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ING awake to danger can make the eruRtton Tge mass exodus. Cﬁme nor] e {00

0ifference between || Tvo days latey, 'y explosion

This can Qne |Itustrated what hap hurleﬂ two, ¢ #f fes ?P] agt ?it ﬂh
pened on two volcanic islands. ere MugHlows. of 1ahays, |ater Klleg
thé\/lou t Pelee, the most deadly volcano of Eun reds, Propap thUSé\ aws WErE Spayee

b t d -
the 20t century, eryptad on lay B Lo, CaWEYe d%cna§étan8 Bep e e
killed alI but a few ofthe ?0 000 resid Pts of W'th warning

SalntPlerre a city at the foot of the volcano.
In June 1991 fountPinatho exBIodedln thc? gffrg?ngeﬁtmgnoma?ecgatnﬁgl o

hat was ro 3 reatest eruption of  Christians living in ‘]erusli also ag {0
Vﬁe cgntur{/) % %3/ FQ? ?e In a densel Bog ecide w ether S ouil nhandont elr
ated area of t Pp nes.and Calsed  homes. FIi rh/(] at cit ﬁ
som ?Odea ths. However, this \me two ac savegthen('] rom the destruc Xnthat befell
tors helped to save thousands fwe? (% ﬁt &7 reSidents Ang - thousands-of Jos Who
Ing awake to the danger an 23 willingness a g 0 Jerusal or e Passoyer i
S bl R 14 iy

Fitting Action Saved Lives when Romana mies cuto chanc fn

Mount Pjnatubo had been dormant for  cape. Famine, power stru %

hundreds of ears when IHAP“|&991 It De- m B elentibds attac ] ge%ulteé1 in ageat(h
?an to show’ signs of an impen mg erup-  tofl of more tﬁan one mil |on

team an sulfur dioxige began {o es-
caP %rom the cone. Local residents felt a ,ShT ?Sv%t%ag asmsttha%%gmpgd outctohneeJeuvr\{_
series of earth tremors, and a sinister dome mou ced. ver(aheca 8 earther JeSH
{ e

of solidified lava began to emer ﬁ from the Christ a fore t Jerusalem woul

mountain. Smenttstsfrom the P | |ne n besieced sa|8 wﬁen ou seeJerusa?em
stltute of Volcano Oq and Seismol 0%¥f surro nde Jencam?eh rmies, then know
acose V|g| and 1n time convinced 0rfici es te)r has Idrawn near.

H}t It wow d be W|se to evacuate 35000 |n en ett osea}tr{nﬂtéea egt | toh
|tants rom near wtowns and wlages mou fains, a t ose| t emu?sq er
eo le are upderstandably loath to flee  with raw an et tho ecountr ces
heir "homes without cause,” but rettceHce not enter'into her.” z d2 fg 03e
was t])ver ome gawdeo Presentattont at mst(ructlons Were cle r, and Jesu's’ followers
VIVId eplcte the perils of a volcanic  took them seriously.



The fourth-century historian Eusebius of  awake to their times and bK acting on Jesys’
Caesarea reports that the Christians of all ~ waming, they escaped what haS been de-
Judea acted on Jesus' waming. When the  scribed"as “one of the most terrible sieges in
Romans ahandoned their first Siege of Jeru- — all history.” _ _
salem in 66 C.E, many Jewish Christians ~ Today, similar wgllance IS needed. S0 is
went to live in the Gentile city of Pella,  specific action. The Tollowing article will ex-
In the Roman province of Perea. By being  plain why.

It IsHigh Time to Awake!

JTAKE no mistake about the age we live in; already it

VJL\/ | ishigh time for us to awake out of our sleep.” (Ro-
V JLmans 13:11, Knox) The apostle Paul wrote those
words to Christians In_Rome some 14 years before the cata-
strophic end of the Jewish system of things in 70 C.E. Because
they were S{)lrltually_ awake, Jewish Christians were not in Je-
rusalem at that crucial time, so they escaped death or slavery.
But how did they know that they needed to keep clear of the

City?

Xesus Christ had warned that enemies would encircle Jeru-
salem and that its inhabitants would be dashed to the ground.
(Luke 19:43, 44) Thereafter, Jesus gave his faithful followers
a comlgosne sign that was not difficult to recognize. (Luke 21:
[-24) For those Christians who lived in Jerusalém, abandoning
the City meant leaving homes and jobs. Nevertheless, their vig-
ilance and flight preserved their lives, S

When Jesus foretold Jerusalem’s destruction, his disciples
asked: “When will these things be, and what will be the sign of

our presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”
Matthew 24:3) In his reply, Jesus compared his future pres-
ence with the period Ieadmg uB to the global Floog of Noah's
dgy. Jesus pointed out that the Deluge swept away all the wick-
ed. (Matthew 2421, 37-39) He thus"indicated that God would
agam Intervene. in human affairs, Towhat extent? Wh%/, to the
point of removing_an entire evil world, or system of things!
(Compare 2 Peter"3:5, 6.) Could that happen in our time?

Christians fled from Jerusalem because they were spiritually awake
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s Everything Still the Same?

Few first-Century Jews ever |magi|ned
that their holy city, Jerusalem, would be
destroyed. Similar“disbelief often prevails
among people who live near a volcano but
who have. not exPerJeng:,e_d an eruption of
one. “Not in my [itetime” is a common rea-
tion when warnings are voiced, “Typically
volcanoes erupt every two or three” centu-
ries,” explains volcanologist Lionel Wilson.
“You warry if your parents had to move pe-
cause of an eruption, But if it happened to
your grandparents, then it’s folklore.”

Accurate information, however, can en-
able us to recognize danger signals and
take them seriously. Of those, who fled from
Mount Pelee, one’ was familiar with vol-
canoes and understood the danger signals,
Such signs were also co,rrectlfy Interpreted
shortly before the eruption of Mount Pina-
tubo. "The volcanologists who monjtored
the unseen forces building up inside the

mountain convinced local people to leave the
area,

Of course, some will always ignare dan-
?er signals and insist that nothing Is going
0 hapEen. They may even ridicule those
who fake decisive action. The apostle Peter
predicted. that such a viewpoint would be
common in our_da¥. You know this first
he said, “that in the last. days there will
come ridiculers with their ridicule, pro-
ceeding according to their own desires and
saying. here IS this promised presence
of°his? Why, from the day our forefatners
fell asleep in death, all things are continy-
|n%exactly as from creation’s beginning."”

—2 Peter'3:3, 4 _

Do you believe that_we ar? in “the Jast

dags”. In TheColumbia History of the
World, John A. Garraty and Peter Gay ask:

“Are we seeing the breakdown of our Civili-

zation?” Then"these historians analyze the

problems of government, the globalrise in



crime and civil disobedjence, the breakdown
?f famlr y life, the farlurte 'of s}rence and
echno 0 solve socl roplems, the
e
g1 U
t ese are F% the S| n)so aqyﬁ Phatrc end-
ng, they look uncommonly like It.
e have sound reason fo believe that an
“ending” i1s imminent. No, we need not fear
%n end ofthe earthly %Iobe rtsglf for the Br
le says that God “has foun ed t e earth
on |ts established nﬁrlaces it will notb
ade 10 totter to time indefinite, or for-
ever.” (Psalm 104:5) Yet, we should exPect
an earI end to the rckeds stem of th n[g
% s caused mankind so much mis
Because we can see many ev e t
features identifyin the last da s, of {his
sstem s outlined by Jesus Christ, (S
% box “Some Features of the Last D
W h not_compare Jesus words Wrth
eve s? Dorn S0 ma)( ﬁyou to mak ewrse
decisions or ourse}f and your family. But
why take action right now’

A Real Need to Stay Awake
Though scientists may kriow when a vol-
canic eruption is imminént, they cannot tell
recisely when it will occur, Likewise, re-
5ard|ng the end of this system of things,
esus. said: Concernrng thiat day and hour
RO 0 knowa neither the an els_of the
eavens nor the Son, but only the Father.”
(Matthew 24:36) Since we do'not know ex-
actly when the present system of thrngs will
en Je us qa %u%t 1S War |nﬁ' “Know one
te ouseho er fiad known In
Watc th et |e was comrng he would
ave eIptkawaean not allowed his house
to be broken Into O(P IS account you 100

rove Hrseve ﬁ y ecause at an hour
onott 0 be |t the S0n of man
Jess |s coming. —Ma thew 2

Jesus’ words show. that the cataclysmrc
end of this system will catch this world by
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S e e o e, e
tion |s(f rJ% that o% a householdyer Who might
e caught unﬁ ares ecatrs does not
now when a thiet will break into his house.

Srmrlarg the apostle Paul told Christians
in Thessalonica: “You yourselves knowriurte
we|l that Jehovah's day is comrng exactly as
athref In the night. .. . Brothers, dou are

trndarknes% ?thatthatda shg d over-

ouas atnie Paug tge “Let us
nots n as the rest do, hu etussta
awake keep our senses.” (1 Thessalo-
nrans52 4, 6, Tootnote) What does |t mean
t0 “stay awake and keep our senses™?

Unlike the flight of first- fentur Chris-
tians from Jerusalem ourfr{r 0. safet
does not Involve Ieavrng a cerfain city. Af-
ter ex ortrnlg his fellow erevers in Rome
0 awa en om sIee Paul urged them to
“put off the works beIongrng 0 darkness

and “put on the Lor |]estr Christ.”
man? 13:12, I]Ig By fol owrng es&s seﬁ
closely, we will Show oursel v? awa etot e
times, and this (ﬂtrrrtual vrg ance will pﬁee
us n Jine for dlvine protéction when' this
wrcke ystem of things comes to an end.

Those who follow Jesus Chrrst en ooy
ﬁanrng,fu and satrsh(lrnvg liyes. Milli ron f
rﬁnesses ave drscovere { 3

t e%/o e?fC ristian di crg eship 1S a kin
d refreshing one. (Matthew 11:29, 30,
ootnote) The frrst step In becoming a disci-
le 15 ‘taking |H knowledqe of God and of

he one whom he sent forth,. Jesus Christ.”
John 73% The Wrtnesses vrsrt Ilions ?f

omes every week rn or er (?
? ain an ac§ur te nowe%e o{t
0 coHr?uct/ fre Brb?g studies. W!(

ol ol

IS hign time to om sleep!
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i
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SOME FEATURES OF THE LAST DAYS

"Nation will rise against nation"; 'peace will be taken away from
the earth/ (Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:4)

The two world wars of this century, along with dozens of other conflicts, have taken
peace away from the earth. "The First— and so the Second— World War became
different from all wars previously fought,” writes historian John Keegan, "different in
scale, intensity, extensiveness and material and human cost. . . . The World Wars killed
more people, consumed more wealth and inflicted more suffering over a wider area
of the globe than any previous war." Wars now afflict women and children more

than soldiers. The United Nations Children's Fund calculates that in the

last ten years, two million children have been killed in wars.

"Food shortages"
(Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:5, 6, 8)

In 1996 the prices of wheat and maize rose dramatically.

U.S. Coast Guard bhoto

mere 5U-day supply, the lowest hgure on record. Kising prices tor
gigli basic foodstuffs mean that hundreds of millions of the world's im-
poverished people— many of them children— go to bed hungry.

"Earthquakes in one place after another"
(Matthew 24:7)

uring the last 2,500 years, only nine earthquakes have each killed over
100,000 people. Four of these quakes have occurred since 1914.

FAO photo/B. Imevbore

"Increasing of lawlessness" (Matthew 24:12)

As the 20th century draws to a close, lawmlessness, or lawbreaking,
has become widespread. Terrorist attacks on civilians, cold-blooded

killers, and mass murders are among the horrible aspects of these vi-
Ikolent last days.

| "In one place after another pestilences" (Luke 21:11)

I During the 1990's, likely 30 million people will die of tuberculosis.
Disease-carrying bacteria are becoming more and more drug-resistant.
Malaria, another deadly disease, strikes between 300 and 500 million

people every year and kills an estimated 2 million. By the end of this decade,

AIDS is expected to cause 1.8 million deaths a year. "Today humanity is expe

riencing an epidemic of epidemics," declares the State of the World 1996.

[ "This good news of the kingdom will be
I 4 preached in all the inhabited earth."”
(Matthew 24:14)

In 1997, Jehovah's Witnesses spent well over one billion
hours preaching the good news of the Kingdom. More
IBMif Nt than five million Witnesses regularly take this message
to people in 232 lands.

*



A Proud Regent
Loses an Empire

S REGARDS Belshazzar the king,”
wrote the prophet Daniel, “he
JL JL made a big feast for a thousand
of his grandees, and in front of the thou-
sand hé was drinking wine.” As the banquet
progressed, however, the king’s “very com-
Plexmn was changed (n him; and his own
houghts beglan to-frighten him, and his hip
joints were loosening and is very knees
Were knocking each other.” Before t emght
was over, “Belshazzar the Chaldean king
was killed and Dariys the Medg himself re-
celved the kingdom.”—Daniel 5:1, 6, 30, 31.
Who was Belshazzar? How d|d he come
to be called “the Chaldean king” Exactly
what was his status in the Neo-Bab Xoman
Empire? How did he lose the empire?

Core?ent or King?

amel refers fo Neb chadnezzar as the
father of elshazzar Danjel 5:2

27 Howev EISF atlonahéo snothteral
The book Nabonidus and Belsh azzar Iy
Raymon R Dougherty, su (];estst a Pe
naps Nebuchadnezzar was s?ran fath
through his mother, Nitocris. Tt ma also
be that Nebuchadnezzar, being a royal pre-
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decessor, was 3|mRIy the “father” of Bel-
shazzar as to the throne. gCompare Genesis
. 13) In any case, the cuneiform in-

scriptions on several clay cylinders discov-
ere |n southern Iraq durln% the 19th cen-
tury i enhf& Belshazzar as the eldest son of
Nabonidus, king of Bab

Since the account |n anlel chapter 5 fo-
cuses onthe events of the night of Babylon’s
fall in 539 B.C.E., it does nof relate how Bel-
shazzar came to have regal authority. But
archaeological sources give some ideaof the
relationship between Nabonidus and Bel-
shazzar. “The Babylonian texts reveal that
Nabonidus was an eccentric ru er,’ ){
Alan Millard, archaeologist and auth or|y
on ancient Semitic languages. Millard add
"While he did not ignore the gods of Ba
Yon e... gave very considerable attent|on
0 the moongod at two other cities, Ur and
Harran. For Several Years of his relgn Nab-
onidus did not even five in Babylon;”instead
he stayed at the distant oasis of Teima [or,
Tema]'in northern Arabia.” Evidently, Nab-
onidus sPent much of his reign away from
the capital, Babylon. Duringhis abSences,



Daniel interprets the message of
doom for the Babylonian Empire

Belshazzar was consigned the administra-
tive authority.

Shedding more light on Belshazzar’s true
position, & cuneiform document described
as the “Verse Account of Nahonidus” states:

HegNabonrdus entrusted the ‘Camp’to his
oldest (son), the firstoorn, thetroop every-
where In the country he ordere under his
(command). He let (everything) gr el en
trusted thie kingship ta” him.” Thus, Bel-
shazzar was a coredent

Can a coregent, though, be considered a
kin % A statue of an ancient ruIer found in
northern Syrra In the 19705 shows that it
Was not un nown for a ruler to be called
king when, strictly speaking, he had a lesser
titlg. The statue was that ofa ruler of Gozan
and was inscribed in Assyrian and Arama-

Ic. The Assyrian inscription called the man
governor of Gozan, hut the parallel Arama-
ic inscription called him krnd S0 it would
not be unprecedented for Belshazzar to be
called crown, princ |n the offrcral Babylo-
nian inscriptions while being called krng in
the Aramaic Wrrtrn? of Daniel.

The arrangement of joint rulership be-
tween Nahoriidys and elshazzar contrnued
into the final days of the Neo-Babylonian
Empire. On the very ni htofBa[%ons fall,
the eforﬁ Belshazzar Offered to make Dan-
lel the third ruIer In the kingdom, not the
second.—Daniel 5:16.

An Overconfident and Proud Regent

The final events of Belshazzar’s rergn In-

dicate that the prince was overconfident and
prou .When the end of his rule came on Oc-
ober 5, 539 BCE Nabopidus was, holed
Kh) in BorsrpR avrng suffered a defeat by

edo-Persian force ypn Itselt was u-
der siege. But Belshazzar felt so secure In

the crt surrounded by massrve walls that
]on th ta ver a br fetast
or a thousand [ n ees dotus
Greek hrstorran of thg ta fth centur B CE.
say sthat inside the city, people * vvere danc
rn%at the time, and enjoying themselves,”

utside Babylon’s WaIIs thoug h the
Medo- Persran arm was vrﬁ A Un er the
direction of Cyrus, they fa |verted the
waters of the Eu hrates River, which ran
through the center of the city. His warriors
were feady to slosh up the riverbed as_soon
as the Water level sank suffrcrently They
would climb up the slope and enter the crty
th roudh the open copper doors on the wall
along the riverfront,

If Belshazzar had taken note of the ac-
tivity outside the city, he could have shut
the Copper gates, mounted his stron% men
on the walls along the riverbanks, and en-
trapped the_enemy. Instead, under the jn-
fluence of wine, afrogant Belshazzar called
for the vessels from Jehovah's temple
to, be brought in. Then he, his uests

wives, and his_concubines defrantlg/ ran
from them while rarsrn the Ba%onran
?ods Suddenly a hand &ppeared rracu

ously ang began Wrrtrng on the palace wall.
Struck with féar, Belshazzar called uponhrs
wise men to provide the interpretation of
that message. But they “were not compe-
tent epougf to read thé wrifing itself or to
make known to the king the intérpretation.”
Frna v, Daniel *was brought in before the
Under divine msprratron Jehovah's
Ctt”egen‘t“r%cpr%p?et il I Teen
Iraculou
?al II"of B[ab lon tom Vbded and he Per-
sians.—Da
The Medes and the Persians easily took
the city, and Belshazzar drd not live th ¥ou h
the nig ht With his death, and the afogarent
surrender of Nahonidus to Cyrus the Neo
Babylonian Empire came to dn end.
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Times and seasons in
lehovah's hands

‘It doesnot belong toyou toget knowledge of the times or seasons which the
Father hasplaced in his own jurisdiction. "—AcTs 1.

I-LAT could e more natyral for
those “sighing and groanrng over
all th detest(able things th tare
herng done” in Christendom and through J
arth than to wonder when this wicke
?/stem will end and be rePIacedb God’s
hteous neww?rld {(Ezekel942 eter 3:
Jesus. apastles af] d
qestrons (j) ust efor% IS death and
resFrr cti Matthew 24:3: Acts
owever, Jesus did not give the
me nts 0 calculatrn ates. In onetcase th]e
ae hem a composlte sign, and in the o
esarq jtat | drdﬁ notgbelon to tp
et know ﬂ t]etrmes orseasonsw rch
troenFat/rlecrs ad placed in his own jurisdic-

afte[ hrs

2 Althougne Jesus |s Jehovah’s only-

be otten_ Son, “he himself has not alwas
wn hrs Father’s |metable for events.

rs o ec re rdrn the last days, Jesus
nt) 0;5 gConc rnrn%thatay

[ no od ows neLt ert ﬁngels
o t e eavens nort eSon ut on
ther.” atthe¥v 24 3@ ﬁsus was wrlllrnﬁ to
vy]artépatrent 0 hrs ather to reveal to |m
act _time for destructive actjon.to be
taken against this wicked system of thrngs

Bef The Watchtower, August 1, 199, pag-

1. .How did Jesus answer his apostles’ time-
rrwﬁed guesr
E G nﬁatﬁe said that Jetsus has BOt alwa /s

nown hrs er’s fi vents due to
cur during the time o tptg
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him time ?rrented

3Two things can be deduced from the
way Jesus answered questions relating to
when things would occur in fulfillment of
God's purpose. First, that Jehovah has a
timetadle: and second, that he alone fixes
it, and his servants cannot expect to be giv-
en precise advance information of his times
O Seasons,

Jehovah's Times and Seasons

4What is meant by “times” and “sea-
sons™? Jesus” statement recorded at Acts
1:7 contains two aspects oftime. The Greek
word rendered “times” means “time in
the sense of duration,” a space of time
(long or short). “Seasons” is. the transla-
tion°of a word Teferring to a fixed or an ap-
pointed time, a particular season, or peri-
od, marked by certain features. Regarding
these two original words, W. E. Ving states:
“InActs 1.7, the Father has set within
His own authorrt¥ both the times (chron-
0), the lengths of the periods, and the sea-
sos (kairos), epochs characterized by cer-
tain events.

bBefore the Flood, God fixed a 120-year
time limit for the corrupt world that"hu-

3. What can we Iearn rom Jesus answers to
questrons regarding God’s purpose?
4 W at(are the meanrnges of the Greek words

trans ate trmes and_“seasons’ at Acts
d Jehovah inform Noah gur
ose tod srogthe corru worl and What ual
rssron Noah perfor



Noah's faith enabled him to leave
time factors in Jehovah's hands

mans and rebellious materialized angels
had brought about. iGenesm 6:1-3) Godly
Noah was 480 years old at that point. (Ger-
esis 7:6) He was childless and remained so
for another 20 years. (Genesis 5:32) Much
later, only after Noah’s_sons_had, reached
adulthood and had married, God informed
Noah of His purpose to remove wickedness
from the earth. (Genesis 6:9-13, 18) Even
then, though Noah was entrusted with the
dual comniissjon of building the ark ang
preaching to his contemporaries, Jehovah
did not feveal his time ‘schedule to him.
—(enesis 6:14; 2 Peter 2:5.

6 For decades—perhaps half a centu-

?brs(%?] IngOS!T\% ,s\I aePn(sirs]?ov%bshﬁltovr\]/ecg%ﬂwtem?glIE%-

Noah’s example?

rY—“Noah proceeded to do according to
all that God had commanded him.” Noah
did so “by faith,” without, know-
Ing a precise date. (Genesis 6:22:
Hebrews 11:7% Jehovah left him
uninformed about the exact tim-
Ing of events until one week be-
fore the Deluge was due to ber.
iGenesm 7:1—_5% Noah’s implicit
rust and faith in Jehovah en-
abled him to leave time factors
In God’s hands. And how grate-
Noah must have been when
he felt Jehovah’s protection
durmq the Flood and [at-
er stepped out of the
ark onto a cleansed
earth! With a similar
hope of deliverance
In view, should we
not exercise such
faith in God?

TAfter the Flood, most of Noah's descen-
dants abandoned the true warship of Je-
hovah. With the aim of remaining in one
Place, they be%an to puild a city and'a tower
for false worship. Jehovah determined that
It was time to intervene. He confused their
Iangua?e and “scattered them from [Babe]]
over all'the surface of the earth.” (Genesis
11:4,8,9) Later, the language groups devel-
oPed Int0_nations, some of which absorbed
other nations and became regional gowers,

and even world powers.—Genesis 10:32.
8In line with the outworking of his_pur-
Pose occasionally God determined national
rontiers and at"what point in time a cer-
tain nation would predominate locally or as
a world power. (Genesis 15:13, 14, °18-21;

7, 8. ga[) How did nations %nd worléi. pPOWers
come Into existence?. () In what wa{/ id Jf 0-
va fdecree th?.appo nted times and the set lim-
Its of the dwelling of men™
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Exodus 23:31; Deuteronomy 2:17-22; Daniel
8:5-7, 20, 21) The apostle Paul referred to
this aspect of Jehovah’s times and seasons
when he told Greek intellectuals in Ath-
ens: “The God that made the world and all
the thm%,s init ... made out of one man
every nation of men, to dwell upon the en-
tire ‘surface of the earth, and he decreed
the appointed times and the set limits of
the dwelling of men."—Acts 1724, 26.

9This does not mean that Jehovah is re-
sRonsmIe for all the political conquests and
changes among the nations. Yet, he can in-
tervene when he chooses to do so in or-
der to accomplish his purpose. Thus, the
prophet Daniel, who was to witness the de-
mise of the Babylonian World Power and it
replacement by Medo-Persia, said of Jeho-
vah: “He is changing times and Seasons, re-
moving kings and setting up kings %wlng
wisdom to the wise ones and knowledge to
those knowmg discernment.”—Daniel 2:21;
|saiah 44:24-25:7,

“The Time Was Approaching”

DOver four centuries in advance, Jeho-
vah set the precise year when he would
humiliate the king of the Eqyptian World
Power and liberate Abraham’s descendants
from slavery. Revealing his purpose to
Abraham, God promised: “You may know
for sure that your seed will become an alien
resident in a’land not theirs, and they will
have to serve them, and these will certain-
I>ﬁ afflict them for four hundred years. But
the nation that they will serve ['am judging,

9. How has Jehovah ‘changed times and seasons’

respecting kings?

0, 11 (a) How long in advance did Jehovah set
tlhe tme( hen Be ﬁoﬂl;f Eiwer A raﬁam’s ae-
scendants from pondage? (b) What suggests that
the Israelites did nqt"knQw exactly When they
were going to be delivered?
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and after that they will go out with many
goods.” fGen_esm 15:13, 14) In his qverview
of Israel’s history, given before the San-
hedrin, Stephen Teferred to this 400-year
period and stated: “Just as the time ‘was
approaching for fulfillment of the prom-
ise that God had openly declared to Abra-
ham, the people grew” and multiplied in
Eqypt, until there rose a different King over
g%yplt7 \Aitéo did not know of Joseph.”"—Acts

~ 1This new Pharaoh reduced the Israel-
ites to slavery. The book of Genesis had
not_}éet been written by Moses, although it
i likely that Jehovah’s promises to Abra-
ham had been handed down in either oral
or written form. Even so, it appears that
the information the Israelites possessed did
not allow them to calculate the precise date
of their deliverance from oppression, God
knew when he was going to deliver them,
but apparently the suffering Israelites were
not informed."We read: “It Came about dur-
ing those many days that the king of Eg¥pt
finally died, but the sons of Isrdel confin-
ued to sigh because of the slavery and to
cry out incomplaint, and their cry for help
kept going up to the true God because of
the slavery. In time God heard their groan-
mg and God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. So God looked
on the sons of Israel and God took notice.”
—Exodus 2:23-25.

. DThis lack of knowledge about the exact
time of Israel’s deliverance can also be de-
duced from Stephen’s synoRms._ Speaking
of Moses, he said: “When the time of his
fortieth year was being fulfilled, it came
into his Neart to make an inspection of his
brothers, the sons of Israel. And when he

1%. How ?lid Stepn,en show that Moses acted in
advance of Jehovah's time?



caugzht sight of a certain one being unjustl
treated, he defended him and executed ven-
geance for the one being abused bg strik-
ing the Egyptian down.  was Suppos-
mg nis brothers would_grasp tha}1 od
W S%IVIH them salvation by his hand
but they did not grasp it.” (Acts 7:23-25)’
Moses fere acted 40 years In advance 0
God’s time. Stephen pointed out that Mo-
ses had to wait another 40 years before God
jave the Israelites salvation by his hand.’
—Acts 7:30-36. _

BAlthough “the time was approaching
for fulfillment of the promise”and that pre-
cise year had been fixed by God, Moses and
all 13rael had to exercise faith. They had to
wait for Jehovah’s apgomted time; appar-
ently without being able to calculate'it in
advance. We too aré convinced that our de-
liverance from the R_resent wicked system
of things is apProac ing. We know that we
are living in “the last days,” (2 Timothy 3;
1-5) So should we not be willing to display
our faith and await Jehovah’s due time for
his great day? (2 Peter 3:11-13) Then, like
Moses and the Israelites, we may well sing
a glorious song of deliverance, to Jehovah's
praise.—Exodus 15:1-19,

‘When the Time Arrived”
WJehovah had set a fixed time for his
only-begotten Son to come to the earth as
the” Messiah. Paul wrote: “When the full
limit of the time arrived, God sent forth his
Son, who came to be out of a woman and
who came to be under law.” (Galatians 4:4)
This wag in fulfillment of God’s promise t0
send a Seed—'Shiloh, to whom the obedi-
B i o e

4, 15. How do we know that God h?d set @ i31
or his Son Jo come to earth, and for what di
prophets and even angels keep on the watch?

ence of the feoples would belong.’—Gene-
sis 3.15; 49:10.

bGod’s prophets“—even”an%els—kept on
the watch for'the “season” when the Mes-
siah would appear on earth, and salvation
would be made possible for sinful mankind.
“Concerning this very salvation,” said Pe-
ter, “a diligent inquiry and a careful search
were madeé by the prophets who prophe-
sied about thé undeserved kindness meant
for you, They kept on investigating what
Parucul_ar_season or what soft of ‘season
the spirit in them was indicating concern-
mg% hrist when it was be_arm? Witness
betorehand about the sufferings for Christ
and about the glories to follow these, . . .
Into these very thmgls aanOeIs are desiring
to peer."—1Peter 1:1-5, 10-12.

By means of his prophet Daniel—a man

of unwavering faith—Jehovah had given a
prophecy involving “seventy weeks.” That
prophecy would enable first-century Jews
0 know’that the appearance of the' prom-
ised Messiah was aeproachmg. In part, the
nrophecy stated: “From the OIUP forth of
he word to restore and to rébuild Jerusa-
em until Messiah the Leader, there will be
seven weeks, also sixty-two weeks.” iDameI
9:24, 25) Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant
scholars generally agree that the “weeks”
mentioned here mean weeks of years. The
69 “weeks” (483 years) of Daniél 9:25 be-
?an in 455 B.C.E., when Persian King Ar-
axerxes authorized Nehemiah “to restore
and to rebuild Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 2:
1-8) They ended 483 years later—in 29 C.E,
when Jesus was baptized and anointed with
holy spirit, thus becoming the Messiah, or
Christ —Matthew 3:13-17.

%gva]fzhé?g) l\ﬁ){s{nggﬁts P)]; |_;Ilvehv?st { r%%hlenc ye>(<]| I%C%E
tion of t essha. g aw dig Danjel’s roph-
ecy affect Jewish expectation of the Messiah
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T Whether first-century Jews knew pre-

cisely when the 483 gears began is open to
question. Buf when John the Baptizer be-
gan his ministry. “the people were in ex-
Rectaﬂon and all were reasoning In their
earts about John: ‘May he perhaps be the
Christ?”” (Luke 3:15) Some Bible scholars
link this expectation to_ Daniel’s roghe-
lc_Y. In commenting on this verse, Matthew

enry wrote: “We are here told . .. how
the people took occasion, from the ministry
and baptism of John, to think of the Mes-
siah, and to think of him as at the door.
.. Daniel’s seventy weeks vv_%re NOW expir-
ing.” The French Manuel Biblique, by Vi-
gouroux, Bacuez, and Brassac states; “Peo-
P_Ie knew that the seventy weeks of years
ixed by Daniel were drawing_to a closg; no-
body vias surprised to hear John the Bap-
tist announce that the kingdom of God had
drawn near.” Jewish scholar Abba Hillel
Silver wrote that according to “the popular
chronology” of the day, “the Messiah was
expected around the second quarter of the
first century CE.”

By Way of Review

O As regards Jehovah's times and
seasons, what did Jesus tell
his apostles?

O How long in advance did Noah
know when the Flood was due
to begin?

O What indicates that Moses and the
Israelites did not know exactly when
they were going to be delivered
from Egypt?

O How can we benefit from Bible
examples involving Jehovah's times
and seasons?
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Events—Not Time Calculations

BAIthough chronology apparently
helped the Jéwish people to"have a general
Idea of when the Messiah was due™to ap-
pear, subsequent events show that it did
not heIR to convince most of them of Jesus
Messianship. Less than a year before his
death, Jesus asked his dlscg)les: “Who are
the crowds saying that | am? ”TheF_rephed:
“John the Baptist; but others, _E|{ah, and
still others, that one of the ancient proph-
ets has risen.” (Luke 9:18, 19) We have no
record that Jesus ever quoted the prophecy
of the symbolic weeks to prove that he was
the Messiah. But on one occasion, he said:
“| have the witness greater than that of
John, for the very works that my Father as-
3|?ned me to accomplish, the works them-
selves that | am doing, bear witness about
me that the Father dispatched me.” (John
5:36} Rather than an% revealed chronolo-
ay, Jesus’ preaching, his miracles, and the
gvents surrounding his death (the miracu-
lous darkness, thé rending of the temple
curtain, and the earth uakea testified that
he was the Messiah sent by God.—Matthew
21:45, 51, 54: John 7:31; Acts 2:22.

]98|m|fa,rI%{, after the death of Jesus, the
early Chrisfians were given no means.to
calculate the. coming énd of the Jewish
system of things. True, Daniel’s prophe-
cy of the symbolic weeks mentioned the
destruction 'of that system. (Daniel 9:26b
21h) But this would dccur after the end of
the “seventy weeks” (455 B.C.E.-36 CE.).
In other words, after the first Gentiles be-

. While Daniel’ hecy helped th t
dentl the e e o

ected’to gppear, what was tne_most convincin
gwdtence oafoﬁ)esus’ Messiahship? J
9. (a), How would Christiang know that Jerusa-

{ruct } SLWh o e
r&n&%&gtﬁﬁr&g vlv n0v¥|%sd ?’%H] e)rusalyemI stt|lleneeaerd
uch faith’



came Jesus followers in 36 C.E., Christians
were erion the chronol |caI milestones
of Dam chapter 9, For t em events, not
chronology, would indicate that the Jew-
ISh systern must shortly end. Those events,
foretold by Jesus, began to come to a cli-
may from 66 C.E., when Roman Iegrons at-
tacked Jerusalem and then withdréw. This
gave farthful attentrve Christians i |n Jeru
Salem and Judeg th eopzportunrty to flee to
the mountains.” (Luke 21:20 Havrnﬁ no
chronological srgnposts those early Chris-
tians did"not know when the destruction of
Jerusalem would come apout, What faith 1t
took for them to leave their homes, farms,
and workshops and to stay out of Jerusalem
for some four years untif the Roman army
returned in 70 C.E. and extermrnated the
Jewish system!—Luke 19:41

A Like Noah, Moses, and first-century
Christians in Judea, we today can confi-
dently leave the times and seasons in Jeho-
vah shands. Our conviction that we are liv-

r11 In the time of the end and that our
deliverance rs drawrng near depends, not
merely on chronological computation, b
on redl-life events in fulfillment of Brble
Prophecres Furthermore, although we are

ving during Christ's presence, We are pot

relieved of thie need to exercise faith and to
keep onthe watch, We must continue to live
|n ea er expectation of the excrtrnﬂ events
foretold in the Scriptures. This will be the
subject of the following article.

a) How can we benefit from It1he examPIes of

ar??e Wﬁat Wi r\?vtecgrr]stgur sin ttsr“apoﬁlowrng

Waiting in
“EAGER EXPE%TATION”

“The eager expectation of the creation is waitingfor

the revealing of the sons of

HE situation of trug Christians today
resembles that of the frrst centur
Christians. A prophecy helped Je

hovah's servants of those da s t0 rden

fy when the
(Daniel"9:24-26) The same prophecy fore-
told Jerusalem’s destruction but contained
no elements enabling Christians to know in

1. What similarity exist twee e situation
of Cﬁrrstrans torttyay an at 0 tPrst -century
Christians?

ROMANS 8:19.

advance when that city would be destroyed.
(Daniel 9;26b, 27) Similarly, a prophecy
%rovrdentrally caused sincerg 19th-century

le students to be in expectation. B

Messiah was due to appedink rng the “seven times” of Daniel 42

with “the times of the Gentiles,” they an-
ticipated that Christ would recerve Krng
dom power in 1914, (Luke 21:24 King
James Version; Ezekiel 21:25- 27) While
the hook of Daniel contains many prophe-
cies, none of these enable present-day Bible
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students to calculate exactly when Sa-
tan’s entire system of things will be de-
stroyed. (Daniel 2:31-44; 8:23-25; 11:36, 44,
45) owever, this will sgon occur, for we
are |vrrrg in"“the time of the end.”—Dan-

lel 1

Watchfulness Durin

éhrrstj‘ Bresenceg
2Tru$ a proghecy g t Chrrstrans in a
state 0 expect fi ore Christ was In-
vested with Kingdom power in_ 1914, But
the “sign” that Chrrs gave of his pres-
ence and of the conclusion of the sy stem
of things featured events ﬁ\n most of
hh é would_be seen after his presence
ad he un Such events—wars, food short-
gei earthquakes, pestrlenc%s Increased
aw essness (perseeu lon of Christians, and
ewor dwide preaching of the good news
of the Kingdom—serve as the major proof
that we are now living d urrnr{rh frist’s
prlesence n krngﬁ/ power.—Matthew 24:3-

3Yet the whole_tenor of Jesus’ parting
counsel to his di crgles was: “Keep looking,
keep awake, ... keep on the watch.” (Mark
13 3, 37: Luke 2L 36)Acarefu|read|n? of
the context of these exhortations to watch-
fulness shows that Christ was not primar-

ly speak mqo keeping a close watch for
t esr nof he be mnrngnofhrs presence
Instea ewasorﬁerrn IS true d |scrpes
to keep watchful urrng his presence. For
what were true Christians to remain on

the watch?
TR AL K
\Watchtower Brbe an TratSocreyo New Yor

Inc.

we aréa?{v\{\r/t&laéuc Prnsuéthtesst? e rTe]sa Ptrc %ng?
ower? th owst at rrs(trans weret
gep, on ewate during Jesus Christ’s pres-

ence?
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4Jesus gave his great prophecy in an-
swer to the question: “When will these
things be [events leading up to the de-
struction of the Jewish system of things],
and what will be the sign of your pres-
ence and of the conclusion of the system of
thrn?s’)” (Matthew 24:3) The foretold srq
would serve to |dentrfY not only Christ’
presence but also events leading up to the
end of the present wicked system of things.

5Jesus showed that_during his “pres-
ence” (Greek, pa-rqu-si ai he“would come
with power and glory, Concerning_such
comrnlg denoted by"forms of the Greek
word er'kho- mari he declared: “Then the
sign of the Son of man will appear in heav-
erl, and then all the tribes of the earth
will beat themselves in lamentation, and
they will see the Son of man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. Now learn from the fig tree
3 an illustration this point: Just a3 soon
as its young branch Erows tender and it
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is
near. Likewise also you, when you see all
these things, know that he [Chrrst% IS near
at the doors.... Keep on the watch, there-
fore, because you do not know on what day
our Lord IS omrng . Prove yourselves
rea { because at an hour that you do nof,
think to be it, the Son of man is coming.’
—Matthew 24:30, 32, 33, 42, 44,

Why Does Jesus Christ Come?
6Although present as King since 1914
Jesus Christ must yet judge systems and
individuals hefore executrn ud ment on
those he finds to be wicked. ? ompare 2 Co-

4. What p/ose would be served by the sign

that esu
%r Jes show that whrIe spiritually
gresent ewou yet be “com mg
How will tB gestructron of “Babylon the
Great” come about



rinthians 5:10) Jehovah
will soon put_ it into the
minds of political rulers
to destroy “Babylon the
Great, ”the world empire of
false el |1q6on (Revelatron
The apos-

tIe F*auts ecrfrcall stated that
Jesus Ch rrst will destroy “th eman
of lawlessness"—the apostate cer%y
Chrrstendom aprominent artof abylon

Great.” Paul wrote: “The lawless one
erI be revealed whom the Lord Jesus will
do awarwrth by th esprrrt of his mouth and
brrn 0 noth mH the manifestation of
|s resence essalonians 2:3, 8.

People of the nations on.the basis o

hey have acted toward his brothers yet on
earth. We read: “When the Son of man ar-
rives in his gIorY and all the angels with
him, then he will sit down on his glorious
throne. And all the nations will be gath-
ered before him, and he will separate”peo-

en the Son of man arrrves in his glory,
whathd]g Jony

ment will he render?

In the near future, Christ W#|#]]Udgeext%ntt?tat dudrd

Christians must keep
awake in expectation of Christ's coming

Ere one from another, rhUSt as a shepherd
rfaral}estttges%hee gr]o n Stheggﬂotat]s Adndbe
vhl g:eats on f rsTg Th In wrl sag

Truly 1 say to
|Yt0 0 eonhe least of
t ese mg/ oth ers ou did it to me.’
d a HO ht into everlast-
gri ttin ? utte g teousonesrnto
everlastin "—Matth
As shown in the para e 0 ds eep
and the oat? Jesus exefutes Ina g
ment upon all the ungodly. Paul assured

ecuheo}’\t/r gre]seﬁ uulpdoensct Igeu%]ord?t P coming to ex-
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suffering fellow believers of “relief along
with ys at the revelation of the Lord Jesus
from heaven W|th h|s Jpowerful angels in a
flaming fire, as h r|n% vengeance upon
those who do not know 0d and those who
do not obey the good news about our Lord
Jesus. These very ones will undergo the ju-
dicial punishment of everlasting” destruc-
tion from before the Lord and from the glo-
ry of his strength, at the time he comes
t0 be glorified in connection with his hol

ones.” (2 Thessalonian 171?) With 3

these exciting events ahead of s, should
we not exercise faith and eagerly keep on
the watch for Chnsts coming?

ati
for |ss eveP lon

9 “The revelatlon of the Lord Jesus from Ing aworderful example for their comﬁan

heaven” will be not ondy rlml]
struction uFon the wicked but also to re-
ward the righteous. The remaining ones

10 Wh}/ ?ot e anointed ones still 8” earth
eagerly wait for the revelation of Jesus Christ?
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The anointed remnant keep busy in
Jehovah's service, not basing their faith
on time calculations

of Christ’s anointed brothers still on earth
yet suffer hefore Christ’s revelation,
bu the rejoice In their glorious heavenly
hope. To anointed Christians, the apostle
Peterwrote “Go on rejoicing forasmuch as
ou_are sharers in the sufferings of the
hrist, that you may rejoice, and be, over-
Joyed also durmlggthe revelation of his glo-
ry."—1 Peter 4
DAnointed ones are determined to re-
main faithful until Christ ‘gathers them
together to him’ so that “the tested quali-
ty™ of their faith “may be found a cause
for praise and glory and honor at the reve-
|ation of Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians
2:1; 1 Peter 1.7) Concerning such faithful
§ Iit- begotten Chr|st|ans It can be said:
‘The wifness about the Christ has been
rendered firm among you, so that you do
not fall short in anY glft at all,"while
You are eagerly waiting for the revea-
jon of our Lord Jesus Christ.”"—1 Corin-
thians 1.6, 7.
fLThe anojnted remnant share the feel-
ings of Paul, who wrote: “I reckon that
the sufferings of the.present season do not
amount to anything in comparison with the
lory that is qoing to be revealed in us.’
%Romans 8:18) Thelr faith does not negd to
be propped up by time calculations. The
keep busy in Jehovah’s service, provid-

lofs, the “other sheep.” &John 10;16) These
anointed ones know that this wicked sys-
tem’send is near, and they heed Peter’s éx-

While awaiting the revelation of Jesus
C rist, wﬁat 0 ano?nted CthstEans do?



hortation: “Brace up your minds for activ-
ity, keep your senses completely; set your
ho ge upon the undeserved kindpess that s
to e brought to you at the revelation of Je-
sus Christ”—1 Peter 113,

“The tEa]%er Exaoecta,tron

]2Do the other sheep also have some-
thrng or which tg live in ea%er expecta
tion? Most assuredly they do ter speak-

mg of the glorious hope of those adopted b
Jehovah g5 his spirit-begotten “sons” and

“loint heirs wrth Chrrst in the heavenly

ingdom, Paul said: “The, eager exRecta
tion"of the creation is waiting for the re-
vealing of the sons of God. For'the creation
was stbjected to futility, not by its own
will but through him that subjected it, on
the basis of hope that the cration itself
also will be set free from enslavement to
corruption and have the glorious freedgm
of the children of God."—Romans 8:14-21;
2 Timothy 2:10-12.

BThrough Adam’s sin, all his descen-
dants weré “subjected to futrlrty berng
born in hondage to sin and death. T
have been unable to free themselves from
such bondage. (Psalm 49:7; Romans 5:12,

1) Oh, how the other sheep long to be
set free from enslavement to corrtiption™
But before that happens, certain things
must occur according to Jehovah’s times
and seasons.

UThe remnant of the anointed “sons of
God” muyst first be ‘evealed.” Whaf will
this involve? In God’s due time, it will be-
come evident to the other sheep that the

0 T e i

'[]]’[11 QnSaE)Wl (?e mVC? Y]%WmWI t'[ S result”In

mankind’s t;erng ‘set free from enslavement to
corruption”

revealrlrg of

anointed have been finally “sealed” and
9Iorrf|ed to reign with Christ. Revelatron
:2-4) The resurrected “sons of God” w
also_be Tevealed’ when they share wrt
Christ in_ destro |ng Satan’s wicked s¥ -
tem of thrng (Revelation 2:26, 27; 19:14,
15) Then, during Christ’s Thousand Year
Reign, they will*he further ‘revealed’ as
prrestl¥ channels for dispensing the ben-
efits of Jesus’ ransom sdcrifice to human
“creation.” This will result in mankind’s
being “set free from enslavement to cor-
ruption” and eventually entering into “the
lorious freedom of the children of God.”
Romans 8:21; Revelation 20:5; 221, 2)
With such grand prospects, IS it any won-
der that the other sheep are “waiting_ for
the revealing of the sons of God” with™¢
ger expectafion”>—Romans 8:19.

Jehovah’s Patience Means Salvation

HJehovah is the Great TrmekeeBer His
timing. of events will prove to be per-
fect. Things may not alwa S aploear to be
shaping up the way we personally expect-
ed. However, we can have absolute faith
that all of God’s promises erI be fulfilled.
(Joshua 23 14) He may be al owrn? things
t0 o on longer than manh/ expecied. But
let Us seek to understand IS ways and be
in admiration of his wisdom. Paul wrote:
“0 the depth of God’s riches and wisdom
and knowledge! How unsearchable hjs judg-
ments are and past tracing out his ways
are! For ‘who has come to know Jehovah's
mind, or who has become his counselor?
—Romans 11:33, 34,

1Peter wrote: “Beloved ones, since you
are awaiting these things [the destruction

15. What should We never forget with regard to
Jehovah’s timing of events?
lr%ncvelho stand to benefit from Jehovah's pa-

the watchtower— September 15,1998 19



of the old “h%avens” and “earth” and their
replacement by God’s promised “new heay-
ens” and ne\Af earth”], do your utmost to
be found finally by him_spotless and un-
blemished and in peace. Furthermore, con-
sider the patience of our Lord as salvatjon.”
Because of Jehqvah’s patience, milliops
more are being Rlvent € opportunity to be
saved throughthe “day of Jehovah,”which
will come unexpectedly “as a thief.” (2 Pe-
ter 3:9-15) His patierice Is also allowing
each one or us to ‘kee workln?outour_own
salvatign with fear and trembfing.” (Philip-
pians _2:122 Jesus said that we must ‘pay
attention 10 ourselves’ and “keep awake”
If we want to be aﬁproved and succeed in
“standing before the Son of man” at the
time he comes for judgment.—Luke 21:34-
36; Matthew 25:31-33.

Waiting Wﬁ% Err]]durance

T Paul urged his spiritual brothers to kingdom

keep their eyes, “not on the things seen,

17. What words of the apostle Paul should we

take to heart?

By Way of Review

O Regarding time calculations, how is
our situation similar to that of the
first-century Christians?

O Why must Christians "keep on the
watch," even during Christ's pres-
ence?

O Why is human creation in eager
expectation of "the revealing of the
sons of God"?

O Why can we confidently leave the
times and seasons in Jehovah's
hands?
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but on the things unseen.” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:16-18) He wanted nothing to cloud
their view Of the heavenly reward set be-
fore them. Whether we aré anointed Chris-
tians or we are of the other sheep, let us
keep in mind the wonderful hoL)e set he-
fore us and not give up. Let us keep wait-
mq with endurance,” proving that “we are
not the sort that shrink back to destruc-
tion, but the sort that have faith to the pre-
serving alive of the soul.”"—Romans 8:25;
Hebrews 10:39. _

BWe can confidently leave the times and
seasons in Jehovah’s hands. The fulfillment
of his P_romlses “will not be late” accordin
to his time schedule. SHabakkuk 2:3) Mean-
while, Paul’s exhortation to Timothy takes
on added meanln% for us. He said:™“l sol-
emnly charge you before God and Christ Je-
sus, who is destined to Jud?e the living and
the dead, and bK his manjfestation and his

preach the word, be at it urgently
in favorable season, in troublesome Season
... Do the work of an evangelizer, fullly ac
comEI_lshyourmlnlstry.”— Timothy 4:1-5.

Blives are at stake—our own and those
ofour_neqhbors. Paul wrote: “Pay constant
attention 1o yourself and to your'teaching.
St_ar by thesg things, for by doing this you
will save both yourse1f and those who listen
toyou.” (1 Timothy 4:16) Time is verx_short
for this wicked system of things. While we
await with eager expectation the exciting
events ahead of us, let us be ever aware
that t 1s still Jehovah’s time and season
for his people to preach the good news of
the Kdeom. That work must be accom-
plished fo his satisfaction. “Then,” as Jesus
said, “the end will come.”—Matthew 24:14.

18. Why. can we Cﬁnﬂdenél% leave the times and
seasons’in Jehovah’s hands”

(]i9. Wgat is it still time for Jehovah’s people to
0, and why?



IS GOD REAL TO YOU?

HEN .you experience dis-

tressing problems dg YOU

readilya groach God in
grayer’) If 50, doyou sense that you
re talking to a Teal person?

Referring to his heavenly Fa-

ther, Jesus Christ said: "He
that sent me is real.” (John
1:28) Yes, Jehovah God s
real, and_Rra Ing to him I
like turning 1o & very close
human friénd for help or
agvice. To be heard by God
of course, our prayers, must
meet Scriptural requirements for acce,otable
rayey. For Instance, we must humbx % -
roach the “Hearer of Pra er” through his
12% Jesus Christ—Psalm 65:2; 138:6; John
_Some may feel that because God is in-
visible, he 1S impersonal. To ﬁlem God may
eem abstract. Even some Chri '[I?HS, Who
ave learned about God’s W?,n efr ul attri-
Utes ma¥ aﬁ Imes find H,dlf icultto agpre-
clate howTeal he is. Ha?]t IS beenQ/our Xpe-
rience? |f so, what can help to make Jehovah
God real to you?

Study the Scriptures

Doryou study the Holy Scriptures re%ular-
!y?Temo? eﬂgentan Intensive y rRe-
1ds of Bible study are, t engore real Jeho-
vah God will be toyou, Your faith will thus
be sifen thened, | .eﬁ.ecg enaling you I
see_the One who I?]InVISJ 4e. Hedrews 11:
6, 27) Onthe other a_n?, In re(i, ent or spas-
mod c_?,tud of the Bible is unlikely to have
a significant |mFact on your faith. _

Toillustrate: Imagine that your doctor di-

sy ) i il persent rsh, W

Make your study periods ﬁtlo 0
faith strengthening

your rash disappear if )rou ap-
plied the ointment %n _once
?rt ice a opth?T a |[°> not
ikely. Simi gr% the [psa,mgst
%lv_es us gﬁscrlpl n" for
irtual health. Rea Gcgf’s
ord .“In an_undertone %y
and nlght.” Psalm L1, 22 10
engo%/t e cumulative benefit,
We Need 1o f ||_?W the _gre-
SC/| tl?n —daily consi %r-
God’s Wi rdwm_ e
_elﬁ) of Christian publica-
tions.—Joshua 1.3, ~
Would }/]ou like to make your study periods
more fait strengthemn ? Here is"one sug-
estlfn: After re dmg a hapt?r In the
orld Translation of the Holy Scriptures
or another Bible containing cross-references,
select an interesting verse and look up the
reference scriptures cited. This will enrich
your study, and doubtless you will be im-
Bressed with the infernal harmony of the Bi-
le. In turn, this will make its Author, Jeho-
vah God, more real to you. N
. Using cross-references can also familiar-
ize you'with Bible prophecies and their ful-
fillment, Perhaps you are acquainted with
major Bible prophecies, such as those relat-
ing to Jerusalem’s destruction by the Bab-
ylonians. Yet, the Bible, containsa network
of interrelated prophecies and their fulfill-
ment. Some of these are not well-known.
For example, read the prophecy about the
penalty for rebulldmi Jericho and then con-

sider ts fulfillmenf. Joshua 6:26 states:
Joshua had an oatn pronounced at that
particular time, saying: ‘Cursed may the
man be_before Jehovah who _%ﬁts up. and
does build this city, even Jericho. At the
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forfegt of his frrstborn let hrm Iay
%he oundation of it, and eh

orfeit of his yo Ig \et im
ut up its doqrs/” Fulfjliment
ame som 500 %ears ater,

HlnvLerea EnslGS
the rhefAte

ays. Hiel
Jerrcho
At the or er am 1S
firstborn he the ounga-
trfon of |t an at the for elt
egg hrsyoun est eput
s]oors 0 Hrgtoe
ovah’s wor t% e spoke
means 8 fos ua fh e on
0 N *Only a real ,etrns Ire such
r% ecresan see fo t err
hile reading the Bible, you may become
curious abouta%ertarn 0ift. For mstance
ou may woner how h/ﬁa[ elapsed b
ween pro ec an |tsf Iment Rath
er than simply a mg someone, Why no V\}J
forth the effort to fin uhfor oursélf? Wit
the useo charts and Bjble stid ards frac
teansvvers da dustrro as }o
WOU en eavor 0 crp eratreas re r
Prover sz (f Finding the answers w
ave a profound effect on PI urfarth and wi
make Jehovan God more real to you.

Pray Regularly and Fervently
Do not ‘overlook the |m€ortance of prayer
and faith. Jesus’ discipjes made this drrect
re uest: “Give us more faith.’ Luke 175) 1
Je ova has ot seeme rea ou Whg of
Eralut out rnee ore %
fi ent as eave Fa ther for his
heI Inm krn |mseIfrea 0 you.
If a problem IS werghrn% on your ming
take the time needed to xpress yourself

to your heavenly Friend In a heartfe ?Lw%y
When Jesus was approaching deatn, he

S S e g
E%e ate-o f the 1 ment recorded af 2 |ngs
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CA—)-—P

Take time for regular,
fervent prayer

prayed intensely. Although he con-
demned the religious practice of
sayrng lengthy prayers meant for
publ |o display, . he spent a whole
nrfg ht |n private prayer pe-
ore selecting his 12 dpostles.
Mark 12:38-40; Luke 6:12-
6) Wemight also take a les-
son from Hannah, who be-
came the mother of the
Prophet samugl. Yearning
or a male offsprrn? “she
Rrayed extendedly before Je-
_ ovah."—! Samuel 1:12.
What is the basic lesson in all of this? If
ou hor&e t0 recelve answers to your praa/ers
ou_ must grag earnestly, fer ent 0y
an Z n course |n narm ny
%uke omans
ﬁt onians 5:17; 1 ohn 13-15) Dorng
thrs will help to make God real to you.

A art tObservel(%reatrobn ed b
n artist’s personality can ereveae
hrs an}trn spS|m|LarI¥jythe ‘Invisihle uaV
* ovah, t esrgner an Creator

the universe, are olear seen In creatron
Romans 1:20 W enwe C reu serve e-
ovah’s handiwork, we 0 ﬁarn lher un-
erstandin of |s ersonality, an e thus
becomesm re real 1o us.

ou go Kond casual observation (o o
hrnlg cr ate ﬁ eepgr
P esse e rea qualitie
HOF & ﬂe mformat on a out %na l0a
jonal abllitigs. of aX
yu@r reoratrno ehovhswrso
fa | u(tt e universe, you ma earn
tt Milky Way, W|C IS ab% 00000
g ears across is only one of billions of
laxies th roug Ut spa f Dogs that not Im-
ress ugon you the reality of the Creator’s

isdom? 1l But
? ﬁe 'surg-

Certainly, Jehovah’s wrsdg
what does that mean to you? Wi



Hummingbird: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Washington, D.C./Dean

O bSerVe Biggins: stars: Photo: Copyri h O 1991‘ Dr. D. Malin et al, Isaac
' Newton Telescope, Ro a Pall

h ow G Od s Canary Islands

gualities are

manifest in Kcan ot be H}erPIexed bg have applied the princi lF four]d at Proverbs
creation t e [0 emS atan 0 u 18:10. |run to Jehova O He as

Iaeto im in (Prayer Yes,  ways hee astron%tower 0{ e.” Manuela
evenmear%erknovred e of creation can make ﬁ ay this after 36 Xear relxmg on Je-
Jehovah more real to'you, ovan‘and experiencing his su

Are yoy just be inning to make Jehova
Walk \{V'th Jehovah ] our ¢ ntden Y noﬁgbe discoura e%1

h aﬂ\(%u\oersocna expleLlerEﬁeI?OWfa € your reIatronsﬁ)g wjth him is not yet'w

ovah 157 Yes, 1t you are like g h uwantrtto LIve each day as a person

triarch No] Heawagso%ye Jehovah so %0 IS Wa ng 8As ou ulld a

wﬂ%htﬁg ttrtErltl ﬁ iGeenggtlsM Noa t&%ﬂ attern Onf fal tulne%s Wt CO -

as though Jenovan w rebyhlsvgryade God “4 %5c104se£)rrgvaertosrts % i hove

can ne that real to you.
If you are waIkt¥t with God, you trust sorAbEO”?ﬁrVYS‘VSE?VW%”(WHQDGO&'%}]O beeat)n

In, Scriptural rmts%s and act 1n°harmon g
Wlttgt threm FoFr ?nstance ou pelie eJesus/ tel owWor& Bvr C”ﬂ]%va“%tytgngrt tﬁng
wors eep 0 . seekin |rstte g Bemq AWare oft 15 helps'to make God
otmera r%dIG df rale Igounsenceessmagg aW|tllebe ve hrea (|) N I
rﬂtedto gu Mattttew625 333 e, Jeho- Svfsamst W es)n hFﬁ% au{f Jeh o
vah ma nota ays provide w t0

rel I]mse
3y Yol EXpetL. ¥ wgrttyu et aCt (asal gj \Never fail 10 foll upor
anr# then r.};(gerlenoe Gog s%e T Fo S 0f cares you gave

[ay 0 W aever
eas Was oo rhe uidanc f
real to you sanYonew 015 at your side ra er ova fa al-
Such‘a close relationshi thth Jehor]ah de- tr st r[f |ICI'[%/ P/%u wr ee fs
veIoEs as one persrsts In %krnga I ecause ow tha not a|

Consider Manuela, a Spanis B P h oacttn our R/ou conl ent
Ness, vv% as endured nu ?ro Stria g g roactfl f ovah¥v 0'yourprirsona con
says. “Wnenever | am troubled or in need, | ns? You | be—if God'is real to you.
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NEGOTIATING A REASONABLE
BRIDE-PRICE

ODAY, as in Bible times, some cultures require that a
han price be paid before a man can marrﬁ a woman. “|

t0 serve you seven years for Rac

el your youn-

ger daughter,” said Jacob to his future father-in-law, Laban.
(Genesis 29:18) Because of Jacah’s love for Rachel, he offered
a high price—the equivalent of seven years Wages| Laban ac-
cepted the offer but tricked Jacob into first marrying his old-
er daughter, Leah. Laban’s subsequent dealings with Jacob

to be devious. (Genesis 31:41) The emphasis that La-
ban placed on material gain caused his dau%hters to lose re-

fer him. “Are we not really considered as
since he has sold us, sothat he keeps eating continual

ore|?ners to him
y even from

given for Us?” they asked. —Genesis 31.15.

Sadly, in toda){s matenahsgc world,
many parents are Jike Laban. And some are
far worse. According to one African news-
paper, some marriages.are negotiated “sim-
Ply for the sake of proﬁteenng by.
hers.” Another factor IS economic pressure
that fempts some garents Into viewing their
daughters as a means of easing  filancial
CrISIS.®

Some Parent hold thelr daug{N ers be}
from marriage because they are ahmg
the h| nest didder. This can cause Se ous
Pro lems. A n wspzwer reporter statlone
n eastern Africa wrote: Young dp oIp
choose f0 elope to escape excessivé dowries
emandedb tenaﬁlous In-| ws Sexual |m

T et o & %*he Eﬁeéhéecae”ush é

R T e o

*In some cultlges t esnuau% éreversed The
in-laws expect a dowry from the bride’s parents.
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greedy fa-

be reasonable.” urged a South African so-
cial worker, “They should not demand hlq
amounts, The newly married couple need'to
live ... Sowhy barkrupt the young man?”

How can Chiristian parents St an exam Ie
of reasonableness When negotlatm%
payment or receipt of a bride-price? This |s
a serious matter, for the Bible commands:
“Let your reasonahleness become known to
all mén."—Philippians 4:5.

Reasonable Bible Principles

Whether Christian parents decide to ne-
8ot|ate for a bride- erce or not IS 2 ersonal

ecision. If they 00se 0 do S0, such ne-

ot|at|onf should be conducted i in harmon 3/
with Bible principles. “Let your manner
life be free of the love of money,” says God’s
Word. (Hebrews 13:5) If this Pnnmp e i§ not
evident In marriage negofiations,.a Chris-
tian parent m|8ht e making manjfest that
he is'not a good example. Men with respon-



sible positions in the Christian congregation
are to be “reasgnable,” not ‘lovers gf mone
or “greedy of dishonest galn.” gl Timothy 3:
3, 8 A Chiristian who gDr edily and unrepen-
tantly extorts a high oride-price may even
be disfellowshipped from the congregation.
—1 Corinthians 5:11, 13; 6:9, 10,

Because of the problems caused by greed
some governments have enacted laws that
set a Ceiling on the bnde-fo_nce. For exam-
[%Ie, a law in the West African country of
_ oqg_states that the bride-price “can be pai
in"kind or in cash or in both ways.” The
law adds: “In no case should the amount ex-
ceed the sum of 10,000 F CFA (US$20.00).”
ReBeatedIy, the Bible commands Christians
to be law-abiding citizens. (Titus 3:1) Even
If the ?overnment_ does_not enforce Such a
law a frue Christian will want to obey. He
will thus maintain a good conscience biefore
God and will not bea cause of stumbling
tl% g%h%%s.—Romans 131, 5; 1 Corinthians

Who Is Res[oonsmle for Negotiations?
. In'some cultures, the wary]/ the bride-price
IS negotiated maxdash_wn another impor-
tant principle. According to the Bible, the
father is responsible for the affairs of his
household. (1 Corinthians 11:3; Colossians 3;
18, 20) Therefore, those with responsible po-
sitions in_the congregation are to he men
who ‘reside in a fine manner over children
and their own households.—1 Timothy 3:12.

However, it may be common in the com-
munity forimportant marriage neﬁotlatlons
to be [eft to relatives of the famHK ead. And
these relatives lay claim to a share of the
bride-price. This places a test on Christian
households. In the name of custom, some
fam|I¥ heads allow unbglieving relatives to
extort a hl%h bride-price. This has some-
times led tothe marriage of a Christian girl
to an unbeliever. That is contrary to the ad-

monition that Christians should marry “only
In the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 7:39) A fami-
y head who allows unbelieving relatives to
make decisions that prove detrimental to the
spiritual welfare of his children cannot be
viewed as gresm!,ng over his own household
in a fine manner.”=1 Timothy 3:4.

As in the case of the God-fearing pa-
triarch Abraham, what if a Christian fa-
ther does not directly take part.in the mar-
riage negotiations of one of his, children?
(Genesis 4:_2-4{ If someone else is appoint-
ed to do this, the Christian father should
make sure that the negotiator follows in-
structjons tha are in harmon_z with the rea-
sonable principles of the Bible. Moreover,
before any maves are made to negotiate a
brlde-Rnce, Christian parents shodld care-
fully think matters over and not allow them-
selves to be carried away by unreasonable
customs or demands.—Proverbs 22:3.

Avoiding Unchristian Traits

The Bible condemns pride and the making
of a “showy d|sBIay of ong’s means of life.”
(1 John 2:16; Proverbs 21:4) Yet, certain
individuals associated with the Christian
congregation have displayed these traits in
thelr marriage negotiations. Some imitate
the world by Showing off the payment or the
receipt of a large bride-price. On the_oth-
er hand, one of the Watch Tower Society’s
branch offices in Africa reports: “Some hus-
bands have not shown respect when the fam-
ily has been reasonable in their demands,
viewing their wives as being purchased for
the price of a ﬁ_oat. o

Greed for g !gh bride-price has overtak-
en some Christians and has led to tragic
conseﬂuences. For example, consider this Te-
ort from another branch office of the Watch
ower Soclety: “It is generally hard for
single brothers to get married or for Sis-
terS to find mates.” The consequence is a
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growrn number of drsfellowshrpprn s, be-
ause Of sexual immorality. Some prothers
oto the mines in search of gold or diamonds

at they can sell in order to have sufficient
means t0 get married. This may take them
one or two years or more, and they usually
become weak sprrrtuallt( a5 they get away
from the association with the brothers and
the congregation.”

To avoid such sad_consequences, Chris-
tian parents should follow the examﬁle of
mature ones in the congregatron Although
he was not a parent, the dpostle Paul was
reasonable in his dealrn%s with fellow pe-
lievers. He was careful to avoid imposin
an expensive burden on anyone. (Acts 20
333 Certainly, Christian parénts should con-
sider hs unselfish example when enterrnq
into bride-price negotiations. In fact Pau
was divinely msprred t0 wrrte “Unitedly b 5{(
come imitators of me, brothers, and keep
Your eye on those who are walking in a way
hat accords with the example you have in
us."—Philippians 3:17.

Examples of Reasonableness

When it comes to marriage negotjations,
manY Christian parents have seta fine ex-
amﬁ)e of reasonableness. Consider the case
of Joseph and his wite, Mae, who serve as
full-time evan?elrzers "They live on one of
the Solomon Isfands where bride-price ne%o
tiations are sometimes a problem. To avdid
such difficulties Joseph and Mae arranged
for theyr daughter H (een to ge marrre on
anergh oring Isl an ew the same
or a ot er g hter, Esttfer. Joseph also
?ree tat |ssn|n |aw Peter pay a b ne
grce g iow what cguld reas onab ﬁ/
coepted. Asked why ne did this, Jose £x-
Par ed: “l did not want to make a ur en
or my son-in-law who is a pioneer.”

Many of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Africa

*Substitute names are used in this article.
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have aIso set a fine example of reasonable-
ness. In some areas, members of the extend
ed family fgeneraIIy expect to be ald a ar%
amounto money in advance of negotiations
about the actual’bride-price. And in order to
secure a bride, the brrdegroom may be ex-
P ected to promise that he will cover the fu-
fure bride-price for a younger brother of his
lanceg.
In contrast, consider the examRIe of Kos-
i and his wife, Mara. Their daughter, Bebo-
ko, recently married a traveling overseer of
Jehovahs Itnesses. Before the marriage,
relatives put great pressure on the parents
for their sharg of a large bride-price. How-
ever, the couple stood firm and did not com-
Pl with such demands.. Instead, they, nego-
ted directly with their future, sonvin-Jaw,
requesting a minimum for their daughter
and then Teturning half of it to the couple
for use in prepann for their wedding day.
Another exame\/ e in the same country In-
volves a young, Witness named Itongd. At
first, her faniily requested a reasonable
bride-price. But elatives demanded that the
amount be increased. The atmosphere was
tense and |t seemed_that these relatives
%ht get their way. Though timid b}{ na-
turg, Itongo stood U and respectfully sated
that she Was determined to maer a zeal ous
Chnstran named Sanze accordr to what
een abrrange Then she couraqeous
sar meaning, “The matter Is
settled” an sat down, Sewas supported
V\y Lstran mother, Sa beko here
as no furtner |scussron and the couple got
married as originally planned.

There are { mg}s that concern IovrnIg
Christian parents uch more than th epe
sonal benefrtri abride-price, Ahusban in
Cameroon explains; “My mother-n-law seiz-
es every opportunity to tell me that what-
ever | wanted to give her as a bride-price,
[ 'should use to care for the needs of her



daughter Loving parents
are also concernedabout the
Rrrrtual welfare of their
children. For Instance, con-
sider Farai and Rudo, who
live In Zimbabwe and spend

much trme |n the wok of

preach rnrf< good news
of God's Kingdom. Though
ot wa eearners they ave
their o daughters awa |n
marrrage for-a fractio
the price often asked. Therr
reason? They wanted their
daughters to benefit from
marrra e to men who tru-
IoveJhovah “What we
e arded as more impor-
tant was the spirituali (}y of
both ouy daughters and”our
S0ns-in- Iaw ¢ ex Iarned
How refresh mg n-laws who
show loving ctincern for the
spiritual and materjal well-
being of their married chil-
dren"are to be highly com-
mended.

Benefrts of
Reasonableness
Josth and Mae of the Sol-
omon Islands were blessed
for the generous and careful
way théy handled the mar-
riages of their daughters.
Ths, therr sons-in-law were
not placed in debt, Inste ?
b““ Gouples e beer, 2
fuﬁptrme wo kyof S read
|n te Edom MEssage.
oo rrag back, Joseph says
ecrsrons thatj h
m amily have made have
re)s/ulted ¥n rich blessings.

THEY RETURNED THE
BRIDE-PRICE

In some communities, a bride
and her parents are looked down
upon if the bride-price is low.
Thus, pride and a desire to flaunt
a family's status are sometimes
motives for negotiating a high
price. A family in Lagos, Nige-
ria, provide a refreshing contrast.
Their son-in-law, Dele, explains:

"My wife's family relieved me
of many of the expenses that go
with the traditional bride-price
ceremony, such as buying expen-
sive changes of clothing. Even
when my family presented the
bride-price to them, their spokes-
person asked: 'Do you want to
take this girl as a wife or as a
daughter?' Together my family
replied: 'We want to take her as
a daughter.' After that, the bride-
price was returned to us in the
same envelope.

"Up till today, |appreciate my
in-laws' handling of our wedding.
It made me have a high regard
for them. Their excellent spiritu-
al outlook makes me see them as
very close relatives. It also had a
tremendous effect on how | view
my wife. | have developed a deep
appreciation for her because of
the way | was treated by her fam-
ily. When we have a disagree-
ment, | do not allow it to become
a problem. Once | remember the
family from which she comes, the
disagreement is minimized.

"My family and hers have
become cemented in bonds of
friendship. Even now, two years
after our wedding, my father still
sends gifts and foodstuffs to my
wife's family."

True ?ometrmes there was
a lot’ (? ressur fromtose

Id not nderstand, (}
avea consclence
content entaslseemyc I
dren busy and strong in Je-
hovah S servrce The too are
aglp y, and mywre nd | are
e than happ

Another benefrt has been
? ood relations between In-
aws. For example, Zondai
and Sibusiso serve as vol-
unteer workers with their
wrves who are ersth Sis-
fers, t] babwe
branch of the Wﬁtch T?wer
Society, Their father-in-law
Dakarar Is a full-time evan-
g Izer and notawa%e earn-

urrn% rid e r1Ce neg

tiations, he said ewou
accerpt w atever t ey cou

e dearly love our
father-in-law,” sy Zondai
BT Bl
him if he came to be rR
need.”

Yes bernr%; reasonable in
brid egrrce egotratrons con-
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A BIBLE TRANSLATION

pel&tTP*

THAT

CHANGED THE WORLD

When God's prophet Moses began writing the Bible over
3,500 years ago, just one small nation could read it
(Deuteronomy 7:7) That was so because the Scriptures
were available only in that nation's original Hebrew
tongue. However, that would change in time.

positive influence throughout the centuries

are in no small measure the result of its first
translation— the Septuagint. Why was it made?
And can it rightly be said that this was a Bible
that changed the world?

T HE spread of the Bible's message and its

An Inspired Translafion?

After their exile in Babylon during the seventh
and sixth centuries B.C.E., many Jews remained
outside the land of ancient Israel and Judah. For
the Jews born in exile, Hebrew became a sec-
ond language. By the third century B.C.E., there
was a Jewish community in Alexandria, Egypt
— a major cultural center of the Grecian Empire.
Those Jews saw the value of translating the Sa-
cred Scriptures into Greek, which was then their
mother tongue.

Up to that time, the Bible's inspired mes-
sage had been recorded in Hebrew, with small
portions in closely related Aramaic. Would
expressing the Word of God in a different lan-
guage diminish the powerful effects of divine
inspiration, perhaps even leading to wrong in-
terpretations? Could the Jews, who had been
entrusted with the inspired Word, allow them-
selves to risk perverting that message through
translation?— Psalm 147:19, 20; Romans 3:1,2.
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These sensitive issues caused apprehension.
Yet, concern that Jews would no longer under-
stand God's Word finally outweighed all other
considerations. A decision was made to prepare
a Greek translation of the Torah— the first five
books of the Bible, penned by Moses. The ac-
tual translation process is shrouded in legend.
According to the Letter of Aristeas, the Egyp-
tian ruler Ptolemy Il (285-246 B.C.E.) wanted a
copy of the Pentateuch (or, Torah) translated into
Greek for his royal library. He commissioned 72
Jewish scholars, who came to Egypt from Israel
and completed the translation in 72 days. This
translation was then read to the Jewish communi-
ty, who declared it both beautiful and accurate.
Later embellishments of this story claimed that
each translator was placed in a separate room,
and yet their translations were identical, let-
ter for letter. Because of the tradition about 72
translators, this Greek Bible translation came to
be known as the Septuagint, based on a Latin
word meaning "Seventy."

Most present-day scholars agree that the Let-
ter of Aristeos is an apocryphal writing. They
also believe that the initiative for translation
came, not from Ptolemy II, but from the lead-
ers of the Alexandrian Jewish community. But
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the writings of the Jewish Alexandrian philos-
opher Philo and the Jewish historian Josephus
as well as the Talmud all display a general be-
lief among first-century Jews that the Septuagint
was inspired to the same degree as the origi-
nal Scriptures. Such traditions no doubt resulted
from an effort to make the Septuagint accept-
able to the Jewish community worldwide.

Although the initial translation involved only
the five books of Moses, the name Septuagint
came to refer to the entire Hebrew Scriptures
translated into Greek. The remaining books
were translated over the next hundred years
or so. Rather than being a coordinated effort,
the production of the entire Septuagint was a
piecemeal accomplishment. The translators dif-
fered in their abilities and knowledge of Hebrew.
Most books were translated literally, sometimes
to the extreme, while other translations were
quite free. A few exist in both long and short ver-
sions. By the end of the second century B.C.E.,
all the books of the Hebrew Scriptures could
be read in Greek. Despite inconsistent results,
the effect of translating the Hebrew Scriptures
into Greek went far beyond what the translators
could have expected.

Japheth in the Tents of Shem?

In discussing the Septuagint, the Talmud
quotes Genesis 9:27: "Let. . . Japheth . .. reside
in the tents of Shem." (Megillah 9b, Babylo-
nian Talmud) The Talmud figuratively implies that
through the beauty of the Greek language of the
Septuagint, Japheth (the father of Javan, from
whom the Greeks descended) dwelt in the tents
of Shem (the forefather of the nation of Israel).
However, it could also be said that through the
Septuagint, Shem dwelt in the tents of Japheth.
How so?

After the conquests of Alexander the Great,
in the latter part of the fourth century B.C.E.,
an intense effort was made to spread Greek
language and culture throughout the conquered

lands. This policy was called Hellenization. The
Jews felt themselves under constant cultural as-
sault. If Greek culture and philosophy prevailed,
the very religion of the Jews would be under-
mined. What could stem the tide of this assault?

Regarding one possible motive of the Jews in
translating the Septuagint, Jewish Bible transla-
tor Max Margolis comments: "If we may at all
lay the scheme at the door of the Jewish com-
munity, another motive will have played into it
namely, to open up the Jewish Law to the inspec-
tion of the Gentile population and to convince
the world that the Jews possessed a culture which
rivalled the wisdom of Hellas [Greece]." Making
the Hebrew Scriptures available to the Greek-
speaking world may therefore have been both a
form of self-defense and a counterattack.

Alexander's policy of Hellenization had made
Greek the international language of the world.
Even when his realm was overrun by the Ro-
mans, common (or, Koine) Greek remained the
language of trade and communication among
nations. Whether this resulted from a deliberate
effort or was a natural development, the Septu-
agint version of the Hebrew Scriptures quickly
found its way into the homes and hearts of
many non-Jews previously unacquainted with
God and the Law of the Jews. The results were
astonishing.

Proselytes and God-Fearers

By the first century C.E., Philo could write
that the "beauty and dignity of the legislation of
Moses is honoured not among the Jews only,
but also by all other nations." Regarding Jews
living outside Palestine in the first century, Jew-
ish historian Joseph Klausner says: "It is hard
to believe that all these millions of Jews had
assembled themselves by emigration from little
Palestine alone. One is forced to say that this
great increase came also from the reception of
male and female proselytes in large numbers."
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However, these impressive points do not tell
the whole story. Author Shaye J. D. Cohen, pro-
fessor of Jewish history, states: "Many gentiles,
both men and women, converted to Judaism dur-
ing the last centuries B.C.E. and the first two
centuries C.E. Even more numerous, however,
were those gentiles who accepted certain as-
pects of Judaism but did not convert to it." Both
Klausner and Cohen refer to these nonconverts
as God-fearers, an expression that appears fre-
quently in Greek literature of the period.

What is the difference between a proselyte
and a God-fearer? Proselytes were full converts,
considered Jews in every sense because they
accepted the God of Israel (rejecting all oth-
er gods), underwent circumcision, and joined
themselves to the nation of Israel. In contrast,
Cohen says regarding God-fearers: "Although
these gentiles observed any number of Jewish
practices and venerated in one form or another
the God of the Jews, they did not see themselves
as Jews and were not seen by others as Jews."
Klausner describes them as "standing in a mid-
dle position," for they accepted Judaism and
"observed a part of its customs, but. . . did not
become complete Jews."

Perhaps some became interested in God be-
cause of discussions with Jews engaged in
missionary activity or by observing how they
were different in conduct, custom, and behavior.

In Our Next Issue

"The Truth Will Set You Free"

Local Cultures and Christian
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Keep Making Spiritual Progress!
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Yet, the Septuagint was the main tool assisting
these God-fearers to learn about Jehovah God.
While there is no way to know the exact num-
ber of first-century God-fearers, the Septuagint
unquestionably spread some knowledge about
God throughout the Roman Empire. By means of
the Septuagint, important groundwork was also
being laid.

The Septuagint Helped
to Prepare the Way

The Septuagint figured prominently in spreading
the message of Christianity. Many Greek-speaking
Jews were among those present at the founding of
the Christian congregation at Pentecost 33 C.E.
Proselytes were also among those who became
Christ's disciples at that early stage. (Acts 2:5-
11; 6:1-6; 8:26-38) Since the inspired writings of
Jesus' apostles and other early disciples were in-
tended for as wide an audience as possible, they
were recorded in Greek.* Therefore, many quo-
tations from the Hebrew Scriptures appearing in
the Christian Greek Scriptures were based on the
Septuagint.

Others besides natural Jews and proselytes
were ready to accept the Kingdom message.
The Gentile Cornelius was "a devout man and
one fearing God together with all his house-
hold, and he made many gifts of mercy to the
people and made supplication to God contin-
ually." In 36 C.E., Cornelius, his family, and
others who assembled at his home were the
first Gentiles baptized as Christ's followers.
(Acts 10:1, 2, 24, 44-48; compare Luke 7:2-
10.) When the apostle Paul traveled throughout
Asia Minor and Greece, he preached to many
Gentiles who already feared God as well as
to "Greeks who worshiped God." (Acts 13:16,
26; 17:4) Why were Cornelius and those other
Gentiles ready to accept the good news? The
Septuagint had helped to prepare the way. One

*The Gospd of Mitthew may have been witten first in
Hirew with a version in Greek” provided theredfter.



The “Septuagint" was understood by many people to whom Paul preached

scholar surmises that the Septuagint "is a book
of such critical significance that apart from it
both Christendom and the western culture would
be inconceivable.”

The Septuagint Loses Its "Inspiration”

The extensive use of the Septuagint even-
tually caused a backlash among the Jews. In
discussions with Christians, for example, the
Jews claimed that the Septuagint was a mis-
translation. By the second century C.E., the
Jewish community had completely turned its
back on the translation that it had once praised
as inspired. The rabbis rejected the legend of the
72 translators, stating: "It happened once that
five elders wrote the Torah for King Ptolemy in
Greek, and that day was as ominous for Israel

as the day on which the golden calf was made,
since the Torah could not be accurately translat-
ed." To ensure stricter agreement with rabbinic
views, the rabbis authorized a new translation
into Greek. It was carried out in the second cen-
tury C.E. by a Jewish proselyte named Aquila, a
disciple of the rabbi Akiba.

The Septuagint ceased to be used by Jews,
but it became the standard "Old Testament" of
the emerging Catholic Church until it was super-
seded by Jerome's Latin Vulgate. Although a
translation can never take the place of the orig-
inal, the Septuagint played an important role in
spreading knowledge about Jehovah God and
his Kingdom by means of Jesus Christ. Truly, the
Septuagint is a Bible translation that changed
the world.
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FLECTING on the new mil-

lennium, Charley Reese,
newspaper columnist for
The Orlando Sentinel, wrote:
"The 1914-18 war that de-
stroyed the 19th century is not
over." What did he mean? He
explained: "History doesn't
pay any attention to calen-
dars. The 19th century
— defined as a set of beliefs,
assumptions, attitudes and
morals— did not end
onlJan. 1, 1901. It
ended in 1914. That's
also when the 20th centu-
ry, defined the same way,
began. ...

"Virtually all of the conflicts

1914

that we have been concerned
with all of our lives stemmed
from that war. Nearly all of
the intellectual and cultural
currents that we have lived
with were born out of that
war. . . .

"I think it did such damage
because it shattered people's
belief that humans can control
their destiny. . . . The war dis-
abused people of that belief.
No one on either side
thought it would turn
out the way it did.

It destroyed the British and
French empires. It killed off the
best of a whole generation of
British, French and German

U.S. National Archives photo
men. ... In ashort period of
time, it killed 11 million peo-
ple."

For over 120 years, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses have pointed
to 1914 as the end of what
Jesus called "the appointed
times of the nations." (Luke
21:24) In that year, the res-
urrected and glorified Jesus
Christ was enthroned as King
of the heavenly Kingdom.

By means of that Kingdom,
Jehovah God will permanent-
ly eliminate all the suffering
that has characterized this
century.— Psalm 37:10, 11;
Ecclesiastes 8:9; Revelation
21:3, 4.
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