille E\nth the fruna e of God’s
spirit or if the works of the flesh"are |n3|d|
ously making their aggearance —Galatians
5:22-26; Ephesians 4;



"BE VIGILANT WITH A VIEW TO PRAYERS.

ABOVE ALL THINGS,

HAVE INTENSE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER,

BECAUSE LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS."
— 1 Peter 4:7, 8.

Posifive Steps t
QOvercome §p|r|§ueﬁ S\/\/%akness

Itis one thmgkto recotgmze the symRtoms
of spiritual wedkness; If'is quite another to
face them and take steps to correct matters,
Regrettably, many tend to make excuses, to
rationalize, to minimize the problem, or to
deny that it exists, How _dangero,us fhat i
—like going to battle wearing a suit of armor
with nissing pieces! Such a course would lay
us wide open tq Satan’s attack. Rather, we
should take positive steps quickly to correct
an& defects we may notice. What canwe do?
—Romans 8:13; James 1:22-25,

Bem? engaged in spiritual warfare—a bat-
tle that inCludes control of the Christian’s
mind and hearf—we must do all we can to
safequard our faculties. Recall that among
the Dieces of our spiritual armor are “thé
breastplate of righteousness,” which pro-
tects our heart, and “the helmet of salva-

tion,” which protects our mind.
Learning to use these pro-
vision$ effectively can
mean the difference
between victory and
defeat.—Ephesians
6:14-17; Proverbs 4

23 Romans 12:2,
Wearing “the hreast-
plate of fighteousness”
proRerIy requires that we
_ constantly check ourselves regard-
ing our love of nghteousness and hatred
of lawlessness. (Psalm 45:7; 97:10; Amos b:
15) Have_our standards heen brought down
along with the world’s? Do we_how find
entertaining—whether in real life or por-

trayed on TVand movie screens, in hooks and
magazmes—thmgs which once might have
shocked or offended us? Love of righteous-
ness will h?l S fo see that what |s_gl_or|f_|ed
In the world as freedom and sophistication
may realg be promiscuity and conceit in dis-
guise.—Romans 13:13,14: Titus 2:12,
" Putting on “the helmet of salvation”
involves keeping vividly in mind
the marvelous blessings ahead,
not aIIowm% ourselvés to be
sidetracked ythe glitter and
glamour of the world. (He-
prews 12:2,3: 1John 2:16) Hav-
Ing this outlook will heIR us to
put spiritual interests anead of
material gain or personal advantage. (Mat-
thew 6:33) Thus, to be sure that we have this
R|ece of armor properlwn place, we must
nonestly ask ourselves: What am | pursuing
in life? Do | have specific spiritual Hoals.
What am | doing to reach them? Whether of
the remaining anointed Christians or of the
multitudjnoys g_reat crowd,” we should im-
Itate Paul, who said: “I donot et consider my-
selfas having laid hold on it; but there is one
thing about it: Forgetting the things behing
and Stretching forward t0 the thmgis ahead,
| am pursuing down toward the goal.—Reve-
lation 7:9; Philippians 3;13,14. ~ ,
Paul’s description of our spirjtual suit
of armor confludes with this agmonition:
“With evep/ orm of prayer an supPllca-
tlo_n,You carry on prayer on every occaslon In
spirit. And t0 that end keep awake with all
constancy and with sug)pllca_tlon In behalf
of all thé holy ones.” (Ephesians 6:18) This
indicates two positive steps we can take to
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overcome or g gvent an sorrrtual weakness

Develop a g od relationship with God, and
form a close bond with fellow Christians.

When we have the habit of turning to Jeho-
vah with prayers.of “every form” (Confession
of our sins, petrtron for forgrveness request
for_quidance, thanksgivin blessings,
praises from ‘the heart) an on every occa
sion” (publicly, privately, personally, Sponta-
neously), we gain an intimacy withi Jehovah.
That 15 the greatest protection we can have,

—Romans 8'31; James 4:7, 8,

On the other hand, we are admonished to

v n behalf of all the hc\)/\y ones,” that

or our fellow Christians. We may in our
pra ers remember our spiritual bro hers, in
distant lands who are suffering Bersecutron
or other har%shrps But what about Chris
tians with whom we work and agsoclate day
after day It IS proper to pray In their be-
half also even as Jesus prayed for his disci-
. (John 17:9: James 5:16) Such prayers
draw Us cIose todether and strengthen Us to
withstand the_attacks of “the wicked one.
—2 Thessalonians 3:1-3.

Finally, keep firmly in_mind_the agos
tle PetersIovrng admonition: “The end of
all thrngs has Qrawn close. Be sound. in
mrnd theref ore and be vr Ilant with a view

gragers bove all thi gs have intense
Iov r one another, because love covers

In Our Next Issue
Everyone Will Be Free
"Let the Reader Use Discernment"

Be Vigilant and Be Diligent!
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a muItrtude of sins.” (1 Peter 4.7, 8) 1t is
50 easy to let human impe lrfectrons—other
eop s our own—work their way Into
our efarts a[r minds and become ob% acLes
stumb Ebocks Satan well knows this hu-
man weakness. Divide and conguer is one, of
his wily tactics. We must, therefore, be quick
t0 COVEr over such sing with intense love for
one another and nat “allow place for the Dev-
il."—Ephesians 4:25-27.

Keep Sprrrtually Strong Now

W en vou notice th at your hair is out of

ace or that your necktie is crooked, what

vou do? You most IrkeI strarghten thrnq
as soon as possible."Few people would
srm ply Jeave them alone, feeIrn? that such
ph srcal anomalies do not matter. Let s
re dJust as ﬂurc when it cbomes {0
our spiritual wea nesss Physical blemish-
es may invite peoTp e’sd rsapprovrnog ances,
but spiritual “defects that ‘are |e¥t” uncor-
rected can result in Jehovah’s disapproval.

—1 Samuel 16:7.

Jehovah has lovingly given us all that
We nee to e us foot out an spiritual
weakness and. to keep spiritual ystr ng By
means ofChrrstran meetrn?s Bible publica-
tions, %n mature and car ? ellow Chris-
tians, he provides constant reminders and
pointers as to what we must do It1s up to
s 10 accegt and apply them. T ftakes ef-
fort ands If-disci Irne ért re%al what the
apostle Paul honestl sar ewa
running is otuncer ainly v{)g/ arn dr
rectrno my blows I s? as not Ao (” d o
tea| h puntme my bo
asasavet t aterlhave reac ed to oth-
ers, | myself should not b ec e rsapprove
somehow.—1 Corinthians 9

Be alert, and never aIIow a sprrrtual
Achilles” heel fo develop. Rather, hum
and couracgeousla/ let us dowhat Is necessar
now to recognizé and overcome any spiritu-
al weakness that we have.
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE COLLEGIANTS?
This tiny 17th-century Dutch religious group was different
FROM THE ESTABLISHED CHURCHES OF THAT TIME. HOW SO, AND WHAT CAN
WE LEARN FROM THEM? TO FIND OUT, LET US TRAVEL BACK IN TIME.

N 1587, Jacobus Armlnlus gor Jacob
Harmensen) arrived In th ¥
Amsterdam. He had no trouble find-

mg employment, for his resume was im- bein
he was, grad- ouf

préssive. At the age of 21,
uated from Holland’s Leiden Unjversity.
After that, he spent six years In Swit-
zerlang, studymg theology under Theo-
dore de Beze, the successor to Protes-
tant Reformer John Calvin. No wonder
that Protestants in Amsterdam were
pleased to appoint 27-year-old Arminius
as one of thelr pastors| A few years lat-
er, tougn many curc me Ders re-
gretted their ch0|ce Why?

The Predestination Issue
Soon after Arminius stepped into the
pulpit, tension arose among Amster-
dams Protestants ﬁbout the d?ctrme
predestmatlon This doctrme ormed
the core of Calvinism, but som% church
members felt that a God who had pre-

Background: Courtesy of the American Bible Society Library, New York

destlned salvation for some and damna-
tion for others was harsh and unjust.
The Calvinists ex ected thiat Arminius,

a pupil of Beze, would straighten
e djssenters, However, Arm|n|us
sided with the dissenters instead, t
the consternation of the Calvinists. B
1593 the dls?ute had grown so heate
that it split the city’s Protestants into
two groups—those who supported the
doctrine and those who rejected it, the
moderates.

Within a few years this IocaI dis-
Pute tyrned into “a na ionwid e Protes-
ﬁnt schism. Flna||¥ ove ber 16 %

esltra%etswasst Py t e arvmvn and
tﬁ)ch op Inion sumrh/oned theyd|35|
dents then called Remonstrants*) to a

*In 1610 e d|33|dents had sent a forr}tal re-
monstr nce ent]s a A{]ﬁ reasons fo Oé)
‘} e utc rulers. Affer that act, they

osition 8
ere called Remonstrants.



natronal council, the Protestant Prnod of
Dordrecht. At the end of the meefin
Remonstrant ministers were given a chorce
Sign a pledge never to preach"again, or
ledve the country. Most chose exile.
Strrct Calvrnrss occupied the

ﬁrts that the Remonstrant
mr Isters had left. Calvinism

had triumphed—or so the
synod hoped.

B0, 0 o

ere eIsewhere the Re-
monstrant congregation in
the vrIIa(]re of. Warmond, near
Leiden, Tost its pastor. Unlike
elsewhere, however, the congre-
gation did not accept the syriod-
approved replacement. Moreover,
when a Remonstrant minister risked his life
to return to Warmond in 1620 to care for the
congregatron some congregatron members
rejecte him aswel T eSe members had be-
%un holding their rer lous meetrn S in Se-

ret without the help of any cer% an. Lat-
er, these meetin swere caIIed 0lleges and
those attendrn% ollegiants.

Though the oIIegrants arose more out of
crrcums ance than out of principle, that sit-
uation soon changed. Congrega lon member
Gijsbert van der Kodde argued that by meet-
ing without clerical supervrsron thé Proup
ES conformrnﬁ more c oser to the Brb eand
to th ewar{o the ear g hristiang than were
hhe estap éhed churches, The clerg 3/ class

e said, had been invented after the eat h of
the apostles to create jobs for men unwilling
to learn atrade.

In 1621 Van der Kodde and like- mrnded
members moved their m etings tothe neigh
boring village of Rijnsburg.* Some ye s

*Be u is location, the Collegiants were
also calle dS ??unshurgers ’
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Rembrandt van Rijn

later, when religious persecution had giv-
en way to_ tolerance, the reputation” of
the Colle%rants meetings spread through-
the country and attracted "hirds

different feathers,” hrsto

rran Siegfried ZrIverber put
It, Thefe were Remonstrants
Mennonites, Socinjans, and
even theolograns Some were
farmers. Others, were poets
Prrnters phﬁsrcrans and
radesmen. The philosopher

Sp moza Benedrctus de Spi-
noza and the pedagogue o
hann’Amos Comenius (or, Jan
Komensky), as wel| as the fa-
mous pairter Rembrandt van
Rijn, sy pathized with the move-
ment. The different ideas that
these pious people brought with
them influenced the development of Colie-

giant beliefs.

After 1640 this dynamic group grew rap-
idly. Colleges sprang up in Rotterdam, Am-
sterdam, ['eeuwarden, and other cities. Pro-
fessor of history Andrew C. Fix notes that
between the years 1650 and 1700, “the Col-
legiants . . . grew into one of the most im-
portant and influential reli Ggrous forces in

seventeenth-century Hollan

The Collegiants’ Beliefs

Since reason, tolerance, and free speech
were the hallmarks of the Collegiant move-
ment, individual Collegiants wére free to
hold different beliefs. Still, they were bound
together by some common convictions, For
example, all Collegiants_appreciated_the
importance of personal Bible study. Each
member, wrote one Collegiant, should “
vestrqate for himself and not come to know

d Trom another.” They did. According
to the 19th-century church historian Jaco-
bus C. van Slee, more Bible knowledge was



found among Collegiants than in other reli-
gious groups of the time. Even opponents

praised the Collegrants for their ability to
use the Bible skilltully

The more the Collegiants studied the Bi-
ble, thoudh the more they developed convic-
tions that differed from those held by main-
stream churches. Sources datrn% from the
17th to the 20th century describe some of
their beliefs:

The Early Church. Collegiant and theo-
Iogran Adam Boreel wrote”in 1644 that

when the early church became _involved in
politics at the time of Emperor Constantine,
it broke_its_covenant with Christ and lost
the inspiration of the holy spirit. He added
that as 4 result, false teachings multiplied
and continued until his daX

The Reformation, The 16th-century Ref-
ormation led by Luther, Calvin, and, 0thers
had not ?one ar enough in reforming the
church nstead accor rn? to Ieadrnﬁ Col-

%rant and physician Galenus Abrahamsz
(1022 17062 the Reformation made the
re Igious situation worse by giving rise to
quarreling and hatred. True reform should
change the heart, which the Reformation
failed to do.

The Church and the Clergy. The estab-
lished churches are corruev WorIdIy, and de-
void of divine authority. Whoever takes re-
ligion seriously could dono better than leave
the church to'which he belongs so as not to
become an accessor¥ to its sins. The office
of clergyman, said the Collegiants, is con-
trary 10 the Scriptures and “ifjurious to the
tsprrrtual welfare of the Christian congrega-
jon

Kingdom and Paradise. One of the
founders of the Amsterdam colled Daniel
de Breen (1594-1664), wrote that Christs
Kingdom was not a spiritual kingdom resid-

ing in one’s heart. Teacher Jacob Ostens, a
Collegiant in Rotterdam, said that “the pa-
trrarc s looked forward to earthl dy promis-

" Likewise, Colleqrants awaited the time
when the earth would be transformed into
a paradise.

Trinity, Some Ieadrn? Collegiants, in-
quenced by Socinian beliefs, re ected the
Trrnrtté or instance, Daniel Zwicker
1621 8wrote that any doctrine contrary
to reason such ast e Trinity, was “impos-
sible and false.” In 1694 4 Bible versron
translated by Collegiant Rennrer Rooleeuw
was publishéd. It rendered the Iatterpart
of John 1:1: “And the word was a god
stead of the orthodox rendering: “And the
word was God."#

Weekh{ Meetings
Although the, Collegiants were not all in
accord as 10 beliefs, their. colleges in differ-
ent cities functioned quite similarly. His-
torian Van Slee reports that in the early
days of the Collegiant movement, meetings
wére haral ﬂrepared in advance. The Col-
legiants felt that based on the apostle PauI S
words aboutthe need t0“p rophesP/ "all ma e
members could address the' col ege freely
(1 Corinthians 14:1, 3,26) As a res(lt meet
Ings often lasted far ino the nig ht and
some in attendance fell “fast asleep

L ater, meetings became more organized.
Colleg rantsmetnotonl on Sundas utalso
on wee day evenings. To enable the speak-
er and the congregation to preﬁare in ad-
vance for all the meetrngs of that year, a
printed program listed the Bible vérses to

suct iy dt%vtrﬁt’ern%zectgthg P e

*H tNreuw z HdeerJ 7US
Chrr us ur ver oor &}
ler stam nt 0 r
or Jesus st trans ted rom reek by Reijnier

Roo eeuw
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be considered as well as the speakers’ ini-
tials. After the meeting was opened with
song and prayer, a speaker explained the Bi-
ble Verses. When finished, he asked the men
to express themselves about the topic just
discussed. Then a second speaker showed
the application of the same verses. Prayer
and song closed the meeting, _

Collegiants in the town of Harlingen, in
the province of Friesland, had a novel wa
for keepmﬁ; their meetmgs on schedule,
speaker who talked longer than he was sup-
posed to had to pay a small fine.

National Assemblies
The Collegiants also felt the need for larg-
er gatherings. Thus, startm%m , Colle-
?lants from all_ over the country traveled
Wwice a year (in sPrmg and s,ummer? to

Rijnshurg. These gatherings, writes histori-
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Village of Warmond where
Collegiants first began, and
De Vliet River where baptisms
took place

an Fix, allowed them to become “acquainted
with the ideas, feelings, beliefs, and actiyi-
ties of their brothers trom far and wide.
Some of the VISI'[I[]? Collegiants rent-
ed rogms frona the vi| agers While others
stayed In the Groote HuIS, or qu House, a
mansion_of 30 rooms owned by the Colle-
lants. Communal meals for 60 to 70 ineo-
le were served there. After dinner, visitors
could stroll through the mansion’s sizable
gar_den 0 enﬁ%/ God’s works, a almet conver-
ation, or a moment of contem? ation.
_ Although not all CoIIe%|ants elt that pap-
tism was necessary, ma ¥ did. Thus, bap-
tism became a feature (i the Iargﬁ ?a%
erings. Historian Van Slee sags at’ the
ceremony usuall% took place on ?atur %
morning. Song ahd ra¥ r were followe
a aiscourse onthe need for immersion. The
the speaker invited those adults who want-



ed to be baptized to. make a confession of
faith, such as, “l believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of the living God.” After the dis-
course was closed with prayer, aII_Present
walked to the baptism pool and witnessed
men and women kneeling in the pool, sothat
the water reached their shoulders. The bap-
tizer then slowly pushed the head of the new
believer forward and under the water. Af-
ter the ceremony, all returned to their seats
for another discourse.

On Saturday afternoon_at 5:00 p.m., the
actual meeting began with_a short Bible
reading, sonP, and"prayer. To ensure that
there Was always a speaker on hand, the
colleges of Rottérdam, Leiden, Amsterdam,
and North Holland took turns providing
speakers for each assembly. Sunday morn-
Ing was reserved for the celebration of the
Lord’s SupPer. After a discourse, prayer,
and song, the men and then the women
partook ‘of the bread and the wing. More
discourses followed on Sunday evening, and
on Monday morning everyoné came togeth-
er for the“closing talk. Most talks given at
these conventions, notes Van Slee, were of a
practical nature, stressing application over
explication. )

he village of R_unsbu(r)q was_ pleased to
host these “gatherings. One 18th-century
observer wrote that“the influx of strang-
ers, who consumed quite a bit, %enerated
?ood revenue for the village. In addition, af-
er each convention the Collegiants donat-
ed a sum to Rijnshurg’s poor. The village,
no doupt, felt the loss when those meetmgs
were discontinued in 1787. After that the
Collegiant movement faced away. Why?

Why They Faded Away
By the end of the 17th century, a dispute
had arisen about the role of reason in reli-
gion. Some Collegiants felt that human rea-

soning should take precedence over diving
revelation, but others disagreed. Eventual-
ly, the dispute divided the entire Collegiant
movement. Only after the major (P_ropo_nents
of both sides of the dispute had died did the
Collegiants unite again. Nevertheless, after
this schism the movement “was never again
the same,” notes historian Fix,

Increasm? tolerance within the 18th-
century Profestant churches also contribut-
ed to the Collegiants’ decline. As the Col-
legiant principlés of reason and toleration
became more accepted by society at large,
“the once Ionel% light of Colleq|ant|sm_ IS-
solved into the Dright dawn of the Enlight-
enment.” By the énd of the 18th centlry,
most Collegiants had been absorbed by the
Mennonites and other relgglous qroups.

Since the Coll_eg_lants did not aim for uni-
ty of thought within their movement, there
\vere about as many different views as there
were Collegjants. hey recognized this and,
therefore, did not claim to be “united ... in
the same line of thought,” as the apostle
Paul ur?es Christians to be. (1 Corinthians
1:10) Af'the same time, however, the Colle-
g|ants looked forward to the time when fun-

amental Christian beliefs, such as unity of
thought, would become a reality.

Considering the fact that the true knowl-
edge had not yet become abundant in the
days of the Callegiants, they set an exam-
ple many. rellglons today could note. (Com-

are Daniel 12:4.) Their stres_sm%the need
or Bible studr was in line with the apostl
Paul’s counsel: “Make sure of all things.’
(1 Thessalonians 5:21) Personal Bible stldy
taught Jacobus Arminius and others that
somie long-held religious doctrines and Prac-
tices were not based on the Bible at all.
When they realized this, they had the, cour-
We to differ with established religion.

ould you have done the same?

THE WATCHTOWER—- APRIL 15, 1999 27



QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Some of Jehovah's Witnesses have been
offered employment involving religious
buildings or property. What is the Scriptural
view of such work?

This issue may face Christians who sincerely want
to apply 1 Timothy 5:8, which emphasizes the impor-
tance of providing materially for one's household.
W hile Christians certainly should apply that counsel,
it does not justify their accepting any and all kinds of
secular work, no matter what its nature. Christians
appreciate the need to be sensitive to other indica-
tions of God's will. For example, a man's desire to
support his family would not justify his violating what
the Bible says about immorality or murder. (Compare
Genesis 39:4-9; Isaiah 2:4; John 17:14, 16.) It is also
vital that Christians act in harmony with the command
to get out of Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion.— Revelation 18:4, 5.

Around the globe, God's servants face many em-
ployment situations. It would be pointless and beyond
our authority to attempt to list all the possibilities and
to make categorical rules. (2 Corinthians 1:24) Let us,
though, mention some factors that Christians should
consider in making personal employment decisions.
These factors were set out briefly in The Watchtower
of July 15, 1982, in an article about benefiting from
our God-given conscience. A box raised two key
guestions and then listed other helpful factors.

The first key question is this: Is the secular work it-
self condemned in the Bible? Commenting on this,
The Watchtower noted that the Bible condemns steal-
ing, misuse of blood, and idolatry. A Christian should
avoid secular work that directly promotes activities
that God disapproves of, such as those just men-
tioned.

The second question is: Would doing this work
make one an accomplice in a condemned practice?
Clearly, a person employed in a gambling den, an
abortion clinic, or a house of prostitution would be an
accomplice in an unscriptural practice. Even if his dai-
ly work there was merely sweeping floors or answer-
ing the telephone, he would be contributing to a prac-
tice that God's Word condemns.

Many Christians faced with employment decisions
have found that analyzing just those questions helps
them reach a personal decision.
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For instance, from those two questions, one can see
why a true worshiper would not be a direct employee
of a false religious organization, working for and in
a church. Revelation 18:4 sets out the command: "Get
out of her, my people, if you do not want to share
with her in her sins." A person would be sharing in
the works and sins of Babylon the Great if he was
a regular employee of a religion that was teaching
false worship. Whether the employee was a garden-
er, a janitor, a repairman, or an accountant, his work
would serve to promote worship that conflicts with
true religion. Moreover, people who would see this
employee working to beautify the church, keep it in
repair, or carry out its religious pursuits would rea-
sonably link him with that religion.

What, though, about someone who is not a regular
employee of a church or religious organization? Per-
haps he is called upon just to do emergency repair
work on a broken water pipe in the church basement.
Would that not be different from his offering a bid
on a contract, such as for shingling or insulating the
church roof?

Again, a vast variety of situations could be imag-
ined. So let us review five additional factors that The
Watchtower set out:

1 Is the work simply a human service that of it-
self is not Scripturally objectionable? Take the exam-
ple of a postman. His delivering mail would hardly
mean that he was promoting a condemned practice if
one building in the area he served was a church or
an abortion clinic. God provides the sunlight that
shines through the windows of all buildings, including
a church or such a clinic. (Acts 14:16, 17) A Christian
who is a postman might conclude that he is perform-
ing a human service to all, day after day. It could be
similar with a Christian who responds to an emergen-
cy— a plumber called to stop flooding in a church or
an ambulance attendant called upon to treat someone
who collapsed during church services. He might con-
sider this simply an incidental rendering of human aid.

2. To what extent does the person have authority
over what is done? A Christian store owner would
hardly agree to order and sell idols, spiritistic amu-
lets, cigarettes, or sausages made from blood. As
owner he is in control. People might urge him to sell
cigarettes or idols and make a profit, but he would act



consistent with his Scriptural beliefs. On the other
hand, a Christian employee at a large food store may
be assigned to run the cash register, polish floors, or
do bookkeeping. He does not control what products
are ordered and sold, even if a few of these are ob-
jectionable, such as cigarettes or items for religious
holidays.* (Compare Luke 7:8; 17:7, 8.) This is relat-
ed to the next point.

3. To what degree is the person involved? Let us
return to the example of a store. Probably an em-
ployee assigned to run the cash register or to fill the
shelves only occasionally handles cigarettes or reli-
gious items; that is a small part of his overall work.
What a contrast, though, with an employee in the
same store who works at the tobacco counter! All his
work, day in and day out, focuses on something con-
trary to Christian beliefs. (2 Corinthians 7:1) This il-
lustrates why the degree of involvement or contact
must be evaluated in deciding employment questions.

4. What is the source of the pay or the location
where the work is done? Consider two situations. To
improve its public image, an abortion clinic decides
to pay a man to clean neighborhood streets. His pay
comes from the abortion clinic, but he does not work
there, and no one sees him in the clinic all day. Rath-
er, they observe him doing a public work that of itself
is not in conflict with the Scriptures, no matter who
pays him. Now a contrast. In a nation where prostitu-
tion is legalized, the public health service pays a
nurse to work at brothels, running health checks in-
tended to reduce the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases. Though she is paid by the public health ser-
vice, her work is entirely at houses of prostitution,
making the immorality safer, more acceptable. These

* Some Christians working in hospitals have had to consid-
er this factor of authority. A physician might have authority
to order medications for or medical procedures on a patient.
Even if a patient did not mind, how could a Christian doctor
in authority order a blood transfusion or perform an abor-
tion, knowing what the Bible says on such matters? In con-
trast, a nurse employed at the hospital might not have such
authority. As she performs routine services, a doctor might
direct her to perform a blood test for some purpose or to
care for a patient who came for an abortion. In line with the
example recorded at 2 Kings 5:17-19, she might conclude
that since she is not the one with authority who orders a
transfusion or performs an abortion, she could carry out hu-
man services for a patient. Of course, she still would have
to consider her conscience, so as 'to behave before God with
a clear conscience.'— Acts 23:1.

examples illustrate why the source of one's pay and
the location of the work are aspects to consider.

5. W hat is the effect of doing the work; will it hurt

one's own conscience or stumble others? Conscience
should be considered, both our own and that of oth-
ers. Even if a certain work (including its location and
source of pay) seems acceptable to most Christians,
an individual may sense that it would trouble his per-
sonal conscience. The apostle Paul, who set a fine ex-
ample, stated: "We trust we have an honest con-
science, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in
all things." (Hebrews 13:18) We ought to avoid do-
ing work that would leave us disturbed; yet, we also
should not be critical of others whose consciences dif-
fer. Conversely, a Christian might see no conflict with
the Bible in his doing a certain work, but he realizes
that it would be very disturbing to many in the con-
gregation and in the community. Paul reflected the
right attitude in his words: "In no way are we giving
any cause for stumbling, that our ministry might not
be found fault with; but in every way we recom-
mend ourselves as God's ministers."— 2 Corinthians
6:3, 4.

Now let us go back to the main question of work-
ing on a church building, such as installing new win-
dows, cleaning the carpets, or servicing the furnace.
How might the above factors be involved?

Recall the aspect of authority. Is the Christian the
owner or manager who can decide whether to take
on such work on a church? Would a Christian having
that authority want to share with Babylon the Great
by bidding on a job or contracting to help some reli-
gion promote false worship? Would that not be com-
parable to deciding to sell cigarettes or idols in one's
own store?— 2 Corinthians 6:14-16.

If the Christian is an employee without the decid-
ing voice over what jobs are accepted, other factors
ought to be considered, such as the location and the
extent of involvement. Is the employee asked simply
to deliver or put in place new chairs on an occasion
or to render human service, such as a fireman's put-
ting out a fire in a church before it spreads? Many
would see this as different from an employee of a
business spending a long time painting the church or
regularly doing gardening to make it attractive. Such
regular or extended contact would increase the likeli-
hood that many would link the Christian with a reli-
gion that he claims he does not endorse, potentially
stumbling them.— Matthew 13:41; 18:6, 7.
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We have brought up a number of important consid-
erations as to employment. These were presented in
the context of a specific question involving false reli-
gion. Yet, they can equally be considered in connec-
tion with other types of employment. In each case, a
prayerful analysis should be made, taking into con-

sideration the specific— and probably unique- as-
pects of the situation at hand. The factors presented
above have already helped many sincere Christians
to make conscientious decisions that reflect their de-
sire to walk straight and upright before Jehovah.
— Proverbs 3:5, 6; Isaiah 2:3; Hebrews 12:12-14.

DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you appreciated reading the recent issues of The
Wafchtower? Well, see if you can answer the following
questions:

O Why is Paul's expression "ambassadors substi-
tuting for Christ" such an appropriate one for
anointed Christians? (2 Corinthians 5:20) In ancient
times, ambassadors were dispatched mainly during peri-
ods of hostility to see if warfare could be averted. (Luke
14:31, 32) Since the sinful world of mankind is alienated
from God, he is sending his anointed ambassadors to in-
form people of his terms for reconciliation, urging them to
seek peace with God.— 12/15, page 18.

O What are four things that strengthened Abra-
ham's faith? First, he demonstrated his faith in Jehovah
by paying heed when God spoke (Hebrews 11:8); second,
his faith was closely related to his hope (Romans 4:18);
third, Abraham often spoke with Jehovah; and fourth, Je-
hovah gave Abraham support when he followed divine
guidance. The same things can strengthen our faith today.
— 1/1, pages 17, 18.

O What is meant by the expression "Do not bring
us into temptation"? (Matthew 6:13) We are asking
God not to allow us to fail when we are tempted to dis-
obey him. Jehovah can guide us so that we do not succumb
and are not overreached by Satan, "the wicked one."
(1 Corinthians 10:13)— 1/15, page 14.

O What must one do to receive God's forgiveness
for wrongdoing? Confession to God must be coupled
with contrition and "fruits that befit repentance.” (Luke
3:8) A repentant spirit and a desire to right the wrong
would also move one to seek the spiritual help of Christian
elders. (James 5:13-15)- 1/15, page 19.

O Why should we strive to be humble? A humble per-
son is patient and long-suffering, and he does not take
himself too seriously. Humility attracts true friends who
love you. More than that, it brings Jehovah's blessing.
(Proverbs 22:4)— 2/1, page 7.
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O What crucial difference is there between the
death of Jesus and that of Adam? Adam's death
was deserved, for he willfully disobeyed his Creator.
(Genesis 2:16, 17) In contrast, Jesus' death was wholly
undeserved, for "he committed no sin." (1 Peter 2:22) So
when Jesus died, he had something of enormous value that
the sinner Adam did not possess at his death— the right to
perfect human life. Thus, Jesus' death had sacrificial val-
ue in ransoming mankind.— 2/15, pages 15, 16.

O In Ezekiel's prophetic vision, what did the city
picture? Since the city lies in the midst of profane (non-
sacred) land, it must be something earthly. It appears to
picture, therefore, the earthly administration that benefits
all who will make up the righteous earthly society.— 3/1,
page 18.

O Whydid Jesus wash the feet of his disciples when
celebrating the Passover in 33 C.E.? Jesus was not in-
stituting a ritual of foot washing. Rather, he was helping
his apostles to adopt a new frame of mind— one of humil-
ity and a willingness to perform the lowliest of tasks in
behalf of their brothers.— 3/1, page 30.

O In our teaching others, what is more important
than natural abilities? It is the qualities we possess and
the spiritual habits we have cultivated that students can im-
itate. (Luke 6:40; 2 Peter 3:11)— 3/15, pages 11, 12.

O How can public speakers improve their reading
of the Scriptures? By practicing. Yes, by reading out loud
over and over again until they can do so fluently. If audio-
cassettes of the Bible are available, it is wise to listen
to the reader's sense stress and modulation and to note
how names and unusual words are pronounced.— 3/15,
page 20.

O How does 'the spirit return to God' when a per-
son dies? (Ecclesiastes 12:7) Since the spirit is the
life-force, it "returns to the true God" in the sense that
any hope of future life for that person now rests entirely
with God. Only God can restore the spirit, or life-force,
causing a person to come back to life. (Psalm 104:30)
— 4/1, page 17.



OULD you not view such

a venture as ill-timed,

foolish, and potentially
disastrous? Some, however, thrust
themselves into such a situation
in a figurative way. How so? The
17th-century English author Thomas
Fuller said: "Act nothing in a furi-
ous passion. It's putting to sea in a
storm.”

Pursuing a course of action while
in a state of unrestrained anger can
have tragic consequences. This is
borne out by an event recorded in
the Bible. Simeon and Levi, sons of
the ancient patriarch Jacob, reacted
to the violation of their sister Dinah
by storming forth in a vengeful rage.
The result was wholesale murder
and plunder. It is no wonder that Ja-
cob condemned their wicked deed,
saying: "You have brought ostracism
upon me in making me a stench to
the inhabitants of the land."— Gen-
esis 34:25-30.

Wisely, God's Word, the Bible,
recommends the opposite course. It
says: "Let anger alone and leave
rage; do not show yourself heated
up only to do evil." (Psalm 37:8) Fol-
lowing that advice can prevent great
sins.— Ecclesiastes 10:4; see also
Proverbs 22:24, 25.
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