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The Last Day
of JESUS’

Human Life

Itis late Friday afternoon, Nisan 14,
3C.E. A group ofmen and women are

about to bury a dearfriend. One of

the men, Nicodemus, has b_rou%ht spices

toprepare the bodyfor burial, A man

named Joseph has'supplied clean linen to

wrap the bruised and battered corpse.

HO are these people, and who are they bury-

ing? Does all of this affect you? To answer

W these questions, let us go back to the begin-
ning of that momentous day.

~ Thursday Evening, Nisan 14

A bright full moon s rising slowly over Jerusa-
lem. Thé crowged city Is s_ett_lln% down after a busy
day. This evening the"air is filled with the aroma of
roasting lamb. Yes, thousands of peaple are prepar-
ing for"a special event—the annual celebration of
the Passover. _ _

.In a large guest room, we find Jesus Christ and
his 12 apostles at a prepared table. Listen! Jesus is
speaking. “l have greatly desired to eat this passover
with yol before I'suffer,” he says. (Luke 22:15) Je-
sus kiows that his religious enemies are intent on
having him killed. But hefore that happens, some-
thing ‘very significant will take place this evening.
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After the Passover has been observed, Je-
sus announces: “One of you will betray me.
Matthew 26:21) This distresses the” apos-
tles. Who could it possibly be? After some
discussion, Jesus tells Judds Iscariot; “What
you are doing get done more quickly.” (John
13:21) _AIthou_(‘; the others do not realize i,
Judas Is a traitor. He leaves to carry out his
dastardly role in the plot against Jésus.

A Special Observance

Jesus now institutes an entirely new ob-
servance—one that will commerorate his
death. Taking a loaf of hread, Jesus says
a prayer of thanks over it and divides it
up. “Take, eat,” he directs. “This means
my body which js to be given in your be-
half.” When each of them has eaten some
of the bread, he takes a cup of red wine

e

and says a blessing over it. “Drink quf of
It all of you,” Jesus tells them, explglnln :
“This cu eags the Rew coyenant by Vir-
tue of my blood, which is to be poured qut
In your benalf.” He nstructs the remain-
Ing"11 faithful apostles: “KeeR doing this In
remembrance of me."—Matthew_26;26-28;
Lu+<ﬁ 2t2:19, 20; 1JC0r|nE<h|adn|s 11:24, 25, i

at evening Jesus kindly prepares his
|oyal aﬁ),ostles ?or what lies thadpand con-
firms is deep love for them. “No one has
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love greater than this,” he explains, “that
someone should surrender his soul in behalf
of his friends. You are my friends if you do
what | am commanding you.” (John 15:13-
15g Yes, the 11 apostles” have proved that
they are true, friends by sticking with Jesus
during his trials. _

_Late in the evening—perhaps past mid-
night—Jesus says a memorable prayer, af-
tel" which they sm? songs of praise 0 Jeho-
vah. Then, by the fight of a full moon, they
make their way out 0f the m% and across the
Kidron Valley—John 17:1-18:1.

In the Garden of Gethsemane

Ashort while later, Jesus and the apostles
arrive at the garden of Gethsemane. Leav-
mg eight of thie apostles at the entrance of
the garden, Jesus takes Peter, James, and
Johit farther in among the olive trees. “My
SOLII| |% deePIy grieved, even éo death,” he
tells the three. ‘Stag ere and keep on the
watch."—Mark 14:33, 34,

The three agostles wait while Jesus goes
deeper into the garden fo pray. With strong
outcries and tears, he pleads: “Father, if you
wish, remove this cup from me.” Immense
resPon5|b|I|t rests orilesus’shoul(der?. oW
distressing 1t is for nim to think of what
Jehovah’s enemies will say when His only-



begotten Son is impaled as though he were
a criminal! Even more agonizing to Jesus is
the thought of the reproach that would be
heaped on his dear_heavenly Father It he
failed this excruciating test Jesus p rays 50
earnestly and gets intQ such an agonfvt at
his swedt becomes as drops of blood falling
to the ground.—Luke 22:42
Jesus has {ust finished prayrng a third
time. Men ca rying torches ang 1amps now
approach. The one walking in front is none
otherthanJudasIscanot ocomesstrarght
to Jesus. “Good day,
says krssrngJJesus very tender
u as,” Jesus responds,

you etrayt e Son g manwrth

a kiss?"—Matthew 26:49; Luke
2247 48 John 18:3.

Suddenly, the apostles _real-
ize what 15 happening. Their

Lord and dear friend s about
to be arrestedI S0 Peter grabs a
sword and cuts off the ear of
the hi fgh r{ests slave, Let |t

0.as far as this,” Jesus quic
ga IIs out. Reaching forw grd he/
heals the slave and commands
Peter: “*Return your sword to
Its place, for aII hose who take

gheorsword will errs by the
W

The ffrcr and soldiers qrab
ho?d ofJesas andob d hrm e?zed %ear

and confusion, the apostles abandon Jesus
and f?ee into 'the nar% t.—Matthew 26:56;
John 18:12.

Frrday I\/Iornrng, Nisan 14
It IS wel| past mrdnrq tin the early hours
? FndayI J%sus is firstTed to the home of the
ormer Prrest Annas, who still wields

Hreat Infl enc ower Anns Hestrons
mant as Im taken tot %mg
g Prregﬁ Caraphas where the San rn

has assemoled.

The religious leaders now try to find wit-
nesses to “fabricate a case against Jesus,
However, even the false witriesses cannot
agree in their testimony. All the while, Jesus
rémains silent. Changing tactics, Caiaphas
demands: “By the ljving God | put you' un-
der oath to tell us whether you are thé Christ
the Son of God!” This is 4 fact that cannot
be denied, so Jesus courageous rernrs ‘I
am: and you persons will see the"Son of man
sitfing at the right hand of power and com-
ing with the_clouds of heaven.”—Matthew

» Mark 14:60-62.
“He has_blasphemed!” cries
Caiaphas. “What further need
dowe have of witnesses?” Some
now slap Jesus in the face and
spit on” him. Others hit him
with their fists and heap abuse
on him, (Matthew 26.65-68,
Mark 14:63-65) Soon after
dawn on Friday, the Sanhe-
drin reconvengs, possibly to
grve some semblance of legall-
Ayto the illegal nighttime trial.
qarn Jesus courageously Indi-
cates that he is the Christ, the
Son of God.—Luke 22 66-71.
Next, the chief priests and
older men haul Jess off to be
tried by Pontius Pilate, the Ro-
man governor of Judea, They accuse Jesus of
subvertrng the nation, forbidding the paying
of taxes to aesar and " sayrng fie himsglf is
Christ a king.” (Luke_23:2: compare Mark
12:17) After guestronrng Jesus, Pilate an-
nounces: “I find no crime n this man.” (Luke
23:4) When Pilate hears that Jesus Js a Gal-
ilean, he has him sent to Herod Antipas, the
ruler of Galilee, who is in Jerusalem for the
Passover. Herod is not intent on seeing jus-
tice done. He merely wants to see Jesus per-
form a miracle. Since Jesus. does not satisfy
his curiosity and remains silent, Herod and
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his soldiers make fun of him and send him
back to Pilate.

“What bad thing did this man do?” asks

Pilate again. “l folnd nothing deserving of

death in him: | will thereforé chastise and
release him.” gLuke 23:22) S0 he has Jesus
scourged with @ multithonged WhIP that rips
painfilly into Jesus’ back” Then the troops
[ess %_crown ol‘ _th%[ns onto his he%d. The
ock him and hit him with a sturdy reed,
pushln]ghthe crown of thorns _deeg)er into his
s%al . Through all the indescribahle pam and
anuse Jesu% maintains outstanding dignity
and strength.

P|Iate—m_a}/be in, hoge_s that Jesus’ bat-
tered copdition will. elicit some sympa-
thY—agam presents him to the crowd.™See!
Pilate x%lalms, “I'brin h|m_o(¥t5|de to yqu
In order for you to know | find no fault in
him.” But the chief Rnests shout; “Impale
him! Impale him!” (Jonn 19:4-6) As the crowd
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?ets more and more insistent, Pilate capitu-
ates and hands Jesus over to he impaled.

An Agonizing Death

By now it is m|dmo_rn|ng, possmgy ap-
proachm? noon, Jesus Is taken outside Je-
rusalem 1o a place called Gol&;otha. Lar%e
nails are hammered through Jesus’ hands
and feet into a torture stake. Words can-
not describe the agony as the weight of his
bodly tears at the nail'wounds when the tor-
turé stake Is lifted up. A crowd gathers to
observe Jesus and two criminals being im-
paled. Many speak abusively of Jesus. “Oth-
ers he saved,” the chief priests and others
mock, “himself he cannot save!” Even the
soldiers and the two impaled criminals ridi-
cule Jesus.—Matthew 27:41-44,

Suddenly at mldda;r, after Jesus has heen
onthe stake for awhile, an eerie darkness of
divine origin settles over the land for three



GREATEST MAN

14 Thursday Passover celebration; Jesus washes feet of apostles; 113, par. 2 to
evening Judas goes out to betray Jesus; Christ institutes Me- 117, par. 1
morial of his death (observed this year on Thursday,
April 1, after sundown); exhortation to prepare
apostles for his departure

Midnight to After prayer and songs of praise, Jesus and apos- 117 to 120
predawn tles go to garden of Gethsemane; Jesus prays with

strong outcries and tears; Judas Iscariot arrives with

large crowd and betrays Jesus; apostles flee as Je-

sus is bound and taken to Annas; Jesus taken to High

Priest Caiaphas to appear before Sanhedrin; sen-

tenced to death; verbally and physically abused; Pe-

ter denies Jesus three times

Friday At dawn, Jesus again appears before Sanhedrin; 121 to 124
morning taken to Pilate; sent to Herod; back to Pilate; Jesus

scourged, insulted, and assaulted; under pressure

Pilate hands him over for impalement; led to Gol-

gotha for execution late in the morning

Midday Impaled shortly before noon; darkness from noon 125,126

to midafter- until about three o'clock, when Jesus dies; violent

noon earthquake; temple curtain rent in two

Late Jesus' body is laid in a garden tomb before the 127, pars. 1-7
afternoon Sabbath

15 Friday Sabbath begins

evening

Saturday Pilate permits guards for Jesus' grave 127, pars. 8-9

Early in morning Jesus7 tomb is found empty; res-
urrected Jesus appears to (1) a group of female dis-
ciples, including Salome, Joanna, and Mary the
mother of James; (2) Mary Magdalene; (3) Cleo-
pas and his companion; (4) Simon Peter; (5) a gath-
ering of apostles and other disciples

* Listed here are numbers identifying chapters in the book
The Greatest Man Who Ever Lived. FOr a chart containing
the detailed Scriptural references for Jesus' final ministry, see
“All Scripture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial/' page 290.
These books are published by the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York, Inc.



hours* erhaps it is this that_moves the

one evildoer to rebuke the other. Then, turn-

o St ouP?a Remember me e
¥a| ngm the 1yace of | r%mment deatnI “Truqr
L %ou tod a% " Jesus responds You will
e with me n Paradise.”—Luke 23:3

At a? l1t three ﬁclock in the afternoon
Jesus feels that his end is near. “l am

TR A
oon. Jolar gc psgs ast n&v

il

Eiace wp]en nIs een h'%”t]egr?ﬂ and
un at the time of the new moon.
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thirsty,” he says ThenW|th a Ioud Voice, he
cries out: * 7yGo my have you
forsaken me?” Jesus can sense t at his Fa-
ther has, as it were, withdrawn protection
from him to allow his integrity to be tested
to the limit, and he quotés David’s words.
Someone Puts a sponge spaked in sour wine
to Jesus’ lips. Having'had some of the wine,
Jesus gasps: “It hds been accomplished!”
Then he cries out, “Father, into your hands
| entrust my sgmt bows his head, and ex-
Blres— John 19:28-30; Matthew 27:46: Luke
3:46; Psalm 22:1.



Since it is late in the af-
ternoon, hurried arrange-
ments are made to bur
Jesus before the Sabbat

(Nisan 15% Ins at sun
set Jose Arrmat ea
a well-k nown member of

the Sanhedrin who has
been a secret disciple. of
Jesus, gets permission
to bury “him. Nicodemus,
also a member of the San-
hedrin who has secret-
ly confessed faith in Je-
sus, assists with a hundred
pounds of myrrh and al-
06s, CarefuII - they lay Je-
sus bod g In a new memo-
rial tomf nearby.

Alive Again!
Itis still dark earIy Sun-
day morning when”Mary
Magdalene and some oth-
er Women approach Jesus
tomp. But Jook! The stone
in front of the tomh has
been rolled away. Why, the
tomb is em%ty' ary Mati
dalene ryshés off to teI
Peter and John. (John 20:
1,2) Nosooner has she left than an an el ap-
pears to the other women. He says. “Do not
you be fearful.” He also urges: Go quickly
and tell his disciples that fie was raised up
from the dead."—Matthew 28:2-/.

As the hurr ann% whom do they meet
but Jesus himself! “Go. report to mX broth-
ers " he tells them. MattheWZ 0) Lat-

Mary Magdalene Is at the tomb weeping
when Jesus appears to her. She can barel
contain_her joy and rushes off to tell th
other disciples the wonderful news. (Joh
20:11-18) In fact, five times on that unfo

y
e
N
[-

ears 10.variaus disciples, leaving no doudt
hat he is, Indeed, afu?e again! !

How You Are Affected
How can events of 1,966 Tye]ars ago affect
ounowatthet res odo the 215t centu-
rgé An e}/ewrtness of those events explains:
this the love of God was made m nrfest
in our case, because God sent forth his on %
begotten Son into the world that we might
ain life through him. The love Is in this Te-
pect, not thaé we have loved God but that
e loved us an ?ent orth his ona?adom{tr
tiatory sacrifice for our sins."—1Jo
In what way. is Christ’s death “a propitia-
tor}é sacrifice™ It IS propitiatory b cause rt
esafavora le rel tronshrpwrth
sr le. The first man, Adam, reb fagarnst
Pd and therefore ﬁassed on to |s 8rrn?
ﬁ %ac of srnan eath. Jesus, on the
ave his masaraaomto a the
price for mankind’s sip and death, thus pro-
viding a basrs for God to extend mercy and
favor.”(L Timothy 2:5, 62 By exercising faith
In Jesu? sin- ﬁtonrng sacrifice, you car be re-
le rom the condemnation that you have
|n erited from sinner Adam. (Rom n3512
3) In turn thrs opers the wonderful
h) ortunrt avrn% personal relation-
with Yourlovrn eavenly Father, Jeno-
van God. 1n short esus supreme sachrce
ri%n r1n7e3an never- endrng Ife for you—Jo

ﬁettable Sunday, Jhe rfsur ected Jesus a B

These anﬁ related matters will bet tdrs
cusse on Thursday evening, Apri ens
\housanps of Ogja%/es rour(tJd thre worlawhen

%telt)gnes r?eftﬁ ] ngs ghrrg r t\(()oﬁ(arperm]rot
Trovah

to ePelsent e |tnessesrnyour
areawrér ?/te 0u where andwhenyou
canattend. Bein

S Sorec R 1o et o0 oty Cod
g his dggr Sondid onthe ?ast day of Jesus
human Ife.
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Pay

constant attention

TO YOUR TEACHING

“Pay constant attention to;rourselfand toyour teaching. Stay b{ these things,

for by doing thisyou wil

save bothyourselfand those who'lis

en toyou.

—1TIMOTHY 4:16.

0....and make disciples of peo-
f pieofall the nations, . .. teach-
ing them to observe all the
thrnﬁs I have commancded you.
hew 28:19, 20) In viev
0 this .command of Je-
sus Christ, all Christians
should endeavor_to be-
come teachers. Zealous
teachers are needed to
help honesthearted ones
come t0 a knowledge of
(od hefore it is too late.
(Romans 13:11) The apos-
tle Paul urged: “Preach
the word, be at it urgent-
ly in favorable sedson,
in troublesome season.”
§2 Timothy 4:.2) This calls
or teachrn% both inside
and outside the congrega-
tion. Indeed, the, preach-
I p—
VoIves mor Ny unci S
message. Effective tea%ﬁ/rn% IS needegd If In-
terested ones are to become disciples.

G ||ve in crrtrcal trmes hard to deal
with.” (2 rmotZ 21 ﬁle have been
Pfrrnwash% Z ecular philosophies and

alse teachings. Many are “in darkness

1, 2. Why are zealous teachers urgently needed
today? d Jenty
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Good teachers are themselves
students of God's Word

mentally” and are “past all moral sense
Ephesrrtens z|118 19 \S{ome ave p artnu
emotiona wouns es, people are try
sk e an( tthﬁr about rly
sheep with outasep er
athew Neverthe-
less, by em onrng the art
of teaching, We tan help
hopesthearted ones 10
make needed changes.

Teachers Within the
ongregation
3By medns of the home
Bible"study arrangement
millions are re ervrn?
Personal instruction. A
er their baptism, though,
new ones need further
help to become “rogt-
ed and establrshed on the
foundatron " (Ephesians
3:17) As we carry out Je d]
sUs’ commrssron recor ed
at Matthew 28:19, 20 and direct new ones
0 Jehovah’s organization, they benefit from
being taught within the con?regatron itself.
According to Ephesians 4:11-13, men have
been appointed to serve “as shepherds and
teachers, with a view to the readjustment

é }ZVhat does Jes s commission to tea%h in-
clude’s

avet e primary responsinilit
to teac ervvﬁrn econgrg atrony> P y



of the holy ones, for ministerial work, for
the bmldmg up of the body, of the Christ.”
At times, their art of teachlng |nvo|ves the
need to “reprove, reprimand,”exhort, with
all long-suffering.” (2 Timothy 4:2) The wark
of teachers was so |mportan that in writ-
ing to the Corinthians PauI lists teachers
H}ght aflter apostles and prophets.—1 Corin-

jans

ATrue, not all Christians serve as elders,
or overseers, Nonetheless, all — encour-
aged to incite one another “t0 love and
fine works.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) Doing so
at meetings myolves well-prepared, heart-
felt comments that can build up and encour-
age others. Experienced Kingdom publish-
ers may also ‘incite tq fine works’ by sharing
their knowledoe and experience with new
ones when working with them n the field
ministry. At such times and on informal oc-
casions; valuable instruction can be impart-
ed. For example, mature women are urged to
be “teachers of what 1s good."—T itus 2:3.

Persuaded to Believe

oTrue Chnstlanlty thus stands |n stark
contrast with falsle rel |%|ons mfan of which
seek to control the thinking of t e|r mem-
bers. When Jesus was on eafth, the religious
leaders sought to control vntuaIIy every as-
pect of people’s lives throu? o%presswe
man-made traditions. gLukel -46) The cler-
gy of Christendom have often done likewise,

6True worship, however, is “sacred ser-
vice” that we offer with our “power of rea-
son.” (Romans 12 12 Jehovah’s servants are
Pers aded to helieve.” (2 Timothy 3:14) At
times, those takln% the lead may need to'ini-
tiate Some quidelifies and procedures for the

4 How does the ability to teach help us to
obe Pauqs exhortatPon t/ecorde(tjl at Heb?ews 10:

Wlt?t &a?seH\Svaolrs {br X ogvhdrosgleg]e ! he Strrt%%
ones to make WIS ec s|ons

smooth functlonm% of the congregation. In-
ftea of seeking to make decmons for fel-
low Christians, owever eld ers teach them
‘tod|st|n uish both ight and wrong.” (He-
brews 5:14) Elders do s primarily by nour-
Ishing. the con?reganon Ith, the words of
thﬁ faith and of the fine teaching.”—1 Tim-
thy 4
Paylng Attention to Your Teaching
7Let ys return, h ugh, to our genéral
commission o teach. Does It require any
particular skills, education, or abilities t0
Share In this work? Not necessarily. For the
most, roart thls wor dW|de teactiing, work
|s elno carried_on by ordinary individy-
odest abil |t|es (1 Corinthians 1:26-
Paul_explains: We nave this, treasure
Lt ministry] in earthen vessels [imperfect
odies], that the poweb H what |s nor-
ma may be God’s and nof that out of our-
selves. EZ Corinthi ns 47) The enormous
successt at the global Kingdom-preaching
work has enjoyed 1S.a testimony to the pow-
er of Jehovah's spirit!
8 evertheless, it takes concerted person-
%ortto ecome awcirkmaﬂwnh othln%
to ne ash ame”o handling the word of th
truth ang‘ht 2T|mot%/ :19) Paul urg
T|mot Pay constant a tent|on to yourse
an to ourteac |n% Sta by th eset Ings,
ay doing this you will save both yoUr-
na thosewo |sten to you.” (L Timo-
h g/ 4:16) Just hﬂw does one gag/ atte tdonto
teaching, whether nside or outsige the
copgregation? Does dojng o necessanlx In-
voIve astenng certain”skills or teaching
techniques?
9Jesus certainly demonstrated an ex-
traordinary graspof teaching methods in

Q Howare]g ,)ol of\)\nodest ahilities ghle
to ser afs teac g hat Indicates fhat
Eersona efgrt IS neces ary to become an effec-

o hat |s more important than natural abili-
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his famous Sermon on the Mount, When he
had finished speaking, “the crowds were as-
tounded at his way of teachmgz.” (Matthew
1:28) Of course, none of us can Teach as well
as Jesus did. However, we do not need to be
eloguent speakers to be effective teachers.
Why, according to Job 12:7, even “domestic
animals” and mged creatures” can feach
silently! Along Wit an)r] natural abilities or
skills we m|? t have, what especially counts
IS, “what sort of persons” we are—what qual-
Ities we i)ossess and what spiritual habits we
have cultivated that students can imitate.
—2 Peter 3:11; Luke 6:40.

Students of God’s Word

DAn effective teacher of Scriptural truths
must be a student of God’s Word. (Romans
2:21) Jesus Christ set an extraordinary ex-
ample in this regard. Durmg his ministry,
Jesus referred toor expressed thoughts that
paralleled passages_m about half of the books
of the Hebrew Scriptures.* His familiarity
with God’s Word was evident at age 12, when
he was found_ “sitting in the midst of the
teachers and listening to them and (iue_stlon-
ing them.” (Luke 2: 62 As an adult, it was
Jesus’ custom to go to the synagl%gue, Wwhere
God’s Word was read.—Luke 4716,

11 Are you an avid reader of God’s Word?
Djﬂgmg nto it is the means by which “you
willunderstand the fear of Jehovah, and you
will find the very knowledge of God.” (Prov-
erbs 24, 5) So ‘develop good study habits.
Try reading a Bornon of God’s Word every
day. (Psalm 1:2) Make it a habit to read

*See Insight on the Scriptures, volure 2,
page 1071, published by the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York, Inc.

0. How did, Jesus set a fine example as a stu-
éent 0¥v Gog’s Wordg _ P

11 What good study habits should a teacher
cultivate?
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each issue of The Watchtower and Awake!
a5 soon as it is received. Pay close atten-
tion at congregation meetings. Learn to do
careful research. By learning to ‘trace all
thm?_s with accuracy,” you can avoid exa%-
gerLa Loni %nd inaccuracies when you teach.
—Luke 1:3.

ve and Respect
for 1 oser}gemg%ught

DAnother important quality 1S the prop-
er attitude toward those whoni you instruct.
The Pharisees felt contempt for those who
listened to Jesus. “This crowd that does not
know the Law are accursed people,” they
said. (John 7:49) But Jesus had deep love and
respect for his disciples. He said: “l no lon-
Eer call you slaves, because a slave does not
now what his master does. But | have called
KOU friends, because all the things | have
eard from my Father | have made known to
you.” (John 5:15? This indicated how Je-
suts_’ dt|SC|pIes should carry on their teaching
activity. _ o

BFor examP_Ie, Paul did not maintain a
cold, businesslike relationship with his stu-
dents. He told the Corinthians: “Though you
may have ten thousand tutors in Christ,
you certainly do not have many fathers; for
in Christ Jesus | have becomé your father
throuqh the good news.” (1 Corinthians 4:
15) At times, Paul even shed tears while
admonlshm? those whom he taught! (Acts
20:31) He also displayed extraordinary Pa-
tience and kindness. He could therefore tell
the Thessalonians: “We became gentle in
the midst of you, as when a nursing mother
cherlsr%e7s her own children.”—1 Thessalo-
nians 2:7.

Fl)Fe.Sy\lhat was Jesus’ attitude toward his disci-
13. How did Paul feel about those whom he
taught?



Take a personal interest in Bible students

¥Do you imitate Jesus and Paul? Sin-
cere love for our students can more than
make up for any deficiencies in natural abil-
ities that we might have. Do our Bible stu-
dents sense that we have a sincere interest
in them personall7y? Do we take the time to
get to know them? When one Christian wom-
an was having difficulty helping a student
to progress spiritually, she kindly asked:
“Is soething worrying you?” Thé woman
began pouring her hedrt out, relating nu-
merous concerns and anxieties. That [oving
conversation turned out to be the turning
point for the woman. In such cases Scriptuf-
al thoughts and words of comfort and en-
couragement are apPropnate. (g_omans 15:4{
Aword of caution, though: A Bible studen
may be progressing rapidly but may still
have some unchristian ways'to overcome. So
It may not be wise to bé unduly close so-
cially with the individual. Proper Christian
boundaries should be maintained.—1 Corin-
thians 15:33. _

bRespect for our students includes that
we do not try to control their Personal lives.
(1 Thessalonians 4:11) For instance, we ma
De studying with awomanwho is living wit
aman out 0f wedlock. Perhaps they have had
children together. Having come t0 an accu-
rate knowledge of God, the woman wants
fo set matters straight with Jehovah. (He-
brews 13:4) Should she marry the man or
separate frm him? Perhaps we strongly feel
that marrying a man with little or nd Spiri-
tual interést would hinder her future prog-
ress. On the other hand, we may fear for the

(]j4. Why is a ?ersona interest in our Bible stu-
ents so important? Illustrate. _
éghtlglgw can we show respect for our Bible stu-

welfare of her children and think that she
would be better off marrying him. In any
event, it is disrespectful and tnloving to in-
trude into 3 student’s life and try to impose
our own opinions in such matters. After all
she is the one who must live with the conse-

uences of the decision. Would it not be best,
then, to train such a student to use her own
“perceptive powers” and decide for herself
what she should do?—Hebrews 5:14.

B Itis particularly important for congre-
gation elders to treat thie flock with love and
respect. In writing to Philemon, Paul said:
“Though I have great freeness of speech in
connection with “Christ to order you to do
what |s_pr0Per, | am exhortln%you rather on
the basis of love.” (Philemon8; 9) At times,
frustrating_situations may arise in the con-
greqaﬂon. Firmness may even be necessary.
Paul urged Titus to “keep on reproving [err-
ing onés] with severity, that they may be
healthy in the faith.” g[ltus 1:13] Even o,
overseers must take pains never'to speak

16. H?w can elders show love and respect for
God’s flock?
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unkindly to the congregatlon “Aslave ofthe
Lord ddes not need to fight,” wrote Paul
“hut needs to be gentle toward all, qualified
to teach. keeping himself restrained under
evil."—2 Timothy 2:24; Psalm 141:3,

7 Overseers must contmually remmdprIVI eges

W serest at they are dealing with
0c 0 Go " El Peter522 MoSes, humble
touP he was, Driefly lost this perspective.
The sraelltes emblt ered his spirit and he
bgan to speak rashly with his lips.” Psalm
06:33) God was gﬁeatly dlspleased with this
mlstreatment of Is flock, even though the
were far from blameless. (Numbers 20:2-1
When faced with, similar challenges today
elders should strive to teach and Instruct
with Insight and kindness. Our brothers re-
spond best when they are treated with con-
sideration and as individuals needing_help,
not as those who are beyond recovery. Elders
need to maintain the positive viewpoint that
Paul had when he said: “We have confidence
in the Lord regarding.you, that you are do-
ing and will go on domg the things we or-
der.”—2 Thessalonians 3:4.

17 Wpatm istake. d>|d Moses make, and what can
elders [earn from it

Do You Recall?

O Why are skilled Christian teachers
needed today?

O What good study habits can we
cultivate?

O Why are love and respect for those
whom we teach so important?

O How can we respond to the needs of
our Bible students?

O Why are enthusiasm and conviction
vital when teaching others?
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Responsive to Their Needs

BAn effective teacher is W|II|ngft0 adapt
to the abilities and ||m|tat|ons his sty-
dents. gCom are John 16:1 3 n Jesus’ il-
Iustran n of the talents, the master gave
“t0 each one according to his own
apility.” (Matthew 25:15) We can_follow a
simifar pattern when conducting Bible stud-
les. Naturally, it is desirable to cover a Bjble-
based publ|cat|on In a reasonably short
Penod of time. It must be acknowledged
hough, that not all have good reading skills
or the ability to_assimilate new ideas quick-
ly. Thereforé, discernment IS needed as to
When to move from one, point to another in
the study if responsive individuals have dif-
ficulty Keeping up a fast pace. Mare impor-
tant than covring material at a fixed pace
IS helplngi students to get the sense of what

they are Tearning.—Matthew 13:51.

The same can be said for Bible students
who have dlffICU|t¥ with specific matters,
such as the Trinity or religious holidays.
While it is dqenerall(sv unnecessary to Include
Bible-based"research matena at our stud-
les, we ma%/ occasionally do so if this would
cIearIy be beneficial. Good judgment should
be used so as to prevent unnecessarily slow-
Ing down a student’s progress.

Be Enthusiastic!

D"Be a&;low with the spirit,” says Paul.
&Romans 2:11) Yes, whether we are con-
ucting a horne tB|bIe study or we are sthar
Ing In"a part at a congregation meetin
Weg shouldp do_so with zegl ] é enthusiasm.
Paul told thg Thessalonians: “The good news
we preach did not turn up among you with
speech alone but also with power and with

o, B

Hnt we a55|st students who have d |cu ty
Sn?CI|I malljlesrest an example in displayin
enthus|asm ang conviction in hﬁ)s teachmB g



holy spirit and strong conviction.” (1 Thes-  his teaching in this re?ard. He “prepared his
salon na 1‘:5()) Paul and his compamonts thus  heart to consult the faw of Jehovah and to
Imparted "not only the good news of God,  do it and to teach In Israel.” (Ezra 7:10) We
but also [their] own souls."—1 Thessalo-  should do [ikewise by preparing thoroughly
nians 2.8." . . and reflecting on the importance of the ma-
A Genuine enthusiasm comes from being terial. Let us pray to Jehovah to fill us with
flrmly( convinced that our Bible students ™ faith and conviction. (Luke 17;52 Our enthu-
bl igeine L s e al s o oo

. . | uting.  real love for the truth. Of course, paying at-
The scribé Ezra ceﬂalnly pald attention to tention to our teachmg may |an|V)(/9 ugsmg
a1 How can we maintain an enthusigstic atti- SFeCIfIC teaching technigues. Our next arti-
tlde toward our teaching assignments: cle will discuss Some of these.

Teach with insi

ht
AND PERSUASIVENESS

“The heart ofthe wise one causes his mouth to show insight, and to his lips
It adds persuasiveness. ' —PROVERBS 16:23.

UR_ﬁ;oaI as teachers of God’s Wordis ~ “persuade” means “bringin? about a change
to ifluminate not only the minds of  of mind by the influence of reason or mor-
our stydents but alsg their hearts.. al considerations.” By means of convincing
Eghes ans 1:18) Jeac mg there O{GIHV vghiments, Paul was able to move people
e than sir Ry conveying Intormatigrichange thelr very way of thinking. His
Proverbs 16:23 says: “The heart of thie wise ability fo persuade was So formidabl that
pIe CAUSES %‘3 molith to show Insight, and 10 he was feared by his enemies, (Acts 19:24-
IS lips It adds persuasiveness, .. 27) Nevertheless, Paul’s teaching was not a
2 . lTh_e %903“9 ﬁ_aul cer{(a\r}\% apglled th'Sd_lsPIay of human ahility. He told the Co-
P“EC' etHn“hlsteacl '”9 wor | _enhewas rinthians: “My speech and what | preached
nLorinin, 9%061 %g veda fa Hdnt €s é‘ were not with persuasive words_of wisdom
A § bR ANt WORE pelsvels  but with a demonsiration of spirit and pow-
WS and Greexs. “5 4) According 10— “ihat vour faith might be, not in men’s
one authority, the Greek word here rendered —yiciom gut in God's power.” (L Corinthian
o b it Kol st sl o o i
..(a t qoes n.to persyade? W i ’
it go%sfh)%/e %))E AR etoSLf)aed%ergki}ame lcome ?ersuaswe teachers. But how? Let us
teachers? ook at some effective teaching techniques.
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A goodteacher listens so as to gain insight

Be a Good Listener

the heart and ‘draw up’ such expressions.

3 The first teaching, technlque involves, —Proverbs 20:5.

not speaking. but hstentng As noted at
Proverbs 16723, to beg f” sive we must
have |n5|?ht Jesus certainly had |n3|%ht
gardin peo Ie he tadght. Johh 2:25
sas ‘He himself knew what was in man.”
But how can we know What IS In the hearts
of those whom we teach? One way is b
mg ood hstener James 1119 sas ¢ ver
nb be swift about nea Wg
out s eakmg True, not all p eoB readl
(Y expr ss their thoughts. As our Bible stu-
ents hecome copvinced of our genying In-
terest in them, they may be more inclined
o express their trug feelings. Kind but per-
ceptive questions can often’help us to reach

Why is insight needed
gggtho% can wg reach th

eart of a Bible stu-
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hen teaching others,

41t is particularly important that Chris-
tian elders be good listeners. Only then can
they truly “know how thng ought to_give an
answer to each one.” (Coldssians 4:6] Prov-
erbs 18:13 warns: “When anyone is repl mIq
to a matter before he hears'it, that is foo
ishness on his part and a humiliation.” Two
well-intentioned brothers once gave a Sis-
ter co Atnsel on Worldhne%s Decause she had
mlsse some meetings. The sister was deep-

hurt that they did not ask her why she
a not been present. She was reco ermg
from recent surgery How |mportant then,
that we listen before giving counsel!

SFor elders, teaching often involves giv-

Wh must rtstlane ers. ood steners7

ol

ers han | es t at arise
amon bro er



ing counsel to others. Here, too, it is.impor-
tant to be a good listener. Listening is espe-
clally necessary when disputes arise, among
fellov Christians, Only after listening can
elders imitate “the Fdther who judges im-
Rar jally.” (1 Peter 1:17) Emations often run

|g|1 i such situations, and an elder does
well to bear in mind the counsel of Prov-
erbs 18:17: “The one first in his legal case IS
righteous; his fellow comes in and certainly
searches him through.” An effective teach-
er will listen to both parties. By offering
a praKer, he helps to establish & calm af-
mosphere. (James 3:18) If emotions hecome
heated, he might suggest that each broth-
er address his concerns directly to him, in-
stead of the two wrangling with each other.
By means of appropriate questions, the el-
der may. be able to clarify the issues un-
der consSideration. In many’cases, poor com-
munication, not maliciousness, turns out to
be the cause of dispuytes. But if Bible prin-
ciples have been violated, a loving teacher
can now instruct with insight, having heard
both sides.

The Value of S|m'pI|,C|ty

6 Keeping things simple is ane
able teaching Skill. True, we want Bible stu-
dents to become “thoroughly able to grasp
mentally with all the holy ones what is the
breadth’and length and helght and depth” of
the truth. (EPhesmns 3:18) There are aspects
of Bible doctrines that are fascinating and
often challenging. (Romans 11:33) Neverthe-
less, when Paul preached to Greeks, he fo-
cused on the simple message of ‘Christ im-
paled.” (1 Corinthians 21, 2) Similarly, Jesus
preached in a clear, appea_lmg way. He used
a 5|mPIe vocabulary In his Sermion on the
Mount. Yet, it contains some of the most pro-

6. How did Paul apd. Jesus set an example in
teach?ng thh sympﬂcity? P

is another valu-

{oung t7ruths ever uttered. —Matthew, chap-
ers o/,

TWe can likewise keeg things simple when
teaching on Bible studies. How? By focusing
on “the"more important things.” (Philippi-
ans 1:10) When covering deep subjects, we
should try to express ourselves in_plain lan-
guage. e should focus on key scriptures in-
tead of t[wng to read and discuss every Bi-
ble text cited 'In a publication. This requires
good preparation on our part. We need to
avoid overwhelmln? the student with details,
not allowing ourselves to get sidetracked by
Issues of minor importance, If a student has
a question that is not directly related to the
lesson, we can tactfully sug?_es_t that it be
discussed when the lesson iS Tinished.

Effective Use of Questions

8Another useful teaching skill involves
asking effective questions. Jésus Christ used
questions extensively in his teachmg. For
example, Jesus asked Peter: “What 0o you
think, Simon? From whom do the kmgs of
the earth receive duties or head tax? From
their sons or from the strangers?” When he
said: ‘From the strangers,’ Jesus said to him:
‘Really,_then, the soris are tax-free.” (Mat-
thew 17:24-26) As the onl -be?otten son of
the One worshiped at the temple, Jesus was
really not obhéled_to pa%a temple tax. But
Jesus conveyed this truth through an effec-
tive use of questions. Jesus thus helped Pe-
ter to come to a Proper conclusion based on
information he already had. _

9We can put qruestlons to good use during
Bible stydies. If a student”gives a wrong
answer, 1t may be tempting to supply th
correct one, but will he réally retain the

7. How can we keep things simple when conduct-
Ing Bible studies? _ _

8. "How did Jesus use questions effectively?
gt.ugi%vsv?mlght Wwe Uuse questions durin

Bible
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information? Often it is best to try to lead  son with such a person bY saying: ‘Though
tbe student to the right conclusion by ask- KOU say that you feel unclean; how does Je-
1gfquestlons For intance, If he is aving  hovah Teel about you? If our Joving heaven-
iculty grasping why he should use the di- Iy Father aIIowed |s Son to die and growde
V|ne name, Wem|ght ask, ‘Is your name im- aransom or YU does that not mean that
Portanttoyou Why?... Howwould Yoy God loves you?—John 3:
eel If sonieone refused to use your name? 4 R etoncal quesnons are another useful
Is 1t not reasonable for Go to require  teachi (m techmgue Listeners are not ex-
that we use his personal name? Pecte 0 answer these out loud but are
D Elderscanalso put uesnonstor%;ood use thereby helped to reason on matters. The
when shepherding the flock, Many i prophetsofoldoften askedsuchquestlonsto
con re?atlon have been em0t|onally brmsed qetthelr listeners to think dee;il Jeremiah
tereg X Safan’s world and ma¥ 15) Jesus used rhetorical questions ef-
unclean and urllovable. An elder might rea- ~fectively. (Matthew 11:7-11) Such questions

m%n O LA o Rt Bedhiounaed ot tll%nswarn%tt{)%%%netnse)?etg\e/egseb BB S
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are particularly effective in public speakmg
Iﬂstead of simply telling an audience that
they must be whole-souléd In order to please
Jehovah, rtm g more effective to ask, ‘If

We are not tr e-souled 1n our service,
will Jehovath easerf
2View ornterruestrons are yseful in Fetter

[nrmn(\;N eth itBr le student real
leves What he is earmnlg Matt ew I
2 student may corre nswer t at
nrcatronrswron Butw not ollow that

ug with suc uestions as, How do you per-
naI feel ab Vt God’s standard o moralr

ou feel that It rs too restrictiv th

\Xlou say that It re matterswe -
er you fo Irow%%o S stanaatlds or not?

[llustrations That Reach the Heart
BAnother wa?/ to reach the heart o rs
teners and Bibfe stud ents IS th roug
fective | Iust(atrons 1N e Greek expression
r?ndere [fustration” literally meanf
Pacm eside 0ttogoether Wgen oul Is
rate, you exp ain somethin crn It
beside sgmet ng srmrar or xam le, Je-
i ds “With what are. we to rken the
om of God or inwhat illustration shal
Wwe setr out?” lnagswer Jesus mentioned
the famrlrar mustard seed. —Mark 4:30-32.
UGQd’s pr V\Phets used many powerful il-
Iustradtrons hen the Ass rrans ho hﬁ
Serve asGodsrnatrument g |s rng
Israelites, resorted to wanton Crue vt arah
eBose their pre Hmptuousness rth tnis
|ustration; “Will t eqax enhance itself over
the one ¢ opprng with It, or the saw magni-
fy itself over the one movin H back and
forth? lSlsarah 10: (]j I)|When teac rng othe[
Jesus likewls Iustratronse tBnsive
It 15 reported t at without an | ustratr n
he would not speak to them.” (Mark 4:34

12. What is the value of asking viewpoint ques-

;lometlhrng)> }Nh\%hg %erse d})o Sstr%trlolhlésg ec-

Good illustrations are effective because they
8 eboth the mind and the heart. The
all Bteners t0.absord new In o%matro
reagily rmomr)arrrhg it with something al-
rea iliar to t
b ow can We use rIIu tr trons ihat trul
reach the heart? Frrst] |lustratio
n]ust rgasonah ly Cparal el t rng erng ?t(
Parne it arréon 06s notrﬁx
It the rIIustratron will ftract rather t
enlighten listeners. A well megmn% speak-
er once tried to convey the submigsiveness
of the anorrtted remnant t? Ilesus Christ b
comparing them to a arthu rﬁ .But1s
such a demeaning comparr rea apJ)
Prrate7 The Binle conYexst e same
namuch more appeall nr re
It comp ar Jesus’ 144 anor te fol o
ers to " a rrde adorne or her husband.”
—Revelation 21
o g iy, o
\
nu}étratron?? the slau hée ed Pambtouc eé
the heart of Kin becau?]e he | ove
sheeR havin se e asas epnerd in rs

on i the ﬁ ustratron had1 ?nvglvsea %el rt

ht not have tieen near ¥ as effective, |
a similar way, illustrations based on scren
fific phenomena oy opscure hstorical Inci-
lents may, be of Irttlﬁ srqurcance to our
rsteners Tesus drew rs ustratrons from
everyday life Hesp eo sc c%mmonplacg

iy

mSes 0 rr]p M eW 51?ea\{gn 6&12n
t2t$ Jesus’hearers cou

easrly relate o suc
rn%r
nourmmrstr e hav man ortu-
nrtres to yse srmgl’ewhu e? eCtI\)é IP %tra
tions. Be observant. Acts 17:22,23) Pernaps
15, 16..What wil makerllustratrons most effec-
ye7 v8 exa] lp
% nwha mrghtweI base qur illustrations?
t we adapt illustrations used In our
grt])lsrcatrong to the circumstances of our Stu-
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an illustration could be based on a listener’s
children, home, job, or hobby. Or we may use
our personal knowledge of & Bible student to
enhance the illustrations already provided
for us In our study. material. Take; for exam-
ple, the effective”illustration used in ara'-

raph_14 of chapter 8 in the hook Knowl-
_deT]h q oo

af Leads to Everlasting Life, It
involves a loving parent who is slandered b
a neighbor. We can well give some thought
to how we might adapt that illustration to
the circumstances of a Bible student who
himself is a parent.

Reading Scriptures With Skill

B Paul exhorted Timothy: “Continue ap-

Fl /ing Yourself_to public reading, to exhor-
ation, 1o teaching.” él Timothy 4:13) Since
the Bible Is the foundatjon of our teaching,
It 1s beneficial to be able to read it fluent-
I%. The Levites had the privilege of reading
the Mosaic Law to Goa’s people. Did they
stumble through such reading or read in a
monotone? No, the Bible says at Nehemiah
8:8: “They continued readm? aloud from the
book, from the law of the True God, it be-

18. Why should we strive to be fluent readers?

Do You Recall?

O How can being a good listener help
us in our teaching?

O How can we imitate Paul and Jesus
in teaching with simplicity?

O What kinds of questions can we use
when teaching others?

O What kind of illustrations are most
effective?

O How can we improve our skill as
public readers?
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ing expounded, and there being a putting of
meaning info It; and they confinued giving
understanding in the reading.”

DSome Christian men. who are fluent
speakers fall short when it comes to read-
Ing. How can they make improvement? By
practicing. Yes, Y reading out loud over
and over again until they can do so fluent-
I){j If audiacassettes of the Bible are avail-
dble in your language, it is wise to listen
to the reader’s Sense stress and modula-
tion and to note how names and unusyal
words are pronounﬁed, Those who have the
New World Translation in their language
can also take advantage of its pronlncia-
tion aids.* With practice, even names like
Ma'her-shal'al-hash-baz can be read with
relative ease.—Isaiah 8.1, N

DAs Jehovah's people, what a privilege
We have to be used as teachers! Let each
of us, then, take that res?on3|b|l_|ty serious-
ly. May we ‘pay constant attenion to our-
selves and to.our teaching.” (1 Timothy 4:16)
We can be fine teachers by being good lis-
teners, by keeping things Simple, by aska
insightful questions, by. using effective il-
|ustrations, and by rea _mg scriptures. with
skill, May all of us benefit from the trainjng
P_rowded by Jehovah throu%h his orgiamza-
lon, for this can help us to have “the tongue
of the taught ones.” (Isaiah 50:4) By fak-
ing full advantage of all the tools provided
for our ministry, including brochures, audio-
cassettes, and videocassettes, we_can learn
to teach with insight and persuasiveness.

roper. names are proken into syllables, ea
*p broken into syllabl h
sﬁﬁ”ea%)'r% H%"g S%pafatsg By 0L 0 acccent
the ace nt..i the%aﬁa (Je ?ngs Wv a.vowe|, the vow-
el s |ven its IonP. ound. | ass¥] able ends in a con-
sonaftt, the vowelis given Its short soun

19. How can we improve our reading of the
Scriptures? , ,
20. How canwe ‘pay attention to our teaching™




Do N%\Be Qvercome by
nxiety

MmJEVER be anx-
JLnl ious about the
next day, for the next
day. will have_its own
anxieties. Sufficient for
each day is its own had-
ness.” (Matthew 6:34
That counsel given b Je-
sus Christ certainly is
practical for all of us liv-
Ing in today’s fast-paced
and stressful society.
Realistically, though
is it possible or s ot
to be anxious about our
problems, decisions, obli-
?atrons and responsibili-
es? Millions of people_feel depressed,

distressed, and burdened. That is why tran-

gurlrzers and sedatives are a multimillion-
ollar business.

Where to Draw the Line
\We need to plan and prepare for our obli-
(rratrons assignments, decisions, and prob-
ems—be they urgent or otherwise. The Bl-
ble encourages us to it down and calculate
the expense before em ark |n%on any ma-

jor undertaking. Lu e 14:28-30). This in-
Cludes wei hrn varlabe orces ana-
Iyzrng thegﬁoss ee fects of the qutcome,

ana assessr g the cost in terms of time, en-
erXm and money.

hile one should carefully consrder what
is likely to occur, it Is not possible or con-
structive to trY to think of everty eventuali-
ty. For example, in the interests of family

safety, you might con-
sider’what to do In case
of a fire in your home.
You might purchase and
install ‘smoke detectors
and fire extinguishers.
You might plan and re-
hearse escape routes
from different ﬂarts of
the house. But when does
sensible, practical plan-
ning end ‘and excessive,
unwarranted anxiety be-
gin? Such anxiety begins
when you start to agonize
over an endless numner of
hypothetical situations,
many of which may be the product of a fer-
tile imagination. Disquieting thoughts may
overtake 5{ou convincing you that you must
have overlooked somethrn? or that'you have
not done enough to protect'your family. This
self-inflicted anguish can Wer h so heavr Iy
onyour mind that you may lose sleep overi

Moses Before Pharaoh

Jehovah God gave his prophet Moses a
difficult assignment. First, Moses had to ap-
near hefore the Israelites and convince them
hat Jehovah had appointed him to lead
them out of E%ypt Next, Moses had to ap-
near before Pharaoh and request that he
et the Israelites go, Finally, Moses had to
ead a throng numbering “in the millions
through the ‘wilderness into a land occu
pied by hostile people. (Exodus 3:1-10) All of
his could have beén most intimidating, but
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did Moses allow this re_sPonS|b|I|ty to fill his
mind with undue anxiety?

Obviously, Moses was concerned about a
number of‘issues. He asked Jehovah: “Sup-
Pose | am now come to the sons of Israel and

do say to them, ‘The God of your fore-
fathers has sent me to you,” and they do
sag to me, What is his iame?’ What Shall
| say to them?” Jehovah gave him the an-
Swer, d(Exodus 3:13,14), Moses was also con-
cerned about what might happen if Pha-
raoh refused to believe Rim. Again, Jehovah
answered the_prophet. One final problem
—Moses admitted that he was “not a fluent
speaker.” How could this be remedied? Je-
hovah provided Aaron to speak for Moses.
—Exodus 4:1-5, 10-16. _ _

Prepared with answers to his questions
and havmg faith in God, Moses proceeded
to do as Jehovah had commanded. Rath-
er than torture himself with frightening
thoughts of what ml%ﬂ happen When he
conffonted Pharaoh, Moses “did just so.”
(Exodus 7:6) If he had allowed anxieties to
take over, these could well have weakened
the faith and boldness needed to carry out
his assignment, o

. Moses’ balanced way of tackling his as-
signment is an example of what the apostle
Paul called “soundness of mind.” (2 Timgthy
1:7: Titus 2:2-6) If Moses had nof exercised
soundness of mind, he could easily have be-
come so overwhelmed by the enormity of his
assignment that he would probably not have
accepted It.

Taking Control of Your Thoughts .

How do }/]ou react when in yoyr da|I¥ life
you are cqnfronted with tests of your Taith
or with trials? Do you tend to beCome pan-
icky just thl_nkm% 0f the obstacles and chal-
lenges looming ahead? Or do you view them
In & balanced way? As some would say, Do
not cross the bridge until you come o it.’
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There may be_no need to cross that |ma%|-
nary bridge after alll So why be tormented
bY something that may never occur? The Bi-
ble says: “Anxiqus care in the heart of a
man 15 what will_cause it to bow down.
(Proverbs 12:25{_ The result often is_that
one will Prpcras inate in.making a decision,
putting things off until it is tog late,

Far more serious is the spiritual harm
that undue anxiety may cause, Jesus Christ
Indicated that appreciation for “the word
of the kingdom™ can be completely choked
out by the deceptive power of wealth and
“the anxiety of this system of things.” (Mat-
thew 13:19; 22) Just’as thorns_can prevent
seedlings from reachln%; maturity and bear-
Ing fruit, so uncantrolled anxiety can pre-
vent us from making spiritual advancement
and bearing fruit to’ God’s praise. Self-
Inflicted, deStructive an%msh has even kept
some_from dedicating themselves o Jeho-
vah. They worry, What if I do not live up to
myrded|cat|on. ’ _ _

_ ‘The apostle Paul told us that in our spir-
itual warfare, we are endeavoring to brin

“every thou%ht Into captivity t0. make |

obedient to the Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:52
Our archenemy, Satan the Devil, would b

very pleased to capitalize on our worries in
order to discourage us and to weaken us
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. He is
aasterat usm([z doubts to trap the tnwary.
That is why Paulalso warned Christians not
to “allow place for the Devil.” (Ephesians 4
21) As “the god of llhls“%){stem of things,”
Satan has successfully “blinded the minds
of the unbﬁllev 15." ( Cormtrlans 4:;'1_? May
we never allow him to control our mirids!

Help Is Available
When facing problems ,child can go toa
Iovmg_father and receive direction and com-
fort, |m|IarI%/, Wwe can goto our heavenly Fa-

ther, Jehovah, with olr problems. In Tact,



likeDavid, throw your burdens
and anxieties on Jehovah?

Do you,

Jehovah invites us to throw our burdens and
anxieties upon him. (Psalm 55:22) Like a
child who no Ionger worries about his prob-
lems after he ha recerved assurances from
his father, we_shou % not ong throw our
burdens upon Jehova but also leave them
with him.—James 156.

How do we throw ouranxretresu on Jeho-
vah? PhrI\P pians 46, 7 answers: * %not e
anxious over any thrn but in everyt |ng y

prayer and supp |cat|on along with thanks-
%rvrng let your getrtrons be Made known to

od; and ace of God that excels all
thought wr uard your hearts and your
mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.
Ya In res onse "to_our gersrstent grag/ers
and supplications, Jehovah can giv

inner calm that protects our mm s_from
being disturbed unnecessarg anxieties.
—Jefemiah 17:7, 8 Matthew 6:25-34.

To work in harmony. wrth our prayers,
thou h, we should not’iso ate ourselves el-

M rhyvsr'e"av'vh R i vt ¢ i s

rrnrirp eSﬁ uecéronst at touch on our
roblem, thus avol |n9 reljance_ upan our
0

own understanding. ( verbs3 Young
and old alike can turn to the Br le an
Watch Tower ublrcatrons Tor awealth of In-
formation on making decisions and dealing
with problems, Additionally, in the Chris-
tian congre gation, we are b essed with wise
anmgﬁ( nrre ced eders and ﬁlther ma] ure

oareawa%s willing toh t0
us. (Proverbs Those wh are

not émotionall |nvo’Ived and who have God’s
mind on a ma ter can often help us to look
at our rPc[O lems from a different perspec-
%rve And while they will not make decisions
or us, they can ea?reat source of encour-
agement and suppor

“Wait for God”

No one can_deny that there is enough
stress in dealrng With our real problems
each day without adding to them By worry-
mg about imaginary ofes. If anxiety over

at mjght happen makes us feel apprehen-
srve and uneasy then let us turn to Jehovah

rayer and supplication. Look to his Word

organrzatro ordrrectron wisdom, and
soundness of mind. We will find that what-
ever circumstance may arise, there is help
available to deal with it

Feeling heavy of heart and agitated, the
Bsalmrst sang. Why are you In despair,

wsou and why are you poisterous with-
in e7WartforG d, forIshaII et Iaudhrm
as th e%ran savatron mg grson and as
my God.” (Psalm 42:11) Lét those be our
sentrments

Yes, plan for what can reasonabIY be ex-
pected and leave the unexpected o Jeh o

“Throw all gour anxret upon |m be-
cause he cares for you."—1Peter 5:
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PagBu d'ﬁhapons

AMONG the many impressive monu-

|A_ ments that are’visited by tourists to
X JLRome, Italy, is the Panthegn. This
masterpiece of Roman architecture is one of
the few buildings there that remain. sub-
stantlally as théy were in ancient t|mes

gun by Agrippa In about 27 BCE.
was rebui|t by Hadrian about 120 CE, One
remarkable feature of this structure is ifs
hy ge 142-foot-diameter dome surpassed in
width only | I modern times. The Pant eon

was original yapa% an temple, a ace for
Pods WhICh IS { emeanlnq he orig-
|na Greek word. Today, it 1 still considered

a Roman Catholic charch. How was such a
surprising transformation possible?
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In 609 C.E., Pope Boniface IV rededicat-
ed this Ion% unused temple asa “Christian”
church. Atthat time, |twasg|ven the name
Church of the Santa Maria Rotunda, Ac-
cordln? to an article published in 1900 in
hF |talian Jesuit magazine La Civilta Cat-
t |ca the parttcular use Boniface had In
mmd for it was that ofc%ortf ying together
all the martyrs of the Christian Sphére, or
rather, all the saints, but first and foremost
the Virgin Mother of God.” The names giv-
en to the Pantheon by the Roman Catholic
Church today—Santa Maria ad Martyres or
alternatively, Santa Maria Rotunda—reflect
tﬂaé tigscnptural Intention.—Compare Acts



To adaPt the Pantheon to its new use,
“very little needed to be done,” continues
the Same article. “Boniface followed the sim-
Ble and_generous rules already establisheg
y St. Gregory the Great [Pope Gregory 1],
his predecessor, a maestro and exemplary in
the adaptation of p\?\%n temples to usé in
Christian worship.” What rules were those?
In a letter to a missionary bound for Ra—
gan Britain_in 601 C.E., Gregory qav_et 1S
irection: “The temples of the idols in the
said_country ought not to be broken; but
the idols alone which be in them ... [f the
said temples be well built, it is needful that
they be altered from the worsh|8p|ng of dev-
ils into the service of the true God.” Grego-
ry’s idea was that if pagan peoples saw their
former temples unspoiled, they might be
more inclined to continue frequenting them.
Whereas pa?ans used “to kill many 0xen in
sacrifice fo the devils,” wrote the” pope, it
Was now hoRed that “they no more sacrifice
animals to the devil but kill them to the re-
freshing of themselves to the praise of God.”
Roman Catholicism also “countered” pa-
gan worship by founding, in close proxim-
ity to former temples, churches dedicated
to “Christian” patrns. Ancient celebrations
were adopted and gjven a “Christian” signif-
|c_?nce. T0 ?x ress it in the words of La CI-
vilta Cattolica: “That some customs and re-
ligious observances of the early Christians
were closely related to certain paqan prac-
tices and ways is known to all scholars now-
adays. They ‘were practices too dear to the
eople, customs too deeply rooted and in-
ertwined in the public arid private life of
the ancient world. The mother church, kind
and wise, did not believe that she had to up-
rogt them; rather, by transforming them In
a_Christian sensg, raising them t0 new no-
bility and new life, she prevailed over them
by means that were powerful yet gentle, so

s to win to herself without uproar the souls
of both the masses and the cultured.”

One well-known example of the adoption
of a ?agan festivity 1s,_of course, that of
Christmas.. Decembier 75 was, In fact, the
date onwhich the ancient Romans ohserved
the dies natalis Solis Invicti, that Is, “the
birthday of the invincible sun.”

In hér desire to win pagan hearts, the
church therefore did not adhere to the truth.
She justified the practice of syncretism,
the absorption of heathen belief$ and prac-
Hces_ dear to the rﬂasses. The result was a

yorid, apostate church, far removed from
|he teachhn s qf true Chnshamty._ In %us
Ight, pernaps 1t IS not S0 surprising that
a former Roman temple to “all gods™h
Pantheon—should become a Roman Catholic
church dedicated to Mary and all the “saints.”

It ought to be ohvious, however, that
changm% the dedication of a temPI_e_or the
name of a celebration i not suficient to
transform the ‘worship of devils into the ser-
vice of the true God.” “What a%r@,ement does
God’s temple have with idols?” asked the
agostIePa “Getoutfrom monRthem,an_d
separate yourselves,” says Jenovaf, ‘and quit
touching the unclean t mg’; and | will take
youin.”"And I shall be a father to you, and you
will be sons and daughters to me,” says Jeho-
vah the Almighty."—2 Corinthians 6:16-18.

In Our Next Issue

A Book of Wisdom
With a Message for Today

In Search of Paradise

Baal Worship— The Battle for the
Israelites’ Hearts
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Text: Per gentile concessione del Ministero
dei Beni Culturali e Ambientali

An Influentlal Blbe Commentator

HAT was oge of the flrst books ish reI| ous academ|es at Worms and Mainz
W ever printe hn Hebrew? 8We in the Rhineland. There he studied under

mentar on rl e Pe tateuch meeo f the most prominent Jewish scholars
goCar ra I In 14%35es ts aut or K ol m’o 4 Attabout the aget (%fdzs rt"S g
%Lnown as Rasqh}/ sonal circumstances necessitated re urnm?

to Troyes. Already acknowledged as an ou
" %woud ta commentar b ﬁ %d stand%g scholar, yRash| qmck?y became the
'Sru ' gn Iefnl cf ?:Q\/J g(r)a Setar  religious leader of the local Jewish commu-
shevsky states that Rashi’s commentar nity and established his own religious acade-
becam% 3 asu:textlnt ? JeW|?1 ome any my: Intime, this new center of Jéwish learn-
mthe huse of studv. No other work of Jow.  1ngbecame even more influential than those
ish literature has ver?%een accorded such  OF Rashi's teachers in Germany.

%Pgrematmn More a(” su?erco At that time the Jews in France enjloyed
rHarles are knovvnthat eal directly with ~ relative peace and harmony. with their
Ras |scommentagont e Pentateu neighbors who Professed Chnstlamty al-

een affected by Rashi’s  lowing greater freedom for Rashi’s schol-

ave only Jews
commentarﬂ%ﬂhou hnot |scer ed’h man arly pursyits. Yet, he was no aloof scholar,
as lE entar [ *g Despite his rest| easa teacher and head

E:%rrﬁarléi S énuth\J/\?r?oCV\?as Ibs FSH@ ﬁé'v‘&%?d he o tﬁe acak Thi ashlt ear? ek : “|thg a%
a wine maker. This intimate knowledge .o

come o %ave S0 mueh in ?uence common Erades ult him | hn clotser toHchg\t/\ntg
9 average Jews, helping him to understan

Rashi Was\’g’(?r% ‘Q{a%rﬁae%h'prance inthe and sgympatmze wplthgthew circumstances.
year 1040.¥ As ayoung mgn hewent'to Jew-  The location of Troyes alsg contributed to
Rashi’s insights. SitUated along major trade

I" is a Hebrew acronym. formed from the  routes, the “city served as a cosmopolitan
H?e't%' r\g{gog?b{:hﬁ Ivsvggg? Rah S iz contar’ and inis enabled Rashi o Betone
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well-acquainted with manners and customs
of various nations.

Why Was a Commentary Needed?
The Jews were known as the people of
the book. But “the book™—the Bible—was in
Hebrew and “the people” now spoke Arabic,
French, German, Spanish, and"a multitude
of other languages. Though most Jews were
still taught™ Heorew from childhood, they
did not cIearI understand many Biblical
|t|onal by for cgntunef i stron%
tren W|th|n rab inic Judajsm led peopl
away from looking into the literal meaning
ofte Bible text. Allegories and legends re-
atlnl\% to Biblical words and verses abound-
an such comments and stories were
recor e mvolummouswntlngs collective-

ly called the Midrash.*

Ra?]tb randson Rabb| Samyel ben Meir
Wwas also a |bescholar In his
comm on Genesis 172 he said that

terms.

“the 0 der ommentators [before Ras
were inclined to preach sefmons (deras 0%
which they regarded as the most important
bgecttve but] were not accustomed {o delve
info the depths of the literal meaning of the
B|b||cal text Commenttng on thig trend,
onen ESChIIe edjtor of the Soncino
Boo s of the BIb e% writes: “It s true that
the Rabbis laid down a rule that no interpre-
tation was to be admitted WhICh Was Incom-
Patlblewn the peshat or plain meaning of
he text; but in practice they paid littlere-
gard to this rule.” In such 4 religious envi-
onment, the average Jew felt lost when ap-
Proachtng the Biblical text and felt a need

or some explanatory tool.

Rashl s Goal and Methods
Rashi’s |eon%goa was to make the text
of the Hebrew SCriptures understandable

*The WQ[rd ‘Midrash” éomes fram a Heb S\g root
meaning omqthre study, Investigate,” and by ex-
tension “to preac

to all Jews. To accomplish this, he began
to collect notebooks of comments on specif-
ic words and verses that he felt would pre-
sent difficulty to the reader. Rashi’s notes
mention his teachers’ explanations and draw
from his encyclopedic knowledge of the
full gamut of rabbinic literaturg. In lip-
quistic research, Rashi exhausted all avail-
able sources, He gave attention to how the
pointing and accent marks,of the Masoretes
affect textual understanding. To elucidate
the meaning of a word, his Commentary on
the Pentatetich often refers to the Aramaic
translation_(Targum of Onkelos). Rashi dis-
played flexibility and ingenuity as he exam-
Ined previously unexplored possibilities in
explaining prépositions, conjunctions, verh
meanings. and other aspects of grammar
and syntax. Such comments madé a valu-
able contribution to understanding the syn-
tax and grammar of the Hebrew Ianguage

In_contrast with the dominant tren
rabbinic Judaism, Rashi always squght to
highlight the simple, iteral meaning of a
text. But the vast I\/hdrashlc literatuire, S0
well-known by the Jews, could not be' ig-
nored. A striking feature of Rashi’s com-
mentary. is the way he relates to the very
Midrashic writings'that had often obscured
the literal meaning of the Bible text.

In his comment on Genesis 3.8, Rashi ex-
Flalns There are many ag dadtc
m which our Sa%es ha ready arranged
sunabl |n Beres It Ra ah and"other miad-
ras |cant oo?hes |, howgver, am concerned
exc SIV Ig with the straightforward mean-

gpes )o the verse, and with such
?ad t as explain the Scnptural account |n
15 context.” By selecttngnan ed|t|n|%;
those midrashim that in"his opinion eIped

*Agga ?Iurala adot? liter a]II means “nar-
éatton an r tO'[ niega é\ent

e ot et e
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to clarify the meaning or context of a verse,
Rashi edited out, or”excluded, midrashim
that caused contradiction and confusion, As
a result of this editing, future generations
of Jews became familiar mostly with Rashi’s
choice selections of the Midrash. ,

While generous in glvm_? credit to his
teachers, Rashi was nofhesitant to disagree
when he felt that their explanations contra-
dicted clear reasoning on a text. When he
did not understand a Certain f_assage or felt
that he had previously explained it incor-
rectl¥, he was willing" to_admit this, even
mentioning cases where his students helped
correct his understanding.

Influenced by His Times

_Rashi was very much a man of his
times. One author summed it up this way:
“[Rashi’s| great contribution to Jewish lite
was his reinterpretation of all relevant pa-
sages Into the vernacular of the day, in such
cléar, lucid language, with such warmth and
humanity, with such rare skill and scholar-
ship, that his commentaries_became revered
as scripture and loved as literature. Rashi
wrote Hebrew as thoug\p it were French
with wit and elegance. Whenever he lacked
the precise Hebréw word, he used a French
word instead, spelling it with Hebrew let-
ters.” These transliterated French terms
—Rashi used over 3,500 of them—have be-
come a valuable source for students of Old
French philology and pronunciation.

Althoygh Rashi’s life_hegan in an atmo-
sphere of relative t_rantlunljty, nis later years
witnessed mcreasm(‘;_ ension between Jews
and professed Chrjstians. In 1096 the First
Crusade brought devastation to the Jewish
communities 0f the Rhineland, where Rashi
had studied. Thousands of Jews were mas-
sacred. It seems that news of fhese mas-
sacres had an impact on Rashi’s, health
(which steadily deteriorated until his death
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in 1105). From that point on, there was a
marked’ change In his Scripture commen-
taries. One outstanding example 13 Isaiah
chapter 53, which speaks of Jehovah’s suf-
fering servant. Earlier, Rashi applied these
texts to the Messiah, as does the Talmud.
But it appears that after the Crusades, he
t_hou%ht that these verses had an applica-
tion 10 the Jewish people, who had' faced
unjust suffering. This proved to be a turn-
Ing point in Jewish inerpretation of these
texts.* Thus, Christendom’s unchristian be-
havior was turmnﬁ many,_including Jews,
away from the truth about Jesus.—Matthew
1:16-20: 2 Peter 2:1, 2.

R o

Rashi’s influence was soon felt beyond Ju-
daism. The French Franciscan Bible com-
mentator Nicholas of Lyra (1270-1349)
referred so frequently to the views of “Rab-
bi Solomon [Rashi]” that he was nicknamed
“the Ape of Solomon.” In turn, many com-
mentators, and translators were influenced
bly L¥ra, including the forerunners of the
translators of the English James Ver-
sion and reformer Martin Luther, who revo-
|utionized Bible trapslation in Germany. Lu-
ther leaned so heavily on Lyrathat a Ropular
rhyme went: “Had Lyra not played the lyre,
Luther would not have danced. .

Rashi was deeply influenced by rabbinic
thou?ht that is ouf of harmony with Chris-
tian Truth. Yet, with his deep |n5|ght into
Biblical Hebrew terms, syntax, and gram-
mar and hjs constant,effor} ko discern the
plan and literal meaning of the text, Rashi
Prowdes a meaningful source of comparison
or Bible researchérs and translators.

T
WB?F% houtt%?/ar. uﬁisheql(gmﬁen y atchtower

Bible and Tract omef;Po New York, |



N THE darkness of night, a sailing ship
I carrying 276 people fiears an island in
the Mediterranean. The crew and pas-
sengers are exhausted from being tossed to
and"fro in the stormy waters for 14 days.
Upon seeing a bay at daybreak, they tryto
beach the vessel.”But the prow gets stuck
beyond mqvement, and the waves break the
stern to pieces. All on board abandon ship
and manage to reach the shores of Malta by
swimming or by hangmg on to Planks or
other objects. Cold and battered, they haul
themselves out of the raging surf. mong
the passengers 1s the Christian ar%OSﬂ
Paul. He is e|n2q7transported to Rome for
trial —Acts 27:27-44. _

For Paul, the shipwreck at the island of
Malta was not the first life-threatening ep-
isode at sea. A few years earlier, he wrote:

Three times | experienced shlpwreck, a
night and a da)r]l have spent In the deep.”
s AT e
%y sea had helped Paul to fu il his_éooq
given role as “an apostle to the nations.”
—Romans 1113, _

_Just how extensive was sea travel jn the
first centur¥? What part did |t$%Ifaey In th

spreading of Christianity? How safe was It?

What kind of vessels were in use? And how
were passengers accommodated?

Rome’s Need for Maritime Trade

The Romans called the Mediterranean
Mare Nostrum—Our Sea. Control over
sea-lanes was imperative to Rome for more
than military reasons. Many cities of the
Roman Empire either were ‘ports or were
served by them. For example, Rome had her
seaport in nearby Ostia, while Corinth used
L.echaeum and Cenchreae, and Syrian An-
tioch was served by Seleucia. Good mari-
time connections between these Eorts_en-
sured raFJd communication with key cities
and facilitated effective administration of
Roman provinces. o
. Rome also depended upon the shipping
industry for its food supply. With a popu-
lation of about one million, Rome had huge
gram requirements—somewnhere hetwegn
50,000 and 400,000 tons a Fyear. Where did
all that grain come from? Flavius Josephus
quotes Herod AgrlF?pa [l as remarking that
North Africa fed Rome for eight months of
the year, while E?ypt sent enough grain to
support the city Tor the other four. Thou-
sands of seagolntg vessels were involved in
supplying grain fo that city.
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Catenn%to the Roman taste for quury
the flouri mg seaporne frade supplied ll
kinds of merchandise. Minerals, stone and
marble were shipped from Cyprus, Greece
and Egypt, and Tumber was transported
from Lebanon. Wine came from Sm Ma,
nuts from Damascus, and dates from Pales-
tine. Ointments and rubber were [oaded in
Cilicia, woo| in Miletus and Laodices, tex-
tiles in Syria and Lebanon, purple cloth in
Tyre and Sidon, Dyes were sent from_Thy-
afira and glass from Alexandria and Sidon.
Silk, cotton, ivory, and Spices were import-
ed from China and India.

What can be said of the ship that Was
wrecked at Malta with Paul on hoard?
was a grain ship, “a boat from AIexandna
that was sailing for Italy.” (Acts 27:6, foot-
note) The grain fleets were privately owned
by reeks Phoentmans and Syrians, who
commanded and equipped the. Hoyvever
the shtlos were hired Dy the State, “As in
the collection of taxes,” says historian Wil-
llam M. Ramsay, “the government found it
easier to_give out the work to contract than
to organize for itself the enormous machin-
ery in men and equipment needed for that
great service.

Paul completed his voyage to Rome ona
vessel with the flpurehead ‘Sons of Zeus.
This too was an Alexandrian ship. It docked
at Puteoli in the Gulf of Naples, the port
where the gram fleets normally landed.
éActs 28:11- 13?1 From Puteoll—modern

e\ty Pozzuoli—the ca qu was elther haul ed

eran or transportéd on smaller vessels
northward along the coast and up the Ti-
ber River into the heart of Rome.

Passenders on Freighters?

Why d|d Pau and his soldier guards trav-
el ona re|% hter? T oanswerthat question,
we need to know what it meant to travel by
sea as a passenger in those days.
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In the first century CE., there was ng
such thing as a passeriger ship, Vessels used
by travelérs were merchant ships, And all
Kinds of People—lncludlng State function-
aries, intellectuals, preaChers, sorcerers
artists, athIetes merchants tourlsts and
pl]gnms—mlgh have sailed in them.

here were, of course, small boats that
transported passengers and cargo n coast-
al waters. Paul may have used Such a craft
to “step over into Macedonia” from Troas,
Small vessels may have conveyed him to and
from Athens on” more than"one occasion.
Paul may also have used small craft in his
|ater voyage from Troas to Patara through
the islands near the coast of Asia M
Acts 16:8-11; 17:14,15; 20:1-6,13-15; 21.1)
he use of sd h small vessels saved time,;
but they could. not venture verY far from
Iand So the ships that took Paul to Cyﬁrus
an then to Pamphylia and those in which
evo agl ed from Ephesus to Caesarea and
rom ara to Tyre must have been con-
i erabyr arger. <Acts 134, 13, 18 21, 22
he Vessel on w hich Paul experi-
ence shtspwreck at Malta would also have
been considered large. How big could such
ships be?

L|terar sources led one scholar to say:
“T e smallest capacity [ship] found ?ener-

ally useful by the ancients was about 70 to
80°tons. A véry popular size, at least in the
HeIIentsttc age was 130 tons. A 250-tonner,
at ou% ommon 3|ght was gefinitely
%r er than average. I Roman times the

|%s used inthe | penaI transport service
were still greater, the desirable capacity
being 340 tons. The largest ships afloat ran
to 1300 tons, possibly abit larger.” Accord-
Ing to a description”penneq in the second
century CE., the Alexandrian grain caryi-
er  ISiswas over 180 feet Ion was_about
45 feet wide, had a hold some 44 feet deep
and could probably carry over a thousand



tons of grain and perhaps a few hundred
passengers.

How were the travelers cared for on a
([Jrarn ship? Since the ships were principal-
y for cargo passengers were a secondary
consideration. No food or services, excei)t
water, were supplied for them. They would
Sleep on deck, perhaPs under tenth e shel-
ters erected at night and taken down each
mornrng Th ou& voyagers may have been
allowed to use the galléy for cooking, theK
would have had to equrp themselves wit
everything needed to cook, eat, bathe, and
sleep—from pots and pans to bedding.

Travel bf/ Sea—How Safe?
Lacking instruments—even a com-
pass—navigators in the first century op-
erated striCtly by sight. Therefore, ‘trav-
el was the safest when visibility was the
best—generally from late May to mid-
September, Ddring . the two nionths be-
fore and after that trme merchants might
chance sail mg But during wrntertrme
mist and clou s often obscured andmarks
and the sun by day and the stars ynrlo
Navigation was considered closed (Lat-
In, mare clausum) from November 11 to
March 10, except in cases of absolute neces-
sity or urgency. Those traveling late in the
season ran a fisk of having to"winter in a
foreign port.—Acts 27:12; 28:11.
Des&orte berng hazardous and season-
sailing offer any advantages
over land travel? Yes, irideed! Travel-
Ing by sea was less tiring, cheaper,
and faster \When winds ‘were fa-
vora le, a shrp could COVer per-
s 100 miles a day. The
or |nar rate for 4 long "
&ourney on foot was 15 to
0 miles a day.
Sarhn[q speed de-
pended almost entirely |

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

on the wind. The | {ourney from Eqgypt to Ita-
ly was a continual fight against head winds,
évenat the best of times. The shortest route
was usually via Rhodes or Myra or some
other port™on the coast of Lycia in Asia
Minor. After encountering storms and los-
? her way, on one occasion the grain shi
SIS anchored in Piraeus 70 days after put-
ting out from Alexandria. Wit Prevarlrng
nor hwesterly winds behind her, the return
Ieg from Italy could probably be made in 20
25 days. By the overland Toute, the same
ourne |n erther drrectron would require
over 150 days in good weather.

The Good News Carried Far Overseas

PauI was evidently aware of the dangers
of out-of- season sea ravel. He even advised
Ogarnst sailing in late September or early

tober, saying: “Men, | perceive that navi-
r[ratron 1S gorng to be with damage and oreat
0ss nat only of the cargo and the boat but
also of our Souls.” (Acts 27:9, 10) However,
the army officer in charge ignored these
words, and this resulted in the shipwreck
at Malta,

By the end of his missionary career, Paul
had been shipwrecked af least four times.
Acts 21:41-44: 2 Corinthians 11; 25) Yet, un-

ue anxiety about such eventualities did not
prevent edrly preachers_of the good news
from taking to the sea. They made full use
of all available means of travel to spread
the Kingdom message. And in Qbedi-
ence t0_Jesus” command, a witness

was given far and wige._(Matthew

28'19, 20; Aots 1:8) Thanks to

their zeal, the faith of those

. who have followed their ex-

ample, and the guidance of

Jehovah’s holy spirit, the

good news has reached the

ng corners of
the |n€habrte

earth.
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ADay io Kemem

The evening before he died, Jesus passed
a loafofunleavened bread and a cup of
wine to his apostles and instructed them
to eat and to drink. He also told them: |-
“Keep doing this in remembrance of
me. 'm—Luke 22:19.

Thisyear the anniversary ofthis
eventfalls on Thursday, April 1, after
sundown. Jehovah's Witnesses around

the world will be gathered on this spe-
cial night to observe this Memorial

in the mannerJesus commanded. You
are most warmly invited tojoin
us. Please check withJehovah's
Witnesses locallyfor the exact
time and place ofthis
special meeting.
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