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DO YOU HAVE
AGUARDIAN

ANGEL?

QYou beheve that g/ou have a guard-
|an ah]g P nink that
they do. ort a matter a Cer-
tain woman In western Canada is said
to have a speual glft mvolvmg an-
gels. 1f you give hér your full name
along with $200, she claims that she
will Put you In touch with your guardian
ange Fifst, she meditates By focusing on
the flame of a candle. Next, she has 4 vi-
sion In which your angel Ives her a mes-
sa e to tr)ass on to s 3 bonus, the
woman provides a s etch of what your an-
gel looks like.
To some, this mag %em to be on a par
Wlthatale abouthlir nch King Lomlg I)t(hHe
osedly bought very expensive feathers
Pdp to ﬂa)\//e faﬂen fr0¥n thje wings of the
Archan el Mlchael Wh||e guesttonmg th%
story, many would not for a moment dou
the Cahadlan woman’s claims.

Fascination With Angels

In recent Years there has been fremen-
dous mteres In angels. On tel eV|5|on and
In movies, b ; ma azmes and newslet-
ters, we are {old aho ah?ﬁswho comfort
those sehousyl console the bereaved. Im-
art wisdom,"and snatch individ uas from
leath.. In the United Stat? about 20 m
lon viewers watch a weekly teIevmon se

ries that Portra S angehc intervention in
the lives of people. One bookstore lists over

400 books that focus on angels,

A recent book relates experiences apout
h? ? ardian angels have saved the lives
of soldiers in combat. Automobile bump-
er stickers state_that the drivers are_pro-
tected by guardian angels. Organizations,
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conferences, and seminars promote the
study of an?els and are said to help people
communicate with them.

Eileen Freeman is the writer of three
books about an%els and the publisher_of
a journal devoted exclusively to them. She
contends: “I helieve that for every angel in
heaven there Is a guardian anqel on Earth, a
being whose dutiés are not solely the praise
of GOd in the heavenly sphere bt the actu-
al care of human beings and other forms
of life on Earth, A guardian angel is. as-
signed to each of us vhen we are toncejved
and watches over us through our growth in

the womb, through our birth, through our
life in this world” until the angel quides us
from the conftnes of this world intd the glo-
”f of heaven.” This well describes the pop-
tlar view of guardian angels

In these stressful and difficult times, it is
appealing to belteve that we_have our own
guardtan ange wose utg it i to protect
Us. What does God's Wor Bible, say
about this? Should we try to “ontact an
gels Do they care about our moral stan-

ards and refigious beltefs What help can
we expect from them? These questions will
be answered in the following article.

HOWANGILSUN HILP you

OD’S Word confirms the exis-
tence of angels. It tells us that
there are millions of these spir-
it creatures. Jehovah God’s ser-
vant Daniel had_ a vision of heavenly
thlngs ahout which he wrote: “There
weré a thousand thousands
that_kept ministering
[God a dtenthousand
imes ten thousand
that kept stand-
Ing right hefore
him."=Daniel 7:10.
Notice that Daniel’s state-
ment does more than tell us that
there are many angels. It also |nd|
cates that andels mtster to God.
The %re his servla fs. In arm?ngl
with this, the psalmist sang: “Bless
Jehovah, 0 you an?els thIS mighty in
Power carrying out his word, by Nstening to

he voice of his word. Bless Jefiovah, all ou ar-
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mies of his, you ministers of his, doing his
will "—Psalm 103:20, 21. _

The Bible also explains that angels did not
beﬁm their lives as humans on earth, Jeho-
vah created angels in heaven even before he
created the earth. When God ‘founded the
earth, all the angelic sons of God shouted in
applause. —Job 38:4-7. o

Angels are spirit creatures—invisible,
Bower ul, intelligent. In the Bible, the He-

rew word mal-akh' and the Greek term
ag'ge-losare translated “angel” when a
spirit creature is indicated. These words oc-
cur nearly 400 times in the Bible. Both have
the same’meaning, that is, “messenger.”

Angelic Encounters

An%els are certainly messengers. You
may be familiar with” the Biblé account
about the time when the angel Gabriel ap-
peared to Mary. He told herthat althou
she was a virgin, she would bear a son who
was to be named Jesus. (Luke 1:26-33) An
angel also aP_peared to some shepherds who
were in the field. He announced: “There was
born to you today a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:8-11) Similarly, angels deljv-
ered messages to Hagar, Abrahant, Lot Ja-
cob, Moses, Gideon, Jesus, and others of Bi-
ble record. —Genesis 16:7-12; 18:1-5, 10; 19
1-3; 32:24-30; Exodus 3:1, 2: Judges 6:11-22:
Luke 22:39-43; Hebrews 13:2,

It is noteworthy that all these messages
delivered by angéls were in harmony with
the outworking of God’s ﬁurposes_and not
necessarily those of the humans involved.
Angels appeared as representatives of God,
according to his will and timetable. Humans
did not summon them.

Should We Call Upon Angels for Help?
Is it proper to call upon anqels in times
of distress? If so, we would want to know the

name of an angel best able to help us. Con-
sequently, some commercial books list the
su_pﬁosed_ names of many an?els, together
with their rank. titles, and duties. One book
lists what it calls the “celestial top ten,” the
“hest-known angels in the Western world.”
Along with the [ist comes the advice to close
youreyes, repeat the angel’s name slowly
several times, take deepbreaths, breathe
slowly,.and “open yourself to possible con-
tact with them.” =

In contrast, the Bible ?IVGS us the names
of only two of God’s faithtul angels, Michael
and Gabriel. (Daniel 12:1; Luke 1:26) Possi-
bly, the reason for Rrowdmg these” names
Was to show that each angel iS a unique spir-
It person with a name, not merely some im-
personal energy or force.

It is noteworthy that some angels refused
to disclose their’names to humans. When
Jacob asked an angel to reveal his name,
he would. not do sg. (Genesis 32:292 When
asked to identify himself, an angel that ap-
proached Joshua said only that e was the
frince of the army of Jehovah.” éJoshua B;
14) When Samson’s parents asked an angel
for his name, he said: “Just why should you
ask about my name, when it is"a wonderful
one?” (Judges 13:17, 182 By not_providing
a list of the names of the “angels, the BI-
ble safeguards us.from giving angels undue
honor and worship. As we will See, it also
does not instruct us to invoke them.

~ Calling on God

The Bible tells us all. we need to know
about affairs in the spirit realm. The apos-
tle Paul wrote: “All Scripture s inspired of
God and beneficial for teaching . . . that
the man of God may be fully competent,
completely equipped for every good work.”
&2 Timotty 3:16, 17) If God 'wanted us to
now the names of many angels, he would
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have revealed these in his Word, the Bible.
And if God desired to jnstruct us in how to
contact angels and talk to them in prayer,
he would have provided such information in
the Scriptures.

Instead, Jesus Christ taught: “When you

pray, o0 into your private foom and, after
shytting your‘door, pray to your Father who
IS in secret . . . You must pray, then, this
way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, let your
name be sanctified.”” (Matthew 6:6, 9)"The
Scriptural view 1S this: We are not {0 call
on angels or pray to them, but we should
prayerf uII%_approach_the Creator of the an-
gels, God himself. His name is no mystery,
and there is no need for a visionary to re-
veal It. Thou%h attempts have been made to
obscure the divine name, it aprea_rs In the
Bible record aver 7,000 times. For jnstance,
It was with reference to the heavenly Father
that the psalmist sang: “You, whose’name is
Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over
all the earth.”—Psalm 83:18.
. Jehovah is never too busy to listen to us
if we approach him properly in prayer. The
Bible gives this assurance: ™As regards Je-
hovah, his eyes are rovmg about through all
the earth to show his st en?th in benalf of
those whose heart Is complete toward him.”
—2 Chronicles 16:9.

Angels and Morals _

Contrary to what is often portrayed in
the media, angels do not judge peoplé. That
Is fitting, for an%els are'not authorized fo
{Hd%eh mans. Jehovan is “the Judge_ofa_ll,

ough “he has committed all th Judglnaq
to the_Son,” Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 12:23;
John 5:22) Nevertneless, 1t would be a mis-
take to assume that angels are indjfferent
about how we live our |ives. Jesus said: “Joy
arises among the angels of God over one siri-
ner that repents."—Luke 15:10.

Angels are not mere bystanders, however.
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In times past, they served as executioners,
carrYlng out the judgments of God. For ex-
ample, God used angels against the ancient
EgyPtlans., According to Psalm 78:49, “he
WENt sending upon thiem his burning anger,
fury and denunciation and distress |
tations of a_ngiels bringing calamity.” Simi-
larly, the Bible repors that in oné night a
single angel destr%yed 185,000 Assyrian sol-
diers.—2 Kings 19:3. _

Likewise, in the future, angels will de-
stroy those who by refusmg td conform to
(od’s righteous standards threaten the wel-
fare of ‘others. Jesus will come “with his
Bo_werful angels in a flaming fire, as he

rings vengéance upon those” who do not
know God and those who_do not obey the
good news.”—2 Thessalonians 1.7, 8.

The Scriptures thus show that God’s
faithful anﬁels_always,do his will by car-
rying out Ris instructions and upholdin
hils righteous standards. Clearly, if we wan
God’s angels to help us, we need to_know
\(/jvh_att God’s will is and earnestly strive to
0it.

, d8pu-

Guardian Angels

Do an%els care for people and protect
them? The apostle_ Paul asked: “Are they
[an?els] not all spirits for public service,
sent forth to minister for those who are
om% to inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14)
learly, the answer to Paul’s question is yes.

Because of their refusal to bow down be-
fore a golden image erected b)( Bab)Lllo-
nian King Nebuchadnezzar, the three He-
brews Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
were hurled into a superheated furnace.
However, those faithful servants of God
were untouched by the fire. When the king
looked into the furnace, he saw “four able-
bodied men,” and said that “the appearance
of the fourth one [was] resembling a son



of the r];ods " gDanreI 325 Some ears Iat
er, D %I fou dhrmse na lioris'
cause of his farthfu ness etoo esca
harmed and declared: “My own G sent
nis andel and shut the mouth of the lions.”
—Daniel 6:22.

With the_establishment of the congreoa
tron of Chrrsts followers In the frrst entu

ry CE., angels a arn a eare reern%

a ost es from r|
And when Pau as | err ed at sea
rm that he would arrive

an angel assure
safely’in Rome.—Acts 27:13-24.
Present-day servants of Jehovah God are
fully convincéd that God's invisible angelic
forces are real and are able to provide pro-
tection, as they did for Elisha and

gel o Jehovah s camping all around those

1S’ at-
tendant. (2 Ki 9s615 -17) Indeed, “the an-

fearingqlhim, and he rescues them.”—Psalm
4:7: 91:11.

The Message Angels Carr
While the angelsare concerned about the
welfare of those who serve Jehovah God
they are also involved in seeing to it that
pedple learn about him and his purpose The
a ostle Johp wrote: “l saw anotheran? | fly-
Ing in midheaven, and he had everfasting
good news to declare as glad tidings to those
dweII on the earth, and {0 Fvery nation
an trr e ang tong(ue and people, saying In
a loud vorce Fear God and give him glory."”
—Revelation 14:6
Do you want o know the content of this
everastrng good_news”? |f so, ask Jeho-
van's Witngsses. They will be gfad to share
it with you.
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ONCERNING the construction projects

he had undertaken, a famous king once

boasted: "At the enclosure of Babylon
| made an enclosure of a strong wall on the
east side. | dug a moat ... | built with bi-
tumen and brick a mighty wall which, like a
mountain, could not be moved." Yes, Babylonian
King Nebuchadnezzar had engaged in an ex-
tensive building program and had worked hard
to fortify the capital city of his empire. But the
city of Babylon did not prove to be as impreg-
nable as he had imagined.

Proof of this came on October 5, 539 B.C.E.
Accompanied by the army of Media, the Persian
ruler Cyrus Il then conquered Babylon and exe-
cuted its Chaldean ruler, Belshazzar. Who would
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now become the first ruler of this newly con-
quered city? God's prophet Daniel, who was
present inside the city when it fell, wrote: "Dari-
us the Mede himself received the kingdom, being
about sixty-two years old."— Daniel 5:30, 31.

Who was Darius? What kind of ruler did he
prove to be? How did he treat the prophet Dan-
iel, who had been in exile in Babylon for over
70 years?

A KING WITH A SKETCHY HISTORY
Historical information about Darius the Mede
is sketchy. The Medes left virtually no written
records. Moreover, the hundreds of thousands
of cuneiform tablets unearthed in the Middle
East present an imperfect history with many
gaps. Other ancient secular writings that have



survived are few in number and are separated
from the events involving Darius by a century
or more.

Nevertheless, evidence suggests that after
capturing Ecbatana, the capital of Media, Per-
sian ruler Cyrus Il was able to win the loyalty
of the Medes. Thereafter, Medes and Persians
fought unitedly under his leadership. Concerning
their relationship, author Robert Collins ob-
serves in his book The Medes and Persians: "In
peace the Medes were on an equal footing with
the Persians. They were frequently appointed to
high office in civic government and posts of lead-
ership in the Persian army. Foreigners referred
to the Medes and Persians, making no distinction
between conquered and conqueror." Media thus
merged with Persia to form the Medo-Persian
Empire.— Daniel 5:28; 8:3, 4, 20.

The Medes certainly played a major part in
the overthrow of Babylon. The Scriptures pre-
sent "Darius the son of Ahasuerus of the seed of
the Medes" as the first king of the Medo-Persian
Empire to rule over Babylon. (Daniel 9:1) His
kingly power included the authority to establish
statutes "according to the law of the Medes and
the Persians, which is not annulled.” (Daniel 6:8)
What the Bible says about Darius also gives us
a glimpse of his personality as well as a cogent
reason for the lack of secular information con-
cerning him.

DANIEL IS FAVORED

Soon after assuming power in Babylon, Dari-
us set up "one hundred and twenty satraps, who
were to be over the whole kingdom," says the
Bible, "and over them three high officials, of
whom Daniel was one." (Daniel 6:1, 2) How-
ever, Daniel's high position was very distasteful
to the other officials. His integrity undoubted-
ly tended to restrain corruption, likely causing
resentment. Envy must also have influenced the
high officials, since the king favored Daniel and
contemplated making him the prime minister.

Hoping to put an end to this situation, the two
officials and the satraps devised a legal trap.
They went before the king and presented for his
signature an edict that would prohibit the mak-
ing of "a petition to any god or man" other than
Darius for 30 days. They proposed that any vi-
olator should be thrown into the lions' pit. Darius
was led to believe that such an edict would be
favored by all ranking government officials, and
the proposal seemed to be an expression of their
loyalty to the king.— Daniel 6:1-3, 6-8.

Darius signed the decree and soon came face-
to-face with its effects. Daniel became the
edict's first violator, since he continued to pray
to Jehovah God. (Compare Acts 5:29.) Faith-
ful Daniel was thrown into the lions' pit despite
the king's sincere efforts to find a way of cir-
cumventing the unchangeable statute. Darius
expressed confidence that Daniel's God had the
power to preserve the prophet alive.— Daniel
6:9-17.

After a sleepless night of fasting, Darius hur-
ried to the lions' pit. How glad he was to find
Daniel alive and unharmed! As retributive jus-
tice, the king promptly had Daniel's accusers
and their families thrown into the pit of lions.
He also issued an order that 'in every domin-
ion of his kingdom, people were to be quaking
and fearing before the God of Daniel.'- Dan-
iel 6:18-27.

Clearly, Darius respected Daniel's God and
religion and was eager to right the wrong. Yet,
punishing Daniel's accusers must have incurred
the animosity of the remaining officials. More-
over, Darius' proclamation ordering all in the
kingdom to ‘fear before the God of Daniel' must
have caused deep resentment among the pow-
erful Babylonian clergy. Since the scribes surely
were influenced by these factors, it would not be
strange if secular records were altered to elim-
inate information about Darius. Yet, the brief
account in the book of Daniel portrays Darius as
a ruler with a sense of fairness and justice.
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Walki
FHEER R

“Draw close to God, and he will draw close

HE man had suffered in
Rrrson for years. Then

e was summoned to
appear before the ruler of the

and. Events moved swiftly.

Suddenly, the prisoner founa
himself’in the service of the
most powerful monarch then
onthe earth. The former pris-
oner was placed, in a position
of great responsibility and ex-
traordinary honor,” Joseph
—the man“whose feet were
once bound with fetters—now
walked with a king!—Genesis
41:14,39-43; Psalm 105:17,18.

2 Today, humans have the
opportunity to engage In the
servrce of someone far greater
than Pharaoh of Eqypt. The
Supreme One of the Universe
invites all of us to serve him.
What an awe-inspiring privi-
lege 1t 1S to do s0.and {0 culti-
vate a close relatjopship with
Jehovah, the almighty Godl! In
the Scriptures, majéstic power and_ splen-
dor as well as serenity, beauty, and L)eas
antness are associated with him. (Ezekiel 1

-28: Revelation 4:1-3) Love permeates all
his dealings, (1 John 4°8) Never does he lie
(Numbers™23:19) And never does Jehovah
Jlegze t\6\/2 e(hd/ ;ay that it is a great priv

10 THE WATCHTOWER- NOVEMBER 15, 1998

ith G

JAMES 438,

disappoint those loyal to him,
(Psalm_18:25) By conforming
to his righteous requirements,
We can enjo happ¥ meaning-
ful lives now, with everlast-
ing Iife in view. (John 17: 3|2 No
human ruler offers anyt rn%
remotely comparaple t0 suc

blessings and prrvrle?_ "
ong ago, the pa

Noah determined to Irve rn
harmony with God’s will and
Euri)ose Concernrng him, the

ble says: “Noah was a righ-
teous man He proved himself

faultless among his contemP

raries, Noah Walked with the
true God.” (Genesis 69 Of

course, Noah did not literal-
Iy walk with Jehovah, since
1o man has even “seen God at
anoytrme” (John 1:18) Rather
Noah walked with God in that
he did what God told him to
do. Because Noan devoted his
life to the doing of Jehovahs
will, he enjorred a warm Intimate relatron
ship with Almig t{ d.. Like Noah, mil-
[ions today are, Walking with God’ by living
in harmony with Jehovah’s counsel and in-
(S:Brur%gon ow does a person begin such a
Urse’s

%0(![)7 what way did Noah ‘walk with the true



Accurate Knowledge Essential

4To walk with Jehovah, we must first
come to know him. The prophet Isaiah fore-
told: “It must occur in the final part of the
days that the mountain of the house of Je-
hovah will become firmly established above
the toP ofthe mountains, an it will certain-
%be ifted up above the hills; and o it all
the nations must stream. And many people
will certainly go and say: ‘Come, you people
and [et us g up to the mountain of Jehovah
to the house of the God of Jacah; and_he wi
instruct us about his ways, and we will wa
In his paths.” For out 0f Zion law will
forth, and the word of Jehovah out of Jert-
salem.” (Isaiah 2:2, 3) Yes, we can have con-
fidence that Jehovah will'instruct all those
seeking to.walk in his Wa)rs Jehovah has
provided his Word, the Bible, and he helps
Us to understand it. One way he does this'is
throu%h “the faithful and dlscreet slave,
Matthew 24:45-47) Jehovah uses the faith-
ul slave’ to prowde spiritual instruction by
means of Bible-based publicatjons, Chris-
tian meetings, and the free home-Bible-
study arrangement. God also helps his Peo
Rle to understand his Word by means of his

5yrsplnt —1 Connth|ans 2:10-16.

hough we do not pay money for Bi-

ble truth; it is precious. AS we stidy God’s
Word, we learn about.God himsélf—his
name, his personality, his purpose, and the
way he deals with humans, We also learn
the' liberating answers to life’s fundamen-
tal questions: Why. are we here? Wh%/ 0€S

od ﬁermn suffering? What does the f
ture nold? Why do we qrow old and die? Is
there life aftef death? Moreover, we leamn
what God’s will is for us, that. is, how we
should walk 1n order to please him fully. We
learn that his requirements are reasonable

é wdo Jehovah msthuct his peo ge')
y|s criptural truth so precious:

X —
O/\—-

and are wonderfully beneficial when we live
ug to them. Without God’s instruction, we
could never understand such things.
6Bible truth is powerful and moves us to
make changes in our lives. (Hebrews 4:12)
Before takmq In knowledge of the Scrip-
tures, we_could walk only accord|n to the
system of things of this world,” (Ephesians
:2) But accurate knowledge of Goa’s Word
maps ouf a dlfferent course for us so that we
can walk worthily of Jehovah to the end of
easmg him. COI033|ans 1:10) What
a o |t IS t0 ake ourearysteps in walking
Wlt Jehovah, temost magnlflcent Person
In the entire universe'—Luke 11:28

wa Important Steps
_E (? catl%n anc} ga;ﬁlsm

TWhen we grow in our understanding
of the Bible, vie begin to examine human
affairs and our own lives In the snlntual
light of God’s Ward. An important truth
thus becomes eV|dent That ruth Was_ex-
presse long ago W e prophet Jeremian
who WFOte “I"'well’ know 0 Jehovah, thaf
0 eart |ng man his way does not eon
It does not belong t0 m; nw0|swa |n
even to direct h|s step.” (Jeremjah 10:2
Humans—all of us—need God’s direction.

8Understandlng this vital fact motivates
us to seek guidance from Jehovah, And love
for God moves us to dedicate our life to him.
To make a dedication to God means to ap-
Proach him In prayer and_solemnly promise
0 use our |ife to Serve him and to walk In
his ways faithfully. In doing this, we follow
the examRIe of Jesus. who™presented him
self to Jehovah with firm determination to
carry out the divine will.—Hebrews 10:7.

hat course doe)s accurate Bible knowledge
atgtruth about

N
? rézdr%a ersYa \}% %&Weosr%\/r\g%e cation
at |sp6?1?|st|an cgnond?I
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9Jehovah God never pressures or coerces
anyone to make a dedication to him. (Com-
pare 2 Corinthians 9:7.) Moregver, God (ges
not expect anyone to dedicate his hfe to Him
because of some transient emotion. Before
bem atlze a erson must already be

ISCI e an tha requnes earnest effort
to take in knowledge. (Matthew 28:19, 20
Paul entreated those who were already bap-
tlzed to fresent thelr bodies a sacrifice ||v
md holy,.acceptah eto God, a sacred service

ht eir power of reason.” (Romans 12:1
Itis by a S|m|Iar exercise 0f our power 0
reason’that we make a dedication to Jeho-
vah God. After learning what is involved
and reasonm carefully on the matter, we
WI mg Fy foa/fully dedicate our life to

sal

I)After approachmg God privately in
prayer to express our determmatlon to walk
In HIS ways, we Lake the next ste We make
our dedication known publicly (Your bap-
tism in water. This Is apubhc ec arat|on
that we have vowed to do God’s will.
the heginning of his earthly ministry, Jesus
was baptized by John, thussetting an exam-
ple for us. (Matthew 313 171) Later, Jesus
commlssmned his followers fo make discl-
Ples and baptize them. Therefore, dedtca
Ion an bagttlsm are essentlal steps or any
wno wish t0 walk with Jehovah.

11Becoming a dedicated, baptized disciple
of Jesus Chnst is somewhat Similar to get-
tmg marned nman Iands the weddin 8
day'is preceded b severa steps man an
a woman meet gK tto know each other, and
ah In love. Next comes the engﬁgement
The wedding makes public what has been

k}\%;y do individuals dedicate their life to Je-

%
dedlca rbrelate t% b%gtlfprgre 410
tWatlon faho fat] an that

eXIS mg een a

12 THE WATCHTOMER—NOVEVBRR 15, 1998

decided uloon in private—to enter wedlqck
and then live fogether as husband and wife.
Itis the weddmg that publicly marks the be-
8mnmg of that special reldtionship. That
ate marks the beginning of the marnade
Comparably, baptism marks the start o
life devoted to walking In a dedicated rela-
tionship with Jehovah
DConsider another parallel. After their
wedding day, the love between hushand and
wife should deepen and mature. To draw
ever closer to one another, both marriage
mates must unselfishly strive to maintain
and strengthen their marital relationship.
Although Wwe do not enter into a marriage
with God, after our baptism we must work
to maintain a close relationship with Jeho-
vah, He.observes and appreciates our fforts
to do his will and draws close to us. “Draw
close to God,” wrote the disciple James,
and he will draw close to you."—James 4:8.

Walking.in Jesus’ Footsteps

BTo walk with Jehovah, we must con-
form to the_example set by Jesus Christ.
The apostle Peter wrote: “Tothis course you
were called, because even Christ suffered
for you, leaving you a model for you to fol-
low his steps clasely.” (1 Peter 2:21) Since
Jesus was perfect and we are imperfect, we
cannot fIawIessI follow the example he set.
Nevertheless, J ovah ex éaects S to do the
best we can. Let us consider five features
of Jesus life and ministry. that dedicated
Chnstlans should strive to'imitate,
e a} r(tiaccurate and thorou%h
know %eo 's Wor urm% IS mi
Istry, Jesus frequently quoted from the
brewSantures LuKke 4:4.8 Ofcourse the
wicked re r%IOUS eaders of those days also
quoted from the Scriptures. (Matthew 22

\t/\r)ﬁw kmg with God, whose example should
at is involved in knowing God's Word?



Study, dedication, and baptism are early
steps in walking with God

23,24 The difference was that Jesus under-
stood what the Scriptures meant, and he ap-
Plred them in his life. He knew not onIyt e
etter of the Law but also the spirit of jt. A
we_follow Christ’s example, we too should
strive 0 understand God’s Word, getting
the sense, or spirit, of it. By doing’so, we
may become drvrnely approved workers who
are” able to handle the_word of the truth
arrjght —2 Timothy 2:15,

heavenly Father. Jesus did not keep his
knowledge of God’s Word to hrmsef Even
his enentles aﬁdressed |mﬁ e(aoher -
cause every ere he went he talked to oth-
ers about Jehovah and His purBoses gMat
thew 12:38) Jesus preached publicly in the

ag'o ult-lratv Oddrd Jesus set an example in speaking

temple area, in synagogues, in cities, and in
the countryside. (Mark 1:39; Luke 8:1- John
18:20) He taught with compassion and kind-
ness, showing love for the ones whom he
helped. (Matthew 4:23) Those who follow Je-
sus’ example also find many places and ways
to teach others about Jehovah God and his

marve ous purPoses
ond with others

sfelt a close b
WhOWOth dJehova While Jesus was

speaking toﬁJ he crowds on one ocgasion, his
mother and his unbelieving brothers came
to speak with him. The Bible account says:

Christ Jesus sBoke to others about his “Someone said to him: ‘Look! Your moth-

§£e?<'?ﬁ to speak to you.
said tog the Fone teIIY Who |s m
mother, andwho arem rothers?’ And ex-
tendrng his_hand toward his drscrples he
said: ‘Look! My mother and my brothers! For

%\SN vvd)\r/\s/hcrld)esresvdflsd B {elatronshrp with fel-

your brothers are standing outside,
As an answer he
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whoever does the will of my Father who is in
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother/” (Mattheiy 12:47-50) This does
not mean that Jesus rejected his family, for
subsequent events prove that he did riot do
s0. (John 19:25-27) Yet, this account empha-
sizes the love Jesus had for fellow believers.
Similarly today, those who walk with God
seek thé companionship of other servants
of f%heogath gnd grow to love them dearly.

By.doin th?dwrnewrll Jesus showed

Iove for his heaven dl Father Jesus obeyed
Jehovah in everythir ? He said; “My food is
for me 1o do the will of him that ‘sent me
and to_ finish his work (‘John 4:34) Christ
also said; “Iawas dothe things pleasing to
Lod "(John 8 %esus love hrs heaven
ather so much that e humb e |msef
and became obedient as far as death, ges
death on a torture stake.” (Philippians
Inturn, Jehovah blessed Jesus exaltrn hrm
to a Posrtron of authority and honor second
only to Jehovah himself. {Philippians 2:9-11)
ere Jesus, we show our love for God by keeP
md IS commandments and by doing fis will

Jes feeI %nga ecP \tenly

0 izl

&ather S er

How Would You Respond?

O Why is it an honor to walk with the
true God?

O Why are study, dedication, and
baptism early steps in walking with
Jehovah?

O How might we follow in the foot-
steps of Jesus?

O How do we know that Jehovah will
sustain us as we walk with him?

14 THEWATCHTOAMRR—NOWEVBRR 15, 1998

SUS asaman of prayer He prayed

at f bg ism, fLu e 3 1) yBetore pch 0S
his 12 apostles, he devo ed the entire

n| htto r r Luk 12, Jesusta g(ht
|d|scrl h ke 11:1-4) On
the nrdht before hrs d ath, he prayed for
and with his disciples. (John 17:1-26) Prayer

Was an |mBortant art of Jesus’life, even as
It should e In our lives, since we are his
followers. Wlaat an honor 1t Is tos eak to
the Universal Sovereign in prayer! Furtner-
more, Jehovah %nsw r? prayers, for John
wrote: “This 15 the confidence that we have
toward him, that, no matter What it Is that
wea]s acfcordw to hr% will, he hears us.

Furtner, 1f w ow he hears us respectm%

atever we are as Ing, we know we are t
ave th fe hings as ehd since we have asked
them of him."—1Jo 15.

OThere is so much o Iearn from close-
ly examrmn the earthly life and minis-
eyo Jesus hnst Retlect on the qualities

manifested: love, compassion, Kindness,
strength balance, reasoriableness, humili-
), o, and ””Se”'srSStSrTs“SdOr&WS
{0 behrs farth#ul %ollo%vers Knowledge of
Jesus also draws us closer to ehovah Af-
er all Jesus was a perfect reflection of his
1eaven ttl Father. Sq intimate was he with

% that he could say; “He that has seen
me has seen the Father also."—John 14:9,

Trust in God to Sustain You

When children are Just Iearnrnd )
a therr psaeuntt%ay How gdo th
arn tow wrt confi ee g |L
Practrc 8er everance, Wel|, thosé wa
ng with Jehovah strive to walk with a con-

18at£ at way did Jesus set an example in the
B e o e

orr]v)may We gain conttrdence inwalking with




frdent steady stride. This too requires time
erseverance Paul pointed out the 1m-
%ortance of perseverance In walking with
od when he wrote: “Finally, brothers, we
request you and exhort you by the Lord
Jesus Just as you recejved the ‘instruction
from us on how'you ought to walk and please
od, Just as you are In. fact walking, thaf
you would keep on doing it more “fully.”
—1 Thessalonians 4:1.
A If we are wholly devoted to God, he

2L As we walk with Jehovah, what blessings
can we enjory

will heI Us to keep on'w krn with him,
Isara 0:29-31) Nothing t orld has to

fer can compare with E essh nos that

estows _on those .walking In hig, ways.
H? IS the One teachjn It oér
us to tread In t
way In which we should walk. And If we ac-

tually pay attentron to his commandments,
our %eace v¥]rl ecome Sust ke a river

T (RS L
Invitation to walk Wrth G dB d/n% part%rl

%rdorng S0, We can enjoy peace Wrt

us fo bene
selves, the One causin

R ERERNITY I ViEw

“We

EHOVAH .GQD did not have a begin-
nrnB He is frttrnﬁl y called “the Ancient
ays,” since RIS existence stretches
endlessly rnto the past. (Daniel 7.9, 13) Je-
hovah Will also enjoy an eternal future, He
alone is the “Krn of eternity.” Revelatron
10:6; 15:3) And in rse es a ousan years
are “put as yesterday W en it 15 past, and
as awatch during the night,”—Psalm '90:4.

2 Since the Grver of life is eternal, he

could hoId out to the first human arr
Adam and Eve, the grospect of endless life
rn Paradise. Becausé of disobedience, how-

ycan Jehovah be called the “King of eter-

ma}a), \ﬁ/sﬂa(gnr a)td ghgu ose robedrenth

cus our hopes

. shall walk in the name ofJehovah our God
to time indefinite, even forever.

MICAH 45,

ever Adam forfeited the right to everlast-
% life assran sin and eath on to his
enda omans 5:12) Yet,. AGaM's
rebel jon did not thwart God’s original pur-
pose. 11 1s Jehovah's wil| that obédient hu-
mans live forever, and he will accomplrsh
his purpose without fail. (Isaiah 55 11) How
fitting, then, that we focus our hopes and
Blans on servrn\%Jehovi wrt et rnrt
lew. Wh rewe antto eep aly e
ovah” close In mind, it I vrta to e

er that our uoa rs to walk with Go ?
ever.—2 Peter 3:12.

Jehovah Acts at His ApPornted Time
3 As those walking with God, we are

porntgdl RSP 88?8\681@54‘&5 an “ap-
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keenly interested in accomplishing
his will. We know that Jefiovah IS
the Great Timekeeper, and we have
confidence that he never fails to
fulfill hrs purposes athis appornte
time. For example, “when efuII
limit of the trme arived, God sent
forth his Son.” gGaIa} dan 44{ The
apostle John was to here
Wwas. an “appointed time” or the
fulfrllment of the |grophetrc th |n S
esaw in srgns evelation 1

Th ere |s “the a%pornr,e trme for
the g ea to be ju ed.” (Revelation
11:18) More_th an years ago,
the apostle Paul was ms Ired to sa%
that God “has set a d a mwrc
he gurPoses {0 rrudge the Inhabit-
ed 1arh In righteousness.”—Acts

4Jeh0vah will brrn% an end to
this wicked system of things, for
his name 1S being reproached in to-
day’s world. The wi k d have blos-
somed. (Psalm 92: ?] nrough their
words and deeds, they insult God,
and it pains him to see his servants
revilea and persecuted. (Zechariah 28‘) No
wonder Jehovah has decreed that Safan’s
entire organization will soon be brought to
an end! God has determined exactly when
this will occur, and the fulfillment of Bi-
ble prophecies ‘makes It clear that we are
now living in “the time of the end.” (Dan-
iel 12:4) He will soon act for the blessing of
all who'love him.

bJehovan’s servants of the past longed to
see the end of wickedness. Righteous Lot
“was greatly distressed bY the indulgence
of the law-defying people in loose™ con-

ow do {e now I at Jeh vah eﬁrres t0
an en o s&i(semot
Id view the ¢ ndr
lons tha surroun em
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duct.” (2 Peter 2.7). Grreved by the condi-
tions surrounding hrm th ej)rog het Habak-
kuk pleaded: “How long, 0 Jehovah, must |
cry for help, and you do not hear? How Iong
shall | call'to you for aid from violence, an
g/ou donot save? Why is it that you make me
ee what is hurtful’ and you kee IookrnP
upon et rouble? And Why are des 0
Ing an vro ence In front of me, ang ly
does quarre mgLoccur and why 1 strife ca
rred —Habak
n part, Jehovah answered Hahakkuk in

tese wo ds: The vrsron IS yet for the ap-

2 Tl ot ingontf

o AR TR R



should delay, keep.in expectation of jt; for
it will without fail come true. It will not
be late.” (Habakkuk 2:3) God thus made it
Know that he wou ac at “the apgomted
time.” Thoug teremt% t seem to be a de-
lay Jehovah WI| fqutII IS purpose—with-
out faill—2 Peter 3:

Serving With Uana

7 s knowm?
events a prerequ site for us to walk with
God zeanust 0, It is not. Consider some
examples. Jesus was keenly interested in
the t|me when God’s will ‘would be done

ough Jesu did no know exactly when
wodld ¢ come, ow did"he carry on
|s ac V|t|es

qging Zeal

Jehovah’s exact timing of

Walking with God requires that we
serve him zealously as did Christ's
early disciples

on earth as it is in heaven. In-
deed, Christ taught his followers
to pray: “Our Father In the heav-
ens, |&t your name be sanctified.
Let your'kingdom come. Let your
will take Place as in heaven, “also
u%on earth.” (Matthew 6:9, 10)
Though Jesus Knew that this re-
quest would be answered, he did
not know the precise ttmtng of
matters. In his Ogreat prophecy re-
arding the end of this system of
Ings, he said: “Concerntng that
day and hour nobody knows, nel-
ther the angels of the heavens nor
the Son, butonly the Father.” (Mat-
thew 24: 36?1 Since Jesus Christ Is
central to the outworking of Gods
purposes, he will be directl
voIved In'the execution of his eav-
enly Father’s enemies. When Jesus
was on earth, however, even he did
not know when God would act. Did
that, make him less zealous in Jehovah's
serwce ertatnly not! Upon seeing Jesus
zeao S cheanse]t e tem Ie “his I schgle?
? mind t ﬂ Lhe ea
eat me up. g
sam6ﬁ9 Jesu hepthtmself
pled wit t ewor
d|d it with unf aggm% zeal. He also served
Go with eternlty In View

t It 1S wri ten
Xour house wi | ocu
e was sent to Hoyanﬁ he
This was al otrue of hrIStSdISCI les.
e o G

Jes S mehwn eore e a
cended to eaven Th ea count sa
now, they had assem

e ent as |n
him’ Lo)td are you restormgf/the kingdo

ﬁattoawqftn Ie : ltl?/(ejrglt% tpdrest
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to Israel at this time?"™ Like their Mas-
ter, they yearned for the Kingdom to come.
Yet, Jesus replied: “It does not belong to
you to g_et knowledge of the times or Sea-
sons which the Father has Placed in his
own hurlsdmnon' but you will receive pow-
er when the holy spifit arrives upon you,
and you will be” witnesses of me both in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria
and to the most distant part of the earth.”
—Acts 1.68. o

9There is no indication that the disciples
were disheartened. by this reply. Instead,
they zealously busied themselves with the
work of preaching. Within weeks, they had
filled Jerusalem with their teaching. gActs
5:28) And within 30 years, _the%/ ad ex-
panded their reachmg activity o such an
extent that Paul could say that the good
news was preached “in_all creation that is
under heaven.” (Colossians 1:23) Although
the Kingdom was not ‘restored to Israel”as
the disciples had wr_onﬁly expected and it
was not established in heaven during their
lifetime, they kept on serving Jehovah zeal-
ously with eternity in view.

Examining Our Motives

DModern-ay servants of Jehovah also
long to see the end of this evil system of
things. Our main concern, however, is not
our deliverance into God's Rromlsed new
world. We want to see Jehovah’s name sanc-
tified and his sovereignty vindicated. Be-
cause of this, we can Tejoice that God has
not told us the ‘day or hour’ set for the de-
struction of Satan’s system. This allows us
to give evidence that we are determined to
walk with God eternally because we love
him, and not because wé have short-term,
selfish goals.

SR gy S
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]lMamtammq our mtegnty to God also
helps to prove that the Devil was wrong
when he char?ed that upright_Job—an
thus humans [tke him—serve God out of
self-interest. After Jehovah described_his
servant Job ag a blameless, upright, Gog-
fearm%nman Satan wickealy alleged: “Is it
for nothing that Job has feared God? Have
not you yourself put up a hedge about him
and ‘about his house and abodt everything
that he has all around? The work of hiS
hands you have blessed, and his livestock
itself hias spread abroad in the earth. But,
for a chan%e, thrust out your hand, please,
and touch everything he has and see wheth-
er he will not Curse you to your very face.”
((onb _1:8-11)bBy keeping his_integrity un-
berftrllal, Job proved this malicious cldim to
e false.

DBy similarly_holding to a course of in-
tegrity, we can disprove any satanic charge
that we serve God only because we know
that a reward_is imminent. Not know-
mq the exact time when God’s vengeance
will be executed upon the wicked gives us
the opportunity to prove that we truly love
Jehovah and want to walk in his ways for-
ever, |t shows that we are loyal to God and
trust in his way of handling matters. More-
over, not knowing the day and hour heIEs
to keep us vigilant and Spiritually awake
because we realize that the end miay come
at any time, like a thief in the night’ SMat-
thew24:42-44) By daily walking With Jeho-

vah, we make his.heart rejoice and furnish
a repi;v to the Dewr, W%O ta{mts hlnm —Prov-
erbs 21:11.

Plan for Eternity! _
BThose who walk with God know that it

1 12 In what wa ob’s inteqrit chal;
B R

or the Tutu



IS wise to make reasonable plans for the fu-
ture, Aware of the roblems and limita-
trons of old age many peope try to make
ood use of thejr youth ang stren?th S0
at their later ||fe will be financially se-
cure. What, then, of our far more| por-
tant spiritual future? Proverbs 215 says:
“The plans of the diligent one surely make
for advantage, but everyone that IS hasty
surely heads for. want, Pannrntty ahead
with eternrty inview is truly, advan geous
Srnce we do not know [ore isely whén the
end of this system will come, We need to
r[nve some thought to our future needs. But
et us be balanced and put divine interests
flrst In ||fe People who'lack faith may con-
clude that centering one’s interests on do-
quGod s will Is shortsighted. But is it?
Jesus spoke an illustration that is en-
iq tenrng In this regard. He said: “The
an of acertarn rich"man produced well,
Conseouenty e began reasoning within
himsel sayrn What shaII do, now_ that
ave nowh ere to ather my crop s
he said, ‘1 will dot IS, | wi tear own
my storehouses and build bigger. ones, and
there | will gather all my ‘grain and all
my good things; and | will sdy to my soul:
Soul, |you have man good thrngs ardu
for ma ears tak e(vJ urease rrn
enjoy ou self. od sard ohrm
reasonable one, thrs night they are de
manding your soul from you. Who, then, is
to have’the things you stored up?” So it
?oes with the man that lays up treasure
or himself but is not rich’ toward God.”
—Luke 12:16-21.

BWas Jesus making the point that the
rich man should not have worked in an ef
fort to have future material security? N
for the Scriptures encourage hard work

14 15. (a) What IIu rat on d speak
QCﬁEhﬁtzta esusﬁ? fustration gé Swh

(2 Thessalonians 3:10) The rich man’s mis-
take was that he did not do what was nec-
essary to be “rich toward God.” Even if he
had tieen able to enjoy his material wealth
for many years, he would have died even-
tually. He was shortsighted, not thinking
about eternity.

1BWalking with Jehovah with eternrty
view is both practical and farsighted. [t is
the best way to plan for the future. Whil e
It is wise to' make oractrcal plans concern-
|ng schooling, employment, and family re-
ﬁonsrbrhtres we should always remember

that Jehovah never abandons is loyal ser-
vants. King David sang: “A young man |
used to be, T have also grown old, and yet |
have not seen anyone righteous left entirely,
nor his offspring looking for bread.” (Psalm

:25) Jesus likewise ﬂave assurance that
God erI provide for all who seek first the
Kingdom and walk |n Jehovah’s righteous
wa%s —Matthew 6

Though we serve God with eternity in

view, we strII keep Jehovah's day close in
mind. The fulfilment of Bible prophecy
oquently testifies to the nearness of that
day. This century has been characterized

16, eWhe/ Fa[n wg conficently rely on Jehovah for
?’f ?—lfow d% we know that the end is near?

In Our Next Issue
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by wars, pestrlences earthquakes, and food
S orta%es along with the persecution of
true C rrstrans and the global preachrn? of
the good news of God’ Kingdom. Al
these are, features of the trme of the end
of this wicked sustem of things. (Matthew
24:7-14, Luke 21:11) The world Is full of
those who are Iovers of themselves, lov-
ers of money, self-assuming, haughty, blas
Phemers disobedjent to parents, unthank
ul, disloyal, having no natural affection,
not open’ to anY agreement, slanderers.
Wrthout self-control, fierce, without love o
goodness, betrayers. headstrong, Puffed up
with pride, lovers of pleasures Tather than
Iovers of God.™ (2 Timothy 3:1-5) In these
critical last days, life is difficult for us as
Jehovah’s servants. How we yearn for the
day when Jehovah’s Krnﬁdom will sweep
away all badness! Meanwhile, let us be de-
termined to walk with God with eternity
In view,

Serving With Endless Life in View

—

B Aswewalk with Jehovah let us bear jn world

mind the faith of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abra-
ham, and Sarah. After mentioning them,

serveld) GV\o/d1 Wltﬁhou/smlhatmfargtvr\/ul ones  of old

How Would You Respond?

0O What is God's purpose for obedient
humans?

O Why has Jehovah not yet acted to
bring an end to the ungodly world?

O Why should not knowing exactly
when God will act not diminish our
zeal?

O What are some benefits of walking
with God with eternity in view?

20 THEWATCHTOAMRR—NOEVER 15, 1998

Paul wrote: “In faith all these died, al-
though they. did not rh;et the fulfillment
of the promises, but they saw them afar
off and’ welcomed them “and publicly de-
Clared that they were strangers and témpo-
rary resrdents in the land,” (Hebrews 11:13)
Those arthful ones were “reaching out for a
etter I-P ace, that rs one belonging to heav-
erews 11:16) In faith,"théy looked
orwar t0 a etterpace under the ruler-
ship of God’s Messianic Kingdom. We ma
be ‘sure that God will reward them wit
Irfe eternal In that etter place—the earth-
1y Para rse under Kingdom rule.—Hebrews

]9The prophet Micah expressed the de-
termination of Jehovah'’s people to worship
God eternally. He wrote: “All the peoples,
for theiy _part, will walk each one In the
name of its god; but we, for our part, shall

walk jn the name of Jehovah our God to
trme indefinite, even forever.” (Micah 4:5)
Until his death, Micah loyally served Je-
hovah Upon being resurrected in the new

no doubt that prophet will continue
to walk with God for all eternity. What a
frne example for those of us living deep in
the time of the end!

ZOJehovah aw)recrates the love we show
for hig name. (Hebrews 6:10) He knows that
it is difficylt for us to marntarn integrit to
him in this world dominated by the
Il. Whereas “the world is passin away
however “he that does the will of God fe-
mains forever.” (1 John 2:17: 5:19) With Je-
hovah’s help then let us be resolved to en
durethetrratswe acefrom a¥to ay.
our thrnkrn? and way of life focus ont
won eru bessrngrs promrsed y our ovrn%

heavenly Fat er. These can be ours If w
keep on wal rng wrth God with eternity in
view.—Jude 20,

20. What should be our resolve?



Mattathias, the father of
Judah Maccabee, cried out:
Let everyone who is zealous

for the Law follow me'

MACCABEE 57

Fﬁ angl erlod J Maccahees
ike 4 blac oxh| etweent

comp et|on ofthe last books of the e-
brew Scriptures and the coming of esus
Cpnst Even ixs certgl Eetmsare reve efd

when an a|r ane’s ac boX iS Sty |e

teracras ome insight can be gained b
cose look in 8 to the
ﬁnsmon and transformation for the Jew-
D Were the Maccabees? How did t

0 were the Maccabees? How did the
affect Judaism hefore the comlng of hy
foretold Messiah?—Daniel 9:25, 2

The Tidal Wave of HeIIemsm "
Alexander the Great conquered fery |
ries all the way from Greece to India (336

accabean gra—one Of

323 B.CE.). His vast kingdom was a fac-
tor in the spreadmg of Hellenism—the lan-
guage and culture”of Greece. Alexander’s
officers and troops married local women,
causing a fusion of Greek and foreign cul-
tures, After Alexander’s death hlskmgdom
was divided among his generals. At the be-
gmnlnﬁ of the second céntury B.CE., Anti-
achus 1 of the Grecian Seleucid dynasty In
gyna wrested Israel from the control of the
reek Ptolemies of % How were the
Jews In Israel affected by Hellenistic rule?
One historian writes; “Since Jews could
not avoid contact with their Hellenized
neighbors, still less with their own breth-
ren‘abroad, absorption of Greek culture and

The Watchtower—November 15,1998 21

r Publications

Mattathias appealing to the Jewish refugees/ The Dor& Bible Illustrati



Greek ways of thinking was upavoidable

Merely to’ breathe in fhe Hellenistic perfod
Involved absorption of Greek culture!” Jews
took on Greek names. To varying degrees,
they adopted Greek customs and Uress. The
subtle power of assimilation was on the rise.

Corruption of the Priests

Among the Jews most susceptible to Hel-
lenistic influence were the. priests. To many
of them,_.accepting Hellenism meant allow-
Ing Judaism to progress with the times. One
such Jew was Jason (called Joshua in He-
brew), the brother of the high priest Oni-
as 1. While Onias was away in Antioch,
Jason offered a bribe to the Greek authori-
ties. Why? To induce them to_appoint Ja-
son as h|Ph priest in place of Onias, The
Greek Sefeuctd ruler Antiochus Eﬁlphanes
175-164 B.CE.) readily accepted the offer.

reek rulers had not previously interfered
with the Jewish high priesthood, but Anti-
ochus needed funds for military campaigns.
He was also pleased;to have a Jewish leader
who would more actively promote Helleniza-
tion. At Jason’s re(iues . Antiochus granted
Jerusalem the status of a Greek city (po-
lis). And Jason built a gymnasium where
Young Jews and even priests competed in
he games.

Treacher?/ begat treachery. Three years
|later Menelaus, Who may not have been of
the priestly line, offereda higher bribe, and
Jason fled. To pay Antiochus,”Menelaus took
large sums of moneY from the temple trea-
sury. Since Onias 111 (in exile n Anﬂoch&
f]po e oyt against this, Menelaus arrange

IS murder. _

.When a rumor spread that Antiochus had
died, Jason returned fo Jerusalem with a
thousand men in an effort to take the high
priesthood from Menelaus. But AntiochUs
Was not dead. Hearing of Jason’s actjon and
of disturbances among the Jews in defiance
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of his Hellenization policies, Antiochus re-
sponded with a vengeance.

“Antiochus Takes Action

In_his book The Maccabees, Moshe
Pearlman writes; “Although the records are
not explicit, Antigchu apjnears t?_ have con-
cluded that a||0W|n(11_t_ e Jews religious lat-
itude had been a political error. To'him, the
|atest rebellion I Jerusalem had sprung not
from purely religious motives but from a
Prevallln? pro-EgyP_tlan mood in Judea, and
hese political sentiments_had been given
dangerous expression precisely because the
Jews, alone of all his people, had souqht_and
been allowed a large measure of ré |gi|ous
gte F%eelgsm ... This, he decided, would be

Israeli statesman and scholar Abba Eban
summarizes what followed: “In rapid succes-
sion during the years 168 and 167 [B.C.E.l,
Jews were 'massacred, the Temple was loo
ed, the practice of the Jewish religion was
Broscrlbed. Circumcision became punishable
y death, as was Sabpath observance. The ul-
timate insult came in December 167, when,
by order of Antiochug, an altar to Zeus was
erected within the Temple, and the Jews
were required to sacrifice swine flesh—un-
clean, of course, by Jewish law—to the god of
the Greeks.” Dufing this period, Menelaus
and other Hellenized Jews continued in their
positions, officiating at a now defiled temple.

While many Jews accepted Hellenism,
a new group “calling themselves Hasidim
—pious~ones—encoliraged stricter obedi-
ence fo the Law of Moses, Now disqust-
ed with the Hellenized priests, the Tom-
mon people sided more and more with the
Hasidim. A period of martyrdom set in as
Jews throu?hout the couritry were forced
to conform 10 ga an customsand sacrifices
or die.. The ap cr%phal books of the Macca-
bees give numergus accounts of men, wom-



en, and children who preferred death to
compromise.

The Maccabees React

The extreme actions ofAntrochu? rompt-
ed many Jews to fight for their religion. In
Modi'in; northwest™of Jerusalem near the
modern’ crty of Lod, a priest named Matta-
thias was called o the center of town. Since
Mattathias was respected by the [ocal popu-
lace, the king’s representative tried to con-
vince him to_participate in a pagan sacrifice
—to save his own life and to” set an ex-
ample for the rest of the populace. When
Mattathias refused, another Jew came for-
ward, ready to compromise. Filled with in-
drﬂnatron attathids grabbed g weapon and
K dh tunne bzthe violent reaction
of th rse erP/ man. the Greek soldiers re-
sponded slowty, Within seconds, Mattathias
had killed the Greek official as well. The five
sons of Mattathias and the town’s residents
overgowered the Greek troops before they
could defend themselves.

Ma tathras cried out ‘Let evergone who
is zealous for the Law follow mg.” To es-
caPe reprisals, he and his sons fled to the

countr And as word of their actions
sgrea Jews (including many Hasidim)
ine

Mattathras appointed his son Judah over
mrIrta rh/ eratrons Perha sbecause of Ju-
1l [OWESS, ewascae Mac-
ca ee meanr%p ammer "Mattathias and
hrs 50NS were asmonaeans aname
derived from th etown eshmon or from a
forefather so named. (Joshua 15:27) Since
Juda Maccgbee beriame the prominent frd-
ure urrn% e rebellion, however, the who
family came to be called the Maccabess.

The Temple Reclaimed
Durrng thﬁ first year of the revolt, Mat-
tathra? nd his_sons were able to organize
a small army. On more than one occasion,

Greek troops attacked gToups of Hasrdrm
fighters on the Sabbath. Though capable of
défending themselves, they WOUd not vio-
|ate the abbath. Mass slaughters therefore
resu lted. Mattathias—now vrewed as a re
|ﬁrous authorrty mstrtute a ru mgt at
owe Jews t0 defend themselves on t
Sabbath. This ryling not only gave new |e
t0 the rebellion but also set  pattern in Ju-
daism of allowing religious leaders to adapt
Jewish law to changing circumstances. The
Talmud reflects this trénd in the |ater state-
ment: “Let them desecrate one Sabbath so
tha{t the 5bmay sanctify many Sabbaths.”

After the death of his eIderIy father, Ju-
dah Maccabee hecame the undisputed fead-
er of the revolt. Realizing that he had no
ability to defeat his enem¥< in open Dattle,
he devrsed new methods, Iike guerrilla war-
fare of modern times. He struck the forces
of Antiochus,in areas where they could not
resort to their usual methods of defense. In
one battle after another, Judah thus._suc-
ceeded |n defeating forces overwhelmingly
larger than his own.

aced with internal rivalries and Romes
rising power, rulers ofthe Seleucr Empire
were” less concerned with enf orcrngf antr
Jewish decrees. This opened the waytor J
dah to gress his attack to the veg ates of
erusal m. In Decem erl or per-
hags he and hrs trooqs captured

temp Ie c eansed Its utensils, and re-
dedrcated it—three years to the day after
Its desecration. The Jews commemorate this
event annually during Hanukkah, the festi-
val of dedication.

Politics Over Piety
The goals of the revolt had béen attained.
Prohibitions arrrarnst the practice of Juda-
Ism had peen temoved. Worship and sacri-
fices at the temple had been reStored. Now
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satisfied, the Hasidim left the army of Ju-
dah Maccabee and returned to their homes.
But Judah had other ideas. He had a well-
trained army, so.why not use it to estanlish
an independent Jewish S'[fl'[e_? The religious
causes that set the revolt in motion were
now rePIaced_by £O|Itlca| incentives. So the
struggle continted. _
Looklng for support in his f|%ht against
Seleucid domination, Judah Mactabee made
a treaty with Rome. Although he was killed
In battle in 160 B.C.E. his Brothers contin-
ued the fight. Judah’s brother Jonathan ma-
D eI
saqr | In shigh pri
and %Jer It Jugeaﬁ)qhough stiﬂ ungerpt,he?r
sovereignty. When Jonathan was deceived,
captyred, and Killed as the result of a S)(]r-
jan plot, his brother Simeon—the last of the

Maccabee brothers—took over, Under Sim-
eon’srule, the last vestiges of Seleucid gom-
Ination were removed (in 141 B.CE.). Sime-
on renewed the alliance with Rome, ‘and the
Jewisn leadership accepted him as ruler and
high priest. An independent Hasmonaean
d}/nast was thus established in the hands
of the Maccabees. _ _
The Maccabees reestablished worship at
the temﬁlle before the coming of the Messi-
ah. (Compare John 1:41, 427 2:13-17.) But
ust as confidence in the priesthood was bro-
en by the actions of Hellenized priests, it
Was aker; everaI furlthgr unldter Itlhe Haa-
monagans. Indeed, rule by politically mind-
ed priests rather than _b)/v apkingoof ¥aithfu|
David’s line did not brirg true Iessm%s to
the Jewish ﬁ)eople.—ZS muel 7:16; Psalm
89:3, 4, 35, 36.

Should | As : My Brother
for a Loan?

MON’S youngest child is sick and in
rgent need of medicine, But Simon is
very poor and cannot afford it. What

In manF/ countries, people can lose their
means of livelihood overnight and find
themselves with no money or insurance

an‘he do? Well, a fellow Christian nameto cover medical bills. Bank |oans may be
ichael Is hetter off than he Is financiallyunavailable or far too expensive. When an

Perhaps Michael will lend him the money.
In his heart, however, Simon knows it 15
Fonalrllkyy that he will be able to repay the
~ When Simon aPproaches him, Michael
is faced with a_dilemma. He realizes that
there is a genuine need but suspects that
Simonwill hot be able to pay back the mon-
ey because he has a strugﬂle ust to feed his
family. What should Michael do?

*Substitute names are used here.
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emergency arises, the only solution might
seem 10 be a loan. Before asking for a loan,
thou%hL there are some important matters
to cansider.

e g _tCountthe_gost Alines ¢
e Scriptures provjde guidelines for
both the fen%er and%e !)orrgwer. By heed-
Ing. this counsel, we can avoid mary mis-
understandings and hurt feelings.

For instance, the Bible reminds us that
we should not view lightly the matter of



borrowing money. The apostle Paul urged
Christianns in Rome: “Dg not you peo-
ple be owing anybodP]/ a single thing. ex-
cept to love one another: for'he that’ loves
his fellowman has fulfilled the law.” (Ro-
mans 13:8) Ideally, the only debt a Chris-
tian should owe others is love, Hence, we
might first ask ourselves, 1s this loan real-
ly éssential?” o

_Ifthe answer is yes, then it is wise to con-
sider the consequences of getting into debt.
Jesus Christ showed that important deci-
sions require careful thought and planning.
He asked his disciples: “Who of you that
wants to build a fower does not first sjt
down and calculate the expense, to see if
he has enqugh to complete it?” (Luke 14:
28) This prinCiple applies when considering
whether to ask a brother for a loan. Calcu-
|ating the expense of a loan means calcu-
lating how and when we will repay it.

The lender has a right to know how and

Putting loan agreements in writing
is a sign of love, not of mistrust

when the loan will be repaid. By weigh-
ing matters carefully, we will bé able to
?lve him concrete answers. Have we calcu-
[ated the cost of paying back the loan with-
In a reasonable period of time? Of coursg
it would be easier to tell our brother: I will
repaY you as soon as possible. You know you
can trust me,” But should we not handle
such matters in a more responsible way? We
must be determined from the outset to re-
pay the loan, since that is what Jehovah re-
quires of us, “The wicked one is borrowing
and does not pay back,” says Psalm 37:21.
By calculating how and when we will re-
pay the loan, we'remind ourselves of the se-
rious commitment we are making. This re-
duces the likelihood that we will incur debt
needlessly. If we can avoid gom% into debt,
there are advantages. Proverbs 22:7 warns:
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“The borrower is servant to the man domg
the lending.” Even when hoth lender an
borrower are Sf)lr_ltua| brothers, a loan may
affect their relationship, at least to a cer-
tain extent, Misunderstandings over loans
have even disrupted the peace of some con-
gregations.

Explain Why the Money Is Needed

The lender has a right to’know basically
how we are going to uSe the borrowed mori-
ey. Apart from this loan, are we also bor-
rowmg% money from others? If so, we should
make this cléar, for it has a bearing on our
ability to rep_aY the loan. T

It IS especially important to distinguish
between a business loan and one néeded
to meet some emer?en(:)(. A brother has
no Scriptural obllga lon 1o lend moner for
a commercial venture, but he is likely to
feel inclined to help if another brother,
through no fault of his own, finds him-
self unable to_pay for such basic necessities
as food, clothing; or essential medical care.
Frankness and truthfulness in these mat-
ters will help to L{)revent misunderstand-
ings.—Ephesians 4.25.

~ Put It in Writing _

A written record of the agreement IS a
vital step if we would avoid future mis-
understandings. It is easy to forget spe-
cific details of an agreement unléss they
are put in writing. We need to write down
the amount horrowed and when it is to be
Bald back. It would be advisable for both the
orrower and the lender to sign the agree-
ment and for each of them to Keep a pefson-
al copy. The Bible indicates that financial
transactions should be documented. Short-
y before the Babylonians destroyed Jerusa-
[em, Jehovah told Jeremiah to buy a plot of
land from one of his relatives. We can ben-
efit from a review of the procedure.
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“ Proceeded to buy from Hanamel the
son of my Paternal uncle the field that was
In Anathoth,” said Jeremiah. “And I began
to Welgh outto him the money, seven shek-
els anQl ten silver pieces. Then | wrote in
a deed and affixed the seal and took wit-
nesses as | went weighing the money in
the scales. After that’I took the deed of
purchase, the one sealed according to the
commandment and the regulations,and the
one left o?en' and | thengave the deed of
purchase to Baruch the son of Nerjah the
son of Mahseiah before the eyes of Hana-
mel the son of mK paternal uncle and he-
fore the eyes of the witnesses, those writ-
ing in the deed of purchase, before the
eyes of all the Jews who were sitting in
the Courtyard of the Guard,” (Jeremiah
32:9-12) Although the foregolng example
concerns a purchase rather than: a loan, it
shows the Importance of handling mone-
tary transacHons In a clear, unw\/‘lguous
way.—See The
pa?eS.28.7-8-. o

f difficulties arise, Christians should try
to resolve them in harmony with Jesus’
counsel recorded at Matthew 18:15-17. But
one elder who has tried to be helpful in such
matters comments: “In nearly_every case,
there was an absence of a written ‘agree-
ment. As a result, there was no cleal un-
derstanding between the two parties as to
how the loan had to be repaid. | am con-
vinced that puttlng these matters in writ-
|n%|s a sign of lov&, not of mistrust.”

nce we have made an agreement, we
should certamlg strive to keep our word. Je-
sus exhorted: “Just let your word Yes mean
Yes, your No, No; for what s in excess of
these is from the wicked one.” (Matthew 5:
37) If some unforeseen problem prevents
us from repaying the loan on schedule, we
should immediately explain the situation to

ay 1, 1973,



the lender. Perhaps he will allow us to re-
pay the_loan in smaller amounts over a lon-
ger period of time.

Yet, unfavorable circumstances do not ex-
cuse us from our responsibilities. A person
who fears Jehovah does his best to keep his
word. (Psalm 15:4) Although matters may
not turn out as we expected, we should be
prepared to make sacrifices in order to pay
our debts, since that is our Christian re-
sponsibility.

Be Cautious About Lending Money

Of course, the borrower is not the onlly
one who needs to weigh matters careful-
ly. A brother who is asked for a loan also
has to calculate the expense. Before lending
money, we are wise if we take the time t0
consider matters carefully and objectively,
The Bible urges caution, saying: “Donot get
to be among those striking hands, among
those who Qo security for loans."—Prov-
erbs 22.26. - _

Before committing ¥ourse|f consider
what might happen if the brother is un-
able to pay you back. Would you then have
serious financial problems yourself? Even
t ouq_h the brother may have the best of
intentions, circumstances can change or
his calculations may be mistaken. James
4:14 reminds all of"us: “You do not know
what your life will be tomorrow. For you
are a mist_appearing for a little while
and then disappearing.”"—Compare Eccle-
siastes 9:11, _
. Especially in_the case of a business loan,
it would be wise to consider the repyta-
tion of the borrower, 1S he known for emq
trustworthy and reliable, or is he inept a
handling financial matters? Does he have
a tendeficy to go argund the congregation
asking vafious ones for money? It is wise to
bear in mind these words: “Anyone inexpe-

rienced puts faith in every word, but the
sm\évd one considers his steps.”—Proverbs

. At times, a loan may not be in the best
interests of the borrower either. It could
easily become a burden for him, robbing
him of his joy. Do we want such a brother
to become our “servant™ Might a loan af-
fect our relationship, fostering uneasiness
or even embarrassment if he’is unable to
repay It? _

_|fthere is a genuine need, could we con-
sider making a gift rather than a loan
even thqu?h the amount maY be smaller’
The Scripfures encourage us to be compas-
sionate When we see olr brother in need.
The righteous one is showm? favor and Is
makmq_glfts " sang the psalmist. (Psalm
37:21) 1.0ve should move us to do what we
can to give practical help to needy brothers.
—James 2:15,16.

_Consider Your Steps Carefull¥ _

. Since loans are_a potential source of fric-
tion, we might view them as a last resort
rather than an eas%/ option. As noted earli-
er, the horrower should pe frank with the
lender, putting into, writing how and when
the loanwill b& repaid. And’In a case of true
hardship, a gift maY be the best solution.

Michael did not Tend Simon the money

he requested. Instead, Michael gave him a
smaller amount ils a gift. Simon'was grate-
ful for such help towarg pa)(mg for his
child’s medicine. And Michael was haPpy
that he wag able to show his brotherly love
In a practical W%y. (Proverhs 14:?1; ts
20:35] Both Micriael and Simon look for-
ward to the time under Kingdom rule when
Christ “will deliver the poor one crying
for help” and nobody will say, “| am sick.”
(Psalm 72:12; Isaiah” 33:24) Unti] then, let
us consider our steps carefully if we ever
feel obliged to ask a brother for a loan.
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BEWARE OF SIMONY!

his community. He lived in the first centu-

ry C.E., and people were so enthralled by
his practice of magical arts that they would say
of him: "This man is the Power of God, which
can be called Great."— Acts 8:9-11.

After Simon became a baptized Christian,
however, he took note of a power much great-
er than what he formerly displayed. It was the
power that was conferred upon Jesus' apostles,
enabling them to impart to others miraculous
gifts of the holy spirit. Simon was so impressed
that he offered the apostles money and request-
ed: "Give me also this authority, that anyone
upon whom I lay my hands may receive holy spir-
it."— Acts 8:13-19.

The apostle Peter rebuked Simon, saying:
"May your silver perish with you, because you
thought through money to get possession of the
free gift of God. You have neither part nor lot
in this matter, for your heart is not straight in the
sight of God."— Acts 8:20, 21.

From this Bible account comes the word "si-
mony," which has been defined as "the sin of
buying or selling positions or promotions in the
church." The New Catholic Encyclopedia ac-
knowledges that especially from the 9th to the
11th century "simony pervaded the monaster-
ies, the lower clergy, the episcopacy, and even

S IMON of Samaria was highly regarded in
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the papacy.” The ninth edition of The Encyclo-
paedia Britannica (1878) notes: "A study of the
history of the Papal conclaves leaves the student
with the conviction that no election untainted by
simony has ever yet been made, while in a great
number of instances the simony practised in the
conclave has been of the grossest, most shame-
less, and most overt kind."

True Christians today must beware of simony.
For example, some might shower excessive
praise or generous gifts upon those who can
grant them added privileges. Conversely, those
who can grant such privileges might show favor-
itism toward those able— and often eager— to
shower them with gifts. Both situations involve
simony, and the Scriptures clearly condemn such
a course. "Repent, therefore, of this badness of
yours," Peter urged Simon, "and supplicate Je-
hovah that, if possible, the device of your heart
['this scheme of yours," New Jerusalem Bible]
may be forgiven you; for | see you are a poison-
ous gall and a bond of unrighteousness."— Acts
8:22, 23.

Happily, Simon saw the seriousness of his
wrong desire. He begged the apostles: "You
men, make supplication for me to Jehovah that
none of the things you have said may come
upon me." (Acts 8:24) Heeding the important
lesson contained in this account, genuine Chris-
tians strive to avoid any taint of simony.
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T US

‘A Fellow Worker for Your Interests.

ROBLEMS sometimes
arose in the first-
century Christian con-

greqanon. These. had to be
fesolved, and this required
courage and obedience.
man who successfullx faced
more_than one such challenge
was Titus. As one who shared
In the work with the apostle
Paul, he made earnest efforts to
help others do things Jehovah's way.
Paul therefore told Christians in Corinth
that Titus was ‘a fellow worker for their in-
terests.’—2 Corinthians 8:23. _
Who was Titus? What part did he Iag/ in
resolving problems? And how can we béne-
fit fromconsidering his conduct?

~ The Circumcision Issue

Titus was an, uncircumcised Greek. (Ga-
latians 2:3)* Since Paul calls him “a ge_n-
uine child”according to a faith shared in
common,” Titus may. have been one of the
apostle’s spiritual children. (Titus 1:4; com-
are 1 Timothy 1:2.) Titus was with Paul,
_ arnﬁbas, and” others from Antioch, Sgr-
la, when they went to Jerusalem in about
49 C.E. to discuss the question of circumci-

*Galatians 2:3 describes Titus as a Greek (Hel'-
s DR
el o G e i

sizo_T.—Acts 15:1, 2 Galatians

It has been suggested that
since the conversion of uncir-
cumcised Gentiles was under
discussion in Jerusalem, Ti-
tus was taken along to dem-
onstrate that Jews “and non-

Jews could gain God's favor

whether they Were circumcised

or not. Some members of the Je-
_rusalem congregation who had been
Pharisees before acceptm‘g Christianity ar-
gued.that Gentile converts were obligéd to
et circumcised and to_observe the Law, but
IS argument was resisted. Compelling Ti-
tus and other Gentiles to get circumcised
would have been denying that salvation de-
pends on, Jehovah's undeserved kindness
and on faith in Jesus Christ rather than on
works of the Law. It would also have been a
rejection of evidence that Gentiles, or Reo-
ple of the nations, hzad received God’s holy

spirit.—Acts 15:5-12.

Dispatched to Corinth

When the  circumcision issue was set-
tled, Paul and Barnabas were given full
authority to preach to the nations, At the
same time, they also endeavored to keep the
poor in_mind.” (Galatians 2:9, 10) Indeed,
Wwhen Titus reappears in the inspired rec-
ord about six years later, he is in Corinth
as Paul’s envoy’in organizing a collection for
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the holy ones. As Titus went about doing
this wark, though, he found himsglf in an-
other situation tharged with tension.
Paul’s corresPondence with the Corinthi-
ans reveals that he first wrote them to “quit
mixing In company with fornicators.” He
had to'tell them to’remove an unrepentant
fornicator from their midst. Yes, Paul wrote
them a strong letter, doing so “with many
tears,” (1 Corinthians5:9-13; 2 Corinthi-
ans_2:4) Meanwhile, Titus was dispatched
to Corinth to assist in the collection taking
lace there for needy Judean Christians.
ossibly, he was also sent to observe the re-
sponse”of the Corinthians to Paul’s letter.
—2 Corinthians 8:1-6
How would the Corinthians react to
Pauls counsel? Anxmus to f|n d out, Pau
may have sent Titus_from ENesus acr0ss
the” Aegean Sea to Corinth, with Instruc-
tions to'report back as soon as possible. |f
such a mission was completed before navi-
ation ceased for the winter (in about mig-
ovember), Titus could ?o to Troas by ship
or fake the Ionqer overfand route via the
Hellespont. Pau Probabhf arrlved at the
agree meetlng Bace In_Troas early, since
the riot sparked by the silversmiths caused
h|m to leave Ephesus sooner than anticipat-
. After an anxious wait in Troas, Paul
rea lized that Titus would not be coming
r?/sea Hence, Paul struck out overland i
t e hope_of meeting him anngi the way.
nce on European soll, PauI would take thie
V|a gMatla and he finally met up with Ti-
tus in"Maced on|a 10 Paul great reI| fand
03/ the news from Corinth was goo
ngregation had reacted favora IX to the
apostles counsel.—2 Corinthians 2:12, 13;

of Wil Pl Rad oried about i Kind
ence, GO he ped Titus togfouPt? (h 8
mission. Titus had been received W|th fear
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and trembling.” (2 Corinthians_7:8-15) To
use the words of expositor W. D. Thomas:
“We can assume that without d||ut|ng the
strengith of Paul’s censure Tltus]Cp gaded
skilfully and tactfuII with the orlnth|
ans; assurmlgt em that Paul, in speak mrq
as_he did a ony their spmtual wel
being in mind.” In the process, Titus had
comé to love.the Corinthian Christians be-
cause of their obedient spirit and positive
changes. Their commendable attitude had
rovéd to be a source of encouragement

0 him,

What about the other aspect of Titus’
mission to Cormth—organlzmg the collec
tion for the holy ones in Juded? Titus had
been working on that as well, as can be
deduced from information found |n 2 Co-
rinthians. That letter was proba gwrtt
ten in Macedonia during the fall of
soon after Titus and Paul met. Paul wrote
that Titus, who had initiated the collection
Was Now bemg sent back with two unnamed
helpers, in order to complete. it, Being ear-
nestly interested in the Corinthians, “Titus
was Very willing to return. As Titus made
his wa back to Cormth likely he was car-
Cylng aul’s second inspired_letter to the

orinthians.—2 Corinthians 8:6,17,18, 22

Not only was Titus a good organizer but
he was alSo the kind of man that could be
entrusted with delicate commissions in dif-
ficult situations. He was courageous, ma-
ture, and firm. Paul evidently considered
Titus capable of dealing with the angoing
challenges presented bﬁ Corinth’s_“super-
fine apostles.” (2 Corinthians 11:5) This'im-

ressmn of T|tus is confirmed by his next

R]arance In the Scriptures, in another
demanding assignment.

On the Island of Crete
It is p robable that sometime hetween 61
and 64 C.E., Paul wrote to Titus, who was

('D



then serving on the Mediter-
ranean island of Crete. Paul
had left him there to “correct
the things that were defec-
tive” andl to “make, apPornt-
ments of older men in clty af-
ter city.” In general, Crétans
had thie repUtation of being

“liars, injurious wild beasts
unemployed gluttons.”
Crete, therefore, Titus would
again be called upon to act
with courarlre and_firmness,
(Titus L5, 10-12) That was a
ver res onsrble task for |t

K 10_shape

ture of C rrstranrty on the |s

Under inspiration, Paul
helped Titus by specifying
what to look for In poten-
tial overseers.. Those qualifi-
cations are still weighed_ in
connection with the appoint-
ment of Christian elders,

The Scriptures do nat in-
drcate when Titus left Crete,

He was there long enough for Paul to ask
him 10 provrde for the needs of Zenas and
A ollos, who were stot%{)m%t ere onajour-

at ‘some unspecified time. But Itus
uId not be on the Island very long. Paul
was planning to send either Artemas or
Tychicus there, and then Titus was to ren-
dezvous with the apostle in Nicopolis, like-
ly the prominent city of that na e located
In northwest Greece.—Titus 3:12, 13,

From the Brbles Iast er trn reference
to Titus, we learn th at grn about
65 C.E, Pal senL Y nother as-
signment. It took him to Dalmatia, are |on
eastoftheA riatic Sea in present-d ajy
atia. (2 Timothy 4:10) We are not tol what
Titus was to do there, but it has been su?
gested that he was being sent to regulate

Titus was a courageous fellow worker
for the interests of Christians in
Corinth and elsewhere

congregational affairs and engage in mis-
sionary activity. If so, Titus would be act-
Ing 1n'a capacity similar to the one in which
he served in Crete.

How thankful we are for mature Chris-
tian overseers like Titus! Their clear un-
derstanding of Scriptural principles and
their courdgeous application of them help
to safeguard the spirituality of the con-
gregation. Let us imitate their fajth and
prove to be like Titus by Promotmg the spir-
itual interests of our fellow believers.—He-
brews 13:7.
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What kind
of name do
you have?

THE Bible, the word "name"
sometimes refers to one's rep-
utation. For example, wise

King Solomon wrote: "A name is
better than good oil, and the day of
death than the day of one's being
born." (Ecclesiastes 7:1; compare
Proverbs 22:1.) According to Solo-
mon's words, a person is not born
with a good name. Rather, it is dur-
ing the course of his life that he gains
a reputation with real meaning. His
name identifies him as to his person-
al qualities, whether he is generous
or selfish, compassionate or cold,
humble or haughty, even righteous
or wicked.

Consider David. During his king-
ship, he proved himself strong
and unwavering. At the same time,
David humbly acknowledged his
mistakes and repented of his gross
sins. With good reason, Jehovah's
prophet indicated that David was "a
man agreeable to [God's] heart."
(1 Samuel 13:14) Young David al-
ready had a good name with God.

In contrast, Judean King Jehoram made a bad name for him-
self. He turned his subjects away from the worship of Jehovah
and even had his six brothers and some of the princes of Ju-
dah put to death. Eventually, Jehovah afflicted Jehoram with
a painful illness that led to his death. The Bible says that Je-
horam "went away without being desired," or as Today's
English Version puts it, "nobody was sorry when he died."
— 2 Chronicles 21:20.

The life course of David and Jehoram illustrates the truthful-
ness of the Bible proverb: "The remembrance of the righteous
one is due for a blessing, but the very name of the wicked ones
will rot." (Proverbs 10:7) Each of us should therefore soberly
consider the question, 'What kind of name am | making with
God and with my fellowman?'
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