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Is Planet Earth
D oom ed?

THE end of the 20th century is approaching, and the 
21st century is about to dawn. In this setting, an in­
creasing number of people who would normally pay 
scant or no attention to prophecies of doom are wondering 
whether some event of world-shattering importance may be 

in the offing.
You may have noticed newspaper and magazine articles 

about this—even whole books on the subject. With what de­
velopments the 21st century will begin, we must wait to see. 
Some people point out that reaching the end of the year 2000 
makes a difference of only one year (or of one minute, from 
2000 to 2001) and will likely be of no great consequence. 
Of greater concern to many is the long-range future of our 
planet.

One prophecy that surfaces with more frequency nowadays 
is that at some point—whether in the immediate or in the dis­
tant future—planet Earth itself is doomed to complete de­
struction. Consider just a couple of such gloomy forecasts.

In his book The End of the World— The Science and E th­
ics of Human Extinction, first published in 1996, author and 
philosopher John Leslie offers three possibilities as to how 
man’s life on earth might end. First he asks: “Could all-out 
nuclear war mean the end of the human race?” Then he adds: 
“A more likely scenario . . . would be extinction through the 
effects of radiation: cancers, weakenings of the immune sys­
tem so that infectious diseases ran riot, or numerous birth de­
fects. There could also be deaths of microorganisms impor­
tant to the health of the environment.” A third possibility 
that Mr. Leslie puts forth is that the earth might be struck 
by a comet or an asteroid: “Of comets and asteroids whose or­
bits are such that they might some day hit the Earth, there 
appear to be around two thousand measuring between half a 
mile and six miles in diameter. There is also a much smaller 
number (to estimate it would be sheer guesswork) of still



larger ones, and a much greater number of 
smaller ones.”

A Graphic “Doomsday” Description
Or consider another scientist, Paul Davies, 

professor at the University of Adelaide, Aus­
tralia. He was described by the Washington 
Times as “the best science writer on either 
side of the Atlantic.” In 1994 he supplied 
The Last Three Minutes, which has been 
termed “the mother of all doomsday books.” 
The first chapter of this book is called 
“Doomsday,” and it describes an imaginary 
scenario of what could happen if a comet 
were to strike planet Earth. Read part of his 
blood-chilling description:

“The planet shudders with the force of 
ten thousand earthquakes. A shock wave 
of displaced air sweeps over the surface of 
the globe, flattening all structures, pulver­
izing everything in its path. The flat terrain 
around the impact site rises in a ring of liq­
uid mountains several miles high, exposing 
the bowels of the Earth in a crater a hun­
dred miles across___A vast column of dusty
debris fans out into the atmosphere, blotting 
out the sun across the whole planet. Now the 
sunlight is replaced by the sinister, flicker­
ing glare of a billion meteors, roasting the 
ground below with their searing heat, as 
displaced material plunges back from space 
into the atmosphere.”

Professor Davies goes on to link this imag­
inary scenario to the prediction that comet 
Swift-Tuttle would hit the earth. He adds 
the warning that although such an event 
may not be likely in the near future, in his 
opinion “sooner or later Swift-Tuttle, or an 
object like it, will hit the Earth.” His con­
clusion is based on estimates that suggest 
that 10,000 objects a quarter mile or more in 
diameter move on Earth-intersecting orbits.

Do you believe that such a frightening 
prospect is real? A surprising number of

people do. But they brush aside any concern 
by reassuring themselves that it will not 
happen in their time. Why, though, should 
planet Earth ever be destroyed—either soon 
or millenniums from now? Certainly, it is 
not the earth itself that is the main source 
of trouble for its inhabitants, human or an­
imal. Rather, is not man himself responsible 
for most of the problems of this 20th centu­
ry, including the possibility of completely 
“ruining the earth”?—Revelation 11:18.

Man’s Mismanagement Reversed
What of the more likely possibility that 

man himself may totally ruin or spoil the 
earth by his mismanagement and greed? 
There is no question that great destruc­
tion of parts of the earth has already taken 
place through excessive deforestation, un­
controlled pollution of the atmosphere, and 
spoiling of the waterways. This was summed 
up well some 25 years ago by authors Bar­
bara Ward and Rene Dubos in their book 
Only One Earth: “The three broad areas of 
pollution which we must examine—air, wa­
ter, and soil—make up, of course, the three 
main constituent elements of our planetary 
life.” And the situation has basically not 
changed for the better since then, has it?

When considering the possibility of man’s 
ruining or destroying the earth by his own 
folly, we can take heart by considering plan­
et Earth’s marvelous recuperative and re­
generative powers. Describing this ability of 
amazing recovery, Rene Dubos makes these 
encouraging observations in another book, 
The Resilience of Ecosystems:

“Many persons fear that awareness of en­
vironmental degradation has come too late 
because much of the damage already done 
to ecosystems is irreversible. In my opinion, 
this pessimism is unjustified because eco­
systems have enormous powers of recovery 
from traumatic experiences.
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“Ecosystems possess several mechanisms 
for self-healing.. . .  They enable ecosystems 
to overcome the effect of disturbances sim­
ply by reestablishing progressively the orig­
inal state of ecological equilibrium.”

It Can Be Done
An outstanding example of this in re­

cent years is the gradual cleanup of Lon­
don’s famed river Thames. The book The 
Thames Transformed, by Jeffery Harrison 
and Peter Grant, documents this remark­
able achievement that demonstrates what 
can be done when men work together for the 
common good. Britain’s Duke of Edinburgh 
wrote in his foreword to the book: “Here at 
last is a success story on such a major scale 
that it is worth publishing even at the risk 
that it may encourage some people to as­
sume that the problems of conservation are 
not really as bad as they were led to believe. 
. . . They can all take heart from what has 
been achieved in the Thames. The good news 
is that it can be done and their schemes too 
can succeed.”

In the chapter “The Great Clean-Up,” 
Harrison and Grant write enthusiastically 
about what has been achieved over the last 
50 years: “For the first time in the world, 
a heavily polluted and industrialised riv­
er has been restored to such a degree that 
waterfowl and fish have returned in abun­
dance. That such a transformation has tak­
en place so rapidly, in a situation which at 
first seemed quite hopeless, gives encour­
agement to even the most pessimistic wild­
life conservationist.”

They then describe the transformation: 
“The state of the river deteriorated steadily 
over the years with what was, perhaps, the 
final blow coming during the Second World 
War when major sewage works and sew­
ers were damaged or destroyed. During the 
1940’s and 1950’s the health of the Thames 
was at its lowest ebb. The river was little

better than an open sewer; the water was 
black in colour, contained no oxygen, and 
during the summer months the foul smell 
from the Thames was detectable over a wide 
area. . . . The once teeming fish had finally 
been driven out, apart from a few eels which 
were able to survive because of their ability 
to breathe air direct from the surface. The 
birdlife of the inner, built-up reaches be­
tween London and Woolwich was reduced 
to a handful of mallard and mute swans, 
and they owed their existence to spillages 
from the grain wharves rather than a natu­
ral food supply. . . . Who would have be­
lieved then the dramatic reversal which was

Education and united 
effort can help the earth 

reverse even extensive 
damage to itself

about to take place? Within ten years those 
same reaches of the river were to be trans­
formed from a virtual avian void to a refuge 
for many species of water birds, including a 
wintering population of up to 10,000 wild­
fowl and 12,000 waders.”

Of course, that describes but one trans­
formation in one small corner of the globe. 
Nonetheless, we can draw lessons from this 
example. It shows that planet Earth need 
not be considered doomed because of the 
mismanagement, greed, and thoughtless­
ness of man. Proper education and united 
effort for the common good of mankind can 
help the earth reverse even extensive dam­
age to its ecology, environment, and land 
surface. But what about possible doom from 
outside forces, such as a wandering comet or 
asteroid?

The following article contains the key to 
a satisfying answer to such a perplexing 
question.
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There is a question that you ought to con­
sider: Was our beautiful planet produced 
by an intelligent Creator who has a pur­
pose for the earth and for hum ans on it? 
Resolving that issue to your satisfaction 
can help you to see w hat the future holds 
for our planet.

Earth
Why Is It Here?

MANY scientists who have in depth 
studied the universe and our earth 
have seen evidences that point 
to the existence of a Creator, that God 
is behind it. Consider the comments from 

just one:
Professor Paul Davies w rites in 

M ind of God: “The existence of an orderly, 
coherent universe containing stable, orga­
nized, complex structures requires laws and 
conditions of a very special kind.”

After discussing a number of “coinci­
dences” tha t astrophysicists and others 
have noted, Professor Davies adds: “Taken 
together, they provide impressive evidence 
that life as we know it depends very sen­
sitively on the form of the laws of phys­
ics, and on some seemingly fortuitous acci­
dents in the actual values that nature has 
chosen for various particle masses, force 
strengths, and so on. . . . Suffice it to say 
that, if we could play God, and select values 
for these quantities at whim by twiddling a 
set of knobs, we would find that almost all 
knob settings would render the universe un­
inhabitable. In some cases it seems as if 
the different knobs have to be fine-tuned to 
enormous precision if the universe is to be 
such that life will flourish.. . .  The fact that 
even slight changes to the way things are 
might render the universe unobservable is 
surely a fact of deep significance.”

What it signifies to many is that our 
earth, along with the rest of the universe,

was produced by a purposeful Creator. If 
that is so, we need to find out why he formed 
the earth in the first place. We also need to 
ascertain, if we can, what his purpose is 
for the earth. In this connection a strange 
anomaly appears. Despite the widespread 
popularity of atheism, a surprising num­
ber of people still hold belief in an intelli­
gent Creator. Most churches of Christen­
dom nominally speak of an almighty God 
and Creator of our universe. Yet, rarely 
do any of these religions speak with confi­
dence and conviction about earth’s future in 
God’s purpose.

What Does the Bible Say?
It is logical to look to a source of infor­

mation that is widely accepted as coming 
from the Creator. That source is the Bible. 
One of the simplest and clearest statements 
in it regarding the future of our earth is 
found at Ecclesiastes 1:4. We read: “One 
generation passeth away, and another gen­
eration cometh: but the earth abideth for 
ever.” ( King James Version) The Bible is 
straightforward in explaining why Jehovah 
God created the earth. It also shows that 
he placed it in just the right position in 
the universe and in relation to our sun to 
sustain life on it. Almighty God inspired 
the ancient prophet Isaiah to write: “This is 
what Jehovah has said, the Creator of the 
heavens, He the true God, the Former of the 
earth and the Maker of it, He the One who
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firmly established it, who did not create it 
simply for nothing, who formed it even to be 
inhabited: ‘I am Jehovah, and there is no one 
else.’”—Isaiah 45:18.

But what of man’s developing the means 
to destroy all life on the earth? In his incom­
parable wisdom, God declares that he will 
step in before mankind can destroy all life 
on our planet. Note this reassuring promise 
in the Bible’s last book, Revelation: “The na­
tions became wrathful, and your own wrath 
came, and the appointed time for the dead 
to be judged, and to give their reward to 
your slaves the prophets and to the holy ones 
and to those fearing your name, the small

and the great, and to bring to ruin those ru­
ining the earth .”—Revelation 11:18.

Jehovah reveals to us what was his origi­
nal purpose in creating the earth, this jewel 
in space, as an astronaut circling the earth 
described it. God purposed it to be a global 
paradise, comfortably populated by humans 
—men and women—all living in peace and 
harmony. He arranged to populate the plan­
et gradually by allowing the first human 
pair to produce offspring. For the first hu­
man couple’s pleasure and enjoyment, Jeho­
vah had brought a small section of the earth 
into a paradise condition. As the procre­
ation of human families would proceed over
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the years and centuries, the garden of Eden 
would gradually be extended until Genesis 
1:28 would be fulfilled: “God said to them: 
‘Be fruitful and become many and fill the 
earth  and subdue it.’ ”

As we now see the sorry plight of the 
earth  and its inhabitants, does it mean 
that God’s original purpose for the earth 
has failed? Or has he changed his pur­
pose and decided that because of mankind’s 
waywardness, he will let the planet be ru­
ined altogether and start again, as it were? 
No, we can be sure that neither of these 
situations is true. The Bible tells us that 
whatever Jehovah purposes must eventual­
ly take place, that whatever he decides can­
not be thwarted by any individual or even 
by an unexpected development. He assures 
us: “So my word that goes forth from my 
mouth will prove to be. It will not return to 
me without results, but it will certainly do 
that in which I have delighted, and it will 
have certain success in that for which I have 
sent it.”—Isaiah 55:11.

God’s Purpose Interrupted, Not Changed
With the defection of Adam and Eve and 

their expulsion from the garden of Eden, it 
was obvious that God’s purpose for a par­
adise earth would be accomplished with­
out them. However, Jehovah indicated there 
and then that some of their offspring would 
carry out his original mandate. True, this 
would take time, even many centuries, but 
there is no indication how much time would 
have been involved in carrying out the orig­
inal mandate even if both Adam and Eve 
had continued living in perfection. The fact 
is that by the end of Christ Jesus’ Millen­
nial Reign—a little over a thousand years 
from now—the Paradise conditions of Eden 
will extend earth wide and planet Earth will 
be peopled with peaceful and happy descen­
dants of the first human pair. Indeed, Jeho­

vah’s ability as an infallible Purposer will 
be forever vindicated!

Then will be fulfilled the exciting proph­
ecies that God inspired so long ago. Such 
scriptures as Isaiah 11:6-9 will be glorious­
ly fulfilled: “The wolf will actually reside for 
a while with the male lamb, and with the kid 
the leopard itself will lie down, and the calf 
and the maned young lion and the well-fed 
animal all together; and a mere little boy 
will be leader over them. And the cow and 
the bear themselves will feed; together their 
young ones will lie down. And even the lion 
will eat straw just like the bull. And the 
sucking child will certainly play upon the 
hole of the cobra; and upon the light aper­
ture of a poisonous snake will a weaned child 
actually put his own hand. They will not do 
any harm or cause any ruin in all my holy 
mountain; because the earth will certainly 
be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah as 
the waters are covering the very sea.”

Poor health and terminal illnesses will be 
things of the past, as will death itself. Could 
anything be plainer than these simple words 
found in the last book of the Bible? “The tent 
of God is with mankind, and he will reside 
with them, and they will be his peoples. And 
God himself will be with them. And he will 
wipe out every tear from their eyes, and 
death will be no more, neither will mourn­
ing nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The 
former things have passed away.”—Revela­
tion 21:3, 4.

Yes, we can take heart—our beautiful 
planet Earth is here to stay. May it be your 
privilege to survive the end of this wicked 
system of things, with all its earth-ruining 
practices. The clean new world of God’s 
making is now near at hand. And many 
loved ones will awaken from death by the 
miracle of the resurrection. (John 5:28, 29) 
Truly, our earth is here to stay, and we can 
stay with it and enjoy it.
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A  Very Special
WEDDING

IN THE north of Mozambique lies a lush 
valley surrounded by beautiful moun­
tains—some rocky, others covered in 

luxuriant vegetation. This is where the vil­
lage of Fingoe is located. On clear winter 
nights, the heavens sparkle with stars, and 
the moon is so bright that it illuminates the 
straw-roofed homes of the villagers. It was 
in this splendid setting that a unique wed­
ding took place.

Hundreds of people walked for hours, 
even days, to attend this special occasion. 
Some crossed inhospitable and dangerous 
regions inhabited by hyenas, lions, and ele­
phants. Besides personal baggage, many vis­
itors brought along chickens, goats, and veg­
etables. After reaching the village, they 
found their way to an open area normally 
used for Christian conventions. Though tired 
from the journey, they were happy, and their 
smiling faces reflected eager expectation of 
what was to follow.

Who were the ones getting married? They 
were many! Yes, scores of couples. These 
were no part of some headline-grabbing 
mass wedding. On the contrary, they were 
sincere and well-motivated couples who pre­
viously were not able to register their mar­
riages because they lived in remote regions 
far from registry offices. All these couples 
became aware of divine standards regard­
ing marriage when they studied the Bi­
ble with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They learned 
that they needed to marry according to the 
laws of the land to please their Creator, 
the Originator of marriage, even as Joseph 
and Mary complied with registration re­
quirements around the time of Jesus’ birth. 
—Luke 2:1-5.

Preparing for the Event
The branch office of Jehovah’s Witness­

es in Mozambique decided to help. First, 
the Ministries of Justice and Interior in the
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country’s capital, Maputo, were contacted to 
determine what procedures were required 
by law. Next, the missionaries in the capi­
tal city of the province of Tete got in touch 
with local authorities to coordinate arrange­
ments further. A date was set for the mis­
sionaries and officials from the Notary and 
the Civil Identification Department to trav­
el to the village of Fingoe. Meanwhile, the 
branch office sent a letter of explanation pro­
viding direction to all the congregations in­
volved. Both Witnesses and local officials ea­
gerly looked forward to the unique event.

On Sunday, May 18, 1997, three mission­
aries along with government officials ar­
rived in Fingoe. The local authorities had 
prepared comfortable accommodations for 
the officials adjacent to the administration 
building. However, the visiting officials were 
so impressed with the hospitality of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses that they preferred to lodge 
with the missionaries in improvised huts. 
They were surprised to learn that one of the 
cooks was an elder in the local congregation 
and that a traveling overseer was among the 
volunteers doing the more menial chores in 
preparation for the wedding. They likewise 
noticed the good humor of the missionaries, 
who, without complaint, lodged in a simple

hut and bathed using a small can. Never be­
fore had they seen such a strong bond be­
tween people of such varied backgrounds. 
However, what most impressed them was 
the faith displayed in making great sacri­
fices to come into harmony with the law of 
the land and with the arrangement of God.

A Joyous Occasion
As the couples arrived, they immediately 

prepared for the first stage of the marriage: 
obtaining a birth certificate. All waited pa­
tiently in line in front of the Civil Reg­
istry team to provide their personal data. 
Then they proceeded to another line to be 
photographed, after which they went to the 
team from the Civil Identification Depart­
ment to obtain their identity cards. Next, 
they returned to the Civil Registry team for 
preparation of the much desired marriage



certificate. Following this, they stood pa­
tiently waiting for their names to be called 
over the megaphone. The handing over of 
the marriage certificates was an emotional 
scene. There was great joy as each couple 
held up their marriage certificate like a pre­
cious trophy.

All of this took place beneath the torrid 
sun. Yet, the joy of the occasion was undis­
turbed by heat and dust.

The men were smartly dressed, many in 
jackets and ties. The women were dressed 
in the traditional manner, which included 
a long, richly colored cloth called a capu- 
lana around their waists. Some carried ba­
bies wrapped in similar cloth.

Things proceeded well, but there were too 
many to process in a single day. When dark­
ness fell, the government officials kindly de­
cided to continue attending to the couples. 
They commented that they could not leave 
“our brothers” waiting after these had made 
so great a sacrifice to be there. This spirit of 
cooperation and self-sacrifice will always be 
remembered.

With the night came intense cold. While 
a few had lodging in huts, most of the cou­
ples were outside, huddled around fires. This 
did nothing to diminish the happiness of 
the occasion. Above the crackle of the fires 
rose the sound of laughter and song, sung 
in four-part harmony. Many shared stories 
of their journey, clutching their newly ob­
tained documents.

At daybreak some ventured into the cen­
ter of the village to sell their chickens, goats, 
and vegetables to contribute toward the cost 
of registering their marriages. Many truly 
made “sacrifices” of those animals, selling 
them far below their real value. To poor peo­
ple, a goat is a precious and expensive item; 
yet they were willing to make this sacrifice 
to get married and please their Creator.

Rigors of the Journey
Some of the couples had walked long dis­

tances to be there. This was the case of 
Chamboko and his wife, Nhakulira. They 
told their story on the second night of the 
event while warming their feet at a fire. 
Though 77 years old, blind in one eye and 
with poor eyesight in the other, Chamboko 
walked barefoot for three days accompanied 
by the rest of his congregation, for he was 
determined to legalize his 52-year union.

Anselmo Kembo, 72 years of age, had al­
ready lived with Neri for about 50 years. 
A few days before the journey, he seriously 
punctured his leg on a large thorn while cul­
tivating his plantation. He was rushed to 
the nearest hospital for treatment. Never­
theless, he decided to make the trip on foot, 
hobbling all the way to Fingoe in pain. It 
took three days. Anselmo could not contain 
his joy as he held his certificate of marriage 
in his hand.

Another noteworthy newlywed was Evans 
Sinoia, a form er polygamist. When he 
learned the tru th  of God’s Word, he decid­
ed to legalize his union with his first wife, 
but she refused, abandoning him for anoth­
er man. His second wife, who had also been 
studying the Bible, agreed to marry him. 
Both of them walked through a perilous re­
gion inhabited by lions and other wild ani­
mals. After a three-day journey, they too 
succeeded in becoming legally married.

On Friday, five days after the missionaries 
and officials had first arrived, the work was 
accomplished. The result was that 468 iden­
tity cards and 374 birth certificates were is­
sued. The number of marriage certificates 
issued was 233! The atmosphere was one of 
euphoria. Despite fatigue, all agreed that it 
was well worth their while. Without a doubt, 
that occasion will remain indelibly marked 
on the minds and hearts of all involved. It 
was truly a very special wedding!
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D O  YOU APPRECIATE 
JEHOVAH’S ORGANIZATION?

“This is what Jehovah has said: fThe heavens are my throne, 
and the earth is my footstool.9 ISAIAH 66:1.

DO YOU believe that Jehovah has an 
organization? If so, why do you be­
lieve it? You might answer: ‘Well, 
we have a Kingdom Hall. We have a well- 
arranged congregation with a body of elders. 

We have a duly appointed circuit overseer 
who visits us regularly. We attend orga­
nized assemblies and conventions. We have 
a branch office of the Watch Tower Society 
in our country. Surely, all of this and much 
more proves that Jehovah has a functioning 
organization/

2 Such features amount to evidence of an 
organization. But if all we see and appreci­
ate is here on earth, we do not have a to­
tal grasp of Jehovah’s organization. Jehovah 
told Isaiah that the earth is only His foot­
stool, but the heavens are His throne. (Isaiah 
66:1) To which “heavens” was Jehovah refer­
ring? To our atmosphere? To outer space? Or 
to some other level of life? Isaiah speaks of 
Jehovah’s “lofty abode of holiness and beau­
ty,” and the psalmist describes these heavens 
as “the established place where he dwells.” 
Thus, the “heavens” at Isaiah 66:1 refers to 
the invisible spirit realm in which Jehovah 
occupies the supreme, or ultimate, position. 
—Isaiah 63:15; Psalm 33:13, 14.

3 Therefore, if we truly want to perceive 
and appreciate Jehovah’s organization, we
1, 2. (a) To what visible evidence of Jehovah’s organization can you point? (b) Where does Je­hovah dwell?3. How can we overcome doubts?

must look to the heavens. And therein lies 
a problem for some. Since Jehovah’s heav­
enly organization is invisible, how do we 
know that it really exists? Some may even 
pass through a tunnel of doubt, wondering, 
‘How can we be sure?’ Well, how can faith 
overcome doubt? Two key ways are intense 
personal study of God’s Word and regular 
attendance at and involvement in Christian 
meetings. Then we see the light of tru th  at 
the end of the tunnel. There have been oth­
er servants of God who have had doubts. Let 
us consider the case of Elisha’s servant when 
Israel was under attack by the king of Syr­
ia.—Compare John 20:24-29; James 1:5-8.

One Who Saw the Heavenly Hosts
4 The king of Syria sent a heavy military 

force by night to Dothan to capture Eli­
sha. When Elisha’s servant got up early in 
the morning and went out, perhaps to get 
some fresh air on the flat roof of their Mid­
dle Eastern dwelling, why, what a shock he 
got! A whole army of Syrians with horses 
and war chariots was surrounding the town, 
waiting to capture God’s prophet. The ser­
vant cried out to Elisha: “Alas, my master! 
What shall we do?” Evidently, calmly and 
with conviction, Elisha responded: “Do not 
be afraid, for there are more who are with 
us than those who are with them.” The ser-
4, 5. (a) What problem did Elisha’s servant have? (b) How did Jehovah respond to Elisha’s prayer?
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vant must have wondered, ‘Where are they? 
I can’t see them!’ Sometimes that might also 
be our problem—failure to see with the eyes 
of understanding, or to perceive, the heaven­
ly hosts.—2 Kings 6:8-16; Ephesians 1:18.

5 Elisha prayed for his servant’s eyes to be 
opened. What happened next? “Immediate­
ly Jehovah opened the attendant’s eyes, so 
that he saw; and, look! the mountainous re­
gion was full of horses and war chariots of 
fire all around Elisha.” (2 Kings 6:17) Yes, he 
saw the heavenly hosts, angelic armies wait­
ing to protect God’s servant. Now he could 
understand Elisha’s confidence.

6 Do we sometimes have a problem of per­
ception similar to what Elisha’s servant had? 
Are we prone to see only the physical side of 
situations threatening us or the Christian 
work in certain lands? If so, can we expect a 
special vision to enlighten us? No, because we 
have something that Elisha’s servant did not 
have—a whole book containing many visions, 
the Bible, which can give us insight into the 
heavenly organization. That inspired Word 
also gives guiding principles to set straight 
our thinking and our way of life. However, 
we must make an effort to search for discern­
ment and cultivate appreciation of Jehovah’s 
arrangement. And that we can do by person­
al study, along with prayer and meditation. 
—Romans 12:12; Philippians 4:6; 2 Timothy 
3:15-17.

Studying to Perceive
7 Personal study is not necessarily a pleas­

ant prospect for many people, such as those 
who never enjoyed study at school or never 
had the opportunity to engage in it. How­
ever, if we want to perceive and appreciate 
Jehovah’s organization with our eyes of un­
derstanding, we must cultivate a desire to
6. How can we get insight into Jehovah’s heav­enly organization?7. (a) What problem might some have with per­sonal Bible study? (b) Why is personal study worth the effort?

study. Can you enjoy a good meal without 
preparation? As any chef or cook will tell you, 
a lot of work goes into preparing a delicious 
meal. Yet, it may be consumed in half an 
hour or less. On the other hand, the ben­
efits of personal study can last a lifetime. 
Personal study can become an acquired taste 
when we see the progress we can make. The 
apostle Paul rightly said that we should pay 
constant attention to ourselves and to our 
teaching and continue applying ourselves to 
public reading. Consistent effort is required, 
but the benefits can be everlasting.—1 Tim­
othy 4:13-16.

8 A wise man of old said: “My son [or, 
daughter], if you will receive my sayings and 
treasure up my own commandments with 
yourself, so as to pay attention to wisdom 
with your ear, that you may incline your 
heart to discernment; if, moreover, you call 
out for understanding itself and you give 
forth your voice for discernment itself, if you 
keep seeking for it as for silver, and as for 
hid treasures you keep searching for it, in 
that case you will understand the fear of Je­
hovah, and you will find the very knowledge 
of God.”—Proverbs 2:1-5.
8. What attitude does Proverbs recommend?
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9 Do you recognize where the responsibili­
ty lies? ‘If you’ is the repeated phrase. And 
notice the expression, ‘If you keep search­
ing as for hid treasures.’ Think of the min­
ers who for centuries dug for silver and gold 
in Bolivia, Mexico, South Africa, and oth­
er countries. They worked hard, using picks 
and shovels, to excavate the rock from which 
they would get the precious metals. They val­
ued gold so much that in one mine in Cali­
fornia, U.S.A., they excavated 367 miles of 
tunnels, reaching a vertical depth of about 
one mile—just to find gold. Yet, can you eat 
gold? Drink gold? Will it sustain you in a des­
ert if you are dying of hunger and thirst? No, 
its value is artificial and arbitrary, changing 
from day to day as reflected in the interna­
tional markets. Nonetheless, men have died 
for it. Now how much effort is it worth to get 
spiritual gold, “the very knowledge of God”? 
Think of it, the very knowledge of the Sov­
ereign Lord of the universe, his organization, 
and his purposes! In this regard, we can use 
spiritual picks and shovels. Those are Bible- 
based publications that help us to dig into Je­
hovah’s Word and discern its meaning.—Job 
28:12-19.

Digging for Insight
10 Let us do some spiritual digging in or­

der to begin getting the very knowledge of 
Jehovah’s heavenly organization. For a key 
insight, let us turn to Daniel’s vision of the 
Ancient of Days on his throne. Daniel writes: 
“I kept on beholding until there were thrones 
placed and the Ancient of Days sat down. 
His clothing was white just like snow, and 
the hair of his head was like clean wool. His 
throne was flames of fire; its wheels were a 
burning fire. There was a stream of fire flow­
ing and going out from before him. There
9. (a) How does the value of gold compare to “the very knowledge of God”? (b) What imple­ments do we need to get accurate knowledge?10. What did Daniel see in a vision?

were a thousand thousands that kept minis­
tering to him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand that kept standing right before 
him. The Court took its seat, and there were 
books that were opened.” (Daniel 7:9, 10) 
Who were these thousands who were minis­
tering to Jehovah? The marginal references 
in the New World Translation, used as 
“picks” and “shovels,” lead us to such refer­
ences as Psalm 68:17 and Hebrews 1:14. Yes, 
the ones ministering were heavenly angels!

11 Daniel’s account does not say that he 
saw all the faithful angels that God has at 
his command. There may be millions more. 
But surely we can now appreciate why Elisha 
could say: “There are more who are with us 
than those who are with them.” The army of 
the king of Syria, even though backed up by 
unfaithful angels, the demons, was outnum­
bered by Jehovah’s heavenly armies!—Psalm 
34:7; 91:11.

12 Perhaps you would like to know more 
about these angels, such as the role they play 
in serving Jehovah. From the Greek word for 
angel, we can see that they are messengers 
because it also means “messenger.” However, 
there is much more to their duties. To find 
out what it is, though, you must dig. If you 
have available Insight on the Scriptures, 
you can study the article “Angels,” or you 
can consult past articles in The Watchtower 
about angels. You will be amazed how much 
you can learn about these celestial servants 
of God and come to appreciate their sup­
port. (Revelation 14:6, 7) However, in God’s 
heavenly organization, some spirit creatures 
serve specialized purposes.

What Isaiah Saw
13 Now let us do some digging in the vi-

11. How can Daniel’s vision help us to under­stand Elisha’s words?12. How can you get to know more about angels?13. 14. What did Isaiah see in vision, and how did this affect him?
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sion of Isaiah. When you read chapter 6, 
verses 1 to 7, you should be impressed. Isa­
iah says that he “got to see Jehovah, sitting 
on a throne,” and “seraphs were standing 
above him.” They were calling out about the 
glory of Jehovah, extolling his holiness. You 
should be affected even by reading this ac­
count. What was Isaiah’s reaction? “I pro­
ceeded to say: ‘Woe to me! For I am as good 
as brought to silence [in Sheol], because a 
man unclean in lips I am, and in among a 
people unclean in lips I am dwelling; for my 
eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of armies, 
himself!’ ” How impressed he was with that 
vision! Are you?

14 So how was Isaiah able to withstand this 
glorious sight? He explains that a seraph 
came to his rescue and said: “Your error has 
departed and your sin itself is atoned for.” 
(Isaiah 6:7) Isaiah could trust in God’s mer­
cy and pay attention to Jehovah’s words. Now, 
would you not like to know more about these 
high-ranking spirit creatures? Then what 
must you do? Dig for more information. One 
implement to use would be the Watch Tower

Publications Index,following its references 
to many sources of clarifying information.

What Did Ezekiel See?
15 Let us next turn to another type of spir­

it creation. Ezekiel was privileged to have an 
inspiring vision while he was yet a captive in 
Babylon. Open your Bible to Ezekiel chap­
ter 1, the first three verses. How does the ac­
count start? Does it say, ‘Once upon a time, in 
a distant land . . . ’? No, this is no fairy tale in 
a mythological time setting. Verse 1 states: 
“Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in 
the fourth month, on the fifth day of the 
month, while I was in the midst of the exiled 
people by the river Chebar, that the heavens 
were opened and I began to see visions of 
God.” What do you notice about this verse? 
It gives an exact date and a precise place. 
These details point to the fifth year of the 
exile of King Jehoiachin, the year 613 B.C.E.

16 The hand of Jehovah came to be upon
15. What indicates that Ezekiel’s vision is reli­able?16. What did Ezekiel see?
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Ezekiel, and he began to see an awe-inspiring 
vision of Jehovah on a throne in a vast heav­
enly chariot that had huge wheels with eyes 
all around the rims. The detail that interests 
us here is that there were four creatures, one 
standing at each wheel. “This was how they 
looked: they had the likeness of earthling 
man. And each one had four faces, and each 
one of them four wings. . . . And as for the 
likeness of their faces, the four of them had 
a man’s face with a lion’s face to the right, 
and the four of them had a bull’s face on the 
left; the four of them also had an eagle’s 
face.”—Ezekiel 1:5, 6,10.

17 What were these four living creatures? 
Ezekiel himself tells us that they were cher­
ubs. (Ezekiel 10:1-3, 14) Why did they have 
four faces? To represent the Sovereign Lord 
Jehovah’s four outstanding attributes. The 
eagle’s face was a symbol of farsighted wis­
dom. (Job 39:27-29) What did the face of 
the bull represent? With the tremendous 
strength of its neck and shoulders, a fighting 
bull has been known to lift a horse and rid­
er into the air. Surely, the bull is a symbol of 
Jehovah’s limitless power. The lion is used as 
a symbol of courageous justice. Finally, the 
face of a man appropriately represents God’s
17. What do the four faces of the cherubs rep­resent?

Questions for Review
□  To appreciate Jehovah's organiza­

tion, what must we perceive?

□  What experience did Elisha's ser­
vant have, and how did the prophet 
encourage him?

□  How should we view personal study?

□  How do Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel 
give details of the heavenly organi­
zation?

love, since man is the only earthly creature 
that can manifest this quality intelligently. 
—Matthew 22:37, 39; 1 John 4:8.

18 There are other visions that can help us 
to complete the picture. These include John’s 
visions related in the Bible book of Revela­
tion. He, like Ezekiel, sees Jehovah on a glo­
rious throne accompanied by cherubs. What 
are the cherubs doing? They echo the ser­
aphs’ proclamation of Isaiah chapter 6, say­
ing: “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah God, the 
Almighty, who was and who is and who is 
coming.” (Revelation 4:6-8) John also sees a 
lamb by the throne. Who might that repre­
sent? The very Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. 
—Revelation 5:13, 14.

19 So by means of these visions, what have 
we perceived? That the heavenly organiza­
tion has at its zenith Jehovah God on his 
throne accompanied by the Lamb, Jesus 
Christ, who is the Word, or Logos. Then we 
have seen a heavenly host of angels, includ­
ing seraphs and cherubs. They are part of one 
vast, united organization serving Jehovah’s 
purposes. And one of those purposes is the 
preaching of the good news worldwide in this 
time of the end.—Mark 13:10; John 1:1-3; 
Revelation 14:6, 7.

20 Finally, we have Jehovah’s Witnesses 
on earth meeting in their Kingdom Halls 
in order to learn how to do the Sovereign 
Lord’s will. Surely, now we can appreciate 
that there are more who are with us than 
those who are with Satan and the enemies 
of the truth. There remains the question, 
What does the heavenly organization have 
to do with the preaching of the Kingdom 
good news? The following article will exam­
ine that and other matters.
18. How does the apostle John add to our per­ception of the heavenly organization?19. Through this study, what have you perceived about Jehovah’s organization?20. What question will be answered in the fol­lowing article?
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JEHOVAH’S o r g a n iz a t io n
SUPPORTS YOUR MINISTRY

c7 saw another angel flying in midheaven, and he had everlasting
good news to declare as glad tidings. "—REVELATION 14:6.

WHY is it so important to recognize 
the role of Jehovah’s heavenly 
organization in supporting the 

Christian ministry? Well, could Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have accomplished the preach­
ing of the good news of God’s King­
dom throughout a hostile world 
without the support of Jehovah’s 
heavenly hosts? Witnesses have 
done such preaching during a 
century of extreme national­
ism, totalitarian political sys­
tems, world wars, and sundry 
adversities. W ithout Jeho­
vah’s help could the Witness­
es have survived the in ter­
national barrage of prejudice, 
bias, and often violent per­
secution that has been leveled 
against them?—Psalm 34:7.

Survival in Spite of Worldwide Opposition
2 In this 20th century, enemies, both reli­

gious and political, have raised every pos­
sible obstacle, legal and otherwise, to try 
to prevent or stifle Jehovah’s work. Chris­
tian brothers and sisters have been per­
secuted, misrepresented, libeled, and slan­
dered—many have even been killed—often
1. How have Jehovah’s Witnesses been tested, and why have they survived?2. What parallel is there between true Chris­tians of the first century and those today?

at the instigation of the clergy of Babylon 
the Great. It can be said, as it was of the 
early Christians, that “truly as regards this 
sect it is known to us that everywhere it is 
spoken against.” Just as the Jewish clergy 

of Christ’s time fought tooth and nail 
to stop his ministry, so the cler­

gy and apostates, in league with 
their political paramours, have 
tried to suffocate the great ed­
ucational witness work of Je­
hovah’s people.—Acts 28:22; 
Matthew 26:59, 65-67.

3 Take as an example what 
h app ened  in  Poland on 
March 1,1946. Henryka Zur, a 
15-year-old Witness girl from 

near Chelm, accompanied an­
other Witness, a brother, to vis­

it interested people in a near­
by village. They were picked up by 
members of a Catholic military squad 

called Narodowe Sily Zbrojne (Nation­
al Armed Forces). The brother was severe­
ly beaten but escaped with his life. Not so 
with Henryka. She was horribly tortured for 
many hours as they tried to force her to 
make the Catholic sign of the cross. One of 
her tormentors said: “Think inside whatever 
you want to, just make the Catholic sign of 
the cross. Otherwise a bullet awaits you!”
3. What can we learn from the integrity of Hen­ryka Zur?
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# For further examples, see the 1 994  Yearbook 
o f Jeh ovah ’s W itn esses, pages 217-20.

4. How have political and religious elements tried to suppress the Kingdom preaching work?

5. What words have served to encourage Jeho­vah’s servants?6, 7. (a) What early efforts were made to preach the good news? (b) What beneficial change took place starting in 1943?

Jehovah's W itnesses preach w h e re ve r 
and w henever peop le  a re  to  be fo u n d

been ferociously attacked by the political 
elements. Many Witnesses have been mar­
tyred for their faith. Even so-called democ­
racies have tried to impede the preaching of 
the good news. As far back as 1917 in Cana­
da and the United States, the clergy insti­
gated accusations of subversion against the 
Bible Students, as the Witnesses were then 
known. Officials of the Watch Tower Society 
were wrongly imprisoned, only later being 
exonerated.—Revelation 11:7-9; 12:17.

5 Satan has used every means at his dis­
posal to try  to stop the witnessing work 
of Christ’s brothers and their loyal com­
panions. Yet, as so many experiences show, 
neither threats, intimidation, physical vi­
olence, prisons, concentration camps, nor 
even death has silenced Jehovah’s Witness­
es. And this has been the case down through 
history. Time and again, Elisha’s words have 
served as an encouragement: “Do not be 
afraid, for there are more who are with us 
than those who are with them.” One rea­
son is that faithful angels outnumber the 
Devil’s hordes!—2 Kings 6:16; Acts 5:27-32, 
41, 42.

Jehovah Blesses Zealous Preaching
6 In the course of the 20th century, Jeho-

Did she weaken in her integrity? No. The re­
ligious cowards dragged her into a nearby 
forest and shot her. Still, she was victori­
ous! They had failed to break her integrity.* 
—Romans 8:35-39.

4 For over one hundred  years, God’s 
modern-day servants have been treated 
harshly and disrespectfully. Because Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses are not, and do not wish to 
be, a part of Satan’s mainstream religions, 
they are viewed as fitting prey for any bi­
ased critic or fanatical opponent. They have
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vah’s Witnesses have used many advances 
in technology in order to amplify and speed 
up the great work of witnessing before 
the end comes. Back in 1914, Pastor Rus­
sell, first president of the Watch Tower Bi­
ble and Tract Society, promoted the early 
use of slides and motion pictures, synchro­
nized with a Bible-based commentary on 
phonograph records, in an eight-hour Bi­
ble production called “The Photo-Drama 
of Creation.” It amazed audiences in many 
countries at that time. Later on, in the 
1930’s and 1940’s, the Witnesses became 
known for their house-to-house preaching 
with portable phonographs, using record­
ings of Bible talks presented by J. F. Ruth­
erford, the second president of the Society.

7 In 1943 a bold step was taken under 
the direction of Nathan H. Knorr, the third 
president of the Society, when it was de­
cided to set up a school for ministers in 
every congregation. The Witnesses would 
be trained to preach and teach from house 
to house without the use of phonograph 
recordings. Since then, other schools have 
been organized to train  missionaries, full­
time pioneer ministers, congregation el­
ders, and responsible overseers in the 
branches of the Watch Tower Society. What 
has been the result?

8 Back in 1943, in the midst of World 
War II, there were only 129,000 Witnesses 
active in 54 lands. Yet, they had faith and 
determination that Matthew 24:14 would be 
fulfilled before the end came. They were 
convinced that Jehovah would have the im­
portant warning message proclaimed first 
before the sequence of events that would 
bring an end to this corrupt system of 
things. (Matthew 24:21; Revelation 16:16; 
19:11-16, 19-21; 20:1-3) Have their efforts 
been rewarded?
8. How did Witnesses show great faith in 1943?

9 There are now at least 13 countries that 
have more than 100,000 active W itness­
es each. Several of these are lands domi­
nated by the Catholic Church. Yet, look at 
the situation. Brazil has some 450,000 pub­
lishers of the good news, and over 1,200,- 
000 attended the Memorial of Christ’s death 
in 1997. Mexico is another example, with 
nearly 500,000 Witnesses and over 1,600,- 
000 at the Memorial celebration. Other 
Catholic countries are Italy (some 225,000 
Witnesses), France (about 125,000), Spain 
(over 105,000), and Argentina (more than 
115,000). In the United States, where the 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish religions 
predominate, there are some 975,000 Wit­
nesses and over 2,000,000 attended the Me­
morial. Surely, great crowds are streaming 
out of Babylon the Great, the world empire 
of false religion, with its mystical teachings 
and are turning to God’s simple and sure 
promises of “new heavens and a new earth.” 
—2 Peter 3:13; Isaiah 2:3, 4; 65:17; Revela­
tion 18:4, 5; 21:1-4.

Adapting to the Needs of People
10 Many of those who have turned to Jeho­

vah through Christ Jesus were found from 
house to house. (John 3:16; Acts 20:20) But 
other methods have been used. Times have 
changed, and economic conditions are such 
that many women now work outside the 
home. Often, during the week, few people 
can be found at home. Thus, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses have adapted to the situation. Like 
Jesus and the early disciples, they go where 
and when the people are to be found.—Mat­
thew 5:1, 2; 9:35; Mark 6:34; 10:1; Acts 2:14; 
17:16, 17.

11 Witnesses are taking the initiative and
9. What facts show that the witness work has prospered?10. How have circumstances changed in some areas?11. Where are Jehovah’s Witnesses preaching today, and with what result?
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are discreetly preaching to peo­
ple in large parking areas, shop­
ping malls, factories, offices 
and businesses, schools, po­
lice stations, gas stations, 
hotels and restaurants, and 
on the streets. In fact, they 
preach wherever people 
can be found. And when 
people are at home, then 
the W itnesses continue 
calling on them there. This 
adaptable and pragmatic ap­
proach is re su ltin g  in in ­
creased distribution of Bible 
literature. Sheeplike ones are 
being found. New Bible studies 
are being started. The greatest 
educational work in human his­
tory is being carried out zeal­
ously by over five and a half mil­
lion volunteer ministers! Do you have the 
privilege of being one of them?—2 Corinthi­
ans 2:14-17; 3:5, 6.
What Motivates Jehovah’s Witnesses?

12 How does the heavenly organization fit 
into all of this? Isaiah prophesied: “All your 
sons will be persons taught by Jehovah, 
and the peace of your sons will be abun­
dant.” (Isaiah 54:13) Jehovah is teaching 
this worldwide united brotherhood through 
his visible organization on earth—at King­
dom Halls, at conventions, and at assem­
blies. Unity and peace result. Jehovah’s 
teaching has produced a unique people, ed­
ucated to love one another and their neigh­
bor as themselves, not to hate their neigh­
bors, wherever they may live in this divisive 
and divided world.—Matthew 22:36-40.

13 Love is what motivates Jehovah’s Wit-
12. (a) How is Jehovah teaching his people? (b) What effect does this teaching have?13. How can we be sure that angelic direction is involved in the preaching work?

nesses to continue preaching in 
sp ite  of apathy or persecu ­

tion. (1 Corinthians 13:1-8) 
They know that their life­
saving work is being direct­
ed from heaven, as Reve­
lation 14:6 states. What 

1 is the message that is be­
ing proclaimed under an­
gelic direction? “Fear God 
and give him glory, because 

the hour of the judgment by 
him has arrived, and so wor­

ship the One who made the 
heaven and the earth and sea 
and fountains of waters.” The 
preaching of the Kingdom good 
news exalts Jehovah’s name. 
People are being invited to give 
glory to the Creator, God, not 
to creatures and blind evolu­

tion. And why is the preaching work so u r­
gent? Because the hour of judgment has ar­
rived—judgment against Babylon the Great 
and all other aspects of Satan’s visible sys­
tem of things.—Revelation 14:7; 18:8-10.

14 No dedicated Christian is exempt from 
this preaching work. Spiritual elders take 
the lead in preaching with the congrega­
tion. Trained pioneers are fully occupied 
in the work. Zealous publishers of the King­
dom message, whether able to preach only a 
few hours a month or many, are spreading 
the message into every corner of the earth. 
—Matthew 28:19, 20; Hebrews 13:7, 17.

15 Has all this effort made an impact on 
the world? One simple proof that it has is 
the number of times Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are featured on TV programs and in news 
columns. These often highlight our per-
14. Who are involved in this great teaching cam­paign?15. What is an indicator of the impact of the preaching of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

E arlier in this 
century, phonographs 
w ere  used to  spread 

the K ingdom  message
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sistence and determination to reach every­
body. Yes, our zeal and constant presence 
make a deep impression, even if the ma­
jority of people reject the message and the 
messengers!

Our Zeal to Complete the Witness
16 We do not know how much more time 

is left for this system of things, nor do 
we need to know as long as our motive in 
serving Jehovah is pure. (Matthew 24:36; 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3) But we do know that 
in order for Jehovah’s love, power, and jus­
tice to be manifest, the good news must be 
preached “first.” (Mark 13:10) Therefore, re­
gardless of how many years we may eagerly 
have awaited the end of this wicked, unjust, 
and violent world, we must zealously live up 
to our dedication in accord with our circum­
stances. We may be elderly or sick, but we 
can still serve Jehovah with the zeal that we 
had in our younger or healthier days. May­
be we can no longer manage to spend as 
much time in the ministry as we former­
ly did, but we can certainly maintain the 
quality of our sacrifice of praise to Jehovah. 
—Hebrews 13:15.

17 Therefore, whether young or old, let us 
show zeal and share our positive new world 
message with all we meet. Let us be like 
the shy seven-year-old girl in Australia who 
went with her mother to the store. She had 
heard at the Kingdom Hall how important 
it is for all to preach, so she put two Bi­
ble brochures in her bag. While her moth­
er was busy at the counter, the little girl 
disappeared. When her mother looked for 
her, there she was offering a brochure to 
a lady! The mother went over to apologize 
for any annoyance her daughter might have
16. What attitude should now be manifested in the limited time that remains?17. Relate an encouraging experience that might help us all.

caused the lady. But the lady had gracious­
ly accepted the brochure. When the moth­
er again was alone with her daughter, she 
asked her how she got the courage to ap­
proach a stranger. “I just said, Ready, Set, 
Go! And I went!”

18 We all need a spirit like that of the 
Australian girl, especially in order to ap­
proach strangers or even officials with the 
good news. We may fear rejection. Let us 
not forget what Jesus said: “Do not become 
anxious about how or what you will speak 
in defense or what you will say; for the holy 
spirit will teach you in that very hour the 
things you ought to say.”—Luke 12:11, 12.

19 So trust in the help of God’s spirit as 
you approach people in a kindly way with 
the good news. Millions put their trust in 
often unworthy men and women who are 
here today and gone tomorrow. We trust 
in Jehovah and his heavenly organization 
—Christ Jesus, the holy angels, and resur­
rected anointed Christians—who are alive 
forever! Therefore, remember: “There are 
more who are with us than those who are 
with them”!—2 Kings 6:16.
18. How can we show an admirable spirit?19. How do you feel about your ministry?

How Do You Answer?
□  What role has God's heavenly or­

ganization played in the survival of 
Jehovah's people?

□  What political and religious ele­
ments have attacked Jehovah's W it­
nesses in the 20th century?

□  How have Jehovah's Witnesses 
adapted their ministry to the needs 
of the times?

□  What motivates you to preach?

The watchtower— June is, 1998 21



Jesus
The Ruler "Whose Origin 

is from early times"

EXCITEMENT mounts as you await the 
arrival of a long-lost relative. Finally, 
you meet him and greet him warmly. 

You listen attentively as he tells you why his 
father sent him to visit you. Then the time 
quickly arrives for his return home. Sadly, 
you bid him good-bye. The loss you feel at 
his departure diminishes when news arrives 
that he has reached home safely.

Later, when searching through some old 
papers, you become aware of letters that 
briefly mention your relative’s exploits long 
before he started out on his journey to meet 
you. What those letters tell you offers inter­
esting insights into his background and en­
hances your appreciation for both his visit 
and his present work.

“From Early Times”
Among the old papers available to first- 

century Jews were the writings of God’s 
prophet Micah, recorded some seven hun­
dred years previously. These pinpoint the 
Messiah’s birthplace. “You, 0  Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, the one too little to get to be 
among the thousands of Judah, from you 
there will come out to me the one who is to 
become ruler in Israel, whose origin is from 
early times, from the days of time indef­
inite.” (Micah 5:2) True to these words, Jesus 
was born in the Judean village of Bethlehem 
in what is now called the year 2 B.C.E. But 
how could his origin be “from early times”?

Jesus had a prehuman existence. In his 
letter to the Christians in Colossae, the apos­
tle Paul described Jesus as “the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” 
—Colossians 1:15.

Jehovah, the Source of wisdom, created 
his first Son as his ‘earliest achievement,’ 
to use the inspired expression recorded by 
King Solomon in the book of Proverbs. Af­
ter Jesus’ sojourn on earth and his return 
to heaven, he testified that he was indeed 
“the beginning of the creation by God.” As 
wisdom personified, the prehuman Jesus de­
clared: “When [Jehovah] prepared the heav­
ens I was there.”—Proverbs 8:22, 23, 27; 
Revelation 3:14.

From the start, God’s Son received a 
unique assignment, that of being “master 
worker” alongside his Father. What joy this 
brought to Jehovah! “I came to be the one he 
[Jehovah] was specially fond of day by day,” 
notes Proverbs 8:30, adding, “I being glad 
before him all the time.”

Jehovah later invited his firstborn Son to 
share in the creation of humankind. “Let us 
make man in our image,” he declared, “ac­
cording to our likeness.” (Genesis 1:26) As 
a result, another fondness developed. “The 
things I was fond of,” explained the prehu­
man Jesus, “were with the sons of men.” 
(Proverbs 8:31) At the beginning of his Gos­
pel, the apostle John acknowledged Jesus’ 
prehuman role in creation: “All things came 
into existence through him, and apart from 
him not even one thing came into existence.” 
—John 1:3.

Jehovah’s Spokesman
John’s words draw attention to another 

privilege that God’s Son enjoyed, namely, be-
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Joshua m eets the prince  
o f Jehovah 's  a rm y

ing a spokesman. From the beginning, he 
served as the Word. Thus, when Jehovah 
spoke to Adam, and later when he addressed 
Adam together with Eve, he likely did so 
through the Word. And who better to con­
vey God’s instructions for mankind’s wel­
fare than one who had a fondness for them? 
- J o h n  1:1, 2.

How it must have pained the Word to see 
Eve and then Adam disobey their Creator! 
And how he must have yearned to remedy 
the ills their disobedience brought on their 
offspring! (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:6, 8; Romans 
5:12) Addressing Satan, who had encour­
aged Eve to rebel, Jehovah declared: “I shall 
put enmity between you and the woman and 
between your seed and her seed.” (Gene­
sis 3:15) Having witnessed what happened

in Eden, the Word realized that as 
the primary part of the woman’s 
“seed,” he would become the target 
of vicious hatred. He knew that Sa­
tan was a manslayer.—John 8:44.

When Satan later questioned 
faithful Job’s integrity, the Word 
must have felt outrage at the slan­
derous accusations leveled against 
his Father. (Job 1:6-10; 2:1-4) In­
deed, in his role as archangel, the 
Word is known as Michael, whose 
name means “Who Is Like God?” 
and indicates how he champions 
Jehovah against all who aspire to 
usurp God’s sovereignty.—Daniel 
12:1; Revelation 12:7-10.

As the h isto ry  of Israel un­
furled, the Word observed Satan’s 
attem pts to tu rn  humans away 
from pure worship. Following the 
Exodus from Egypt, God told Isra­

el through Moses: “Here I am sending an an­
gel ahead of you to keep you on the road 
and to bring you into the place that I have 
prepared. Watch yourself because of him 
and obey his voice. Do not behave rebellious- 
ly against him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression; because my name is within 
him.” (Exodus 23:20, 21) Who was this an­
gel? Likely, the prehuman Jesus.

Faithful Subjection
Moses died in 1473 B.C.E., and his body 

was buried “in the valley in the land of 
Moab in front of Beth-peor.” (Deuteronomy 
34:5, 6) Apparently, Satan wanted to use the 
corpse, possibly to promote idolatry. Michael 
opposed this but submissively deferred to 
the authority of his Father, Jehovah. ‘Not
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TESTIMONY TO A PREHUMAN EXISTENCE

Jesus' own words, as noted below, abundantly 
testify to his prehuman existence:

□  "No man has ascended into heaven but he 
that descended from heaven, the Son of man." 
— John 3:13.

□  "Moses did not give you the bread from heav­
en, but my Father does give you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is the one who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world. . . .  I have come down from heaven to do, 
not my will, but the will of him that sent me." 
— John 6:32, 33, 38.
□  "This is the bread that comes down from heav­
en, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven; if 
anyone eats of this bread he will live forever." 
— John 6:50, 51.

□  "What, therefore, if you should behold the Son 
of man ascending to where he was before?" 
— John 6:62.

daring to bring a judgment against Satan in 
abusive terms,’ Michael warned Satan: “May 
Jehovah rebuke you.”—Jude 9.

Israel next began its conquest of the 
Promised Land of Canaan. Near the city 
of Jericho, Joshua received reassurance of 
the Word’s continuing oversight of the na­
tion. There he met up with a man carry­
ing a drawn sword. Joshua walked up to 
the stranger and asked: “Are you for us or 
for our adversaries?” Imagine Joshua’s sur­
prise when the stranger revealed his iden­
tity, saying: “No, but I—as prince of the 
army of Jehovah I have now come.” Little 
wonder that Joshua fell on his face before 
this exalted representative of Jehovah, no 
doubt the prehuman Jesus who would lat­
er become “Messiah the Leader.”—Joshua 5: 
13-15; Daniel 9:25.

A further confrontation with Satan took 
place in the days of God’s prophet Daniel. 
On this occasion Michael supported his fel­

□ "My witness is true, because I know where I 
came from and where I am going. . . . You are 
from the realms below; I am from the realms 
above. You are from this world; I am not from this 
world."— John 8:14, 23.

□ "If God were your Father, you would love me, 
for from God I came forth and am here. Neither 
have I come of my own initiative at all, but that 
One sent me forth."— John 8:42.

□ "Most truly I say to you, Before Abraham came 
into existence, I have been."— John 8:58.

□  "Father, glorify me alongside yourself with the 
glory that I had alongside you before the world 
was. Father, as to what you have given me, I wish 
that, where I am, they also may be with me, in or­
der to behold my glory that you have given me, 
because you loved me before the founding of the 
world."— John 17:5, 24.

low angel when the demon prince of Persia 
‘stood in opposition’ for three weeks. The 
angel explained: “Look! Michael, one of the 
foremost princes, came to help me; and I, for 
my part, remained there beside the kings of 
Persia.”—Daniel 10:13, 21.

Prehuman and Human Glory
In 778 B.C.E., the year Judean King Uzzi- 

ah died, God’s prophet Isaiah beheld a vi­
sion of Jehovah on his lofty throne. “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
asked Jehovah. Isaiah volunteered, but Jeho­
vah warned him that his fellow Israelites 
would be unresponsive to his declarations. 
The apostle John compared the unbelieving 
Jews of the first century to the people of 
Isaiah’s day, and noted: “Isaiah said these 
things because he saw his glory.” Whose glo­
ry? That of Jehovah and of the prehuman 
Jesus alongside him in the heavenly courts. 
- Isa iah  6:1, 8-10; John 12:37-41.
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Some centuries later came Jesus’ greatest 
assignment up to that time. Jehovah trans­
ferred the life force of his beloved Son from 
heaven into the womb of Mary. Nine months 
later she gave birth to a baby boy, Jesus. 
(Luke 2:1-7, 21) In the words of the apostle 
Paul: “When the full limit of the time ar­
rived, God sent forth his Son, who came to 
be out of a woman.” (Galatians 4:4) Likewise, 
the apostle John acknowledged: “The Word 
became flesh and resided among us, and we 
had a view of his glory, a glory such as be­
longs to an only-begotten son from a father; 
and he was full of undeserved kindness and 
tru th .”—John 1:14.

Messiah Appears
At least by the age of 12, the young Je­

sus had come to appreciate that he must be 
busy doing his heavenly Father’s business. 
(Luke 2:48, 49) Some 18 years later, Jesus 
came to John the Baptist at the Jordan River 
and was baptized. As Jesus prayed, the heav­
ens opened, and the holy spirit descended 
on him. Imagine the flood of memories that 
came to mind as he recalled the countless 
millenniums he had served alongside his Fa­
ther as master worker, spokesman, prince of 
God’s army, and as the archangel, Michael. 
Then came the thrill of hearing his Father’s 
voice telling John the Baptist: “This is my 
Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.” 
—Matthew 3:16, 17; Luke 3:21, 22.

John the Baptist certainly did not doubt 
Jesus’ prehuman existence. As Jesus ap­
proached him, John declared: “See, the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 
world!” And he added: “This is the one about 
whom I said, Behind me there comes a man 
who has advanced in front of me, because 
he existed before me.” (John 1:15, 29, 30) 
The apostle John too knew of Jesus’ preex­
istence. “He that comes from above is over 
all others,” he wrote, and: “He that comes

from heaven is over all others. What he has 
seen and heard, of this he bears witness.” 
—John 3:31, 32.

About the year 61 C.E., the apostle Paul 
urged Hebrew Christians to appreciate the 
full importance of Messiah’s arrival on 
earth and his work as High Priest. Draw­
ing attention to Jesus’ role as Spokesman, 
Paul wrote: “God . . . has at the end of 
these days spoken to us by means of a Son 
. . . through whom he made the systems of 
things.” Whether this refers to Jesus’ role as 
“master worker” at creation or to his involve­
ment in God’s progressive arrangements for 
man’s reconciliation, Paul here adds his tes­
timony to Jesus’ prehuman existence.—He­
brews 1:1-6; 2:9.

Loyalty From “Early Times”
To first-century Christians in Philippi, 

Paul addressed this exhortation: “Keep this 
mental attitude in you that was also in 
Christ Jesus, who, although he was existing 
in God’s form, gave no consideration to a 
seizure, namely, that he should be equal to 
God. No, but he emptied himself and took a 
slave’s form and came to be in the likeness 
of men. More than that, when he found him­
self in fashion as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient as far as death, yes, 
death on a torture stake.” (Philippians 2:5-8) 
Jehovah lovingly responded to Jesus’ loyal 
course by resurrecting him and then wel­
coming him back home to heaven. What a 
sterling example of integrity through aeons 
of time Jesus has left for us!—1 Peter 2:21.

How grateful we are for the glimpses the 
Bible provides of Jesus’ prehuman existence! 
They surely strengthen our resolve to imi­
tate his example of loyal service, especially 
now that he reigns as King of God’s Messi­
anic Kingdom. Let us hail the “Prince of 
Peace,” Christ Jesus, our Governor and Rul­
er “whose origin is from early times”!—Isa­
iah 9:6; Micah 5:2.
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T R U E  J U S T I C E
WHEN AND HOW?

T HE innocent should have nothing to 
fear from true justice. Indeed, citizens 
almost everywhere have reason to be 

grateful if their country has a legal sys­
tem that tries to ensure justice. Such a sys­
tem involves a framework of laws, a police 
force to enforce them, and courts to admin­
ister justice. True Christians respect the ju­
dicial system in which they live, in keep­
ing with the Biblical admonition to “be in 
subjection to the superior authorities.”—Ro­
mans 13:1-7.

However, judicial systems in various coun­
tries have made harmful and embarrass­
ing errors.* Instead of punishing the guilty 
and protecting the innocent, at times inno­
cent people have been punished for crimes 
they did not commit. Other individuals have 
spent years in prison, only to be released be­
fore completion of their sentence amid seri­
ous doubt as to whether they were guilty

* In the cases mentioned here, T h e  W a tc h to w e r  is not suggesting the guilt or innocence of any individ­ual, nor is the magazine upholding one country’s ju­dicial system as being better than that of anoth­er. Moreover, this magazine does not advocate one form of punishment over another. This article sim­ply states the facts as they were known at the time of writing.

and their conviction was warranted. Hence, 
many are asking, Will there ever be true 
justice for everyone? If so, when and how? 
Whom can we trust to protect the inno­
cent? And what hope is there for victims of 
injustice?

Justice Gone Wrong
In the 1980’s, Germany witnessed “one of 

the most sensational processes of the post­
war period,” during which a mother was 
sent to prison for life for murdering her 
two daughters. Years later, however, the ev­
idence against her was reevaluated, and she 
was released pending a new trial. Die Zeit 
reported in 1995 that the original judgment 
“could prove to be a judicial error.” Up to the 
time of writing, this woman had spent nine 
years in prison surrounded by uncertainty 
as to her guilt or innocence.

One November evening in 1974, the city 
center of Birmingham, England, was rocked 
by the explosion of two bombs that killed 21 
persons. It was an event that “no one in Bir­
mingham will ever forget,” wrote Chris Mul­
len, a member of Parliament. Later, “six in­
nocent men were convicted of the biggest
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murder in British history.” Later their con­
victions were quashed—but only after the 
men had spent 16 years behind bars!

Legal counsel Ken Crispin reported on a 
case that “captured the public imagination 
in a manner unique in the annals of Aus­
tralian legal history.” A family was camp­
ing near Ayers Rock when their baby disap­
peared, never to be found again. The mother 
was charged with murder, convicted, and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. In 1987, af­
ter she had been incarcerated for over three 
years, an official inquiry found that the evi­
dence against her could not justify a convic­
tion. She was released and pardoned.

An 18-year-old woman living in the south­
ern United States was murdered in 1986. 
A middle-aged man was charged, convicted, 
and sentenced to death. He spent six years 
on death row before it was established that 
he had nothing to do with the crime.

Are these rare examples of judicial mis­
takes? David Rudovsky of the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School notes: “I’ve been 
in the system for about 25 years and seen a 
lot of cases. I would say those convicted who 
are in fact innocent . . .  I’d guess between 
five and 10%.” Crispin asks the disturbing 
question: “Are there other innocent people 
sitting dejectedly in prison cells?” How are 
such tragic mistakes possible?

Human Judicial Systems —With Human Weaknesses
“No human system can expect to be per­

fect,” stressed the British Court of Appeal 
in 1991. A judicial system can be only as 
just and dependable as the people who de­
sign and administer it. People are prone to 
error, dishonesty, and prejudice. Hence, it 
should come as no surprise that man’s ju­
dicial systems manifest exactly these same 
flaws. Consider the following.

According to Judge Rolf Bender of Ger­
many, in 95 percent of all criminal cases,

statements from witnesses are decisive as 
evidence. But are such witnesses in court al­
ways reliable? Judge Bender thinks not. He 
estimates that half the witnesses who ap­
pear in court tell untruths. Bernd Schune- 
mann, professor ordinarius of criminal law 
at the University of Munich, Germany, made 
a similar observation. In an interview with 
Die Zeit, Schiinemann confirmed that state­
ments of witnesses are the principal—albeit 
unreliable—form of evidence. “I would say 
the typical reason for errors of justice is that 
the judge relies on unreliable statements of 
witnesses.”

Witnesses are fallible; so are the police. 
Particularly following a crime that causes

Im perfect jud ic ia l 
system s
— along w ith  corrupt 
governm ent, debased 
re lig io n ,
and unprincipled

commerce■— are a 
re flection o f a 
human soc ie ty th a t  
is  in  need o f a m ajor 
re stru c tu rin g

public outrage, the police come under pres­
sure to make an arrest. Under such cir­
cumstances, individual policemen have suc­
cumbed to the temptation to manufacture 
evidence or to force a suspect to confess. 
When the six men who were convicted of the 
Birmingham bombings were released, the 
British newspaper The Independent car­
ried the headline: “Conviction of Six Blamed 
on C orrupt Police.” According to The  
Times: “Police lied, colluded and deceived.”
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COMFORT FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
In November 1952, Derek Bentley and Christo­

pher Craig broke into a warehouse in Croydon, 
near London, England. Bentley was 19 years of 
age and Craig was 16. The police were called, 
and Craig shot and killed one of the policemen. 
Craig served nine years in prison, whereas Bent­
ley was hanged for murder in January 1953.

Bentley's sister, Iris, campaigned for 40 years 
to clear his name of a murder he did not commit. 
In 1993, the Crown issued a pardon in respect of 
the sentence, admitting that Derek Bentley should 
never have been hanged. Iris Bentley wrote about 
the case in the book Let Him Have Justice: 

"About a year before the shooting he met a 
Jehovah's Witness in the street . . . Sister Lane 
lived not far from us at Fairview Road and she in­

In some cases, prejudice may make the 
police and public suspect individuals of 
a certain race, religion, or nationality. As 
U.S.News & World Report comments, solv­
ing a crime can then deteriorate into “an is­
sue of racism rather than reason.”

Once a case reaches court, decisions may 
be affected not only by what witnesses say 
but also by scientific evidence. In the in­
creasingly complicated field of forensics, 
judge or jury may be called upon to de­
cide guilt or innocence based on ballistics or 
the identification of fingerprints, handwrit­
ing, blood groups, hair color, textile threads, 
or DNA samples. One lawyer noted that 
courts are faced with “batteries of scien­
tists describing procedures of bewildering 
complexity.”

Moreover, the magazine Nature notes 
that not all scientists agree on the inter­
pretation of forensic evidence. “There can 
be genuine disagreement between forensic 
scientists.” Sad to say, “faulty forensic evi­
dence has already been responsible for more 
than its fair share of faulty convictions.”

vited Derek round to listen to Bible stories. . . . 
What was good was that Sister Lane had the Bi­
ble stories on records, which she lent him [since 
Derek was a poor reader]. . . .  He used to come 
back and tell me what she'd told him, things like 
we'll all come back again after we're dead."

Iris Bentley visited her brother on death row pri­
or to his execution. How did he feel? "Those things 
that Sister Lane told him helped him over those 
last few days."— Italics ours.

Should you suffer hardship from an error of jus­
tice, it would be good for you to read and med­
itate on Bible truths. This can provide great com­
fort, for Jehovah God is "the Father of tender 
mercies and the God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our tribulation."— 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.

No matter where we live, all judicial sys­
tems currently in operation reflect human 
shortcomings. So whom can we trust to pro­
tect the innocent? Can we hope ever to have 
true justice? And what hope is there for vic­
tims of judicial error?

“I, Jeh o v ah , A m  L oving  J u s t ic e ”
Should you or a member of your family 

be the victim of an error of justice, Jeho­
vah God and his Son, Jesus, recognize what 
you are going through. The most horrendous 
injustice of all time was committed when 
Christ was executed on a torture stake. The 
apostle Peter tells us that Jesus “committed 
no sin.” Yet, he was accused by false witness­
es, found guilty, and executed.—1 Peter 2: 
22; Matthew 26:3, 4, 59-62.

Imagine how Jehovah must have felt 
about such mistreatment of his Son! Jus­
tice is one of Jehovah's cardinal qualities. 
The Bible tells us: “All his ways are justice.” 
—Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 33:5.

Jehovah gave Israel an outstanding judi­
cial system. In the case of an unsolved mur-
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A horrendous in justice  
w as c o m m itte d  w hen C hrist 

w as executed

der, the death was atoned for by sacrifice. 
There was no pressure to solve every crime 
at the risk of convicting an innocent person. 
No one could be convicted of murder purely 
on circumstantial or scientific evidence; at 
least two eyewitnesses were needed. (Deu­
teronomy 17:6; 21:1-9) These examples show 
that Jehovah has high standards and is con­

cerned that justice be administered proper­
ly. Indeed, he says: “I, Jehovah, am loving 
justice.”—Isaiah 61:8.

Of course, Israel’s judicial system was in 
the hands of humans who had shortcom­
ings similar to ours. There were cases when 
the law was applied wrongly. King Solomon 
wrote: “If you see any oppression of the one 
of little means and the violent taking away 
of judgment and of righteousness in a juris­
dictional district, do not be amazed over the 
affair.”—Ecclesiastes 5:8.

Jehovah was able to correct the injus­
tice done to his Son. The certainty of this 
strengthened Jesus, who “for the joy that 
was set before him . . . endured a torture 
stake.” Similarly, the joyful prospect of liv­
ing on a paradise earth under the rulership 
of the Messiah, with true justice prevail­
ing, can strengthen us to endure hearing 
about or even experiencing injustice in this 
old system. There is no harm or injury that 
Jehovah cannot put right in his due time. 
Even ones who lose their lives through a ju­
dicial mistake may experience a resurrec­
tion.—Hebrews 12:2; Acts 24:15.

If we suffer as victims of injustice, we can 
be grateful that many judicial systems have 
legal channels that may enable us to correct 
the situation. Christians may use such chan­
nels. However, they bear in mind this fact: 
Imperfect judicial systems are a reflection of 
a human society that is in need of a major 
restructuring. That is shortly to take place 
—at God’s hand.

Jehovah will soon do away with this un­
just system of things and replace it with 
a new system in which “righteousness is 
to dwell.” We can have absolute confidence 
that our Creator will then administer justice 
through his Messianic King, Jesus Christ. 
True justice for everyone is near at hand! 
How grateful we can be for this prospect. 
—2 Peter 3:13.
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Q U E S T IO N S  FR O M  READERS

Jesus u rg e d : " Exert you rse lves v ig o ro u s ly  to  
g e t in  th ro u g h  the n a rro w  d o o r, because 
m any, I te l l you, w i l l  seek to  g e t in b u t w i l l  
no t be a b l e (Luke 1 3 :2 4 ) W h a t d id  he 
m ean, a n d  h o w  does i t  a p p ly  to d a y ?

We can best understand this interesting passage 
by considering its setting. Some six months before 
his death, Jesus was in Jerusalem during the anni­
versary of the rededication of the temple. He spoke 
of being the shepherd of God's sheep but pointed 
out that the Jews in general were not among such 
sheep because they refused to listen. When he said 
that he was "one" with his Father, the Jews lifted 
up stones to stone him. He escaped to Perea be­
yond the Jordan.— John 10:1-40.

There a man asked: "Lord, are those who are be­
ing saved few?" (Luke 13:23) That was a fitting 
question for him to ask, since Jews of that time held 
that only a limited number would merit salvation. 
Given their attitude, it is not hard to imagine who 
they thought would constitute the few. How mistak­
en they were, as later developments would show!

For some two years, Jesus had been among them, 
teaching, performing miracles, and holding out the 
possibility of their becoming heirs of the heav­
enly Kingdom. With what result? They, and their 
leaders in particular, were proud of being descen­
dants of Abraham and being entrusted with God's 
Law. (Matthew 23:2; John 8:31 -44) But they would 
not recognize and respond to the Fine Shepherd's

In O u r N ext Issue

Why Some Are 
Changing Their Religion

Learning From Past Mistakes
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voice. There had been as if an open door before 
them, with membership in the Kingdom as the chief 
reward for going through it, but they refused. Only 
a relatively few, mainly from the lowly class, heard 
Jesus' message of truth, responded, and stuck with 
him.— Luke 22:28-30; John 7:47-49.

On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., it was the lat­
ter ones who were in line to be anointed with spirit. 
(Acts 2:1-38) They were not among the workers 
of unrighteousness mentioned by Jesus who would 
weep and gnash their teeth because of failing to 
take up the opportunity made available to them. 
— Luke 13:27, 28.

Consequently, in the first century the "many" 
were the Jews in general, and especially the reli­
gious leaders. These claimed to want God's favor 
— but only according to their own standards and 
ways, not God's. In contrast, the relatively "few" 
who responded out of a sincere interest in being 
part of the Kingdom became anointed members of 
the Christian congregation.

Now consider the more extended application 
that takes place in our day. Countless individuals 
attending the churches of Christendom have been 
taught that they will go to heaven. This aspiration, 
however, is not based on the accurate teachings of 
the Scriptures. As with the Jews earlier, these want 
God's favor only on their own terms.

There have been, though, a relatively few in 
our time who have humbly responded to the 
Kingdom message, dedicated themselves to Jeho­
vah, and come in line for his favor. This has led 
to their becoming "sons of the kingdom." (Mat­
thew 13:38) Such anointed "sons" began to be 
invited at Pentecost 33 C.E. Jehovah's Witnesses 
have long held that the evidence of God's dealing 
with his people suggests that fundamentally the 
members of the heavenly class have been called. 
Hence, those who have learned Bible truth in recent 
years have understood that the hope of everlasting 
life on a paradise earth is now being extended. 
These have come to outnumber the declining rem­
nant of anointed Christians, who have the prospect
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It is easy to think that way, but is it 
really wise? For example, did the apos­
tles think that way? Definitely not. They 
gave true worship their all— right down 
till their death. Paul, for instance, could 
say: "[Christ] is the one we are publiciz­
ing ..  . To this end I am indeed working 
hard, exerting myself in accordance 
with the operation of him and which 
is at work in me with power." Later 
he wrote: "To this end we are working 
hard and exerting ourselves, because 
we have rested our hope on a living 
God, who is a Savior of all sorts of 
men, especially of faithful ones."— Co- 
lossians 1:28, 29; 1 Timothy 4:10.

We know that Paul did the absolutely 
right thing in exerting himself. How con­
tent each of us would be to be able to 
say as Paul did: "I have fought the fine 
fight, I have run the course to the finish,
I have observed the faith." (2 Timothy 
4:7) So in line with Jesus' words re­
corded at Luke 13:24, each of us can 
ask, 'Am I applying myself with dili­
gence and industriousness? Yes, do I 
give ample, regular evidence that I take 
to heart Jesus' admonition: "Exert your­
selves vigorously to get in through the 
narrow door"?'

of actually going to heaven. Luke 13:24 does not 
apply principally to those who do not expect to go 
to heaven, but it certainly contains wise advice 
for them.

By urging us to exert ourselves vigorously, Je­
sus was not saying that either he or his Father 
puts obstacles in our way to hinder us. But we 
understand from Luke 13:24 that God's require­
ments are such as to exclude unworthy ones. "Exert 
yourselves vigorously" implies struggling, extend­
ing ourselves. We thus might ask ourselves, 'Am 
I extending myself?' Luke 13:24 might be para­
phrased, 1 need to exert myself vigorously to get

in through the narrow door because many will seek 
to get in but will not be able. So am I truly exert­
ing myself vigorously? Am I like an athlete in an 
ancient stadium who gives his all to win the prize? 
No such athlete would be halfhearted, taking it 
easy. Am I?'

Jesus' words suggest that some might seek to 'get 
through the door' only at their own convenience, 
at an easy pace that they prefer. Such an attitude 
could affect individual Witnesses. Some might rea­
son, 'I know of devoted Christians who extended 
themselves for years, making many sacrifices; yet, 
by the time of their death, the end of this wicked 

system still had not come. So maybe I'd 
better slow down, live a more normal 
life.'
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W hat Future for Our Earth?
"No other century on record equals the 20th in uncivilized 

civil violence, in the number of conflicts waged, the hordes of 
refugees created, the millions of people killed in wars, and the 
vast expenditures for 'defense,'" states World Military and 
Social Expenditures 1996. Will this situation ever change?

The apostle Peter reminded Christians of a promise made by 
God centuries earlier: "There are new heavens and a new 
earth that we are awaiting according to [God's] promise, and 
in these righteousness is to dwell." (2 Peter 3:13) Such words 
were originally part of the prophecy of Isaiah. (Isaiah 65:17; 
66:22) Ancient Israel experienced an initial fulfillment when 
the nation was restored to its promised land after being held 
captive in Babylon for 70 years. By reiterating the promise 
of "new heavens and a new earth," Peter showed that the 
prophecy would yet be fulfilled on an even grander scale 
— worldwide!

The establishment of righteous conditions in the whole earth 
is God's will, and it will be brought about by his heavenly 
Kingdom with Christ as King. "Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, neither will they learn war anymore." (Isaiah 
2:4) Such complete peace and security on earth is what Je­
sus taught his followers to expect and to pray for in what is 
commonly called the Our Father, or Lord's Prayer, saying: "Let 
your kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, 
also upon earth."— Matthew 6:9, 10 

Would you enjoy living in a world that is as righteous as 
heaven is? That is the hope that the Bible holds out to everyone 
who wholeheartedly seeks to know God and live according to 
his righteous ways.


