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DOALL CLERGYVEN
BELIEVE WHAT THEY TEACH?

HE woman’s hushand has wst died. Her
priest explains that her husband was
neither good enough to go_directly to
heaven norba enough t0 be consigned tg the
fires of hell. So, according to the priest, he is
LA
Vi |
that her husgahd mag he reIeasZtP g
rification sooner. The widow IS content Wlth
this, feeling that the priest shares her sin-
cere beliefs.

Doyou think that the widow would_be djs-
illusioned I she found out that her priest did
not really beljeve In punishment after death?
Man are d|sturbed to learn that a Iarg
num er of cer ymen do not believe in muth

o W ah

eorter addressm what it
cae adeepe clerical problem an sex
stated: “Among the cIergym engral, there
are enough who have ceased to'believe in the
existence of God or the doctrine of rewards
and punishments or the resurrection.., that
the clehcal culture carries this disbelief as
Pﬁrto Its atmosphere, somewhat
ke smog.

hemselves teach. The Nation-

Other churches face c
Asurvey of vicars o t
revealed that many
damental features of traditional Christian
faith such as the virgin birth, Jesus’s mir-
acles and the second”coming of the messi-
ah " reports Australia’s Canberra Times,

Religion writer George R. Plaqenz asked

%ardlng a minister how he could

smence recite a creed that he hi seIf
did not believe In. One minister said that he
slmply replaced the creed’s opemng word s

| belteve.” He said: “| be %mt e Cree P/
say mg THEY behevelnG dthe FatherA
mlg Plagenz called such hypocri-
sy “the biggest con game In the country.”

Sadly, such clerical dishelief and insin-
cerity “disillusion many. people ahout re-
ligion in general. But’it Is not the onI
disturbing™ aspect of religion today
churchooers have been tau ht that t e B|
ble is the Word of G ey
surprised to learn that some Ion acc pte
church doctrmes are not tauoht In the B

ble? Th oIIowmgi article will cons|d
er ong example

mllarfdllemma
urcho En Iand
onot elieve |n fun-



CAN YQU BELIEVE THE BIBLE?

ELIEF inthe Bible remains W|despread In fact, the doctrine commission of the
even in_this modern world. For in- Church of England recently made head-
stance, in a recent Gallup survey of lines when it recommended repudiating
Amerlcans 80 percent expressed helief thathe teaching of hellfire altogether. Dr. Tom
the Bjble is the inspir 0 Word of GodWright, dean of Lichfield Cathedral, states
Whetner the percentage IS s h|gh nyour that past |magery of hell “made God info
area or not, you can understan that Such  a monster and _[eft searing psycholo |ca
believers expect to etau ht the B Pe N scars on many.” The commissjon’sreport de-
church. Butotente are ot Tae OreX-  scribes heII Xs “otal non-bein |m|ar

ample, the do%trme of punishment of the |y the New C atﬁ éhc Enc clglpema notes

soUl after deat i arding the Catholtc iew: heology
ls eﬂherg ato oraﬁery heIItauM aya 8roac hes the problem ofhellfrom the
wher%| T Bifle? ax man % ang\ f separation from God.
r|?1en o e % ctuaII whatthe B|bleteachesaboutthe
ew a holic ”CC |asta es. INMNE gy con tswn the teachings of purgato-
'”ta anasy% '& t C foc “”% %”g”rd dy e |reTeB|bIeoftenspeasothe
S P Renart ra O Tirects ea}folslogs TEeskouI th8a}1 |ssmn|ng—h|t
SH UG RO e eI el wil i (el 1 b o e

N [ew Ttestament] We 240 not fing hell fire to King James an
be apart of the primitive preaching.” *National Public Radio— “Morning Edition™
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Accordrnr%; bo the Brble the d ead are uncon-
sclous, unapl ﬁa The rvrn? are
conscroust att eyw die: but as 1o the
g/ are conscrous of not rn% at all
h Iesra tes 95) The, %et at the Bible
I soutforthe dead is that of a future res-
urrection. Wh en Jesus frren Lazarus died,
Jesus comaare deat hoseep Laza}rus SIS-
terMart eeresse tehopetau trnthe
Bible when she declared: now he will
rise.in the resurriectron ont e ast da ”B
raisin Lazarus rom the Jesus ¢
%mle that h oRe for mankrnd—John 528
i—lrstorrans pornt out that the teachrnq
that man possesses a separate, immorta
souf did not originate with the Bible but
wrth reek phrIosophy The Cat 0I|c
Encyc opedra observes that the ancient He-
brevis ajd not think of man as being com-
posed of a material body and an immater-
al soul. It states about the Hebrews' bellef:
“When the breath of life entered the first
man whom God formed ouf of the ground,
he became a ‘living being’ (G[eenesrs] 273
Death was not regarded ds a separation of
two distinct eIements in man as In Greek
) rosothy the reah o rfe de arts and
nan Isleft a ‘d ern evrtrc
Lumbers]66 19 13 eac caset ord

rng ? dbete ebrew [ne’ph
ten translated ‘soul’ but, in fact, vrrt IIy
equated with the person.”

That same encyclopedia notes that Cath-
olic scholars recently “have maintained that
the N[ew] T[estament] does not teach the
Immo taIt of the soul In the Hellenistic
gGreek se% It concludes: “The ultimate
oluko t0 { g Iem 15 t0 Pe found pot so
much In philosophical speculation as n the
supernatural gift of the Resurrection.”

The Bible or Tradition?
How, though, did non-Biblical rdeas make
their way mto church teaching? Many

churches Profess that the Bible |s their
hig estau horit Forrnstance not on atg
PoeJonPau | spoke of enee or
Scrr ture to be accePted bY the faithful
In the full depths of Its truth and as the
supreme rule ‘of our faith,” 1t I i%reneral
ly accepted, however, that the teachings. of
hristendom today are not identical With
those of the first-century Christians. Most
churches regard the chafges as part of the
radual deveo ment of chd]rch octrine.
oreover, the Catholic Church tak est e po-
srtron that church tradition_h as the sa e
t orrg &crrptures The New Cath-
ncyclopedia says that the church
hoIds ng truth on the basis of Scripture
alone, independently of tradition, nor on the
hasis of tradition alone, independently of
Scripture.”

Historically, churches have replaced
Scriptural teachrn s with those based only
on tradition. In fact many churches now
hold that the Bible’s teachrnﬁs are wro %
For example, the New Catholic Encyclo
dia states that it Is “obvious that many
lical statements are simply not true When
Judged accordrng to modem knowled e of
scrence and rstor%/ Speaking of the Bibli-
cal teaching that the dead are UNCoNSCIQUS
It adds: “Even In religious matters, the 0 [ldl]
Tfestament] testifies'to an imperfect know
edge of... Tife after death.” The encyclope-
did cites Psalm 6:5 (verse 6 in some Bibles)
as an example of this: “In death there is no
mentron of you; in Sheol [or, Hades] who will

laud you?” Some Protestant seminaries and
co Iegaes no Ion er teach that the Bible is
|nerr Catholic Church, on the other
hand, ereves that it possesses the R
terium, or teachrn? aut orrt)( by which it
interprets what Is Taught in the rbIe You
might wonder, though, ‘What if such in-
terpretatrons Seemm to be at odds with the
Scriptures?”
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The Importance of the Scriptures

Jesus repeatedly cited the Scrrptures as
authoritative, often prefacin % 1S ornts
sayrnq “It is written.” (Matthew 4:4, 7
Luke 19:46) Indegd, WhenJesuss oke abouf
man’s marrtal situation, he drew not upon
Greek philosophical conjecture, but upon
the Genesis account of creation. (Genesis 1
27 2:24: Matthew 19:3-9) Clearly, Jesus con
sidered the Scrrptures to be Inspired y God
and factual, In prayer to God, he said: “Your
word 13 truth.”—John 17:17.*

The Brlile ecords Jesgs cens&rre of the
religious leaders of Adrojtly Iy
set aside the commandment of God In'0 der
to retain your traditin.... Thus you make
the word of God invalid by your tradition.”
(Mark 7613) Similarly, the apostle Paul

* For further mfrerma %w ty of the

EEB\IIe%eyithhe chure arfrd/%ejlfanme ub-

atchtower ract Society of
6 THE WATCHTOWER—OCTORRR 15, 1998

The apostle Paul and others preached
in the marketplace

resisted the pressure to assimilate either
Greek. philosophy or erroneous tradjtions
into his teaching: “Look out,” he cautioned.
“Perhaps there “may be someone who will
carr ou off as his greY through the philgs-
olp nd em tey ep jon accordrn% fo the
tradition o n Colossians 2:8: I Corin-
thians 1:22 2 There were some tra-
ditions, orteachrngs hat Paul urged Chris-
tians fo maintain, but these were, based
on the ScrrPtures and were tofally in har-
mony with th Thessalonians 2:13-15)
“All' Scripture is inspired of God and benefi-
clal, raul wrote, “that the man of God may
be fully competent, completelyequrpped for
every good work."—2 Timothy 3:16, 1
Paul foresaw a drift away from the SC”@
tures He warned Timothy: “There will be
a period of time when t e?{ will not put
up with the healthful teaching, nd
the}/ will turn their ears away from the
truth.” He urged Timothy: “You, though,
keep your senses |n aII things,” (2 Timathy
43%) ut how? WW 15 0 e] noble
minde ”AGreek Iexrco defines this Bib
word as “a erIrn%rness to learn anq evalu-
ate something falrly.” Luke used this_ex-
pression to describe Paul’s listeners in first-
century Beroea. Pau’s teachings were new
to them, and they did not want to be mis-
led. Commending them, Luke Wrote “The
eroeansl1 were more_ noble-minded Ahﬁ
0se In_ Thessalonica, for they recelved the
wor wrt the greatest eagerness of mind,
careful Imexamrnrnr{r the SCriptures darlg/ as
toweertese hings wer rg
noble-minded did not Mmake t e Beroean
skeptical, disinclined to believe in anything.
Rather, the resulf of their honest Inquiry
wag\ (rthsat mani/ of them became believers.”



Jehovah's Witnesses “regard the Bible as their only source of belief and rule of conduct"

Benefits of Living by the Bible

The early Christians were noted both for
their adherence to the Bible and for their
self-sacrificing love. Today, however, many
eople have “a form of godly devotion but
are] proving false to its power.” 82 Timothy
5) _n%/ form of Christianity today that is
nof faithful to the original cannot have gen-
uine power for ?o_od in people’s lives. Could
this help to explain why, in'the greater part
of Christendom, we seé increasing violence,
immorality, family breakdown, and materi-
alism? In"some “Christian” lands, vicious
ethnic wars are carried. on even between
members of the same religion.

Has the noble-minded spirit of the Be-
roeans died out? IS there any é;ro_up of peo-
I_eb It(%day who believe in and live by the
ible?

The Encyclopedia Canadiana observes:
The work 0f Jehovah's Witnesses is the re-
vival and re-establishment of the primitive
Christianity practised by Jesus and his dis-
ciples during the first and second centuries
of our era, %eferrm to th(f_ Witnesses, the
New Catholic Encyclopedia notes: “They
r_e%ard the Bible as'their only source of bé-
liet and rule of conduct.”

No_doubt this is a major reason wtby Je-
hovah's Witnesses, around the world are
known for their spiritual prosperity, peace,
and ha Pmess. We therefore encourage our
readers to learn more about the Bible’s spir-
itually healthful teachings. Greater knowl-
edge can lead to even greater trust in the
Bible and_stronger faith in God. The eter-
nal benefits of such faith are well worth
the effort.

the watchtower— O ctober 15,1998 7



lerusalem—"the city
OF TR GREAT KING

“Do not swear ... by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. ”
—MATTHEW 5:34, 35,

FRUSALEM—its verY name. evokes  think, We donot have time to study ancient
ftrong feelings in people of different re-  histor Nevertheless accurate knowled e
||on? In fact, none of us can |Pn0r§ 0 Je{%sale g yh(Jstor has val %
thlsa eodcn smce It |s often mentioned all of us. The Bibleindicatés why In these
In the news, a ly, th our? ,many reports re- - words; “All the things that were wriften
veal that Jerusalem is riot alwas a place of  aforetime were writtén for our mstructmn
eace that throuet;h our endurance and through

This ma [%resent some Bible readersthe comfort from the Scriptures We mlg t
\IY]I'[h a pyzz mé ougnht. In the astte gve og omans 15:4) Blble owle
orten name of Jerusaem wa Saem outJ rusa em can ([;lve us comfor{— s
which means “peace.” (Genesis L zw Reo eace, 1o
762 He rews 1 2) You aa/ there Qre throughout the earth.
Wo{h ﬁﬁ,s na%e"ﬁar %ﬁ% efac 0 aéa%e%" The Place of “Jehovah’s Throne”
Wer that question. we need togo, 4 In the 11th century BCE,, Jerusalem
i T e i s e o
rsalem OF anclenit times. Bt Some My paqthe young man David anointed as king
1 2 y\/hat might puzzle some regarding Jeru-

D Ived in h
re 7can we find reliable information about Ieunppgls-leg a %Sy r% IdlH“tlﬁeveou{(/]vor PAB%?%“%%

only in that city but

erusa f

8 The Watchtower— O ctober is, 1998



over that ancient nation—Israel. With the
seat of government in Jerusalem, David and
his royal descencants came 0 occupg )
throné of the kings Cpo Jehovah,” or “Je-
hovah’s throne.”—1 Chronicles 28:5: 29:23,
5The God-feari nJg man Davrd—an Israel-
ite of the tribe of Judah—captured Jerusa-
lem from the idolatrous Jebusrtes The it
then occupred onIy a hill called Zion, but
that name became’ synonymous with Jeru-

salem itself. In time; David had the ark of

God’s covenant with Israel moved to Jerusa-
lem, where it was housed In a tent. Years
earlier God had spoken to his prophet Moses
from a cIoud above that sacred Ark. (Exo-
dus 25:1, 21 22: Leviticus 16:2: 1Chr0nrcles
15 1- 3% The]Ark sumbolrzed God’ s resence
for eova was the real King of Israel. |
a twofold sense, therefore, 1t couId be sard
thgﬁtlgﬁnovah God ruled from the city of Je-
U

6Jehovah promised David that the king-
dom of his royal house, represented by Zion
or Jerusalem, would not end. This meant
that adescen%tant of Davrdwould inherit the

%ht to rule forever as God’s Anointed One

Messiah, or Christ.* (Psalm 132: 11

14: Luke 1:31-33) The Bible also reveals that
this permanent heir to “Jehovah’s throne”
would rule over all the natrons not just Je-
rusalem.—Psalm 2:6-8: Daniel 7:13 14,

7Attempts to unseat God’s anointed one,
King David, proved futile. Instead, enemy

natrons were subdued, and the borders of

the Promised Land were extended to their
(od-designated extremity. David utilized
this sityation to promote pure worship. And
many of Davrds salms laud Jehovan as the

*The tjtl dapted H
hrew v?rorﬁ %?rd e]srslrsatt] #gma%reeksr rr])]thameaen
“Anointed O
- W at romrse drd Jehovah make concerning
gl Gt
Id"King David promote pure worship?

real King | n Zion.—2 Samuel 8:1-15: Psalm
41 3 7-10; 65:1, 2 68:1, 24, 29;
101, 2 122:1-4,
8During the reign of David’s son Solo-
mon, the” worship of Jehovah reached
new heights. Solomon extended Jerusalem
northward to include the hill Moriah (the
area of the present-day Dome of the Rock),
On this higher elevation, he was privileged
to build_a magnificent temple to Jehovah’s
praise. The ark of the covenant was pIaced
%n tgg Most Holy of that temple.—1Kings

9The nation. of IsraeI en{oyed peace as
they gave their who ehear ed support to
Jehovahs worshr centered in J erusalem
Beautifully escrrb‘rn% this situation, the
Scriptures state: “Judah and Israel were
many, like the girarns of sand that are by
the "sea for multitude, eatrng and drink-
ing and rejoicin peace itself be-

came éSoIomonsj in every reqron of his, all

around. And Judah and [sraé contrnued to
dwell In securrtx everyone under his own
vine aznld 2usnder IS own fig tree."—1 Kings

“DArchaeological findings lend support
to this account of Solom n's Prospe{ H
rer n Irfr his bi)okT e Archaeo ogx

and of Israel, Professor Yohanar Aharoni
states “The wea|th that flowed Into the roy-
al court from all directions, and the flour-
ishing commerce .. . brought about a raP 10
and noticeable revolution i every aspect of
material culture__ The change In materi-
al cylture . rs giscemnib e not only in qu
uwrtems but also especially in ceramics—

Tt quality of the pottery and Its firing i im-
proved beyond all recogriition.”

8, 9. How did trye orsh in Jerusalem expand
under the reig n L% 4 tﬁo P
be r oyt what

JBl ‘-Iow oe arc aeolo
the |§) saysa out Jerusa m when  Solomon
reigned?

THE WATCHTOWER—CCTORER 15, 1998 9



The Cityof David was on a southern ridge,
but Solomon expanded the city northward
and built the temple

signs_ of vi,gorTous international commerce

and trade.”— The House of David.

From Peace to Desolation
DThe peace and prosperity of Jerusa-
lem, the city where Jehovafi’s sanctuar
was situated, were an appropriate subject
for prayer. David wrote: “Ask, 0 %ou feo-
ple, forthe peace_of Jerusalem. Those lov-
Ing you, 0 city, will be free from care. May
peace continue within your rampart, free-
dom from care within Your dwelling towers.
For the sake of my brothers and my'compan-
lons | will now speak: ‘May there be peace
within you,” (Psalm 122_:6-8% Though Solo-
monwas privileged to build the magnificent
temple In that peaceful city, he eventually
married many pagan wives. In_his old agé,
they seduced”himInto promoting the wor-
%hl(i) of false 9ods of that da}¥. This apostas
ad a corrupting,effect on the whole nation,
robbing it and"its inhabitants of genuine
peace.—1 Klngs 11:1-8; 14:21-24,
BEarly in the_ reign of Solomon’s son Re-
hoboam,”ten tribes rebelled and formed
peor wenve e s o = (1€ NQIENEMN Kngdom of Jsrael. Because of
- o .. their idol worship, God allowed that king-
1 Similarly, Jerry M. Landay wrote: “Un-dom to be overthrown by Assyria. (1 Kings
der Solomon, Israelite’ material culture ad-  12:16-30) The_ southern two-tribe k_m%dom
vanced more in three decades than it had  of Judah continued to be centered in Jeru-
during the preceding two hundred years.  salem. But in time they too turned from
We find in Solomonic strata the remains g_ure worship, so God alfowed the Wfl ward
of monumental constructions, great cities  City o be destroyed by the Babyldnians
with massive walls, the mushrooming of In"607 B.CE. For 70 years Jewish exiles
re3|dent|al(1uarterSW|th well-built clusters  lanquished as caPtlves In_Babylon, Then,
of the dwel_ln(‘;s of the well-to-do, a quan- Dy God’s merig, heg were allowed to re-
tum jump in the technical proficiency of  tdrn {0 Jerusaiem and restore true worship.
the \R/ottfe_rdantd h|st hmanufa(_:turln process —2 Chronicles 36:15-21
es. We find, too, the remains of artefacts i in d
representing goods made in far-off places, St Ssro'ntmottre]gtir}r eeruvsvé)lresrrr]]'%3 e not

10 THE WATCHTOAMER—CCTCBER 15, 1998



UAfter 70 years of desolation, the ruined
buildings must have been overgrown with
weeds. Jerusalem’s wall was broken down,
with large gaps where gates and su_pportln%
towers oncé stood. Yet, the returnmfg} Jew
tooh h?art. The% built arbaltar oni e Site
of the former temple and began to offer dai-
ly sacrifices to Jehovah.

BThis was a promising start, buf that re-
stored Jerusalem would never again be the
capital of a klnﬁ]dom with a descendant of
ng David on tfie throne. Instead, the Jews
werd ruled by a governar apPomted by Bab-
Ylon’s conguerers and had to pay taxes to
heir Persian masters. (Nehemjan 9:34-3/)
Though In a “trampled” conditjon, Jerusa-
lem was still the one city in all the earth
specially favored by Jehovah God. (Luke 21:

) As the center of pure worship, it also
represented God’s right to exercise his sov-
ermpnty over the, earth through a descen-
dant of King David.

Opposed by False Religious Neighbors

Soon the Jews who had returnéd from
exile to Jerusalem laid the foundation of
a new temple. But nmghborm practic-
es of false religion senfa slanderous let-
ter to Persian mIq Artaxerxes, claiming
that the Jews would rebel. In turn, Arta-
Xerxes banned further bun_dm% In Jerusa-
lem. You can |maR|ne that if you had lived
In the city back then, you wodld have wop-
dered what the future would hold for it. As
It turned out, the Jews discontinued temple
construction and became engrossed in their
ownlnéaéerlal pursuits.—Ezra 4:11-24; Hag-
al 1:2-6,
: T7Some 17 years after their return, God

14, 15. How did Jerusalem regain a key role af-
tler}] Ba?jv,ylonqan exﬁe, lﬁut th w %%han%e%
F. h\// |c}t e Jews who returne ‘om ab-
on leave off their restordnég of Jerysalem?
7 18. BE/ what means did” Jehovah see to it
that Jerusalem was rebuilt?

raised up the proRhets_Haggm and Zech-
ariah to correct the thinking of his peo-
ple. Moved to repentance, the Jews took up
rebuilding the temple. Meanwhile, Darius
had become the kmfg] of Persia, He verified
King Cyrus’ order that Jerusalem’s temple
be rebutlt. Darius sent a letter to the Jews
neighhors, warnmrq them to keep their dis-
tanCe from Jerusalem’ and to provide finan-
cial support from the king’s tax so that the
E”f'fé”g work might be completed.—Ezra

BThe Jews completed the temple in the
22nd year of their return. You can appreci-
ate that this mjlestone would be something
to celebrate with (t;reat rejoicing. Yet, to a
cansiderable extent, Jerusalem and its walls
still lay in ruins. The city received need-
ed attention “in the days of Nehemiah the

overnor and Ezra the priest, the copyist.”
%Nehemlah 12:26, 21) Evidently, by thé end
of the fifth century B.CE,, Jérusalem was
comPIetelly rebuilt as a major city of the an-
cient world.

The Messiah Appears!

OLet us, though, leap. forward some cen-
turies to an event of universal importance,
the birth of Jesus Christ. Jehovah God’s an-
gel had told Jesus’ virgin mother: “Jeho-
vah God will give him“the throne of Da-
vid his father,” . . . and there will be no
end of his kingdom.” (Luke 1:32, 33) Years
|ater, Jesus gave his' famous Sermon on
the Mount. In it, he offered encourage-
ment and counse| on many subjects, For n-
stance, he urged his listeriers {0 fulfill their
vows to God” put to be careful not to In-
dulge in frivolous oath takln,g. Said Jesus:
“You heard that it was said to those of
ancient times, ‘You must not swear without

19. How djd the Messiah acknowledge the unique
status of Jerusalem?
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erformrnrg but you must pay your vows
0 Jehovah,” Howgver, | say to"you: Do not
swear at all, neither by heaven; because it
Is God’s throne: nor by earth, because it Is
the footstool of his fet: nor by Jerusal em,
because it is the city of the great Kin
(Matthew 5:33- 353 Itis noteworthy that e-
SuS acknowledge Jerusalem’s unique sta-
tus—one that Tt had engroyed for centuries.
Yes, it was “the city of the great King,” Je-
hovah God.

DNear the end of his earthly life, Je-
SuS presented himself to Jerusa em’s resi-
dents as their duIY anointed King. In re-
sponse to that thrilling event, many JoyfuIIy
cried out: “Blessed is e that comes in Je
hovah's name! Blessed is the comrng kin
dorr]n of 01qu father David!"—Mark I1:1-10;
John 1

Aln less than aweek, however, the crowds
allowed Jerusalem’s religious leaders to turn
them against Jesus. He warned that the city
of Jerusalem and the entire nation would lose
their favored status before God. (Matthew
2123, 33-45; 22:1-) For instance, Jesus de-
clared: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of

20, 21, What dra atic change Ofcurred in the
attitude of many vrng In Jerusalem?

Do You Recall?

O How did Jerusalem come to be the
place of "Jehovah's throne"?

O What significant role did Solomon
have in advancing true worship?

O How do we know that Jerusalem
ceased to be the center of Jehovah's
worship?

0O Why are we interested in learning
more about Jerusalem?
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the prophets and stoner of those sent forth
to her,—now %ftenlwanted to gather our
children toget er, the way a hen %at ers her
chicks tg% ther under h er wrn But ou
Peo ple did not want it L our ouse
s apandoned to you, (Matthew 33)
At the time of the Passover In 33 CE Je-
suso osers had him un{ustlyexecutedout-
side Jeru sa em. Nevertheless Je ovah resur-
recte his Anointed O ne an glonfred him
with |mm rtal spirit life in eavenzZron an
accomp |s men all of us can benefit from.
—Acts 2

22From that time on, most unfulfilled
Brophecres about Zion, or Jerusalem, can
e Understood as applying to heavenly ar-
rangements or to Jesus anointed followers.
% Im 4: |saiah 2:2-4: 65:17,18:
echariah 123 14 1?[ 16, 17} A nymber of
references to “Jerusalem” or “Zion” written
after Jesus death cIeary ave a frguratrve
sense and not aR tote rtera crt
or ocatron Galatia Hebrews 1

1 Peter 2:; evelatron 312 14:1: 21
Final proof that Jerusalem’ was no_longer
the city of the great Krng came in 70 CEE.
when Roman ar res desolated It, as p roPh
esredtQ/Danre and Jesus Ch rlst ‘Danre
20; LuKe 19:41-44) Nejther Bible writers nor
Jes shrmsef oretoldalaterrristoratro of
eart y erusa em fo the special favor of Je-
hovah'God that it had once enjoyed —Gala-
trans425 Hebrews 13:14.

Foregleams of Lastrn Peace

H vrng reviewed earthl Jer sale
e v dr e eaning tsant e
ity lived U 1 r

—y ossessrn or Foun atro% of Tw%nld
Peace™—durin g gmons %eaceu
reign. Yet, that was fut a foregleam of the

22. AfteF Jesus’ death, what apglrcatron have
man\yN[] enges to Jeru alem
|2 y should we stil ernterested in Jerusa-



Beace and fnros(i)ent cion to be en%oyed be precious in his eyes, There will come to
Iyo ers of God who will live on an garth be lenty ofgraln on the earth on the top
ans rmed Into a paradise.—Luke 23:43, . 0 emount Ins there will be an overflow.”
nd Psalm reflects the conditions —Psalm 72:7 -14 16.

that;t)revalleddunng King Solomonsrelgn 5. What' comfort and_hope th?se words
But that beautiful son% 1S prophetlc 0 provide for lovers of God In Jerusalem or
blessmgs for manking u dert e heave my anywhere else on garth! Youe n be among
rule of the Messiah, J esus hrist. O se who will enj%y earth W epeaceu

Esa m|sH san% Q% ays tge ng rt eMe35| nic”Kingdom 0 now
teou one will sprout, and the dhundance of (ferusca emspast an e us 10 un
H ceu t||te 00N'is N0 ore HewII stan pur ose or ma d. The

Iver gooron cryin asot e foIIow, g amf} Locus on events tgat

I%te on ndw oe er as no Iper. He too p%e tesevent and eighth deca e
will feel sorry for the lowly one and t epoor after the Jews returned from Bab onian
ong, and the”souls of the poor ones he will exﬂg This offerf comfort to all esmngté)
save. From on ression and from violence he  render acceptable worship to Jehovah Go
will redeem their soul, and their blood WI|| the Great King.

2, Wh%t ca vve learn from gondltlonsthat pre- 25, Whvshould we want to learn more about Je-
vailed w olomon reigned? rusalem’

JERUSALEM--1:SIT ‘ABOVE
“YOUR CHIEF CAUSE FOR
TEJOICING™

“Let  mytongue stick to my palate ... if 1 were not to makeJerusalem
ascend ahove my chiefcausefor PSALM 13736,

‘ lem, _let
N ERERER LI

turned to Jerusalem in 537 B.C g}{ more tha Gn %g/ ery-
that It
i gt iy R

tion had nrown up In exile, No doubt many reJOICln

ef cause for

r example, consider the priest Ezra,
(1)f \}\?:T tteltt “kz dthe psaJIm|sth Wh? sa]ng Even be?ore ﬁe FEeturne to his hgmefan(EJ
towarda ngls%ﬂgsen Clmyany WISH EXIIES have 2. Who was Ezra, and how was he blessed?
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he had zealqusly worked for the interests of
ure worship I Jerusalem. (Ezra 7:6, 10
zra was richly blessed for that. Jehovah
God moved the heart of the Persian king to
grant Ezra the privilege of leading a second
comﬂany of returning exiles to Jerusalem.
Furthermore, the kifg gave them a Iar_?e
contribution of gold and silver *to beautify
the house of Jehovah."—Ezra 7:21-27.
3Some 12 years later, there was anoth-
er Jew wha took decisive action—Nehemiah.
He served in the Persian palace at Shushan.
He had a prestigious position as cupbearer
to King Artaxerxes, hut that was not Nehe-
miah’s”“chief cause for rejoicing.” Instead,
he longed to go.and rebuifd Jerusalem. For
months Nehemiah prayed about this, and
Jehovah God blessed fim for doing so. On
learning of Nehemiah’s concern, the Persian
mg provided him with a military force and
with letters autho_rlzm(]} him to Tebuild Je-
rusalem.—Nehemiah [. _
AWithout a doubt, Ezra, Nehemiah, and
many Jews cgoperaﬁng with them proved
that” Jehovah’s worship, centered in Jeru-
salem, was more anortant than anything
else—that it was ‘above their chief cause
for re10|_cmq "that is, above any other thing
over which they might rejoice. What an en-
coyragement, Such ‘individuals are for all
foday"who view Jehovah, his worship, and
his spirit-directed organization in the same
way!'Is that true ofyou? Do you show by
T b
I icing | |
%1( worslhl Ing Jenovah Wﬂh his (ﬁe(n/catgg
people? (2 Péter 3:11) As a further encour-
agementto that end, let us consider the fine
résults of Ezra’s journey to Jerusalem.

% H%w Fld Nehegﬂah prove that Jerusalem was
Is chief concern _

4. How can we snow that tr}e WOI’ShI(P of Jehovah
is ﬁve any other cause Tor rejoicing that we
may have
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Blessings and Responsibilities

. 5The %roup of about 6,000 exiles return-
|n? with Ezra_brought contributions of
gold and silver for Jefiovah’s temple. These
amounted to some 35 million dollars at cur-
rent rates, This was about seven times more
gold and silver than the first exiles had man-
dged to bring. How thankful to Jehovah the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judah must
have been to receive all this human and ma-
terial support! But rich blessings from God
also bring responsibility. —Luke 12:48.

6Ezra soon discovered that many Jews, in-
cluding some priests and eJders, had qver-
stepped God’s Law by marrying pagan wives.
(Deuteronom%/ 1:3 4YRightly, he wasvery dis-
tressed over this violation of God’s Law cov-
enant, “As soon as | heard of this thing |
ripped apart mﬁgarm_ent and my sleeveless
coat, ... and | képt _sﬂth stunned.” (Ezra
9:3) Then, with anxious [sraelites ?resent,
Ezfa Poured out his heart in prayer to Jeho-
vah. In the hearing of all, Ezra feviewed Is-
rael’s past disobedience and God’s warning
ofwhat would happen if they married the pa-
gan inhabitants of the land. He concluged:
0 Jehovah the God of Israel, you are righ-
teous, because we have been I¢ft over as an
escaped people as at this day. Here we are be-
fore you in our quiltiness, for it is impossible
t90 ﬂarfg before you onaccount of this."—Ezra

. TEzra used the expression “we.” Yes, he
included himself, though he was not person-
all guntY. Ezra’s deep distress along with
his humble prayer touched the hearts of the
people and motivated them to works befit-

b, Wgat rich blessings, came to the inhabitants
of Judah in the days of Ezra?

. t did Ezra discover in his homeland, and
how d|th1]e trt];act? did E Cin deal
. () What fine, example did Ezrg set.jn deal-
mg( \}vjth wro,ngéjoing? p(l% How dﬁ% guillty ones
react In Ezra’s day?

—~



Jerusalem, not his prestigious
job at Shushan, was of chief
concern to Nehemiah

ting repentange. They volun-
tee?ed % Bamful rem%d —all
who Nad Violated God’s Law
would send. the forelgn WIves
back to their homelands, along
with children horn to them:
Ezra agreed to this measure

and encouraged the gunty
ones. to c_ompIY. With the au-
thority Invested in_him b

the Persian kmg, Ezra ha

the right to exetute all law-
?reakers or to banish_the
rom Jerusalem and Judan.
Ezra 7:12, 26) But it appears
that he did riot have fo take
such action, “All the congre-
gation” said: “Exactly accrd-

ing to your word it devolves

ypon us to do,” Furthermore,

f er confessed: “We have re-

belled to a great extent in this

matter.” (Ezra 10:11-13) Ezra

chapter 10 lists the names of

111 men who followed through on the de-
cision by sending away their foreign wives
and the “children’born to them.

vid of the tribe of Judah. Some 12 years lat-
er, this vital matter was again given atten-

8  This action was in the interests not onlytion when “the seed of Israel proceeded to

of Israel but also of all mankind. If pothing

ad been done to correct matters, the Isra-
elites could have been assimilated Into the
surroundmp nﬁnons. In that case th% line
of descent to the Promised Seed for hless-
mgz all mankind would have heen contami-
nated. _1(Gene3|s 3:15; 22:18) It would have
been difficult to establish the identity of the
Promised Seed as a descendant of King Da-

. Why was the drastic action_ of sending awa
?orelgnywwestln thea}nterests of all manEM? y

separate themselves from all the foreign-
ers.”—Nehemiah 9:1, 2; 10:29, 30.

9 What can Jehovah’s gresent-day_ ser-
vants learn from this account? Well, Chfis-
tians are not under the Law covenant. (2 Co-
rinthians 3:14) Instead, they qbey “the
law of the Christ.” (Galatjans 6:2’) hus, a
Christian married to an unbeliever complies
with Paul’s counsel: “If any brother” has

9, What good counsel does the Bible give to
Chrlstlansgw?]o are married to unbelleverg?
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an unbelieving wife, and yet she is a?ree
able 1o dwelll with_him, let him not Yeave

" (1 Corinthians 712) Moreover, Chris-
lrans marrred to unbelrevers are Scrrgtural

Iged owor at makrn a success of
{ err arriage ﬁlPeter ZjO?edrenceto
b IS fine counse hz?s often résulted In the

essrng that unbe |evrnq marrraue mates
have had achangeo %ar towar ewor
ship. Some nave even ecome farthu
tizéd Christians.—1 Corinthians 7:16,

]QYet the case of the Iéraelrtes who sent
heir foreign wives war{ 0es provide a mg
esson for “sin eC ristians. These shoul
not start courting members of th eopB ﬁrte
rw 0.4re un %eve{fs Avoiding such a
relationship may e dirficult, even parnful
hut it 1s the best course in qrder for ong to
1ave God’s contrnued blessing. Christians
icommane Do not hecome unevenl
r{oe with unbelievers.” (2 Corinthians 6:

n srng e Christian esrrrng mayriage

sh ou lan“on marryin ggenurne fellow
believe —1Corrnthrans

1Lin manY other ways 100, Christians haye
made adjustments when it has been brou?ht
to their attention that they are neadin
In an unscrrPtural direction. (Galatians 6:1
From time [o time, this gournal has |den-
trfred Unscri turaI conduct that would dis-
uar a person from remaining a part of
% %rganrza lon. In 1973, for examPIe
ehova lPeoaﬁ)e came to understand

y that_dr use and the use of tobacco
are serius srns To pursue a Tgo ycourse
We musr fleanse urselves of ever efile:
ment of flesh and spirit.” ? nt |ani
[:1) Quite anumber t ok suC B e counse
to. heart: theg were willing to suffer Initial
withdrawal Symptoms in order to remain

H What Jesson can Chrrstraﬂs Ie?rn from the
1 lysraelrte men who sent their foreign wives

1& |ke the Israelite men, how , may we be test-
as to our cause for rejoicing?
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part of God’s clean people. Clear Scriptur-
al direction has also been given regarding
sexual matters, dress, grooming, and the
wise choice of employment, entertainment,
and music, Whatever Scriptural principles
are brought to our attention, may we prove
ready “t0 be readjusted,” like the 111 Tsra-
elite"men. (2 Corinthians 13:11) This will
show that the rrvrle%e of Worshrprng Jeho-
vah in association with his holy people ‘as-
cends above our chief cause for rejorcrng
After reportrn% the episode mvolvrng

the foreign wives, the Bible does not tell us
what ha pened In Jerusalem for the next 12
years. No doubt, Israel’s neighbors became
more hostile because of the cancellatron of
many marriage alliances. In 455 B.CE. N
hemiah arrived in Jerusalem with a mrIr
tary escort. He had been appointed gover-

12. What happened in 455 B.CE.?



Like Nehemiah, we need to pray for
Jehovah's guidance and for strength
to continue in our all-important
preaching assignment

%foxw nt up against it, he would certain-

Oy ak own their wall of sLones knstead

f rep ylrlqu to these remar Nehemjah

prayed. ear 00ur God, for we have he-

co e an object of contempt; and make their

reproach return upon their own head.” (Ne-

hemigh 4:2-4 Contmuousl Nehemiah set

this fine exa {)e of rella ce on Jehovah!
—Nehemiah

UTo fulfi]l the|r |m ortant reaching as-

s|9nment Jehovahs itnesses, today “also

on God. osers try to hinder this

Wor moc |g ometlmes Individuals

mterese In th ngdom message give

up because they canndt endure the ridi-

cule. Ifr|d|cuefa|s oéﬁposers maX get n-

?ry nd resort to threats of V|olec This

s ‘what the bmlders of Jerusalem’s waIIs

nor of Judah and had brought letters from ~ £% ﬁ{l'ggtceeg ﬁg%eé\'de ﬁm'grmfd”ﬁ]eg tﬂ, b

the city.—Nehemiah 2:9, 107 5:14 iﬂew faith b;( sJayHng th% not beta?raédtﬁn

Opposition From Envious Nelghbors e O ko hvB e 2

ear-inspiring One keep In your m|n *and

False rellgn?gssncg%hﬁ)grs oglrr)oggd thefl ht forp gou?brotherspy0u¥ s0ns and n¥our

urpose for Nenhe
grs?hreatene y ask ng s|t% ainst —u%hteenrna VUL, WIves and your ho

the king that you are rebel Win
faith I Jehovah, Nehemiah rg it "Tha As In the d 5 of Nehemiah, Jeho-
God of the heavens IS the Ong that WI|| Va}]‘BS Witnesses ave been well equi

to continue their spiritual buil |n E\ﬁ)r
grant ug syccess, and we ourselves, is Ser- o <’ of flarce Spposition. “Th e alt

vants, shall get up, and we must build: but ful And discreet

slave” has provided

o yourselves have no share, nor just claim, strengthenlng splrltual food, Pihich eneﬁ)fes

or memorial in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 2 od’s eto e ro uct|ve evenw ere

%gm%o)eX!m‘*QJenﬁ’Séhseé() twehvha'he g, e % (s tamed, o ke b
|

b?e Jeuis-doing? Will they ””é’t‘ & Stones resu Jehova as contmu to bléss his

to life out of the heaps of dusty rubbish? 14 How (yd Nehemiah han le the threat
ene |oI ce? (b) How have Jehovah's Wit-

eena ocnt e with thelr spirit
ne.ghbé‘%t@EBFa”yd%nda‘hohedfdﬁhéh@%ﬁﬁhr?éagc'?“ ng wor esp|telplejrceN hpposft" 9' |u
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eople with increase throughout the earth.
DA 6022 ’

Internal Problems
BAs the rebdtuldmuNo[ Jerusale 'S Wﬁ”
progressed an all higher,
wor hecame more |ff|cu] hatwaswhen
a 5uroblem came to [ight that threatened the

int of the stru?g rTtggjbunders Because of

od shortage ews were findin
iard to rogn e food for their famhesgé
to Ray their taxes to the P rslan overn
ment Wealthler Jews lent them oo aHd
money. ntrarey to God’s Law, however, t
poqQrér Israellt s had to Ieag e their Ianus
and ch| dren as security that they would
Bay back the money with interest. (xodus
225 Levmcus 25:35-37: Nehemiah 4:6,10:
& ow the creditors were threatenm%
to take over their lands and force them t
s[ecethsglr gthtldren as sIavesmateeheatméat was
ni |
t|tuJ]e %e (? qmc(h\f %ensure Jelh h
continued plessin ?n the work of re Ul|d
mqﬁJeArusa etms i and
“A qreat asse S arran an
emlg ceargnh %e(\fv the wea ?uer Is-
raelites that what they had done displeased

Wha |n ernal rblem threate d the spir-
|t70f tb de eusa nle P
e emla do 0 sure Jehovah’

contlne ssm ,0 the mg work, an

with what outcom

Do You Recall?

O How did Ezra and others rejoice
over Jerusalem?

O What errors did Ezra and Nehemiah
help many Jews correct?

O What lessons can you take from
the accounts involving Ezra and
Nehemiah?
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Jehovah. Then he appealed to, the ?unty
ones, mcIudtnq some of the nests 0 rg-
turn all the interest ther)]/ hag tak en and to
return the lands the ad |Ilega ly taken
from those who could not afford to” pay in-
terest. Commendably, the guilty ones Said:
“We shall make restoration; an from them
we shall ask nothing back, We shall do pre-
cisely as you are saying.” These were not
idle words for the Bihl& reports that “the
Reo ple proceeded to do according to [Ne-

emiah s% word.” And all the congregation
praised Jehovah.—Nehemiah 5:7-

BWhat about our day? Rather than, be
exEImtatwe Jehovah's Witnesses are wide-
y known for their generous attitude toward
fellow believers and others who have been
struck by adversity. As in Nehemiah's day,
this has Tesulted_in many grateful expres-
sions of praise to Jehovah. At the same time,
however “the faithful and discreet slave”
has found it necessary to glve Scriptural
counsel on business matters and onthe need
to avqid the greedy exploitation of others. In
certain couritries 1t IS common to ask for an
exorbitant bride-price, but the Bible plain-
ly warns that greedy persons.and extortion-
ers will nat inherit” God’s Kingdom. (1 Co-
rinthians 6:9,10) The good response of most
Christians to such counsel Is reminiscent of
how those Jews saw the sinfulness of ex-
ploiting their poorer brothers.

Jerusalem s Wall Completed
]9Des£)|te all the O’EpOSItlon Jerusalem’s
wa was completed n'52 days. What effect
did this ave on |ae opposers Nehemial
said: “As soon as all our enemies heard of it
and all the nations that were around us got

é8 For &hat attltude have Jehovah’s Witnesses

ecome
19, 20. thaﬁ e]fect did the. completion of

s wall have o Ious. 0pposers?
é?rﬁéﬁég& Ythr%% yha re dg Rovah% Witnesses ex-



to see it, they at once fell very much in their
own eyes, arid they got to kriow that it was

from our God that this work had been done.”

—Nehemiah 6:16.

D Today, enemy opposition to God’s work 1an

continues. in'various ways and places. How-

ever, millions of people have seen the futil-

ity of opposing Jehovah’s Witnesses. For in-
stance, consider R_ast attempts o pring an
end to the preaching work In Nazi Gefma-
Q/ Eastern Europe, -and many countries of

frica. All such attempts have failed, and
many people now acknowledge that ‘it is

from God that Qur work s bemg done.’
Whatar%war this has been to f%n ful olo-
timers w omad? Jehovtah’s worship. -ascend
?boaxselthelrchle cause for rejoicing’in such
4 Inthe next article, we wil) review im-
portant events that led u,g to the joyful in-
au,ﬁurfltmn of Jerusalem’s rebuilt"wall. We
will also consider how the completion of a
far grander city for the benefit of all man-
Kind" draws near.

Zhl. What siﬁnifgcant events will be considered in
the next article”

A Jerusalem true

TO ITS NAME

“Bejoyfulforever in what | am creating. For here | am creatin?ferusalem a

causefor

ASA keen student of God’s Word, the
/A Jewish priest Ezra cherished the
X J1connection that Jerusalem once had
with Jehovah’s pure worship, (Deuterono-
my 12:5; Ezra 7:27) His love for God’s city
is Tevealed in the portion of the Bible that
he was Inspired o write—First and Second
Chronicles and Ezra. In these historical rec-
ords, the name Jerusalem is found nearly a
uarter of the over 800 times it appears in
the entire Bible.

2 In Biblical Hebrew, “Jerusalem” can be that Is, “Possession

understood as being in a form of the He-
brew language called the dual. The dual is

1. How did Ezra feel about God’s chosen city?
2, What Erogpetm meanin cap wg see In’the
significance 0f the name Jerusalem’

joy

mqst often used for objects that come in
Pajrs, such as eyes, ears, hands, and feet. In
his dual form,the name Jerusalem can he
viewed as prophetic of a peace that God’s
people. would experience in a twofold sense
—spmtuall)r and physically, The Scriptures
donot reveal whether Ezra fully understood
this. As a priest, though, he did his best to
help the Jews to enaoy peace with God. And
he certfunly worked hard so that Jerusalem
would live Up to the meaning of its name,
s ior, Foundation] of Two-

fold Peace.”—Ezra 7:6.
3 The Bible does not state where Ezra
ars.pass before we are again in-

3. How many ye
trocmced to M act|vg_t|es of Ezra, and |ﬂ what
circumstances do we find him?
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was during the 12 years that mterven%d be-
tween his visit to"Jerusalem and Nehemi-
an’s arrival 1n the city. The poor spiritu-
aI condrtron of the nation during that trme
dgestst at Ezra was fabsent et, we find
servmd darnasa ithful priest in Je-
rggalelm just arter the city’s wall had been
uilt

AWonderful Assembly Day
4The wall of Jerusalem ¥vas frnrshed hust
mtrme ort ermRortant stival mont
Tishri, the seventn month on srae 'S rell-
grous calendar. The first day of Tishrj was a
ecial new moon feast called Festival of
rumpet Blast. On that day, priests blew
on trumpets while sacrrfrces were offered
to Jehovah (Numbers 91 hrs da
gre/gare the Israglites orf a}nua
tonement on the 10th of Tishri and th
{oy ul Festival of Ingatherrnr{r from the 15th
0'the 21st of the same month,
50n “the first day of the seventh month
“all the people” gathered likely being e
couraged to dos“}/ Tmra and zra
Men, women, and “afl intelligent enouPh to
listen” were included. Thus, young chifdren

\!r/hat was si nrfrﬁant about the first day of Is-
rae

seventh

Z Ezr ehemrah Htake %od
gf Irst the sevent

Why t e Isra |tes weep?

In Our Next Issue
How to Solve Problems Peacefully
Will Your Work Withstand the Fire?

"God Loves a Cheerful Giver"
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were present and were atte trve Whrle Fzra
stoo onaﬁo um ang rea the aw rom
break till \dda (Nehemi ?
ular Interva kevrtes e e te
[%Eetou erstan atwasber
move t e srae |t%s t0 tears ast
lize ﬁrs hort t % dan thelr fore-
fat ers h en from obedience to God’s
Law—Nehemrah
6But thrs was not the tim for modrn]fu(!
weeping. It wa afestrva an the m)
ust co ete the work of reh Hg
usaem Nehemra there re (Joe
them to_ et mtothe right f rameo min %

saying: “Go, eat the fat t Ings. and drin
the sweet thrngs an ortrons tgte

e

0 not eeI
for th eh ova |s ourstrong-

hoId”’Obe Ie the people went awd
{0 earatr?ndo(?r rg nh raenadta toeselréd;)n LF orthoens ﬁ g
Enders% tgword J ﬁ beenyma%
nown to them.”—Ne emrah8 10-12
7God’s people today can learn much from
this account. Tgose grrvl g% H rts
?tmeetmgs an a blies s the
orergorng In - mind. |n add |t|on to rvrd
g orrective counsel that IS sometrme%nec
essary, such occasions high dhtte ene-
fits and blessings that come rom meetm%
Godsre urrements Co m ndation IS
for na orks perf orme enc?urﬁe ent
toen ure 1s ovr ed Go 'S people shauld go
from suic swrt o¥ofh%art

ec use oft mstr clio

ve r%cerve fr m Go Word —He re

Another Joyful Gatherr,n?
80n the second ddy of that special month,

t can thlsnfenvfsl arn from wh,at Ne-

to stop, t rom weepin
lal meetin toor\% p? 8n the

a s e
séco esvent resultm in
what %{ods peop J



“the heads of the fathers of all the people,
the priests and the Levites, gathered them-
selves together to Ezra the coPylst, even to
rg};am_mm ht into the words of the law.” (Ne-

emiah 8:13) Ezra was well qualified to con-
duct this meeting
his heart to consult the law of Jehova
to do it and to teach in Israel requlation and
Lustlc,e.” (Ezra 7:10) No doubt, this meetin
(|jgh||ghted areas where God’s rr])eople need-
ed'to conform more closely to the Law cove-
nant. Of immediate concern was the need to
make proper preparations to celebrate the
upcoming Festival of Booths. _

9This week-long festival was held in the
correct way, with all the people dwelling in
temporary shelters made from the brarich-
es and leaves of various trees. The people
erected these booths on their flat roofs, in
their courtyards, in the temple courtyards,
and in the public squares of Jerusalem. (Ne-
hemiah 8:15, 16) What a fine opportunity
this was to con regate the people and read
to them from God’s Law! (Compare Deu-
teronomy 31;10-13.) This was done each day
“from the first day until the last day” of
the festival, resulting in “very great réjoic-
ing” on the part of God’s peoplé.—Nehemi-
ah 8:17, 18.

We Should Not Neglect God’s House

DThere is a proper time and place to cor-
rect serious deficiencies among God’s peo-
ple, Apparently realizing that this was such
a time, Ezra dnd Nehemiah arranged for a
day of fasting on the 24th of the month of
Tishri. Again” God’s Law was read, and the
People made confession of their sins. Then
the Levites reviewed God’s merciful deal-
ings with his wayward people, made beau-

0. Why was a special gathering arranged on
t]he 24thyday of thg seven(I]h mon% .

since he “had pregaret{jj
an

tiful exPressmns of praise to Jehovah, and
contracted “a trustworthy arrangement”
attested by the seal of their princes, Le-
vites, and priests.—Nehemiah 9:1-38.

1 The peogle In general took an oath to
carry out the written “trustworthr ar-
ranqement.”They would “walk in the law of
the True God.” And they agreed not to enter
into marriage alliances with “the peoples of
the land.” £iNehemmh 10:28-30) Moreover,
the Jews bound themselves to observe the
Sabbath, to make an annual financial con-
tribution in suRport of true worship, to sup-
Ply wood for the altar of sacrifice, to give
he firstborn of their flocks and herds for
sacrifices, and to bring the firstfruits of
their land to the dmmg halls of the temple.
CIearI¥, they were determined ‘ot to ne-
%etg:% 3%e house of their God.'—Nehemiah

DToday, Jehovah’s.people must be care-
ful not to neglect their privilege of ‘render-
ing sacred sérvice” in the couftyards of Je-
hovah's great spiritual temple. f(Revelatlon
7:152 This involves reqular heartfelt prayers
for the advancement of Jehovah’s worship.
Living in harmony with such prayers, re-
quires preparation. for Christian, meetings
and participation in them, sharing in dr-
rangements to preach the good news, and
helping interested qnes by returning and,
if possible, conducting Bible studies with
them. Many who dg ot want to_ne[qlect
God’s house make financial contribufjons
toward the reachm? work and the mainte-
nance of places of frue worship. We ma
also be able to give our support to the build-
mg| of urgently needed meeting places as
well as t0 keep them clean and tidy. An

11 T%_wga “trus}worthy arrangement” did the
Jews bina themselves? _

%2. Wha(s is involved in not neglecting God’s
ouse today?
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important way to show love for God’s SPIr-
itual house is to work for the Reace of fellow
believers and to assist any who are in need
of material or spiritual help.—Matthew 24:
14: 28:19, 20; Hebrews 13:15, 16.

A Joyful Inauguration

. BThe “trustivorthy arrangement” sealed
in Nehemiah's day prepared God's ancient
people for the dag of the Inauguration of Je-
rusalem’s wall. But another Urgent matter
still needed attention. Now enclosed bg a
large wall with 12 gates, Jerusalem needled
a larger population, Though some Israelites
lived"there, “the city was wide and great,
and there were few Reople inside 1t.” (Nehe-
miah 7:4) To solve this problem, the people
“cast lots to bring in one out of every ten to
dwell in Jerusalem the holy city.” The will-
Ing response to this arrangeément moved the
Peo le to bless “all the men who volunteered
0 awell in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 111, 2)
What a fine example for true worshipers
today whose circumstances allow them to
mové to where there is a greater need for
mature Christian help!

Uimportant preparations soon began for
the [qreqt day of the. inauguration”of Je-
rusalem’s wall. Musicians and singers were
9athered from the surrounding “cities of

udah. These were formed into two Iar%e
thanksgiving choirs, each to be followed
a procéssion. (Nehemiah 12:27-31, 36, 3
The choirs an Processmns started from a
point on the wall farthest from the temﬁle
probably from the Valley Gate, and marched
In_opposite directions” until they mef at

0d’s house. “They proceeded to sacrifice
on that day great Sacrifices and to rejoice,

23. What urgent matter Ef uired attention be-
o}qe JF.rusae swa(ﬂ coul elgaugurated, and
vlv4 a\tNmet Fe]xampleOI id Than%lset'fth _

. appened on the day of the inaugura-
tion opﬁerusgﬁem’s wgll? Y J
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for the true God himself caused them to re-
{ome with great joy. And also the women and
he children themselves rejoiced, sothat the
rejoicing of Jerusalem could be heard far
awg.”—N.ehemlah 12:43, .
. BThe Bible does not give the date of this
Lo_yful_ celebration. Undoubtedly, it was a

ighlight, if not the climax, of Jerusalem’s
restoration. Of course, much butlding work
needed to be done inside the city. In time
Jerusalem’s citizens lost their fine splrltu_al
standing. For example, when Nehemiah vis-
ited thé city for a second time, he found
that God’s house was again being neglected
and that the Israelites Were again marryin
agan women. (Nehemiah 13:6-11, 15, 2

hese same bad conditions are confirmed in
the wrltlngs of the proPhet Malachi. (Mala-
chi 16-8; Z:11 3:8) So the dedication of Je-
rusalem’s wall was not a cause for perma-
nent joy.

A Cause for Everlasting Joy
. BToday, Jehovah’s people long for the
time when God will triumph over all his
enemies, This will start with the_destruc-
tion of “Babylon the Great"—a fl?uranv_e
city that embraces all forms of false reli-
?lon. (Revelation 18:2, 8) The destruction of
alse religion will mark the first phase of
the coming %reat tribulation. (Matthew 24:
21,22) Ahéad of us too is a truly momentous
event—the heave_nlg marriage of the Lord
Jesus Christ to his bride of 144,000 citizen

of “New Jerusalem.” (Revelation 19:7; 21:2

We cannot say exactly when that climactic
unionwill be comPIeted, but it certainly will
be a joyous event—See The Watchtower,
August’15,1990, pages 30-1.

15. Why was the dedication of Jerusalem’s wall
not a cause for permanent joy?

16. What c(!|mgct|c events aré God’s people look-
ing forward to’



Likely extent of Jerusalem's wall at the time of the city's destruction and when Nehemiah
took the lead in the rebuilding of the wall

T We do know that the completion of New appointment. This is because all itg citizens
Jerusalem is very near. (Mattnew 24:3 7-14.  are spirit-anointed, tested, and refined fol-
Revelation 12:12) Unlike the earthly city of  owers of Jesus Christ. Upon their faithful-
Jerusalem, it will never be a cause”for dis-  ness to death, each one will have proved to

- be everlastingly loyal to the Universal Sov-
R et foyse know about the completon of gy Jehoveh God, That has significant
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meaning for the rest of mankind—the liv-
Ing and'the dead!

Consider what will haP_pen when New
Jerusalem turns its attention to humans
who exercise faith In Jesus’ ransom sacfi-
fice. “|.00 !_wr_ohe the aﬁostle ﬂhn._The
tent of God is with manking. and he will re-
side with them, and they wil| be his peoples.
And God himself will be with them. And he
will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and
death will be no more, nejther will'mourn-
mg nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The
ormer thipgs ﬁve assed away,” (Revela-
tion 21:2-4) Further orﬁ, God will Use this
m%yll e?r angement t? Ift manking to hu-
mdn perfection. (Revelation 22:1, 2) What
wonderful reasons these are to ‘exult and be
joytul forever in what God is now creating’
—Isaiah 65:18.

BHqwever, re%entant humans do not have
to wait uptil then fo receive h?]lp from
God. In the y%ar 1919, Jehqvan sfart-
ed to gather the _final members of the
144,000"Into a spiriual paradise, where the
frutts of God’s Spirit—such as love, joy, and
peace—abound. (Galatians 5:22, 23) An out-
standing feature of this spiritual paradise

W Zshould we ‘exult and be joyful foreyer™?
CWHAES the Spiritual {into whict
iémYthFans'ﬁave%é 0 gathereds - o

Do You Recall?

O What was accomplished when Ne-
hemiah assembled the people in Je-
rusalem?

O What did ancient Jews have to do
so as not to neglect the house of
God, and what are we called upon
to do?

O How is "Jerusalem" involved in
bringing about lasting joy and
peace?
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has been the faith of its anginted inhab-
Itants, who have been wonderfully prodyc-
tive In spearheading the preaching of the
ﬁood news of God’s Kingdam In alf the in-
abited earth, (Matthew 21:43; 24:14g As
a result, nearly six million “other sheep,”
who have an earthly ho,?e, have also been al-
lowed to enter the Spiritual paradise and en-
joy F_r,oducnve work. (John 10:16) They have
qualified for this by dedicating, themselves
to Jehovah God on’the basis of their faith
In the ransom sacrifice of his Son, Jesus
Christ. Their association with the prospec-
tive members of New Jerusalem has indeed
proved to be a blessing, Thus, by his deal-
Ings with anointed Christians, Jéhovah has
laid a firm foundation, for “a new earth
—a sqciety of God-fearing humans who will
inherit the earthly realm of the heavenly
Kingdom.—Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13.

The peaceful conditions now enjoyed by
Jehovaf’s peoBIe In their spiritual para-
dise will soon be experienced In a physical

aradise on earth. That will ha R n When

ew Jerusalem descends out of heaven to
bless mankind. In a twofold way, God’s rpeo-
ple will enjoy the peaceful conditions prom-
ised at Isaiah 65:21-25. As Jehovah’s unit-
ed worshipers In the spiritual paradise, the
anointed ones yet to take thejr ﬁlace in the
heavenly New “Jerusalem and those of the
“other Sheep” are now experiencing God-
given peace. And such peace will extend
into the physical Paradise, when ‘God’s will
takes place i all the earth, even as J’t does
In heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) Yes, Go sqo-
rious heavenly city will prove true to the
nam? grusal m_as the solid Fqund_?tmn of
Twofold Peace.’ For all e,ternlt,g(, It will stana
as a pr |seworth3/ credit to Its Gr_%nd Cre-
aor, Jenovah God, and to its Bridegroom

King, Jesus Christ.

20. Haw will Ngw Jerusalem live up to the mean-
ing of Its name"
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IN 19B9, JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN POLAND

were grantec”galrecognition as a religious organiza-
tion. Witnesses who had been incarcerated for their
Christian neutrality were gradually released, leaving
behind in prison many inmates who longed to learn more
about the Bible from them. Here is an account of how at
one such prison, Jehovah's Witnesses endeavor to help
those who once had hearts of stone to respond to the
power of God's Word.

Wroclaw, about 25 miles away, who has been
ear-0l authorized to visit the prison in Wolow. “It
tentjary where some of Poland’s. worst  took many long discussions with prison of-
crimina ? are kept. Since the official recog- ficials for them'to be convinced that our 're-
nition of their work, Jehoyah’s Witnessés ligious services’ are beneficial for the pris-
have endeavored t0 brmg the Km?dom ood  oners.”
news to the inmates there, and they do o

With great enthusiasm. _
What paved the iy, was g letter issued  Systed that the convicts were merely using
%0 the religious services as a pretext for mate-

Pg gl]le '\{Iilsmﬁt%r%fc%grss“i:ﬁ IFr>]o|I:elenbdruarrpw/ellge
tor advﬁse(?th al they should “catie no d||!- rial gains.” But when three once dangerous

N WOLOW, a town of 12,000 in south-
western Poland, Is a ZOO-F}/ %r-old peni-
h

To complicate matters, recalls Czeslaw’s
partner Pawel, “a high-ranking officer In-

ficulties” for any Inmates who wanted to re-
celve Watch Tower Rubhcatmns or to meet
with Jehovah’s Withesses. The Witnesses,
somﬁhavm lsp nt long years JnW low pris-
O e i Farceneg o
. However, v

t)qess their ef?orts t(Y let Bible trutnw

the stony hearts of other inmates.

Getting the Work Started
“It was d|ff|%ult to get the gro%ram start-
ed,” says Brother Cz&slaw fromthe city of

soften

criminals presented themselves for baptism
in 1991, the prison authorities changed their
attitude, and cooperation improved.
“We started by witnessing to the convicts,
to their families who came:to visit them in
ersgn, as el as to the penitentiary person-
el,” explains Czeslaw. “Then we were al-
lowed to preach the good news from. ward
to ward, a most unysual exception. Finally,
when we found the first interested ones, we
were given access to a small hall in which
to coniduct Bible studies and hold Christian
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meetings.” Yes, Jehovah opened the way to
the stony hearts of prisoners.

Effective Educational Pro?ram
That little hall soon Broved 0 be too
small. Since both the baptized prison-
ers and the brothers coming from outside
shared in the preaching work, as many as
50 convicts started to at-

tend the meetings. “For

over three years, we held

all the méetings there,

and the prisoners attend-

ed the weekly meetings reqularly,” explains
one of the local elders. So'in May 1995 they
were given the use of a larger Hall.

How do the responsible brothers deter-
ming who can come to the meetings hel
In the prison? “We have  list of prisoners
showing sincere interest in the truth,” ex-
plain Brothers Czeslaw and Zdzislaw. “If a
convict does, not make progress or misses
meetings without good reason, thus indj-
cating & lack of appreciation for such_provi-
signs, we scratch his, name from the list and
Inform the prison director.

During their Bible studies, the brothers
also teach the prisoners how to preBare_ well
for the meetings and how to yse our litera-
ture effectively. Thus, when inmates come
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to the meetings, they are well prepared and
they parhcwate freeIP{. The ?lve upbuild-
Ing” comments, use their Bibles skillfully,
and apply the counsel to themselves, oftén
including in their comments observations
like, ‘I sée | must do this or that.
. “In all, 20 Bible_studies are conducted
in Wolow Prlson. Elght of them are con-
ducted by three prisoner publishers,”_says
the secretary of the congreqatlon. They
have had good results also while preaching
from ward to ward and during their walks
Inthe prison compound. For example, in ten
months, from September 1993
to June 1994, they distribut-
ed 235 hooks, almost 300 bro-
chures, and 1,700 magazines.
Recently, two, of the prison of-
ficials dsked for Bible studies.

Specjal. Assemblies
P Earlng foy

In time, another element
was added to the education-
al program in that prison,
namely, special assemblies.
- Trave m? overseers and other
ualified brothers would Present in the pris-
ngym the principal parts of circuit assem-
bly'and one-day special assembly Programs.
The first sEemaI_assemny was field in Octo-
ber 1993, Fifty inmates attended, and “en-
tire families, “including women and little
children, have come {rom Wr?claw,” report-

ed the newsgaper Slowo Polskie, for a to-
e of 139. The Intermission In

g
0

tal attendan
the assembly program afforded opportuni-
ty foramea pre%are,d by the sisters, as well
as time for fine Christian association.
Seven other special assemblies have been
held since then, and the benefits have
reached not only those in the prison but also
those on the odtside. When a Witness sis-
ter called on a former Wolow prisoner now



"BIG CHILD" PROBLEM

"After being in prison for some time, an in-
mate often loses sense of what it means to live
in freedom, or on one's own," the Witness-
es working in Wofow penitentiary observe.
"What we have is essentially a 'big child'
problem, a person who on being released from
prison does not know how to care for himself.

living_in town, he was rather negatrve at
first. "But when he Was to d that a certain
Brrsoner had 8%0 Witness, the man
urst out In dispelief: That urderer is
now a W rLess? As a result, the man ac-
cepted a Bible study.

Marvelous Transformation Effected
Has this Iarge -scale eduﬁatronal Prot]rram
reaII softened the stony hearts of prison-
ers? Let them tell their stories.

“I have never known my parents because
they abandoned me wher | waﬁ smal(, and
cameto 155 mogt painf Ilg e feeling of
ern loved,” confes esZ Z1%la aman re
lect ebP/ nature. “Earl |n my |e
Invo ved ncrrme event al vcommrtrn a
murgr The feelin gd gu hed mgto
consl ercommrttrn sur N Iwas
Reratey 00k rn? reﬁ/ (HJ
987,1came actoss the atc tower mag
azine. From it I learned of the hope of the
resurrection and o%everlastrn life. Rea IZ-
|nI9th t not everything had héen lost, | (ut

% e Idea of Suicide and be %antostu

. Now ave earn em ani

love rom Jehovah rom the broth-
ers " Since 1993, t{us ormerrHurderer as
been a mrnrster al servant aE an auxilia-
lPiproneer and last year he became a reg-
ar ploneer.

To asz % the other hanqh readily ac-
cepted a Bi estudy “That owever was

not a.sincere ste nfesses.
studying onlyh fause I ﬁ( to show 0

That is why the role of the congregation goes
beyond just teaching him Bible truth. We nave
to prepare him to become a part of the com-
munity, warning him of new dangers and temp-
tations that he might face. Though being care-
ful not to be overly protective, we must help
him to make a new start in life."

when explaining the beIrefs of Jehovah's
Witnes es f0 \ers as not gorn
mucha out ible truth. One ay, | made u
mlv mind and went to a Christian meeting|
The aotrze rrsoners %ave me awarm wel-
come. | realized that instead of tr¥|n g 1o
show off with knowledge, | had to so ten m(v
stony heart and transtorm my mind
mas beoan f0 Rut on the new Chrrstra
Persona y SE% esians 4:22-24) oa¥
adedrcate aptrzed Witness and finds
delight in preaching from ward to ward.

Pressures From Former Friends

Those who ea}rned Bible truth in ans
on came under eav Pressures from
rn? |ends In t e ard a“d from grrson
orcra One of temrg con-
stantv being derided an scoﬁed at ButI
g In mind t eencoura I wor so the

thers. Kee yrné;| 0 (f ovah, teg/
odme yourBible an youwr
the inner eace "That really helped.”

“My. fellow prisoners were unsparrng rn
the . rtter remarks that thevobdurre%

aga(P LHr(m?er SE%SOU %%lzl’lardO a0 your me t

g ut do no to stan out an
réten eyou% eter 0 woul
farn m ma ec angi in m
Ife ecau&e gyrn ble princi-
P to sult They over-
urne my bed, threw m Brble Irterature

roun an made a mess In my part
the ward. | praye(? to Jehovah fo sPrengt(h
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to control myself and
then went about straight-
ening thmgis up quigtly.
After awhile, the attacks
sto ed.”

hen fellow prison-
ers see tgat We have made
a firm decision to serve
Jehovah,” relate some
other baptized prisoners,
“the pressure takes on

another form. They are likely to say, ‘Re-
member, ;fou are ot supposed to drink
smoke, or Tie anymore, ' That kind of pres
sure helps one control one’s body, quickly
ﬁettmg rid of any vices or addictions. It also
ps one to cultivate the fruits of the spir-
—Galatians 5:22, 23

Becommg Dedicated Servants of God
With the prison authorities’ permission,
the first baptism took place in the gh/m In
the spring of 1991, Zdzislaw was the %
candidate. Twelve inmates attended, and
brothers and sisters from outside came for
the occasion. The meeting had an encour-
aging effect on the prisongrs.
them” made such remarkable progress that

28 THE WATCHTOMER—COCTOBRR 15, 1998

A number of

two other convicts were
Immersed later that Xear
Two years later, in 1993,
baptisms were held twice,
and Seven more convicts
symbolized their dedica-
tion to Jehovah!
Reportln? on the bap-
tism “held n December,
the Ofa| daily, Wieczor
Wroclawla,” observed:
PeoPIe keﬁ? streamin
into th hall, %ree
ands

|n aIIan shakm fds
stran%er here The m oneb '%ml %
hat “one hig

unite mthmkmg mt e|[]wa ofl
mservm one God, Jehova
11 r¥ en consisted of 135 persons, In-
ud| g 50 convicts. Let us meet some of
Jerz baptized in June, relates: “Though
| had %/omepcontact with Blee trul]h ee?rs
FO what as n me was tru fi
fone raud, divorce from my first wite, |
ICIA re atmn& with KrP{st yna, a child out of
re(ﬂuen Yreturnm 0 pns
on—ta% % fe was Iike.
ng how ot er harde ed crlmlngls became
tnesses while in prison, he began ask
9 himself,_ ‘Could "1 not becomeI a bet-
tef man t00?’ He requesteda&bestu?ﬂy
and started coming to meetings Ho

ﬁKQ/{eatrﬂ%dr?raJm“%ﬁQ B proseor ot
b

st n%had becom oneo Jehovah’s Wit-
e ree. years earljer. | w S com-
R/\etey eburb)rlsed' Says JerzY ought
Wit am doJ ﬁ] re
ﬁl ed that to tie aP roved by Jefovan,
to get my life or er.”’As % result
a reu lon took place In t
d their 1

! rystyna a P F
gt e e



on and having his ups a prison report, “Mantvj
and downs, Jerzy re- |ve up SMoKIn

centhi taught hrmself X ke%p therr Wards
gi anguage and is n. Such changes
ab e to hel ép 1prrsoners m conduct are evrdent
who are dea wrth manyconvrcts
Mrros aw was al- enewsg cre
rea X Involved m cnmr Warszaw p?rts
ctivities when he was . the mana ement of the en
mprrmary school. He greatly ad- itentiary in "Wolow acknowl-

mrred what his friends were doing, and ed ed that “the converts are disciplined:;
soon estarted doing the same. Man?rwere th ey Eose no problems to the prison
| eonest at he ropbed or beat up. Thep he  quards.” The article further notes that
anded In prisop. “When | found mrself In those released before completing their sen-
P“?Oﬂ turned to the Prrest for help, tences are well integratedinto the circle of
osawconfess But wasbrttTI drsa- Jenovan’s Witnesses and do not return to
pomted S0 | ecrded that | would kill m - the path of crime,
takm? posan. Onthever a?/ And what is the o mron of the prison’s
Ip nned otae IS |% he was rans- ”eCtOh “The work of Jehovah’s Wit ness
ferred to another ward. There he found a  es |n \ IS penrtentrartr/] IS most desirah
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“The change in the convicts’ attitude %oo news before t
has been particularly noticeable,” states
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Many of Jehovah's Witnesses observe
wedding anniversaries. A birthday is an
anniversary of when you were born. So why
celebrate wedding anniversaries and not
birthday anniversaries?

Frankly, there is no need for a Christian to cele-
brate either. Still, that does not mean that the two
are equal in import or that Christians must view the
former (wedding anniversaries) as they do birth-
day celebrations.

As noted, it can be said that both are anni-
versaries because an "anniversary" is 'the annual
recurrence of a date marking some event.' It could
be an anniversary of any event— the day you had
an automobile accident, saw an eclipse of the
moon, went swimming with your family, and so on.
It is clear that Christians do not turn every "anni-
versary" into a special day or have a party to
commemorate it. One should consider the aspects
of an event and decide what is fitting.

For example, God specifically instructed the Is-
raelites to celebrate annually the day when his
angel passed over the houses of the Israelites in
Egypt and the resulting exodus of his people in
1513 B.C.E. (Exodus 12:14) When Jews, including
Jesus, subsequently commemorated the anniversa-
ry of that event, it was in obedience to God's
direction, and they did not do so with a party or
with gift-giving. The Jews also treated as special
the anniversary of the rededication of the temple.
Though commemorating this historical event was
not commanded in the Bible, John 10:22, 23 sug-
gests that Jesus was not critical of its being done.
Finally, Christians have a special meeting on the
anniversary of Jesus' death. Of course, this is done
out of obedience to a clear command found in
God's Word.— Luke 22:19, 20.

What about wedding anniversaries? In some
lands it is common for husband and wife to take
note of the anniversary of their entering the marital
state, an arrangement that God originated. (Gen-
esis 2:18-24; Matthew 19:4-6) Certainly, the Bible
does not put marriage in a bad light. Jesus both at-
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tended a marriage celebration and contributed to
the pleasure of the occasion.— John 2:1-11.

It thus would not be strange that a couple might
on their wedding anniversary take time to reflect
on the joyfulness of that event and on their resolve
to work for success as a couple. Whether they
focus on this happy occasion in private, just as
a couple, or they have a few relatives or close
friends with them would be for them to decide. The
occasion should not become a mere excuse for a
large social gathering. On this occasion Christians
would want to be guided by the principles that ap-
ply every day of their lives. So whether one takes
note of a wedding anniversary or not is a person-
al matter— Romans 13:13, 14.

What, though, about taking special note of a
birthday? Do we have any indications from the Bi-
ble about such an anniversary?

Well, early in this century, Bible Students, as
Jehovah's Witnesses were then known, did take
note of birthdays. Many of them kept small books
called Dally Heavenly Manna. These contained
a Bible text for each day, and many Christians
put a tiny photograph on the pages correspond-
ing to the birthdays of fellow Bible Students. Also,
The WatCh Tower of February 15, 1909, relat-
ed that at a convention in Jacksonville, Florida,
U.S.A., Brother Russell, then president of the Soci-
ety, was ushered onto the platform. Why? He was
given a surprise birthday present of some boxes
of grapefruit, pineapples, and oranges. That gives
us a glimpse of the past. To put matters in their
context, recall that during that period, Bible Stu-
dents also commemorated December 25 as the
anniversary of Jesus' birth, or birthday. It was even
customary to have Christmas dinner at the Brook-
lyn headquarters.

Of course, since then God's people have grown
spiritually in many respects. In the 1920's in-
creased light of truth enabled them to see the
following:

Jesus was not born on December 25, a date
linked to pagan religion. The Bible directs us to



commemorate the date of Jesus' death, not the an-
niversary of his or anyone else's birth. Doing so
accords with Ecclesiastes 7:1 and the fact that how
a faithful person's life turns out is more important
than the day of his birth. The Bible has no record
that any faithful servant celebrated his birthday. It
records birthday celebrations of pagans, linking
these occasions with cruel acts. Let us get the back-
ground of those birthday anniversaries.

The first is the birthday of the Pharaoh in Jo-
seph's day. (Genesis 40:20-23) In_this regard,
the article on birthdays in Hastings' EnCYC|0paed|a
Of Rel|g|0n and Eth|CS begins: "The custom of
commemorating the day of birth is connected,
in its form, with the reckoning of time, and, in
its content, with certain primitive religious princi-
ples." Later, the encyclopedia quotes Egyptologist
Sir J. Gardner Wilkinson, who wrote: "Every
Egyptian attached much importance to the day,
and even to the hour of his birth; and it is probable
that, as in Persia, each individual kept his birthday
with great rejoicings, welcoming his friends with all
the amusements of society, and a more than usual
profusion of the delicacies of the table."

Another birthday celebration mentioned in the
Bible is Herod's, at which John the Baptist was

beheaded. (Matthew 14:6-10) The |ntemati0n'

al Standard Bible Encyclopedia (1979 edition)
provides this insight: "The pre-Hellenistic Greeks
celebrated the birthdays of gods and promi-
nent men. Glreelk geneth“a designated these
celebrations, while gen SlId meant a celebration
commemorative of the birthday of a deceased im-
portant individual. In 2 Macc[abees] 6:7 we find
reference to a monthly geneth“a of Antiochus IV,
during which the Jews were forced to 'partake of
the sacrifices.' . When Herod celebrated his
birthday he was acting in accord with a Hellenistic
custom; there is no evidence for the celebration of
birthdays in Israel in pre-Hellenistic times."

Admittedly, true Christians today are not pre-
occupied with the roots and possible ancient
religious connections of every practice or custom,
but neither are they inclined to ignore pointed indi-
cations that do exist in God's Word. This includes
that the only birthday celebrations of Biblical rec-
ord are of pagans and linked to instances of
cruelty. Hence, the Scriptures clearly place birth-
day celebrations in a negative light, a fact that
sincere Christians do not disregard.

Consequently, while it is entirely a private matter
if Christians choose to take note of their wedding
anniversary, there are good reasons why mature
Christians abstain from celebrating birthdays.
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THIS observation about Jehovah's
Witnesses was made by a teacher

in Bari, Italy, during her high-
school class on the history of
religion. The teacher had told

the class that she would be using video
cassettes as a teaching aid. Upon hearing
this, one of the students, 18-year-old Ro-
berto, suggested including his religion in
the discussion. He offered her the video
Jehovah's Witnesses— The Organization
Behind the Name. She accepted Roberto's
offer, and the entire class of about 30 stu-
dents saw the video. "All were impressed
by the unity, the organization, and the
deep love that prevail among Jehovah's

Witnesses," says Roberto. "They

were even more amazed to learn
that 40 million copies of The
Watchtower and 36 million cop-
ies of Awake! are printed each
month."

"I did not think you were so organized,"
commented several of Roberto's class-
mates after seeing the video. Regarding
Jehovah's Witnesses, the teacher said to
the class: "Observe how their faith moves
them to be so united and organized. We
Catholics have much to learn from them."
The video and the class discussion that
followed did much to promote a better un-
derstanding of Jehovah's Witnesses.




