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Many Profess Faith

[Iv ESUS is wonderful! He is just marvel-

| ous!” exclaimed a reljgious woman in
J Brazil. Ingeed, there 1S no denqu the
power of Jesus’ name. Throughout history,
%Fr%ple have willingly suffered and died for

The apostles Peter and John_preached
‘upon_the hasis of Jesus’ name’ in Jerusa-
em. For domg that, they were arrested and
logged. Yet they “wenf their way from be-
org"the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they
had heen counted worthy to"be dishonored

In behalf of his name."—Acts 5:28, 41,

. Antipas was another first-century Chris-
tian who esteemed Jesus’ name. In‘the last
book of the Bible, Revelation, Jesus referred
to him as “my witness, the faithful one, who
was Killed by your side, where Satan
IS dwelling:”" (Revelation 2;13)

Along with"other Christians in

Pergdmum, Antipas refused to

deny his faith in Christ. Anti-

pas held fast to Jesus’name even at the cost
of his own ife! _

About half a century later, in 155 CE., a
professed Christian named Polycarp faced a
similar test when he was ordéred to revile
Christ. His response was: “Elghtg-sm years
have | served Him, and He has done me no
wrong. How can | blaspheme my King who
has saved me?” Because of his refusal to deny
Christ, Polycarp was burned at the stake.

The apastles, Antipas, and others were
willing to seal their witness about Christ by
death™What about people today?

Jesus’ Name Today
Jesus’ name continues to stir up strong
emotions. In Latin America, the growth rate
of churches that profess to beliéve in Jesus
has been at its highest in recent decades.
Eventhe smallest Villages have a Pentecos-
tal church. At the same time, the politi-
cal clout of such churches i %rowmg.
In Brazil’s Congress and Sehate, for



example, seats are occupied by members
of these churches.
_Jesus is also the focal point of @ new reli-
lous movement In the ‘United States. Its
llowers cal] themselves Promise KeePers
Ime magazme reported in 1997 that a ten
dance at thelr meetmgs qlew from 4
in 1991 to .1 million“n 1996. One of |ts
hymns goes; “Oh victory in Jesus, my Sav-
10r forever.”
However, not aII sentlments |nsp|red by
Jesus’ name abve been nob g he hanner of
war has often been unfurled to the sound of

his name. Jews have been massacred, hea-
thens slaughtered dissenters tortured mu-
tilated, and burned at the sta e—aII in the
name of Jesus. And more recentg the com-
mercializing of evangelism has ecome no-
torious. All"of this is a perverse and, repul-
sive misuse of Jesus’name and what it truly
stands for!

Furthermore, it raises some Pertment
uestions: What is entailed in putting faith
In Jesus’ name? And what is the view of Je-
hovah's Witnesses on this subject? The next
article will answer these questions.

The Name That Leads to True Faith

OU do not b%|eve In Jesus and his

redeemin "sald @ woman

I to one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. A

man asserted: “You call yourselves Jehovah S
Witnesses, but | am a witness of Jesus.”

The view that Jehovah's Witnesses do not
believe in Jesus or that they do not give him
enough prominence IS quité common. What,
though, are the facts?

It |s true that Jehovah’s Witnesses feel
strong %about God’s name, Jehovah* Ita-
mar |tnessm Brazil, recalls: “The turn-
Ing point in my life came when | learned the
name of God."When | read it for the first
time, it was as if I had awakened from a
deep sleep. The name Jehovah shook me and
moved me; it touched the deepest part of my
soul.” Nevertheless, he adds: Iyheartover
flows with Tove for Jesus as wel

TR et
ue&% i \Pd/rh e, fgé e i
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Yes, Jehovah 'S Witnesses recognize that to
gain ever astlng life, they must put faith

e name of the Son of God,” Jesus. (1 John
5:13) But what is meant by the expression ‘in
the hame of Jesus™

_ What Jesus’ Name Stands For
In, the name of Jesus™ and similar ex-
Pressmns are found throughout the Chris-
ian Greek Scriptures, or “New Testament.”
In fact, the wor “name” used with reference
t0 Jesus’ role appears more than 80 times,
some 30 times i the book of Acts alone. The
first-century. Christians baptized In Jesus
name, cured in his name, ta ht|nh|s name,
called on his name, suffered for his name,
%gdgma nified hl% name.—Acts 2:38: 3:16: 5
Accordtngf to_one Btble dictiopary, the
Gregk word for “name” s frequently used in
the Bible “for all that a name implies, of au-
thority, character, rank, majesty, power, ex-
cellerice, etc., of everything that the name



covers.” Jesus’ name, therefore, stands for
the maAestrc and vast executive authority
that Jehovah God has entrusted to him, Je-
sus himself stated: “All authority has been
ven me In heaven and on the earth.” (Mat-
ew 28:18) After Peter and John had cured
a Iame man the Jewrsh relrgrous |eaders de-
manded: Power Of In whose name
did ¥ou dothrs’) Pe r then boldly expressed
his Taith in the authority and power repre-
sented by Jesus’ name when he made known
that it was “in the name of Jesys Christ the
Nazarene,... by this ong does this man stand
ReSre1 Osound in“front of you."—Acts 3:1-10;

Faith in Jesus or in Caesar?
Professing such faith in Jesus’name, how-
ever, would not be easy, As Jesus had fore-
told hrsdrschIes would be ‘objects ofhatred
K/Ia the nations on account of his name.’
atthew 24:9) Whg Because Jesus’ name
represents hrs Posr lon as God’s ap-
Pornted uler, the King of kings,
o whom all the nations shoul
bow In submission,
something they are
not ready or will-
&r to do.—Psalm
2:1-1.

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day also did
not want to bow in submission to Jesus. They
stated: “We have noking hut Caesar,” there-
by rejecting God’s Son, FJohn 19:13-15) In-

ead, the puttherrfart mthe name—the

power and authority—of Caesar and

Ererral overnment.” They even decided that
esus should die so that'they could preserve
therrgosrtron and rank.—John 11:47-53,

In the centuries after Jesus’ death, manY
of those who claimed to be Christians adop
ed an attitude similar to that of the Jewish
|eaders. These so-called Christians PUt their
faith in the Power and authority of the State

and got involved in its conflicts. For instance,
|n the 11th century, after the chyrch had or-
?anrzed idle warriors into the militia Chris-

or Christian knights, “the responsibility
for the conduct of Just war was removed from
the secular powers of Christendom and as-
sumed, instead, by the church through the

his im-



In Jesus' name, millions have Kkilled
and been killed

O R
masonta ?cn?sader 0] : h i

hevg Abytak
Par In crusades theZh made a con-
trfa with. God and had assured themselves

a lace in Paradise.’

(fme may argue that it is passible to, be
Ioaya 10 esusa # the same tjme parttﬁ
h te In_political a atrs as well as iIn t
atlons wa They may fee lhhahlt IS the

n%tlap tay éo com at evil wherever it
may be found dnd that this Includes resort-
Ing fo war It necessary. But did the early
Christians share this view?

“The e:arlgest Christians did nof serv
ﬁarme rees,” states an article In

rtstla[t etu(}/n? azine. It e atns

atu til the decade of 170 %SOCE therel
no eV| encew teverthat ristians serve
ea.rtlce the : Onoy

In t e
a ually { d Christians apan ont elropp
|t|on to'military serV|ce

What have héen the consequences? “Per-
haps nothing has done morg to discredit
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Christianity than jts rnractlce of taktn%
stand vntually Indisti gmshable from t

of nonr r&tlans on é ractice of war,”
notes he Christian entr article. “That
g ristians on the one h d espouse the
altho the gentle Saworwhlleo the other
the warﬂnag ﬁgort religious or nationaljs-

hlah ars far toward damaging the

Imitating_the Early Christians Today
Is it possible for Chrjstians todaY to ini-
tate the sterllng example of the early Chris-
tians? Jehovah sW|tnesses In this century
ave Shown thlat Itis. pﬁgkln abod
eedttorof oIocaust ucational Digest
noted: “No Jehovah’s Witness will ever goto
war__Ifeveryone in the world in position of
powerhad beén of this fatth [World War 1]
Would never have happened.”

The same. can be Said of more recent re-
gional conflicts, such as the one that raged
i Northern Ireland. Some years ago, one
of Jehovah's Witnesses was preaching from
house to house In a Protestant area In the
cn ofBeIfast One householder, after learn-

g{t at th e Witness had formerly_been a

atholic, asked: “When you were a Catholic,

did you support the IRA [Irish RePubltcan
Army|?” The Witness realized that the man
could turn violent because he had been de-
tained after belng caught armed with a gun
on his way to kill a Catrolic and had | |ust been
released, Sothe Witness answered: ™| am not
a Cathollc now. | am one. of Jehovah’s Wit-
Hses atrue Christian, Iwould never

Yone or ny govement or any man.

hat thﬁ ySeholder shook his haqd
an said: “All killing Is wrong. You people
are doing good work. Keep it up.’

at Putti
in Jesus’ Pnch I\ﬁltarhs

Putting faith in Jesus’ name, however,
means more than simply refraining from



Jesus

didnot harbor racial
prejudice. Do you?

war. It means obeying all

of Christ’s commandments.
After all Jesus stated:
“You are my friends if you
do what |'am command-
Ing you,” and qne of his
commandments IS that we

“love one another.” (‘John
15:14, 17) Love seeks 1o do
good to dthers, It banishes
all racial, relrgrous and so-
cial prejudice: Jesus dem-
onstrated how

The Jews in. Jesus’ day
had strong feelings agarnst
the Samaritans. In" con-
trast, Jesus talked to a Sa-
maritan woman, and as a
result, she and many oth-
ers put faith in his name.

(John 4:39) Jesus also stat-
ed that his disciples would
be witnesses of him “hoth rnJerusaIem and
Inall Judea and Samarra andto the most drs
tant part of the earth.’ iA%t His Ijfe-

IVIng message was not to be restricted to

e JEws, Accordrngly, Peter was Instructed
to visit the Roman“centurion Cornelius. Al-
though it was unlawful for a Jew to visit
someone of another race, God showed Peter
that he * should call no man defiled or un-
clean."—Acts 10:28.

In rmrtatren of Jesus, Jehovah's Witnesses
erIrng all people—whatever their ra-
fra r 'ﬂ]OUS or economic background—to
earn of esal ation that comes through Je-
sus’name. Faith In Jesus’ name moves them
r%ublrclréto declare that Jesus is Lord.’ tg 0-

ans 10:8, 9) We urge you to accept their

heI S0 that nnou too may learn to put faith
esus’ na

The name of Jesus should trul rnsRne
feelings of hon?r respect, and obedience
The a ostePau stat *In the name of Je-
sus e er% nee should bend ofthose In heav-
en and those on eart and th ose under the

Eroun .and ever gCueshou openyac
nowe e that Jesus Christ 15, Lord 10 the

Mk e

Itants maynot be wi nq mrttoJe
susruet\fVBres? haAetrmers
arw enal peogewr ave to (o so or pe-

% gz hessaloni n5169g Now, therefore, Is
the time to put faitn in Je
Ing all his commandments.
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Hated for their faith

“You will beobjects of hatred by all people on account of my name.
—MATTHEW 10:22

A NHONESTshoP eeép r from the island  tries have recentl endured For most of Je-
ZA of é)ret% rsarest dozens of times hovahsWrtneass %we er, great suffe
JL A 3P rouﬁ % ore Greek coHrts rn\? at the hands of other ns I a rela-
repeatedly, Altogether, he serves moret ag e\klrrare occurrence. J ehov s people are
?xyears rn prrs away from nis wife an n worldwide for therrfr[re conduct—a
ive children. I Japan: a 17-year-old stu- reputation that gives no valig reason, for
dent Is expeIIed fro %chool althugh he I an one to want toharm them. (1 Peter 2:11,
well-behaved and at the to ofhrs cIass ?f The F%not lot congpiracies or engaﬁ
42 students. |n Fra cear”n Peop In"hurtful behavior. (1 Peter 4:15) O
are summarily drsc arg[% rom F contrar H) t rvebgtheBrbe COUSV-
P grgent event ouﬂg e have excel Et sel t? e In subjection first to God, then to
g sofdrlr%enta conscientious work.  secular qovern ents They pay t axes re-
at 15 the common thread In these real- qurrea t?% aw and en eah&’r “he_peace-
Ife experiences? able with all m n ’gRomans 12 18" 136
%AII the rndrvrd%als rnvolved are Jen [ 1Peter213 Int errBrbeeducatronal
van’s, Witnesses. Their crrrp ? Basica dy work, the foster respect for law f amr vaI
practrcrn% thelr reIr jous beliefs,_In o Ues, a mor lity. anm verpmens have
Rce to the te C Ings of JeSlrhS Ptlt the prarsth em or bern aw-abiding citizens.
s ee er a ee sharrn rs art with omans s the o e”'”g ara-
tt ew 2 He was con- 3 n ndrcates they ave at times b tar
vrcte un er an arc ale Greek Iaw [? f'“on_'ﬂ ? ands, even of
at m [0se ytrs crimina| overnmg tal bans. Shou rT that surprise us?
est ent as expelleqd hecause rs Br i~
frained. conscience WOU not ermr The “Cost” of Discipleship
to participate in com usor n 0 Japa 4 JesusChrrstIeft nodoubt aboutwhat be-
nesesword]sman hrIp ) drills, sarah24 And rn%hrsdrsc rPlewou involve. “A averfnot
those disc ard from their employment in ate H Prsmaster he told folon
France were Informe tatteso rea H they haye persecuted me, they h
for the|r dismissa wa}st af t ent ersecute %uaso Jesus was hated “wit
themse ves as Jehova rtnes es Ut cause. Ei 25 Psalm 69:4;
3Such ﬂ erwerrences are %prcal of Lu e 23 222) Hrs drscrﬁ es could eEP t the
what Jehovan’s Witnesses in some coun- %arrnrﬁagr[r anlgr?govgéasPount huesrtrrlrg?ne dtaesrrns
enazured”bt‘deh”'a‘e sjth?trnree&'e's'f?orex racticing 1t(§02u2 vvzrjllgbe objects of hatred."—Matthew

neir religious be LL,

I\l\/h ggreat? errng at the harfrds of othefr

mang lative g yare decurrence for most 0 Accordrn% esua agould one expect on
ehovah’s Witnesses' becomrng on Isciples

8 THEWATCHTOAMER- CECEVBER 1, 1998



The first-century Christians
preached the good news with
uncompromising zeal

5Consg uenil y, Jesus urged
Pros oesct“o | é)weerss tlo c0 nt

eVIsea é@anngrd(
S|0n \N){ Not 0 a5 t0 eC|de
whether they should become
his followers or not, hut so as to
be dFtermmed to fltlﬂll what I |3
Involved. We must be prep are
to_endure any trials or ard-
fh gs that corhe with the privi-
eg gLuke 14:27) No one forces
us'to Serve Jehovah as a follow-
er of Christ. It is avountaré
decision: it Is also an Informe
decision. We know beforehand
that in addition to the bless-
Ings that we will experience
frgm_entering into a dedicated
relationship with God, we will
be “obAects of hatred.” So we are not puz-
Zled w enwe meet with opposition. We have
counte the cost and we4are fully prepared

to (? V\y it.—1 Peter 4

hy would Some, mcludmg certain gov-
ernmenta authorities, want {0 oppose frue
Christians? For the answer, it is helpful to
examine two_religious r?rou s In the first
century C.E. Both"were Nated—but for very
different reasons.

Hateful and Hated
7By the first century C.E., Israel was un-

a). For what reason did Jesus Wﬂ -
ect|v folé)wers to countt ecoa gvf Z
en

n we not be puzzled w
Wlt %%%Stl Itoenchln s reflecte
Gent||es and Z7’1at ar%tu edeve(iope
Jews as a result

optempt f
d among the

Fer Roman rule, and Judaism, the Jewish re-
fglouss ystem, Was b;i and Iar%e In the_ op-
gesswe r(1;r|p of such eadersa the scribes
arisees. (Matthew 23:2-4) These fa-
natic Ieaders took the Mosa|c Law’s pre-
cepts regard mg ﬁparateness rom éhe na-
t|ons an '[WISt d them to re%uwedm ain for
non Jews. In the process, t roduced a
religion that engendered hatred or Gentiles
and” in turn, eI|C|ted hatred from Gentiles.
8 It was not d|ff|cu|t for the JeW|sh |ead-
ers to preach contemgt gnu eé sn\ce
the Je ?at that time_consigered enH es
to be vile creatures. The religious leaders
taught that a Jewish woman must never be
alorie with Gentiles, for they “are suspected
of lewdness.” A JeW|sh man must not “re-

main alone with them since they are sus-
pected of shedding blood.” Milk (¥rawn by a

THEWATCHTOMER- CEEVEER 1, 198 9



Gentile could not be used unless a Jew had
been present to watch the process. Through
the influence of their leaders, the Jews de-
veloped an aloofness and a rigid exclusive-
ness.—Compare John 4.9,

9Such teachings regarding.non-Jews did
IrttIe to promot? good reldtions between
Jews and Gentiles. Gentiles, came to regard
Jews as haters of all mankind. The Roman
historian Tacitus (born about 56 CE,) said
of Jews that “they regard the rest of man-
kind with all the hatred of enemies,” Taci-
tus also claimed that Gentiles who became
Jewish proselytes were taught to disown
their country “and hold as worthless their
family and friends. For the most part, the
Romdns tolerated the Jews, who were suf-
ficiently numerous to be formidable. But a
Jewish revoIt in 66, C.E. prompted harsh Ro-
man reprrsas Ieadrng to the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 C

DHow did that vrew of foreigners com-
Pare with the form of worship outlined in
he Mosaic Law? The Law did Promote sep-
arateness from the nations, but this was |n
order to protect the Israelrtes 6oartrcu arly
th err pure worshJo os ua 2 Even s,
the aw required that f orergners be treat-
ed with Justrce and fairness and that they
be received hospitably—as Ion? as they did
not flagrantly disobey Israel’s faws. (Leviti-
cus 24:22) By departing from the reasonable
Spirit cIearIY eviden in the Law respectrn
Eorer gners he Jewrsh relig |ous lead ers o
esus’ oduced a orm of wors
engend ery dp hate and was hated. In qte en
the first- century Jewish_nation lost Jeho-
van’s favor.—Matthew 23:38.

1ls there alesson in this for us? Yes, there

9. Wh%t was the effect of the t)eachrng by Jew-
|sh Iea ers\r/\e/ ardrtn non etzws f did

at treatment o oerner |
fe ge}chrequrreq]“ h esgon 0 we
earn from what happened to Ju arsm

10 the watchtower— December i, 1998

Is. A self-righteous, superior attitude that
looks down tpan those who do not share our
relrgrous bellefs does not accurately repre-
sent the pure worship of Jehovah, nor does
it please him, Consider the faithful Chris-
tians in the first century. They did not hate
non-Christians, nor did they rise in revoIt
against Rome. Nevertheless, they were “ob-
Jects of hatred.” Why? And by whom?

The Early, Chrjstians

8 Dy VoA
DIt is clear from Jesus teachrngs that he
intended for his disciples to have 4 balanced
view of non-Christians. On the one hand,
he said that his followers would be sepa-
rate from the world—that is, they would
shun attitudes and conduct that were in con-
flict with Jehovah’s righteous ways. They
would remain_neutral"in matters of war
and politics. (John 17:14, 16) On the other
hand; far from preaching contempt for non-
Christians, Jesus told his followers to ‘love
their enemies. ' (Matthew 5:44) The apos-
tle Paul urged Chrrstrans “Ifyour enemy IS
hungry, fegd him; if he is th nstzy ive fim
somet |n todrrnk" (Romans 12:20} He also
to 1Ch r| |tansto Workwhat is good toward

—Galatians 6

BYet Christ’s drscrples soon found them-
selves “objects ofhatﬁd from three sources.
Frrstwere the Jewish religious leaders. Lit-
tle wonder that the Christians quickly at-
tracted therr attentron| The Christians had
g rrnch %mora lity and mtegrrtg and
ervee a ope Inspiring mesSage with
freryzea Thousan sabandonedJudarsm and
embraced Christianity. (Acts 2:41; 4:4: 6:7) To
the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus’ Jewish

12, How is it o# ﬁr from the Scrrptu[es that Je-
us Wantﬁ his. followers to have a balanced view
of non-Christians?

13. Why were the EFWJSF religious leaders so
opposed to Christ’s disciples?



'WORKING WHAT IS GOOD TOWARD ALL'

Jehovah's Witnesses endeavor to heed the Bi- rica to help with relief efforts. Well-organized
ble's admonition to "work what is good toward camps and field hospitals were quickly set up to
all." (Galatians 6:10) In times of need, love of administer aid. Huge quantities of food, cloth-
neighbor motivates them to help those who do ing, and blankets have been airfreighted. The
not share their religious views. For example, dur- number of refugees who benefited from this re-
ing the calamitous situation in Rwanda in 1994, lief effort was more than triple the number of
Witnesses from Europe volunteered to go to Af- Witnesses in the area.

disciples were nothing more than apostates! gan worship, and those who lost both trade

1(Compare Acts 13: 45% These angry. leaders ~ and money resen ted It,

elt that Christianity nullified théir tradi- BTBrrd Ch rrstran? becaﬁre objects offha

tions. Why, it even denred their view of Gen- ~ tred” ythe natrona IStiC om s. At first,

télﬁs' tFrom 3%CE OtTr Gentrlefs ct%uldé)ecome ahsem% r?ﬁ nSe P/Vgres Q%VSJ?JFESQ”&PO%%S
ristians, sharing the same faith and enjoy- rP %

Yet, in time, mere rof essr

in tctg same prrvr?eges as Jewish Christians. tr ny ﬁ%%nbe aé]ngsr cfe e%@' ea&n%g (ﬁmh
Y Second Chrrstrans incurred the hatred |V

of paga worshipers, For example, in an- Jan I f seef as Vs pe

cretrrr]t hesus, Athte making ofsrlfvterblshgnes stians

of the goddess Artemis was a profitable busi-

NEss. gut when Paul reache% there, acon- ~ —\Why H]ele%a ythe Roman World?

siderable number of Ephesrans responded, ]6Prrmarr| Chrrstrans wer%hated in.the

abandoning the worshrér of Artemis. With Roman WOF for practrcrng eir religious
their trade threatened, the ﬁrlversmrtlhs Ee |9 v%re %m e t e B?teS? rﬁget
rioted. (Acts 19:24-41) Somet rng similar |trca oftice an el Xe 2 It

happened after Chrrstranrty spread into Bi-
thynia_(now northwest Turkey). Not long g%r tedea\él(r:neerﬁ o re(s)r% te rrvo Vgﬁ&eurs%'?é&
af er the Christian Greek Scriptures were 35211 3ffairs of life.” says historian A
completed, the governar of Bltfynia, Pliny gustus Neander. Being. no}yJ it o% the world
ounger, reporte that pagan temples  Ziso meant avoiin ed ways of the
Were desrted and that sales of fodder for  corry f Roman W09| The it Ie rsrrrstran
sacrificial animals declined greatly, Chris-  communities were troub rngt easure-
tians were blamed—and persecuted—since  mad pagan worI wrth theirpiet gda thelr
therrworshrf) did not allow for animal sacri-  dece cf expl rstorran D rant.
fices and idols. (Hebrews 10:1-9; 1 John 5213 1 Pe ? Y gersecutrngﬂ exe
Clearly, tes(Pread of Christianity affected  Cuting Ch rrstra Romans might have

certarnveste interests connected with pa- soug It to srlence the troublesome “voice of
conscience.

rborsm grgoc(r;rlrvrstrans amn the atred what ways di Chr ans k se arate
a G b pLampie (0 L1 d e un
Ea \zh ristians earrre to be “objects of hatre romt ewol Ra/ndwx |§ 1S ma ¢ the

at third group’ popular rnt oman wor
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['The first-century Christians Rreached
the good news of God’s Kingdom with uncom-
Eromlsmg zeal. éMatthew 24:14) By about

0C.E., Paul could say that the good news had
been “preached in all creation that is un-
der heaven.” (Colossians 1:23) By the end of
the first century, Jesus’ followers haq made
disciples throughout the Roman Empire—in
Asia, Europe, and Africa! Even some mem-
bers of “the household of Caesar” became
Christians.* (Philippians 4.22) This zealous
preaching aroused resentment. Says Nean-
der: “Christianity steadily mace progress
among People of very rank, and threatened
to ovérthrow the religion of the state.”

Blesus’ followers rendered Jehovah ex-

clusive devotion. (Matthew 4:8-10) Perhaps
this aspect of their worship, more than any
other, put them at odds with Rome. The
Romans were tolerant of other rellglons, as
long as their adnerents also shared in em-
perdr worship, The early Christians simply
could not participate in’such WOYShIP. The
viewed themselves as being accountable to
an authorit h|Jgher than that of the Roman
State, namely, Jehovah God. (Acts 5:29) As a
result, no matter how fine a citizen a Chris-
tian was in all other res?ects, he was consid-
ered an enemy of the State.

DThere was yet another reason why faith-

*The expression “household of Caesar” dpes no
necessarily refer to [mmediate family members o
Nero, thert reigning, Rather, It may apply fo domes-
tjc servants a or officials, Who.perhaps ren-
ered such household services as cooking and. clean-
Ing In behalf of the imperial family and staff,

}7. What showg that the greaﬁhin_ work of the
Irst-century Christians was effective?

18. How did nderm% Jehmaah e_xcluts]we devo-
tion put the Christians at odds with the Roman
%ove nment?

.. 20. h largel ible f
ik g?gn or that. %rfg%&{e?ap%ﬂ%'utefa?{h‘#&j
Chr,lstlansh bJa\A\égat alse charges were raise

against Chri
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ful Christians came to be “objects of hatred”
in the Roman world: Vicious slander abqut
them easily gained belief, charges for which
the Jewish re_I|P|ous |eaders were in no small
way_responsible, (Acts 17:5-8) About 60 or
61 "C.E., when Paul was in Rome awaltm_%|
trial by Emperor Nero, leading Jews sai
of Christians: “Truly as regards this sect it
IS known to_us that everywhere it is spo-
ken against.” (Acts 28:22) Nero could hardly
have failed to hear slanderous stories about
them, In 64 C.E., when he was blamed for
the fire that ravaged Rome, Nero reportedly
selected as scapegoats the alyeady maligned
Christians. This appears to have precipitat-
ed a wave of violent persecution bent on ex-
terminating the Christians. o
D The false chargfes against Christians
were often a mixture of outright lies and a
twisting of their beliefs. Becalise they were
monotheistic and did not worship the émper-
o, the% were labeled atheists.” Since some
non-Christian family members opposed
their Christian relatives, Christians were ac-
cused of breaking up families. (Matthew 10:

How Would You Answer?

0O Why did Jesus urge prospective
followers to count the cost of
discipleship?

O The prevailing view of non-Jews had
what effect on Judaism, and what
do we learn from this?

O Faithful early Christians faced
opposition from what three
sources?

O For what basic reasons were the
early Christians "objects of hatred"
by the Romans?



21) They were branded cannibals, which ac-

cusation, Say some SoUrces, was "hased on
a distortion of Jesus’ words uttered at the
Lord’s Evening Meal —Matthew 26

2 Like the early Christians, Jehovah's
Witnesses in modern times have been “ob-
jects of hatred” in various lands. Yet they do
not hate non-Witnesses; nor have they ever

21 There ore farthfuIChrrstrans were ‘ob-been a seedbed of insurrection against gov-

jects of hatreq” pte omans for two 0a-
src reasons: (1) their Bible-based belrefs
and . practices, and (%] the false accusations
against them. Re ?ar less of the reason, the
opposers had but one” objective—the ‘sup-
pression of Christianity. Of course, the real
Instigators of the persecution of Christians
Were”superhuman opposers unseen wicked
spirit forces.—Ephesians 6:12.

21. For what two reasons were Christians “ob-
Jects of hatred™

ernments On the contrary, they are kndwn
worldwide for p ractrcrnlg genurne love that
crosses all socral racial, and ethnic barri-
ers. Wh rY then, have the been persecut-
ed? And how do they respond t0 opposi-
tion? These duestrons will be discussed In
the next artic

What exa dple WS hat Jehov hsWrt
en eavor t at P E)wg
ee 0x on a
cusse

In the nex a '[IC

Defending our faith

Sanctifythe Christ as Lord inyour hearts, always ready to make a
defense before everyone that demands ofyou a reasonfor the Rope inyou.
—1PETER 3:15,

N MOST countrres Jehavah's Witness-
f are general d/ recognized as honest
clean- |vrng pe p any view them as

good neighbors Who do not cause any trou-
le. Yet, ronically, these peace-loving Chris-
tians have suffered unjust persecution—in
times OB vtrrar antd of peace Tlhe¥ atrethnot
surprised by such opposition. In Tac
ex Fect It, AX fter all pﬁ] know that fartw
fu Chrrstrarﬁ Int efrrs centu dE ere
ects of hatred, g sould those
en(p’leavorrn to b% true followers (?fC rist
today expect to be treated any different-

hy are Jeho ahs Witnesses not, syr-
prrsedVY)yyopposrtron ut what do they desire?

ly? fMatthevv 10;22) Besides, the Bible says:
All'those desiring to [ive with godly devo-
tion in association with Christ Jesus will
also be persecuted.”—2 Timothy 312
2 . Jehovah’s Witnesses do not seek per-
secution, nor do they enjoy the hardships
—fines, rmprrsonments or harsh treat-
ment—it may bring. They desire to ‘lead a
calm and uret life soth t they can preach
the good news of God Krngrom without
hindfance, ( 1T|motg g hey appreci-
ate the religious freedom they have In most
lands to cdrry_on with their’ worship, and
they conscientiously do what they can to
“be”peaceable with“all men,” including the
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rulers of human ?overnments (Romans 12
h8t 1% -7) Why, Then, are they “objects of
atre
3Basically, Jehovah’s Witnesses have been
unjustly hated for the same reasons that the
early Christians were persecuted. First, Je-
hovan's Witnesses act upon their religious
heliefs |n ways_that mak e them unoopu
ar wrt some. For exa é)e they zea ousy
nreach the good news of God’s Kingdom, but
people often misunderstand their zeaI view-
ng their preaching as aggressrve prosely-
tiZing.” (Compare Acts 4:19, 20.) They alSo
are neutral toward the politics and wars of
the nations, and sometimes this has been
wrong lP/ taken  to mean that the Witnesses
are disfoyal citizens.—Micah 4:3, 4.
4Second, Jehovah's Witnesses have been
targets of false accusations—barefaced [ies
an twrsted presentatrons of therr heliefs,
As.a result, th e& have een the obect of
unjustified attack In some lands, urther
because they seek nonblood medical treat-
ment that s in harmony with their de-
sire to obey the Bible’s command to ‘ab-
stain from blood,’ they have wrongly been
labeled chrId murderers and “a suicide
cult.” (Acts 15:29) But the fact is that Jeho-
van’s Witnesses place a high value on life,
and they seek to obtain the best available
medical care for themselves and their chil-
dren. The accusation that numerous chil-
dren of Jehovah’s Witnesses die each year
as a result of refusrn(f blood fransfusions
Is. totally unfounded. Tn addition, because
Bible truth does not have the same effect
on all family members, Witnesses have also
been accuséd of breaking up families. Yet

% WBat IS one r ason w Jehovah’s Witnesses
ave heen unj ust

#—Iow have Jehovah tnesses been
gar ets of false, accusatrons°g }N 0 have ofte
the principal mstrgator of persecution 0
Jehova s servants?

14 THEWATCHTOAER- DECAVEER 1,1998

those acquainted with Jehovah’s Witnesses
know that they hlgh% re(]rard family life
and try to follow the Biblical commands that
a husband and wife love and respect each
other and that children obey their parents
whether they are believers or not.—Ephe-
sians 5:21-6:3.

5In many instances, the principal insti-
ﬁators of persecution of Jehovah's servants
ave turned out to e religious. opposers
who have used their influence with politi-
cal authorities and the media to try to sup-
press the actjvities of the Witnesses. How
should we, Jehovah's Witnesses, respond to
such opposition—whether 1t 1s a résult of
our beliefs and practices or because of false
accusations?

“Let Yow Reasonzh'emss Become

670 be%m with, we need to have the right
view—Jehovah’s view—af those who do ot
share our religious convrctrons Otherwrse
we might unnecessan“?r invite hostilit or
reproach from others et your reasondb|
ness become known to_all men " wrote the
a oste Paul. (Philippians 4:5) Hence, the
ble encourages us to have a balanced view
of those outsice the Christian congregation.
70n the one hand, the Scriptures ver
clearly admonish us to “keg [ourselves\j
without_spot from the worI ""(James L.
27: &:4) The term “world” here, as in many
places |n the Bible, has reference to the
Mmass of umanrt% ro}art from true Chris:
tians, We live In the midst of this society of
people we come in contactwrth them on'the
110 at school, in_th e neighborhood. SJohn
1, 15 1 Corinthians 59, 10) Yet, we
keep ourselves without spot from the world

Why is it impqgrtant to have a balanced vrew
of tho e outsrcrtne t(he Chrrstran congrePatron

What | *s involved in é<eep|ng ourselves “with-
out spot trom the worl



by shunm_n(i attitudes, speech, and conduct
that conflict with God’s righteous ways. It
is also vital that we recognize the danger of
intimate association with this world, partic-
ularly with those who show utter disregard
for Jehovah’s standards.—Proverbs 13.20.
8However, the counsel to remain without
spot from the world does not give us any ba-
sis for categorically belittling those who are
not Jehovah's Witnesses. (Proverbs. 8:13)
Recall the example of the Jewish rellgg,lous
leaders, discussed in the preceding article.
The form of _rel|?|on they developed did not
win favor with Jehovah? nor did it contrib-
ute to good relations with non-Jews. (Mat-
thew 21:43, 45) From their self-righteous
Perch, these fanatic men looked down on
he Gentiles. We do not take such a narrow
view, treating non-Witnesses with disdain,
Like the aRostI_e Paul, our wish is that all
who hear the Bible’s messagre_ of truth gain
God’s favor.—Acts 26:29; 1 Timothy 2.3, 4.
9A balanced, Scrlﬁtural view should af-
fect the way we speak about non-Witnesses.
Paul instructed Titus to remind the Chris-
tians on the island of Crete “to speak inju-
riously of no one, nqt to be belligerent, tobe
reasonahle exhlbmn% all mildness toward
all men.” (Titus 3:2) Notice that Christians
were to speak injuriously of “no one”—not
even of the non-Christians on Crete, some of
whom were known for their lying, ?Iuttony,
and laziness. (Titus 1:12) So it would be un-
scriptural for us to use disparaging terms
when referring to ones who o not share our
beliefs. A supgrior attitude will not attract
others to Jehovah’s worship. Rather, when

?. Why does }he counsel to remain.w}thout sPot
rom the world not give us any basis for looking
down on others?

9. A balanced, Scriptural vie shoul]d have whgt
effechon the a,v?e speak about those who do
not share our peliers?

we view and treat others in line with the
reasonable principles of Jehovah's Word, we
“adorn the teaching” of God.—Titus 2:10.

When to Keep Quiet, When to Speak
. DThere is “a time_to keep quiet and a
time to Sﬁeak,” says Ecclesiastes 3:7. Here,
then, is the challenge: deciding when to ig-
nore oppasers and when to spéak up to ge-
fend our faith. We can learn much from the
example of one who was alwags perfect in
discretion—Jesus. (L Peter 2:21) He knew
when it was “a time to keep quiet.” For in-
stance, when the chief priests and the old-
er men falsely accused him before Pilate,
Jesus “made no answer.” (Matthew 27:11-
14) He did not want to say anything that
might interfere with the carrying out of
God’s will for him. He chose, instead, to let
his public record speak for itself. He knew
that not even the truth would change their
proud minds and hearts. So he ignored their
charge, refusmé; to break his plrposeful si-
lencé.—Isaiah 53:7. _
1However, Jesus also knew when it was
“a time to speak.” On occasion, he_ contend-
ed outspokenly and openly with his critics,
refuting their false accusations. For exam-
ple, when the scribes and Pharisees tried to
discredit him in front of a crowd by accus-
ing him of expelling demons by means of
Beelzebub, Jesus chose not to Iet the false
charges stand. With devastating Ioglc and a
powerful illustration, he overturned the lie.
gMark 3:20-30; see also Matthew 15:1-11:
2:17-21; John 18:37) Similarly, when Jesus
after his betrayal and arrest, was drag%ed
before the Sanhedrin, High Priest Caiaphas
craftily demanded: “BY the living God [ put
you under oath to tell us whetfer you are

10, 11, How (gigJesu_s demonstrate that he &Sn‘e‘w

when 1t was, (a) “a time to keep quiet™ (b) “a
time to speak”™ P (
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CORRECTING A MISREPRESENTATION

"In Yacuiba, Bolivia, a local evangelical
group arranged for a TV station to show a film
that was evidently produced by apostates. In
view of the bad effects of that program, the el-
ders decided to visit two TV stations and offer to
pay to have them show the public, the videos Je-

hovah's Witnesses— The Organization Behind
the Name and the Bible— A ook 0f Fact and
PrOphecy After seeing the Society's videos, the

the Christ the Son of God!” This too was “a
time to speak,” for to remain silent could
have been interpreted as a denial of his be-
m the Christ. So Jesus answered: “I am.”
atthew 26:63, 64; Mark 14:61, 62,

D Consider also the examgle of Paul andshowed his approval

Barnabas. Acts 14:1, 2 states: “In Iconium
they entered together into the synagogue of
the"Jews and spoke in such a manner that a
great multitude of both Jews and Greeks
ecame believers. But the Jews that did not
believe stirred up and wrongly influenced
the souls of people of the nations a ainst
the brothers.”
reads: “But the unconverted Jews stlrred
up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the Christians.” Not content with
réjecting the message themselves, Jewish
opposers embarked On a smear campaign,
trying to ﬂrejudme the Gentile population
against Christians.* How deeB their_ha-
tred of Christianity must have been! (Com-
pare Acts 10:28.) This, Paul and Barnabas

*Matt ewH nr mm ntary on th Whole
amst y'[?]e f (S?
entl
ald a

e int hem

ihle ex

elrb INess to VH%)

Y any a amt it

thelr |t or ma ecou mven
not on yamean but an I opmlono |st|an|ty
12. What were the circumst ngei that m?ved

Paul and Barnabas to speak with boldness in Ico-
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ew En

owner of a radio station became indignant at the
misrepresentations in the apostates' program
and offered to make free spot announcements
for Jehovah's Witnesses regarding their upcom-
ing district convention. Attendance was unusual-
ly high, and many honesthearted ones began to
ask sincere questions when the Witnesses visit-

ed them in the ministry."— 1997 YearbOOk Of
Jehovah's Witnesses, pages 61-2.

felt, was “a time to speak,” lest the new
disciples become disheartened by public re-
Broach “Therefore they [Paul and Barna-
as] spent considerable time speak mg with
boldness by the authority of Jehovah,” who
by empowering them to
perform miraculous signs, This resulted in
some heing “for the Jews but others for the
apostles."—Acts 14:3, 4,

B How, then, should we regoond when we
are reproached? That all depends upon the
urcumstances Some 3|tuat|ons call for us to

the rmmpet at there is “a time to
aua BEspecially | |s this sowhen deter-
|ne op osers tvg fo draw us mto oint-
less arg uments e must not forget that
some peo le S|mP y.do not want to know the
truth. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12) Endeavorin
to reason with those whase hearts are proud-
I% fixed in unbelief is fruitless. More than
that, were we to immerse ourselves in debat-
Ing every false accuser who attacks us, we
could hecome sidetracked from a far more
|mportant and rewarding activity—that of
heIF ng honesthearted ories who really want
eam Bible truth. So when confronted
with antagonists who are bent on spreadin
lies about us, the inspired advice is: “Avoi
them.”—Romans 16:17, 18; Matthew 7:6.

13..In deaLneq with reg)roach when is it usually
“a time to keép quiet



¥ This, of course, does not mean that
we do_not defend our faith, After all,
there is also “a time to speak.” We are
rrghtly concerned about sincere people
WwhQ have been exposed to defamatory
criticism of us, We are willing to drve a
clear explanation of our heartfelf con-
victions to others; indeed, we welcome
the opportunity. Peter wrote: “Sancti-
the Christ as Lord in your hearts,
always ready to make a (efense before
ever net at deman sofyouareason
for the hope in you, but doing soto
gether wrth a mrId temper an
respect. ”glPeter315 hen enurne
ly |nteres ed individuals ask for proof
for the beliefs we hold dear, when they
|nqurre about the false charges raised
pfposers it IS our responsibility
tod end our faith, providing sound
Biblical answers. In addrtron our fine
conduct can speak volumes. As open-
minded observers note that we truly trt( to
live In harmony with God’s righteods stan-
dards, they cani readily see that the charges
made against us are false.—1 Peter 2:12-15.

What About Slanderous Publicity?

5 At times, Jehovah’s Witnesses have

heen the target of drstorted rntormatron in
the melia. For examp eonAugust 1997,
a Russian newsp}aper ublishe asander-
ous article clai mong other things,
that Witnesses cate orrcaIIy
bers to re{ect therr wives, husbands, and
parents if these_do not understand and do
not share their faith.” Anyone who is trul
acquainted with Jehoyah’s Wrtnessef knows
that the charge is false. The Bible indi-

florem what ways may we defend our faith be
15, Wthat IS pne ex%mple of hopr ehovah’s

nesses have been the target o IStOI"[EH in OI’
mation In ﬁte med Iét’g ’

require mem-

On occasion, Jesus openly refuted the false
accusations of his critics

cates that Christians are to treat unbeliev-
ing family members with love and respect,
and Witresses endeavor_to follow that di-
rection. (L Corinthians 7:12-16; 1 Peter 3;
1-4) Even so, the article was printed, and
many readers were thus misinformed. How
can we defend our faith when we are false-
ly accused?

b Here again, there Is “a time to keep
quiet and a time to speak.” The Watch-
fower once expressed it this wa % “Whether
we rgnore false information in the media or
defend the truth by appropriate means de-
pends on the circumstances, the instigator

17 and box on p e 16. ( W at did The

ch OWEr .once sa opt es to false
information in he nder ha tcir-
cumstances mr ovahs |tnesses respond
to negative rep rts |n the media?
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of the crrtrcrsm and his goal In some cas-
es It ma he best to lgnor negatrve reports,

thus no &vrng further publicity to the lis.
TIn_ofher Ccases jt may he”“a time to
speak A responsible. Journalrst or report-

er ma have been misin ormed about Jeho-
vah nesses and m We come truthful
Information about us, ee box “Correcting

a Misrepresentation.”) negatrve re orts
In the media arouse prejudrc that hinders
our preaching work, representatives of the
branch_ office”of the atch Tower Societ

may take the initiative to defend the trut

by Some suitable means.* For example, (%ual

Ified elders might be assigned to present the
facts, as in a TV program, where failure
to appear might implythat Jehovah s Wit-
Nesses have no answer. Indrvrdu&r Witness-
es wisely cooperate with the direction of
the Watth Tower Society and its re resen
tatives in such matters.—Hebrews 13:17

Legally Defending the Good News

BOUr duthorization to preach the good
news of God’s ngdom comes from hedvep.
Jesus, who commissioned s tq dothrs WOrk
has been given ‘all authority in heaven and
on earth.(Matthew 28:18-20: PhrIr plans 2

-11) Hence, we do not need the ermrssron
of human governmehts to reac ven S0,
We recognize that havrngr | |ous freedom
IS conducrve to erea ing the ? om mes-
sage. In lands where we have the freedom to
carry on with our worship, we will use the

* Afte the slanderous artrcle .Was publrshed
o S L e e
rm:e eratron srdentra r?rcra am er. for
era IS teswt are uettorvrwtefase
ar es made In the artic the court Js

sued a crsr at castl ate e

Brm} BB paeggssZéar%trc e wa ePaRlovem

perwrssron of

Z do we not need t>h
Q p m en(tis to preach? gg tco rse
0 we foflow when denied permission to preach?
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legal system to protect it. Where we have
been denied such freedom, we will, within
the framework of the law, endeavor to ob-
tain it. Our obaectrve is. not social reform
but “the defending and 1ega||y establishing

of the good news.”™*—Philippians 1.7.

B As Jehovah's Witnesses, we acknowl-

edge Jehovah as the Universal Soverer n.
HIS law 1S supreme, We conscientious iobey
human govermments, thus paying b
sar's,things. to Caesar.” But we WI allow
nothing t0 interfere with our fqurIIrng a
far morermp]ortant responsr i % na m
back God’s t mt[rs to God.” (Matthew 2
We fully undgrstand that domg sowill make
s “objects of hatred” b>( the natrons but we
accept this as part of the cost of disciple-
ship. The Ieoal record of Jehovah's Witness-
es In the 20th century is a testimony fo our
determination to defénd our faith. With Je-
hovah's help and backing, we will continue
“without letup teachng and declaring the
good news."—Acts 5:4

*See the article “Legally Protecting the Good
Newseeon%aaeslcs egally Protecting the Goo

ackaeso\gl?%hmmga Gt ) Wrat Tt Ao 2
termination to

Do You Recall?

O Why are Jehovah's Witnesses
"objects of hatred"?

O How should we view those who do
not share our religious beliefs?

O |In dealing with opposers, what
balanced example did Jesus set?

O When we are reproached, how can
we apply the principle that there
is "a time to keep quiet and a time
to speak"?



Legally
Protecting th
G .

J1 SLONG AS man has been constructing
cities, he has been huilding walls. Es-
Jrel pecially in bygone days, these fortifj-
cations were“a protection. From atop this
barrier, defenders could fight to protect
the walls from being breached or under-
mined by attackers, Not only did the inhab-
itants of the city find protéction but often
those dwelling In the surrounding towns
also found refuge within the walls.—2 Sam-
uel 11:20-24; 1saiah 25:12. .
Similarly, Jehovah's Witnesses have built
a wall—a |ega| wall—of protection. This
wall has not been erected to isolate the Wit-
nesses from the rest of society, for Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses are known for heing gre-
Iqarlous, outgoing people, Rather, it fortities
egal guarantees of basic freedoms for all
WO 6. At the same time, it protects the
itnesses’ legal rights so that they can
freely carry out their worship. g(Compare
Matthew 5:14-16.) This wall safeguards
their way of worship and their right to
Weach the good news of God’s Kingdom,
hat is this all, and how has it been built?

Buﬂd;ﬂg a Leﬁal Wall
of Protection
.Although Jehovah's Witnesses enjoy reli-
?I_OUS freedom in most lands, in some coun-
ries the>{( have been the obdect of unjusti-
fied attack. When their freedom to worship
by assembling together or by Rreachm
ffom house to” house has been ¢ aIIengE ,
they have pursued matters legally. Le-
gal cases involving the WitneSses have
umbered in the thousands earth wide*
Not all have been won. But when lower
courts have ruled against them, th_er¥ have
ofteTtgppeaIed to higher courts. With what
result?

Over the decades of the 20th century, le-
gal victories in manY lands have estab]ished
reliable precedents that Jehovah’s Witness-
es have appealed to In subsequent cases.
Like the bricks or stones makm,(I; up a wall
these favorable decisions constifute a legal

*For a defailed discussion of the legal record of
e

rg é)(r)]giepyo ?\rl]eew rf(,(iWatchtower Bible an

ne.
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Minos Kokkinakiswith his wife

wall of protection. From atop this, wall of
Precedent the Witnesses have continued to
ight for the religious freedom to carry out
their worship.

ﬁnsrd r,asan exa ﬁte the case of Mur-
0C

v. Commonwea
which was decided by the United States
Supreme Court on May 3, 1943, The_ques-
tion raised in the case was this; Should
Jehovah ) Wrtnesses have to obtain a com-

mercial peddli rntg license for distributing
therrrelr lous liferature? Je-
hovah's 'Witnesses main-

tained that they should not
be required to ‘do so. Thelr
preachrng work 1S not—and
never hds been—commer-
cial. Their objective is, not to
make money, but to preach
the good news. gMatthew
10:8:"2 Corinthiang 2:17) In
the Murdock decision, ‘the
Court aﬁ eed wrt]h the Wit-
nesses, Nolding that any re-
quirement of a payment of

4 license, tax as. a precondi-
tron to distributing religious
literature is unconstitution-

20 THEWATCHTOMER- DEEVER 1, 198

al.* This decision set an jimportant prece-

dent and the Witnesses have successfully
appealed to It as authority In numerous cas-
es since then. The Murdock decision has
proved to e a sturdy brick in the legal wall

grotec jon,
uch cases have done much to protect re-

ligious freedom for all people. Regarding
the contribution made by the Wrtnesses to
the defense of civil rrgﬁts in the United

States, the University of Cincinnatl Law
Review sard “Jehovali’s Witnesses have had
aprofound impact onthe evolutron of consti-

tutional law, ‘partrcu arly by exp andrn% the
parameters ofthe protectron for speech and
religion.

Strenlgthenrn%; the Wall

With each [egal victory, the wall gets
stronger, Consider a few of the decisions
In the 1990’s that have benefited Jehqvah’s
Witnesses, as well as all other lovers of free-
dom, the world over,

Greece, On May 25 1993, the EuroRean
Court of Human Rights upheld the right of
a Greek citizen to teach his religious beliefs
to others. The case mvolved Inos Kokki-
nakis, t en 84 years old. As
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Kokkinakis had been arrest-
ed more than 60 times since

, had_been made to ap-
pear 18 times before Greek
courts, and had spent more

*In the Murdock decjsion, the
upreme . CO I’t revers I'[S own
ones V.

EO Itl |

%rb éU rem urt &ase
s ﬂa&tt
e Ao

streets 0 Ika é\a ama,
wrthoutt & payment of a license



DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

The persecution brought upon Jehovah's
Witnesses has resulted in their being haled
before judges and government officials earth
wide. (Luke 21:12, 13) Jehovah's Witness-
es have spared no effort in legally defending
their rights. Court victories in many lands have
helped to protect the legal freedom of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, including their right to:

O preach from house to house unfettered by
the restraints imposed on commercial salesmen

—Murdock v. Commonwealth of Pennsylva-

n|a U.S. Supreme Court (1943); KOkk|nak|S
Greece European Court of Human Rights

(ECHR) (1993).

0O assemble freely for worship— Manoussak|5

and Others V. creece, ECHR (1996).

0O decide how they can conscientiously show

respect for the national flag or emblem— West

V|rg|n|a State Board of E ucatlon V. Barnette

U.S. Supreme Court (1943); Upreme Court Of
the Philippings (1e93); Supreme Court of India
(1986).

O refuse military service that violates their

than six years in prison. He had been
s Greek law

V|cted Iargelyund ra1930’ reek h
Ero DIt Qroselytlsm —a Ia th t ? -
%I or near¥ 20,00 r ests of Je-
hovanh’s Witnesses fr to 1992, The

m

European Court ruleg tha t the Greek qo
ernment had V|oIated the rel qnous free om
of Kokkinakis and awarded him damages
In the amount of $14.400. In its deCISIOH
the Court ruled that Jehovahs Witnesses
re Indeed a “known re!)lglon '—See The
atc tower of Septembér 1, 1993, pag-

M |gco Oh l1| %992 a big ste
the eenseo re |ous reedom Was fal en
In Mexico. Ont (f ate t eLawo Religious
Associations and Public Worship was enact-

ed. Through this law, a religious group can

Christian conscience— Georg|ad|3 V. Greece,
ECHR (1997).
O choose treatments and medicines that do not
violate their conscience— Malette V. ShUlman,
Ontario, Canada, Appeal Court (1990); WatC
TOWQI’V E A Superior Court, San Juan, Puer-
to Rico (1995); F03m|reV N|C0|eau New York,
U.S.A., Court of Appeals (1990).
O raise their children according to their Bible-
based beliefs even when these beliefs are chal-
lenged in child-custody disputes— St Laurent V.
Oucy Supreme Court of Canada (1997); HOff'
mann v. Austria, ecHr (1993).
O have and to operate legal agencies that re-
ceive the same exemptions from taxation that
are accorded the agencies used by other recog-
nized religions— PEOPle V. Haring, new vork,
U.S.A., Court of Appeals (1960).
O receive for those appointed to some form of
special full-time service the same favorable tax
treatment accorded to full-time religious work-
ers of other religions— Brazil's National Insti-
tute of Social Security, Brasilia, (1996).

[)ecelve le(%al st% usasare (ngous institution
a|ﬂ he V\;et uire rle%strrh re\i|
1 U

Wltnesse Béﬁ?egsfopreglstratlon Happ he

teredags La Torre SZ | Vigl ane e&a anpe?_

TESII%OS de Jehova en exu:o
X h are rehglous assomatlons—See
wake

July 22, pages 12-14,
F 7il. | Nov?mber 1990, Brazil’s Na-
t|oha O|nst| ute
notitied the branc

e E
e[ %% lety tha

olunteer minjsters af Beth-
the name o branc% [f)1 #

cilities of Jeho-
vah sWﬂnesses% would noﬂonger be viewed
as religious mi

isters and would therefore
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come under B ers labgr. Iaws The Wrt
NeSSes appe ecision,
1996, the Ju rcraI Advrsor of the O rce of
the Attorn éaenera In rasrl Issued a
ecrsronup |ding th eposrtrono mrnrsters
at Bethel as members of a leqjtimate reli-
grous order, not as secular employees.
Japan. On March 8 1996, thg Sui)reme
Court of Japan handed down a decision on
the | rssue e ucapon Tand freedom of reli-
d}on—t e benetit o Y ne In Japan
ourt nan| rrlousl(y ryle at Kobe
nrch ustr hnical. Coll lge VIO at
ed the law by exp eIrn% Kunihito obalyas r
for his refu al to oartr rpaLe In martra arts
trarnrn This ruling marks the first time
Ht %u reme Co rt has handed down a
ecrsrn ed on re lous freedom rwar
antee | Japan Constitution.. Follow-
W(]; his Bible-tramed conscrence this young
tness fet that these rills Wrire ot I
n} h syc %nncrp es s the
f at sala 24 which says Thv\y
have to heat their swords Into plo
shares and their soears into prunrnqs ears
Nation will not lift up sword a%arns natron
neither will they learn war anymore.” T

ourt’s decisiongstablished a precedent fQIh\N

uture cases.—See
vember 1,196, pages 19-21.
On February 9, 1998, the Tokyo High
Court hand ed down another landmark de
crsron upholding the right of a Wrtness
named Misae Takeda t% refuse medical
treaitment that I$ not In harman g the
ble’s command fo ‘abstain from oci
AcslS 28,29) This case gas been appea Ed
0 the Supreme Court, and 1 remajps to
ﬁe‘fg if the High Court's decision will be up-

Phrlrg ines. In a decision handed down
on March 1, 1993, the PhrIerrne Supreme
ourt ruled” unanimously.in favor of Jeho-

's Witnesses in a cais inyolving Witness
yout s who were expelled from School be-
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%arers]elathey respectfully declined to salute
Eact?favorable court ruling is like an add-
ed stone or brick strengthéning the Ieg al
wall that protects the rrohts not'only of
hovah’s Witnesses but of all people.

Safequarding the Wall

Jehovah s Witnesses are Iegally registered
in 153 lands, rrghtfully enjoying many free
doms, as do otfier recoonrzed r% %rons
ter decades of persecution and baf in East
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union,
Jehovah's Witnesses are now legally recog
nized In such countries as Albania, Bel
rus, the Czech Republic, Georgia, Hungary,
Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Romania, andS
vakia. However.in certain lands toda
cludrng in some Wester Eurogean coun rres
that have Ion§r estabIrshed judicial systems
the rrghts of ehovahs rtnesses are being
serrous challenge or denied. O osers are
actively trying t0 frame troub e decree’
a ains the tnesses (Psalm 94:20)
th ese respond?

Jehovahs Witnesses want to cooperate
with all governments but they also want to

‘tﬂﬁ freedom to cdrry out their

JECRthelr firm convrctron that any
laws or court decisions that would prohibit
them from obe rng God’s commands—in-
cluding the corimand to preach the good
news—are invalid. (Mark 13:10) If amicable
Vgreements cannot be reached, Jehovah’s

Itnesses will take the offensrve in the le-
%a arena, ursurn , ge late meas res
ecessary g gain ea tection ort err
God- grvenwr {10 carry out therrwors IP
Jenovan’s Witnesses have complete con
dence In God’s promise: “Any weapon wha-
ever that will be formed against you will
have no success.”—Isaiah 5417,

ee the articles “Hated for T errFarth and “De-
fendS 8 arcth 0N pages 8-

How do



Standing at the
Threshold1 (agreater Activity

«N r»HERE was no competitive spirit.
Everyone wanted everyone else to
L. succged,” said Richard a dLusra
describing their fellow students of the 105th
class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gile-
ad. “We are all very different, but to us, each
student 15 precious.” A classmate, Lowell,
agreed, adding: “Our differences have drawn
uS to one another.’

The class which Praduated on Septem-
ber 12, 1998, was truly diverse. Some of the
students had pioneered in areas where there

reaj need for Kingdom publishers; oth-

15 2
ers ﬁad farthfully served closer to home. A

few, like Mats and Rose-Marie, had to work
long and hard to improve their English be-
foré they came to school. Manr( of the stu-
dents had been thrnkrng about missionary
service srnce chrld ood One couple applied
12 times; how happy the were to recelve an
invitation to the 1 th class!

The 20 wegks of intensive trarnrng passed

a too uickly. Before the students knew
|t they had turied in their last written ex-
eIelse, had delivered their last oral report,
and graduation day had arrived.

The chairman of the program, Albert

Schroeder, a member of the Governing Body

of Jehovah's Witnesses, reminded the class
that they were “standing at the, threshold
olrreat [ Eﬁtrvrty In thé field of Bible ed-
ucation,” following more than 7,000 others
W 0 had receded them to Gilead. He noted
that durrng the summer, the students had
enjoyed the unjque opportunjty of associat-
mg Wwith longtime missionaries when these
viSited_the world headquarters In_conjunc-
tion with the international conventions.

Brother Schroeder then introduced Max
Larson f the Eethel Operations Commit-
tee. He deve oP the theme “E Uﬁatron That
Leads to Everlasting Life.” Brother Larson
quoted rroverbs L whrch states: “Awise Per
son wil Irsten an take n more mstruct on,
andam n n derstandin |s| e onewn oac
quires skl |rect|on kil |s re uired to
be an effectrvemrssronary Skillful men stand
before kin &Proverbs 22:29) After havrng
been |nstr cted for {rve mont sttth]e stu etntt
were well equipped to represent the greates
Kings, Jehograhp%od andg rist J esusg

Davrd Olson %f the Servrce De artment
soenextontesu ject
ova 'S Heart RerTorce He asked hat
oA Thees e anSwers Ty o S’é’rdé

| W Vi
him tanhfurf oyl e e B
wants |s o eto en Joy 1 herr servrce to
Im. 00 swr with %y
gladden hrs heart Proverbs 27. 11J roth

r Olson read a letter from a myssionary oU-
ple who graguated from Gilead in the 104th
lass, Are they enjoying their new assign-
ment? “We have about 140 publishers,” the
wrote regar n? their congregation, “wit
an average meeting attendance of 250 to 300,

Class Statistics

Number of countries represented: 9
Number of countries assigned to: 17
Number of students: 48

Number of married couples: 24
Average age: 33

Average years in truth: 16

Average years in full-time ministry: 12
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They Chose Full-Time Service

"When | was younger, | had no plans to
pioneer," says Ben, a graduate of the 105th
class. "I thought that only those with special
abilities and ideal circumstances could pio-
neer," he adds. "But | did learn to love the
field service. Then one day it occurred to me
that being a pioneer simply means having a
greater share in the ministry. It was then mat
| realized that | could pioneer."

"Full-time servants were always highly re-
garded in our home," relates Lusia. She
recalls the wave of excitement that swept
through her congregation each time the mis-
sionaries came for a visit. "When | was grow-
ing up,” she says, "it was understood that
full-time service would be in my plans.”

Theodis' mother died when he was 15
years old. "At that time, the congregation
was really there for me," he says, "so | asked
myself, 'What can | do to show my apprecia-
tion?'" This led him to enter full-time service
and now missionary work.

Field seryice is the best part. We each have
four studies, and some are coming to the
meetings alread¥

Lyman Swingle, of the. Governrng Boay.
spoke on the topic “A Time to Paise and
ount Your Blessings.” Gilead training had
brought many blessings. It had helped the
students Increase in noweg Zgowrn aro
preciation of Jehovan's organization a d
cultrvate vit | qualities, such as umrhrt?/
It 1S 2 (u rnge errence to come hefe
and sgen trme rsé nrnag t0 rnstructron
ol rre\l\nnrt]r%hebsgttere urr]r()] edtooJ agnif
eﬁ?](IZIVEI%G t Your ] qSpWh Wg y
“How Great Your Joy—S0 orr
was the trrﬁe of a taIK DanYel Sy d?/k

aelso of .the Governrgg Te f)r/om trh fc

ms arise, Se
tures, he urged L?srng selected verses fr
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0 away

e th chap ter of Matthew, Brother
Hustrated owthrs can be One. Lac
I cancuse stow rruo&lout mund ane

ols S c as oo an However,
{hdatthew6

;
h
en

TNt =t

ovah knows wh a we nee
LIS,S Worr the trou
es that eac brrn Matthew634 On

the other hand, ome an rnfo IS nece

I(St: nngoare Lue 14:28.) “Whaf Jesus forb

wrsetou tforte ure utu
Wisg o(rr o out It,” explained Bro
er Sydlik. “Action Is one of est cure
anxret Whep we get anxious, It Is goo or
us to Start talking about the truth.’

Partrn Counsel From the Instructors
t ree members of th e Gilead fac-

g Kar A ams spoke ust\ ont]
su et( You Repa tﬁto Je ov% ”
Hrstal was ase ont e116t Psalm which
Jesus ma I\Xatt Ve sunéont enrg ht before h |s

death h ew 20330, footnote) What went
t Je[sus mind as e sang the o S:

re a to Jehova or all his
Eene ts to me™? y have

een reflecting o ﬁ r?ect 03 that Je
P re aredjorp h ?
eoown %wuortatog
|nscr||ce ovn % h IS loye
stu lents of he lOt cIas ad taste Jenho-
a 'S v% JteSS for th eoast pve months. Now
oul showtherr ove for Go nuwork
mar/I rd in their missionary assignments
ark No(umarr the second Gilead instruc-
torto sg aqvised t estu ents to ontin-
dp What s Righ osda er ewa
sold as a Slave In EQy te re ears 0
unjust treatm nt ewongdst

he a ow

ot ers to ar e ontinu 8
do what wa t T en a gornt

time Jose as eIrve rom trra

Pu den ent rom |vrn In a rrsont
vrn aace ggenesrs a te

The nstru tor asked nis st

expectations arf notmetrn our mrssro ar
assignment, will you quit? Will you give |



105th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead

In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row

(1) Sampson, M.; Brown, I.; Heggli, G.; Abuyen, E.; Desbois, M.; Pourthie, P (2) Kassam, G.; Lindberg, R.;
Dapuzzo, A.; Taylor, C.; LeFevre, K.; Walker, S. (3) Baker, L.; Pellas, M.; Woggon, E.; Bohne, C.; Asplund, J.;
Haile, J. (4) Pourthie, T; Whittaker, J.; Palmer, L.; Norton, S.; Gering, M.; Haile, W. (5) Walker, J.; Bohne, A_;
Groenveld, C.; Washington, M.; Whittaker, D.; Abuyen, J. (6) Gering, W.; Washington, K.; Pellas, M.; Des-
bois, R.; Heggli, I; Asplund, A. (7) Woggon, B.; LeFevre, R.; Taylor, L.; Brown, |; Groenveld, R.; Palmer, R
(8) Norton, P.; Sampson, T.; Baker, C.; Lindberg, M.; Kassam, M.; Dapuzzo, M.

tso %espaw’) Or will you endure, as did Jo-  were eager to.have a full share in the min-

F - ot of Gl dSh | Istry in the missionary field.
mally, the registrar of Gilead School, Happy Longtime Missionaries
Wall aceLverance mo eratedahve %mscus_ Tho ey gart “ntitled “The Jo fuI

sion.with class members ont e the
vertise t eng and the mgdom om% Results That ome From |35|onm/

the_ stu entﬁ %tede el ncehs they had ~ Vice,” was presente Ropert Wallen a

while preaching from house to house,” from con5|sted Interview$ with four broth ers
store Po tore,"and on the_ streets. Others onte e?éi%uarters staff who had recentlg
tci?d ow they went aboutwﬂnessmq to peo-  had upbui association with ex%enence
E pedk another angua%e St E mis onan ose missionaries een
hOWGS %ow {0 Ereac {0 Rf ﬁ1 § - quick to admit that it was nof.easy for them
ent religious backgrounds. e graduates tolearn anew language, to aajust to another
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%Iture or 10 adapt1 to a drfferent climate.
en there were the, pangs of homesick-
ness to cope with. At trmes ealth problems
came up. But through It all, the missionay-
les maintained a po trvg attitude, and their
perseverance was blessed. Some had brought
scores of people to a knowledge of Jehovah.
Others had_ contributed in various ways {0
the overaII increase of the Kingdom work in
their lands.

The Iast to speak was Carey Barher, a
mem ero t e Governi %vody ¢ reviewed
highli |9 hts of the “God's a%/o Life” conven-
tjon ram “What effec ?r the conven-
tron % have oH Zour re atron?]hp |[<h

ovan?” he asked hiS audience. The spea
er contrasted the blessed results of following
Go dsway with the |sastrous end for those
who follow the WaY of the world, Referring to
Moses' transgression at Merib bah, he warried:

“Even after a Rerson erves faithfully f?r
many years, Je ?vah 0es._nof take Irghty
even 8 minor Infraction of HIs Just I
(Numbers 20:2-13) May all of God's servants
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everywhere keep a tight grrp on their pre-
CiOUS prrvrleges of service!

The time had come_for the students to re-
ceive their diplomas. Then, a class re?resen
tative read a letter of appreciation for the
training the students had received. After a
concluding song and a heartfelt prayer, the
%raduatron program was over. But, for the

05th class, this was onlg the begrnnrn% for
the new missionaries were “standing at the
threshold of greater activity.”

In Our Next Issue
Has Christmas Lost Christ?
This Is the Day of Salvation!

When Armed Robbers Strike



FROM EMPEROR
Q/\/OR HIP

to True worship

As Told by Isamu Sugiura

Even though it was obvious in 1945 that Japan
was losing World War Il, we were confident that
kamikaze (“divine wind”) would blow and defeat
the enemy. Kamikaze refers to the storms in 1274
and 1281 that twice destroyed much of the
invading Mongol armadas off the Japanese coast,
thus forcing them to withdraw.

HEREFORE, when Emgeror Hirohi-  ther worked as a surveyor for the city. Moth-
to, on August 15, 1945 announced  erwas a deyout believer in Tenrikyo; a Shin-
to'the nation that Japan had surren- o sect, and my oldest brother had recelved
dered to the Allied Forces, the hopes ofeh%/]ous tra|n|ng to be a Tenrikyo teach-
other and ["were especially Close, and
o 0erstolopk me along to the meeting place for
was taught to bow m head and pray.
The Tennkyo reltgton talfm ehef Ina cre
ator called Tenr1’O 0to, as well a

hundred million peog
shattered. | was then a sc ooI lad, and my
hopes were_shattered too. fthe emperor
IS ot the I|V|n[g God, who is?" | wondered.
Whom should T'trust?”
Actually, though, Japan’s defeat in World

le devoted to him WEL

War [T opened the way for me and thousands
of other Japanese to” learn about the true
God, Jehovah. Before | tell of the changes |
had to make, let me acquaint you withi my
religious upbringing.

Earlx Rehgtous Influences
was born in the city of Nagoya on |
June 16,1932, the youngest of four boys. Fa-

|n ten Iesser delttes |ts members practiced
(s J %t stressed serving others
ana spreading their beliefs
As a boy, I'was very curious. | marveled
at the moon nd the countless stars In the
r(tJ an Iwondere how far space ex-
ded e¥on the s IfoPnd It ascmat

et 6 gl S egpant e

umbers t at I
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the back%ard Observrng nature strength-
ened my Delief in God.

The War Years

gygears of elementary schoolrn? from
1939710 1945 coincided with the pefiod of
World War I1. Emperor worship, an impor-
tant oart of Shinto, was stressed in our

schogl education.. We were instructed_in
s ushin, which involved moral training
with nattonalistic and militaristic overtones.
Flag-raising ceremonies, singing the nation-
al anthem, studyrng the rmperral educatron
decrees, and paying homage to a fo hotograph
of tthe emperor were all part of our schooI
routine.

We also went to the local Shinto shrine
to petition God for the vrctor% of the im-
perial army. Two of my fleshly brothers
Were servirig in the miljtary. Because of my
nationalistic-religious inddctrination, | ré
joiced at news of the successes of the Japa
nese army.

Nagoya was a center for the Japanese air-
craft rndustrﬁ S0 It was a principal target
for massive U.S. Air_Force ‘strikes. During
the daytime, BZ9 Superfortress hombers
flew over the city in formation at some
30,000 feet, dropping hundreds of tons of
bombs over the Tactdry districts, At nrdht
t e searchlrlghts spotted the bombers as fow

Rep eate air rajds with incen-
drary bombs cause raging infernos. in the
housing areas. Nagoya dlone had 54 air raids
du [rn the last ning months of the war, re-
sulting 1n much suffering and more than

0 Ueaths.

By this time, bombardment from war-
ships had begun against ten coastal citjes,
an peogle Were talkin gabout a possible
anding by the U.S. Torces near Tokyo, Wom-
en and oung ho steretrarned t0 frdhtwrth
bamboo spegrs erotect the counlry. Our
slogan was “Ichioku Sougyokusal,™ mean-
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ing “Death to the 100 million rather than
surrender.”

On Audust ] 1945 a newspa er head
line reported; “New Type of om ror%t
Over Hrroshrma Wo days ate th-
er one was roppe over %asa 1, These
were atom bombs, and we were later told
that they_had taken a combined toll of over
300,000 Tives.. Then, on Au%ust 15, at the
end of a trainin march with wooden guns
We heard Ahe emperor’s speech in which he
announced Japan’s surrender. We had been
convinced that we would win, but now we
were devastated!

A New Hope Develops

As the occugatron by American troops be-

an, we radual yacc Rted the fact that the

nited States had won, the war. Democra-
cy was Infroduced to Japan, as well gs a
new constrtutron that guaranteed free om
o worsh IE Lrvrng conditigns wer% harsh
oo s SCace, d in 1946 my father died
of malnutrition.

In the meantrme Endlrsh began to, be
taught In the sghoolt at | was attendrng1
and'the NHK radio station began an EnP
conversation program For frve years
tened daily fo this Ropular program wrth
textbook In hand. This made mé dream of
gorng to the United States someday. Because

Rgorntmentwrth Shinto and Budahist
religions, | be%an to think that perhaps the
t&r Oa]téout God mignt be found in Western

Igi

arI in Wrrl 1951,1met Grace GLegor
ey BRI o 1
tion offgrrng an Engl rsh C0 gfy ta %atc
tower and & booklét rana nese onaE
Su gect Her humility jn rn%gdc wor
Pre Sea me. Iobta}rned ot atrons and
eadryaccepte %ero r estu%
promised to come to her home for the Bible
study a few days later.



School education centered
on emperor worship

In New York with Brother Franz
With my wife, Junto

As | took my seat on a frain and started
reading QPhe J W

the o%entng article, “Jehovah,” caught my
eye. 'had naver seen that name before. | did
not expect fo find it in the small English-
Ja angs dictionary | carried, pyt there it
was! “Jehovah . . ,”, the God of the Bib
Now | was begmnlng to f|nd out about the
God of Christianity!

Onthat first visit to the missiopary home,
1learned about a Bible lecture that was to
be given a few weeks later by Nathan H.

Knarr, then president of the Watch. Tower
Bible and Tract Society. He was visiting Ja-
anwith his secretary M|It nHenscheI and

as coming to Nagoya h my Bible
knowledge ‘was lini ed enjoyed the talk
very much, as well as the association with
the’missionaries and others In attendance.

In about two months’time, | learned from
my studies with Grace the basic truths
about Jehovah, Jesus Christ, the ransom,
S tan the DeV|I Arma eddon, and the Par-

adise earth, t? news of the King-
om was exact t |n of message | had

been search m&; for. Att e same tlmethatl
started to_study, | also bedan attend megt e
congregation meetings. | Toved the friend|

atmospnere at these gathenngs where the

feht ower the ttrst

missionaries mixed freely with

the Japanese and sat on the ta-

tam| WoVen straw mats) with us.

ctober 1951 the first cir-

cun assembly In Japan was_held

at Nakanoshima Public Hall In the city of

iff here were fewer than 300 WitneSses

o Japan; yet about 300 peoFIe attend-

ed the assembly |nclud|nﬂ nearly 50 mis-

sionaries. | ever had a smafl part n the pro-

gram. What | saw and heard so impressed

me that | resolved in my heart to sérve Je-

hovah all my life. The riext day, | was bap-

tized in the tepid waters of a riearby public
bathhouse

oy of Pioneer Service

Iwanted obecomea loneer, as full-time
m|n|sters of Jehovah’s Witnesses are called
but | also felt an obligation to help support

Y amily. When | mustered up courage to
tefl my boss ofm desire, | was surpriséd.to
hear fim say: “I'fl be glad to cooperate with
you if that would make you hapﬁy | was
able to work on}/two days a week and was

m¥ mother with household
expenses. | really felt like a bird let free
from a cage.

As conditions continued to improve, |
started pioneering on Au?ustl 1954, 1n a
territory behind Nagoya station, a few min-
utes’ walk from the” spot where | had first
met Grace. After several months, | received
an assignment to serve as a speual pioneer
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in Beppu, a city on. the western island of
Kyushu. Tsutomu Miura was assigned as my
pdrtner.* At the time, there wereno con?,re-
gations of Jehovah's Witnesses on the entire
island, but now there are hundreds of them,
divided into 22 circuits!

Foretaste of the New World

. When Brother Knorr visited Japan again
in April 1956, he asked me to read a few
Para raphs aloud from an English Watch-
OWeT magazine. | was not told why, but a
few months later, | received a letter'that in-
vited me to attend the 29th class of Gile-
ad missionary school. So in November that
year, | beqan an exciting trip to the Unit-
ed States that fulfilled a longtime dream.
Living and working for a couple of months
with the large Brooklyn Bethel family
strengthened my faith in Jehovah’s visible
or?amzatlon.

n February 1957, Brother Knorr drove
three of us stidents up to the Gilead School
campus in South Lansing, upstate New
York. The following five months at Gilead
School, as | received instruction from Je-
hovah’s Word and lived in beautiful sur-
roundings with fellow students, I had a fore-
taste of‘the Paradise earth. Ten of the 103
%upda%nts, myself included, were assigned to

Appreciating Asslgnment_s

There were about 860 Witnesses in Ja-
pan when | returned in October 1957.1was
assigned to the traveling work as a circuit
overseer, but first | recéived a few days of
training for that work from Adrian Thomp-
son In_Nagoya. My circuit covered an area
from Shimizu, nedr Mount Fuji, to Shikoku

e
1%9%, nages P4 ' ’
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Island and included such large cities as Kyo-
to, Osaka, Kobe, and Hiroshima. ~ ~

In 1961, | was assigned to be  district
overseer. This Involve travellng_ from the
snowy northern island of Hokkaido to the
subtropical island of Okinawa and_even be-
yond to the Ishigaki_islands near Taiwan, a
distance of about 1,850 miles,

Then, in 1963, | was_invited to a ten-
month course of Gilead School at Brooklyn
Bethel. During the course, Brother Knorr
stressed the importance of having a proper
attitude toward work assignments. He said
that cleaning bathrooms was an assignment
][US'[ as iImportant as working in an office. If
he_bathrooms were not clean, he said, the
entire Bethel family and their work would
be affected. Later, part of my work at Beth-
el in Japan was cleaning tollets, and | re-
membered that counsel. _

_After returning to_Japan, | was again as-
signed to the traveling work. A cauple of
years later, in 1966, | married Junko lwa-
saki, a special pioneer who served in the city
of Masue. Lloyd Barry, then branch ovej-
seer of Japan, gave the heartwarming wed-
ding talk. Junko then joined me in the trav-
eling work, _

Our assignments changed in 1968 when |
was called Into the branch office in Tokyo to
do translation work. Because of the sho talge
of rooms, | commuted from Sumjda Ward,
Takyo, and Junko served as a special pioneer
with the local congregation. By this time,
Iar7q0er branch facilitieS were néeded. So in
1970 property was Purchased in Numazu,
not far from™ Moun FugL There, a three-
story factory and a residénce were built. Be-
fore'the construction started, several hoyses
on the Ipropert were used for the Kingdom
Ministry School, which provides training for
con re%anon overseers. | was privilegéd to
teach the school, and Junko [or ared meals
for the students. It was thrilfing to see hun-



dreds of Christian men being
%vﬁ_gtspe0|al training for the

INIStry. :

One afternoon, | received an
urgent telegram, Mother had
beén hospitalized and was not
expected'to live. | took the bul-
let train to Nago[ya and hur-
ried to the hospital. She was
unconscious, but | spent the
night at her bedside. Mother
died early in the morning. As
| rode back to Numazu, 1 Could
not hold back my tears when
| recalled the hard times she
had %one through in her life
and fhe affection she had had
for me. If it is Jehovah's will,
| will see her again in the resurrection.

We soon outqrew the facilities in Numazu.
S0 18 acres of land, was purchased in Ebina
City, and construgtion of a new branch com-
plex was begun in 1978. Now all available
space on this proBer,ty,ls covered with facto-
ry and residence buildings, as well as an As-
sembly Hall that seats over 2,800, The latest
addition, which consists of two 13-story res-
|dences and a 5-Ievgl arking/service build-
Ing, Was completed earlierthis Year. Our
Béthel family now numbers about 530, but
the enlar?ed facilities will permit us to ac-
commodate about 900.

Many Reasons for Rejoicing

I has heen a thril| to see Bible prophecy
fulfilled, yes, to see the ‘small one grow Into
a mlgh[t%/ nation.’ glsa|a_h 60:22) | rEmember
one of my brotners asking me back in 191,
How mang Witnesses aré there in Japan?

“About 260,” | replied.. o

“Is that all?” he asked in a belittling tone
of voice. o o

| remembey thinking, ‘Time will tell how
many people Jehovah will draw to his worship

At workin the Translation Department

in this Shinto-Buddhist country.” And Jeho-
vah has given the answer! Today, there are no
more unassu{;ned territories for preaching in
Japan, and the number of true worshipers
hats_ sw?lled to over 222,000 in 3,800 congre-
ations!
: The past 44 years of my life in the full-time
ministry—32"with my” loving wife—have
been especially happy ones. For 25 of those
years, | have Served In the Translation De-
partment at Bethel. In September 1979,1was
also invited to be a member of the branch
committee of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Japan,
It has been a privilege and a blessing
to have had a small share in helping sin-
cere, peace-|oving people to come to Jeho-
vah’s worship. Many, have done just as | did
—changed from giving devotion to the em-
Reror to worshiping the only true God, Je-
ovah, It is my sinCere desire to help many
more to come”over to Jehovah’s victorious
side and gain_ endless life in the peaceful
new world.—Revelation 22:17.
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Love Stronger Than a Mother's

AT SUBWAY stations, in public restrooms, or on
bustling streets, mothers are abandoning their
newborn babies. At times, garbage collectors
have even found in trash cans tiny babies tired
of crying for their mothers. According to O Es-
todo de S. Paulo, "cases of babies abandoned
on the streets are on the increase." Of course,
the young mother may regret her decision lat-
er. Yet she goes ahead, even though it may
cost her child its life.

You may wonder, 'How can a mother even
think of abandoning her baby to an uncertain
future?' The Bible uses such a sad state of
affairs as a metaphor to provide a strong con-
trast to our Creator's feeling toward those of
his own: "Can a wife forget her suckling so
that she should not pity the son of her belly?

tven these women can torget, yet i myseir snail
not forget you."— Isaiah 49:15.

Really, more than any human mother, God
has deep love for us and shows sensitivity to
our needs. Whether you are a young person
or an adult, whatever problem you may face,
you are not alone. Your Creator wants to help
you and is interested in your welfare. In the
words of the psalmist, "in case my own father
and my own mother did leave me, even Jeho-
vah himself would take me up."— Psalm 27:10.

Worldwide, the Watchtower and Awake!
magazines are published to provide knowl-
edge of "the only true God," Jehovah, and his
Son, Jesus Christ, which can mean everlast-

ing life to those who appreciatively take it in.
— John 17:3.
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