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IS Injustice

UPl/Corbis-Bettmann

f | [//ln spite of everything | still believe
| that people are really good at heart.

| simply can't build up my hopes on a
foundation consisting of confusion, ms-

ery, and death."— Anne Frank.

ANNE FRANK anyoun%ltewrsh %rrl of, 15,
wrote those poigrant or S In her diary
not long bef ore her death. For qver two
Years er family had been concealed, hid-
ng in an attic in Amsterdam. Her hopes,of

etter world were shattered when an [n-
former hetrayed their whereabouts {0 the

azrs The next year Anne died, of

Pﬂus In th eBe en- esen concentration
ca er million other Jews suffered a
srmr ar fate,

Hitler’s diabolic scheme to exterminate
an entjre people may be the waorst case of
racial injustice our century has seen, but It
|s not the_ only one. In 1992 over half a mil-
ron Tutsi were massacred in Rwanda, sim-
P because they belonged to the “wrong
ribe. And during the fi AW rld war, apoit
one million Arnienians died in an ‘ethnic

purge.

The Cruel Faces of Injustice

Genocrde IS not the on rh/ ace of injus-
“1?9 Soclal rnrrustrce conde ns aboutafrfth
the human race toa lifetime oforrnd
mg LPovert Worse still, the human Iqts
Slaver Internatronal calcu ates

at more hhan 200,00 eo eare In
ondage ere magwel e ore slaves |n
the world toda than at any other time In
history. They may not be sofd af public guc-
tions, but thieir working conditions are fre-

Inevitable?

%wentv worse than those of most slaves in
ormef times.

Legal injustice robs millions of their ba-
sic rights.” “Human rights atrocities are
committed virtually every day, somewhere
inthe world,” states Amnasty International
In its 1996 report “Most vuInerabIe are the
poor and disadvantaged, é)ecra ywomen
children, elderlg people and refugees.” T
report observed: “In some countries, the
structures of the pation state have virtual-
ly collapsed, leaving no legal authority to
protect the weak from the ‘strong.”

During 1996 tens of thousands in over a
hundred”countries were detarned and tor-
tured. And in recent years, hundreds of
thousands of Beople have ust disappeared,
apparently abducted either by security
forces or by terrorist groups. I\/Iany of them
are presumed dead.

ars, of course, are inevitably unjust,
but they are getting more so. Modern war-
fare targets crvrlran p%ulatrons includin
women and_children.. And this is not jus
because of mdrscrrmrnate bombing of crt
les. Women and girls are routrnely raped as

part of military”ope ratrons and manly

surgency groups orcibly abduct chi lren
In Ordler t0 train them to be killers. Com-
menting on such trends, the United Na-
tions report “Impact of Armed Confligt on
Children™ states. “More and more of the
world is being sucked into a desolate moral
vacuum,

There is no doubt that this moral vacu-
um has led to a world satyrated with | rnéus-
tice—De 1t racial, social, legal, or military
This is nothing new, of course. Over two
thousand five hlindred years ago, a Hebrew
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prophet Jamented: “The law is weak
and useless, and Ausﬂce IS _never
one, Evil men g t the better of
the righteous ew inu '[IC% 1S ge(-
Eertff (/Hab,a uk ‘4, o_d_gs
-nglish Version) Although injds-
tice” has always been rampant, ‘the
20th century must rank as the age
when the level of injustice reachéd
new heights.

Does Injustice Matter?
It matters when you personal-
¥ suffer as a result of Injustice.
matters because it robs the ma-
ority of the human race of their
'|ght to happiness. And it also
matters be%ause Injustice fre %ent-
y 1gnites blopdy contlicts, whigh,
anutrH mg keep the'flames of injustice
Peace and ha P_mess are. inex-
tricably tied to justice, but injustice
dashes’hope and crushes optimism,
As Anne Frank tragically discov-

ered, people.cannot build up their hopes on a foun-
dation consisting of confusion, m_|ser%, and death,
Like her, we all yearn for something better.

This desire has led sincere peoplé to_attempt to

bring a measure of justice to human society. Tothat
end,"the Universal” Declaration of Human nghts,
adoBted in 1948 bY the United Nations General As-
semoly, states; “All human beings are born free and
equalin dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and” conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.” _
. These are certainly noble words, but mankind
is still far from realizing that cherished goal—a
just society where ever¥one enjoys equal” rights
and everyone treats his tellowman’ as his brother,
The realization of this obgectwe, as the preamble of
the UN Declaration points out, would serve as “the
four}gqyon of freedom, justice, and peace in the
world.

I injustice_so m&;ramed in the fabric of human
society that it will never be eradicated? Or will
a solid foundation for freedom, justice, and peace
somehow be laid? If so, who could put it in place
and make sure that all will benefit?

At Last— Justice for All

[1TA fe will strive to listen in new ways

1 | ... to the injured voices, the
anxious voices, the voices that have de-
spaired of being heard. . . . What re-
meins is to give life to what is in the
law: to ensure at last that as all are born
equal in dignity before God, al are born
equal in dignity before man/'— US. Pres-
dent Richard Milhous Nixon, inaugural ad-
dress, January 20, 1969.

4 THEWATCHTOAER- AUGUST 1, 198

WHEN kings, presidents, and prime ministers take
office, they “are wont to talk of justice, Richard Nix-
on, former president of the United States, was no
exception. But his eIO(iuent words Jose their luster
when viewed in the c?d Ilqht of history. AItho*gh
he Pledged 10 give lite to The law,” Nixon was |at-
er found quilty” of lawbreaking and was forced to
relinquish™his ‘office, Three deCades later, ‘injured,
agxr:gg?d and despairing voices” keep clamoring to

Hearing such voices and addressmgi their griev-
ances is o easy task, as countless well-intentioned
|eaders have discovered. ‘Justice for all” has proved
to be an elusive goal. Nevertheless, many centuries



ago, a promise was made that merits our attention
—a unique ﬁromlse concerning justice.

Through his prophet |saiah, God assured HlsPeo
R at “he would send them a “servant” that h

Imself would choose, “I have put my spmt in him,
Jehovah told them. “Justice to the nations Is what
he will bring forth.” (Isaiah 42:1-3) No human ruler
would dare fo make suchaswee )ing declaration, one
WhICh would mean lasting justice to every nation.

Can this promise be trusted? Could such an'extraor-
dinary achievement ever be realized?

A Promise That We Can Trust

A promise is onl as good as the one who makes
it. In this case, | one other than Almighty
God who declares that his “servant” will estab-
lish justice worldwide. Unlike polificians, Jehovah
does not make promises lightly. It is |mB055|bIe for
h|m to lie,” the Bible assures us, (He [ews 6; 8

What I have determined to do will 8
declares emphatically.—lsaiah 14:24, To ay'’s En-
glish Version.

Our conftdence m that promise is also reinforced
Cyterecor of God’s chosen “servant,” Jesus

hrist. He who would establish justice must love jus-
tice and live justly. Jesus left arf unblemished record
as a man who Ioved r| hteousness. and hated law-
lessness.” (Hebrews, 1:9)'What he said, how he lived,
and even how he died, all Rroved that he was truly
hust man. At Jesus’ death, a Roman armr officer,
apparently witnessed both Jesus’ trial and his
execution, was moved to say: “Really this man was
righteous,”—Luke 23:47.

Apart from I|vm% hghteously himself, Jesus re-
sisted the injustice that was so’rampant.in his day.
He did this, nat by subversion or revolution, but by
teaching true rtustlce 10 everyone who would lister
His Sermon on the Mount 15 a masterful explana-
tion of how true JUS'[ICQ and righteousness should be
practiced. —Matthew, chapters 5-7.

Jesus ]practtced what he preached. He did not de-
splseun rtunate lepers, the “untouchables” of Jew-
ish sometg Rather, he sRoke with them. touched
them, and even cured them. (Mark 1:40-42) All

the people he met, inclyding the
Poorpan% the downtrodien gwer
mportant to him %Matt ew 9:3)
“Come t? are t0|
ing and oae o n, and | will re-
frestéyou he told them.—Matthew

Ahove all, Jesus refused to allow
the m;ustt y, aroun h|m to cor-
ruP #ter |{n He never re-

ned evil tor evil. (1 Pefer 2.2,
23) Evenwhen in excrumatm pain,
ne rayed fo his heavenly Father In
be afo the veAy so]di€rs who im-
R Jﬂ “Ffa er. forgive ttLem

e eaded, “for they do not know
W at they are doing.” (Luke 23:34)
Certamly Jesus ‘made Clear to the
natio sw at ustice 1s.’ t¥| atthew

2 eater proof go we
ave of Go eﬂre t0, establish a
Just world than the living example
of his own Son?

Injustice Can Be Overcome
Living pro?f that |n usttce can be
overcome |saso vaila emto ag
world. Individually, as well as or-
gamzahonal!) y, Jeftovan sW|tnesses
trive to subdu (e prejudice, coarug
rac||sm and Vio ence onsider
t e following example.
Pedro* believed that subv%rswe
action was the_only Wag to rlng
{usttce to the Bas%te C untr){
egion of Spain where he |ve
?thts end he became a_member
a terronst Q[ﬂamzatmh that
ave him arﬁml ary trammg
rance. Oce IS training wa om
leted, he was or ered to form a
errorist tf<n|t and blow up a
Ice harrac ﬁ His team wasare g
preparing the explosives when t

* A substitute name.
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olice arrested him, He sgent 18 months in
rison, ut even behind bars he continued
IS political activity, participating in hun-
ggsr_(s)%rlkes and cutfing his wrists on one oc-
jon.
. Pedro thought that he was fighting for
ustice. Then fie got to know Jehovah and his
nurposes. While” Pedrg was in prison, his
wife began to study the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, and when he was released,
she invited him to attend one of their meet-
ngs. He enjoyed.the occasion so much that
he"asked for & Bible study, a study that led
him to make great changes in his outlook
and in his way of life. Finally, in 1989, both
Pedro and his wife were bai)uzed.
- thank Jehovah that | never actually
killed anyone during my years as a terror-
Ist,” Pedro says. “Nowl use the sword of
God’s spirit, the Bible, to give people a mes-
sage of true peace and justice—the good
news of God's Kingdom.” Not Ion? ago Pe-
dro, who now, serves as an elder of Jehdvah’s
Witnesses, visited the very barracks that he
had Intended to destroy. This time he went
for the purpose of preaching a message of
peace to the families who live there.
Jehovah’s Witnesses make these chang-
es because they long for a rl%hteou_s warlg.
(2 Peter 3:13) Although they trust implicit-
Iy in God’s promise to"bring'this about, they
realize that it is also their"obligation to live
in line with Hustlce. The Bible leaves us in
no doubt that God expects us to do our part.

Sowing Seeds of Rightequsness

True, when faced with \m}ustlce, \We may
feel inclined to cry out: “Where is the God
of justice?” That"was the exclamation of
the’ Jews of Malachi’s day. (Malachi 2:17)
Did God take their complaint seriously? On
the contrary, it made him feel “weary” be-
cause, among other thm%s, th_e}q themselves
were dealing treacherously with their wives

6 THE WATCHTOAER- AucusT 1,1998

who had grown old, divorcing them on the
flimsiest “of pretexts. Jehovah expressed
his concern over ‘the wives of their youth,
with whom they had dealt treacherously, al-
though they wiere their partners and the
wives of théir covenant,’ —Malachi 2:14.

. Can we legitimately complain about in-
justice if we ‘urselves act unjustly? On the
other hand, if we try to imitate” Jesus by
rooting ouf prejudice and racism from our
hearts, by being impartial and lqving to all,
and by not returning evil for evil, we show
that we truIY love juistice. _

If we would reap justice, the Bible urges
us to ‘sow seed in righteousness.” (Hosea 10:
12) No matter how small it may seem, ever
personal victory over [njustice’is im go_rtan_.
As Martin Luther .Klrl%], Jr., Wrote in his
Letter From Blrmmg jam Jail, “injustice
anywhere is a threat t0 justice everywhere.”
Those who “seek rigliteousness™ are the
Re\%)le God selects to"inherit his tl%hteous

ew world soon to come.—Zephanian 2:3.

We cannaot build. our hope for justice on
the shaky foundation of human "promises,
yet we can frust the word of our loving Cre-
ator. That is why Jesus told his followers to
Keep Rrayma for God’s Kingdom to come,
(Mattnew 6:9,10) Jesus, the appointed King
of that Kingdomi, “will deliver the poor ong
crying for help, also the afflicted ope and
whoeVer has no helper. He will feel sorry
for the lowly one and the poor one, and the
souls of the poor ones he will save."—Psalm
7261|2’13|' injustice is not t

learly, injustice is not permanent,
Christ’s yule o{/er all the earthQ/wII conquer
injustice forever, as God assures us through
his prophet Jeremiah: “The time Is coming
when | will fulfill the Rromlse that | made
... Atthat time [ will choose as king a righ-
0 et & 1ML 00 et Qrsughodt (e
Fand.”—Jeremgmh 33:141, 15, tH?\l)g



VERIE

“The Rock, perfect Ishis act|V|y for all his ways arejustice. A G
faithfulness, with whom there is no injustice. "—DEUTERONOMY 324

UST as everyone has an jnborn need for  consists in giving every man what he de-
love, so we all yearn to be treated with serve]s " Jehovah’s justice, however, involves
Justlce As Américan statesman Thomas . much more.

efferson wrote, “[justice] Is Instinct and in- , , -
nate, asmuchaipartohurconstltutlon Jehovah's Justice Is Heartwarming

as that of feeling, sée % or hearmg his  3The breadth of God's justice can bet-
I not surprising, since Jehovah created us  ter be understood by con5|der|ng now the
In his own image. (Genesis 126} Ingeed, he or| na lan uage words are used'in the Bi-
bestowed upon us qualities that reflect hIS nteres y in the Scrlptures there
own ersona lity, one of which is justice. That IS no significant difference” between jus-
|sw vve av an inherent need for justice  tice and Tighteousness. In fact, the Hebrew
and w we long to live in a world (!f true  words are ‘sometimes used in parallel, as
usttce nd righ %ousness we see at Amos 524, where Jehovah' ex-

Regarding Jehovah, the Bible assures Norts his eogle et justice rol| forth éust
us “All his ways are justice.” (Deuteronomy |I e watgrs, and righteousness like a Con-
32:4) But in a world Ia%ued with mgusuce stantly flowing torrent.” Moreover, several
It 1 not easy to grasp the meaning of divine tlmes the terms *usttce and righteousness”
husttce Through the pages or God's Worg, ear t0 ether or the sake 0f emphasis.
Owever, we can discern”how God adminis- sam satah 33:5; Jeremiah 33:15;
ters [ustice, and we can come to appreci-  Ezekiel 82
rantgnS oldlsg%éorbdneét;urst\évra Sn gevelhstrltgtérem chOe AWhat sense is conveyed by these Hebrew

| *
Biblical sense is important Gause our idea - Inthe rew periptures, [hree,principal words
of Austlce ma well%e influenced by human et VOEVsEF e? ht ger{%s tfedﬁ'soan threa?g
c0 cgh rom a uman standpaint, fsed ar% EIn Most ¢@ s renger
t|ce Y. he con5| ered to be i mg o tefg LEOUER a| Oes nfeelsWe r f}fste qu}
than a fair application of the rule of Yaw. Or  f being |g tor J
as phllosopher Francis Bacon wrote, “justice
3, What can be Iearned ba/ con derm the

hy do we have.an inherent_need orgu ttce’) orlgtna 9u g[e Words use n t e Blb or
o we nele ?Ortapgsts {Hgtlﬁaeea%t]neh%\tad|vnqe us- husv{?e & 06S Jte%tuesa]n to. exercise justice, and
grasp g J what IS the ultimate standard? H sttce
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Jesus made clear the breadth
of divine justice

and Greek words? To exercise jus-
tice in the Scriptural sense megans
to do what Is right and fair, Since
Jehovah is the one who establishes
moral laws and principles, or what
rs fl ht and fair, the way Jehovah
oes hing srs the ultimate standar
8 &r(strfceh The Theological W
00K Of t eOId Testament explarns
tat ehrew or ren ered
rg teousnes $ e re ers to
an ethical, moral stan ard and of
course in the 0[1d] T|estament] that
standard Is the nature and will of
God.” Thus, the way God apPhes his
Rrrncrples and especially’ the way
e deals with imperfect men, re-
veals the face of true justice’ and
righteousness.
The Scriptures clear]y show that
g odly justice is heartwarming rath-
r than harsh and unyielding, Da-
vid sang: “Jehqvah is & lover Of jus-
tice, and_he will not leave his, loyal
ones.” (Psalm 37:28) God’s justice moves
him to show faithfulness arid compassion
toward his servants. Divine justice Is sen-
?rtrve to, our needs an mfrkes allowances
or our imperfections, (Psalm 103:14) That
does not mean that God condones wicked-
ness for ornlgzsowou eneourage Injustice.
amue 13- Eccl %srastes ll) Jeho-
va explained to Moses that He is “merciful
and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in
Iovrng ~kindness and truth.” While erlrnﬁ
don error and transgression, God wi
ot exempt from punrshment those who de-
serve rt—ExodusB 0, 7

%.Ceyvhat qualities are bound up with God’s jus-

8 THE WATOHTONER- AUGUST 1, 1998

6 When we meditate on how Jehovah ex-
ercises justice, we should not think of him as
a stern gudge concerned onlhr with passing
sentence onwrgngdoers. Onthe contrary, we
should think of him as a loving but firm fa-
ther who always deals with his children in
tebest 0sif eway “ Jehovah ou are
our Father” said the prophet Isaiaf. (Isa-
1ah 64:8) As a just and rrg teous Father, Je-
hovah balances firmness for what is rrﬂht
with tender compassion toward his earthly
children wh? need help or for IVGﬂESf 83 2
result of difficult circimstances or fleshly
weaknesses.—Psalm 1036, 10, 13

8. H>ow does Jehovah deal with his earthly chil-
ren



Making Clear What Justice Is

7The com assrd nate Hature]o Jehovah's
justice was FtHg th the comrng
h essiah.” Jes sta ght divjne

d |vr§41 on lhrt a goreﬂosd“C
te ropnet Isalgh d earjy, God’s éust cer

cud S eatrnoderth ten ernessP OrP
ﬁ eaten n. Thus, the ot ro
en beyond recove] Jesus ehovan f
vant,"“came to e earth ? ‘Make clear
to the nations thri aspect of God’s Jtistrce
He drd S0, aovea y giving us

IVIn
exa of what d |vrne ustice means. A %
the rp ehteous sgrout of]KS% Be Jesus
Was a er to ‘see £ust|ce a eprom
R {eousness. — alﬁ 16:5: 42:1-4: Mat-
12:18-21: Jeremiah 33:14, 15,
8Such a clarification of the nature of Je-
hovah's rustrce was artrcHIarI cessarty
mdhe first century E. The Jewig
and religious eaders—t|1e scrdbes the P h
tsegs and others—proclaimed. and exen
Istorted view 0 gustrce and T
teousness. AsaresuLt the common Peo e
whoéound It impossible to live u P he
mands set h d scrrb(esandP isees. Jike-
y Imagined t srrg eousness wa
aroutofreach Matthew 23:4: Luke 11:46
J%sus ?"owed that this was not the case. H

chose sdrscrpﬁs from amo teée com-
mon H e tau tte Go srrg%h
eou st ndar s.—Matthew 9

i e

rayjng o a@ln cont tron in
derzlgnstfgteybhg\rr rrgl ted%]senegss%ytra%her
Ing to countless laws

t do we lear Whut diyine. justice
roht Isara rophec rh at role d] esus
gath ) tﬁ"‘& tl[r)] e[[)é]]uspr{ge[@nd rrglﬁ Jgatslrcreess be-

en@f u_[e |ndt |rst centu

rrbes and Pharrsee
ons raB err rrg eo’?rsness

iP es 0\?/ ﬁte Scri edsl(and Igharrer\sggs Whgltet ut egc

nd precepts—many of

Whrch Were of their own makrng Such ef

orts ed them dto Ea?(s by Justice and

te ove of (0 142 OutwardIZ

bety ﬂve a ear F ||% hteou
inside the aW sness
unrrg teou n

E[gh[t)eousnezsrea / kgMat GO{PS

W \rtth abou

DFor that reason, lJ1esus warned his fol-
lowers: eyour rr% teou Hess does noé
abound mor than at of the scribes an
Pansees ou wr no mean enter |nto
of the Neavens.” (Matthew ée )

§ esha rcon rast betwee the Iving
tice exemplified by Jesus an enarr W-
|n d self-ri te usness o e scrines

and Pharisees sthe cause of frequent con-
tentions among t

Versus% orPed Sustlce
Duri % his GaIrIean mrnrstrg/ in t e
srrn e 31 C.E., Jesus Aaotte
an t awt ere hand In a synagogue.
Srnce |twas|a ablbath the Phari ees aske d
esus Iﬁrt wiul to cure on't esahbath
Rather than ee enurne concern or this
Poor man’s suffering e}/ a desire {0
Ind apretext f orcondemn ng Jesus asthelr
uestion revealed. No wonder Jesus was
rreve at t]herr INsensj |ve hearts! He then
orn% threw a. srmr estr %ac at
Pha see sah

js it awfu the( |h fo
0 a good Wh en eptbsr
Jesus answere his own questio

them If they would not rescug e
gt had fallen ¥nto a pit on the Sa bathE

mIW W|| n h
Iawo?tlhs?(a pe 3 COSE bcausteo

eWs au aI ny da owed nd r
ssistance to an animal | ress on e
n severa\ of er occasions,

el L
L Pty 0 Bl R 5

sus” answer evea
THEWATCHTOAMER- AUGUST 1, 198 9



“Of how much more worth is a man than a
sheeg| Jesus reasoned, Wlth |rrefutable log-
0 it |s lawful Jor, r|g ht] to do afme

thm% on the sabbath,” % (f< (aed God’s
{usn e should never es ackl human
radition. Havmg madet at point Clear, Je-
sus went ahead

aled t emanshand
—Matthew 12:9- ﬁ

2 If the Phansees cared I|tt|e for those

% (@) In cg trast W|th the scribes and
ﬁ arisees, how d|§ esus sh ow dsn#nterest In

BRI M s o

tween divine justi
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with physical disabilities,
they cared even less for
those who were impover-
IShed spmtually Thelr dis-
torted view of righteous-
ness led them to |gnore and
despise tax collectors and
sinners. (John 7:49) Never-
theless, many such ‘ones re-
sponded to Jesus’ teaching,
doubtless sensing his de-
sire to help rather than to
Bass judgment, (Matthew
1:317 Luke 15:1) The Phar-
ISees, however, ‘denigrated
Jesus” efforts to_heal the
spiritually sick. “This man
welcomes smners and eats
with them,” they muttered
reproachfu'll (Y_uke 15:2)
In‘reply to, thelr accusatlon
Jesus again, used a pasto-
ral illustration. Just as a
shepherd rejoices when he
finds alost sheep, sothe an-
gels in heaven re10|ce when
a sinner reRents % uke 15;
3-7) Jesus himself rejoiced
when he was able to help
Zacchagus repent from his
former sinful course. “The
Son of man came to seek and to save what
was lost,” he said.—Luke 19:8-10.

These confrontations clearly reveal
the d|st|q<ct|on between divine ;]u t|ce
WhICh seeks to heal and to Save, ad
rlrg teouaness hich seeks to exatte \g

d con emn(j e mﬁny Em%te)/ ritual an
man-made tradition had led the scrines and
Pharisees to arrogance and self |mtt)ortance
but Jesus a tlx 8omte d out that ea/
d|sre arde the, weig ht|er matters ft

Law, namel hJust|ce an mercy and faithful-
ness.” (Matthew 23:23) May We imitate Je-



sus in exercising true justice in all that we
do and also watch out tor the pitfall of self-
righteousness. _

UWhile Jesus ignored the arbitrary rules
of the Pharisees,” he did kee‘o the Mosa-
ic Law. (Matthew 5:17, 18) In doing. so,
he did not allow the letter of that Tigh-
teous Law to override its principles. When
a woman who had suffered from a flow of
blood for 12 years touched his garments
and was healed, Jesus said to her;” “Daugh-
ter, your faith has made g/ou well; go your
way ‘in peace.” (Luke 8:43-48) Jesus’ sym-
P_a etic words confirmed that. God’s Jus-
ice had taken into account her circumstanc-
es. Although she was ceremonially unclean
and thus had technically violated the Mosa-
ic Law by beln([] In among the crowd, her
faith deserved o be rewdrded.—Leviticus
15:25-27; compare Romans 9:30-33.

Righteousness Is for Everyone
BApart from emphasizing its' compas-
sionate nature, Jesus also tdught his dis-
m?les that divine_justice should embrace
all people. It was Jehovah’s will for him to
‘oring_forth justice to the nations.’ (Isaiah
42:1)" This was the point of one of Jesus’
most famous illustrations, that of the neigh-
borl¥ Samaritan. The illustration was a Te-
ply 0 a question raised by a man versed
i the Law who wanted to' “prove_himself
righteous.” “Who really is my neighbor?”
né asked. doubtless wishing to resfrict his
neighborly responsibilities to Jewish peo-
ple. The Samaritan in Jesus’ illustration dis-
nlayed god!]y righteousness, for he was will-
ng to Sperid is time and money helping

1#. Hdp_w. does one of Jesus’ miracles illustrate
that divine justice takes Into account a person’s
mrcumst;a ces?

15, %% ? What does Jesua’illustgation of the
ighbo
i

% S?marltan teach us about Llustlce?
uch” o

d we avoid being “righteods over-

a stranﬁ,er_from another nation. Jesus con-
cluded his illustration by advising his ques-
tioner: “Be domP the same yourself.” (Luke
10:25-37) If we fikewise do good o all peo-
ple regardless of their racialor ethnic back-
ground, we will be imitating God’s justice.
—Acts 10:34, 35. _ _
1BThe example of the scribes and Phari-
sees, on the other hand, reminds us that if
we would_exercise divine justice, we should
not be “righteous overmuch.” (Ecclesiastes
[:16) Seeking to impress others with showy
displays of righteousness or attaching exces-
sive importance to man-made rules will not
bring us God’s apﬁroval.—l\/latthew 0:1.
170ne reason why Jesus made clear to the
nations the_nature’ of God’s justice was so
that all of his disciples could |earn to display
this, quality. Why Is this so important? The
Scriptures exhort us to “become imitators of
God,” and all God’s ways are gustlce._ (EPhe-
sians 5:1) Likewise, Mican 6:8 explains that
one of Jehovah's requirements_ Is that_ we
“exercise justice” as we walk with our God.
Furthermore, Zephaniah 2:2, 3 reminds us
that If we wish to be concealed during the
day of Jehovah’s anger, we have to “seek
righteousness” beforé that day arrives.

|1yY'juVs\{|hcye?iS it so important for us to display god-

Can You Explain?

O What is the meaning of divine
justice?

0O How did Jesus teach justice to the
nations?

O Why was the righteousness of the
Pharisees distorted?

O Why do we need to exercise justice?
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B Thefe critical IFst days are thereforehovah will bless_ us. (Job 29:14) How will
an espema acceptable timé” to exercise  faith in Jehovah’s justice help us to look to
3|c Corinthians 6:2). We can be sure  the future with conﬁdence Oreover, as we
%I eJo b, We make i ght?ousness our  await the righteous “new earth.” how does
C|0t ing”and ‘jUstice our slegveless coat, Je- godly UStce protect us spiritually? (2 Peter

he following article will ariswer these
|108Wi\r%hgh&tllee§t|ons will be answered in the fol- questions.

novah

te Jehov
EXERCISE JUSTICE AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS

9 amJehovah, the One exercising Iovm? -kindness, Justlce and righteousness in
the earth: for in these things | do fake delight*—EREMIAH &:2¢

HOVAH promised that the day would tice and righteousness. If we then exercise
come when everyone would know him.  those qualities, he will find delight in us.
hrouth rophet Isaiah, he stat-  How can we do so? In his Word, the Bible,
ed: “They WI| not do any harm or cause,ehovan has preserved a record of his deal-
z ruin i all my hoIY mountain; he- Ings with |mperfect humans through the
alse the earth will certainly be f|IIedW|th ags By studying it, we can come t0 know
the knowl %dge of Jehovah as the waters are  Jéhova swa ofjustice and nghteousness
coverlnq e very seztith( tsalah 11:9) What  and thus imifate him.—Romans 15
amarve ous prospect that Is!

What pthoﬁgh does it mean to know Just yet Compassionate
Jeﬂovah7 10 Jeremlahh ﬁhovah ][evealehd ; gmorH]he gl\émcfi ajsus?cgrgentpl)jgo{]hg?qorl?sand
an ttﬁguﬁgsdnrg”%%‘ knovs e(?v'”g(’ |n3|ﬂat trates i;evgrél %pects o#Je[Rovahs Jushce
| am Jehovah the One exe%msmg fovmg Not o eflovah mete out necessary
kindness, justice and righteousness n the PUNS ment Ut e also provided salvatjon
arth: for i these thing | dotake delight.”  Tor the deserving ones. Was the desfruction
Jeremmh 9243 Thus, (1’ Lnow Jehovaﬂ in-  of those cities Teally justified? Abraham

who apparenily had’limited knowledge of
cludes knowing the Wway he exercises - the exr%gnt of odomswmkedness d|8 not
What marvelous prospect did Jehovah hold

3 What does knowing Jehovah include? Why? god%mV\ellpl grsnojrerg \éah Justified In destroying
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think so at first. Jehovah assured Abraham
that if just ten righteous people could be
found, he would spare that city. Clearly, Je-
hovah’s justice is never hasty or unmerci-
ful. —Genesis 18:20-32.

_4The inspection by the two angels pro-
vided a graphic testimony of Sodom’s mor-
al degradation. When the men of the city,
“fron) boy to old man,” learned that two
men had come to stay at Lot’s home, they
assaulteq his house with the intention of
committing homosexual Eang raPe. Their
depravity had truIX sunk to a low level!
Without'a doubt, Jehovah's judgment on
the C|Lt1y 2vgas a righteous one.—Genesis 19:

bAfter citing the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah-as a warning example, the
apostle Peter wrote; “Jehovah knows how
to, deliver Igeople of godly devotion out of
trial.” (2 Peter 2:6-9) Justice would not
have been satisfied if righteous Lot and his
family had been swept awa alon%wnh the
ungodly people of Sodom. Thus, Jehovah’s
angels ‘warned Lot about the impending
destruction. When Lot lingered, the angels
“In the compassion of Jeovah™ took hold
of him, his wife, and his daughters by the
hand and led them out of the City. (Génesis
19:12-16) We can be sure that Jéhovah will
show similar concern for righteous, ones in
the forthcoming destruction of this wick-
ed sxstem. _ _

6Although the end of this system will be
atime “formeting outjlustlce,” there is no
reason for us to be unduly concerned. (Luke
21.22) The Judgm_ent that God will execute
at Armageddon will prove “altogether righ-

gb(ﬂ%did God deliver Lot and his family from
6, Why should we not be unduly concer
agout Yhe fortﬂcoming destruction%ft e W|nci<-
ed system of things?

teous.” (Psalm 19:9) As Abraham learned,
we humans can have implicit trust in Je-
hovah's justice, which is on a much higher
E)Iane than ours. Abraham asked: “Is the
Judge of all the earth not going to do what
IS right?” (Genesis 18:25; compare Job 34:
10.) Or as Isaiah aptly ﬁut If, “who teach-
es Jehtl)vah] In the path of justice?”—Isa-

lah 40:14

A Righteous, Act to

_ l_éa%_e Rﬁankm(} _

7God’s justice is not manifested_only in

the way he punishes wrongdoers. Jehovah
descrities himself as “a righteous God and
a Savior.” (Isaiah 45:21) Manifestly, there
IS a close conpection between God’s righ-
teousness, or justice, and his desire to save
mankind from the ﬁffects of sin, Comment-

nt if text, T elnternan(ina tan-
Bible

|
08 el .
points out that “God’s justice seeks con-
cretely to exPres_s His mércy and to accom-
plish His salvation.” It is not that God’s
Lusnce needs to be tempered with mercy
ut, rather, that mercy is an exPresswn of
God’s justice, God’s provision of a ransom
for mankind’s salvation is the most strik-
|n%example of this aspect of divine justice.
_8The ransom price itself—the precious
life .of God’s only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ—was a high one” because Jehovah’s
standards are universal, and he himself
abides by them. (Matthew 20:28) A per-
fect life,"that of Adam, had been lost, so
a perfect life was needed to redeem life
for Adam’s descendants, (Romans 5:19-21)
The apostle Pau| describes Jesus’ course
of integrity, including the paying of the

7. What connection is there between God’s jus-
gce and his mercg?_ : -
8, 9. (a) What was included in the descnpﬂﬁn,
oHe righte u? act"? Why? (b) What does Jeho-
vah asK back from us?
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ransom, as “one righteous act.” (Romans 5:
18 footnote) Why is that? Because from
Jehova h's standpoint, to_ransom mankind
was the rr%ht and the hUSt thing to do,
even though it had to be done at great
cost to rmsef Adam’s offs rrn% Wwere
like a “bruised reed,” which God did not
wish to crush, or like a smolderrn? flax-
en wick,” which he did pot want o ex-
tinguish. (Matthew 12:20) God had confi-
dence that many faithful'men and women
would arise from among Adam’s descen-
dants.—Compare Matthew 25:34.

9How should we respond to this supreme
act of love and justice? One of the hrngs
Jehovah asks back from us is that we
%rcrse justice.” (Micah 6:8) How can we do

is?

Searctktor] Justice,
Pursue teousness

DFirst of all, we must conform to God’s
moral standards. Because God’s standards
are just and righteous, we are exercjs-
Ing justice when we live in harmony with

them. That is what Jehovah expécts of

his_people. “Learn to do good; search for
Justrce Jehovah told the” [sraelites. ﬁlsa
jah 1:17) Jesus gave similar counsel to
his hearers in theé Sermon on the Mount,
when he instructed them to ‘seek first the
kingdom and God’s righteousness.’ (Mat
thew 6:33) Paul encolraged Trmoth
Vgursue rrghteousness Timothy 6;

hen we live in harmony with Godsstan
dards of behavior and pat on the new per-
sona lity, we are Igaursurng true justice and
rightecusness. (Ephesians 4:23,24) In oth-
er words we search for justice by doing
things Goa’s way.

i T s B TR
gousness:
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]1As We are weII aware it is not always
easy for imperfect h umans to do what IS
and rrght (Romans 7:14-20) Paul en-
coura ed the Roman ChristianS to fight
agarnst the mastery of sin, so that they
could present therr dedrcated bodies  to
God as weaponso rrg hteusness,” whrch
would be useful to God in accomplish-
ing his purpose. (Romans 6:12-14) ere
wise, by ‘regularly studying and applyrnP
God's Word, we Can apsorb the “menta
regulatrng of Jehovah™ and be ‘disciplined
In rrg teousness —Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timo-

]ZSecond We exercise justice when we
treat others. the wa}/ we want Jehovah to
treat us. It is easy to have a double stan-
dard—an indulgent one for ourselves but
a strict one for others. We readily make
excuses for our own shortcomings, yet we
are uick to crrtrcrze the failings of others
which may well be insignificat compared
to our own Jesus pointedly asks;
then, do you look at the Straw in your
brother’s eye, but do not consider the raf-
ter in your own eye?” (Matthew 7:1-3) We
should’ never forget that none. of us could
stand if Jehovah Were to scrutinize our er-
rors. (Psalm 130:3 4LIf Jehovah’s justice
allows him to overlook our brothers” weak-
nesses, who are we to judge them adverse-
ly?>—Romans 14:4, 10.

]3Th|rd we display godly justice when
we diligently engage in'the preaching ac-
tivity. “Do riot hld back good from those
fo whom it IS owing, when rt happens to be
In the power of your hand to do'it,” Jeho-
vah counsels us. (Proverbs 3:27) It would

11, Why and how should we fight against the
mastery of sin?

12."What should we avord if we are to treat oth-
ers the wa we want Jehovah to treat us?

ht feel qbliged t
prea\éYt Yhe goo seo(t)‘ut emtg?ng?jgmg e



not be right to keep to ourselves the life-
glvmg K owled%e that God has so gener-
usly“granted uS. True, many peoplé may
reject our message, but as lorig as God cori-
tinues to extend mercy to them, we should
be willing to keep ?lvmg them the op-
Portunlty “to gftain fo repentance.” 52 Pe-
er 3:9) "And like Jesus, we feel delight-
ed when we are able to help someone turn

By our preaching activity,
we display godly justice

to justice and_righteous-
ness. (Luke 15:7) Now Is
the favorable time for us to
sow seed In righteousness.
—Hosea 10:12

“Princes f

JUS{ICG ﬁse%

i _ All of us must
the gath of rlghteous,ne_ss,

but elders in the Christian
congregation have a special
responsibility in this re-

gard. Jesus’ princely rule is
sustained by means of jus-

tice and rigfiteousness. Ac-
cordingly, the standard for

elders1s divine justice. (Isa-

lah 9:7) They bear in mind

what i$ described grophetl-
cally at Isaiah 32:1; “Look!
A King will reign for righ-
teousness itself” and as Te-

, sfpect_s E)_rmc_es, they will rule
as princes for justice itself.” As spirit-
aP ointed overseers, or ‘God’s stewards,’
tese{s7should do things God’s way.—Ti-
us 1.7.

5 Jesus, showed that Jehovah’s justice
was compassionate, merciful, and reason-
able. Above all, he tried fo heIP those who
had Froblems and “to seek and to save what
was lost.” (Luke 19:10) Like the shepherd in

14. ,)What role do elders play with regard to jus-

R e e e
e(?grs {eel about those wfqo are'sp|2ituaWy ost?
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When elders manifest godly justice, those with problems find it easier to seek their help

Jesus’illustration who searched untiringly
until he found a lost sheep, elders seek out
those who have strayed spiritually and en-
deavor to guide them back intothe fold.
—Matthew 18:12,13.

B Rather than condemn those who mayhovahs ustlce when,

have committed serious sins, elders seek to
heal and 1o lead to repentance if that |s
possible. They rejoice when theY can help

someone wha has gone astray. 1t sa ens
them, however, when awrong oer fails to
repent. Then God’s rquhteous standards re-
quire them to disfelfowship the unrepen-
tant one. Even then, like the father of the
prodigal son, they hope that some day the
erring one will ‘come to his senses.” (Luke

16 the Watchtower— August i, 1998

15:17, 18{ Thus, elders take the initiative to
visit certain_disfellowshipped ones to re-
mind them how they can return to Jeho-
vah’s organization.*

|ders especially need to imitate Je-
andlmg cases of

wrongdoing. Sinners “kept drawing near”
to Jes s be%ause the fel tFt)hat ﬁe W uId un
erstan and Luke 15:1

help them. (
thew 9:12, 13) 8f course Jesus did not
condone wrongdomg One mealtime spent

ge:e The Watchtower; April 15, 1991, pag-

17 What quoal do eIder
se 0

thom achieve. tdhomggoglq

ot sty o R



with Jesus moved Zacchaeus, a notorious
extortioner, to repent and make amends
for all the suffering he had brought upon
others. (Luke 19:8-10) Elders. today have
the same qoal at their judicial héarings
—to lead the erring one to repentance.
If the% are ap[r)roa_c a_blg_as JEsus was,
W]%ne/h {ongdoe swill find it easier to see
if help.

BA SGE]S_III_VE heart will help elders ad-
minister divine justice, which is neither
harsh nor unfeeling. Interestingly, Ezra
prepared his heart, not just his mind, in
order to teach the lsraelites justice. (Ezra
1:10) An understanding heart will enable
elders to agﬁ(lly the appropriate Scriptural
principles and to take Into account the cir-
cumstances of each individual, When Jesus
healed the woman who had a flow of blood,
he showed that Jehqvah’s justice means un-
derstanding the spirit as well as the letter
of the law.”(Luke 8:43-48) Elders who ad-
minister justice with compassion may b
|ikened to “a hiding place from the wind’
for those who have'been buffeted by their
own weaknesses or by this wicked System
in which we live.—lIsaiah 32:2. _

DOne sister who had committed a seri-
ous Sin came to appreciate divine justice
firsthand. “Frankly, | was afraid to goto the
elders,” she admits. “But they treated me
with compassion and dignity. The_elders
were like fathers rather than stern {udgnes.
They helped me_to understand that Jého-
vah'would not reject me if | resolved to cor-
rect my ways. I'learned firsthand how he
disciplines ds as a lovin Fahhe_r. | was able
to open my heart to Jefovah, in the confi-
dence that he would hear my supplication,
Looking back, I can truthfully say that that

18. W atwweevr\}i:}]bée,?elders to be like “a hiding

ace fro . .
R . How Hlldlo_ne sister respond to the application
ot divine justice?

meetmg with the elders seven years ago
was a Dlessing from Jehovah. EVver since,
my relationship with him has been much
stronger.

Do%af] Yss tI!Q(\”leg ﬂ]e%us

A Thankfully, diviné justice means much
more than giving, every man what he de-
serves. Jehovah's justice has moved him to
?rant everlastmg Ife to those who exercise
aith. (Psalm 103:10; Romans 5:15,18) God
deals with us in this way because his justice
takes into account our circumstances, and
It seeks to save rather than condemn. Tru-
By, abetter understanding of the breadth of
ehovah’s justice drawsus closer to him.
And as we strive to imitate this facet of his
personality, our lives and those of others
will be richly blessed, Our pursuit of jus-
tice will not’go unnotjced by our heavénly
Father. Jehovah promises us: “Keep justice,
you people, and do what is righteous. For
my salvation is at hand to conie in, and my
righteousness to be revealed. HapRy IS the
mortal man that does this."—Isaian"s6:1, 2.

20. What are the benef_itﬁ of understanding and
exercising justice and righteousness?

Do You Recall?

O What does the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah teach us
about Jehovah's justice?

O Why is the ransom an outstanding
expression of God's justice and
love?

O What are three ways in which we
can exercise justice?

O In what special way can elders
imitate divine justice?
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
Humbly Conforming to Jehovah's Way

"SEEK Jehovah, all you meek ones of the earth."
This invitation, proclaimed by the Hebrew proph-
et Zephaniah over 26 centuries ago, is still being
extended to people throughout the earth today.
(Zephaniah 2:3) What does it mean to seek Jeho-
vah? Doing this starts with taking in knowledge of
the only true and living God, Jehovah.— Jeremi-
ah 10:10; John 17:3.

Taking in knowledge, however, does not in itself
lead to an approved standing before God. To gain
God's favor, a person must also apply this knowl-

RAZIL

his thinking and conduct to God's standards, as
illustrated by the following experience from Suri-
name.— Ephesians 4:22-24.

Eddy, a schoolteacher in his mid-30's, longed
for satisfying answers to such questions as: 'What
role does religion play in today's society?' and
'Does the Bible, an ancient book, agree with
modern science?' When Jehovah's Witnesses
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called and offered Bible-based answers to these
guestions, Eddy listened carefully. He even took
notes in order to check the Witnesses' explana-
tions.

Previously, Eddy had associated with a religion
that taught him that humans were the end result of
God's modification of apes. So when the Witness-
es offered him the publication Life— How Did It
Get Here? By Evolution or by Creation? he readi-
ly accepted it. The book's clear explanation of the
Bible's creation account impressed him. Through
his study of the Bible, he became convinced that
he had found the truth!

But now he faced a test. Eddy lived in a house
in which thievery and dishonesty were a way of
life. Thus, he was presented with a choice: either
follow his roommates' corrupt way of life or reject
such conduct in favor of a life-style that glorifies
God. Wisely, Eddy chose the latter. He cut off
all bad association and moved out of the house.
— 1 Corinthians 15:33, 34.

Eddy made rapid progress after he began to at-
tend meetings at the Kingdom Hall. He also made
improvements in his dress and grooming and start-
ed to speak to his friends and relatives about what
he was learning. Later, his joy was increased when
he was approved to share in preaching the "good
news" publicly. (Matthew 24:14; Acts 20:20)
In December 1996 the long-awaited day came
when he symbolized his dedication to Jehovah by
means of water baptism.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of honest-
hearted people respond to the invitation to "seek
Jehovah." In so doing, they experience the truth-
fulness of Proverbs 22:4, which says: "The result
of humility and the fear of Jehovah is riches and
glory and life." Yes, by humbly conforming to
Jehovah's way, lovers of truth enjoy such bless-
ings now, and confidently look forward to eternal
blessings right here on earth.— Psalm 37:29.



‘WE HAVE DONE WHAT WE
QUGRHT TO HAVE DONE’

AS told by George Couch
After we had spent the morning in the house-to-house
ministry, my companion brought out two sandwiches. When we
finished eating, | pulled out a cigarette to smoke. “How
long have you been in the truth?” he asked. “Last night was
the first meeting | ever attended,” | told him.

JLITTIWI-A

The Magazine Deparfnv



WAS horn March 3, 1917, on a farm
I about30mr|eseast ofPrttsburr]rh Penn-

sylvania, U.S.A., near the small town of
Avonmore, There my &)arents raised my four
brothers, a sister, an

We did not have a whole lot of religious
trarnrng At one time mw parents Went 0
church; but the¥ quit atendm when we
children were still young. We be |eved In the
Creator, though, and our family life followed
basic principles that are found'in the Bible.

The finest trarnrng I recerved from my
Parents was regard rng respansibility—how
0 take it on and fulfill it. That was what
farm life was all about, But our life was
not all work. We enjoyed wholesome recre-
ation, such as playing’ basketball and base-
ball, riding horses, and swimming. Money
was scarcé in those days, yet [ife on the
farm was pleasant. We attentled school jn a
one-room Schoolhouse while 1 grade school
and went to school in town during our high
school years,

One night | was walkrng in town with a
friend of mine. A nice-looking grrl came out
of her ouse to sa}é hellg tom friend, He
Introduced me to Fern Prugh.”Convenient-
ly, she Tived on the block Wwhere the high
school was located. Often when [ passed
her house, Fern was outsrde takrn care of
chores Obvrous(Y sewas a ar worker
which impressed me. We developed a close
frrendshrp and Jove for one another and got
married in April of 1936.

Contact With Bible Truth

Vo whom B0l T 10w TiSTERE
ed because of(her [r)elrgron Moy mother visit-
her on Saturd axswen ing to town 0
sho Mother clea ed her house"and helped
her wrth errands, doing so until the woman
died. | believe Jehovafi blessed Mother be-
cause she was so kind to this woman, who
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was a Bible Student as Jehovah's Witness-
eswere then caltd i ;
Sometime afterward, my aunt’s yo
daug hﬂterigred sudden‘ Th% church ¥h ng
grvem aunt much comfort, but anerg
who was a Bible Student did. The Biblg Stu-
dent exglarned to her what hapPens when a
rierson les. (Job 14:13- 15 Ecc esrastes 95
0) This wasasod(rc(e ah fort. M
aunt In urrl1 to Mother about th
resurrection oPe This sp arked othersrn
terest, srn e ne vearents dred when she was
oung as anxious to_know what
gg ns to a person at death, That experi-
ence Impressed upon me the importance of
always takrng advantage of opportunities to
Witness informal K/I
In_the 1930’5, Mother bebgan Jrstenrn to
t eSunda mornrn rﬁ 10 broadcasts of Jo-
Wp ut erford’ gresr dent of the
atch Tower Bible and Tract Socret Dur-
Ht 0e Xears the Wrtnesses aso b T%an
oUse-to-house work w ere We we
wou setu aﬁorta le onograp mte

yard under a shady tree and Brot
er Rutherford’s re rde sermons ose J
ordings and he atchtower and en

qe N w[L\wa e!) magazines kept Mothers
Interest alive
A few eew aher in 1938, a postcard
Was %ent 0 Watc tower sybscribers invit-
Ing them 1o aspecra meeting In a private
home about 15 miles awa othe want
attend, so Fern a] d two of m
rot ers accom anied her. Jo n Booth an
arIes Hessler travehn?koverseers of Jeho-

tnes avet s to about a doz-
en of US. fsterw% h

e an o anrz
roup to share In émstr
e morning, No one volunteer
'[ N | '[
Broth

Wit
G S T
Enow (iexalc Phr\r/\rlkaof noe Feason %/n lhou d
not help them.



We went from house to house until about
noon, and then Brother Hessler brought out
two sandwiches, We sat down on the thurch
steps and started eating, It was after |
pulled out that crgarette hat Brother Hes-
sler learned that ™l had attended only one
meeting. He invited hjmself for supper that
very evening and. asked us to invite our
neighbors for g Bible discussion. FoIIowrng
supper, he held a Bible study with us an
ﬂave a talk to the group of about ten that
ad come He told Us that We should have a

Bib estu rvever week, gh our peigh-
bors did rjot a eetotrs Frnandlar
ranged to have a weekly home Bible study

Progress in the Truth

Soon afterward, Fern and | went out in
the field ministry. We were in the hack seat
of the car, and We had gust lit up cjgarettes
when my brother turnéd to us and said:
just found out that the Witnesses do not
smoke.” | medra(t ely, Fern. tprew her ciga-
rette out the window=I finished mine. EVen
though we had en{oyed smoking, we never
picked up a cigaretté again,

After our baotrsm in 1940, Fern and |
were at a mee mIg where we studied an
a

Bt foi &
homepabrothgras(hed “Why dont y

ern go t[:)noneerrng ou have nothrn%
to hold ack.” We could not drsa%rre
with h|m so we made ourselves availah
turned in a 30-day notice at my place of
employment, and we made arrangements
to pioneer,
We conferr]ed with the Watch Tower Soci-
etg/ ahout w ere we should serve, and then
moved to Baltimore, Maryland. There a
home for |oneers Was marntar ed, and the
cost forrom and board was $10 a month.
We had some savi /gsthat we thought would
eas| X last us to rmage don. %eve ation
16:14, 16) After all, we always thought that

Armageddon Was Hust around the corner. So
Kv en estarte |one [, We %ave up our
ome and roppe ever ing efSe
Broneered n B Imor from 1942 to

1047, Eosrtron to t %wor Jehovah's
WitnesseS was at a high point during those
Kears Instead of driving our car to our Bi-
le students’ homes, we'at times had somf
one drop vs off. That wa ? [ car tires would
not get slashed. No on es such o osr
tjon, odt | ¢an say tha twe aways e on
the field minstry, In fact, we fooked for-
ward 1o a little bit of excitement in”doing
the Lord’s work.

We had soon spent all the money we had
a% urcartrres wore out, and so diq our
ot es an shoes. We got sick two or t ree
eres for ogg periods. It was not ea

P%orn tweneverrTraveatou tto
quitti enever even talkeq about
cut ack on other thrngs in |ife so that We
could stay in the pionegr work.

Changes of Assignment .
In 1947 we Went to the Convention jn Los
n(\;NIes Cahfornra While there my broth
er William and | were each |ven a let-
ter that assigned us to the trave Ing Work
10 vrsrt and heI con re t|ons We i not
et any special trarn rthat wor ack
en. We'just went, D ring the next seven
years, Fern and | served in”Ohio, Michigan,

In Our Next Issue

Jehovah Should Be Our Confidence

Living and Preaching in the Shadow
of a Volcano

The Huguenots' Flight to Freedom
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Indiana, Illinois, and New York, In 1954
we were invited to attend the 24th. class
of Gilead, a school for training missionar-
les. While there, Fern contracted polio. Hap-
E_lly, she recovered well, and we were as-
gned to the traveling work in New York
and Connecticut, =~

While we were servm? in Stamford, Con-
necticut, Nathan H. Knorr, then president of
the Watch Tower Saciety, asked us to spend
the weekend with him dnd his wife, Audrey,
They fed us a nice steak supper with all the
trlmmlnq_s. We had become acquainted with
them earlier, and | knew Brother Knorr well
enougn to realize that he had something on
his mind besides our association and supper,
Later that evening he asked me, “How would
you like to come fo Bethel?”

“I'm not reaIIV sure; 1 don’t know a whole
lot about Bethel life,” I replied.

After thinking about this for several
weeks, we told Brother Knorr that we would
come If he Wﬁnted us to. The next wTek,
We r_?celved a_letter to report to Bethel on
April 21, 197, our 21st wedding anniver-

sary.

1yhat first day at Bethel, Brother Knorr
gave me clear direction on whaf was expect-
d. He told me: “You're not a circuit servant
anymore: you are_here to work at Bethel.
THis 1s the most important work that you
have to do, and we want you to put your

22 THE WATCHTOWER- AUGUST 1,1998

With Audrey and Nathan orr

time and_ energy intg applyinq
the training you receive here a
Bethel. We'want you to stay.”

Life at Bethel I\/Ieanlngful
. The first assignment | had was
in the Magazine arid Mailing Depart-
ments. Later,” after about thrée years,
Brother Knorr sent word for me to reﬁort tq
his office. He informed me then that the real
reason | was brought to Bethel was to work
in the home. His instructions were very di-
rect, “You are here to run the Bethel Home.”
Managing the Bethe| Home reminded me
of lessons my parents had taught me while
| was growing up on the farm. A Bethel
Home_is much like a regular family house-
hold. There are clothes f0 be cleaned, meals
t0 be prepared, dishes to be washed, beds to
he made, and so forth. The home orPamza-
tion tries to make Bethel a comfortable place

to live, one that a person can call his home.
| believe that there are a lof of lessons
that families can learn from how Bethel
operates. We wake up early in the morn-
ing and start off our day on‘a spiritual note
by considering a daily “Bible. text. We are
expected to work hard and_live a balanced
but busy life. Bethel is not like a monastery,
as somé may think, We accomplish much
because. of gur scheduled way of life. Many
ave said that d}he tramlng theg received
nere later helped them to acCept résponsibil-
Ities in their families and in‘the Christian
coQ(gregatlon.
oung men and womenwho come to Beth-
el may e as_sqned to do cleaning, laun-
dry, of work In the factorx. The World,may
have us believe that such physical work is de-
meaning and beneath us. Yet, young ones at
Bethel come to appreciate that suchwork as-



si?nments are neces-
sary for our family to
furiction properly-and

haprplly.
he world may also
Promote the thou_ght
hat you need position
and prestige to be tru-
\)0 appy. That Is wrong.
hen We do what we
are assigned to do, we
are ‘doing what we ought
to.be doing,’ and we’re-
ceive Jehovah’s hlessing.
(Luke 17:10) We can have
real contentment and hap-
Bmess only If we remem-
er the purpose of our work
—to do Jehovah’s will and
advance Kingdom,interests. If we keep that
In mind, any assignment can be enjoyable
and satisfying.

A Privileged Share in Expansion

At the Cleveland, Ohio, convention in
1942, more than a decade before we came to
Bethel, Brother Knorr gave the talk “Peace
—Can It Last?” He made it clear that World
War |l, then in progress, would end and
that there would e “a time of peace that
would provide an opportunity for an_ ex-
ganded preaching campaign.” The Gilead
chool to train missionarieS and the Theo-
cratic Ministry School to improve the public
speakmg(;j anilities of the brothers, were es-
tablished in 1943, Latge conventions were
also organized. Especially Promment dur-
Ing the 1950's were those at Yankee Stadi-
ur, New York. In connection with the con-
ventions there in 1950 and 1953, | had the
opp_ortumt_¥ to help arrange for the huge
Trailer City
thousands for the eight days of each of those
conventions,

that accommodated tens of

\Watehtower Edoco*1@n2.— —

_ After those conventions, includ-
ing the largest one of all in 1958, there were
big increases in Kingdom publishers. This
dlrectlg affected our work at Bethel. In the
late 1960’5 and earI‘y 1970%s, we found our-
selves quite desperate for space and rooms to
house workers. To accommodate our grow-
m_g family, we had to have more bedrooms,
kitchens,"and dining rooms.

Brother Knorr asked Brother Max Larson,
the factory overseer, and me to locate suit-
able property for expansion. In 1957, when |
came to Bethel, our family of about 500 was
accommodated in one large residence build-
ing. But over the Years the Society pur-
chased and renovated three large nearby
hotels—the Towers, the Standish, and the
Bossert—as well as_many smaller apart-
ment buildings, In 1986 thie Society bought
the property where the Hote| Margaret had
stood and turned the beautiful néw build-
|r%% put up there into a home for ahout
250 persons. Then in the early 1990%, a
30;storr residence was built to house an ad-
ditional 1,000 workers. Brooklyn Bethel can

THE WATCHTOWER—- AUGUST 1, 1998 23



now accommodate and feed the
more than 3,300 members of
our family.

Progerty was also pur
o{haie In WaIIkrIId ;

or near undre
mr es from Byrook nBeth
el Over t e ears begin-
nrn rnthe e 19603 res-
Id ences an a large &rrntery
were bul tt ere.”Now, a out
1,200 members of our Bethel
family Tive and work there. Tn

80 a search began for about
00 acres of land nearer to ew
York City and with % %
way access. The real estate ag nt
laghed and said: “Where are’y
going to find that kind of property’) It is
Just ot possible.” But the next mornrng he
called back and sard “I've found your prop-
erty.” Today, it is known as the Watchtower
Educational Center at Patterson. New York
There schools are operated and there Is a
family of more than 1,300 ministers.

Lessons | Have Learned

| have learned that a good overseer is
one who can draw valuable mformatron from
others. Most of the ideas that | have been
privileged to put into operation as the Beth-
el overSeer have come from others.

When | came to Bethel, many were older,
as | am today. Most are now gone, Who re-
places those who grow old and die? It is not
always the ones with the most ability. It is
thosé who are here, working faithfully at the
job, making themselves available.

Another |mportant matter to remember IS
tevau of a good wre The su porto m

dear vvre Fer has been a great h
me in fulfilling my theocratic assr?nments
Hushands have thé responsibility o makrngi
sure their wives enjoy their assignments
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Wlth Fern today

W to have somethrng planned
at ern and | like to do. It
does not have to be expen-
sive, Just a change of scen-
erg tisuptoa usband to
thin sto make his wife
agg IS trme wrth her | rs
i0us

P S0 he needgoteoS n%rlgeu ItChe

most of it.

| am glad to be living in

e last days that Jesus
talked about. hrf IS the mast
amazing time in all human his-
tory. Weare able to watch and
see With our eyes of faith how the
Lord develops his organization in
preparatron for the advent of the
Promrsed new world. As | Jook back over m
ifetime in Jehovah's servrce | can see tha
Jehovah is the one who is running this orga-
nization—not men. We are just his servants.
As such, we must always ldok to him for di-
rection. Once he lays,olt what we are to do,
we should just jump in and do it to?ether

Give of yourself to the organization, and
Wu are quaranteed to have a Tull, happy life.

hatever you.are doing—whether It'is pio-
neering, crrcurtwork sérving with a congre-
gation as a publjsher, Bethelservice, or. mis-
stonary work—follow the drrectron outlined
and value your assignment. Try your best
to enjoy every assighment and each day of
workin Jehovah’s service, You will Pet tired
and you ma get overworked or feef down at
times. That'iS when you have to. remember
the purpose ofdedrcatrng your life to Jeho-
vah, It Is to do his will, not Your own,

There has not been a day that | have come
towork and not enjoyed what | did, Why? Be-
cause whenwe give of ourselves whole-Souled
to Jenovah, wehave the satisfaction of know-
ing that We have done what we ought to
have done.’



A SSIGNMENTS of sacred service are
ZA ot to be lightly esteemed. When
JL_ 1 priests.in ancient Judah showed an
indifferent attitude toward their privileges
In connectron with Jehov h's temple, °h
strongrt]/ reproved them. (Malachi i 14
when some In Israel urged the Nazl-
rrtes to treat | htl [y the responsrbrlrtres
that the ed in connectron with
therrsa red servrce Je ovah rebuked those
srnu Israelrtes Amos 2:11-16) True Chris-
nsaso en qe In sacred ser c and the
ake It serious g/ (Romans 1 1) This sa-
cred service nas many facets aI of them
Important,
While Jﬁsus was still on earth with his
followers, he tramed them to be proclaim-

ers of God's Kingdom. n time, their mes-
sage would reachgto the ends of the earth.

Prrvrleges
rvrce

(Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts L1.8) This preach-
Ing has taken on even greatef urgency dur-
ing the final days of the present’system of

things

ﬂ All of Jehovah’s Witnesses share in this
work. Hundreds of thousands find joy in be-
md able to do so as pioneers. In"qgrder to
filf important needs in the worldwide work
thousands have made themselves available
for special full-time service at Bethel, in the
travelmg work as circuit angd district over-
seers, OF in missionary service. What may
this involve on the part of those Who want
to continue in such special service?

When There Are Pressrng Family Needs

Before taking up special full-time ser-
vice, a person usually must make some
adjustments in his Circumstances. Not
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everyone can do this, Scriptural obligations
that’a person already has may make it im-
possible. What happens, th,ough,_when uy-
gent family needs, %erhaps Involving elderly
gare_nts, confront those who are alfeady i
pecial service? Bible principles and counsel
such as the following ?lve needed direction,
QOur entire life should be built around our
reIatmnshng) with Jehovan, %Ecclesmstes 12
13 Mark 1 :28-30% Sacred things entrusted
to our care are to be highly esteemed. (Luke
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Theyhave made themselves
available for special
full-time service

1:74, 75; Hebrews 12:16) On one occasion, a
man who needed to change his priorities
was told hy Jesus that he qught to get full

occupied In declaring the ngdom of God.
Evidently, the man was inten _mg to post-
pone such activity until after his father had
died. (Luke 9:59,60) On the other hand, Je-
SUS exloosed the wron% thinking of anyone
who claimed to have dedicated everything
to God and then did not “do a smnge thin
for his father or his mother.” (Mark 7:9-1



The apostle Paul alsp showed the seriqus re-
sponsibility, of providing for those who are
one’s own _|nc|ud|n%parents and grandpar-
ents.—1 Timothy 5:3-8.

Does this mean that when urgent needs
arise, those in special service ought to leave
their assignments in order to become care-
givers? Many factors have a bearing on the
answer. The decision is a persqnal one. (Ga-
latians €:5) Not a few have felt that, much
as they loved their assignment, it would be
wise 0 be with their parents to give them
needed help. Why? The need may have been
critical, there may have been ng other fam-
ily member who could help, or the local con-
gregation mag{ not have been able to dowhat
Wwas needed. Some have been able to pioneer
while giving such help. Others have again
been able 0 take up special full-time ‘ser-
vice after the family situation was cared for.
However, In many tases, It has been possi-
ble to handle the situation in other ways.

Shouldering Their Responsibility

. When pressing needs have arisen, some
in special full-time service have heen able to
give attention to those needs without leav-
ing their assignments. Consider just a few
out of many examples.

One couple serving at the world head-

uarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses entered
Bethel service in 1978, after already hav-
ing shared in_circuit and district work, The
brother’s assqnment involves a heavy load
of responsibility in the theocratic organiza-
tion. But his parents have also needed help.
This Bethel couple have made three or four
visits each year—some 2,200 miles round
trip—to carg for the parents, TheY person-
ally built a home to_fill the parents’ negds,
Thiere have heen trlr[])S to care for medical
emergencies. They have used virtually all
their'vacation timé for some 20 years to"care
for this responsibility. They love and hon-

or the parents, but they also treasure their
privileges of sacred service.

Another brother had been in the trav-
eling work for 36 years when confront-
ed with what_he déscribes as one of the
most challenging situations in his life. His
85-year-old mother-in-law, a faithful ser-
vanit of Jehovah, needed to live with some-
one who could help her. At the time, most
of her children felt that it would not be
convenient to have her live with them. One
of the relatives told the travelln? Overseer
that_he and his wife_ought to Teave that
service and, in behalf of the family, take
care of the mother. But the couple did not
give up their precious service, nor did they
Slight the needs of the mother. For the next
nine years, she was with them mast of the
time.” At fist they lived in a mohile home,
then invarious apartments provided by the
circuits. For extended Pe_rlods, the broth-
er, who was then a district overseer, kept
traveling to care for his assignments while
his wife. stayed with her mother to pro-
vide loving full-time care. Each week af-
ter meetings on SundaY, the hushand magde
long trips ack to help, them. Many who
were aware of the situation expressed deep
appreciation for what this couBIe were do-
Ing. In time, other family members also felt
moved to provide some nelp. Thousands of
Jehovah’s people continue to_ benefit from
the service of that self-sacrificing. couple
because they_ held on to their privilege of
special full-time service.

With Family Cooperation

When various family members appreciate
the value of special full-time service, they
may cooperate sothat at least some of them
cari share in It, _ _

Such a spirit of family cooperation has
been helpful to a Canadian couple who serve
as missionaries in West Africa. They did not
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wait until an_emergen(:}/\ arose, S|mply hoep-
ing that nothln([; would nappen. Before th ?/
went to the Watchtower Bible School of Gil-
ead, in CPreparanon for foreign service, the
hushana discussed with his younger brother
the care of their mother in the event she be-
came ill or disgbled. Showing love for their
mother as well as appreciation for the val-
ue of missionary work, the you_nger brother

said: “I have a“family and children now. |
can’t go very far and do the things 3((|)Iu ggpe

So if anything happens to Mo,
for her.”

A couple serving in. South America re-
ceived much_ cooperation from the wife’s
family in caring for her agm% mother. One
of her sisters and the sister’s husband cared
for the mother until that sister was strick-
en with a fatal illness, Then what? To allay
any concern, the brother-in-law wrote: “As
Io_n? as | and the children are alive, you
will'never have to leave your missionary Ser-
vice.” Further family Relp came when an-
other sister and her husband gave up their
home and moved to where the mother lived
In order to care for her, and they did so un-
til her death. What a fine spirit’of coopera-
tion! All of them were helping to support
the missionary service.

Parents Who Give Freely to Jehovah
.Outstanding appreciation for sacred ser-
vice Is often shown by parents. Among the
most valuable of their possessions With
which ther could honor_Jehovah are their
own children, $Proverb_s 3:9% Many Christian
Parents encourage their childrento get into
he full-time service. And some of them feel
like Hannah, who gave her son Samuel to Je-
hovah for his service “to time Indefinite,
that is, for “all the days that he does hap-

pen to be."—1 Samuel"1:22, 28, _
One such parent wrote to her daughter in
Africa; “We thank Jehovah for the wonder-
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Lul pgvtjle%e that you rgive. We couldn't have
oped_for better.” And on another occasion
she said: “|t Is true that we must make the
sarifice of bequ separated, but what a joy
ItIS to see how Jehovah cares for you!”
After reviewing the various Situations
that had arisen in prow,dmg needed care for
his elderly parents, a missionary in Ecuador
wrote: “I'think that the greatest assistance
that m}é wife and | may have received was
my father’s prayers. After his death, my
mother told us: A day never passed without
gour father’s praying. to Jehovah to allow
oth of You to remain’In your assignment,™
An elderly couple in California, U.S.A.,
were pleased to have one of their sons in
full-time service. That son éx,nd his wife were
In Spain when the mother died. Other mem-
bers, of the family felt that arrangements
needed to be made to care for the father.
Becaus_e,theY were busy with secular work
and raising their children, they did not feel
that they Could take on that responsipility.
Instead, they,stronﬂly_ urged the couple who
were in special full-time service to return
home and care for the father. However, the
father, though 79 years of age, still enjoyed
good health,” and he also had clear spirity-
['vision. At a family meeting, after vari-
ous ones had expressed themselves, the fa-
ther stood up and said f|rml¥_: | want them
to return to Spain and continue working.”
They did, but they also helped him in tdn-
ﬁ%ble_way_s. Their'cyrrent assignment is in
e cjrcuit work in ,?paln. Sincé that fﬁmn
meeting, other family members have show
ag})r_euatmn for what the couple In fore|9n
SErvice are dom?. Atter a number of years,
one of the other sons took the father into
his home to care for him until

he died,

In Pennsylvania, US.A., an anointed
brother who had pioneered for about 40
years was qver 90 years of age when his wife
got seriously 1ll and died. He had a son and



three daughters, besides numerous spiritu-
al children. One of his daughters had been
In full-time service for over 40 years, hav-
ing served with her husband as’a mission-
ary, in the traveling work, and at Bethel,
She helped to make arrangements so that
suitable care would be givén to her father.
The local brothers also helped in taking him
to meetings at the Kingdom Hall, Latér, af-
ter her husband had died, she asked her fa-
ther if he wanted her to leave Bethel to.care
for him, He highly esteems sacred thm?s,
and he felt that'his needs could be cared for
in other ways. So he replied: “That would he
the worst thin You could do, and it would
even be worse if 1 let you do it.”

Supportive Congregations

Some congregations have been ver¥ help-
ful'in caring for the aging parents ot those
in special full-time service. They especial-
ly appreciate those who have devoted many
Y_ears to such service, While they cannat ré-
leve them of their Scriptural responsibili-
ties, these congregations do much to make
the ‘load light "engugh so that it may not
be necessary for the children to leave their
special a53|?nments. o

A couple from Germany had been in their
foreign assn[mr_nent_ for about 17 years,
much” of that time in the traveling work,
when the needs of his elderly mother esca-
|ated. Each year they used thieir vacation to
help her. Witness nieighbors also provided
loving assistance. Then when the couple in
full-time service were with his mother dur-
mg a critical period, the elders of the local
congregation arranged to meet with them.
They viere well aware of what the couple
were reqularly doing for the mother, They
also appreciated the Valye of the special sef-
vice In which that couple were sharing. So

the elders outlined a proposed _progvam of

care for the mother and then said: “You are

not able to care for her more than what you
are doing; we will help you so that you can
remain In your assignment in Spain.” For
the past seven years, these elders have con-
tinued to do so: _

. Similarly, a brother who has been serving
in Senegal since 1967 received much lov-
ing suRport from the congregation where
his father was |ocated. Whén & crisis arose
the husband, with the willing cooperation of
his loving wife, traveled alorie to the United
States to™help his parents. He found it nec-
essary.to remain there for several months.
The Situation was difficult, but when he
had done what he could, the congregation
stepped in and helped so that he could con-
tinue his missionary service. Over a period
of some 18 years, the congregation provid-
ed loving help in countleSs ways, first for
the fathér (even though he no Ionger recog-
nized many of them) and then for the mot
er. Did that free the son of responsibility?
No; he often traveled from Senegal and used
his vacation to provide all the help he could.
But many in that con%regatlon had the plea-
sure of knowing that they were having.a
share In keeping a hardworking couple”in
special full-time™service in Senegal,

Jesus said that those who left all for the
sake of the good news would come to have
brothers, sisters, mothers, and_children a
hundredfold. (Mark 10:29, 30) That is cer-
tamIY true among Jehovah’s servants. A
couple now serving in Benin, West Afri-
ca, experienced this in a special way when
two Witnesses in their parents congre%a-
tion told them not to worry about the par-
ents. They added: “Your parents are our
parents t0o.”

Yes, there are many ways that we can
show that we highly esteem privileges of sa-
cred service, Are there ways in which you
might do this even more fully?
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

According to Matthew 17:20, the apostles
were unable to cure an afflicted boy
‘because of their little faith/ At Mark 9:
29, however, their inability is linked to a
need for prayer. Why are different reasons
given in different Gospel accounts?

Actually, the two accounts are supplemental,
not in conflict. First, look at Matthew 17:14-20. A
man reported that his son was an epileptic and
that Jesus' disciples could not cure the lad. Jesus
then cured the boy by expelling a demon who was
afflicting him. The disciples asked why they could
not expel the demon. According to Matthew's ac-
count, Jesus replied: "Because of your little faith.
For truly | say to you, If you have faith the size of
a mustard grain, you will say to this mountain,
‘Transfer from here to there," and it will transfer,
and nothing will be impossible for you."

Now turn to Mark 9:14-29, where we find more
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details. For example, Mark 9:17 supplies the de-
tail that in this case the epileptic-type seizures
were caused by an evil spirit. It is worth noting that
the Bible says elsewhere that Jesus cured epilep-
tic and demonized people. (Matthew 4:24) In this
unique situation, the seizures were caused by a
"speechless and deaf spirit,” that is, a wicked
spirit, which physician Luke confirms. (Luke 9:39;
Colossians 4:14) Note at Mark 9:18 the phrase,
"Wherever it [the demon] seizes him." So the boy
was not continuously harassed by the demon, only
occasionally. Still, the disciples could not expel
the demon and thus cure the lad. When they asked
why, Jesus replied: "This kind cannot get out by
anything except by prayer."

A careful reading of Mark's account, though,
shows that there is no conflict with what Matthew
recorded. At Mark 9:19, we read that Jesus be-
moaned the faithlessness of that generation. And
in verse 23, it is recorded that he told the boy's
father: "All things can be to one if one has faith."
So Mark too stresses the importance of faith. It is
just that in verse 29, Mark provides an addition-
al detail. Mark adds what Jesus said about prayer,
which neither Matthew nor Luke included.

What, then, can we say? On other occasions
both the 12 apostles and the 70 disciples cast out
wicked spirits. (Mark 3:15; 6:13; Luke 10:17)
But in this instance the disciples could not expel
the demon. Why? If we combine the details men-
tioned in the various accounts, we must conclude
that they were not prepared to do so in this case.
Perhaps part of the problem was the sort of de-
mon involved, since it seems that demons may
have differing personalities, interests, and even
abilities. With this one, particularly strong faith
and fervent prayer for God's help were needed.
Of course, Jesus had such faith. He also had the
backing of the Hearer of prayer, his Father. (Psalm
65:2) Not only could Jesus heal the afflicted boy
by casting out the demon but he did so.
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any blame God for their troubles. A Bi-

ble proverb states: "A man's own folly
wrecks his life, and then he bears a grudge
against the Lord." (Proverbs 19:3, The New
English Bible) Yet, holding God responsible for
man's woes is like blaming a car manufacturer
for the prevalence of drunk-driving accidents.

God has given mankind valuable guidance
in his Word, the Bible. By studying this divine
library and living by the laws and principles it
sets forth, we can avoid many of life's pitfalls.
In contrast, acting contrary to God's guidance
is disastrous. For example, those who overeat,
smoke, overdrink, or commit immorality often
suffer tragic health consequences. (Luke 21:
34; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Corinthians 7:1)
The Christian apostle Paul wrote: "Whatever

wmm*

a man is sowing, this he will also reap; be-
cause he who is sowing with a view to his flesh
will reap corruption from his flesh, but he
who is sowing with a view to the spirit will
reap everlasting life from the spirit."— Gala-
tians 6:7, 8.

How much better it is to live by God's laws
and principles! If we do so, we will experience
the reality of God's promise spoken through
the prophet Isaiah: "I, Jehovah, am your God,
the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the
One causing you to tread in the way in which
you should walk. O if only you would actual-
ly pay attention to my commandments! Then
your peace would become just like a river, and
your righteousness like the waves of the sea."
— Isaiah 48:17, 18.



