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jduuk ur wlsuom wlin
a Message for Today

U A BAGFUL of wisdom is worth more than one full of
ZJl  pearls,” observed the ancient patriarch Job, who was un-
JLIL doubtedly one of the richest men of his time. (Job 1:3;
28:18; 42:12) Truly, wisdom is worth far more than material posses-
sions when it comes to helping a person to make a success of his
life. “Wisdom is for a protection the same as money is for a protec-
tion,” said wise King Solomon, “but the advantage of knowledge is
that wisdom itself preserves alive its owners."—Ecclesiastes 7:12.

But where can such wisdom be found today? People turn to ad-
vice columnists, psychologists, psychiatrists, even hairdressers and
taxi drivers, with their personal problems. And experts without
number are ready to dispense advice on almost any subject—for a
suitable fee. Often, though, such words of “wisdom” have led only to
disappointment, even disaster. How, then, canwe find true wisdom?

Jesus Christ, who had great insight into human affairs, once said:
“Wisdom is proved righteous by its works.” (Matthew 11:19) Let us
look at some common problems in people’s lives and see what words
of wisdom have truly helped them and have proved to be worth more
to them than ‘a bagful of pearls.” You too may be able to find that
“bagful of wisdom” and henefit from it.
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ére Y%J Sufferlng
rom Depression’

“If the 20th century ush-
ered in the Age of Anxiety,
Its exit I1s witnessing the
dawn of the A%e of Melan-
choly,” notes(} e Igterna-
tional Herald Tribune of
London. It adds that “the
first International stud)f of
major depression revedls a
steady rise in the disorder
worldwide,_In nations as di-
verse as Taiwan, Lebanon
and New Zealand each suc-
cessive generation is rowm[q
more vUlnerable to the mal-

Words of Wisdom
for Maintaining
Emotional Balance

"If errors were what you
watch, O Jah, O Jehovah, who
could stand? For there is the
true forgiveness with you, in or-
der that you may be feared."
— Psam 130:3, 4.

"A joyful heart has a good effect on the countenance, but
because of the pain of the heart there is a stricken spirit."— Prov-
erbs 15:13.

"Do not become righteous overmuch, nor show yourself exces-
sively wise. Why should you cause desolation to yourself?"— Ec-

7 Clesiastes 7:16.
ady Those bom after 1955 "There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving."
are said to be three times  _ acts 20:35.
more ||ke|[¥ 10 SUﬂ:er d maé(.)f "Be wrathful, and yet do not sin; let the sun not set with you
d6preSSIO than WEre th Ir in a provoked state."— Ephesians 4:26.
grandparents.

That was the case with To- ,
mog, who suffered from major depression
and spent most of her days in bed. As she
could not take care of her'two-year-old son,
she moved hack to her Rarents home. A
ne|%1hbor who had a daughter the same age
as Tomoes son soon beffiended her, When
Tomog told the neighbor how worthless she
felt, the neighbor showed her a text from a
book. It read: “The eye cannot say fo the
hand: ‘I have no need of you’; or, again, the
head cannot say fo the feet: 1 have'no need
of you.” But mich rather is it the case that
thé members of the body which seem to he
weaker are necessary.”* Tears welled up in
Tomoe’s eyes as she’realized that everyone
has a place in the world and is needed.

. The neighbor recommended that she look
into the book that contained those words. To-
moe nodded in agreement, even though up

*The quotation is from 1 Corinthians 12:21, 22.

4 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1999

til] then she had not been able to do any-
thmq, not even commit_herself to makea
simple promise. The neighbor also helped
her shop, and she prepared meals with To-
moe_every day. One month later Tomoe was
8ett|n|g Up every morning, doing the laun-
ry, cleaning the house, shopping, and pre-
parlnﬁ dinner, just as any housewife would
do. She had to overcome many difficulties,
but she said, “I was confident'that if I just
followed the words of wisdom | had found,
'd be fine.” _

By applying the wisdom she had found,
Tomoe overcame the gloomy daYS of her
deﬁ)ressmn. Now Tomoé works full-time at
helping others to apply the same words
that enabled her to cope'with her problems.
Those words of wisdom are contained in an
ancient book that has a message for all peo-
ple today.



Words of Wisdom
for a Happy
Family Life

"There is a frustrating of plans
where there is no confidential
talk, but in the multitude of coun-
selors there is accomplishment.”
— Proverbs 15:22.

"The heart of the understand-
ing one acquires knowledge, and

the ear of wise ones seeks to find knowledge."— Proverbs 18:15.
"As apples of gold in silver carvings is a word spoken at the

right time for it."— Proverbs 25:11.

"Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one an-
other freely if anyone has a cause for complaint against another.
Even as Jehovah freely forgave you, so do you also. But, besides
all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond

of union."— Colossians 3:13, 14.

"Know this, my beloved brothers. Every man must be swift
about hearing, slow about speaking, slow about wrath."— James

1:19.

Are You Facrng Domestic Problems?
'L\roun teworldt divorce rate 15 s-
calating. Damestic pro ems ar rncreasrn%
even r Oriental countrrfs where %e?
onﬁe tookrPrr e In their close-knit families.
Where Cﬁ we find wise marriage gurdance
that works
Consrder the case of Shugo and Mihoko, a
% ple who ad endless marta roblems.
uarre over eV gtrr Ugo was
s ot e ere ko shot ba ever
{me e ( ndfautwr ner. MiMoko eve
t ought It IS rmpossrbefor us to agree on

an
6ne ay a woman,visited Mihoko and read
tohert sewordsfrom a book: “Al thrng
therefore, that you want men to otgyti
ou aso must 1i ewr em reﬁo them.”™ Al-

not intereste Igion, Minhok
agregd to stuéy the book that contameg
* Matthew 7:12,

those words. Her interest
Was In rmRrovrng her fami]
life. So when she was Invit-
ed to attend a meetin whe[(
a publication entrtlea -
Ing Your Famrly Lite Hap-
py” was discussed, Mihoko

—and her hushand—readily
acce ted.*

At the meeting, Shugo not-
ed that those Inl attendance
were actually applying what
they were Iearnrn andt at
they seemed to b e appr{)
decided to look into the hook
that his wife was study rn%
One statement soon caught
his attention: “He that™is
slow to anger is abundant
In discernment, but one that
IS rmpatrent IS exaltrn? fool-
ishness.”™ AIthough took

0 h“ﬂ‘e ft%r |mdto|a trs
rinciple in his life, the gradual change.in
Rl as manrfest to tho aroun qtn%]
cluding his wife
IEeern the ch% qes in ,ter usband Mi-
ho 0 .also started 10 app at s ) Was
eﬁrnrnge ?eprrn%r that proved es
craI hel uwasté “Stop urvtﬂrn?
g ot e é orwr udg
ent are Ing, you wil db ,udg
% er husband dec de
t] oudtal aboutt err% %rntsan
coud rmprove rather than F
tr] eac other. What was the (esu
Mihoko reca!)' It has mﬁde me real¥ ap-
g We have been doing this a drnne each
enrn% Even our three-year-old fon Hornsrn
the co versatron It has been truly refresh-
Ing to us’
*Pu I’\fhe th Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
Clet%é\ﬁ
e
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When this family put intg
practice the meanin fuI
counsel that they ha
ceived, they were able to
overcome the problems. that

ag be en strarnrng therr re-
atrons no to the” breaking
Pornt Is that not worth more
0 them than a bagful of
pearls?

Do You Want to Make a
é)uccess o%%our%%

For many today, accumu-
Iatrn% riches Is the goal In

et, a rich businéssman
in the United States who has
Prven away hundreds of mil-
lons of dollars to charit
once said; “Money has an af-
traction for some people, but
nobody can wear two pairs of
shoes at one time.” Few are
those who admit this fact and fewer still are
those who stop pursuing riches.

Hitoshi grew up oor, sq he had a strong
desire to be rich. After seeing how creditors
twist p eope around their [fttle finger, he
decided; “The one who grabs ahold “of the
money IS the winner. |tosh| belreved so
much mtheoowerofm%negt at he though
even human lives could pe bought with |t In
order to accumulate riches, he applied him-
self to his &) umbrnd busrness and worked all
year round, never taking a day off. As hard
as he tried, Hrtoshréoo realized that he a
subcontractor, would never be as powerful
as the contractors who gave him work. Frus-
Iratron and fear of bankruptcy were his dai-

or lon.
n came to Hitoshi’s_door an
a gdpumnﬂr new that Jesus Cﬂrrstﬁg
led for him. Since Hitoshi felt that no one
would die for a person like him, he was cu-
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Words of Wisdom
for Making a
Success of Life

"A cheating pair of scales
is something detestable to Je-
hovah, but a complete stone-
weight is a pleasure to him."
— Proverbs 11:1.

"Pride is before a crash, and a

haughty spirit before stumbling."— Proverbs 16:18.

"As a city broken through, without a wall, is the man that has
no restraint for his spirit."— Proverbs 25:28.

"Do not hurry yourself in your spirit to become offended, for
the taking of offense is what rests in the bosom of the stupid ones."
— Ecclesiastes 7:9.

"Send out your bread upon the surface of the waters, for in the
course of many days you will find it again."— Ecclesiastes 11:1.

"Let a rotten saying not proceed out of your mouth, but what-
ever saying is good for building up as the need may be, that it
may impart what is favorable to the hearers."— Ephesians 4:29.

|ous and a%]reed to have furtheJ %rsc SSions.
hg followin wee eatteng ecture
an wass ocked to e%r the a momtron to
eept“e re?/esrmpe T esRea er explained
that a “simple” eye IS one that 1S farsi ghted
and focused on spiritual things; on thé oth
er hand, a “wicked,” or en |hus "eve is fo-

cused only on immediate f ﬁ ly d%s res and
1SS ortsrgshtehd The counse ere your
reasure ere your heart wr be also,”

it him hard.* There Is something more im-
oort%nt th n ga nrnd riches! He ha never

near
Impres ed e started to apply what he
Was | garnsrn Rather thald to ?P g)r/‘or moneY
va uefofrrst Inh

e e an to EUt spiritua
ITe, nttrmee ring for th es |r|
aura

tual w fare o hrs fam
neﬁnt jess time for wor%(v yet IS b srness

00K a Tavora eturn
* Matthew 6:21-23; footnote.

..




His aggresswe personality changed to a
mild and"amicable one as he responded to
counsel he was given. He was particularly
impressed by the admonition: “Really put
them all awdy from you, wrath, anqer bad-
ness, abuswe speech” and obscene talk out of
gourmout Donot be ly mg to one another.
trip off the old personality with its prac-
tices, and clothe 'yourselves with the new
personality, which’through accurate knowl
edge is being made new accord mg to the
|magie of the"One who created it."* Follow-
hg his advice did not make h|m rich, but
“hew personality” did make a good Im-
pression_on his clients and won the|r trust
and confidence. Yes, the words of wisdom he
found helped him to make a success of his
life. For him, they were literally worth far
more than a bagful of pearls or money.

*Colossians 3:8-10.

Studying the Bible is the
first step toward becoming
a beneficiary of the

of wisdom™"

Will You O en the Bag7
Can you i entl t e bag-
ful of wisgom that ha rove
s0 valuable to the |n IVI U-
als in the ahove examples? It
IS, the wisdom found in_the
Bible, the most widely cncu
lated 'ang most readil F¥ avall-
able book on earth, 055|bl
you have a copy or can ea3|y
obtain one. owever Just as
having a bagful of vaIuabIe
Pearls and not putting them
0 use would do the™owner
little good, simply having a
Bible in one’s Possessmn Wil
also be of little value. Wh
not open up the bag, so t
speak, and apply the Bible’s wise counsel and
timely advice and see how it can help you to
deaI uccessfully with life’s problems.

If you were ever gwen a badful of pearls
would you not be i teful and try to find out
who your benefactor s so that you can thank
him? Do you know who the Giver Is in the
case of the Bible?

The Bible reveals the Source of the wisdom
found In It when It says; * IIScn fure Is In-
spired of God and be ef|C|aI 2 Timothy 3.
16) It aIso tells us that “the word of God IS
alive and exerts power.” (Hebrews 4:12) That

/—\

IS Wq the wi ewords found n& the Bhble re
tlmegand efecA\Be or us to . Jehova
Witnésses woul

e deligh o rﬁ’ %//
to learn about this enerousleer Jehova
o gonat f°”h%a”d§’“%ﬁf”d"&vﬁsfé’rme”é%na
tained In t%e Bi Ie—thg book of wisdom with
a message for people today.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Preaching 'in Favorable Season and in Troublesome Season’

WHEN war swept across the country of Boshia
and Herzegovina, thousands experienced extreme
hardships. During that trying time, Jehovah's Wit-
nesses made every effort to bring encouragement
and hope to the people. Following are excerpts
from a letter written by a Witness who served for
a time in Sarajevo.

"Life is tough here, but people are very recep-
tive to Bible truth. The local Witnesses are a mar-
velous example of perseverance. Materially, they
have very little, but they have an excellent spirit.
Almost all the young ones in the congregation are
in the full-time ministry. New publishers are encour-
aged by this zeal, and it is not unusual for them to
devote 60 hours or more a month to the ministry
right from their first month in the service.

"Besides preaching from house to house, we
have tried various other methods to reach people.
For example, we have had good results sharing Bi-
ble publications in the many cemeteries in the city.

"A witness has also been given in hospitals. Inthe
Cardiology Department of a Sarajevo hospital, the
chief physician accepted the December 8, 1996,
Awake!, which has the cover theme 'Heart Attack
— What Can Be Done?' He asked for additional
copies so that he could share them with other doc-
tors. The Witnesses were then granted permission
to visit all the patients in his department. Thus, in a
little over an hour, more than 100 magazines were
distributed from bed to bed. Many patients said
that it was the first time anyone had visited them in
the hospital to offer encouragement and hope.

"On another occasion the Pediatric Department
was visited with magazine articles appropriate for
children. The chief physician also accepted a few
copies of My Book of Bible Stories for the reading
room. Now mothers who visit their children at the
hospital read Bible stories to them every day. Ar-
rangements have also been made to call on this
doctor at her home.

"In Sarajevo there are thousands of NATO
[North Atlantic Treaty Organization] soldiers of

8 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1999

different nationalities. These too have received a
thorough witness. Sometimes we go from armored
car to armored car using the booklet Good News
for All Nations along with the Wafchfower and
Awake! magazines in different languages. More
than 200 magazines were distributed in the bar-
racks of the Italian troops. Strangely enough, many
Italian soldiers said that they had never spoken
with Jehovah's Witnesses before. Well, we caught
up with them in Sarajevo.

"One day an armored car was parked at the side
of the road. | knocked on the car with my umbrel-
la, and out came a soldier. | offered him a Watch-
tower with the cover title 'Messengers of Peace
— Who Are They?' The soldier looked at me and
asked, 'You're not one of Jehovah's Witnesses,
are you?' After learning that | am, he replied, 'l
don't believe it; you're here as well! Is there any
place on earth where there are no Witnesses?"

The apostle Paul exhorted: "Preach the word, be
at it urgently in favorable season, in troublesome
season." (2 Timothy 4:2) Like their fellow believ-
ers the world over, Jehovah's Witnesses in Sara-
jevo are doing that, even from bed to bed and from
armored car to armored car!



Life after death—what
DO PEOPLE BELIEVE?

“Ifan able-bodied man dies can he live JOB 14:14,

t}JA funer arl rin New Yorh City,
riends an UIettf f!)le

€as eto earod 0 Whose
oun e Was consumed by cancer. The
eart roken mother tearfully re ea(Js over
aHd over: “Tomm sha%o eJ now, nt-
ed Tommy in heaven wi That ISwhat
she has bieen taugnt to beheve

2Some 7,000 miles away, in Jamnagar,
Indla the eldest of three’ sons |I%ht5 the
wood on the cremation yre for their d
ceased father Over the crackli mg of the flre
th e r hman chants the SapskFit mantras:

¥ esonb that never gies contjnue In
|ts e forts to become one with the ultimate

STKe reality of death is all around us. (Ro-

éo Howdolo maNn éeel?]gomfortwhen they have

agseté/\?hgveqt?ensetlonseﬁave people pondered for

mans 5122\ It is only normal for us to won-
der if death is the end of |t all, Reflectmg on
the natura cceoft efoants Job, an an
cient faithful servanto Jehovah God, ob-
served: “There exists hope for even a tree. If
it 8ets cut down, it will even sprout a a|n
and its own twig will not cease to be.”
then, about humans? Ifan able-bodied man
dles can he live again?” Job inquired. (Job
14) Over the ages, people in every so-
ciety have pondered the questions: Is there
life after death? 1 so, what kind of life? Con-
seqétent yéwhat have people come to believe?

Many Answers, a Common Theme
4 Many nominal Christians believe that af-
ter death, people go either to heaven or to

What do people of various religions believe
about I?fe aftgr eath? g
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hell. Hindus, on the other hanit behBT
remcamahon Accorl to | samn:
there will be a ayog %mentater death,
(fn Allah will %sses each one’s Ijfe course
consign eac Person to paradise or to
eIIflre In some lands, beliefs regarding
the dead are a curious blend of local tradi-
tton and nommal Christianity. In Sri Lan-
a Ior exatm de both Buddhjsts anddCatho-
S leav oors and windows wide ope
(hen ageath oceurs In theerouse ofd gn(q
thez place the casketwnh the fe tothe de-
ceaseq facmg the front door. They beljeve
that these measures facilitate the exit of the
spirit, or soul, of the deceased. Among many
atholics and Protestants In West Africa, it
IS customar to COVEr mirrors when some
?ne dies, so that no onetmT|ﬁht look and sete
he deg an’s spirit, Then, 40 days la
er, aml? 3 frien scelebratethesozlsas
cension to heaven,
5In s'mte of this dlversny, it seems that
most re glons do at least agree qn one point,
They believe that somethm% Inside a person
—he it caIIed soul, spirit, or ghost—is m-
mortal an contmues I|V|ng after the death
of the 0}/ Nearly all of Christendom’s
hundre sofreli |ons and sects advocat B
efmt e immarta |tjy of the soul. T 1S
lief IS also an officlal doctrine in Judaism. It
1S the very foundation of Hinduism’s teach-
Ing of reincarnation. Muslims believe that
the soul lives on after the hody dies, The
Australian Abongme the African animist,
the_Shintoist, evén the Buddhist, all teach
variations on this same theme.
60n the other hand, there are those who
t ke the view that_ conscious Iife en?s a
To the the idea that emotional an
mte lectual life continues In an Lmﬁersona
shadowy soul separate from the body seems

5, What is a central belief on which most reli-
glons agree?

Howdo some scholars view the idea that the
soul 1 immortal?
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ond reason The 20th-century Spanish

cholar Miguel de Unamuno writés; “To be-
|eve in the |mm0rta||ty of the soul Is to wish
that the soful ma%be immortal, but to wish it
Wlth such force that this volition shall tram-
%e reason under foot.and pass beyond it.”

thers who believe similarly include peo-

e as |verse as the_noted ancient philoso-
BI ers nstote and Eplcurus the Rhysmlan

Ippocrates, the Scot ShP tlosopher David
Hume, the Arabian scholar Averroes, and
India’s first prime minister after indepen-
dence, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Confronted with such confhctm(Tt ideas
and beliefs, we must ask: Do we real Y have
an immortal soul? If the soul is actually not
|mmorta| then how could such a false teach-

g ecome an mt ra parto ) many of
today’s religions? Where did the idea come
from? It Is |mperat|ve that we find truthful
and satisfying answers to these questions
because odr future depends on it. (1 Corin-
thians 15;19) But, first, let us examine how
the doctrine of the immortality of the soul
originated.

The Birth of the Doctrine
8The fifth- centu% B.CE. Greek philoso-
Bhers ocrates and lato are cred|ted with
emq amon?t e first to advance the belief
thatthe soul is immortal. Yet, they were not
the originators of the idea. Rather, they pol-
ished and transformed, it into a ph||030Ph|
cal teaching, thus makmg It more apgea Ing
to the culttired classes of their day and be-
gond The fact| |§ that the Zoroastrians of an-
|ent Per3|a and the Eqyptians before them
aso believed nkthe tmm%rtal|t¥ of the soul,
equest|on then, 15, What is the source of
this teaching?

7. What important questions about the belief of
the gnmortghty of tﬂe soul must now Be conm?j

8 What Lole Ittélm ad-

ocrates an? Plato
vancing t

e 1dea that the soul Is Im



9“In the ancr orld
The tgelr 10N o Ionra
gg/ BrsIa, an reece elt te ntIu
ence_of the Bahylonian rergron ig
ing Egyptian religious beliefs; the boo oes
onto say: “In view of the earl contact
tween Eqgypt and Babylonia, as revealed by
the El-Amara tablets’ there were certainl
T et

¥ ”*Much thve same can be said otgPhp 13
Persran and Greek cultures.

%But did the ancient BabYIonrans belreve

o

in the immortaljty of the souf? TJhsporn
Professor Morrrs Jastrow, Jr., of the UnI-
versity of Pennsy vania, USA., wrote: “Nei-
ther t e €0 enor the leaders of religious
thought [of ab onra ever faced the possi-
bility of ge tot annihilation ot wha ﬁnce
was “called into exrstence t%)eath ftI?‘”
vre S a passage to ano nd of life

t]n denrl ? mortahty;L tk h resent
|fe merelﬁr]em hasrzed the’l ossr it of

esc prng e change In exrstence 0
f out b eath es, the Babyl onrants
leved t at |te of some kind. 117 some form,

contrnue after death, They expressed this
anq_lobéects with th)e/ degd for their
use In the Hereafter,
]1C|ear|y the teachrnr[; of the |mm0rta||t3/
t]e spul goes hack fo ancient ax
st at significant? Indeed for accord (11
was olr?rlt%iethe ﬁlrt rr?f atrelat oranal%nogf
Noah. After me gl obaFF?g Et\loah S tlay
all the peaple spoke one Ianguage and h ad

Etthrttat%ag'%gthé e s o e ORI
cen ury B.C

9, What was a s urce o{ Itm‘luen g cnmmog
s eancrent cu tures of Egypt, Persia, an

9hat was the Babylonian view of life after

12 Af the Flood, what was the hirth
o the teac |rng of thedrmmortalartyo phes u

one religion. Not only was Nimrod one

opposition to Jehovafi” but he and his follow
ers wanted to “make g celebrated name” for
themselves. Thus by founding the city and
constructing a tower there, Nimrod started
a drtferent religion.—Genesis 10:1, 6, 8-10;

]2Trad|t|on has it that Nimrod died a vi-
olent deatlhj After Bis ﬂeathbthe Balbylod
nians would reasonably have been incline
to hold him in high. re%;ard as_the, founder,
burlder and frrst krng of their city. Since
the god Marduk (Merodach) was regarded
as the founder of Babylon and a nuniber of
the Babylonian kings Were even named after
him, sorhe scholars have su estedthatMar
dukrepresents the deified Nimrod. (f2 Ings

Isalah 39:1: Jeremiah 50:2) IT thisis

50, then the |dea that a Rerson as a soul
that survives death must have been current
at least by the time of Nimrod’s death. In
case, ‘the Eages of history reveal that

fo owing the Flood, the birtfiplace of the
teaching of the immortality of the soul was
Babel, or Babrlon

BThe Bible further shows that God
thwarted the efforts of the tower builders at
Babel by confusing their Ian%uage No |on-
er able to communicate with ofe another,

ey abandoned their project and were scat-
teréd “from there over all the surface of the
earth.” (Genesis 11:5-9) We must bear in
mind that even though the speech of these
would-be tower builders had been altered,
their thinking and concepts had not. Conse

ently, whergver they went their rer |ous

|0eas tynentwrtht em. In th |s W@K %(\2
h lglous feac "h gs—inclu t of
the immortality of the soul—sp read across
the face of the earth and became the foun-
datron of the major religions of the world.

fthe | moréal %oul

ow did t e t achrn
s rea acros ace o e eart
wast e resu
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Thus a world empire of false religion was

founded, appropriately described in the Bi-

ble as “Babylon the Great, the mother of the
harlots and of the disgust-
mg}thmqs of the earth.”
—Revelation 17:5.

The World Empire of
Farse\%g&m:gxpands

Y

that over 3,500 years ago, a
wave of migration brotght
a pale-skinfed, Aryan peo-
ple down from the north-
west into the Indus Val-
ey, now located mainly in
Pakistan and India. From
there they spread into the
Ganges River plains and
. acro3s India. Some experts
say that the religious ideas of the migrants
were based on ancient Iranian and Babylo-
nian teachings. These religious ideas, then,
became the roots of Hinduism.

Theconquest
by Alexander
the Great led

to the ble
of the Greek
and Jewish
cultures

Som

A

the teaching of reincarnation. And this doc-
trine has hecome the mainstay of present-
day Hinduism. _

BFrom Hinduism_sprang other faiths,
such as Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism.
These also hold to belief in reincarnation,
Moreover, as Buddhism penetrated most of
East Asia—China, Korea, Japan, and else-
where—it profoundly affected the culture
e entire region. This gave

: orf¥that reflect an amalgam of
eliefs, embracing elements of Buddhism,
anrm_sm, and ancestor worship. Most in-
fluential amon%_these are Taoism, Confu-
cianism, and Shinto. In this way the belief
that life confinues after the body dies has
come to dominate the religious thinking and
practices of the vast seagment of humanity
In that part of the world.

prsét%nA O?Ht gH&i %lsi?rh?

T'What do peaple who follow the reliqi,ons
of Judaism, Christendom, and Islam bélieve
about life after death? Of these religions;

In. India the idea of an_immortal soul Jydaism is by far the oldest. Its rodts go

b

took the form of the doctrine of reincarna-
tion. Hindu sages, grappling with the uni-
versal problemof evil and suffering amon

humans, came to what is called the law 0
Karma, the law of cause and effect. Combin-
ing this law with belief.in the immortali-
ty”of the soul, they arrived at the. teach-
Ing of reincarnation, whereby merits and
demerits In one_life are said fo be reward-
ed, %r Bu_nlshed in the next. The goal of the
faithful 1s moksha, or liberation ffom the cy-
cle of rebirths and unification with what 1s
called the ultimate reality, or Nirvana. Over
the centuries, as Hinduism spread, so did

4. How did. Babylonian religious beliefs spread
|1nto th\évlnl_gian sﬂ/gcolnplnenltgl 1S DETIETS 5p

15.. I?ow did the 1dea of an immortal soul come
to influence present-day Hinduism?

12 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1999

back some 4,000 years to Abraham—Ilong
before Socrates and Plato gave shape to the
theory of the immortality”of the soul. The
ancient Jews believed in the resurrection of
the dead and not in inherent human immor-
tality. (Matthew 22:31, 32; Hebrews 11:19)
How then, did the doctrine of the immortal-
ity of the soul enter Judaism? History pro-
vides the answer.

BIn 332 B.C.E., Alexander the Great con-
quered the Middle East, including Jerusa-

6. What belie‘_ about the Hereafter came to
ominate the [e |8|ou? thinkin gnd practices of
t evaﬁt tion or East As%\

ﬁ?é \e{\(tearp §f§l ;Jw?e ancient Jews believe regarding

18. f19 How did the doctring of the immortali-
ty of the soul enter Judaism



lem. As Alexander’s successors continued
his program of Hellenization, a blending of
the two cultures—the Greek and the Jew-
ish—took ?Iace In time, Jews became con-
versant with Greek thought, and some even
became philosophers.

DPhilo of Alexandria, of the first centu-
ry C.E., was one such Jewish philosopher. He
revered Plato and endeavored to explain Ju-
daism in terms of Greek philosophy, thus
pravrng the way for later Jewish thinkers,

al mu —wrrtten commentaries on oral

t e rabbrs—rs also |anuenced by
Greek thought. “T edra bis of the Talmud,”
says the Enc co ae |aJudarca “helieved
in"the contrnue exrstence of the soul af-
ter death.” Later Jewish mystical literature,
such as the Cabala, even goes as far as to
teach reincarnation. Thus through the back
door of Greek philosgphy, the idea of the im-
mortality of the soul found its way into Ju-
daism. What can be said about the entry of
the teaching into Christendom?

D Genuine Christianity be an Wrth Jesus
Christ, Concernrnt{r Jesus, Miguel de Una-
muno, quoted earfier, wrote; ‘He believed
rather in the resurrection of the flesh, ac-
cordrn? to the Jewrsh manner not in the im-
morta rt% of the soul, accordrng to the
Greek Iatonrc manner.” He concluded:

he |mm0rta lttf of the soul . 15 a pa-
gan philosophical dogma.” In view of this,
We can see whY the “apostle Paul strongly
warned the firs century Christians against
“the philosophy and empty deception ac-
cording to the tradrtron of men, according to
the eIementa Cy things of the World and not
according to Christ."—Colossians 28,

ZtWhen and how, though, did this “pa-

rrstr t? rWt;lz:rtt Was the Rl%srt)rpn ?f the ea(r)lgr
nP C zrstri]?r te?aght(r)rg% fusiig o et ek

laws b

?an phrlosoP]hrcaI dogma” infiltrate Chrrs
endom? The New Encyclopaedia Br
tannica explains. “From the middle of
the 2nd century AD Chris-
trans who had ‘Some train-

ing in Greek philosophy
began to feel the need to
express their faith in its
terms, both for their own
intellectual satisfaction
and in order to convert ed-
ucated pagans. The phi-
losophy ‘that suited them
best Was PIatonrsm Two
suc ear phr osoPhers
who wiel e a grea
of Influence on Chrrsten
dom’s doctrrnes were Ori-
%en of Al exandrra and Augustine of Hippo.

oth were deeply influenced by Plato’s ideas
and were instrumental in fusing those ideas
with Christian teachings.

2 While the idea of the immortality of

22. How has theJeachrn of the |mmortalrty of
the soul remained prominent In’Islam?

Augustine tried
to fuse Platonic
philosophy with
Christianity

Can You Explain?

O What is a common theme that runs
through most religions' beliefs about
life after death?

O How do history and the Bible point
to ancient Babylon as the birthplace
of the doctrine of the immortal soul?

O Inwhat way are Eastern religions
affected by the Babylonian belief in
an immortal soul?

O How did the teaching of the immor-
tality of the soul infiltrate Judaism,
Christendom, and Islam?

Alexander: Musei Capitolini, Roma; Augustine: From the book GreatMen and Famous Women
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the soul in Judaism and Christendom is due
fo Platonic nfluence, the concept was built
into Isfam from its beginning. The Koran,
the holy book of Islam, teaches that man
has a soul that goes on living after death,
It speaks of the final destiny for the soul
as bel_ng either life in a heavenly

aradise or punishment in a baring hell

his Is not {0 say that Arab scholars have
not tried to synthésize Islamic teachings and
Greek philosophy. The Arab world, in fact,
was influenced t0 some extent by Aristotle’s
work, However, the immortality of the soul
remains the belief of Muslims,

arden of

B Clearly, religions around the world have
developed a Bewildering array of beliefs in
the Hereafter, based on the teaching that
the soul is immortal. And such beliefs have
affected, ¥es, even dominated and. enslaved
billions g People. Confronted with all of
this, we feel compelled to ask: Is it possible
to know the truth about what hayw swhen
we die? Is there life after death? What does
the Bible_have to say about it? This we will
consider in the next article,

23, What compelling questions regarding life
gfetgr eath Wlﬁebe cgon(él ere mtge next arti-

Life after death—what
does the Bible say?

“Dustyou are and to dustyou will

« n p HE theory of everlasting suffer-
ing Is inconsistent with belief in

JL God’s love for created things.. ..

To believe in the eternal pupishment of the
soul for the mistakes of a few Fears, with-
out glvm? It a chance for correction, Is to go
Eﬂa'”St ﬁ-l the gwtates of reasan,” observed

gduE Ilosopher Nikhilananda.

comfortable with the teachln% ofeternal tor-
ment. By the same token, others have dif-
ficulty.understanding such concepts as the
achieving of Nirvana and being at one with
nature. Even among those who tlaim to base
their beliefs on thé Bible, there are differ-

1. 2. (a) What different ideas about the Here-
after gr)e there? {[)E W%at (?0 we need 50 exam-
Ine En order to dI%t rmine what the Bible teach-
es apout the soul’
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ke Nikhilananda, man¥ today are un-

entire living being, tothe w ;
This is borfie out™by the Bible’s description

GENESIS 3:19.

ing ideas about what the_soul is and what
happens to it when we die. But what does
the Bible really teach about the soul? To find
out, we need to examine the meanings of the
Hebrew and Greek words that are translat-
ed “soul” in the Bible.

The Soul According to the Bible

3 The Hebrew word” translated “soul” is
ne tE)heSh and it occurs 754 times in the
Hebrew Scriptures. What does ne'phesh
mean? According to The Dictionary of Bl-

ble and Rell%onut “usually refers to the

e whole individual.

: \%1) What word is trehnslate_d “Bou.l” in the Hg-
ew Scriptures, and w t|sg.ts aF]IC meaning’
qw does Genesis 2:( confirm that the word
ul” can denote a whole person?

-~

—

w
(=)



of the soul at Genesis 2:7: “Jehovah God pro-
ceeded to form the man out of dust from
the riround and to blow into his nostrils the
breah of life, and the man came to be a
living soul.” Note that the first man “came
to be” a soul. That is to say, Adam did not

They are all souls

hav% a soul; he was a spul—just as_someone
ecomes a doctor 1 a doctor. The word
srsn?rUI then, here describes the whole per-
4 The Word translated “soul”
%o pears more than a hundred times in the
Nristian Greek Scriptures. Like ne'phesh
thrs word often refers to the whole person.
For example, consider the followin state-
ments: “My soul s troubled.” (Joh
Fear began to fall ugon every soul. SActs
' g "Let every soul be In subjection t0 the
superior authorities.” (Romans 13:1) “Speak
consolingly to the depressed souls.”(1 Thes-
gglrfgrangre 1c42rrA fegrv peop ) emthat 1S, eergtzrit
uls, W | U -
ter gl eerBS% é‘eaylr(]ro \1 w{<
Hh sh, ref erf whole erson C-
cording to schoar Nrge Tumer, this word
srgnr les what is characterrstrcally human,

What word is translated
tran reeY%
meaning 0

%crl des and w at tg tﬂ %gg{g

"Soul" as the Life of a Creature

At times, the word "soul" refers to the life
that a person or an animal enjoys. This does
not alter the Bible's definition of the soul as a
person or an animal. To illustrate: We say that
someone isalive, meaning that he is
person. We might also say that he possesses

life. In the same way, a living person is a

soul. Yet, while he is alive, "soul" may be

spoken of as something that he possesses.
For example, God told Moses: "All the
men who were hunting for your soul are
dead." Clearly, Moses' enemies were
seeking to take his life. (Exodus 4:19; com-
pare Joshua 9:24; Proverbs 12:10.) Jesus
used the word in a similar way when he
said: "The Son of man came ... to give his
soul a ransom in exchange for many." (Mat-
thew 20:28; compare 10:28.) In each case,

the word "soul" means "life of a creature.”

suibbig ueaq/-0'@ ‘uoibulysem ‘GG!MGS%IPI!M pue ysi4 's'n :piigbullwny

the self, the material body havrn God’s
ruah [s mtibreathed into 1t he em-
phasis |s onthe whole self.”

SInterestingly, in the Bible the word
“soul” applies not only to humans but also to
animals. For example, in describing the cre-
ation of sea creatures, Genesis 1:20'says that
God commanded; “Let the waters swarm
forth aswarm of | |vmg souls.” And on the
next cre%trYe a dsard (tfet thee rth
EUt fort |vrng souls accor Ing 1o t elr
Inds, domestic animal and movrn% ani-
mal and wild beast of the earth acc rdrng
Eo Its krnd —Genesis 1:24; compare Num-
ers 3
6Th*rs the word “soul” as used. in the Bi-

e re Brs to a Person or an anima Pr t0
t e life th at a Berson or an_animal en-
ove.) The Bible’s defrnr

(fSee 0X 4
no the soul Is simple, consistent, and

5 Are anrmal souls? Expla
b. Vg at T@)/ e sa?d of%e Bible’s use of the
wor
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unencumpered b}/ the complicated philogo-
Phres and su erstitions of men, That bem%

ecase th e U qrﬁrent questront at must b
asked |s According to the Bible, what hap-
pens to the soul at death

The Dead Are Unconscious
[The condition of the dead is made clear

at Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, Where we read: “
dead know nothrn There 1s no pur
surt no lan, nok Wi ﬂeor |nteI|| ence
with |nt e grave, r? ere
fore, 1S a state of nonexrste ce. Th epsalm
ist wrote that when, a person dies, “he goes
back to his ground; in that day his thoughts
do perish.” {Psalm' 146:4) The dead are™un-

conscious, inactive,
8When é)ro“nouncmg sentence upon Adam,
Go stated: “Dust you. are and to dust you
| return.” (Genesis 3:19) Before God
formed him from the dust of the ground
and gave him lite, Aciam did not exist. When
he died, he returned to that state, His pun-
ishment was death—not a transfer to an-
other realm, What, then, happened to his
soul? Smce n the Biole the ierd ‘souP” o
ten srmp r‘hl refers to a person, When we sa
that A |ed we are say m? that the sou
named Adam led. This might sound unusy-
aI to a erson who believes Tn the. immortal-
he souI However, the Bible stafes:
he soul that is sinning—it itse[f will die.”
Ezekiel 18:4) Leviticus 211 s Heaks df a ge-
fsed soul” (@ “corpse,” The Jerusalem Bi-
And Nazirites were fold not to come
near “any dead soul” (“a dead boay,” Lam-
sa).—NUmbers 6:6.

What though about the statement at
Genesis 3%% garding the tragic death of
Rachel, which occurred™as she gave birth to

% What do the Scrrp res reveal ab ut
}he co |t| the ea |ve exam
rom ats Wt El sou can %
9 a oe e Br e mean W en It says that
Rachel’s * sou was going out
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her seconnd (son? Téh:ereS eWse reead “As her soul
Ing_ou U
|s n%megBen -onl Sut hiS fath r) flﬁedahrm
r] min.” Does th rs)g ssaerm yth at
ad an Inner |g eparted at
er deat Not at all. R member the word
sou can alsq_refer to the life that a per-
0SSESSES. omt scasehRacheI’ “soul
srm mean er |e That X
I0le translations render the phras her

souW oing.out” as “ner Iife was e
away %Ho o Hebreat}hed her ast” HEPQ
Enn lIS Theeents r(())mntr]tecrat thaltn a r%ssC
IS no. Indicatl

terrgous art 0 RacHeI survrveoP her deathy

DIt is similar with the resurrectron of a
widow’s son, recorde m %sc hapter 17,
Inverse 2, We read that as é prayed
over the, oun? thehova ljst ner]t t0 Eli-

ahsvoreso] esoulofthef doame
ackW|th|n |m an he came to ife. Once

ain, the word * ans, 1
EhJ RleW American ?tandard Br[ﬁe reads
Te life of the cnild returned to him and

erevrved Yes, it Was life, not some shad-
Wy form, th at returned t%the 0y, T |s |sm
h rRonyWn what Elij h the b

Seg your son [the whole person |s
aIrve —1Kings 17:23

What About the Spirit?
]lThe Bible says that When a Berson dies,
his spir ack to his

es out %
roun Psa ? IS mean that
disemb dred s rrrt |tera I% dero1 arts an
Wes%onatera esons death? That could

mist ne,>,<t“s l hat

rst ns gi 5 m
g ends,’ nﬁ; sh What
t es |r|t and how does |t oou
rom a person at the time of his death?

10. In WhatW did th soul ofthhe widow’s res-

UI’I‘EC'[ son g ac (Y\/I
n%c § ? Spirit” 0t refer. to
eathe’ oale part 0f a person that survives

QQ2



Jesus demonstrated that the remedy for
death is the resurrection

) Lhe Bible th words translated ° s%rr
it” (Hebrew, ry ac Gree Eneu ma,j?
sically mean “breath. Instead
“his s irit goes out,” the trapslation b
R A Knox uses_the phrase “the Dbreat
leaves his body.” (Psalm’ 14 % But the word
“sprrht implies much moret an the act of
breathing. For example, in describ rnag
genster%ctr n of human aned arérnrgal rfe t th
r SIS /

“Ever thrnag In Whrc?r th] reath of the ?
[or, sprrrt ebrew, ru‘ach| of Iife was actrve
I 1ts nostrils namely all'that were on the
dry ground, djed.” So “spirit” may. refer to
the Iife-force that is active In all Irvrno creg-
tures, hoth humans]and animals, and that Is
sustained b{breat ing,

BWhat, then, does it mean when Eccle-
siastes 172:7 states that when a person dies,
“the sorrrt itself returns to the true God who
gave I Does this mean that the s it lit-
eraIIX trave sthrough space Into G o 'S gres
ence? Noth |nﬁo fhe sort IS |mP lied. Since
the s |r|t Is the life- force it “returns to the
true ‘o mt}esenset at any hope offir
ture |efort at_person now rests entire

od Onlg God can restore the spirit,
or |e force, causing a person to come back
to life. (Esalm 104:30) But does God purpose
to do $o’

“He Will Rise”

Yin the small town of Bethany, about two
miles east of Jerusalem, Mary and Martha
were mourning the untrmeay death of their
brother, Lazarus. Jesus shared their grief,

12. What i |s implied. b the Flebr and Greek
words transl ateﬁ S rr nt (%
ow does the spirit return to God when a

rson d
i) Whaft drd Jesus say and do }o brhng reIreF
ne”c nraooretrto Lazarus’ sisters after the”loss 0

for he had affection for Lazarus and his srs
ters. How could Jesus console th arsters
L\totB telling them some convoluted story,
ut by telling them the_ trutn. Jesus sim-
ply said: “Your brother will rise.” Jesys then
Went to the tomb, and he resurrected Laza-
rus—restorin Ife to a man who had been
dead for four tays!—John 11:18-23, 38 A4,
bWas Martha surprrse db ,;esus state-
ment that Lazarus woar rse™ Ap Vﬁrent
xnot for she answere Iknow e Will rrse
| teresurrectron on the last da X
ready had faHh In th(e Rromrse of resurrec
tron Jesus then tol | am the resur-
rection and the Irfe He that exercises faith
In me, even th ou% he dies, will come to
life,” John 11:23 Sg The mrracle ofL Za-
rus restoratronto lité served to reinf orce er
th and msirll faith_in others. (‘
h) But exact x what 1s meant he term
r?tyrrhreC ot tion” s translat
e word “resurrection” is translate
from the Greek word Whrcﬂ

15I Wh twas Martha’s response to what Jesus
%_% \/?lrhatéjes the word “resurrection” mean?
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“Everyone that isliving and exercises fai
me will never die at all."— John 11:26

a person, Rememberm the life patterp of
dead or] es—thelr ﬂ'% traits, tnetr
P rsona htstorg a etal soft elr
entity—is not ro lem for him. (Job
213 compare I?al h 40: 263 Moreover, as
the experience of | azarus | |cates Jesus
Christ s both willin and a e to_ resur-
rect the dead. (Com aeLu ) %1%840
56 In fact esH h'St said: “The hour. |
coming I which a tose In the memorla
tombs WH| hear his [Jesus vowe]an come
out’ ﬁ r]528 29 eﬁJe us Cnrist ro
ised t atalthosel lJ ovah gmemo

be resurrecte Clearly, accor mg tote |
be the sou dies, and the r(ﬂn 3/ ?r eaﬁ
esurr %LIOJt But billions of people
av(e |ve an Who mong them arem

od’s memor awattmg the resurrection?
BThose ave pursued a\ rlghteous

cours asJ fi\ S 'S rvants will b& resur-
recte thet tmh lons of otter pte]ope ave

iterally means “a |e WI ou sowmglwe her wou

with Goa’s teo s standards.
stanqu Up again.” e/lther Were 170" ehovah’s re-
Hebrew transators of the ﬁ n(]enhs of [acked SURGient tme o make
Greek have rendered a-na'sta-Sis éf changes. T ese oF S 00 are
with an EXpression that means “reviv- smemor and thus,wi Ee resurrected1
al of the dead” (Hebrew, tech| X/ath ham-  forthe BI e%ro#mses % oin R
me-thim’).* Thus resurrectton Involves rais- aresurrectlo both the rlg teous and the
Ing the person from the Iifeless condition.of unr|g|1 hteous."—Acts 2
death—restoring and reactivating the life he apostle &ohn had thrlllg % Y]I-
pattern of the individual. S|ono res ricte 0nes stani‘W % Ore

T Being infinite jn wisdom and perfect in throne of God. Des rlblng It, he Wrote: 8
memory, Jefiovah God can easily resurrect i? gaveu e%dl 'tﬁ deat an
ad 05 1d|nte

*\While the word “resurrection” does not ar SL(]](? UP % e|y
i ) ot appe Wer £ lauatly accor Ing 10 t
n the Hebrew Scriptures, the resurrection hope ee S p] a e We UI' e

: , ion I e
'Sér%ei.ose”y expreseed at Job 14:13, Daniel 1213, |ntq the hre This means the secon

Wh ||h rection of in 18. Who will be resurrected?
dgls oeV\rltlo ptro oy ecnﬁov% | %I 19. (a) What vision d|d the apostle John receive
Jesus Christ? W at romtsed about the resurrection? (bz hat js “hurled into
Jesus. make gar ng those In the me-  the Iake of fire,” and wha

does that expression
morial om mean?



%ath the lake of fire.” Revelahon 20:12- 143 S00N NOW, Jehovah God IS going to jntervene

Think of what that meais Ithe dead Wh |n human affairs and wi eout wickedness
are In God’s memory will be releasea from  from the ear (lsam J“l Proverbs
Hades, or Sheol, mankind’s common ﬂrave 221, 22) At that time, what wi hap;)en to
Psalm 16:10: Acts 231) Then “death and  those who are faithfully servmg
ades” will be hurled into what is called  2Jehovah will not estroyt er 5g hteous
“the lake of fire,” symbolizing complete de-  along with the wicked. (Psalm 145:20) He
stryction. The Comimon grave of anklnd has hever %one such at mg he"will
will cease to exist. nggj rgjé) It Wo?nn Qree clga]rggesst e earth of H

|
A Unigue Prospect! ?actt iatb%ol}]ofthe ijﬁes aks o}
nomanwasa etonum

DWhep millions are raised in the resyr- greatcrow whic

rection, they will not be brought backtohfe r, out of all nations and tribes and peo-
on an empt%earth Isajah 4 18) They wil Pfes and tongues,” coming out of “the great
awaken in beautifully improved surround ribulation.” ﬁRevelahon 914g Yesa§reat
Ings and will find tha ||V|n quarters, cloth- multnude WI survive the great tribulation
g aNd a1 ahundance of 1000 have been inwh |c t cD resent wicked world en S an
prépared for them. (Psalm 67.6; 72:16 H]e will entr od wwor Fj here, obe-
lah 05:21, 223 Whownlmakeﬁlthese reB h/t mankm can y benefit rom Gods
aranons?C aryﬁeo’newn ave to e JIv- marvel ous provision to; free mankind from
Ing In the ew Ofd before the earthly  sin and death, SReveIatlon 22:1, 2) Ths, the
resurrectlon egins. But who? Vgreat crowd” need never experience death.
AThe fulfillment of Bible prophecy shows — What a unique prospect!

that we are living In “the last days” of
this system of th|n83 * (2 Timothy 3 lx Very Life Without Death

i T gy SRR Lo
(')fcele j New Yerhﬁnca%aggef%e mgnzatp dt 2 ther would be 2 ime when

B ? le would IVG WIthOFt e gr yln% USt
% Mllllons now dea WIL| be resurrected to re resurrectmg IS frien Lazar s
W a& ind 0 surroundin

sus told Martha: *Everyone. that 1S |V|n
AL “|%5P'%fasﬁse” es ahead Tor  ang exercises faith In Wil et G
all."—John 11:26.

onzelajot ou Wané to live f(%revgre In Paraglge

> r U yearn to see your lov

Po vou Remember? s ain? “The Worid s passmg{ away, an

b sdesne hut he that does he WI|| of

?rlglnual-language words translated 0 remains 0|’€V€|’ SaySt ea [)Ste 0 n
soul"? ohn%]J) Now 1S the’time to [earp

0 What happens to the soul at death? 0 swws and be resol\{ed to l|ve |n ar

O According to the Bible, what is the mon Wit 0U, dl0 Wlt ml |0n5

remedy for death? of others aIready ing GOdSWI can live

O What unique prospect awaits faith- forever In Parad|Se on earth

ful ones today? 24. What must you do jf you want to enjo
Izie w4|thout éeatlhw Paradljseyon ear{h 1oy
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Who Molds Your Thinking?

it"1V TO ONE tells me what to think! And

JL>| no one tells me what to do!” Say-
ing that so emphatically usually means that
you have great confiderice in ydurself and in

our own d deent IS that "how you feel?

nderstan ab y, no one else should make up
your mind YOU But Is it wise to reject
so quic a/wha might turn out to be good
ad vrce an ng one at aI ever help you to
make wise decisions? A )(can you rea-

h be sure that someon%rs not, in fact, Hr
r ourthrnkrng without your even being
aware of It?

Prior to the second world war, for example
JosePh Goebbes Hrterspropa and amrnrs
ter, 100k control of Germany s Ilm industry.

3/ Because he reaIrzed t at this would

give him an extremely_powerful weapon
wrth which he could “influence. eoples be-
(Jefsan enc&therrbe aviour.”

a an % erman Cinema
You are pro ably aware of the chi Irng effec-
tiveness with w rch he used this and other
means to manipulate ordinary RI ople—nor-
nrha ratré)nal people—to follow Nazi philoso-

he fachs that how ou thrnk and hence
how gou act, rsawag Influence rn some
the feelings and views of those to
whom you listen. “This need not be a bad
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thrn of course. If these are people who
ave our Interests at heart—lrke teachers
rren or parents—then you will get Erz;rea
benefit from their counsel and agvice. But If
they are people who have only their own in-
terests at heart and who are themselves mis-
led or corrupted in their thinking, “deceiyers
of the mind,” as the apostle Paul described
them, then beware!—Titus 1:10; Deuterono-

my 13:6-8

thus do not ecome complacent and think
that no one could ever inflience YOU (Gom-
pare 1 Corinthians 10:12.) Most Tikely it Is
already. happenrnrrr—more frequently’ than
you mr? ht care {0 admrt—wrthout Your
even noticing. Take the srmpe example of
what produc you decide to buy when you
00 shopprng s.that always a Rurely person
al, rationaldecision? Or do other people, of-
ten ungeen, subtly but owerfuII affect our
choroe nvestr trve journa rst Eric
thinks th eg/ ne more \we are bombar e
byadvertr rng " he says, “the less we notrce
and yet, almost certair y, the more we are af-
fected "He also reports that when people are
asked how effective the feel advertising s,
“most agree that it works, but not on them
People tena to feel that everxone else 15 vul-
nerable, but they are not. “Alone rﬁ seems,
they are immung.™—The Want Makers.



Squeezed Intg Satan’s Mold?

Whether you are influenced by everyday

advertising “may not have serrous conse
uences ere 'Is another influence

Yer th at IS much ore dang EFOLﬁ Th e |

clearly shows that Satan Is the master
maan lator. (Revelation 12:9) His philoso-
asically the same as tHe thinking of
one advertisin a ent who said that there'are
fwo ways to Influence customers— by seduc-
Ing them or bycondrtronmg them.” I propa-
r[randrsts and advertisers can use such subtle
echniques to mold your thinking, how.much
more skilled Satan must be at usmg similar
ot ol lw his. Hefeaed hat
e apastle Paul knew this. He feared tha
some O%RHS lelrowC ristians mrght et therr
8uar down and become victims of Satan’s
ecelt. He wrote; “I am afraid that some-
how, as the serpent seguced Eve by its cun-
ning, your, mings mrg t be corrupted away
from t e smcerrty and the chastrty that are
ue the Christ.” 8 orrnthrans 1:3) Take
tat warning seriusly. Qtherwise ou may
be i ethé) r?d Pew 10 believe t atpro
anda an fo itloning do.work—"out nof on
em.” The Tctt atS tanic Iﬁ)ropadandagoes
work is clearly seen all around Us In the bru-
talit depravrt and hypocrisy that charac-
terize this generation.

Paul, therefore, begded his gllow Chris-
tians o durt ern ash |one fter this
system of things.” {Romans 12:2) One Bi-
b e translator D raphrase Paul swords this

Dont let th ewor
yl rntotrts own mould th oma}n |
anwill try anything to force you into

@mo?d like te/ o¥ter rgf old whd/ forced
the clay into an open mold to gr
markings and characteristics h Wane
Im ress on It. Safan has tge world’s oIr
fics, commerce, r |%|on and entertainment
ﬁeare up to_do that. Just how pervasive s
IS Influence? It Is as wrdeeread a? It wa? n
the apostle John’s day. “The whole world,”

roun you squeezle_

John sard 19 Iyrr%g in the power ofthe wrck
ed one,’ ohn see also 2 Corinthians
l) If you have any doubts about Satan’s
aility fo seduce people and corrupt their
thrnkrng remember how effectrvel he drd
this to woenatrono feog e, |srael, wo
were dedicated to G o Corinthians 1
12) Mrght the same thin ha(r)r pen toy u7 t
could If you leave your mind open to Satan’s
seductive Influence.

Know What s Going On
In the main, such msrdrous orces will in-

quence our_thinki let them,
Inhish d/o The |rq3e I;erSLY rs Vance
Packard made this_ p

We stil
stro eence avail ab|e agarnst suchathd
grsua ers: we can choose not t e
R ed. Invirtually all situations we stil
ave the choice, and we cannat be too serious-
1ymanr pu lated it we know what is %omg on.”
hat Is also true of propaganda and deceit
Of course, to “know what is orng on,” you
must keep your mind oloen ant receptivé 1o
Hoo |anuences mind u]ustafa
A e el
It 15 O | v
kgof mtlormatrorn cgn b)e jSSt as lethal
as mrsm formation. So while i’1s true that
you need to protect your mind from mrslead
mg Ideas and phrlos hre? tr nott?d
P raundrced and nical view of al awce
or information ofteréd to you.—1John 4:1.
Honest persuasron IS not the same thrnq
as hid den Pro 9an a. The apostle_Pau
certarn did n young man Trmo
e on the ooou I “wicked men
and |m£ostors who] will gvance from (ad,
to worse, misleading an erng misle
But P au added: You however ontinue In
the th rn%s that (you learned an were er
suaded to believe, knowing from what p
so Syou learned tem 2 Timot
T everything you' take into your
nd will Iinfluenceyou to some degree,
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the key is ‘knowing from what persons you
learn things,"to be'sure that they are peple
who have your best interests a

their own.

The choice is Iyours You can choose to be
“fashioned after’ this system of things” by
letting this world’s ;r)] hilosophies and” value
systems governyour thinking. (Romans 12:2)

ut this world does not have your interests
at heart, “Look out,” therefore warns the
apostle PauI “nerhaps there may be someone
Wh owr carrydyouo as his prey through the
Phr osophy and empty eceptro according to
he traditjon of men; (Colossrans 2:8) Being
squeezaerd |ento Saatgrn S mo mttah Igswr%, or(t))ret

jed r

? frke passive smof<ep %u can eaf?ected
srmply by breathing the polluted air,

AIternatrver you can avoid breathing that
“air.” (Ephesians 2:2 Instead follow Paul’s
advrce Be transfo med by making your
mind over that you ma gprove t0,yoursél ves
the goo and accepta and perfect will of

Romans 12:2) This does take effort,
(Prove s 2:1-5) Remember, Jehovah Is no
manipulator. He makes all the_needed. infor-
mation available, but to benefit from it, you
must listen to 1t and let it affect your think-

Ing. (Isaiah 30:20, 21; 1 Thessalonians 2:13)
You must be willing to fill your mind with
the truth contained”in “the’holy writings,”

heart, not

In Our Next Issue

Is Everlasting Life Really Possible?
Do You Show Yourself Thankful?

How to Recognize and Overcome
Any Spiritual Weakness
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t(%o/d’s_ inspired Word, the Bible.—2 Timo-

Respond to Jehovah’s Molding

The need for a willing t%edrent response
on your part if you areto benefit from Je-
hovahs moIdrn% Influence was owerfuIIy
Illustrated when Jenovah told the prophet
Jeremiah to visjt the workshop of g potter,
Jeremiah saw the potter change his mind
about What to do with one vessel when the
Bro duct he was tryi nér f0. make ‘vv%ss poiled

potter’s Han Jehova then said:

m| not able to do gust like_this potter to
you eopl ousde f Israel? . .. Look! As
la rnthe hand of th epotter S0 you are
n mg and, 0 house of 1Srael.” (Jeremiah
18:1 Drd hat mean that people in Israel
werejust |ike lumps of lifeless clay in Jeho-
vah's'hands for him to moId arbrt arily into
one kind of vessel or another?

Jehovah ne(yer Uses his aImrghty power to
ma epeo le thrngs dag%arnst nelr will: nor

res onsrbefor ectrve roducts as

mrg the'the case with ah uman otter. %Deu-
teronomy 32:4) Defects develop when those
whom Jéhovah'tries to mold in aposrtrve Way
resist hrs direction. That is one huge differ-
ence petween you and_a lifeless 1ump of clay.
You have free will, Exercrsrn% It, you can
choose to respond to Jehovahs molding in-
fluence or deliberately reject it.

\What a sohering lesson! How much better
to Irsten to Jehovahs voice Instead of ar-
rog(a i assertrngd i No one tells me what

ence. (Jonn 3 elrngtﬁgssgaﬂmjlgt Ig\%

who prayed Make me know your O Ways,
Q Jefavah; te%ch eyour ownoat S, gP(sa

25:4) Remem elwv Krng Solomon said: “A
\s,\tlr?recﬁgﬁon ero | At ten an ta e 0rn more rn
youdo then “thrnkrn a@rlrt |ty fwr kee

uard over you drsc%nmen itself will safe-
uard you.™—Prover



AS TOLD BY PASCAL STISI

The night wes already well along, and the
streats of the town of Beziers, southern
France, were emp% Finding the newly painted

wall of a religion

ookshop, my friend and |

scrawled on 1t in giant black Ietters the words of
the German philosopher Nietzsche: The gods are dead
Long live the Superman!” What, though, led me to all of this?

WAS born in France in 1951 into a

Catholic family of Italian extraction.

When | was & child, we would go on
vacation to the south of ltaly, There, each
vrllage had |ts image of the Vrrrqrn Mary.
Walking with my grandfather, T followgd
these hur{e dressed statues in endless pro-
cessions through the mountajins—but en-
tirely without Conviction. | finished my ba-
sic educatron at a religious school run by
Jesuits. However, | cannot remgmber hear-
mgGaérythrng that really built my faith

|t was when | enrolled at a unrversrty in
MontPellrer to study medicine that | began
to ref ect on the é)urpose of life. My fat er
been mrure urrng the war“and al-

wa s had doctors at his bedside, Would it
of be better to end war rather than spend

so much time and effort healing people
from its ravages? Yet, the Vietnam War was

in full swing. To me the only logical way to
treat lung cancer, forexamBIe was to efim-
inate its primary cause—tobacco. And what
of the illnesses that resulted. from malnu-
trition in developing countries and those
that resulted from overeating in rich lands?
Wauld it not be better to remove the caus-
es instead oft%ng to remedy the grievous
consequences? Why was there so much suf-
ferrng on earth? | felt that there was some-
thing'terribly wrong with this suicidal soci-
ety, and I heId the overnments responsrble

avorrte boo was written by an an-
archrst and | would cop¥sentences from it
onwalls. Little by little, 1too became an an-
archist, without faith or moral laws, who
wanted no God or master. For me, God and
religion were the inventions of the rich and
powerful so that they could dominate and
exploit the rest of us. ‘Work hard for ys
onearth, and your reward will be great in
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Paradrse in heaven,’they seemed to say. But
he time of the odfs Was over. People need-
e0 to be told. Graffiti was one wa@ of tell-

In

%\s a result, my studres Were reIe at
ed to second Place In the r}neant Jn
enrolled to stud ﬁeograp y an ecoogy
in another Montpellier'university wherea
state of msurreotron reigned. The more |
studied ecol o? v, the more disqusted | was to
see the polluy mjg of our beautiful planet.

EverR/ gear uring summer vacatr n, I
went t hhrkrn? covering thousan ?
miles throughout Europe. While traveling
and talking With hundreds, of drvers, [ saW
with my own eyes the evil and. decay af-
flicting human Society. Once, while search-
rn? for paradise, I came across some ma%
nificent beaches. on the beautiful (sfand of
Crete and found them covered with ol |
felt sick at heart. Was there acomer of par-
adise [eft anywhere on earth?

Back to the Land

In France ecologrsts Were advocatrng
return to the land s a so utron to socle
WOES. Iwanted to work with my hands. o
| bought an old stone house In atrn vil-
Ia?e |n the fo%thr |s of the Ceverwes(l\/loun
tains In southern France.
wrot Paradrse Now,” thesogano Amer-
|oan ipples. A oung German grrl who was
passin throu became my companion. |t
Was out of the question to get married in
front of th errm/or a regresentatrve of the
system. And thé church et 1t!

M st of the time, Wewalke Baref ot a
| had | gharran asag ear Cu
vatrn%]fr its and ve%stabl fascrnate me.
In summer th ue and ecrca
das sang Th scru land flowers were so fra-
‘gNran Medrterranean fruits that

rew—grapes and flgs—were so succu-
ntt It se_r% d) that we hgad foung our niche
In paradise.
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Belief in God Awakens
At the unrversrty, I had studied ¢ Ild]lar
bro og em ryol ogg and anatomy, an
been eepxrmprs b%tecom plexity
and armo dyo al these echanrsms Now
ttat Ifcod contemplate and ob ser\t/e Cre-
ation |rs han ever ay, 1S heau
potential filled me Wyrth \)r,vonder Da;y a?ter
day the hook of creation spoke to nie age
bﬁ/ ? One day during a Iong wal
the hifls and after having reflected deeply
on life, 1 came to the cont sron that there
had to'be a Creator, | decided in my heart
to believe In God. Prevrouslty | had fe tan
emptrness |n m eart a troubl q lonel-
ness ay that | started to bé |eve In
fard to mxself Pascal, ﬁou will nev-

er be alone again.” It was an extraordinary
sensatron

Soon a ter mg comganron and | had alit-
tle grr— mandine. She was the a‘oBIe of
my eye. Now that | believed in God %
to"res egt the few moral laws thaf | k
| stopped stealing and lying, andlsoon re-
alized that this helped’méto avoid many
Rroblems with those around me. Yes, we
ad our problems, and my paradise was not
all that'I had hoped for. The local wine
ﬂ]rowers use msectrcrdes and herbicigles
at also polluted my crops. My question
about the caul%e of wickedness was still un-
answered. What 1s more, although | had
read much on family life, thrs did”not pre-
vent heated argumentswrt my companion.
¥Ve had few friends, nd thoie we had were

alse: some even trrﬁ t0 make gcompan
lon cheat on me. There had to be a better
paradise.

The Answer to My Prayers
In my qwn way, | Pra éd very often for
God to 9urde me’in lite. One Sunday morn-
ing  f e woman named Irené Lo ez
and her little boy came to our door,
was one of Jehovah's Witnesses. | Irstened



to what she had to say and accepted the
offer of another visit."Two_ men came tg
see me. From our conversation, | retained
two things—Paradise and Gods Krnﬂd
| carefully kept those thoughts in my heart,
and with the passing monfns | understood
that one day | would have to put things
right with Gog if | wanted to_have a clean
conscience and find real happiness.

To brrng our life into harmony with the
Word of mP/ companron Was at first
drs 0sed 0 marrv me. T en she Eot Into

companywrt eornew 0 mocke

his faws. Coming home one errn eve
nrng Ihadaterrrble shock, Qur house was
empty. My companion had Ieft takrnP our
three-year-0Jd girl with her. For days keR
waiting for their return—but invam. Rat
er than blaming God, | prayed for him to

Sphortl thereafter Itook the Bible, sat
down ungd ermv fig tree, and ﬁan t0 read,
In fact Idran |n |ts words. T ou h | had
rea dall k |n 5. of books by CPsyc oanaysts

dpsyc ologists, never fia Icome across
such wrsdom This book must. have been
drvrnelv Inspired, Jesus’ teaching and his
understanding of human nature “astound-
ed me. | was Comforted by the Psalms and
amazed by the practical wisdom of the Proy-
erbs. | quickly realized that while the study
ofcreatron Isexcellent for drawing someone
to God, |tcan reveannIy ‘the fririges of his

Wa
ot ey
EFltrea mga h%to%%ne i IyvesI Thea'FPtyth
h)e me to unders and why man

was facl Pan emic PO lution, wafs, In-

creasrnlg violence, and the threat of nucle-
ar annifilation. And just as the red sky that

Socfe)tjtplrﬁhN%wb)votrthe IWatchtower Bible and Tract

| saw from my garden heralded fine weath-
er the fol owrng day,, these events roved
that ods#<rng om is at hand, As for the
Famr book, | Wrshed that | could
sowr to mv}compamon and tell her that
we could b% utting the Bible’s
advice into practrce ut it Was no longer
possible.

Makrng Spiritual Progress

| wanted to know more, so | asked Robert,
a Witness, to vrsrt me, Much to his sur rrse
[ told him'that T wanted to get baptized, s

a Bible study was started. | |mmed|ately
began speak |ng to others about what | was
Iearnrn? and 1 started to distribyte the
Blublrca ons that | obtained at the Kingdom

In order to earn a living, | enrolled in
a masonry course. Aware of the good that
God’s Word can do for a person; | seized
every opportunity to preach informally to
fellow students dnd to teachers. One &ve-
ning, | met Serge in a corridor. He had some
ma%azrnes in his hands. I see that you like
reading,” | said to him. “Yes, but I'm bored
with tiis.” “Do you want something really
good to read?” I asked him. We had an ex-
cellent discussion about God’s Krnridom af-
ter which he accepted some Bible litera-
ture. The following week, he came to the
Kingdom Hall witli me, and a Bible study
was started.

One day | asked Robert if | could preach
from house to house. He went to his closet
and found  suit for me. The next Sunday,
| took_my frrst st eps In the ministry wi
him, Finally, on March 7, 1981, I publicly
symbolized my dedication to Jehovah God
by baptism.

Help While in Distress
In the meantime | had found out where
Amandine and her mother were living
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abroad. Alas, her mother—in all legali-
ty, according to the laws of the country
Where she was living—forbade me to. see
my daughter, | was devastated. Amanding’s
mother'married, and my despair reached a
new low when [ receivéq an official notifi-
cation that her husband had adopted my
daughter—entirely without my consent.
no_longer had any rI?htS over my child. In
spite af legal action, T was unablé to obtain
visitatjon n%hts. | felt as if | were carrying
aahiHndred pounds on my back, such was my
But Jehovah's Word sustained me in sev-
eral ways. One day when | was extreme-
y distressed, | repeated over and over the
words of Proverbs 24:10: “Have you shown
ourselfdlscour_aped in the day of distress?
our power will be scanty.” This verse
helped me not, to break down. On anoth-
er occasion, after a setback In trying to
see my daughter, 1 went oyt in the fin-
Istry and %rasped the handle of my book
bag as hard as | could. Through such dif-
ficult moments, | was able to experience the
truth of Psalm 126:6, which says: “The one
that without fail goes forth, even w?epl_nﬁ,
carr¥|ng along.a Bagrul of seed, will wit
out fail” come™in with a joyful cry, carry-
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Moved
of creation, | decided in my
heart to believe in God.

( Right)n Bethel

service today

ing along his sheaves.” An
important lesson | learned
IS that when you have Se-
rious trials, once you have
done all you can” to sort
them out, you have to put
them behind you and press
on with determination in
Jehovah’s service. This is
the only way to keep your joy.

Rea_chmﬁ Out for Something Better
Seeing the changes that | had made, my
dear parents offeréd to help me to contin-
Ue my studies at the university, | thanked
them; but now | had another goal. The truth
had freed me from human phllosoph¥,_mys-
ticism, and astrolog(y. | now had real friends
who would never Kill one another in war.
And | finally had the answer to my ques-
tions about ‘why there was_so much suf-
fering on earth.. Qut of gratitude | wanted
to sefve God with all my strength. Jesus
had devoted himself entirely to his minis-
try, and | wanted to follow his example.

In 1983,1?ave up my masonry business
to become a Tull-time minister. In answer
to my prayers, | found part-time work in a
gark t0 %up ort mlyself. Whata jv?)( |t was to

ttend the pioneer school along with Serge,
the young man to whom | had Witnessed"in
masonry School! After three years as a reg-
ular pioneer, | felt the desire to do even
more in Jehovah’s service. Thus, in 1986,1
was appointed to be a special pioneer in the
Blct,ures ue town of Provins, not far from
aris. Often, on commg home In the eve-
ning, I kneltin prayer t0 thank Jehovah for

bythe wonders



the wonderful day that | had spent in talk-
ing to others about him. In fact, my two
%reatest pleasyres In life_are speaking to

od and Speaking ahout God, _

Another great joy for me was the haptism
of my 687}/ear-old mother who lived_ in Ce-
bazan, alittle village in the south of France.
When my mother Degan to read the Bible,
' sent her subscriptionsto . \Watchtower
and Awake! She was a thinking person,
and very soon she came to recognize the
ring of truth in what she read.

Beghel.—A markable
Iritual Paradise _
When the Watch Tower Society decided
to reduce the number of special piongers, |
applied for the Ministerial Training School
and for Bethel, the branch office of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in France. | wanted to leave
it up to_Jehovah to decide how best | could
serve him. A few months later, in Decem-
ber 1989, | was invited to Bethel in Lou-
viers, northwest France. This proved to be
an excellent outcome, as the locaion en-
abled me to help my brother and sister-in-
law to care for my parents when the%/ be-
came very ill. | would not have been able to
do this had | heen in missionary service
thousands of miles away. _

My mother came to visit me several times
at Bethel. Even if it was a sacrifice for her
to live away from me, she often told me:
“Stay at Bethel, Son. |'m happy that you are
serving Jehovah In this way;” Sadly, both
my parents have now passed away. How |
look forward_to seeing them In an earth
transformed into a literal paradise!

| really believe that if any house de-
serves the description “Paradise Now,” it is
Bethel—the “House of God"—for the real
paradise is, above all else, spiritual, and
spmtuahty reigns at Bethel, We have the
opportunity to Cultivate the fruitage of the

spirit. (Galatians 5:22, 23) The rich spiritu-
al food that we receive during the daily Bi
ble text discussion and the family study of
The Watchtower helps to strengthen me
for Bethel service. Furthermore, being able
to associate with spiritually-minded Broth-
ers and sisters who have been serving Je-
hovah faithfully for decades makes Bethel
a Unique place in which to grow spwﬂual{l}x.
Although I have been separated from my
daughtér for 17 years now, | have found nu-
mergus zealous youths at Bethel, whom |
consider to be my children, and in whose
spiritual progress | take delight. Over the
past eight years, | have had séven different
assignments. While these changes have not
always been easy, such training Is benefi-
cial in the long run.

| used to grow a type of bean that pro-
duces a hundredfold. ‘Similarly, | have expe-
rienced that when you sow what is bad, you
reap a hundred times worse—and not just
one harvest. Experience is a school where
the lessons are very costly. I would prefer
never to have been’enrolled in that school
but, rather, to have been hrought up in Je-
hovah’s ways. What a privilege for those
youths who are brougnt_up y Christian
parents! Without a doubt, it'is bietter to sow
what 15 good In Jehovah’s service and to
reap a hundred times more peace and sat-
isfaction.—Galatians 6:7, 8. _

When | was 3 pioneer, | sometimes
passed by the religion bookshop on whose
wall we wrote the anarchist slogan. | have
even been inside and spoken to'the owner
about the living God and his purpose. Yes,
God 1s alive! What Is more, Jehovah, the
only true God, Is a faithful Father, who nev-
er abandons his children. #Revelatlon 15:4)
May further multitudes from all nations
findthe sglrlt_ual Paradlse now—and the re-
stored Paradise {0 come—bg/ serving and
praising the living God, Jehdvah!
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For nearly a thousand years,

a hattle raged for the hearts of the
Israelite nation. Superstitious fear
and sexual rites on the one hand
fought agamst faith and loyalty on
the other. This life-and-cleath
struggle pitted the worship of Baal
against the worship of Jehovah.

ULD the nation of Israe I clin g
fa|thf II){ to the tr God
rou emoutoEy*’?
0dus20 ?rwouldt defect
to Baal, the avorite % of Canaan, whc

promised to make the land fertile?

This spiritual battle, fought thousands
of years ago matters to us."Why? “These
thmgs wrote the apostle Paul, “Were writ-
ten Tor a warning 1o US upon whom the
ends of th es{xstems of things h ave arrived.”
1Cor|nth|a s 10:11) The underlying warn-

g of this h|stor|c conflict will be more
meaningful if we understand who Baal was
and what Baal worship involved.

Who Was Baal?

The Israelites came in_contact with Baal
when the arrlved In Canaan, about the
year 1473 BCE. They ound that the Ca-
naanites wor hut)ed a muIt|tu ) %f?f who

meer)?i% H Ijgerentn T%GSS%HE%XPHJ[ erent

charactenstms The Bible, however, smgles
out Baal as the principal god of the Cangan-
Ites, and archaeolo% ical di scovenesc n|rm

I preeminence. | rer%esgod1 o e rﬂ%

Baal was not t
theon, he was the god wh mattere %st
ho the Canaanites They believed t e

ad power over the raln the Wln



the clouds and that he alone could deliv-
er the p eoPne—as well as their animals and
crops—from stertlity or even geath. Without
Baal’s protectjon, Mot a vindictive Canaan-
|te %od] would surely bring calamities down

Baal worﬁhro uls d with sexual rrte
ve fhe cts connecte

Ea ||ke acred Iarsan sa re oles
a sexHa conno atr ns vBRarent

c gr f] f I hewh stonés J
orm allic sy oI—rri resente Baal
temae art of the sexua Hnron es
cred noles, on the o%er and, were WOO
% ecs or trees t (at represe\wteo‘ Ashe-
rah, Baal’s consort and the female element.

Temo?e prostltutron and child sacrrfrce
were other romrnent aspectso Baal wor-
shrg§1 In

o1 317' e%%%"gt%e gghae%logtta:le?aéjrg Rytcgoa\%aaéertrh%aa

male and female ﬁrostrtute sacre men
and women) and all sorts of sexua gxcesses
Were practiced [CanaanrtesJ elieved that |
someI (agrt ese rites, caused the crops aﬂ

F to p{osoer That at least was t
re (IJIOUS jEStI ication, aléhouoh such |mmo
rality gountless ﬁp ealed to th eé(J
sires of the worsnipers. How, then, Baal
seduce the Israelités’ hearts?

Why So Attractive?

Perh smany Israelites preferred practic-
are ﬁron tn/at r?emand%d‘rtte (ﬁ | &1)

“Inthe temfles of the Canaanrtis there were

[q > @ N}

orshiping Baal they were spar
servance ft eLaw sugh asthepS bath and
the many moral restrictions. evrtr}cus
30 Deuteronom 513 Poss emate
ral Prosperrtg anaanites convrnced
others that Baal needed to be ap ﬁease

a aanite shrines, ténown as hpIace%
an ocate In wRoe FOVES On~spurs. 0

Bt raarns ave formed an at ractrve
ac% roptot efertr t\y ﬁes that were pr
tice th re. Before lorg, the Israelites ere

0 ket krse%:e%urld%ge\t%?t Bl ﬁW?”h e

|
tree” —? Kings 14

not content wrth frequentrn Canaanite, sa-

rs and sacred

les " Lpon
and un er ever

oy ST ﬁ)l\ luxurrant

every
Hosea 4:13.
But first and %remost Baal worshi
ealed to the fles A la)rlatran 5:19- 21 T
ensua ractrceswe eyana the de e
r(:ro arl) ﬁrds Sexwas?orr hed
|s |sevr erlce eyt e many fi urnest at
ave been unearthéd, with e ad erated sex-
ual features d ctrn sexual arousal. Feait
In ancrn mu ic set the mood for
centious b e avror
Weca |ma?|neat prcalfcene |near au
tumn. In a st |k|nr% atura setfing Vg
b%/feastrng and str ula erne or-
shipers dance, Their ?rtrlr dance is |n-
rom iS'S mmerrn

ssed b
und an roun e nalhc ﬁarsand
y 00. The movements gartrc

a f PO est?

uaré/ hgse 0 tetem le rost(!lrh

erotiC and sensual. usic and the audi-
rf]ce drjve the o(n And kely, at the climax
the ance t e ancersre pair fo the cham-

bers of the house ¢ Baa for immoral re-

lations.—Numbers 25:1, 2; compare Exodus
32:6, 11-19; Amos 2:8.

They Walked by Srdht Not by Faith
Whae such asensd form ot}worshrri at-
tracted many, eab so drove the |srae tes

towar a WOyship. ﬁs # e Israe |tes
terr alt Jehovan, fear of the d ea
ear o hf uture and a fascination, with
the occut them’ |nto practici rI;s |r|t|sm
which mth nvolved rrtes% tHr%s
nternational Standard Bi-

E%I?}Z” e
e
c?run enness an intaregpossrg

i il -
VO vrng |ncest nw IC gase ere
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thought to partrchate ' Taking gart in such
ding spiritis cpractrcess paratedt e
Israe |tes more and more from their God, Je-
hovanh.—Deuteronomy 18:9-12.

Idols—and assocrated rituals—also at-
trafted those sr%elrtes who ore%err d to
5g7t rat er than h t/] alt
rinthians 2Evena ter seerug Pectacu ar
miracles at the mvisible han eova
many Israelites who had IeftE )éot eItt e
need for a visual reminder of h F X0qus
32 4& Some of thelr dﬁscenda tf Ikewise
wished to worship something visible, such as

the 1dols of Baal.—1 Kings 12:25-30.

Who Was Vrctorrous?

The battle for the Israelites” hearts raged

o ceplures Hor e Lme ey anived o
| |

the Bromrsed ang to theytrme of thelr deg

Portatron to Bab on The advantage seemed

0 move hack an forth. At times, the major-
ity of the Tsraelites sta ed loyal to Jehovah,
bt fre uentl¥ they tufned 0 Baal. Agrrn
cro% reason Tor t rs was thejr association

th the pagan peoples around them.

After their military defeat, the Canaan-
ites fought by more subtle means. They lived
alongside the Israelites and encouraged their
conquerors to make the | ods ofthe and their
own. Such courgdﬁous rJ es as Gigeon and
Samuel resrfte IS trend. Samue exhort
ed the peoP Put away the f orer os

and direct your heart unswerv
Jehovah and serve him alone.” For atrme th e
Rraelrtes heede SamuFlsexhortatr n, an
3/ ut awayt e Baals and the Ashtoret
g5 d egan servrngGJehovah alone.”
amuel 7:3;'4; Judges

After the rerpns of Saul and Davrd Solg-
mon In hrs |ate ggars Kgfan to ma esa rr
fices to | orergng S ér ?
krnrfrs of Israel and Judah dIrkewse and
surrendered to Baal. Nevertheless, faithful
prophets and kings, such as Elijan, Elisha,

30 THEWATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1999

and Josrah took the lead in frghtrngFagarnst
Baal Worshr (2 Chronicles urther
more, rou%v out this \}) rrod of Israe Ite his-
tor tere ere individuals who remained
fal hfu to ehovah Evendurrn%the time of
Aha an Jezebel when Baal w rshrp{ Was at
|ts er%t Seven thousand refused to bend
their Knees to Baal.—1 Kings 19:18.

FrnaII after the Jews returned from ex-
ile in aby on, there is no further mention
of Baal worshrg Like those referred to at
Ezra 6:21, all ‘separated themselves from the
uncleanness of enatron of the land, to
search for Jehovah the God of Israel.’

Warnrn%s From the Worshr of Baal
Although the worship of BaaI has long
ge drsappeared that Canaanite religion
toda ssocretg ave one thrn(Ir In com-
mon—th ?orrfrc tion of sex. Enticements
to immorality seem to be in the very air
that we breathe (Ephesians 2221 “WE are
uyo a arnst th e unseen ower that controls
this dark wor and sp rrrtua aFgents from

the very_headquarters of evil,” Paul warms.
Tlohe)slrans ql fgahrllr

IS “unseen_power” of Satan Promotes
sexual immoralify in order to enslave peo-
ple sprrrtuall¥ ohn 8:34) In today’s per-
missjve socrey exual abandon Is not prac-
ticed as a fertility rite but rather, as a

way to frnd ersonal fqur Iment or 'to. do
oné’s own th

as Persyasive. g|-hI’OU lh eﬁtoﬁa f?f?fe%tls USt

sIc, and advertrsrng, sexual messages satu
rate peoPnes CONSCIOUSNess, od S fservants
are_not Immune to this assault. In fact, the
ma;orrt of those disfellowshipped from the

hristi n ongre%%tron are rndrvr uals who
sucoume to Su practroes ti y con-
trnua x repu ratrn%; these immoral stg es
nr]oan]ss ill a Christian remain chaste.—

Youn Wrtnesses are especially expgsed to
danger, gsrnce many thrngéJ they hta;P find at-



Ruins in Gezer of sacred pillars
used in Baal worship

make matter have to
resist the influence of other youn
ones ur |n%t em on, om are"Prov-
erbs 1:10-1 otitfew have ot Into
frouble, for example, at Iar? ather-
|n s. A In Baal worshi nC|ent
es, music, dancing, and sexual ﬁ
Eez make a heady mix—2 Timot

tractive are %)ackar% tWlth sex. To

‘How will a young man cleansehls ath?”  formerly had for meettn sse lies.
asket? mtstg “B eepln onpnarét Tt nya tltude befra s? acﬂ Tge ce
accor |n o Je ovah’s| word "“he re |n eova rowsm of spirit ua at

salm 1 g ust as God’s Law comman rt| § Nathew 24:45- 472 Thus

e [sraelifes to s uncose association W|th wea en m| t loosen on g
t eCana nites, so the Bihle alerts us to.the  the wor " 0r even deve IVI

anngers unW|seass clation. (%Connthtans ed heart, Perhaps succumbing to materialis-
¥]oung nstta SNoWS F]s Mma- ¢ Eursu ts or mmoraht;a(—Phl Ippians 2

h%r!st N aﬁ ne S tIsvn rat whic V\}/ 16; compare Psalm 119:11

1S moraH T L? Lt w PEn Holdtn Fast to Qur Intenrlty

cannot aHo We tid e ?popu ar .opl hton to No doubt about it, to?ayabatte IS'being

make our eclt]smns or us.—1 Kings Wa ed of the heart, Wllwesta}/ Y 0 Je-

compare Matthew 7:13,14, hovah or becomemdetracked by the oosellv

Anather warning concerns loss of fatth mg of this world? Sad éo S J ust aste |s-
“the smthat eaﬁl entang Ies us " (He WQPWS raglites gravitated to. disgusting, Canaanite

EhEeT e o e

O(P Who w rotectt 3 acts.—Compare Proverhs 7.7, 21-23.
sup? their d act)F Fes Perh aﬁst elt Suchaspptntual defeat can Pe avoided if,

} hova(h% In erusa em was too  |jke Moses, we. contmue ste %st as seem
araway and thaf t e%ee In Wswa the One Who is InVISI le. §§H¥ %73
n:;rac ca Baal worshi w ssoun eman tfort

rue1 hveto PB g \g

e sty eIl
emia & :29 Pos q the Il ted| to ‘Baal Wardto he ttmepwhenp# alse worship wl |s-
worship by [ust s ome of the rtes  appear forever. Just as the w rsh|E tJ 0-
or eve J? \%ng o?tgenngs to Baal In the gh) rev ?e d over Baal wor?np, 0 We ca
name of Jehova B ?%et at soon ‘“the earth || certainly

v¥m|ght Wif lose fattg and %Iowl dra ed with the knowl%dgeo Jehova s
away from the | r]g Hebrews 3: VZ the Wwaters are covering the very sea.”—Isa-
We Could gradually [dse the appreciationwe iah 11:9.

In
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Authorities Praise Withesses

Cadiz, Spain, a seaport city situated some

00 miles southwest of Madrid, mayor Dona

ofila Martinez presented a plaque (pictured
above) to Jehovah's Witnesses. It reads: "The city
hall of Cadiz to Jehovah's Witnesses in apprecia-
tion for their collaboration and efforts in behalf of
this city." What did the Witnesses do to receive this
honor?

It was given in recognition of the work the Wit-
nesses had done to renovate part of the city's
municipal stadium. Over several weekends, hun-
dreds of Witnesses volunteered to help remodel the
ground-floor restrooms of the Carranza football
stadium. Now, all who use the stadium benefit from
the pipes, plumbing fixtures, and flooring that were
installed.

For some time, Jehovah's Witnesses have en-
joyed a good relationship with the city of Cadiz.

Every year, city hall kindly makes the Carranza Sta-
dium available to the Witnesses for their annual dis-
trict convention. Therefore, the Witnesses are glad
to do what they can to help keep the stadium in
good repair.

In addition to occasional physical labors, how-
ever, Jehovah's Witnesses regularly visit the city's
neighborhoods to support the public in another
way. They proclaim the "good news" of God's
Kingdom. Of course, they do not engage in their
public ministry in order to receive praise from
men. It is performed in obedience to Jesus' com-
mand to preach the "good news of the kingdom"
and to "make disciples of people of all the na-
tions." (Matthew 24:14; 28:19) In this way, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses hope to serve the community by
educating people in "the path of righteousness."
— Proverbs 12:28.
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