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D o you think that riches
would make you happy?
If somebody gave you a large
sum of money, would you not

be pleased? Probably you would.

Likely you could think of ways
to spend it.

A KING WITH
WEALTH
AND WISDOM

DMITTEDLY, there are plen-
ty. of things 1o buy fo make
||fe more com[orable and

enjoyable. Money can also serve “for
a protection” dgainst unexpected
problems, such ds disease or unem-
ployment.—Ecclesiastes 7:12.

ut what is the reIatronsh be-

I
roduct o/fwealth FrPtPhn the

answers to these questions maV
difficult because money can easify be
measured, or counted, while happi-
ness cannot. You cannot put happr-
ness on a scale and weigh'it,

Then too sme f h eople seem
to be happy, while othe saemrser
able. he same IS true of those who
are poor. Still, most people—even
those who are already Wealthy—Dbe-
lieve that mare money will"bring
them greater happiness.

Reproduced from Di on oseph Franz von Allioli.
Druck u dVIg o o dHIIbg sr rg

One gerson who wrote about such matters was
Krnge lomon of ancrent Isragl. He was one of the
rich st menwoever ived. You can readadescrrg
tion of his enormous Wealth In the 10th chapter
of the Bible book of First K rng s. Notice, for exam-
Ple that verse t4 states: “The weight of the old
h hcame to Solomon In one Kear mo nted up to
sIx hundred frnd srxtg SIX tae tso at Ig-
ure IS e Lirvaenttoz fﬂt fgold a tatmuc
godwo d be worth we over 200 000

Yet, Solomon was not merely rich: ewas essed
bnt/Godwrth wisdom. . The Brb?e relates: Krn
rs%omt a I t e
other kings of the earth

Rn Was rearl Lln rich es an
eqrt Weée seek I eface of %O#Om(ijn ear IS

WIS OSWea%ooocanaheR It fr%lrh S0 omohlﬁngéom

srnce swrrtrngns age up part of t eBrherecord
et us see wlw Eah to sag about tne relationship
etween wealt appIness.

THE WATCHTOAMER—VAY 15, 1998 3



King Solomon knew the value

of money. He wrote: "Bread is for

the laughter of the workers, and wine
itself makes life rejoice; but money is
what meets a response in all things."
(Ecclesiastes 10:19) Dining with friends
can be most enjoyable, but to obtain
bread or wine, you need money.
Since money is the means by which
material things are obtained, it

"meets a response in all things."

HOUGH Solomon was fabuloysly
wealthy, he knew that riches have their
limitations. He recognized that a ma-
terialistic way of Iife dogs not unlock the
door to happiness. He wrote; “A mere lov-
er of silver will not be satisfied.with silver,
neither any lover of wealth with income.”
—Ecclesiastes 5:10.
Suppose a wealthy person obtains even
reater wealth, Solomon says: ‘When good
mPs become many, those eatmtg them cer-
tainly become many. gEcclesms es 5:11) As
a person’s “good hlng or possessmns In-
crease, moré people are needed to care for
them. Repairmen, caretakers, servants, se-
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curity people, and others—all must be paid
for their services. In turn, this requires ever
more mongy.
Such a 3|tuat|on has a dlrect bearlng on
sp 1S0n’s happiness. ree
tonan Xen on._wh o |ve In
te ourt centu BCE wrote
down ke comm nts of a poor
man who had become rich:
“Why, doyou actually suppose...
that the more | own, the mre happily

| Tive? You are not aware,” he went on,
“that it gives me not one whit more



King Solomon knew what makes
a person happy. Do you?

pleasure to eat and drink and sleep now than

oor. My only gain from
hat | am obliged to take
distribute more to Others, and

It did when | was
having so much is
care Of more,
have the trouble of looking after more than I
used to have For now ma
me for food, many for dri
clothes, while Some nee
one comes to me with a tale abou sheep

d by wolves, or of oxen killed b
falling over a precipice, or to say th
some disease has broken out amon
cattle. And so it looks to me .

more trouble now through possessing much
than I'used to have from possessrng little.”

Another reason WhY 8 g Bursue ever
more wealth rstat ¥ 3 equiled Wv
what Jesus Christ called “the deceptive po
er of ri hes gMatthew 22% The%/ are de-
ceived because In these riches that the
?o ardently seek, ther( never find the s1a
action or hap iness they expected fo find
They reason that what ||m|t d wealth fails
to do, greater wealth will do. So there is a
constant striving for more

Doest\,' Lead to PFaY piness

Concern apout his ossessrons tay prevent
a rich man from enj yrngapeaceu nrg ht’s
rest. Solomon writes: ™Sweet s th eseep of
the one serving, regardless of wh et er trs
[ittle or much that he eats: utthe en
Ionqrn tothe rich.ong Is not perm ttrngyhrm
to sleep."—Ecclesiastes 5.

When w I p(ut the possrble loss of
one’s weat sta en to_an extreme more
is involved than lack of sleep. Describing
the miser, Solomon writes: “All his days he
eats in darkness itself, with a_great deal
of vexatron with sickness on his part an
cause for rnd natron (Ecclesras es 5.1/
Instea o rn Ing nappiness rn rs weath
he eats ‘with vexatr astou
prudges even the money as tos en or
0od.”Such a sick mena out 00K aﬁ/ con-
tribute to poor_health, In turn, poor heal
adds 1o the anxiety of the miser, srnce It h|n
ders him from anfassing greater wealth.

Perhaps this reminds 'you of what the
apostle Paul wrot? “Those who are detr

Ined to pe rich fall nlto temgt tion an
spare and many senseless and hurtfu d
sires, which pIuan]e men into destructron
and ruin. For the fove of mone |saroot of
all sorts ofnyurrousthm S, an rea hing
out for this love some. .. have stabibed them
selves all over with many pains.” (1 Timothy
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6,9, 10?_ In the pursyit of money, people
cheat, lie, steal, prostitute themsglves, and
even commit murder. The result is a person
stabbed with emotional, physical, and spiri-
fual pains because of trying to grasp and
hold on to riches. Does this“sound like the
road to happiness? Hardly!

Being Content With What We Have
.Solomon had more to say about a halanced
view of riches. He wrote; “Just as one has
come forth from his mother’s belly, naked
will one go away again, just as one came; and
nothing “at all’can one carry away for his
hard work, which he can take along with his
hand. Lok The best thing that | myself
have seen, which is pretty, is'that one stiould
eat and drink and See good for all his hard
work with which he works hard under the
sun for the number of the days of his life
that the true God has, given him, for that is
his ﬁortlon. —Ecclesiastes 5:15, 18.

. These words show that happiness does not
lie in striving to stockpile wealth for a time
that may never come for us. Far better it is
to be safisfied and to rejoice in the results of
our_hard work. The apostle Paul expressed
a similar thought In his inspired letter to
Timothy, sa;rmg: “We_have brought nothing
into thé world, and neither can we carry any-
thing out. So, having sustenance and Cover-

In Our Next Issue

Wait Patiently

'‘Go On Walking in
Union With Christ'

Shouldering Responsibility
for Family Care
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ingl, we shall be content with these things.”
—1Timothy 6:7,8; compare Luke 12:16-21.

The Key to Hagplness

. Solomon possessed an abundance of hoth
riches and %odly wisdom. But he linked hap-
piness with wisdom, not with money. He
said: “Hapﬁy Is the man that has found wis-
dom, and the man that gets discernment, for
having it as gain is better than having silver
as qam and having it as produce than gold
itself. It is more précious than corals, and all
other delights of yours cannot be made equal
to it. Length of days is in its right hand; in
its left hand there are riches and glor)r. Its
ways are ways of pleasantness, and gll its
roddways aré peace. It Is a tree of life to
those taking hold of it, and those keeppmg
fast hold of it are to be called happy."—Prov-
erbs 3:13-18, , _

Why is wisdom superior to material pos-
sessions? Solomon wrote: “Wisdom is for a
P_rotectlon the same as money is for a protec-
ion; but the advantage of knowledge is that
wisdom, itself_preserves alive its owners.”
(Ecclesiastes 7:12) While money provides a
measure of protection, enabling’its owner to
buy what he needs, wisdom can safequard a
person from taklnq risks that may Jeopar-
dize his life. Not onlly may true wisdom save
a person from a premature death but, since
It'1s based on. a proper fear of God, 1t will
lead to the gaining of _everlastmg life.

Why does godly wisdom lead to happi-
nefs? Because true hap£|nes_s can come
only from Jehovah God. Experience groves
that genuine happiness can be gained only
through obedience to the Most High. En-
during h%w)mess depends on_an approved
standing with God. (Matthew 5:3-10 B%/ ap-
%I_)Bmg what we learn from a study of the
ible; we will cultivate “the wisdom from
ahove,” iJa_mes 3:17) It will give us happi-
ness that riches can never bring.



EUNICE AND LOIS

Exemplary Educators

Jehovah's servants, we know that providing
an effective religious education for our children is a
serious responsibility. Even in the best of times, this task may
be fraught with all kinds of obstacles and difficulties.
This is all the more so when a Christian parent is facing that
challenge in a religiously divided household.
Such a situation is not new. The Scriptures tell us about
one parent who found herself in a similar
position in the first century C.E.

THE WATCHTOMER—MAY 15, 1998 7



~The family of a woman named Eunice
lived in Lystra, a city in the region of Ly-
caonia in South-central Asia Minor. Lkls_tra
was a small provincial city of no great im-
P_ortan_ce. It was a Roman colony called Ju-
ia Felix Gemina Lustra, founded by Augus-
tus Caesar to counteract the activities of
brigands in sur[oundln(i_area_s. Eunice was
a Jewish Christian who'lived in a religious-
ly divided household with her Greek hus-
band, her son Timothy, and her mother Lois.
—Acts 16:1-3. _

_Likely, there were few Jews in Lystra,
since the Bible makes no mention of & syn-
agogue there, though there was a Jewish
presence in lconium, some 20 miles away.
#Acts 14:19) So it must not have been easy
or Eunice to practice her faith, The fact
that Timothy was not circumcised after
he was born’has led some scholars to sur-
mise that Eunice’s husband had opposed
that idea. _ _

Eunice was not alone in her beliefs, how-
ever. It appears that Timothy received his
instruction in “the holy writings” hoth
from his mother and_from his maternal
ﬁrandmot_her, Lois.* The apostle Paul ex-

orted Timothy: “Continue in the thmqs
that you learned and were persuaded
believe, knowing from what persons you
learned them and that from infancy you
have known the holy writings, which ‘are
able to make you wisg for salvation through
the faith in connection with Christ Jesus.”
—2 Timothy 3:14, 15,

Education “From Infancy”
. When Paul said that Timothy’s €ducation
in “the_ holy writings” had been |m?arted
“from infancy,” this evidently meant from

oo D

mother’s mother” at
8 The watchtower—May is, 1998

0

babyhood. This is in !(ﬁ]egm? with his use
of & Greek word (bre'phos) that generall
refers to a newhorn. (Compare_Luke 2:12,
16.) Eunice thus took her God-given obliga-
tion seriously, wasting notime in beqmnmg
to give Timothy training that would hel
hini grow into"a devoted servant of God.
—Deliteronomy 6:6-9; Proverbs 1.8,
Timothy had been “persuaded to believe”
Scriptural truths. Accordm% to one Greek
lexicon, the word Paul used here means “to
be firmly persuaded of; to be assured of”
something. No doubt, considerable time and
effort were needed to root such firm convic-
tion in Tlmothw heart, helping him to rea-
son on God’s Word and exerCise faith in
it. Apparently, then, both Eunice and Lois
worked hard to teach Timothy from the
Scriptures. And what a reward those godly
women reaped! Paul could write of Tmot_hx:
“I recollect the faith which is in you with-
out any hypocrisy, and which dwelt first
in your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice, but which | am confidént is also in
you."—2 Timothy 1.5, .
. What a vital role Eunice and Lois played
in Timothy’s life! In this regard, writer Da-
vid Read ‘states: “If the apostle believed
that nothing mattered but Timothy’s own
ﬁersonal experience of conversion, he would
ave reminded him of it right away, But the
first thing he has to say ‘about Timothy’s
faith was that it was already ‘alive in LOis
... and Eunice.”” Paul’s stafement regard-
Ing the faith of Lois, Eunice, and Timo-
thy shows that often the early Scriptur-
al education given at home by parents and
even grandparents is fundamental in deter-
mining_a young one’s future s?mt_ual pros-
Bects. Should that not make amﬂﬁ mem-
ers think seriously about what they are
doing to fulfill this responsibility toward
both"God and their children?



_Perhaﬁs Paul was also thinking about the
kind of home environment Lois and Eunice
had created. The apostle may have visit-
ed their home during_his first stay in Lys-
tra, about 47/48 C.E” The two women ?,rob-
ably converted to Christianity af that time.
(Acts 14:8-20) Perhaps warm, happy rela-
tions enjoyed'in that household inflenced
Paul’s chaice of words when referring to
Lois as Timothy’s “grandmother.” Accord-
ing to scholar Ceslas Spicg, the Greek term
he used (mam'me, in contrast with the
classical and respectful . is “a child’s
word of endearment” for his grandmother
which in this context conveysa “nuance of
familiarity and affection.”

Timothy’s Departure

Just what Eunice’s marital status was
when Paul visited L}{stra a second time
(about 50 C.E.) is not clear. Many schol-
ars assume that she was a widow. In any
case, under the_guidance of his mother and

randmother, Timothy had grown into a
Ine %oung man, perhaps ahout 20 years old
by that time.. He was “well reported on by
the brothers in Lystra and Iconium.” (Acts
16:2) Ewdentllzg a desire to spread the good
news of the Kingdom had been implanted
in Timothy’s heart, for he accepted Paul’s
Invitation to travel with him and Silas on
their missionary journey.

JImagine how Eunice and Lois felt when
Timothy was about to_leave! They knew
that on' Paul’s first visit to their city, the
apostle had been stoned and left for dead.
§ cs 14:19) So it must not have been easy
or them to let young Timothy go. Like-
ly, they wondered how long he would be
dway and whether he would return safely.
Despite such probable anxieties, his moth-
er and grandmother undoubtedly encour-
aged him to accept this special privilege

that WOiﬂd enable him to serve Jehovah
more fully.

Valuable Lessons

_Much can be learned from careful con-
sideration of Eunice and Lois. Faith mati-
vated them_ to_give_Timothy a spiritually
sound uPbrmgmg. The matre, stable ex-
ample 0 g_odly devotion that grandparents
set for théir grandchildren and others can
certainly be beneficial to the entire Chris-
tian conigregation. (Titus 2:3-5) Eunice’s ex-
ample likewise reminds mothers with unbe-
I|evm% hushands of the responsibility and
rewarQs of Imparting_spiritual instruction
to their children. Doing this may require
gqreat_courage at times, especially’if the fa-
er is not well-gisposed toward the reli-
glous beliefs of his Spouse. It also calls for
act, since the Christian wife must respect
her hushand’s headship. . _

The faith, effort, and self-denial of Lois
and _Eunice were rewarded by their see-
ing Timothy make spiritual progress to the
point of becoming an excellent missionary
and overseer. (Philippians 2:19-22) Liké-
wise today, teaching Scriptural_ truths to
our childfen demands time, patience, and
determination, but a fine outcome makes all
the effort truly worthwhile. Many exempla-
[ Chrlstlan_Y_ouths who_have heen taught
ne holy writings from infancy’ in a reli-
ﬂ%ously divided Rousehold bringgreat joy to

eir godly parent. And how tfue the prov-
erb that sdys: “She who gives birth to a wise
ong will be'joyful’—Proverbs 23:23-25,

The apostle John said of his spiritual
children: “No greater cause for thankful-
ness do | have than these things, that |
should be hearing that my children go on
walking in the truth.” (3'John 4) Slrely,
the sentiment expressed in those words 15
shared by many who have proved to be like
Eunice and Lois, two exemplary educators.
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Christian faith
WILL BE TESTED

“Faith

OWN through history, there have
been men, ‘women, ‘and_children
with true faith. The qualifier “true”

isnot a possession ofall people. "—2 THESSALONIANS 3:2

elation 1.1 2) St||| we read that Jesus
was “tested In all resBects like_ourselves,
but without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) Yes, Je-

is fitting because millions of others have glis” faith was_ tested. Far from |scoura?-
played & sort of faith that has been [ike ovg-us or creating apprehension, that shoufd

dulity, a réadiness to believe without valid
basis or reason. Such faith has often |n
volved false gods or forms of worsh IP that
are out of harmony with the Almighty, Je-
hovah, and his revealed Word. The’ agostle
Paul thus wrote; “Faith is not a possession of
al peoBI e."—2 Thessalonians 3:2,

then some did have true faith and, by impli-
cation, some today do. Most, readers of this
journal desire to have and to increase in such
rue faith—faith.in harmong with accurate
<now|edi;e of divine truth. (John 18:37; He-
rews 11'6) Is that so with you? Then'it is
imperative’ that you recognize and be pr P -
pared for the fact that Jour faith will be
ested Why can that be Said?

comfort us.

4By gfomg throug} great trials even to the
omt of death on the stake, Jesus “learned
o bedience.” (Hebrews 5:8) He proved that
humans can_live by true Taith despite any
tests that might come upon them. This takes
on particular significance when we think of

ut Paul’s statement implies that back What Jesus said about his foIIowers “Bearin

mind the word | said to you, A slave is not
?reater than his master.” (John 15:20) In
act regardmg his followers in our time, Je-
sus predicted:”You will be objects of hatred
by all the nations on account of my name.”

—Matthew 24:9.

SEarly in this centur1y judgment began
with the house of God, The crt tures fore

told: "It is the ap omted time f rt et\f

OWI

3 We must admit that Jesus Christ is cen- mentto Sta“W” the h OUSGO 0

tral to our faith. Indeed, the Bible speaks
of him as the Perfecter of our_faith. That

IS because of what Jeﬁts said %nd did,
particularly how he fulfilled R ophecy. He
strengthened the basis on which humans
can establish true faith. (Hebrews 12:2; Rev-

fléitft-lgw has history shown that not all have true
%ItK\Ihy is it vital that we examine our own

4. Why should we look to Jesus in regard to
tests of fef/ '[?t J
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It starts first with us, what will the end
of those Who are not obe |ent to the good

ews of God? ‘And If the righteous
BeY\r/tg saved wit dtlfttcuf Igt/vherejw Iathe

ungadly man and the smner make a show-
ing?""=! Peter 4:17, 18,

Faith Tested—Why?
6In a sense, faith that is untested has no

? How do the Scriptures indicate that we will
Wthy Is tested faith invaluable?



ﬁroven worth, and its quality remains un-
nown. You might liken 1t t0 a check that
has not yet been cashed.
cerved a check for work that you did, for
£|100 s th at you provrded Or even as a (rnft

ecec ma k good, but IS 1t? Is it
really worth t e amount that a#]pears on
It? Similarly, our faith must be more than
Just an appearance or a mere profession. It
must be tested if we are to_prove that it
has substance and real quality. When our
faith is tested, we may find that itis strong
and valuable, A test mag/ étSO reveal any
areas Inwhich our faith néeds refinement or
bolstering.

1God permits persecution and other tests
of faith to come upon us. We read; “When
under trial, let no one say: 1 am being tried

d’ For with evil things God cannot

be trred nor does he himself try anyone.’
(James. 113) Who or what 1s responsible for
such trials?’It is Satan, the world, and our
own imperfect flesh.

8\We.may admit that Satan exerts a pow-
erful .inflience over the world, over its
thinking and its ways. gJohn 5:19) And
we probably know that he instigates per
secution against Christians, (Revelation 12:
17) But aré we equally convinced that Satan
tries to mislead us by appealing to our im-
Berfect flesh, danﬂlrng worldly enticements
efore our eyes, hoping that"we will take
the bait, disobey God,"and end up drsaﬁ
proved btf Jehovah? Of course, Satan’s met
ods should not surprise us, for he used the
same tactics when trying to tempt Jesus.
—Matthew 4:1-11,

9Through hrs Word and the Christian con-
qre gation, Je ovah sets before our eyes pos-
ftive examples of faith that we can imitate.
Paul admomshed Unitedly become imita-

7 8 From what source do tests of our faith
9 How can we benefit from examples of faith?

You may have re-

tors of me, brothers and keep uour eye on
those who are walking in a way that accor 5
with the example you havern us.” (Phi g -
ans 317? As one of God’s anointed serv nts
In the first cenfury, Paul took the lead in
Performrng works of faith despite the great
rials he experienced. Down at the end of the

th century, we are not lacking in compa-
rabe examples of faith, The words of He-
brews 13:7 appIY now with as much force as
when Paul wrote them: “Remember those
who are taking the lead among you, who
ave spoken t e word of God f0 you, and

You contemg ate how their conddct turns

Imitate their faith.’

I)That admomtro] n has partrcular force
when we consider how the conduct of the
anointed remnant has turned out. We can
contemplate their example and imitate their
faith. Their’s is a true faith that has been
refined by trials, With small be mnrngs
back In the 1870, a worldwide Christi
brotherhood developed. As frurta(h;e of the
faith and endurance_of the anoifited ones
from then on, over five and a half milljon
Witnesses. of Jehovah are_now preachin
and teaching about the Kingdom of God.
The present global congregation of zealous
trye worshipers 15 a testament to tested
faith.—Titus 2:14.

Faith Tested Concerning 1914

]1Years be}fore the odutbreak of thg first
world war, the anointed remnant had_been
proclaiming that 1914 would be a signif-
icant date in Bible prophecy. However, Some
of their expectatrons Were premature and
their vrew of what would a%oen Was ef

an per ect FOF %xam\ﬁ T. Russe
irst president of the Watch Tower Socr
ety, and his assoclates could see that a

%0 What artrcular examples of faith do we

Ve In recen
% I-Iow was 1314 significant for C. T. Russell
and his associates?

——t
.
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vast preaching work was necessary. They
read: “This gos?el of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for d Witness unto
aII nat|ons and then shall the end come.”
(h atthew 24:14. King James Version) How,
ough could their Yelatively small group
ever do that?

Around the turn of the century,
people in many lands were studying
the Bible with the help of the
"Millennial Dawn" series, later
called "Studies in the Scriptures"

a convention of the Bible Students,
as Jehovah's Witnesses were then
called. Soon Macmillan was baptized
and beglan working with Broth-
er Ryssell at the Society’s headquar-
ters in New York.

Based on their reading of the

B
Bible, those anointed Christians
ointed to 1914 ag aturnmg Pomt in
0d’s purpose. But Macniillan and
others wondered how the preaching
to the nations foretold at’ Matthew
24:14 could be accomplished in the
short remaining time. He later said;
“I remember discussing that with
Brother Russell frequently, and he
would say, ‘Well, brother, right in"New York
we have more Jews than there are In Jeru-
salem. We have more Irishmen here than
there are in Dublin, And we have more Ital-
%ns than there are.jn Rome. Now if we reaih
them nere, that will pe reaching the world
with the message.” But that didnt_seem

D C0n3|der how this affected A. H. Mac- {0 Sﬁtley our mlnds SO then the ‘Photo-

mlllan an associate of Russell, Born in Can-
ada, Macmillan was no‘}yet 20 wh eﬂ he ob-
tained Russell’s book The Plan of the Ages
I886) (This book, also caIIed The Di ne

the
Wldelydlstrlbuted seﬁ Stugli lnt eScr
tures. Volume 2 |me s at Ha
{1889] ?omted t0 1914 as the end of ‘%
imes of the Gentiles.” [Luke 21:24, KJ
Thever N V(&]lt Macmillanb e?an reading,
thought: “Well, that sounds Tike the trth!”
In the summer of 1900, he met Russell at

Elow di gne of Russell’s associates respond
to Bible trut

12 THEWATCHTOARR—MAY 15, 1998

Agesh ec me Volume

Drama’ was thought of”
¥ What a ground-breaking undertakmg
the “Photo Drama of Creation” was! Itcom
|ne motion pictures. and colored ass
sF h nchromzed with Bible talks %R
ono ra records. .In 1913,
atch o e[‘sa aconventlon In Arkah-
S35, . It was unanimously resolved
that the t|me has come for e use of mov-

hg{g pictures in teach |n% ible truths. . . .
[Russell] explained that he had been at work

13. What BT hlem did Macmhllan and others see
as to_the fulfillment of Ma

14, Prior to 1914, what outstandlng prOJect was
undertaken?



n this very plan for thyee years and now
gg almost re)arﬁ) hundreds of beautitul pic-
tures, whi hwr undoubtedIY attract great
crowds and herald the Gospel, and help the
public back to faith in God.”

5 The “Photp- Drama” drd that venéthmg
after its inaugural showing in Januar

II?W|n%are reports from The Watch Tow-

April 1; “A minister, after seeing two
pars said, 1 have seen only oné-half
the Photo Drama of Creation, DUt al-
read% ave earne from it more about
the Bible than | learned in mrr three
years’ course In the theological semi-
nary.’ A Jew after seeing it remarked, I
go away a hetter Jew than when | came
in.” Several Catholic prrests and nuns
have visited the DRAMA an exPressed
great appreciation. g/ twe ve sets
fthe Drama are Yet compléte ever
theless we have a readY reached and are
servrn? thirty-one cities Over
thirty-five thousand per day are see-
mg earrng admrrrng thinking and
being blessed.

June 15. “The pictures h%ve made
me more zealous to spread the Truth,
and have Increased m love for the
Heavenly Father and Our dear Elder
Brother Jesus. | darlg/ gra y God’s rich-
est blessing upon thé Photo- Drama of
Creation and all eng aged In its
entatron | am™your servan |n

"Knoche — lowa.”

Ju|y L5 e g ¢ pleased fo not
what' a wonderful mpressron for
good the pictures have left in this

t¥ and Wﬁ eel irgsuredt at this
witness.to the world s, also geing used to
gather in many who give evidence of be-
ing jewels of the Lord’s own choosing. We

%5. What sort of results did the “Photo-Drama”
ave?

Aletter from C. T. Russell with introductory
text for a recording in which he said.

" ‘The Photo-Drama of Creation' is
presented by the IBSA— the International
Bible Students Association. Its aim is
public instruction along re/igio-scienfifie
lines, and in defense of the Bible

CANao,an *Mo,rlo

ailway

ATtA*T«= ®S«y,

R B

5hE Y0 w1907



know of quite a number of earnest Bj-
ble students who are now assoclated with
the Class here as a result of the Photo-
Drama work. ... Your sister in the Lord,
Emma L. Brlcker
November 15: “We feel sure you will be
glad to hear of the splendid witness that
iS being given by eans of the PHOTO
Drama of Creation at The London rP
era House, Kingsway. Th e%mdm hand
ofthe Lord has heen sowon erfully man-
Ifest In everY detail of this exhibition
that the brethren are rejoicing 9reatIY
Our audiences were made up from all
classes and kinds of people: we have not-
ed many of the clergy in attendance. One
vicar " . asked for tickets that he and
his wife might come and see It again. A
Church of Englang Rector has attended
the Drama Several times, and , . . has
brou%ht man)é of his friends to witness it,
IS o'o ave aIso been present, and
several titled

December 1 tﬁWlfe and | truly thank
our Heavenly Father for the great and
theless bessm which has come to
s through our |nstrumentaht It was
our eaut| | PHOTO-DRAMA Which Was
he cause ofour seeing and accepting the
Truth ... We have your six_volumes of
Studles in_the Scriptures. They are a
great help.”

Res onse to Tests Back Then

when such smcere and

b hat, thou
devote Chhstlans 1gouhd that their expecta-
tion otj belng gomed with tﬁe Lord in 1914
was not realized? Those anointed ones went
H ceptionally trialsome period.
e atch Tower of November 1 1914 de-
clared: “Let us remember thah We ﬁre in.a
testmg season. Aboutth*s Jehovah’s Wit-
nesseS— Proclaimers ot God’s Kingdom

16. Why did 1914 bring a test of faith?
14 THE WATCHTOAER—MAY 15, 1998

81993) states: “The years from 1914 to 1918
Id mdeed, prove to be ‘a testing season’ for
the Bible Students.” Would they allow their
faith to be refined and their thinking to be
adjusted so that they could undertake the
great work ahead?

il The Watch Tower of September
1916, said: “We |mag|ned that the Harvest
Workofgathermqth Church [th anointed]
would bé accomB ished before the end.of the
Gentile Times; but nothmq In the Blble 50
said. ... Are We regretful that the Harvest
work continues? . . Qur present attitude,
dear brethren, should be one of 9reat grat
|tudetowar Go mcreasmq_lapp eciation of
the beautiful Truth which He has granted
uste r|V|Ie e of seeing and bemq denti-
|e with, an mcreasmg zeal in hélping fo
bring t at Truth to the” knowl edge of oth
ers.”Thelr faith had been puf to testY
they faced that test and met it successfu
Buf we Christians should be aware that tests
of faith may be many and varied,

BFor example, another kind of test came
upon the remnant shortly after Broth-
er Charles T. Russell died. That was a test of

17. How did the f%nhful anomted ones react to
remmmw on eart

t\at other tests of falth foIIowgd for
God’s people soon after Brother Russell’s death?

Do You Recall?
Why should Jehovah's people ex-
pect that their faith will be tested?

O What sort of efforts to spread
God's message were under way
prior to 19147

O What was the "Photo-Drama," and
what results did it produce?

O How did events in the 1914-18
period serve to test the anointed?

|



the|r loyalty and falth Who was ‘the fai h
ful save of Matthew 24:45? Some felt that
It waé Brother Russell hlmself and theg
balked at cooperating with new orgamz

tional arrangements.” If he had been the
Elave what were the brothie 1 15 10 do now tha

e had died? Should they follow some newly
designated individual, or was it now time t0
recognize that Jehovah was using, not Hust
one person, but an entire (I]roup of Chris-
tians as an instrument, or sfave class?

BAn additional test came upon true
Chrlstlans m 1918 when worIdIy authori-
t|es qfae on yt e cergyo hrlsten

ramed mischief by laiw’ aﬂ)a%
hovahsorgamzatlon Psam %A
wave of violent persecution was [aunche
against the B|b| Students hoth in North
America and in Europe. The cler ymsplred
opposition came {0 a head on 18,
when U.S. federal warrants were |ssued for
the arrest of J, F. Rutherford and several of
his close associates, including A. H. Macmil-
lan. They were falsely accused of sedition
and the “authorities ignored their pleas of
Innocence.

Z)Thou h not recogmzed as such then, a

pur| y|n wor wagun erwa as descnbed

Malachi 3:1-3: “Who_ will eputtmq up
WI'[ the day ofhls coming, and who will be
the one stariding when he appears? For [the
messenger of the covenant] will be like the
fire of d refiner and like thie lye of laundry-
men, And he must sit as a refiner and clean's-
er of silver and must cleanse the s?ns of
Levi; and he must clarify them like gold and
I|ke 3|Iver an? theg wilf certamI?/ become to
Jen ova people presenting a gift offering in
ngﬂteousness

As World War | drew to a close, some
of the Bible Students faced angther test of
faith—whether they would maintain strict

20, 21. As foretolﬂ at Malac | 313 what work
was done among the anointed?

Demetrius Papageorge traveled
showing the “Photo-Drama of Creation."
Later, he was imprisoned because of his
Christian neutrality

ney taht as to worldly military affairs.
SJ 6, 18 62 Some'did not. Soin 1918
ehova sent “theé messenger of the COVe-

nant,” Christ Jesus, to H|ss Iritugl tem-
pIe arran entto leanse th %) m%ll%r
of His worshipers rom world e

es. Those w owere comm|tt to ISplay-
Ing true faith learned from the ex erlen e
and moved forward, zealously continuing
to preach.

. What we have considered js not Just of
assmg historical Interest. It Is directlyr
ated t0 the present spiritual condition fJe
ovah’ ? worldwide congregation. But let us
In the oIIowmg article co 5|der some of the
tests of faith béing faced g SIP?O ple to-
day and see how We may Successfully over-
come these.

22 As to tests of faith, what remains to be con-
sidered?
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A NN
“Consider it alljoy, my brothers, whenyou meet with various trials,
knowing asyou do that this tested quality ofyourfaith works out

endurance.

from”pain or humiliation. Yet, they

JAMES 12, 3.

patience, compassion, kindness, or love in
dealing with situations or with fellow hu-
mans, endurance can make us more com-

bear in mind the above words written by jdete. Yes, the sequence is: Tests produce

RUE Christians have no taste for suf-
Tferlng, and they draw no pleasure

sus’half
to his disciples that t_he5{ could expect Perse-
cution and other difficulties because of their
adhering to God’s standards. (Matthew 10:
34: 24:9-13; John 16:33) Nonetheless, joy can
result from such tests. How so?

2 Akey reason that we find Aoy When un-

der trials or tests of faith is that these
can produce_good fruitage. As James says,
bearing up in the face of tests or difficul-
ties “works out endurance.” We can bepe-
fit from developing that valuable Christian
quality. James wrote; “Let endurance have
its work complete, that you may be com-
plete and sound in all respects, riot lacking
In anything.” (James L:4) Endurance has a
job t0 do, a “work.” Its assignment. is to
make us complete in all respects, aiding us
to be well rounded out as Christians. Hence
by letting trials run their course without
any attempts to use unscriptural means to
bring them to a swift end, our faith is test-
ed and refined. If we have been lacking in

}éitvghy should Christians expect tests of their

h’
. EI% How can tests of our. faith IEesult in J’oiy?
Jr ca\éve an endurance have its work complete m

16 THEWATCHTOMER—VAY 15, 1998

brother James. Christ made it Clemdurance: endurance increases Christian

ﬂualltles; these are a cause of joy.—1 Peter
14: 2 Peter 1.5-8. o

3The apostle Peter also hlghh?hted why
we need not fear or shrink hack from tests
of our faith, He wrote: “In this fact you are
greatly re*qmmg, though for a little while at
present, It it mast be, you have been grieved
DY various trials, in Order that the tested
quality of Your faith, of much greater val-
Ue than gold that perishes desdn e its being
proved by fire, may be found a cause for
praise ard glory and honor at the revela-
lon of Jesu$ Christ.” (1 Peter 16, 7) These
words are especially encouraging now be-
cause the “great tribulation”—the time of
praise, glory, honor, and_survival—is much
closer than"some may think and much clos-
er than when we became believers.—Mat-
thew 24:21; Romans 13:11, 12, _

4n the precedm% article, we considered
tests that the anoirited remnant faced from
1914 onward, Were these a basis for {oy?
A H. Macmillan offered this retrospective

3"Wh3/ should v¥e.not shrink back in fear of
trials or tests of faith?

4, How did one brother. feel apoyt tests that he
ané-I other anointed g}]rlstmns Hag experienced?




A. H. Macmillan ( frontleft) about the time

he and officials of the Watch Tower Society

were unjustly imprisoned In his final years,
Brother Macmillan

view: “| have seen many s(ivere trials ?ome was still displaying faith

sz?h” (t)?eihgrsgapnlzi%tlon”%n teﬁ“F g;,fogo(q7 eopleconn Lies. Those who ho e tq survive

SHirt 1 sunvived and co tmued 10 flouri 1¢ approachin great tri ua lon” as part
Fhave see the isgom or%patlentlywamn ? pg qr%atﬁgowld areaso av Re”
on Jehovah to,clear UE our Understanding of ~ faith tested. {Revelafion 73 M 5 he-
Scriptural thmgs |n tead of getting upset ”(‘jg done in w gsmml ar {0 what {he anoin
over 3 new thot No“matter what  ed remnant faCed as well as in other ways.

adjustments we 9v0u|d have to make from How Miaht You Be Tested?

rﬁe fo fime In our views, nat ot 2 Gpany Ciyistians have thought about the
c ange the gracious rovmon OFthe ransom  shafen e of standing up to ‘tests. in the
and odsB?mme f eternal life. So the[(e f direct fomg| assaults. They re
s 1D et 01 S0 e our fafh De e call this report: {1 i exdersT s
ened hy unfulfilled expectations or ch an mone the agosﬂ them. 3 3 of-

es Inviews, —The Walchtower, August 15, dered them to stop s eakin g Upon the Dasis

66 page 04, of Jesus’ name, and let them go. Thee
Anoint gd Chrlsnans who_suryived the therefore, wenf their wa from %%foret
testlng erlq fll 9 were freed from  Sanfedrih, rejoicing beca ésete
matmgnm uence of the world an nte worA {0 e |3 0 oreg (ﬂ
rom many Baoylonish religious pr?cnces o? s name.” Acé 1) An H
g remngnt Wfint forward a ?a Cleansed ern lnstory of speople e emaf ur-
and refined people, will mgg]lyofermg sacri- the orld wars, makes |P X that
flces of ra|se to God and having the’ assuy- g of Jehovah’s Wit esses atuall X-
% tte 15,4 PE0 le were acceptabl engnce %eatlns and far worse, a t%
Sla 562 luln W|t0?net Igngeﬁo4l8 Ran soh ersecg?ors h : N
TWith regard to Christians’ being o
but |t wou e completed In one fixed
period. The testlng an tRe sgtmg 0? Gog Jsec\t\jhotf pergecun?nfthe Wotrldt rt:alfgs N
at 1S. one $)OI’ 0T severe t(es al many
5. (a) What henefits re)s?b from th rem-  ba _
bl T Wl B o e o o
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distinction between the anginted remnant
and the qgreat crowd of “other sheep.”

(John 10:16) Down through the years,
members of both groups have been test-
ed severeg by imprison-

ment and ven martyrdom

because of their love of

God and therr farth in him.

Both grous have need-

ed Go 'S spirit, re Cgardless

eir fo ompare
The Watcpr d)wer i

June 15,
1996 5) ge 31) Durrng
the 1930°5 and “1940°s in
Nazi Germany, many of Je-
hovahs servants, includ-
qchrldren drsglayed
extraordinary fait
not a few were tested to
the limif. In more recent
times, Jehovah’s people
have faced the test of per-
secution In such lands as
Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Srngiapore
and Zaire. And tests of this sort continue

8  As already noted, however, our faith isedl

also bern% tested’in more subtle ways. Some
of the tests are not so direct and easily iden-
tifiable, Consicler how you would réact to
some of the following. A brother in ndola
who had ten childrerwas in a congregation
that for a time was cut off from communi-
cation with responsible brothers, Later it
became possible for others to visit the con-
gregatron He was asked how he was man-

rn? to feed his famrI% It was not easy for
him 1o answer, and ] ewoudsa was that
the situation was dificult. Was he able to
feed hrs children at least one meal a day? He

do the comments dpt onﬁ African br tother
?ho at more 15 involved Int etean our
alt an enduring persecution in the Yorm of
beatings?

18 The Watchtower—May is, 1998

Like this family, many Christians
in Africa have displayed a
tested quality of faith

replied: “Well, hardly. We have learned to

?et bywrth what we Have, Thenwith avoice

ull of conviction, he said: “But rsn’t this

what we expect In these last days?” Such

faith 1s remarka Ie in the

world, but it rfn t unusu-

aI among loyal Christians,

who have full confidence

that the Krn(]qdom promises
will be fulfiled

Thegreat cro

9
being tested in connection
with'theocratic procedures.
The worldwide” Christian
congregation s directed ac-
cording to divine, princi-
ples and theocratic stan-
dards. This. means first of
all recognizing Jesus as the
Leader the One appoint-
ed as Head of the congre-
ation. (1 Corinthians 11:3)
illing submission to him
and tohis Father is mani-
fested through our faith in theocratic ap-
pointments and decisions related to our unit-
dornP Jehovah’s will, Furthermore, in
each local congregation, there are men ap-
pointed to take the lead. They are imperfect
men whose faults we may readily see; yet we
are urged to respect such overseers and to
be submissive. (Hehrews, 13.7 17% Do you at
times find that challenging? Is this réally a
test for you? If o, are you benefiting from
this test of your faith?

D We are also tested in connection with

the Prrvrlege and requirement to engage
reqularly in'the field ministry. For ys to ass
this test; we must realize thiat having a full
share in the ministry involves more than

9. How a]re we berng tested in connection with
1Corrnt lans 1

10, W t}test do we face as regards the field
ministry’



a minimal, or token, amount of preaching.
Recall Jesus’ approving comment about the
poor widow who gave her all. (Mark 12:41-
44) We might ask ourselves, Am | simi-
Iarl¥_ ?lvmg of m7yself In connection with
my Tield ministry?” All of us are to be Wit-
neésses of Jehovah all day Ion?, ready, at

every opportunity to let “our Tight shine.
X tthew 5:16. :

1 Another test we might face relates to
the degree of our appreciation for the in-
creasmq light being shed on Bible truth
and for the counsel provided by the faithful
slave class. (Matthew 24:45) Sometimes this
calls for adjustments in personal conduct,
such as when it became clear that those who
use tobaccq would have to quit if they want-
ed to remain in the congregation.* (2 Corin-
thians 7:1) Or the test may be in our accept-
ing the need to modify our taste in music or
certain other forms of entertainment.” Will
we %uesnon,the wisdom of the counsel of-
fered? Or will we let God’s spirit mold our
thmkm%,and help us to put on the Christian
personality?—Ephesians 4:20-24; 5:3-5.

DFor decades, the number of those of
the great crowd has been increasing, and
after” their baptism they are_continding to
strengthen their relationship with Jého-
vah. This involves more than attending a
Christian assembly, Ig?omg to some meetings
at the Kingdom Hall, or occasionally shar-
ing in field service. To illustrate: A person
may be physically outside of Babylon the
Gréat, the ‘world”empire of false veligion,
o g5 g 7 s

*See The Watchtower of July 15, 1983, pag-
es 27-31.

11 How can ctﬁn%es in_understanding or coun-
sel on conduct be a test? _

12. What js needed to strengthen faith after one
IS baptized?

but has he truIY |eft it behind? Does he still
cImE? fo those things that reflect the spirit
of Babylon the Great—a s;)mt that flouts
God’s righteous standards? Does he treat
morality"and marital faithfulness lightly?
Does hé emphasize personal and material
Interests more than spiritual interests? Yes
has he remained unspotted by the world?
—James 1:21.

Benefit From Tested Faith
BIf we have truly fled from Babylon the
Great and have also come out of the world,
let us not look at the things behind, In line
with the Prmmple found ‘at Luke 9:62, for
any of us to look back could mean losing out
on’being a subject of God’s Kingdom. Jesus
said: “No man”that has_put his hand to a
P_Iow and looks at the things behind is well
itted for the kingdom of God.”
UBut some who became Christians in the
Bast have since then allowed themselves to
e fashioned after this system of things.
ThePf have not resisted the spirit of the
world. (2 Peter 2:20-22) Worldly distrac-
tions have absorbed their interest and time
thus impeding their progress. Insteaq of
keeping their minds and fearts fixed firm-
ly on God’s Kingdom and his righteousness
putting such first in Iife, they have turned
aside 0 pursue materialistic”goals. Unless
they are moved to acknowledge their weak
faith and lukewarm state and to change
their course by seeking divine counsel, they
are in danger of losing their precioys rela-
tionship with Jehovah‘and his organization.
—Revelation 3:15-19. o
50ur being found apgroved and in line
for surviving” the fast-approaching qreat
tribulation depends on our keeping clean,

Jﬁ, 14, What have somg done after starting on
the way of true worship’ _
é%mw at does it take to remain acceptable to
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having our robes ‘washed in the hlood of
the Lamb.’ (Revelation 7:9-14; 1Corinthians
6:11) If we do not maintain a clean, righ-
teous standing before God, our sacred ser-
vice will not be acceptable, Surely, each gne
of us.should realize that the tested quality
of faith will help us to endure and to avoid
incurring God’s displeasure.

BAt times, the news media and secular
authorities pin false labels on God’s P_eo-
ple, misrepresenting our Christian beliefs
and waX of life. This should not surprise
us, for Jesus clearly shows that the ‘world
would hate us because we are no part of
it BJohn 17:14g Will we allow those who
are Dlinded by Satan to intimidate and dis-
hearten us and make us feel ashamed of the
?ood news? Will we permit lies about the
ruth to affect our regular meeting atten-
dance and our preaching activity? Or will
we stand fast and be colrageous and more
determined than ever to continue declaring
the truth about Jehovah and his Kingdom?

TAccording fo fulfilled Bible prophecy,
we are now living deep in the time of the
end. Our Bible-haSed expectations for a new
world of righteousness. are certain to be-
come a delighttul reality. Until that day
comes, may ‘all of us exercise unshakable
faith in God’s Word and prove our faith by
not |etting up In preaching the good news
of the Kingdom worldwide. Think of the
thousands Of new disciples being baptized
every week. Is that not reason énough for
Us tg_a preciate that Jeh#)vahfs Hauence re-
garding the execution of his judgment can
result Tn the salvation of many more peo-
Ple? Are we not joyful that God' has allowed
he lifesaving Kigdom-preaching activity
to continue? And are we not delighted that

16. n.v%t;at ways may lies prove to be a test of
our faith? _ _
17. What as urﬁgce can stimulate us to contin-
ue showing faith’
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illions have a%ce_Pt d the truth and are
emonstrating tneir faith?

BHow Ionﬁ;_the present testing of our
faith will continue we cannot say. But this
much Is certain: Jehovah has 4 fixed day
of reckoning for the present wicked heav-
ens and earth. Meanwhile, let us be de-
termined to imitate the sterlmg (ﬂuallty of
tested faith manifested by the Perfecter of
our faith, Jesus.. And let"us follow the ex-
ample of the aging anointed remnant and
that of others who are courageously serving
among us. _

DOWe should be determined to declare
without letup the everlasting good news to
every nation, tribe, tongue, "and people in
cooperation with the argel flying in" mid-
heaven. Let them hear the anqellc declara-
tion: “Fear God and give him glory, because
the hour _of the judgment b\)/lvmm nas aj-
rived.” éReveIatl_on 4:6, 7) When that di-
vine judgment is rendered, what will be
the result as. re_gards the tested quality of
our faith? Will it not be a glorious triumph
—geliverance from, the present system of
things into God’s nghteous new world? By
enduring the tests of our faith, we will he
able to say, as did the apostle John: “This is
the co_nﬂu”est that has conquered the world,
our faith."—1Jonn 5:4.

g'\/a\ﬁ/’)hat Is your determination as to serving Je-
19, What can you be sure will conquer this
world?

Do You Recall?

O How is it that tests of our faith can
be a cause for joy?

O What are some tests of our faith
that may not be easily identified?

O How can we benefit by successfully
enduring tests of our faith?



REACHIN

WITH THE ART

NY people regard the word “per-
suasion” with suspicion, It may sug-
gest to one’s mind a pushy salésper-

son or N advertisement designed to deceive
or manipulate the consumer. Even in the Bi-
ble, the idea of persuasion sometimes has
negative connotations, denoting a corrupt-
mg or.a Ieadm([] astray. For example, the
Christian apostie Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians; “You were running well. Who hin-
dered you from keeping on obeying the
truth? This sort of persiasion is not from
the One callmg you.” (Galatians 5:7, 8) Paul
also warned the Colossians against letting
anyone ‘delude them with persuasive argu-
ments.” (Colossians 2:4) Such persuasion de-
Pends on clever arguments built on false
oundations. _

In his second letter to Timothy, however,
the apostle Paul used the idea of persuasion
In a different sense. He wrote: “Continue in
the things that you learned and were per-
suaded to believe, knowing from what per-
sons you learned them.” (Z Timothy 3:14) In
belng “persuaded to believe,” Timiothy was
not being manipulated by his mother and
his grandmother, through'whom he learned
Scriptural truths.—2 Timothy 1.5.*

hile under house arrest 1n Rome, Paul
bore_thoro_ugh witness to many, “using per-
suasion with them concernm% Jesus from
both the law of Moses and the Prophets,

Pocv%t:??%,‘“SnaHicg'&"‘i TSFA e o THE D

HEARTS

OF PERSUASION

from mornln% till evening.” (Acts 28:23())
Was Paul deCeiving his audience? By n
means! Clearly, then, persuasion is nat al-
ways a bad thing.

Used in a Posmve sense, the Greek root
word translated “persuade” means to con-
vince, to bring about a change of mind b
means of sound, logical reasoning. A teacti-
er can thus build on a_Scr_llntural oundation,
using persuasion to instill in others a con-
viction of Bible truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) In-
deed, this was a mark of Paul’s ministry.
Even Demetrius the silversmith, who con-
sidered Christian teachings to be false, not-
ed: “Not only in Ephesus but in nearly all
the district of Asia this Paul has persuaded
a considerable crowd and turned them to an-
other opinion, saying that the ones that are
made by hands are ot gods. " —Acts 19:26.

Using Persuasion in the Ministry

Jesus Christ instructed_his followers: “Go
therefore and make, disciples of people of
all the nations, baptlzm% hem in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
holy sg)mt, teaching them to observe all the
things | have commanded you, And, look! |
am With you all the_days until the conclu-
sion of the system of Ahmgs. gl\/latthew 28
19,20 In ovér 230 Jands, Jéhovah's Witness-
es are obeying this command. Each month
durmg théir 1997 service gear they con-
ducted an average of 4,552,589 home Bible
studies worldwide.

Jf you are privileged to conduct 3 home
Bible"stuay, you might be able to anticipate
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challenges that will require usmg the art
of persuasion. For example, suppose that at
your next study session; a question should
arise regarding the Trinity, What if yo

know that your student bélieves this oc
trine? You could give him a publication that
discusses that subject. After he has rea
It, you may find that he has been persuad-
ed that God and Jesus are not the same.

But It some questions remain, how can
you proceed?

Listen carefully. This will help you to de-
termine what our student aIreadP/ believes
aboutagtven“su Ject. For example, | your
student sa&/ | believe in the Trinity, cy
couldquw undertake a Scr tural dis
sion tod |s ove this dqctrine. But there are
various be |efs regarding the Trinity. Your
student may believe something quite differ-
ent from what you would definé as the Trini-
ty doctrlne Thie same might be said of other

etes such as reincarnation, the_immor-
tal |t¥ of the soul, and salvation. So listen
carefully before speaking. Do not make as-
sumptions apout what the student believes.
—Proverhs 18:13,

_ Ask questions. These mtqht mcIude
Have you always believed in the Trinity?

Did you ever ma eathorou stud ofw at
the Bible says on this su Ject7l od were
Bartofatrmtt would not his Word, the Bi-
le, clearly and directly tell us s0?’In teach-
ing the student, Rertodtcally stoP to ask
suchquesttons ast ese. ‘Doeswha we have

covered rmaesense to, you? IX?

areeW|t is.explanation?” ours

fuluseo questions, you mvolvet student
He should not sim-

In the |earning Proc Ss.
y be listening to you expound on a subject.
Use sound reasonlng In discussing; the

Trinity doctrine, for example, you coudsa

to your student: Whep Jesus was. apttze

a voice came out of heaven, saying: “Yol

are my Son, the beloved.” If God were tru-
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ly on earth beln[q baptized, would he pro-
{ect his voice up fo heaven and back so that
hose words could be heard on the earth?

Would that not be misleading? Would Go d,
“who cannot lie.” do such a deceptive thing?
—Luke 3:21, 22 Titus 1.1, 2

Sound reasoning presented. in  tactful
manner is often Quite effective, Consider
the example of a woman we will call Bar-
bara. Allher life, she had believed that
Jesus was God and_part of a trinity that
included the holy spirit. But then ong of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. told her that God and
Jesus are two distinct |nd|V|duas and he
showed her scrtptures to suptport IS State-
ment.* Barbara could not refute the Bible.
At the same time, she was frustrated. Af-
ter all, the Trinity doctrine was dear to
her heart,

The thness patiently. reasoned with
Barbara. “If you were trrmg to teach me
that two persons are equal,” he asked, “what
family relationship would' you use to illus-
trate "it?” She thought for a moment and
then replied: “I might use two brothers.”
“Exactly,” the Witness responded, “Perhaps
even |dent|cal twins, But in teaching us to
view God as the Father and himselas the
Son, what message was Jesus conveying?”
“I'see,” Barbara réplied, her eyes widening.
“He 1 describing one as oldér and having
more authority.”

“Yes,” answered the Witness, “and Je-
sus’ Jewish audience, ||V|nrg in a patriar-
chal society, would especially have reached
that conclusion.” Driving. home his point,
the Witness concluded: “If we came up with
such a fifting illustration to teach equality
—that of brathers or identical twins—sure-
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ly Jesus, the Great Teacher, could have done
$0 100. Instead, he used the terms father
and ‘son’ to describe the relationship be-
tween himself and God.” _

Barbara finally understood the point, and
she accepted it, Her heart had been reached
with the art of persuasion.

Dealing With Emotions

Stron?ly entrenched religious beliefs of-
ten involvé an emotional component. Consid-
er the case of Edna, a devout Catholic. Her
teen_a?e grandsons presented her with clear
Scriptural proof that God and Jesus are not
the same person, Edna understood what she
heard. Nevertheless, she kindly but firmly
stated: “I believe in the holy Trinity.”

Perhaps you have had a_similar experi-
ence. Many view the doctrines of their re-
ligion as if these were part of their very
identity. To persuade such Bible students,
more i5 needed than cold logic or even a se-
ries of scriptures proving the person’s view-
Bomt to be erronequs. Sych situations can

e well handled by balancing the art of per-
suasion with compassion. (Compare Romans
12:15; Colossians 3:12.) Granted, an effec-
tive teacher should have strong convictions,
For example, Paul used such phrases as “
am convinced” and “I know and am persuad-
ed in the Lord Jesus.” (Romans 8.38; 14:
14) However, in expressing our convictions,
we should not take on & dogmatic, self-
righteous tone, nor should we’be sarcastic
or demeaning in presenting Bible truths,
We certainly do not want to offend or even
insult the student.—Proverbs 12:18.

It is far more effective to respect the stu-
dent’s beliefs and recognize his right to pos-
sess them. Humility is the keF. A teacher
with lowliness of mind does not feel that he
IS inherently superior to his student. (Luke
18:9-14; Philippians 2:3, 4) Godly persua-

REACHING YOUR STUDENT'S HEART

O Pray for Jehovah's direction in
reaching the heart of the Bible student.
— Nehemiah 2:4, 5; Isaiah 50:4.

O Discern what the student believes and
why he may find a false belief appealing.
— Acts 17:22, 23.

O Inakind, patient manner, build a
logical, Scriptural argument while
maintaining common ground.— Acts
17:24-34.

O If possible, reinforce Bible truths with
effective illustrations.— Mark 4:33, 34.

O Show the student the benefits of
accepting accurate knowledge from the
Bible— 1 Timothy 2:3, 4; 2 Timothy 3:
14, 15.

sion includes a hum_llltl;r that, in effect, says:
Jehovah has mercifully helped me to See
this. Let me share it with you,”

T0 his fellow Christians in Corinth, Paul
wrote: “The weapons of our warfare are
not fleshly, but powerful by God for over-
turning Strongly entrenched thmgs. For
We are’ overturning reason_mgzs an everY
lofty thing raised up against the knowl-
edge of God; and we are bringing every
thought into captivity to make it obedient
to thé Christ.” (2 Corinthians 104, 5) Today
Jehovah's Witnesses are using God's Word
to, overturn strongly entrenchied false doc-
trines as well as _eeﬁ)ly emhedded practices
and traits that displease him, (1 Corinthi-

In doing this, the Witnesses re-
member that Jehovah has lovingly been pa-
tient with them, How haé)pg they dre to have
his Word, the Bible, and t0 use"this power-
ful tool to uproot false teachm_gs and reach
hearts with the art of persuasion!

ans 6:9-11
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You Can Make
Spiritual Progress

Although
kles, a fough” diamond merel¥ %Iows
Nevertheless, in the depths of the
amond lies the unmistakable promise of a
beautiful gem. _ _
Christians_resemble rough  diamonds in
many ways. Though we are’still a Ionq way
fron perfection, We do have an underlying
worth that Jehovah values.
Like diamonds, all of us
have,our own distipct
qualities. And each
ne of us can make
urther spiritual
progress if that is
our”heartfelt de-
sire. Our personali-
ties can be polished,
sothat they shine more
brllghtly 0 Jehovah’s
glory.—1 Corinthians 10:31,
. Atter being cut and pol-
ished, a diamond is placed in a . _
setting that enh nce% Its reflective % li-
ties. Similarly, Jenavan can use us in dlffer-
ent settings, or assignments, if we “put on
the new personality which was created ac-
cording to God’s will in trug righteousness
and onalty_. _—E?hesmns 4:20-24,
Such spjritua proogress maly not come
naturally, )ust as a diamond in its natu-
ral state rarely sparkles like a gem. We
might need to rid ourselves of sonie linger-

RUE worth_can be difficult to recog-
T nize. Such is the_case with diamonds.
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a polished diamond spar-
rou

ing weakness, adjust our attitude toward
assuming responsibility, or even exert our-
selves to"get out of 4 Spiritual rut. But we

Imegn make” progress if we really want to,
h elince Jehovah God can (11|ve us” “the pow-

er beyond what 1s normal.”—2 Corinthians
4:7; Philippians 4:13,

Jehovah _Strengthens His Servants

Cutting diamonds takes confidence that
results from exact knowledge, since once
a part of the rough diamond s cut away,

it usually 1s lost. Expen-

sive material—sometimes

as much as 50 percent

of the uncut stone—has

to be cut away to produce

the desired shiape. We f00

need confidence resulting

from accurate knowledge in

order to shape our personality

and to progress spiritually. Especiall
myst we have confidence that Jehova

will empower us.

We may feel inadequate, however, or
think thaf we are not able to domore. In the
Past, faithful servants of God sometimes
elt that way. (Exodus 3;11, 12, 1Kings 19
1-4) When assigned by God to be a “prophet
to the nations,” Jeremiah exclaimed: “Here
| actually do not know how to speak, for |
am but d'hoy.” (Jeremiah 1:5, 6) Despite his
reticence, though, Jeremiah bécame a cou-
rageous prophét who delivered forthright
m&ssages to a hostile people. How was this



Erossrble7 He learned to rely on Jehovah.
eremiah later wrote: “Blessed s the able-
bodied man who puts his trust in Jehovah,
and whose confidence Jenovah has become.”
—Jeremiah 17:7; 20:11,

Todv% Jehovah likewise stren thens
those o ut their trust jn him. Eqward,*
a father of ourwho was slow to make spir-
itual pro?ress found this to be true. He ex-
plains: *T had been one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses for nrne years but | seemed to be
standrng stil] spiritually. . The problem was
that 1 had little motivation and no confi-
dence. After moving to Spain, | found my-
self 1n a small congregatron that had just
one elder and one ministerial servant. In
view of the need, the elder asked me to
handle many assrgnments | trembled as |
?ave my first talks and meetin 1g parts Yet

learned to lean on Jehovah. The elder al-
ways commended me and offered tactful
sugg estions for improvement.

t the same time, | increased my field
service activity and took a better spiritual
lead in my family. As a result, the truth had
greater meaning for all the family, and | felt
So much more satisfied. | am_now a ministe-
rial servant, and I am working hard to de-
velop the qualities of a Christian overseer.

“Strip Off the Old Personality”
As Edward realized, spiritual progress
requires trust in Jehovah, Developing the

Christlike “new personality” rs also essen
tial. How can this be done? A first steo
to “strip off” those trajts that areB 0

the, old personalrty & oIosarans 3.9 1* Just
as imperrections, such as orergn mirferals
have o be removed rom arou? diamond
toma e It a sparkl roggem s0 alitydes “pe-
longing to the world” need to be drscarded
In order that our new fersonahty may shine
through.—Galatians

* Substitute names are used in this article.

One such attitude is a reluctance to ac-
cept responsibility for fear that too much

will be required of us, True, responsibili-
t means work, but |t is a satisfying work.
(Compare Acts 20:35.) Paul admittéd that
godly devotion requrres that we ‘work hard
and ‘exert ourselves.” We do so gladly, he
said, “because we have rested our hope ona
living God,” one who never forgets the work
we 00 in behalf of our fellow Christians and
others.—1 Timothy 4:9, 10; Hebrews 6:10,

Some diamonds suffer from “tension”
created at their formation and need to be
handled carefully. With help from an in-
strumentcalled ap lariscope, however th
polisher can locate't etens on and can wor
on the stone successfully. Perhaps we suf-
fer from an internal tension, or personality
flaw, because of our background or a trau-
matic exoerrence What ¢an we do? First,
we need to admit the problem to ourselves

and determine to overcome It to the ex-
tent nossible. We should certainly unburden
ourselves hefore Jehovah in prayer, possiply
also seekrngi spiritual help from aC rrstran
elder—Psalm 55:22; James 5:14, 1

Such inner tension affected Nrcholas ‘M
father was an alcoholic, and. he cause
my.sister and me much suffering.” he ex-
plains. “When | left school, | joined the
army, but mv rebellious streak soon got
me into trouble, Army authorities Aarled me
for dealrng In drugs and on another occa-
sron desérted. Fina Av | left the army but

| still had trouble thou h my life was
a mess because of drug ab use and heavy
drrnk r[r Lhad an mterest In the Bible and
onPe ave a purpose in Iire Eventua
y, F'came into contact with Jehovah’s W
nﬁgsters %hanged my life-style, and embraced

ut

“It took tvears however, before | came to
terms with a defect in my persona rtv
had a deep dislike for authorrty and bristled
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when any counsel came my way. Thou%h_l
wanted to be used fully by Jenovah, this
weakness held me back. Finally, with the
help of two understanding elders, | admit-
ted. my problem and beqan to apply their
loving™ Scriptural counsél. Although a lit-
tle reSentment occasionally flares up, | have
now controlled my rebellious nature. 1 am
ver5{_ grateful for Jehovah’s patient way of
ed mg with_ me and for the loving help of
the elders. Because of my spiritual prog-
ress, | have recently been appointed as"a
ministerial servant. _

As Nicholas discovered, changing deep-
seated attitudes is not easy. We may face
a similar challenge. Perhags we are overly
sensitive. We may be nursing a grievance,
or we may be placing too much emphasis on
independence. Thus, our Christian progress
may be limited. Diamond polishers éxpe-
rience something similar with stones the
call naats. These are really two stones melt-
ed into one durmg the diamond’s forma-
tion. As a result, naats have two conflictin
growth patterns that make cutting accord-
ing to the grain very difficult. In our case,
we find the “grain” of the willing. spirit
battling against the “grain” of the imper-
fect flgsh. (Matthew 2b:41; Galatians, 5:17)
Sometimes, we may feel inclined o give up
the struggle altogether, rationalizing that
imperfections in our personality are not im-
Portant anyway. ‘After all,” we may say, ‘my
amily and friends still love me.” _

If we are to serve our brothers and glori-
fy our heavenly Father, however, we need
t0. ‘e made new in the force actuating our
mind” by putting on the new personality.
The effort is worthwhile, as Nicholas and
countless others can testify, A diamond pol-
isher knows that one blemish can mar the
whole diamond. Likewise, by neglecting a
weak facet of our personality, we can spoil
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our spiritual appearance. Worse still, a se-
rious weakness could lead to our spiritual
downfall.—Proverbs 8:33.

Like a “Fire” Within Us

The diamond Rollsher seeks to capture
the fire within the diamond. This is done
by arranqmﬂg the facets so that_they cause
the so-called rainbow effect. Inside the dia-
mond the multicolored light reflects back
and forth, producing the fire that makes di-
amonds sparkle. Similarly, God's spirit can
be like a “fire” within us.—1 Thessalonians
5:19; Acts 18:25; Romans 12:11. _
. Butwhat if we sense the need to get spir-
itually motivated? How can this be done?
We néed to ‘consider our Ways.’_gP_saIm 119:
59, 60) This would involve identit |nﬁ those
things that slow us down spiritually and
then determining which theocratic activi-
ties we need to, Pursue more ,\/lgorousliy. We
can deepen spiritual appreciation through
reqular ?ersonal study and fervent prayer.
(Psalm 119:18, 32; 1431, 5 8, 10) More-
over, by associating with those who work
hard in'the faith, we will further strength-
en_our resolve to serve Jehovah zealously.
—Titus 2:14, o _

Louise, a young Christian woman, admit-
ted: “I conSideréd reqular pionegring for
two years before | aCtually enrolled "as a
gloneer, or full-time Kingdom proclaimer.
There was nothing stopping me, but | was
ine (:fofmftotrtabletrutt a?d_ I Uﬁt d|dn1fmﬁke

e effort to get out of it. Then m [

led sudden?ygl realized how ?ragi% IE#e e|s
and that | wasnt making the best use of
mine. S0 | changed my spiritual outlook, in-
creased my service, ang became a regular
pioneer, fPartlcul_a_r heIB In this régard
were those of my spiritual brothers and'sis-
ters who always supported the field service
arrangements and who reﬁularly accompa-
nied me in the ministry. | have léarned that



whether for good or for bad, we share the
values and goals of our associates.”

~ Sharpened as if bY Iron

Diamonds are the hardes naturaIIY 0c-
curring substance on earth. Hence, it takes
ong diamond to cut anather. This may re-
mind Bible students of the proverb ‘that
says: “By iron, iron itself is sharpened. So
one man sharpens the face of another.”
(Proverbs 27:17) How is a person’s face
“sharpened™? One indjvidual may succeed
in sharPenm% the intellectual and spiritual
state of another, just as a piece of iron can
be used to sharpen a blade made of the same
metal. For instance, if we should become de-
pressed over some disappointment, another
person’s encouragement can be very uplift-
Ing. Our sad countenance can thus change
for the better, and we can he enlivengd
for renewed zealous activity, (Proverbs 13
12) Especially can congregdtion elders help
to sharpen Us bg providing Scriptural en-
coura?ement and counsel for improvement.
They follow the principle stated by Solomon:
“Give to a wise person and he will become
still wiser. Impart, knowledge, to someone
righteous and he will increase in learning.”
—Proverbs 99. o _

Of course, spiritual training takes time.
For more than ten years, the apostle
Paul shared his experience and teachin
methods with Timothy. El Corinthians &
17: 1 Timothy 46, 16YT e lengthy train-
ing.that Moges gave Joshua over a 40-year
Perlod_ benefited the nation of Isragl for a
ong time. (Joshua 1.1, 2 24:29, 31) Eli-
shaaccompanied the. prophet Elijan for
perhaps 6 Years, receiving a fine ground-
Ing for_his“own ministry ‘that was’ o last
about 60 Years. (1 Kings 19:21: 2 Kings 3.
113 By patiently providi ?ongomg fraining,
elders follow the example of Paul, Moses,
and Elijah.

Giving commendation s a vital part of
training. Sincere expressions of apprecia-
tion for assignments well handleq or for
praiseworthy acts may impel_others to
want to_serve God more fully, Commenda-
tion builds confidence that,”in turn, pro-
vides incentive to work on weaknesses.
(Compare 1 Corinthians 11:2.% Encourage-
ment to progress in the truth also_comes
from being “intensely occupied with the
Kingdom-preaching work and other con-
gregaﬂonal activities. (Acts 18:5}_Wh_en el-
ers assqn brothers responsibi |tr¥_ In_ac-
cordwith'ther sgmtual progress, this gives
these men valuable experierice and is likely
to strengthen their desire to, keep on pro-
gressing spiritually. —Philippians 1.8, 9.

Good Reason for
. Making gp|r|t_uaInProgre_ss
Diamonds are considered precious. The
same i true of those. now hecoming associ-
ated with the worldwide family of Jehovah’s
worshipers. In fact, God himself calls them
the “desirable,” or “precious,” things of
all the nations. (Haggai 2.7, foptnote)”Last
year, 375,923 hecame baptized Witnesses
of Jehovah. To accommodate this growth,
there is a need to ‘make the tent more
spacious,” By progressing spiritually—and
by reaching out for Christian service privi-
|éges—it IS possible to have a share in car-
Ing for this expansion.—Isaiah 54:2; 60:22.
nlike many precious diamonds that are
kept in bank vaults and are rareIY seen, our
spiritual worth can shine brightly. And as
we regularly polish and manifest our Chris-
tian qualities, we glorify Jehovah God. Je-
sus exhorted his followers: “Let your light
shine before men, that they mae( see your
fing works and give glory to your Fatherwho
IS In the heavéns.” SMatthew 5:16) Surely,
that gives us sound reason to make spiritd-
al progress.
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W hat Is the

TALMUD?

"The Talmud is undoubtedly one of the most remarkable literary productions of all times."

— The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia.

"[The Talmud is] one of the great intellectual accomplishments of humankind, a
document so dense, so rich, so subtle that it has kept superb minds busy for more than a
millennium and a half"— Jacob Neusner, Jewish scholar and author.

"The Talmud is the central pillar [of Judaism] supporting the entire spiritual and intellectual
edifice of Jewish life."— Adin Steinsaltz, Talmudic scholar and rabbi.

HE Talmud has
Tunquestlon-
ably had a tre-

mengous influence
on the Jewish peo- ,
ple for centuries. In contrast with the above-
quoted accolades, however, the Talmud has
been denigrated and called “a sea of obscu-
rity and mud.” It has been denounced as a
blasphemaus work of the Devil. By papal de-
cree, it was repeatedly censored, confiscat-
ed, ?_nd even burned I large numbers in the
public squares of EUrope. _

Exactly what is this work that has stirred
S0 much controversy? Whﬁt makes the Tﬁl-
mud unique among Jewish writings? W
was it written? How has it come to have
such an impact on Judaism? Does It have
meaning for the non-Jewish world?

Dur_mg the 150 gears f_oII0W|n% he de-
struction of the témple in JeruSalem in
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10 C.E.,. academies

of rabbinic sages

throu?hout Israel

urgently sought a

o _ ~new hasis for main-

tammP Jewish practice. They debated and

consolidated various traditions of their oral

law. Building on this foundation, they. set

new limits and requirements for Judaism,

?lvmg direction for a day-to-day life of ho-

Iness without a temPI_e. This new spiritu-

al framework was outlined in the Mishnah,

compiled by Judan ha-Nasi by the begin-
mq%of the third century CE.

. The Mishnah stood on its own, not seek-

ing justification on the hasis of Biblical ref-

erénces. Its method of discussion and even

*For more information on the development and
content g} the M?shna% see”theﬁ]rt%& pnp]e M?sh-
nah ang God’s %W to Moses” in The Watchtower of
Novemper 15, 199/.



the style of its Hebrew were unique, distinct
from ‘the Bible text. The decisions of the
rabhis quoted in the Mishnah would affect
the day-to-day lives of Jews everywhere. In-
deed, Jacob Neusner comments: “The Mish-
nah provided Israel’s constitution,... It de-
manded assent and conformity to its rules.”
But what if some questioned whether the
authority of the saqes quoted in the Mish-
nah was really egua to revealed Scripture?
The rabbis would have to show that teach-
ings of the Tannaim ﬁteachers of the oral
|law) found in the Mishnah were in perfect
harmony with the Hebrew Scriptures. Fur-
ther commentary became a necessity, They
felt the need t0 exh)lalr] and justify the
Mishnah and prove that it originated with
the Law given to Moses at Sinai. The rabbis
felt comPeIIed to Tprove that the oral and
written law are of one spirit and purpose.
Rather than being the final word on Juda-
ism, then, the Mishnah became a new foun-
dation for religious discussion and debate.

The Talmud in the Making

The rabhis who took up this new chal-
Ienge were known as Amoraim—"interpret-
ers,” or “explainers,” of the Mishnah. Each
academy centered around a prominent rab-
bi. A small circle of scholars and students
held discussions all year. But the most im-
portant sessions were held biannually, dur-
Ing the months of Adar and Elul, when ag-
ricultural work was slack and hundreds or
even thousands more could attend.

Adin Steinsaltz explains: “The academy
head presiced, seated on a chair or on spe-
cial mats. In the front rows ono_sne him sat
the important scholars, including his col-
|leagues or outstanding pupils, and_behind
them all the other scholars. . . . The or-
der of seatmg was based on a precisely de-
fined hierarchy [according to importance].”

A portion of the Mishnah would be recit-
ed. This would then be com?ar_ed with par-
allel or supplementary material gathered
RX' the Tannaim but ot inclyded in the
flishnah. The process of analysis would be-
?m. Questions were posed,. and contradic-
lons were analyzed to find internal harmo-
w between teachings. Proof texts from the
ebrew Scriptures ere sought to support
rabbinic teachm(%s. _
Although caretully structured, these dis-
cussions were intense, sometimes turbulent,
One sage quoted in the Talmud spoke of
“sparks of fire” leaping between the mouths
of the rabbis during & debate. (Hullin 137b
Babylonian Talmud) Steinsaltz says this of
the proceedings: “The academy head, or the
sage delivering the lecture, would give his
own interpretation of proplems. The schol-
ars in the audience would often bombard
him with questions on the basis of other
sources, the views of other commentators,
or their own logical conclusions. Sometimes
the debate was very brief and restricted to
an unequivocal and"conclusive response to a
given question. In other cases ofher schol-
ars would offer alternative solutions and a
|arge-scale debate would ensue.” All in at-
teridance were free to take part. Issues clar-
ified at the sessions would be transmitted to
other academies for other scholars to review.
Yet, these sessions were not just end-
less legalistic debates. Legal matters deal-
Ing with rules and re%ulatwns of Jewish re-
ligious life are called Halakah. This term
comes from the Hebrew root “to go” and in-
dicates the ‘way of life one should go by.
All other matters—stories about rabbis and
Bible characters, wise sayings, concepts of
belief and ﬁhnosophy—are called Hia_?qa-
dah, from the Hebrew root “to tell.” Hala-
kah and_H_aggadah were intermingled dur-
ing rabbinic debate.
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In his book The World of the Talmud,
Morris, Adler comments: “A wise teacher
would interrupt a lengthy and difficult le-
([;al_argument with_a digression of a_less
axing and more edifying nature.... Thus
we find Iegend and Ristory, contemporary
science and folklore, Biblical exegesis and
b|0ﬁrap_hy, homily and theology Woven to-
gether irito what, to one unfamifiar with the
Ways of the academies, would seem to be a
curious medley of unorganized data.” Tothe
scholars at the acadeniies, all such dlﬁres-
sions were for a purpose and were refated
to the point under discussion. Halakah and
Haggadah were the building blocks of a new
stricture under construction in the rabbin-
ic academies.

The Making of Two Talmuds |
Eventually, the “main rabbinic center in
Palestine maoved to Tiberias, Other impor-
tant academies were located at Sepphoris,
Caesarea, and Lydda. But the deteriorating
economic situation, constant political insta-
bility, and finally the pressure and ?ersecu-
tion from apostate Christianity led to large-
scale immigration to another major Jewish

poEuIatlon center to the East—Babylonia.
or centuries, students had flocked from
Babylonia to Palestine to study under the
great rabbis at the academies. One such stu-
ent was Abba ben Ibo, also called Abba
Arika—Abba the tall one—but later known
simply as Rab. He returned to Babxlonla
ﬁbout 219 CE. after studgmg[ under Judah
a-Nasl, and this marked a urmn%pomt
for the spiritual importance of the Babylo-
nian Jewish community. Rab set up.an acad-
e_mY at Sura, an area with many Jews but
little scholarship. His reputationdrew 1,200
reqular students to his academy, with thou-
sands more In attendance duririg the Jewish
months of Adar and Elul. Rab’s prominent
contemporary, Samuel, et up an academy

30 THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15, 1998

in Nehardea. Other important academies
sprang up at Pumbeditha and Mehoza,

Now there was no necessng to travel to
Palestine, for one could study under the
?reat scholars in Babylonia. The formula-
lon of the Mishnah as a separate text paved
the wa%/ for the complete independence of
the Babylonian academies, Although differ-
ent styles and methods of study now devel-
oped in Palestine and Babyloriia, frequent
communication and interchange of teachers
preserved the unity of the academies.

Toward the end of the fourth and in the
beginning of the fifth centuries CE., the
sitUation”became particularly difficult for
the Jews in Palestine. Waves of restrictions
and persecution under the rising authori-
t)r of apostate Christendom led t0 the final
blow of abolishing both the Sanhedrin and
the position of Nasi (patriarch) by about
425 C.E. So the Palestinian Amoraim begian
consolidating in a single coherent work the
summaries of the debates in the academies
to ensure, their preservation. This work,
compiled in haste in the latter part of the
fourth. century C.E. became known as the
Palestinian Talmud.* _

While the academies in Palestine were on
the decling, the Bab¥lon|_an Amoraim were
reaching the Eeak of their abilities, Abaye
and Raba took the level of debate into in-
tricate and subtle argumentation that lat-
er became the model of Talmudic analysis.
Next, Ashi, the head of the academy at Sura
(371427 C.E.), began compiling and edit-
Ing_the summations of debates.” According
to"Steinsaltz, he did so “fearing that, disor
ganized as it was, the vast bulk of oral mate-
rial was in danger of sinking into oblivion.”

*The P?Iesnm n Talmud is po ularlly known as
the Jerusalem_Ta ml.id. However, this term IS a mis-
Homer, since %erusa em was off gmts to the Jews
uring most of the Amoraic period.



THE TWO TALMUDS- HOW DO THEY COMPARE?

The Hebrew word "Talmud" means "study"
or "learning." The Amoraim of Palestine and
Babylonia had set out to study, or analyze, the
Mishnah. Both Talmuds (Palestinian and Babylo-
nian) do this, but how do they compare? Jacob
Neusner writes: "The first Talmud analyzes ev-
idence, the second investigates premises; the
first remains wholly within the limits of its case,
the second vastly transcends them."

The more intensive and thorough editing giv-

This great mass of material was more
than gné man or even one generation could
or anize, The perlod of the Amoralm ended
abyloma in the fifth centuré
the work of final editing of the aby oman
Talmud was continued mto the sixth cen-
tury CE. by a group called the Saboraim,
an Aramaic'ternt meaning “the expositors,”
or “holders of 0P|n|on hese final editors
gulled together the thousands of loose ends
nd the Centuries of rabbinic debate, Im-
parting a style and structure to the Babylo-
nian Talmud that set it apart from all pre-
vious Jewish writings.

What Did the Talmud Accomplish?

The rabbis of the Talmud set out to prove
that the Mlshnah was from the same squrce
as the Hebrew Scriptures, But why? Ja-
cob Neusner comments: “The stated issue
was the standing of the Mishnah. But the
heart of the mafter turns qut to have been
the autharity of the sage himself.” To re-
mforce this duthority, each line of the Mish-
nah, sometimes every word, was examined,
challenged, explained, and harmonized in a
fashion. Neusner observes that in this wa
the rabbis “shifted the orb|t oft eMts na
rom one pﬁth 0 a]not er, ou%/I creat]
ed as awor competemltself the Mishna

en to the Babylonian Talmud made it not only
much larger but also deeper and more penetrat-
ing in its mode of thought and analysis. When
the word "Talmud" is mentioned, it is usually
the Babylonian Talmud that is meant. This is the
Talmud that has been most studied and com-
mented on throughout the centuries. In the opin-
ion of Neusner, the Palestinian Talmud "is a
work of competence," and the Babylonian Tal-
mud "is a work of genius."

had now been dissected. Durmg this pro-
cess, It had been recreated, redefined:

This new work—the Talmud—served the
rabbis’ pur?ose They set the rules of anal
sis, and It therefore tau%ht people to thirk
like rabbis. The rabb|s elieved that their
method o fstudy ana analysis ref ected the
mind of God. amudlc study |tsef ecame
the obj ect a form of worstip—the use of
the m|n sg osedly in |m|tat|on of God,
For Penerah s to come, the Talmud itself
would be analyzed by this same method. The
result? Historian Cecil Roth writes: “The
Talmud . ave [Jews| the characterls
tic imprint which distin U|shed them from
others, as well as their rémarkable power of
resistance and cohesjon. Its dialectic sharp-
ened their wits, and conferred u‘oon them

mental acyteness,. Tfl ud gave
the persecuted Jew of the Middle Ages’an-
other world intg which he could escdpe .
It gave him a fﬁtherland which he' could
cartf about with him when his own land
was Tost.”

By teaching others the thinking of the
rabbls the Talmud certainly has had pow
But thelk%uestlon for “all—Jews ang

non Jew —is this osthe Imu
gr#ly ref?egt the mind of Go 1Cora|nth|-
52
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Fine Conduct Brings Praise

zogiorno commended Jehovah's Witnesses
for publishing the article "Matera— City of
Unique Cave Dwellings." This article appeared in
the July 8, 1997, issue of Awake! magazine, which
had an extensive circulation in many languages.
Awake! is currently being translated into 81 lan-
guages and has a circulation of over 19 million
copies worldwide. The newspaper commented that
Awake! set the summer's record "when it comes to
advertising campaigns to promote the historic and
artistic heritage of the city [of Matera]."
The newspaper praised the Witnesses in con-
nection with the "Faith in God's Word" District
Convention held in Matera in 1997. The article not-

THE Italian newspaper La Gazzetta del Mez-

ed that the Witnesses managed "to get 4,000
people to the [city's] XXI Settembre Stadium in the
middle of summer and under the scorching sun;
they have taken care of the cleanup, repainting,
and basic upgrading of this sports center (particu-
larly the toilet facilities) completely free of charge,
meeting the expense for the purchase of necessary
materials themselves."

Jehovah's Witnesses strive to be good neigh-
bors. (Matthew 22:37-39) They also follow the
Scriptural admonition: "Maintain your conduct fine
among the nations, that. . . they may as a result
of your fine works of which they are eyewitness-

es glorify God in the day for his inspection.”
— 1 Peter 2:12.



