


|-TjT-rLri-n|

-WATCHTOWER,

Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom

January 15, 1999 Average Printing Each Issue: 22,328,000 Vol. 120, No. 2

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER is to exalt Jehovah God as Sovereign Lord of the
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with
the good news that God’s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in God’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ,
whose shed blood opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The published by
Jehovah's Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

IN THIS ISSUE
3 United in the Best Way of Life 28 "The Dark-Haired Mistress of the
5 Determined to Follow God's Way Syrian Wild"
of Life 32 "You Are the Way God Expects
10 Are Your Prayers "Prepared Us to Be"

as Incense"?

15 Lift Up Loyal Hands in Prayer WATCHTOWER STUDIES

FEBRUARY 15-21: Are Your Prayers "Prepared as

21 D h A Y [?
0 Others Accept Your Counse Incense"? Page 10. Songs to be used: 88, 45

25 The Oral Law— Why Was It Put FEBRUARY 22-28: Lift Up Loyal Hands in Prayer.

in Writing? Page 15. Songs to be used: 161, 212.
Now published in 130 languages. If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications,
SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below.

Afrikaans, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bengali, Bicol, Bis- America, United States of: wallkill, NY 12589. Australia: Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W.
lama, Bulgarian, Cebuano,* Chichewa, Chinese, Chinese . .
(Simplified). Cibemba, Croatian, Czech* Danish,** Dutch* 2565 Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, N.P. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. Britain:

Efik, English** (also Braille), Estonian, Ewe, Fijian, Finn- The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN. Canada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G
ish.* * i * iarati
ish,*# French* Ga, Georgian. German,*# Greek, Gujarali, 4y, Germany: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Selters. Ghana: P. 0. Box GP 760, Accra.
Gun, Hebrew, Hiligaynon, Hindi, Hiri Motu. Hungarian,* Igbo, .
lloko,* Indonesian, Italian,** Japanese** (also Braille), Kan- Guyana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. Hawaii 96819: 2055 Kam IV Rd., Honolulu. Hong
?adLa,hKinyarwanda,d Korean;A (?ISO Brahulel), Lla‘vianM Il-inga' Kong: 4 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong. India: Post Bag 10, Lonavla, Pune Dis., Mah. 410 401. Ire-
a, Lithuanian, Macedonian, Malagasy, Malayalam, Maltese, R . P .
Marathi, Myanmar, Nepali, New Guinea Pidgin, Norwe- land: Newcastle, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. Jamaica: Box 103, Old Harbour P.O., St Catherine.
gn * Pangasinan, Papiamento, Polish,* Portuguese* (also Japan: 1271 Nakashinden, Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref., 243-0496. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi.

ille), Rarotongan, Romanian,* Russian* Samar-Leyte, Sa- N ew Zealand: P.0. Box 142, Manurewa. Nigeria: P.M.B. 1090, Benin City, Edo State. P hilip-
moan, Sepedi. Serbian, Sesotho, Shona, Sinhalese, Slovak,* R o ! - N19 LT Y. : p
Slovenian, Solomon Islands Pidgin, Spanish.** Sranantongo, Pines, Republic of: P.O. Box 2044, 1060 Manila. South Africa: Private Bag X2067, Krugers-
Swahili, Swedish,** Tagalog,* Tanitian, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Ti- dorp, 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, Republic of: Lower Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe.
grinya, Tongan, Tshiluba, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrai- o : .
nian.* Urdu, Venda, Vietnamese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zambia: Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Zimbabwe: P. Bag A-6113, Avondale.
Zulu

The Bible translation used is the New World Changes of address should reach us 30 days be-

nian, Cambodian, Chitonga, East Armenian, Gilbertese Translation of the Holy Scriptures— with fore your moving date. Give usyour oid and new ad-
' ' , ' ' ise indi dress (if possible, your old address label).

Greenlandic, Hausa, Icelandic, Isoko, Kiluba, Kirghiz. Ki- References, unless otherwise indicated. Gre 4 )

rundi, Kwanyama/Ndonga, Luganda, Luvale, Marshallese, would you WEICOME MOre information or The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published

Monokutuba, Moore, Niuean, Ossetian, Otetela, Palauan, ; free home Bible study? Please send your semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
Persian, Ponapean, Punjabi, Sango, Silozi, Trukese, Tuva-

MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Arme

luan, Umbunau, Yapese, Zande request to Watch TOWEI’, using the appro- ciety of New York, Inc., 25 Columbia Heights,

' . ' " v ) - priate address above. Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483. Periodicals Post-
* Study articles also available in large-print edition. age Paid at Brooklyn, NY, and at additional mail-
* Audiocassettes also available. Publication of “The Watchtower" is part of ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes

© 1999 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva- & Worldwide Bible educational work sup- to Watchtower, Wallkill, NY 12589.
nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President ported by voluntary donations. Printed in U.S.A.



w

HUWGAKY
| CONENTION Lo

delegates

IINIVHT?

CONVENTION 1
delegates 1

WOAT7/A

CONVENTION
DEIEMTES

mIfVAMI

CNANION
i CHEGAIES

United in

the Best

Way of Life

| the world’s population continues
to climb, there will soon be six bil-

lion peaple on earth. Thou
stem from a common ance

S%(r)]l’aI |

most do not seem to acknowledge
that they are members ofa dlob
al family and are accountable to a

wise and loving Creator. The disunity

Qs oA

and strife between nations, races, arid cultures bear
grim testimony to this sad state of affairs.

N VIEW of present world
conditions, global unity
r{rtay sg?m t IbeT an ur]
ainable goa
bic History of tpr
states; “On the”all- |mP0rtant
question of how to live to
gether, the contem?orary
world has, not a single new
Idea to offer, not one.
However, the brrngrnﬂ
about of unity among a
earth’s inhabitants does not
require a new icea. The path
t_rlJlunsrt |ts set ?ut |tn the
oly Scriptures. It centers
teyworsh)r fshe One wh)
created the earth and all Irfe
on i, rueunvyo thoug
purpose, and way of |ea-
read exists among God’s
Peo le. Numbering more
han five and a half"million

the

?Nord}

Watchtower— Janua

in 233 lands, they are unit-
ed in their conviction that
God’s Way of life s the best
way. LIke the Psalmrst they
: “Instruct me OJehri
a about your Way IshaI
wak in Your truth. Unify
mtéseart 0 fear your name.

This unrtrn of people
Pure Worshr gwasp? Petoﬂ
ong ago gt e Prop het Isa-

ewr te: “I{ must occur

|n the Inal part of the days

t]hat theJ ﬂrountarn of the

ouse of Je eco
frrm g estab?rshed ahove the

f the mountarns and

|t erI certarnY be lifted

ﬁabove the hills; and to It
éhe nations must stream

mang H es will cer-
tarnygo n sa@ Come, you

ry 15,1999 3



People and let us go up to the moun-
ain of Jehovah, t the house of the
God of acob and he will instruct us
about h|s ways, and we will walk in
his ﬁaths —lsaiah 2:2. 3

The un|t5{ of Jehovahs Witnesses
IS unique, Tn over 87,000 congrega-
tions warldwide, they partake of the
same spiritual food 4t their meetings
week after week. (fMatthew 24:45-47)
From the m|ddIe of 1998 until ear-
(Y however, the Witnesses
iSp ae their unity in another
Way—y athering at their three-
day “God’s Way of Life” Conven-
tions throughout the world, In 13
countries, these gatherings includ-
ed large delegations from various
lands and werfe called internation-
al conventions. Others were des-
?nated district conventions. But

| these conventions presented the
?ﬁme program of spiritually good
Ings.

ng pleasant it was to behold
happy,. well-dressed delegates
streammg Into auditorium$ and
stadiums to be taught by Jehovah!
Typlcal was the expressiori of one del-
%ate to the International copvention

d in Michigan, US.A. She said:
“It was such a joy to see our broth-
ers from all over the world—the Czech
Repub IC, Bar a os Nigeria, Hun a

W ngla and thlo 13,
IXa and man ot er lang s—embrac
one anoth er' |t was beautiful to
see brothers dwellmg together in uni-
% shed |n tears f J0y because of
t e ove th e have f or one another
for the|r great God, Jehovah.”
The next article'will examine the con-

vention proqram enjoyed by millions
throughout the eartn.
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Determined to Follow
God'swayof Life

The“God’s Way of Life” Conventions had so

much to offer to those wanting to serve God! One

delegate described the convention as “a wonderful

period of instruction, encouragement, and enlightenment.”

ANOTHER delegate said that

| “there was so much to enjoy, to

aL gu ponder, to take in.” Let usnow
consider the program itself.

Jesus Cn]rrst— p] We% the

This was the theme of the first da
of the convention. (John 14:6) The first
talk set out the purpose of our gather-
Ing together at the convention: to_he
further taught about the best possible
way of life, God’s way of life. Jeho-
vah teaches his people”how to walk in
his waKs He does this through the Bi-
ble te arthfu and drscreet Slave,”
and the oyrprrrt att ew L:45-47:

Luke 4:1; 2'Timoth What apriv-
rlege it is to be rnstructed by the Sov-
eréign of the universe!

In keeprng with the theme for the
dagt e ke note address was “Christ’s

Rénsom sWa of Salvaign.” In
conformrn to God’s way of Irfe it
IS vrtaI to reco%nrze the” role of e
sus Christ jn Jenovah’s purpose. T
speaker said: “Without the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, no man, re-
gardless of his beliefs or works, could
feceive everlasting life from God.” He

t‘hen uoted ohn31 which states
God oved t wor 's0 much_ that
he gave his ony begotten. Son, In or-
der'that everyone exercising faith in
him might not be destroyed”but have
everlasting life.” Exercising faith in
Christ’s ransom sacrifice reguires that

Y we come tq an_ accurate knowledge of

truth. 1t also involves dedicating our
lives to Jehovah, symbolizing this by
water baptism, and living m accord
with the example that Jesus Christ
provided.—1 Peter 2:21,

The afternoon session began with a
talk entitled “The Way of Love Never
Fails.” This moluoled Verse-Dy-verse
discussion of Paul’s stirring descrip-
tion of love, recorded at 1 Corinthians
13:4-8. The audience was reminded
that self-sacrificing love 1s an identi-
fying feature of Chrrstranrt and that
Ioveo God and ner% bor are essen-
e ov %tures of worship approved by

Next came a three-part symposium
entitled “Parents nculcate God’s
Way in Your Children.” Parents can
heIP their children \o serve God g
setting a %ood examP ein readrng\ an
studying his Word. They can inculcate

THE WATCHTOWER—- JANUARY 15, 1999 5



the truth m their children through regular
fam|I stu tallorm? It to meet'the feeds

family. It 1s aso |mportant to help
c | ren become Involved. in con reﬂatlon
acfivities and the field ministry, Although
raising God-fearing children in"this wicked
world"is a challenge, doing so brings great
rewards.

_Following this symposium was the talk
Let Jehovah Shapé You for Honorable Use.”
Just as a potter shapes a clay vessel, so
(od shapes those who wish o' serve him.
(Romans 9:20, 21) He does this by provid-
ing counsel in his Word_ and throu?h his
organization. Jehovah will helﬁ us 1o use
our ahilities to the full if we make ourselves
available, respond to opportunities, and are

willing to let'him direct our steps.

An exciting portion of the program. now
followed—"Sérvice in the Missiondry Field.”
Currently serving throughout the earth in

148 counitries.are 2,390 Christian ministers
who are considered to have missionary sta-
tus, They set a splendid example of loyalty
and zeal and ar¢ deeply grateful for their
Prlwlege of serving in foréign fields. Durmt_i
his part of the program at the internationg
fonvennons missjonaries spoke of the chal-
enges and Joys of missionary life,

_ The final talk on the first ayrwas entitled

IS There Life After Death h|s Uestion
has Perplexed mankind for mil enmums

People in every society have graptp ed Wlt
the subject There 1S no shortage of supposed
ans erf {e as |vetreast ecustoms

religions o tose 0 rmg them. Yet,
e(épeneed to Ieamt e truth.
onse ue}ntlg peaker announced the
r ase olo n 32 ebrochure
xpens o hen'We — This
roc ure explains the origin of the teaching
ofthe immortality of the Soul and shows how
the concept has become central to nearly all
religions of the world today. In a clear“and

6 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 15, 1999

ea it examines what the Bible
ﬁgp Lﬂ %soJ Wyweé]le %ndwﬁat
Pens to us at death. The brochure also
?er ﬁm? what h oRe there Is for the dead and
|vm? at a blessing this publlca

tion will be o truth seekers everywhere!

Keep Strict Watch on How You Walk
What an appropriate theme this was for
the conventlons second day! (Ephesmns
The mormngS pr?gram 0cUsed on the
3reachmg ana ( Pe makmg WOrK.
owing a |scu35|ono the dally ext the ro
%ram continued with the talk ng e0-
le Get on the Way, to Life. ”Incary g out
his, urgent work, ‘it Is important t0 have a
nositive attitude, recognizing that sharmg
hde ttruth with others S both a privilege an
aqu

In the first century C.E., most people
regec ed the Word of God. Despite opposi-
tion owever éhere were those ‘who were
rg t% Isposed for everlastm ||fe andb

came pelievers.’ FActs ?})The
situation 15 simifar today.. T oug marly re-
{ect Bible truth, we coptinue t0 search for
hoot? WShO will respond favorably. —Matthew

The next talk dis %ussed the chaIIentge
reachln? others with the message of life,
Since 1t is now harder to fin people at
home we need to be thorou h and resource-
ful If we are 0 reac as maney a5 POossI-
ble with the Kingdom messagé. In man
|ands, publishers of the good news ach|eve
fine results t]hrou hbtele hohe V\tntnessmg
preaching In usmes eryito
reacRYng those a/ho are otnerwise dy ff|cult
to%ﬁn aCIk titled “ All
e talk entitled “Teaching Djsciples
ThatChnst ommande P? seo!onrthmm
Fortance of ecomma ?k [tul m our min-
stry. Our teachln ills are sh arﬁened as
we Tearn from otfiers and a e exce
lent training recelve atfcon eiatlonrﬂeet
Ings. As we become skillful ih oUr teaching,



Many were baptized

we find increased joy and satisfaction in our
work of helping people to learn Bible truth.
The mornrnq session. ended with a taIk 0h
th e meanrn dedrcatron and baptrsm
o th etro!srt Snm(%o% c% rtn ee%geaa%r Wag that
If we trust | dw
nestf endeavor to do his WlIP/ he will b?ess
and sustain us. The wrse man.wrote; “In
yourways take notice o gGodI] and hehrm
seIferI make our paths straight. gProv
erhs 3:6) The | oxfu aptrsm Itse was con-
vention rg t demonstrating that many
had starte to conform to God’s way of life.
Fol Iowrn% a Iunch break the afternoon
session started with the talk * Servrng
S i S e
wrﬁ tIquu”]e How?rttrngi It s, then%h
we focus ouyr thrnkrn? plans, . ang hoges
on serving Jehovah with eternity in view
While we"want to keep “the day of Je
vah” close in mind, it is vital to remember
that our goal s to serve foreternrt%/h,v -
ter 3:12) Not knowing the exact time when

The new brochure was released by
A. D. Schroeder, a member of the Governing
Body of Jehovah's Witnesses

Jesus will execute God’s vengeance keeps us

vigilant and gives us daily opportunities. to

P{rg%/eetshat We serve Jehovah with unselfish
\

The two taIk? that followed examined the
4th chapter of Paul's letter to the Ephe-
sians, Amon the thin %consrdered Was the
blessrn ave in “gifts in men strrrrrt?

(ﬂ rre menwhoare ap ornte
srrr These elders rovr% ounsel an
rection for our spiritual penefit. Paul’s i |n
Prred |etter also urPes Christians to put on
he new personalify.” % hesians 4 2
godlyp rsonality “includes such ualrtre
as ¢ Eassron kindness, lowliness ofmrnd
mildness, long-suffering, and love.—Colos-
sians 3:12-14,
Keeping strict watch on how we walk in-
volves keepin ourselvesunsgotte from the
worla—the subject of the next talk. Balance
IS needed In choice of entertarnment social
actrvhtres and Eaterra pursults plx-

In geounse at Jar]tes 1:27 10 eer? un-
spotted from the world, we enjoy a clean
THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 15, 1999 7



standing with God and a
?ood coriscience. We can also
ve Furposef_ul lives and will
be hlessed with peace, spiri-
tual prosperity, and wonder-
ful assoclates.

Then came a three-part
symposium entitled “Youths
—Follow Gogl’s Way.” Know-
ing that God loves them and
apRremates their efforts to

upnold pure worship, young people should  of life, young and old alike can enjoy true
t%in th%ir ercepti\ee )fJowegrsptopserve him success.y : o

f
faithfully. One way 1o develop perceptive ' . ]
DOWerS ig to read ng_’s Word deﬁl and Pned- at(}rrﬁlflligag’etfaslé(ngﬁtg(hgn((jia L\sN%a Ehe (%treer

Itate on i, Ifwedoth|s,wecancgmetokn_ow Eomtmﬁ out that billions of people do no

Jehovah's ways. éPsam 1& '9-11) Perceptive  know t e_C[e tor, the S(P aker. sald: “Rea
Powers are aiso develope yacceptm%)ma- meamn? in |erFIate to knowing the Cre-
ure. counsel from parents, ‘elders, and the  ator, ou ' IS per-

UNSEl 11 gersona God,; recoqmzqu
Society’s publications, ThrouHh the use of  sonality; and cooperating with his ways
their ercegtlve powers In the rl_?ht way,  There are facts about olr world and “aott
_oYth resist the Iﬁ)rfoccu ation with mate- s that you can use o elp people to accept
ial possessigns, unclean speech, and excess-  the Creator and to find meaning In_connec-
e?_| recreation that char ftenze this world  tion with him.” T es%eake,r th nd|?cuss,ed
alienated from God. By following God’s way  evidence pointing to the existence of a wise

Is There a Creator Who Cares About You?

The new book bearing this title presents convincing evidence of the
existence of the Creator, Jehovah, and discusses his qualities. It is de-
signed particularly for those who are well educated in secular matters
but who do not believe in God. This 192-page book will also enhance
the faith of individuals who already believe in God, building apprecia-
tion for his personality and ways.

Is There a Creator Who Cares About You? does not assume that the
reader believes in God. Rather, it discusses how recent scientific discov-
eries and concepts testify to the existence of the Creator. Among the
chapters are those entitled "What Can Add Meaning to Your Life?," "How Did Our Universe
Get Here?— The Controversy,” and "How Unique You Are!" Other chapters consider why we
can be sure that the Bible is divinely inspired. The new book also gives an overall view of the
Bible, which reveals the Creator's personality and ways. Not only does the book discuss why
God has allowed so much suffering but it also explains how he will end it forever.

8 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 15, 1999



T e T e i
ator Who Cares A\\%out You?S

“This Is the Way. Walk in It”

This was the theme’ of the convention’s
third day. (Isalah 30:21) The program be-
?an with an exciting symposium of three
alks, focusing on EzeKiel's temple vision.
This vision has great meaning for God’s peo-
gle today, since'it relates to pure worship in
ur time, A key to_understan _mg the' vI-
sion Is this: Jehovah’s %reat spiritual temple
represents his arrangément for pure wor-
ship. As the features of the vision were dis-
cussed, listeners pondered their activity in
support of the work done by loving overseers
of the anointed remnant arid by the prospec-
tive members of the_chieftainclass.

Later in the morning, there was a colorful
Bible drama with a cast of costumed par-
ticipants. The drama was entitled “Families
—Make Daily Bible Reading Your Way of
Lh|fe! It portrag/ed the faithand courage of
e b
T e e
the Bible albook 0? ancient histor buty its
counsel is truldy beneficial to both young ones
and adults today.

A thrilling drama encouraged
daily Bible reading

—— ~—

The aft rnogn sesslonw S

he time for the public ta
The On}/ Way to Ever-
astlﬂeg Life.” After trac-
n? th hlsto_rX of mankind’s
fall into sin and death,
the speaker concluded with
hese thou?ht-provok_mg words: “The BI-
le theme ftext for this Convention day has
heen Isaiah chapter 30, verse 21, which'says:
“Your own ears will hear a word behind you
saying: “This is the way. Walk in it, you peo-
nle,” I case you peoRIe should go to the

'|ght or in case Kou should go tothe left.”
How do we hear this voice? It'Is by listening
to God’s Word

the Holy Bible, an b;{fotllow-
nstruc-

ing the direction that our Grand
it and

tof, Jehovah God, provides through it ¢
throu?h his modern-day Christian organiza-
tion. Indeed, ,}o do this is the only Way to
everlasting lite.

Followmgi a summary of the Watchtower
study article for the week came the final
talk, entitled “KeeP On Walking in Jeho-
van's Way.” In part, it reviewed the main
points of the progi_ram. The speaker then
presented a resolution expressing determi-
nation to continue living in God’s way.
~The resolution concluded with these stir-
ring words: “We are convinced that living by
Scriptural prln(:lﬁles, counsel, and admoni-
tion makes_for the pest way of life today
and lays a fine foundation for the future, s0
that we may get a firm_hold on the real life.
Ahove all, we"make this resolution because
we Jove Jehovah God with our whole heart,
soul, mind, and strength!” All in attendance
affirmed their agreement with a resound-

Ing aye!

The Watchtower— Januar y 15,1999 9



Are ers

“PREPAI¥ ED AS IN ENSE™

“‘May my prayer beprepared as incense heforeyou. “—psaLm 1412

EHOVAH GOD commanded we must pray to him in the name of
nis prophet Moses to hav Jesus Christ. (John 16:23, 24) But
sacre mcense pre are how can we im Jorovethe Jualit f
for %se al srgel ernacle our praYers |, giving Co
f ?{ ﬁg |vn]e ormu- sideration to some Scnptural
a called orafourfod arg at examples should help us.to
IC mrét % gExodus 30:34-38) It prepare our prayergJ as in-
prove e Sweet-smelling In- cense before” Jehovah,
—Proverbs 15:8.
2 The Law covenapt into
which the natron ofIsraeI Was Offer r%ers
taken provr ded for th e burn .
Ing_ of incens xo s
097 Did t?fe sye of In ascend. to. God as sweet-
cense have special si n|f smelhn Incense, we must
cance? Yes, for the psalm [l)ra farfh Hebrews
ist sang: “May my pra er When Christian
be prepared as incense De- elgers f|nd a sgrntually
fore you [Jehovah God] SICk person receptive {0
the rarsrn P Rl ? their cn wal hemp %If
asteeenn%gzrar offer- ra er of f ||t will aet
Psalm 14172) In the hook indis ose one well.” (James 5

f Revelatlon the a ostle John describes Prayers offer din fart are [g)easrn . t0 our
those around Godsheavenly throne as hav-  heaven| y Fath er an so IS prayerful stugy

ggolden bowls full of ingense. “And,”says ~ of God’s Word, The psa mlst manlfesteda
the ins ned accﬂ Pt “the Incense eansthg fine atfltudewhen he sang: shaIIralse\aVe

%rayer ones.” (Revelation 58 Falms to your. (iommand ents fha

0, then, t eburnlng of sweet- smelllng in- loved, and” I_will concern myself with your

cense symbollzed acceptable prayers offered € UL&IIOV]S Teach me qoodn?ss sensibleness
1¥he ovah’s servants hoth dayandnrght HOWEd? EMSEIVES, 10[ IN OUfCOFﬂ

essalonians 3:10; Hebrews 5 mandments have, exercrsed faith.” (Psalm

3 Ifour prayers are to be acceptable to God, %&%ﬁe %?)a LetUs,s reergrse)farf)hjhy %omsp ')?

1 2. The burnrn%of incense symbolized what?  Ing with God’s commandments.

What sho s to ‘prepare our prayers
as mcensegf%re Q prep Prey 4. How is faith related to acceptable prayer?

10 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 15,1999
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5Suppose we lack the wisdom needed to
deal with atrial. Perhaps we are not syre that
8 Parucular Bible propheq{ IS now bemg_f_ul-
filled, Instead of allowing this to destabilize
s spmtuallx, let us pray for wisdom. (Gala-
tians 5:7,8: James 1:5-8) Ofcourse, we cannot
expect God to answer us in a spectacular way.
We need to show the sincerity of our prayers
by doing what he expects all of his people to
do. It is necessary for us to engage in faith-
building study of the Scrlﬁtures Wwith the aid
of publicatioris ;[)rowded t rough “the faith-
ful and discreet slave.” (Matthew 24:45-47;
Joshua 1.7, 8) We also need, to advance in
knowledge by participating in meetings of
GOd;f ggople on a regular basis.—Hebrews

6Today, some Christians_are pursum% in-
terests and careers suggesting that they have
|ost awareness that we are nw deep i “the
time of the end.” iDanleI 12:4) Fellow believ-
ers can well praY hat such qnes rekindle or
bolster their faith inthe Scriptural evidence
that Christ’s presence began in 1914 when Je-
hovah installed him as neavenly King and
that he is ruling in the midst ‘of his ene-
mies, éPsalm 110°1,2; Matthew 24:3) All of us
should realize that such foretold events as
the destruction of false rellngon— Babylon
the Great"—the satanic attack of Gog of Ma-
%%Jg upon Jehovah's people, and the réscuye of

ém by God the Almighty at the war of Ar-
mageddon can strike witfi startling sudden-
ness and can all occur within a comparative-
Ilyshort eriod of time, éReveIatlon 6:14,16;

8:1-5; Ezekiel 38:18-23) Sq let us pray for
God’s help to stay awake spiritually. May all
of s pray earnestly for the sanctification of
Jehovah’s name, for his Kingdom to come,

g. Wh%llshofuld Wﬁ d(idif welllack v%istdong? t
. (a us should realize what about our
)and tﬂ_e fsulfil?ment of B'hble proWJecies?
I adq]mon {0 prawmg for(tj e sanctification
Jehovah’s name, what should we do?

and for his will to be done on earth as it.is
In heaven. Yes, may we continue to exercise
faith and give evidence that our prayers are
sincere. S atthew 6:9,_102 Indeed, may all
who love Jehovan seek first the Kingdont ang
his righteousness and. have the greatest pos-
sible Share In preaching the good news be-
fore the end comes.—Matthew 6:33; 24:14.

Praise and Thank Jehovah

[ Animportant way to ‘prepare our prayers
85 Incensg’ Is bY expressing heartfelt praisé
and gratitude to God. King David offered
sucha prayer when he and the people of Isra-
el contribated toward the construction of Je-
hovah’s temple. David prayed: “Blessed may
You be, 0 Jehovah the Gad of Israel our fa-
ther, from time indefinite even to time indef-
inite. Yours, 0 Jehovah, are the greatness
and the mightiness and the beauty and the
excellency and the dignity; for everything in
the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours
I the kingdom, 0 Jehovah, the One alsg lift-
Ing Yourself up as head over all. The riches
and the glory are on account of you, and you
are dominating everyth_ln%; and 1nyour hand
there are power and'mjghtiness, and in yqur
hand Is ability to make 8reat and to give
strength to all. And now, 0 our God, weare

7. What impresses you about David’s prayer re-
corded In pa?t at lg%ronll)cles 29:10-13% Y

In Our Next Issue
The Price of Pride— How High?
The Great Potter and His Work

"Jehovah" or "Yahweh"?
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thanking you and praising your
beauteous name.”—1 Chronicles
29:10-13.

8What heautiful expres
srons of praise and thankful-
ness! Our prayers may not
be as eloquent, but they
can he just as_heartfelt:

The book of Psalms Is
frIIed with prayers of
thanks and praise. Choic
words of praise are foun

n Psalms 148 éo 150.
Gratrtude to God is ex-
presse in many psalms.

One thrng have asked
from Jen ova san
vid. “It is what Isa Ioo
for tha | may dwell in the

use ofJehovah IIWe daey

m lite, to eo |€as-
antness of Jehovah and to look
wrt ¥ porecratron upon his tern

salm Let us act in

armony with such prayers by partic-
| atrng zealously in all°the actjvities of Je-
hova scongre ated throngs. (Psalm 26:12
Daing this and meditating on” God’s Wor
daily will give us many redsons to apProach
Jehovah with heartfelt praise and gratitude

Humbly Seek Jehovah’s Help

OIf we are serving Jehovah wholeheart-

edI% as his Witnesses, we can be sure that
he hears.our prayers for help. (Isajah 43:10-
12) Con?| er King Asa of Ju ah T efrrstl
ears of his 41-Vear rer é)

arked by peace. Then Ju ahwas "h
vae yamr l0n-man army under Zera
the Ethiopian. Though greatly outnumbered,
o %&aVY nat wards Bfr el '“rff s 4810 t50
se trwe ts expr ssed at Psalht 27:4, what er

9 How did King Asa pray, and with what result?
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Like King Jehoshaphat, at times
we may need to pray: 'We do
not know what we ought to do,
but our eyes are toward
you,Jehovah'

Asa and hrs men went out
tto meet the |nva?1ers Be-
e e DU, daerer
S v
ackn%we ed Jehoytahs

PowetrOr eTlrver '”09
sar U on you we @0

lean. and In your name
we have come dgainst this
crowd. O Jehovah, you
m are our God. Do not Iet
martal man retarnstren%
agamst you.” Total vict
resu ted as Jebovah saved Ju-
! saeofh reat
name ronicles 1
Whether god de IVers us rom 21
trial or strengthens us to endure it,
there 1s no rﬂuestron that he hears our pleas
for his assrs ance
0 If we do not kno%/ how deal with
a certal n Hsrs We can be conr ent that
%hov hear our petitions or he
|swas| lustrated |n edaso uebn
King e os a% at, W ose ear reign
gan In9 When Jud a wast reat
ned by Jhe oombrned forces of Moah,
mon, and the mountainous re |o o Serr
Je oshacphat LE)Aeaded “0 ou

r]ot exe uteé gme tu on or|
there IS no power before hrs ar row t
Lscomr against Uﬁ and we ou se ves onot
now e ought to do, hut ou ees are

war ehdval answere t
e pra;yr frgh?rng I}or Judah by strr |ng

0 e e
pﬁrat proven i/rv)fua] brey J



the enemy ranks with confusion so
that they sIaurI;htered one angth-
er. As g resylt, the surround-
Ing nations became fearful,
and peace prevailed in Ju
dah. (2 Chronicles 20:1-30)
When we lack the wisdom
needed to meet a Crisis,
Irke Jehoshaphat we can
ray. ‘We do not know
What we ought to do, but
our eyes aré toward you,
Jehovah.” The holy spir-
It ma}/ cause s tg recall
Scriptural points needed
to solve the problem, or
God may help us in a way
that surpasses human rea-
soning.—Romans 8:26, 27
1\We may have to perse-
vere in prayer for God’s help
Nehemial mourned, w e%t
fasted, and prayed for days about
erusalems riined wall and the
Eerate plrght of Judahs inhabit
ants. (Nehemiah 1) His prayers evi-
dently ascended to God ike sweet-smelling
rncense One day Persian King Artaxerxes
asked dejected Nehemiah: “What is this that
you are ‘seeking to secure?” “At once,’
Rorts Nehemiah, “I prayed to the God of the
eavens.” That short and silent prayer was
answered, for Nehemiah Was ermrtted to

fulfill his heart’s, desire b (Ygorng to Jeru-

salem to rebuild its ruined wall.—Nehemi-

ah 2:1-8

L et Jesus Teach You How to Pray
DOfall the E)rayers recorded. in the Scrip-
tures especially “instructive is the model

11, What can we learn about prayer from Nehe-
mi hs actions In connection with Jerusalem’s

12a In gour own words how woulg )(ou summa-
rize thé main points of Jesus” model prayer?

Do you pray in harmony
with Jesus' model prayer?

pra er rPresented as sweet-
|ncense y Jesus

rrqt Lukes 0s-

' Ace tarn one of Je-
sus"[éhscrpes said to him:
teach us how to

Pray, jUSt as John aso

% he Salglsmﬁtl

‘Whenever you pray, say,
Father, let your name be
sanctified. L&t your king-
dom come, GIve us odr
bread f%r the day accqrd-
to the day’s require-
met And forgrveu our
srns for we ourselves also

orgrve evexgg that rs In

debt™to us; and do not b rrn

us. into emgtatron SLUke

1-&: Matthew £:9-13) Let us consid-

er this prayer, not meant to be recited

but intended'to serve 85 a quide. §

at er] yourn me pe sanctifi e

A ressrn % o&/ as Father 1S a specl
Hrrvrle IS dedicated ser}/aﬁs As chi

ren read lX ﬁgroachgmercr atherwrt

ialy onc? shoul tt)en time In reu
nified and_ reverential er to

SPsa 103:13 14% C%ur ga ers s Tr ect
concer%abou an trfrcatron of Jeho

ﬂ 'S name because Bgto Eeertcearedo

the reproac that as ed upon it

(31‘86{1 Z_‘éve ovan sgameto e sef apart

%re —Psalm 5:11: 633,
7¢ |e

Let'your krn?dom come.” The King-
dom is the rulership of Jehovah expressed

i i o o i, Sl
é hatdoesrtme to pray, “Let your king-
om come™?
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through the heavenly Messianic government
in the' hands of his”Son and JeSus’ associ-
ated “holy ones.” (Daniel 7:13, 14,18, 27
Revelation 20:6) It will soon “come” a?amsf
all earthly opposers of God’s sovereignty, re
moving them from the scene, (Daniel 2:44)
Then the will_of Jehovah will be done on
earth, evenasit s in heaven. (Matthew 6:10)
What joy that will brm% to all creatures loy-
ally serving the Universal Sovereign!

_ “GIY]EU our bread for the day accord-
Ing to the day’s requirement.” Asking Je-
hovah for food “for the day” indicatesthat
we do pot request rovisions in great apun-
dance_but only our daily needs. Though we
trust in God to provide, We also work and use
whatever proper.means are available to us
In order_to obtain food and other necessi-
ties. (2 Thessalonjans 3:7-10) Of course, we
should thank our heavenly Provider because
his love, wisdom, and Eower are behind these
prov‘|3|ons._—Acfs 14:15-17.

B Forgive us our .

also forgive everyone that is in debt to us.
Since we are imperfect and sinful, we can-

15, _Askinngehovah for “our bread for the day”
Indicates what? _
16. How can we receive God’s forgiveness?

How Would You Answer?

O Why should we offer prayers in
faith?

O What role should praise and thanks
play in our prayers?

O Why can we confidently seek Jeho-
vah's help in prayer?

O What are some main points of the
model prayer?

O How can we work in harmony with
our prayers?
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s forlove

not fully measure up to Jehovah’s R_erfect
standards. Hence, weneed to pray for his for-
Iveness on the basis of Jesus’ ransom sacri-
ice, But if we want the “Hearer of prayer”to
apply the merit of that sacrifice to our sins,
we must be repentant and willing to receive
whatever discipline he gives us. (Psalm 65:2;
Romans 5:8; 6:23; Hebirews 12:4-11) Mare-
OVEr, We can expect to be forgwen by God
only.if we “have forgiven our d&btors,” those
sinning against us.—Matthew 6:12, 14, 15.

I*Do not bring us into temptation.” The
Bible sometimes™says that Jehovah does
things when he is mérely Permlttm them.
(Ruth 1:20,21) God does not tempt us'to com-
mit sin. (James 1:13) Temptations to do evil
originate with the Dévil, our sinful flesh, and
thiS world. Satan_is the Tempter who tries
to maneuver us into sinning against God.
(Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians “3:5) When
we make the request, “Do not bring' us into
temptation,” we are asking God not to al-
Jfoefaeswhen we are tempted to dis-
obey him. He can guide us so that we do not
succumb and are fiot overreached b{ Satan,
“the wicked one."—Matthew 6:13; 1 Corin-
thians 10:13,

Work in Harmony With Your Prayers

BJesus’ model prayer covered principal
Eomts, but we can pray about any matter.
or example, we may pray about our desire
for a ha%Py marriage. To'maintain chastltr
until wealock, we may pray for self-control.
But then let us work™in harmony with our
prayers by avoiding immoral literature and
entertainment. Lef'us also be determined to
‘marry only inthe Lord.’(1 Corinthians 7:39;
Deuteronomﬁ 7:3. 4) Oncé married, we will
need to work i harmony with our prayers

17. What is meant by the words, “Do not bring
us into temptation™?

18, How_can we work in harmo ith, our
prayers for a happy marr{;ge anna Pa¥n i\ivy er?



forhaﬁpmess_bg applying God's counsel. And  our schedule. What if we desire to take up
If we nave children, it i$ ot enough to pray  the full-time Ereachmg Work as a pioneer
that they will be faithful servanfS of Jeho-  Then let us take steps in harmony with our
vah, We must do al| we can to inculcate God's Pra ers by increasing our preaching, activi-
truths in their minds t_hrough_BLbIe stud?/ nd b sharln% In"the ministry With pio-
and by_re%ularly attendmg hristian meet-  neers. T_kmg such steps will show that we
Ings With them —Deuteronomy 6:5-9; 31:12;  are working In harmony with our r_a%ers.
Proverbs 226. _ . D Ifweare serving Jehovah faithfully, we
0 _Arewe praying for blessings in the min-can be confident that he will answer olr
istry? Then let usact’in harmony with such  prayers that are_in_harmony with his will.
&r_a}%/ers by havmgameanm?ful Shareinthe (1 Jopn 5:14, 15) Surely, beneficial points

| ?dqm-preach ng work. ITwe pra¥ forop-  Nave been gleaned fron’ an examination of
Por unities to help others to get onthe path  some of thé prayers recorded In the Bible.
oeverlastmg life, we need tokeep goodreg-  Qur next article will consider other Scriptur-
ords of intergsted ones and_pe W|Il|ng to fit  al quidelines for those desiring to ‘prepare
the conducting of home Bible studiés into  thelr prayers as incense before Jehovah.

19. What should we do if we are praying about 2% Ihe next article will give consideration to
our ministry? what'

loval hands

N PRAYER

“l desire thatin every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands,
apartfrom’ wrath and debates.”"— rmoHy 2s.

EHOVAH exPects his people_to be loyal %eople in prayer at congregation meetings?
to him and to one another. The apostle ~ Only holy, righteous, Teverent men who
Paul linked loyalty with prayer when  caréfully"observed all Scriptural duties to-
he wrote: “I desire that in everY place the ward God. (Ecclesiastes 12:13,14) They had
men carry on prayer, lifting up Io¥a hands,  to be spiritually and morally clean and un-
apart from wrath and debates.” (1 Timothy ~ questionably devoted to Jehovah God.
2:8) Apparently, Paul was referring to pub- 2 Especially should congregation elders
lic ?rayer “in évery place” where Christians  Tift up loyal hands in Erayer. Their heart-
met together. Who were to represent God’s }‘gbta H{la}/()eré Otgrgnu rp]elssyhse r%htgsgvg%phaey
L 2, (&) How does 1 Timothy 2:8 apply.to praver hates and outbursts of wrath. Actually, an
%'gi'rfgidje?gova%s i o W P man privileged to represent the Chistiah

Lift u

THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 15, 1999 15



congregation.in public pr%yer should be free
from wrath, ill will, and disloyalty to Jeho-
vah and his organization. (James 1:19, 20
What further Biblical quidelines are there
for those who are pnwleged to represent
others in Publ_lc prayer? And what are some
Scriptural principlés that we should apply
inour private and family prayers?

Give Prayer Advance Thought

. 3If we have been asked to pray publicly,
likely we will be able to give dur. prayer
at léast some advance thought. Doing this
may enable us to cover a_pproimate impor-
tant matters without saying a _en%thy, ram-
bling prager. Of course,‘our private prayers
can also_be vocalized. They may be of any
length. Jesus spent an entire night praying
before he chose his 12 apostles. When he in-
stituted the Memorial of his death, however,
his rayers over the bread and wine were ap-
%ar ntly rather brief. (Mark 14:22-24: L uke
:12-16) And we know that even Jesus’ short

prayers were completely acceptable to God.
4Suppose we are anneged to represent
a family in pra¥e_r efore"a meal. Such a
prayer could be Tairly short—but whatever
I said should include an expression of grat-
itude for the food. If we are praymgi_pu lic-
before or after a Christian meeting, we
do not need. to offer a long prayer cover-
ing many points. Jesus criticized the scribes
who ‘made long prayers for a Pretext.’ (Luke
20:46, 47) Never would a godly person want
to do that. At times, though, a somewhat
longer public prayer may e appropriate.
Forinstance, an eltler chosen tq say the final
Prayer at an assembly should give it advance
houfqht and may desire to mention several
points. Yet, even'such a prayer should not be

of excessive length.
3, 4. (a) Why is it beneficial to give public
g BTt o s Senf
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Approach God With Reverence

5When praying publicly we should re-
member that we are nof addressing hu-
mans. Rather, we are sinful_creatures peti-
tioning the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. (Psalm
8:3-5, 9; 73:28) We should therefore mani-
fest reverential fear of displeasing him by
what we say and how we express it. (Prov-
erbs 1.7) The psalmist David san?: “As
for me, In the abundance of your ovmq-
kindness I shall come into your house, 1 shall
bow down toward your holy temple in fear
ofyou,” (Psalm 5:7) If we have that attjtude,
hoiw wil] we express ourselves when asked to
pray publicly at a meeting of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses? Well, if we were speakln(I; to a hu-
man king, we would do so respectfully and
with dlgnlt}/_. Should not our prayers be even
more dignitied and respectful, Since we are
praying to Jehovah, the “King of eternity™
(Revelation 15:3) S0 when praying we would
avoid such statements as, “Good morning,
Jehovah,” “We send you our love,” or, “Have
anice day.” The Scriptures show that God’s
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, never ad-
dressed his heavenly Father in that way.

6Paul said: “Let us . . . approach with
freeness of speech to the throne of un-
deserved kmdness.”_gHebrews 4:16? We can
approach Jehovah with “freeness of speech”
in_spite of our sinful state because of our
faith in the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
(Acts 10:42, 43: 20:20, 21) Yet, such “free-
ness of speech” does not mean that we
are chatting with God; nor should we say
disrespectful things to him. If our public
prayers are to please Jehovah, they must be
offered with proper respect and dignity, and

D. (:8 hat s’& uld we bear in mind when pray-
? .
%?’%Wtﬁl? I%éh lgr;Nhy pra)./ In a.d(;gm:ed andrre
. What should we pear in mi en we_ ‘ap-
proach the throne otb undeservea ledness’? P



it would be inappropriate to use
them to, make announcements,
counsel individuals, or lecture
an audience.
Pray Wjth .
a Huma}gle §p|r|t
. TWhether we are pray-
ing_publicly or_privately,
an_ important Scriptyral
principle to keep in mind
IS that we should, dis-
play a humble attitude
In our prayers. (2 Chron-
icles 7:13,14) King Solo-
mon manifested Aumili-
ty in his public prayer
at the dedication of Jeho-
vah’s temﬁle in Jerusalem,
Solomon had just complet-
ed one of the'most magnif-
icent buildings ever con-
structed on the earth. Yet, he
unbly prayed: “Will God tru-
ly dwell upon the earth? Look! The
fieavens, yes, the heaven of the heavens,
themselves cannot contain you: how much
less, then, this house that’ | have built!”
—1Kings 8:27.
8Like Solomon, we should e humble when
representing others in_public prayer. Al-
though we “should avoid sounding™ sancti-
monious, humility can be shown by our
tone_of voice. Humble_pra¥ers are not’hom-
bastic or melodramatic. They draw atten-
tion, not to the person praying, but to the
One addressed. EMatthew :5) Humility is
also shown by what we say in’prayer. If we
pray humbly, we will not sound as t_ough We
are”demanding that God do certain things

7. How did Solomon manifest humility when
rawng at the dedication of Jehovah's t mﬁle?
. B?t are some ways that humility is shown

In public prayer?

King Solomon manifested humility in
his public prayer at the dedication
of Jehovah's temple

our way. Rather, we will
petition Jehovah to act in
a manner that harmonjz-
es with his sacred will
The psalmist exemplified
the proper attitude when
he pleaded: “Ah, now, Je-
hovah, do save, please!
Ah, now, Jehovah, do
grant success, please!”
9—15’13alm 118:25; Luke 18:

9Pray From the Heart

If our public or

prayers are to please Jehovah,
they must come from the heart.
Thus, we will not merely repeat a
_ prarer formula over and over‘again
without thinking about what we"are
saying. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
counseled: “When praying, do not say the
same thmqs over and over again, just as the
people of the nations do, for they [mistak-
enly] imagine they will get a hearing for
their use of many words,” Put another way,
Jesus said: “Do riot habble words; do not ut-
tert empty repetitions.”—Matthew 6:7; foot-
note,
D Of course, we may need to, rﬁJra¥ about
the same matter time "and again. That
would not be wrong because Jésus urged:
Keep on asking, and it will be given you;
keep on seeking, and you will find; Keep

9. What fine counsel g|ven,b¥)Jesus,|s found at
Matthew 67, and how"can it he applied?

10. Why would 1t be Rro er to pray about the
same matter more than once?
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Like Hannah, you can draw
comfort from prayer

and it will
'to you.

on knocking,
be ohene
(Matthew 7:7) Per
ha s there |s a nee
a new mJg
HaII because Jeho
vah is oros pering
the loca preachm
work. (Ilsa|ah 60:2
It would be proper
to keep on mentlon
ing this nee twhen
raying privately or
\F/)vhe/n gft%nn d’b lic
pragers at meettnds
of Jehovah’s people
Doing so would not
mean'that we were ‘ut-
tering empty repeti-
tions.

Gratltunde and Praise
Many people pray only to
ask for something, but ‘our love

for Jehovah God “should move, us to
give him thanks and praise in both pri-
vate and Rubhc prayer. “Do not be anxious
or\]/er aQ ythin dte au i ut I|n evergh
ing by pra eran supplication along wi
than s%nrl)lna let ¥oup ppet?tlons begma e
known 0 God: and the peace of Godthat ex-
cels all thought will guard your hearts and
your mental nowers By means_ of Christ Je-
sus.” (Philippians 4:6,"7) Yes, in addition to
supplications and petitions, we should ex-

%%d H%vrlcd%er%y%hdmmans 4:6, 7 apply to private
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press thankfulness to

Jehovah for spiritu-

al and_material bless-

ings. fProverbs 10:22)

The psalmist sang “Offer

thanksgiving a Your sacri-

flce to God, an pae( 0the Most

your vows.” (Psalm 50:14)

And a Pra erful melody of David | |n-
cluded these ouchtng words: ™| wil] praise
the name of God with song, and I will ma8
nify him with thanksgiving.” (Psalm 69:30)
Should we not do the Same in public and pri-

vate prag

) egarding God, the psalmlst sang.
Come |nto his ates with thank sgzlvmg
into_his courtyards with praise. Give thanks
to him, bless his name. For Jehovah is good;

ow js Psalm 100:4, 5 being fulfilleql today,
&nd El)r W at can we therefore tﬂanlt( pra%e



his loving-kindness is to time ingdefinite,
and his falthfulness to generatjon after gen-
eration.” (Psalm 100:4,"5) Today, peoplé of
all nations are entering the courtyards of
Jehovah’s sanctuary, and for this"we can
ive.him praise and thanks. Do you express
ratitude to God for the local Kingdom Hall
N demonsgrate¥oura reciation b re%u-
arly assembling there With those who love
him? While there, da you heartily raise your
vomT In songs of praise ﬁnd thankfulness to
our loving feavenly Father?

Never Feel Ashamed to Pray
B Even if we feel unworthy because
uilt, we should turn to God in eafnest suE-
gllcahon_. When the Jews sinned bg tak-
mg oreign wives, Ezra knelt, sFre d out
his loyal palms to God, and humbly prayed:
0 my God, | do feel ashamed and empar-
rassed to raise my face to Kou, 0 m¥_ God
for our errors themselves have multiplied
over our head and our guiltiness has grown
great even {o the heavens. From the days
f our forefathers. we have been in great
%%umﬁess until this day ... An aftgr %II
at has come upon us for our bad deeds
and our gr ahgmltmess—for gou yourself,
0 our Goa, ndve underestimated” our er-
ror, and you have given us those who have
escaped such as these—shall we go break-
mg your commandments again an formmg
m ma%e alliances with thé peoples of thes
detestable things? Will you not get incensed
at us to the linfit so that there Will be nong
remamm? and none escaping? 0 Jenovah
the God of Israel, you are righteous, because
we have been left over as aB %scaped neople
as at this day. Here we are pefore you'in our
?untmess, for it is impossible to“stand be-
ore you on account of this."—Ezra 9:1-15;
Deutéronomy 733, 4.

3. What ?.cri tHraI e amgle. shows that we
su Ie[;ova even if we Teel unwor-

thy hecaLhe OF gult

UToreceive God’s forgiveness, confession
to him must be coupled with contrition and
“fruits that befit repentance.” (Luke 3;
Job 42:1-6; Isajah 66:2) In Ezra’s day, a re-
Pentant attitude was accompanied by an ef-
ort_to right the wrong&y dlsm|ssmg the
foreign wives. §Ezra 10:44: compare 2 Co-
rinthians 7:8-13) If we are seeking God’s
forglveness for serious wrongdoing; let us
make confession in humble prayer and pro-
duce fruits befitting. repentance. A repen-
tant spirit and a deSire to right the wrong
would also move us to seek the spiritual help

ofof Christian elders.—James 5:13-15.

Draw Comfort From Prayer

BWhen our heart is in pain for some rea-
son, we_can find comfort in prayer. (Psalm
51:17: Proverbs 15:13) Loyal Hannah did.
She lived when large” families were com-
mon in lsrael, but She had borne no chil-
dren. Her hushand, Elkanah, had sons and
daughters by his other wife, Peninnah, who
taurited Hannah for being barren. Hannah
prayed earnestly and promised that if she
was blessed with a son, ‘she would give him
to Jehovah all the days of his life.” Comfort-
ed by her prayer and by the words of High
Priest Eli, Hannah “became self-concerngd
no more.” She gave birth to a boy whom she
named Samuel; Later, she turnéd him over
for service at Jehovah's sanctuary. (1 Sam-
uel 1:9-28) Grateful for God’s kindness fo-
ward her, she offered a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing—one that lauded Jehovah as the one
without equal. (L Samuel 2:1-10) Like Han-
nah, we can draw comfort from prayer, con-
fident that God answers all requésts that
harmonize with his will. When we pour out
our heart to him, let us be “self-concerned

14, As demonstrated in Ezra’s draoy what is re-
uired in order to receive God’s Torgiveness?

) HO\(I}I does Hannah'’s exrgenences ow that we
can find comfort in prayer
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no more,” for he will remove our burden or
will enable us to bear it.—Psalm 55:22.

hovah did “deal well” with Jacob on that
0ccasion.,

B If asituation causes fear, Painofheart, During our supplications, we may be

or anxiety, let us not fail to turn to God for
comfort in prayer. (Psalm 55:1-4) Jacob was
fearful when about to meet his estranged
brother, Esau. Yet, Jacoh prayed; “0 Goq of
my father Abraham and God of my father
Isaac, 0 Jehovah, you who are saying to me,
Return to your land and to your relatives
and | will deal well with you.” I am unwor-
thy of all the Iovm?-km nesses and of all
the faithfulness that you have exercised to-
ward your servant, for with but my staff |
crossed this Jordan and now | have become
two camps. Deliver me, | pray you, from my
brother’s hand, from Esau’s hand, because
am afraid of him that he may come ang
certainly assault me, mother together with
children. And you, you have said, ‘Unques-
tionably I shall"deal well with you and ['wil
constitute your seed like the grains of sand
of the sea, which cannot be numbered for
multitude.”” (Genesis 32:9-12) Esau did not
assault Jacob and his entourage. Thus Je-

16. As illustrated #'n J?C?b’s case, wh7y should we
pray when we are fearful or anxious’

How Would You Answer?

0O Of what benefit is it to give public
prayer advance thought?

O Why should we pray in a respectful
and dignified manner?

O What spirit should we display when
praying?

O When praying, why should we
remember thanks and praise?

O How does the Bible show that we
can draw comfort from prayer?
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comforted Krecallmg things said in God’s
Word. In the longeSt psalm—a beauti-
ful prayer set to music—it ‘[natl]y have been
Prince Hezekiah who sang: “I Have remem-
bered your Judlual decisions from time in-
definite, 0 Jehovah, and | find comfort for
myself.” (Psalm 119:52) In humble prayer
when we are sorely tried, we may recall a
Bible principle or law that can felp us,to
PUrSUe a course resultm([] In the comforting
assurance that we are pleasing our heaven-
ly Father.

Loyal Ones Persevere in Prayer

BAIl who are loyal to Jehovah God will
“%ersevere in prayer.” (Romans 12;12) In the
32nd Psalm, possibly composed after David
sinned with Bath-sheha, ‘e, described his
agon¥ for failing to seek forgiveness and the
rélief that repentance and confession to God
brou?ht him. Then David sang: “On this ac-
count [because Jehovah’s pardon is availabje
to truly repentant ones] every loyal one will
BW t0 you at such 4 time ofly as you may

e found."—Psalm 326.  ~

BIf we cherish our relationship with Je-
hovah God, we will pray for his mercy on the
basis of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. In faith
we can approach the throne of undeserved
kindness with freeness of sBeech to optain
mercy and timely help. (Hebrews 4:16} But
there” are so many. reasons for prayer! L et
us therefore ra)( incessantly”—offen with
words of heartfelt praise_and gratitude to
God. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Day and night,
let us'ift up loyal hands in praier.

17. In keeping with Psalm 119:52, how m
rr_akgg)r Erle#g %s comfort when we  are sore{w

lée Why cap it be said that ‘every loyal one will
Rr%\}% G% ? : :
9."Why should we lift up loyal hands in prayer?



Do Others Accept
"Your Counsel?

00D counsel given properly always gets fine results. Right?
Wrong! Even gxcellent counsel given gcapable counselors is
my Often‘ignored or rejected.—Proverbs 29:19,
hapgened when Jehovah counseled Cain, who had developed a
hatted for his brother, Abel, (Genesis 4:3-5). Knowing
the danger this posed for Cain, God said to him: “Why
are you ot with anger and why has _Your countenance
fallen? If you turn to doing qood, will there not be an
exaltation? But if you do ndtturn to doing good, there
IS sin crouching at'the entrance, and for you'is its crav-
ing; and will you, for your part, get the' mastery over
it7”—Genesis 46, 7. -
Jehovah thus likened sin to a predator waiting to
pounce on Cain If he persisted in nursing a grudge
against his brother. C_omPare James 1.14°15.) There
was still time for Cain to change his attitude, to
“turn to_doing good” instead of pursuing a calamifous
course. Sadly, Cain_did not take heed. He rejected Je-
hovah’s counsel, with dire consequences.
Some resent and _reg)ect any kind of counsel. (Prov-
erhs 1:22-30) Could it be that It is the counselor’s fault
that the counsel Is rejected? (lJob 38:2) Doyou who give
counsel make it difficult for others to accept it? Human
imperfection makes that a real danger, But you can minimize the pos-
sibility of having that ha ?en by carefully following Bible principles.
Let us consider Several of them.

‘Readjust in a Spirit of Mildness’ _

“Brothers, even hhoH h a man takes some false step before he is
aware of it, you wno nave spiritual quallflc%tLonst to read&ust
SUG Tam ninaspirito mll) ness, asgg,u each keep a e]yeon Ur-
self, for fear you also may be tempted,” (Galatians 6:1) The apostle
Paul thus Pomted_ out that_ those having “spiritual qualifications”
should try to readjust a Christian who ‘“takes some false step hefore
he is aware of it.” Sometimes it seems that those least qualified to do
S0 are most Inclined to give advice. Hence, do not be too quick to
counsel others. (Proverbs 10:19; James 1:19; 3:1) It is primarily the
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food" your counsel
should be
wholesome

22 The Watchtower— Janua

congreganon elders who are sp|r|tuallc){ qualified tg do this. Of course,
an w] tllnrr]eocgﬂatgran should"sound & warning If he sees a brother

fyou do offer advice or counsel, be sure to base what you say on
%odl wisdom, not on human theones and ph|Io hles Colos lans
8) Be like the careful cook who mae s sure tha ingredients
used are wholesome and free_of anything that mig e 0|sonous
Make sure that your counsel is_firnil b ed on Go dsWor and not
S|mply on personal op|n|0n (2 Tlmoty3 16, 17) By doing this, you

can hé sur Your counsel will not harm anyone
The objective of the counsel is to “readjust” the erring one, not to
force unW|II|n(‘; change. The Greek word rendered “r
adjust” is related to a term that pertains to the reset
tlnrgo a dislocated bone.in order to prevent fyrther
age. According to lexicograpner W. E. Vine, it also

%ﬂests “the necessny for patience and perseverance
inthe process.” Imagine the gentleness and skill re-

yired fo avoid inflicting unnecessary physical pain.

Imilarly, a counselor needs fo exercise great care so
as 10 avoid hurting the one being counseled. This is dif-
ficult enough when someone réquests counsel. When
Your counsel is not requested, even greater skill and
act are required.

You certainly will not * readgust anyane if you alien-
ate him. Toavoid doing this, bear in mind the need to
display “the tender affections of compassmn klndness
lowliness of mind, mildness, and_ long-syff enng
lossiang 3:12) If a doctor Is impatient and.unne essan
ly rough, the patient may ignore his advice and never
return for neecled treatntent,

Thgs does not mean thaﬁ c(? Hsel should lack firmness. Jehsus Christ
was firm when he counseled t eseven congregations |nt e district
of Asia. (Revelation 1:4; 3:1-22) He gave them somevery direct coun-
sel that they needed to hear and apply. But Jesus’ firmness was al-
ways balanced with such qualities as comPassmn and Kindness, re-
ercthq the Toving spirit of his heavenly Father.—Psalm 23:1-6; John

‘ Counsel With Graciousness

Letyour ugterance be always with graciousness, season%d with
salt, S0'as to know how you ought to give an answer o each one.
(Cofossmns 4:6) Salt can enhance 'the flavor of food, makln]g It aﬂpea

Ing. If your cotnsel s to be palatable, it must be presented “wit
ciousnéss, seasoned with salt.” Even with the best of |ngred|ents

ry is, 1999



however, food can be prepared badly or be thrown on a plate in an un-
attractive heap. That does not improve anyone’s appetite. In fact, it
m%be hard to swallow even one unpalatable mouthful.
hen grvrng counsl, it is important to chooge the right words. The

wise man” Solomon said: “As ap les of gold in silver carvings s a word
spoken at the right fime forit.” (Proverbs 25:11) He may well have
had in mind a beautifully engraved silver container with exquisitely
carved gold apples on it. How pleasing that would be to the eye, and
how much you would apprecrate recervrn[g itasa grftI In the same way,
well-chosen, gracious words can have strong appeal to a person you
are tryrn? {0 assist —Ecclesiastes 12:9, 10

In Confrast, “a word causing pain makes anger to
come up,” (Proverbs 15:1) Bad|y chosen words can eas-
ily result n pain and anger instead of gratitude. In
fact, not just ill-chosen words but the wrong tone of
Voice maé cause a person to re‘Jlect essentially good
counsel iving counsel in a tactless, insensitive way
can he as amagrn as attacking someone with a weap-
on, “There exiSts the one speaking thoughtlessly as
with the stabs of a sword,” Says Proverbs 12:18.
speak thoughtlessly and make'1t difficult for someone
to listen to “counser?’—Proverbs 12:15.

As Solomon said, a word of counsel should be “s ?
ken at the right time for it.” Timing is 5o important if
counsel is going to be successful! It is obvious that food
may not be appreciated by someone who has lost his
appetite, Perhaps he has recently had a large meal, or
he'may be sick. Force-feeding someone who does not
want {0 eat is neither wise nor acceptable.

Vlake Counsel Wrth Lnowléne%s %freMmdd i tgffgli’““%' om
utl 1 | | u |n as
Eerrltrt]mUﬁnes gror%Hto é gtrsm but vvrt Fovr(lrness o? Fgcons?d apples of gold in

ers age SUperior to you, keeping an eye, not |r] silver carvings?
Fers na |nter stu 0? {Hstg ur own atters Ut also irf persona
nterest qunt thers.’ Phr ippians 224 Ionu are a
\%/O?F cqunselor, you erl emotrvaé ersonal inferest” in the
bein %fohers You will also display “lowliness of mind™ when
dealing wit rrrtua brothers and sisters, considering others supe-
rior to ou. W at does that mean?

Low Iness of mrnd wil] £ revent you from adoptrneg a sugerror atti-
tude or tone. None of us vea basls orfeelrn? superior to fellow be-
lievers. Every one of us falls short from time to time. Since you can-
not read the heart, it is especially important not to judge the'motives
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of the one you counsel. He may be innocent of any bad motive and un-
aware of any wrong attitude_or actions, Even if fie is somewhat aware
that he is out of step with God s_re_(iu_wements, no doubt he will find
It much easier to accept counsel if it is given humbly with a genuine
interest in his spiritual welfare, o
Imagine how you would feel if ¥ou were invited to a meal but your
host treated you in a cold, disdaintul manner! You certainly would not
enjoy the meal. Indeed “better s a dish of vegetahles where there Is
love than a manger-fed bull and hatred ann%_w_lth it.” (Proverbs 15:
17) Likewise, even the best counsel can be difficult to accept If the
counselor manifests a dislike for the one he is counsehn? or belittles
and embarrasses him. However, love, mutual resPect,
and trust will make counsel easier to give and to take.
—Colossians 3:14.

Counsel That Was Accepted

The prthet Nathan showed lowliness of mind when
he counseled. Klng David. Love and respect for David
was evident in what Nathan said and did. Nathan be-
gan with an_ illustration that took into account the
Posslble dlfflcuItY that David might have had in lis-
emng to counsel. I(2 Samuel 12:1-4) The Rrophet ap-
pealedl to David’s love of justice and righteousness,
Bven thougél It had not been in evidence in his actions
mv_oIvmq ath-sheba. (2 Samuel 11:2-27) When the
point of the illustration was pressed, David’s heartfelt
reaction was: “ have sinned against Jehovah.” (2 Sam-
uel 12:7-_13?1Unllke Cain, who did not listen to Jeho-

vah, David humbly accepted correction.
~No doubt Jehovah _Emded Nathan, taking into ac-
The prophet Nathan  count David’s imperfection and the likelihood that he could react un-
oo Ghpeald to favorably. Nathan proceeded with great tact and obviously considered

David's love of

justice and David superior because of David's position as Jehovah’s appointed
righteousness king. If you are in a position of some authority, you m|_?ht ?lve_prop-
er counsel, but it could be hard to accept it if you failed to display

|lowliness of mind. o N _

Nathan readjusted David in a spirit of mildness. The prophet’s
words were gracious and caref_uIIK, prepared so that David could re-
spond in a way that would be in his own best interests. Nathan was
not motivated by personal interest, nor did he try to assume moral or
spiritual superiority over David., What a fine example of saying the
right words in a fifting way! If you display a similar spirit, it is far
more likely that others will' accept your counsel.
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THE ORAL LAW

Why Was It Put in Writing?

accept Jesus as the e53|a

HY did many flrst century Jews fail to
One e
anness rep orts “After [Jesus] wgnt

vah the|r God was hoIX LeVItICUS 1144
n der the Law coyenant, worship of eo
vah involved sacrifices offered by a desig-

into the temPe the chlef priests and theated priesthood. There was to be a central

older men ¢
while he was teachmﬁ and sald: ‘Bywhat au-
thority do you do these things? And who
Pave you this authority?™” ( atthew 21.23
n their eyes, the Almighty had given th

Jewish nation the Torah (lLaW) and it_gave
certain men God- ?lven authority. Did J&sus
have such authority?

Jesus showed the utmost respect for the

Torah and for those to whom It 8ranted
%enU|ne authonty (Matthew 5:17-20; Luke
But’ he fre%uentlra[/] denounced
those who oversteo the commandments

od. (Matthew 15:3-9; 23:2-28) Such men
followed traditions that_ came to be known
as the oral law. Jesus reﬁected Its auth ontx
In turn, many rejected him as the Messi
They beljeved that only someone supporting
the traditions of those in authority among
them could have Goa’s hacking.

Where did this oral law or|g|nate7 How
did Jews come to view i as avmg authori-
ty equal to the written Law recorded in the

criptures? And if if was meant to be an oral
tradition_why was it eventually put in writ-
ten form?

Where D|d the Tradjtions Originate?

The Israelites came |nto a Covenant re-

latjonsh go with Jeh ova God at Mount Si-

nal in 1513 B.CE. Through Moses, they re-

ceived th? statutes of thatcovenant. (EXodus
F Iowmo these regylations would a

low them to ‘prove themselves holy as Jeho

the people came up to hiplace fworshm—eventual& the temﬁle In

erusalem.—Deuteronomy 12:5-7; 2 Chroni-
cles 6:4-6.

The Masaic Law provided the overall
structure for Israel’s Worshl of Jehovah as
a nation. However, some eta| s were not ex

||c,<t| stated. or| sance (Pe Lanor ade

teSa a ut 1t did not draw an
exp ICIt ine between work and other activi-
ties.—Exodus 20:10.

If Jehovah had seen fit to do so, he could
have provided detailed reg ulanon?] gvenn
every concevable %uesnon But he had creaf-
ed humans with a conscience, and he allowed
them the injtiative to serve him with a de-
ﬁree of flexibility within the framework of

IS Statutes. The'Law made provision for ju-
dicial cases to be dealt with by priests Le
vites, and judges (Deuteronom 17:8-11) As
cases increased, certajn prece entswere set
and no doubt some of these were passed on
from generation to ?eneranon ethods of
cannP for the gnes ly duties at Jenovah’s
temple were also conveyed from father to
son. As the nation’s collective experience in-
creased, so did its traditions.

At the he}art of Israel sworshlﬁ however,
remalned the written Law given to M 0565,
Exodus 24:3, 4 states Mosés came and re-
Iated to th? eople all tewords of Jeho-
vah and a e ud| lal ecmons and aH
the peoo answered wit ev0|ce
sald All the words that Je ovg fl oken
we are willing to do.” Accordingly Moses
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wrote down all.the words of Jehoyah.
It was In kee md with these written
commandments that God concluded
his coyenant Wlth the |sraglites, (Ex-

odus 342g n fact, the Scnptyres
gog/ytltgvrvem ntion the existence of an

“Who Gave.Yau, This
Ru%ﬁorl nyl

The Mosaic Law ¢ early Ieft r|
mary religious auth onty
struction in the hands of the pnests
the descendants of Aaron. (Le-

VIticus 10811, Deuteronomy 48
2 Chronicl s 26:16-20; Malachi 2:7)
Through the centuries owever
some pnests became unfaithful and
cornrtTo amue 2:.12-11, 22-29;
Jeremiah 5:31; Malachi 2:8, 9) Dur-

g the era of Greek domination,

many priests compromised on reli-

l0us issues. In the second century B.GE.,

e Pharisees—a new ?rouR within"Judaism
that distrusted . the B lesthood—oegan In-
stituting, traditions py which the common
man codld consider. himself as holy as the
Brlest These traditions appealed fo many,

ut they were an unacceptable addjtion fo
the Law.—Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32 (13:1 In
JeW|sh editions).

The Pharisees hecame the new scholars of
the Law, domd the job that they felt the
Dliests were no domg Since the osa|c Law
dld noé allow for their authority, esy
veloped new metho S(ﬂlnterg réti cng
ture through ¢ryptic allusign y
methods seemtnglysupporttngt elr Views.*
As the chief caretakers and romoters of
thes]e traditions, heEy Leat new basg of

uthority In Is[]ae y the first century CE,,
the. Pharisees had become a dominant force
In Judaism.

*This style of Scripture interpretation is called
m|dras|h. Y P P
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As they collected emstmq oral traditions
and sear hed for Scriptural implication to
establish more of thelr own, the Pharisees
saw the need to give added authorlty to their
activity. A new concept regarding the origin
of these traditions was born. The rabbis De-
gan to teach; “Moses received Torah at Sinal
and handed it onto Joshua, Joshua to elders
H elders t grophets And P Phets a[t
It on tot men of the great assemb

—Avot 1:1 the Mishnah.

In saylng, “Mases received Torah,” the
rabbts Werd refernng not only to the wrltten
a att to all their qral traditions. Th ey
alme th%t these traditions—invented an
devel OP V. men—were |ven to Moses by
God a Stnat And they giht that G
adnoA left it pto Rtof Imtheo_f
ut ha oray efine w atthewntten W

d left unsaid. Acc rd mq to th e] Moses
passed this oral law down through the %en
erations, not to theonests butto other [ead
ers. The Pharisees themselves claimed to be



the natural inheritors of this “unbroken
chain of authority.

The Law in Crisis—A New Solution

Jesus, whose God-given authority was
questioned by the Jewlsh religious léaders,
had foretold the destruction of the temple.
(Matthew 23:37-24:2) After the Romans de-
stroyed the temple in 70, C.E., the require-
ments of the Mosaic Law involving sacrifices
and priestly service could no longer be met,
(od had established a new covenant on the
basis of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice, (Luke 22: 20)‘
The Mosaic Law covenant had been brough
to an end.—Hebrews 8:7-13.

Rather than seernd these events as evi-
dence that Jesus was the Messiah, the Phar-
isees found another solution. They had a
ready usurped much of the authority of
the priesthood. With the temple destroyed,
they could go one step further. The rabbin-
ic academy at Yavneh became the center for
a reorganized Sanhedrin—the Jewish high
court. Under the leadership of Yohanan ben
Zakkai and Gamaliel I at Yavneh, Juda-
Ism was completely restructured. The ser-
vices at the synarIr %ue led by the rabbis, re-
Placed worship at the temple suRervrsed by
he priests. Prayers, especrallyt 0se on_the
Day of Atonement, replaced Sacrifices. The
Pharisees reasoned that the oral law given
to Moses at Sinai had already foreseer and
made Brovrsron for this.

Rabbinic academies took on added promi-
nence. Their main cuyriculum was intense
discussion, memorization, and application of
the oral law, Previously, the_basis for the
oral [aw was tied to Scripture interpretation
—Midrash. Now, the ever-increasing tradi-
tions that were accumulating began to be
taught nd orqanrzed separately ach rul-

Ing_of the oral law was reduced to short,
easily memorized phrases, often set to a
melody.

tnWrrte Down an Oral Law?
The abundance of ra brnrc academres and
inc easrn bipic r r{r s ceat
gro em rnrc sc a ternsatz
xplains: Ea teac er had rs own meth-
od an rased IS ora ru srn nis ow
?rn%ua hron ngers
cient to pe acquarnte Wrt e te
rn s of onesown mentor, and \
soblr%e to cuarnt hrmsef Wrt the
work of Other sc oars Thus students
were forced to me orrze vast uan}rtres (ff
materia because 0 the B now
%e mr a 5ea 0 rsrere Informa-
on, the student’s memory was taxed to the

r
hrea king point,
the second centur dE Qe Jewish re
B n.against Rome aded Bar K%
0 rntegse ersecutron of [) In-
IC oars Iha—the foremost rab , Who
ad su po ted Bar Kokhba—aswel as ma
oIarswere ut to death, T era
t at rene ed per? ﬁutron ﬁ
en an er everyexrstenceo elroral law.
The eIreveg hat trag %rons were best
asse on wor mouth from master to
rscr e, hut these cha drng circumstances
ed t0 an Increased effort to create ﬁ” 0rga-
Ize struriture {0 reservet eteac Ings of
the sages, lest they be forgotten forever.

Durrnﬂ a
Peace % % %sr the lead
he segon early t t\rrd
ce turAes gat ere numerodss QO ars
ited vas amounts of oral tradition
rnto an ofganized. %ys em maden of six Or-
ders, each subdivided into smaller tractates
—b3 in all_This.work became knoyﬁn as the

IS nah Ephraim Urbach, an authority on
Iav(f commeh

subsequgnt Ele”Od of relatrve

the ora ts: “The Mishna
éﬁrante proval apd authorit such as
ever hee graﬁte 0 arR/ bo Eexcet
eTor Itself.” The Mess] eenr]
ecte B eteme]e Was In.fuins, b twrtht

ral Iaw preserved rnwrrtrngdrnte ormo
the Mishnah, a new age In Judaism began.
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“THE DARK-HAIRED
MISTRESS OF
THE SYRIAN WILD”

ER complexion was olive, her teeth pearly

white, her eyes black and lustrous. She was

well-educated and was a proficient linguist.
This warrior queen was said to be greater in intel-
lect than Cleopatra and perhaps equally beautiful.
Because she dared to stand up to the dominant
world power of her day, she fulfilled a prophetic
role in a Scriptural drama. After she was long-
dead, writers praised her, and painters idealized
her. A 19th-century poet portrayed her as "the
dark-haired mistress of the Syrian wild." This high-
ly acclaimed woman was Zenobia— queen of the
Syrian city of Palmyra.

How did Zenobia gain prominence? What was
the political climate that led to her rise to power?
What can be said of her character? And what pro-
phetic role did this queen fulfill? Consider first the
geographic setting in which the drama unfolds.

A City at the Edge of a Desert
Zenobia's city, Palmyra, was situated about
130 miles northeast of Damascus, at the north-
ern edge of the Syrian Desert where the Anti-
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Lebanon mountains drop off into the plain. This
oasis city was about halfway between the Medi-
terranean Sea to the west and the Euphrates River
to the east. King Solomon may have known it as
Tadmor, a place that was vital to his kingdom's wel-
fare on two counts: as a garrison for the defense
of the northern frontier and as a crucial link in the
chain of caravan towns. Therefore, Solomon "re-
built Tadmor in the wilderness."— 2 Chronicles 8:4.

The history of the thousand years following
King Solomon's reign is silent about Tadmor. If cor-
rectly identified with Palmyra, its climb to promi-
nence began after Syria became an outpost prov-
ince of the Roman Empire in 64 B.C.E. "Palmyra
was important to Rome in two spheres, econom-
ic and military," says Richard Stoneman in his
book Palmyra and Its Empire— Zenobia's Revolt
Against Rome. Since this city of palms was on a
major trade route connecting Rome to Mesopo-
tamia and the East, through it passed the com-
mercial riches of the ancient world— spices from
the East Indies, silk from China, and other goods
from Persia, Lower Mesopotamia, and Mediter-
ranean lands. Rome depended on the import of
these goods.

Militarily, the province of Syria served as a
buffer zone between the rival powers of Rome and

Carrhae (Haran)
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Nisibis

Persia. The river Euphrates separated Rome from
its eastern neighbor during the first 250 years
of our Common Era. Palmyra was just across the
desert, west of the city of Dura-Europos on the
Euphrates. Recognizing its pivotal position, such
Roman emperors as Hadrian and Valerian visit-
ed Palmyra. Hadrian added to its architectur-

al magnificence and made many generous Jm
donations. Valerian rewarded a Palmyrene

noble named Odaenathus— Zenobia's hus-
band— by raising him, in 258 C.E., to

the rank of consul of Rome because he

ZENOBIA'S LEGACY
Upon returning to Rome after defeat-
ing Zenobia, the queen of Palmyra,
Emperor Aurelian built a temple to
the sun. In it he placed the stat-
ues of the sun-god that he had
brought back from her city.
Commenting on further devel-
opments, the magazine Histo-
ry Today says: "The most re-
verberant of all Aurelian's

had successfully campaigned against Roman coin actions is perhaps the establish-
Persia and extended the boundary of the  possibly depicting  ment. in AD 274. of an annual
Aurelian ' ’

Roman Empire into Mesopotamia. Zeno-

bia played an important part in her hus-
band's rise to power. Historian Edward Gibbon
wrote: "The success of Odenathus was in a great
measure ascribed to her [Zenobia's] incomparable
prudence and fortitude."

In the meantime, King Sapor of Persia decided
to challenge Roman supremacy and assert his sov-
ereignty over all the former provinces of Persia.
With a formidable army, he marched westward,
captured the Roman garrison towns of Nisibis and
Carrhae (Haran), and proceeded to ravage north-
ern Syria and Cilicia. Emperor Valerian personal-
ly came to lead his forces against the attackers but
was defeated and captured by the Persians.

Odaenathus considered it timely to send costly
gifts and a message of peace to the Persian mon-
arch. King Sapor haughtily commanded that the
presents be thrown into the Euphrates and demand-
ed that Odaenathus appear before him in the role
of captive suppliant. In answer, the Palmyrenes as-
sembled an army of desert nomads and the rem-
nants of the Roman forces and began to harry
the now retreating Persians. Against the hit-and-
run tactics of the desert warriors, Sapor's forces
— campaign-weary and laden with plunder— had
little defense and were forced into flight.

In recognition of his victory over Sapor, Valeri-
an's son and successor, Gallienus, gave Odaena-

festival of the sun falling on the
winter solstice, December 25th.
When the empire became Christian the
birthday of Christ was transferred to
this date to make the new religion
more acceptable to those who enjoyed
the festivities of the old. It is a curious
thought, that it should be ultimately
due to the Empress Zenobia that. ¢«
[people] celebrate our Christmas."

thus the title corrector totius Orientis (governor of
all the East). Intime, Odaenathus gave himself the
title "king of kings."

Zenobia Aspires to Create an Empire

In 267 C.E., at the height of his career, Odae-
nathus and his heir were assassinated, supposed-
ly by a vengeful nephew. Zenobia took over her
husband's position, since her son was too young.
Beautiful, ambitious, capable as an administra-
tor, accustomed to campaigning with her late hus-
band, and fluent in several languages, she man-
aged to command the respect and support of
her subjects— no small feat among the Bedouin.
Zenobia had a love for learning and surround-
ed herself with intellectuals. One of her advis-
ers was philosopher and rhetorician Cassius Longi-
nus— said to have been "a living library and a
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walking museum." Author Stoneman points out:
"During the five years after the death of Odena-
thus . . . Zenobia had established herself in the
minds of her people as mistress of the East."

On one side of Zenobia's domain was Persia,
which she and her husband had crippled, and on
the other was foundering Rome. Concerning the
conditions in the Roman Empire at that time, histori-
an J. M. Raoberts says: "The third century was . . .
a terrible time for Rome on the frontiers east and
west alike, while at home a new period of civil war
and disputed successions had begun. Twenty-two
emperors (excluding pretenders) came and went."
The Syrian mistress, on the other hand, was a well-
established absolute monarch in her realm. "Con-
trolling the balance of two empires [Persian and Ro-
man]," observes Stoneman, "she could aspire to
create a third that would dominate them both."

An opportunity for Zenobia to expand her re-
gal powers came in 269 C.E., when a pretender
disputing Roman rulership appeared in Egypt. Ze-
nobia's army swiftly marched into Egypt, crushed
the rebel, and took possession of the country. Pro-
claiming herself the queen of Egypt, she minted
coins in her name. Her kingdom now stretched
from the river Nile to the river Euphrates. At this
point in her life, she came to occupy the position
of "the king of the south" spoken about in the Bi-
ble prophecy of Daniel, since her kingdom then
dominated the area south of Daniel's homeland.
(Daniel 11:25, 26) She also conquered most of
Asia Minor.

Zenobia strengthened and embellished her cap-
ital, Palmyra, to such an extent that it ranked
with the larger cities of the Roman world. Its esti-
mated population reached over 150,000. Splen-
did public buildings, temples, gardens, pillars, and
monuments filled the city, within walls that were
said to be 13 miles in circumference. Colonnades
formed of rows of Corinthian pillars over 50 feet
high— some 1,500 of them— lined the principal
avenue. Statues and busts of heroes and wealthy
benefactors abounded in the city. In 271 C.E.,
Zenobia erected a pair of statues of herself and
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her late husband. At the edge of the desert, Pal-
myra sparkled like a jewel.

The Temple of the Sun was one of the finest
structures in Palmyra and no doubt dominated the
religious scene in the city. Likely, Zenobia too wor-
shiped a deity associated with the sun god. Syria
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Temple of the sun in Palmyra

of the third century, however, was a land of many
religions. In Zenobia's domain there were pro-
fessed Christians, Jews, astrologers, and worship-
ers of the sun and moon. What was her attitude
toward the various ways of worship in her realm?
Author Stoneman observes: "A wise ruler will not
neglect any customs that seem appropriate to her
people. ... The gods, it was . . . hoped, had been
marshaled on Palmyra's side." Apparently, Zeno-
bia was religiously tolerant. But had gods really
been "marshaled on Palmyra's side"? What was
in the offing for Palmyra and its "wise ruler"?

An Emperor Arouses
His Heart' Against Zenobia

During the year 270 C.E., Aurelian became
emperor of Rome. His legions successfully re-
pulsed and disciplined the barbarians of the north.
In 271 C.E.— now representing "the king of the
north" of Daniel's prophecy— Aurelian ‘aroused
his power and his heart against the king of the
south,' represented by Zenobia. (Daniel 11:25a)
Aurelian dispatched some of his forces directly to
Egypt and led his main army eastward through
Asia Minor.

The king of the south— the ruling entity head-
ed by Zenobia— 'excited himself' for warfare
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against Aurelian "with an exceedingly great and
mighty military force" under two generals, Zab-
das and Zabbai. (Daniel 11:25b) But Aurelian
took Egypt and then launched an expedition into
Asia Minor and Syria. Zenobia was defeated at
Emesa (now Homs), and she retreated to Palmyra.

When Aurelian besieged Palmyra, Zenobia,
hoping to get help, fled with her son toward Per-
sia, only to be captured by the Romans at the Eu-
phrates River. The Palmyrenes surrendered their
city in 272 CE. Aurelian dealt magnanimously
with its inhabitants, collected an immense quantity
of plunder, including the idol from the Temple of
the Sun, and departed for Rome. The Roman em-
peror spared Zenobia, making her the prize fea-
ture in his triumphal procession through Rome in
274 C.E. She spent the rest of her life as a Roman
matron.

The Desert City Brought to Ruin
Some months after Aurelian took Palmyra, the
Palmyrenes massacred the Roman garrison he had
left behind. When the news of this revolt reached
Aurelian, he immediately ordered his soldiers to

retrace their steps, and this time they visited an
appalling vengeance upon the population. Those
who escaped the merciless slaughter were led off
into slavery. The proud city was sacked and ru-
ined beyond repair. Thus the bustling metropolis
was reduced to its former status— "Tadmor in the
wilderness."

When Zenobia stood up to Rome, she and Em-
peror Aurelian unwittingly enacted their roles
as "the king of the south" and "the king of the
north," fulfilling part of a prophecy recorded in
great detail by Jehovah's prophet some 800 years
earlier. (Daniel, chapter 11) With her colorful per-
sonality, Zenobia won the admiration of many. Of
greatest significance, however, was her role in
representing a political entity foretold in Daniel's
prophecy. Her reign did not last for more than five
years. Palmyra, the capital of Zenobia's kingdom,
today is nothing more than a village. Even the
mighty Roman Empire has long since faded away
and yielded to modern kingdoms. What will be the
future of these powers? Their destiny too is gov-
erned by the sure fulfilment of Bible prophecy.
— Daniel 2:44.
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"You Are the Way God
JXxpects Us to Be"

OOPERATING with secular authorities "for the

Lord's sake," Christians can expect to receive
"praise [as] doers of good." (1 Peter 2:13-15) Je-
hovah's Witnesses in South Africa experienced this
a while ago at a district convention they held in a
college campus hall.

On the first day of the convention, the college
security police braced themselves for the usual
number of irate and uncooperative delegates, such
as they experienced with other sorts of conven-
tions. Never having had dealings with Jehovah's
Witnesses, however, they were in for a pleasant
surprise!

As part of their regular security checks at the
gates, the security police searched every car
entering and leaving the property. They were as-
tonished when they were greeted with friendliness,
patience, and respect, even though the searches
delayed the delegates. There was none of the usu-
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al resistance, arguing, and abusive speech. "Unlike
other visitors," remarked one security officer, "you
display a humble spirit and quiet dignity that are
obvious to ws all."

Once the chief of security became aware of the
cooperative conduct of Jehovah's Witnesses, he
decided that it was not necessary to search the
cars "because," he said, "you are so well disci-
plined." Consequently, cars identified with "JW"
parking stickers were granted entrance without be-
ing searched.

At the end of the convention, the chief of se-
curity said that he hoped to see the Witnesses
back again soon. "We have never seen such well-
behaved people,” he stated. "You are the way
God expects us to be." Such commendation is an
added incentive for true Christians to 'maintain fine
conduct,’ so that people 'may glorify God as a
result of the fine works of which they are eyewit-
nesses.'— 1 Peter 2:12.
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