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Beware of
Ridiculers!

Today, predictions abound, and the futurology business is booming.

"As the year 2000 draws closer,” observes

Daily Telegraph

of London, "something strange and yet not totally unexpected is
happening. Thousands of people around the world are experiencing
bizarre and often terrifying visions of the future.” To many
observers this intense interest in the future is merely a repetition
of previously hoped-for changes that did not materialize.

S HORSE-DRAWN traffic in-
A creased in the 19th century, one
_\Lman predicted that European
cities would eventually suffocate in ma-
nure. Of course, his prediction proved to
be false. Thus, in calling attention to
the way Predlctmns freguently fail, The
Times of London stated: “The future Is
just a load of horse manure.”
Others, ridicule those who see dan-
ger ahead. For example, one professor of

business at a U.S. university challenged
those. who warn of environmental deg-
radation to wager whether the trend
would worsen. As reﬁorted_ in the New
Scientist magazine, he claims that “our
qualltY of life'is |m?_r0_vmg and will con-
tinue to do so indefinitely.”

Amid the confusion of claims and
counterclaims, many helieve that every-
thing will remain basically unchanged.
Ridiculing any thought of divine
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intervention in human affairs, they
show an attitude like that of ridiculers
in the first century CE.

Is Everything Still the Same?

The second msted letter of the
Christian apostle Peter, penned about
4 CE., warned: “In the last days there
will come ridiculers with their fidicule,
p,roceedmgpaccordmg to their own de-
Sires."—2 Peter 3:3.

Ridiculers seek to
make the object of their
ridicule appear ludi-
crous. The person who
succumbs to ridicule
may be falling into a
selfish trap because the
ridiculer often wants
those who listen to adopt
his viewpoint. Perhaps
some of the ridiculers
of whom Peter warned
were like this, “?roceed-
ing accprdln? 0 their
own desires.” In alerting
his readers, the apostle
used an emphatic form
of expression. He“warne
ofthe arrival of 1dicul-
ers with their ridicule.
~ Those first-century rid- _
iculers questioned the reality of Christ’s
“ﬁ_rom|sed_ presence,” sa¥|n_g: “Where is
this promised Presence ot his? Wh?/, from
the day our forefathers fell asleep in
death, all things are continuing exact-
ly as from creation’s beginning.” (2 Pe-
ter 3:4) It appeared that way to them.
Yet, back in the year 33 C.E., Jesus had
foretold catastrophe for the city of Jeru-
salem. “The days will come upon you,”
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"The days will come
upon you, when your
enemies will. ..
you and distress you
from every side,
.. and they will not
leave a stone upon
a stone inyou."
That was not a warning
to be ridiculed.

The Roman armies
destroyed Jerusalem,
with widespread
loss of life.

he declared, “when your enemies will
build around you a fortification with
pointed stakes and will encircle you and
distress you from every side, and they
will dash you and your children with-
in you to the ground, and they will not
|eave a stone upon a stone in you.” How
mistaken were those who ridiculed that
warning! In 70 CE., the Roman armies
besieged Jerusalem and destroyed the
city, with widespread loss
of life to its inhabitants.
Why were the majority of
the city’s inhabitants not

: Pre ared for this disas-
encircle  tor7 Because they had not
discerned that God had
inspected them throu?h
his Son, Jesus.—Luke 19:
43,44

The apostle Peter re-
fers to a future inter-
vention by God Almighty.
“Jehovah’s day will corne
as a thief,” Peter warns,
(2 Peter 3;10) At that
fime God will femove the
ungodly from the entire
globe ‘and spare those
Who are kjd%ed' to be righ-
teous. As this. {ournal
has frequently explained, Christ Jesus’
“presence” began in 1914, But his takm%
action as God’s Executioner to remov
wickedness is yet future. Consequently,
the apostle’s warning to beware of ridl-
culers applies now with greater urgency.

. You may already have waited a long
time for divine_intervention in man’s
affairs, What will help you to continue
to wait patiently without becoming the
prey of ridiculers? Please read on.



Wait Patiently

|;!E shepherd who repeatedly cried
f olft Wten there was nto wolf
oun hat his subsequent cr
for he went unheege(? %Iml ary
[%/to ay, manK |sregar the Im-
menceo Jehovah’s day because
they have heard countless warn-
Ings that have proved to be false
alarms. The very fact that so many fail
to discern which warning s gefuine_and
then heed it plays into the hands of God’s
(llreat enemy, Satan, that false “angel of
gAht "—) formthllans 11:14 b
spirit of complacency wou nge
0Us even 1(or thosepw o hgve servecie Jeh
Consider th ewarmng

for some time. Why?
by the apostle Peter in the first century.

Think Clearly

Peter’s second jnspired [étter was a re-
minder to the early Christians, and it s o
us as well. “Beloved ones,” he writes, “thjs
I now the.second letter | am writing you, in
which, as |n myf|rst one, ['am arousmg your
clear thinking faculties by way of a refriind-
er, gz Peter 3:1) What haSis does Peter have
for this concern? Peter ] thhts the pres-
ence of rjdiculers whose ridicufe undermines
the needed sense of urgency respecting the
time inwhich God’s servants live, Now is the
time to beware of being duped by scoffers.
Peter thus urges his readers to “remember

%aglmgs previously spoken by the hoh{
R 2 Peter 3:7; Acts 3:22, 23) Wha
ad the rophets sald?

God’s fa|thfu| servants had on many occa-
sions called attention to how diving ju Ldg
ments brought an end to wickedness. Pet
reminds his readers of the Flood of Noan’s
day that God used as a means to Intervene

when the earth was filled with badness. That
torrential Deluge effectively ended the world
of that time. But God preServed Noah and
in an ark along with representa-
tive |IVInP creatures ' of every sort of flesh.”
Universal legends testify to the truthfulness
?fth3e5B|g)hcaI account.*—Genesis 6:19; 2 Pe-
er

Peter calls that divine intervention % fact
that escapes the notlce of some people, Then
others were lull e Into complacency by the
r|d|cu ers of the day. We, though, must never
|ose mght of what Jehovah has already done.
Peter fells us: “By the same word the heav-
ens and the earth’that are now are stored up
for fire and are bem? reserved to the day of

his family |

Judgment and of destruction of the ungadly

men.” (2 Peter 3:7) Yes, divine intervention
IS to occur again,

God Is Not Slow
MlIIennlums of time have already passed.
é/ has God Walted S0 long to solve man-
kind’s problems? Again, Peter focuses on an-
other fact. He says:Let this one fact not be
escaping your notice, beloved ones, that one
day Is with Jehovah as a thousand years and

*Please seeé boo TheBible— God
n ubljshed by the Watchtower B
eaanSdT?a omeyEsNgw%rtke AHCIOWEr B
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a thousand years as one day.” $2 Peter 3.8)
Jehovah's view of time differs from ours. T0
the eternal God, the period from Adam’s
creation until now does,not even amount to
a week. But whatever view of time we have,
each millennium and each day that passes
bring us nearer to the outworking of Jeho-
vah’s purpose.

“A waiched pot never boils” s a sayin
that |mphesthat simply waiting for an eve
seems to defer jts oCcurrence. However,
Peter recommends ‘awaiting and ee Ing
close in mind the presence of the da o Je
hovah.” (2 Peter 3:12) How can we eveIo a
mental attitude, that keeps us alert to the
Imminence of divine intervention?

Actions Speak Louder Than Words

Peter focuses attention on deeds and ac-
tions. He refers fo “holy acts of conduct” as
well as “deeds of godly devotion.” (2 Peter 3:
ll)TWhat do thes involve?

he real servant of God acts in a way that
pleases Him, The faith_of such a true Wor
shiper |s reflected in hrs conduct his |sk
trn urs eshrmfromt osew 0 merel s e

elief 1n God and his promises.
vou have noticed that the public mrnrstry of
ehovah’s Witnesses sets them apart as dif-
ferent. They call at your home to, draw atten-
tion to Godl’s Bromrses outlined in the Bible,
But they also bear witness to their hopes and
beliefs wherever they meet people.

The Witness who busies hrmselfdeclarrng
hrs faith to othe 3 has his beliefs reinforce
and strengthened. Expression deepens Im-
pression and at the same time brings inner
Joy and contentment. When we annolince the
good news of God’s Krngdom we are pleas-
ing_Jehovah too. We kiow that he is ot
unrrphteous S0 a5 to forget our work and
H ove wesow(p hrs name,’ as Peter’s
ellow apostle Paul declares.—Hebrews 6:10;
Romans 10:9, 10,
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What is the result, of this pre ion
with spreadrng the Kingdom P)od0 v\}sd
Ing the |_ang days of this present wrcked
sy stem undreds of thousands of honest-
hearte people are | arnrnﬂ how to come
Into a close relationship with Jehovah,
benefit from his undeserved kindness and
find true happiness in the prospect of eter-
nal life on a paradise earth.

Advance Knowledge
AIthough we know from the Bible that Je-
hovah Goawill intervene at his due time, we
need to heed a further Warnrng that Pe-
ter gives. “Having this advance nowledrIJ
be on our uar that ou may not be fed
ata WI'[ H error-of teIav[v
Ing peopean all from your own stea
fastness."—2 Peter 3:17.
Jehovah surely knew in advance that some
who lack strongfaith could become discour-
aged by the séeming delav of divine inter-
ventron He also knew that the influence of
ungodly people could corrupt his true ser-
vaits or, at the least, undermine their be-
lief that the sanctification of God’s name Is
near. How tragic it would be to fall from
steadfastness I these final days!
Now is no time tg harbor ddibts or uncer-
tarnty about what Jehovah will do. (Hebrews
12:1)'Rather, now IS the time to grow in ap-
Brecratron of what Jehovah’s patience has
rought—the prospect of salvation to. mil-
lions " who become art of the internatjopal
ﬂ]reat crowd and logk forward to syrvivin
e coming great trrb‘ulatron Revelation 7.
9, 14) Petér exhorts: Goon owrng In the
undgserved kindness ang nowlea % of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
gl orv both now and to the day of eternity.”
eter 3

“Keep Yourselves |n God’s Love”
Bern? usy in K %om preaching and
reqularly attending Christian meetings for



worship and_study of God’s Word offer us
Brotectlon. Thus, ‘we will not have time to

ecome overly concerned abouf the deterio-
rating conditigns in today’s wicked sYstem.
Fears and anxieties need have little place in
the life of true Christians. (1 Corinthians 15:
58) The husier we are serving Jehovah, the
quicker time passes.

Jude, who was Peter’s contemporary and
the half brother of Jesus, exhorts us; “You,
beloved ones, b¥ building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, an praqu with haly
Spirt, keep_P(ourseres In God’s Tove, while
Xou are waifing for the mercy of qur Lord
esus Christ with everlasting”life in view.”
(Jude 20, 2? Notice the importance of a pos-
Itive attitude that_is fostered by persever-
ance in prayer. (1 Thessalonians5.17) Jude
then adas: “Continue showing mercy t0 some
that have doubts; save them by snatching
them out of the fire, But continue showing
mercy to others, doing so with fear, while
gou ate even the Inner garment that has

een stained by the flesh.™(Jude 22,23) How

Learn now about God's promise of Paradise

vital it is to strengthen one another durin
these difficult timés! And how important i
is not to fall into temptation, using this ex-
tended “day of salvation” as an excuse for

loose conduct,” now so prevalent in to_daﬁ_s
morallfl corrupt world.—Jude 4; 2 Corinthi-
ans 6.1, 2. _

B?/ heeding the loving counsel of Peter,
Paul, and Jude and by being busy and active
in God’s service, you can wait patiently on
Jehovah’s intervention. But will you?

Do not hesitate to contact the Witnesses
|n_}/ou_r locality for help to strengthen Your
faith_in the Creator’s promise Of everlast-
ing life. Learn what is required to qualify
to’share in this never-to-be-repeated global
witness work that will be concluded at the
gl})proachmg great tribulation. (Mark 13:10)

ou will thén”have the prospect of living in
the new world of rightequsness that Jého-
vah promises. (2 Péter 3:13) Heed his re-
minders! Wait patiently! Be busy!

thewatchtower— June i, i998 7



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
Using Every Opportunity

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES are known worldwide
for their Bible educational work. But they also
conduct programs that bring other benefits to so-
ciety. This public service has been well received,
as the following experiences from Ecuador show.

O The management of a large glass factory
wanted to organize a course on family values for
their employees. The director of human resources
invited several Catholic priests to participate but
had no response. One priest told him that so few
priests were qualified to talk on the subject that
likely no one would be available. On hearing this,
a Witness employee made arrangements for a
brother who often works business territory to vis-
it the factory.

The very next day, the Witness approached
the director of human resources with a proposed
study course. A list of subjects was drawn from
various publications of the Watch Tower Society.
The director was impressed. He selected three
topics for discussion— human relations, ethics at
work, and ethics in the family. Arrangements were
then made to consider the information with the
entire work force.

The employees were divided into seven groups
of 30 each, after which three qualified brothers
presented the information to them. What were the
results? Quite a number of employees asked to be
called on in their homes, and 216 Bible study aids
were placed. The management was so impressed
that they asked if the Witnesses could prepare an-
other series of discourses.

O Recently, Ecuador passed a law that allows
religion to be taught in school. A missionary sis-
ter called on a female superintendent of a primary
school and asked how the new law was work-
ing. The superintendent explained that an attempt
was made to start a program on the worship of
Mary but nothing ever came of it. When the sister
remarked that such worship could present prob-
lems for non-Catholic children, the superintendent
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agreed. "On the other hand,” the missionary
said, "we have a program for teaching moral
principles from the Bible that does not oblige a
person to accept a particular religion." The super-
intendent replied: "When can you come? The day
after tomorrow?" After the missionary showed
her the book Listening to the Great Teacher, it
was decided that they would consider the chapter
"Happy Are the Peaceable.”

Upon her return, the missionary spent three
hours visiting seven different classrooms with the
superintendent listening in. After a session with a
fifth-grade class, one of the students said: "Miss,
please be sure to visit the sixth grade. They're al-
ways trying to beat up on us and start a fight!"
One teacher remarked: "Violence is such an im-
portant topic. We need more time to discuss this
matter."

Arrangements were made for return visits to
the school to discuss such themes as obedience
and lying. Thus far, the results have been very
positive. Now when the missionary sister walks
down the street, the children come running to
greet her and ask Bible questions. Others proud-
ly introduce her to their parents. Additionally, a
home Bible study has been started with two of
the schoolchildren.



GO _ON WALKING
IN UNION WITH CHRIST’

“Therefore, ~asyou have accepted ChristJesus the Lord, go on walking
in union with him. -~ COLOSSIANS 2:6.

walking with his father? The lit-  his young son to walk with him, Jehovah
tle fellow imitates his father’severy.  has given us the best possible aid. He sent
move, his face glowing with admlratma;only-begiotten Son tg the earth. In every
I Nithe father helps him, along, his own $tep of his Tifelong walk here on earth, Je-
lit with love and approval. Flttmgly, Jeho-  sus Christ perfectly reflected his heavenly
vah uses just such a picture to describe a  Father. (John 14:9.10; Hebrews 1:3) Soin of-
life of faithful service to him, For exam- der o walk with God, we need to walk with
Ele, God’s Word says that the faithful man  Jesus. The apostle Paul wrote: “Therefore, as
noch “ke%t walking with the [true] God.” you have accepted Christ Jesus the Lord, 0
—Genesis 5:24: 6:9. on_walklnﬁ In union with him, rooted and
L2 9 How o the Bl degroe Enrs 10 Tl Jut a8 You e TLGhL 0t
- | ith, Just as you were taught, over-
i e A
ndicates” 0, /.

HAVE you ever watched a small boy 2 Just as a considerate father would help

slans 2:6,
THEWATCHTOMNER- JNE 1, 1998 9



The roofs of a tree
they supply food to it and anchor it firmly

3. Because they want to walk in union with
Christ endeavorlng to follow his perfect
steps, honesthearted Bible students get bap-
tized. (Luke 3:21; Hebrews 10:7-92 Worlg-
wide, in 1997 alone, over 375,000 took this
vital step—an average of over 1,000 each
day. This increase 1S thrilling! However
Paul’s words recorded at Colossians 2:6, 7
show that there is more to walking in union
with Christ than simply gettingbaptized.
The Greek verh renderéd ‘?o on walking”
describes an action that must be continuous,
on_(l;om%. Further, Paul adds that _Walkm?
with Christ involves four things: being roof-
ed in Christ, being built upin him, being
el ot N t%%%"’%%‘?&&%ﬁk?ﬁg?iwhﬁﬁ%”nwv%ﬂ%y
Christ than simply getting baptized?
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maybe vi

stabilized in the faith, and overflowing with
thanksgiving, Let us consider each phrase
and seé how it helps us to continue walking
in union with Christ,

“Are You ‘Rooted in Christ™
AFirst, Paul writes, we need to be ‘root-
ed in Christ.” (Compare Matthew 13.20, 21.3
How can a person work toward being roote
in Christ? Well, the roots of a plant are hid-
den from view, but they are vital to the plant
—they Plve_|t_stab|l|t and supply it nour-
ishmént. Similarly, Christ’s, example and
teaching affect us first invisibly, becoming
embedded. in our minds and héarts, There
they nourish and strengthen us. When we
allow them to govern odr thinking, our ac-
and our “decisions, we are moved to
our lives to Jehovah.—1 Peter 2:21,
5Jesus loved the knowledge from God. He
even likened it to food. (Matthew 4:4) Why,
in his Sermon on the Mount, he made 1(HO-
%a;tw,nsjlrom eight different hooks of the He
rew Scriptures. To follow his example, we
must do as the apostle Peter exhorts— form
a Iongln?” for spiritual food “as newharn in-
fants.” (1 Peter 2:2) When a newborn infant
longs for nourishment, he leaves no doubt
about his intense longing. If we do not at
Bresent feel that way"about spiritual food
eter’s words_encourage us to “form” that
Iongmg. How? The principle found at Psalm
34:8 may help: “Taste and see that Jehovah
IS good.” If we reqularly “taste” of Jehovah’s
Ward, the Bible, perhdps readm?_a portion
of it each day, we will see that it'is Spiritu-
ally nourishing and good. In time, our long-
ing for |tW|II_?r_ovv_. _

However, it is important to digest food

4. What does it mean to be ‘rooted in Christ™?
dngw can we “form a longing” for spiritual

6. Why is it important to meditate on what we
read?



well once we have taken it in. So we need
to meditate onwhat we read. (Psalm 77:1
122 For example, as we readl the book
Greatest Man Who Ever Lived, each chap
ter takes on greater value if we stop and ask
ourselves: ‘What facet of Christ’s personali-
tl ty do | see in this account, and how can | im-
ate it in my own life?’ Medrtatrng that way
WI | enable Us_to ap éalywhat we learn. Then
when faced with a deCision, we may ask our-
selves what Jesus might_have done, If we
make our decision accordingly, we give evi-
dence of being truly rooted’in Chridt,
TPaul also urges s to take in “solid food,
the deeper truths of God’s Word, %Hebrews

b:14) Reading the entire Bible mignt be our
first” goal in"this, regard, Then there are
more Specific. topics Of study, such as the
ransom sacrifice of Christ, the various cove-
nants that Jehovah made with his people, or
some of the prophetic messages in the Bible.
T ere IS an abundance of material that will
he P us absorh and digest such solid spiritu-
ood. What is the Goal of taking in such
nowle ge? It 15, not™to give us réason for
boasting; but to build our love of Jehovah
and draw us closer to him. (1 Corinthians
-1 James 4:8) I we hungrily take in this
knowled e apply it to ourselves, and use it
0 help others we will truly be rmrtatrn?
thrrsth This will help us to bé properly roo
ed in him,

Are You ‘Being Built Up in Christ”

8For the next aspect of Walkrng in union
with Chrrst Paul shifts qurckr(]from one vi-
sual | mage gnot er—from that of a rP ant
to that When we th r
a buildin under constructron we think of
not just the foundation but also the edifice
that rises up in plain view, through much

%Ol)/\rlltsrat should be our view of solid spiritual
8. What does it mean to be ‘built up in Christ

hard work. Similarly, we have to do a lot of
hard work to build gualities and habits that
are Christlike. Such_hard work does not go
unnoticed, even as Paul wrote to Trmoth%
et your advancement be made manifest
all pérsons.” (1 Timothy, 4:15; Matthew5163
What are some Christian works that buil

us u
fesus assigned us to preach and to teach
the good Nws. &Matthew 24:14: 2819, 20)
He sét the perfect example, witnessing bold-
ly and effectively. Of course, we will néver do
as well as he did. However, the apostle Peter
sets this %oal for us: “Sanctify the Christ as
Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a
defense before everyone that demands ofyou
a reason foy the hoPe in you, but doing so
together with a mild temper and deep’re-
SpEC, (} Peter 3: 15) |t you do not feel that
you are awags ready tomake a defense,” do
1ot espalr., Set reasonabe?oals that will
gou to inch closer to that standard. Ad-
vanc reparation may enable you to vary
your presentatron or include a Scripture or
wo. You might set goals to Place more Bible
Iterature, t0 make more return visits, or to
start a Bible study. The emphasrs should not
e strictly on quantit —aé In th enumberdf
1ours Pace ments, o studies—hyt on qua
Setting reasonable goals and reac rng
out to attarn them can help us to enjoy i
mg of ourselves in the ministry. Thatisw at
Jeflovah wants—for us to serve him “with
{ﬁjOICIn 7”—Psalm 100:2; compare 2 Corin-
lans
DThere are also works that we perform in
the congre ation that burId us up in, Chrrst
The most | ’ﬁrortantr that of sowrngf love
for one another, Tor this Is the identiTying

9, g[) In order to imitate Chrrft in ourmrnrstr¥
are some practical % e might sef?
Kh How do we k

Jlow do we g Qw that Jehovan wants us to
\m t are s ¢ oth (er Chrrstrﬁn w% rks thgt
we need to perform, and how do these help us?
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mark of true Christians. (John 13:34, 35)
While we are yet studying, many of us be-
come attached to our téactier, as is only nat-
ural. However, could we now follow auls
counsel to “widen out bX etting to, know
others in the congregation Cormth|ans 6:
13) The elders too need our love and appre-
ciation. By cooperating with them, seeking
and accepting their Scriptural counsel, we
will make their hard work that, much easier.
(Hebrews 13:17) At the same time, this will
contribute to olr being built up in Christ.
1LBaptism s an exciting occasion! How-
ever, we should not expect every moment of
life thereafter to be equally thrilling. A
large part of our being built up in Christ in-
volves “walking orderly in this same rou-
ting.’ (Ph|||pp|ans 3. 16{That does not mean
a du boring life-style, It S|m means
wal |n% ahead in a straight | |ne—|n other
words, bui dmg UJ) good spmtual hablts and
keeping to them day by aﬁl ,year inand year
out, Remember he that has endured to the
Snd |33the one that will be saved."—Matthew
Are

U “Bei
Stabilize |n the Eglth"'?

21In his thlrdcphrase describing our walk
in union with Christ, Paul urges, us to be
“stabilized in the faith.” One ver5|on reads,
“confirmed regarding the faith,” for the
Greek word Paul used can mean “to confirm,
quarantee, and make irrevocable legally.” As
We grow In knowledﬁe we are %wen fur-
ther”reasons to see that our faitl) in Jeho-
vah God Is well-founded and,.in fact, is le-
gally established. The result is an, increase
in our stability. It becomes increasingly dif-
ficult for Satan’s world to sway us. This re-

ll \;\Ihat realistic view should we take of bap-
%2 V)[;aat does it mean to be “stabilized in the
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minds us of Paul’s admonltlon t0 “press on

to maturity.” (Hebrews 6:1) Maturity and
stability fg hand in hand
BThe first-century Christians in Colossae

faced threats to their stab|I|ty PauI warned:;
Loo ? per a(nst ere may esomeone
who will carry you off as his prey through
the ph|losophy and empty deceptlon accord-
ing to the tradition of men according to
the eIementarg things of the world and’not
according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:8) Paul
did not want the Col ossmns who had be-
come subjects In “the kingdom of the Son
of [God's] love,” to be carfied off, led away
from thelr blessed spmtual state. (Colos-
sians 1:13) Misled by what means Paul
0|nted to phllosophg/ the ony tlme thls
ibl

wor oceurs In th Was "he talking
about the Greek phi osoPhers such as Platd
and Socrates? Although these posed a threat

to true Christians, In those days, the word
“ohilosophy’™ had a broad usage: |t common-
I% referred to many. groups and schools of
thought—even religious ones._For mstanc
such first-century~Jews as Josephus and
Philo caIIed thelr OWn rellglon a ph|Iosophy

—;l)Aer aps 10 add to its aﬁ
Some philosophies that may have con-
cerned PauI were of a religious nature. Lat-
er in the same chapter of his letter to the Co-
lossjans, he addressed those who taught, “Do
not handle, nor taste, nor touch, thereb)( al-
Iudm? to features of the Mosaic Law that
were terminated by Christ’s death, (Romans
e2Along with pa gan Rhlloso hies, influ-
ences were at work that threatened the spir-
|tuaI|ty of the congregation. (Colossians 2
20-22) Paul warnedagainst philosophy that
was part of “the elementary thmgs of the
world.” Such false instruction was 0f human
origin.

ES 14, gThe first-century Christians a‘
Bsae faced what threats ‘to their ﬁtab| ﬁg
ﬁ hat may have concerned the apostle Pau

o



5The promoting of human ideas and
thinking not based solidly on God’s Word
can posé a threat to Christian stability. \We
today must be wary of such threats, The
apostle John yrged:” “Beloved ones, do not
believe every inspired expression, but test
the inspired expressions to see whether they
originate with God.” (1. John 4:1) So if a
schoolmate tries to convince you that living
by Bible standards. is old-fashioned, or if a
ne|?hbor_ tends to influence you to adogt a
materialistic attitude, or if a coworker subtly
pressures you to violate your Bible-trained
conscience, or even if a fellow believer voices
critical, negative comments about others in
the congregation based on his own opinion,
donot just absorb what they say. Screen out
what does not harmonize with"God’s Word.
As we do so, we will maintain our stability
as we walk in union with Christ.

“Overflqwing With
Falt% In f{iiwanﬁsglvmg”_ .

BThe fourth aspect of walking in union
with Christ that Paul mentions is that we
be “overflowing with faith in thanksPlv-
ing.” (Colossians 2:7) The word_ “overflow-
Ing” brings to mind & river that is overflow-
ing its banks. This suggests that for us as
Christians, our thanksgiving is to be a con-
tinual or a habitual th|n7q. ach of us may
well ask, ‘Am [ thankful’

T'Really, we all have ample reason to over-
flow with'thanks to Jehovah every day. Even
in the worst of times, there may be some

15.. How FaH.we,avoiH beirf] swayed by the up-
scriptural t mkmqt at ofen comes our way?

16. What is_the fourth aspect of walking in
gsrl(ig)n wa}th Christ, and whanuestlfon migﬂ? we

17. F1a)f th. mag it be sajd that we all hav
must o oy, en g
Wmc?f 3;021 feelaespec?an]y 9nank ul?

simple things that provide moments of re-
lief. A friend shows empathy. A loved one of-
fers a reassuring touch. A good nlqht’s rest
proves restorative, Atasty meal quells pangs
of hunger. A bird’s son?, a child’s laugh, a
glistening blue sky, a refreshing breeze—all
0f these and more may come Our way in a
smgle day. It is only too easy to take such
gifts for granted. Are they nat all worthy of
a thank-you? They all come from Jehovah,
the SourCe of “every good gift and every per-
fect present.” &James 1:17% Ang he has qiv-
en us gi|fts that dwarf these—life itself, for
example. (Psalm 36:9?,Further, he has given
us an op%ortu,mty to live forever. In order to
provide this gift, Jehovah made the supreme
sacrifice by Sending his only-begatten Son,
“the one e was specially fond of."—Prov-
erbs 8:30; John 3:16. _

. B Howtrue, then, the psalmist’s words: “It
IS good to give, thanks to Jehovah.” (Psalm
92:1) In a Similar vein, Paul reminded the
Christians in Thessalonica: “In connection
with everything give thanks.” (L Thessalo-
nians 5:18; Ephesians 5:20; Colossians 3:15)
Each of us might resolve to be more thank-
ful. Our prayérs need not consist solely of

18, How may we show ourselves thankful to Je-
hovah?

How Would You Answer?

O What is involved in walking in union
with Christ?

O What does it mean to be ‘rooted in
Christ'?

O How may we be 'built up in Christ'?

O Why is it so important to be "stabi-
lized in the faitn"?

O What reasons do we have to 'over-
flow with thanksgiving'?
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petitions to God regardmg_our needs. These
are fine in thejr Place. But imagine having a
friend who onl¥ alked to you when he neéd-
ed something from you! So why not pray to
Jehovah just'to thark and praise him? How
such prayers must please him when he looks
down on'this ungrateful world! A secondary
benefit is that stich prayers may help us t0
focus on the pasitive aspects of fife, remind-
mqgus of how blessed we really are,

sage of God’s Word? Paul’s counsel to con-
tinue walking with Christ is something each
of us should want to take to.heart.. Let us be
resolved then to be ‘rooted in Christ” “built
up In him,” “stabilized in the faith,” and
‘Overflowing with thankfulness.” Such coun-
sel is partl_cularlr vital to those newly bap-
tized. But it applies to us all. Think of how
a taproot. Igr_ows down more and more and
how a building under construction goes up

Is it not remarkable "how much wise more and more, So our walk with Christ nev-

guidance can be drawn from a single pas-

19. How does Paul’s Ian;;%a%e_at Colossians 2:6, 7

wq&est thal‘hwe all ma

ohtinue to improve In
alking with Christ?

"Put up
FOR

erends. There is ample room for growth. Je-
hovah will help us and bless.us, for he wants
us to go onwalking with him and with his
beloved Son unendingly.

a hard fi%;ht
THE FAITH™

‘Putup a hardfightfor thefaith that was oncefor

all time delivered to the holy ones.

LDIERS at war have always had a
ard lot, Imagine donnmP full hattle
ear and marching countless miles in

JUDE 3.

SReveIation 12:17), All who decide to serve
ehovah God are, in effect, enhstmg as sol-

diers to wage spiritual warfare.—Z Corin-

| kinds of weather, undergoing gruelinghians 10:4.

to defend yourself against all mannar of vi-
olent threats to life"and limb. True Chris-
tians, however, do not take part in the wars
of the nations. (Isaiah 2:2-4; John 17:14
Still, we must never forget that we are al
at war in a sense. Satan is full of hatred for
Jesus Christ and his followers on the earth.

1 Ir& what s?nse are true Christians today en-
gaged In warfare?
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raining in the use of weaponry, o having 2  Fittingly, Jesus’ half brother. Jude

writes: “Beloved gnes, though | was making
every effort to write you about the salvation
we_fiold in common, 1 found it necessary to
write you to exhort ¥ou to put up a Hard
f|g|ht for the faith that was once for all time
delivered to the holy ones.” (Jude 3) When
Jude urges Christians to “put upa hard

2. How does Jude describe Christian warfare,
andmow can hi]s Fettershellp us endure in It?



Unlike Roman soldiers,
Christians wage a spiritual
warfare

fight,” he uses a term related
to'the word for “agony.” Yes,
this fight can bé difficult,
even a?omz_m%! Do You some-
times Tind it hard to endure
in this warfare? Jude’s short
but Ipowerful |etter can help
us. It urges us to resist im-
moraljty; to respect divinely
constitdted authority, and to
keep ourselves in God’s love.
Let us see how to apply this
counsel.

Resist Immorality

3Jude could see that not
all of his fellow Chris-
tians were winning the war
against Satan. An emerrqen-
cy situation faced the flock.
Corrupt men had “slipped
In,” writes Jude. These men _
were subtly prom_otln?_ immorality. And
they cleverly rationalized their “deeds,
turnm? the” undeserved kindness of our
God info_an excuse for loose conduct.
(Jude 4) Perhaps, like some ancient Gnos-
tics, they reasoned that the more one
sinned, the more one could receive of God’s
grace—so, in effect, it was hetter to Sin
more! Or gerhaé)s they figured that a kind
(0d would never punish them. In any case,
they were wrong.—1 Corinthians 3:19.
_4Jude refutes their wicked reasonings by
citing three examples of Jehovah's judg-

3. What emerPenc jiutHa,tsioa t)aced the Chris-

tian congregatfgn :
4, W%a gthlgee% rl|ptur Fexa ples of Jehovah’s
past judgments does Jude cite?

merits in times past; against the Israelites
who were “not showing faith”; against the
“anqe_ls that . . . forsook their awn proper
dwelling place” in order to sin with women
and against the inhabitants of Sodom and
Gomorrah, who “had committed fornication
excessively and gone out after flesh for un-
natural use.” (Jude 5-7; Genesis 6:2-4; 19:4-
25; Numbers 14:35) In each case, Jehovah
brought a resounding judgment against the
sinners,

SLater, Jude refers to an even more far-
reaching judgment. He quotes a prophecy

5. From what ancient prophet does Jude quote,
i A e
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of Enoch—a passage that is not found any-
where else In_thé inspired Scriptures:*
Jude 14, 15) Enoch foretold a time when
ehovah would judge all the _un?odlg and
their ungodly deeds. Interestingly, Enoch
spoke in the past tense, for God’s Judgments
were as certain as If they had already tak-
en place. People ma){) have scoffed at Enoch
and later at Noah, but all such ridiculers
drowned in the global Deluge.

6 th did Jude write of these divinebe sobered

judgments? Because he knew that some who
Were associated with the Christian co_n?re-
gations in his own day were commitfing
Sins just as fllth?é and reprehensible as the
ones"that provoked those past judgments.
Thus, Jude writes that the congregations
need to be reminded of some basic spiritual
truths. (Jude 5) They had evidently forgot-
ten that Jehovah God saw what thez Were
doing. Yes, when his servants deliberate-
ly violate his laws, defiling themselves and
others, he sees. (Proverbs 15:3) Such acts
hurt him deeply. (Genesis 6:6; Psalm 78:40)
It is an awesome thought that we mere hu-
mans can affect the feelings of the Sover-
eign Lord of the universe. He watches us
ddily, and whenwe do our very best to follow
the Tootsteps of his Son, Jesus Christ, then
our conduct makes his heart rejoice. Let us,
then, never resent such reminders as Jude
offers but take them to heart.—Proverhs
21:11; 1 Peter 2:21.

*SorP]e research rﬁ assert that Jude is quo&ig&of

o0 1% R e i
. H. Lenski notes: “We ask:, ‘Wha e.squrce
0 ?ns atchwork, wae wé{)dpﬁ_of nocw’tphsqboolé
1S an accretion, and nobody is sure of the dates o
5 YAIOUS LTS . foboty G e e that S
Sudemmrs)eﬁ§J + pernaps

0L 4 e e g

Jude’s reminders to hea

16 The watchtower—June i, 1998

TNot only does Jehovah see but he acts. A
God of jusice, he brmPs punishment upon
evildoers—sooner or fater. (1 Timothy 5:
24) Those who reason that his {udgments
are just ancient history and that hé is not
concerned with the evil they do are mere-
ly fooling themselves. How Crucial it is for
any today who are involved in immorali-
ty"to seek help immediately from Chris-
tian elders! games 5:14, 15)°All of us ma
_ y the threat that immoral-
ity poses in our spiritual warfare. Every
year there are casualties—individuals who
are expelled from our midst, the. majority
of them for unrepentantly committing im-
moral acts. We must firmly resolve fo re-
sist any temptations that even begin to lead
g% |4nlsuch a direction.—Compare Matthew

Respect Djvipely.
Consthuted Auﬂ10¥|ty
_ 8Another problem that Jude”addresses
is the lack of respect for divinely consti-
tuted authority. For instance, in verse 8 he
charges the same wicked men with “speak-
ing abusively of glorious ones.” Who were
these “glorious ones™ They were imper-
fect men, but they had responsibilities con-
ferred upon them by Jehovah’s holy spirit.
For example, the congregations had elders,
who were charged with’ shepherding the
flock of God. (1 Peter 5:2) There were trav-
eling overseers too, such as the apostle
@?@g. Andthg body of elders in Jerusalem
ac eH as a gaverning body, making deci-
sions affecting the Christian congrePatlon
as awhole. (Acts 15:6) Jude was deeply con-

7ér%2.|swvv Vodfw'oﬁ Pcﬂrut%lage f&r htengsin%veo(wgpelyllr’}
b) How can all of Us avoid immorality?
JU(}Q/%% were the “glorious ones” méntioned in



cerned that certain ones in the congrega-
tions were speaking abusively of, o blas-
pheming, such men” _
9To aenounce such disrespectful talk, in
verse 11, Jude cites three more examples as
reminders: Cain, Balaam, and Korah, Cain
ignored Jehavah's loving counsel and will-
fully pursued his own course of murderous
hatred. (Gengsis 4:4-8) Balaam received re-
Peated warnings that unquestionably came
rom a supernatural source—even hils Qwn
she-ass, spoke to him! But Balaam selfish-
%contmued to plot against God’s people,
umbers 22:28, 32-34; Deuteronomy 23:5)
Korah had his own position of respansibil-
ity, but it was not enough. He fomented
rébellion against the meékest man on the
earth, Moses.—Numbers 12:3; 16:1-3, 32
. DHow vividly these examples teach us to
listen to counsél and to respect those whom
Jehovah uses in positions of responsibilify!
#Hebrev_vs 13:17) 1t is all too easy to find
tault with the appointed elders, fof they are
imperfect, as all of us are imperfect. But if
we dwell on their faults and undermine re-
spect for them, might we be “speaking abu-
sively of qlorlous ones™ In verse 10, Jude
menfions those who “are speaking abusive-
ly of all the things they really do not know.”
ome will, at fimes,” criticize a decision
made by a hody of elders or a judicial com-
mittee."Yet, théy are not privy to all the de-
tails that the elders had to consider in order
to reach a decision. So WhY speak abusive-
ly about th|n1g33 they really do not_know?
(%rov_erbs 18:13) Thase who persist in such
negative talk could cause divisions in the
congregation and perhaps even be likened

9 What examples regarding disrespect for au-
thority does J (!e c{te% : P

10, ipw mignt i%“ﬁ”eotr"%jé{nfc?d's ko e g o
sh%u?ds th tafk %g avorded? ’ y

to dangerous “rocks hidden below water” at
%athermgs of fellow believers. (Jude 12,16,
9) Never would we want to pose a spiritu-
al danger to others. Rather, let each of us
resolve to appreciate responsible men for
their hard work and devotion to the flock of
God.—1 Timothy 5:17.
1Jude cites an example of one who re-
spected duly constituted authority. He
writes: “When Michagl the archangel’had a
difference with the Devil and was disput-
ing about Moses’ body, he did not dare. to
bring a judgment against him in abusiv
terms, but said: ‘May Jehovah rebuke you.”
Jude.9) This fascinating account, unigue to
ude in'the inspired Scriptures, teaches two
distinct lessons. On the one hand, it teaches
us to leave judgment with Jehovah. Satan ev-
dently wanted to misuse the hody of the
faithful man Moses in order to, promiote false
waorship. How wicked! Yet, Michael humbly
refrained from brmqlng_a judgment, for only
Jehovah had that authority. How much more,
then, should we refrain from Juqumg faith-
ful men who are tr mg to serve Jehovah,
20n the other hand, those with a mea-

sure of authority in the cqngrePatmn ma
also learn a lesson from Michael. After al
thou?h Michael was the “archangel.” chief
of alf the angels, he did not abuse his po-
sition of power, even under provocation.
Faithful elders follow that example close-
ly, recognizing that abuse of their authori-
ty is disrespectful of Jehovah’s sovereign-
ty. Jude’s letter had much to say about men
Who had positions of respect in the congre-
Eauons but had come to abuse their power.
or instance, in verses 12 through 14, Jude

11 th did Michael refrain from bringing a
Jud(_we t In abusive terms against Satan?
12. What m@nt.those with res 0n|5|ble 0Si-
tions in the Christian congregation fearn from
Michael’s example?
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Rens a blistering denunciation of “shep-
erds that feed themselves without fear.

(Compare Ezekiel 34:7-10.) In qther words,
their first interest was in benefiting them-
selves, not Jehovah's flock. Elders today can
learn much from such negative exaniples.
Really, Jude’s words here paint a vivid pic-
ture "of what we do not want to become,
When we give in to selfishness, we cannot
be soldiers of Christ: we are tog busy fight-
ing for self. Let us all, rather, live by Jesus’
words: “There is more happiness ir 0qwmg
than there is in receiving."—Acts 2035,

“Keep Yourselves in God’s Love”

B Toward the end of his letter, Jude of-
fers this heartwarming counsel; *Kee Yo,ur-
selves In God’s love.” (Jude, 21) Nothing
will help us to wage the Christian warfare

13.. Why_shou]d we all earnestly desire to re-
mainVYnyGogosu'ove\g y oSl
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Christian shepherds serve,
not out of selfishness, but
out of love

more_than this one thing
remaining the objects of
Jehovah God’s love, After
all, love is Jehovah’s dom-
inant quality. (L John 4:8)
Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians In Rome: “I am con-
vinced that neither death
nor life nor angels nor gov-
ernments nor-things now
here nor things to come
nor powers nor height nor
depth nor any other cre-
ation will he ‘able to sep-
arate us from God’s love
that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 8:38, 39)
How, though, do we remain in that love? No-
tice three of the measures we can take, ac-
cording to Jude. _ _
¥ First, Jude tells us to continue build-
ing ourselves up on our “most holy faith,”
(Jude 20) As we saw in the preceding arti-
cle, this s a continuous process. We are like
butldings that need more and more fortifi-
cation against the worsenin onslaught of
the elements. (Compare Matthew 7:24, 25.)
So let us never become overconfident. Rath-
er, let us see where we can build ourselves
up on the foundation of our faith, becom[nP
stronger, more faithful soldiers of Christ.
For example, we might consider the parts
of the spiritual suit of armor described at
Ephesians 6:11-18.
oL AR Bl
examine the condition ot our spiritual arror?



BWhat | s the condition of our own spir-
itual armor?. Is our “large shield of faith”

as strong as it needs to bie? As we look hack
over receng years, do we see some signs of

slacking off, such as dwrndlrng meeting at
tendance, loss of zeal for the mrnrstrg
fading enthusiasm for personal study? Such
signs are serious! We need to act now to
uild up and strengthen ourselves in the

truth —1T|mothy :15; 2 Timothy 4:2; He-
brews 10:24, 25,

BA second way to_remain in God’s, love
IS to continue “praying with holy Sﬁlrlt
‘Jude 20) That means to_pray under the in-
luence 0f Jehovah’s spirit and in harmo-
ny with his spirit-inspired Word. Prayer is
a'vital means of drawing close to Jefiovah
Rersonally and expressing our devotion to
im. Never should we neglect this marvel-
ous pnvrlegeI And when“we pray, we ma
ask—in fact, keep asking—for holy spirit.
Luke 11. 13eNlt IS the strongest forCe avail-
a le to us. With such help; we can always
ren&e}r}rn rtn God’s love and endure as soldiers

r1s

UThird, Jude urges us to continue show-
ing mercy. (Jude 22) His own example in
this regard Is remarkable. After all, he was
rightly” disturbed over the corruption, |m
morality, and apostasy creepin |nto the
Chnstran con%regatron Nevertheless, he

id not succumb to panic, adopting the view

that the times were somehow t00 danger-
ous to show such a “soft” quality as mer-
0y. No he urged his brothers to continue
tosow merc Whenever possible, reason-
ing kindly with those suffering from doubts
and ever’ ‘snatching from the fire” those

16. What (does it mean to pray with holy spirit,
and trs one thing we shJoqu as J?td/varh for

re u ar\yN

5 h [lude Ble in the mahtter of
mer sor arkable? (b) How might each of us
continue to show mercy?

straying close to serious sin. iJude 23, Ga-
latidns 6:1) What fine exhor ation for el-
ders in these troubled times! TheK too en-
deavor to_show mercP/ wherever there is a
basis for it, while stilf being firm when nec-
essary. All of us likewise want to show mer-
cy to” one another. For example instead of
nursing petty. grudges, we can be %enerous
with or forgiveness.—Colossians

18 The war we wage is not an easy one. As
Jude says, it is “a hard"fight.” (Jude 3) Our
enemjes are powerful. Not only Satan but
his wicked world and our own imperfections
all range up against us. Yet, we can be ab-
solutely confident of victory! Why? Because
we are on Jehovah’s side. Jude closes his let-
ter with a reminder that Jehovah Is right-
I}gattrrbuted ‘glory, majest}/ might and au-
t orrtY for all"past_eternity and now and
into all eternrt}/ Jude2 Is that not an
awe-Inspiring thought? Can there be any
questron then that thrs same God I able
to quard you from stumbling™ iJude 242
Certainly notI Let each of us e determine
t continue to resist immorality, to respect
divinely constituted authority,”and to kee'o
ourselves in God’s love. In that way, we will
enjoy a glorious victory together.

18. How can we be certain of victory in our spir-
itual warfare?

Questions for Review

O How does Jude's letter teach us to
resist immorality?

O Why is it so important to respect di-
vinely constituted authority?

O What is so serious about misusing
congregational authority?

O How may we work to remain in
God's love?
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Shouldering Responsibility
for Family Care

CCIAA Eillj[ilﬁré2 gOU%OCHIOhI’%en I[)”

%L ringing them u,o
in t rscro a menta
reguatrn o Je ova

sians 6:4) With t ose rns'orred
words, the apostle Paul ce

aced the responsrbrlrt for fa
aycarew efe it belonds—on the
tdther's shoulders.

In most_families the father is
not alone in carmg for his ¢hil-
dren HIs ere the mother ofh
children, gla I%/ shares the oad
with her husba d, T us, King Sol-
omon declared: “Listen, m son
to the discipline of your father,

and do not forsake the [aw of your
mother ‘—Proverbs 1:8.

Material and Spiritual Care
Parents who love their children
do not intentignally neglect them.
Indeed, for Christiand to do so
would be tan te} tfamount to renorn&
Ing therr taith, as we conclude
from Pauls words to TrmotR/
Certarn i anyone does not pro-
vide or| ose oarehrs own, and
especra % %ew are mem
erso IS o\se e has dis-
owned the art an rs worse than
a person without faith.” (1 Timo-
thy 5:8) Christians, realize that
ragm children In “the d|?0jo
ental-re uatmrr; eho
vah” requires much more than pro-
viding forthem Inamaterial vvay
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rrrrrrr

Consider Moses’ exhortation to the nation of Israel
when they were camped on the plains_of Moab, just be-
foret ey entered the Promised Land. There he reiterat-

0q s laws to them and instructed them: “You must
aBp tesewor so mmetoyourheart and your soul.”

(Deuteronomy 11:18) Earlier he had reminded them
that ther{ should Iove Jengvah with all their heart soul,

gtta orcegdm “These words that | arﬂ com:
nding you to a%( Ust prov 0 eorn/our eart.”
Deuter nom 658 wasvrta orIsrae garentsto
ow%ewo s of Lawto enetrate th rrhearti
With hearts rrmfu sprrrtul reciation, Israe
ite parents_could effectively obey 0ses’ next words:
“You must inculcate thﬁm [thﬁ words of God’s Lehwtu
gour son and speak of them when you Sit In our
ng when you aIkonthe road and when yau lie down
and wh ené gitup —Deuteronomy 6:7; 11:19; com-
pare Matthew



Notroe that fathers were to “inculcate” those words

Lerr children. and srtJeak of them.”

Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines “inculcate”
as “to teach and impress by frequent repetitions or ad-
monitions.” When parents sRoke about God’s Law da-
| —mornrng noon an nignt—this conveyed much to
their chil ren a/oun sters sensedt e love that
their parents h a for awte%/ In furn were In-
quenced to develop a.closeness to Je ovah (Deuteron-

¥ 25) Interestrngly, Moses specifical rurnstruct
ed fathers to teach theif children when they sat in
their house.” Such teachrng was a part of famrly care,
But what of today?

“When You Sit in Your House”

“It's not easy,” explains Janet, a Christian moth
er of four* “You need persistence,” agrees Paul, her
husband Like man;{ other Witness parents, P%ut and
Janet endeavor to study the Bible with therrc ||dren
at least once a week. “We try to have our family
discussion every Monday evening at a set trme Eaul
explains, admitt mg But it doesn’talwaﬁ/s work.” As
an appointed elder in his congregatron e has some-
times been called away to dedl with urgent matters.
Hrs two eldest children serve as full- trme ministers.

y find that evemn $ are productive trmes for con
tactrng people in the minjstry, Thus asa amr tv\)/
have adjusted the time for their family study. “We
sometrmes have our study immediately after our eve-

nrrlrig meal,” Paul explains,
ven though Parents Wrsely demonstrate flexibility
In the trmrn? 0 therr family study, th eY try to marn
tain its requtarity. “If the time ofoursudy as 10 pe
chanPd notes daughter Clare, Dadawa?és puts the
ntew ”ngg on the fridge door, so that we all know when
It wi

Gatherrng for a regular famrly Bible study also pro-
vid efsa fing opﬁortunrtu for the younger members of
the family to share th rconcerns ang problems, with
their p artents Such atstud y works well when |tt|s tnh)t
so rigid that youngsters simply read answers to the
ues?ons askeyd |the Bible Pe%tboo they use. “Our
famrly study 1s a forum for discussion,” explarns Mar-

* Some names have been changed.

tin who has two sons. “When ou
get together once a week to
Cuss a crrﬁtural sub ect oufrnd
out how your family fs onPs pIr-
itually,” ecomments “All sorts
of thmgs come out In the discus-
sion. YOy learn what IS happening
at schoojl and rnotre {ntterd stmgly
Ind out what attitudes your

thdren are devefi oping.” His \yvr e,
Sandra a%rees ﬁn fegls that she
too errve muc omte amily
stuy While my us andrscon
ducn the stud%/ she relates, “I
learn 4 Iot by lis emn to the way
ml¥ s0ns answer |s questions,

en an ratarlorshercomments
to help her hoys. She en% oys the
ftu% more because she IS active-

oved Yes, family stuay. pe-

rro s offer garents Insight”into
thgrr chrIdr n's thinking.—Prov-
erbs 1

Be Adalotable and Persevere
he time comes or ¥our
fami g studntq/ you ma
one child may be al rtan In-
terested, Whereas another needs
coaxing to_concentrate and ben-
efit. One_Christian mother com-
ments: Thats family life! You
know what you should o as a par-
ent. So when you get on with it,
Jehovah helps and Brings results.”
A youngster’s attention span
mayvary reat| accordrnqtohrs
6. The discer mg arent takes
this info account. One couple has
frve chrldren rangrn%rn a efrom
6 to the 20'. The'fat Ichagl,
o rStun(|3tl\/%otar?sw(elrjnagst lrtgs(trr? s
Prrs )e/n let the oﬁ erqchrldren
add the details and bring in points
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the)f have prepared.” This way of
dealing discerningly with their
children enables parents to teach
the value of considering others,

“One of our sons may understand,”
notes Martin, “but’the other bo
needs much help to get the point,
| find that the ‘study session be-
comes a training ground, for dem-
onstrafing Chyistian patience and
other fruits of the spirit."—Gala
tians 5:22, 23; Phrlrpprans 24,

Be prepared to adapt f0 your
chrldrens varying abilities an
levels of growth. Simon and Mark,
now teenagers found that when

gwere younger, they really

# Zed studyrn\% the_book [ g

test Man Who Ever Live
wrth their parents. “Our father
had us act out different parts just
like a play,” they recall. Their fa-
ther remembers getting down on
his hands and knées to act qut the
parable of the neighborly Samar-
Itan with his sons. (L uke 10:30-35)

“It was realistic and much fun.”

Many children buck against the
routiné of a family study. Should
this stop parents from conductrng
the study when planned? No, cer
tainly not “Foohshness s tied u
with'the h earto a oy or |r
acknowledges rovers ne
srngle mother thought t at she
was_failing as conductor of the
family study when, on manr( occa-
sions, drstractrons seemed 0 dis-
rupt th e sessron ne erse
vered. Now her c | ren ave
great respect for her and have
come to vaIue the ove and concern
that she showed Z persisting in
conducting a reqular family study
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HeIprnlg “Fatherless” Boys and Girls
Christian e[ders are_to “shepherd the flock of God,”
(L Peter 5:2, 3) Periodic visits to the families in their
congregations, offer them_opportunities to commend
arénts who shoulder therr nristian responsibilities.

n whose shoulders does the responsrbrlrty for teach-
mgthec ildren of single parents lie? Never forget that
the responsibility for Instructing the chrldren rests
with the parent.

Chrrstran Prudence will help elders avoid compro-
mrsrno srtua ons that could arise if they were to as-
sume the role of a missing parent. Though two broth-
ers may be able to vrsrt a Christian sister who 15.a
srngle parent they will at all times be circumspect in

tt ey arrangé in the way of support for the fam-
ily stud yarrangement Occasionally, an invitation to
the children gand indeed, the single parent) o join the
elder’s own family stud yProve upbuilding and
practical. However, nevér forget that Jehovah is our
great heavenly Father. He 1 surely present to quide

help the mother when she conducts a study with
her children, even though she does so alone.

What about the situation where a young person is
spiritually-minded, but his parents manifést little or
no concern for their spiritual resBonsrbrlrtres Jeho-
vah’s faithful servants need never become downheart-
ed. “To you [Jehovah God] the unfortunate ong, the
fatherless boy, commits himself,” sang ¢ ePsaImrst
“You yourself have become his helper,” (Psalm 10:14
In turn, loving elders in the congregation will do thejr
best to encourage the parents as they care for their
children. They May suggest a_family” discussion and
then attend to offef some practical suggestions on how
to study together. They will not, of course, take away
the respons Prlr%y of the parents, on whose shoulders
|t Scripturally résts

Chrldren Whose narents do not embrace the faith
nee muc support. Including them in your family
study rove benefrcral If that is acceptable to their
arents o ert nowa grown- UR with g family of his
own atten ed C rrstran meetr gs with Dis parents
wh en he was on three years old: He had fond memo
ries of those me t]ngs even after his parents s ogo
assoclating with tne"Christian congregation. Wnen he



A family study provides a fine opportunity for the younger members
to share their concerns with their parents

Was ten, he met a Witness boy who took h|m along to
th emeetm s T e Witness hoy’s arents lad]
Rob ertun rt e|rwm asas |r| ual or ana
er studied with anks to, this ovmg care, he

madg rapid

rogress and now enjoys servin
der in the cong

as an el-
egation.

Even when parents oppose the progress of their
children, the children are not alone Jehovah re-
mains a faithful heavenly Father. “A father of fa-
therless boys .
clares Psalm 685 Spiritually fatherless boys and
les know that they Can turn’to h |m |n rayer, and
e will sustam them. (Psalm 55:22: 146:9) Jéhovah’s

motherll e organlzatlon dlllq
sibilit tog zﬁre elghtu S Htual meals se{ved
troug/1 t g)ub ications and at the meetings of the

more
Thus W|ths
and his mot

ﬁ

.15 God"in his holy dwelling,” de-

ently fulfllls Its respon-

00 Christian congre?anons wrldwide.
iritual help fromour Father, Jehovah,
erlike organization, even the “father-

less” will enjoy some measure of
Bible study.

Christian Parents who conduct
reqular family Bible studies with
their children deserve commen-
dation. Single parents who perse-
vere in training their youngsters
in Jehovah’s ways merit special
attention and %ra|se for their ef-
forts. (Proverbs 22:6) All who
show concern for spiritually fa-
therless children know thaf this
Rleases our heaven|¥ Father, Je-

ovah. Caring for a family’s spir-
itual needs is a heavy résponsi-
bility. But ‘do notﬁlveu , for |n
due Season you will'reap |f%ou 0
not tire ouf.’—Galatians 6
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The G'Ar\a ua%oalpo th(e) %gﬂﬁb\C?alsg) olf\lGiIead

ccnprns js.ahappy day, and we are all
P re mcmg.”Wth ﬁmse words Car-

. JL ey Barber, a member of the Gov-
erning Body of Jehqvah's Witnesses, opened
the graduation festivities of the 104th class
of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead on
Margh 14,1998, The audience of 4,945 was in-
vited to begln the occasion b}{ sm‘gAng ng];

dom song pumber 208, entitled A Song
Rejmcmg.’

Practical Counsel to Remain Happy

The opening portion. of the program, a
series of five~short Bible-based discours-
es, provided some Pracnca,l counsel on how
to mainain the joytul spirit that permeated
graquation day. _

The first talk was delivered by Joseph
Eames of the \/\{‘rltlng1 DeRartme_n_t. He spoke
on the theme “Imitate the Spirit of Loyal
Ones,” based on the Bible account af 2 Sam-
uel chapters 15.and 17, where Absalom, Da-
vId's son, conspired to take away his father's
God-gzlven kingdom by inciting & revolt. How-
ever, there were thos¢ who remained |oyal to
Jehovah's anointed, King David. What fesson
could the new missionaries take away from
this? “Wherever You 00 In your mjssionary
assignment, loyally promote"the spirit of co-
operation and fespect for theocratic author-
ity. Hellp others to do the same,” concluded

rother Eames. o

Next on the Rro ram was David Sinclair,
who outlined fer re%uwem_ents, mentioned in
Psalm 15, for being Lguests in4ehovanh’stent.
His talk, entitled "Continue as Guests in Your
Missionary Tent,” enco_uraged the graduat-
Ing studenits to apply this psalm to their mis-
signary assignments, where they would be
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uests. Brother Sinclair h|ghI|ghAed the im-
jortancg of Ilvmg b}é goaly standards at all
Imes. The result? Psalm _1?:5 states: “He
EQ% {%edro,gng these things will never be made
John Barr, a memper of the Governin
Boay, followed and caPe attention t t?]e,mg-
wg rating, efrect that sm_%lnﬁ at Christian
meetings has. But what IS the most go ful
son% being sung around the earth today? It
|dst 00d. news of Godsl\/IFsmanlc_ ng-
om. What is resulting from a
or preachin The second
stanza of song number 208 succingtly. puts
It: “Thru Kingdom preaching and Christian
teachlng, many are_drawn to Jeh?vah s SI0e.
These, Y00, are vmcmg songs of rejoicing,
sounding them out, 0 S0 far and wide!” Yes,
each) day about 1000 new dlSCIP|§S are be-
Ing bapfized. Brother Barr concluded: “Isn't
It Wonderful to think, brothers, that you are
bemgf sent to _t?r_rltorles to,meet the kind of
Eeo e who will just be waiting to hear your
ong of praise?

|
[ this singin
gaboutthe Kin dom?T?] !

Isen %o the Voices of Experience” was
the title of the discourse that'James Mantz
of the Writing Degartment next delivered.
Eléel gomted out that some thin

S can on
arned by personal expenenc%. (H&)rEV\)S/

Class Statistics

Number of countries represented: 9
Number of countries assigned to: 16
Number of students: 48

Number of married couples: 24
Average age: 33

Average years in truth: 16

Average years in full-time ministry: 12



104th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead

In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back,
and names are listed from left to right in each row

(1) Romero, M.; Howarth, J.; Blackburne-Kane, D.; Hohengasser, E.; West, S.; Thom, S
(2) Colon, W.; Glancy, J.; Kono, Y.; Drews, P; Tam S.; Kono, T
(3) Tam, D.; Zechmeister, S.; Gerdel, S.; Elwell, J.; Dunec, P, Tibaudo, H
(4) Taylor, E; Hildred, L.; Sanches, M.; Anderson, C.; Bucknor, T; Hohengasser, E
(5) Howarth, D.; Ward, C.; Hinch, P; McDonald, Y.; Sanches, T; Thom, O.
(6) Drews, |I; Tibaudo, E; Elwell, D; Dunec, W.; Blackburne-Kane, D.; Ward, W.
(7) Anderson, M.; Zechmeister, R; McDonald, R; Bucknor, R; Glancy, S.; Gerdel, G.
(8) Romero, D.; Hinch, R; Hildred, S.; Taylor, J.; Colon, A.; West, W.

5:8)[ Nevertheless, Proverbs 22:17 encourages
us to ‘incline our ear and hear the words of
the wise ones,' or those who have gained ex-
perience. The graduating students can learn
much from those who have gone before them,
“They know how to bargain with the local

shopkeepers. They know which areas of the
city to avoid because of physical or moral dan-
gers. They know the sensitivities of the lo-
cal peoplé. The longtime missionaries know
what you need to be hapé)y and successful in
your assignment,” said Brother Mantz.
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Brothers who shared in instructing the 104th class:
(from left) W. Liverance, U. Glass, K. Adams, M. Noumair

Speaking on the theme “APpreuate Your
Theocratic Assignment,” Wallace Liverance,
Gilead School registrar, explained that while
some missionaries, such as the apostle. Paul,
Timothy, and Barnabas, recelved their as-
signments from God throu?h the holy spir-
it or some miraculous manifestation, Gileag-
trained missionaries are assigned a place In
the worldwide field by “the faithful and dis-
creet slave.” (Matthew 24:45-47) He com-
pared the misSionaries’ assignments to the
Places Gideon assigned his ‘men who were
0 battle the Midianites. (Judges 7:16- 21)
“Appreciate your theocratic missionary as

signment. Just as Gideon’s soldiers kept

standing each one In his place,” view your as

26 THEWATCHTOMER—IUNE 1, 1998

Si nment as ﬁour place to be. Have faith that
Je ov% % dse ou ggstas pe used Gideon’s
three hun re Brother Liverance.

Feortale -Oriented
Is appIness
The Watchtower once commented: “Rath-
er thaP bmld Qur Interests and ||ve around
manu étctur% |tem an g gets of this Pres
ent order, things Ve no certain
Co ttnuanc? ho muc hetter ang Yansrto
ge e.our real mterest arf] earn to
gn ewln oin t |n S orot ers.’
narmony Wwith that, her Mark Nou-
gtatr ong f the Gilead Sc gol instruct f
ISCLISSE wﬂhagrougofstu ents their field
Service experiences and commented: Show



in(]; ersonal interest jn others is what is
goin gto make you good missionaries.”

i oreré)rri) el

‘What_are some keys fo succ ss and haP
iness in the miss|onary work? Brothers
harles Woody of the Sérvice DePartment

an Harold Jackson, a former misslonary |n

Latin America and an assistant to the Teach-

mg Committee, Interviewed members of dif-
ent Branch Committees who were attend-

Ing the ninth class of the school for branch

E)ersonnel Here 15 a sample of the advice
hese had to offer:

. Alber% Musonda from Zambia obsgrved:
When the missionary takes the Injtiative to
0and greet the brothers, It en%enders avery
ood spirit because the brothers will draw
lose t0 the missionary, and the missionary

will draw close to them.”

Rolando Morales of Guatemala su? est-
ed that when new mrssronarres are 0 ered
something to d r|n yfrren ygleope they
can kindly an tactu m new In
the countr | wish | cou ta e jt, but my

y 33 not have the natural defenses that
your b P/ has, | hope some day | can accept
|t andII be glad to doso “h tarethe ben

efits tat |nd re}w People will not
geto ended, an the missionaries will have
een kind to others.’

What can hel é) mrssronarres endure inthelr
assignments? Brother Paul Crudass, a grad-

uate ofthe 79th class ofGrIead who has een
servrngrn Liberia for the past 12 years made
this observation: “I know It’s true that par-

ents miss their children. But there are time a

w ent e mrssronary IS tryrnq to get use

tot ecountrluI the efvironment, the culture,

the people. He ﬁ y feel like Ieavrn I he
getsaletterfrom ome saying, 1S you

0 much: we dont know wha(lJ we II do with-

out you,” that might be all he needs to pack
his bags and go home. 1t’s very important for

Hreer trﬁ!dattrves who are here today to remem-
After the interviews the frnaI talk on the
pro%ram Was Rresented by Theodore Jaracz,
a member of the Governing Body. His theme;
Keep the Kingdom Foremost in Your Life.
How can the mis ?narre say fo used and
not getdrstracte rom thelr ‘work? He en-
courae them to have a schedule for per-
sonal Bible study, which will lﬂ them to
eeP Krngdﬂmr terests fore ostr |ife. And
there was this trm?yremrn om mis-
sionarles have neT%; ected personal sty y De-
cause the dy beca ewra(E up with elec-
tronrc a gets, E-mail, and the computer We
should™have the ood sense to be balanced
In the use of an tooI and not spend an in-
ordinate amount of time on something that
\C/\(;gktjt encroach onour personal study ofGod’s

FoIIowrnq Brother Jaracz’s discourse came
the Prese at|?n of the diplomas, and the
read etter of appreciation from
the class. The class representative expressed
the feeIrngs of everyone this Wau “We saw
tang rbeevrdence of the_love that Jesus said
wou C érracterrzehrsdrscr les, and this has
reassure us that no matteér wh ere We are,
there 15 a warm, lovin moth rrke or anr
zation supPortrng us. With such bac |n§

are ready 10 0o {0 the, ends of the earth.” It
Wwas a maving conclusion to g halopy gradua-
tion day for the 104th class of Gilead

In Our Next Issue
Earth— Why Is It Here?
A Very Special Wedding

True Justice— When and How?
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TERRI 8EU]T(%ﬁiALS

AS TOLD BY EVA JOSEFSSON

A small

Ujpest district of

géoup of us had gathered inthe
udapest, Hungary, for a brief megting

before going out in the Christian ministry. It was 1939,
shortly before the beginning of World War 11, and the preaching

work of Jehovahs

Witnesses was under ban in Hungary.

Those who shared in teachini] the Bible publicly

In those days were of

NCE it was my first time to share in
his_ activity, I'must have looked a pit
anxjous and pale. An older Christian

en arrested,

Ee ;rtﬁgéed sharing with others what | had
When | turned 18 n the summer of 1941

rother turned to me and said: “Eva, Yow symholized my dedication to Jehovah God

ever need to fear. Serving Jehovah Is
greatest honor a human can have.” Those
considerate and strengthenmtg Words h_eli)ed
to sustain me through many ferrible trials.

A Jewish Background

h?)( means of baptism in the Danube River,
0 b

ther was baptized at the same time, but
Father did not share our newfound Chris-
tian faith, Soon after my baptism, | made
P,Ians to_pioneer, that is, to share in the full-
ime ministry. | needed to obtain a bicycle,

| was the oldest child'in a Jewish family s [ hegan to work in the laboratory of a

of five children. Mother was not satisfied
with Judaism, and she started to examine
other religions. This was how she met Erzse-
bet Slezinger, another_Jewish woman who
too was searching for Bible truth. Erzsebet
brought Mother into contact with Jehovah’s
Witnesses, and as_a result, | also became
deeply interested in Bible teachings. Soon
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large textile factory.

Beginning of Trials
The Nazis had taken over Hungary, and
the factory where I worked had come under
German management, One day all workers
were called to aRpear before the suRerwso_rs
to swear an oath of allegiance to the Nazis.



We were told that failure to do this would
have serious consequences. During the cere-
mon¥ where we were required to heil Hit-
ler, 1 stood respectfully but did not carry
out the act required, |'was called into the
office that very day, given my salary, and dis-
missed. Since' work was scarce, |'wondered
what would happen to my plans to pioneer.
The next day, however, | got a new job with
even better pay. _

. Now mg desire to pioneer could be real-
ized. | had several pioneer partners, and my
last one was Juliska Asztalos. We used only
our Bible in the ministry, having no ljterd-
ture to offer. Whenwe found interested peo-
ple, we made return visits and lent them [it-
erature. _ _

Time and again, Juliska and | had to
change the ternt,orY we were working. This
Was because a priest, upon learning we were
callmg on *his sheep,” would anriounce in
church that if Jehovah’s Witnesses visited
them, they must report it to him or to the po-
lice. When friendly people told us of such an
announcement, we would move to another
territory.

One day Juliska and 1 called on a young
boy who Showed interest. We made an ap-
pointment for a return visit to lend him
something to read. But when we returned
the police'were there, and we were arrested
and taken to the police station in Dunavecse.
The boy had heen used as a lure to catch us.
When we arrived at the police station, we
_sawla pdrlest there and knew that he too was
Involved.

My Worst Trial _

There at the police station, all m}é hair
was shaved off, and | had to stand naked in
front of about a dozen policemen. They in-
terrogated me, wanting to know who our
|eader in Hungary was."| explained that we
had no leader other than Jesus Christ. They

then beat me ruthlessly with their batons,
but | did not betray my Christian brothers.

Afterward, they tied my feet together and
held my hands over my head and also tied
them together. Then, one after the other
they raped me, all except one policeman. |
was tied so firmly that I still had marks on
my wrists three years later. | was so brutal-
Ized that | was kept in the basement for two
weeks until my most severe injuries were
somewhat healed.

A Period of Relief

_Later | was taken to a prison in Nagyka-
nizsa, where there were many of Jehovah's
Witnesses.. Two relatively happy years fol-
lowed despite qur imprisonment. We held all
our meetings in secret, and we functioned
more or less like a congregation. We also had
manY oppartunities for ‘informal witness-
Ing. 1t was in this prison that I met Olga Sle-
zinger, a fleshly sister of Erzsebet Slezinger,
the"woman who had introduced Bible truth
to my mother and me.

By 1944 the Nazis in Hungary had de-
termined to liguidate the Hun?anan Jews,
even as they had systematically been kill-
ing them ir other occupied areas. One day
they came for Olga and me. We were packed
Into railway cattle cars, and after avery dif-
ficult journey through Czechoslovakia, we
reached our destination in southern Poland
—the death camp Auschwitz.

Surviving in Auschwitz

| felt safe when | was with Olga. She
could be humorous even in trgmg_sﬁua—
tions. When we arrived in AuSchwitz, we
appeared before the infamous Dr. Mengele,
whose task it was to separate the new arriv-
als who were not fit for work from the able-
bodied. The former were sent to gas cham-
bers. When it was our turn, Mengele asked
Olga, “How old are you?”
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Boldly, and with a humorous twinkle in her
eyes, siie answered, “20.” In reality she was
fwice that age. But Mengele laughed and let
her ﬂo to the'right side and thusstay alive,

All prisoners in Auschwitz were marked
with symbols ontheir prison garb—Jews had
the Star of David, and Jehovah's Witnesses
had the purPIe triangle. When they wanted
to sew the Star of David on our clothes, we ex-
plained that we were Jehovah's Witnesses
and wanted the purﬁle trran?Ie This was not
because we were asnamed of our Jewish her
rtage but we were now Jehovah's Wrtnesses

){trre to force us to aceept the Jewish

blem by kick rng beating us. But we
stood frrm until they admitte us as Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

In time, | met up with my sister Elvira,
who was three years younger than me. Our
wh oe famil 5 of seven ha been taken to
Ausch wrtz nly Elvira and 1 had been ap-
proved as fit for work. Father Mother, and
our three siblings died in the gas chambers.
Elvira was not & Witness then, and we did
not stay in the. same part of the camp, She
survived, immigrated to the Unrted tates
became a Witnéss In Prttsburir Pennsyl-
vania, and later died there in 1973,

Surviving in Other Camps

In the winter of 1944/45, the Germans de-
cided to evacuate Auschwitz, since the Rus-
sjans were approaching. Sowe were moye to
Bergen-Belsen in the northern part of Ger-
many. Soon after our arrival, Olga and | were
sent’ to Braunsohwer Here we were sug
Bosed toh ear debris after the intense

ombrn%s b%the Alljed forces. Olga and I dis-

cusse the matter. Since we were not certain
If doing this work would violate qur neutral-
Ity, we'oth decided not to share in it.

Our decision caused guite f]trr We were
beaten with leather whips and then taken he-
fore a firing squad. We were given one min-
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ute to think the matter over, and we were told
that if we did not change our minds, we would
be shot. We said we did not need any time to
think about It because we had made up our
minds. However, since the camp commander
was not present and he was the only one with
authority to grve an execution oraer, our ex-
ecution had to be delayed.

In the meantime we'were forced to stand in
the camg[)] yard all day long. Two armed sol-
diers, who were replaced every two hours,
quarded us. We were not given any food,
and we suffered terribly from the cold, since
it was February. A week of this treatment
gassed but the’commander did not show up,

0 we were put on the back of a truck, and
t0 our surprise, we found ourselves back in
Bergen-Belsen.

By then Olga and | were in terrible condi-
tion: I had lost most of my hair and had ahigh
fever. 1t was only with”the greatest effort
that | could work some. The thin cabbage
soup and small piece of bread each day were
not enough. But It was necessary that we
work because those who could not were exe-
cuted. German sisters who worked with me
in the kitchen helped me to get some rest
When guards making an insp&ction were on
the way, the sisters warned me, so that |
could stand at the workbench, appearing to
be hard at work,

One da Olga just did not have the strehgth
to go to her place of work, and after t
We 'saw her o more. | lost a brave friend
ﬁ ol companion, ong who had been of %reat

elp to me durrng those drffrcot months In
the' camps. As an anginted follower of our
Lord Jesus Christ, she must immediately
have {chesrved her heavenly reward. —Revels-
on

Release and Life Afterward
When the war ended in Mah/ 1945 and lib-
eration came, | was so weak that I could not



With my husband

In  theministry in Sweden
following World War Il

rejoice that the yoke of the opPresso,rs had
at last been crushed: nor could | gom the
convoys taking the liberated ones to coun-
tries Wllllng t0 receive them. I remained for
three months in a hospital in order to regain
strength. Afterward I'was taken to Sweden,
which became my new home. At once, | got in
touch with my Christian brothers and sisters
and in time took up the precious treasure of
the field ministry.

In 1949 1married Lennart Josefsson, who
had for years served as a traveling oversger
of Jehovah'’s Witnesses. He too had heen im-
prisoned during World War 11 as a result of
maintaining his faith, We began our life to-
gether as pioneers on September 1,1949, and
Were assigned to serve in the town of Boras.
During odr first, ;fears there, we re uIa[IK
conducted ten Bible studies each week wit
interested ones. We had the joy of seeing the
congregation in Boras become three within
nin€ years, and now there are five.

| was not able to remain a pioneer for
hong Recause dn 1950 we tfecame ;Earents %0 a
aug ter, and two Yea_rs_ ater, {0'a son. Thus
| nad the delightfu Brlvne?e of teaching our
children the “precious truth that the dear
brother in Hungary taught me when | was
only 16 namelg: Serving Jehovan is the
greatest honor & human can have.”

Looking_back on my life, | realize that |
have experienced the tfuth of what the disci-
gle James wrote when remmdmg us_ofJ?b S
ndurance: “Jehovah Is very tender in affec-
tion and mercifyl.” (IJames %:11) Althoygh |
fo0 suffered terrible trials, 1 have been richly
blessed with two children, their mates, and
six grandchildren—al| ofwhom af']e worship-
ers of Jehovan. Re%; es that, I gvg any,
many spiritual children and grandchilare
somé of whom are servmgehs loneers and
missionaries, Now my gre t_oBe IS t0 meet
dear ones who aﬁe slﬁe in n;deatﬂ and 1o
embrace th%mw en they rise from their me-
morial tombs.—John 5:28, 29.
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“GOD'SWAYofLIFE”
1998-1999 Convention
Is at Hand!

Y

District and International
Conventions Held Worldwide

conventions are scheduled from

May to September. Likely, one of
these three-day gatherings will be at
a city not far from your home. In most
places, the program will begin each
day— Friday through Sunday— with
music at 9:30 a.m.

Friday morning's program will
highlight reports on the progress of
Kingdom preaching in various parts
of the world. And the theme for the
convention will be set by the keynote
address, "Christ's Ransom— God's
Way of Salvation."

r THE United States alone, 198

In the afternoon the symposium, "Parents— Inculcate God's
Way in Your Children," will provide suggestions on how to mo-
tivate young ones to love and serve Jehovah. The afternoon
program will conclude with the talk "Is There Life After Death?"

Saturday morning's program features the disciple-making
work of Jehovah's Witnesses in three successive parts, "Help-
ing People Get on the Way to Life,” "The Challenge of
Reaching People,” and "Teaching Disciples All That Christ
Commanded." At the conclusion of the morning program,
there will be provision for new disciples to be baptized.

The opening talk Saturday afternoon, "Serving With End-
less Life in View," encourages us to give prayerful thought to
our personal reasons for serving God. The talks "Appreciat-
ing 'Gifts in Men," Who Teach God's Way" and "Personality
— Strip Off the Old and Put On the New" present an enlighten-
ing verse-by-verse examination of Ephesians chapter 4. Next,
fine Scriptural admonition will be provided in the talk "Keep
Yourself Unspotted From the World" and in the three-part sym-
posium "Youths— Follow God's Way." The afternoon program
concludes with the talk "The Creator— His Personality and His
Ways."

Sunday's morning program features a three-part symposium
that will discuss the concluding chapters of the Bible book of
Ezekiel as well as their prophetic application. Rounding out
the morning program is the full-costumed drama based on the
faithfulness of the three Hebrew youths. The convention high-
light in the afternoon is the public address, "The Only Way to
Everlasting Life."



