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Can You Tell
Right Fram

Wrong?

"I was personally responsible for killing
about 25 people. ... | have an image of
it in my mind every night, every day. | have
nightmares. ... | can go somewhere and
see a face that reminds me of the people
that | killed. | can see that vividly, just like
it's happened today, right now. ... |can't
forgive myself for the things 1did."— V.S.

"I was ordered to go in there and destroy
the enemy. ... Idid not sit down and think
in terms of men, women and children. . . .
| felt then and | still do that | acted as |
was directed, and | carried out the orders
that 1 was given and | do not feel wrong in
doing so."- W.C.

N March 16,1968, the two men
Oquoted above participated in
_ what would later be judged an
infamous war crime. They, along with
other soldiers, entered d small Viet-
namese wllaﬁ;_e and slaughtered hun-
dreds of civilians—including women,
children, and elderly men. “But note
thf contrastm%_reac lons of these two
soldiers. The Tirst soldier is_clearly
tormented by what he did. The sec-
ond feels that his actions were justi-
fied. How can two people respond so
differently to the same experience?

The answer has to do with con-
science—a God-given faculty that

Upper war scene: : U.S. Signal Corps photo

helps us to Iook_s%uar_ely at ourselves and judge
our actions and intentions. Conscience IS our in-
ner sense of right and wrong.

When making decisions, some people fall
back on. the adage, “Let your conscience he
your guide.” Sadly, however, the conscience is
not always reliable, Indeed, many have tolerat-
ed and even committed horrible atrocities, and
their consciences have not troybled them at all.
(John 16:2; Acts 8:1) As English novelist Sam-
Uel Butler once observed, the conscience “soon
Iheaves_tqff talking to those who do not wish to

ear It.

Can you trust your conscience? The answer
|argely"depends upon how well it is trained, as
the following article will show.

the watchtower—September i, 1998 3



Gan tootrust
your Conscience?

DER normal circumstances, the com-
pass s a trustworthy instrument. Its
=~ needle, oriented by the earth’s maq-
netic field, consistently paints north. Travel-
ers can thus rely onthé compass for direction
when there are’no landmarks to quide them.
But what happens when a ma%ne IC object IS
placed near the compass? The needle will
swing toward the magnet instead of point-
mggnorth._lt IS no longer a reliable guide.
omething similar can happen to the hy-
man conscience. The Creator implanted this
faculty in us to serve as a reliable guide.
Since we are made in God’s image, thg con-
science_should consistently point us in the
right direction when we need to make deci-
sions, It should move us to reflect the moral
standards of God. (Genesis 1:27) Frequent-
ly, 1t does. For example, the Christian apos-
tle Paul wrote that even some who are with-
out God’s revealed law “do by nature the
things of the law,” Why? Bécause “their
conscience is bearing witness with them.”
—Romans 2:14, 15. _

Nevertheless, the cqnscience does not al-
ways speak UP when it should. Because of
human' imperfection, we are inclined to do
things that we know are wrong. “| real-
lK delight in the law of God acCording to
the man | am within,” admitted Paul, "but
| behold i my members another law war-
ring against.the law of my mind and, lead-
ing”me captive to sin’s law that is in my
members, (IRom_ans 1:22, 23) 1f we give In
to wrong inclinations often enough, otr con-
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science may gradually become dulled and
eventually Cease telling us that such con-
duct Is wrong. _

Despite_imperfection, however, we can
align our conscience with God’s standards.
Indeed, it is vital that we do so. A clean,
Properly trained conscience not only leads
0 awarm, personal relationship with God
but is essential to our salvation. (Hebrews
10:22; 1 Peter 1:15,16) Furthermorg, a goo_d
conscience will help Us to make wise deci-
sions in life, which will lead to our peace
and happiness. The psalmist said of 4 per-
son with such a conscience: “The law of his
God is in his heart; his steps will not wob-
ble."—Psalm 37:3L.

_ Training the Conscience

Tramm? the conscience involves more
than simply memarizing a list_of laws and
then strictly adnhering to'them. That is what
the Pharisées of Jesus’ day did. These re-
ligious leaders knew the Law and had de-
véloped a detailed tradition, supposedly to
help the people to avoid transgressing’the
Law. Thus, they were quick to protest when
Jesus’ dlsmples plucked grain on the Sab-
hath and ate the kernels, And they chal-
enged Jesus when he healed a man’s with-
ered hand on the Sabbath. (Matthew 12:1,
2,9, 10) Both of these acts, according to
he Pharisees’ tradition, constituted a Vio-
ation of the fourth commandment.—Exo-
dus 20:8-11, _ _

Clearly, the Pharisees studied the Law.




But were their consciences aligned with
God’s standards? Hardly! Why, Just after
nitpicking about what they thought to be a
shocking Infraction of the Sabbath requla-
tion, the Pharisees took counsel against Je-
sus “that they might destroy him.” (Mat-
thew, 12:14) Imagine—these ‘self-righteous
religious leaders bristled at the ided of eat-
ing freshly plucked grain and of healmg on
the Sabbath; but theY had no qualms about
plotting Jesus’ death! o

The chigf priests manifested similar
twisted thinking. These corrupt men felt
not a twinge of guilt when they offered Ju-
das 30 pieces of Silver from the temple trea-
sury to betray Jesus. But when Judas un-
exBectedI réturned the money, throwin
It back into the temple, the consciences 0
the chief priests were confronted with a Je-
gal dilemma. “It is not lawful,” theK said,
to drop them [the coins] into the sa-
cred treasury, because_they are the price
of blood.” (Matthew 2]:3-6}: Evidently, the
chief priests were worried that Judas” mon-
ey was now unclean. (Compare Deuterono-
my 23:18.) Yet, this same agroup of men saw
nothm? wrong with spending money to buy
the befrayal of God’s Son!

Belng Attuned to God’s Thinking
The above examples show that training
the conscience requires more than filling
the mind with a list of dos and, donts.
Granted, knowledge of God’s laws is essen-
tial, and obedience to them is necessary for
salvation. (Psalm 19:7-11) However, in addj-
tion to learning God’s laws, we must devel-
%)paheart that'is attuned to God’s thinking.
hen we can experience the outworking, of
Jehovah’s prophecy through lsaiah, which
states; “Your eyes must beCome eyes seeing
your Grand InStructor. And your own ears
will hear a word behind you saying: This

is the way. Walk in it, you people,” in case
you people should go to'the right or in case
X?”4%hf%"d go to the left."—lsaiah 30:20,

Of course, this does not mean that when
we are faced with a we|ghtY decision, a it-
eral vojce will tell us what to do. Neverthe-
less, when our thinking is attuned to God’s
thinking on matters, our conscience will be
better €quipped to help us make decisions
that will please him.—Proverhs 27:11.

Consider Joseph, who lived during the
18th century B.C.E, When Potiphars wife
urged him tg commit adultery with her, Jo-
seph refused, saying: “How could. I commit
this 7great badness and actually sin against
God?” (Genesis 39:9) In Joseph’s day, there
was no written law from God con emmn%
the act of adultery. Furthermore, Josep!
was living in Engt, far from family disci-
pline or patriarchal rules. What, then, en-
abled Joseph to resist temptation? Put sim-
pl(y, It was his frained conscience. Joseph
adopted God’s view that a hushand and wife
were {0 be “one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) He saw
that it would therefore be wrong'to take
another man’s wife, Joseph’s thinking was
attuned to_God’s thinking on the miatter,
Adultery violated his moral sense.

Today, there are few people like Joseph.
Sexual” immorality .is ramﬁant, and many
feel no respon5|b|l|tY to their Creator, t0
themselves, or even 10 their spouses to re-
main morally clean, The situation Is much
|ike that described in the book of Jeremiah:
“There was not a man repenting over his
badness, saying, ‘What have | done? Each
one is %omg back into the popular course,
like 3_horse that is dashing info the bat-
tle.” ﬂJeremmh 8:6) Thus, there is a greater
need than ever for'us to be attuned tp God’s
thinking, We have a marvelous provision to
help us do so.
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Trarnrng%e %onscrence
The msprred criptures are_“beneficial
for teaching, for reprovrng, for settrn
things straight, for disciplining in rrfg
teousness, that the man of God ma be ful-
ly competent, completel yedBurpr% or ever
00d wark.” QZTrmoth ) A study df
e Bible will help us 1o train What the"Bi-
ble calls our percetptrve powers,” in order to
distinguish right from wrong. (Hebrews 5:
14) 1€will enable us to develop a love for the
things that God loves and a loathing for the
things that he hates.—Psalm 97:107 139:21,
The goal of Bible study, then, is to 9et
the spifit and substance of the truth rath
er than just the technical_framework. kn
its issue of September 1 1976, atc
tower stated “In our study of the Scrip-
tures we should endeavor to"capture a sense
of God S {ustrce love_and righteousness and
|mpant hese deep into our hearts so that
they become as much a part of us as eat-
ingand breathing. We should tr* to awak-
en more fully to @ sense of moral responsi-
bility by, cu trvatrng a_keen awareness of
what is right and what is wrong. More than
this, we Should make, our conscrence feeI
strongly its. responsibility towar
fect Caw-Giver and Judge. (I 33 22
while Iearnrngthrn([rs ahout od Wwe should
tée Itir%rrng to imitate him in every aspect
|

Acquiring “the Mind of Christ”

A studﬁ/ of Ine Bihle will also help us to
obtain “the mind of Christ,” the. mental dis-
position of obedience and humility that was
manifested by Jesus, (1 Corinthians 2:16)
Dornd his Father’s will as a OY not simply
aroutine to be followed automatically, with-
out thinking. His attjtude was prophetrcally
described by the psalmist David, who, wrote:
“Todoyourwill, 0 my God, | have delighted,

0 THE WATCHTOAFR—SPTEVERR 1, 1998

and your law is within my inward parts.”
—Psalm 40:8.

Acquiring “the mind of Christ” is vital
to trarnrng the conscience. When on earth
as a_perf ot man, . Jesus reflected his, Fa-
ther’s qualities and persona |ty t0 the full-
est extent noss ewrt |n uman limta-
tronf] hus, he cou ﬁaey hat has seen

as segn the Fat raIs Jopn 14

In every situation he faced on earth, Jesu
drd just what his Father wanted hin to do.

Therefore, when we study the life of Jesus,
We areg etting a clear picture of what Jeho-
vah Godl is liKe.

We read that Jehovah is “merciful and
rIJracrous slow to angey and abundant In
ovrng Kindness.” ?Exodus 34:6) Time and
garn Jesus manifested these ‘qualities in
dealing with his apostles. When they re-
peatedly ardued over which one was 9reat
er Jesus pa |entIy taught them by word and

exarrnnet at “whogver wants'tp hecome
gTeat a ongyoumust e your minister, and
whoever wants to be firs amongzyoumust

Your slave.” Matthew 20 26,727) This 1S
Just one examrt)e to show that we can fe-
come attuned to God’s thinking by consid-
ering the life of Jesus.

The more we Iearn about Jesus, the bet-
tere uere we will be to jmifate our heav-

ner. Jehovah, gpesran351 2) A
co science thaf I attuned to God’s thinking
will steerus in the right djrection, Jeho-
val gromrses those.trusting In him: “I shall

0u have | |ns| ht an mstruct you.n
Lyou shoul %ve advice
wrth m? ye upon you —Psam

Benefiting From a Trained Consorence
Knowing the wayw o|1ess of im er ect

homans 0Ses wan the lsraelife

ply your hearts to aI the words that | a

o B e



speaking in warning to you today, that you
may command your-sons to take care to do
all the words of this aw.” (Deuteronomy 32:
We too must write God’s law upor our
hearts. If we do so, our conscience will be
more likely to direct our steps and help us
to make right decisions. _
Of course, we must be careful. The Bible
proverb says. “There exists away that is uP-
right before a man, but the ways of death
are the end of it afterward.” (Proverbs 14:

12) Why is this often the case? Because, as

Compass: Courtesy, Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Mass.

the Bible puts it; “The heart is more treach-
erous than anything else and is_desperate.
Who can know it?™ (Jeremjah,_17:9) There-
fore, there_is a need for all of us to follow
the admonition of Proverhs 3.5, 6: “Trust in
Jehovah with all your heart and do not lean
upon your own understanding. In all your
ways fake notice of him, and hie himself will
make your paths straight.”

Like acompass, a Bible-trained conscience

can point us in the right direction
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Keep s part
OF GOD'S ORGANIZATION

“The name ofJehovah
and isgiven

ORTLY hefore he died, Jesus prayed
0 his heavenly.
Is followers. With loving concern, he

aid: “I have gﬂven your word to them, bupression. What,

he world has hat
no part of the world, just as | am no part o
the world. | request You, not to take them
out of the world, but to watch over them be-
cause of the wicked one.” (John 17:14, 15)
Jesus knew that the world would be a dan-
%erous place for Christians. It would show
its hatred of them b I¥|ng about them and
[iersecutmlg them. (Matthéw 5:11,12; 10:16,
7% It would also be a source of corruption.
—2 Timothy 4:10: 1 John 2:15, 16.

Father in behalf of

Isa strong tower. Into it the righteo
protection:—PROVERBS 18:10.

of spiritual safety. The word “organization”
does not (a;ppear in the Bible, and back in the
1920', “God’s organization” was a new ex-

en. Is this organization?

ated"them, because they arénd how may we find protection’in 1t?

Jehovah's Organization

3An organization is “an organized body,”
according” to the Congise Oxford Dictio-
nary. With that in mind, we understand
that because the apostles organized first-
century Christians into local congrega-
tions under the oversight of a governin
body in Jerusalem, it is proper to speak Q
thaf “association of brothers” as an organi-

2 The orld that would hate Christians is zation. (1 Peter 2:17) Jehovah’s Witnesses

made up of those who are alienated from
God and who are under the control of Satan.
1 John 5:19) This world is far blg?er than
the Christian congregation, and Satan him-
slf is far more powerful than any human.
Hence, the world’s hatred is a real threat.
Where can Jesus’ followers find spiritual
safety? A staternent in the December 1
1922; 1ssue of The Watchtower suggested
the answer: “We are now in the evil day. The
fight is onbetween Satan’s grganization and
(God’s organization. It'is a desP_erat_e fight.”
In this conflict, God’s organization is a place

1 Accordi&g] rt_loS Jesus’ngrayer, what difficult sit-

uation are

lans. in? g
gl sg¥g}§/%e can C%nstlans find a place of spiritu-
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today have a Similar orqanlzatlonal struc-
ture. The unity of the Tirst-century bod
was strengtheried by “gifts in men,” suc
as “shephérds and teachgrs.” Some of these
traveled from congregiatmn to con%reganon,
while others were elders in local congre-
gatlons. (Ephesians 4:8, 11, 12; Acts 20:26)

imilar “gifts” strengthen the unity of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses today.

AThe November 1, 1922, issue of The
\Watchtower said about the word “organiza-
tion™. “An or%anlzanon IS an association of
persons for the purpose of carrying out a

PO D
% ova?]’s ?/\lcl?nesses ecaq ed an organlzatl n?



formed desrﬁn " The Watchtower went on
to explain that to c&tll Jehova s\l%rtness
es an organization did not make them “a
sect in the sense that that term is used,
but it means mereIY that the Bible Stu-
dents [Jehovah’s Witnesses] are endeavor-
Ing to carry out God’s purPoses and doing
It as the Lord does everything, In an_or-
derly manner” (1 Corinthians 14:33) The
apostle Paul showed that Christians In his
day likewise acted in an orderly fashron He
compared the anornted Chrrstran fellowship
to the human hody, which has mamﬁparts
each fqurIIrng Its assrgned role so fhat the
1ycan function properly. (1 Corinthians
12 2-26) That is an excellentiillustration of
an orgranrzatron| Why were Christians org
nrzed To serve “God’s purposes,” to do
hovah’s will,
5The Bible foretold that true Christians
today would be united, brought together
into one “land” as one “nation, where they
would be “shining as_illuminators in_the
world,” (Isaiah. 66:8; Philippjans 215g This
organized “nation” jow numbers more than
five and a half million, %Isarah 60:8-10, 22)
However. that is not the full exten; of God’s
or%anrzatron Angels are also involved.
There are many_instances of angels
working_together with Gog’s human Ser-
vants enesrs 28:12; Daniel 10:12-14: 12:1;
Heb rews 1:13. 14 Revelation 14:14-16) Fit-
trngz then, the May b 1925 issue of The
Wat htower said: “All holy angels are a
part of God’s organrzatron " Additionally, it
S o I D0 o Gl bgniatly
r W uth
ord Jesu ChPrst Matthew 28: 1y8 H—Ilnce
In Its broadest sense God’s organrzatron 1S
made up of all those In heaven and on earth
who work together to do God’s will. (See

g hat is. ?5 visible or an zatron’>
nrzanr s wi est sense, who eup God’s orga-

What Is God's Organization?

In Jehovah's Witnesses' literature, the ex-
pression "God's organization" is used in
three ways.

Q] Jehovah's heavenly, invisible organiza-
tion made up of faithful spirit creatures. This
is called "Jerusalem above" in the Bible.
— Galatians 4:26.

f24 Jehovah's human, visible organization.
Today, this consists of the anointed remnant
joined by the great crowd.

[Tj Jehovah's universal organization. Today,
this consists of Jehovah's heavenly organi-
zation together with his anointed, adopted
sons on earth, who have a spiritual hope. In
time, it will also include perfected humans
on earth.

boxe? What awonderful Errvrlege It is to be
rt of this! And what a joyto look for-
W rd to the time when aII ||vrng creatures,
heavenly and earthly, wil] e organized to
rirarse Jehovah God'in unrtg §Reveatron
3,14) What, though, is th Potectron that
God's organization supplres o

rotecte
rganiza on— ov\ﬂ
7. God's orgamzatron can help to quard us
garnst Satan and his wiles, (Ephesians 6.
Satan pressures, persecutes, and tempts
Jehovah's worshipers with just one goal in
mind: to draw them away from ‘the Way In
whrchthe should walk."(lsaian 48:17; com-
pare Matthew 4:1-11) We_can never com
%etelg avoid those atta]cks in this s%stem of
mg H \Wever, our close relations ert
(00°and his or?anrzatron strengthens a
protects us and thus helps us to Stay In the
way." As a result, we do not lose out with
regard to our hope,

7. In what way does God’s organization pro-
tect us).gv Y J P
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8How does God’s organization provide
this protection? Flrst \e have the unfail-
V\/% Jp port of Jehovah's spirit servants.
en Jesus was under intense Pressure he
was ministered to by an angel. (Luke 22:
43) When under threat of death, Peter was
miraculously saved by an angel. (Acts 12:6-
11) While there are no such miracles today,
Jehovah’s people are promised angelic sup-
portin their preaching activity. (Revelation
14:6, 7) They often have stren?th beyond
what 1S norral when facing difficult situ-
ations. (2 Corinthians 4:7) Moreover, they
are conscious that “the an(f;el of Jehovah is
camping all around those fearing him, and
he resces them.”—Psalm 34:7.
9Jehovah’s visible organization is also
a protection. How? At Proverbs 18:10, we
read: “The name, of Jehovah is a strong tow-
er. Into it the righteous runs and is given
protection.” This does not imply that merely
repeating God’s. name rowdes rotectlon
Rather our taking refuge in God’s name

How ﬁoes Jeﬁlovahs mv;mble organization
ort 1S eart IY) servan
How can 1t be saigl t ﬁ‘th name of Je-
\1 astro éwer and how does this g;m
cIple apply to God’s ordanization as a whol
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Thefinest spiritual food
is supplied through
Jehovah's organization

signifies that we trust in
Jenovah himself. (Psalm
1, 122. 4) It means
sup portlngh S, sover
eignty old
|aws and prmmﬁles and
having faith in his Prom
ISes. salm 8:1-9; Isaiah
50:10: Hebrews 11:6) It
includes glvm? Jehovah
exclusive “devation. Only
those who worship Jehovah in this way can
say with the psalmist: “In [Jehovah] our
heart re{mces for in his holy name we have
put our trust,”—Psalm 33;
]()Now aII |n Gods visible organization
sag with Micah: “We, for our 0part shall
Ik in the name of Jehovah our God to
time indefinite, even forever.” (Micah 453
The modem-day ordamzatlon IS gathere
around “the Israelo God,” whichIs called
in the Bible * apeope for his name. (Gala
tians 6:16; Acts 15:14: Isaiah 43:6, 7; 1
ter 2:17) Hence, to be part of Jehovahs or
ganization means to be part of a people who
Seek, and receive, protection in God’s name.
in addition, God’s visible organization
is a community of faith, an association of
fellow believers who build UB and encourage
ong another. (Proverns, 13:20; Roman 113
It 15 a place where Christian shepherds car
for the sheep, encouraqe the sick and de-
Pressed and seek to restore those who have
allen. (Isaiah 32:1, 2 1 Peter 5;2-4) “The
faithful and discrest slave” provides “food
at the proper time” through' the organiza-

In what specific ways does Jehovah’s organ
Oatno;a &o%depprdtlec\t’\ll X for t?aose who are ar{



tion. (Matthew 24:45) That “slave,” made
up of anointed Christians, provides the
very best of spiritually %ood things—accu-
raté, Bihle-hased knowledge that can lead to
everlastmq life, FJohn 17:3) Thanks to quid-
ance from the “slave,” Christians are hélped
to maintain high moral standards and to be
“cautious as serpents and yet innocent as
doves™ In the dangerous erivironment that
surrounds them. (Matthew 10:16) And they
are helped always to have “plenty to do in
the waork of the”Lord,” which is n itself a
powerful protection.—1 Corinthians 15:58.

Who Are Part of God’s Qrganization?
©Since this protection s available to
those who are part of God’s organization,
whom does this include? Regdrding the
heavenly organization, there isno dodbt as
to the answer to this question. Satan and his
angels are no Io_nﬁer in heaven. On the oth-
er‘hand, the faithful angels are still there
in Pene[al assembly.” The aPostIe John saw
that during the last days, “the Lamb,” the
cherubs (“the four living creatures”), and
“many angels” would be n close prOX|m|§y
to God’s throne. With them would be the 24
elders—representing those anointed Chris-
tians who have alréady entered into their
glorlous heavenly inheritance, (Hebrews 12:
2, 23; Revelation 5:6, 11; 12:7-12) All are
clearly part of God’s organization. Among
humans, though, things are not so simple.
Blesus said of some who would claim to
follow him: “Many will say to me in that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, "did we not prophesy in
our name, and expel demons in your name,
nd perform many powerful works in your
name?’ And yet thien | will confess to them:
| never knew you! Get away from me, you

ilz. Who are id;ntified as part of God’s heaven-

organization? . .
S S en iy s

workers of lawlessness.” f(Matthew 122, 23)
If someone is a worker of lawlessness, he i
certainly no Rart of God’s organization, no
matter what he claims, and nomatter where
he_%oes to worship. Jesus also showed how
to identify one who IS part of God’s organi-
zation. He said: “Not everyone saying to me,
Lord, Lord,” will enter Into the Kingdom
of the heavens, but the one doing thé will
of my Father who is in the heavens will.”
—Matthew 7:21. o
UHence, to be part of God’s organization
—of which “the kingdom of the heavens” is
the central part—ane has to be doing God’s
will. What is his will? Paul identifieca vital
aspect of it when he said: “[God’s] will is
that all sorts of men should be saved and
come to an accurate knowledge of truth.”
(L Timothy 2:4) 1f a person tiuly seeks to
?am accurate knowledge from ‘the Bible,
{0 app‘w it in his life, and to disseminate
it to “dll sorts of men,” he is domg God’s
will. (]Matthew 2819, 20; Romans 10:13-15)
It 15 also God’s will that Jehovah’s sheep be
fed and cared for. (John 21:15-17) Chris-
tian meetings play a vital part in"this. A
Berson who is free’to attend such meetings
ut neglects to do so lacks appreciation for
%s Zgl%%e In God’s organization.—Hebrews

Friendship With the World

HSome 30 years after Jesus died, his
half brother James identified some factors
that can_jeopardize one’s place in God’s
organization. He wrote; “Adulteresses, do
you not know that the friendship with the
Wvorld is enmity with God? Whoever, there-
fore, wants to be a friend of the world

4. Wh t].aspeects of Gor%’s will are identifieg a?
é |%a or%/ lpon hose who are part 0
rganization’

EIH&/ 0
tl%qns Oﬁagi\s/vag%ng did James give to congrega-
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IS constituting himself an enemy of God.”
(James 44%An enemy of God 1S certainly
no part of his organization. What, then, is
friendship with the world? I has been ex-
plelrned as taking different f?rms SuC ag
cu trvatrn% or becomrng Involved with
associations. In addition, James focused on
something very specific—wrong mental at-
titudes that lead to improper conduct.

BAt James 4:1-3, we read: “From what
source are there wars and from what source
?ret re fights amon% you? Are they not
rom t IS urce namely, from your Crav-
mgs for_sensual nr)easure that carr ona
conflict rn your embers You desire, and
YEt 0u 00 not have, You 80 on” murdey-

nd coveting, and vet [yuare not aple
to obtain. You ?0 on fighting and Wagrnq
war. You do not have because of your no
asking, You 00 ask, and yet you do not re-
celve, hecause you are askrng for a wrong
DUIDOSE, that you mfl e end it upon syour
cravrngs for sensual pleasure.” It wa
ter writing these words that James warned
against friendship with the world. _

]7Centur|es after James died, false Chris-

b i e ol S

n the ¥V rs"%tc%h%t“y” htrr}g{ranvggrrrareagnaqioﬂghts

Can You Explain?
O What is God's visible organization?

O Inwhat ways does God's organiza-
tion provide protection?

0O Who are part of God's organiza-
tion?

0O How can we avoid being friends of
the world?
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tians waged war on and murdered one an-
otherina IrteraI sense. However, James was
Wrrtrn to |rst century members of “the Is-
rael of God,” prospective heavenly prrests
and krngs ‘(Revelation 20:6) They did not
murder ‘One another or krII one another in
|iteral wars. Sowhy, did James speak of such
things among Christians? Well, the apos-
tle John calléd anyone hating his brother a
manslayer. And Payl SROke of personality
conflicts and ‘feuds in the con%regatrons ds
“fights” and “strife.” (Titus 39; Z Timothy
2:12: 1 John 3:15-17) Along this same Irne
James apparently_had in mind a failure to
love_fellow Christians. Among themselves,
Christians were acting in a manner resem-
bling the way those I the world often deal
with one anather.

BWhy did such things happen in Chris-
tian congregations? Because of wrong atti-
tudes, such as covetousness and “crav-
Ings for sensual Ieafure Pride, {ealotrsy
and ambition_can also rupture the |ov-
Ing Christian fellowship in a congregatron
(James 3:6, 14) Such attitudes make one
a friend of the world and, hence, an ene-
my of God. None who harbor attitudes like
these can. expect to remain a part of God’s
organization.

Whom can we blame if we find wrong
thinking taking root in our heart? Satan
Toa degree, yes. He is “the ruler of the au-
thority of the air” of this world_in which
such attrtudes are widespread. (Ephesians

2 Titus 2:12) Usually, though, the roots
of wrong thinking lie 1n our own Imper-
fect flesh. After waming ar‘;arnst friendship
with the world, James Wwrote: “Does it seem

18, What caehlead to gnlovrng actions and feel-

J
é?] dgjgo rrm rtI 1S t0. b|%lnlt(e if aro%t]rrlr?th

n
ea}]rkm ow an a lhrqstran OVG come wrong



to you that the scrrgture sa st no ﬁ]rpose ﬁ) The Brbl Mises: Jehovah hrmself
IS with a tenden toen e Spir- WI |ve strent fed t(ﬁ g P
it which has takenu resid ence wrt rn us hovah himself erI ? ri ewrt
keeps Ion Ing"™” (James 4:5) All of us have E)eace " (Psalm 29:11) 1F we are truly part of
an inborn endenc to dowron% (Genesis 8: ehovahsmoderno\y fnation,” his visinle
21: Romans 7. We can, though, com-  Organjzation, we wj share rn the stren th
bat that tendency |f we admit our weak-  that he gives and enjog/ eace
nesses and rely on Jehovah’s help o over- Whlfh hebesses his enple Trug, atans
come them. James says: “The undeserved — world.is much brg ger Jehova S visible
kindness which [God] gives is greater [than ~ Organization, and” Satan s muc SUO” er
our inborn tendency 1o envy].” (James 4:6)  than we are. But Jehovah is the Al
hanks to the help of God’s haly spirit an Hrfactrveforce IS dnvrnf] Ible..His mi
the SUP port of farthful Christidn brothers, ﬁl%s 100 are united with us in servi %
and th ou%h the merif of Jesus’ ransom sac- 3prte the. hatred that we face, we
rifice, faithful Chrisfians are not conquered Cﬁm stanld |rmh ! g3§5U33 vrrr]e can conguer
A BTSSRI o st s o s s
safe In God’s organizat]

friends of God, not of the worldg Zhod*@adah"’h Eledsmoqrs aarheza?rdjr?yed by those

0
It
it w

St%y close

TO THE THEOCRACY

Jehovah |sourJud|ge Jehovah is our Statute-giver,
Jehovah is our King.’—ISAIAH 33:22

E subject of ?lovernment is of great  they have often ‘sighed’ because of oppres
concern to a d government  sion by their rulers. (Ecclesiastes 89§)W|II
brrngs peace and prosperrt The BI-  any form of government succeed in bringing

ble says. “By Justice a mg makes a latasting_contentment to its subjects?
keelg) andrn% (Proverbs 29:4) On the oth-2 The hrstorran Josephd]s mentioned a
er hand en he wrote;

ad government leads to injustice, unr%]e kind of government w
corruption, and oppression. “When anyone  “Some peoples fave entrusted the supreme
wicked bears rule, the people sigh.” (Prov-  po |t|ca power to monarchies, others to
erbs 29:2) Throughout history, humans have  oligarchies, yet_others to the masses. Our
tried many kinds of government, and sadly,  [awgiver [Mases], however, was attracted by

1 Wh overnment a matter of concern to 2. Why is “theocrac 0od description of the
most pe/opie”.9 ! overnrhent or} ancred/t Isr% ?9 P
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none of these forms of pality, but gave to his
constitytion the form of what—it a forced
expressron be permitted—may be termed
a theacracy,’ placing. all sovereignty and
authority 1n the_hands of God.” {Against
Agron I, 164-5) Accordrnr]r to the Con
cise Oxford
“a form of government by God.” Theé word
does not appear in the Bible, but it well de-
scribes the qovernment of ancient Israg]. Al-
though the Tsraelites came to have a visible
kin g therrreal ruler was Jehovah. The Isra-
elit8 prophet saiah said: “Jehovah 1s our
Judge, Jehovah is our. Statute-giver, Jeho-
vahis our King."—Isaiah 33:22.

What Is True Theocracy
3Ever since Josephus coined the waord,
many socretres have been described as the-
ocracies. Some of them appeared rntolerant
fanatic, and crue l\y Qppressive. ere they
true theocracies? Not n'the sense that Jose-
phus used the Word The problem is that the
meanrndo “theocracy” has heen extended.
The World Book Encyclopedia defines it as
“a form of governmerit in which the state IS
ruled by a’priest or priests, and in which
members o the priesthood have authorit
In civil and religious matters.” True theoc-
racy, however IS not government by Rrrests
It really 1s God rule, %overnment by the Cre

ator of the universe, Jehovah God:
40ne day soon, the whole earth will be un
der theocracy, and What a blessin that will
beI “Go hmse will be with [manki d;
ewr Wipe out every tear omt r
eyes and death will be no moye, nertherwr
moutning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.
The fornier things Have passed away.” (Rev-
elation 21343 0p rresty}ruleb y imp erfect
humans could bring suc happrness Only

sdon h??,;t"\@'??&h&h‘iﬁ theaeray g o &
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Dic |onaryt e0Cracya

God rule can, Hence, true Christians do not
try to rntroduce theocracy by_political ac-
tion. They patiently wait Tor God to estab-
lish a Wor wide theocracy In his own time
and in his own way.—Daniel 2:44,

5In the meantime, however, a true theoc-

operate, Where? Among those who

voluntarily submit to God’s rule and cooper-
ate together to do his will. Such faithful
ones have been gathered as a worldwide err
itual “nation” on its spiritual “land.” The
are the remarnrn% ones of “the IsraeI of Goo”
and their more than five and a half million
Christian companions. (Isaiah 66:8; Gala-
tians 6:16) These are subject to Jesus Christ,
the heavénly King entfironed by Jehovah
God, “the King of €ternity.” (1 Timothy 1:17;
Revelation 11715) In what Way is this or-
ganization theocratic? How do’its members
view the authority of secular governments?
And how is the principle of théocracy main-
tained by the humans who exercise author-
ity within their spiritual community?

A Theocratic Organization

6How can a human or?anrzatron be ruled
by Jehovah, who dwels in the invisible
heavens?. (Psalm 103:19) In that those asso-
ciated with it follow the Inspired counsel:
“Trust rn Jehovah with all your heart ang

do not | ean %pon ourownun derstanding.”
(Proverbs 2 5\5 They allow God to rile
them as the observe “the law of the Christ”
an appy rnsprred BrbIe principles in their
yto ay lives. Ga atrans62 1 Corinthi-
rmo y see Matthew 5:22,

62 1) To.do this, they

have to be BrbIe students gPsaIm 1:1-3) Like
the “noble-minded” Beroeans of old, tfigy do
not follow humans but constantly verify in

5, Where does true theac a%/ oPer,ate today, and
wha quecstrr]ons \?‘rrserbrlglsehuman organization be
Rl by o !



the Brble the things that the 3y ae Iearnrng
Acts 17:10, 11 Psalm 119:33-3

|ke the psalmrst Teach me 00 ness sen
sibleness and knowledge themselves for'in
your commandments [ have exercised faith.”
“Psalm 119:66.

7In every organization, there must he
some who xercise authority or provide di-
rection. Jehovah's Witnessés are no excep-
tion, and they observe the authority struc-
ture outlined by the aﬁostle Paul: “The head
of every man is the Christ; in turp the head
of a woman.is the man; in turn the head of
the Christ is God.” (L Corinthians 1L:3) In
harmony with this, only qualified men serve
as elders in the con?regatrons And although
Jesus—"the head 0T every man"—is in hegv-
en, there are still on éarth “the remain-
Ing ones” of his anointed brothers, who have
the hope of ruhn with h|m in'the heav-
ens. (Revelation 12:17; 20: 63 These make up
the composite “faithful and discreet slave.”
Christians show their submission to Jesus,
and therefore to Jesus head Jehovah, by ac-
cepti theoversr ht of that ‘Slave.” (Mat-
thew 24 In this way, the theoc-
racy is orderly. “God |saGod not of disorder,
but'of peace."—1 Corinthians 14:33.

8Christian elders support the prmcr Ie of
theocracy because the recognrzet at they
are resg nsible_to Jehovah for how they ex
ercise their_limited degree of authority. (H
brews 13:17) And in making decisions, t ey
rely on God’s wisdom, not their own. In this,
they follow the example of Jesus, He was
the” wisest man who ever lived. (Matthew
12:42) Nevertheless, Ihe told thfe ews: “The
Son cannot do a single thing of his own Ini-
tiative, but onI%/ what he beholds the Fa-
ther doing.” (John 5:19) Elders also have the

7 V\;hat is the order of oversight in the theoc-

S Xrl]%varcggcshrrstran elders support the principle

same attitude as King Davrd He exercrsed
werq dy authorrt In"a theocracy. Y

warited to f o low Jehovah's way, nothrs own
He prayed: “Instruct me, 0 Jehovah, in your
way, and lead me in the path of upright-
ness."—Psalm 27:11,

9Some have questioned whether it is fair

that authority in the congregation is ex-
ercised only bY ualified men or that some
have a heavenly_hope while others have an
eartth ho P Psalm 37:29; Philippians 3:
20) Dédicated Christians, however, appreci-
até that these arrangements are outlined in
the Word of God. They are theocratic. If
they are questroned itis usually by those
who do not recognize Bible prinCiples. Be-
Sides, Chrrstrans now that men and women
are equal In Jehovah's eyes as far as salva-
tion is concerned. (Galatians 328% For true
Christians, to he worshrhers of the Sover-
eign of the universe is the highest possi-
blg privilege, and they are happy to occu-
oy Whatever role Jehovah outlines for them.
Ssalm 31:23; 84:10; 1 Corinthians 12:12,13,
8) Moreover, everlasting life, whether it be
In heaven or on a paradise earth, Is a truly
wonderful hope.

DThus, Jehgvah’s Witnesses resemble
Jonathan, the God-fearing son of King Saul.
Jonathan would likely have made _an excel-
lent king. However, ecause_of Saul’s un-
faithfulness, Jehovah chose David to be the
second king of srael. Was Jonathan embit-
tered by this? No. He became a good friend
of David and even protected him’from Saul.
1 Samuel 18:1: 20:1-42) In a similar way,

ose with an earthly hope are not jealods
of those with a heavenly hope. And true

9, R ardrn the. different hopes and different
rrvr eso Service In %the cracy, what hal-
nced |ew do dedicate hrrs tlans ave

B L e O
|Iar to hato r)nathangy
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Christians are not F[leal_ous_of those exercis-
ing theocratic authority in the congrega-
tion. Rather, they “give them more” than
extraordinary corisidération in love,” recog-
nizing their hard work_in behalf of their
spiritual brothers and sisters.—1 Thessalo-
nians 5:12, 13

The Theocratic View of Secular Rule
111f Jehovah’s Witnesses are under theoc-
racy, God rule, how do they view national
rulers? Jesus said that his Tollowers would
be “no part of the world,” (‘John 17:16)
However, Christians recognize their debt t0
“Caesar,” secular governments. Jesus said
that they should "pay back , . . Caesar’s
things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.”
(Matthew 22:21) Accordlnq to thé Bible, hu-
man governments “stand placed in their rel-
ative positions by God,” Jehovah, the Source
of all authority, permits qovernments to ex-
ist, and he expects,them To do good to those
under their jurisdiction. When they do o,
they are “God’s minister.” Christians are
subject to the government of the land in
which they live™*on account of [their] con-
science. {Romans 13:1-7) Of course, 1f the
state should demand something contrary to
God’s law, the Christian would ob%y God as
ruler rather than men."—Acts 5:29.
PWhat about when true Christiang. are
ersecuted by governmental authorities?
hen they follow the example. of the ear-
ly Christians, who endured gerlods of qreat
p?r?ec tion. (Acts 8:1; 13:50) These Tests
of Taith were not unexpected, since Jesus
had warned that they would come, (IMatthe_w
5:10-12; Mark 4:17)"Yet, those early Chris-
tians did not retahate_agfamst their persecu-
tors; neither did their Taith weaken under

11 How do Christiarﬁ submgtting to theocratic
rule view secular authorities?

Forl i TSR e
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the E)ressure. Rather, they followed the, ex-
ample of Jesus: “When he'was being reviled,
he did not go reviling in return. When he
was suffering, he did fiot gothreatening, but
kept on committing himself to the ong who
{;U ges, righteously.” (1 Peter 2:21-23) Yes,
hristian principfes won out gver the provo-
cations of Satan.—Romans 1221.
BThe same is true today. During this
century, Jehovah’s Witnesses, have sutfered
greatly af the hands of despotic rulers—ust
s Jes(s foretold. (Matthew 24:9,13) In some
|ands, lies and misrepresentations are circu-
|ated by those trying to pressure the au-
thorities to act against these sincere Chris-
tians. Still, despite such “bad report,” the
Witnesses by their fine conduct recommend
themselves as God’s ministers. (2 Corinthj-
ans 6:4,8#When possible, they present their
case to officials and before the courts of the
land so as to demonstrate their innocence of
wrongdomg. They use whatever avenues are
open to them to make a public defense of the
ﬁood news. FPh|I|pp|ans 1.7) But after they
ave done all they can within the law, the
leave matters in Jehovah's hands. (Psalm 5:
8-12; Proverhs 20:223 It need be, they, like
the early Christians, are not afraid to"suffer
f107r the salie (ifG righteousness.—1 Peter 3:14-

Put God’s Glory First
UWhen Jesus taught his followers to pray,
the first thing he meéntioned was the sancil-
fication of Jéhgyah’s name. (IYlatthew 6:92
In "harmony with this, those" fiving. unde
theocracg Seek _God’s qlory, not their. own.
(Psalm 29:1, 2) The Bible réports that in the

13. How.have Jghovah’s Witnesses reﬁ)onded to
eer|§ne;;ut|on and slanderous campaigns against

14 15 (a). What is foremst for rhh e Sypport-
o gl D
ity I his position of oversight’



Solomon put God's glory

first century, this was a stumbling block for
some who Tefused to follow Jesus because
‘th ey loved the glory of men,’ the loved to
or|f|ed bymen (John 12:42, 43) Indeed
akes humility to put Jehovah ahead of
ones own self- |m%ort nee.

5 Solomon showed a fine spirit in this re-van, not themse ves, The

ard. Compare his words af the dedication,of
e glorlous temﬁle that he had built with
thosé. of Nepychadnezzar concerning h|s
bU|Id|ng exploits, With overweenlng pr| e
ebuohadnezzar boasted s not this, Bab-
ont e reat that I myself have bunt for
he ro yal ouste with tte strength of t7y
might and for the dignity of m es
F agmel 430 In oont?astySolortt/o ht de/st
downpl at{ his accomp |shment saying.
Il God truly dwell with manking upon
the earth Look! Heaven, yes, the heaven
of the heavens themselves.”cannot contain
%ou how much less, then, this house that |
ave built?” (2 Chronicles 6:14,15,18: Psalm

127:1) Solomon did not exalt himself. He
knew'that he was merely a representative of
Jehovah and wrote: “Ha spreu tuousgess
come? Then dishonor will' come: but wisdom
is with the modest ones.”—Proverbs 11:2.
® Christian elders 5|m|IarIg exaIt Jeho-
w Peter's
counsel: “If anyone ministers, let him min-
ISter as depen ent on the strength that God
suglp les; <o that in all things God may be
ied through Jesus Christ. gl Petér 4
\) The apostle Paul described the “office of
overseer, not as an important posmon of

grommence but as “a fine work.” (1 Tim-
Eld ehs are a poI!\nted to. serve,
not”to rul e?/ are feachers and sheg
nerds o Gods lock. (Acts 20:28; Jam
31) H um le, self-sacri |cm9 elders are a
trug b (1 Peter 5,

lessing to a congregat
, 3) “Keep %oldmg mg g? that sort dear,”

2
% (IRonohra eI r%gd vesl?o be a real blessing
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and thank Jehovah that he has Rrowded 50
many qualified elders to uphold theocracy in
tdﬁ% ast days."—Philippians 2:29; 2 Tim-

“Become Imitators of God”

['The apostle Paul urged: “Become imita-
tors of God, as beloved children.’ % Phesmns
5:1) Those subgectmg themselves to theocr
c¥ try to be s much like God as Is poss-
b f r imperfect humans, For example, the
Blhe sats (%f J]ghovelllhh “The Rock, p ertfect
Is his activity, for all his. ways are [ustice
A God of fa|¥hfu|ness Wlth v)ﬁlom there 13
no mHustlce Il teous and upright 1s h

Deuteronomy g 0|m|tate od|nth|s
gard C r|st|an %ekfdhfulne?s righ-
tegusness, and a balanced sense of justice.

|cah 6:8: 1 Thessalonians 3:6; 1Jonn 3: g

hey avoid. many things that have hecom
acceptable in the worl such as_ Immorality,
covetousness, and greed. (Ephesians 5:5) Be-
cause Jehovah’s servants follow divine, not
human, standards, h|s organization is theo-
cratic, clean, and wholesome.

]8The Ereemment q‘uahty of Jehovah God
|s ove od is love,” the apostle John says.
John 4:8) Since theocrac;r means rule J’

d It amounts to rule by Tove. Jesus sai

¥th|s all WI|| know thdt you are my dis-
C|pe %ou have ove amang yoursglves.”
hohn The theocratic orgamzatw
as shown outstan ing love Jn Hhe e difficu
last days. During the genocida strlfe In Al-
nca Jehovahs Itnesses d| Ia ed love to-
war atter to nic gr?u

¥ eon? urm ewar In th
me Yugos avia, Jeh ovahsdeesses of a
areas helped one another, while other re-

9 d %rou s shared In fh? so-called e}qh
nic clearising. On a personal level, Jehovan®

t;at ways do those under theocracy imi-

7 Inw
fe . .
% C\ﬁﬁsﬁa{%s%qle&rt elninent gyalty, and how

is quall
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Witnesses strive to observe Paul’s counsel*,
“Let all malicious bitterness and an%er and
wrath and screaming and abusive speech be
taken away from youralong with all badness.
But become kind to one “another, tenderly
compassionate, freely forgiving one anoth-
er Just as God also %V Christ freely forgave
yoU. _ER esians 4
Those who submlt to theocracy_enjoy
great blessings. They have peace with Gd
nd with fellow Christians. (Hebrews 12
James 3: 17% They_have a purpose in ||fe (Ec-
clesiastes 12: 13% The¥ have spiritual secuyi-
ty and a sure hope Tor the future. (Psalm
:9) [ndeed, the enjoyaforetaste of what
it will be Tike when“all mankind is under
thﬁocranc rule. Then, the Bible saxs “the
will not do any harm or cause any ruin in a||
P/ mountain; because the earth will
certaln y be filled with the knowledge of Je-
hovah ds the waters are covering the very
sea, gsamh 11:9) What a glorioy$ time that
will bel” May we all make ‘our place in that
future Paradise sure by staying close now to
the theocracy.

19. What blessings come bath now and in the fu-
F%E)epto those smmlttlng Phemngves to tneoc

Can You Explain?

O What is real theocracy and where is
it found today?

O How do humans submit to theocratic
rule in their lives?

O Inwhat ways do all under theocracy
seek God's glory ahead of their
own?

O What are some godly qualities
imitated by those who support
theocracy?



BE SURE TO PUT FIRST THINGS FIRST!

It is meeting night, but you have work to do. What will you put first?

?U are] Jtusband and fa her. As a
Y nsg ar t work ra 50 a

0, OUH OU s turn to the con-
resatron m etrng d‘ dr}Or the Eve-

ing. If you leav work |mmed|ate X Kou
wil havezust enouHh time to.sh ower ha o
our clothes, and

ave a |§ meal before
eavrn for the meeting. Sud en g v\yourem
Poyer gproaches and asks you tg work over-
rrrerem(l)-lnepromrses to pay you well. You need
re a¥0u areeaeltlrlefﬁ and motherou/?rse?gét fla
B gg eof[unrrone glonhes ome 0 whrc‘t
will be needed tomorrow You ask yourself
Iflattend the mee mg tonrght when will |
,tav trme]to 0.the Iro mg avrnﬁ recent-
taken a ful trmeajobfy are [earfiing how
\cult It.15 to care for household duties
Ile earning altrv(rjn |
r you are. a stydent, In your room, your
8< aled hrojt with ttomewor@ ost
|t was assrone ome ere ago, Hyou
have procrastinated, now several “as-

nments re due at once, YOU are tempt-

e to ask our parents’ permission to
sta%ehoonrre frorX He meeting t)o finish your
W

Which would you put first: the extra sec-
ular work, the ironing, the homework, or the
congreg ation meetrn% What does It mean

|r|tuaII speaking, o put first things first?
\/P/hat IS %h%vah s%renB ’

What Should Come First?
Shortl rh/ after the Israelites received the
en Commandments, a man was discovered
gath errno wood on the Sabbath. This was
strrctlg orbidden in the Law. (Numbers

4Deuteronom 512 15) ow would
g ha eH ed the Case? Wolld you have
XCUse an arguin thal after all he
was notwor In omarnt ina uxurrous fife-
?%e nut to o rovide the necessities for his
there wouId be man

you have pointed out that
the ye Car to obserye the Sab
e

occagrons throughout
ath and th 1tone
missed opportunity, perhaps because o

the
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man’s failure to plan ahead, could easily be
forgiven? _
Jehovah viewed the case more senously.
“In time,” the Bible states, “Jehovah said to
Moses: ‘Without fail the man should be PwUt
to death.” gNumbers 15:35%Why did Jeho-
vah feel so strongly about what the man did?
The people had six days to gather wood as
well as to handle their_needs re%ardmg food,
clothing, and shelter. The severith day was t0
be devoted to their spiritual needs. While it
was not wrong to gather wood, it was wrong
0 use time thiat should have been set aside
to worship Jehovah to do so. Although Chris-
tians are not under the Mosaic Law, does this
Incident not teach us a lesson in properly set-
tlng our priorities today?—Philippians L:10.
fter sFendm% 40 years in the wilderness,
the Israelites got reddy to enter the Prom-
ised Land. Some had tired of eating the di-
vinely provided manna in the wilderness and
were"no_doubt looking forward to a change
in diet. To help them keep the proper view-
point as they entered the land ‘ﬂowm(_i with
milk and honey,” Jehovah reminded them:
“Not by bread “alone does man live but by
every éxpression of Jehovah’s mouth does
man live."—Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 8:3,
The Israelites would have to work hard for
their “milk and hone;g”_Ther_e Were armies
to defeat, houses to build, fields to plant.
Even so, Jehovah commanded the people to
set aside time each day to meditate on spir-
itual matters. The%/ were also 0 take time to
teach God’s ways to their children. Jehovah
said: “You must also teach [my command-
ments] to your sons, so as to speak of them
when you sit in your house and when you
walk on the road and when you lie down and
when you get up."—Deuteronomy 11:19,
Three times a year every male lsraelite
and proselyte in ‘the land”was command-
ed to appedr before Jehovah. Realizing that
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the entire family would benefit sPirituaI-
y from such occasions, many family heads
drranged for their wife and children to ac-
company them. But who would protect their
homes and their fields from_enemy attack
while the family was away? Jehovah ,Prom-
ised: “Noboay will desire your land while you
are going uP, to see the fdce of Jehovah your
God thrée times in the year.” (Exodus, 34
24) 1t took faith for the [sraelites to believe
that if they gut spiritual interests first, the
would not’lose .out materially. Did Jehova
prove true to his word? He certainly did!

Keep Seeking First the Kingdom

Jesus tau%ht his followers to put sRmtuaI
values ahead of everythln% else. In the Ser-
mon on the Mount, "he advised his listen-
ers: “Never be anxious and say, ‘What are
we to eat?” or, What are we to drink?’ or,
What are we fo put on? K_eeﬁ on... seekmg
first the kingdom and his righteousness, an
all these [nécessary materidl] things will be
added to you.” (Matthew 6:31, 33)"Soon af-
ter Jesus” death, newly baptized Christians
followed that advice. Many were Jews or
Jewish proselytes who had traveled tq Jeru-
salem for the celebration of the festival of
Pentecost in 33 C.E. While there, something
unexpected occurred. They heard and em-
braced the good news about Jesus Christ,
Eager to ledr more ahout their newfound
faith, they remained in Jerusalem. They
ran low on provisions, but material comforfs
were of secondary Importance. ,Theg a
found the Messiah! Their Christian broth-
ers shared what material things they had so
that all could continue “devoting themselves
to the teaching of the apostleS and ... to
prayers."—AcfS 2:42, | _

In time, some Christians lost sight of the
need for re%ular fellowship at meetings. (He-
brews, 10:23-25) Perhaps _the){ becameé mate-
rialistic, neglecting spiritual matters while



tr){mg to ensure financial security for them-
sélves and their families. After urging his
brothers nat to forsake the meetmgs, the
apostle Paul wrote: “Let your manner of life
be free of the love of money, while you are
content with the present things. For'he has
said: 1 will by no means leave you nor by any
means forsake you.”"—Hebrews 13:5. ~

Paul’s adyice'turned out to be very time-
ly. About five years after Paul wrote his
[etter to_the Hébrews, the Roman army, of
Cestius Gallus surrounded Jerusalem. Fdith-
ful Christians remembered Jesus’ warning:
“When you catch sight of [this] .. ., [et
the man on the housetop not come down,
nor go inside to take _anﬁthln(]; out of his
hous; and let the man in the field not return
to the things behind to 6p|ck up. his outer
arment.” (%Aark 13:14-16) They knew that
their survival depended, not upon the stabil-
ity of their employment or the value of their
Material possessions, but upon their obedi-
ence to Jesus’ instructions, Those whq had
responded to Paul’s counsel and put spiritu-
al interests first douhtless found it easier to
leave behind home, job, clothes, and trea-
sured personal effects and flee to the moun-
tains than did any who had not broken free
of the love of morigy.

. How Some Pu
_ Flrst%ngsmlrst Iroo_IaX

Faithful Christians today cherish reqular
association with their brathers, and many
make, sacrifices so as to attend meetings, In
certain localities, the onlz available employ-
ment involves shift work. One brother of-
fers to reR!ace his workmates on Saturday
nights, which most peaple 1n his communi-
typrefer to use for recreation, if they In
turn will work his shift on meeting nights.
Other brothers who are shift workers at-
tend the meetings of a nearby congregaion
If their work prévents them from attending

their own. In this way theY almost never
miss a meetmi. A newly interested person
In Canada quickly realized the importance, of
the Theagratic Ministry School and Servic
Meeting, but her schedule at work !nterf?re
with her attendance. Hence, she paid a fellow
worker to cover her shift sothat she could be
free to attend these important meetings.
Many who suffer from chronic illness rare-

ly mis$ a meeting. They listen to the pro-
%ram at home by medns of a telephone
ookup or a tape recording when they are
unable to be present at the Kingdom Hall,
They show commendable appreCiation for
Jehovah's spiritual provisions through his
faithful and discreet slave™ (Matthéw 24:
453 Christians serving as caregivers to their
elderly parents truly” appreciate it when a
brother or a sister offers to stay with the par-
ent so that the caregiver may attend a con-
gregation meeting.

Plan Ahead! _

Parents who are conscious of their own
spiritual needs_ help their children to ap-
preciate Christian m_eetmgis. As a general
rule, they expect their children to do their
homework as it is assigned rather than al-
low assignments to accimulate. On meeting
mghts the children do their homework as
soon as they return. home from school. Hob-
bies and otfer activities are not permitted to
Interfere with congregation meetings.

As a husband and father, do you give
meeting attendance priority? As a ife and
mother; do you try to plan your responsibil-
Ities to Iea(ye room for the meetlngs? As ﬁ
teenager, do you schedule your homewor
arour%d the méetings or the meetings around
your homework? o _ _
A conghegatlon meetmfg is a loving provj-
sion of Jéhovah. Every effort should be mad
to share in that arrangement. Jehovah will
richly bless you if you put first things first!
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ME cr les becomﬁ famous—or noto
rro s—ore ents that take pacew
rE Bet howe er |sunusua
trt eca e kno orbt oo an
e atrrarc Jaco name th crt% Bet
means House of God.” Butat?
san tart'selateHr0 tsheeopro hrett Hroesseg called
r U I
rpg ” fan ge from dutobad A\g
what can we learn from It |stor
Bethel’s association Wrth God’s eogle bri
gan In 1943 B.C.E. when Abraham was still
live. At that time, the city was known as
Luz, its orrr%rnah | Canaanit name It Wwas
srtuate in il country, some 1 mrleé
north of Jerusalem Picture Abraham an
his.nephew Lot looking down on the fertile
Plarns ofthe Iower Jor an Valley from avan

e RhF braeh 71 D t Lot
attention the

itficulty of assigning qraz-
mgi areas for therr Iara/e floci g“Plegas% do
not let anX quarreling Continue between me
ﬁd ou and between'my hergsmen and your
erdsmen, for we men are brothers IS not
the Whole land ava| lable to gou? Please, sep
\irlvrralllteotgmhr,En rer ht; but?? out gtoetrtretr entl
thengl erlI otg the left. ’y—ngesrs 33g
Ab rahamdr%not sser hlsrr htto choose
first. Rather, he al owe the younger man
to take the choice portion. We can imi-
tate Abraham’s frne attrtude We can. defuse
contentrous |ssoes ytér o the mrtrahve
In sgea in ca me and acting unselfishly
—Romans

Yearsla rwhenﬁ ahamsgrands N Ja-
cob campe at Luz, he a an extraor rnr
dream, He Saw atad der stationed ypon t
eart and ifs top reach |n u tote eav ns

, look! there were o s nges scen mg

an "descending on Jt. A there wa
Jehovah stationed abov |t (Geness 28:1
19; compare_John The dream had an
important srgmfrcance The angels that Ja-
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cob saw would mrmstert him in fulfrlhn%
the romrse od mae im regar Ing hi
seed. Jehovah's elevated position above the
Iarider snowed hat he would direct the an-
gels 1n this work.

This assurance of divine support moved
Jacob aeeply. Upon awakening from the
dream, he called the place Bethel, meaning
“House of God,” and voweq to Jehovah: * ?
for every thrn% that ou will %rve me | sh a

. ACIty o%

without fail give th e tenth Of 1t to you.™

S enesis 28:20-22) Recognizing that everY

gbhe had came from God, he desired fo

ﬁrve : 6ack aegenerous portlon as a token of
fitud

Christians today also have angels min-
{)sterrn llﬂ thﬁrr tehaIf I?]salmthlll He-
[eWS ey too can Show their appre
ciation for all th>e/|r blessings by being * pProh
with_many expressions of thanks to” God.”
—2 Corinthians 9:11, 12.

In time, Jacob’s descendants became a na-
tion. Their leader Joshua defeated the pa-
gan king of Bethel fairly early in the con-
quest of Canaan. (Joshud 12:16) Durin the
time_of the Judges, the prophetess
rah(!rved near Bethel and related Jegovahs

tot e eoReS Hel too visited Beth
regu arly as he juage tenatrono ISra-
el.—Judges 4:4, 5; 1 Samuel 7:15, 16.

Bethel Becomes a Center of Apostasy
But Bethel’s association with_pure wor-
ship ceased after the division of the King-

it hBoth Jacob and Abraham voluntarily offered



Ruins on the site of Bethel, where Jeroboam established a center for calf worship

dom in 997 B.CE. Klnq Jeroboam set UP

Bethel as a center for calf worship, the calf

Stﬂcgose ly representlng Jehovah. (L Kings
That Is why, when prophesY

Ing Bethels destruction, Hosea referred

It as_“Beth-aven,” which means “House of

Hurtfulness.”—Hosea 105, 8.

AIthough Bethel had become a cener of
spiritual Rurtfulness, events connected with

It continued to_provide important lessons.
(Romans 54) One such lesson concerns an
unnamed pr ?het who was sent from Ju-
dah to Bethel to foretell the destruction
of its altars and priests. Jehovah also told
h|m to retyrn to Judah— tJust a few miles
to the south—without eating or nnklng
This prophet boldly utfered & pro'o ecg
fore Jeroboam, kirig of Israel, calling down
evil upon the ‘altar”of Bethe|. But then he
dlsobeyed God by eating at the house of an
old ro het in Bethel. Why? The old proph-
et ase gcatmed that an“angel of Jehovan

had ordéred him to, offer hospttaht to a fel-
low prophet. The djsobedjence of the proph-
et from Judah led to his untimely death.
—1 Klngs 13:1-25.

If a fellow believer suggests that we do
something that seems (Uestionable, how
should wereact? Remember that even well-
Intentioned advice can be harmful If it is
wrong. (Compare Matthew 16:21- 233 B%
seeking ‘directjon from Jehovah thr
prayer-and study of his Word, we will avoid

the tra%lc mistake ofthe unnamed prophet.
—Proverbs 19:21; 1 John 4

Some 150 years Iater the pro het Amos
also made the’trjp north to p rog sy against
Bethel. Amos fnle denounced his fostile
audlence including the priest Amaziah, who

?tl told Arios o' ‘run his way off to

the and of Judah.’ But Amos fearlessly told

ma2|ah of the calamities that would"come

upon the fnests own household. (Amos 5:

His, example. reminds us that

Jehovah can embolden his_humble minis-
ters.—1 Corinthians 1.26, 27.

Eventually, faithful King Josiah of Judah
Bu ed dowp_ the altar that was |n Bethel
urned the high place. ground it to dust, and
bnrned the sacre pole:’ (2 Kings 23:15, 162

ders to ay can |m|tate his ne exampl
yzeaousyfo owing throutih on God’s In-
structions and by taking the Tead in keeping
the congregation clean.

These'incidents in Bethel’s history graph-
ically portray the consequences of righ-
teousness and wickedness, of obeying and
dlsobeylnﬁ Jehovah, Years earlier, Moses

q put this ch0|ce before the nation of Is-
rael; “1 do cPt eore ou today life and
goo an eat ‘ euteronomy
0:15, 16) Medltatlng on Bethel’s hIStOfK
WI|| encourage us to |dent|fy ourselves wit

n\se of A)age of trug wor-
sh|p, ratner thanwnht e “House of Hurt-
fulness.”

The watchtower—September [, 1998 23



HH

| LEARNED TO RELY
ON JEHOVAH

ASToId by Jan Korpa-Ondo

It wes 1942, and | wes heing
quarded by Hungarian soldiers near

Kursk, R

Was given ten minutes to

a document that said I WeS no Ionﬁer o0ne 0
Jehovah's Witnesses. Before | relate wha

Russia. \We Were prisoners of the
Axis powers that were battfing
during World War I1. My

he Russians
fave vvas dug, and
ecide if | would SI?

t happened

next, let me tell you how | came to be there.

of Zahor, which now lies in eastern S

vakia. Following World War I, Zahor
became part of the_ newly formed Gountry
of Czechoslovakia. Our village consisted of
about 200 homes and two “churches, one
Greek Catholic and the other Calvinist,

Even though | went to the Calvinist
Church, | led"a life without any moral re-
straint. Not far from me lived a man who
was quite different. One day he started a
conversation with me and lent me a Bible.
It was the first time | held that book in m
hands. About this time, in 1926, marrie
Barbora, and_ we soon had two' children,
Barbora and Jan.

I WAS horn in 1904 in the small vrIIarq
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| started to read the Bible, but there
were many things | did notunderstan 0. So
went to mtt; pastor and asked him to heIp
‘The Bible is only for educated people,”
he sard “don’t even'try to understand It.”
Then he invited me for a game of cards.
After that | went to the map who had lent
me the Bible, He was a Bible Student, as
Jehovah s Witnesses were then called. He
Wwas hap yto help me, and aftersome time
Iyeyes egan {0 open, stc(noge excessrve
nKing and start dto ead a moral life; |
even egan to talk to others about Jehovah.
Bible truth had taken hold in Zahor in the
early 1920', and soon an active group of
Bibfe Students was established.



Nevertheless, there was strong religious
opposition. The local priest turned mast of
my family against me, claiming that | had

one insane.”But my life started to have a
Eurpose, and | resolutely_decided to serve
he true God, Jehovah.” Thus, in 1930,
symbolized my dedication to Jehovah and
Was baptized.

Beginning of Severe Tests

In 1938, our region came under rule by
Hungary, which sided with Germany dur-
ing World War I1. By then we had about
50"Witnesses in our vHIag_e of |ess than a
thousand people, We continued to preach
even though doing so put our lives and
freedom In feopar V. _

In 1940,Twas drafted into the Hungari-
an arm%. What would I do? Well, I had Tead
the Bible prophecies about people beat-
ing their weapons of war intg implements
of "peace, and | knew that, in time, God
would eliminate all wars from the earth.
Psalm 46:9; lsaiah 2:4)

hus, | had come to haté
war, and | decided not to
join the army, regardless
of the consequences.

| was sentenced to 14
months in prison and
served my sentence |n
Pecs, Hungary. Five oth-
er Witnesses ‘were in the
same Prlson, and we ap-
preciated being able to as-
sociate. For a’time, how-
ever, | was in solitary
confinement with chains’on my feet. When
we refused to do work connected with the
war effort, we were beaten. Also, we were
forced to stand at attention_all day long, ex-
cept for two hours at noon. This ordeal went
on for months. Yet we were happy because
we had a clean conscience before dur God.

The Question of Compromise

One day a group of 15 Catholic priests
came to tfy to convince us that it was im-
portant that we support the war effort by
Jommq the army. During the discussion we
said: “If you can prove from the Bible that
the soul is immortal and that we will.go to
heaven if we die in the war, we will join the
army.” Of course, they could not prove that,
and they did not want to continue the dis-
cussion. .

In 1941 my prison sentence ended, and |
Was Iooklnq forward to rejomlnq my fami-
ly. Instead, Twas taken in chainsto an army
base in Sarospatak, Hungary. When we ar-
rived, an opportunity was provided for me

The Kingdom Hall in Zahor

to ge released. “All dvou need to do,” | was
told, “is sign this pramise that you will pay
200 pengo"when you return home,
“How'is th%t possible?” | asked. “What
do you want the money for?
“In return for the ‘mongy,” | was told
“you will receive certification that you did
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| appreciate the privilege
of commenting at the
W atchtoweStudy

not pass the medical examina-
tion for the army,
This posed a difficult decision
for me. For more than a year,
| had suffered inhuman treat
ment; | was qettmg t|red N
by agreemg 0 pay some
| Could De free. IW|IIth|nk
a out it,” | murmured.
What decision would. | make?
| had my wife and children to
think about, Well, about that
time | received a letter from
a fellow Christian in which he
Browded encouragement. He quoted He-
rews 10:38, wher the apostle Paul quotes
Jehovah’s words; * My righteous one will
live by reason of faith’” and, ‘if he shrinks
back, mY soul has no pleasure. in him.”
Shortlz hereafter, two_Hungarian officers
at the arracks spoke with me, one remark-
Ing: “You don’t Know how much we respect
You for u holdmg Bible principles so firm-
I Dono (fuveu
The nextday | went to those who offered
me my freedom for 200 pengo and said:
“Since’ Jehovah God allowed me to be im-
E)rlsoned he wi | also take care of m re-
ease WI not buy myself out.” Was
sentenced to tenyars in_prison. Butt at
was not the end of the attempts to get me
to compromise. The court offered to pard on
me if | would agree to Serve |n the armtr/]
only two months, and | would not even have
to Carry aweapon! | turned down that offer
too, and my prison sentence began.
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The Persecution Increases

| was again taken to the prison in Pecs.
This timethe torture, was even more Se-
vere. My hands were tied behind my back,
and | was hungi by them for about two
hours. As a result, both my shoulders were
dislocated. Such torture was rePeated over
a period of about six_months, | can thank
only Jehovah that | did not give up.

In 1942 a group of us—polltlc Wprlson
ers, Jews, and 26 of Jehovah’s Witness-
es—were taken to the city of Kursk in an
area occupied by Germantroops, \We were
handed over to the Germans, and they put
the prisoners to work carrylnﬁ food, arms,
and clothm% to soldiers at the front. We
Witnesses refused the work because it vio-
lated our Christian neutrality. As a result,
we were returned to the Hungarians,

Eventually, we were put in the local pris-
on in Kursk. For several days we were beat-
en three times a day with rubber clubs.



| received a blow to my temple and was
knocked to my knees. As | was heing hit,
| thought, ‘Dying is not so difficult” M){
whole body became numb, so | could_no
feel a thing. For three days We were given
absolutely “nothing to eat. Then we were
taken to ‘court, and six were sentenced to
death. When the sentence was carried out,
20 of us remained. _ _

The tests of faith exPenenced during
those days in Kursk in October of 1942 werg
the ?reatest | have ever faced, Our senti-
ments were well expressed by King Jehosh-
aphat of old when his people fated over-
whelming. odds: “In us there is.no power
before this large crowd that is coming
against us; and we ourselves do not know
what we ought to do, but our eyes are to-
ward you."=2 Chronicles 20:12°

The 20 of us were taken out to dig our
common ?rave, being guarded by 18 Hun-
garian soldiers. When we f|n|shed_d|qg|n?,
Wwe were told that we had ten minutés o
sign a document, which read in part: “The
teaching of Jehovah’s Witnesses is wrong.
| will n0 longer believe it or support it."l
will fight for'the Hungarian homeland ...
| confirm with my signature that | am join-
mg_\the Roman Catholic Church.”

After the ten minutes came the order:
“Right turn! March to the grave!” Then, the
command: “First and third prisoners qet
into the hole!” These two were given anoth-
er ten minutes to decide to sign the docu-
ment. One of the soldiers pleaded: “Give up
Kogr faith and 80me ou%of the %raveI No-

ody said aword. Then the officef In charge
shot them hoth. ,

“What about the rest of them?” a soldier
asked the officer in charge. _

“Tie them up,” he answered. “We will
torture them some more and shoot them at
six o'clock in the morning.”

Suddenly | became afraid, not that |
would die,"but that | would not be able to
endure the torture and would compromise.
S0 | stepped forward and said: “Sir, we
have transgressed the same as our broth-
ers whom you have just shot. Why don't you
shoot us 100”7’ _ _

But they did not. We were tied up with
our hands"hehind our backs. Then we were
hung by our hands, When we lost con-
sciotisnéss, they would throw water over us,
The painwas térrible because the weight of
the body dislocated our shoulders. This tor-
ture continued for about three hours. Then,
suddenly, an order came not to shoot any
more of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

A M%e to Ighe East

— | Nen £5Cape _
Three weeks later we were marched in
formation for a few days until we reached
the banks of the Don River. We were told
by those in charge that we were not to be
brought back alive. During the day, we were
giverm purposeless work,”digging trench-
&s and then fl||ln% them up.”In” the eve-
ning, we had a certain amount of freedom

to move around. N
_.As | looked at it, there were two possibil-
ities. We could die right there, or we could
escape from the Germans and surrender to

In Our Next Issue

Are You Awake to Our Times?

Times and Seasons in
Jehovah's Hands

Is God Real to You?
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the Russians. Only three of us decided to
try to escaBe across the frozen Don River,
On December 12, 1942, we prayed to Je-
hovah and took off. We reached the Rus-
sian front and were immediately put in a
%nson_camp with about 35,000 prisoners.
y spring, only about 2,300 prisoners were
still alive. The'rest had died of starvation.

Freedom but Further Tragedy

| survived the rest of the war, including
several months after it ended, as a Rus-
sian prisoner. Finally, in November 1945,1
made it home to Zahor. Our farm was in
bad shape, so | had to start all over a?am.
My wife and children had worked the Tarm
during the war, but in October 1944, as the
Russians apEroached, they were evacuated
}o tth% east. Everything we owned had been
ooted.

Worst of all, when I returned home, my
wife was very sick. In February 1946, she
died. She was only 38 years old. We had so
little time in which to enjog_our reunion af-
ter more than five long, difficult years of
separation. N

| found comfort among my spiritual
brothers, attending the mee_tm?s and shar-
ing in the house-to-house ministry. In 1947
| was able to borrow some money to travel
to Brno, a trip of about 250 miles, to attend
a convention. There among my Christian
brothers, including Nathan™H. Knorr, then

resident of the Watch Tower Bible and

ract Society, | received much consolation
and encouragement.

We did not en{oy our postwar freedom
for long. In 1948the Communists began to
oppress us. Many of the brothers taking the
lead in the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
Czechoslovakia were arrested in 1952, and
| was given the responsibility to care for
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the congregations. In 1954, 1too was appre-
hended, and | was sentenced to four gears
in prison.. My son, Jan, and his son Jura
were also imprisoned for maintaining their
Christian neutrality. | spent two years in
the Pankrac state penitentiary in'Prague,
An amnesty was declared in” 1956, and |
was released.

~ Freedomat Last!

Finally, in 1989, Communism lost its grip
on Czechoslovakia, and the work of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses was IegaIIY re?|stered.
Thus, we were free to meet together and
to preach openly. By that time Zahor had
nearly a hundred Witnesses, which meant
that about 1 out of eve% 10 persons in the
village was a Witness, A few years ago, we
built'a beautiful, spacious Kingdom all in
Zahor, with a seating capacity of about 200.

MK health is no Ion?er very good, so the
brothers drive me to the Kingdom Hall, |
find pleasure in being there and enéoy ng-
Ing comments at the Watchtower Study. |
am especially happy to see representatives
of three generations of my family servin
Jehovah, mcludm? severdl of the grand-
children. One of these served as a trav-
eling overseer of Jehovah's Witnesses in
Czechoslovakia until his family responsi-
bilities prevented him from meeting the
schedule.

| am thankful to Jehovah for strength-
ening me during my many times of fest.
Kee_pm%; my attention focused on him—"as
seeing the One who is invisible”—is what
has sustained me. (Hebrews 11:27) Yes, |
have felt his mighty hand of deliverance.
That is why, even ndw, | continue to try to
be present at congregation meetings and to
share in declaring fis name in the public
ministry to the extent that | am able.



"HOLD ON TO
WHAT YOU HAVE"

group of Witnesses were preaching on one of about 30
A islands making up the Cyclades Islands of Greece. As

two of them made their way down the street, they met
a policeman who told them to follow him to the police station.
Shortly after they arrived at the police station, the telephone
rang. It was the village priest. "I heard that there are Jehovah's
Witnesses in the village," he said. "Yes, | have two here," the
policeman replied. "I'll be right down." From the tone of the con-
versation, the brothers became somewhat apprehensive.

Upon his arrival, however, the priest smiled, shook their hands,
and sat down on the chair next to the policeman. As the discus-
sion proceeded, the policeman became contentious while the
priest remained reasonable and courteous. He told the policeman
not to belittle the Witnesses, and he added: "They can answer
any question because they receive training in the Theocratic Min-
istry School. It would be easier to shake the world off its foun-
dation than to change the faith of one of Jehovah's Witnesses."

While preaching the following morning, the brothers encoun-
tered the priest again and asked: "Why were you so friendly to
us during the discussion at the police station?" The priest told

them that he was acquainted with
many Witnesses in Syros and that
he had been reading the Watch-
tower and Awake! magazines for
many years. In fact, on a num-
ber of occasions he has taken a
Watchtower magazine, hidden it
in a folder, and used it to give his
sermon in church. He remarked: "I
don't think life would be worth liv-
ing if 1didn't have your literature.
That is what keeps me going."

Later, the priest told the Wit-
nesses: "I must tell you one thing.
Hold on to what you have. Don't
make a mistake and leave it. What
lam telling you now is the best ser-
mon I've ever given, and | am not
just saying it with my mouth; |
mean it with all my heart."
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

Paul Boldly Withesses Before Dignitaries

HE contrast between the two men could not

have been more pronounced. One wore a

crown while the other wore chains. One
was a king; the other, a prisoner. After two years
in jail, the apostle Paul now stood before the rul-
er of the Jews, Herod Agrippa Il. The king and
his consort, Bernice, had come "with much pomp-
ous show and entered into the audience chamber
together with military commanders as well as men
of eminence in the city." (Acts 25:23) One refer-
ence work says: "There were probably several
hundred people present.”

The newly appointed governor, Festus, had ar-
ranged for the meeting. The governor who pre-
ceded him, Felix, had been content to let Paul lan-
guish in prison. But Festus questioned the validity
of the charges against Paul. Why, Paul was so
insistent on his innocence that he had demand-
ed to present his case to Caesar! Paul's case
stirred King Agrippa's curiosity. "I myself would
also like to hear the man," he said. Festus quick-
ly made arrangements, likely wondering what the
king would think of this unique prisoner.— Acts
24:27-25:22.

The next day, Paul found himself standing be-
fore a large crowd of dignitaries. "I count myself
happy that it is before you | am to make my de-
fense this day," he said to Agrippa, "especially
as you are expert on all the customs as well as
the controversies among Jews. Therefore | beg
you to hear me patiently."— Acts 26:2, 3.

Paul's Bold Defense
First, Paul told Agrippa about his past as a per-
secutor of Christians. "l tried to force them to
make a recantation," he said. "l went so far as to
persecuting them even in outside cities." Paul went
on to relate how he received a striking vision in
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which the resurrected Jesus asked him: "Why are
you persecuting me? To keep kicking against the
goads makes it hard for you."*— Acts 26:4-14.

Jesus then commissioned Saul to witness to peo-
ple of all nations "both of things you have seen
and things | shall make you see respecting me."
Paul related that he diligently strove to fulfill his
assignment. Yet, "on account of these things," he
told Agrippa, "Jews seized me in the temple and
attempted to slay me." Appealing to Agrippa's
interest in Judaism, Paul stressed that his witness-
ing really involved "saying nothing except things
the Prophets as well as Moses stated were going
to take place" regarding the Messiah's death and
resurrection.— Acts 26:15-23.

Festus interrupted. "Great learning is driving
you into madness!" he exclaimed. Paul replied: "I
am not going mad, Your Excellency Festus, but |
am uttering sayings of truth and of soundness of
mind." Paul then said of Agrippa: "The king to
whom | am speaking with freeness of speech well
knows about these things; for | am persuaded that
not one of these things escapes his notice, for
this thing has not been done in a corner."— Acts
26:24-26.

Then Paul addressed Agrippa directly. "Do you,
King Agrippa, believe the Prophets?" The ques-
tion undoubtedly made Agrippa uncomfortable.
After all, he had an image to maintain, and to
agree with Paul would be siding with what Festus
called "madness." Perhaps sensing Agrippa's hes-
itancy, Paul answered his own question. "! know
you believe," he said. Agrippa now spoke, but he
kept his words noncommittal. "In a short time,"
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he said to Paul, "you would persuade me to be-
come a Christian."— Acts 26:27, 28.

Paul skillfully used Agrippa's evasive statement
to make a powerful point. "I could wish to God,"
he said, "that whether in a short time or in a long
time not only you but also all those who hear me
today would become men such as | also am, with
the exception of these bonds."— Acts 26:29.

Agrippa and Festus saw nothing in Paul deserv-
ing of death or imprisonment. Still, his request to
present his case to Caesar could not be rescind-
ed. That is why Agrippa said to Festus: "This man
could have been released if he had not appealed
to Caesar."— Acts 26:30-32.

Lesson for Us

Paul's method of witnessing before dignitaries
provides an outstanding example for us. In speak-
ing to King Agrippa, Paul used discretion. He was
no doubt aware of the scandal surrounding Agrip-
pa and Bernice. Theirs was an incestuous relation-
ship, for Bernice was actually Agrippa's sister. But

on this occasion Paul did not choose to lecture on
morality. Instead, he emphasized points that he
and Agrippa held in common. Furthermore, al-
though Paul was instructed by the learned Phari-
see Gamaliel, he acknowledged that Agrippa was
an expert in Jewish customs. (Acts 22:3) Despite
Agrippa's personal ethics, Paul spoke to him with
respect because Agrippa held a position of au-
thority.— Romans 13:7.

While we boldly witness about our beliefs, it
is not our goal to expose or condemn the un-
clean practices of our listeners. Rather, in order
to make it easier for them to accept the truth, we
should stress the positive aspects of the good
news, emphasizing hopes we hold in common.
When speaking to those who are older or who
are in authority, we should acknowledge their po-
sition. (Leviticus 19:32) In this way, we can imi-
tate Paul, who said: "I have become all things to
people of all sorts, that | might by all means save
some."— 1 Corinthians 9:22.
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T 23, 1997, was

a special day for those gath-

ered at the "Faith in God's

Word" District Convention in

Greece. At the close of the af-

ternoon session, a new Bible was

released— the New World Translation of the

Holy Scriptures in modern Greek. The surprised

audience responded at once with tears of joy and
a lengthy standing ovation!

Since 1905, Jehovah's Witnesses had been
using a 19th-century Bible translation that was
produced by a Greek Orthodox clergyman. This
Bible served them well for many years. For some
time, though, Jehovah's Witnesses felt the need
for a Bible translation that was more accurate and
easier to understand. In 1993, they were hap-
py to receive a Greek version of the New World
Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
Now, however, they were overjoyed to have the
entire Bible in modern Greek.

One appreciative Witness called the New
World Translation "a poem, a soft breeze car-

I

Bible
odern
reek

rying Jehovah's voice, which for the first time,
we can understand clearly in our own language.”
Some began reading their new Bible as soon as
they got home. One excited conventioner did not
put down his Bible until one o'clock in the morn-
ing, when he had finished reading the entire book
of Job!

The New World Translation of the Holy Scrip-
tures in Greek is the result of some seven years
of painstaking work. One letter that was received
said: "You can rest assured that the New World
Translation is going to assist us greatly in helping
sincere people to learn about Jehovah."
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