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HAPPY STEPFAMIUES ARE POSSIBLE! HOW?
The stepfamily has become a common type of household in many parts of the world. Yet, stepfamilies
have unique problems. The most challenging is undoubtedly child rearing. However, as the two articles that
follow will try to show, it is possible to rear children successfully in a stepfamily environment.
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STEPFAMIL

T%tbi‘oral Im, stem\}e\:\g@

| ABAD PRESS. WHENWE
chilgren, many of us heard some
version of the fairy tale of Cin-
derella, who suffered so much at
the han 3 of her cruel stepmoth-
er. Children In Eyrope Ie%[n,
too, t efawz tale Snow White
and the Seven Dwarts. Snow
White’s ste motper turns out to
be awicked witch!

Do such fairy tales give an ac-
curate view of stepfamilies? Are
all stegParents really so bad? No.
Most of them want only what is
best for the children they inher-
ith marrlage.B t the d%have
fo face som d|¥ |cut}§_ro lems
inherent In stepramily life.

TE?“FJ lems of

earing

When a first marrjage preaks
down, the cause Is ogte% tRe Im-
maturity of the mates. In a sec-

=

"You are not really my father!"

ond marriage, dealing with the children can strain the re-
lationship. Some records show that more than 4 out of 10
blended families end in divorce within the first five years.

The newlyweds may not realize the emotional turmoil
the conflicts of loyalty, and the feelings of jealousy and
resentment that the ‘stepparent’s arrival sparks in the
stepchildren. These ma¥ Imagine that the stepparent has
replaced them in the affections of their natural parent,
Moreover, a natural parent abandoned by a mate may find
it hard to understand the children’s ongom? attachment
to the former mate, One boy tried to “explain his good
relationship with his biological father, saying, “Mam, |
know Dad treated you badly; but he has heen Eood to me!”
Such an expression, whilg honest, could make a mother
feel bitter resentment toward the child’s father.

One stepfather confessed: “I was not really prepared
to deal with all the problems related to bringin uP my
stepchildren. Iwent intq the situation thinkifig that now
that | had married their mother, | was their father. It
was as simple as that! | did not understand the children’s
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attachment to their biological  cept it from a stepparent! Commonly, when faced with

father
takTes. _ _ "
_ Tensions can arise especiall

in the matter OdeS_CIp|In%. cmV-
dren need Iovm[g discipline, but
they often rebel against it even
wheén it comes from a natural
parent. How much harder to ac-

. and |- made many mis

STEPFAMIL

such discipline, a ste?child will say something like, “You
are not really my father!” How devastating Such words
can be to a well-meaning stepparent!

. Can children be successfully reared in a blended fam-
ily? Can stepparents play a positive role in building a suc-
cessful stepfamily? The' answer to oth questions is yes
{L allBl_r%\lloIved follow the counsel in God’s inspired Word,

e Bible.

=

CAN SUCCH

D

ARE SUCCESFUL STEPFAMILIES 1t may seem self-evident, but it is nevertheless worth
[» POSSIBLE? ESPECIALLY  saying that the basic quality needed for any family to
11 IFAL INCLVED REVEMBER  be successful is love. The apostle Paul said” “Let your

that “all Scripture i inspired
of God and beneficial for teach-
ing, for reproving, for sefting
things straight, for disciplinin
In righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:

/hen everyone applies Bi-
ble principles, success Is virtual-
ly ensured.

The Basic Qualltly

The Bible sets down only a few
actual laws to govern human re-
lations. Mostly'it encourages the
cuI_twatmq of good qualities and
atfitudes that” quide. us to act
W|sel_¥_. Such ?ood attitudes and
qualities are the basis of happy
family life.
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ove be without hypocrisy.... I brotherly love have'ten-
der affection for"one anothey.” (Romans 12:9, 10) The
vord “love” is much misused, but the quality Paul re-
erred to here is special. |t is godly love, and if “never
a|ls. SICOrmthlans 13:8) The'Bible describes it as un-
selfish and ready to serve. It works actively for the qood
of others, It is patient and kind, never (Jjea ous, hoastful,
or conceited. It does not seek its own advantage. It is al-
ways ready to make allowances, to trust, to_hope, to en-
dufe whatever comes.—1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

Genuine love, hers to smooth over differences and
unite_people with very different upbringings and per-
sonalities. And it helps to counteract the devastatln%qef-
fects of a divorce or fa biological Parerht,s death. One man
who became a stepfather Uescribes his very real prob-
lems: | was often too concemed about my own feellnr%s
to.analyze the emotions of my stepchildren or even of y
wife. I'nad to learn to be less sensitive. Most important,




| .had to learn to be humble.” Love helped
him to make the needed changes.

The Biological Parent

Love can heIP in Randling the children’s
relationship with their now absent biological
ﬁarent A stepfather confides: “| wanted to
ave first place in m){ steﬁchlldrens affec-
tions. When they visited their biological fa-
ther, | found It Rard to resist the tenjptation
to cr|t|C|ze im, When they returned after a
Peasant atvwn him, Ifetternble When

X 3 bad a% waseateg Really, [ was

fréid of losing them. One of the most djf-
|cu It things Was to come to terms with the
Importance of the blologlcal father’s role in
my stepchildren’s lives.

Genuine love helped this stepfather to
face the fact that it was unrealistic to ex-
Pect ‘instant” love. He should not have felt
ejected when, the children did not immedi-
ately accept him. He came to realize that he
may never completel reEIace the_biologj-
cal father in his children’s hearts. The chil-
dren had known this man from their earliest
days, while the stepfather was a newcom-
er’who would have to work for the chil-
dren’s love. Researcher Elizabeth Einstein
reflects the expenence of many when she
sa s “The biol oglca parent can never be re-
pace d—never. Even a parent who is dead or
one who has abandoned the children retains
an important place in the children’s lives.”

Discipline—A Touchy Subéect
The Blble |nd|cates that Iovmg |SC|pI|ne
IS essential for youn J)eope and that in-
cludes ste ch|Id en overns 8:33) A num-
ber of ? fessiopals are comln? aroun 0
the Bible’s position on this. Professor Ceres
AIves de. Araujo stated: “By nature no one
likes limits, bu(l they are necessary. ‘No’is
protective wor
However, in a blended family, views on
discipline can lead to serious Tifts. Step-

children have in part been molded by an
adult who is now absent Likely, ave
habits or customs that maB/ |rr|tae the
stepnarent And they probably go not up-
derstand why the stepparent eeIs strongly
about certain matters. How to deal success-
fully with the situation? Paul exhorts Chris-
tians: “Pursue . . . love, endurance, mild-
ness of temper.” (1 Timothy 6:11) Christian
love helps both stepparent dnd children to be

mild and patient as they learn to under-
stand ong another. If the steBparent IS im-
patient, ‘anger, wrath, and aousive speech’
can quickly“ruin any relationship that has
been ‘achigved. —EPhesmns 4:31,

Inmght into what will help in this was pro-
vided by the prophet Micah. He sajd: “What
is Jehovah askln% back from you but to ex-
preise dustlce and to love kindness and to
be mogest in walktng with your Gog?”
cah 6:8) Justice Is vital when admlntstenng
discipline. But what about kindness? One
Christian elder relates that it was often dif-
ficult to %et his stepchildren up on Sunday
mornlnq 0 share In cangregation worship.
Rather Than berating thém,"he tried kind-
ness. He ot Up early, prepared breakfast
then took each of thiem a warm_drink. A
a result, they were much more inclined to
heed his appeal to get up.

Professor Ana Luisa Vieira de Mattos
made the foIIowmg |nterestln%comment It
IS not the type Of family that is im or
tant but the”quality of the relatlonsh|
my stud |eslhave gbserved tat young peo
pIe who have behavioral problems aImost al-
Wways come from families in which there 1s
weak parental supervision, a lack of rules
and communjcation.” She also said: “It can
never be sufflmently emphasized that rear-
ngigc hildren impl |es the need tg say no.” I

dition, Drs, Em| and John Visher stated:
“Basmaf discipl |ne works only when the
person réceiving the discipline Cares about
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the reactions .of and the relationship with
the Fr])erson doing the disciplining.”

These remarks. touch on the question of
who_in stepfamilies should administer the
drscrplrne Who should be the one to say

After talking matters over, some par-
ents have decidedthat, to begin wth, the bi-
ological parent should be the main discipli-
narian in order to ?rve the stepparent time
to build a closer refationship with the chil-
dren. Let the children learn to feel confident
of the stepparent’s love for them before be-
ing disciplined by him or her.

hat If the stepparent is the father? Does
not the Bible say that the father is_the
head of the family? Yes, ?E hesians 5:22,
~6:1, 2) However, a stepfather may wish
to delegate the matter of discipling’ for a
w hile, especrallru if it involves punrshment

He may allow t echr dren to obey ‘the law
of therr mother’ while he lays a foundatron
for them to fisten to the drscrglrne of their
[new] father.’ (Proverbs 1:8; 6:20; 31:1) Evi-
dence shows that, in the Iond run, this does
not work against the principle of headship.
In adaition; one stepfather says: “I remem-
bered that discipline includes admonition,
correction, and reproof. When this is given
In ajust, loving, and compassionate way and
1S ba(cked up by parental example, it usually
WOrks

Parents Need to Communicate

Proverbs 15: 22 Says: “There Is a frustrat-
in of lans wher€_th ere IS no confiden-
tidl falk.” In a steg amil cam and frank
confrdentral talkbtwee the parents is vi-
Ha go umnjst rnt e newsRaper Esta-
0 de 5. Paulo observed: “Children always
tend to test the limits set by the parents.”
That m%y be doubly true In stepfamrlres
Hence, thie parents need to come to an agree-
ment on different matters so that the chil-
dren will see that they are united. What,

6 The watchtower—March i, 1999

though if a steglparent acts in a way that
the biolog rcal nt_feels 15 unjust? Then

the two shou d sortthrngs outin

in front of the children:

One mother who remarried relates: “The
most difficult thing for a mother is to see the
stelofather disciplining her children, espe-
cially if she feels that he is acting hastily or
IS not trul(}/ ust, Itbreaksherheart and she
wants to defend her children. At such times
It 15 hard to remain subject to one’s husband
and support him,

“On one occasion, my two boys, aged 12
and 14, asked their stepfathers permrssron
to do something. He immediately re used
and then left the room without gi qnvrn g the
boys any opportunity to explarn W ythe re-
questwasrmportan to them. The boys were
ready to cry, and | was speechless. The old-
er hoy looked at me and Said: ‘Mom, did ou
see what he did?’ | answered: Yes, I did.
he is still the head of the house, and the Br
ble tells us to respect headship.” They were
g od hoys and agreed with this, and they
almed down a Nittle, That same_ evening,
| explained thrngs to my hushand, and fe
realized that he had beén too authoritari-
an. He went straight to the boys’ room and
apologized.

e learned a lot from that rncrdent My
husband learned to listen before making. de-
cisions. | learned to uphold the Prrncrple
of headship, .even When It hurts. The boys
|earned the rmgortance of being In su Aec
tion, ?Colossra 3:18 19[) And mruhusba d’s
heartfelt a Ytaug us ll rmport nt
lesson in Numility. (Proverbs 29:23) Today,
both sons are Christian elders.”

Mistakes will be made. Children will say
or do thrnqs that hurt. Pressures of the mo-
ment will lead stepparents to act unreason-

ably. Howeyer, those simple words,
1y, plgase forgive me,’

rivate, not

‘1'am sor-
an do much to heal



Strengthemnq Family Unity
. It takes time to build a warm relationship
in a stepfamily. If you are a stepparent, you
need to show’ empathy. Be understanding,
ready to spend time with the children. Plaz
with"the younger ones. Be prepared to tal

with the olderones, Look for opportunities
to spend time together,—for example, invite
the children to Relp with household tasks;
like preparing dinner orwashm? the car. In-
vite them to Come along and he_P_ when you
00 to the supermarket” In addition, small,
affectionate gestures might show the love

you feel. (Of course, stepfathers should e
careful to observe proper boundaries with
their stepdaughters and not make them feel
uncomfortablé. And stepmothers should re-
member that boys have boundaries too.)

Stepfamilies can be successful. Many are,
The most successful are those in which all
involved, especially the parents, cultivate
nﬁht attitudes and realistic expectations,
The apostle John wrote: “Beloved ones, let
us continue loving one another, because love
Is from God.” (1 John 4:7) Yes, heartfelt love
IS the real secret of a happy stepfamily.
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“Set vour heart
UPON” GOD'S TEMPLE!

“Sonofman, . .. setyour heart upon all that I am showmgyou
Tell everything that you are seeing 10 the house of Israel.' —EZEKIEL 404

F ear was 55?3BC , the 14thyear | mq in ruins hundreds of miles, away, a
o ‘Ns ex%e To| e Jews I%lng esolate_haunt of wild animals. (Jeremiah
In Ba N te|r be oved homelan 911 His own father, Buzi, had Served as
must seemed far away Indeed. EirErlest there, Ezeklel 1:3) Ezekiel would
T A ;'em e e ﬂge e e, DL e
been takén into_exile with the nobility o

d buildings. Im ifns The te erusalem in 617 BCE. when stil youn

ofS r%kj/ah—onceghe cﬂyscrownlng oy Now about 50 0 Ezek IIkka 0.
teone center for pure worsbw inall 1he HY ow about 50 years old, Ezexiel likely knew

that he would flever see Jerusalem again nor

uik oflsrabee% ged for HO\X,"OL have any part in the rebuilding of ot tem-

ear ore s gr mlse ehverance ple. Imdgine, then, how much it must have

_Jer mia woegg% etr% FI)Eléekwl to receive a vision of a glo-
propheltt E”Qél?.&h%V%h?ﬁEdSPe&AQetJr%HW“' 3 This extensive vision, filling nine_chap-

ters of Ezekiel’s book, provided exiled Ju-

In, what ti h I
%nd rtlﬂ\évmgelvceosngl I&y %I% gds chosen peopie 3, Fg Wha} ? the puré) 5 ofIEzekleI_s vision

VMwould mgmoreso ngstemple inJe- oft 87 gWhat re the four main com-
rusalem have saddened Ezekiel ponents 0 the vision?
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deans with a falth-strengthenm? promise.
Pure WQrShIP would be restored! In the cen-
turies since then, even down to our day, this
visjon has been a source of encouragement
to lovers of Jehovan. How so? Let us exam-
Ine what Ezekiel’s prophetic vision meant
to the exiled Israelites. It has four main
components: the temple, the priesthood, the
chieftain, and the land.

~ The _Te_mBIe Restored _
AFirst, Ezekiel is rou?h_t to “a very high
mountain.” On the mouniain to the south’is
a huge temple, like a walled city. An angel,
Whose aIppearance was like the apPearance
of copPe " takes the prophet on a horou%h
tour or the premises. (Ezekiel 40:2, 3) As the

VIsion Proceeds EzeKiel beholds the angel
meticulously takmgn,measurements of the
temple’s three matching pairs of gates with
their quard chambers, an outer Courtyard,
an jnrier courtyard, dining rooms, an altar
and the templé sanctuary with its Holy and
Most Holy compartments. _ _

. 5Then, Jehovah himself appears in the vi-
sion. He enters the temple and assures Eze-
kiel that He will reside there. But He calls
for a cleansing of His house, saying: “Now
let them remove their fornication and the
carcasses of their kings far from me, and |
shal| certainly. reside ‘In the midst of them
to time indefinite.” (Ezekiel 43:2-4, 7, 9)
These “carcasses of their kmgs e_wdently
referred to idols. Jerusalem’s rebellious ruf-
ers and people had polluted God’s temple
with idols and, in effect, had made kings of
them. (Compare Amos 5:26.) Far from being
living gods or kings, these Were dead, dirty

4, Where is Ezehlel tak%n at the outset of his vi-
smn,.gvhat doe)s e see there, and who gives him
a quided tour’ _

. Fa) hat assurance does Jehovah give Eze-
el? (o) Wha w%re the ca casse?] of t (ill’
Ings’"that hag to. be removed trom the temple,
and’why was this important?

things in Jehovah’s eyes. They must be re-
moved.—Leviticus 26:30; Jeremiah 16:18.

_6What was the Romt,of this part of the
vision? [t assured the exiles of the complete
restoration of pure worship at God’s temple.
Further, the measuring of the temple pro-
vided a divine guarantee that the vision was
absolutely sure of fulfillment. éCom are Jer-
emiah 31:39, 40; Zechariah 2:2-8.) Al idola-
try would be cleansed away. Jehovah would
orice again bless his house.

The Priesthood and the Chieftain

TThe priesthood was also to_undergo a
cleansmg, or refining, process, The Levites
were to e rebuked for succumbing to idola-
try, while the priestly sons of Zadok were to
bé commended and rewarded for remaining
clean* Still, both groups would have posi-
tions of service in God’s restored house—de-
pending, no doubt, on their faithfulness as
Individuals. Further, Jehovah decreed: “And
my people they should instruct in the dif-
ference between a holy thm% and a pro-
fane thing; and the différence between what
IS unclean and what Is clean they should
cause them to know.” (Ezekiel 44:10-16, 23)
So the ﬁnesthood was to be restored, and
the faitnful endurance of the priests would
be rewarded.

8The vision also refers to one called the
chieftain. Ever since the days of Moses, the
nation had had chieftains. The Hebrew word
for chieftain, nasi”, could refer to a head of

* This may have touched Ezekiel personally, for it
is said that he himself was of the priestly family of

r6].ifV¥hat did the measuring of the temple sig-

1, ¥Nhat information_is given regarding the Le-

vites and the priests? = ,
8 (3) Who were the ch|eft%|ns of ancient lsra-

ﬁl'? ) In what ways was the chiertain of Eze-
lel’s'vision active in pure worship?

THEWATCHTOWER- MARCH 1,1999 9



a paternal house, a tribe, or even a nation.
In Ezekiel’s vision, Israel’s rulers as a class
are rebuked for oppressing the peoPIe and
are exhorted to be fair and just. Although
not of the priestly class, the chieftain is ac-
tive In a prominent way in pure worship. He
enters and exits the outer courtyard with
the nonpriestly tribes, sits in thé porch of
the East Gate,and Prowdes some of the sac-
rifices for the people.to offer. (Ezekiel 44.2,
3 45:8-12, 172 The vision thus assured Eze-
kiel’s people that the restored nation would
be blessed with exemplary leaders, men who
would support the prigsthood in organizing
God’s people and be fine examples in spiri-
tual matters.

e Lan

9Finally, Ezekiel’s vision included an over-
view of the land of Israel. It was tg be_di-
vided with an allotment for each tribe. The
chieftain too would have an inheritance.
The priests, however, would not, for Jehovah
said,_ “l am their inheritance.” (Ezekiel 44:
10, 28, Numbers 18:20) The vision showed
that the chieftain’s allotment of land would
be located on either side of a special area
called the hol5{ contribution. This was a
square piece of land divided into threg strips
—the top for the repentant Levites, the mid-
dle for the priests, and the bottom for the
city and its productive land. Jehovah's tem-
Ple would be located in the priests’strip of
and, in the. center of the square contribu-
tion.—Ezekiel 45:1-7. _

DHow all of this must have lifted the
hearts of those exiles! Eqch family was as-
sured of having an Inheritance in‘the land.
(Compare Micah 4:4.) Pure worship would

9, 621 How was the land to, be divided, but who

0 |not receB/e an inheritance?. (b) What.was
the holy contripution, and what did It contain?
]}(]J. hat did the pro I}eﬁy about the dividing of
the land mean to Taithtul’Judeans in exile?

10 The watchtower—march i, 1999

occupy. an exalted, central place there. And
notice'in Ezekiel’s vision that the chieftain,
like the priests, would live on land contrib-
uted by the peogle. (Ezekiel 45:16) So in the
restoréd land, the peoRIe were to contribute
to the work of those whom Jehovah apBomt-
ed to take the lead, supporting them by co-
operating with their direction, In all,"this
land wasa picture of organization, coopera-
tion, and security. _

Would Jehovah bless their land? The
Rrophecy answers this (%uestlon with a

eartwarming picture. A stream flows from
the temple, widening as it goes, becoming a
torrent by the time It enters the Dead Sea.
There it revives lifeless waters, and a fishing
mdustrP/ flourishes on a stretch of the shore-
line. A on? the riverbanks are many trees
that bear fruit year-round, %IVIH% nourish-
ment and healing.—Ezekiel 47:1-12,

DTo the exiles, this promise echoed and
confirmed earlier restoration prophecies
that they held very dear. More than once
Jehovah's inspired pro(Phets had descriped
a restored. repopulated Israel in paradjsa-
ic terms. Deadl regions coming to life ha
been a recurrlnngrophetlc theme. (lsaiah

:1, 6, 7; 51:3; Ezekiel 36:35; 37:1-14) So
the people could expect that Jehovah's life-
giving blessings would flow forth like a riv-
er from the réstored temple. Consequently,
a sPlrltuaIIy dead nation would revive. The
restored people would be blessed with out-
standing spiritual men—men as righteous
and firm as the trees anngi those visionar
riverbanks, men who would take the lea
n _rebundmg_a ruined land. Isaiah tog had
written of |g tree? of rlqhteousn $s” who
would “rebuild the long-standing devastat-
ed places."—Isaiah 61.3, 4.

11, 12, (a) How does Jehova hetically as-
sure‘fs(;%e? (ie that h wouqdp[)_? $S thai re-
store \wo egn(g %WH was pictured by the
trees along the banks of the river?



When Is the Vision Fulfilled?

BWere the returnrn exrles drsap'pornted7
Far from 1tl' A restored remnant turned
to their geloved homeland n 537 |
time, un er the quidance ofthese brg trees
of righteousness™—such as the scribé Ezra,
the Rr%ohets Hagr%rar and Zechanah and the
I riest Jos ItuaC—t et ongfdevastated

ceswre hul eftains,”for exa
RI emra?r erubbah [ ruled mth(eTa%g
fairl an ust ehovahs temple was re-
stored and hrsb rovisions for life—the hless-
tng |vrng his covenant—aﬂarn flowe
oth (Deutgrono rv3019 Isaiah 4 720
One b essrn was kriowledge. The priesthoo
Was restored to duty, and the nests In-
S s

ul vived spiri

an again ecamg %rtfu servanFt)s o% ey

ah as pictured by the Dead Sea bern
neda %tir and generating a productive fishin
Indu

eryre these events the oply fqurIIment of
Ezekiel’s vision? No: somethrn%] far greater IS
indicated. Consider: The temP e that Ezekiel
Saw couId not reallv be bujlt as described.
True, the Jews took hat vision seriously and
even aéaplred some detalls Irherally * However,
the vi onarytemBeasaw e Was.too large
even to fit on Mo nté\h e sie of the
ormer temple. In addition, Ezekre 'S temple
was not In the city but some distance awa
on a separate tract of land, whereas the sec-
ond temple. was bujlt where its predecessor
had stood, in the city of Jerusalem. (Ezra L

*For instance, the anc jent |sh ah sur%??sts that

nthe f storeg em le, the(a ar, the temple’s fWO
gave OOI'EZSIEIel Se 600 Ing areas weré built fo

con orm to vision,
13 %) hat sense did Jehoyah bless his re-
re %trees of rronteousness "
ﬁf Was t e prop ecy about the Dead Sea
s e i
owrngpth Jews’ return Pr%m exile nt)% 1

1, 2) Further, no literal river ever emerged

from erusalems temrfl S0 ancrentl
a] vatoken U rIment of Ezekiel’s
his |mP les that there must be a

reater sprrrtual ulfillment of this vision.
BClearly, we must look for the main ful-
fillment of Ezekiel’s vision In Jehovah’s
ﬂreat spiritual temple, which the apos-
e Paul discusses at length in the book of
Hebrews. That temple went into operation
when Jesus Christ was anoi te(i as Its Hggh

P[|e3t|n29CE Butwas Ezekiel’s vision
Jesus av Evidently not. Jesus, as
the Hrfgh Priest, qurIed th prophetic im-
Borto the Atonement Day by means of his
aptism, his sacrificial death,” and his entry
Into the' Mos tH?I heaven itself. (Hebrews
9:24) Interestin tho h, Ezekiel svrsron
doe not contar rs}rng;L\mmentron of elther

the I H’(IGS'[ rt nement Dag SO It
SEems unii ert at this vision W&SR mtrng
at tim

towar Pe first century CE Inw
period, then, does It apply?
BFor an_ answer, let Us go back to the
vrsron rhself Ezekiel wrote: “In the vrsronf
e brought me t0 the land of | srae
and ra ually st me down u onaver %
mou tarn onwhjch there wa somet r e
Lhe struct ureI of a ¢it t ﬁsout Eze-
el 40:2) The setting for this vrsron Ii %
‘very Igh mountain,” reminas us of Mica
4 o]t occur In the final part of the
%st att e mountain of the house of Jeho-
will become firmly established above the
to of the mountains, and it will certarnly
be lifted up above the hills an to It
ples must stream,” When does th 5oro
cy come into fulfillment? Micah 45 sfiows
om0 ks i
vrrs?on Was notf fr durrng (ﬁrrrsts etrme

w(h %he settrngp%f Ezekrel vrsr n rerbtlrn(?]s Ius of

other pr n
ajcern e trm 01 t(he marn Iment o?

Eze lel’s vision?
THEWATCHTOWER- MARCH 1,1999 11



that this commences while. the nations still
worshi talse% 0gs. In fact, | thas been In our
own time, “the final part of the days,” that
pure worship has beeh lifted up, restored to
Its ]r])roper place in the lives of God's servants,

What ‘made this restoration possible?

Remember, in the most significant event of

Ezekiel's vision, Jehovah comes to the tem-

Ple and |nsrsts that his house pe cIeansed of

oatrg hen was, God's spiritual temple
cleans d7 At Malafhr 3:1-5, Jehovah fore Is
a |mew§n he will “come to His temple” ac-
companie yhrs ‘messenger of the COVE-
nant Jesus Christ. The purpose? “He will
e ike the fire of %refrner and like the | S
aundrymen.’ fernr\n\}r f mmenc
durrngthe trnke of the rst R war, Tg
result eov has resre |n IS ouse an
blessed th esprrrtual Ian ofh |sg le rom
thgel% otnhvgetrrg e(sgras tgr?t e pro oosnecesJ aen
zekjel
important fulfiliment dBrrnp tﬁe Ia}st days.
Like other restoration prophecres 6-

17. H wdoes the roph]ecy at Mala hi 3:1-5 heIP
US to etermrne etempleo Ezekiel’s v
sron was cleansed?

E Y\/ en erI the temple vision have its final
ulfillment?

Do You Remember?

O What was the initial fulfillment of
Ezekiel's vision of the temple and its
priesthood?

O How did Ezekiel's vision of the
allotment of the land find an early
fulfillment?

O In the restoration of ancient Israel,
who acted as faithful chieftains and

who acted as "biq trees of righteous-
ness"?

O Why must Ezekiel's temple vision
find its main fulfillment during the last
days?

12 THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 1,1999

kiel” svrsron héxs a further fulflr]llment a frnﬂ
one |n Paradise. e Wi
rrfg hth earte mankrnd receive the full ben-

ts% God's tem earranriement Christ
will t en administer the value of his ran
som sacrifice, In com8anX with his heavenly

riesthood of 14 | obeihent human
b[[ects FChrist's rule will be lifted to per-
ec lon Reve ation 20:5, 6) However, Para-
dise cannot eth rimary time of fulfill-
ment for Ezekiel's vision. Why not?

The Vision Focuses on Our Own Day
zekrel saw a temple that needed to be

cIeanse f oatrg and sgrrrtual fornica-
tion, g %re % ureycould not
0 the worshi ofJe ovah in Paradise.

a
Fptﬁthermore ter?nests of tevrsro gro
ture the anornted rrestIX class while still
on earth nota%ert eir heavenl resurrec
tion o durrng e Millennium. Why? Note
that the prie ts are prctured as serving in
ternne court rtrc% S in previous is-
sues of hed atct towrter ave shown tha}
his courtyard pictures the unique spiritua
stan nwol h]rp stsunder Lres& tﬁe th ey
re still on the eart] serve also that
the vision stresse \ e |m rfection, of the
Prrests They are told too er sacrifices for
herrown sins, They are warned of the dan-
0er 0 becomrn nclean—spiritually and
morally. So th e do not othure the resur
rected anointed ones of om the apostle
PauI wrote The trumpet will soun and
te dead will be raised up Incorruptible
5 rinthians 15; 2 Ezekiel 44 21 2
§nests |nt evrsronmr w;\ r\r,\rl)ltt and

seveth eople directly. This
ent eﬁgrrestl class wr

In Para
In heaven. “The vision royides, therefore, a
fing picture of the way the anointed work

*See The Watchtower, July 1, 1996, page 16; De-
cember 1, 1972, page 718.
20. Why must the main fulfillment of the vi-
sron occur tXJ“ ay and not In ﬁaratlrseJ1



closely with the “great crowd” on earth to-

day.—Revelation 7:9; Ezekiel 42:14.

Thus Ezekiel's vision of the temple i)

tends the wholesome effects of a %pmtua
cleansing undergoing fulfillment today. But

what does that mean to you? This is not
merely some ahstract théological _Puzzle.

or- This vision has a great deal to do wi

h your
own daK-to-day worship of the only true éod,
Jehovah. Inour next article, we will see how.

“THE TEMPLE™ AND
“THE CHIEFTAIN™ TODAY

‘As regards the chieftain in their midst, when they come in, he should

come'in; and when they go out, he should go out.

OME, ancient rabhis were not entirel
Scomfort_ab?e with tﬁe book ot Ezekiel.

According to the Talmud, some of them
even considered excluding the book from the
canon of the Holy Scriptures. They had a par-
ticularly hard time with the temple vision
and Pronounced 1t beyond human compre-
hensjon. Other Bible sChalars have been ?f-
fled by Ezekiel’s vision of Jehovan’s temple.
What“about us?

2 Since the restoration of pure worship,

Jehovah has blessed his people with many
flashes of spirjtual insight, including the
discernment of what GOd’s spiritual “tem-
0 e WO Th ey irath Mo o
worship.* This key tru
to uﬂrock_ muchpof the mea_%mg of Eze%ev’s
tﬁmPIe vision. Let us consider'more closely
the ourcomg nenés oFt IS vision—the fem-
Ple, the priesthood, the chieftain, and the
and. What do these mean today?
At ﬁ(éeﬁ(}re book Revelation—Its Grand Climax

64, paragraph 22, published by the
Watchtower%a}%ele and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

1, 2. What key truth helps us to unlock much
of the meanE(n o{ Ezeklelps temp(fe vqs?on?

EZEKIEL 46:10.

_The Temple and You =~
_ 3Imaq|ne that we are on ﬁtour of this vi-
sionary temple. We approach and climp sev-
en steps to one of the huge gates, Insige this
entryway, we look up 11 awe. Its ceiling Is
over, 100 feet ahove Us! We are thus reming-
ed that standards for enterin JehoKahs
aran ement for worship arg [ofty. S afﬁ
of |? t from H e windows 1fluminate wa
carvings of palm trees, used |n the Scrlg-
tures. {0 Bmtureu rlghtness. gPsaIm 92:12:
Ezekiel 40:14,16, 22 his sacred place Is for
those who are morally and s\ﬁlrltuall up-
right. Inharmon}/wn that, we want o re-
main upright so that our warship is accept-
ablle Atlo Jehovah.EPs]gltrtr]] 117, "
ong each side of the passageway, there
a[e threg qua 3 chambersp W? they%uarﬂs
allow s insice the temple? Jehoval tells
Ezekiel that no foreigner'wno Is un?wcum-
cised In heart” may enter, ()Ezekle 40:10;
44:9) What does that mean? God accepts

3. Whﬂf do we learn from the lofty ceiling and
the wall carvings In the entryways to the“tem-

e?
Q. Who.are denied.entry to the temple, and what
does rt]h|s teach us? Y P
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as Worshipers onIy those who Iove his laws
and live by them."(Jeremian 4:4; Romans 2
29) He welcomes such ones, into hrs spiri-
tuaI tent, his house of worship. (Psalm 15;
Ever since pure warship was restored
in 919, Jehovahsearthlyo?anrzatron ha?
upheld and progressrvely clarified his mora
laws. Those Allful refuse fo opg
no Ionger we come Info association wi
people I Today,. the Bible-hased practice of
drse owshrPOprng unrePentant wrongdoers
has served 1Q kée ou worshrp cledn and
pure.—1 Corinthians 5
5The gass geewa opens onto the outer
courtyar %eope worsh rp and
Prars Jehovah. This re Inds us of the ap 05-
i Sl
r v 1ght In hi
E p Fgam frees P t/rre In b%th visions. In
ze lel’s vision th ey decorate the entryway
walls. In John’s vision the worshipers have
Palm branches in therr hands 5y boIrzrnP
heir | oy In pral rn% Jehovah and in we
qesus ast y ?(SReveatroH
15 Inthe context of Eze vision, t e12
tribes of Israel picture the other sh erio
John 10:16; compare Luke 22:28 re
you too one of those who find | Rod, in prarsrng
ehovah by proclaiming his Kingdom
6AS we tour the oute]r courtyard we see
the 30 d rnrng roms where the' people
take_of theil” voluntary offerrngs (Ez kreI
Today, those of the other shee do
not offer anrmal sa rrtrces but th er not
come emgy handed to th es Iritua tem
(Comparg Exo H 3:15,) The ap oste u
Wrote: Throu Jesus] let us aways %
fer to God a sdcrifice of praise, that Is, t

F @ What si % Htres are there bet een Eze
e vrsrona 0 nsvrsron recorded at Reve-
atio % ]h ?% n Ezekiel’s visjon, whq are pic-
Eldtrrer ayl) e 17 tribes worshiping'in the outer
6eV\éuaérwgos theaPrt(rjrpor? of th otlrnrn reo%mr%én
Rrs remrnd eof ﬂte otherszheg ge may
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fruit of lips which make public declaration
to his name. Moreover, do not forget the qo-
mg of good and the sharing of thiings with
others, for with such sacrifices God'is well
Pleased " (Hebrews 13:15, 16: Hosea L 22 It
s agreat privilege to offer Jehovah suich sac-
rifices.—Proverts 3.9, 27.

TEzekiel watches as an angel measures
this visiona emple (Ezekigl 032; Sim-
llarly, the aﬁoste ohn was told: et up
and measur tetemple sanctua ny of God
and the altar and tose wors Iping In Jt.”
Sﬁteve ation 11.1) Wh t does (J IS measurrn%

ean? In hoth casest IS evidently served a
ﬁguarantee a? ﬁnt a nothrng can stop Je-
ovah from fulfiling his purposes regarding
pure worshr Likewise today, we may be as-
sured tat othrng—not even frerce o[oposr
tion from powerf governments—ca stop
the restoratron of pure worsh |P

8As we walk across the outer courtyard,
We seﬁ that there are tgree 0ates Ieadrn%
rnto the |nner court ard; the Inner gate
line up with and ar tesame size as th
ou er ates zekre 40:6, 20, 23, 24, 21

|ests ay entert e'inner courtyard
T e rnner gates remind us that the aroint-
ed must méasure up to divine standards and
aws but the same standards and laws guide
ah true Christians. But what is the work of
the priests, wrt what meaning today?

0 ACFartthtuItPrrestttrr]ood s did
9In hristian times, the priests di
hard vdori at the temple. Saug terrn the
sacrrfrcdal antmal? offering them on th ea
far, an servrn% ellow pri sts and the peo-

e was a physically demanding job. But
Phey had oFt)hgr Important worl? JJelhovah
7ur0fwhat does the measuring of the temple as-
% (Mo enterth gates into the jn ergourtyard

b ot e g g o
sion, provrggd spup ? struction?



Theallotment of land as depicted
in Ezekiel's vision

commanded regarding the priests: “My
eople they should instruct in the differ-
nce hetwéen a holy thing and a profane
thing; and the differencé hetween what
Is unclean and what is clean they should
calﬁseztgem to know."—Ezekiel 44:23; Mal-
achi 2.7,

DDo you appreciate the hard work and
humble Service that the anpinted as a body
“a royal priesthood,” has done in behalf of
pure worship? (L Peter 2:9) Like the Levit-
cal priesthood of old, they have taken the
lead In ?lvmg spiritual instruction, help-
Ing people to Understand what is clean and
acceptable in God’s eyes and what is not.
El\/lathew 24:45) Sucft instryction, coming
hrough Bible-hased publications and Chris-
tian. meetings and conventions, has helped
millions to become reconciled to God.—2 Co-
rinthians 5:20.

1 However, the priests must do more than
teach others to be clean; they must be clean
themselves. Thus, Ezekiel foresaw a refining
ﬁrocess for the priesthood of Israel. (Ezé-
Kiel 44:10-16) Similarly, history shows that
in 1918, JehOvah sat “3s a refiner” in his
spiritual temple, examining the anointed
priestly class, (Malachi 3:1-5) Those deemed
spiritually clean or who reFented of for-
mer idolatry were allowed to continue in
the pnwleHe of service In his_spiritual
temple. Still, like everyone else, individual
aﬂomtedd onesI lcan(gecl?mle&nzc%eazr%—z% %tu
ally and morally. (Ezekiel 44:22, 25-27) The
ha\}//e nad t wgrk nard to remain * |thou}{
spot from the world."—James 1:27; compare
Mark 7:20-23.

11. al) How did Ezekiel’s visioH em hasi%e Lhe
IMpo arice 0 clfann ss on t of the

e part
2 M L e e

2 Each of us might ask, ‘Do | appreciate
the example set by the anqinted over their
many years of faithful service? Do | imitate
their faith?” It is good for those of the Preat
crowd to remember that they will not always
have the anointed with them here on earth,
Of the priests in Ezekiel’s vision, Jehovah
said: “No possession [of land] should you
people give them in Israel: | ani their posses-
sion.” (Ezekiel 44:28) Similarly, the angint-
ed have no everlasting place on earth. They
have a heavenly inhéritance, and those of
the great crowd view It as a privilege to sup-
Rort and encourage them while they are still

ere on earth.—Matthew 25:34-40; 1 Peter

12 _ngjy) should we appreciate the work of the
anointed"

i,i999 15
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BNThe Chreftarn—Who Its He?
ow an intri estion arises.
\Whom, then, doesgth ghr%%tam re resent7
Since he 1s spoken of hoth as an mdrvrdual
and as a group, we may assume that he reB
resents aclass of men, gEzekreI 443 458, 9)
Butwho Surely not the anointed. nthe V|-
sion eworkscoseIY with the priestnood,
but he 1s not one of them. Unlrkete rrest
Ig class, he 1 ﬂrven an Inheritance |n the
land_and thus Fias a future here on earth,
not |n heaven (Ezekrel 48: 219 Further, Eze-
s(ag/ As regards the chreftarn

mt e|r midst, w ent the nonPrrest
tribes] come In [to the te es uter court-
yard],"he shoula”come in; and when they %o
out, he should go out.” He does. not ent
the'inner court ard but worshrPs in the out-
er courtyar enter|n1g and exiting th etem
ewrt7 he gfeo hese factors decrdeét Oy
hace e c Sh|e eta namong the great crowd of

UClearly, the chieftain has some respon-
sibility among_ Gog's Reople In the outer
courtyard, he“sits in the porch of the East
Gate, (Ezekiel 44:2 3) Thrs would indicate a
8osrtron of oversrrTrht similar to that of the

|der men in srae who Satat t egate of the
crtg and rendered ju ment, (RU

roverps 22:22) Who a ong the othersheeR
ol o e
h lys |r|¥ Apctszo :28) So the chPJttarncass
S o being groomed with the_prospect of
ater serving 1n an admrnrstratrve capacity
In the new Wworld.

BWhat thougrh Is the re atr nshi toda%
between the andinted priestly c ass a d suc

13 14 Why must t e chi efta e .of the
otheg sh h JE) Whom 08s t e cnre tain ptrc

t]]? |ga?aHow doeg% Ezekiel's vision shed I|gt‘tt on

tionship [h een eIder who are g
rea\}v crow 3n e artornt ngEStg ass”
% ea ave anornte ken In
d’s earth y organization?

[ders t
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older mepwho, as art fthe reatcrow are
serving In osrt nso over |9V Ezekiel's
vrsronu stst at the gﬂers 0 are mem-
bers 0 t reat cro Ve a su g rtrve
ahdsu or |n fe role, w |Iet e anoint
the spiritual lead. How so? Remember, te
gr ests In the vrsronwere 9rvent e res?onsr
ity tornstructt ertteo(Pernsprrrtua mat-
ters hey were. also fold to act asgu es In
le aI cases Addrtror}allz the eV|te were as-
|| & oversight” In the tem-
P g ? Ezekiel 44%1 23, 4) Clearlz
hieftal gvast(o %mrtt e spirit
?ervrces n ership of the Prrests It
1S |tt|§ en, tha %rn modern times the
anointe hvetqa enthe lead | Rureworsh rt)
or exa the members o t e overnhg
Je ovahs]Wrtnesses ave eenc 0-
sen rom them. Such fahthfu anoint-
e e ers a

N rarnrngt edeve oprng
chieftain cass? eca €s,

re arl
ectrve me rsg this class ortﬁ]
theuy elegated t err
sureo hority mGo S new worl to come
BWhat kind of overseers are these pro-

ective members, who are in_line for en-
f%ged res}ionsrbrfrtres as the chieftain class?

ItSE?FrOX E(R/ |n reart nS (I)ar rr?%teoﬁfsa fs

tf"?r”sdtfﬂfeiﬁ?th ol e
me WlR ace 0? COﬂCGaP eR

romt €
raipstorm, I eams of water In a Wa-

terless countr ethesaowo a ﬁ
ag;ma e asteg and.” This.pro
ein as Chrr tian Ider
ed and other s ee —War to rotect
rom suc rarns orms asp rsecu-
n scouragemen

trona
me words rrnce "and “chieftain,”
which have srmrla meanings in Hebrew, are

é6 Accgrdrng to Isaiah 32:1, 2, how must all el-

L S e



not used as titles designed to exalt men.
Rather, they describethe responsibilit
these men Bear in caring for God's sheeg,
Jehovah sternly warns:
YOU 0 chieftains of [srael! Remove thé vio-
ence and the despoiling, and do justice and
righteousness themselves.” (EzeKiel 45:9) It
I"good for all eIders today to take stch
counsel to hear. (L Peter 52, ) The flock
m turn recognrzes that Jesus as rovr ed

sh eé) erds as ? Ifts in men. ﬁhesrans
rqualrfrca lons are set dow in God’s In-

spired Word. (L Timoth ?/ Titus 1
hrrstrans therefore follow the elders’ Iead
—Hebrews 13:7.

BIn Bible times some_chieftains had much
authority, others less. Today, elders of the
qreat crowd have widely varying responsibil-

Ities. Some serve in ong congrergatron others
Serve many congregations as traveling over-
seers; Others serve whole countries as Branch
Committee members: others directly assrst
various committees of the Governing Body
Inthe new world, Jesus will appoint prrnces
in all the earth” to take the lead amon
Jehovahs worshipers on earth. (Psalm 45;

3 No doubt he will select many of these
from among the faithful elders oftoday. Be-
cause these'men are proving themselves now,
he will chogse to entrust ‘many with even
greater privileges in the future when he re-
veals the role ‘of the chieftain class in the
new world.

The Land of God’s People Today

]9Ezekre|s vision aIso portrays the re-
stored land of Israel. What dogs this as-
Pect of the vision re |r ﬁnt? Other restora]
lon prophecies foretold that the land srae
would be a paradise like Eden. (Ezekiel 36:

18. What ar some responsibiljties of the
spectrve ct]re?tarn ca? oW, andI whatwrn rts

r§s5r}r€/ a Io,rt)}es”the ﬁan ?Ezekrels vision rep-

hat is enough of

34 35) Today, we enjé)yarestored ‘land,” and
it 00 s, rnasense denic nasrmrarvern
we ofl]ens eak of our spiritual para ISe.
Watcntower has defined our “land" as “the
realm of activity” of God’s chosen 8eople

Wherever a servant of Jehovah may be, he is
in that restored land as long as he is endeay-
oring to uphold true worship by walking in
Christ Jesus’ footsteps.—1 Peter 2:21.

D What about the portron of land called
“the holy contribution™ This was the peo
ple’s contribution for the. support of the
priesthood and the city. SrmrlarI%/ “all the
People of the land” were tq contribute a por-
jon of Iand for the chreftarn What dogs this
mean tod a)g Not, of coursg, that Gods geo-
ple shou d e burdened with a salaried Cler-
gy class. (2 Thessalopjans 38’) Rather, the
Upport grventothe elders is primarily spiri-
tual. It includes assisting in the work at hand
and showing a cooperative, submissive spir-
It Yet, a%m zekrﬁlsday 'this contribution
Is made “t0 Jehova
kiel 45:1, 7, 16.

* See The Watchtower; July 1, 1995, page 20.

0. What _principle might we learn from “the
ﬁ contribu |onp ein EgekrgYs versrron and how
gtwe appyt is principle?

Points to Review
O What does the temple in Ezekiel's
vision picture?
O Whom do the priests serving at the
temple picture?
O What is the chieftain class, and
what are some of its responsibilities?

O What is the land in Ezekiel's vision,
and in what sense is it allotted to the
12 tribes?

d

What does the city picture?
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H‘]IS no the chleftajln and fo picture th earihl% idmml tratjon that
rles ood Ve assi neP aces |nt benefits all who will make u ten?hteous
estored an Thed|V|d|n%, t eIand shows earthly society. It will operate in its fullness
that each ong of the 1 a secure  Inthe coming™new earth.” (2 Peter 3:13) T he
Inheritance. gEzekleI 4713, 22 23 Sp(f those  CIty’s ?ates on all sides, one for each rib e

of the great rowg| not only haveai ftce in well |Iustrate openness. Today, ?
the spiritual paradise t?dax but W|Iaso re- gleare not und ersomese rettv ande ttne
CeIve an assignment o dmmtstratton Responsinle ro ers are to

d when the
hertta laceIn the earthl realm of go be approachanle; the principles that
Kingd rﬁ y ntp pare Wwe inownpo a'lp he t%c gt at
|naI » What does the city. in the vision geo le from all tribes cu&tlvate the land that
represent t| no Teavenl ity, for |t lies orts the city reminds us that the other
|nt e m| sto ro ane” (nonsacred) lan pport, &ven in amaterlal way, the
Soitm st be somethin admmtstr Ive arrangements made f orGo a’s
wh ttsacn Doeshngt cot-  people worldwi zeklel 48:19, 30-34,
the | e of 605_16 C mlng toget er a What thou%h about the nver flowing

rou forming somethirig structured  from the temple sanctuary? What that rep-
an or anlzed7 Yes. Hence, the City appears resent%todagfand on Into the futnre will he

L What %ye e learn from the ividing o the the sunject of the third and final article In

ﬁ svm n? this serles.
%% gy héz\evlgelle%r\rlllsgon reﬁereéﬁ'}% 23, What will we consider in the following arti-
havmg gates on gtlgs cle?

JEHOVAH'S BLESSING
ON OUR “LAND”

“Everything will be alive where the torrent comes.  EZEKIEL 47:9.

ATER |? gmar ble fde All vahssgmntual frovmons for life.. (Jeremi-

W ysical lire een sonit, otone ah 2.1 hese prowsmns |n
?can Sur\g e Ont% |t out It. . clude the cleansing_ of his J)eope through

We also depend on it for cleansing, SinGEMat’s ransom sacrifice and the knowledge
b e R

n Ezekiel’s temple vision, the miracu-

ood in it. Doing so may save ourhves lods river that flowspfrom the temple sym-

2 The Bible Uses water to picture Jeno-  olizes such life-giving blessings. But when

) Ho mporiant  weter? What does  does that river flow, and what does it mean
t]he WSter ofWElze |De|s vttsliso\nvary rng t ptctureg for us today?
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A River Flows in a Restored Land

3As captives in Babylon, Ezekiel’s people
sorely needed Jehovah’s Erovrsrons How en-
couragrng then, for Ezekiel to see a trickle
ofwater émerge from the sanctuary and flow
out of the visionary temple! An angel mea-
sures the, stream at 1,000-cubit intervals.
Its depth increases from ankle- deeP to knee-
deep to_ hip-deep to a torrent that calls for
swrmmrng The river brings life and fertili-
ty. (Ezekiel 47:2-11) Ezekiel is told: “Alon?
side the torrent there will come up, anntI;
bank on this sice and on that side, all sorts of
trees for food.” (Ezekiel 47:12a) As the tor-
rent enters the Dead Sea—a lifeless body of
water—life springs up! Fish swarm. A fish-
ing industry thrives.

AThis beautiful proPheC}/ may have re-
minded the Jewish exiles of another proph-
ecy recorded more than two centuries earli-
er. “Out of the house of Jehovah there will
?o forth a sprrn% and it must nrrgate the
orrentvalley ofthe Acacia Trees.” (Joel 3:
18) Joel’s prop hec¥ like Ezekiel’s, foretells
that ariver would ow from Godl’s house, the
temple, and bring life to an arid region.

he Watchtower has Ionq held that
Joel’s prophecy is being fulfilled in our
time.# Surely, ‘then, the” same holds true
for Ezekiel's similar vision. In the restored
land of God’s people today, just as in an-
cient Israel, Jehovah's blessings have indeed
flowed forth,

*Thrs t rr nt valley may refer o the Valley of
ron w |c exten s southe st rom Jerusdlem
en ds at th gegt [ts lower cgurse In par-

trcular 1S vvaterless and dry year-roun

*Sep tt@% Watchtower i |ssues of May 1, 1881, and

June 1,

at did Ezekrel experience, as reported at
Ez%kre_|4721§ I’s proph di

ow s Joel’s ecy, regarding a.riv
Iscrrinnrtlartothat o?Ez Ffan%lw l|rsth?ssrgnie

A Mighty Flow of Blessings

6What is the Source of the blessings uRon
Gods restored people? Well, notice that
the water flows from Gods temple.” Like-
wise today, the blessings come from Jeho-
vah through his great spiritual temﬁl e—the
arrangement forpure Worshro Ezekiel’s vi-
sion adds an important _detail. In the inner
courtyard, the stream flows past the altar,
Just south of it, (Ezekiel 47:1) The altaris
In the very center of the vrsronar}/ tem I
Jehovah metrculoush( describes it to
kreI and orders that the bloo of a sacnfrce
esPrrn led upon It. (Ezekiel 43

at altar had great meaning for aII |srael-

ites. Their covenant with Jeliovah had heen
fl te ong before when Mose? nnkled
blood upon a aItara the fool< ounl
nal. (EXodus, 24:4 8gT e%prrn ling of blood
upon'the visionary altar should have remind-
ed them that oncé they returned to their re-
stored Iand ehovahs bIessrn%s would flow
ort as long_as they honored their covenant
with h euterdnomy

78|m|IarIg God’s people toda are blessed
through ovenant—a etter ng, the new
covenant, ‘Jer miah 31 31 -34) ]t too was lon
alglo validated y ood that of esus Christ
S ebrews 9 g d]g/ whether we are
mong the anornt d, w are partres to that
covenant, or are among the “other sheep,”
who are’ peneficiaries of 1f, we find great
meanrn |n thes oljc altar, 1t sym oIrz
es Godl swr Inc nnectronwrthCh ISts sac-
rrfrce ohn 10 16; Hebrews 10:10) Just as
the s bo IC a Itar |s in the very ceriter of the
Spiri ua tem e Ch rrstsransom sacrrfrce IS
oent{a toR v¥orsh|£ It |ste asgs for
the Torgiveness of our Sins and hence
our hopes for the future. (1 John 2:2 We
thus strive to live by the law associated with

ghoTuhé %%rlrenléérrn]o of Qlood Se n the ?nsrhnary altar

V% meanrng go Chrrstrans today ?rnd in the
symbolic altar?
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the new covenant, “the law of the Christ,”
(Galatians 6: 2} As long as we do that, we will
benefit from Jehovah’s provisions for life.
80ne such benefrt IS a Clean standrng be
fore Jehovah. In the vrsronaroy temioe the
Inner courtyard js missing something that
was quite prominent in the courtyard of
the tabernacle and in Solomon’s temple—a
?reat basin, later caIIed a seq, for the prrests

0 wash in. (Exodus 30:18-21: 2 Chronicles
4:2-6) What could the rrests in Ezekrels
visionary temple use for cleansing? W

that miraculous stream_flowing through the
inner courtyard! Yes, Jehovah would” bless
tsrtrgrr]rgi :rr\r(r}tht e means to enjoy aclean, or holy,
9Likewise today, the anqinted have been
blessed with a clean standrn% before Jeho-
vah. Jehovah views them as hol decIarrnd
them righteous. (Romans 5:1, 2% hat abou
reat crowd rctured b%/ e nonpriest-
ytrr es? They worship In the outer court-
yard, and the same stream runs through that
part of the visionary temple. How aﬁproprr
ate, then that the apostle John saw the great
crow wearrng cIeanwhrte robes as they wor-
shi rnt e courtyard of the spiritual témple!
E Ve atron7914)hNo matter how they have
een treated in this degraded world, they
may be assured that as long as they exercise
aith in Christ’s ransom sacrifice; Jehovah
vrews them as clean and pure. How do they
exercise faith? By foIIowrng in the footsteps
of Jesus, having Tull confidence in the ran-
som sacrifice.—1 Peter 2:21.
DAs aIready mentioned, there is another

8. }l\/ mrssrn the inner court-
Xar of the vrsron P ¥nW at means
ould rrrre ts in the vrs onary’ temple cleanse
themse Ves’

9 How can those] of the anointed and those of
the zreat crowd ave a clean standrn toda

1..What is one importan eat re o
¥ I(c water, ang hovﬁoest IS_re ate tot
tremendous expansion of the river?
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vrtaI feature of this stfmbolrc water—knowl-
In the restored Israel, Jehovah blessed

hrs peo le with_ Scriptural instruction by
means fthe priesthood. BEzekreI 44:23) I
acom ara ewar(] ehova blessed’ his
R PN a¥ Wit ampernstructron apout
h dorloP trut29t rlou tde 0 atrrest
00 eter nowledge abou
vah G 8 about hrg pUrposes for manf<
and esRecra h i out Jesus Chrrst and te
Messianic Kihgdom has flowed in an ever-
Increasing torrent during these [ast days.
How ?rand IS the deepening flood of spiri-
tual Tefreshment that we™are receiving!
—Daniel 12:4,

1Just as the river that the ang eI mea
sured grew progressively deejaer sot e flow
of life- rvrngbessrn s from Jehovah has in-
crease dramatrca Iy In order to accommo-
date, the rn lux of Peo{pe Into_our bessed
spiritual land, Ano restoration prolp
cy foretold: “The rtte one hrmse wil e
come athousand, and th esma oneamrq
nation. | myself, Jenovah, shall speed It up
in its own time.” (Isajah 60:22) These worts
have come true—millons have thronged to
join us in pure worship! Jehovah has”made
abundant “water” available to all who turn
to him. gReveIatron 22:17) He sees to it
that his earthly or?anrzatrr])n distriputes Bj-
bles an BrbIe literature all over the worlg,
In hundreds of Ianguages Similarly, Chris-
tian meetrn%s and conventions have been ar-
ran%ed worl wrde 5o that all can be s%pplred
with the crystal-clear waters of truth. How
do such provisions aftect people?

The Water Brings Life!
DThe river in Ezekiel’s vision brings life
and health, When Ezekiel learns of the'trees
that ould grow alongside the river, he is

Wi
are the trees rB Ezekrels vision
{uce afs Z What Is rerfre
s%r}tse these fruitfal trees durrng the last



told: “Their leafage will not wither, nor will
their fruitage beconsumed. . .. And their
fruitage must prove to he for food and their
leafage for healing.” Why do these trees
Produce In this amazing manner? “Because
he water for them—it is coming forth from
the very sanctuary.” (Ezekiel 47:12b) These
symbolic trees foreshadow all of God’s P_ro-
visions for restoring mankind to perfection
on the basis of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. On
earth at this time, the anointed remnant
takes the lead in providing spiritual nour-
ishment and healing. Afterthe 144,000 have
all received their heavenly reward, the ben-
efits stemmln%fro_m their priestly service as
corulers with Christ will extend into the fu-
ture, ultimately leading to the complete con-
%ezst4 of Adamic death.—Revelation 5:9, 10;

BThe visionary river runs into the lifeless
Dead Sea and heals all that it reaches. This
sea pictures a spiritually dead environment.
But life swarms “in every place to which the
double-size torrent comes.” (Ezekiel 47:9)
S|m|_IarI>{, In the last daYs, people have been
coming 1o life spiritually wherever the wa-
ter of life has penetrated. The first ones
s0 revitalized were the anointed remnan
In 1919. They si)_rang_ back to life spiritual-
ly from a deathlike, “inactive state. (Ezekiel

:1-14: Revelation 113, 7-12) Those vital
waters have since reached other spiritugl-
y dead ones, and these have come to lif
and formed an ever-increasing great crow
of other sheep, who love and serve Jehovah.
Soon, this provision will extend to the mul-
titudes of resurrected ones. N

USpirityal wtah(tjy results, in productivi-
ty. This s illustrated by the fishing industry

13, Wha; healing has been accomplished during
our time?

Sreteh ol 1 hars of e D2 <ea el T
trates what today?

—

O D

that flourishes on the shores of the sea that
Was ,f?rmerly dead, Jesus fold his followers:
“I will make you fishers af men.” (Matthew
4:_1%) Inthe last days, the fishing work began
with the gathering,of the remaining ones of
the anoirited, but’it has not stopped there.
The life-giving water from Jehovan’s spiri-
tual temple, mcludm? the blessmﬂ of accu-
rate knowledge, affects people of all nations.
Wherever that torrent has reached, spiritu-
al life has resulted.

B0f course, not all respond fayoraply now
to the message of life; nor will all ‘those
who are resufrected durmgnthe Millennjal
Reign of Christ do sp. (Isaidh 65:20; Revela-
tion” 21:8) The angel declares that Harts, of
the sea dre not héaled. These marsny, life-
less places are ‘given to salt.” (Ezekiel'47:11)
As t0 the people of our day, not all who are
offered Jehovah’s Ilfe-glvm water acceﬁt It
(Isaiah 6:10) At Armageddon, all of fhose
who have chosen fo remain in a spiritual-
y lifeless and sick condition will be_given
t0 salt, that is, destroyed forever, (Révela-
tion 19:11-21) However, those who have been
faithfully drinking these waters. can hope
to_survive and seé the final fulfillment of
this prophecy.

The River Flows in Paradise

_BLike other restoration prophecies, Eze-
kiel’s temple v_|f|on sees its final fulfillmept
during the Millenniym. Then the priestly
class Will no longer be here on the earth.
“They will be priests of God and of the
Christ,_and will rule as kings with him [in
D e et pricss il e s

; v 16Sts Wi -
ated W|tﬁ prr?s_t Pnya%minfsterm? the ?ull
benefits of Christ’s ransom sacrifice. Thus

15. What shows that not everyone will accept
qu’? prov?ﬁons forzﬂfe, and wr¥at |es ¥¥1e endcr%-
sylt Oﬁ suc (?r}]es? . . .

When and how will Ezekiel’s temple vision

16.
have Its final fulfillment?
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righteous mankind will be saved, restored to
pérfection!—John 3:17. o
TUlIn effect, the river seen by Ezekiel will
then_flow with the most potent water, of
life. This is the primary time of application
for the prophecy recorded at Revelation 22:
1 2: “He showed me a river of water of life,
Clear as crystal, flowing out from the throne
of God and of the Lamb down the middle
of its broad way. And on this side of the
river and on that side there were trees of
life producing twelve crops of fruit, yieldin
their fruits €ach month. And the leaves o
the trees were for the curing of the nations.”
BDuring the Millennium,_ all illngsses
—physical, mental, and emotional—will_be
healed. This is well pictured by “the curing
of the_nations” by means of the symbolic
trees, Thanks to thie provisions admifistered
by Christ and the 144,000, “nq resident will
say: ‘| am sick,”™ (isaiah 33:24) And the riv-
er will enter into its time of greatest ex-
pansion. It will have to broaden and deep-

17, 18 How is a life-giving river described
o g ? |

at'Rev 22:1, % and when is t anar
Hme 0 aPNp ||c tion, for that vision? (b) In Pard-
}se,w y Will the river of water of life See a time
of great’expansion?

How Would You Answer?

O What do the waters flowing from
the temple picture?

O What healing has Jehovah accom-
plished by means of the symbolic
river, and why has the river in-
creased in volume?

O What do the trees along the banks
of the river picture?

O What will the city picture during
the Millennial Reign, and why is the
name of the city appropriate?
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en In order to accommodate the millions,
perhaps billions, of resurrected humans who
will drink of these pure waters of life. The
visionary river healed the Dead Sea, brmP-
ing life’to wherever its waters flowed. In
Paradise, men and women will come to life
in the fullest sense, being healed of inherit-
ed Adamic death. If they exercise faith in
the ransom benefits extended to them. Rev-
elation 20:12 foretells that “scrolls” will be
opened in those days, providing additional
light of understanding from which the reg-
urrected ones will benefit. Sadly, some will
refuse to be healed, even in Paradise. These
rebels are the ones ‘given to the salt’ of ever-
asting destruction.—Revelation 20:15.
D " Also at that time, the appo_rtlor]m? of
the land in Ezekiel’s vision will find its fina
fulfillment. Ezekiel saw the land pr_o?_erly al-
otted; likewise, each faithful Christian”can
e sure that he will have a place, an inheri-
tance, in Paradise. Likely, the desire to have
one’s own house to live 1n and care for will
be fulfilled in an orderIX way. (Isaiah 65;21
1 Corinthians 14:33) The city that Ezekiel
saw fittingly pictures the adniinistrative ar-
rangement ‘that Jehovah purposes for the
new earth. The anointed priestly class will
no longer be, physically present among man-
Kind. The vision suggests as much by por-
traying the city in *profane” land at some
distance from the temple. (Ezekiel 48:15)
While the 144,000 rule with Christ in heav-
en, the King is not without representatives
on earth, His human subjects will benefit
?reatl from the Iovmg gmdance and direc-
lon of the chieftain class. However, the real
seat of government will be, not on earth,
but in héaven. Everyone on earth, including

l_?. éa), How will the allo tingrof the land be ful-
filled In Paradise? (bg What %atur.e In Paradise
0es the uﬁy pIctyre? 210 What is the signif-
}cance of the cjty’s location at some distance
rom the temple?




the chieftain class, will be_in subjection to  bless his structured “new earth” society of
the Messianic Kingdom.—Daniel Z:44; 7:14,  mankind on into an indefinitely lasting’ fu-
, ture.—2 Peter 3:13.
D _Note the final words of Ezekjel’s proph- 21 Do We not thr|II at the prospect ahead
ecy. “The name of the city from that day  of us |tt|ng I-Y then, each o Us Would do
onwill be Jehovah Himself Is There.” (Eze-  well to ask: “How do_| respond to the won-
kiel 48:35) This city will not exist to give ~ derful blessings unveiled in Ezek|eISV|5|on9
men Power or influence; nor will 1t be there Do | faithfully support the work being done
to enforce aj) Zhumﬁnsm It 15 Jehovah’s b%/ loving ovérseers, IﬂClUdIﬂ% those of the
city, ever reflecting his mind_and his loving, ~ anointedremnant and the DI pective mem-
reasonable ways. (James 3:17) This gives Uis  bers of the chieftain class? Have | made pure
heartwarming assurance that Jehovah will  warship the very center of my life? Do | take
full advantaPe of the waters of life flowmg
29lat21 E% Why i tuheestpoar@esggl}[‘de city appro- soabundantytodagf May each of us contin-
San ing sze?< ol Vision cause Us 10 ask or- U 10 (o 50 and delight i Jehovah’s provi-
Selves) sions throughout eternity!
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over 4(

YEARS UNDER
COMMUNIST BAN

AS TOLD BY MIKHAIL VASILEVICH SAVITSKII

The vvatchtowerofAPnI 1, 1956, reported
that “a great purge” o Jehovah's Witnesses
was carried out on April 1, 7, and 8 1951,
“These are dates unforgettable byJehovah S Witnesses in
Russia,” The Watchtower explained. “On these three dazs all of
Jehovah's witnesses that could be found inWestern Ukraine,
~ White Russia [Belarus], Bessarabia, Moldavia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia—more than seven thousand men and
women . .. were loaded in carts, carried to railroad stations
and there put in cattle cars and sent far away.”

N April 8,1951, m%wne mrnel ght- Bible Truth Reaches Us
mont h-ofd son, arents,’my  In Seﬁatember 1947, Whenlwas only 15,
\X/oun ger brother, and many other  two of Jehovah’s W|tnesses c3 Ie? af’ qur
|tnesses were takep from’ their homegane n the sma vil a%e of SaV|at|n
and aroun Terno[%ol Ukra|Fe AftertmngntS r]nles rom Tern EO " As M f
loaded into cattle cays fraveled for a IStening to the l\/Voung people
about two weeks, Finall theywereunload —one of whom wds name ana— new
fd In the Siperian tal a (subarctic wood-  this was notIJust another reli |g|0n Th eé
and) west of Lake Baikal, plained their fajth and answéred our Bibl
hy Was I not included in thls purge? Be-  questions in a clear manner.
orer at|n wherelwas at the time and 1 believed that the BlglewasGodsWord
W at ap(n ed to all of us afterwa{d let  but | was disappointed with tecur%
me te how | came to be one of Jeho-  Grandfather, used to say. “Priests ng -
vah's W |tnesses en people with talk of torment in hell

24 THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 1, 1999

Ire,



but the erests don't fear anything them-
selves. They {ust rob and deceive the poor.”
| remember the acts of violence and arson
against_Polish residents of our village at
the beginning of World War |1 Shockingly,
these gttacks were organized by the Greek
Catholic priest. Afterward | saw dozens of
the slauqhtered victims, and [ was anxious
to know the reasons for such cruelty.

As | studied the Bible with the Witness-
es, | began to understand. | learned basic
Bible truths, including the fact that there
is no burning hell and"that Satan the Dev-
Il uses false r_ellaglon to promote war and
bloodshed. Periodically, ' would pause dur-
|n? my personal study and offer a heart-
felt prayer of thanks to Jehovah for what |
was learning. | began to share these Bible
truths with my younger brother Stakh, and
| was very happy when he accepted them.

Practicing What | Learned

| recognized the need for personal chang-
es and immediately quit smoking. | also
understood the need for meeting regularl
with others for organized Bible study. To
do this | hiked thfough the woods about
six miles to reach a secret place where
meetings were held. At times only a few
womencould get to the meet n?, and even
though | was not yet haptized, Twas asked
to conduct it.  ~ _

Possessmq Bible literature was risky, and
being caught with it could result in a prison
senténce of up to 25 years. Still, | desired to
have my own library. One of our neighhors
had studied with Jéhovah’s Witnessés, but
because of fear, he quit and buried his it-
erature in his garden. How | thanked Jeho-
vah when the man dug up all his books and
magazines and agreed to let me have them!
| hid them in Father’s beghives, where oth-
ers would not be inclined to search.

The year | joined my family in Tulun

In July 1949,1dedicated my life to Jeho-
vah.and was baptized in symtol of my ded-
ication, It was the happiest day of m¥ life.
The Witness who conducted thé secret bap-
tism emphasized that it is not easy to be
a true Christian and that many trials lay
ahead. Soon | learned how trué his words
were! Still, my life as a baptized Witness
began joyfully. Two months after my bap-
tism, I"'married Maria, one of the two who
had introduced Mother and me to the truth.

My First Trial Came Suddenly

On April 16,1950, Lwas returning home
from the small town of Podgaitsi wlien sol-
diers suddenly confronted ‘me and found
some Bible literature that | was taking to
our study group, I was arrested, Duringthe
first few days of custody, | was beaten'Wwith
arod, and 'was not allowed to eat or sleep.
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Above: My father and my children
outside our house in Tulun, Siberia

Top right: Mydaughter Nadia and
her daughter, who both died in an
automobile accident

Right: A family portrait in 1968

| was also commanded to do a hundred dee
knee bends with my hands over my head,
which | was too exhausted to complete. Af-
ter this | was thrown into a cold, damp base-
ment for 24 hours.

The purpose of the mistreatment was to
lower my resistance and to make it easier
to get information from me. “Where did
YOU' get the literature, and who were you
akm? It t0?” they demanded. | refused to
revea athln?. Then a portion of the law b
which | would e tried was read to me. It
said that spreading and keegm anti-Soviet
literature was_punishable by execution or
25 X/\elars imprisonment.

“Which punishment would you prefer?”
the%/\‘a_sk d. _ o

“Neither,” | replied, “but r,nly trust is in
Jehovah, and with his help I'll" accept any-
thing that he allows,

Tomy surprise, after seven days they let
me go. That experience helped me appreci-
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ate the truthfulness of Jehovah’s promise:
“l will by no means leave you nor by any
means forsake rou. —Hebrews 13:5.

. By the time [ returned home, | was very
sick; but Father took me to a doctor, and
| soon recovered. Altho_u?_h Father did not
share the religious convictions of the rest of
the family, he'supported us in our worship.

Imprisonment and Exile

~Some months later | was drafted for ser-
vice in the Soviet army, | explained my
conscientious objection, Elsalah 2:4) Never-
theless, in February 1951, I was given a
four-year sentence and was sent to & prison
in Ternopol”. Later | was transferred to one
in LVviv, a larger city about 75 miles away.
While in prison there, | learned that many

Witnesses had been deported to Siberia.
In the summer of 1951, a group of us
were sent beyond Siberia, all the way to the
Far East. We traveled for a month—some



7,000 miles—crossing 11 time zones! Only
once, after more than two weeks on the
train, did we stop at a place where we were
allowed to take a bath. That was at a large
public bathhouse in Novosibirsk, Siberia.

There, in the midst of a great crowd of
prisoners, | heard a man say in a loud voice:
‘Who here is of the family of Jonadah?” The
term “Jonadab” was used at the time to
Identify those with the hoiJe of eternal life
on earth. ﬁz Kings 10:15-17; Psalm 37:11,
29) Several prisoners immediately identi-
fied themselves as Witnesses. With what
joy we greeted one another!

Spiritual Activity in Prison
While in Novosibirsk we agreed upon a
password by which we could”identify one
another when we reached our destination.
We all ended up in the same prison camp
on the Sea of Japan, not far from Vladivos-
tok. There we organized reqular meetings
for Bible study. Being with these mature,
older brothers who had been sentenced to
long prison_terms really strengthened me
spiritually. They took turns conductm? our
meetings, using Bible texts and related
points fhat they recalled from Watchtower
Mmagazines.
uestions were asked, and the brothers
gave answers. Many of us cut pieces of pa-
per from empty cement sacks and made
notes of the comments on them. We saved
the notes and bound them together to use
as our personal reference library. After a
couple of months, those with long sentences
were sent to camps to the far north of Si-
beria. Three of us younger brothers were
transferred to Nakhodka, a nearby th less
than 400 miles from Japan. | Spent two
years in prison there.
We sometimes obtained a copy of The

Watchtower. For months it served as spir-
itual food for us. In time, we also received
letters. The first one | received from my
family (now in exile) brought tears to_my
wes. It related that, as described in The

atchtower quoted in the introduction,
Witness homes had been invaded and fam-
ilies had been given just two hours to leave.

With My Family Again

| was released in December 1952, after
serving two years of my four-year sentence.
| joined my fam|IP/ in‘the small village of
Gadaley near Tufun, Siberia, where they
had been deported to. Of course, it was won-
derful to be with them aqam—my son Ivan
was nearly three years old, and my daugh-
ter Anna was almost two. My freedom, how-
ever, was relative. My pass_P_ort was, confis-
cated by the local authorities, and | was
Placed under close observation. | could not
ravel more than two miles from home. Lat-
er, | was allowed to ride on horseback to the
market in Tulun. Exercising caution, | met
with fellow Witnesses there.

By then, we had two girls, Anna and Na-
dia, and two boys, Ivan and Kolya. In 1958
we had another’son, Volodya. And later, in
1961, we had another daughter, Galia.

The KGB (former state security agency)
often detained and interrogated me. Their
Purpose was not only to get'me to reveal in-
ormation about the congrePatlon but also
to create the suspicion that [ was cooperat-
ing with them. So they would take me fo a
fing restaurant and try to ge_t pictures of me
smiling and having.a‘good time with them.
But | discerned their motive, and with con-
scious effort | keFt a constant frown on my
face, Each time | was detained, | told the
brothers exactlg what had occurred. Thus,
they never doubted my loyalty.
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Contact With the Camea_
Over the years, hundreds of Witnesses
were put in prison camps. During this time,
we kept regular contact with odr incarcer-
ated brothers, suppl7y|n literature to them.
How was this done? When brothers or sis-
ters were released from a camp, we learned
from them ways in which literature might
be brought in secretly despite the strict
controls. For about ten'years, we were able
to s_uppl}( our brothers in these camps with
copies of magazines and books that we ob-
tained through Poland and other countries.
Man?/ of our Christian sisters spent Ion%
hours tediously copying literature in suc
tiny script that @ whole magazine could
be “concealed in something as small as a
matchbox! In 1991, when we were no lon-
?er under ban and were receiving beauti-
ul four-color maqazmes, one of olr sisters
said: “Now we will be forgotten.” She was
wrong. Even thou?h humans may forget,
the work of such Toyal ones will never be
forgotten by Jehovali!—Hebrews 6:10.

Relocation and Tragedies

Late in 1967 my brother’s house in Ir-
kutsk was searched. Film and copies of Bi-
ble literature were found. He was convict-
ed and given a three-year prison sentence.
However, a search of‘our house turned up
nothing, Still, authorities were convinced
of our involvement, so m% family had, to
leave the area. We moved dbout 3,000 miles
west to the city of Nevinnomyssk in the
Caucasus. Theré we kept busy with infor-
mal witnessing. _

Tragedy struck on the first day of school
vacation in June 1969. While trying to re-
trieve a ball near a high-voltage electric
transformer, our 12-year-old son, Kolya, re-
ceived a severe electric shock. Over 70 per-
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cent of his body was burned. In the hospi-
tal, he turned to me and asked: “Will we be
able to go together again to the island?” (He
Was _speak@ of an island we used to enjoy
VISItI_n(f.) “Yes, Kolya,” | said, “we’ll go to
that island again. When Jesus Christ Tais-
es you to life, We_sureI%/ will ?o_to that is-
land.” Semiconscious, Ne kept singing one
of his favorite Kingdom songs, one that he
liked to play on his trumpet’in the congre-
gation orchestra. Three days later he died,
confident in the hope of the resurrection.

The foIIowm? year our 20-year-old son,
lvan, was drafted for military service,
When he refused to serve, he was arrested
and spent three years in prison. In 1971
| was drafted arid was again_threatened
with imprisonment for not Serving. My case
dragged on for months. In the meantime
my Wife became ill with_cancer and needed
much attention. For this reason they dis-
missed my case. Maria died in 1972, She had
been a faithful companion, loyal to Jehovah
to her death.

Our Family Spread Abroad

In 1973, married Nina. Her father had
thrown her out of his home in 1960 because
she had become a Witness. She was a zeal-
ous minister who had been among those sis-
ters who had worked hard copying maga-
zings for those in the camps. My children
came to love her too. _

The authorities became disturbed by our
activity in Nevinnomyssk and pressured us
to leave. So in 1975 miy wife, my daughters,
and | moved to the southern Caucasus re-
?mn in Georgia. At the same time, my sons
van and Volodyamoved to Dzhambul onthe
southern border of Kazakstan. _

In Georgia the activity of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses was just beginning. We witnessed



informally in and around Gagra and Su-
khumi on'the Black Sea Coast, and after a
year, ten new Witnesses were baptized in a
mountain river. Soon, the authorities in-
sisted that we leave the area, and we moved
to eastern Georgia. There we intensified
our efforts to find' sheeplike people, and Je-
hovah blessed us.

We met together in small groups, Lan-
Euage was a problem, since we did not

now Georgian and some Georgians,did not
speak Russianwell. At first, we studied only
with Russians. Soon, though, the preaching
and teachmg in the Georgian language pro-
ressed, and now there -are thousands of
ingdom proclaimers in Georgia.

In 1979, under KGB pressure my employ-
er said that | was no longer welcome in
his country. It was then that my daugh-
ter Nadia 'was involved in a car accident
in which both she and her youn d_aufqhter
were killed. My mother had'died Taithful to
Jehovah in Nevinnomyssk the year before,
leaving my father and my brather. So we
decided to"return there.

Blessings for Endurance

In Nevinngmyssk we continued to pro-
duce Bible literature underground. Once
durmg the mid-1980's when | was sum-
moned by the authorities, | told them that
| had dréamed | was hiding.our magazines.
They laughed. As I was leaving, one of them
said: “May. gou have no more dreams about
how you Ride yaur literature.” He conclud-
ed: “Soon the literature will be displayed
onyour shelves, and you will be going to the
meetings arm in arm with yodr wife and
with your Bible in hand.”

In 1989 we were saddened when my
daughter Anna died of an aneurysm in the
brain. She was only 38. That same year,

in August, the Witnesses in Nevinnomyssk
rented a train and traveled to Warsaw, Po-
land, to attend an international convention.
There were 60,366 present, mcluqu thou-
sands from the Soviet Union. We really did
think we were dreaming! Less than two
years later, on March 27, 1991,1was priv-
ileged to be one of the five Ionq-standmg
congregation elders in the Soviet Union to
sign the historic document in Moscow that
provided legal recognition for the religious
or?anlzatlon of Jehovah's Witnesses! =~

am delighted that my surviving chil-
dren are serving Jehovah faithfully. And
| am looking forward to God’s new world
when | can again see Anna, Nadia and her
daughter, as well as Kolya. When he is res-
urrected, | will keep my promise to take
him to that island that we enjoyed so much
to%ether many years aﬁo. o

n the meantime, what a joy it has been
to see the rapid growth of Bible truth in
this vast land! I am truly happy with my
lot in life, and I thank Jéhovah Tor letting
me hecome one of his Witnesses. | am con-
vinced of the truthfulness of Psalm 34:8:
“Taste and see that Jehovah is good, 0 %ou
People; happy is the able-bodied man that
akes refuge in him.”

In Our Next Issue

The Last Day of Jesus' Human Life

Pay Constant Attention
to Your Teaching

Do Not Be Overcome by Anxiety
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TheGreatest Man
Performs a Humble Service

tles would be precious. Before long, he

would be arrested, and his faith would be
tested as never before. Jesus was also aware that
great blessings lay ahead. Soon he would be ex-
alted to the right hand of God and be given "the
name that is above every other name, so that in
the name of Jesus every knee should bend of those
in heaven and those on earth and those under the
ground."— Philippians 2:9, 10.

Yet, neither anxiety over his impending death
nor eagerness for his promised reward distracted
Jesus from the needs of his apostles. He "loved
them to the end," John later recorded in his Gos-
pel. (John 13:1) And in these crucial last hours of
his life as a perfect human, Jesus taught his apos-
tles a vital lesson.

J ESUS knew that his final hours with his apos-

A Lesson in Humility

The apostles were with Jesus in an upper room
in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. Previously,
Jesus had heard them arguing about who was the
greatest among them. (Matthew 18:1; Mark 9:33,
34) He had discussed this matter with them and
had endeavored to correct their viewpoint. (Luke
9:46) Now, however, Jesus emphasized those les-
sons using a different approach. He chose not only
to talk to them about humility but to demonstrate it.

Jesus "got up from the evening meal and laid
aside his outer garments," John writes. "Taking a
towel, he girded himself. After that he put water
into a basin and started to wash the feet of the
disciples and to dry them off with the towel with
which he was girded."— John 13:4, 5.

In the warm climate of the ancient Middle East,
people usually wore open sandals as they walked
on dusty roads. Upon entering the home of a com-
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mon person, they would be greeted by a host, who
would provide vessels and water so that they could
wash their feet. In wealthier homes, a slave would
perform the task of foot washing.— Judges 19:21;
1 Samuel 25:40-42.

In the upper room, Jesus and his apostles were
not someone's guests. There was no host to pro-
vide vessels, and there were no slaves to do the
foot washing. When Jesus began washing their
feet, the apostles were put in an awkward situa-
tion. Here the One who was the greatest among
them performed the humblest task!

At first, Peter refused to let Jesus wash his feet.
But Jesus told him: "Unless | wash you, you have
no part with me." When Jesus finished washing
the feet of all the apostles, he said: "Do you know
what | have done to you? You address me, ‘Teach-
er,' and, 'Lord," and you speak rightly, for | am
such. Therefore, if I, although Lord and Teacher,
washed your feet, you also ought to wash the feet
of one another. For | set the pattern for you, that,
just as | did to you, you should do also."— John
13:6-15.

Jesus was not instituting a ritual of foot wash-
ing. Rather, he was helping his apostles adopt a
new frame of mind— one of humility and a will-
ingness to perform the lowliest of tasks in behalf of
their brothers. Evidently, they got the point. Con-
sider what happened years later when the ques-
tion of circumcision arose. Though "much disput-
ing" took place, those present maintained good
order and listened respectfully to one another's
views. Furthermore, it seems that the one who pre-
sided over that meeting was the disciple James
— not one of the apostles, as we might have ex-
pected, since they were present. This detail in the
account in Acts indicates that the apostles had



made considerable progress in manifesting humil-
ity.— Acts 15:6-29.

Lesson for Us

By washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus pro-
vided a powerful lesson in humility. Indeed, Chris-
tians should not think that they are so important
that others should always serve them, nor should
they aspire to positions of honor and prestige. In-
stead, they should follow the pattern set by Jesus,
who "came, not to be ministered to, but to minis-
ter and to give his soul a ransom in exchange for
many." (Matthew 20:28) Yes, followers of Jesus
should be willing to perform the humblest services
for one another.

For good reason Peter wrote: "Gird yourselves
with lowliness of mind toward one another, be-
cause God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives
undeserved kindness to the humble ones.” (1 Pe
ter 5:5) The Greek word for "gird" is derived
from the word meaning "a slave's apron," under
which a loose garment was girded up. Could Pe-
ter have been making reference to Jesus' act of
girding himself with a towel and washing the feet
of his apostles? This cannot be stated with certain-
ty. Nevertheless, Jesus' humble service made an
indelible impression on Peter's heart, as it should
upon the hearts of all who would be Christ's fol-
lowers.— Colossians 3:12-14.
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- (od’s Name Restored -

It A FTER the name Jehovah has been
/"om itted from Bibles for
many years and maybe cen-
turies, his modern-day
witnesses are the only
Christian religion to take
a stand and restore the
tetragrammaton.”*
The above words are
from the book Jeova |,
tro do Judaismoe do
Cristianismo (Jehovah in Ju-
daism and Christianity), by
Brazilian writer Assis Brasil. But
the question may be raised, Although
a few Bible translations use the divine
name in one form or another, why have
other religions omitted it from their Bi-
bles? “The name of God was removed,”
says Brasil, “either because of supersti-
tion ..., ulterior motives, or a desire to

* In the Hebrew language, God’s name is writ-
ten mn\ These four letters (read from right to
left) are commonly referred to as the Tetra-
grammaton.

exalt the names of Jesus and his mother,
Mary.”
However, as Mr. Brasil right-
ly points out: “The omission
of the [divine] name has
been completely correct-
ed in Portuguese by the
New World Translation of
the Holy Scriptures.” How
so? In that the name Je-
hovah has been restored
to its rightful place in that
Bible. The name Jehovah ap-
pears over 7,200 times in the New
World Translation.

Since its first release, well over six-
and-a-half million copies of this
modern, literal translation in Portu-
guese have been distributed. Thus, a
journalist writing in the Brazilian news-
paper Diario do Nordeste was prompted
to ask, “Did you know that God has a
name?” Thanks to this modern Bible
translation, millions can now answer,
“Yes. The divine name is Jehovah.”*



