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Real Help for
the Family

“It's fair to say that there’s a cris

family in America. It's impossible to draw any other
conclusion from the divorce rates, out-of-wedlock birth
statistics, [and] juvenile and spousal abuse cases.”

HESE words by United States television commentator
Tom Brokaw could apply to most countries. What does
this crisis mean?

In many ways the family is the basic building block of so-
ciety. If the family is in trouble, society is also in trouble,
Further, the famity is the source of emational and financial
support for children. It is where they learn the first and
most important Jessons, of life. |f the famrlr( IS.In trouble
what aré the children_learning? Where is their security?
What kind of adults will they glrow urr]) to be?

Is there any help for the family in this time of crisis? Yes,
The family is an mstrtutron that God_himself established.
(Genesis 1:27, 28) And he has given indispensable family
quidance in his ord the Bible: (Colossians 3:18- 21) True
We cannot chan?e society as a whole, but We can app H
Bible’s counsel to our own family. We would like to'te
gtgtsaonmeedpeople who did this and of the good results t ey

Heading Off Divorce
In a number of countries some 50 percent of all marriages
end | n divorce. That Is a large-scale failure in human rela-
t|ons True, many who for this reason end up as single par-
ents 0.2 heroic éob in rearing their children. But most would
sur%P/ gree that it Is better when a couple can solve their
ems and stay together,

The marrra?e ofacougle in the Solomon Islands was head-
ed for disaster. The husband, the son of a chief, was violent
and had many bad habits. Life was so difficult for his wife
that she even atfempted suicide. Then, the husband agreed
to study the Bible With Jehovahs Witnesses. He ledrned
that anyone who wants to please God must not only know
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Sometimes, tho gh ama berrrrta tin eyourchrldren but go.on brrn m themu in
rra%e paréner changes r the disc Ir and mental-requl trn otJ h (E h
ﬁ]r Need that be the en of sians 6:4) S a wonder then that nartrce rn
emarrrage Not at all. son Ua er% |lamed manysocra problems onfatherswho

nBotswana awomanwho  dono fu ill their role. The article Said: “Between 1960 and
h?d recently become one 1990, the percentage of children living apart from therrbr-

Jehﬂva sWrtne se W 3 ological fathers more than doubled... The decline of father-
ﬁked W er ew al  hood rsama{or force behind many of the most disturbing
g ease problems that plague American soCiety,”

ban to answer for her Dogs this mean that chrIdren whose fathers do ot guide
and this 1s hﬁt he sad; them are estrnedt failure? No. The ps nh) ahmrst (of old sard
“Since m% wife Nas become  “In case my own father an m}é own motner di eave me
one of Jehovah's Witnesses,  even Jehovah himself would take me up.” (Psalm 27

have seen maw ROSI Ve ppne- year-old boy in Thailand foun thrs to be true. He 0st
C anges in.her. Sffe his mother when he was a baby, and his father, not Wantrng
g qui A |5ﬁ strgn tn tﬁt him, et him with his grandmother. Feeling unwanted an
ﬁ% ; not avehe She unloved the hoy was rebellious and earned a reputation as
I sty 2 s it R

vangeliz v r icing that he often

fauItthatIst+I annpL Ve stoodt outside the local Kingdom Hall, one o%y invited him

come. My wife Nas Decome fnto their home.
o 'Pn i fggnagﬁg“,%re‘ They told him about God—that He, like a father, loves his
s wella)éto others. S ers crdren They also spoke about the earth| aradrse that

moret lerant, especia o has pronjised farthfu humans (Revelati ron ) ||
wardt e chi \drh) seelher o this ealed to the boy, and he came hack ever day 1o
spending. fime In her min- earn more Wrt esses told him that he Y)vowd have t0
ft tgy {0 Pel others  Stop ernga yrf ¢ really wanted God to be his Father.
rove

tor eir lives. | have Thrs Was n harmony with Paul’s words to the Romans; “As
also seen osifive changes in  far as |t een supon o, be peaceable with all men.” (Ro-
mvself. | ireve his ?s on- Mans 12:18) He would also need to deal kindly with his
f iy because ofher exan- grandmother (1 TrmothY 5:1, 2) Soon, he was puttrng BI-

W ataﬁ e offect B Dle rrn(f les Into practice—n6 doubt 8 provrn
Be principles tqave aé on hrs amily life with"his grandmother E] atians 5

this mama el |\/|an non- Then %h 0rs Were sorm ressed with t
I

serve anted their own child
\R/r”%%sﬁqer%em!eahgut ﬁ%%”h the Brblewr Jeahovahswnnesses

o IS:potlhsesN t Th fle P IA PetacteahAeS tm “Cloth
en_Father Neglects e apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians: e
Vmsrhes onsrbr {res selveswrpth Iove for it rsaoerfectbo}nd ofunron A?so gtttlt
The relat o]nshw hetween [ieace of the Christ control in your hearts.” (Colossians 3
ﬁfat e[) r]é IS C rIdrer} Isa 15 APeacefu sPrrrtg eartfelt lo e cannot farl to brnd
g togetner. An tey can men onugnstan rn tamr

sele

stron
e o?e au?coun f IViIsions. Rukra who lives in Alb a a otsgea to her
d: “You, athers do not  brother for over 17 years because of a family disagreement.

e changes the
9en to s}tudy
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When she studied the B|
ble with Jehovah’s W
nesses, she learned that
ever servant of God Is
urp to cultivate pﬁace
others. “Let
seek eaceand pursue it.”
—1Peter 3:11
Rukia realized that she
had to seek Reace with her
brother. She prayed aII
night, and the next morn-
Ing, her heart poundrng
she walked to her bro
er’s house, Rukia’s niece opened the door and asked in sur-
Rrrse “What are you doing here?” Rukia caImlz asked to see
er brother explaining that she wanted to make peace with
% Because shé now realized that this was God’s will.
Her brother responded, and their reunion was marked with
hUtiS and tears of jo dv—a family reunited because Bible prin-
ciples were followe

Bad Associations

“Today, the_average child watches seven hours of televi-
sion per ay. By the end of grade school he’s seen over eight
thousand murders and onﬁ hundred thopsand acts f VIo-
Ience " 50 sa st the hook The 7 Habits of Highly Effective

Families, What effect does such exposure have on a child?
“Experts do not agree among themselves about that, but
the Brbestro ngly warns agarnst bad assocratrons It says
for example: “He that is avrn% dealings with the_stupid
ones erl are badly,” (Proverbs 13:20) Itaso Says; “Bad as-
sociations spoil uséful'habits.” ( 1Cor|nth|ansl :33) Faml
life can |mp]rove if we prudently view this principle as hold-
qu true whether the bad assoCiations are in the flesh or on

elevision program.

A mother In Luxembourg was studyrnrrr the Bible with one
of Jehovah's Witnesses. One day shé told the Witness that
in the evenings her two daughtérs of seven and eight vears
of age were very quarrelsome and aggressive. The" Witness
asked what the“girls did durrng the” evenings. The mother
sard that theX Watched teIevrsr n while she Cleaned up the

kitchen. What programs? “Oh, some cartoons,” replied the
mother. When her visitor mentroned that such programs

are often violent, the girls
mother promised to monitor
them.

The ver next X the
mother re%o(rt t she
was shocked at the car-
toons that her dau hters
were vvatchrng fea-
ured |ma9|n ry monsters
Cr%mS outees ts 0acg theate vr
iou v
fing t/ntherr Oy e
parne to her daughters
hat Jsehnoovahahates vrglnence

wh
Wat h |ptP Yt ﬂ
11 e girls, wanting
Eease Jehovah aqreed to do
ome rawrng an arntrn
Instead of watch rné: tel evr
sion. Immediately, their ag
gressrve conduct change
nd the famrly atmosphere
rmrr)rove
hese are éust a few ex
am e%tos W that ap(pg
E? ,egrrn}r egrm VES
le’s coun-
seI coversa kinds of srtua
tions. Itrlsafv entrca}n hasa

oweru fect Tor t g
(He rews 4:12) When
stu gthe Brble and i cere

what It sa a
rIesaepdtren heney
sona rtres are i proved an
mrsta esare a\)/orde I%venr
only one member of a famil
foII ws God’s counsel, thin s
g? etter, TruI d|neaII (asr(e S

W W
Worrfas rdthe mrslI o
Wrote: Yourwr IS a lam
to my foot, and a lignt to mE/)
roadWway."—Psalm 119:105.

THEWATCHTOWER—- JANUARY 1, 1999 5



DO YOU HAVE FAITH
like Abraham’s?

- When

theSon of man arrives, will he reallyfind

thefaith on the earth?”—UJKE 185

T IS not easy to keep one’s faith strong
toda The world puts heavy pressur®

hristians In order to divert their

to have unbreakable faith? In considering
that question, We do well to look to a man
who lived some 4,000 years ago yet whose

attentron from spiritual things. (Luke 21: faith 1s still hig th regarded in three ma{or
u

15, 16) Many h

gle to survrve in the face of Wars drsasters
ISeases, or hun(hrer (Luke 21: 10, 1 1)1 n a
number of nations, there Is a strong Secy-
lar culture, and any who live by thejr faith
are vrewed as unreasonable gven fanatic.
Further, manlp/| hristians are persecuted for
therrfarth atthew2 :9) Jesus’ question,
raised amost rr/]ears ago, Is certainly
ppro priate; “ ent e Son of man arrrves
will he reaIIy find the faith on the earth?”
—L uke 18:8;

2The fact Is, though, that stronp faith Is
vital If we are to make a success of life now
and recerve the promrsed everlastrng life in
the future. Quo nlg Jehavah's words to Ha-
bakkuk, the aposte Paul wrote; “‘M rr N-
teous one wr I ve % reason of fart

Yt he shrinks ac soul has no p easure

inhim.”. Wrt out arth It |srm ossrble to
Blease % g rews 10:38

au ol Trmoth Fr
fine frghto the faith, getafrrm hol on the

everlastrng life for which you were called.”
1 Timothy 6:12) How is 1t possible, then,

l Why is it difficult to keep one’s faith strong
Why is strong, faith vital for a Christian?
gb& V\)hose %xample gf fattﬂ dowe do welrto con-
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ave to strug- reli rons—IsIam

daism, and Christianity
That man is Abraham. Why was his faith 50
remarkable? Can we imitafe him today?

Obedience to God’s Direction

3Abraham (originally called Abram) is
first mentroned Very earI¥ in the Brble At
Genesis 11:26, we read: “Terah .. . became
father to Abram Nahor and Haran.” Terah
and his, family fived i Ur of the Chalde-
ans, a fl ourrshrnﬂ]crty In southern Meso o
tamia. However, they did not stay there.
rah took Abram his son and Lot, the son
of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai [Sarah]
his daughter-inlaw, the wife of Abram his
son, and they went with him out of Ur of
the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan
In time they came to Haran and took up
dwelling thére.” (Genesis 11:31) Abrah am
brother"Nahor also moved hrs f amily 10 Ha-
ran. (Genesis 24:10, 15; 28:1, 2; 29°4) ry
though, drd Terah move from prosperous r
to distant Haran?

4So0me 2,000 years after Abraham’s time,
the faithful man Stephen, speaking before
the Jewish Sanhedrin explarned IS un-
usual move by Terah’s family. He said: “The

3. 4. Why did Terah move his family from Ur to
Haran?



God of glory appeared to our forefather
Abrahan whille he was in Mesopotamia, be-
fore he took up residence in Haran, and he
said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from
your relatives and come ‘on into the land |
shall show you.’ Then he went out from the
land of the Chaldeans and took up residence
In Haran.” (Acts 7:2-4) Teran submitted to
Jehovah’s will for Abraham when he moved
his immediate household to Haran,

_5Terah’s family settled down in their new
city. Years later when Abraham spoke of
“my country,” he meant the area of Ha-
ran, not Ur. (Genesis 24:4) Nevertheless, Ha-
ran was not fo be Abraham’s permanent
home. According to Stephen, “after [Abra-
ham’s] father died, God caused him to
changeé his residence to this land in which
you riow dwell.” (Acts 7:4) Obedient to Jeho-
van’s direction, Abraham, accompanied by
Lot, crossed the Euphrates into the land of
Canaan.*

6Why did Jehovah cause Abraham to
move td Canaan? The reason had to do with
God’s purposes for that faithful man. Jeho-
vah had said to Abraham: “Go your way out
of your country and from your relatives and
from the house of your father to the coun-
try that | shall show you; and | shall make a
great nation out of you and I shall bless you
and | will m?ke your name %eft' and Prove
yourself a blessing. And 1 Wil bless those

A L e

?A”}/\I?here did Abraham go after his father died?
6. \X/hat promise did Jehovah utter to Abraham?

Abraham was willing to make big changes in
his life in order to inherit the promise

who bless you, and him that calls down evil
uPon you I shall curse, and all the families
of the‘ground will certainly hless themselves
by means of you.” (Genésis 12:1-3) Abra-
ham would be father of a greaf nation that
would enjoy Jehovah's protection and that
would posséss the land of Canaan. Awonder-
ful promise! But Abraham had to make rad-
ical changes in his life in order to inherit
that land

7 When Abraham left Ur, he left a pros-
perous city and likely his father’s extend-
ed family—important sources of security in
those patriarchal times. When he left Ha-
ran, he separated. himself from his father’s
household, including the family of his broth-
er Nahor, and moved to an unknown land.
In Canaan he did not seek safety within
the walls of a mty. Why not? Shortlhy af-
ter Abraham entered the’land, Jehovah said
to him: “Go about in the land through its
length and through its breadth, becalise to

7. What changes did Abraham have to be pre-
B%rendlsetg maﬂg |Sn ordAer to mher\{t Jehovzﬂfs
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¥ ulam gorng to grve it.” (Genesis 13:17)

he 75-year-old Abraham and his 65-year-
old wife Sarah followed these instructions,
“Byf arth he resided as an alien in the Jand of
thé promise as in a foreign land, and dwelt
In tents."—Hebrews 11:97 Genesis 12:4,

Faith Like Abraham’s Today

8Abraham and his family are named
among the great cloud of’_[pre Chrrstran]
witnesses” mentrone in Hebrews chap-
ter 11, Inview of the faith of these early ser
vants of God, Paul encourages Christidns to
“nut_off every weight and"the sin [lack of
farth] that easily entangles us.” (Hebrews
12:1) Yes, lack of farth can ‘easily entan-
gle us, But in Paul’s day and ours, genuine
hristians have been able to cultivate strong
faith comparable to that of Abraham an
others of ancient times, Speaking of himself
and fellow Christians, Paul says: “We are not
the sort that shrink back to destruction, but
the sort that have faith to the Breservrng
alive of the soul."—Hebrews 10:3

9True, the world has changed from Abra-
ham’s trme Nevertheless, we still serve the
same “God of Abraham,” and he does not
change, (Acts 3:13; Malachi 3:6) Jehovah de-
SEIVeS o be warshiped toda}/ just as he did
in Abraham’s time. (Revelation 4:11) Man
dedicate themselves whoII%/ to Jehovah and,
like Abraham, make whatever changes are
necessarY in their lives in order to do Gods
will, Las year 316,092 gave public evidence
oft eir dedic tronb SU mrttrnFq to water
baptism mtena atner and
?h the28806r and of the hon spirit.”"—Mat-

DMost of these new Christians did not
have to travel to distant foreign lands in

8. In view of the example of AP aham Fnd oth-
er ancient witnesses, what should we cultivate?

kB e e
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order to fulfill their dedication. In a spir-
itual sense, thou?h many of them trav-
eled a considerable distance, For example,
I Maurttius, Elsie used to be a sorceress.
Everyone feared her. A special pigneer ar-
ranged. a Bible study with Elsie’s daughter,
and"this opened the way for Elsie ‘to turn
from darkness to lig ht Acts 26:18) In view
ther’\daught 'S |n é Elsie a reed(j
stud 00 ofBr e Storles. Her study
Was con ucted three times a week hecause
she needed constant encouragement. Her oc-
cult ﬁractrces brought her no'happiness, and
she had many personal problems. Eventu-
ally, though she was able.to complete the
long journey from demonism to true wor-
ship. When peaple came to seek her services
she would explain that onIy Jehovah cou Id
Protect them ‘from evil. Esre IS now a a{o
ized Witness, and 14 people from amo g
hreer t?onh ly and acquaintances have accepte
Mast of those who last year dedicat-
ed themselves to serve God did riot have to
make such radical changes, But all moved
from being spiritually dead to being spir-
tually alive, (Ephesians 2:1 AIthou%h still
In the world ph srcalhé they are no lon-
ger part of it. (John 17:15, 16) Similar to
nointed Christians, whose “citizenship. ex-
ists in the heavens,” they are like “aliens
and temPorarX residents.” (Phrlrﬁprans 3.
20; 1 Peter 2:11) They broughtt eir lives
|nto harmony Wrth Gods stan ards, moti-

vated above 3 oveo an d love of
ner bor. f atthgw d)o no
Pur ue sel materralrstrc oals or fee
he need for personal fulfiliment in this

world. nstead the fix th |r e es ont he
promised new eavens an earth In
which righteousness IS to dwel '—2 Peter
3:13: 2 Corinthians 4:18.

]hl What adjus}]me ts are those w 0 dedicate
themselves to"Je ova willing to make?



2 When Abraham moved to Canaan, hesus’question, “When the Son of man arrrves

and his family were alone there with only
Jehovah to su%)ort and protect them. How-
ever, these 3 092 new 1y bap trzed Chrrs
tians are far from aone rue, Jehovah sup-
ports and protects them %hrs sprrrt as he
did Abraham. (Proverbs 18:10) In addition,
though, he supports them through avibrant,
rnternatronal ‘nation” that is more poPu
Ious than some secular nations today. (Isa
:8) Last year, a peak of 5,888,050 cit-
rzens of that niation_gave evidence of their
active faith by talking to their neighbors
about God’s promises. (Mark 13: 10)q They
spent the extraordinary amount_ of 1,186,
666,708 hours In this work, seeking to find
interested ones. As a result, 4307.852 Bi-
ble studies were conducted with others who
wish to cultivate faith. As a further demon-
stration of their zeal, 698,781 in this “na-
tion” shared in the pioneer service, ejther

full-time_or for a month or more. (Details of

the activity of Jehovah's Witnesses last year
are found ‘on pages 12 to. 15.) This remark-
able record is a positive, living answer to Je-

IS presence has foun

az What activity re%ort]ed last year gives evd-

nce that Jesus duri
efaﬂﬁ on tHe eart 4

will he really find the faith on the earth?”

. Faithful Despite Tests
BThrng?] were often difficult for Abra-
ham and his household In Canaan. On at
[east one occasion, there was a severe fam-
rne that drove him out of Canaan down to
nt. Moreover both the ruler of Eg ?
an the ruler of Gerar (near Gaza) trie
take Abraham’s wife, Sarah, for themselves.
gGenesrs 12:10-20; 20:1-18) There were also
onflicts between the her ers of Abraham’s
rvgst%ok and the herders of Lot’s livestock,
this cause a seloaratron between the
two households. Unselfishly, Abraham gave
Lot first choice of the land; and Lot chose to
live in the District of the Jordan, which ap-
peared Edenic 1n its fertility and beauty.
—%eTnhesrs 1L3 t5 -13. " !
n, Lo wa caught up in a war he-
el ol
of Sid rfrm 1gn orerg Lrn%s vang ursYrvedtah
local kin san t00 muc spor Includ rng
Lot and his qoods. When Abraham hear
what had ha pened, he fearlessly pursued

scr be som ft e difficulties encoun-
teredllhy A ra am an rSQamrry In Canaan.
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the forerﬁrn krngs and was ahle to recover
Lot and Ris household, as wel as the goods
of the local krng gGenesrs 1162 OW-
ever, that was not Lot’s worst experience In
Canaan. For some reason_he took up resi-
dence In Sodom In srtarte of the crty S Immor-
al re t(r)taethon (hat er26 ge%I w%rndeed
W woul
sYro ed, Lg tsled wrth wlrfe and rlfaug
ters However, Lotswrfe |?nore the specif-
I instructions of the anri sand, as a result
became entombed in salt. Lot was reduced
to living for a time in a cave in Zoar with
his two"daughters. (Genesis 19:1-30) These
events must have disturbed Abraham ver
much, especial fysrnc Lot hﬁd come. Into Ca-
naan as part of Abraham’s household.
(115[B| t Abraham ever wo(ndertrrr]vhether ttre
0 ave stayed In the securi
?Ur wrth hrs?ather Se tended famrfy or |h
Haran with his brother Nahor? Did hie ever
wrsh he could have PUt down roofs |n the
safet o awaIIed Cl 3/ Instead of Irvrng In
tents? Did he, gerha guestron the wistom
of the. sacrr g being wan
derer in astran e an ga Ing o
ham M IS tamily stle Pa%l not
ed rndee kept remembering
that pl T rom which they ha done forth,
the dhavehadopR unrty oreturn.”
(He rews 11:15) Yet ‘they did”pot return

LY b, B
. Endurance Today
oday Al

r enﬂurance Is seen In Christians
oug serving God is a source of
e e
o'}ah hootygo t

ested that | .ot ooku residence
CUW after avrn been part
Ings.
5 Des |te thenproblems A ra am faced while

vrn tra what negative
eevr av%(
omangC ristians
acet )n hat posrtrve attitude do Chris-
trans 7
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reat joy to them, life is not easy for true

hrrstra s In these last dags AIthou% they
live In a spiritual paradis theY su erte
same economrc heir neigh-

bors. (Jsaiah 11.

gressures s (0
9) Many have become inno-

cent vrctr sinth ewar of the nations, and

Some
throug ﬁ

een reduced to extreme Hgvert
no fault of therr own. In additio

they éndure the ro lems of be|

Fn an un-
Pogvular minority. | n many lands t %greao

cree’ ana
of the 1nnocent gne,” (Psalm 94.20, 3

in |ands where Christians are not under at-
tack and where the are praised

bty

h ﬁood news 1n the face of overw Imrng

P In others they suffer the dece fIv
tac sof those who ‘frame trouble g

“pronounce wicked evente Eoo

ven

by some for
stand ar S, hhe are c?nserous oJ
erent romt el sc oolmates an

workmates—rather like Abraham, who lived

In tents while. most people argung

him dwelt

In 8rtres Yes, it is not easy to Iwwe In the world

]7
God? Do we wish that W

10y

anyth
reg va e com%ared with the blessrn%s en-

et be no part” of It.—J
Do we, then, regret our dedrcatron to

had sta ed part of

he world, bernrq like everyone € se Do Wwe
ament the sacy Ifices we ave made In Je-
tovahsservrce By no means! Rather than
ookrng back lon mrhy, We reco nize that
Ing we might have sacri rced had no

oyed now and those to.be enjoyed in the fu-

ure. (Luke 9:62; Philippians3:3) Besides,

Do You Remember?
O Why is strong faith essential?

O How did Abraham show that he had
strong faith?

O How is dedication accompanied by
changes in one's life?

O Why are we happy to serve God
despite any problems we may face?



are people in the world happy? The truth is,  Joshua: “Be courageous and strong. Do not
go them are seekrn answers that we suffer shock or be terrrfred for Jehgvah your
are 0ssess. They suffer becauyse of not o 1S vvrt 5/ouw erever you go.” (Joshua
fol owrn the guidance that we follow from Psam 14) Over the Years their fear-
G0 dthrou%h e pages of the Bible, (esalm Iess stand has won them respect and today
119:105) And many of them Iong forthe kind  th eY can preach freely in all communities of
Chrrstran companionship afa dell hfuI
el D that we ooy Wi fellow belev- 9 We need never doubt that whatever sit-
ers —Psalm 133:1; Colossians 3 uation we face, iIf we follow Jehovah’s direc-
True, we sometimes have to be coura- tron the final outcome will be to his glo-
Eeous like Abra ham when he chased after and to our long-ferm benefit. DesPne
OtS oaﬁtors But when we are, Jenovah c aIIengies and sacrifices, there Is no_place
blesses the outcome. For example, in North-  we would rather be than in Jehovah's ser-
em Irelang hatreds have become entrenched  vice enjoying fellowship with our Christian
as a result of the sectarian vrolence and  hrothers and’looking forward confidently to

It takes courage to be neutral. Yet, faithful — the eternal future Hat Cot has promised.
Christians have followed Jehovah’s words to
19, Where arﬁChrrst ans happgé to be, nd what

8. What is the eventual resu n Christians come do they confidentl ect W en the
ghow courager\?ke that of X?) th @, ?oﬂow Jehova ¥ d(r;rectron P Y

"‘Make your hearts firm”

“You  haveneed ofendurance, in order that, afteryou have done the will of
God, you may receive thefulfillment of the promisé. —HeBREWS 103

F ALL Bible writers, no one men- “devr%ted from the faith.”—1 Timothy 5:8;
tioned faith more often than the

Postle Paul. An freguentl hg 2Wh}/drd those anornted Christians Iose

spoke of those whose faith had weakened ouf in these ways? Well, “faith is the as

or died. For example, Hymenaeus and Al-  sured expectation of things hOP for, the
exander “experienced shipwreck concern-  evidenf demonstration of realities though
rng their faith.” El Timothy 1:19 20 De not beheld.” (Hebrews 11:1) We exercise
mas abandoned Paul because “he Toved  fai th in what we cannotseﬁ e do not need
the resent system of things,’ 82 Timo- or thrnfgs that are peheld. It IS easier
0 Somé, by their unchristian, jrre- to work for visible wealth than for unseen
é)onsr e actions “disowned the faith.” spiritual riches. gMattheW 1921, 22) Many

hers were deceived by false wisdom and }/lrsrﬁe t(hrtrrr]% d—s ch ]asth ‘the esrret of t

esh an esrreo e eyes’—stro

t ha enedt a numhber of Chris-

b B el el
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“he_that approaches God must believe that
he is and
those earnestly seekmg him.” Moses had
faith like that. He “looked mtently toward
the payment of the reward” and “continued
steadfast as seemg the One who Is Invisi-
ble.” (Hebrews 11:6, 24, 26, 27) A Christian
needs this kind of faith. As noted in the
preceding article, Abraham was a fine ex-
ample In this respect.

Abraham’s Example of Faith

4 Abraham was in Ur when he received6d

God’s promise that he would father a seed
that would be a blessing to peogle of all na-
tions. (Genesis 12:1-3;"Acts 7.2, 3) On the
basis of that promise, Abraham obeyed Je-
hovah, moving first to Haran and then_to
Canaan. Theré, Jehovah promised fo ive
the land to Abraham’s seed. (Genesis
Nehemiah 9.7, 8) However, much of Whaf
Jehovah promrsed was to be fulfilled after
brah m’s death. F gr Instance, Abraham
Imsel nte er owne mart ? anaan
—excetortecaveo npelah, which
he Burc ased as a burial place. ( enesis 23:
1-20) Stifl, he had faith in Jehovah's word.
Ahove all, he had faith in a future “city hav-

3 Vr;hat kind of faith should a Christian culti-
EI W3s th course of Abraham’s life affect-
ed IS Tait

16 The watchtower— January 1,1999

nat he becomes the rewarder of

Ifwe listen to Jehovah's Word, our
confidence in his promises will be renewed

r}giNrethfoundatron e huilder and aker
0 hich city 1S Go He rews 1110 Suc
faith sustarge Jrg pughout his life.
5This is seen specral% with regards to
the promise that Abraham’s seed would
come a great nation. Inorder for this to ha
pen, Abraham neeed a son, and he waited
a Iong time to be blessed with one. We do
not kiow how old he was when he first heard
God’s promise, but When he made the ong
trrrrr)] to Haran. Jehovah had not yet r%rrve
achrd Genesrs 11; 30 He wasr
ran long enoug t0 accumulate goods and
acquire “souls,”and when he moved to Ca-
naan, e was 75 years old and Sarah was
65, Still, there was no son. QGenesrs 12:4, )
When Sarah reached her mid 70f she con-
cluded that she was now too old to grve
Abraham a _child. Hence, foIIowmg a Cus-
tom of the trme she Oga]ve 'her slave qirl Ha
ar to Abraham, and”he had ason rY er
ut this was not the promised chil
gar and her child, shmael Wwere eventua y
sent away. Still, when Abraham pleaded in
their behalf, Jehovah h promised to bless Ish-
rznlaglﬂGenesrs 16:1-4, 10: 17:15, 16, 18-20:

6In God’s own due trme—a Iong Iong
trme after theX frr%t heard J % gromr e—t
}rea am and t ear-old
ara had a baby boy, Isaac. How Wonder
ful 1t must have’ heen! For this aged cou-
pIe it was almost like a resurrection when

B Jehr!\'}avﬁhsa})%a Yigs Abraham's faith tested as



therr “deadened b%ﬂ]@ﬁ broyght forth new
re mans 4; waifwas lon
h ?te promrse Was f?nally fqurI? d} the
wart was worth it.
7Abraham’s example reminds us that
faith should not be just for a short term.
Paul linked faith to endurance when he
wrote: “You have need of epdurance, In. or-
der that, after gou have d? T the will of
God, you ma \X/re eive the fulfi Iment of the
B Lnrse e are not the sort th ahshrrnk
to destructron ut the sort that have

faith to th e reservrng alive of the soul.”
SHe rews 1 f)Many have waited a long
Ime or the fuI rIIment of the romrse
Some tave walited a whole retrme e(rr
stronﬁ;a aith has sustained them nd

Jehovah’s due trme —Habakkuk 2

Listening to God
8At least four things strengthened Abra
ham’s faith, and the“same things can help
us. First, he demonstrated his “belief that
God is"by paying heed when Jehovah sPoke
Thus, he'was difterent from the Jews of Jer-
emjah’s day, who believed n Je ovah but
had no fart in his words, (Jeremiah 44
19) Jehovah speaks fo us through
the CR}a%es of the Brb his inspired Word,
r eter said 15 [ike “a lam shrnrng rn
a dark place ... in your hearts.”
ter 119) When we rea the Bible attentrve-
%/we ae bern nourrs ed wrth the words
f the f%rth rmcithv Romans . 1
17? Further, in these last days, “the fart -
ful and discreet slave” is providing spirity-
‘food att e pro er trme ur ance
*) IgBr e prinCiples and understand-
r e 0 hec%/ Matthew 24:45- 473) Lis-
fﬁ ovah throu the?e medns 1s
rndrs ensadle to having strong faith.

5 oW | farth linked tq endurance?
ow do we rstent %gd today, and why will
that strengthen our

illreceive ther

9Abraham’s faith was closely related to
his hope “Based on hope he had faith, that
he mrg ht become the father of manv
tions.’ %mans418) This 1S a second thin
that can nelp us. We should never forge
that Jehovah'is “the rewarder of those ear-
nestly seeking him.” The apostle Paul said:
“We “are working hard and exertrng our-
se|ves, because we have rested our h ?
%Irvrnng $ Timoth f we ru
elieve 't ‘f |3tran holpe our who e
course wi emonstration of our faith,
as was the case wrth Abraham.

Speaking With God
:OAHraham spoke With God and this w%
a third thing that strenr{N ened hrs fart
cans eak Jehovah, us-
f pray ert rou hJesus Christ.
(John 1 6 E hesran3618) t was %f%ertell
ingap arabeemp asizing the need tor con-
stant prayer that Jesus asked the, question;
“When the Son of man arrives, will he real-
I frnd the faith on the earth?” %Luke 18:8)
aith-building prayer is not unthinking o
automatic. It'1s deeply meaningful. For ex-
ample, heartfelt prayer is vital Whenwe have
Important decisions to make or when we are
under great stress.—Luke 6:12,13: 22:41-44.,
1When Abraham was getting old and Je-
hovah still had not givén hini the prom-
Ised seed, he spoke with God about his cgn-
cern Jehovah reassured hrm The result?
Abraham “put faith in Jehovah; and he pro-
%eded 10 cothrtto im as righteousness.”
Then, Jehovah provided a sign_to confirm
E'Seffésf“hre'gfd”%f% oeneets LiL19) e
hovah's assurances in his Wg gythe Brbl%

9. What wrll result if we truly believe the Chris-
S\Q%at kind of prayer will strengthen our

Abraham thened when
% & Rr eart to God? ibgg ?tat can we
ear rom braham’s experience?

€
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and obey him
in full faith, then
Jehovah will also stren% th-
en our faith.—Matthew 21:22; Jude 20
DA fourth thrnﬁ]that strengthened Abra-
ham’s faith was the support that Jehovah
gvve him when he followed God’s guidance.
en Abraham went to rescue Lot'from the
invading krn%s Jehovah roave him the victo-
ry. (Genesis 14:16, 203 ile Abraham lived
||keatem orary resident in the land his seed
wou |n erit, Jehovah blessed hrm mate-
rial J Compare Genesis 14:21-23.) Jehovah
ed the efforts of his steward to'find a fit-
ng wife for Isaac. (Genesis 24:10-27) Yes,
Jehovah “blessed Abraham in everything.
(Genesis 24:1) So strong was his faith ‘as
d result and So close his relationship with
Jehovah God.that Jehovah called him “my
friend.’ —sarah4 8Jame3223
BCan we today have such a strong faith?
Yes It we Irke Abraham, put Jehdvah fo
t e test by obe mgi]hrs commands he will
bless us t0o, ang that will streng hen our
faith. For example, a glance at the™1998 Ser-
vice Year Report shows that many Were

a) How was A raham lessed when h
lelowed }ehov h’s ur nce? Qb) hat khrnd o(f
experiences wr str ngthen ou farth
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Our faith is strengthened when we
share in the ministry

blessed in awonderful wa%/when they obeyed
hlsl\/l g(r)irnlrgan to preach the good news.

A Record of Faith Today
UBack in O ober 1997, the worldwide
campargnwrth ingdom News No. 35 was
an outs ﬁndrn sucgess, thanks ta the zeal
and enthusiasm 0 mrIIrons of individy-
|tnesses Tgprca I what happened In
ana Almost 2.5 million copies were dis-
triputed mfourlanguages an nearly 2000
Bible studies were requieste % aresut In

grus two Witnesses distyi utrng

News notrced a rrest following the

ﬁfter a while, th ey fered him a copy of
Ingdom News. He had already recefved
a copy and said: “I was S0 Impressed b
Its message that | wanted to congratulate
the people who prePared A In Denmark,
1.5 million copies of Kingdom News were
distributed with fine restlts. A lady who
WOrks in gublrc relations there said “The
tract has a message for everyone. It Is easy
to understand, and it moves'you, gives t(ou
ﬁu Fgrgeeto know more. It really*hits the
15|n ¥998 an effort was made to Breach to
b)veoepe not only |n thelr homes but even(
here ote ‘Ivoire a missionary couple
visited 322 ships at the docks. They placed

4 How dﬁf Jehﬁvaté f;less the campaign with

%Y at experre ces show that Jﬁho ahblessed
ort to reac people everywhere"



247 hooks, 2284 magazines, 500 brochures,
and hupdreds of tracts, as well as videos for
the sailors to watch while at sea. In Canada
a Witness went to an automobile body shoR
The owner was mterested and the “hroth-
er sta%d our and a hal hourf aIthough
t e time spent witnessing tota ed onI)(
hour or so between customers ventua
study was arran ed [pm Some-
times, though |t did not etsarted unt||
mrdm%ht and lasted until two oclock in the
mornifg. The schedule was Irke a cha]l
Ien%e out good results were obtal ne
maN decided to cloge his shop on Sundays so
as to attend [neetr gs He ‘and his family
Were soon maki rodress

]ftJ Thebr chure
of Us? and t e hook Knowledge T
Leads to Everlasting Life contmue to be
Powerful mstruments in the preachrng and
eachmg work. nta a nun waitin ora

bus acc dacog mg om Ne Te
next g aY was pgroace am an ac-
equire rochure

cepted the ag
ter that, s]he had a mrnute gle
study at the hus stop After amonth an

half “she decided to leave the convent and go ?
home to Guatemala to continue her study.

Malawi an ardent churchgoer named Lobina
s T feUgnle pegan 0
trllythe Irls shared Bible truth with their
otherw ente c| uld. InJEne 997 Lo-
Ina saw e now %e book and was in-
trrgue teex ression “KnowIedgeThat
u seagree to a Bible study
el o e
h o?h r)hont shehaq(%

%Ear”t‘:hﬁ theen ualified as an unba
trzed gub(hsher She vaas baptized in Novem-

% hat eépe]rre ces t{the Re u
rochure an now §d are
tools In the preaching and teaching wo

Does God Fi]eqturre

T'The Society’s videos have helped many
to “see” spiritual things. In Mauritius a man
left his church because of drsumty there.
A mrssronar%/s owed him the upity of Je-
ovs Wit ess%s usm the vrdeo United
Y lvine Teac mg ressed, the man
d: “You Jehovah’s Witnesses are area
m Paradise!” He agreed t0 a Brbestu h
srsterrnJapan showed h erun elieving u]s
and the video Jg ov%h |nesses—
rganization Benind the Name, and
was move]d to have a regul r Bible ]stud
ter watc mg United |V|ne eaching,
he wanted t0 be one of Je ovah sWrtnes
rt series entitled T Blb

;S Ttﬁth[(ee ac tand Prop hech Io
I JERN iR prncples i s e

Agal st Nazr Assault showed him that Je-
hovah strengthens His people against Sa-
tan’s attacks. The man was baptized in Oc-
tober 1997,

BThese are just a few of the many, many
experiences enjoyed durrnﬁ the past service
year. They show that Jehovah's Witness-
es have anl active faith and that Jehovah s
stren%thenmg that faith by blessing their
activity.—James 2:17.

o Cultivate Fartdh Today -
N man e today are in a better
Erosrtron Mn ga an wa)s/ We Enow that
ehovah fulfille aII his npromrses to Abra
rahams o sga did nherit C
naan an te come a%reat natron
Kings_ 4: ebrews Moreover
some 1971 years after braham left H
ran, a desceridant of his, Jesus, was baptrzed

17, 1 the Society’s vid
? in (helrtlr?tvge mdewrd%%ﬁs MtoS Vsleee stperrﬁ\ueaq

sefu
i%]f?j r))w are we in a befter dsrtron than
am’ a(g oW man Hat ere %st ev\;
COmmemo esus ac é
ountrres (aeguctﬁtan m%agemorra ait dances

ast year? (See chart on
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in water by John the Baphzer and then in
hoyspmt by Je vah |msefto become
Messjah,”Abraham’s Seed in the com-

ee S |r|tu | sense. %Matthew 316, 17
alatians 3 } n Nisan 14 33CE,Jesus
offered u

? %ransom for th ose
wh owou exermse alt In him. (Matthew
20:28; John 3:16) Millions could now bless
themselves by means of him. Last year, 13-
896,312 gathered on Nisan 14 to commemo-
rate this wonderful act of love. What a vin-
dication of Jehovah, the Great Keeper of
promises!
t|ozh) é? e f”\S/\}ltChenHJ el—exer-
mseg fattﬁ In this Seed o A%raham and)h
came anointed sons of God, members of
new splrltual “Israel of God.” (Galatians 3
26-29:6:16: Acts 3:25, 26) They hag i 2
sured exgeotatton of immortal spirit life in
the heavens as corulers in God’s Kin gd
Only. 144, fOOO would he blessed in th| g
ang few of them remain. (feve ation 5;
(:4) Last year, 8,/56 testified to their belle
that they were of this number by partaking
of the emblems during the Memorial celé-

bration.

0, 21. How d|d e%le Lrom | nattonﬁ bless
t emseves(ti ﬁ quw aham’s Seed 'H Irst
cegaw an are they blessing themselves

Do You Know?
O How can we listen to God today?

O What benefits come from meaning-
ful prayers to God?

O If we obediently follow Jehovah's
guidance, how will our faith be
strengthened?

O What aspects of the annual report
(pages 12 to 15) did you find
especially interesting?
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many from all na-
a

AAImogt all of Jehovah’s Witnesses to-
day are of the ! (71reat crowd” prooheswd at
Revelation 79 17, Because theg ess them
selves thiout% Jesus, tey ve the OP
of eternal life on a 8oare ise eart Reve
tion 21;3-5) Th e5 650 who sharedl in the
Preachmg wor in 1998 are evidence that
his crowd is truly “great.” It was especial-

ly thrilling to seg bo h Russia and Ukraine
retpor t more than 100,000 publishers for the

first time. Outstanding, too, was the rePort
from the United States—1,040,283 pubi
ers In Auoust These were jUS'[ three of the
19 countries that reported more than 100-
000 publishers last year,

Hope Soon to Be Fulfilled
2Memorial attenders were reminded how
far along we are in the fqulllment of Je-
hovah’s promises. [n 1914, Jesus was en-
throneb as King of God’s heavenKv King-
e nnmg his presence in mlgl
OWe w 24:3: Revelation %
es, the Seed of Abraham now rejgns |
heaven! James satd to Christians of his day:
“Exercise patience; make your hearts firm,
because the presence of the Lord has drawn
close.” (James 5:8) Well, that presence Is
now a reality! How much moré reason to
make our hearts firm!
BMa our conftdence in Gods promts

T onsta tnh/ renewe? regular B
ble study and meanin Ufaer l\/Itf
never cease to expertence ehovah’s bless-

as we obey Then we will be

|| e Abraham Jtot ||ke those Wgose fatth

wea ene ed, as mentione 0yPeu

Nothin W|Ilse arate s from our mast holy

faith. u e 20) Wi Hpraglt at thts will be

true of all of Jehova 3 ervants d urlng the
fll?tQL?reserwce year an

Gt T
notﬁyke ?altchalness ones menttone(f by Pau?.

on into an etérnal



STRIVING TO BE
AWorkman with
NOTHING TO BE
ASHAMED OF

ASs Told by Andre Soppa

| ~ Morld War Il rag
Indescribable carnage and

ed, bringing
espair in Its wake.

As a signalman in the German Navy stationed near Narvik,
in Norway, | was able to see firsthand man’s inhumanity to

man. At night, in the shelter of the fjords

the ethereal

Deauty of the northern lights led me o reflect deeply on
life. | was sure that the God who created such things could
not be responsible for the madness of war.

of Lassoth (now in Poland), near the
Czech border, and | grew up in a poor
farming family. My parents were practicing
Catholics, and refigion played a very big
Part In our lives. However, €arly on | began
0. have doubts about my rellglon. In our

I WAS born in 1923 in the small villaﬁe

village, there were three’ Protestant fam-
lies, and these were ostracized by the Cath-
olic community. | could not undetstand why
this should be the case. At school we were
taught catechism. But one day when | asked
the priest to explain the Trinity, all 1 got
for an answer was ten strokes of the cane.

Nevertheless, it was somethm[q that hap-
P_ened when | was 17 years old that con-
irmed my disillusion with the church. My
mother’s parents died one month apart, and
my mother did not have enough money to
pdy for two church funeral services. So'she
asked the priest if she could %y him. [at-
er. “Your parents had some thirigs, djdn't
they?” was his reply. “Sell them? and use
the’money for the fineral.” _

A few 'years before that, after Hitler
came to power in 1933, we were no on-
?er ermitted to speak Polish: we had
0 speak German. Those who refused, or
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The type of boat that | served

on in the fjords of Norway

who could not |earn Ger-

man, radd%ﬂy Jlsap[[)eared

—sent to the “concentration

camps, we were later told.

Even the name of our vil-

lage was changed to a Ger-

man name, Granfliess. I quit K

school at 14, and. because |

was not in the Hitler Youth

organization, [ had difficulty

finding a job. Eventually, though, | was tak-
enon & an apprentice blacksnijth. Once the
war started, prayers were said in church for
Hitler and for the German troops. | won-
dered whether similar prayers for victory
were being said by the other side.

Service in the German Na\Q/
In December 1941 1 signed up for the
German Navy, and af the b_egmnm? of 1042,
| was sent tg the Norwegmn coast to serve
on a scout ship. We were assigned to con-
voy duty petween Trondheim and Oslo, es-
corfing ShIE)S carryln,? froops, munitions,
or frelqht. t was while at sea that | over-
heard wo sailors talking about the end
of the world as foretold in the Bible. Al-
thou?h afraid to talk openly, they told me
that their parents were associated with Je-
hovah's Witnesses but that they had not
followed their example, This was the first
“mp?t I”r]leard of erPhovah S Wltnesses.t '

e end of the war, we were taken
Prlsoner by the British and\ﬁan ed over to
he Americans to be taken back to Germa-
ny. Those of us whose homes were now in
the Soviet zone were Sent to a prison camp
In Lievin, northern France, to work in the
coal mines. This was | Augi:ust 1945.1r§-
member askmq one of my French quaras
what his religion was. “Catholic,” he re-
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Rlled. Since | too was a Catholic, 1 asked
Im what we had done to each other?
“There is no point in trying to understand.
Thats_{ust the way it i5,”Was his answer.
Tome itwas absurd that pe_oFIe of the same
religion should fight and'kill one another.

A Ray of Light in a Coal Mine

On my first day 1n the mine alqngslde lo-
cal miners, a certain Evans Emiof shared
his. sandwiches with me. Originally from
Ohio, in the United States, he had lived
in France for a number of years. He spoke
to me of a world where thére would be no
more war. His kindly attitude amazed me.
He hore me no animasity even though | was
a German and he was an American."We had
no more contact until the begmn!n% of 1948
when he gave me a booklet entitled
Prince ofPeace,
a God of %oodness who hated war—the kind
of God 1'had mamed while atc?_m the
northern lights. 1 determined to find tne
religion that taught this. But since Evans
worked in anothér part of the mine, | was
unable to contact him. I went around to all
the different religious %roups In the prison
camg, asking If they kilew anything about
the pooklet, but to no avail.

Flna”y, in April 1948, | was released
from the prison” camp and became a free

Here at last | lea



«& -*

mp suitcases served as the speaker's
stand for the public talk

worker. The very next Sunday, | was sur-
prised to hear 4 little bell ringing in the
street. How happy | was to se¢ Evans! He
was with a %ro_u f Jehovah’s Witnesses
wearing sanowich boards that announced
the title of a public talk. The Witness ring-
Ing the bell was Marceau Leroy, now a men-
ber of the Branch Committe in France. |
was Introduced to a German-speaking Pole
named Joseph Kulczak, who had suffered in
the_concentration camps for his faith. He
Invited me to come to the meeting that eve-

Preaching by
bicycle in northern France

ning. | did not understand much of what
was said, but when everyone in attendance
raised their hand, | asked the person next
to me why they did that. “They are the
ones who tan go to Dunkerque next week
to preach.” “May I come?” | asked. “Why,
yes!” was the reply. So the following Sun-
da){ saw me preaching from house to house.
Although not everyone we met was agree-
able, | enljoy{ed myself and was soon préach-
Ing regularly.

Learning to Control My Temper

ShortI% thereafter, the Witnesses began
to preach in the barracks where the freed
German prisoners lived, This was not easy
for me, since | was well-known there for my
hot temper. When someone refused to take
me seriously, | would threaten him, saying:
“If you're not careful, there will be trol-
ble.” Once while working in the mine, | even
punched someone who mocked Jehovah.

With Jehovah’s help, however, | was able
to make changes in my personality. One day,
while we wer preachiing in thesé barracks,
a group of menwho had'drunk too much al-
conol were making trouble for some of the
Witnesses. Knowing my quick temper, the
brothers. | was with' tried to stop me from
intervening, .but one of the men strode up
to me menacingly and started to take off his
Lacket. | got off my bicycle, gave it to him to

old, and put my hands In mﬁ packets. He
was S0 surprised at this that he listened to
what | had to say. I'told him to go home and
sleep and then come to the public talk. Sure
enough, at 3:00 p.m., there he was! Eventu-
ally, about 20 former Prlsoners accepted the
message. As for me, | was baptized'in Sep-
tember 1948,
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A Full but Rewarding Schedule

| was given the respansibility of caring

for the terfitories in which we ‘were to
preach and of finding locations where we
could hold public talks, To this end I some-
times traveled about 30 miles on my little
motorcycle, before working the late shift in
the mines. Then on weekends, we went to
the territory by bus and dropped off two or
four publishers along with the speaker, In
|arger towns, on finding a suitable location,
we piled Up our suitcases to Use as a speak-
er’s stand. Often, we wore sandwich hoards
to advertise the theme of the public talk to
which we invited people.

Itwas in 1951 that I'met Jeannette Chauf-
four, 3 Witness from Reims. It was love at
first sight, and one year later, on May 17,
1952, we were married. We moved to”Pec-
quencourt, a mining town near Douai. Soon,
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With my wife, Jeannette, at
our wedding in 1952

however, | started to

have health problems, |

was diagnosed with sil-

icosis, a respiratory ill-
.ness caused by workin

Inthe mines, but | was un-

able to find any other kind

of work. So when, in 1955,

during the international as-

sembly in Nuremberg, Germany,

. wewere asked to help a small con%re-

ation in Kehl, alittle industrial town onthe

hing, we were free to move there. At the

time, there were only 45 publishers in the

congregation, Over the next seven years that

we worked with this congreqatlon, the num-

ber of publishers increased to 95.

Further Privileges of Service
Seeing that the congregation was firmly
established, we_asked the Society for an
assignment in France as special pioneers,
To our great s_urﬁnse, we were assigned
to Paris. The eight months, that we spent
there were filled With qreat Joy. Between us,
Jeannette and | had the privilege of con-
ducting 42 Bible studies. Five of our stu-
dents Wwere baptized durmq our stay, and 11

others subsequently acceE ed the fruth.
Since we lived in the Latin Quarter, we
often met professors from the Sorbonne. A
retired professor of philosophy who prac-
ticed faith healing studied the Bible and
eventualg becamé one of Jehovah's, Wit-
nesses, One ,daY | started a Bible discus-
sion with g civi en_([]meer who was in close
contact with Jesuit teachers. He came to



our apartment at three oclock in the after-
noon and left at ten oclock that evening. To
our surprise, he was back at our door one
and a half hours later. He had spoken with
a Jesuit who _could not answer his ques-
tions about Bible prophecz. At one o'clock
in the morning, he went home, only to re-
turn at seven-o’clock. In time, he 100 he-
came one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Such a
thirst for truth was a great encouragement
to mg wife and me. o

After serving in Paris, | was invited to
serve as traveling overseer for the east of
France. It was a real joy for us to vis-
it French- and German-speaking con%[e-
gations, strengthening the brothers. While
visiting the con(t;regatmn of Rombas, in
Lorraine, | met Stanislas Ambroszczak. He
was a Pole who had served on an Allied sub-
marine during the war and had fought in
Norwegian waters, We had been on 0ppos-
ing sides while sailing the same seas. Now
we were brothers warking together serv-
ing our God, Jehovah. On another occa-
sion at an assembly in Paris, | caught sight
of someone | recognized. It was fhe com-
mander of the camp where | was a prison-
er in the north of France. How happy we
were to work together during the conven-
tion! Such is the power of God’s Word that
it turns former enemies into brothers and
close friends! _ _

Sadly after 14 years in the traveling
wark, I had to stop because of my declining
health. However, my wife and | were deter-
mined to continue serving Jehovah to the
best of our ability. Sowe found accommoda-
tions and employment in the town of Mul-
house, in the edst of France, and became
pioneers (full-time evangelizers).

Another great joy qver the years has
been my involvement in the construction

of Kingdom Halls. In 1985, | was asked
to organize a construction team for the
east of France. BY,usmg skilled tradesmen
and training willing volunteers, we were
able to form a team™that has, participated
In the construction or renovation of over 80
halls, making them fit for Jehovah’s wor-
ship. And how happy | was, in 1993, to work
on the construction of an Assembly Hall
and five Kingdom Halls in French Guiana,
South America!

Pressmg On Despite Trials
| can certainly say that over the past
50 years of theocratic activity, my life has
been filled with great doys and privileges
of service. Sadly. in December 1995 my
dear wife, with whom | had s?ent 43 years,
died. While this was a time of great sorrow
—and I still grieve today—Jehovah gives
me strength, and my spiritual brothers and
sisters have given mie love and support that
I%sts_en the pain somewhat with the passing
of time.

| still clearly remember the words of an
anointed brother at an assembly in Munich,
Germany, in 1963. “Andre,” he said, “don’t
look to the left or to the right. The broth-
ers in the concentration camps underwent
tests. Now It’s up to us to carry on. We must
never fegl sorrK for ourselves. So press on!”
| have always kept this in mind, Now that
| cannot do”as much because of ill health
and growing older, the words found at He-
brews 6:10 dre a constant source of comfort
to me: “God is not unrl(_ihteous 50 as to for-
ﬁet your work and the ove you showed for
Is name.” Yes, working .in"Jehovah’s ser-
vice is the greatest privilege that anyone
can have. For the Ioast 50 years, my ‘goal
has been, and still is, to bie “a workiman
with nothing to be ashamed of."—2 Timo-
thy 2:15.
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JEROME
sial Pioneer

A CoBt’civ

N April 8,1546, the Coyncil of Trent
ec eedthatt eLattn ulgate “has
een rove the atholtc!

hurch .. a oon dare or presum
nder antﬁ \)erxt whatsoever to 1 éect It.”
Tou Ae ugatewascompeted erone
thousan Zears arlier, 1t and Its translator
Jerome, had | ng been the center of contro
versg Who was “Jerome? were he and
his Bible ranslattoncontrove flal How does
nis work mtluence Bible translation today?

The Making of a Scholar
Jerome’s Lattn ame \I\()S Euse |us H|
eronymus. He was orn apout 3 ?
of Da matlfi

Stri n In the Rogt Brovmcg
neart o present order between ltaly

and Slovenia.* His parents were moderate-

*Not all hjstortans af%ree on the dates and order
of events 1n Jerome’s li
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ly wealthy, and he tasted the advantages of
money af an early age, receiving an éduca-
tion ih Rome undér thie renowned grammari-
an Donatus. Jerome ﬁroved tobea |fted stu
dent of qrammay, rhetoric, and pniloso (Y
gunr&g is period e also began to study

reg

After Ieavmt% Rome in 366 C.E., Jeromg
wandered about, finally ending up i A(im
leia, taly, where he was introguced to the
concept ‘of asceticism, Attracted to these
views of extreme self-denial, he and a group
of friends spent the next several years Culti-
vating an ascetic way of life,

In 373 CE., an unexplained disturbance
caused the group to break up. Disillusioned,
Jerome Wandered eastward across Bithynia,

yfh e Shri
p d dbyk dprmtsston of The
cript: Courtesy

TplﬂHbewmanuscrtpl:C of the Book, Israel Museum,
IemB ﬂ Syria

T t of the Ch BttyLb ryDbI ; Top c r, Greek m:
rity

of Isr: eIA tiquities A tho



Galatrah and Cilicia and eventually arrived in
Antlocn, Syria.

The Iong éourne took its foll on him. Ex-
hausted an r health Jeromf Was
nearly overcome by fever. “Oh, if only the
Lord Jesus Christ would suddenI}/ transport
me to you,” he sald, wrrtrng to a friend. * h/
Eh)otrt ody , Weak even when well, has bee

attered.

As if |IIness loneliness, and inner conflict
were not enough, Jerome soon faced yet an-
other crrsri—as |r|tuaI one In a dréam he
saw_himself drge eoretenju ment
seat” of God. When asked to_|de
self, Jerome replied: “l am a Christian.” But
the' one presiding fired back: “Thou best
t(t,]t?ru tart a follower of Cicero and not of

IS
Urr)] until then Jeromes gassron for Iearn
ad rimari %centere on the stu gof
eva%anc SSICS r% er than on God's or
tortured esard “y the fire of oon
science.’ 8prng f0 Set atters right, Je
[OMe Vowe his dream: “Lord, i’ ever
agarn I possess worldly books or [f ever again
| tead such, | have denied Thee.”
B AT e
U r
dream. trfl he was determrne tont Ffrll hrs
VOW: tleast in Rrrncnfle So. Jerome. left
Ant loch and sought seclusion in Chalcis in
teSgré ﬁn deser Living asahﬁrmrt e im-
mers |mse rnastudyo the Bible and
theological |terature Said ferome “| read
the books of God with azea greater than |
revrous g/ %/er] to the oosof men
easo learnéd the local, Sy % Hao]o %de and

a to study Hegrewwrt elpofa Jew

ad converted to Chrrstranrty

The Pope’s Commission,
After about five years of monastic living,
S oo R
hurch topbe deeplygdrv?ded Indeed, while

he was still in the desert, Jerome had ap-
pe led to Pope Damasus for advice, saying;
The chHrch IS rent Into three factrons and
each of these Is eager to Selze me for Its.own,’
In trme Jerome decrded to align hrmself
with auImus one of the %reem N who a
laid claim to the title of bishop of Antioch.
Jerome aqreed to be ordained by Paulinus on
two conditions. First, he wanted to be free to
nursue his monastic ambitions. And second,
e, ingisted on remaining exempt from any
JrrestILY %blrgatrons to minister fo a particu-
ar chure
In 381 CE., Jerome accompanied Pauli-
nus to_the Council of Constantinople and
hereafter continued on with him to Rome.
Pope Damasus qdrckly recognized Jerome's
SC oarshrR and linguistic skills. Within a
ear Jero ewaseevated to the restr%rous
osition of private secretary to Damasu
Assecretar}/ Jerornedrdﬁotsh away from
controversg f anyt g e e me to at-
tract it. FOr example, hé continued to live as
an ascetic In the mrdst of the luxurious Ba
Pal court. In aadition, by promoting his aus
ere life-style and b s eakrng out vehement
?Tamst the worl Iy excesses of the clergy,
erome made a good number of enemies.
In’s |te ofhrs detractors, however, Jerome
recerv Po e Damasus' full SU:P ort. The
Pope had go reason to encourade Jerome
0 continué his Bible research. Af'the time,
there were numerous. Latin versions of the
Bible in use. Many of these were careless|
translated, contal mgglarmgerrors Anoth-
er concern of Damasus Was that Iangua?e Was
|vrd#nd he Easterp] and Westernrea mfs
urch. Few int eEaitknewLatrn ewW-
er mthe Wiest

new Gree
Pope Eamasus was therefore anxious for
a revised Latin transIa\ron of the Go Hels
amasuswante atransjation th twou (t
curateyref ect the original Gree ethe e
guentan cearm rt% atin, Jerome was one
the few scholars who could provide such a
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transIatron Berng fluentin Greek, Latin, and
%/nac and avrn% some working knowledge
o Hebrew he wasS well qualifie for the J00.
So with Damasus’ commission, Jerome beoan
a prorzect that would consume more than the
next 20 years of his life.

The Controversy Intensifies
Although working with great dP ed In
translatrn% the Gosp eIs Jefome displayed
a Clear, scholarly tec nique. Comparing a
of the Greek manuscripts then availablé, he
mace corrections in the Latin text, both in
style and In substance, in order to bring it
I1ito closer harmony with the Greek text
Jeromes translatron of the four Gos eIs
was generally well received, ﬁs Was rsb
In re rsron of the Psalms. which was ased
onthe Greek Seotuagrnt text. Nevertheless,
he still had critics. ~“Certain contemptible
creatures,” wrote Jerome, “were deliberate-
ly assailing me with the charge, that | had
endeavored to correct passages in the
gospels, against the authority of the
ancients and the opinion of thie whole
world.” Such denunciations intensified
after the death of Pope Damasus
In.384 CE. Jerome’s relationshi
with the new pope was less tha
favorable, so he decided to leave
gt mgstOnce more, Jerome head-

a m%rewkgc%olar

In 3ﬁ6CE Jerome settled in
Bethl eem Where ewa? 0 re-
main for the rest of his life. He
was accompanied by a small band
of loyal foflowers, rncIudrn% Pa u
la, & wealthy woman of nobil-
%/from Rome. PauIa had adopted
te ?cetrcwa of |easareh
sult of Jerome’s preac |ng Wit

Nalbandiat

28 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 1, 1999

ancral backing, gronaster
ta ||s und rfero 1e's direction erelt
pursued rssc aryworkan completed the

greatest labor of hig life.
Living .in Palestine afforded Jerome the
oPportumty to Improve his understandrng
erew He paid several Jewish tutors f
help him understand some of the more dif-
ficult aspects of the language. Evenwith atu-
tor, th ou% it was not easy, Concerning one
tea aranrna Tiberias, J erome said:
“What trouble and expense it cost me o et
Baranrnas to teach me under cover of nrgB
X did teg study at nr ht? Because Bar-
aninas feared the Jewish commumt 'S View
of his assocratrn% wrtr}a rfrtstrand e
Jerome's day, Jews oftep ridic
Hebrew speakrno &entrYVs for tRerr Inab ﬁ
ty to oronounce %ttura sounds roger
FYStrlaft r much effort, Jerome was able
master these sounds Jerome also trans-
literated a Iarge num er of ebrew words
rnto Latih. This steﬁ not only
him remember the words but aIso ré]re
served the Hebrew pronunciation of
that time.

Jerome’s Greatest Controversy
How much of the Bible thdt
Pope Damasus intended for Jerome
to translate is not clear. Buf there
1S IrttIe doubt as to how Jerome
viewed tematter Jerome was
verﬁ focused, and determrned

IS urnrng I[e Was 1o

hi 0 e it v“r%?

tt resol[u0 terrto Ide
hu Vi
revised Latin translation o?
the entire Bible.

Statue of Jerome
in Bethlehem



For the Hebrew Scriptures, Jerome.in-
tended to hase his work on the Septua%rnt
This Greek version of the Hebrew STrip-
tures, orr%nally translated In the thirgd
centur
njoged wid crrculatron among Greek-
eakrng hristians of that time.

J1 rome pro ressed with his work, how-
ever

e found | consrstencres between the
Greek manuscripts, similar to those he had
encountered in the’ Latin. Jerome’s frustra-
tion %rew Finally, he came to the conclu-
srontd rat tot roduce atreh&ble ltranslatron the
would have to bypass the Greek manuscripts
rncY mat ent/LP (h revere eptuagrnt gnd
go_direcfly to the orrgrnal Hebrew fext
This deCision caused an outcry. Jerome was
labeled by some as a falsifier Of the text, a
profaney of God, abandoning the traditions
of the church in favor of the"Jews. Even Au-
ustine—the church’s leading theologran of
e g e—pleaded with Jerome to refurn to
;[))tua Int text, saying: frrourtrans
Iatron eqifs to be more generally read
many churches it will_bea grievous thrn%
that;in{ ereadrn%ofScrrpture difference
Mmust arise betwee the Latin Churches and
the Greek Churches.’
Yes, Augustine’s fear was that the church
might split if the Western churches used
Jer me’s Latin text—based on the Hebrew
texts—while the Greek churches of the East
strII used the Septuagrnt version.* Addition-
rX ustrne voiced misgivings about put-
INg as| ethe Septuagint In favor of a trans-

|aﬁ'ﬂ) tga(} ?erd/mgr?eagtct%uaql({?tese naysdy-

ers? True to his character, Jerome | rgnore hrs
critics. He continued to 'work diréctly from
the Hebrew, and by the year 405 CE., he

* A thrng qgrp t Jero stranalatron bF-

eStheba rcg estern rrstno
@ RAJ It continues to be use astern
ristendont right down to today.

Wwas viewed by many as di-
recth(erns rred by God. Thus, the Segtu-

had completed his L atin Brfale Years later his

gate which refers
to a commonly. received Version (the Latin
vulgatus meaning “common, that which Is

translationwas dubbed \Vu

pop EJar ).
Long-Lasting Achievements

Jerome’s translation of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, was far more than a revision of

N

exrstrn% text. For generatrons to come, It

fhan ed the course
atlo

rfnf u%ntral literary acco
ourtn century,

f Bible study and trans-
“The Vulg ae sard hrsonan Wi
Durant remarns as t n%;reatest and most
plishment of the

Although Jerome 0ssessed a shar

tonque ang & contentious personality,
srnge -hande

redirected Brbe research
to th e rn rre Hebrew text. With a
d compareq ancient

He% ande Greek Brble ma uscrrpts that

are no onger available to us today. His work
ed that of the Jewish Masoretes.
Hence, the VU qate IS a valuable refFrBeInbclg

Wrthout condonrn his extreme hehavior
a reora the diligent ?forts f\t\t/t?sdccoanrI
r% H % ?e trans?atron And
Zes Jerome did fulfill hrs ?oal—he produced

also prece

for comparing alternate renderings o
texts,

or religious views, lovers of God’s

VErSial PIoneer |

omething “worthy of posterity.’
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THEY DID

JEHOVA H'S WILL

An Act of Forgiveness
Opens the Way for Salvation

HE ten sons of Jacob who stood before the
prime minister of Egypt shared a terrible
secret. Years earlier they had sold their

half brother Joseph into slavery, planning to tell
their father that he had been killed by a wild
beast.— Genesis 37:18-35.

Now, some 20 years later, a severe famine had
forced these ten men to come to Egypt to buy
grain. But things did not go smoothly. The prime
minister, who also served as food administrator,
accused them of being spies. He imprisoned one
of them and demanded that the rest return home
and bring back their youngest brother, Benjamin.
When they did so, the prime minister carried out a
plan to have Benjamin arrested.— Genesis 42:1 -
44:12.

Judah, one of Jacob's sons, protested. 'lIf we
go back home without Benjamin,' he said, 'our
father will die." Then something happened that
neither Judah nor any of his traveling compan-
ions expected. After ordering all except the sons
of Jacob to leave the room, the prime minister
wept loudly. Then, regaining his composure, he
declared: "l am Joseph."— Genesis 44:18-45:3.

Clemency and Deliverance

"Is my father still alive?" Joseph asked his half
brothers. There was no response. Indeed, Jo-
seph's half brothers were at a loss for words.
Should they be ecstatic, or should they be terri-
fied? After all, when they were 20 years youn-
ger, they had sold this man into slavery. Joseph
had the authority to imprison them, send them
home without food, or— dare they think it— ex-
ecute them! For good reason, Joseph's half broth-
ers were "unable to answer him at all, because
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they were disturbed by reason of him."— Gene-
sis 45:3.

Joseph quickly put these men at ease. "Come
close to me, please," he said. They obeyed. Then
he said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you
sold into Egypt. But now do not feel hurt and do
not be angry with yourselves because you sold
me here; because for the preservation of life God
has sent me ahead of you."— Genesis 45:4, 5.

Joseph's mercy was not extended without a ba-
sis. He had already observed evidence of their
repentance. For example, when Joseph accused
his half brothers of being spies, he overheard
them say among themselves: "Unquestionably we
are guilty with regard to our brother. . . That is
why this distress has come upon us." (Genesis
42:21) Also, Judah had offered to become a
slave in Benjamin's place in order that the young
man could be returned to his father.— Genesis
44:33, 34.

Hence, Joseph was justified in extending mer-
cy. Indeed, he realized that doing so could result
in the salvation of his entire family. Therefore, Jo-
seph told his half brothers to return to their fa-
ther, Jacob, and say to him: "This is what your
son Joseph has said: 'God has appointed me lord
for all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not de-
lay. And you must dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you must continue near me, you and your
sons and the sons of your sons and your flocks
and your herds and everything you have. And |
will supply you with food there.""— Genesis 45:
9-11.

The Greater Joseph

Jesus Christ can be called the Greater Joseph,
for there are striking similarities between these



two men. Like Joseph, Jesus was mistreated by his
brothers, fellow descendants of Abraham. (Com-
pare Acts 2:14, 29, 37.) Yet, both men expe-
rienced an extraordinary reversal. In time, Jo-
seph's status of a slave was changed to that of
prime minister, second only to Pharaoh. Similar-
ly, Jehovah raised Jesus from the dead and exalt-
ed him to a superior position "to the right hand
of God."— Acts 2:33; Philippians 2:9-11.

As prime minister, Joseph could dispense food
to all who came to Egypt to buy grain. Today, the
Greater Joseph has upon earth a faithful and dis-
creet slave class through whom he is dispensing
spiritual food "at the proper time." (Matthew
24:45-47; Luke 12:42-44) Indeed, those who
come to Jesus "will hunger no more nor thirst any-
more . . . because the Lamb, who is in the midst
of the throne, will shepherd them, and will guide
them to fountains of waters of life."— Revelation
7:16, 17.

Lesson for Us

Joseph provides an outstanding example of
mercy. Strict justice would have demanded that
he punish those who had sold him into slavery. In
contrast, sentiment could have moved him simply
to overlook their transgression. Joseph did nei-
ther. Instead, he tested his half brothers' repen-
tance. Then, when he saw that their sorrow was
genuine, he forgave them.

We can imitate Joseph. When someone who
has sinned against us displays a genuine change
of heart, we should forgive him. Of course, we
should never let mere sentiment blind us to gross
wrongdoing. On the other hand, we should not
let feelings of resentment blind us to acts of gen-
uine repentance. So let us "continue putting up
with one another and forgiving one another free-
ly." (Colossians 3:13) In doing so, we will be im-
itating our God, Jehovah, who is "ready to for-
give."— Psam 86:5; Micah 7:18, 19.
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"Tall as a Cedar
on Lebanon"

N THE beautiful mountains of Lebanon

grow trees that are known as Arz Ar-

rab, meaning "Cedars of the Lord."

These imposing evergreens, which once
blanketed the mountains, are mentioned in the Bi-
ble some 70 times— more than any other tree.

To describe the stately cedars of Lebanon, the
Scriptures use the words "choice" and "majestic."
(Song of Solomon 5:15/ Ezekiel 17:23) The cedar's
size and the durability of its wood have long made
it popular for building homes and ships as well
as for making furniture. The fragrance and warm
red color of the wood are very attractive, and

its high resin content makes
it resistant to decay and in-
sect infestation. The trees are
strikingly tall and massive,
attaining a height of up to
120 feet and a circumference
of up to 40 feet, and they have
deep, strong roots. No won-
der some modern foresters
have described them as "the
crowning glory of the plant
world"!

The Bible writer Ezekiel pro-
phetically likened the Messiah
to a twig of a cedar, which
God himself then plants. (Eze-
kiel 172§j In fact, the Hebrew
word for "cedar" comes from
a root meaning "to be firm."
Today, followers of the Messi-
ah, Jesus Christ, likewise need
to "stand firm in the faith,
... grow mighty," like a tall,
resilient cedar. (1 Corinthi-
ans 161 How can this be
accomplished? By firmly re-
sisting unchristian influences
and steadfastly enduring in a
course of integrity and god-
ly devotion. Those who do so
are described in the Bible as
"the righteous . . . [who] grow
tall as a §§d r on Lebanon."
— Psalm 1 y The New En-
glish Bible.
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