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s Planet Earth
Doomed?

E end of the 20th century is rnproachlng, and the
215t century Is about to dawn In this setting, an in-
creasing number of people who would normaIIy pay
scant of no attention' fo prophecies of doom are wondering

i v¥rhether some event of world-shattering importance may be
in the offing

You may have noticed newspa?er and_magazine articles
about this—even whole books on the subject. With what de-
veIo ments the 21st century will begin, we must wait to see.

ome people g)omt ouj that reaching the end of the year 2000

mak esa ifference of only one year (or of one minUte, from

2000 to 2001) and will I|kely e 0f no great consequence.

Of greater concern to many is the long-range future ‘of our

planet.

One prophecy that surfaces with more frequency nowadays
IS that at some omt—whether In the |mmed|ate or inthe dis-
tant future— rPaHEt Earth itself | |s oome to complete de-
structton Co S|derjustacouple of such goomy forecasts.

In his book ndofthé World— The Science and Eth-
ics 0f Human Extlnctlon first pubhshed in 1996, author and
philosopher John Leslie offers three possibilities as to how
man’s life on earth might end. First easks “Could all-out
nuclear war mean the end of the human race?” Then he adds:

“A more ikely scenario . . . would be extinction through the

effects of radiation: cancers, weakenings of the immurie sys-

tem sothat infectious dlseases ran riot, or numerous birth de-

fects. There couI aI?o e (eaths otmlc,roorﬁamsms |mPor

tﬁnt to the health of t e]envnonment Athirg possib “K

that Mr. Leslie puts forth Is that the earth might be stru
by a comet or an aster0|d “Of comets and aster0|ds Whosg or-
bits are such that they might some day hit the Earth, there

pﬁ)ear to he argund two thousand measuring between half a

mile and six miles In diameter. There Is alsoa much smaller

number (to estimate it would be sheer guesswork) of still



larger ones, and a much greater number of
smaller ones.’

A Graphic “Doomsday” Description

Or consider another scientist, Paul Davies,
Professor at the University of Adelalﬁe Aus-
ralra He was described by the Washin ton

TImes ats thetbestt scrence Wrrter on eith
jde o he_Atlantic.

e Last Three I\/Irnutes whrc has) %een
terme “the mother of all.doomsday books.”
The first chapter of this book is called
“Doomsday,” and it descrrbes an |mag|nary
scenario of what could happen if a comét
were to strike planet Earth. Read part of his
blood-chilling description:

“The planet shudders with the force of
ten thousand _earthquakes. A shock wave

|slolaced air sweeps, over the surface of
the globe, tlattening all structures, Pulver
izing everything in fts path. The flat terrain
around thé impact site rises in.a ring of lig-
uid mountains several miles high, eXposing
the bowels of the Earth in a crater a hun-
dred miles across___Avast column of dusty
debris fans out intothe atmosphere, blottirig
out the sun across the whole planet. Now the
sunh?ht IS replaced by the sinister, flrcker
ing glare of a billion meteors roastm
ground below wrth t elr sear|n19
isplaced material plunges back from space
Into the atmosphere.”

Professor Davies goes onto link this imag-
|nar¥ scenarro to the prediction that comet
Swift-Tuttle would hit the earth. He adds
the warnrnq that although such an event
may not be likely in the near future, in his
oeron soonero later Swift-Tuttle, or an

object like 1t, will hit the Earth.” His con-
clusion 15 based on estimates that suggest
that 10,000 objects a quarter mile or more in
diameter move on Earth-intersecting orbits.

Do you_believe that such. a frightenin
prospéct is real? A surprising number 0
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Beople do. But they brysh aside any concern
Y reassuring. themselves that 1t will not
happen_in their time. Why, though, should
planet Earth ever be destro W,}/ed—erther soon
or millenniums from now? Certainly, 1t is
not the earth itself that Is the marn source
of trouble for its inhabitants, human or an-
|maI Rather is not man hrmself reso}onsrble
for most ofthe rob emso this 20th centu
Iy, Including the ossr bility of comoletely
ruining the earth —Revelation 11:18

Man’s Mrsmanaqement Reversed

What of the more Tikely possibility. that
man himself may totally ruin or spoil the
earth by his mismanagement and' greed?
There 15 no question that great déstruc-
tion of parts of the earth has already taken
place through excessive deforestation, un-
controlled pollution of the atmosphere and
sporlrnt[r of the Waterways hrs Was summed

i wel some ears ago authors ar-
ar Ward an ‘ene Dlb os in their book
One Eartn: “The three broad areas of

Pollutron which we must examine—air, wa-
er, and soil—make up, of course, the three
marn constrtuent elements of our planetary
" And the situation has basically not
chanﬁed for the better since then, has’it?

When considering the possibility of man’s
rurnrng or destro Ing the earth by his own

Ewe can take nedrt by considering plan-
et Earth’s marvelous recuperative dnd re-
generative powers. Descrrbrng this ability of
amazin recov%Q/ Rene Duh0s meﬁest ee
encour o| e{vatrons In another hook,
The Restlignce of Ecosystems:

“Many oersons fear that awareness of en-
vironméntal degradation has come too late
because much 0f the damage already. done
t ecosystems is |rreversrble In my opinion,
this pessrmrsm IS unjustified because eco-
systems have enormous gowers of recovery
ffom traumatic experiences



“Ecos%stems possess sever | mechanisms

for self ealln% eoyena le ecosystems
to overcome th effect fdlsturbant%es 3”8

reestablishing progressive
naI gtate of ecolog|g ? equil |br|um
|t Can Be Done
An outstandlng example of this |n re-

cent years |s the” gradual cleanu n-
q y ar ergr?'t mes TTw Book TCn
ames rans orme by Jeffery Harrison

and Peter Grant, documents this remark-
able achlevement that demonstrates what
can be done When men work together for the
comman %oo Britain’s Duke of Edmburgh
wrote In his foreword to the book “Here at
Iast IS 4 SUCCeSS stor?/ on such a major scale
that It 1s worth publishing even at the risk
that It maY encoura e some people. to as-
sume that the prob e s of conservation are
not reﬁlly as ba? as they were led to believe.
They can all take heart from what has
been achieved inthe Thames. The %ood News
Is that it can be done and their schemes too
can succeed.”
In.the chapter “The_Great Clean- UP
Harrison and Grant write enthu3|ast|calsy
anout what has been achieved over the last
50 year? “For the first time in.the world,
a heavily polluted ana Industriahised riv-
er has been restored to such a degree that
waterfowl and fish have returned‘in abun-
dance. That such a transformation has tak-
en olace s0 rapidly, |n a 5|tuat|on which at
first seemed quite hopeless, gwes encour-
oement to even the most pessimistic wild-
Iife conservationist.”
They then describe the transformation:
The state of the nver detenorated steadily
?vertJ vk//ears with what was, perhaps, the
inal commgr dunng the Second WorId

War when major sewade work s and sew
ers were damaded or etrln unn%

40% and 1950° the health of the Thames

Was at Its Iowest ebb. The river was little

better than an open Sewer; the water was
black in colour, Contained no oxygen, and
during the summer months the foul smell
from the Thames was detectable over g wide
area. ., . The once teeming fish had fmallK
been driven out, apart from’a few eels whic
were able o survive because of their ab|I|ty
to hreathe air direct from the surface. T

birdlife of the inner, built- up reaches be
tween London and Woolwich was reduced
to a handful of mallard and mute swans,
and they owed their existence fo sptllaqes
from the grain wharves rather than a naju-
ral food suoply Who would have be-
lieved then the dramatic reversal which was

Education and united
effort can help the earth
reverse even extensive
damage to itself

about to t% Ifa ce? Within ten [years those
ame rea es of the nver were {0 be tr ns
ormed from avntn avian.void toiareu
or ma%s pecies oF water birds, includin
wintering Sogulatlon of up to 10,000 Wld
fowl and 12,000 waders.’

Of course, that descnbes but oRe trans-
formation m one small corner of the globe.
Nonetheless, we can draw Iessons from this
example. Tt shows that planet Earth need
not be considered doomed bechse of the
mlsma agement, greed, and thoughtless-
efs ahn Proper educ tlon and” united

for the common good of mankind can

help teearth reverse even extensive am
ge t0 1S ecol og[y environment, and Ja

stirface. But what' about possible doom from

ggttg#gedforces such as a wandering comet or

The Followmg article contains the I<ey_ to
a satls nymg answer to such a perplexing
questio
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There isa question th_atlyoiJ ought to con-
sider: \Was our beautituf planet produced
by an intelligent Creator who has a pyr-
Rose for the ®arth and for humans on it?

esolving that issue to your satisfaction
%an help“you to see what'the future holds
or our planet.

ANY _scientists who have in depth
studied the universe and our earth
have seen evidences that E)omt
to the existence of a Crea

ust one:
J Profefssor Paul Davies writes in
Mindot Gog: “The existence of an orderly,
coherent universe containing stable, orga-
nized, complex structures reduires laws and
conditions of a very special kind. o

After discussing a number of “coinci-
dences” that a?trogh sicists and others
have noted, Protessor Davies adas: “Taken
togeth_er, they provide impressive evidence
that life as we know it depends very sen-
sitively on the form of the laws of phcys-
Ics, and on some seemingly fortuitous accl-
dents in_the actual valugs that nature has
chosen for various particle masses, force
strengths, and so on. . . . Suffice it to say
that, Tf we could Play God, and select values
for these quantities at whim by twiddling a
set of knobs, we would find thiat almost all
knob settings would render the universe un-
Innabjfable” In some cases It seems as If
the different knobs have to be fine-tuned to
enormous precisjon If the universe is to be
such thl_athltlfe HNI” flotjrlts#.. . Thtehfact that
even slight changes to the way things are
might rgnder the’ universe, una/bsgrvgble IS
sur IK a fact of deep significance.

What it signifies to many is that our
earth, along With the rest of the universe,
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Earth

Why Is It Here?

was produced by a ?,ur oseful Creator. If
that Is so, we need to find out why he formed
the earth in the first place. We also need to

or, thatydgedain, if we can, what his purpose Is
Is behind 1t. Consider the comments 1> Pup

the earth. In this connection a Strange
anomaly appears. Despite the widespread
Bopulanty of atheism, a surprising num-
er of people still hold belief'in anintellI-
gent Creator, Most churches of Christen-
om nominally speak of an almighty God
and Creator Of our universe. Yt Tarely
do any of these religions speak with confi-
dence’and convictior'about earth’s future in
God’s purpose.

. What Dogs the Bible Say?

It.is logical to look to a source” of infor-
mation that is widely accepted as coming
from the Creator. That source Is the Bible.
One of the simplest and clearest statements
In it re%ardmg the future of our earth is
found at Ecclesiastes 1:4. We read: “One
generation passeth away, and another gen-
eration cometh: but the earth abideth” for
ever_.”& KingJames, Vershon
straightforward in exR ammP why Jehova
God Created the earth. It also shows that
he placed it mdu_st t e_rlg t position in
the universe ang In relation to our sun to
sustain_lite on 1t. Almighty God msR!re_d
the ancient grolg)het Isaiah to write: “This 1S
what Jehovah has said, the Creator of the
heavens, He the true God, the Former of the
earth and the Maker of It, He the One who

The Eible IS



f|rml?/ estabhshed it, who did not create it
3|mpy for nothing, who formed it even to be
n a”;ted | am Jehovah, and there is no one
else.”"—Isaiah 45:18,

But what of man’s developmlg the means
to destroy all life onthe earth? In his incom-
parable wisdom, God declares that he will
steg In before manklnd can destroy all life

anet. Note this reassurmg prom|se
inth e ible’s last book, Revelation? “The na-
tions b ecame wrathful, and your own wrath
came an the a pomted time for the dead
to be judged, and to give thelr reward to
yours vestheprop efS and to the holy ones
and to those fearing your name, the “small

and the great, and to bring to ruin those ru-
|n|n%the earth.”—Revelation 11:18.

ovah reveals to us what was his origi-
nal purpose in creatmg the earth, this gewel
In space, as an astronaut circling the earth
described it. God purposed it to be a global
paradise, comfortably Populated by humans
—men and women—all Tiving i peace and
harmony. He arranﬁed to populate the plan-
et gradually by aflowing” the first human
pail to producé offspring. For the first hu-
man couple’s pleasure and enjoyment, Jeho-
vah had brou hta smaII sectlon ofthe earth
info a 1para |se condition, ds the procre-
ation of human families woul proceed over

THEWATCHTOAER- ANE 15, 198 7



the Years and centurres the arden of Eden
wou gra yal ¥ eexten e untrI Genesis
‘ uld be qurIIed “God said to them:
Be frurt ul and become many and fill the
earth and subdue |tth it of t
we now see the sorry plight of the
earth and its mhabrtantsy g It mean
that God’s orrgrnal purpose for the earth
has failed? OF has he changed his pur-
pose and decided that because of mankind’s
waywardness, he will let the Rlanet be ru;
Ined aItogether and start again, as it were?
No, we can be sure that erther of these
srLuatrons IS tru% The Bible tells us that
ever Jehovah purposes must eventual-
take ace that whatever he decides can-
ot e thwarted by anr( individual or even
by an unexpected deve opment. He assures
us: “So mY word that qoes forth from my
mouthtwrl proveltto %e t ttwrllllnot rtetulrn (tjo
me without results, but it will certain
that in erch | have, delighted, and |t)(rvrﬁ
have certain success in that for which | have
sent it."—lsaiah 55:11.

Interrup 9ed MOP %ﬁan ed

With the defectron of Adam and Eve and
their expulsion from the garden of Eden, it
was obvious that God’s purpose for a par-
adise earth would be accomplished with-
out them. However, Jehovah indicated there
and then that some of their offspring would
carr out his original mandate. Trile, thrs
would take time, even ma n¥ centuries, b
hhere IS n0.ind catdon how much trme woy d

ave been involve |ncarr In outt eorr
inal mandate even if dam and Eve
nad continued living in Rerfectron The fact
I that by the end of Christ Jesus Millen-
nraI Rel n—a little quer at ousand ears

rom now—the Par ISe condrtrons of

wil exte éteart wide and rﬁ)anet Earth er
be peopled with peaceful and happy descen-
dants of the first human pair. Indeed, Jeho-
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vah’s ability as an infallible Purposer will
be forever vindicated!

Then will be fulfrlled the excrtrng proph
ecies that Go msprre so on%
scriptures as Isaian e Iorrous
ly fulfilled; “The onferI actua ly reside for
awhile with the male lamb, and with the kid
the leopard itself will Ire down, and the calf
and the maned young lion and the well-fed
animal all together; ‘and a mere little boy
will be leader over them, And the cow and
the bear themselves will feed: together their
young ones will lie down. And eVen the lion
will gat straw just like the bull. And the
sucking child will certainly rr)]lay uRon the
hole of the cobra; and upop the light aper-
ture of a poisonous snake will aweaned child
actually put his own hand. They will not do
any harm or cause any ruin in"all my holy
mountain; because thé earth will certainly
be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah &
the waters are covering the very sea.’

Poor health and terminal illnesses will be
thin softhe past as WI Ideath |tse|f Could
anyt Ing eP lainer than these simple words
found jn'the last book of the Bible? “The tent
of God is with mankind, and he erI reside
with them, and they will be his peoples. And
God himself will be with them. And he will
wipe ouf every tear from their eyes, and
death will be no more, nejther will mourn-
rng nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The
{‘ mgi t3h|ngs have passed away.’—Revela-
lon

Yes, we can take heart—our beautiful
plangt Earth is here to stay, MaY it be your
privilege to survive the end of this wicked
system of things, with all its earth- rurnrng
practices, The’ clean new world of
making I1s now near at hand, And many
loved Ones will awaken from death b thg

miracle of t eresurrectron (John 5:28, 29
Truly, our earth s here to stay, and we can
stay with it and enjoy .



A Very Special
WEDDING

N THE north of Mozambr ue lies a lush
valley surrounde by be utiful moun
tains—some roc ¥ others covere |n
|uxuriant vegetatron his 1s where the vil-
Iage of Fingoe 1S located. On_clear winter
ghts the heavens s?arkle with stars, and
thé moon Js s brrght hat 1t 1||uminates the
straw-roofed homes of the villagers. It was
m this s Iendrd setting that a unique wed-
np_r{r too place.
undreds of people walked for hours,
even days, to atten this special occasion,
Some crossed |n osprtable and dangerous
re lons Inhabited Syh enas, lions, and ele
Pants Besides person g ge man vrs
tors brought al ngc ickens, “gdafs, an
etables. After redching the”village, they
found their way to an oPen area normally
used for Christian conven lons. Though tired
from the joumne t ey were happy, and their
smiling faces réflected eager éxpectation of
what Was to follow.

Who Wwere the ones getting married? They
were many! Yes, scores of couples. These
were no part of some headline- ﬁrabbrng
mass wedding. On the contrar t Kwere
sincere and well-motivated coup Iesw 0 pre-
viously were not able to regrster their mar-
riages’ because they lived in remote regions
far from regrstr¥ offices. All these couples
became awdre of divine standards regard-
Ing marriage when they studied thé Bi-
blé with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They learned
that they needed to marry according to the
laws_of ‘the land to pledse their Creator,
the Originator of marriage, even as_Joseph
and Mary complied wit regrstratron re-
quiremerits around the time of Jesus’ birth.
—Luke 2:1-5.

Preparing for the Event
The branch office of Jehovah’s Witness-
es in Mozambigue decided to help. First,
the Ministries of Justice and Interior in the
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country S caﬁltal Mag éo were contacted to
etermme at roceclures, were require
g law. Next the mtssmnartes In the' cap|-
ta] city of the province of Tefg got In touch
with local authorltles to coordinate arrange-
ments further. A date was set for the mis-
sjonaries and officials from the Notary and
the Civil Identification Department to' trav-
el to Lhe wllage of Fingoe, Mefmwhlle the
branch office sént a letter of explanation pro-
wdmg direction to all the congregations in-
volved. Both Witnesses and local drficials ea-

gerly Tooked forward to the unique event,
On Sunday, May 18, 1997, threg_mission-
aries along”with” government officials ar-
rived in Flngoe e local authorities had
repared comfortable accommodations for
ff|C|aIs ad{/acent to the admmts ration
9 Howe er th evmtm?? |C|aswere

so |m essed with the hospitali

van’s Witnesses that thex reterredt odg
W|th the missionaries In improvised hufs.
They were surprised to learn that one of the
cooks was an elder in the local congregation
and that a traveling overseer was among the
volunteers dging the more menjal chorgs in
preparation for'the wedding. They likewise
noticed the good humor of the missionaries,
who, without complaint, lodged in"a simple

hut d bathed usmg a small can. Never be-
fore had teg seen Such a str n%b ona be-
fween eop of suc varied (akgrounds
Howvt1 at most imp resse them was
the faith dis In ma Ing great sacrl-
fices to come in o harmony with' the_law of
the land and with the arrangement of God.

A Joyous Occasion

g T e St e of e ot
gbtgmlng a birth certlflcgate All waited %

tiently m line in front of the Civil Reg-
Istry team to provide their personal dat

Then the gro eeded to anot er line to b
Photodra h d] after WhIC th eX went to the
eam the CIVI dentlftc t|on De art-
ment t0 0 t in their_Id nt|t cards. ext
they returne fo the CIVI eqistry team for
preparation of the much de5|red marriage



certificate., FoIIowmg this, they stood Pa—
tiently waiting for their names to be called
Over
the marriagé certificates was an émotional
scene. Thefe was great joy as each couple
held up their marriage certificate like a pre-
cious trophy. _

All of this took place beneath the torrid

sun. Yet, the joy of the occasion was undis-
turbed by heatand dust. _
. The men were smartly dressed, many in
jackets and ties. The women were  dressed
In the traditional manner, which included
? long, richly colored. cloth called a CaL
ana around their waists. Some carried ba-
bies wrapped in similar cloth.

Things proceeded well, but there were too
many t0 process in a smqle day. When dark-
ness fell, the government officials kindly de-
cided to continue attending to the couples.
They commented that they could not leave

our brothers” waiting after these had made
so great a sacrifice to be there. This spirit of
cooperation and self-sacrifice will always be
remembered. _ _

With the night came intense cold. While
a few had lodging in huts, most of the cou-
ples were outside, huddled around fires. This
did nothing to diminish the happiness of
the occasion. Above the crackle of the fires
rose the sound of laughter and song, sung
In four-part harmony. Many sharedstories
of their journey, clutching ‘their newly ob-
tained documents. _

At daybreak some ventured into the cen-
ter of the village to sell their chickens goats
and vegetables'to contribute toward thé cost
of registering their marriages. Many truly
made” “sacrifices” of those animals, Selling
them far below theiy real value. To poor. peo-
ple, a goat is a precious and expensive item;
Yet théy were WI||In§i to make this sacrifice
0 get married and please their Creator.

he megaphone. The handing over of

Rlﬁors of the Journey _

Some of the couples had walked long dis-
tances to be there. This was the caSe of
Chamboko and his wife, Nhakulira. They
told their_story on.the second night of the
event while warming their feet™at a fire,
Though 77 years old; blind in one eye and
With poor e¥65|gfht In the other, Chamhoko
walked barefoot Tor three days accompanied
by the rest of his congregation, for he was
determined to legalize his'52-year union.

Anselmo Kempbo, 72 years of age, had al-
ready lived with Neri for about™50 years.
A feiv days before the journey, he se_nousIP/
P_unc_tured_hls leg on a farge thorn while cul-
ivating his plantation.
the nearest hospital for treatment. Never-
theless, he decided to make the trip on foot
hobbling all the way to Fingoe in pain. |t
took three days. Anselma colild not contain
his joy as he held his certificate of marriage
In fiis hand.

.Another noteworthy newlywed was Evans
Sinoia, a former ?oly amist. When he
learned the truth of God’s Word, he decid-
ed to legalize his union with his first wife,
but she Tefused, abandomnﬁ him for anoth-
er man. His second wife, who had also heen
studying the Bible, agreed to marry him.
Bothi of them walked t rouagh a perilous re-
gion inhabited by lions and other wild ani-
mals. After a three_-da)( journey, they too
succeeded in becoming Tegally married.

On Friday, five days after the missionaries
and officials had first arrived, the work was
accomplished. The result was that 468 iden-
tity cards and 374 birth certificates were is-
suéd. The number of marnage certificates
Issued was 233! The atmosgh re was one of
euphoria. Despite fatigue, II_aRreed that it
was well worth their while. Without a doubt
that occasion will remain indelibly marked
on the minds and hearts of all involved. It
was truly a very special wedding!

THEWATCHTOAER- JNE 15, 198 11

e was rushed to



DO YOU APPRECIATE
JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION?

“This is what Jehovah has said: fThe heavens are my throne,
and the earth is myfootstool.s  ISAIAH 66:1.

organrzatron It S0, why do you be- aproblem for some. Singe. Jehovah's heav-
lieve it? You mrght arswer: “‘Well,  enly organization 1s Invisible, how do we
we have a Kingdom Hall, We have a welbw that it really exists? Some may even
arranged congre%atronwrthabody of eldpass through atunneI of doubt, wondering,
We have a duly appointed circuit overseer — How can We be sure?” Well, how can fai
who visits s, Teqularly. We attend orga overcome doubt? Two key ways are Intense
nized assempblies and conventrons We h personal study of God’s"Word and_ regular
a branch office of the Watch Tower Socret?]/ attengance at and involvement in Christian
Inour country. Surely, all of this and mych  meetings. Then we see the light of truth at
more proves that Jefiovah has a functioning  the end of the tunnel. There have been oth-
organrzatron/ er servants of God who have had doubts. Let
Such features amount to evidence of an us consider the case of EIrsha S servant when
organization. But if all we see and appreci-  Israel was under attack Xte Ing of Syr-
ate IS heref jrnheartrh we aQ n{)t ha\J/eha toh la.—Compare John 20:24-29; James 1.5-8;
al grasp of Jehovah’s organization. Jehqva
110 Isaah vl the earth 5 only His foot- ~ One Who Saw the Heavenly Hosts
stool, but the heavens are His throne. (isaish 4 The krn? of Syria sent a heavy military
66:1) Towhich “heavens” was Jehovah refer force b IE othan to capture Eli-
ring? To ouratmoslohere To outer space? O Irshasservant got up early in
to somg other evel of Irfe Isarah speaks o the mornrng and went out perhaRs o get
eova 3 loft abodeo oliness and beau-  some fresh air on the flat roof of their Mid-
"and the ? almist escrrbesthese heaans dle Eastern dwelling, why, what 3 shock he
as “the esta% ished place where he dwells.” gotl A whole, army "of Syrians, with horses
Thus, the “heavens™ at Isajah %6 refers to  and war chariots was surroundrnq the]town
the Invisihle spirit realm in which Jehovah ~ Waiting to capture God's propnet. The ser-
occupies the stpreme, orultrmate position.  vant cfied out to Elisha; "Alds, my master!
—Isaiah 63:15: Psalm 33:13, 1 What shall we do?” Evidently, ca mly and
3 Thergfore, if we truly want to perceive With conviction, Elisha responded: “Do not

be afrard for there are more who are with
and appreciate Jehovah’s organization, we graic, 107 SIETE &1€ MO wno, afe Wi

1 Al fzd)atTo V\elgr&tlty\étrs 'Btﬁn ¥| n%h%frejrlhes B]e r@ hat dﬁtoaplﬁova 'OrlesElrghgat% \rant
ow can We overcome doubts? P

DO YOU belreve that Jehovah has an  must look to the heavens. And therein lies
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vant must have wondered, Where are they?
can't see them!’ ?ornetrmes that mr%ht also
eour problem uretoseewrt]h e eyes
o Hnderstandrng of to perceive, the heaven-

y hosts.—2 Kings 6:8-16; Ephesrans 118,
5EI|sh raye for hrs servants eyes 10 be
ened next? “Immediate-
Je ov the ttendants Byes, S0
at esa oo temount inQus re-
lon ISes an warc rrots of
rrea around Elrs 2 Kings 6:17) Yes, he
Saw t eheaven hosts angelic armjes waif-
Ing. {0 roéec\ 0d’s seryant. Now he could

unéjte)rs an Ersthascgnr ence. e of

0 We spmetimes have a problem of pe
ce tion similar to what Eﬁsihgs servant ad
Are we h) deto see onythe rp Ksrca%sr e of
srtu&tro s thre tendn s or the Christian
work In certain lanqs? If so, can we expect a
specra VISI nto enlig len us? No, beca sewe
avesomet rn thatErshasservant 1Ig not
have—a whole hook containing man?/vrsrons
hhe Bible, which can rdrve us msight ipto the
eavenly organizatio That Inspire Wor
also qives Hurdrn(? }orrncr les to set strarger

our thinki
We must maEe an effort to search for Iscemn-
ment and cultivat precratron ofJehovah S
arangement Ang that we can do b person

stuay, alon wrth7 rager and_meditation.

omans 12712, P ans 4:6; 2 Timothy
3:15-17

Studyrng to Perceive
TPersonal stud IS not necessarrl a pleas-
ntprosgect or ani/l C!)eodpe sucti as those
Y]v gn]ev rengoy y at school or never

teomv unity to en ern It. How-
ever, | ant to ercerv da pre late
Jehovah’s organrzatron WIth our eyes o un-
derstandrng, we must cultivate a desire to

6. How can we lqlet insight into Jehovah's heav-

iy 0
L e e e

study. Can ou enjo ood without
gr%%rr tron As anl(d/hef [ C0Q erlten
t WOrk goes gre arin ﬁfous
eal. Yet, It may be consume
our or less. On’the other hand te ben-
efrts of ers nal stBrdgl can last a. Irf time.
e]rsonal stu %can ome an acqurr taste
When we sef ehﬁrogreswe canrH e
gostle Pal ”9 aid that we s gy
te tant aatt ncd?rprntt?e gur e oéurrse lves to
B Ic r%otq Ing. Cons!)steh)P ttjog IS reqlurred
tte enefits can be everlasting.—1 Tim-

8y Awre man of old said: “ son [or,

dau hter] If you will receive m sa

trea ure my own commaridment

ourse as't a attention to. wis om
our ear, 1 yo ma Incline

ear to discernment: eoVer, o ca

ut for understan n rtse and 'vou

orthgeeurvorc or crnm ntIts |f

orsr er, adas or
treasur

hhat reas Ihe&gr sear |ng or |

ova an ou wr rnd;tag ver)? &%%hv?%dge

God."—Proverbs 2
8. What attitude does Proverbs recommend?
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9Do 7you recognrze where the responsibili-
ty lies? ‘It you™is the repeated phrase. And
notrce the expression, If you keep search-
rng as for hid treasures.” Think of the min-
er who for centuries du? for silver and %old

rn Bolvig, Mexrco South frrca and
hard, ysing picks

ountries. They worked
r? ﬁoves to e>(cavate the rock frontwhich
t e woudget the Precrous metals. They val-
ued gold so"much that n one mine in"Call-
fornia, US.A,, they excavated 367
tunnels, reaching a vertical depth of about
one mrle—Just t0 find gold. Yet, can you eat
gold? Drink gold? Will it sustain you in a des-
ert rfrou arg d¥rn ofhun?er and thirst? No,
Its valle is arA icl Iandabrtra% chanorng
from day to day as reflected In ernte na-
tronal markets. Nonetheless men have died
for It. Now how much effort is it worth o get
%prntual gold “the very knowledge of God™
hink of it the very knowledge ‘of the Sov-
erer% n Lord of th eunrverse his organization,
IS ‘our poses! Int IS regard, e can Use
spiritua prc s and shovels hose are Bible-
base publications th athe us to dig into Je-
ova sWord and discern ts meaning.—Job

Digging for Insight

DLet us.doSome sprrrtual drggrnP in or-
der to begin getting the verY knowledge of
Jenovah’s neavenly-organization, For  key
Insight, let us turn to aniel’s visjon of the
Ancrent of Da S o his throne Daniel writes:
I ept on be odrnr%]untr there werethrones
Blace nd the Ancient of Days sat down
1S cot Ing. Was white 1ust| e snow and

the hair of his head was ike clean wool. H
throne was flames of fire; its wheels Were a
burnrng fire, There was a stream of fire flow-
Ing and going out from before him. There

D el
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miles of

were a thousand thousangs that keFt minis-
tering to him, and ten thousang times ten
thousand that kept standing rr?ht before
him. The Court took its seat, and there were
books that were opened ™ (Daniel 79, 10
Who were these thousands who wer1e minis-
ferin ho marginal references
In tge Rle V\?orJ ransPatron used_as
“nicks” and “shovels,” lead us to such refer-
ences as Psalm 68:17 and Hebrews 1:14. Yes,
the ones ministering were heavenly angels!
1Daniel’s account does not say that he
saw all the faithful angels that God has at
his command. There may be millions more.
But surely we can now appreciate why Elisha
could say: “There are ohe who are with us
than those who are with them.” The army of
the krno of Syria, even though backed up by
unfaithtul angels, the demons, was outnupn-
%Leﬁedgby Jlehovah s heavenly armies!—Psalm

]ZPerha S %/ou would like to know more
about these a eI% such as the role th eX é)

In serving Jehova From the Greek word for
angel we can see that th eg are messen ers
because It also means “messenger.” However
there is much more to their utres To find
out what jt 1s, though, you must d 'ﬁ P,
have avarlable Insight on the Sc tu
you can stu the rtrce AnoNIs

can consult East artrc es in The Watchto er
anout anP You will be amazed how much
you can fearn about these celestial servants
of God and come to aP reciate their sup-
Rort SReveIatron 14:6, 7) However, In God’s
eaven! orqanrzatron some spirit creafures
serve specialized purposes.

What Isaiah Saw
BNow let us do some digging in the vi-

oan Danrgf,; vision help us to under-

e

|s?
ara See in vision, anggﬁ



sion of Isaiah. When Vou read chapter 6,
verses 1to 7, you should be impressed, Isa-
iah says that lie “got to see Jehovah, sitting
on a throne,” and “seraphs were standing
ahove him.” They were calling out about the

lory of Jehovati, extolling his holiness, You
Should be affected even by read_lng)thls aC-
count. What was Isaiah’s reactiori? “I pro-
ceeded to say: Voe to me! For | am as good
as brought fo_silence [in Sheol], because a
man unclean in I|P_s | am, and"In among a
people unclean in lips | am dwellmg; for my
eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of armies
himself”™ How impressed he was with that
vision! Are you?

Publications -
to many sources of clarifying information:

What Did Ezekiel See? _
. BLet us next turn to another type of spir-
it creation. Ezekiel was privileged to have an
Inspiring vision while he was yet a captive in
Babylon.” Qpen your Bible to' Ezekiel chap-
ter 1, the first three verses. How does the ac-
count start? Does It say, ‘Once upon.atime, In
adistant land..."?No, this is no fairy tale in
a mythological time _settm?. Verse 1 states:
“Noiw it came about in the thirtieth year, in
the fourth. month, .on the fifth day of the
month, while | was in the midst of the exiled

% Sofiow was Isaiah able to withstand this People by the river Chebar, that the heavens

glorious sight? He explains that a seraph
Came to his rescue and said: “Your error has
departed and your sin tself is atoned for.

(Isaiah 6:7) Isdiah could trust in God’s mer-
cy and pay attention to Jehovah's words. Now,
would yod not like to know more about these
hlgh-ranklng stt creatures? Then what
must you do? Dig for more information. One
implement to usé would be the Watch Tower

Were opened and | beFan to see visions of
God,” What do you nofice about this verse?
It glves an_exact date and a Rreuse |ace.
Thése details point to the fifth year of the
exile of King Jehoiachin, the year 613 B.C.E.

BThe hand of Jehovah came to be upon
%Iewhat indicates that Ezekiel’s vision is reli-
. What did Ezekiel see?
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Ezekiel, and he began to see an awe-inspiring
vision of Jehovah on a throne in a vast heav-
enly charlot that had huge wheels with eyes
all around the rims. The Uetail that interests
us here s that there were four creatures, one
standing at each wheel, “This was how they
[ooked: “they had the [ikeness of earthhn%
man. And éach one had four faces, and eac
one of them four wings. . . . And as for the
likeness of their faces, the four of them had
a man’s face with a ljon’s face to the right,
and the four of them had a bull’s face on'the
left, the_four of them also had an eagle’s
face."—Ezekiel 15, 6,10.

T What were these four living creatures?

Ezekiel himself tells us that they were cher-
ubs. #Ezeklel 10:1-3 141 Why did they have
four faces? To represent the Sovereign Lord
Jehovah’s four outstandin
eagle’s face was a s mbol
dom. (Job 39:27-29

the bull represent? With the tremendous
strength of its neck and shoulders, a fightin
bull fas been known to lift a horse and rid-
er into the air, Surely, the bull is a symbol of
Jehovah’s limitless power. The lion Is used as
a symbol of courageous justice. Finally

face of a man appropriately represents God S

attriputes, The
f farsighted wis-

}géert{tthat do the four faces of the cherubs rep-

Questions for Review

O To appreciate Jehovah's organiza-
tion, what must we perceive?

O What experience did Elisha's ser-
vant have, and how did the prophet
encourage him?

0O How should we view personal study?

O How do Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel
give details of the heavenly organi-
zation?
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What did the face of

love, since man 1s the only earthly creature
that can manifest thls (] ﬂhty myelflgenﬂ
—Matthew 22:37, 3

BThere are other visions that can heIR us
tq complete th eplcture These include John’s
VISIONS relited | hle Bible h}ook of Revela-
tion. He IKe Ezekie sees Je ova onaN%
rious throne accompanle cherub s
are the cherubs doing? They echo th e ser
a hs’ roclamattono Isaiah chaRter

Iq oly, ho holy 15 Jehovah God tHe

mlg hty, wh o was and who Is and who is
coming.” (Revelation 4:6-8) John also sees a
lamh Tvthe throne. Who might that rePre-
sent? The. ver Lamb of God. Jesus Christ
—Revelation 5:13, 14.

190 by means of these visions, what have
we percéived? That the heavenly organiza-
tion has at its zenlth Jehovah od“on his
throne accompanied (v the Lamb, Jesus
Chrlst who 1S the Word, or Logos, Then we

have seen a heavenly host of angels mclud

%serap sand cherubs. They are part of one

t united organlzatlon se ving'J ehova S

purposes. And one of those purposes is the
Preachmgnofthe good news WorIdW|de inthis
ime of the end— ark 13:10: John 1:1-3:
Revelation 14

DFinally, We have Jehovahs Witnesses
on earth meeting in their Kingdom Halls
In order to learn” how to do the Sovereign
Lord’s will. Surely, now we can_appreciate
that there are more who are with us than
those who are Wlth Satan and the enemies
of the truth, There remains the question,
What doest e heavew %a zatlon ave
to do with tePreac Kingdom
good news? The Tollowing article WI|| exam
ine that and other matters.

he ] stIe John add;o our per-

18, How
%DWEOH&/E IS St F( Orﬁaaf] aVE YOU perceived

?meg art% st on %e answered in the fol-



JEHOVAH'S organization
SUPPORTS YOUR MINISTRY

@ sawanother angelflying in midheaven, and he had everlasting
good news to declare as glad tidings. "—REVELATION 145,

the role of Jehovah's heavenly the Great, It can be said, as'it was of the
organization |n supporting the early Christians, that “fruly as regards this
Christian m|n|str ? Well, could Jehovah’s  sect'it is known to us that everywhere it is
Witnesses have accompllshed the preach-  spoken acgamst Just as the Jewish clergy
ing of the good news of God’s King- hrist’s time fought tooth and nail

WHY IS it soimportant to recognize  at the |nst|?at|on of the clergy of Babylon

dom throughout a hostile world to stop his ministry, so the cler-
W|thout the sun%rt of Jehgvah’s g¥ and aposates, ‘in league with
heavenly hosts |tnesses have heir political paramodrs, have
done such preaching d unng a tried to suffocate the great ed-
century of extreme’ national ucational witness work of Je-
ism, totalltarlan polltlcaI%}/ hovan's people —Acts 28:22;
tems, world wars, and sun ry Matthew 26:59, 65-67.
adversities. Without Jeho- 3 Take as an example
vah’s help could the Witness- happened in Poland on
esthavel BUfVlVed fthe m&er March 1,1946, Henryka Zur, a
national barrage Ol Préjudice, 15-year-old Witness girl from
bias, and oftén violent per- nearyCheIm acconpanied an-
against them? —F|>sa|rns347 b it IllmereSTtﬁd people nl]( 3 neabr
val In_Spite Village. 1Nney WEre pICKed u
of \R/%rYdWMe Opp osition m%mbergofaCa¥hoI|c m|I|tarK‘squad
In this 20th century enem|es both reli- C?IIed Narodowe Slly Zh ro ne (Nation

glous and poI|t|caI have ra|se everY pos- FArmed Forces). Th rothe was Severe-
sible obstacle, legal and otherwise, 10 t heaten but escaped with_his life. Nt so
to prevent or stiffe Jehovah’s work. Ch ns- |thHen ka. She as horribly tortured for

tian brothers and sisters_have been per- they tried to”force her to
secuted, misrepresented, libeled, and sﬁ)an- Egthe Catﬁ()lilﬁ dSIgT n of the Cross One of

! ertormentors s nk Inside whatever
dered ‘many have even been killed—often ou Aant 10 JqSt ke he Catnollc Sion of

L o have “e%wyvahsmg;nesses been tested, the cross. Otherwise a bullet awaits you!
? jans o?[[n)e i centH]reyr%n%ﬁEWc)eseentM G ﬁykg\/%},?canwe learn from the integrity of Hen-
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Jehovah's Witnesses preach wherever
and whenever people are to be found

been ferociously attacked %y the golrtrcal
ele ? any. Witnesses avef) Hmar
tyred for theirfaith. Even so-called emoc
racies have tried to im edet e reach mgo
the good news..As far back l In Cana-
da and the United ?ta es, t e cegy Instl-
ate accsations of subversion agamnst the
e Stugents, as t eWrtnﬁsses were then
nown. Offl orals ofthe W tc To er Soclet
were wrongly imprisqned, ater bein
exonerated.—Revelation 117 12:17,
5Satan has used every means af his dis-
posal to try to stog the Wrtnessrnq Work
of Christ’s” brothers and their ILy
Hanrons Yet, as S0 man experren ess
erther threats, intimidation, physical vr
Did she weaken in her integrity? No. The re- OGHCG rrsons OHCG tration ca S, nor
ligious cowards dragged her into a nearby ~ even d s §j ence Jenovah’s tnes%
forest and shot her. Siil, she was victort: £ Andt IS as heen the case down throu

r history. Time and again, Elisha’s words have
ousR Jrh]ghshg% E1)‘a3r|9ed tobreakherrntegrrty serve§ g an encalragement. Do nohb
4 For over one hundred years, Godsafra' or th ere are more who are wit
modern-day servants have been treated goﬁnjst saet V‘gl?f‘?g‘(]'te St oeur?nur%]grrta
harshI\Xlan disrespectfully. Because Jeho- evrlshordes —2K|ng 616 Acts 5:37-30

vah's |tnesses are not, and do not WISh to

be, a part of Satansmarnstream rel |g|ons _
they are. viewed as fitting prey for anré Jehovah Blesses Zealous Preachln%
ased critic or fanatical 0pponent Theymave  6ln the course of the 20th century, Je

#For further examples, see the 1994 Yearbook 5 \What Wordé have served to encourage Jeho-
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, pages 217-20.

arl mad
b e oot and el ol rsra@ i ee§ i e Bl
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vah’s Witnesses have used many advances
in technology in order to amplify and speed
up the great work of Wrtnessrn% before
the end comes. Back in 1914, Pastor Rug-
sell, frrst resident of the Watch Tower Bi-
ble’ an ract Socret%/ promoted the earI
use of slides and motion prctures synch ro
nized with a Bible-based commen ar on
Bhonograph records In_an eight-hou
le_production called “The Photo- Drama
of Creation.” It amazed audiences in. many
countries at that time. Later on, in the
1930°s and 1940%, the Witnesses became
known for their Rouse-to-house preachin
with portable E)honographs using recor
mos of Bible talks presented by J. F. Ruth-
erford, the second presrdent of the Society.
7In 1943 a bold step was taken under
the direction of Nathan H. Knorr, the third
president of the Society, when It was de-
cided to set up.a school for ministers in
every congregation. The Witnesses would
be trained to preach and teach from house
to house without the use of phonograph
recordings. Since then, other schoolshave
been organized to frain missionaries, full-
time pioneer ministers, congregation el-
ders, and responsible overSeers in the
branches of the Watch Tower Society. What
has been the result?

8Back in 1943, in the midst of World
War 11, there were only 129,000 Witnesses
active In 54 lands. Yet they had faith and
determination that Matthewr 24:14 would be
fulfilled before the end came. They were
convinced that Jehovah would have the im-
Bortant warning message proclaimed first
efore the sequence ofevents that would
bring an end to this corrupt system of
thrng (Matthew 24:21: Revelation 16:16;
19:11-16, 1921 20:1-3) Have their efforts
been rewarded?

8. How did Witnesses show great faith in 1943?

9There are now at least 13 countries that
have more than 00,000 actrve Witness-
es each. Several o these are ands d mr
atedb the Cat o, Church. Yet, loo g
esrtu tron Brazr as some 450,000 fu

lishers of the good news, and over 1
000 attended the Memorial of Chris sdeath
In 197 Mexrco IS another examge Wit
near X Witnesses and over 1600 -

t the Memorral ceIe ration. Ot er
Catholrc countries are Italy (some 2
Witnesses France about”125,000), Sarn
over 105,000), and Argentina (m re ﬁ
5,000). In the United States, W eret
Protestant, Catholrc and Jewrsh rel rrw
predominate, there are some 9
nessei and over 2,000,000 attended the Me
morra re 3/ reat crows are streamrn
t Bari n reat, the world empir
se re ron Wrt rts mystrcal teachrng

and are tu ning fo God’s Simple and sure
promises of “new heavens and a new eartn.’
=2 Peter 3:13: Isaiah 2:3, 4 65:17: Revela-
tion 18:4, 5 21:1-4,

Adap tm to the Needs of PeopIe

I]?h{]lan o ew 0 have turne to Jeho-
va throligh rrst Jesus were oun from
house to oua John 3:16; 8ts 20:20) But
other methods have been Used. Times have
changed, and economic conditions ar such
that “many women now work ou side th e
home. Often, during teweek ew e
can be found at home Thus, Jehovah's rt
nesses have adapted to the situation. [ike
Jesus and the earl drscrpIeB the 80 where
and when the people are to be found.—Mat-
1h7e\{r£3511729 h: Mark 6:34: 10:1: Act5214

flWitnesses are taking the initiative and
9. Wrgat cts show that the witness work has
lave circumstances changed in some

?oﬁor:‘?v AT, Ay neses preaching

thewatchtower— June i5, i998 19



are discreetl preachlng to peo-
pleinlarge p rkln areas, shop-
pm ma s actones othces
and businesses, schoals, po-

lice stations, gas stations,
hotels and restaurants, and
onthe streets. In fact, they
preach wherever people

can be found. And when
oeople are at home, then

he Witnesses continue
calling on them there. This
adaptable and pragmatic ap-
proach 1sresulting in In-
frteased dlstwbutln&n of Bible
iteratyre. Sheeplike ones are
being found. Ne\Pv Bible studies
are being started, The greatest
educational work in huan his-
tonf IS being_carried out zeal-
ously b;i over five and a half mil-
lion”volunteer m|n|sterts| Do Jou have the
grr]lswzlege of etn%oneo them?—2 Corinthi-

What Motlvates Jehovah s Witnesses?
]2H este eavenl or anlzatlon fit
into aI oft |s7 |saiah prophes ed our
sons WI ersons tau ht b Je ova
d the peace o our so s wifl be ahun-
dant (Isaiah 54:13) Jehovah is teachtnﬁ
this worIdW|de untted brotherh%od throu
nis visible oroanlzanon on eart
dom Halls at conventions, and at asse
blies. tay and LPeace result, Jeh?vahs
teachi 9 s produced aunlﬂg eople,.e
Bcate ove one another ard ther nej
or as themselves not to hate their pel
bors, wherever th (ey ma |ve|nth|s d|V|S|ve
and divided world —Matthew 22
]3Love IS what motivates Jehovah S W|t

ate ec 85‘30 htteeac}t]nrg s, people?
R Uh L |C(¥|rect|on is
|nvo ved i T reaching
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Earlier in this
century, phonographs
were used to spread
the Kingdom message

nesses to continue preachmg In
spite of apathy or persécy-
tion. (L Corinthians 13:1-8)
They know that their_life-
saving work is being direct-
ed from heaven, &S Reve-
lation 14:6 states. What
1 s the message that is be-
|n(I1 proclaimed under an-
gelic direction? “Fear God
and give him glory, because
the hour of thé ju %ment by
him has arrived, and so wor-
ship the One who made the
heaven and the earth and sea
and fountains of waters.” The
preachlng of the Kingdom good
news exalts Jehovah’s name.
Peo eare belnlg invited tQ give
([; y 10 the Creator, God, not
0 Creatures and blind evolu-
tion. And why is the preach |ng work so ur-
gent Becausg the hour of ju glment has ar-
fived—judgment aqalnst ab%/ on the Great
and all other aspects of Satan’s visible sys
tem of things.—Revelation 14:7; 18:8-10.
UNo dedicated Christian is exempt from
this preaching work. Spiritual elders take
the lead in preaching with the congrega-
tion. Trained pioneers are full¥ occupied
In the work. Zealous publishers of the King-
dom message, whether able to preach onlya
few hours & month or many, are spreading
the message into every corner of the earth,
—Matthew 28:19, 20; Hebrews 137, 17.
BHas all this effort made an impact on
the world? One simple_proof that it has is
the number of tlmes Jehovah’s Witnesses
are featured on T programs and in news
columns. These often Righlight our per-

14, \l\tho are involved in this great teaching cam-
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sistence and determination to reach every-
body. Yes, our, zeal and constant presence
make a deep impression, even if the ma-
jority of people reject the message and the
messengers!

Our Zeal to Comﬁlete the Witness
. BWe do not know how much more time
is left for this system of things, nor do
we need to know as long as our motive in
serving Jehovah is pure. (Matthew 24:36;
1 Corinthians 13:1-3) But we do know that
In order for Jehovah’s love, power, and {us-
tice to be manifest, the good news must be
preached “first.” (Mark 13:10) Therefore, re-
ﬁardless of how many years we may eager|

ave awaited the end of this wicked, unjust,
and violent world, we must zealously live up
to our dedication In accord with our circum-
stances, We may be elderly or sick, but we
can still serve Jehovah with the zeal that we
had in our younger or healthier days. May-
be we canno longer. manage to spend as
much time in the ministry"as we former-
y did, but we can_certairily maintain the
quality of our sacrifice of praise to Jehovah.
—Helrews 13:15.

ITherefore, whether young or old, let us
show zeal and share our"positive new world
message with all we meet, Let us e like
the shy seven-year-old le In Australia who
went with her’mother t0 the store. She had
heard at the Kingdom Hall how important
It is for all to, preach, so she put wo Bi-
ble brochures in her bag. While her moth-
er was busy at the counter, the little girl
disappeared. When her mother looked “for
her, there she was offering a brochure to
a lady! The mother went over to apologize
for any annoyance her daughter might have

T e
might help us al ong &xp

caused the lady. But the lady had gramous—
ly accepted the brochure. When the moth-
ér again was alone with her daughter, she
asked her how she %qt the courage to ap-
roach a stranqer. “l just said, Ready, Set,
LAnd | went!” =
BWe all need a spirit like that of the
Australian girl, especially in order to ap-
proach strangers or even officials with the
good news. We may fear rejection. Let us
not forget what Jesus said: “Do not become
anxious about how or what you will speak
In defense or what you will say; for the holy
spirit will teach you in that very hour the
thmgs you ought to say."—Luke 12:11, 12,
BSo trust in the help of God’s spirit as
k/ou approach pelg{)_le In"a kindly. way with
he good news. Millions put their trust in
often unworthy men and women who are
here todaﬁ and r(%one tomorrow. We trust
in Jehovah and is heavenly organization
—Christ Jesus, the holy angels, and resur-
rected anointed Christians—who are alive
forever! Therefore, remember: “There are
more who are with us than those who are
with them "2 Kings 6:16.

S
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How Do You Answer?

O What role has God's heavenly or-
ganization played in the survival of
Jehovah's people?

O What political and religious ele-
ments have attacked Jehovah's Wit-
nesses in the 20th century?

O How have Jehovah's Witnesses
adapted their ministry to the needs
of the times?

0O What motivates you to preach?
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Jesus

The Ruler "Whose Origin
IS from early times"

CITEMENT mounts as you await the
arrival of a long- Iost refative. Finally,
FOU meet him dnd greet him warmly.

You sten attentively as fe teIIs you wh¥ h|s
they sent him to visit you. Then the |
qumkly arrives for his return home. Sadl y
Kou id him good-bye. The loss you feel at
IS departure diminishes when néws arrives

that he has reached home safely.
Later, when searching througih some old
Bapers you become aware of Tetters that
riefly mention your relative’s exploits Ionq
beforg he started out on his journgy to mee
you. What those letters tell you offers inter-
estmg Insights into his background and en-
hances your appreciation for both his visit
and his present work.

“From Early Times”

Among_ the old paoers avajlable to first-
centyry “Jews were the writings of God’s
prophét Micah, recorded some Seven hun-
dred years prewousy These Oompomt the
Messiah’s birthplace, “You, 0 Bethlehem
Ephrathah, the one too little to ?et to be
among the thousands of Judah, from you
there will come out t? me the one who js to
become ruler n Israel, whose grigin is from
early times, from the days of time indef-
nite.” (Micah 5:2) True to hese Words Jesus
was born n the Judean villa eo Bethlehem
In what Is now called th eg
how could his origin be “fr early tlmes”7

Jesus had a prehuman existence, In his
letter tothe Christians in Colossag, the apos-
tle Paul described Jesus as “the iImage of the
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invisible God, the firstborn ofall creation.”
—Colossians 1:15.

Jehovah, the Source of wisdom, created
his first Son as his ‘earliest achieve Jngrg
{0, use_the Inspire expresaon recorde 1y

mg Solomon'in the book of Proverbs. A
ter Jesus’ svourn neaﬁth nd his reéurg
to heaven, he testified that he wag Indee
“the beginning of the creation by God.” As
wisdom personified, the prehuma Jesus de-
clared henl[Je ova preEared the heav-
ens | was there."—Proverbs 8:22, 23, 2T
Revelation 3:14.

From the start, God’s Son. received a
un| ue asmgnm Lthat of being “master

h " aloigside hig Father. Wh téog/t 1S

roug t {0 Jenovah! ® cametobe n
Jehovah Was spemal 3/ fond of ay oy d ly
otes Proverps 8 ddlng, being glad
before him all the t|

Jehqvah later |nV|ted hIS fws(tho N Son to
share In the creation of uman eus
make man in odr image,” e declared, “a
cording to our likeness.” (Genesis L1:26) s
a resuft, another fondness deveIoRed The
thmgs was fond of,” exPIalnedteprehu

an” Jesus erew esonsfo men

Proverbs831 Att ebe%mnmgo his (05-

el, the ap 0? e John ac nowe ded Jesus’
rehuman role |n creahﬁ nQs came
nto existence th r%ur%; im, an aQ [t from
lTOP]Ot even one thirfy came into eXistence.”

Jehgvah’s Spokesman
John’s words draw attention to another
privilege that God’s Son enjoyed, namely, be-



ing a spokesman. From the beginning, he
sefved as the Word. Thus, when Jehiovah
spoke to Adam, and |ater when he addressed

dam together with Eve, he likely did so
through the Word. And who better to con-
vey God’s instructions for mankind’s wel-
fare than one who had a fondness for them?
-John 1.1, 2 _

How it must have pained the Word to see
Eve and then Adam disobey their Creator!
And_how he must have yearned to remedy
the ills their disobedience brought on their
offsénrmg! (Genesis 2:15-17; 3.6, 8; Romans
5:13 Addressm? Satan, who_ had encour-
aged Eve to rebel, Jehovah declared: “I shall
But enmity between you and the woman and
etween your seed and her seed.” (Gene-
sis 3:15) Having witnessed what happened

Joshua meets the prince
of Jehovah's army

in Eden, the Word realized that as
the primary part of the woman’s
seed,” he Would become the target
of vicious hatred. He knew that Sa-
tan was a mansIaYer.—John 8:44,

When Satan later questioned
faithful Job’s integrity, the Word
must have felt outrage at the slan-
derous accusations I2veled a% inst
his Father, (Job L1.6-10; 2:1- 3 In-
deed, in his Tole as archangel, the
Word 1s known as Michael, whose
name means “Who Is Like God?”
and indicates how he champions
Jehovah against all who aspire o
usurp_Go ’s_sovere|glnty.—Dan|eI
12:1; Revelation 12:7-10;

As the history of Isragl un-
furled, the Word observed Satan’s
attempts to turpn humans away
from pure warship. Following the
Exodus from E?ypt, God told"Isra-

el through Moses: “Here Tam sendln% an an-
gel ahead of you to keep you on the road
and to bring you into the place that | have
prepared. Watch yourself because of him
and obey his voice. Do not behave rebellious-
ly against him, for he will not pardon your
transgression; because my name is within
him.” _&Exodus 23:20, 21) Who was this an-
gel? Likely, the prehuman Jesus.

Faithful Subjection

Moses died in 1473 B.CE., and his body
was buried “in the valley in the land of
Moab in front of Beth-pedr.” (‘Deuteronomy
345, 6) Apparently, Satan wanted to use the
corpse, JJoss_|bI to promote idolatry. Michael
opposed this but s,ubmwswelX deferred to
the authority of his Father, Jehovah. ‘Not
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TESTIMONY TO A PREHUMAN EXISTENCE

Jesus' own words, as noted below, abundantly
testify to his prehuman existence:

O "No man has ascended into heaven but he
that descended from heaven, the Son of man."
— John 3:13.

O "Moses did not give you the bread from heav-
en, but my Father does give you the true bread
from heaven. For the bread of God is the one who
comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world. ... | have come down from heaven to do,
not my will, but the will of him that sent me."
— John 6:32, 33, 38.

O "This is the bread that comes down from heav-
en, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. | am
the living bread that came down from heaven; if
anyone eats of this bread he will live forever."
— John 6:50, 51.

O "What, therefore, if you should behold the Son
of man ascending to where he was before?"
— John 6:62.

daring to bring'e/[iudgment against Satan in
abusive terms,” Michdel warned Satan: “May
Jehovah rebuke you."—Jude 9,

Israel next be?an its conquest of the
Promised Land of Canaan, Near the city
of Jericho, Joshua received reassurance of
the Word’s continuing oversight of the na-
tion. There he met UE) with a man carry-
ing a drawn sword. Joshua walked up to
the stranger and asked: “Are Xou for us or
for our adversaries?” Imagine Joshua’s sur-
P_rlse when the stran?er revealed his iden-
ity, saying: “No, but I—as prince_of the
army of Jéhovah | have now come.” Litle
wonder that Joshua fell on his face before
this exalted representative of Jehovah, no
doubt the prehuman Jesus who would lat-
er become “Messiah the Leader."—Joshua 5:
13-15; Daniel 9:25.

A further confrontation with Satan took
Blace in the days of God’s prophet Daniel.

n this occasion Michael supported his fel-
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O "My witness is true, because | know where |
came from and where | am going. . . . You are
from the realms below; | am from the realms
above. You are from this world; | am not from this
world."— John 8:14, 23.

O "If God were your Father, you would love me,
for from God | came forth and am here. Neither
have | come of my own initiative at all, but that
One sent me forth."— John 8:42.

0O "Most truly | say to you, Before Abraham came
into existence, | have been."— John 8:58.

0O "Father, glorify me alongside yourself with the
glory that | had alongside you before the world
was. Father, as to what you have given me, | wish
that, where | am, they also may be with me, in or-
der to behold my glory that you have given me,
because you loved me before the founding of the
world."— John 17:5, 24.

low angel when the demon prince of Persia
‘stood In opposition’ for three weeks. The
angel explained: “Look! Michael, one of the
foremost princes, came to help me; and |, for
my part, remained there heside the kings of
Pérsia."—Daniel 10:13, 21.

Prehuman and Human Glory
In 778 B.CE., the Kear Judean Klng Uzzi-
ah died, God’s proR_et |saiah beheld a vi-
sion of Jehovah on his lofty throne, “Whom
shall 1 send, and who will go for us?
asked Jehovah, Isaiah volunteered, but Jeho-
vah warned him that his fellow [sraelites
would be unresponsive to his declarations.
The apostle John compared the unbelievin
Jews of the first century to the people o
Isaiah’s day, and noted; “Isaiah said these
things becduse he saw his glory.” Whase glo-
ry? That of Jehovah and of the prehuman
Jesus ann%S|de him in the heavenly courts.
-Isaiah 6:1, 8-10; John 12:37-41,



Some centuries later came Jesus’ greatest
assignment up to that time. Jehovah trans-
ferred the life force of his beloved Son from
heaven into the womb of Mary. Nine months
|ater she 9ave birth to a haby boy, Jesus.
E?Luke“Z :1-7, 21) In the words of thé apostle

aul: “When the full limit of the time ar-
rived, God sent forth his Son, who came to
be out of awoman. &Galattans 4:4) Likewise
the apostle John acknowledged: “The Word
became flesh and resided among us, and we
had a view of his glory, a glory’such as be-
longs to an onlr bégotten son from a father:
and"he was full of undeserved kindness and
truth."—John 1:14,

Messiah Appears

At Ieast by the age of 12, the young Je-

sus a come to appremate that he must be
K doin |s eavenl Father’s business.
uke 2 Some I Years later, Jesus

came to John the Baptist at the Jordan River
and was ba J)ttzed As Jesus prayed, the heav-
ens opened, and the holy Spirit descended
on him. Imagine the flood o memories that
came to. mind as he recalled the_countless
millenniums he had served alongside his Fa-
ther as master worker, spokesman, prince of
God’s army, and as the archangel, Michael,
Then came the thril of hearing his Father’s
v0|ce telling John the BaPttst “This Is my

Son, the béloved, whom | have approved.
—Matthew 3:16, 17; Luke 3:21 22.

John the Baptist certainly did not doubt
Jesus’ prehuman existence. As Jesus ap-

roached him, John declared: “See, the

amh of God that takes away the sin of the
world!” And he added: “This is the one about
whom | said, Behing me there comes a man
who has advanced In front of me because
he existed before me.” (John 1:15, 29,
The apostle John too knew of Jesus’ preex-
istence. “He that comes from above is over
all others,” he wrote, and: “He that comes

from heaven is over all others. What he has
seen and heard, of this he bears witness.”
—John 3:31, 32
About the year 61 CE., the apostle Paul
unI;led Hebrew Chnsttans to appreciate the
Imp ortance of Messmhs arrival on
earth an his work as gh Prigest. Draw-
Ing attentton to Jesus’ role as SRo esman
Paul wrote: “God . . . has at the end of
these dah/s SPOKEN t% us b means of a Son
V(th\%om e made the s stenlsof
thmg er this refers to Jesus roeas
‘master worker” at creation or to his involye-
ment in God’s progressive arrangements for
man’s reconcliliation, Paul here adds his tes-
ttmony to Jesus’ prehuman existence.—He-
brews 1:1-6; 2:9.

Loyalty From “Early Times”

To first-century Christians in, PhI|IPpI
Paul aFdressed this exhortﬁtton Keep thi
mental attitude n you that was also_ in
Christ Jestus who, alt ou%h ne was existin
in_God’s form, qave no consideration to
setzure namely, that he should be equal to
God. No, but hie emptied himself and 0ok a
slave’s form and came to be m the |keness
of men. More than that, when h Oét
sel 'Q fashlong man, hehum mself
and became obedient as far as deat ges
death onatorture stake.” gPhlll |an32 1
Jehovah ovingly respond d to Jesus’ loya
course Kresurrectmg Im and then weI
coming him back homie to h eaven Whata
sterhng examRIe of mtegnty th rou% aeons
of time Jesus has left for ust—1 Peter 2:21.

How grateful we are for the ghmpses the
Bible provides ofJesHs prehuman existence!
They sureg strengthen our resolve to |m|
tate"his example of loyal serwce es ec IY
now that he reigns as Kmq Mess
anic Kingdom. "Let us hail the “Pnnce of
Peace,” nst Jesus, our Governor and Ru
erh whose onﬁ;m Is from early times”LIsa-
Ia Mica
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T RUE

JUSTICE

WHEN anD HOW?

fear from true ust|ce [ndeed, citizens
most everyw ere have reason to be
?ratetul If their” country has a_legal sys-
that tries t? ensure US'[IC? Such a sys-
tem Involves a framework of laws, a gollce

T HE innocent should havg N thmg to

force to enforce them, and courts to admin-

|ster l]ustlce True ChrIStlﬁnS respect t é

|C|a }qst%m mi/v ich they . lIve, mh P
the Biblical admonltlon to

su rjlectlon to the superior authorities."—Ro-

mans 13:1-7.

However, judicial systems in various coun-
tries have made harmful and embarraf
Ing. errors.* Instead of punis mq the gmoy

and p rotectmg the innocent, at times’inn
cent Heé) e have heen punished for crimes
they did not commit, O er indivi ualshve
?gent gears in er% to be released

8 letio %eh

entence ami serl
ous doubt as to whether they were guilty

*Inthe asm ent e heI‘ETheWatchtower
Hngﬁl(trsteg e%u %rgt? encerﬁwfa?ﬁ%‘lrgtw
iclal SyS er
MM[XO@S? 03?{ arother |sa i% tqne
t:% acsas ey Were known at the time
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and their conviction was warranted. Hence,
many are asking, W||| there ever be true
{Nsuce for everyone? If so, when and how?

hom can we'trust to protect the inno-
cent? And what hope is there for victims of
injustice?

Justice Gone Wrong

In the 1980', Germany witnessed “one of

the most sensat|ona| processes of the post-
war period,” durln? which a mother was
sent to prison for Tife for murdering her
two daughters. Years later, however, the ev-
idence against her was reevaluated, and_she
was released endm? a new trial. Die Zeit
reported in 1995 thaf the original judgment
“could rovetobeag d|C|aIerror Uptothe
time of writing, this woman had spent nine
years in prison syrrounded by uncertainty
as to her guilt or innocence.

One November evening in 1974, the city
center of Birmingham, England, was rocked
by the exPIosmn of two bombs that killed 21
persons. It was an event that “no one In Bir-
mingham will ever forget,”wrote Chris Mul-
len, 2 member of Parliament. Later, “six in-
nocent men were convicted of the biggest



murder in British history.” Later their cgn-
victions were quashed—but_ only after the
men had spent 16 years behind bars!

?r? counsel Ken Crrsprn reported on a
case that “captured tePu ic |mag|nat|on
in g manne[ unr Ue In the annas of Aus-

tra 1an ega histor amily was camp-
near Brs ocgw entherrb%bydrsap
ere neverto oundagarn emother

was charged with murder convrcte d
sentence dt%hfer rrsonment n 1987, a
ter she had been Incarcerated f or over three
ears an official |n%urr3/foun that th eevr

St S g

tron S

An 18-year-old woman living in the south-
ern Unjtéd States was murdered in 1986,
A middle-aged man was charged convicted,
and sentenced to death. He spent. six years
on death row before 1t was established that
he had nothing to do with the crime,

Are these rare examples of judicial mis-
takes? Davrd Rudovsk%/ of the Unrversrt of
Pennsylvania Law School notes: “I'ye een
In the system or about 25 years and seen a
lot of cases. | would say those convrcted who
are in fact mnocent gques& etween
five and 106" Crispin asks isturh |n%

question: “Are there other innocent peopl
srttrnfq dejectedly 1n prison cells?” How are
such fragic mistakes possible?

H udicial Systems
\)t}mﬁr]-f]uman% Xﬁnesses

“No human s%stem can expect to be per-
fect.” stressed e British Court of Arfpeal
In 1991 A judicial system can be only as
r;ust and de endable as the people who' de-
Ign ang administer 1t. Pegple are prone to
erfor, dishonesty, and rerudrce ence,. it
should come as’no Surprise that man’s %r
drcral systems manrfef exactly these sa
laws. Consicer the following.

Accordrng to Judde Rolf Bender of Ger-
many, in 95 percent of all criminal cases,

statements from witnesses are decisive as
evidence, But are such witnesses in court al-
ways reliable? Judr[te Bender thinks not. He
estimates that half the witnesses who ap-
pear in court tell untruths. Bernd Schune-
mann, professor ordinarjus of criminal law
at the.University of Munich, Germany, made
a similar observation. In an interview with
Die Zeit, Schiinemann confirmed that state-
ments of witnesses are the prrncrpal—albert
unreliable—form of evidence, “I'would say
the typical reason for errors of justice is that
the judge relies on unreliable Statements of
Witnesses.”

Witnesses are fallible; so are the police.
Particularly following a crime that causes

Imperfect judicial
systems
— along with corrupt
government, debased
religion,
and unprincipled

Be are a
reflection of a
human society that
is in need of a major
restructuring

public outralge the police come under pres-
sure to make an arrest. Under such cir-
cumstances, individual Pohcemen have suc-
cumbed to the temgtat on to manufacture
evidence or to force a suspect fo confess.
When the six men who Were convrcted of the
Birmingham bombip swer rel egse

rrtrsh newspager e Independent car
ried th)er rheadhnQ C%onvrcctr:o(nr f Six Blamed

U li di

|mes “Pghce lied, colluded and dgecerved 8
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COMFORT FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

In November 1952, Derek Bentley and Christo-
pher Craig broke into a warehouse in Croydon,
near London, England. Bentley was 19 years of
age and Craig was 16. The police were called,
and Craig shot and killed one of the policemen.
Craig served nine years in prison, whereas Bent-
ley was hanged for murder in January 1953.

Bentley's sister, Iris, campaigned for 40 years
to clear his name of a murder he did not commit.
In 1993, the Crown issued a pardon in respect of
the sentence, admitting that Derek Bentley should
never have been hanged. Iris Bentley wrote about
the case in the book Let Him Have Justice:

"About a year before the shooting he met a
Jehovah's Witness in the street . . . Sister Lane
lived not far from us at Fairview Road and she in-

In some cases, prejudice may make the
police and public suspect individuals of
a certain race, refigion, or nationality. As
U.S.News & Worlo'Report comments, solv-
ing a crime can then deteriorate into “an is-
sug of racism rather than reason.”

Once a case reaches court, deisions may
be affected not only. by what witnesses say
but also by scientific “evidence. In the .in-
creasingly” complicated field of forensics,
judge or jury may be called upon to de-
ude_gunt_ or innocénce based on ballistics or
the identification of fingerprints, handwrit-
ing, blood grouPs, hair color, textile threads
or” DNA samples. One lawyer noted that
courts are faced with baten%s of scien-
tists describing procedures of bewildering
complexity.” _

Moreover, the magazine Nature notes
that not all scientistS agree on the inter-
Bretatlon of forensic evidence. “There can

e.genuine d|sa?reement between forensic
scientists.” Sad to say, “faulty forensic evi-
dence has already begn responsible for more
than its fair share of faulty convictions.
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vited Derek round to listen to Bible stories. . . .
What was good was that Sister Lane had the Bi-
ble stories on records, which she lent him [since
Derek was a poor reader]. ... He used to come
back and tell me what she'd told him, things like
we'll all come back again after we're dead.”

Iris Bentley visited her brother on death row pri-
or to his execution. How did he feel? "Those things
that Sister Lane told him helped him over those
last few days."— lItalics ours.

Should you suffer hardship from an error of jus-
tice, it would be good for you to read and med-
itate on Bible truths. This can provide great com-
fort, for Jehovah God is "the Father of tender
mercies and the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our tribulation."— 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.

No matter where we live, all #udlmal Sys-
tems currently in operation reflect human
shortcomings.”So whom can we trust to pro-
tect the innocent? Can we hope ever to have
true justice? And what hope Is there for vic-
tims of judicial error?

“l, Jehovah, Am Loving Justice”
Should. you or a member of your famil
be the victim of an error of justice, Jeho-
vah God and his Son, Jesus, récognize what
you are going through. The most Rorrendous
mg]u_stlce of all time was committed when
Christ was executed on a torture stake. The
apostle Peter tells us that Jesus “committed
nosin.” Yet, he was accused by false witness-
es, found gunt%(, and executed.—1 Peter 2

22: Matthew 26:3, 4 59-62.

Imagine how Jehovah must have felt
ahouf such mistreatment of his Son! Jus-
tice Is, one of Jehovah's cardinal qualifies,
The Bible tells us; “All his we%s are justice,
—Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 335 ©

_Jehovah gave Israel an outstandmg judi-
cial system.”In the case of an unsolved mur-



A horrendous injustice
was committed when Christ
was executed

dﬁr, the death was atoned for by sacrifice.
There was no pressure to splve every crime
at the ris ? onvicting ap Innocent persoP.
No one cou e(ionwce o,,murdgr urely
on circumstantial or scientific evidence; at
least two eyewitnesses were needed. %eu-
teronomy 17:6; 21:1-9) These examﬁ es Show
that Jehovah has high standards and Is con-

cerned that justice be administered proper-
Iy. Indeed, e says: “I, Jehovah, am loving
justice.”—lsaian 61.8, _

Of course, Israel’s judicial system was in
the ‘hands of humars who had shortcom-
mgs similar to ours. There were cases when
the law was applied wrongly. King Solomon
wrote: “If you see an% oppression of the one
of little means and the Violent taking away
of gudgment and of righteousness in & gurls-
dictional district, do it be amazed over the
affair."—Ecclesiastes 5:8. N
. Jehovah was able to correct the injus-
tice done to his Son. The certainty. of this
strengthened Jesus, who “for thejoy that
was Set before him . . . endured a torture
stake.” Similarly, the joyful prosgect of liv-
Ing on a paradise earth under th rulersh!P
of"the Messiah, with true gustlce Rreval -
Ing, can strengthen us to éndure hearing
about or even experiencing Injustice in this
old system. There is no harm or mdury that
Jehovah cannot put right in his due’ time.
Even ones who lose their lives through a ju-
dicial mistake may experience a résurréc-
tion.—Hebrews 12:2; Acts 24:15.

If we suffer as victims of injustice, we can

be grateful that many judicial systems have
legal channels that niay enable Us to correct
the situation. Christiaris may use such chan-
nels. Howevey, they bear in"mind this fact:
Imperfect judicial Systems are a reflection of
a human society that Is In need of a major
restructuring. That is shortly to take place
—at God’s hand. -
. Jehovah will soon do away with this un-
just \?\}/stem of _thlg\ﬂ]s_ ﬁnq _reﬁlace It with
a New system in whic rlﬁ] teousness 1S
tﬁ dwell.” We can have abs(? ute. confidence
that our Creator will then administer justice
through his Messianic Km_g, Jesus Christ.
True justice for everyone IS near at hang!
How grateful we car be for this prospect.
—2 Peter 3:13.
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Jesus urged: "Exert yourselves vigorously to
get in through the narrow door, because
many, | tell you, will seek to get in but will
not be a b I e (Luke 13:24) What did he
mean, and how does it apply today?

We can best understand this interesting passage
by considering its setting. Some six months before
his death, Jesus was in Jerusalem during the anni-
versary of the rededication of the temple. He spoke
of being the shepherd of God's sheep but pointed
out that the Jews in general were not among such
sheep because they refused to listen. When he said
that he was "one" with his Father, the Jews lifted
up stones to stone him. He escaped to Perea be-
yond the Jordan.— John 10:1-40.

There a man asked: "Lord, are those who are be-
ing saved few?" (Luke 13:23) That was a fitting
guestion for him to ask, since Jews of that time held
that only a limited number would merit salvation.
Given their attitude, it is not hard to imagine who
they thought would constitute the few. How mistak-
en they were, as later developments would show!

For some two years, Jesus had been among them,
teaching, performing miracles, and holding out the
possibility of their becoming heirs of the heav-
enly Kingdom. With what result? They, and their
leaders in particular, were proud of being descen-
dants of Abraham and being entrusted with God's
Law. (Matthew 23:2; John 8:31 -44) But they would
not recognize and respond to the Fine Shepherd's
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voice. There had been as if an open door before
them, with membership in the Kingdom as the chief
reward for going through it, but they refused. Only
a relatively few, mainly from the lowly class, heard
Jesus' message of truth, responded, and stuck with
him.— Luke 22:28-30; John 7:47-49.

On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., it was the lat-
ter ones who were in line to be anointed with spirit.
(Acts 2:1-38) They were not among the workers
of unrighteousness mentioned by Jesus who would
weep and gnash their teeth because of failing to
take up the opportunity made available to them.
— Luke 13:27, 28.

Consequently, in the first century the "many"
were the Jews in general, and especially the reli-
gious leaders. These claimed to want God's favor
— but only according to their own standards and
ways, not God's. In contrast, the relatively "few"
who responded out of a sincere interest in being
part of the Kingdom became anointed members of
the Christian congregation.

Now consider the more extended application
that takes place in our day. Countless individuals
attending the churches of Christendom have been
taught that they will go to heaven. This aspiration,
however, is not based on the accurate teachings of
the Scriptures. As with the Jews earlier, these want
God's favor only on their own terms.

There have been, though, a relatively few in
our time who have humbly responded to the
Kingdom message, dedicated themselves to Jeho-
vah, and come in line for his favor. This has led
to their becoming "sons of the kingdom." (Mat-
thew 13:38) Such anointed "sons" began to be
invited at Pentecost 33 C.E. Jehovah's Witnesses
have long held that the evidence of God's dealing
with his people suggests that fundamentally the
members of the heavenly class have been called.
Hence, those who have learned Bible truth in recent
years have understood that the hope of everlasting
life on a paradise earth is now being extended.
These have come to outnumber the declining rem-
nant of anointed Christians, who have the prospect



of actually going to heaven. Luke 13:24 does not
apply principally to those who do not expect to go
to heaven, but it certainly contains wise advice
for them.

By urging us to exert ourselves vigorously, Je-
sus was not saying that either he or his Father
puts obstacles in our way to hinder us. But we
understand from Luke 13:24 that God's require-
ments are such as to exclude unworthy ones. "Exert
yourselves vigorously" implies struggling, extend-
ing ourselves. We thus might ask ourselves, 'Am
| extending myself?" Luke 13:24 might be para-
phrased, 1 need to exert myself vigorously to get

in through the narrow door because many will seek
to get in but will not be able. So am | truly exert-
ing myself vigorously? Am | like an athlete in an
ancient stadium who gives his all to win the prize?
No such athlete would be halfhearted, taking it
easy. Am |?

Jesus' words suggest that some might seek to 'get
through the door' only at their own convenience,
at an easy pace that they prefer. Such an attitude
could affect individual Witnesses. Some might rea-
son, 'l know of devoted Christians who extended
themselves for years, making many sacrifices; yet,
by the time of their death, the end of this wicked

system still had not come. So maybe I'd
better slow down, live a more normal
life.'

It is easy to think that way, but is it
really wise? For example, did the apos-
tles think that way? Definitely not. They
gave true worship their all- right down
till their death. Paul, for instance, could
say: "[Christ] is the one we are publiciz-
ing .. . To this end | am indeed working
hard, exerting myself in accordance
with the operation of him and which
is at work in me with power." Later
he wrote: "To this end we are working
hard and exerting ourselves, because
we have rested our hope on a living
God, who is a Savior of all sorts of
men, especially of faithful ones."— Co-
lossians 1:28, 29; 1 Timothy 4:10.

We know that Paul did the absolutely
right thing in exerting himself. How con-
tent each of us would be to be able to
say as Paul did: "I have fought the fine
fight, | have run the course to the finish,
| have observed the faith." (2 Timothy
4:7) So in line with Jesus' words re-
corded at Luke 13:24, each of us can
ask, 'Am | applying myself with dili-
gence and industriousness? Yes, do |
give ample, regular evidence that | take
to heart Jesus' admonition: "Exert your-
selves vigorously to get in through the
narrow door"?"'
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W hat Future for Our Earth?

"No other century on record equals the 20th in uncivilized
civil violence, in the number of conflicts waged, the hordes of
refugees created, the millions of people killed in wars, and the
vast expenditures for 'defense,™ states World Military and
Social Expenditures 1996. Will this situation ever change?

The apostle Peter reminded Christians of a promise made by
God centuries earlier: "There are new heavens and a new
earth that we are awaiting according to [God's] promise, and
in these righteousness is to dwell." (2 Peter 3:13) Such words
were originally part of the prophecy of Isaiah. (Isaiah 65:17;
66:22) Ancient Israel experienced an initial fulfillment when
the nation was restored to its promised land after being held
captive in Babylon for 70 years. By reiterating the promise
of "new heavens and a new earth," Peter showed that the
prophecy would yet be fulfiled on an even grander scale
— worldwide!

The establishment of righteous conditions in the whole earth
is God's will, and it will be brought about by his heavenly
Kingdom with Christ as King. "Nation will not lift up sword
against nation, neither will they learn war anymore." (Isaiah
2:4) Such complete peace and security on earth is what Je-
sus taught his followers to expect and to pray for in what is
commonly called the Our Father, or Lord's Prayer, saying: "Let
your kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven,
also upon earth."— Matthew 6:9, 10

Would you enjoy living in a world that is as righteous as
heaven is? That is the hope that the Bible holds out to everyone
who wholeheartedly seeks to know God and live according to
his righteous ways.



