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i AN you really trust anyone nowa­
ff  days?’ You may have heard some 

frustrated individual ask this ques­
tion. Or you may even have asked the ques­
tion yourself when emotionally troubled 
over a turn  of events in your life.

Undeniably, there is a worldwide lack 
of confidence in institutions and in oth­
er people. Oftentimes, this lack of confi­
dence is justified. Does anyone really expect 
most politicians to keep all their preelec­
tion promises? A 1990 survey of 1,000 stu­
dents in Germany indicated that whereas 
16.5 percent of them were confident that 
politicians could solve world problems, twice 
as many expressed strong doubts. And a ma­
jority said that they lacked confidence in the 
ability of politicians to solve problems as 
well as in their willingness to do so.

The newspaper Stuttgarter Nachrichten 
complained: “Too many politicians have first 
their own interests in mind and then, just 
possibly, those of their voters.” People in 
other countries agree. The newspaper The 
European said of one land: “Youth’s cyni­

cism towards the politicians is well found­
ed and shared by their elders.” It noted 
that ‘the electorate regularly throws the 
political parties out of office.’ The news­
paper further said: “Anyone spending time 
among young people [there] is immediately 
struck by their lack of confidence and sense 
of dislocation.” Yet, without public confi­
dence, a democratic government can achieve 
little. Former U.S. President John F. Kenne­
dy once noted: “The basis of effective gov­
ernment is public confidence.”

As to confidence in the world of finance, 
sudden economic reversals and get-rich- 
quick schemes turned sour have caused 
many to be hesitant. When world stock mar­
kets fluctuated wildly in October 1997, a 
newsmagazine spoke about “a raging and 
sometimes irrational lack of confidence” and 
about “the no-confidence contagion.” It also 
said that “confidence has been so drained 
[in one Asian country] that the very exis­
tence of the regime . . .  seems threatened.” 
In summary, it stated the obvious: “Econo­
mies rely on confidence.”

WHY THE CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE?



Religion is also failing to inspire confi­
dence. The German religious journal Christ 
in der Gegenwart sadly comments: “The 
level of confidence placed in the Church by 
the populace continues to fall.” Between 
1986 and 1992, the number of Germans with 
much, or at least a good measure of, confi­
dence in the church fell from 40 to 33 per­
cent. In fact, in former East Germany, it 
dropped to below 20 percent. Conversely, 
people who had little or no confidence in the 
church grew from 56 to 66 percent in what 
was formerly West Germany and to 71 per­
cent in the former East Germany.

A drop in confidence has become apparent 
in fields other than politics, finance, and re­
ligion—the three pillars of human society. 
Another example is law enforcement. Loop­
holes in criminal codes, difficulties in ad­
ministering the law justly, and questionable 
court decisions have seriously shaken peo­
ple’s trust. According to Time magazine, 
“the frustrations of citizens and police have 
reached a point of no confidence in a sys­
tem that repeatedly puts dangerous felons 
back on the street.” In the face of charges of 
police corruption and brutality, confidence 
even in the police has plummeted.

Regarding international politics, abort­
ed peace talks and broken cease-fires point 
up a lack of confidence. Bill Richardson, 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, put 
his finger on the main stumbling block to 
achieving peace in the Middle East, saying 
simply: “There is a lack of confidence.”

Meanwhile on a more personal level, many 
people lack confidence even in close rela­
tives and friends, the very ones that hu­
mans normally turn to for understanding 
and comfort when they have problems. It 
is much like the situation that the Hebrew 
prophet Micah described: “Do not put your 
faith in a companion. Do not put your trust 
in a confidential friend. From her who is

lying in your bosom guard the openings of 
your mouth.”—Micah 7:5.

A Sign of the Times
German psychologist Arthur Fischer was 

recently quoted as saying: “Confidence in 
society’s development and in one’s person­
al future has actually dropped dramatically 
on all fronts. Young people doubt that soci­
ety’s institutions can help them. Their con­
fidence goes to the point of nonexistence, 
whether it be political, religious, or any oth­
er organization.” It is no wonder that sociol­
ogist Ulrich Beck speaks about a “culture 
of doubt” toward long-standing authorities, 
institutions, and experts.

In such a culture, people tend to with­
draw, to reject all authority, and to live ac­
cording to personal standards, making 
decisions independent of counsel or direc­
tion from others. Some become overly sus­
picious, possibly even inconsiderate, when 
dealing with those they feel they cannot 
trust anymore. This attitude promotes an 
unhealthy climate, such as described in the 
Bible: “In the last days critical times hard 
to deal with will be here. For men will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, self- 
assuming, haughty, blasphemers, disobedi­
ent to parents, unthankful, disloyal, hav­
ing no natural affection, not open to any 
agreement, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers, 
headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of 
pleasures rather than lovers of God, having 
a form of godly devotion but proving false 
to its power.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Proverbs 
18:1) Truly, today’s crisis of confidence is a 
sign of the times, a sign of “the last days.”

In a world suffering a crisis of confi­
dence and teeming with people like those 
described above, life cannot really be en­
joyed to the full. But is it realistic to think 
that things will change? Can today’s crisis 
of confidence be overcome? If so, how and 
when?

4 THE WATCHTOWER— AUGUST 15, 1998



CONFIDENCE CAN BE RESTORED!

ALTHOUGH the current crisis of confi­
dence is a sign of “the last days,” 

klack of confidence also became ap­
parent thousands of years ago. (2 Timothy 
3:1) It first arose in a most unlikely place 
—in a paradise. The Bible says of the loca­
tion: “God planted a garden in Eden, toward 
the east, and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. Thus Jehovah God made to 
grow out of the ground every tree desirable 
to one’s sight and good for food and also the 
tree of life in the middle of the garden and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and bad.” 
—Genesis 2:8, 9.

Subsequent verses shed light on what this 
has to do with the modern-day crisis of con­
fidence. We read: “Jehovah God also laid this 
command upon the man: ‘From every tree of 
the garden you may eat to satisfaction. But 
as for the tree of the knowledge of good and 
bad you must not eat from it, for in the 
day you eat from it you will positively die.’ ” 
(Genesis 2:16, 17) Did Adam have any rea­
son to doubt what Jehovah said?

We read on: “Now the serpent proved to 
be the most cautious of all the wild beasts 
of the field that Jehovah God had made. So 
it began to say to the woman: ‘Is it real­

ly so that God said you must not eat from 
every tree of the garden?’ At this the wom­
an said to the serpent: ‘Of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden we may eat. But as for 
eating of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said, “You 
must not eat from it, no, you must not touch 
it that you do not die.” ’ At this the serpent 
said to the woman: ‘You positively will not 
die. For God knows that in the very day of 
your eating from it your eyes are bound to

Lack o f confidence 
in God leads to damaged 

human relations

be opened and you are bound to be like God, 
knowing good and bad.’ Consequently the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food 
and that it was something to be longed for 
to the eyes, yes, the tree was desirable to 
look upon. So she began taking of its fruit 
and eating it. Afterward she gave some also 
to her husband when with her and he began 
eating it.”—Genesis 3:1-6.

In ignoring God’s clear warning, Adam
the  w a t c h to w e r — A u g u s t  is , 1998 5



and Eve demonstrated lack of confidence 
in Jehovah. They mirrored God’s adversary 
Satan, who had spoken to Eve through the 
literal serpent. Satan lacked confidence in 
Jehovah’s way of ruling. Because of this and 
a proud and ambitious heart, he rebelled 
against God and misled humans into doing 
the same. He influenced them into thinking 
that God was not to be trusted.

The Result? Strained Relations
You may have observed that individuals 

who do not tru st others find it difficult 
to maintain friendships. Publilius Syrus, 
a Latin writer of the first century B.C.E., 
wrote: “Confidence is the only bond of 
friendship.” By their act of rebellion, Adam 
and Eve showed that they did not trust God. 
Hence, God certainly had no reason to trust

Humans are worthy  
o f confidence only to the 

degree that they act 
in harmony w ith  
godly principles

them. As a result of a breakdown in trust, 
or confidence, the first humans lost God’s 
friendship. There is no indication that Jeho­
vah ever spoke to them again after he con­
demned them for their rebellion.

The relationship between Adam and Eve 
also suffered. Jehovah warned Eve: “In birth 
pangs you will bring forth children, and 
your craving will be for your husband, and 
he will dominate you.” (Genesis 3:16) The 
Jerusalem Bible says: “He will lord it over 
you.” Instead of exercising loving headship 
over his wife, as God had wanted, Adam now 
became her master, lording it over her.

After they had sinned, Adam tried to 
shift the blame to his wife. In his opinion it

was because of what she had done that they 
were ejected from a perfect garden into 
an unfinished earth, doomed to slave under 
less than ideal conditions before returning 
to the dust. (Genesis 3:17-19) We can well 
imagine that this was a source of friction 
between the two. Adam may have overreact­
ed, voicing that he would never listen to Eve 
again. Possibly he felt justified in telling 
her, in effect, ‘From now on, I’m the boss!’ 
Eve, on the other hand, may have seen that 
Adam had failed in his role as family head, 
causing her to lose confidence in him. At 
any rate, by expressing a lack of confidence 
in God, humans lost their friendship with 
him and damaged their relationship with 
one another.

Whom Can We Trust?
Not everyone deserves our confidence, as 

the example of Adam and Eve illustrates. 
How can we know who does and who does 
not deserve our confidence?

Psalm 146:3 advises us: “Do not put your 
trust in nobles, nor in the son of earth­
ling man, to whom no salvation belongs.” 
And at Jeremiah 17:5-7, we read: “Cursed is 
the able-bodied man who puts his trust in 
earthling man and actually makes flesh his 
arm, and whose heart turns away from Je­
hovah himself.” On the other hand, “blessed 
is the able-bodied man who puts his tru st in 
Jehovah, and whose confidence Jehovah has 
become.”

Granted, putting confidence in humans 
is not always wrong. Those texts are sim­
ply making the point that confidence in 
God is never misplaced, but putting con­
fidence in imperfect humans can at times 
lead to disaster. For example, people who 
trust humans to achieve what only God can 
do—provide salvation and bring full peace 
with security—are headed for disappoint­
ment.—Psalm 46:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:3.
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Actually, humans and human institutions 
merit confidence only to the degree that 
they act in harmony with God’s purposes 
and demonstrate godly principles. Thus, if 
we are to inspire others to have confidence 
in us, we must speak the truth , being honest 
and reliable. (Proverbs 12:19; Ephesians 4: 
25; Hebrews 13:18) Only by conducting our­
selves in agreement with Bible principles 
will the trust others place in us be justified 
and prove to be a source of mutual strength 
and encouragement.

Restoring Confidence
Jehovah’s Witnesses have a solid basis for 

placing confidence in God and encouraging 
others to do likewise. Jehovah is faithful 
and loyal, one who can always be relied upon 
to do what he has said, because “it is impos­
sible for God to lie.” Confidence placed in the 
God of love will never lead to disappoint­
ment.—Hebrews 6:18; Psalm 94:14; Isaiah 
46:9-11; 1 John 4:8.

People who are united in having confi­
dence in Jehovah and who live by his prin­

ciples are strongly motivated to show confi­
dence in one another. In a world suffering a 
crisis of confidence, what a joy to find peo­
ple who are trustworthy! Imagine how dif­
ferent the world would be if we could have 
complete confidence in what everyone else 
says or does! In the coming new world that 
God has promised this will be the case. 
Never again will there be any crisis of 
confidence!

Would you like to live then? If so, Je­
hovah’s Witnesses invite you to strengthen 
your confidence in God and in his promises 
by learning more about his requirements 
for life. A study of the Bible offers proof 
that God exists, that he is interested in 
mankind’s welfare, and that he will soon act 
to correct world problems by means of his 
Kingdom. Millions have learned to put confi­
dence in God and in his Word, the Bible. Je­
hovah’s Witnesses will gladly demonstrate 
to you the public service of a Bible study 
course they offer free of charge. Or write to 
the publishers of this magazine for further 
information.
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“Si Best«Yo u r  Life

THE father was in the house, in bed, 
dying of cancer. His son was in the 
workshop, tidying up his father’s 
woodworking tools. As he handled the tools, 
he thought about the wonderful things his 

father had made with them. Though the 
workshop was next to the house, he knew 
that his father would never enter there 
again, never again hold the tools that he 
was so skilled at using. That time was past.

The son thought of the scripture at Ec­
clesiastes 9:10: “All that your hand finds 
to do, do with your very power, for there 
is no work nor devising nor knowledge nor 
wisdom in Sheol [the grave], the place to 
which you are going.” He knew that scrip­
ture well. He had used it many times when 
teaching others the Bible tru th  that death 
is a state of inactivity. Now the force of 
Solomon’s argument struck his heart—we 
should live life fully and enjoy our days 
while we can because the time will come 
when we are no longer able to do so.

Enjoy Life
Throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, 

wise King Solomon exhorts his readers to 
find enjoyment in life. Chapter 3, for exam­
ple, states: “I have come to know that there 
is nothing better for [people] than to rejoice 
and to do good during one’s life; and also 
that every man should eat and indeed drink 
and see good for all his hard work. It is the 
gift of God.”—Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13.

Solomon was inspired by God to repeat 
this thought: “Look! The best thing that I 
myself have seen, which is pretty, is that 
one should eat and drink and see good for

all his hard work with which he works hard 
under the sun for the number of the days 
of his life that the true God has given him, 
for that is his portion.”—Ecclesiastes 5:18.

Similarly, he exhorts young people: “Re­
joice, young man, in your youth, and let 
your heart do you good in the days of 
your young manhood [or, womanhood], 
and walk in the ways of your heart and 
in the things seen by your eyes.” (Eccle­
siastes 11:9a) How fine it is to enjoy to the 
full the strength and vigor of youth!—Prov­
erbs 20:29.

‘Remember Your Creator’
Of course, Solomon does not mean that it 

is wise to pursue everything that may ap­
peal to our heart or eyes. (Compare 1 John 
2:16.) This is clear from what he writes 
next: “But know that on account of all 
these [pursuits that may satisfy your de­
sires] the true God will bring you into judg­
ment.” (Ecclesiastes 11:9b) Whatever our 
age, we should remember that God observes 
what we do with our lives and will judge us 
accordingly.

How foolish it is to reason that we can 
live a self-centered life and postpone godly 
devotion until our later years! Our life could 
be cut short at any time. Even if it is not, 
serving God becomes no easier in old age. 
Recognizing this fact, Solomon writes: “Re­
member, now, your Grand Creator in the 
days of your young manhood, before the ca­
lamitous days proceed to come, or the years 
have arrived when you will say: ‘I have no 
delight in them.’”—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

Advancing age takes its toll. In sym-
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bolic term s Solo­
mon next describes the 
effects of advanced years. Hands and arms 
tremble, legs weaken, and teeth become 
few. Hair becomes white and falls out. Sleep 
is so light that one is awakened by the 
sound of a bird. The senses—sight, hear­
ing, touch, smell, and taste—all fade. The 
weakened body gives rise to fear of fall­
ing and other “terrors” on public thorough­
fares. Eventually the person dies.—Eccle­
siastes 12:2-7.

Old age is particularly calamitous for 
those who have failed to ‘remember their 
Grand Creator’ during their youth. Because 
of wasting his or her life, such a person 
‘has no delight’ in later years. A godless 
life-style may also add to the problems and 
pains of old age. (Proverbs 5:3-11) Sadly, 
when looking ahead, such ones see no fu­
ture but the grave.

Rejoicing in Old Age
This does not mean that elderly ones 

cannot enjoy life. In the Bible, “length of 
days and years of life” are also associated 
with God’s blessing. (Proverbs 3:1, 2) Jeho­
vah told his friend Abraham: “As for you, 
. . . you will be buried at a good old age.”

(Genesis 15:15) De­
spite the discomforts of 

advanced years, Abraham found peace and 
serenity in his later years, looking back 
with satisfaction on a life devoted to Jeho­
vah. He also looked forward in faith to a 
“city having real foundations,” God’s King­
dom. (Hebrews 11:10) Thus, he died “old 
and satisfied.”—Genesis 25:8.

Solomon therefore exhorted: “If a man 
should live even many years, in all of them 
let him rejoice.” (Ecclesiastes 11:8) Wheth­
er we are young or old, true joy is linked to 
our relationship with God.

As the young man in the workshop put 
away the last of his fa th e r’s tools, he 
thought about these things. He thought 
about all the people he knew who tried to 
make the best of their lives but who did not 
find happiness because they had no rela­
tionship with their Creator. How fitting it 
seemed that after giving encouragement to 
rejoice during one’s life, Solomon summa­
rized matters with the words: “The conclu­
sion of the matter, everything having been 
heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his 
commandments. For this is the whole obli­
gation of man”!—Ecclesiastes 12:13.
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J e h o v a h  s h o u l d  be
OUR CONFIDENCE

“Jehovah himself w ill prove to he, in effect, your confidence. ”
—PROVERBS 3:26.

THE motto “In God We Trust” appears 
on money of the United States of 
America. But do all those using this 

currency, in that land or elsewhere, really 
place their trust in God? Or do they put 

more trust in the money itself? Such trust 
in money of that land or any other country 
cannot be reconciled with trust in an al­
mighty God of love, who never misuses his 
power and who is in no way greedy. In fact, 
he condemns greed in unmistakable terms. 
—Ephesians 5:5.

2 True Christians place their confidence in 
God, not in riches, with its “deceptive pow-
1. Though many claim to trust in God, what sug­gests that they do not always do so?2. What attitude do true Christians have about the power of riches?

er.” (Matthew 13:22) They recognize that 
the power of money to promote happiness 
and to preserve life is seriously limited. Not 
so the power of Almighty God. (Zephaniah 
1:18) Therefore, how wise is the admonition: 
“Let your manner of life be free of the love 
of money, while you are content with the 
present things. For he has said: ‘I will by no 
means leave you nor by any means forsake 
you’”!—Hebrews 13:5.

3 When writing the above words to He­
brew Christians, the apostle Paul quoted 
instructions that Moses gave to the Isra­
elites shortly before his death: “Be coura­
geous and strong. Do not be afraid or suf-
3. How does the context of Deuteronomy 31:6 
shed light on Paul’s quotation of the verse?
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fer a shock before them, because Jehovah 
your God is the one marching with you. He 
will neither desert you nor leave you entire­
ly.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) The context shows 
that Moses was encouraging a confidence in 
Jehovah that went beyond simply trusting 
him to provide them with material needs. 
How so?

4 During the 40 years that Israel had to 
wander in the wilderness, God was faith­
ful in providing them with life’s necessi­
ties. (Deuteronomy 2:7; 29:5) He also provid­
ed leadership. One expression of this was a 
cloud by day and a fire by night, which led 
the Israelites to “a land flowing with milk 
and honey.” (Exodus 3:8; 40:36-38) As the 
time arrived for actually entering the Prom­
ised Land, Jehovah chose Joshua to be Mo­
ses’ successor. The occupants of the land 
could be expected to offer resistance. But 
Jehovah had marched with his people for 
decades, so there was no need to fear. The 
Israelites had every reason to know Jehovah 
as a God who could be trusted!

5 Christians today have been marching 
through the wilderness of the present wick­
ed world on their way to God’s new world. 
Some of them have been following this 
course for longer than 40 years. Now they 
are standing on the border of God’s new 
world. Yet, enemies still stand in the way, in­
tent upon hindering any from entering what 
will become like a Promised Land, more 
glorious than the ancient one that flowed 
with milk and honey. So for Christians to­
day, how appropriate are Moses’ words, as re­
peated by Paul: “I will by no means leave you 
nor by any means forsake you”! All who re­
main strong and courageous, full of faith,
4. How did God prove to the Israelites that he 
could be trusted?
5. How is the situation of Christians today sim­
ilar to that of the Israelites before entering the 
Promised Land?

putting confidence in Jehovah, are sure of a 
reward.

Confidence Based on Knowledge and Friendship
6 At one point the Israelites’ forefather 

Abraham was commanded to sacrifice his 
son Isaac as a burnt offering. (Genesis 22:2) 
What enabled this loving father to have 
such unbreakable confidence in Jehovah 
that he was immediately willing to obey? 
Hebrews 11:17-19 answers: “By faith Abra­
ham, when he was tested, as good as offered 
up Isaac, and the man that had gladly re­
ceived the promises attempted to offer up 
his only-begotten son, although it had been 
said to him: ‘What will be called “your seed” 
will be through Isaac.’ But he reckoned that 
God was able to raise him up even from the 
dead; and from there he did receive him also 
in an illustrative way.”

7 Bear in mind that it took Abraham and 
Isaac three days to reach the site where the 
sacrifice was to occur. (Genesis 22:4) There 
was plenty of time for Abraham to reconsid­
er what he had been asked to do. Can we 
imagine his feelings, his emotions? Isaac’s 
birth had been such an unexpected cause 
for joy. That evidence of divine interven­
tion deepened the attachment that Abra­
ham and his formerly barren wife, Sarah, 
had to God. They certainly lived thereafter 
in expectation of what the future held for 
Isaac and for his descendants. Were their 
dreams coming to an abrupt end, as it might 
seem because of what God now asked?

8 Still, Abraham had confidence based 
on the personal knowledge that intimate 
friends have of one another. As “Jehovah’s
6, 7. (a) What put Abraham’s confidence in Je­hovah to the test? (b) How may Abraham have 
felt while journeying to the place where he was 
to sacrifice Isaac?8. How did Abraham’s confidence in God extend  
beyond believing that He could resurrect Isaac?
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friend,” Abraham “put faith in Jehovah, and 
it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
(James 2:23) Abraham’s confidence in Jeho­
vah went further than just believing that 
God could resurrect Isaac. Abraham was 
equally convinced that what Jehovah was 
asking him to do was proper, even though 
Abraham did not have all the facts. He had 
no reason to question that Jehovah was righ­
teous in making this request. Then, Abra­
ham’s confidence was strengthened as Jeho­
vah’s angel stepped in to prevent Isaac from 
actually being killed in sacrifice.—Genesis 
22:9-14.

9 Abraham had displayed this same kind 
of confidence in Jehovah’s righteousness 
some 25 years earlier. Warned that Sodom 
and Gomorrah were to be destroyed, he nat­
urally was concerned about the welfare of 
any righteous people living there, including 
his nephew Lot. Abraham appealed to God 
with the words: “It is unthinkable of you 
that you are acting in this manner to put to 
death the righteous man with the wicked 
one so that it has to occur with the righ­
teous man as it does with the wicked! It is 
unthinkable of you. Is the Judge of all the 
earth not going to do what is right?”—Gen­
esis 18:25.

10 The patriarch Abraham was convinced 
that Jehovah never does anything unrigh­
teous. The psalmist later sang: “Jehovah is 
righteous in all his ways and loyal in all his 
works.” (Psalm 145:17) We do well to ask 
ourselves: ‘Do I accept what Jehovah per­
mits me to experience without doubting his 
righteousness? Am I convinced that what­
ever he permits will turn out for my good 
and for the good of others too?’ If we can an­
swer yes, we have learned an important les­
son from Abraham.
9, 10. (a) When had Abraham earlier displayed 
confidence in Jehovah? (b) What important les­son can we learn from Abraham?

Displaying Confidence in Jehovah’s Choices
11 Those who view Jehovah as their confi­

dence also show confidence in the men Je­
hovah chooses to use in the outworking of 
his purposes. For the Israelites, this meant 
showing confidence in Moses and later in his 
successor, Joshua. For early Christians, it 
meant showing confidence in the apostles 
and older men of the Jerusalem congrega­
tion. For us today, it means having confi­
dence in “the faithful and discreet slave” 
appointed to give us our spiritual “food at 
the proper time,” as well as in those from 
among them who form the Governing Body. 
—Matthew 24:45.

12 Actually, placing our confidence in those 
taking the lead in the Christian congrega­
tion is for our own benefit. We are told: “Be 
obedient to those who are taking the lead 
among you and be submissive, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls as those who 
will render an account; that they may do this 
with joy and not with sighing, for this would 
be damaging to you.”—Hebrews 13:17.

Avoid Second-Guessing Jehovah’s Choices
13 The Bible helps us to be balanced in 

showing confidence in those taking the lead 
among Jehovah’s people. We might ask our­
selves: ‘Did Moses ever make mistakes? Did 
the apostles always show the Christlike a t­
titude that Jesus wanted them to have?’ 
The answers are obvious. Jehovah has cho­
sen to use loyal and devoted men to guide 
his people, even though they are imper­
fect men. Accordingly, while elders today 
are imperfect, we still ought to recognize
11, 12. (a) What aspect of confidence has been 
necessary for God’s servants? (b) What might be 
a problem for us at times?
13. What reason do we have for confidence in those appointed to take the lead?
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them as “[appointed by] the holy spirit [to 
be] overseers, to shepherd the congregation 
of God.” They deserve our support and re­
spect.—Acts 20:28.

14 Aaron was three years older than Mo­
ses, but both were younger than their sis­
ter, Miriam. (Exodus 2:3, 4; 7:7) And since 
Aaron was more fluent in speaking than 
was Moses, he was appointed to serve as his 
brother’s spokesman. (Exodus 6:29-7:2) Yet, 
to lead the Israelites, Jehovah did not choose 
the oldest, Miriam, or the most fluent, Aar­
on. His choice of Moses was made in full rec­
ognition of all the facts and the needs of 
the moment. When for a time they lacked 
this clear insight, Aaron and Miriam com­
plained: “Is it just by Moses alone that Je­
hovah has spoken? Is it not by us also that he 
has spoken?” Miriam, possibly the prime in­
stigator, was punished for this disrespect­
ful attitude toward Jehovah’s choice, whom 
she and Aaron should have recognized as 
“the meekest of all the men who were upon 
the surface of the ground.”—Numbers 12: 
1-3, 9-15.

15 When 12 spies were sent to spy out the 
Promised Land, 10 brought back a nega­
tive report. They threw fear into the hearts 
of the Israelites by speaking about the Ca- 
naanite “men of extraordinary size.” This, 
in turn, caused the Israelites “to murmur 
against Moses and Aaron.” But not all the 
spies displayed lack of confidence in Mo­
ses and in Jehovah. We read: “Then Caleb 
tried to still the people toward Moses and 
went on to say: ‘Let us go up directly, and 
we are bound to take possession of it, be­
cause we can surely prevail over it.’” (Num­
bers 13:2, 25-33; 14:2) Caleb’s firm stand
14. What is noteworthy about Jehovah’s choos­ing Moses rather than Aaron or Miriam as 
leader?
15, 16. How did Caleb prove that he had confi­
dence in Jehovah?

C onfidence in Jehovah includes respecting 
those ta k in g  the le a d  in the cong rega tion

was shared by his fellow spy Joshua. Both 
showed they had made Jehovah their confi­
dence when they said: “If Jehovah has found 
delight in us, then he will certainly bring 
us into this land and give it to us, a land 
that is flowing with milk and honey. Only 
. . . do not you fear the people of the land 
. . . Jehovah is with us. Do not fear them.” 
(Numbers 14:6-9) This confidence in Jeho­
vah was rewarded. Of the adult generation 
alive at that time, only Caleb, Joshua, and 
some Levites were privileged to enter the 
Promised Land.

16 Some years later Caleb said: “As for me, 
I followed Jehovah my God fully. . . . And 
now here Jehovah has preserved me alive, 
just as he promised, these forty-five years 
since Jehovah made this promise to Moses
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when Israel walked in the wilderness, and 
now here I am today eighty-five years old. 
Yet I am today as strong as on the day of 
Moses’ sending me out. As my power was 
then, so my power is now.” (Joshua 14:6-11) 
Note Caleb’s positive attitude, his faithful­
ness, and his physical abilities. Yet, Jehovah 
had not chosen Caleb to be Moses’ successor. 
This privilege was extended to Joshua. We 
can be confident that Jehovah had reasons 
for his choice, and it was the best choice.

17 The apostle Peter denied his Master 
three times. He had also impetuously taken 
matters into his own hands, striking off the 
ear of the slave of the high priest. (Mat­
thew 26:47-55, 69-75; John 18:10, 11) Some 
might say that Peter was a fearful, unbal­
anced person, unworthy of enjoying special 
privileges. Yet, who had been given the keys 
of the Kingdom, being privileged to open 
up the way to the heavenly calling to three 
groups? It was Peter.—Acts 2:1-41; 8:14-17; 
10:1-48.

18 These examples show that we must be 
careful about judging by outward appear­
ances. If we put our confidence in Jehovah, 
we will not doubt his choices. Although his 
earthly congregation is made up of imper­
fect humans, who have no claim to infalli­
bility, he is using them in a mighty way.
17. What might seemingly have made Peter in­
eligible for responsibility?
18. What error, as mentioned by Jude, do we 
want to avoid?

How Would You Answer?
□  What reasons did the Israelites have 

for trusting Jehovah?

□  As regards confidence, what can be 
learned from Abraham?

□  Why should we avoid second- 
guessing Jehovah's choices?

Jude, Jesus’ half brother, warned first- 
century Christians of individuals “disre­
garding lordship and speaking abusively of 
glorious ones.” (Jude 8-10) Never should we 
be like them.

19 Jehovah apparently chooses for certain 
responsibilities individuals who have the 
particular qualities necessary to guide his 
people in the way he wants them to go at 
that particular time. We ought to strive 
to recognize this fact, not second-guessing 
God’s choices, but being content humbly to 
serve where Jehovah has placed us individ­
ually. Thus we show that we have made Je­
hovah our confidence.—Ephesians 4:11-16; 
Philippians 2:3.

Displaying Confidence in Jehovah’s Righteousness
20 If we at times tend to put too much con­

fidence in ourselves and too little in Jeho­
vah, let us learn from Moses. When 40 years 
old, he set out on his own to free the Isra­
elites from Egyptian captivity. His efforts 
were doubtlessly well meant, but they did 
not result in Israel’s immediate deliverance, 
nor in bettering his own situation. In fact, 
he was forced to flee. Only after undergo­
ing 40 years of arduous training in a for­
eign land did he qualify to be selected to do 
what he had wanted to do earlier. This time 
he could be confident of Jehovah’s backing 
because now things were being done Jeho­
vah’s way at a time that fitted His time­
table.—Exodus 2:11-3:10.

21 Each of us might ask himself: ‘Do I 
sometimes run ahead of Jehovah and the el­
ders appointed in the congregation, trying 
to speed things up or do things my own 
way? Instead of feeling overlooked for cer­
tain privileges, do I readily accept my on-
19. Why do we have no reason to second-guess 
Jehovah’s choices?20, 21. What might we learn from God’s way of 
dealing with Moses?
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going period of training?' Basically, have we 
learned an important lesson from Moses?

22 Moreover, we can learn another lesson 
from Moses. Numbers 20:7-13 tells us of a 
mistake that he made, which cost him dear­
ly. He lost the privilege of leading the Isra­
elites into the Promised Land. Did he then 
respond that Jehovah's decision in the mat­
ter was unjust? Did he retreat into a cor­
ner, as it were, sulking because God was 
treating him so badly? Did Moses lose con-
22. Despite losing a great privilege, how did Mo­ses feel about Jehovah?

fidence in Jehovah's righteousness? We can 
find the answers in words that Moses him­
self spoke to Israel shortly before his death. 
Of Jehovah, Moses said: “Perfect is his ac­
tivity, for all his ways are justice. A God 
of faithfulness, with whom there is no in­
justice; righteous and upright is he." (Deu­
teronomy 32:4) Moses certainly retained his 
confidence in Jehovah to the very end. What 
about us? Are we individually taking steps 
to strengthen our confidence in Jehovah 
and his righteousness? How can we do so? 
Let us see.

St r e n g t h e n in g  o u r
CONFIDENCE IN 

G O D ’S RIGHTEOUSNESS
“For your confidence to come to be in Jehovah himself 

1 have given you knowledge. ’ — PROVERBS 22:19.

TRUE Christians are blessed with an 
accurate knowledge of Jehovah and 
of his purposes. A “faithful and dis­

creet slave” lovingly supplies them with 
spiritual “food at the proper time.” (Mat­

thew 24:45) The knowledge they gain pro­
vides them with a solid foundation on which 
to base confidence in God. Thus, as a group, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses display remarkable 
confidence in Jehovah and in his righteous­
ness.
1, 2. (a) Why do Jehovah’s W itnesses display confidence in Jehovah? (Proverbs 22:19) (b) What indicates that some individuals need to strengthen their confidence in Jehovah?

2 It appears, however, that as individu­
als some Witnesses may need to strength­
en such confidence. The Society occasional­
ly receives letters that express uncertainty 
about explanations given in its publica­
tions. These doubts may be a reaction to ad­
justments in understanding, or they may 
deal with matters that touch the inquirer, 
especially in an emotional way.—Compare 
John 6:60, 61.

3 Even true servants of Jehovah experi­
ence the truthfulness of Ecclesiastes 9:11:
3. What can happen even to faithful servants of 
Jehovah, and why?
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Even in the face o f  
pe rsona l loss, w e  can be 
con fiden t th a t Jehovah 
is righteous

keep his emotions under control.—Compare 
Mark 16:8.

5 How wise it is to view the death of 
a mate, parent, child, or close Christian 
friend as an opportunity to show confidence 
in Jehovah’s righteousness! Even in the face 
of personal loss, we can be confident that 
Jehovah is not unrighteous. We can have 
confidence that everyone who gains ever­
lasting life—whether through survival or 
by resurrection—will be happy. Of God, the 
psalmist says: “You are opening your hand 
and satisfying the desire of every living 
thing. Jehovah is righteous in all his ways 
and loyal in all his works. Jehovah is near 
to all those calling upon him, to all those 
who call upon him in trueness. The desire 
of those fearing him he will perform, and 
their cry for help he will hear, and he will 
save them.”—Psalm 145:16-19.

“I returned to see under 
the sun tha t the swift 
do not have the race, nor 
the mighty ones the bat­
tle, nor do the wise also 
have the food, nor do the 
understanding ones also 
have the riches, nor do 
even those having knowl­
edge have the favor; be­
cause time and unfore­
seen occurrence befall 
them  a ll.” How m ight 
th is  prove tru e  in  an 
ex ten d ed , or s p i r i tu ­
al, sense? We may have 
known C hristians who 
were swift about apply­
ing Bible counsel, mighty in defending 
the truth , wise in applying Bible princi­
ples, and zealous in the pursuit of accu­
rate knowledge. Yet, because of “time and 
unforeseen occurrence,” some may now see 
themselves limited as a result of an ac­
cident or advanced age. They may won­
der whether they will enter into God’s new 
world without ever having to suffer death.

4 When a Christian loses his marriage 
mate, the pain and sense of loss is severe. 
Together as a couple, they may have served 
Jehovah for years or even decades. The sur­
viving mate knows that death severs the 
marriage bond.* (1 Corinthians 7:39) Now, 
lest his confidence be undermined, he must

* See The Watchtower, October 15, 1967, page 638; June 1, 1987, page 30.
4, 5. Why do Christians not have any reason to 
lose their confidence in Jehovah’s righteousness?
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Feelings of Having Suffered Needlessly
6 In the past, some Witnesses have suf­

fered for refusing to share in an activ­
ity that their conscience now might per­
mit. For example, this might have been 
their choice years ago as to certain types 
of civilian service. A brother might now 
feel that he could conscientiously perform 
such without overstepping his Christian 
neutrality regarding the present system of 
things.

7 Was it unrighteous on Jehovah’s part to 
allow him to suffer for rejecting what he 
now might do without consequences? Most 
who have had that experience would not 
think so. Rather, they rejoice that they had 
the opportunity of demonstrating publicly 
and clearly that they were determined to 
be firm on the issue of universal sovereign­
ty. (Compare Job 27:5.) W hat reason could 
anyone have to regret having followed his 
conscience in taking a firm stand for Jeho­
vah? By loyally upholding Christian prin­
ciples as they understood them or by re­
sponding to the proddings of conscience, 
they proved worthy of Jehovah’s friend­
ship. Certainly, it is wise to avoid a course 
that would disturb one’s conscience or that 
would likely cause others to be stumbled. 
We can think in this regard of the example 
that the apostle Paul set.—1 Corinthians 8: 
12, 13; 10:31-33.

8 In order to please Jehovah, the Jews 
were required to obey the Ten Command­
ments and also a wide variety of about 
600 additional laws. Later, under the Chris­
tian arrangement, obedience to these laws
6, 7. (a) Why m ight some W itnesses who suf­fered in the past now have a different under­standing? (b) Why should we not view Jehovah as unrighteous for having permitted such suf­
fering in the past?8. Why did Jewish Christians, who formerly held to the Law, have no reason to question Je­
hovah’s righteousness?

as such was no longer a requirement for 
serving Jehovah, not even for fleshly Jews. 
The laws no longer binding included those 
dealing with circumcision, keeping the 
Sabbath, offering animal sacrifices, and ob­
serving certain dietary restrictions. (1 Co­
rinthians 7:19; 10:25; Colossians 2:16, 17; 
Hebrews 10:1, 11-14) Jews—including the 
apostles—who became Christians were re­
leased from the obligation to keep laws that 
they were required to obey when they were 
under the Law covenant. Did they complain 
that God’s arrangement was unrighteous 
in having formerly required of them things 
that were no longer necessary? No, they re­
joiced in the broadened understanding of 
Jehovah’s purposes.—Acts 16:4, 5.

9 In modern times, there have been some 
Witnesses who were very strict in their 
view of what they would or would not do. 
For that reason they suffered more than 
others. Later, increased knowledge helped 
them to expand their view of matters. But 
they have no reason to regret having earli­
er acted in harmony with their conscience, 
even when this possibly brought extra suf­
fering. It truly is commendable that they 
demonstrated their willingness to suffer in 
faithfulness to Jehovah, to “do all things 
for the sake of the good news.” Jehovah 
blesses that kind of godly devotion. (1 Co­
rinthians 9:23; Hebrews 6:10) The apostle 
Peter wrote with insight: “If, when you are 
doing good and you suffer, you endure it, 
this is a thing agreeable with God.”—1 Pe­
ter 2:20.

Learning From Jonah
10 When directed to go to Nineveh, Jonah

9. What has been true of some W itnesses, but why do they have no cause for regret?10, 11. How did Jonah show a lack of confidence 
in Jehovah (a) when given the assignment to go 
to Nineveh? (b) when God did not destroy the Ninevites?
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A re you sure th a t your confidence is in Jehovah?

showed a lack of appreciation for the con­
fidence that Jehovah was placing in him. 
After a terrifying experience brought on 
by his own reluctance to obey, Jonah came 
to his senses, realized his mistake, accept­
ed his foreign assignment, and warned the 
Ninevites of impending destruction. Then 
came the unexpected: Because of the Nin­
evites’ repentant attitude, Jehovah deter­
mined to forgo their destruction.—Jonah 1: 
1-3:10.

11 Jonah’s reaction? Disgruntled, he com­
plained to God in prayer. The gist of his 
grievance was: T imagined tha t things 
would turn out this way. That’s why I didn’t

want to come to Nineveh in the first place. 
Now, after all I’ve gone through, including 
the terror and humiliation of being swal­
lowed by a big fish, and after my hard 
work warning the Ninevites of imminent 
destruction, this! All my work and suffer­
ing were for nothing! I might as well be 
dead!’—Jonah 4:1-3.

12 Did Jonah have a valid reason for com­
plaint? Was Jehovah unrighteous in ex­
tending mercy to repentant wrongdoers? 
Actually, Jonah should have rejoiced; tens 
of thousands of people were to be spared 
execution! (Jonah 4:11) But his disrespect-
12. What can we learn from Jonah’s experience?
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ful, complaining attitude showed that he 
was not expressing profound confidence in 
Jehovah’s righteousness. He was thinking 
too much of himself and too little of oth­
ers. Let us learn from Jonah by keeping 
ourselves and our personal feelings in the 
background. Let us be convinced that obey­
ing Jehovah, following the direction giv­
en through his organization and accepting 
his decisions, is the right thing to do. We 
are convinced that “it will turn out well 
with those fearing the true God.”—Eccle­
siastes 8:12.

Now Is the Time to Strengthen Our Confidence!
13 Strengthening our confidence in Jeho­

vah is the course of wisdom. (Proverbs 3: 
5-8) Of course, we must do more than just 
pray that Jehovah help us become more 
confident. Confidence grows based on ac­
curate knowledge, so we must make per­
sonal Bible study, reading both the Bible 
and Bible-explanatory literature, part of 
our daily routine. Regular attendance at 
Christian meetings is vital, as are good 
preparation and participation to the extent 
possible. Making it a habit to share Bible 
truths with others, tactfully overcoming ob­
jections, also deepens our confidence in Je­
hovah and in his Word. We are thus becom­
ing more involved with him on a daily basis.

14 In the near future, the greatest time of 
tribulation ever to strike the human race 
will break forth suddenly. (Matthew 24:21) 
When it does, servants of God will need 
as never before to display confidence in Je­
hovah’s righteousness and in the direction 
provided by his organization. In a symbolic 
way, they will then confidently obey God’s
13. How can all of us strengthen our confidence in Jehovah?
14. Why will God’s people shortly be called upon to display their confidence in Jehovah as 
never before?

injunction: “Go, my people, enter into your 
interior rooms, and shut your doors behind 
you. Hide yourself for but a moment un­
til the denunciation passes over.” (Isaiah 
26:20) Already they have entered into the 
protective atmosphere of over 85,000 con­
gregations in 232 lands. Whatever may ad­
ditionally be included in the injunction “en­
ter into your interior rooms,” we can be 
confident that Jehovah will help us to car­
ry it out.

15 It is imperative that we strengthen our 
confidence now. W ithout confidence in our 
Christian brothers, in Jehovah’s organiza­
tion and, above all, in Jehovah himself, sur­
vival will be impossible. So how appropriate 
it is that during 1998, Jehovah’s Witness­
es throughout the world have repeatedly 
been reminded, by the words of their year- 
text, that “everyone who calls on the name 
of Jehovah will be saved”! (Romans 10:13) 
Of that we must continue to be confident. 
If we detect even the slightest tinge of un­
certainty in this confidence, we should work 
to rectify it now, yes, today.

Jehovah’s Judgment Will Be Righteous
16 At Hebrews 3:14, anointed Christians 

are warned: “We actually become partakers 
of the Christ only if we make fast our hold 
on the confidence we had at the beginning 
firm to the end.” In principle, these words 
also apply to Christians who have an earth­
ly hope. Initial confidence can erode if it is 
not developed. How vital that we contin­
ue pursuing accurate knowledge, thereby 
strengthening the foundation upon which 
our confidence is based!
15. How has the m atter of confidence been  
stressed during 1998, and why rightly so?
16. What can happen to confidence if  it is not 
cultivated, and how can we prevent this from 
happening?
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17 All nations will shortly be examined by 
Christ so that he can “separate people one 
from another, just as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.” (Matthew 25:31- 
33) We can be confident that Christ will 
be righteous in judging who is worthy of 
survival. Jehovah has given him the wis­
dom, insight, and other necessary qualities 
“to judge the inhabited earth in righteous­
ness.” (Acts 17:30, 31) Let our conviction be 
like that of Abraham, who said: “It is un­
thinkable of you [Jehovah] that you are act­
ing in this manner to put to death the righ­
teous man with the wicked one so that it 
has to occur with the righteous man as it 
does with the wicked! It is unthinkable of 
you. Is the Judge of all the earth not going 
to do what is right?”—Genesis 18:25.

18 With complete confidence in Jehovah’s 
righteousness, we need not worry about 
finding answers to questions like: ‘How will 
babies and small children be judged? Might 
it be that a large number of people will not 
yet have been reached with the good news 
when Armageddon arrives? What about the 
mentally ill? What about . . . ?’ Granted, 
at present we may not know how Jehovah 
will resolve these issues. He will do so, how­
ever, in a righteous and merciful way. We 
should never doubt that. In fact, we may be 
amazed and delighted to observe him re­
solve them in a way that we never even con­
sidered.—Compare Job 42:3; Psalm 78:11- 
16; 136:4-9; Matthew 15:31; Luke 2:47.

19 Jehovah’s organization does not dis­
courage sincere, timely questions, as some
17. Why can we be confident that as regards sur­vival, Jesus will judge correctly?
18. Why should we not become overly concerned about what we may not know at present?
19. 20. (a) Why is it not wrong to ask reason­
able questions? (b) When will Jehovah provide needed answers?

opposers mistakenly claim. (1 Peter 1:10- 
12) However, the Bible counsels that we 
avoid foolish, speculative questions. (Ti­
tus 3:9) Asking reasonable questions and 
searching God’s Word and Christian publi­
cations to find Scriptural answers can in­
crease our accurate knowledge and can thus 
strengthen our confidence in Jehovah. The 
organization follows the example of Jesus. 
He refrained from commenting on ques­
tions for which the proper time for answer­
ing had not arrived. He explained: “I have 
many things yet to say to you, but you are 
not able to bear them at present.” (John 16: 
12) He also admitted that some things he 
himself did not know at tha t point.—Mat­
thew 24:36.

20 Jehovah still has much to reveal. How 
wise it is to wait upon him, confident that 
the timeliness of his manifesting his pur­
poses will be right for meeting the needs 
of the occasion. We can be confident that 
once Jehovah’s due time has arrived, we 
will have the joy of gaining additional in­
sight into his ways. Yes, we will be reward­
ed, provided that we exercise absolute con­
fidence in Jehovah and in the organization 
he is using. Proverbs 14:26 assures us: “In 
the fear of Jehovah there is strong confi­
dence, and for his sons there will come to 
be a refuge.”

What Do You Think?
□  Why is it unwise to allow emotions 

to undermine our confidence in 
Jehovah?

□  What can we learn from Jonah's 
experience?

□  Why are Bible study and meeting 
attendance so important?
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living and 
Preaching 

in the 
Shadow of 
a Volcano

T IS a frightening 
■  experience. It could 
I  very well be like the 

end of the world that the Bi­
ble speaks of. We must re­
main alert and be in good 
standing before Jehovah 
God every moment.” Those 
are the words of Victor, one 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, in 
relating his experience of 
living very near the Popo­
catepetl volcano, popularly 
called Popo, in Mexico.

This ru m b lin g  volca­
no has been in the inter­
national news since 1994.* 
The authorities concluded 
tha t everything within a 
20-mile radius of the cra­
ter is in a high-risk zone.

* A w a k e !  magazine of March 8, 1997, reported on this menacing volcano.

The south side of the volcano is especially dangerous because 
the crater is tilted in that direction and there are a number 
of deep ravines through which lava and mud could spill out 
from the crater.

Naturally, many wonder what would happen to Mexico City 
in case the volcano had a major eruption. Is that city at risk? 
Then there are also all those people in the state of Morelos 
to the south of the volcano. Are all in that area also in dan­
ger? And what is it like living in the shadow of the volcano, 
not knowing what might happen from day to day?

The Threat of the Volcano
Downtown Mexico City is about 45 miles northwest of Po­

pocatepetl, although some suburbs are as close as 25 miles. 
Technically, the entire metropolitan area, with its popula­
tion of 20 million, is outside the danger zone. However, de­
pending on the direction of the wind, this area could be af­
fected if a large quantity of ash is expelled by the volcano.

The effects of volcanic ash are usually more severe on the 
east side of the volcano. This area includes the city of Puebla 
and a number of smaller cities and towns, with about 200,000 
living within the high-risk area. On Sunday, May 11, 1997, 
the volcano spewed tons of ash into the air and scattered it
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all over this area, reaching as far as the 
state of Veracruz, more than 200 miles to the 
east. In the area south of the volcano, in the 
state of Morelos, there are several cities and 
towns with a total population of about 40,- 
000 that could also be in serious danger.

In the midst of all of this, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses live and work. In Mexico City, there 
are more than 90,000 of them in some 1,700 
congregations. The Watch Tower Society’s 
branch is located outside of Mexico City to 
the northeast, within about 60 miles of the 
volcano. There are more than 800 volunteers 
serving at the branch, besides some 500 vol­
unteers who are working on a large con­
struction project. All of them are outside the 
risk zone.

In the state of Morelos, there are about 50 
congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses with 
more than 2,000 Kingdom publishers. Some 
of these, located in Tetela del Volcan and 
Hueyapan, are as close as 12 miles to the cra­
ter. In addition, to the east in the state of 
Puebla, there are congregations with about 
600 publishers living within 15 to 20 miles 
from the volcano. These, of course, could be 
in serious danger.

Jehovah’s Witnesses Remain Active
In spite of the constant threat, Jehovah’s 

Witnesses have not stopped their preach­
ing work in this area. They have also kept 
up their schedule of Christian meetings, 
which gives them a sense of unity and con­
fidence under these adverse circumstances. 
(Hebrews 10:24, 25) A report from one of the 
congregations states: “There has been a re­
markable change in the attitude of the peo­
ple toward the Kingdom good news. In a 
small village, for instance, 18 people have 
recently accepted home Bible studies.”

Another congregation, located 12 miles 
from the volcano, reports: “The growth has 
been outstanding. This congregation was es-
22 The w a t c h to w e r — A ug u st  is , 1998

tablished in November 1996. During the fol­
lowing six months, 10 individuals became 
qualified to share in the field ministry. 
Some publishers live only ten miles from 
the crater. Christian meetings are being 
held there, and they have about 40 in atten­
dance.”

Magdalena, who lives in San Agustin 
Ixtahuixtla, Puebla, just 15 miles from the 
volcano, has kept very active conducting Bi­
ble studies. She relates what happened after 
one serious eruption.

“We were notified that we should leave our 
homes, which we did—under a rain of ash. 
In spite of the urgent situation, I thought of 
the Dorado family with whom I was study­
ing the Bible. Some brothers and I went to 
the Dorados’ house to help them move to a 
safer place. In the nearby city of Puebla, the 
relief committee of Jehovah’s Witnesses had 
already set up operation. The Dorado family 
was very impressed with the way we all were 
treated there. We had accommodations in 
different places, prepared for us in advance 
by our Christian brothers. We lacked noth­
ing, even though we were far from home. 
This family had attended some meetings at 
the Kingdom Hall, but they were surprised 
by the love shown them by brothers whom 
they had never met. Some weeks after re­
turning to our homes, this family began to 
attend all the meetings regularly. Soon they 
qualified to be publishers of the good news. 
Two of them have now been baptized. They 
have served as auxiliary pioneer ministers 
for some months and are making plans to en­
ter the regular pioneer service.”

M artha, a 20-year-old girl who lives 
13 miles from the crater, did not let a dis­
ability prevent her from taking advantage 
of every opportunity to preach. She learned 
the tru th  three years ago when the volcano 
once again became active. Instead of using



M a rth a  (on donkey) and others w itn e ss  in the 
shadow  o f P opoca tepe tl

a wheelchair, which would be hard to handle 
in the steep terrain where she lives, she rides 
a donkey to share in the preaching work. She 
also rides that donkey to the meetings. Mar­
tha is deeply grateful to Jehovah to be part 
of the loving brotherhood, since she depends 
on the help of the sisters in the congregation 
to get on and off the donkey. Every month, 
she spends over 15 hours in the ministry.

In these isolated areas, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses often face pressure from their neigh­
bors to join them in celebrating religious 
holidays. In Tulcingo, a village located about 
12 miles from the volcano, a man was as­
signed to visit the Witnesses to collect do­
nations for the celebrations. The brothers 
patiently explained why they could not par­

ticipate in those religious holidays. The man 
was so persistent in trying to get funds from 
the brothers that he began associating with 
them, getting to know some of their beliefs. 
He enjoyed finding the answers to his ques­
tions in his own Catholic Bible. Along with 
his wife and daughter, he has been attend­
ing the meetings regularly for a year and 
has expressed his desire to become a pub­
lisher of the good news.

How Can You Be Prepared?
Volcanologists conduct their studies and 

issue official reports about the menacing Po­
pocatepetl, but no one really knows what 
will happen or when. According to the news 
media and the people living nearby, the
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volcano may erupt at any time. The threat is 
real. Of course, the authorities are very con­
cerned and want to do everything they can 
to be ready in case of an emergency. But it 
is understandable that they must be cau­
tious about issuing a warning, since they do 
not want to trigger a mass exodus if there 
is no imminent danger. What, then, should 
one do?

“Shrewd is the one that has seen the ca­
lamity and proceeds to conceal himself, but 
the inexperienced have passed along and 
must suffer the penalty,” says a Bible prov­
erb. (Proverbs 22:3) The wise course, there­
fore, is to take the necessary steps to ensure 
one’s safety while the door of opportunity 
is still open, not to ‘pass along’ as if noth­
ing will ever happen, playing waiting games 
with such awesome natural forces. This is 
the way Jehovah’s Witnesses in the area 
view the matter.

Recently, representatives from the Watch 
Tower Society’s branch office met with trav­
eling overseers in the state of Puebla, who 
are in close contact with the congregations 
in the danger zone. Plans were made for the 
traveling overseers and members of a relief 
committee to visit each one of the families 
living within 15 miles of the crater. These 
families were helped to consider moving

In O u r N ext Issue

Can You Trust Your Conscience?

Be Sure to Put First Things First!

"Hold On to W hat You Have"

out of the danger zone before panic strikes. 
Transportation and accommodations were 
arranged in order to relocate 1,500 people to 
the city of Puebla. Some families moved to 
live with relatives in other cities.

Warning on a Larger Scale
The smoke, fire, and rumblings from Po­

pocatepetl are clear indications that an 
eruption is close. All those who wish to es­
cape must heed the warnings issued by the 
authorities and take appropriate action. Je­
hovah’s Witnesses in the immediate area of 
the volcano keep a constant vigil to ensure 
their own safety as well as to help others to 
see the danger and to do something about it 
before it is too late.

On a larger scale, Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
also alert to world events in the light of Bi­
ble prophecies. Wars, earthquakes, famines, 
diseases, and crime are just as significant as 
the activities of a volcano. They are elements 
of a composite sign that Jesus Christ fore­
told would mark “the conclusion of the sys­
tem of things.” Though no one knows exact­
ly when that end will come, there is no doubt 
that it is coming and that it is very, very 
close.—Matthew 24:3, 7-14, 32-39.

The urgent need today is for people every­
where to take very seriously Jesus’ warn­
ing: “Pay attention to yourselves that your 
hearts never become weighed down with 
overeating and heavy drinking and anxi­
eties of life, and suddenly that day be in­
stantly upon you.” (Luke 21:34) This is 
clearly the wise course to take. Just as the 
warning signs of the volcano are not to be 
taken lightly, we must not ignore the ap­
proach of the Son of man, Jesus Christ, who 
urged: “On this account you too prove your­
selves ready, because at an hour that you do 
not think to be it, the Son of man is coming.” 
—Matthew 24:44.
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“By the King and Q u e e n ,. . .  We do hereby Declare, T hat all French Protestants that 
shall seek their Refuge in, and Transport themselves in to  this O u r K ingdom , shall 

no t only have O ur Royal Protection . . .  But We will also do O u r Endeavour in 
all reasonable Ways and Means so to  Support, Aid and Assist them  . . .  that their 

living and being in this Realm may be comfortable and easy to  them .”

T h e  H u g u en o ts’ Flig h t  
to  Fr e e d o m

THUS reads the 1689 declaration of 
William and Mary, the king and 
queen of England. But why did 

French Protestants, or Huguenots, as they 
came to be known, need 

to seek refuge and pro­
tection outside France?
Why should their flight 
from France some 300 
years ago interest us to­
day?

Sixteenth-century Eu­
rope was racked by war 
and disputes involving 
religion. France, with its 
Wars of Religion (1562- 
1598) betw een  C atho­
lics and Protestants, did 
not escape this turmoil.
In 1598, however, French 
King Henry IV signed 
an edict of tolerance, the 
Edict of Nantes, granting 
the P ro testan t Hugue­
nots some religious free­
dom. This legal recogni­
tion of two religions was unique in Europe. 
For a time it put an end to the religious 
upheavals that had scarred 16th-century 
France for over 30 years.

Although intended to be “perpetual and

irrevocable,” in 1685 the Edict of Nantes 
was revoked by the Edict of Fontainebleau. 
French philosopher Voltaire later described 
this revocation as “one of France’s great 

tragedies.” In the short 
term , i t  provoked the 
flight of about 200,000 
Huguenots to other coun­
tries. Its consequences, 
however, went even fur­
ther. But why was that 
earlier edict in favor of 
relig ious tolerance re ­
voked?

Opposed From the Beginning
Even though the Edict 

of Nantes officially ap­
plied for almost 90 years, 
one historian says that it 
was already “dying when 
i t  was assassinated  in 
1685.” Indeed, the edict 
was not b u ilt on solid 
foundations. From the 

s ta rt, it  contributed to w hat has been 
described as a “cold w ar” between the 
Catholic clergy and w hat they term ed 
the “R.P.R.” (So-called Reformed Religion) 
From when it was issued in 1598 until

By permission of The Huguenot Library, 
Huguenot Society of Great Britain and Ireland, London
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This 1689  d e c la ra tio n  o ffe red  re fuge 
to  French P rotestants seeking re lie f 

from  re lig ious oppression
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about 1630, opposition ^  
to the Edict of Nantes re­
volved around public de­
bates between Protestants 
and Catholics and around 
the publication of denomina­
tional literary works. How­
ever, intolerance had many 
faces.

After warring against the 
P ro testan ts from 1621 to 
1629, the French govern­
m ent tried  to force them  
into the Catholic fold 
through a series of 
repressive measures.
This harassment was 
in te n s if ie d  u n d e r 
Louis XIV, the “Sun 
K ing.” His policy of 
persecution led to revoking 
the Edict of Nantes.

The Clampdown
As p a r t  of th e  c lam p­

down, Protestant civil rights 
were progressively removed. 
B etw een 1657 and 1685, 
about 300 ru lin gs, o ften  
suggested  by th e  clergy, 
were made against the Hu­
guenots. Those rulings at­
tacked every aspect of 
their lives. For instance, 
a vast array of profes­
sions, such as medicine, 
law, and even midwifery, 
were forbidden to Hugue­
nots. As to midwifery, one 
h istorian  reasoned: “How 
was it possible to trust one’s 
life to a heretic whose goal 
was to destroy the existing 
order?”

The grip of oppression 
was fu rther tightened in 
1677. Any Huguenot who 
was caught trying to con­
vert a Catholic was to be 
fined a thousand French 
pounds. State funds from 
e x o rb ita n t tax e s  w ere 
used to influence the Hu­
guenots to convert. In 1675 
the Catholic clergy gave 
4.5 million French pounds 
to King Louis XIV, say­
ing: “Now you must follow 
through on your show of 
gratitude by using your au­
thority to wipe out the her­
esy completely.” This stra t­
egy of “buying” converts 
resulted in about 10,000 
conversions to Catholicism 
within three years.

In 1663 conversion to Protestantism was made ille­
gal. There were also restrictions as to where the Hugue­
nots could live. An example of the extreme measures is 
that children at the age of seven could become Catho-

Documents conserv6s au Centre Historique 
des Archives nationales & Paris

R evocation o f the 
Edict o f N a n te s , 

7 6 8 5  (F irst page 
o f the revoca tion  

shown)

M any P rotestant 
tem ples w ere  
destroyed

© Clich6 Bibliothdque 
Nationals de France, Paris

26 THE WATCHTOWER— AUGUST 15, 1998



lies against their parents’ wishes. Protes­
tant parents were obliged to finance the ed­
ucation their children received from Jesuits 
or other Catholic instructors.

Another weapon in suppressing the Hu­
guenots was the secretive Compagnie du 
Saint-Sacrement (Company of the Holy Sac­
rament). This was a Catholic organiza­
tion that historian Janine Garrisson says 
amounted to a “vast network” covering the 
whole of France. Penetrating the highest 
spheres of society, it lacked neither finances 
nor intelligence information. Garrisson ex­
plains that its tactics were many: “From 
pressure to obstruction, manipulation to 
denunciation, the Compagnie used every 
means to weaken the Protestant communi­
ty.” Nevertheless, most Huguenots stayed 
in France during this period of persecu­
tion. Historian Garrisson notes: “It is hard 
to understand why the Protestants did not 
leave the Kingdom in greater numbers as 
the hostility toward them gradually in­
creased.” However, flight to freedom even­
tually became a necessity.

Back to Square One
The Peace of Nymegen (1678) and the 

Truce of R atisbon  (1684) freed  King 
Louis XIV from external war. Across the 
Channel in England, a Catholic became 
king in February 1685. Louis XIV could 
take advantage of this new situation. A 
few years before, the Catholic clergy in 
France had issued the Four Gallican Arti­
cles, which restricted papal power. Pope In­
nocent XI then “viewed the French Church 
as almost schismatic.” Consequently, by re­
voking the Edict of Nantes, Louis XIV could 
enhance his tarnished reputation and re­
store normal relations with the pope.

The king’s policy toward the Protestants 
became blatantly clear. The soft method 
(persuasion and legislation) evidently had 
not worked. On the other hand, the recent

dragonnades* were successful. So in 1685, 
Louis XIV signed the Edict of Fontaine­
bleau, revoking the Edict of Nantes. The vi­
olent persecution associated with this revo­
cation left the Huguenots in an even worse 
position than before the Edict of Nantes. 
What would they do now?

Hide, Fight, or Flee?
Some Huguenots chose to worship secret­

ly. With their meeting places destroyed and 
their public worship banned, they turned 
to the ‘Church of the Desert,’ or under­
ground worship. This was despite the fact 
that people who held such meetings risked 
being sentenced to death, according to a 
law passed in July 1686. Some Huguenots 
abjured their faith, thinking it would be 
possible to convert back later. Such con­
verts practiced a superficial Catholicism 
that would be copied by later generations.

The government tried to consolidate con­
versions. To get jobs, new converts had to 
produce a certificate of their Catholicity 
signed by the parish priest, who noted at­
tendance at church. If children were not 
baptized and raised as Catholics, they could 
be taken away from their parents. Schools 
were to promote Catholic education. Efforts 
were made to produce pro-Catholic reli­
gious works for the “people of the Book [the 
Bible],” as Protestants were called. The gov­
ernment printed over one million books and 
sent them to areas where large numbers 
had converted. The measures were so ex­
treme that if someone who was ill refused 
Catholic last rites and he thereafter recov­
ered, he was condemned to prison or the 
galleys for life. And when he later died, his 
body was merely dumped as if it were gar­
bage, and his belongings were confiscated.

Some Huguenots turned to armed resis­
tance. In the Cevennes region, noted for its

* See the box on page 28.
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The Dragonnades
Conversion by Terror

Some v iew ed  the d ra ­
goons as " excellent mission­
aries." Among the Hugue­
nots, however, they aroused 
panic, and in some cases 
whole villages would convert 
to Catholicism upon hearing 
of their arrival. But who were 
these dragoons?

Dragoons were heavily 
armed soldiers b illeted in 
houses of Huguenots with a 
view to intimidating the occupants. The use of dragoons in this way was known as 
the dragonnades. To increase the burden placed on families, the number of soldiers 

sent to a house was disproportionate to the family's resources. The dragoons were 

authorized to brutalize families, make them suffer loss of sleep, and destroy posses­

sions. If the occupants would abjure the Protestant faith, the dragoons would leave.

The dragonnades were used to obtain conversions in 1681 in Poitou, West France, 
an area with a high Huguenot concentration. Within a few months, from 30,000 to 

35,000 converted. The same means was used in 1685 in other Huguenot enclaves. 

Within a few months, from 300,000 to 400,000 abjurations were obtained. Accord­

ing to historian Jean Queniart, the dragonnades' success "made the Revocation [of 

the tolerant Edict of Nantes] inevitable, because now it seemed possible."

religious fervor, militant Huguenots called 
Cam isards revolted in 1702. Respond­
ing to the Camisards’ ambushes and night­
time attacks, government troops burned 
villages. Although sporadic Huguenot at­
tacks continued for some time, by 1710 the 
might of King Louis’ army had crushed the 
Camisards.

Another response of the Huguenots was 
to flee France. This emigration has been 
called a veritable diaspora. Most Hugue­
nots were destitute when they left because

the state had confiscated their possessions, 
the Catholic Church receiving part of the 
wealth. So it was not easy to flee. The 
French government reacted swiftly to what 
was happening, watching exit routes and 
searching ships. Pirates plundered ships 
leaving France, for there were bounties for 
capture of escapees. Huguenots who were 
found fleeing faced severe punishment. 
Making things harder, spies working with­
in the communities tried to find out the 
names of those planning to flee and their
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routes. Intercepted letters, forgeries, and 
intrigues became the order of the day.

A Welcome Refuge
The Huguenots’ flight from France and 

their welcome in host countries was known 
as the Refuge. Huguenots fled to Holland, 
Switzerland, Germany, and England. Later 
some went to Scandinavia, America, Ire­
land, the West Indies, South Africa, and 
Russia.

A number of European countries passed 
edicts encouraging the Huguenots to immi­
grate. Among the incentives offered were 
free naturalization, exemption from taxes, 
and free membership in a trade guild. Ac­
cording to historian Elisabeth Labrousse, 
the Huguenots were mostly “young males 
. . . enterprising, energetic subjects of ex­
ceptional moral worth.” Thus France, at the 
height of her power, lost skilled workers in 
a number of trades. Yes, “possessions, for­
tunes and techniques” went abroad. Reli­
gious and political factors also played a part 
in offering refuge to the Huguenots. But 
what were the long-term consequences of 
this emigration?

The revocation of the Edict of Nantes and 
attendant persecution provoked negative 
international reaction. William of Orange 
was able to capitalize on the anti-French 
sentiment to become ruler of the Nether­
lands. With the help of Huguenot officers, 
he also became king of Great Britain, re­
placing Catholic James II. Historian Phi­
lippe Joutard explains that “Louis XIV’s 
Protestant policy was one of the principal 
causes of the overthrow of James II [and] 
the formation of the Augsburg league. . . . 
[These] events mark a turning point in 
the history of Europe, leading to the re­
placement of French hegemony with En­
glish hegemony.”

The Huguenots played an important cul­

tural role in Europe. They used their new­
found freedom to produce literature that 
helped to shape the philosophy of the En­
lightenment and ideas of tolerance. For ex­
ample, a French Protestant translated the 
works of English philosopher John Locke, 
propagating the idea of natural rights. Oth­
er Protestant writers emphasized the im­
portance of freedom of conscience. The idea 
developed that obedience to rulers is rel­
ative and could be ignored if they broke 
the contract that existed between them 
and the people. Thus, as historian Charles 
Read explains, the revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes was “one of the obvious factors 
of the French Revolution.”

Lessons Learned?
Given the  coun terproductive conse­

quences of persecution and the loss to 
the state of so many valuable people, the 
Marquis de Vauban, m ilitary adviser to 
King Louis XIV, urged the king to restore 
the Edict of Nantes, stating: “The conver­
sion of hearts belongs only to God.” So why 
did the French State not learn its lesson 
and reverse its decision? Certainly one con­
tributing factor was that the king feared 
weakening the state. Furthermore, it was 
expedient to pander to the Catholic revival 
and religious intolerance of 17th-century 
France.

Events surrounding the revocation have 
caused some to ask, “How much pluralism 
can a society allow and tolerate?” Indeed, 
as historians have noted, it is not possible 
to consider the Huguenots’ story without 
thinking about “the mechanisms of power 
and their perversions.” In societies today 
that are increasingly multiracial and re­
ligiously diverse, the Huguenots’ flight to 
freedom is a poignant reminder of what 
happens when church-inspired politics take 
primacy over the best in terests of the 
people.
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DO YOU REMEMBER?
Have you given careful thought to recent issues of T h e  

W a t c h t o w e r ? If so, you will find it interesting to recall 

the follow ing:

□  W h y  is the  do c trin e  o f p re d e s tin a tio n  unreason­

ab le?  If God foreknew and decreed Adam's fall into sin, 

then Jehovah became the author of sin when he made 

man and he would be responsible fo r all human wicked­

ness and suffering. This cannot be reconciled with the fact 

that Jehovah is a God of love who hates wickedness. 

(Psalm 33:5; Proverbs 15:9; 1 John 4 :8 )— 4 /1 5 , pag­

es 7, 8.

□  In fu lfillm e n t o f Isa iah 2 :2 -4 ,  w h a t are  people  

fro m  m an y  n a tions  do in g?  As they stream to Jeho­

vah's house of worship, they also refrain from 'learning 

w a r' because they have placed their confidence in the 

protection of God's heavenly armies, which are poised 

to destroy all enemies of peace.— 4 /1 5 , page 30.

□  W ho  a re  G o d 's  p o w e rfu l ones spoken o f a t Joel 

3 :1 0 ,  11? Some 280 times in the Bible, the true God is 

called "Jehovah of armies." (2 Kings 3 :14) These armies 

are the powerful angelic hosts of heaven, ready to do 

Jehovah's bidding.— 5 /1 , page 23.

□  W h a t lesson can w e  lea rn  fro m  Je h o vah 's  re ­

q u ir in g  Job to  p ra y  fo r  those w h o  transgressed 

a g a in s t h im ? (Job 4 2 :8 )  Before Job was restored to a 

healthy state, Jehovah required that he pray in behalf of 

those who had transgressed against him. This shows that 

Jehovah requires that we forgive those who sin against 

us before we can have our sins forgiven. (Matthew 6: 

12; Ephesians 4 :3 2 )— 5 /1 , page 31.

□  W h a t d id  James m ean w h e n  he sa id : "L e t en­

d u rance  h a ve  its  w o r k  c o m p le te "?  (James 1 :4 ) 

Endurance has a job to do, a "w o rk ."  Its assignment is 

to make us complete in all respects. Hence, by letting trials 

run their course without using unscriptural means to bring 

them to a swift end, our faith is tested and refined. 

— 5 /1 5 , page 16.

□  W h y  has G od w a ite d  so long to  so lve  m a n k in d 's  

p rob lem s? Jehovah's view of time is different from ours. 

To the eternal God, the period from Adam's creation un­

til now does not even amount to a week. (2 Peter 3:8) 

But whatever view of time we have, each day that passes 

brings us nearer to Jehovah's day of vindication.— 6 /1 , 

pages 5, 6.

□  W h a t m o tiva te s  Je h o vah 's  W itnesses? Jehovah's 

teaching has produced a unique people, educated to love 

one another and their neighbor as themselves. (Isaiah

54:13) Love is what motivates Jehovah's Witnesses to 
continue preaching in spite of public apathy and opposi­
tion. (Matthew 22:36-40; 1 Corinthians 13:1-8)— 6/15, 
page 20.

□  W h a t is im p lie d  b y  Jesus' w o rd s : "E x e r t y o u r ­

selves v ig o ro u s ly  to  g e t in th ro u g h  the  n a rro w  

d o o r"?  (Luke 1 3 :2 4 ) Jesus' words imply struggling, ex­
tending ourselves. His words also indicate that some might 
seek to 'get through the door' only at their own conve­
nience, at an easy pace that they prefer. So each one of 

us can ask, 'Am I applying myself with diligence and in­

dustriousness?'— 6/15, page 31.

□  H o w  w il l  resurrected  ones be " ju d g e d  o u t o f 

those th ings w r it te n  in the scrolls accord ing  to  th e ir  

d e e d s"?  (R evela tion  2 0 :1 2 )  These scrolls are not the 
record of their past deeds; when they died they were ac­
quitted of the sins they committed during their lifetime. 
(Romans 6:7, 23) However, resurrected humans will still 
be under Adamic sin. It must be, then, that these scrolls 
will set forth divine instructions that all must follow in or­
der to benefit fully from the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
— 7/1, page 22.

□  W h a t lessons a re  con ta ined  fo r  us in Jesus' p a r­

ab le  a b o u t the  n e ig h b o rly  S am aritan?  (Luke 1 0 :3 0 -

37) Jesus' parable shows that a truly upright person is 

one who not only obeys God's laws but also imitates his 
qualities. (Ephesians 5:1) It also shows that neighborliness 
should transcend all national, cultural, and religious bar­
riers. (Galatians 6:10)— 7/1 , page 31.

□  W h a t a re  th ree  a reas in w h ich  y o u  m igh t ge t 

to  k n o w  y o u r  ch ild ren  and p ro v id e  p a re n ta l g u id ­

ance? (1) Help your children to choose an appropriate 
type of secular work; (2) prepare them to cope with emo­
tional stress in school and at the workplace; (3) show 
them how to satisfy their spiritual needs.— 7/15, page 4.

□  For w h a t purpose  d id  G od rest on " th e  seven th  

d a y "?  (Genesis 2 :1  -3 ) God did not rest because of be­
ing tired. Rather, he desisted from earthly work in order 
to let his handiwork develop and come into full glory, to 
his praise and honor.— 7/15, page 18.

□  W h a t are  th ree  w a y s  in w h ich  w e  can exerc ise  

justice? First, we must conform to God's moral stan­
dards. (Isaiah 1:17) Second, we exercise justice when we 
treat others the way we want Jehovah to treat us. (Psalm 
130:3, 4) Third, we display godly justice when we dil­
igently engage in the preaching activity. (Proverbs 3:27) 
— 8/1, pages 14, 15.
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A  W o rk  That
"Cannot Fail to Arouse Respect"

T HE apostle Peter admonished his fe llow  Chris­

tians: "M a in ta in  your conduct fine among the 

nations, that, in the thing in which they are 

speaking against you as evildoers, they may as a 

result o f your fine works o f which they are eye­

witnesses g lo r ify  G o d ."  (1 Peter 2 :12 ) For many 

years Jehovah's W itnesses in Italy have publicly 

displayed such fine conduct. In the spirit o f Jesus' 

instruction to "preach from  the housetops," they 

perform  all their Christian a c tiv ity  openly, in full 

public view. (M atthew  1 0 :27 ; John 18 :20) Conse­

quently, when an Italian a tto rney and a priest pub­

lished accusations that Jehovah's Witnesses are "a 

pseudoreligious sect" and counted them in w ith 

"secret societies that entrap pe o p le ," the W itness­

es decided to take legal action because o f the de­

fam atory  statements.

In the first tria l, the court concluded that the a t­

torney and the priest had broken no law. However, 

on July 17, 1997, the Venice Court o f Appeals 

overruled the first cou rt's  decision, finding both de­

fendants guilty. The C ourt o f Appeals stated: "Both 

o f the published articles in question contain expres­

sions and phrases that are certa in ly capable o f 

damaging the reputation o f the fo llow ers o f the re­

ligion o f 'Jehovah's W itnesses.' It seems evident 

that the intention o f the articles is to expose its fo l­

lowers to public contem pt." The court stated that 

the articles "do  not constitute legitim ate exercise 

o f the right o f reporting  and critic ism ." The court 

fined the tw o defam ers and also ordered them to 

pay all court costs, including all the W itnesses' le­

gal expenses fo r both cases.

In its w ritten judgment, the Venice Court o f A p ­

peals commented: "O n ly  by balancing and safe­

guarding all the rights guaranteed by the [Ita lian] 

Constitution is it possible to prevent forms o f in to l­

erance and religious fanatic ism ." The decision ac­

knowledges that the ac tiv ity  o f Jehovah's W it­

nesses is neither secret nor pseudoreligious. "To 

classify the W itnesses among secret societies,"

noted the court, "does not even respect the crite­

rion o f historic tru th , since the professed religion 

is present in many cities and the w idespread pros­

e lytiz ing  a c tiv ity  that is carried out by its mem­

bers, pa rticu la rly  on Sundays and other holidays, 

is well-known and cannot fa il to arouse respect fo r 

the efforts made, w hatever one might think o f the 

doctrine preached." Thus, the record o f zealous 

preaching and exem plary conduct o f Jehovah's 

Witnesses in Ita ly has helped to dissipate prejudice 

against them .— M atthew  5 :1 4 -1 6 ; 1 Peter 2 :15 .
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A 19TH-CENTURY jo u rn a lis t d e ­

scribed  d e w d ro p s  as " e a r th 's  

liq u id  je w e lry , w ro u g h t o f  the 

a ir ."  O u r C re a to r asked the a n c ie n t 

p a tr ia rc h  Job: "W h o  g ave  b ir th  to  the 

d e w d ro p s ? "  (Jo b  3 8 :2 8 )  G o d  w as 

rem ind ing  Job o f the d iv in e  o rig in  o f 

the precious dew.

A p a r t  fro m  its g lis te n in g , je w e llike  

beau ty , d e w  is assoc ia ted  in the B ible 

w ith  b le ss in g , fe r t i l i ty ,  a b u n d a n c e , 

and the p re se rva tio n  o f life . (G e n e ­

sis 2 7 :2 8 ; D eu te ro n o m y 3 3 :1 3 , 2 8 ; 

Z echariah  8 :1 2 ) D uring  Is ra e l's  hot, 

rainless season, "th e  d e w  o f H e rm o n " 

p rese rved  the la n d 's  v e g e ta tio n , and 

th e r e fo r e  its  p e o p le .  M o u n t H e r-  

m o n 's  fo re s te d  a n d  s n o w y  h e ig h ts  

s till p ro d u ce  n ig h t va p o rs  th a t c o n ­

d e nse  to  fo rm  a b u n d a n t dew . The 

p s a lm is t D a v id  c o m p a re d  th e  r e ­

freshm ent b ro u g h t by  this d e w  to  the 

p le a sa n t e x p e rie n c e  o f d w e llin g  in 

u n ity  w ith  fe llo w  w orsh ipe rs  o f Jeho­

va h .— Psalm 1 3 3 :3 .

The p ro p h e t M oses ' ins truc tions  to  

Is ra e l w e re  g e n tle  a n d  re fre s h in g , 

like d e w d ro p s . He sa id : " M y  saying  

w ill tr ic k le  as the dew , as gen tle  rains 

u p o n  g ra ss  a n d  as c o p io u s  s h o w ­

ers upon v e g e ta tio n ."  (D e u te ro no m y 

3 2 :2 )  T o d a y , J e h o v a h 's  W itn e s s ­

es are  d e c la rin g  the life -g iv in g  g o o d  

news a b o u t G o d 's  K in g d o m  to  the  

e n d s  o f  th e  e a r th .  ( M a t th e w  2 4 :  

14) G o d  is e x te n d in g  the in v ita tio n : 

" 'C o m e ! '  A n d  le t a n y o n e  th irs t in g  

co m e ; le t a n y o n e  th a t w ishes ta ke  

li fe 's  w a te r  f r e e . "  (R e ve la tio n  2 2 : 

17) M illio n s  o f p e o p le  o f a ll nations 

a re  a c c e p tin g  th is o ffe r  o f  sp ir itu a l 

re freshm ent fro m  G o d , w h ich  can sus­

ta in  life  e te rna lly .

“Who Gave Birth to the Dewdrops?


