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N THE mid-19th century, it was virtually un-
heard of for a resident of Prussia (now north-
ern Germany) to sayf that he belonged to ng
Parncular_re Igion. In_ fact, simply”converting
rom amainstream religion to a nopconformist
church could make him su hect to Pollce sur-
veillance. How times have changed!
Today, a record number of Germans are
reslgnln? from the churches. Repo_rtedls{,
1 in"4 claims to belong to no_religion &
all. A similar trend 1§ seen in Austria
and Switzerland, 1f membership is the
lifeblood of a religion, then, as German
writer Reimer Gronemeyer put It, “Eu-
rope’s churches are bleeding to death.”

Why They Reject Religion

Why domany reject organized.religion? Often,
for firfancial reasons, espe(;laIIX in [dnds where members
are required to pay a church tax. Many ask, ‘Why should
my hard-earned money go to the chufch?’ Some are put
off by the church’s enormous wealth and power. They like-
ly agree with Cardinal Joachim Meisner of Cologne, Ger-
many, who said that the church’s wealth may hve led it
to give too.much attentjon to material things and “not to
take faith in Christ seriously enough.” o

A number are leaving their church because they find it
dry, unmterestm?, undble to satisfy their spiritual hun-
ér. They suffer from the famine foretold bY the prophet

mos, “4 famine, not for bread, and a thirst, not for wa-
ter, but for hearing the words of Jehgvah.” (Amos 8;11)
Because they receive little sustenance from their religion,
they give up on it. o

. While the problems encountered are genuing, Is it the
right response to give up on all_religion? Imagine a hun-
Hry man who sees what logks like d loaf of bread. When
etries to eat it, however, he finds that it is made of saw-
dust, Would he give up on the idea of eating and satisfy-
Ing his_ hunger? No, he would look for some real food. Sim-
ilarly, if a réligion does not satisfy the spiritual hunger of
Its members, Should they give UR on religion? Or would
they be wiser to look for & way to have their spirjtual hun-
ger satisfied? That is what many have done, as the follow-
ing article shows.

Why Are
They
Leaving
Religion?
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Why Some

Are Changing

Their Religion

Formany, religion is nomore than a label.
It might indicate where aperson occasionally
goes on Sunday, where he gets married, and

where he will be buried. But it does not say
what kind of person he is or what he knows

The Bible helps us to come
to know and love God

and believes. Forexample, one survey revealed
that 50 percent ofprofessed Christians did
not know who delivered the Sermon on the
Mount. Why, even the famous Indian leacer
Mohandas Gandhi, a Hindu, knew that!

S IT surPnsmg that Eeoln]le driff awz%/
from re |%|on When of the
know so I1ttle about their fait ’)No It 1S

not. However, it |s also notmevna e Those

W 0 have acce ted ’g)to earn a hout the

Bib eare often astonished of|n how much
htbene Its them. The Bible |tse s%s “, Je-
a our ? the One teacning you

t0 benefit yourself, the One causm ou 0}

tread n the way in which you shoul ivalk.”

—Isaiah 48:17.

What should those W|th an unsatlsfled
ﬁB'B'ﬁ“saeth” erdI Rathe tne 3 ? Pwe
Vi
to the B |qe and see whatyGodnlmseIf
makes available to them.
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tAnswers to [f)lfflcuBIt Questlorns

seven ears of age, Bernd watche
othe[] }‘/ frno ghgthe rest of nis c?nd
00d ewondere ‘Where 1S my mother?
X have_to owu without her?’
As teena er Ber Was nactwec hurch
oncherne abo t the suf erlnP of
e, A e e
Id worker. Sti r us
tions to which his cehu ntnad no sat%f cto-

ry answers.

Then Bern spoke% %sch 0lmate who
hp%ne to e one of ] Hness
IS youth showed Bern rom the Bl

SorHe of the names in this article have heen
cha



ble that his mother was unconscious, asleep
in death. Bernd learned of many Bible
verses that explain this, such as Eccle-
siastes 9:5: “As for the dead, they are con-
scious of nothing at all.”
So Bernd had no reason
fo worry about whether
his mother was suffering
In some Kind of purgatory
—or worse, Although the
doctrine of the immortal
soul s taught in most re-
I| lons, Bernd saw In the
Ible that a human soul Is
jUSt a person. When the
person dies, the. soul dies.
‘The soul that i s sinning
—it itself will die."—Ezekiel 18:4,

Bernd also learned of the wonderful pros-
ect for the dead. He read for himself in the
Ible book of Acts: “There is going to be a

resurrection of both the rightégus and the
U””|9| htedus,” (Acts 24:
ow thrilled he was
to f|nd out that this res-
urrection will take place
here on earth, which God
will restore_to a paradise!
—Psalm 37 29; Revela-
tion 21:3, 4

Soon Bemd’s splntual

needs were satisied
genume Bible knowled e
ern did not give up on
religion. Rather, he left
the church that could not
atls |s hunger and
d a form of warsnip
SO|I ly based onthe B|b|e
He says: “That was 14g/ears ago and I'h ave
never re?rettedt e step. Now [ know that
the Creator does not cause suffenng Satan
I the god of this system, and he is fo blame
for the’ conditions Surrounding us. But God

will shortly correct all the harm that has
been done by Satan’s world., My mother too
will return in the resurrection. What a joy
that will be!”

Inmdentallg Bernd has reached his goal
of working abroad to help others. He works
in a foreign country helping others to learn
about God’s Kingdom, the reaI solution
to their mlse L|ke Bernd, millions have
learned that God will soon put an end to hu-
man suffennlg They are thrilled to find that
there |sareN([non hat sat|sf|es their spiri-
tual need tthew 5

What Is the Pur ose of Life?

As the Western world becomes more and
more seculanzed many ask,. What is the
purpose of Iife?” The answer is to be found
|n he Bible, as Michael discovered. In the

970s h/hchae wanted to join a terror
s group. He had only one ain in life—to
target those people whom he viewed as re-
sponsible for the injustices of the capital-
ISt system “I never left home without my
? he says. “My plan was to kill as many
0 Pohtmans and calmtahsts as possible.

would have given my [ife for the cause.

Michael Was a churchgoer, but no one in
his church could explain the real purpose
of life. So when Jehovah’s Witnesses called
at his home .and showed him the Bible’s
answers to his (ﬂuestlons Michael listened
carefully. He started to attend meetm%s for
worshi \kl at the local Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
van’s Witnesses.

Michael’s friends were curious about his
newfound interest in the Bible. “Come to
the meeting this Sunday,” l\/hchael ur?ed
them. “Stay for a while.”If you do not fike
what you héar, then go home.” Sure enough
after ‘a_45-minute Bible-based talk, most
of his friends left the hall. But one—Su-
san—remained. This young woman was fas-
cinated by what she hiad héard. Michael and
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Susan later married and were baptized as
Jengvan’s Witnesses. *Now | know why we
are here on earth,” Michael says. “We were
created by Jehovah, Our real plrpose in ife
IS to_get t0 know him and do his will. That
IS what brm%s true satisfaction!”

Millions share Michael’s conviction. The
take to neart the Bible’s words: “The conclu-
sion of the matter, everything having been
heard, is; Fear the trug” God and keep his
commangdments. For this is the whole obli-
gation of man."—Ecclesiastes 12:13.

Coping With Life’s Problems

We all exBerlence the fulfillment of the
prophecy found at 2 Timothy 3:1: “In the
ast days critical times hard to deal with
will be'here.” No one can escape the prob-
ems of these cntmgl times.” But the Bible

nelps us to cope with tnem. _
onsider Steven and Olive, @ married cou-
nle. When they began studying the Bi-
nle with Jehovah’s Witnesses; they, like so
many others, had marital proplems. *We
were drifting apart,” explains Steven, “We
had different goals and interests.” What
helped them stdy together? “Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses showed Us how we could apply Bi-
ble prmmFIes inour lives,” Steven contin-
ues. “For the first time, we learned wha it
means to be unselfish and caring. Aglpl Ing
Bible principles cemented us together. Now

Wwe enjoy a happy, stable marriage.”

AA Cellose tRelat|ontsr(13|pI |W|th”68é1
ceording to a rece up poll, 96 per-
cent 0? Amgrlcans bel?evealln 80% and rﬁost
of these rﬁ)ray 0 h’]m. Yet, a separate poll
showed thatchyrch and s,yna%ogﬁje atten-
dance 1s now at I1ts lowest ih a'half century.
Some 5% Bercent of Amenc%ns say that |h P/
0 to church once a month or less. Cleaf-
, religion has not drawn them, closer to
0. And this problem 1s not limited to the
United States.
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“Linda qrew up in Bavaria. She was a prac-
ticing Catholic and prayed reqularly. At the
same time, she was afraid of the future.
She knew nothing about God’s purpose for
man. When she was just 14 years old, Linda
met Jehovah’s Witnesses, and she reports:
“What they said was interesting, so | ac-
cepted two Bible study aids and Tead them
immediately.” Two yedrs later, Linda began
to study the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnéss-
es. “Everything | learned about God from
the Bible’madé sense,” she says, Linda re-
signed from her church and was baptized as
a Witness of Jehovah at age 18, _
.What moved Linda to change her reli-
?mn? She explains: “My church helped me
0 see that there is a God, and | learned to
believe in him. But he was impersonal and
remote. My study of the Bible not only con-
firmed my belief in God but also helped me
to come f0 know and love him, 1 now have
a Precious Ferso_nal relatlonshlf) with God,
something that is more valuable than any-
thing elsé.”

True Religion Is Worthwhile!
Does your religion give you spiritual quid-
ance and show_¥ou how the Bible can helﬁ
You cope with lite’s problems? Dogs it teac)
he Bible’s hope for the future? Does it
bring P]/ou to a close, personal relationship
with"the Creator, based on accurate Bible
knowledge? If not, do not give up. Rather
than abandon re_hg;on search for the form
of worship that is firmly based on the Bible.
Thenyou will be like those prophesied about
In the Bible book of Isaiah: “This is what the
Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said: ‘Look! My
own servants will eat. .. My own_ servants
will drink . .. My own servants wil] rejoice
... My own servants will cry out %oyfully be-
cause. of the good condition of the heart.
—Isaiah 65:13, 14



David learned from his
sin with Bath-sheba

LEARNING FROM PAST MISTAKES

OUR Creator's moral laws are eternal and unchangeable. For this reason the princi-
ple found at Galatians 6:7 applies today: "Whatever a man is sowing, this he will
also reap." True, an individual may deny accountability to God, but the divine rule re-
mains constant. Ultimately, no human is exempt from the consequences of his actions.

What of a person who lives a wayward life and then changes, becoming a servant
of God? He may still have to live with the consequences of his previous life-style. This
does not mean, however, that God has not forgiven him. King David's adulterous re-
lationship with Bath-sheba brought much calamity into his life. He could not escape
this. But he did repent, and he did receive God's forgiveness.— 2 Samuel 12:13-19;
13:1-31.

Have you ever felt disheartened when you suffer the consequences of mistakes you
have made? If viewed in the right way, feeling regret can serve as a reminder to us
to 'be on our guard that we do not turn to what is hurtful." (Job 36:21) Yes, feeling
regret can help us to avoid repeating a wrong. Better yet, David used the experience
gained from the sin he committed to benefit not only himself but others too. He said:
"I will teach transgressors your ways, that sinners themselves may turn right back to
you."— Psalm 51:13.

THEWATCHTOAER- ALY 1,1998 7



HOW STRONG IS
YOUR BELIEF IN THE
RESURRECTION?

‘I am the resurrection and the life. He that exercisesfaith in me,
even though he dies, will come to life. "<JOHN 11:25.

rection’ It fortify you agalnst ized ang somewhat cynical about religion,
the fear of d |n and comfort you, many still feel that there must be somet In(TJ
when you los oved ones In death? (s death. But there is much they are no
thew. 10:28: 1 Thessalonians 4:13) Are ogrtain about.
er any of God’s seLvants of old, who €n- " 4An article in Time maqazme observed:
ure SC urgmgs MOCKETY, torture and pris- - “People still believe in [anaterllfe It’s jUSt
on honds, stren { enedb be lef in the'res-  that th?lr QonceRt of exa‘“g( what it is has
urrection?—HeBrews 1 ?rown oggier, and they hedr about it much
2 Yes, a sincere worshlper of Jehovah fess frequently from the|r astors ”W¥
should have no doubts at all that there will  religious ministers speak essa out an a ter-
be a resurrection, and his confidence should ||feqhan they used 07 Religious schol ar Jef-
affect the way e ives his ife. It is wonder-  frey Burton”Russell says: *I think [clerics
ful to reflect’on the fact that in God’s due  want to stay off the subject because tfie ey feg
time, the sea, death, and Hades will glve Up they're going to have 1 climb a wall pop-
MLl Ve
paradise earttg) Fgevelatlon 2(9 132045 4 ﬁelgvg]nagx CEW.%*}?hethe aEten“fge'ch)l,lﬂggﬁ

‘ \OWstron |s¥ourhope|nthe resur-  Christendom, people have become secular-

Doubts About a Future Life are reluctant to speak about heaven, theY
are even more reluctant fo speak about hel
3. Christendom has long taugnt that there 6y, TeusEaDer sticle a0 These days even

|sIfe fter death, An article’in the magazine
8 ?csal OW”LVOUQBthg q |cr§] ‘é“ﬂeima?h i |a ownt ¢ Concep t”
rlstlans havetrleg to make the best o p d rﬁ) R’ |
A A & er| softh|s o Ingleed; most mo er theo oglans no onger
rE Prwar 0t anothe e one of eace believe in el as a literal Phecel\/l (IJg dtlorment

the way It was taught in e Ages
%QSSCOEE,%WW]%”JghOfmf“a r']ur,ﬂ%gtr %Hanggp(;f Ratherythe favor 2more “Numane” versior

of hell. According to many modernists, sin-

L 3 Wihy dogs a worshiger of Jehovah need  ners in hell are ot iterally tortured, but
con denc |nt e_resurrection Oﬁ

eﬁ belief do many still have about life 5. How do many today view the hellfire doc-
afer deat tring?

n eéernal unishment
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they suffer because of their “spiritual sepa-
ration from God.”

GSoftemng church doctrine so as not to of-
fend mo ern sensrbrlrtres may help, some to
avoid olp arrtg/ but |t leaves millions of
srncere hurchgoérs wondering what to be-
lieve. Hence, when face-to-fack with death,
these often find that their faith is lacking.
Therr attrtude |s like that of the woman who
ostsev ral amr mem ers in a fragic accl-
dent. When asked'whether her relrgrous aith
had brought her comfart, she rep]ied hesjtat-
ingly, “I suppose s0.” But even If she had re-
ﬁlred confidently that her religious faith had
elped her, of what long-term profit would
it e if her beliefs weré not well-founded?
This is an |mportant consjderation because,
in truth, what most churches teach ﬁbou%a
future life is very different from what t
Bible teaches.

Christendom ’
G e

7Despite their drfferences almost all de-
nominations of Christendom’ adree that hu-
mans have an immortal soul that survives the
death of the hody. Most believe that when a
person dies, his soul ma ooto heaven. Some
ear that their soul might go to a fiery hell
or to purgatory. But the"idea of an immortal
soul i5 central to their view of a future ||fe

Theologian Oscar Cullmann, in an e%paﬁr
lished i the book Immartality an “esur
rection, commented on this. Hewrote If we
were o ask an ordinary Christian_today. .
what he conceives to be the New Testament
teaching, concermng the fate of man after
death, wrth few exc [p lons we shoul dgett 4
answer: The immorta |t¥o the sou
mann added, however: “This widely accepted

6. How do so]me find thaé therr faith |§) inade-
g)uatew en they are faced with traged
be ief dg most chprc es have in
on? th one }heo o7qran describe
the doctri e of the immortal soul’

idea is one of the greatest misunderstand-
Ings of Christianity.” Cullmann remarked
that when he first said this, he caused a fu-
ror. Yet, he was correct.
8Jehovah God did not create humans to go
to heaven after they died. It was not his orig-
|na urpose that tfie shoulddre atall. Adam
Ve were created perfect and were given

t e opportunity to fill the earth with Tigh-
teous otfsprrn? (Genesis 1:28; Deuteronomy
324 Our Irs parents were to that the
wou dre onI | theg isobeyed God (Gene-
SIS 2 F\_( remarned obedient to
therr heavenly ather they would have kept
on |iving on €arth forever.

9Sadl though, Adam and Eve failed to
obey God (G enesrs 3:6, 7) The tragic conse-
quences are described b}/ the apostle Paul:
“Th rouq one man sin entered into the World
and death through sin, and thus death sprea
t0 all men because they had all sinned.” (Ro-
mans 5:12) Instead of Irvrnr‘; forever on earth
Adam and Eve died. Wha hﬁpened then?
Did they have immortal souls that could now
be consigned to a fiery hell because ot their
sin? On the contrary, the Bib esayst at ear-
lier, when he was created Adam “came to be
aliving soul.” (Genesis 2:7) Man was.not giv-
en a soul; he became a soul, aIrvrn%r er-
son. (L Corrnthrans 15:45) Why, not only 'was
Adam “aliving soul” but, as shown in thie He-
brew Ian?uage in which Genesrs was wrrt
ten, the Tower animals were “fivin sous
tool (Genesis 1:24) When Adam ang Ve died,
they became dead souls, Eventually, it hap
peried tot em just as Jehovah h ad sar
@dam nt e siveat of ly p\rface H Il eat
read until you return 0 the groun rout
of it you wefe taken. For dust'yoy are and to
dust you will return.”—Genesis 3:19.

8. Wha(tj hope drd Jehovah put before the first

man and woman?

(V&What is the truth about %he human sou|7
hat happens to the sou en |t les?

THEWATCHTOANER- ALY 1, 198 9



Wh

en they sinned,

our first parents lost the

hop

In substance, the New Catholic Enc

I edlaagireeswnhtms Iniits article “Soul
e Bible),” it says: Ter? 1S 10 d|t(:hoto

y diyision Into two parts] of body and soul
imthe OT [*Old Testament,” or Hebrew Scrip-
tures].” It adds that in the Bible, the word

“soul” “never means soul as dlshnct from
the body or the individual person.” Indeed,

10, ..11. What does heN Catholic Encyclo-
Eedla a(Jh abo eB| e teaching of the
oul g this compare Ith
whatt e B esays

e of everlasting
life on earth

soul often “means the individual being \
Itself wnether of animals or men.” Such
candor Is refreshmg but one can only won-
der Whychurch?oer in general have not been
made dware of these facts

1L How much concern and fear churchgoers
would have been spared_If they had known
the simple Bible truth; “The sotl that is sin-
ning—it jtself will die,” not suffer in hel|-
fire! {Ezeklel 18:4) While this 1s very dif-
ferent from what Christendom teaches, it /
IS entirely c?nswtent with what the I
wise man’ Solomon said under in- m
spiration: “The Ilvmg are con-

scious that they will die; but as

for the dead, they are conscious

of nothing at all neither do they

anymore fave wages [in this life], because the

remembrance of them has been forgotten.
yA |l that your hand finds to do, do with your

Wower or there is no wark nor de
nowle

fSin
ge nor wisdom In Sheo(i Lmang
mdscomm ngrave] the |ace to which you
are (\;Nlng "—EcClesiastes 9:5, 10,
hy does Christendom teach somethlng
TS\? |fferent from whelt the Bible says? Th
ew Catholic nccoped|a In 1ts article
Soul, Human, Tmmortality Of,” says that

12. From where did Chnstendom get its
teaching about the immortal soul?



early Church Fathers found support for be-
lief In an immortal soul, not in the Bible, but
in “the poets_and philosophers and general
tradition of Greek thought . . . Lafer, the
scholastics preferred fo make use of Plato
or principles from Aristotle.” |t states that
“the influence of. Plafonic_and eoplatonro
thought™—including belief in the immorta
soul—gventually was [nserted “into the very
core of Christian theology.”

BShould rofessed Christians have turned
to pa an G ek philosophers to learn about
some g as basic as the hope of life af-
ter death? Of course not, When Paul wrote
to. Christians living in Corinth, Greece, he
sajd: “The wisdom of this world Is foolishness
with God; for it is writfen: ‘He catches the
wise in their own cunning.' And again: ‘Je-
hovah knows that the reasonings of the wise
men are futile."” (1 Corinthians 3,19, 20) The
ancient Greeks were idol Worshrpers How
then, could they be a source of truth? Paul
asked the Corinthians: What agreement
does G t mple have with idols? For we are
atem eo vrn God: ust as God said: T
shall resr e among them and walk amonﬁ
them andI shall be their God, and they wi
emFg people."—2 Corinthians 6:1,

evelatron of sacred truths Was |n|t|a||y
grvent rough the nation of Israel. (Romaris

1, 2) After 33 CE., it was given through
the first-century anointed, Christian congre-
?atron Pall, s‘oeakrng of first-century Chris-

lans, said: “It is t0 us God has revealed

|n%s prepared for those who love him
hrou |s spirit.” (1 Carinthians 2:10; se
also Revelation 1:1, 7) Christendom’s. doc-
trine of the_immortality of the soul is de-
rived from Greek philosophy. |t was not re-
vealed throygh God’s revefations to Jsrael
or through the first-century congregation of
anointed"Christians.

3, 14. Why s it 1o ope fob
tlghtened B? Eaba%n(r;eﬂese ”%%l os%pt? e Jo be en-

The Real Hope for the Dead

1?I therfe IS ormmortal soul. what i |s
rea hog ort e deaq? Brs of course, t
resurre tron acentra le doctrine an a
truIY wonderful divine gromrse Jesus he
out he resurrectron hoo when he sajd to hrs
nen Martha: “ he res rrection and
te |e He thate rorses alt N e even

u1g dres w come to life.” (John 11:
%1 0 helieve in Jesys means to b Irevrf I
thé resurrection, not in an |mmorta sou
]6Jesus nad earlier slr[r]oken of the resurrec-
tionwhen he said to some Jews: “Donot mar-
vel at this because the hour. | |s comin |
hrc all those mtememor tomhs
eﬁrhrsvorc?]an ome. out. d%%

at Jesus here escrrbes IS er ITfi

%n Ammorta soul syryivin

o te oing straight to eaven trs
afuture comrn out ofpeooew 0 have begn

|n the grave mn tor cen unes or even for
tousa It is dead souls comrng
back to life. | ossrble Not to the God “wh

makes the dea alive and calls the things that
are not as thou hthey were. Romar]s417
etrcs(n?a mocka |dea f eo e com-
? rom the but It onrzeg
tectywrth the factt at “God Is Iove an
at eh e rewarder of t oBe earnestly
see]ﬂ\n |rnII HlJo n|4lg(|j-l rewsjlthG
er ow could God reward those
w o roveril to be “farth?u even tod ath” If
not rrnéqt em back to life? (Revela-
tr n210 Thg surrectron aIso maﬁ It os
slr Lor od to accomplish what t
e Jonn wrote about: “For thrs purp oset
ono God was made manr fest nameX
grea the works of t?Devr (‘ ohn
|n tg arde Eden Satan be-
came the murder roft e whole human race

t% ccgrdrng to Jesus, what is the real hope for
is it reasonable to believe in a resur-

lelc I\Rﬂaat WJ>|| God accomplish by means of the
resurrection’
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when he led our first nparents |nto
sin and death. (Genesis 3
John 8:44) Jesus ean to reak
PSatansworksw en he 8ave
nis prg‘t]fsec[t] ||Ee grs] I% cohres and
m%reir(lltned t(s)Iatt)vetelegsesdl nfr?gﬁut f-
In from Adam’s quldlsobedl
ence. (Romans 5:18) The resur-
rectwon of those who di d ecause
this Adamic smvfy ti
ther breaking up of the Devil’
works.

hen the a odstle Paulwasm thens he
rea ed the news {0 a crow tat In-
cluded some Greek |o%ophers They lis-
tened to nis q scuss on anout the one true
Godand |sca to reRenta (ﬁ] UtWﬁ
ene next Paul cocue |s eec -
Oth as set ada |nwh|c W os
e |nh bite@ earth In nd éeous-
amanw om he has ap 0|ne and
he has furnlshed a uarante}e to all men
In that he has resurrected him rom the
dead.” Those words caused a stir. “When the
heard of a resurrection ofthe dead some b -
ganto mock.” gActs 17:22-32) heologlan 5-
al Cullmann bserves: FortheGre ks who
helieved |n th %lmmorta |t¥ of the soul |t
may have eenq arder to acc pttheChnst|
preac Ing of t ereerrecttont an It was for
others...” The teac mgofthe reat ph|Ios-
Boher Socrates and PIito can i no way he
ought into_consonance [agreement] with
that of the New Testament;
OEven so, following the great apostasy af-
ter the death of the apostls, theologians la-

ow did some Gr ek tHIos phers react to
P&lu S (stahen)tent that esu een resurrect-

How Chnstendo theologians try .to
t]lar onize t(he te ching o eres rqrectlon tllntth
octrine ofte|m ort al sou
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Church scholars came to be
influenced by Plato's belief in
the immortality of the soul

v Musei Capitolini, Roma

bored to merge the Christian
teaching of th resurrection with
rf - Plato’s belief in the immortal
soul. In time, some agreed on a
Iy \ novel solution: At death, the soul
-8 separated (“liberated,” as some
put jt) from the body Then,_ac-
cordln% to Outlines of the Doc-
tring of the Res rrectlon by R. J. Cooke,
on Judgment Day “each body shall be again
united 1o Its own soul, and_each soul t0 its
own hody.” The future reuniting of the body
with its immortal soul is said to be the res-
urrection.

D This theory is still the official doctrine
of mainstream chiurches. While such a no-
tion may seem logical to a theolq |an most
churchgoers are unac uainted with it. They
simpl e|eve th at gwdl stralght
0 eaven when they die. For this reason
In the May 5, 1995, |ssue of Commonwea
writer John Garvey charged: “The belief of

20, 21. Who have consistent] ht the truth
ﬁ%g tﬂttetren resurrection, and h)o Hgs this bene-

Do You Remember?

O Why should we cultivate firm
confidence in the resurrection?

O What prospect did Jehovah place
before Adam and Eve?

O Why is it illogical to seek truth in
Greek philosophy?

O Why is the resurrection a reason-
able hope?



most Christians [on the matter of life after  such tea_chinrq to be edifying, satisfying, and
death] seems to De much closer to Neoplato-  comforting. fn the following articles, we will
nism than to _anYthln_g ;rulg Christian, and  seg iust how well-founded and how logical the
It has no biblical basis.” Indeed, by trading ~ Bibile’s teac_hmg of the resurrection’is, poth
the Bible for Plato, Christendom’s Cler y%x- for those with &n earthly hope and for those
tlnqmﬁhed the Biblical resurrection hope for  with the prospect of a resurrection to heav-
thelr flocks. _ enly life. As a pregaratlon for conwdermg
2 Onthe other hand, Jehovah’s Witnesses these articles, we recommend that you rea
reject pagan philosophy and adhere to the Bi-  carefully chapter 15 of the first letter to the
ble’s teaching of the résurrection. They find ~ Corinthians.

“The dead
WILL BE RAISED UP
. “For the trumpet willsound, and the dead will be raised up
incorruptible, and we shall be chI CORINTHIANS 15:52

AVE you ever lost someone close to  again?” Then, he ﬁave this reassurmﬂ an-
you in death? Then you know the  swer: “You will call, and | myself shafl an-
Raln that death can oring. Never-  swer you. For the. work of your hands you
theless, Christians take "comfort in WhHl fave a yearning.” (Job' 14:14, 15) The
promise that God gave b¥ means of wioed “yearning” denotes an earnest lohging
proPhet Hosea: “From the hand of Sheol 1 or desire. (Compare Psalm 84:2.) Yes, J&ho-
shall redeem them; from death I'shall recov-  vah keenly anticipates the resurrection—he
er them, Where are your stings, 0 Death?  yearns to"see once again departed faithful
Where is Xour destriictiveness, 0 Sheol?”  0Ones, who are alive Tn his memory.—Mat-
—|£Iose%h1 :%4. ¢ the dead returming to i thew 22:31, 32
e idea of the dead returning to life : :
m|gh’[y God surelv has the power to per- 3. Ancient men of fajth like Job had Onlya
form stch a mir clg! The real issue Is wheth- Partlal understanding of the resurrection,
er ehovah IS 3|5 03@8 to bring the dead t was Jesus hrist who shed full |Igh'[ on
back 1o ife. The_righteous man“Job as?<ed: this wonderful hope. He showed the key role

i hodi i ive  thathe himself plays when he said: “He that
It an able-booled” man des can he live exercises faith Fi)n ¥he Son has everlasting

tﬁr%'ué?? tmhga}ocﬁg%fﬁgggg? %]r?oms& d\évavae %/gn 3, 4. gag hat light di’%i Jesus shed on. thée res-
that God Is |sd)osed to bringing the dead back  urrection hope? &])Y]v y was Jesus raised as a
to life? spirit, not in"the Tlesn?
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life. ”;John 3:36) Where wil that life be en-
joyed? For the, Vast majority of those who
exercise faith, it will be onedrth, (Psalm 37
11) Howeyer, Jesus told his disciples: “Have
no fear, little flock, because your Father
has approved fgrvrn you the kingdom.”
Luke 12:32) God’s Kingdom is heavenlr
ence, this Rromrse means that a “litt
flock™ wauld have to be Wrth Jesus In heav-
for 144 ok crgatérres os ser:?r Jlespes
0u U
further r)evealed to t(h r?st?eptohn that
this “little flock” Would numberjust 144 -
000— eveIa tion 14:1.
4How thoug}h would the 144000 enter
heavenly glory? Jesus “shed light upon life
and mcorrup lon through the ‘good' news.’
By means of his blood, he inaugurated
a.new and living way” into the Reavens.
((12T|moth 1.10; Hebrews 10: 19203F|rst he
as e Bible foretold”he would g
jah 5 12) Then, as the apostle Peter [ater
proclarmed “this Jesus God resurrected.”
Acts 2:32) Jeslis was not raised as a human
hough. He had said: “The bread that | shall
give 1s mX flesh in behalf of the life of the
world.” (John 6:51) Taking his flesh back
would nullify that sacrrfrce So Jesus was
“put to death in the flesh . made alive
in.the spirit.” $ Peter31 esus thus “ob-
tained an eve Iastrn? delr erance for us,”
meaning the “little Tlock.” (Hebrews 9:12
He presgnted to God the valug of his perfec
human life as a ransom for sinful manking,
arnodmthhe 144,000 were the first to benefit
5Jesus would not be the only one re
urrecteé Lheaveny ||1L Y r]d fei
ow Ch rrstrans in Rore that they h d heen
anornted Wrth holy. sprrrt to be sons of God
a é int-heirs With Christ if they con-
Irméd their anointing by enduring to the

centu ry
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What ho as extended to Jesus’ first-
tolp \h)ersx.g/ X U

end. (Romans 8:16, 17) Paul also explained:
If we have become united with him in the
likeness of his death, we shall certainly also
be united with him' in the likeness of his
resurrection.”—Romans 6:5.

In Defense of the Resurrection Hope

6The resurrection is ?art of the “primar
doctrine” of Christianity. (Hebrews 6:1,
Nevertheless the doctrrne Was under attack
in Corinth. Some In the congregation, evi-
dently mfluenced by Greek philosophy, were
saying: “There isno resurrection “of the
dead,” (L Corinthians 15; 123 When reports
of this reached the apostle Paul, he came to
the defense of the resurrection hope, espe-
cially the hope of anojnted Christians. Let
us examine Paul’s words as recorded in 1 Co-
rinthians chapter 15. You will find it help-
ful to have read the chapter in its entirety,
as recommended in the preceding article.

7In the first two verses of 1 Corinthians
chapter 15, Paul sets the theme of his djs-
cussion: “I'make known to you, brothers, the
good news which | declared to you, which
You also received, in which you also stand,
hrough,which you are also being saved...
unless, in fact,"you became helievers to no
Pur ose.” I the Corinthians failed to stand
ast in the good news, they had accepted the
truth in vain. Paul contiriued: “| handed on
t you, among the first things, that which |
also received; that Christ died for our sins
accordrng o' the Scrrptures and that he
was burre yes, th at e has been raised up
th et Ird dag according to the Scriptures;
and that he Reared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. After that he appeared {0 quar of
five hundred brothers at one time, the most

id. belief.in the re rre ion come un-
8% ateastc(%nm Corinth, and 3 nhe apostle
VSa% On what ke issue did Paul focus? (b) Who
saw the resurrect Jesus?



of whom remain to the presens, but some
have fallen asleep in dedth. After that he
ap?eared to James, then to all the apostles;
but last of all he appeared also to me as
if to one born prematurely.”—1 Corinthi-
ans 15:3-8

Jairus' daughter became proof
that the resurrection was possible

9Christ also appeared to a larger group
“upward of five hundred brothers.” Since it
was only in Galilee that he had followers in

8 For those who had accepted the goodsuch lafge numbers yysatmﬁ){ahave been on

news, belief in the resurrection of Jesys was
not optional. There were many eyewitness-
es to confirm that “Christ died for our sins
and that he had been raised up, One was Ce-
Bhas, or Peter, as he is better known. After

eter’s denial of Jesus on the m%ht of Je-
sus’ betrayal and arrest, he must nave been
%_reat! comforted by Jesus’ appearing to

Im. “The twelve,” the apostles as a group,
were also visited by the resurrected "Jesus
—an experience that no doubt helped them
to overcome thejr fear and become bold wit-
nesses to Jesus’ resurrection.—John 20:19-
23, Acts 2:32.

8 9 {)b
tion? () Likely on what occasion did Jesus ap-
pear t “upwa?d ofvf/ive undred brothers™ P

a} How imé)ort%nt is belief in the_resurrec-

the occasion descri tthew 28:16-
20, when Jesus gave the command to make
disciples. What a powerful testimony these
Individuals could give! Some were still alive
In 55 C.E. when Paul composed this first let-
ter to the Corinthians. Note, though, that
those who had died were spoken of as hav-
mq “fallen asleep in death.” They had not
Vel been resurrected to receive their heav-
enly reward. o

Another outstanding witness to Jesus’
resurrection was James, the son of Joseph
and Jesus’ mother, Mary. Prior to the res-
urrection, James evidently had not been
1 s s el et

as if to one born prematurely™

to"Pau
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a be|| ver Snohn 7.5) But after I]esus arP
eare tohl James hecame a be |everad
erha spa ed aroemconvertm his other
rothers. (Acts 1
Ing with his dtsmples on the occasion when
he“ascended to heaven, Jesus commissioned
them to be W|tnesses" to the most dis-
Lant art of the earth. ActslGllI) Later,
e Peare to Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor
Chrjstians, (Acts 2:6-8) Jesus appeared
to Saul “ag If o one borp prematurély.” It
was as if Saul had alread
ed to spirit life and was able to see the %Iorl-
fied Lord centuries before that resurrection
was due to aceur. This experlence abruptly
halted S kn his course of murd erouso-
position tot e Christian con regatton a
caused ? remarkat% e change P( ﬁts 9:3-
19) Saul became the apostle Paul, one otthe

Without the hope of 1
a resurrection, the
martyrdom of faithful
Christians would be
meaningless

4) At his final meet-

been resurrect-

foremost defenders of the Christian faith.
—1 Corinthians 15:9, 10.

Faith in the Resurrection Essential
1 The resurrection of Jesus. was there-
fore a well- attested fact. “Now if Christ
1e [%p[]eache that he hag been raised
t the dead,” arg %Jes Paul, “how is
It some among you say’ there IS no resur-
rection of thegdga ?” XC rinthians 15: 12}
Not only were such gnes having persona
dou ts or uestlons about the resurrection
but th ely re openl yvommg disbelief in it.
S0 Pau exposes the fallacy of their reason-
Ing. He sa s that if Christ had not been
raised up, the Christian message was a lie,
and those who testified to Christ’s resurrec-
tion were “false witnesses of God.” If Christ

11 How did Paul expose the fallacy of sayin
There\%no resurrection™ Y ying



had not been raised, no ransom had been  ed foIIowers— those who belon? to the
% Fy shortIK
hCorm lans 15:13-19: Romans 3:23,

;S)aldt God: Christians were Yet in their Ch ist"—would have to wait unti
InS g at rJesus began his royal resence whic
24 Heprews 9:11- 145l t?w Christians who proph egy shows occurred. 1n 1914

In de
ﬁsma\?y ﬁrls ed without a enun]e tat of those w ?would be aI|ve urin
|n|

ewlt le st teChrlsn? would presence? Paul says: cﬁ) te
this Iife were @ ey could expect!  sacred secret: We shall not a faIIasIeep in
Their sufterings would be alf for nothlg |

al

eat
DThat was not the case, however men
continues: “Christ has been ralsed up from Iasé
he. dead.” What is more, he |s th first-
ruits of those who have f r}]
death.” (L Corinthians 15:20) When

Bipl
had “fa Ien%?g |n some Cases 6\/ hessalon|ans414 16: Revelation 11: 18§
e

h, but we shall all be changed In a mo
L mthetwmklmgo an eye, during the
Hum ef. ?r the trumpet will so%nd
e dead will be raised u mcorrupt
seeg In and we shall be changed glCormt lans 1
o1, 52) Clearly, not all anointed ones sIeep
raelltes tob%d|ently %ave Jeh%vah the flrst nthe rave awa|t|n a resurrection. Those
oval blessed %r?n de urm Chnsspresence are trans-

fruits of thejr uce, Je

them with alarﬁe ary s 22:29 —
Db, Mal BT
“the f”Stf”“t% paul, | ? t% a fur- do'who are beifig b Jotlze for tﬁe DUFPOSE
fher harvest of Individugis would b Taised — of feing dead ones? If the- dead are’ not
fom deat to heavenly life. “Since death 1 to be raised up at aII why are they also

throygh a man,” says Paul, “resurrection of
the dgad ; a?so thr%u h a man. Forjust as Sﬁéng Vl\)laytgree erog Stglen Blernog\?er?/f Oeu'mg

|nA a o e o also In the Christ 71 Corintifians 15:29, 30) Paul did ot mean
%Izl le(lgs e,ﬁ]“g(?e tqe re;ﬂr%&rl'grﬁh'%@gllf’ 2b1 t(hat I|vmg individuals v%/ere baptized in be-
|vm ; erfect huma eaparnso half of déad ones, as some B|ble transla-
el v o a3 e bt
191m13p2¥§{y1‘1831'8 and geatn.—Galatians souls cannot disci r?

€s.
u au Was |scussPng Ilvmg Ch |st|ans
BPaul continues: “But each one in his manyo whom, like Patl himself, were “in
e

own rank: Christ the firstfruits, afterward er| veryhour ' Anointed Chnsﬁanswere

resurrected in 33 C.E However) his anoint- tlzed as it Were, |%io a¥:0urse thatgwouFl)d

x lead to a death like that of Christ, (Mark

See e Febt%“v% G At % the r\é\ﬁ%torbw 10: an%ogsﬂé% en?ulrde Sdul(rer(\el\é[[l‘if(l) r}helh oenr?f
@h‘/}’s{‘atth's imp r'ﬁf'ts e119ans614 Shilinpians 310, 1

é‘w ave aJ i HPaul now explams that he himself had

1r3nake {Be V(/ s& re(f(}é%ntﬁgss baegeny é4 \I-QI?? %ﬁ% anoi Jed oneg “haptized for the pur-

N
resurrection ta?( b) How 13 e |s mﬁg aul have. expepenced and
}t tha * some anointe do not th Nt resurrection p

ay a role in
all asleep in death™ rmgt em?
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faced peril to such a de(h;ree that he could
say. “Daily | face death.” Lest some ac-
cuse.him of exaggerating, Paul adds: “This
| affirm by the exultation over you, brothers,
which | have in Christ Jesus odr Lord.”
Jerusalem Bible renders this verse: “I face
death every day, brothers, and I can swear it
by the pride that | take i in 5{ou in Christ Je-
susourLord.” Asan examP e the dangers
he faced, in verse 32, Paul speaks of figh
ing wild beasts at Ephesus.’ The Romanso
tef executed crlmmals by throwing them to
wild beasts in the arenas. If Paul éndured a
battle with literal W|Id beasts, he could have
survived onlywnh Jehovah’s help. Without
the resurrection hope, choosmq a life course
that exposed him to such, peril would have
been foolhardy indeed. Without the hope of
a future life, endurm? the hardshl s and
sacrifices that came with serving, God would
have little meaning. “If the dead are not to
be. raised up,” says Paul, “let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we are to die.”"—1 Co-
5|n{h|%132 15:31, 32; see 2 Corinthians 138,

gregation, such as sexual immorality, di-
visions, _lawsuits, and disrespect for the
Is_(irds Evemng2 Meal.—1 Corinthians L:11;

7 Paul thus gives the Corinthians this
positive exhortation: “Wake up to sober-
ness in @ righteous way and do not prac-
tice sin, for Some are without knowledge of
God, | am speaking_to move you to shame.”
(1 Corinthians 15734) A negative view, of
the resurrection led some it a spiritu-
al stupor as though drunk. They need-
ed to wake up, stay sober. Anointed Chns
tians today IlkeW|se need to be spirituall y
awae not being_influenced b;r the world’s
skeptical views. They must cling tight to
their hope of a heavenly resurreCtion, But
questions still remained—for the Corjnthi-
ans then and for us now. For example, in
what form are the 144,000 raised to heaven?
And what about the millions of others who
are still in the grave and who do not have a
heavenly hope? hat will the resurrection
mean for such ones? In our next article, we
will examine the rest of Paul’s discussion of

© Paul may have quoted Isaiah 22:13,the resurrection.

which. describes the fatalistic attitude of
the disobedient inhabitants of Jerusalem,
Or he may have had in mind the beliefs of
the Epicureans, who disdained any hope of
a life after death and believed that fleshl
pleasure was the chief good in life. What-
ever the case, the ‘eat anddrmk philoso-

Was un od % Hence, Paul warns; “Do
no be m|se ad assomanonsson USe-
ful hapits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33] Mixing
with those who rejected the restrrection
could be p0|sonous Such association may

?h) a role in the problems that
Pau ag o han le in the Corinthian con-

@2 Where ma the e>v<\Pressmn “ t us eat
d orrow earg ave
Brl mate (S W at );vere the angers of em-
racing this séntiment
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What exhortation did Paul give the Co-
Srwethégns (%) What questions remagn to be an-

Do You Remember?

O What light did Jesus shed on the
resurrection?

O Who were some of the witnesses to
Christ's resurrection?

O Why was the resurrection doctrine
challenged, and what was Paul's
response?

O

Why was faith in the resurrection
essential for anointed Christians?



Death isto be
BROUGHT TO NOTHING
“As ﬂ’ﬂast en_erlnz,odzeﬁtThHilsA t\los ble5 .tztgought to nothing.

((T BELIEVE jn . . . the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting.”

L So says the ‘oostles Creed. Catfio-
lics and Protéstants alike dutifully recite it,
little realizing that their heliefs are more
akin to Greek philogophy than to anythm?
the apostles ever believed. The apostle Pay
howeVer, rejected Greek philosophy and did
not believe”in an immortal soul. S il he
firmly believed in a future life and wrote un-
der inspiration: “As the last enemy, death
IS to be brouoht to nothing.” (I Corinthi-
ans 15 26) Just what does that mean for dy-
|n% mankind?

In answer, let us_return to Payl’s discus-
sion of the resurrection recorded in 1 Corin-
thians chapter 15. You will recall that in
the opening verses, Paul established the res-
urrection & a vital part of Christian doc-
trine. Now he addresses a specific guestion;
“Nevertheless, someone WI|| say. ‘How are
the dead to be raised up? Yes with what
sort of bodg are they coming?”"—1 Corin-
thians 15:3

What Kind of Body?
3In_raising this question, Paul mar well
h?ve intendéd. to c(%unteract the influence
Plato’s phtlosoP y. Plato taugnt that
man has an immortal soul that survives the

) What hope did the apostle Paul hold
out fot' dea nes%p Wohat gu%stlon abouttqh
resyrrection did Pagl address’

3. Why did some reject the resurrection?

death of the body. Ta those raised with such
an idea, the Christian teaching no doubt
seemed unnecessary. I the soul survwes
death what is the point of a resurrection?
Further, the resurrection likely seemed il-
logical. ‘Once the body has dissolved into
dust, how can there bea resurrection? Bible
commentator Heinrich Meyer says that the
antagontsm of some Corinthians’was possi-
bly Dased “on the ?hllosophm ground that
the restoration of the matter of the body
Wwas |moossmle

4Paul exnoses the emptiness of the|r rea-
soning: “You unreasonable person! What
you sow IS not made alive unless first it
dies; and as for what you sow. you sow,
not.the body that will develop, bt a bare
grain, it may be, of wheat or any one of the
rest but Go gives it a body Just as. it has
Bleased him, ad to each of theseeds its own
ody.” (1 Carinthians 15:36-38) God was not
going to raise the hodies that peoole had
while on earth. Rather, there would be a
transformation.

5Paul compares the resurrection to the
germlnatmg of  seed. Atiny seed of wheat
ears 1o resemplance t dthe pLant that] will
8row fromit. T eWor Book Encyclope-
la says “When a seed begins to germlnate

4 5. Wre g o ectlons thIess
ones easo a Ialn] aﬁ
tion of the “bare ra| What kind o -

les does God give esurrected anointed ones
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it absorbs large amounts of water, The wa-
ter causes many chemical changes inside the
seed. It also causes the seed’s internal tis-
sues to swell and break through the seed
coat.” In effect, the seed dies a5 a seed and
becomes an emerging plant. “God gives it a
body” In that he sef in Place the Scientific
laws governing its development, and each
seed feceives & hody according fo 1ts kind.
Genesis 1:11) Similarly,_anointed Chris-
jans first die as humans, Then, at God’s ap-
pointed time, he brings them back to life In
entirely new bodies. ‘As Paul told the Phi-
lippians, “Jesus Christ . .. will refashion
our humiliated body to be conformed to his
glorious bady.” (Philippians 3:20, 21; 2 Co-
finthians 5:1, 2) They. are resurrected in
spirit bodies and live"in the spirit realm.
—llohn 32 _

61s this too difficult to believe? No. Paul
reasons that animals come in many differ-
ent tyﬂes of bodies, In_addition, "he con-
trasts heavenly angels with flesh-and-blood
humans, saying. “Tnere are heavenly bodies,
and earthly bodies.” There 1S also great di-
versity in the inanimate creation. “Star dif-
fers from star in glory,” said Paul, long be-
fore science discovered such celestial hodies
as blue stars, red giants, and white dwarfs,
[n view of this, 1S It not reasonable that
(od can provide appropriate spirit bodies
for resurrected anointed ones?—1 Corinthi-
ans 15:39-41, _
. TPaul then says: “So also is the resurrec-
tion of the dead” It is sown in corruption, It
IS raised up in incorruption.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:42) ‘A human body, even when per-
fect, 15 corruptible. It cart be Killed. For ex-
ample, Paul said that the resurrected Jesus

6. Why is it reas%nable to believe that God can
B%%%Z?resurrecte ones with appropriate spirit

7. What is the meaning of incorruption? of im-
morten?ty% J P
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A seed"dies" by undergoing
a dramatic change

was “destined no more to return to corruP-
tion.” (Acts 13:34_)DHe would never return to
life in"a corruptible, even though perfect,
human bo%y. he bodies that God gives to
resurrected anointed ones are incorfuptible
—Dbeyond death or decay, Paul continyes: “It
IS sown in dishonor, it"is raised up.in glo-
ry. It is sown in weakness, jt is raised” up
In_power. It is_sown a physical body, it is
raised Up a spiritual body.” (L Corinthians
15:43, 44) Further, Paul sa¥s:_ ‘This which Is
mortal must put on immortality.” Immortal-
ity means endless, indestructible life, (1 Co-
rinthians 15:53: Hebrews 1:16).In this way,
the resurrected ones bear “the image of thie
heavenly one,” Jesus, who made thelr resur-
rection possible.—1 Corinthians 15:45-49.

8 In spite of this transformation, the res-
urrected ones are still the same _individy-
als they were before they died. They will
be raised with the same memaories and the
same sterling Christian qualities. (Malachi
3:3; Revelation 21:10, 18) In this they re-
semble Jesus Christ._He changed from ‘spir-
It to human form. Then he died and was
resurrected as a spirit. Yet, “Jesus Christ
IS the same yesterday and today, and for-

8. (a) How dow krlow that resurr c_tled ones are
the same Indjviduals they were ?ﬂ%ﬂea Ve 0N

earth? (b) What prophecles are when
the resMecnon tgke p(iace?



ever.
ilege anointed ones “have! Says Paul:
when this which is corruptible puts on |n-
corruption and this which is mortal puts on
|mm0rta||t>( then the saying will take place
that js written: ‘Death IS swallowed up for
ever/ “Death, where s your victory? eath
where is your sting? *—1 Corinthians 15:54,
55; Isaiah 25:8; Hosea 13:14.

An EarthI?/ Resurrection?

91s there any future for the millions who
do not have the hoPe of |mmortal spirit life
In heaven? Indeed there is! After explaining
that the heavenly resurrection takes place
during Christ's presence, Paul outlines sub-
sequent events, saying: “Next the end, when
he hands over the kmgdom to his God an(
Father, when he has brought to nothing all
government and all_authority and power.
—1 Corinthians 15:23, 24.

D°The end” is the end of the Thousand
Year Re|?n of Christ, when Jesus humbly
and loyally hands over the Kingdom to his
God and Father, (Revelatlon 20:4) God's pur-
Pose “t0.gather all things together again in
he Chrlst” will have been fulfilled. (Ephe-

' (Hebrews 13:8) What a glortous prlv

watls he end,
connection with it?

events take tface In
death to be rought to not

%t must take place for
ing?

In Our Next Issue
How Can You Protect Your Children?
Beware of a Lack of Faith

Do You Have "an Obedient Heart"?

In the conéexhwof 1 Cortnthtani 15:24,

sians 1.9, 102 First, though, Christ will have
destro ed “all overnment and aII authori-
M power” oggose to God s overetgn
ill. This |nvoIv more than the destruc-
tion wrou% ht at Armageddon, (Revelation
16:16; 19:11-21) Paul says: “[Christ] myst
rule as king until God has gut all enemies
under his feet. As the Iast nemx death Is
0 be brought to nothing.” (L Corinthians 15;
6) Y&s, all traces” of Adamic sin and
death Will have been remqved, Of necessity
then, God will have emptied the “memorial
tombs b;ébrmglng the dead back to life,

]lThls means re- creattng human souls.
Impossible? No, for Psalm 104:29, 30 assures
us that God can do so: Jou take awa
thelr splrtt they exp|re an back to th etr
qust y%o If°you send forth your spirit,
theY are’ created.” While resurrected ones
be the same |nd|V|dFaIs they were be-
fore thelr deah, they will not néed to have
the same bod |es AS W|th those raised o
eaven God will give them a body just as It
Beases him. No ubtthelrnew odleswnl
{J ysical| ysoun and reasonably similar
heiy ortgma bod so that they will be
recjg nhze Itth]etrl \t/ﬁl ones. t "
enwill the earthly resurrection ae
place? Martha sald ofhelydead brother, Laz-
arus: “I know he will rise in the resur-
rection on the last day.” (John 11:24) How
did she know that? The résurrection was a
subject of coptroversy in her day, since the
Pharisees believed n it but the Sadducees
did not. 1(Acts 23:8) Still, Martha must have
R e 9
sh ecoumtave (§|scerned ?rom Dameﬁ 213
that the resurrection will occur on the last

a now thatGd a re crea
tlegg(e goe@urr&ie)t/vtl?] thvg eaérth'” esuggé) 8 WIIﬁ
y When' does the earthly resurr t|on take

ace?
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day. She miqht even have learned this from
Jesus himself. (John 6:39) That “last day”
coincides with the Thousand Year Reign of
Christ, (Revelatron 20 6) magme the excite-
ment during that “day” when this grand
event beging! —Compare Luke 24:41.

Who Is Coming Back?

13At Revelation 20 12-141s recorded John's
vrsron of the earth| resurrectron | saw the
dead, the great and he small, standing before
th ethrone and scrolls were opened. But an-
other scroll was opened: it is the scroll of life
And the_dead were judged out of those things
written in the scrol saccordmg totheir deeds.
And the sea gave up those Oead in it, and

eat and Hades gaveu D those dead in them,
and they were ju %ed Individuall accordmg
to their deeds.” And death and Hades wer
hurled into the lake of fire. This means the
second death, the lake of fire.”

UThe resurrection will encompass ‘the
great and the small,” both Rromment and
inconspicuous humans who have lived and
died. Why, even. infants will be among that
number! {Jeremrah 31:15,16) At Acts 24:15
another important detail is revealed: “There

ﬂorng to be a resurrection of hoth the
righteols and the unrighteous.” Prominent
among “the rrohteous will be faithful men
and women of old, such as Abel Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and Rahab. (He-
brews 11:1-40) Imagine bem ahle to con-
verse with such ores and o tam ey ewrt
ne%s details of Brlfe events of %

The righteous” will also include t eth u
sands, of God-fearing individuals who have
died In more recent |mes and who did not
havea eaveny o(g) oyou aveafam
ily member or"a loved ong who might be
among these? How comforting it is to know

13._What vision o{ the> resurrection is recorded

at Revelation
14, Who will be among those resurrected?
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that you can, see them again! Who, though
are the “unrighteous” mdrvrduals that will
also come back? They include millions, per-
haps billions, who died without having an
opportunity to come to learn and apply
Bible truth:

HHow will returning.ones be “judged out
of those things wrrtten in the scrolls accord-
ing to their deeds™ These scrolls are not the
record of their oast deeds; when they died,
they were acquitted of the sins they commrt-
ted"during their lifetime. (Romans
However, Tesurrected humans will stil be
under Adamic sin. It must be, then, that
these scrolls will set forth divine instruc-
tions that all must follow in order to bene-
fit fully from the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
As the last trace of Adamic sin is elimi-
nated, ‘death will be brought to nothmrh] in
the fullest sense. By the end_ of the thou-
sand years, God will™pe all thmqs to every-
one.” (1 Corinthians 15:28) No on%er will
man need the intervention of a High Priest
or Ransomer. All mankind will be"restored
to the perfect state Adam originally enjoyed.

An Orderly Resurrection

BSince the heavenly resurrection is order-
“each one in his own rank,” it is evident
that the earthh{ resurrection wjll not create a
chaotic population explosion. (1 Corinthians
15:23) Understandably, the newly resurrect-
ed ones will need to be looked after. (Compare
Luke 8:55.) They will need physical suste-
nance and—moré important—spiritual assis-
tance In gamrng life- |vrnq knowledge of Je-
hovah Gad and Jesus Christ. (John 17.3) If ll

5. What does it mean that.returning ones will
sécrofugge out of those things wrrtgen In the

r) er It reasonagle to belrevet at the
ﬂl ectio or er process? (b) Wno
grr |kely be amongt efrrst 0 return from the



were to return to life simultaneously, it would
be impossible to care for them adequately, It
IS reasonable to assume that the resurrection

will take place progresswely Falthful Chris-

tians who died shortz before the end of Sa-
tan’s system will likely be among the first

ones raised. We can also expect an early res-
urrection for the faithful men of old who will
serve as “princes,"—Psalm 45:16.

T Nevertheless, we should not be do mat
ic on such matters. On many Issues the
ble is silent. It does not spelf out the deta|ls
of how, when, or at what focations the resur-
rection of ndividuals will occur. |t does not
tell us how those returning will be housed,
fed, and clothed. Nor can We state with cer-
tainty how Jehovah will work out such is-
sues as the rearing and care of resurrected

17. What are some |ssueg rePardw tthe es

rection on whic S S| lh
souﬂ? hrlst|ans notbe undulyconcerne abouy
such matters?

Faithful men and women of old, such as
Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and Rahab,
will be among those resurrected



over Ad mic death through the ransom sac-
r| Ice o Jesus Clh st nd both anointed

other sheep a[e In t(hat vrctorv1 Of
course “of erse Ive today have a hope
that is unique to t IS Igeneratrog S part of
an ever- rﬁcreasrn eat crow

survive the comrrg%g rgrg?tdég%lﬂgtﬁle%%’atwn

never Xperience
14 How(iver even those who die hecause

M e and unforeseen occurrence” or at
nds of Satan’s agents %an put therr
goans t|eS nce in the resurréction hope.—Ecc
r
Therefore We ea await that glo-
rro%s day_when death ﬁ[ )he H%R /
ge u}runwaverrn g trust in Je ve1hs
Promr the resurrection grves us a realis-

% omatters Wha t] &rppens 0.Us

The resurrection will be a time of great joy! n ? %n |f We S tﬁ t e—not h %
can rob ys ot the rewar ehovah

children or how he. erItake care of certain  promised. Hence. Payl’ ?rn |a sFortation

ittions nat Wight v ou friens pro 01k Ce, Paul s fnal exhortation 19

a loved ones. TTue, it Is natura| t%won- Wa%%(’g'?th'a“sha%aaspg -“at%rto qal}’eﬁ% !
er apout such thrnq ut it would be un- ove esteaa ast P{
wise to spend time ryrnl? 0 answer ques- gva% vrn pen 0 ornlh
tronst at at present are nansyera le H work o?the Lgrd tat our | ahor

ocus m st be. on servrn Jeh ova faith-
aining ver as?rneglre Anint. 1S oL I vain In Cory connectro with the Lord.”

edé hristians rest. thel OI’IOUS .
eqvenly resurrection. §2 Peter 1:10, %The tlre'erwhat exhortation must all Christians today

ot er sheep” ho Ph or neverastrggr her

|tance |n '[ e ealt K/Irea m of G IHR

? John 1816 %tthew 25:33, 38 S _

or the many detalls aboyt the resurre tron Can You Explain?

hhat are. unknown, We Slm? trU?t n e' O How did Paul answer the question

hg\A%S 0 L{reuéur{eew 8%28 SS I%lssae In t £ about what bodies the anointed

sgreeeraevev g Ting Bl 15, oo o e

Paul conoludes hrs ment by ex-  Prought to nothing?

ca|mjn% “Thanks to G j H % Yjs O Who will be included in the earthly

the vic rrv throu%h our Lor Jesus Ghrist!” resurrection?

(L Corinthians 15:57) Yes, victory is won O What should be our attitude regard-
. hat vic does Paul hiahliaht? irtg matters about which the Bible is

fb} \%Y)e 0 we con}mntly trust ?n the gesuprec silent?

24 The watchtower— July i, 1998



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
"Every Day in the Marketplace"

THE apostle Paul used every opportunity to
spread the Kingdom message. In order to search
out deserving ones, he reasoned "in the syna-
gogue with the Jews . . . and every day in the
marketplace with those who happened to be on
hand."— Acts 17:17.

Such zeal has been a hallmark of true wor-
shipers of Jehovah since the first century C.E.
(Matthew 28:19, 20) Today, Jehovah's Witness-
es likewise use a variety of methods as they
zealously help honesthearted ones come to an
accurate knowledge of truth. (1 Timothy 2:3, 4)
The following experience from Australia illus-
trates this.

Five days each week, Sid and Harold take
turns tending a small display of Bible literature by
a railway station in Sydney. They have been shar-
ing the good news of God's Kingdom in this way
for about five years now. Sid, who is 95 years
old, explains: "When | turned 87, | was unable
to drive a car any longer. That disappointed me
because | enjoyed the public witnessing activity.
One day while near a popular tourist spot called
Echo Point in Katoomba, | saw an artist selling
landscape paintings. | studied the paintings and
thought to myself, 'l have better pictures than
that in my witnessing bag— and for a fraction of
the cost!" So | decided to make up a small display
stand, set it up at a popular spot, and offer to
passersby the beautifully illustrated Bible litera-
ture distributed by Jehovah's Witnesses.

"Four years ago, | moved the stand to Sydney,
and Harold joined me. We take turns tending
the stand and working with our local congrega-
tions." Harold, now 83, says: "Monday through
Friday very few people are at home. So sharing
the Kingdom message this way puts us where the
people are. Naturally, we get better results. Our
literature placements are quite outstanding for
this country."

"Though we've set ourselves up in four or five
different places over the years," says Sid, "it's
not long before we are known. Some people
come to us for literature. Others have questions
they want answered. And some just want to talk
a few minutes. This is the only time my return vis-
its come to me," he chuckles.

"Many people truly are interested in the Bi-
ble," adds Harold. "In one month four persons
started to study the Bible with the Witnesses as a
result of the literature they received from us and
because of the questions we were able to answer
from the Bible. Experiences like that encourage
us greatly."

Like Sid and Harold— and like the apostle
Paul- Jehovah's Witnesses everywhere use
every means possible to spread their vital mes-
sage. Thus, the "good news" continues to be
preached "in all the inhabited earth."— Matthew
24:14.
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FRANCE

7 1 dstefs uihyed throdgHaEe
aste throff§HaGt e
town. i)AI? Togethgtrrs)kgain_st tgwaéﬂJehovah
Project” exhorted one opposition group. Lit-
erally hundreds of articles in ‘the press
thrust the matter into the public eye, Peti-
tions were signed, and a_deluge “of over
half a million”tracts mentioning the proj-
ect flooded local mailboxes. What was, this
project that disturbed the slumber of the

otherwise tranguil town of Louviers, north-
west France? The proposed construction of
a new branch office and residence of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

Jehovah Makes It Grow _

The activity of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
France dates back tothe end of the 19th cen-
tury. The first dego_t for Bible literature
was opened in 1905 in Beauvene, southern

95,888 attended the special program at the Villepinte Exhibition Center



France, and as of 1919, a small office was op-
eratrng In Parrs A branch office was official-
ope
¥r pear the otfrce staf tooku residence
In a etheL home located In len-les-
Bains, north of Paris. After Wor War 1l
the Bethel family moved back to Paris, and
In 1959 the hranch was transferred to a five-
story building In Boulo?ne -Billancourt, on
the Western outskirts of the capital,
Because of expansion of the, Kingdom
Ereachrn cirk In 1973 the rrnAeroy and
hrpg acilities were transferre
miles west of Paris, while t e
offices remained In Bou ogne- |IIan?ourt
However, the increase In the number of pup-
lishers In_France rendered the facilities In
Louvrers rnade uate, esprte extensrons rn
0 It was 0 ecre oex an
and brrn the whole Bethel to@eth
er In_one Iocatron This prOJect as not to
the ||k|ng of all, as mentioned, at the outset,
Despite osrtron a site_was found

?r workensu%d and finally.“a e 3 years
of separation, the entire Bethel family was
unrted in Louviers in Au?ust 199.

It was, thus_with grea {oy that a ha d)fry
throng of 1,187_includ rn[% he 300 mem
of the France Bethel fa ily, and 329 dele-
ates from 42 other branchies, riat ered on
aturday, Novemper 15, 1997 toTisten othe
edication talk qrven by Brother Lloy
ry, member of The Governrn% Body How
ever, In view of the fact that this”dedica-
tion was takrng place In the face of hostrlrt
and a rolon(j g landerous med |a ca
gar n against sWrtnﬁnsest ou
utFrance, It was felt that a renc
r}esses should be able to share In celebraé
this victory. In conseduence on SuH
November 6, a_special meeting with the
theme “Remain in the Love of Christ” Was
organrzed at the VrIIerte Exhi rtrg %n
ter, just north of Paris. All of Jenovan’s

ed in the ity in %930 and the follow-

ustonemr?efr te?rrnter y. SIx years of
|

Wrtnesses |n France together with French-
spea rndN Witnesses in Belgrum and Swit-
zerland Were_ invited, as well as congrega-
tronsrn Britain, Germany, Luxembourg, and
the Netherlands,

A Landmark Gatherrn%

Preparations for the gathering began six
manths beforehand. Then ust™two" weeks
before the dedication, French truck drivers
went on sfrike, barricading major roads and
fuel supplies. Would the charrs and other
equrgment et through In time? Would the
roadnlocks prevent fl ri brothers from com-

7 To the relief of all, within a week the
st ke was_over, and t e roads were adarn
open to traffic. Onthe a¥ eV nrn efore

the dedication wee end 38 truc sd |vered
84 00 chairs to the two spﬁcrous halls rent-

d or the occafron More than 800 rotheri

sisters_ toiled through the nrrIJ t unty
haIf past nine Saturday morning o install
the seats, platform, sound equipment, and
nine giant Video screens.

At"6:00 a.m. on Sunday morning, the
doors were opened, and the crowds began to
Pour in. A total of 17 specially chartered
rains brouaglht more than 13,00 Wrtnesses
to the capital. Over two un red ocal broth-
ers and srsters were on hand in the rail-
wa statrons to dreet the travelers and to ac-

gt em oups fo the convention
srte On sister said that this loving arrange-
ment gave them “a feeling of security and
well-being.”

Others came to Paris by plane or by car.

majority, however came 1n 953 Buses
Itnésses from'the Parjs area used
h)Lh IC trans ortation tq travel to the E

|t|on Center, Many ad been travelin
iall ht or had left thejr homes, very ear-
}ttm e ntrﬁrnrng tbut their excrtement At
dttending this meeting was palpa ries
of de?rgh and warm gmbrac%s pmar?<ed
unions™of friends who had not seen one
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another for years, Colorful national cos-
tumes Pave he cheerful crowd an. inter-
national flavor. Undoubtedly, something ex-
traordinary was afoot.

E&/) the time the program started, at
10:00 a.m., there were no more, seats left,
yet hundreds of people were arriving every
minute. Wherever one logked, a mass Of
smiling faces met the eye. Thousands either
remained standm? or 'sat on the concrete
floor. In the spirit of the assembly theme,
many young ones lovingly stood fo enable
the elderly 1o sit. “How happy we were to
give up our seats to brothers and sisters that
we did not know, but who are so dear to
us!” wrote. one couple. Many displayed a fine
self-sacrificing attitude: “We stood all day
next to the chairs that we had helped to set
up throughout Fndag mgfht. But just heing
Present caused us to be filled with gratitude
0Jehovah.” _

In spite of fatigue or discomfort, dele-
gates listened with rapt attention to the re-
orts from other countries and to talks by

loyd Barry and Daniel Sydlik, who is also
a member of the Governing Body. Broth-
er Barr¥ developed the subject “Jehovah
Makes Full Might Abound,” and
he graphically highlighted how
Jehovah has Dlessed his peo-
ple with increase In spite
of various trials. Brother
Sydlik’s talk was entitled
“Happy_ls the Peoh)lg
Whose God Is Jehovah!
Both talks were partic-
uIarlg/ timely in view of
the apposition that Je-
hovah's Witnesses are
presently encountermg
In France. Brother S% -
lik showed that true hap-
piness is not dependent on
external factors but on our
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relationship with Jehovah and our atfitude
toward life. His question to the audience,
“Are you happy?” was answered with thun-
derous applause. _

One sister who had “lost her jOﬁl" wrote
afterward: “Suddenly | realized"that hap-
piness was within_my reach. | had been
misdirecting mK efforts, and through this
talk, Jehovah showed me how | neéded to
change.” Another brother declared: “Now |
want'to fight to make Jehovah's heart re-
{mce_. | do Mot want to let anything remove
he joy that | have begun to feél deep inside.”

Asthe meeting drew to a close, if was
with great enthuSiasm that_the chairman
announced the attendance: 95,888—the big-
gest gathering ever of Jehovah's Witnessés
In France! _ _

After the closing song, which many s_an(i
with tears of joy in their eyes, and the fina
prayer, the brothers set off for_the jour-
ney home with mixed emotions. The warm
friendly atmosphere of the gathering did not
0 unnpticed. Many positive comments on

e attitude_of the deIeFates were made by
bus drivers. They were also impressed by th#
organization that enaled all 953 busés to

leave the Exhibition Center within two
hours without a single traffic jam!
The conduct of the” delegates was

Thousands of those in
attendance either stood or
sat on the floor to listen



also much appreciated by railway and public
transport employees. Many fine discussions
ensued, and a good witness was given.

“An Oasis in the Desert”

_The apostle Paul urged fellow Christians:
Let us consider one™another to incite to
love and fine works, . . . encouraging one
another, and all the more so as youU be-
hold the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:
24 252 CertamIY, this'special meeting was
sourcé of great encouragement to all, “an
pasis In the desert” as one S|dster described
It. “We went away invigorated, encouraged,
fortified, and more detérmined than ever to
rejoice in Jehovah's servicg,” wrote broth-
ers from the Togo branch. “Those that were
downcast went flome happy,” said one circuit
overseer. “The brothers were galvamzed and
strengthened,” declared another. “Never be-
fore fave we felt so close to Jehovah’s orga-

nization,” one couple was, moved to write.
“My own foot will certainly stand on a lev-
el place; among the”con?regated throngs |
shall bless Jehovah,” declaréd the psalmist.
(Psalm 26:12) Such Christian gatherings en-

able all to regain a sure spiritual footing in
the face of obistacles. “Whatever the triblla-
tions,” confirmed one sister, “these extraor-
dinary moments are inscribed deep in our
hearts and will always be there to comfort
us.” In a similar vein, a traveling overseer
wrote; “When difficult times arise, the mem-
ory of this foretaste of Paradise will help us
to"cope with them.” N

“Ascribe to Jehovah, 0 you families of
the peoples, ascribe to Jehovah glory and
strength,” exhorts Psalm 96:7. Undoubted-
Iy, thé' dedication of new branch facilities in

rance is a resounding victory for Jehovah.
Only he could have brought about the re-
alization of the proaect I the face of such
determined and widespread opposition. Je-
hovah’s Witnesses in France are more deter-
mined than ever to ‘remain In the love of
Christ” and to ‘let their light shine.” (John
15:9; Matthew 5:16) All who attended the
dedication program’unreservedly share the
feeling of the psalmist: “This has come to be
from Jehovah himself: it is wonderful in our
eyes."—Psalm 118:23,

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 3, 1998

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members of
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsyl-
vania will be held on October 3, 1998, at the As-
sembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 2932 Ken-
nedy Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A
preliminary meeting of the members only will con-
vene at 9:15 a.m., followed by the general an-
nual meeting at 10:00 a.m.

The members of the Corporation should inform
the Secretary's Office now of any change in their
mailing addresses during the past year so that the
regular letters of notice and proxies can reach
them during July.

The proxies, which will be sent to the members
along with the notice of the annual meeting, are

to be returned so as to reach the Office of the Sec-
retary of the Society not later than August 1. Each
member should complete and return his proxy
promptly, stating whether he is going to be at the
meeting personally or not. The information given
on each proxy should be definite on this point,
since it will be relied upon in determining who will
be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session, includ-
ing the formal business meeting and reports, will
be concluded by 1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter.
There will be no afternoon session. Because of lim-
ited space, admission will be by ticket only. No
arrangements will be made for tying in the annual
meeting by telephone lines to other auditoriums.
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

A Samaritan Proves to Be a Good Neighbor

JESUS' day, a palpable animosity existed be-
tween Jews and Gentiles. In time, the Jewish
Mishnah even included a law that forbade Is-

raelite women to assist non-Jews during childbirth,
since this would only help bring another Gentile
into the world.— Abodah Zarah 2:1.

The Samaritans were more closely related to the
Jews than were the Gentiles, both religiously and
racially. Yet, they too were viewed as outcasts.
"Jews have no dealings with Samaritans," wrote
the apostle John. (John 4:9) Indeed, the Talmud
taught that "a piece of bread given by a Samari-
tan is more unclean than swine's flesh." Some Jews
even used the term "Samaritan" as an expression
of contempt and reproach.— John 8:48.

In view of this situation, Jesus' words to a man
who was versed in Jewish law are very instructive.
The man approached Jesus and asked: "Teacher,
by doing what shall I inherit everlasting life?" In re-
ply, Jesus called his attention to the Mosaic Law,
which commands to 'love Jehovah with your whole
heart, soul, strength, and mind,' and to 'love your
neighbor as yourself." The lawyer then asked Je-
sus: "Who really is my neighbor?" (Luke 10:25-
29; Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:5) According
to the Pharisees, the term "neighbor" applied only
to those who kept the Jewish traditions— certainly
not to Gentiles or Samaritans. If this inquisitive
lawyer thought that Jesus would support that view,
he was in for a surprise.

A Compassionate Samaritan
Jesus answered the man's question by relat-
ing a parable.* "A certain man," he said, "was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho." The dis-
tance between Jerusalem and Jericho was about
14 miles. The road connecting these two cities had

* A parable is a shat, usdly fiditious narrative from
which a nord or spiritual truth is drawn.
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sharp turns and projecting spurs of rock, making
it easy for thieves to hide, attack, and escape. As
it turned out, the traveler in Jesus' parable "fell
among robbers, who both stripped him and inflict-
ed blows, and went off, leaving him half-dead."
— Luke 10:30.

"By coincidence," Jesus continued, "a certain
priest was going down over that road, but, when
he saw him, he went by on the opposite side. Like-
wise, a Levite also, when he got down to the place
and saw him, went by on the opposite side." (Luke
10:31, 32) The priests and Levites were teachers
of the Law— including the law of neighbor love.
(Leviticus 10:8-11; Deuteronomy 33:1, 10) Sure-
ly, they of all people should have felt compelled to
help the injured traveler.

Jesus went on: "A certain Samaritan traveling
the road came upon him." The mention of a Sa-
maritan no doubt heightened the lawyer's curiosi-
ty. Would Jesus endorse the negative view of this
race? On the contrary, upon seeing the unfortunate
traveler, the Samaritan "was moved with pity." Je-
sus said: "So he approached him and bound up his
wounds, pouring oil and wine upon them. Then he
mounted him upon his own beast and brought him
to an inn and took care of him.* And the next day
he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeep-
er, and said, 'Take care of him, and whatever you
spend besides this, | will repay you when | come
back here."— Luke 10:33-35.

Jesus now asked his inquirer: "Who of these
three seems to you to have made himself neighbor
to the man that fell among the robbers?" The law-
yer knew the answer, yet he seemed reluctant to

* Some s in Jesus day evidently provided nat only shel-
ter but dso food and other senices. This may be the type
of acoonmrodations Jess hed in nind, for the Greek word
usd here is different from that rendered "lodging room* at
e 27.



say "the Samaritan." Instead, he simply replied:
"The one that acted mercifully toward him." Jesus
then said: "Go your way and be doing the same
yourself."— Luke 10:36, 37.

Lesson for Us

The man who questioned Jesus did so in an effort
"to prove himself righteous." (Luke 10:29) Perhaps
he thought that Jesus would praise his fastidious
adherence to the Mosaic Law. But this self-assum-
ing individual needed to learn the truth of the Bi-
ble proverb: "Every way of a man is upright in his
own eyes, but Jehovah is making an estimate of
hearts."— Proverbs 21:2.

Jesus' parable shows that a truly upright person
is one who not only obeys God's laws but also imi-
tates his qualities. (Ephesians 5:1) For example, the
Bible tells us that "God is not partial." (Acts 10:
34) Do we imitate God in this regard? Jesus' stir-

ring parable shows that our neighborliness should
transcend national, cultural, and religious barriers.
Really, Christians are instructed to "work what is
good toward all"— not just toward people of the
same social class, race, or nation and not just to-
ward fellow believers.— Galatians 6:10.

Jehovah's Witnesses strive to follow this Scrip-
tural admonition. For example, when natural disas-
ters strike, they extend humanitarian aid to fellow
believers as well as to non-Witnesses.* In addi-
tion, they collectively spend over a billion hours
each year helping people to come to a better
knowledge of the Bible. They strive to reach every-
one with the Kingdom message, for God's will is
that "all sorts of men should be saved and come
to an accurate knowledge of truth."— 1 Timothy
2:4; Acts 10:35.

* For exanles, see The watchtower, Decerrber 1, 1996,
peges 3-8, ad January 15 1998, peges 3-7.

THEWATCHTOAER- ALY 1, 1998 31



DOES YOUR SPEECH

DURING these difficult times, it is hardly sur-
prising that many are "broken at heart" and
"crushed in spirit." (Psalm 34:18) Thus, in the
words of the apostle Paul, there is a constant
need to "speak consolingly to the depressed
souls" and to "support the weak." (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:14) But what if our fellowman offends
us or does something seriously wrong? In such
a situation, we might feel justified in simply
chastising the individual. However, a caution
is in order. Counsel, even when valid, can be
harmful if it is delivered in a harsh manner.
Proverbs 12:18 states: "There exists the one
speaking thoughtlessly as with the stabs of a
sword."

Therefore, when we set out to offer correc-
tion or handle a misunderstanding, it is vital to
remember the second part of Proverbs 12:18:
"The tongue of the wise ones is a healing." Al-
ways ask yourself, If | needed correction, how
would / want to be dealt with?' Most of us are
more responsive to encouragement than to criti-
cism. So be generous with commendation. This

will often give the offender the incentive to improve, and
he will more likely be grateful for any help offered.

How vital it is always to temper our words with mild-
ness! Healing words will leave the listener feeling as did
the psalmist, who wrote: "Should the righteous one strike
me, it would be a loving-kindness; and should he reprove
me, it would be oil upon the head, which my head would
not want to refuse."— Psalm 141:5.



