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Are You
Thinking About
MARRIAGE?

If we compare the global
divorce phenomenon to an
earthquake, the United States
would be at the epicenter. In
a recent year, more than
one million marriages were
terminated there— an average
of two every minute. But you
may well be aware that the
United States is hardly alone in
its marital misery.

JACCORDING to ogne study, the divorce
rates in Canada, England and Wales,
France, Greece, and'the Netherlands

have more than doubled since 1970,

We have every reason to believe that most
couples enter wédlock because they love each
other and want to spend the rest of their
lives together. Sadl}/, however, the dream of
a happy marriage often proves to be Just that
—a dréam. Upon waking, up to reality, many
have said that they marfied too soon‘or mar-
ried the wrong person or both. ,

Why do somany marriages fail? “The main
reason is a lack of preparation,” says the au-
thor of a hook about courtship. She‘adds: “As
| deal with couP_Ies in the throes of marital
distress two feglings engulf me—compassion
and anqer, | feel ‘compassion because they
have not discovered thely dreams for a mutu-
ally satisfying relationship. 1 feel anger be-
cause of their ignorance regarding the com-

plexity of the task.

Indeed, many enter marriage with little or
no ide of how to make it succeed. Yet, this
Is hardly surprising. One educator observed:

How miany of ouryouth go throu?h c0llege
studying about the hehavior of rats and liz-
ards, but fail to learn about the behavior of
two people called hushand and wife?”"

Are you thinking about marriage—either
about a possible future marriage or about
that marriage you are in_now? If so, you
should e aware that a real-life relationship
IS far different from that depicted in movies,
on television shows, and in romance novels.
At the same time, the marriage of two ma-
ture people wha are truly in love may be con-
sidered a blessing from’ God. (Proverbs 18:
22: 19:14) How, thén, can you be sure that you
are prepared fo meet the demands of mar-
riage? What factors should you consider in
selecting a mate? Or if you are already mar-
ried, how can you increase the likelihpod of
finding lasting happiness in your marriage?

the watchtower— February 15,1999 3



What Is Needed for a
SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE?

Would you choose to dive into a river without first
learning to swim? Such a foolish act could be harmful
— even deadly. Think, though, of how many people
jump into marriage with little awareness of how to take

on the responsibilities involved.

build a tower does not first sit down
and calculate the exp ense to see If he

Was Paul being pe33|m|st|c9 Not at all! He
Was S|mpy ur%nng those consid ennq mar-
riage to bé realists. The euphoric feéling of

%enouq to comdo ete it?” gLuke 14 28being attracted to someone IS not an accu-
What_Is True of puilding a tower |s alsate gauge of what married Iife will be like

JESUS said: “Who of you Tthat wants to

true of building a marriage. T tgosew howant

oet married should carefuII count the

cos (? marnage to make sure they can meet
emands.

A Look at Marriage
Having a mate with whom t0 share life’s
jO s and”sorrows Is truly a blessing. Mar-
rage can fill a void caused b}? [oneliness or

esi)alr It can S&tl?}f?/ our Inborn Cf&VIﬂ%
or OVG companionsnip, and intimac
900 reason

God said after creating’ Adam:
|t IS not good for the man to ¢ n|nue by
himself. 1 am ?omg to make a nelper for
nim, as a complement of him.’ —Ge esis 2:
18: 24:67: 1 Corinthians 7:9.
Yes, belno iarned can solve some prob-
Iems uf 1t will introduce some new ones
g Because marriage Is the blen mrg
ﬁtwo |st|[1§:t ersona es that are
scom atiol har g/ldentlcal He ce,
ven well-matche coup s will_experience
occ?smnal confll%t The Christian ;iP stle
erotet af t ewomarrz ave

I%rr]gt esh’—or a

ﬁtlérlﬂgtgr?”ersn In and grief |n
ife."—1 Conntn)laans I 2§J
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In thé months and years following the wed-
dtno day. Each marriage has its own unique
challenges and problems. The question is not
whether they will arise but how to face them
when they do,

Problems give a hushand and wife opoor
tunity to show the genuineness of their love
for each other. To Tllustrate:. A cruise ship
may seem majestic as it S|ts idle, moored at

ier, Its trie seaworthiness, however, Is
pr ved at sea—perhaps even amid the crash-
Ing waves of a storm, S|m| larly, the strength
ofa marna e bond is not sol X deflned ur
Ing peacerul moments of romantic cajm. A
times, 11,15 proved under trialsome cncum
stances in which a couple weathers storms
of adversity.

To dg s0, a married couPIe needs commit-
ment, for God Purposgd hat a man Woug

“stick to his wife” and that the two Wo

“hecome one flesh.” IgGenesn 24) The 10ea
of commitment frightens many people to-
day. Yet, it Is only reasonable that two people
Who truly love each other will want to make
a solemi gromlse to stay together, Commit-
ment accords the marrfage” dignity. It pro-



vides a pasis for confidence that, come what
may, a hushand and wife will support each
other.* If you are not readly for such a com-
mitment, you are not re,aIP/ ready for mar-
riage. (Compare Ecclesiastes 5:4, 5.) Even
thase who are already married may need to
enhance their appreciation of how vital com-
mitment IS to an enduring marriage.

A Look at Yourself
No doubt you can list the qualities you
would want in a mate, It is much more dif-
ficult, however, to look at yourself to deter-
mine how you can coniribute to a marriage.
Self-scrutiny is vital, both before and after
taking the Vows of wedlock. For example,
ask yourself the following questions.
+ ‘Am | willing to make a lifelong com-
mitment to my nate?—Matthew 19:6.
In the days of the Bible prophet Malachi,
many hushands left their mates, perhaps to
m_arrY younger women. Jehovah said that
his altar was_covered with the tears of the
abandoned wives, and he condemned men
who thus “dealt treacherously” with their
mates.—Malachi 2:13-16. ,
+ I Iam thinking about getting

* The Bjhle allows only one ground far divorce wit
the, pQ,SSBIl)bI\?'[?/ OWreerrlag%, %ng ﬂ1atlvls ‘?W'nf‘
%ﬁg\?/n@sex elations outside the marriage.—Mat-

rlﬁd, am | p?st the youthful age
When sexua feelings run qmg
strong and can distort goo
JUdF ent?—1 Corinthians 7:36.
Tt is very risky to get mar-
ried too young,” says Nikki, who
was 22 when” she ‘married. She
cautions: “Your fe_elmqs, rglloals,
and tastes will continugto ¢ anqe
from the time you are in your late
teens until you are in your mid-
to-late 20°.” Of course, readiness
for marrlaﬁe cannot be measured
by age alone. Nevertheless. marrying when
ohe IS not past the eyouthful sta%_e When sex-
ual feelings are néw and espetially strong
can distort ope’s thinking and blirid one t
potential problems. _

« What traits do | have %hlat will, helg
me_contribute to a successful marriage’
—Galatians 5:22, 23. _

The apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians:

"The Best Description of Love
I've Ever Read"

"How do you know if you're really in
love?" writes Dr Kevin Leman. "There's an
ancient book that contains a description of
love. The book is nearly two thousand years
old, but it is still the best description of love
I've ever read."

Dr. Leman was referring to the Christian
apostle Paul's words found in the Bible at
1 Corinthians 13:4-8:

"Love is long-suffering and kind. Love is
not jealous, it does not brag, does not get
puffed up, does not behave indecently, does
not look for its own interests, does not be-
come provoked. It does not keep account
of the injury. It does not rejoice over un-
righteousness, but rejoices with the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never fails."
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Eventhose long married can
strengthen their marriage bonds

“Clothe_yourselves with the tender affec-
tions of compassion, kindness, lowliness of
mind, mildngss, and Ion(l;-_suffermg. " (Colgs-
sians 3:12) This counsel is appropriate for
those who are contemplating marriage as

well as for those who are alréady married.
Dol have the matu |tty needed to su
Po_rtamate through difficult times?—Ga-

atians 6:2,
_“When problems occur,” says one doctﬁr,
“the tendency Is to blame the mate. Who
IS to blame 15 not what is most important,
Rather, 1t is how both hushand and wife can
cooperate to improve the marital relation-
ship.” The words of wise King Solomon ap-
ply to married couples, “Two are better than
orie,” he wrote, “for if one of them should
fall, the other one can raise his partner up.
B%t how will it be with *ust the one who falls
when there is not another to raise him up?
—Ecclesiastes 4:9.10

o Am| generagg 'cheerfvl and g{)timis-

tic, or am”| predominantly gloomy and
negative?—Proverbs 15:15.

negative person views each day as had.
I\/Iarnage does not miraculously change this
attitudg! A single person—man or” wom-
an—who 1s largely “critical or pessimistic
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will 3|mpl_¥_ become a married person who is
{ust as critical or pessimistic. Such a nega-
Ive outlook can put a terrible strain o a
marriage.—Compare Proverhs 21.9,

* D0.| keep calm u ?erpressure, or do
| give in to uncontrolled expressions of
rage?—Galatians 5:19, 20.

hristians_are commanded to be “Slow
about wrath.” (James 1:19) Before marriage
and durmﬁ_ marriage, a man or a woman
should cultivate the ability to live by this
counsel: “Be wrathful, and yet do not sin; let
the sun not set with you in & provoked state.”
—Ephesians 4:26.

A Look at Your Prospective Partner

“The shrewd one considers his steps,”
states a Bible proverb. gProve_rbs 14:15) This
IS certamlgf true when _electmg amafriage
mate. Chgosing a marriage mate is one ‘of
the most important decisions a man or wom-
anwill ever make. Yet, it has been observed
Pthat many People spend.more time demdmg
which car 1o buy or which school to atten
than which person to marry.

In the Christian congregation, those who
are entrysted with responsibility are “test-
ed as to fitness first.” E _Timothy 3:10) If you
are thinking abou ge tm_(I; marfied, you will
want to be Sure of the “fitness” of tie other
person. Consider, for example, the follow-
Ing questions. Though they are presented
from t_he_standloomt of a woman, many of
the principles also apply to a man, And éven
those who are married"can beneficially con-
sicer these paints. _

« What kind of reputation does he
have?—Philippians 2:19-22. .
.. Proverbs 31:23 describes a husband wha is

known in the gates, when he sits down with
the older men of the land.” The older men of
the city sat at the city ﬁates to render #udg-
ment. So, evidently, he Rad a position o Ru
lic trust. The way a man is viewed by others



tells somethm_g about his reputation. If ap-
Bllcable, consider also the way he. Is viewed
y those under his authority. This may. in-
dicate how you, as his mate, will in time
S%m% to view him.—Compare 1 Samuel 25:3,

« What kind of morals does he have?
Godly wisdom is “first of all chaste.”
(James 3:17) Is your prospective mate more
Interested in his own sexuyal gratification
than In his and_ your standm? efore_ God?
Ifotaq;s ng taFI) usttt Iﬂgafr%rst hn%n e fohrtttoblalg/' : |%s/
W, N
tcﬁere_ f%]r [)elievalng that_he WWI 050 a?ter
marriage?—Genesis 39:7-12, _
] 2Iélow does he treat me?—Ephesians 5:

The Bible hook of Proverbs tells of a hus-
band who “has put trust” in his wife. More-
over, “he praises her.” (Proverbs 31:11, 28)

He is not obsessively jealous, nor is he un-
reasonable jn his expectations, James wrote
that the wisdom from above is “peaceable
reasonable, . ., full of mercy and 0ood
fruits,"—James 3:17. _
« How does he treat members ofhis own
family?—Exodus 20:12. _
Respect for parents is not just a r_e(iuwe-
ment for children. The Bible says: “Listen to
your father who caused. your hirth, and do
not despise your mother iust because she has
rown old.” (Proverhs 23.22) Interestingly,
W, Hu?h issildine wrote; “Many maf-
tal difficufties and incompatibilities might
be avoided—or at least foreseen—if the pro-
spective bride and ?room visited one an-
other’s homes casual K and observed the re-
lationship between the ‘intended” and his
Barents. he way he looks at his parents will
e the coloration through which he will see
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Emotions Can Be Deceptive

The Shulammite girl of Bible times was ev-
idently well aware of the deceptive pow-
er of romantic feelings. When being wooed
by powerful King Solomon, she told her girl
companions "not to awaken or arouse love
in me until it feels inclined." (Song of Solo-
mon 2:7) This wise young woman did not
want her friends to pressure her into being
ruled by her emotions. This is practical, too,
for those considering marriage today. Keep
a strong grip on your feelings. If you marry,
it should be because you are in love with a
person, not merely with the concept of be-
ing married.

his spause. One must ask: ‘Do | Want to be
treated as he treats his parents And the
way his parents treat him will be a good In-
dication of how he will treat himself and
how he will expect you to behave toward him
—after the honeymoon.”

sp cech?
The Brbl(e counsels “Let %II (alrcrous bit-
terness and anger and wrath an screamrng
and abusive speech be taken away from you.
Ephesians 4:31) Paul warned Timothy of
some Christians who would be “mentally dis-
eased over questronrnPs and debates gbout
words” and who would give Way to “envy,
strife, agusrve speeches Wicked “suspicions,
\érgleSnt isputes ahout trifles.”—1 Timothy

In addition, Paulwrotethat ne who qual-
ifies T rs?(?cral privileges In the con re a
flon shoy not a smrt(e ac%
to the orig |naI Greek “not dealin ows
lTrmothg tnote H annotb one
ho stri speop Ip ysrr:ﬁ yor brow eats
them verbally, A person who'Is prong to be
come violent |n amoment of anger 15 nota
suitable marriage partner.

8 THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1999

« What are his goals?

Some pursue riches.and reap the inevita-
ble consequences. (1 Timothy 6:9,10) Others
drift aimlessly throu?h life Wrth no goals to
reach. (Proverbs 6:6-11) A go (? y man, how-
ever, will show the same determination as
did Joshua, who said: “As for me and my
houzsghlo&_)ld we shall serve Jehovah."—JosH-
ua

Rewards and Responsibilities
Marriage is a divine institution. It was au-
thorized and established by Jehovah God.
(Genesis 2:22-24) He designed the marital
arran% ement in Order to form a permanent
etween a man and a woman so that
the might bemutuaIIY help fuIto each oth
hen Bible principles are apP led, & hus-
band and wife can exloect their Tot in [ife to
be a joyful one.—Ecclesiastes 9:7-9.
It must be realrzed though that we are
||vrng in “critical times hard to deal with.”
ible foretold that during this period of

Is hégiven to fits ofangerorabuanrﬁe people would pe “lovers of themselves,

lovers of money, self-assuming, haughty,..
disloyal, having no naturalaffection, not
oPen to an%/a reement betrayers, head-

[ 1q fedt up with pride.” (2 Timothy 3

hese trarts caN Tave potent impact

upon ong’s marriage. Thus, those who are
considering gettrng married should soberly
count the Cost. And those who are. now mar-
ried should contrnue t0 work at |mprovrng
their union b yearnrngBan applying diving
guidance found in the

Yes, those eontemﬂlatrng marriage will do
well to look beyond the wedding day. And all
should consider not only the dct of gettin
married but also the life of being married.
Look to Jehovah for guidance s0 that you
will think realistically rather than just’ro-
mantically. By doing’so You will be more
likely to enjoy a sucCessful marriage.



il

ED

“SONS ARE AN INHERITANCE FROMJEHOVAH,” WROTE THE PSALMIST.
“THE FRUITAGE OF THE BELLY ISA REWARD. LIKE ARROWS IN THE HAND OF
A MIGHTY MAN, SO ARE THE SONS OF YOUTH. HAPPY ISTHE ABLE-BODIED

MAN THAT HAS FILLED HIS QUIVERWITH THEM."—PSALM 127:3-5.

chrldren can be a blessing from
Y ehoyah, rustasan archerfrns
satrsfactron In'knowing how to direct

the arrows in his quiver, 50 parents find ha
orness when they direct their children alon?

ne path that ledds to everlasting life —Ma

Long arrro families having their ‘quivers
filledwith many children Were common
among G
therr ears of captivity in Egypt: “The sons
of Isr e b came urtfu andbegantoswarm
and they kept on multiplying “and growrn%
mrghtrer at avery extraordindry rate; sotha

God’s eo}ole Think__ for example of

the land got to be filled with them,” (Exodus
17)Aoom arrsonofthe number of Israelites
that entered Er%yptwrt the number that left
suggests that tamilies having ten children
were average in size!

Later, Jesus grew up in a family that
might seem large to many today. Jesus Wwas
the” firstborn, but Joseph and Mary had
four other sons and some daughters.”(Mat-
thew 13:54-56) That they had So many chil-
dren Irkely explains how Mary and Joseph
could begin a return journey from Jerusa-
lem without realizing ‘that Jesus was Miss-
Ing from their group.—Luke 2:
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Large Families Today
_Today, man¥ Christians decide to limit the
size of their families for spiritual, econom-
ic, social, and other reasons. Nevertheless,
Iar(%_e famAlles rg_malnt the norrgtg]t em% yt%oe-
cieties, Accordin  Of ]
Wor?_a’s Chl(id[e,ng 1897_, the region with
the hl]ghest fertility rate is sub-Saharan Af-
rica, There, the average woman gives birth
to six children.

For Christian parents
of large families brmg-
ing UE their children $o
that they love Jehovah Is
not easy, but many are
successfully doing so.
Success depends on the
family’s being_united in
Bure,worsm . The apostle

aul’s words to the con-
gregation In Corinth ap-
EIK with equal force to )

ristian families today. He wrote: “Now| ex-
hort you, brothers, . .". that you should all
speak In agreement, and that there should
not be divisions among you, buf that you may
be flt|¥ united in thesame mind and in the
same line of thou_?ht.” (1 Corinthians 1.10)
How may such unity be achieved?

Parents Must Be Spiritual People

A key factor is that parents must be fully
devoted to God. Consider what Moses said to
the Israelites; “Listen, 0 lIsrael: Jehovah our
God is one Jehovah. And you must love Jeho-
vah your God with all ¥o rheart and all your
soul"and all your vital Torce. And these words
that I am commanding you today must prove
to be onyour heart; and you must inculcate
them inyour son and speak of them when ¥ou
sit In yaur house and when you walk on the
road and when you lie down and when you get
up.”—Deuteronomy 6:4-7.

Notice that MoSes pointed out that the
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commandments of God needed to be ‘on the
hearts’ of the P_arents. Only then would the
Paren_ts be inclined to impart regular spiri-
ual instruction to their childrén. In tact,
when parents are S |r|tuaII%/_ stron?, the
are eager to instruct ther children Tn spir-
itual matters.

To hecome a spiritual person and to love
Jehovah with all one’s heart, it is vital to
read, meditate on, and app%dod’s Word re?-

tﬂarl;{h epsaLm(sth/yrﬁte
af the one who dei
In the law of Jenovah gana
who reads in it “da;r_ and
night”will *becomeTike 3
trée planted by streams of
water, that gives Its own
fruit in its sgason and the
foliage of which does not
wither, and everything
he_does will succeed.
—Psalm 12,3

Just as a tree bears good fruit jif it is
consistently watered, o, too, spiritual-
ly nourished famjlies bear ?odly fruitage,
to Jehovah’s praise. T)rplca (IS the fami-
ly of Uwadiegwu, who Tives in West Afri-
ca. Thou_?h wadiegwu and his wife have
eight chifdren, both serve as reqular pio-
neers, or full-time ministers of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. He says: “Our family has main-
tained a reqular family Bible study for over
20 years. We have taught the children God’s
Word from when the}/ were infants, not only
during our family study but in the minis-
try and at other fimes. All our children are
proclaimers of the Kingdom good news, and
only the youngest, wha'ls six years old, is not
yet baptized.

 Working as a Team
“By wisdom a household will be built up,”
says the Bible. (Proverbs 24:3) Within the
family, such wisdom produces teamwork.



The “captain” of the famrly team |s the fa-
ther he IS the G oifte ea of the
ouse hold. (]l Corrnthr s 11.3) The Inspired
a ostle Pau stres%ed Ahe serl usnﬁss of the
responsibility of headship when he wrote:
If anyong, doe? not Provrde both material-
Iyands |r|tua ]fo those who are his own,
and esrr])ecra o those who are members
of hrs ousehol he has disowned the faith
and 1 worse than a person without faith.’
1T|mothy58

In harmony with tBrs ounse& from God
Word Chris tan f%ut% ands nee | ]to care for

uality o errw s WIVES, are
hurdﬁdp d downwith house d chores, their
sprrrtua |ty will suffer I one African land,
a new baptized Christian complamed 1o
the el ers |n hrs congregation that his wife
seeme apathetic abou spiritual matters

The eldfrs SUg ested that his wrfe nee}de
Rractrca help.”So the hushand b egant r1p
er wrth household chores. He ‘also spe A
trme el prng ner {0 Improve her reading an
her knowledge of the Bible. She responded
well, and now the entire family is united in
God’s service.

Fathers also need to concern themselves
with the spirituglity of their children. Paul
wrote: “You, fathefs, do not be urrtatrng
uourehrldren but go on brrngrn? them up |
he discipling and mental re% atrnq
hovah.” Elohesrans ?Whe Hparen S hee
the admonltion not to ifritate their chrldren
as well as the direction to train t em the
children feel that they are part, of a family
team. Asa result, chifdren are likely to heIp
anéfl er(t)gosurage one another to achreve spirl-
I

Tegmwork involves |vrn children p|r|
tuaI res onfrbrlrtresw ent re rea
th em a(ther a Ch rrstr derwr
children, wakes up early int emornrng an
? dHot? studres with “several of them be
ore egves or work. The ol er 0nes, a
ter their baptism, take turns helping their

younger brothers and sisters, whrch |nc|udes
Sharing In teaching them the Bible. The fa-

ther stpervises, commending their efforts.

Six of the children are baptized, and the oth-

ers continug to work toward that goal.

Good Communication, Shared Goals
Vital fo united families_ is Iovrn[q com-
munication and shared spiritual goals Gor
don,.a Christian elder who lives in N
ria, is the father of seven chrldren ran%mg
from 11 to 27 years of a? Six of t
are proneers liké the parens. The youngest,
recent g/ Etrzed re uIarIy sharés in’ the
disciple-makin work with"the rest of the
famrI The two adult sons are ministerial
servants in the congregation.

Gordon personally conducted Bible stud-
les with_each of his children, Besides that
the family has a comprehensive program of
Bible education. Every morning they gather
to consider a Bible text and then prépare for
the congrregatron meetings.

One of the goals set for each family mem-
ber is to read all articles in the Wat tower

and Awake! magazrnes Recently, th Xadd
ed daily Bible réading to their routr e
talking about what they read, family mem
bers encourage one andther to continue the

The weekI%/ famil Brble study is 50 well
established that ndbody needs’a remind-
er—everyone looks forward to it, Qver the
years, thie content, structure, and duration
of the family study have varied with the
it L ) e
W ithful serv
God, and this has had a beneficial ef?eet on
the children.

As a family, they do things together and
set aside tine for Tecreatioh. Orice a week
they enjoy a “family evening,” which fea-
furés quizzes, tasteful jokes, piano play-
ing, storytelling, and general Telaxation,
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Occasmnally, the [y 0o to the heach and other
places of Interes

Relym on Jehovah
None of the above \mlzes the difficul-
)h? rearing large {es tIt 1S ht hq
challenge o be a good father to eigntchi
dren;’ sqatd one C hglsttan “It re ungs abup-
ant matenal and spiritual food to sustain
them: mustw rkh [ toe nenodpgr mon-

to sup ort t er chi are
t elrt]ens andeﬁ e| ht atten i
nowt at | dttua tramn 1S V|ta et
s%mgo m CI are stubporn IS-
lent. e sa den me, utI

sometlme(f do t mgs to sadden Jehova s
neart, an heforglv S me. ﬁolmust [Peﬁtl
contlnth to correct my children until t
co[[tlet otelrsensJes h . h :
ry to follow Jehovah's example in tha
he IS # t|entW|th usq)ecause?t H]esnes | t0
a to re entance stu y with my aml-
and som {nym dren’are workin to
ard the goal of baptism. 1 do not r%
my own stren |h to ach|eve results; ypow
er can accom |'try to draw ever

closer to Jehovah in prayer and {0 appIY the
rove[]bthat Says; Trus In Jehovah'with all
our heart and do r“) ean upon your own
n erstan |n In all your wa sta e notice
and sel v¥]|l m our path

| it eova o accom-
h e tralnlng of my ¢ |Idren —Prov-

ers

~ Never leeU '

Sometimes the t a|n|n h| dren ma
seem to e a thank es ta ono ev
9'Velﬂ° Kee at it T your' ren onot
d oshwe too ap C|ate oure

orPs o h a/ aly ater. ft fakes
%%“CMhﬂhdfhﬂﬁ
tians 25 e23 g p

onica, who lives in Kenya, is ong of tep
children. She says: “My parents taught us Bi-

12 The WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1999

ble truth, from our infancy. Dad would study
the Chnsnan 0pubhcah ns with us ever
Wweek. ecause fhis work, the study was not
always on the sam? ay. 'Sometimes, as he
was coming home fromy work, he would see
us. playing “outside flnd tell Us that in five
minutés we were all to_come Inside for our
Bible stuay. After our Bjble study, we were
errtgo%rt%%ed to ask questions or ISCUSS any

“He made sure that we associated with
oo{-I crh] dren. Dag regu ar? visited th
choolto ask tlit]e teacher aboutouhcon uc(]
On one visit he heard that my three o
tdﬂmmddﬁwwd”m

W | ud
IShed them for misbehaving, but he a?so Ft)ook
time to explalgfrom the Scngtures why they
needed to conduct themselves in a godly way,

“Our rParents showed us the henefits of
attend| meetmg\N y prePann meet-

Ing parts with us."We were trained to_be-
com ministers b¥ havin gractlce sesglons
at home. From infancy we accompanied our
parents in field service,

“Today, two olderbrott‘ers are special p|o
neers 0 e3|ster IS arequ ar |one [ an an-
other sister, who Is married an has a fam-
lly, 15 a zealous Wltness M two younger
snters 18 arh 3/ears old are thbed
P ISh ers T e fw eyunger boys are
ng trained. | have béen serving at the Ke-
n abranch oﬁtce ofJehovah s Witnesses for

three years. | love and a rematem rp
ents hec ausetheY ares uaI people; they
set a fine example To

No matter how many chltdren Xou ha e
ng\tlt?rtogle/eeru st”r]t ef%mgs ehova ? es

verlasti v

our efforts v(t H echo the worgs o h
RIOSte John aboot his splntual children:

ogreatercause orthankfo}ness 0l have
thant tgte Sr?t thh ? renha(tJ on V\(I)g|||((jln elnet%tre
I, ANAL Iy fhitgren g ’



CHRIST'S RANSOM
"GOD’S WAY OF SALVATION

- Godloved the world so much that hegave his only-begotten Son,
In order that everyone exercrsrn%farth in him might not he destroyed hut
have everlasting ~ "—JOHN 316,

MAGINE that you suffer from a disease sin, hence, all humans die. As descendants
that erlsureI)(_charmyourlrfeunless ¥ou of Adam, we were born into this predica-
have surgery. How would you feel if the  ment, (Psalm 51.5) “Through one man,” Paul
price of t e operatron Was far beyond what wrote, “sin entered jnto the world and death
you coulg afford? What if even the combined through sin, and thus death spread to all
resources 0 Tyourfamr yand friends couldpot — men because. they had all sinned.” (Romans
Pa y for 1t? To pe confronted with suchalrfe 5:12) But this does, nof mean that we are
hreaten#]n ?lrlemmawouldbefrustr]atrnrg ! without hope for salvation.
2 This illustrates a situation that has de- Eliminating Sin and Death

tlrerls(tpggrve’nttg g Séfjnt%h'&e Et’emh‘etgc%r%{f 4 What would 1t take to eliminate sin and

ed perfect. (Deuteronomy 32:4) They had its consequence, death? Clearly, something
the prospect of living forever ‘and of ful-  more than any hurnan can provide. The
filling God's purpose: “Be fruitful and be-  psalmist lamerited: “The payment for a hu-
come"many and fill the earth and subdue ~ Man ife is too great, What he could E)ay
it.” iGeneSls 1281 However, Adam and Eve  would neverbe enough to keep him from the
rebetled against their Creator. (Genesis 3 8rave to let him | %e forever,” (Psalm 49

1-6) Their disobedience brought sin notonly 9, Today’s Englis Versron)f ranted We
upon Adam and Eve themselves but also  May be dble to exten our life Tor a few years
upon their unborn offspring. The faithful by means of a healthful diet and medical
man Job later said: “Who car produce some- ~ care, yet none of us can cure our inherited
one clean out of someone uncP ean? There 1s  SINful condition. None of us can reverse the
not one.”—Job 14:4. crippling effects of the aging process and re

3 Sin is thus like a disease_that has in-store our body to the per ectron that God
ecteq ﬁ?Ch one of us, for the Bible states rrﬁrnal erntende for It. Paul was cert%n
[ e e, ot T LI P B U B
v:/ae esrser%e”;”sg.gonég(h‘e”cﬁ%mgnge 23 6 suB ected to futility"—or as TheJerusaYV
23) Noneo scan get around it. All humans e renders it, “Was made unable to attain

its purpose.” (Romans 8:20) Happily, though,

1, 2, Describe th&gredrcament that has devel-

oped concerning the human race. Why can humans not on their own eliminate
3. How has death spread to all men? srckness and death?

_O
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the Creator has not abandoned us. He has
made provision to remove sin and death once
and for all. How? _
. 5Jehovah is “a lover of righteousness and
hustlce.” (Psalm 33:5) The” Law code that
e gave to |srael reflects g keen regard for
balance and impartial justice. For example,
within this body of laws, we read that Tife
should be given'for lite.” In other words, It
an Israelite’ murdered someone, his own lite
would have to be forfeited in place of the one
that he had taken. (Exodus 21:23; Numbers
35:217 Thus the scales of divine justice would
be balanced. —Compare Exodus 21:30.
6When Adam sinned, he became a murder-
er. In what sense? In that he would pass on
his sinful condition—and hence death—to
all his descendants. It is because of Adam’s
disobedience that at this very moment, our
bodies are detenoratm%, steadlily moving to-
ward the grave. (PsalmY0:10) Adam’s sir"has
an even more serious implication. Remem-
ber, what Adam lost for himself and his off-
sBrmg was not an ordinary life of some 70 or
80 years, He lost _?erfect |ife—really, ever-
lasting life. So if ‘life should go for life," what
type of life would have to begiven to satisfy
{ustlce in this case? Logigcally, it would have
0 be a perfect human life—a life that, like
Adam’s, had the potential of producing_per-
fect human offspring. If offered as a sacrifice,
a perfect human |ife would not only balance
the scales of justice but also make possible
the complete elimination of sin andits con-
sequence, death.

Covering the Cost of Sin.~
1The price required to redeem us from sin

5. How fdid_the_Law given to Israel reflect a keen
regard for justice?

6.7(a) In t sense could Adam be called a
mlg(}v%%r?k@dvﬁast E¥ﬁ|ece0fw@%l It(Jief\n(lleae :] St%

n
ga ance the scales o ustmfe? . )
1. Describe the meaning of the word “ransom.

14 TI-EWATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 15,1999

I referred to in the Bible as “a ransom.”
(Psalm 49:7) In En?hsh that term can refer
to the payment that'a kidnapper demands in
exchangé for someone he has abducted. Of
course, the ransom that Jehovah has pro-
vided does not involve any kidnapping. The
thought of paying a price remains the same,
In fact, the verb™form of the Hebrew word
translated “ransom” literally means “to cov-
er.” To atone for sin, the ransom must pre-
cisely fit that which it is supposed to cover
—Adam’s perfect human life. o
8This is in harmony with a principle
found In the Mosaic Law—the principle of
repurchase. If an Israelite fell ‘into pover-
ty and sold himself into slavery to a non-
ISraelite, a relative could_repHrchase o,
ransom) him b;i pa mg a ﬁncet at was con-
sideredof equal value to the slave. (Leviticus
25:47-49) The Bible says that as imperfect
humans Wwe are “slaves to sin.” (Romans 6:6;
1:14, 25) What would it take to repurchase
us? As We have seen, the loss of a perfect
human life would require the payment of
apelrfect human life—nothing more, noth-
ing less.
%Of course, we humans are horn imper-
fect. Not one of us is equal to Adam; not one
of us can pay the ransom price that {us_tm_e
demands, AS mentioned at the outset, it i
as If we have a life-threatening disease and
cannot afford to pay for the surgery that can
cure It. In such a situation, would we not be
grateful If someone inferceded for us and
covered the cost? This is a{)remsel what Je-
hovah nas done! He has mage provision tq re-
deem us_from sin, once and for all time. Yes,
he s willing fo %lve to us that which_we
could never-afford on our own. How? “The
gift God gives,” Paul wrote, “is everlasting

.. (a) Describe the. princi f h
fb) @ow ; ocersI bt £ p?in%{pl)‘i]emg#ere%urg?\%ger Cre gge

0°US as sinners? N _
9. How has Jehovah made provision to cover sin?



life by Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Ro-

mans 6:23) John described Jesus

as “the Lamb of God that takes

away the sin of the world.” (John

Let us see how Jehovah used

Brscgeloved Son to pay the ransom
|

“A Corres ondrng Ransom”
“Right after the rebellion in
Eden, Jehovah announced his pur-
Eose 0 produce a “seed,” or off-
pring, Who would_ransom man-
kind“from sin. (Genesis 3:15
Throu&rh a series of divine revela-
tions, Jehovah identified the fam|-
y line that would produce this
seed. In trme these revelatrons fo-
cused on ose ap/ an en-
rI]age couple wrng in aestrne
n-a dream, Josepht was to that
Mary was pregnan spir
|t 1yean% sgard he wr¥ pwe

birth toason and you must ca
his name Jesus, for he wil save hrs people
from their sins."—Matthew 1:

1L Thiswas by no means an ordrnary preg-

nancy, for Jesus fiad had a prehuman exis-
tencé in heaven, (Proverbs 8:22-31; Colos-
sians 115) His Irfe had been transferred by

Jehova 'S mrracu 0us spower to the womb of

ary, ma rng It pos ble for this pel oved
ono God \o e born as a human. (John 1
1-3, 14 Phi wgrans 2.6, 7) Jehovah 9urded
matters so that Jesus was not tainted by
Adam’ssin. Onthe contrary, Jesus was borf
prfect, Thu, he pussesed gt At b
S U Ife. Fi U
who_cgu Id %over the co(st of gin! %rnd that IS
precisely what Jesus did on Nisan 14,33 CE.

10, How drdja Bnecre& |\}fgardrnga ‘seed” come

t%o 0%Cysl-t)ow 853 f]ehovah ar¥a ef%rhrs Son to
B nasa ct human? (]9 ywas Jesus
le to provi e acorrespondrng ransom’?

Only a perfect human
— the equivalent of
Adam— could balance
the scales of justice

Onthat historic day, Je-
sus aIIowed hrms If
be put to death
OrP osers thereh rovr
a corresp ndrng ransom.”—1 Timo-

The Value of Perfect Human Life

P There IS a drtference between the death
Je r%t at of Adam— ah difference
3t ts the value of the ranf n]
am’s ea was deserved, for he willf
disobeyed his Creator. (Genesis 2:16, 17)

2. é Iﬁes ripe the ¢ u ial dfffer nce tween
h gat Jesus an at of Adan,

as Jesus become the “Eternal Father”t obedr
ent humans?

= J>'5—"9,.,
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In contrast, Jesus’ death was wholly un-
deserved, for *he committed nosin.” (1 Peter
2:72) So when Jesus died, he had somethrng
of enormous value that the sinner Adam di
not possess at his death—the rrqht to per-
fect human life. Thus, Jesus’ death had sac-
rificial value. Upon ascending to heaven as a
spirit. person, he presented the vaIue of his
sacrifice to Jehovah. (Hebrews 9:24) By do-
ing s0, Jesus purchased sinful mankind and
became their new Father, a replacement for
Adam. (1 Corinthiang 15:45)
With qood reason Jesus 13
caIIed he “Eternal Father.

|saiah 96) Think of what
this means! Adam, a sinful
father, spread death to all his
descendants. Jesus, a perfect
Father, uses the value of his
sacrifice 10 hestow eternal
life upon obedient humans.

B How, though, could the
death of just one man Cov-
er the sins of many? (Mat-
thew 20:28) In an article Some
years ago, we |IIustrated the
ransom this way; “Imagine a
large factory with hunidreds
of employees. A dishonest
factory. manager bankru ts
the business; the factory ¢
es its doors. Hundreds are
now out of work and unable
to pay their bills, Their mar-
riage” mates, children, and,
yes, creditors all suffer be-
cause of that one man’s cor-
ruption! Then along comes a
wealthy benefactor'who pays

13. [lustrate .how Je
ca ce(lae) |1e de t mcurre %cy
Adam, g es Jesus’ sa

r ifice 'n covrtesrn of our
Irst parents?

Since Jesus had the right to
perfect human life, his death
had sacrificial value

offthe company’s debt and reopens the facto-

The cancellation of that one debt, in turn,
brings full relief to the many employees,
their families, and the creditors. But does the
original manager get to share |n the new
prasperity? No, he is In Prrson and thus per-
manently out of his job! Similarly, the can-
cellation of Adam’s one debt brin s benefits
to millions of his descendants—but not to
Adam.”

WThis is fair. Remember, Adam and Eve
were willful sinners. The
chose to disobey God. In con-
trast, we are ‘born in sin.
We have no choice. No mat-
ter howhard we try, we can-
not completel avord sinning.
1 John 1:8) At times we may
feel like Paul, who wrote:
‘When | wish to do what 1S
rrght what IS a |s resent
wrt me. | real X ght In
the law of God ccor rng t0
the man | am within, but |
behold in my members an-
other law warrrn a arnst
teawofm mind an
Ing me_ capfive to srns aw
that Is in mY members Mis-
erable man that | am!"—Ro-
mans 7:21-24.

B  Yet because of the ran-
som, we have hopel Jesus is
the seed by means of whom,
as God promised, “all nations

the ‘earth will ‘certainly
bIess themselves Genesis
* Romans 8:20) Jesus’
sacrifice opens the door to
marvelous opportunities for

ﬁe ca?ler\{v\ryl ﬁ?l Astrjrzrirrrnea?nd E(f
|sh qur situation dr ferent
from theirs?



those who exercise faith in him. Let us con-
sider some of these.

Benefiting From Christ’s Ransom

BThe B tfle writer James_acknowle?]qes
that “we a st¥m le. many times.” (Jaries
3:2) Because of Christ’s ransom, however
ouf errors can be pardoned. John writes: “If
am(one dogs commit a sin, we have a helper
with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous
one. And he is a 2Drop|t|atory sacrificé for our
sins,” (1 John 2:1, 2) Of course, we should
not take a casual vieW of sin. (Jude 4; com-
pare 1 Corinthians 9:27.) However, If we err,
We can pour out our heart to Jehovan, con-
fident that he Is _readi/ to forgive. gPsaIm
8%:5; 130:3, 4 lsaiah 1'18; 55.7; Act 3:19&
Thus the ransom enables us to serve Gof
with a clean conscience and makes If |posm-
ble for us to approach him in prayer th ou%h
the name of Jesus Christ—Johh 14:13, 14
Hebrews 9:14.

T Christ’s ransom opens the way for the
fulfillment of God’s purpose—that obedient
humans live forever In Paradise on earth.

Psalm 37:29) Paul wrote: “No matter how

any the %rom|ses of God are, they have be-
comé Yes by means of him [Jesus].” (2 Co-
rinthians 1°20) True, death has “ruled as
km?.” (Romgns 5:17) The rﬁnsom Erowdes 2

asis for God to W|;Z)e out this “la tenem}/.”
1 Corinthians 15:26; Revelation 21:4) Je-
us’ransom can even benefit those who have

died. “The hour s coming,” Jesus said, “In
which all those in the memorial tombs, will
hear his [Jesus’] voice and come out.”—John
5:28 29; "1 Corinthians 15:20-22.

BThink of how delightful it will be to ex-
perience life as it was meant to be—free of

16. Despite our sinful condrition, what benefits
fﬁ” %/e ow en*o%/ ecause of Jesus ransonh?

. Because of the ransom, what future bless-
! S\/%ea t()r35|9|cegffe t has sin had upap hymans
\a,avrgdrld@ow WI? this be reverseg in (godus new

the anxieties that weigh us down today! Sin
has BUt us out of harmony not only with
Gog but also with our gwn mind, heart, and
body. However, the Bible promjses that in
God’s new world, “no resident _vwllsaH: | am
sick.”™ Yes, Eh flcal and emot|on%| Nesses
will no longer plague mankind. Why? |saiah
answers: “The people that are dwelling In
the land will be those pardoned for theif er-
ror."—Isaiah 33:24.

The Ransom—An Expression of Love

BLove moved Jehovah to send forth his
beloved Son. (Romans 5:8; 1 John 49) In
turn, love moved Jesus to “taste déath
for every man.” (Hebrews 2:9; John 15:13)
With good reason, Paul wrote: “The love the
Christhas compels us... He died for all that
those who live might live no longer for them-
selves, but for him who died for them and
was raised up.” (2 Corinthians 5:14,15) If we
appreciate what Jesus did for us, we will re-
s$ nd. After all, the rans?m makes it possi-
ble for us to be rescued from death! Surely
we would not want to imply b¥ our actions
that we esteem the sacrifice of Jesus as of
ordinary value.—Hebrews 10:29.

DHow can we demonstrate heartfelt

How should we individually respond to

le|

rist.s ransom? —

. ,What are some ways in which we observe Je-
sus” “word™?

Can You Recall?

O Why can humans not atone for their
sinful condition?

O Inwhat way is Jesus "a correspond-
ing ransom"?

O How did Jesus use his right to per-
fect human life to our advantage?

O What blessings come to mankind
because of Christ's ransom?
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%precratron for the ransom’) Shortl before  will be held on April 1* This too is part
ﬁ arrest, Jesus stated: one ve me of Jesus’ “word,” for when instituting this
e will ds”ervem Word celebration, Jesus commanded his followers;
ﬁus word” inclydes his q rp at we “Keep doing this in remembrance of me.”
ave. a zealous share in fulfil n% the com-(Luke 22:19) By our attendance at this most
mrssron G?therefore and make Isciples Of Important event and by our keen attention
peoar)%o '6218 1t8e nbataons baptrzrng em.” to all that Christ commanded, we will dem-

i i cafence . Jesu alsot "% onstrate our firm conviction that the ran-
U”%S at we 3 w Oé’g O our spiritual som of Jesus is God's way of salvation. Tru-

rothers,—John 13 :
On? of the frnestw S e Can show ap- Iy,AHrseLrle1 2|s no salvation in anyone else.”

R/HeCIatIOP ?rtnerans l] \xa{[tﬁ Ing the

emorial of Christ’s death, whic ear *This year, Aﬂrrl 1corr§sép ng |%an 14
3CE the date “sus dp ec% th Jeho-

1 . g Bould we bgr Ftltgndance at the Me-  vah’s |tnessesl cally for the time an catron of

morra celebration on Apri the Memorial celebration.

The wav of love
NEVER FAILS

“Keep zealously seeking the grea ergifts. Andyet | showyou
a surpassing way. "— CORINTHIANS 12:31,

new language? It is challenging, to  becomes easier.
say theleast! Of course, a youn% 2Leaming to express love is much like
child can Iearn a language just by emq%mnganew anguage. True ameasure of
posed to it. His brain fairl soaks upthie divine q]ualrty IS°In erent in humans.
sounds and meanings of words, o that he- ~ (Genesis 1:2 comPare 1 John 482 Still,
fore fong the tot is expressing himself quite  learning to express love takes extraordinary
adeptly,” perhaps mcessantIY Not so with  effort—especially today, when natural affec-
adults. We search a foreign- angua?edlctlo- tion Is In such short suRpIy (2 Timothy 3
nary repeatedly just to master” a few hasic m)Thrs IS sometimes the Case right inthe
phrases In a foreign tongue. In time and  family. Yes, many grow up In a harsh en-
Wrth enough exposure, though, we start to vrronment Wrgjere flO\rm?I W%rdﬁ are harr%l
ever expresse —if at all. (Ephesians
i r%&krﬁ.%g 'asn'SS‘rrr‘a'Hxaué"eeX@f“ S 3L 64) How then, can e e VIS
can make ledrning to express love a cha Ienge love—even ifwe have rarely experienced it?

H AVE You ever attempted to learn a  think in the_new language and speaking it
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Love willhelp us to
overlook the faults of our
fellow believers

3The Bible can help. At
1 Corinthians 13:4-8, Paul
provides, nof a mechanical
definition .of what, lqve Is
but a vivid_description of
how this highest form. of
love acts. A consideration
of these verses will help
us grasp the nature of this
divine ‘quality and better
equip Us to express it. Let
us consider some facets of
love a_? described by Paul.
We will group them”broag-
ly according to three catego-
rles: our conduct jn qeneral;
then, more specifically, our
relationships with others; and, finally, our
endurance.

Love Helps Us Conquer Pride

AAfter his initial comments about, love
Paﬁjl wrote to the Corinthians: “Love is not
jealous.” (1 Corinthians 13:4) Jealousy can
manjtest itself in envious discontent at the
0d fortune or attainments of thers. Such
ealousy Is destructive—physically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually.—Proverbs “14:30; Ro-
mans 13:13; James~3:14-16.

5In view of this, ask yourself, Do | be-
come envious when | am seemmglx passed
over for. some theocratic ior|V|Ie 7" [f the
answer is yes, donot desHa r. The Bible writ-
er James reminds us that “a tendency to
nvy" IS %resent In all imperfect humans.
James 4. 2 Love for your brother can help
you to restore your balance. It can enable

4. The Blbleqrow eswhatmm%ht |nt01ealtiusy?
5. How can ‘love e#) us to Conquer 6ea ousy

hen we are sFeml gly passed over for some
theocratic privilege?

You f0 re_1[0|ce with those who rejoice and not
0 view it as.a personal affront’when some-
ong else receives a blessm7q or a compliment.
—ComBare 1 Samuel 18:7-9.

6  Paul fadds that love “dges, not brag, does
not get puffed UP' (L Corinthians 134
If we have some talent or ablllty,_there 1S
no nFed to, flaunt 1t. Evidently, this w%s a
problem with some ambitious men who had
sthed into the ancient Corinthian congre-
ga_mn. It may be that they had supefior
Dilities In expounding ideas or a more ef-
ficient way of doing thmgs. Their calling at-
tention to'themselves may have contriblted
to splitting the congrezq tion Into factions.
(f]h orinthians 3.3, 4; 2 Corinthians 1%:2(%)

%snuau n Decame so severe that Paul lat-
er had to chastise the Corinthians for Rut-
ting up with unreasonable persons,” whom
Paul critically described as sugerfme apos-
tles."—2 Corinthians 115, 19, 20.

6. What severe situation developed in the first-
century éorlnteman congreganorip?
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TA similar situation can develop today.
For example, some might have a tendency fo
boast about their accomplishments in ‘the
ministry or their privileges in God’s organi-
zation, Even if we do have a particular skill
or ability that others in the congregation
lack, would that give us license to bécome
Ruffed up? After all, we should use any in-

erent talents we possess to promote uni-
%y—sngt ourselves.—Matthew 23:12; 1 Pe-
er 5:6.

. 8Paul wrote that aIthough a congrega-
tion has many members, “God compound-
ed the body.” (1 Corinthians 12:19-26) The
Greek word translated. “compaunded” Signi-
fies harmonious, blending, as in the mixing
of colors. So no individual in a con,?regatlon
should feel puffed up about his abilitiés and
t{){_ to dominate over others. Pride and am-
bition have no place in God’s organization.
t—PEo%/egbs 16:19; 1 Corinthians 14:12; 1 Pe-
er 5:2, 3,

9Love “does not look for its own inter-
ests.” (1 Corinthians 13:5) A loving person
does not manipulate others in order to get
his way. The Bible contains warning exam-
ples iri_this matter. To illustrate: We read
of Delilah, Jezebel, and Athaliah—wom-
en who manipulated others for their own
selfish causes. (Judges 16:16: 1 Kings 21.
25: 2 Chronicles 22:10-12) There also was
King David’s son Absalom. He would ap-
proach those who came to Jerusalem for
Judgment and sh/ly insinuate that the klng[;s
court lacked ﬁe uine interest in their prob-
lems. Then he would state outright that
what the court really needed was a warm-
hearted man like him! (2 Samuel 15:2-4) Of

7, 8. Show from the Bible how we can usg any
Inherent talents we possess to promote unity.

9, What warning examples does the Bible pro-
vide or} t|n_ ﬂ/lgluaqs )\(/vahopwere ?oo hmg Iout Por

their own interests?
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course, Absalom was interested, not in the
downtrodden, but only in himself. Acting as
a self-appointed king; he swayed the hearts
of man¥. But in time, Absalom met a crush-
ing defeat. At his death, he was not even
deemed worthy of a decent burial —2 Sam-
uel 18:6-17. _ o

DThis is a warning to Christians today.
Whether male or female, we may by nature
have persuasive powers. It may e ‘easy for
us to get our way, so to speak, by dominat-
Ing a Conversation or by wearing down those
who have a different view. If “we are tru-
I% loving, however, we will keep an ege on
the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2-4)
We will not take advantage of others or pro-
mote questionable ideas because of our expe-
rience or our position in God’s organization,
as If our views are the_ only ones'that carry
weight. Rather, we will remember the Bi-
ble proverb: “Pride is before 4 crash, an
a hau1g6h% spirit before stumbling."—Prov-

erbs
Lov es for .
Peaceofuﬁ |Eélgﬁltlonshlps_

1LPaul also wrote that Jove is “kind” and
that it “does not behave indecently.” (1 Co-
rinthians 13:4, 5) Yes, love will not ‘allow
Us t0 act in a rude, vulgar, or disrespect-
ful manner. Instead, we will take others
feelings into consideration. For example, a
loving person will avoid doing things that
would distur the consciences of others.
Compare 1 Corinthians 8:13.) Love “does
ot rejoice over unrighteousness, but re-
oices with the truth.” (1 Corinthians, 13:6%
[T we love Jehovah’s law. we will not wink a
immorality or be entertained by things that

10. How can w% demonstrate that We are keep-
mlg an eye on the interests of oﬁ ersl. hat |

. (a). In what ways. cap we show love that i
%oth(%nd an?j éece t? 6% How can we sﬁowt at

we do not rejoice over unrighteousness?



(00 hates. gPsaIm 119:97) Love will help us  deed, as if we will need to refer to it at some
find joy In things that build up rather than ~ future time? How glad we can be that Jeho-

tear down —Romans 15:2; 1 Corinthians 10: ~ vah does not scru INIze us In such a mer-
:26. ciless manner! gPsaIm 130:3) Yes, when we

DPaul writes that love “g eﬁ not become are repentant, he blots out our errors.—Acts
provoked (srs not touchy,” Phillips). (I Co- 313,
rinthians 13:5) Granted, 1t is only hormal for 15We can |m|tate Jehovah in this regard.
ds ]rmi)er}‘ject humfans trt)hbecrome agitated or s/(\)/ren Sonoeu eerrn%ttoes |0\hetrd/ SF“\/?/'&'X& when
0 feel a degree of wrath when someone 0
fends Us. ngever it would be wrong o har- 10 1@ 90 9”39 W gz e urtin OUV%VGS
bor prolonged resentment or to continue in néore deepl d . person 790 (2’29”
afprovokedstate (Psalm 4:4: Ephesians 4:26 et uds ever Cogt $CC esrastets &l )0

I left unchecked, even justified anger migh lsea V\Ille nhee 0, elmgm e{h at Iove
cause Us to act unwisely, and Jehovah could clgdlfsseanone”o s antotronbelanuslhﬁe but
2°|d4555r$5pﬁ”3'tge for12fh3s26 (138“1925'5P34| neither should we be undul slspiciols of
0632 gy VUTMOETS SAM - ourbrothers’ m(tthlrvetshtheref er?”s]srtale Ibett
BSome have allowed the imperfections > ngsgPaeng‘”flger © Denctit orhe ot
of others to affect their decision to attend
Christian meetrnqs or to share In the field Love Helps Us to Endure.
mrnrstry Previgusly, many of these put up a Paul then_tells us that “love is long-
ard fi fghtforthe aith, erha sbearrng up suffering.” (1 Carinthians 1342 |tena I% S
under famil opPosrtron r| |cuIefrom work- ~to put up with trralsomec?ndr ons, Per aps
mates, and the [ike. They endured such ob-  for an extended period of time. For exa
stacles because they vrewed them as tests of gle manz Christians have for ears lived in
|ntegr|ty an But wh at happens 4. religio slg diviged ousbehold hhers are
when a fellow Chris |an says or does some- srnge nat Dy choice, but because they ave

9 been unable to find a suitable mate “In the
%Q ”}ﬂf’;ﬁ%‘é‘@d ||ts |tsh ISO?OffE{,l\?g (‘e}ﬁéfnmfn' na Lord " (L Corinthians 7:39; 2 Corinthians,6:
e

rovoked state, we couzld ‘allow place for the h%%;ﬂ%r%r%re trh]%se Wahgtgattlzer feb'ﬂr
evil,"—Ephesians 4:27 Pahp |an32252 ea? |nt IS imper-
UWith 900d reason, Paul adds that love ect stem 10 ong has ] srtuatron i

“does not keep account of the injury.” (1 Co-
rinthians 13 E) Here Nl Uses il ar%ou(ntrng an%te _Oﬁ/?a?tt re%rre soanrjneeéyfe o endur-
term, evidently o suggest the act of inscrib-

g the off ense inals ersothat it will not tl]gPSau assrrr]r)esesus”thtarnlosveenb%argss dl
beforgotten. s it | lOVING 10, make Derma- Prnggs Chrinthians B Love i

nent mental record of the hurtful Word or gehorlrah Wﬂjﬂ enabﬂe US 10 Suf?fel\al atrt]h srtua
wshou we react when someone  £10n for righteousness’ sake attnew
@Crte Bible examples to show that 24 1 Cor?nthrans 10:13) We do not see
%er can cause us o act unwisely,

even ustrfre
? Wha does it mean to ¢ keeé) cout ﬂ6 Inv#rat circumstances can love help us to be
Ehe |njr How can we Imitateé Jehova

eing orgrvr atwr help us to endure all things?

ends u

the watchtower— February is, 1999 21



martyrdom. On the contrary, our aim is
to live Reaceabl_e, quiet lives. &Romans 12:
18; 1 Thessalonians 411, 12) Nevertheless,
when tests of faith arise, we (h;ladl_y endure
these. as part of the cost of Christian disci-
Pleshlp. Luke 14:28-3_3‘) As we endyre, we
ry to maintain a positive outlook, hoping
for the best outcome in the midst of trying
situations. _
BTribulation is not the only circumstance
that calls for endurance. Sometimes, to en-
dure means 3|mpIP/ to last, to continue on a
set path whether trying situations are pres-
ent or not. Endyrarice includes maintaining
a good spiritual routine. For example, aré
You having a meaningful share in the minis-
ry, in accord with your circumstances? Are
you reading and meditating on God’s Word
and communicating with your heavenly Fa-
ther through prayér? Are %(ou reqularly at-
tending congregation meetings, and do you
benefit from an interchange "of encourage-
ment with your fellow beligvers? If so, then
whether presently in favorable season or in
troublesome season, you are endurm?. Do
not give up, “for in due season we shalf reap
if WE do not tire out."—Galatians 6:9.

Love—"“A Surpassing Way”
OPaul underscored the importance of ex-

18, How is endurance needed even during favor-
able season? _ )
19. How 1s love “a surpassing way™?

Can You Explain?

O How can love help us to conquer
pride?

O In what ways can love help us to
promote peace in the congregation?

O How can love help us to endure?

O How is love "a surpassing way"?
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Pressmg love by calling this divine quali-
3y “a_sUrpassing way,” (1 Corinthians_12:
1) “Surpassing™ in what sense? Well, Paul
had just enumérated the gifts of the spir-
It, which were common amonlg first-century
Christians. Some were enabled to prophé-
sy, others were empowered to heal sickness-
g, many were given the ability to speak
In tonglues. Astounding gifts, indeed! Yet,
Paul told the Corinthians: “If | speak in the
tongues of men and of angels but do not
have love, | have become a spunding TJmece of
brass.or a clashing cymbal. AndIf | have
the gift of prophedyirig and am acquainted
with™all the sacred secrets and all' knowl-
edge, and if | have all the faith so as to
transplant mountains, but do not have love,
| am nothing.” (L Corinthians 13:1, 2) Yes,
even acts that might otherwise_be of value
become “dead works” if the motive for them
IS not love for God and for neighbor.—He-
brews 6:1.

DJesus Pwes us another reason wh\f We
should. culfivate the divine quality of Tove.
“By this all will know that You are’my disci-
plés,” he said, “if you have love among your-
selves.” (John 13:35) The word “if” |éaves it
up.to each Christian as to whether he or she
will Tearn to express love. After all, mere-
ly dwelling in a foreign country would not
in itself force us to |garn to speak its Jan-
guage, Nor does simply attending meetmgls
at a Kingdom Hall or"associating with fél-
low ChriStians automatically teach us to ex-
press love. Learning this “language” takes
continuous effort. ™

ZLAt times, you will not measure up to
some aspect of love discussed by Paul. But

20 th \s continuous effort needed if we are to
cultivate love? _

21, 22, (EH How should we rzrct if we do not
measure Up to some aspect of love dis usse‘q b
Paul? Fb) [n_what way can it be said that “lo

never Tails™?



Endurance means maintaining our theocratic routine

do not be discouraged. PatlentI% apply your 2 Even as Iearmng to express yourself in
self. Contmue {0 consult the Bible, and aA) 3/ a new lan u%;e e\{(entu?y ecomes easier,
Its prmmp es In your ea mqs with ot IS5, Intime Yo nd that expressin
Never forget the éxample that Jehovah h love Wlllbecome ea3|er Paul assures us tha
self sets for us. Paul admoms ed the E h “love never fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:8) Un-
sians: “Become kind to gne another, ten erIy like the miraculous gjfts of the spirit, love
compassionate, freely forgiving one anotfi-  will never cease to exist. So contirug learn-

er just as God also%Chnst freely forgave mg to express this divine quality. It is, as
yod."—Ephesians 4: Paul calls'it, “a surpassing way.
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STRUGGLING OVER
a holy" Site

N July 15, 1099, the First Crusade, authorized by the pope of Rome,
O reached its goal of taking control of Jerusalem. The slaughter was
frightfull The only inhabitants to survive were the governor and his body-
guard, after a large bribe was paid. In his book The Crusades, clergyman
Antony Bridge reports on what happened to the rest of the Muslim and
Jewish inhabitants: "Once the Crusaders were let loose inside the city, they
succumbed to an immense and terrible blood lust. . . . They killed every
man, woman and child whom they could find in the city. .. When there
was no one else to kill, the victors went in procession through the streets of
the city... to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre to give thanks to God."

Since the crusader conquest, Christendom's presence in Jerusalem has
been marked by friction between the Roman Catholic, the Eastern Ortho-
dox, and other so-called Christian religions. In 1850 a dispute between var-
ious church leaders over holy sites in Jerusalem and its surroundings was a
major factor leading to the Crimean War. England, France, and the Otto-
man State fought against Russia at the cost of half a million lives.

The war did not bring an end to Christendom's differences over
Jerusalem and its holy sites. The Ottomans, who controlled the
country at that time, tried to bring peace by partition-
ing the holy sites among the different faiths. "This princi-

ple," explains Dr. Menashe Har-el in his book This
Is Jerusalem, "was accepted ... by the Unit-
ed Nations with the Partition Resolution of
November 1947. It is thus part of interna-
tional law." As a result, the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre has been partitioned /
among Roman Catholics, Greek Ortho-
dox, Armenians, Syrians, and Copts.
Finally, Ethiopians stake their claim to



this church by having some members live in huts on the roof.
Many view the Church of the Holy Sepulchre as Christendom's
most holy site. It is filled with shrines, images, and icons. An-
other so-called holy site, Gordon's Calvary, is revered by
some Protestants as the supposed location where Jesus was
executed and buried.
Long ago Jesus told a woman who believed in holy sites:
"The hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jeru-
salem will you people worship the Father. . . . The true wor-
shipers will worship the Father with spirit and truth." (John 4:
21-24) Thus, true Christians do not venerate holy sites. The de-
struction of unfaithful Jerusalem by the Roman armies in 70 C.E.
stands as a warning to Christendom. Her idolatry, divisions, and
bloodguilt belie her claim to be Christian. Therefore, she will suf-
fer the fate that God has foretold for all the religions com-
posing Babylon the Great.— Revelation 18:2-8.
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Silas

A Source of

Encouragement

oM earlﬁ in Christian
history, the activity of
faithful traveling over-
seers was vital both 'In en-
couraging congregations of
God’s pedple and in spread-
ing the good news to the most
distant Rarts of the earth.
Among the earliest overseers
to be appointed was Silas, a
Brophe and a leading mem-
er of the Jerusalem congre-
gation. He played a key fole
in important dévelopméntsin
the preaching work and was
one of the missionaries who
first evangelized European
tern_torP/. hat made Sjlas
particularly well qualified to
do all of this? And What char-
acteristics of his personality
would we do well to imitate?

The Circumcision Issue.

When the potentially di-
visive question of circumi-
sion arose about 49 CE., the
governing body in Jerusalem
Needed t0 circulate. clear di-
rection among Christians fo
settle the issug. In these ir-
cumstances, Silas, also called
Silvanus, appears in the Bible
record. He may have been one
of the decision makers who
was then selected as an emis-
sary of “the apostles and the
older men,” to communicate
their decision to the “proth-
ers.in Antioch and Syria and
Cilicia.” In Antioch, Silas and
Judas (Barsabbas), in compa-
ny with Barnabas and Paul,
delivered the dispatch they



carried, evidently relating by word of mouth
the events of the Jerusdlem meeting, the

conclusions reached. and the contents of

the letter. They also “encouraged the broth-
ers with many a discourse and strength-
ened_them.” The haP_py outcome was that
tlhselcghzrlsnans in Antioch “rejoiced.”—Acts

Silas thus played a 3|(I]n_|f|cant art in set-
tling this fundamental issue._But his as-
signment was not an easy one. There was no
way of knowing how the Antioch congrega-
tion would react to what had been decided.
Thus, “it needed someone with a lot of wis-
dom and tact to expound what the apostles
had written in their letter,” notes one com-
mentator. The choice of Silas for this deli-
cate assignment tells us something about
the kind ‘0f person he must have been. He
could be relied upon to represent the gov-
erning body’s directives faithfully. He must
also have béen a wise overseer whio could ex-
ercise a conciliatory influence when the con-
gregation was threatened by controversy.

Travels With Paul

Whether Silas returned to Jerusalem af-
ter that mission or not is uncertain. In any
case, after a difference hetween Barnabas
and Paul over John Mark, Paul chose Silas,
who was in Antioch af that time, for a new
journey aimed initially at revisiting cities
Where "Paul had preached during Ris first
missionary tour.—Acts 15:36-41. _

The choice of Silas, may have been in-
fluenced by his positive attitude toward
the Gentile mission and by the authori-
ty that he as a prophet and a spokesman
for the governing bod¥ could lend in deliy-
ering_ their decisions 10 believers in Syria
and Cilicia. The results were excellent. The
book of Acts relates: “Now as they traveled
on through the cities they would deliver to
those there for observance the decrees that

had been decided upon by the apostles and
older men who were in Jerusalem, There-
fore, indeed, the congregations continued to
be made firm in the faith and to increase in
number from day to day."—Acts 16:4, 5.
As the missionaries fraveled on, the holy
spirit twice diverted them from their pro-
jected route. (Acts 16:6, 7) Timothy was
added to the party en route, in Lystra, after
uns1p_e(:|f|ed ‘predictions™ concerning, him,
El imothy 1:18; 4:14) Through a vision to
Paul, who alsp had the qift of prophesy-
w&g the traveling companijons were direct-
e16 50 1861I| for Macedonia, in Europe.—Acts

Beaten and Imprisoned

In Philippi, “the Prmmpal city of the dis-
trict,” Sifas went through an unforgetta-
ble ordeal. After Paul expelled a spirit of
divination from a slave girl, her owners,
seeing that they had beén deprived of a
Source of income, _dragPed Silas and Paul be-
fore the city magistrafes. As a result, those
two underwent the in _|8n|ty of being Rre_-
sented In public as evilfoers, having their
outer garments torn off them, and being
beaten'with rods in the marketplace. —Acts
16:12, 16-22

Not only were such floggings dreadful
Punls_hments pushing human endurance to
he Timit but, in the” case of Paul and Si-
las, they were also out of order. Wh%/_?_Ro-
man lavs established that no Roman Gitizen
could be heaten. Paul had Roman citizen-
ship, and likely Silas did too, After “many
blows™ had heen inflicted on them, Paul and
Silas were thrown into prison where their
feet were secured in stocks. These were “a
horrible Instrument,” explains Gustav Stah-
lin, “inwhich the prisoners’legs could be di-
varicated as widely as desired.in such a way
as to prevent sleeping.” Yet, in the middle
of the night, their backs no doubt covered
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with painful wounds, “Paul and Silas were
%e}é/én%and praising God with song.”—Axcts

This tells. us something else about Si-
las’ personality. He was joyful because they
were suffering for the Sake of Christ’s
name. {Matthew 5:11, 12, 24:9) That was
evidently the same_spirit that ‘during_the
previous Antioch mission had enabled Silas
and his companions to be effective in en-
couraging.and strengthenin t_he_con({rega-
tion, causing their fellow Christians to Te-
joice. The jay of Paul and Silas must have
Increased when,they were miraculously re-
leased from prison”hy an earthquake” and
were able to help the suicidal jailer and
%s 3fgmny exercise faith in God.—Acts 16:

Neither Paul nor Silas were intimidated by
the flogging and |mﬁr|sonment. When word
was sent to have them released, they. re-
fused to sneak ashamedly out of Philippi, as
the magistrates expected. They stood their
ground and turned the tables on those arro-
gant and arbitrary officials. “They rog%ed
us pubhc(ljy uncondemned, men who are Ro-
mans, and threw us into prison; and are theY
now throwmgous out secretly?” asked Paul.
“No, indeed! ut let them come themselves
and bring us out.” Fearful of the conse-
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quences, the magmtrates found themselves
obliged to entreaf the two to depart from the
city—Acts 16:35-39. o

After thus impress n% their righs as Ro-
mans on the minds of the authofities, Paul
and Silas complied with the magistrates’ re-
quest—hut not before taklnﬁ |eave of their
friends. In h_armon¥ with what was by now
a characteristic of the whole preaching
tour, Silas and his partner once agam “en-
couraged” the brothers and then departed.
—ActS 16:40.

From Macedonia to Babylon

Not demoralized by what could otherwise
have been a negative experience, Paul, Si-
las, and their Companions pressed on to
new missionary fields, In Thessalonica they
faced difficulties again. Because of Paul’s
success In his ministry over a period of
three Sabba_ths,_{eal_ous opposers stirred up
a mob, makln% it wise for the missionaries
to leave the city By night. They went their
way to Beroea: Bon learning of the_ac-
complishments of Paul and his companions
In that city, the opposers came all the way
from Thessalonica. Paul proceeded aloné,
while Silas and Timothy remained,in Beroea
to look after the %rousn_ of newlyrmterested

) Silas g

ones. (Acts 17:1-15 and Timothy re-
joined Payl in Corinth, carrying good hews
and possibly a %lft from faithful friends
In Macedonia. This must have enabled the
nee_dK apostle to discontinue secular work,
whjch he had taken uE) In the meantime,
ana with vigor return to full-time preach-
!ngh (Acts 18:1-5; 2 Corinthians 11:9{) In Cor-
inth, Silas and Timothy are also referred to
as evangel_lzers and as Paul’s companions,
Soitis wdenhthat_thelr activities did not
glr?é/vldfé/vn In that city either.—2 Corinthi-

The use of the pronoun “we” throughout
the letters to the Thessalonians—hoth of



Beroea

Ephesus ?U

* torInth

which were written from Corinth in this
period—has been taken to mean that Silas
and Timothy contributed to the writing. The
deathat Silas was engaged in scribal activi-
ty, however, is based principally onwhat Pe-
ter says about one of his own letters. Peter
says that he wrofe his first letter from Bab-

lon “through Silvanus, a fajthful brother,
K%Peter 512 13) While th|% could smply

ean that Silvanus was the bearer, the dr-
versity in style between Peter’s two letters
may indicate that he used Silas as a penman
to Write the first letter but not the second.
Thus, another of Silas” manifold talents and
theocratic privileges was perhaps that of
being a secretary.

yjconium

%ﬁtl’a
Derbe _
Antioch

An Example to Be Imitated

When we stand back and lqok at the
things we know that Silas did, his record is
impressive. He is an excellent example for
modern-day missionaries and travell_n(rl OVer-
seers. He selflessly covered great distances
at considerable cost to himsélf, not to %aln
material advantage or prestige, but to nel
others. His aim was to ePcoufﬁ e them wit
wise and tactful counsel, well-prepared an
warm discourses, as well as his zeal in field
ministry. Whatever gour role Is am_onq Jg-
hovah’s organized people, if you simifarl
strive to be positive—even in the face of ad-
versng/—you too will be a source of encour-
agemént to your fellow believers.
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“| Could Feel the
Peaceful Atmosphere”

GERMAN-SPEAKING “l expected to hear noise from the thousands who were sup-
man went to a conven- posed to be there, but it was very quiet ‘Well,’ | thought, ‘prob-
tion organized by Jeho- ably there is just a handful of people scattered over the whole

vah'’s Witnesses in order to “spjice.’

n the Witnesses. Why? His goal

was to “unmask this sect and save

his friends from going astray.”

After attending the convention,

he wrote the following letter to
his friends:

‘When | entered, my attention was immediately captured by
a drama that was being enacted on the platform. Only later did
| realize that the stadium was filled to capacity with thousands
of attentive listeners. | could feel the peaceful atmosphere. What
| heard, saw, and felt during the remainder of the convention left

a deep impression on me.
“When | approached the con- T . . ; . .
vention site, | wondered if this Mingling with the Witnesses, | couldn’t help but notice their

was the correct place. Not a per- happy faces and loving expressions. Suddenly, | could not sup-
son was in sight, and no litter or press the thought, ‘These really are God’s people!"”

beer cans were on the floor. As | Instead of ‘saving his friends from going astray,’ the young man
got closer, | saw two gentlemen asked them to study the Bible with him. The result? Today, he is
at the stadium entrance. They a Christian elder. He and his family are active in one of the con-
greeted me and let me in. gregations in Zug, Switzerland.
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