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Who Is Behind It All?

ACKING his way through the Jungile

in Cambodia, Henri Mouhot, a 19th-

entury French explorer, reached a
broad moat surroundmg a temple. Half a
mile from where he stood, the five towers of
the temple soared more than 200 feet into
the air. 1t was Angkor Wat, the largest re-
ligious monument on earth. It had already
withstood the elements for seven centuries
when Mouhot discovered it.

Mouhot could tell at a glance that the
moss-covered structures were the work of
human hands. “Erected by some ancient
Michelangelo, it is grander than an%/-
thing left"to us by Greece or Rome,” he
wrote. Despite their having been abandoned
for centuries, he had no doubt that be-
hind the magnificent structures, there was

a designer. _ .

Interestingly, a book of wisdom writ-
ten centuries ago used similar reason-
ing to explain why the world around
us must be the product of a Design-

er. It must have been created. The apostle
Paul wrote: “Of course, everY house is con-
structed by someone, but he that construct-
ed all things is God.” (Hebrews 3:4) Some
may disagree with this analogy, saying: The
workings of nature are different from what
Is man-made.” However, not all scientists
agree with that objection. After conceding
that “biochemical systems aren’t inanimate
objects,” Michael Behe, associate professor
of biochemistry at Lehigh University, asks:
“Can living biochemical systems be’intelli-
gently designed?” He goes. on to show that
scientists are now deSI%nlng basic chang-
es in living organisms through such meth-
ods as %enetlc engineering.” Clearly, hoth
inanimate and_animate things can be de-
signed and engineered! Delving into the mi-
croscopic world of living cells, Behe discuss-
es the amazmgIY complex systems made
up of components that are dependent on
one another to function. His conclusion?
“The result of these cumulative efforts to

Angkor Wat was built
by men



mvestlgiate the cell—to mvestlglate life at
the molecular level—is a loud, Clear, piejc-
Ing cry of design!” o
Cosmologists and physicists have likewise
taken a hard look at tie world and the uni-
verse and have come up with some aston-
ishing facts. For example, they now know
that if there had been even an infinitesimal
change in the value of any of the univer-
sal constants, the universe would be life-
less.* Cosmologist Brandon Carter called
these facts astonishing coincidences. But if
%/ou came across a series of mysterious, in-
erconnected coincidences, would you not at
|least be suspicious that somehody was be-
hind them? . . .
Indeed, there is a Designer behind all
these complex systems and finely tuned “co-
incidences.” Who? “Identl_fyln%the design-
er by scientific methods might be extremely

*“Co stantsr’]’ are values that 90 not %ﬁ’ ear to
change throughout tge un|v?rse. WD exfa les are
mgsg eed of Nght and the relationship or gravity to
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When you receive a
gift, doyou not want to
know who sent it?

difficult,” admits Profes-
sor Behe, and he leaves the
uestion to “philosophy and
theology” to try to answer,
You personally may feel that
the ‘question” is irrelevant
to you, However, if you re-
ceived a nicely wrapped
package filled with exactly
what you needed, would you
not want to find out who
sent it to you?
We have, so to speak, re-
ceived such a package—a
Packa?e filled with wonder-
“Tul gifts that make it possi-
ble for us to live and enjor life. That pack-
age is the earth, with all its remarkable
systems for sustaining life. Should we not
want to find out who gave us these gifts?

Happily, the Sender of the package at-
tached a note with it. The “note” is that
ancient book of wisdom quoted previous-
ly—the Bible. In its openln% words, the

ible answers with remarkable simplicity
and clarity the question of who gave us the
ﬁackage: “In the beginning God created the

eavens and the earth."—Genesis 1.1,

In his “note” the Creator identifies him-
seH k\))/ name: “This is what the true God,
Jehovah, has said, the Creator of the heav-
ens ..., the One laying out the earth and its
produce, the One giving breath to the peo-
ple on it.” (Isaiah 42:5() Yes, Jehovah is the
name of the God who designed the universe
and made men and women on the earth. But
who is Jehovah? What kind of God is he?
And why should all the peoples of the earth
listen to him?



Who Is Jehovah?

EHOVAH told one of his
faithful worshipers:

“No man may see me

and yet live.” (Exodus
33:20) “God is a Spir-
it,” and humans can-
not see him with their
gh sical eyes. (John 4:

4) Just as Iookm% di-
rectly at the sun at mid-
day would be disas-
trous to our eyes, o
it would be devastat-
ing for us to see the
tremendous Source of .
energy that created not only our brilliant
sun but also the countless “other suns in
the universe. .

Hagplly, we do not need to see God to find
out about him. The Bible both identifies the
One who prepared that wonderful package,
the earth, for us and reveals his Personalg-
ty. So it is worthwhile to look into the Bi-
ble to find out about the Father who gave
us life and supplied a delightful home in
which to enjoy that life.

Significance of His Name

All names have meanings, even though
many may not be aware of them toda%. or
example, the common Engllsh name David
comes from a Hebrew word that means “Be-
loved.” The Creator’s name, Jehovah, also
has a meaning. What is it? In the original
Bible language Hebrew, the divine name is
written in four letters, YHWH, and occurs
nearly 7,000 times in the Hebrew part of
the Bible. The divine name is understood to

mean “He Causes to Become.” It

implies that Jehovah wise-

ly causes himself to be-

come whatever he needs

to be in order to accom-

plish his purposes. He

1s Creator, Judge, Sav-

lor, Sustainer of Life,

~and therefore he can ful-

fill his promises. What is

more, in Hebrew the

name Jehovah is in

a form that denotes

an action in the pro-

_ cess of heing accom-

plished. Yes, Jehovah s still causing him-

self to become the fulfiller of his purposes.
He is a living God!

Jehovah’s Predominant Qualities

The Bible describes the Creator as “a
God merciful and gracious, slow to an-
?er and abundant in loving-kindness and
ruth, preserving loving-kindness for thou-
sands, pardoning error and transgression
and sin.” (Exodus 34:6, 72 The expression
“loving-kindness” translates a very mean-
ingful Hebrew word. It denotes a Kindness
that lovingly attaches itself to an obllect un-
til its purgose for that object is realized, It
can also be translated “ oyal love.” Jeho-
vah’s kindness lovingly attaches itself to
his creatures and accomplishes his wonder-
ful purpose. Would you not cherish such
love from the One who has given life to you?
“Jehovah is slow to anger and quick to for-
give our errors. It is heartwarming to be
close to such a person. Yet, that does not
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mean that he condones wrongdom?. He de-
clared: “I, Jehovah, am loving justice, hat-
ing robbery along with unrighteousness.”
(Isaiah 61:8) As the God of justice, he will
not forever folerate brazen sinners who per-
sist in their wickedness. Thus, we can be
sure that in his due time, Jehovah will cor-
rect the injustices in the world. He will not
turn his back on the afflicted.

It i not easr to maintain a Ferfect bal-
ance between love and justice. If you are a
Rarent, do you find it hard to decide when,

ow, and t0 what extent to correct your
children when they mishehave? To balance
justice with loving compassion calls for
great wisdom. That quality Jehovah dis-
plays in abundance when heé deals with hu-
mans. (Romans 11:33-36) Indeed, the Cre-
ator’s wisdom can be seen everywhere, for
example in the wonders of creation that
surround us.—Psalm 104:24; Proverhs 3:19.

Having wisdom, however, is not enough.
To accomplish his will, the Creator must
also have power, and the Bible reveals that
he is very powerful: “Raise your eyes high
up.and sge. Who has created these things?
I is the One who is bringing forth the army
of them even by number, all of whom he
calls even by name. Due to the abundance
of dynamic energy, he also being vigorous
In power, not oné of them is misSing.” (Isa-
iah 40:26) With an “abundance of dynamic
energy,” Jehovah gets things done.”Would
not such a quality attract you to him?

~ God of All Nations

‘But isnt Jehovah the God of the “Old
Testament,” the God of ancient Israel?’ you
ma){ wonder. It is true that Jehovah re-
vealed himself to the Israelites. Still, by
virtue of having created the first human
couple, Jehovahis the God “to whom every
family... on earth owes its name,” (Ephe-
sians 3:15) If you believe that it is proper
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to respect your ancestors, would it not be
appropriate to do obeisance to the One who
gave life to the first man, our common an-
cestor, who is at the root of all the geneal-
ogies that exist on earth today?

The Creator of mankind is not narrow-
minded. True, at one time he had a sFemaI
relationship with the nation of Israel. But
even then, he opened his arms to all who
called on his name. A wise king of Israel
said in prayer to Jehovah: “To the foreign-
er, who is no part of your people Israel and
who actually comes from a distant land b
reason of your name ..., may you yourself
listen from the heavens, .. .and you must
do according to all that for which the for-
eigner calls to you; in order that all the
peoples of the earth ma g[et to know your
name.” (1 Kings 8:41-43) To this day, peo-
ple of all nations can come to know Jehovah
and have a meanln%ful relationship with
him. But how does that affect you?

Benefits of K.nowm?_Jeh_ovah

To return to the illustration in the pre-
ceding article, if you received a nice-
ly wrapped OPackage, you would naturally
want to find out what the ?Ift was for,
How should it be used and looked after?
Similarly, we want to know what God had
in mind when he prepared the earth for
us. The Bible says that he “did not create
it mmplg for nothing,” but he “formed it
even to be inhabited,” that is, by humans.
—Isaiah 45:18,

Most humans, though, have not cared for
the Creator’s gift. They are in the process
of ruining the earth, mich to Jehovah’s dis-
Pleasure. Yet, true to what his name stands
or, Jehovah is determined to fulfill his
original purpose for man and the earth.
(Psalm 115:16; Revelation 11:18) He will re-
pair the earth and give it as an inheritance



to those who are willing to live as his obe-
dient children.—Matthew 5:5.

The last book of the Bible describes how
thln%s will be when that happens: “Look!
The tent of God is with mankind, and he
will reside with them, and they will be his
Peoples. ... And he will wipe out every
ear from their eyes, and death will be no
maore, neither willmourning nor utcry nor
pain be anymore. The former thmgy\sI have
passed away.” (Revelation 21:3, 4) No one
will then shied tears of sorrow or mourn be-
cause of the loss of a loved one. No ane will
cry out for help in desperation or suffer the
gam of deadly diseases. Even “death is to be

ro_ught to nothing.” (1 Corinthians 15:26;
Isaiah 25:8: 33:24) This describes the kind
of life that Jehovah originally wanted us to
en{oy when he created our first ancestors.

ndeed, you can have a preview of such
paradisaic conditions now among the wor-
shipers of Jehovah. He tells them: “I, Jeho-

vah, am lyour God, the One teaching you
to benefit yourself, the One causing you
to tread in"the way in which you should
walk.” (Isaiah 48:17) Jehovah is'a kind Fa-
ther who teaches us, his children, the best
way to live. His guidelines for humans pro-
vide, not undue restriction, but loving pro-
tection. Following them will result in trye
freedom and hapﬁmess, just as it is writ-
ten: “Now Jehovah is the Spirit; and where
the spirit of Jehovah is, there is freedom.”
}_ZCormthlan.s 317 B followmg the guide-
ines set out in the Bible, those who accept
his rulership are now exwenencmg a peace
of mind that one day will permeate the en-
tire world of mankind.—Philippians 4:7.

What a benevolent Father Jehovah is!
Are you willing to learn more about the One
who'is behind all the wonders of creation?
For those who are, the benefits are priceless
even now. And in the future the blessings
will be eternal.
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TEHOVAH'S day is near

“Hear this, you older men, and give ear, allyou inhabitants

ofthe

LAS for the day; because the day of
1 Jehovah is near, and like a despoil-
ing from the Almighty One it will
come!” What a dramatic annotncement! It
was God’s message to his people delivered
by his prrophet Joel.
2 Those words of Joel 1:15 were re-
corded in Judah, likely about
the year 820 B.C.E. Ver-
dant”hills then adorned
the land. Fruit and grain
were abundant. Pastures
were broad and green.
Yet, something was very
wrong. Baal worship flour-
ished™in Jerusalem and in
the land of Judah. The peo-
Ble engaged in drunken orgies
efore” this false god. (Compare
2 Chronicles 21:4-6,"11.) Would Jehovah al
low all of this to continue?

3 The Bible book of Joel leaves no doubt 5

about the answer. Jehovah God would vindi-
cate his sovereignty and sanctify his holy
name. Jehovah’s (t;re,at day was near. God
would then execute judgnient upon all the
nations in “the low plain of Jehoshaphat.”
%Joel 3:12) Let them prepare for war with
he Almighty One, Jehovah. We too face the
?reat day of Jehovah. So let us take a closer
ook at Joel’s prophetic words for our day
and the past.

, 2. B f what situatjon in Judah did Je-
oA 14D Joel 1 Rt N powertul roph

ecy’
s)(/)u% w}hat did Jehovah warn, and for what

3
h e nations prepare?
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land "—J0EL 1:2

Invasion of Insects

4 Through his prophet, Jehovah says:

“Hear this, you older men, and give ear, all

you inhabitants of the land. Has this oc-

curred in your days, or even in the days

of your forefathers? Concerning it give an

account to your own sons, ang your

sons to'their sons, and their sons

to th foIIowm1g generation.”

(Joel 1:2, 3) The elders and

the peogl_e could ex-

ct something the like

of which had not hap-

pened in their lifetime or

in the days of their fore-

_fathers. S0 striking would

it be that it would be re-

. counted to the third genera-

tion! What was this remarkable

event? To find out, let us imagine that we
are back in Joel’s day. _

Listen! Joel hears a distant roar. The

sky darkens, and that eerie sound increases

as'the darkness extends overhead. Then a

smokelike cloud descends. It is an arm¥, of

millions of insects. And what devastation

the;/_cause! Now consider Joel 1:4. The in-

sect invaders are not limited to the winged

migratory locusts. Oh, no! Coming, too, are

hungry hordes of_creepmg,wm?Iess_Iocusts.

Brought on the wind, the locusts arrive sud-

e
0e
all
pe

31. II-I?ow great would be the event warned of by

0l ,
Sl (\Bescrie fhe piegue et 1) progne:



Theinsect plague was a harbinger of
something even worse

denly, and their sound is like that of chari-
ots. (Joel 2:5) Because of their voracious ap-
petite, millions of them can quickly turn'a
virtual paradise into a wilderness,

6Also on the move are caterpillars—the
larval staPe of moths and butterflies. Vast
armies of hungry caterpillars can shear
away the leaves of vegetation piece by piece
leafby leaf, until plants are nearly denuded
of théir greenery. And much of what they
leave, the locusts eat. And what the locusts
leave, fast-moving cockroaches are sure to
finish off. But notice this: At Joel chapter 2,
verse 11, God identifies the locust army as
“his military force.” Yes, he was the Source
of the locust plague that would devastate
the land and cause severe famine. When?
Just before “the day of Jehovah.”

“Wake Up, You Drunkards™

TA disreputable crowd, Judah’s religious
|leaders are singled out when the command
IS uttered: “Wake up, you drunkards, and
weep; and howl, all you wine drinkers, on ac-
count of sweet wing, for it has been cut off
from your mouths.” (Joel 1:5) Yes, the spir-
itual drunkards of Judah were told to “wake
up,”to sober up. But donot think that this is
merely ancient history. Right now, before the
great day of Jehovah, Christendom’s clergy
are figuratively so full of sweet wine that
they are barelxl,conscmus of this summons
from the Most High. How surprised they will
be when they aré aroused from their Spiri-
tual drunken stupor by the great and fear-
inspiring day of Jehovah!

tple condlt&on of JHdah’s reld-

T, (ag Wgat %

o Jea ers: 2 ow_are Christe orHsIea-
IS t0 e1y|n a state similar to that ot Juaah’s re-
Igious feaders?

Barren tree: FAO photo/G. Singh

. 8Look at that great locust army! “There
IS a nation that has come up into"my land,
mighty and without number. Its teéth are
the“teeth of a lion, and it has the jawhones
of a lion. It has set my vine as an object of
astonishment, and my f_|? tree asa stump. It
has positively stripped it bare and thrown it
away. The twigs of it have become white.
Wail, as a virgin girded with sackcloth does
over the ownér of her youth.”—Joel 1:6-8.
91s this just a prophecy about “a nation”
of locusts, a locust swarm, invading Judah?
No, there is more to it than that, At boﬁh
Joel 1:6 and Revelation 9:7, God’s people
are represented by locusts. The modern-day
locust arm¥ IS none other than the mili-
tary force ot Jehovah’s anointed locusts, now

. 9. (a) How does Jael describe the locysts and
g[he e@ct o¥vtg|e|r rP(Lague. Eb?eToday, whom %0
the locusts represent?
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joined by some 5,600,000 of Jesus’ “other
Sheep.” éphn 10:16% Are you not glad to be
part of this great t
shlﬁers?
At Joel 1:9-12, we read of the effects of
the locust plague. One swarm after another
bring about complete desolation of the land.
Lacking grain, wine, and oil, the unfaith-
ful priests cannot continue their functions,
Even the ground mourns, for the locusts de-
spoiled it of_?raln, and fruit trees were left
without fruifage. With the ?rapevmes ru-
ined, there is no more wine for those Baal-
istic wing bibbers who were also spiritual
drunkards.

“Beat Your Breasts, You Priests”
1Listen to God’s message for those way-
ward priests: “Gird yourselves, and heat

10. What is the effect of the | I
Jgdahba is the effect of the locust plague on

A S
£ te(%y the modern- ay locust plague?

rong of Jehovah's wor-
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Jehovah God is behind
themodern—day locust plague

Your breasts, you priests. Howl, you minis-
ers of the altar.” &oel 1:13) In thie first ful-
fillment of Joel’s lorophecy, Levitical priests
served at the altar. But what about in
the final fulfillment? Today, Christendom’s
cleagy have assumed authority to serve at
God’s altar, claiming to be his ministers,
his “priests.” However, what is happening
now that God’s modern-day locusts are on
the move? _ _

2When the “priests” of Christendom see
Jehovah’s ‘peo_pl_e In action and hear their
warning_of divine lnud_gment, they become
frantic."They beat their breasts in vexation
and rage af the devastating effect of the
KmEdom message. And they howl as their
flocks slip away Trom them. With their pas-
tures being denuded, let them sPen_d the
night in sackcloth, mourning over their loss
of ‘income. Before long, they will lose their
jobs too! In fact, God télls them to mourn all
night because their end is near.
~ BAccording to Joel 1:14, their only hope
lies in repenting and c&yln_g “to Jehovah for
aid.” Can we expect ChriStendom’s entire
cIereg class to turn to Jehovah? Of course
not! Tndividuals among them might respond
to Jehovah’s warning. But the spiritually
famished state of these rellqlous |leaders
and their parishioners as a class will con-
tinue. The prophet Amos foretold: “Look!
There are days coming,’ is the utterance of
the Sovereign Lord Jefiovah, ‘and I will send
a famine into the land, a famine, not for
bread, and a thirst, not for water, but for
hearing the words of Jehovah.” fAmos 8:11)
On the"other hand, how grateful we are for
the rich spiritual feast that God lovingly

%gly \t/glue%gvrzli tgsn\giv%rpnﬁ]sgg whole respond favor-



provides through “the faithful and discreet
slave”—Matthew 24:45-47. _
UThe locust plfgue was and is a harbin-
ger of something. Of what? Joel glalnly tells
us, saying: “Alas for the dak/; ecause the
day of Jefiovah is near, and like a des mlmq
from the Almlghty One it will come!” (Joé
1:15) The worldwide forays of God’s locust
army today clearly indicate that the great
and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah is near.
Surely, all rlghtheart_ed ones long_for_that
special day o reckon_ln% when_divine judg-
ment is executed against the wicked and Je-
hovah comes off victorious as Universal Sov-
ereign.
~ BAs Joel 1:16-20 shows, food was cut off
in ancient Judah. So was joyfulness. Store-
houses were laid desolate, and barns had to
be torn down. Lacking Pastura e because
the locusts had stripped the land of vegeta-
tion, cattle wandered about in confusior and
droves of sheep perished. What a calami-
Ey! Amid such conditions, what happened to
0el? According to verse 19, he said: “Toyou,
0 Jehovah, | shall call.” Today, too, many
heed the divine warnings and Cry out to Jg-
hovah God in faith.

“The Day of Jehovah Is Coming”

BListen fo_this command from God:
“Blow a horn in Zion, 0 men, and shout a
war cry in m hoIY mountain, Let all the
inhabifants of the land get agitated.” gJoeI
2:1) Why react in that wa\j? he prophecy
answers: “For the day. of Jehovah is com-
ing, for it is near! It"is a day of darkness
and gloominess, a day of clotds and thick

loom, like light of dawn spread out upon

€ mountains.” (Joel 2.1, 2\) There is a real
sense of urgency attached to the great day
of Jehovah.

£ BV o st con e of he g now

0, SRS (¥

. TImagine the impact of the prophet’s vi-
sion as the relentless locusts turned a veri-
table garden of Eden.into a desolate waste.
Listen'to the description of the locust army:
“Its appearance is like the appearance of
horses, and like steeds is the way they keep
running. As with the sound of thariots on
the tops of the mountains they keep skip-
P_mg about, as with the sound of a flaming
ire_that is devouring stubble. 1t is like a
mighty people, drawn UF in hattle order. Be-
cause of it, peoples will be in severe Pams.
As for all faces, they will certainly collect a
?Iowofexmtement. (Joel 2:4-6) During the
ocust plague in Joel’s da¥, the anguish of
the Baal worshipers mounted, and the flush
of anxiety could be seen on their faces.

BNothing stopped the orderly, tireless lo-
custs. They ran “like powerfl men” and
even scaled walls. If *some of them fell
among the missiles, the others did not break
off course.” (Joel 2.7 %} What a vivid pro-
phetic portrayal of God’s present-da army
of figurative locusts! Today, too, Jenhovah’s
locust army keeps.on going straight ahead.
No “wall” of opposition detérs them. They do
not compromisg their integrity to God but
are willing to face death, as did thousands
of Witnesses who ‘fell among the missiles’
forrefusing to heil Hitler during Germany’s
Nazl reglme. _

BGod’s modern-day locust army has giv-
en a thorough witriess_in “the” city™ of
Christendom.” (Joel 2:9) They have done so
throughout the world. They are still climb-
ing over all obstacles, entgring millions of
homes, approaching peaple on the street,
speaking to them over the phone, and con-
tactln? em in any way possible as they de-
clare Jehovah’s message. Indeed, they have
distributed billions of Bible publications and

17, How were the land and the people in Judah
ggfec%tgedl_??vl\ﬁt ﬂeasq %%Sg&?%%ye r'éf God’s people to-

ay heen Tike a locust plague
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will distribute many, many more in their
ceaseless ministry—both publicly and from
house to house.—Acts 20:20, 21,

DJoel 2:10 shows that a very large swarm
of locusts is like a cloud that can blot out the
sun, moon, and stars. (Compare Isaiah 60.8.)
Is there any doubt who is behind this mili-
tary force? Above the roar of the insects, we
hear these words of Joel 2:11: “Jehovah him-
self will certainly give forth his voice before
his military force, for his camp is very nu-
merous. For he who is carrying out his word
is mighty; for the day of Jehovah is (ireat
and verY fear-inspiring, and who can hold uR
under it?” Yes, Jehovanh God is sending fort]
his military force of locusts now—hefore his
great day.

~“Jehovah Is Not Slow”
ALike Joel, the apostle Peter spoke of
Jehovah’s great dar._He wrote: “Jehovah’s
day will come as a thief, in which the heav-

20. Whﬂ IS sup ort]ing the modern-day locusts,
and with what results

21, Wha},wnl result when ‘Jehovah’s day comes
as a thier”?

Can You Explain?

O Why did Jehovah warn of a plague
of insects on Judah?

O Inthe modern-day fulfillment of
Joel's prophecy, who are Jehovah's
locusts?

O How do the leaders of Christendom
react to the locust plague, and how
can some of them escape its conse-
quences?

0O How extensive has the locust plague
been during the 20th century, and
until when will it keep on?
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ens will pass away with a hissing noise, but
the elements being intensely hot will be dis-
solved, and earth and the works in it will be
discovered.” (2 Peter 3:10% Under the influ-
ence of Satan the Devil, the wicked govern-
mental “heavens” rule over the “earth,” that
is, mankind alienated from God. (Ephesians
6:12; 1 John 5:19) These s%/mbollc heavens
and earth will not'survive the heat of divine
anger during Jehovah's great day. Rather,
they will be replaced by “new heavens and a
new earth that we are awaiting according to
his promise, and in these righteousness is to
dwell."—2 Peter 3:13, o

2With all the present-day distractions
and tests of faith, we could lose sight of the
urgency of our times. But as the symbolic lo-
CUSts press ever onward, many people are re-
sponding to the Kingdom message. Though

od has allowed time for this, we must not
confuse his Patlence with slowness. “Jeho-
vah is not slow respecting his promise, as
some people consider slowness, but he is pa-
tient with you because he does not desire any
to be destroyed but desires all to attain t0
repentance.”—2 Peter 3:9.

BWhile we await the great day of Jeho-
vah, let us take to heart Peter’s'words re-
corded at 2 Peter 3:11, 12: “Since all these
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort
of persons ought you to be in holy acts of
conduct and deeds of godly devotion, await-
ing and keeping close In mind the presence
of the day of Jehovah, through which the
heavens bieing on fire will be dissolved and
the elements Deing intensely hot will melt!”
These acts and deeds certainly include that
we keep up with Jehovah’s locust army hy
havmg_a consistent and meaningful share in
Preac ing the good news of the Kingdom be-
ore the end comes.—Mark 13:10.

22, 2%. (2) How sQouId we react to Jehovah's
merciful owmgo Eat*e ce? ow should we
react to the neafness of the day of Jehovah?



2, God’s locust army will not stop its work not deli

until the great and fear-inspiring day of
Jehovah breaks out. The very existence of
this unstoppable locust force’is remarkable
proof that Jehovah’s day is near. Are you

F4, 25, (a) How. do you resp?nd to the privi-
ege gf% anﬂg in the_wog of Jehovah’s locus
?aisév’)' (b) What meaningful question does Joe

gihted to serve among God’s angint-
ed locusts and their comﬁamons in the final
onslaught before Jehovan’s great and fear-
inspiring day? _

How great the day of Jehovah will be!
No wonder the _(iuestlon Is raised: “Who can
hold up under it?” (Joel 2:11) This gu_estlon
and many others will be considered in the
next twoarticles.

Who will “get away safe”?

“Everyone who calls on the name ofJehovah will be saved. "—AcTs 2:21.

inworld histor}/_. Why? Because on that
day a new nation was horn. At first,

upon each one of them, and they all became
filled with hOIY spirit and starfed to speak

with different tongues, just as the spirit was

it was not a very big nation—a mere 12granting them to"make utterance.” In this
disciples of Jesus who had 8athered in away those 120 faithful men and women be-

PENTECOST 33 CE. was a pivotal day

upper room in Jerusalem. But today, when
most nations that existed hack then have
been forgotten, the nation born in that up-
per room is still with us. This fact is of ut-
most importance to us all, since this is the
nation appointed by God to be his witness
before mankind.

2 When that new nation began to exist,

important events took place that fulfilled
Joel’s prophetic words. We read of these
events at Acts 2:2-4: “Suddenly there oc-
curred from heaven a noise Au,st like that
of a rushing stiff breeze, and it filled the
whole house’In which they were sitting. And
tongues as if of fire became visible to them
and were distributed about, and one sat

L Why was Pentecost of 33 C.E. a pivotal day in
vzvorwlmstoarsve ecost of 33 CE. a pivotal day

. What mi,¥écu|0us events marked the birth of
the new nation?

came a spiritual nation, the first members of
what the apostle Paul fater called “the Isra-
el of God."—Galatians 6:16. .

3 Crowds gathered to investigate the
“rushing stiff breeze,” and the apostle Peter
explained to them that one of Joel’s proph-
ecies was being fulfilled. Which prophe-
cy? Well, listen” to what he said: “In the
|ast days,” God says, ‘I shall pour out some
of my Spirit upon every sort of flesh, and
your'sons and your daughters will prophesy
and your young men will see visions and
your-old men will dream dreams; and even
Upon my men slaves and upon my women
slaves ['will pour out some of my“spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy. And |
will give portents in'heaven above and signs
on earth below, blood and fire and smoke

gbstV\élga&%rlg/)phecy of Joel was fulfilled at Pente-
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mist: the sun will be turned into darkness
and the moon into blood before the great
and illustrious day of Jehovah arrives. And
everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah
will e saved.™ (fActs 2:17-21) The words Pe-
ter quoted are found at Joel 2:28-32, and
their fulfillment meant that time was run-
ning out for the Jewish nation. “The great
and illustrious day of Jehovah,” a time of
reckoning for unfaithful Israel, was near,
But who would be saved, or get away safe?
And what did this foreshadow?

Two Fulfillments of Prophecy

41n the years following 33 C.E., the spiri-
tual Israel’of God flourished, but the fleshly
nation of Israel did not. In 66 C.E., fleshly Is-
rael was at war with Rome, In 70 C.E., ISrael
almost ceased to exist, and Jerusalem alon
with its temple was burned to the ground.
At Pentecost 33 C.E., Peter gave fine counsel
in view of that approaching tragedy. APam
uoting Joel, he said: “Everyone who calls on
the name of Jehovah will bé saved.” Each in-
dividual Jew had to make a personal deci-
sion to call upon Jehovah’s name. This in-
cluded heedln[q Peter’s further instructions;
“Repent, and [et each one of you he baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for forﬁlveness
of your sins.” (Acts 2:38) Peter’s fisteners
had to accept Jesus as the Messiah, whom Is-
rael as a nation had rejected.

5Those prophetic words of Joel had a
?reat impact on meek ones in the first cen-
ury. However, they have an even great-
er ‘impact today because, as events in the
20th century show, there has been a sec-
ond fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. Let us
see how.

6After the death of the apostles, the Isra-

b e L e

eyond h I
0 \denntyl%f1 he Israehof God be-

15 day?
6. How did the
gin to%e made clear as approached?
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el of God came to be hidden by the weeds
of false Christianity. However, _durmg the
time of the end, which started in 1914, the
identity of this spiritual nation once aPam
became clear. All of this was in fulfill-
ment of Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the
weeds. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) As 1914
drew near, anointed Christians began to sep-
arate themselves from unfaithful Christen-
dom, boldly rejecting her false doctrines and
P_reachlnq the coming end of “the apgomted
imes of the nations,” (Luke 21:24) But the
first world war, which broke out in 1914,
raised issues for which they were unpre-
pared. Under intense pressure, mana/ slowed
down, and some compromised. By 1918 their
preaching activity had virtually'ceased.

7 Still, that did not last long. Starting
1919, Jehovah began to Four out his spirit on
his people in a way that called to mind Pen-
tecost 33 C.E. Of course, in 1919 there was
no speaking in tongues and no rushing stiff
breeze. We understand from Paul’s words re-
corded at 1 Corinthians 13:8 that the time
for miracles was long since past, Neverthe-
less, God’s spirit was clearly evident in 1919
when, at a convention in Cedar Point, Ohio,
US.A, faithful Christians were reinvigo-
rated and agaln began the work of i)reach-
ing the good news of the Kingdom. In 1922
they returned to Cedar Pointand were gal-
vanized b)(, the appeal “Advertise, adver-
tise, advertise, the King and his kingdom.”
As had happened in the first century, the
world was forced to take note of the ef-
fects of the outpouring of God’s spirit. Every
dedicated Christian—male and female, old
and young—began to_“prophesy,” that s,
to declare “the magnificent things of God.”
(Acts 2:11) Like Peter, they exhorted meek
ones: “Get saved from this crooked genera-

7. (a) What gt imilar .to Pentecost 33 C.E.
T R
Jehovan's servants?



A new nation was born at
Pentecost 33 C.E.

tion.” &Acts 2:40) How could responsive ones
do that? By heeding Joel’s words found at
Joel 2:32: "Everyone who calls on the name
of Jehovah will get away safe.”

8Since those early years, the affairs of the
Israel of God have moved ahead. The sealin
of the anointed ag ears to be well advanced,
and since the 1930 a %reat crowd of meek
ones with an earthly hope have aneared
on the scene. (Revelation 7:3, 9) All feel a
sense of urgencgy, for the second fulfillment
of Joel 2:28, 29 shows that we are close to
an even greater fear-inspiring day of Jeho-
vah, when a worldwide religious, political,
and commercial system of thm?s will be de-
stroyed. We have ever¥ reason to ‘call on the
name of Jehovah’ in Tull faith that he will
deliver ug!

w Do We
Call_on%oehovah’s. Name?

9What is involved in calllng on Jehovah’s
name? The context of Joel 2:28, 29 helﬁ)s us
to answer that question. For example, Jeho-
vah does not listen to everyone who calls on
him. Through another prophet, Isaiah, Jeho-
vah said to Israel: “When ¥ou spread_out
Your palms, | hide my eyes from you. Even
hough you make many prayers, I am not lis-
tening.” Why did Jehovah refuse to listen to
his own nation? He himself exglams: “With
bloodshed your verg hands have become
filled.” (Isaiah 1:15) Jehovah will not listen
to any who are bloodguilty or are practicing
sin. That is WhY Peter told the Jews at Pen-
tecost to repent. In the context of Joel 2:28,

8, How have things progressed for the Israel of
God since 19197 o _

9. What %re s?]me of the things involved in call-
Ing on Jehovan’s name?

29, we find that Joel too stresses repentance,
Forexample, at Joel 2:12,13, we read: * ‘And
now also,’ the utterance of Jehovah is, ‘come
back to me with all your hearts, and with
fasting and with weeping and with wail-
ing. And rip apart your hearts, and not your
%armentS' and come back to Jehovah your

od, for he is gracious and merciful, Slow
to anger and abundant in loving-kindness.”
Starting in 1919, anointed Christians acted
in harmony with these words. They repent-
ed over their failures and determined nev-
er again to compromise or slow down. This
opened the way tor God’s spirit to be poured
out. Every individual who wants to call on
Jehovah’s name and be heard must follow
the same course. _

0 Remember, true repentance is more
than merely saying, “I am sorry.” Israelites
used to rip théir outer Farments to Show
the intensity of their feelings. But Jehovah
says: “Rip apart your hearts, and not your
%arments.” rue fepentance comes froni the

eart, from the depths of our being. It in-
Cludes turning our backs on wrongdoing,
even as we read at Isaiah 55:7: “Let the
wicked man leave his way, and the harmful

10, (a) What is true repentance? (b) How does
JehO\(/;gh respond to trueprepentance(?)
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man his thoughts; and let him return to
Jehovah.” It involves hating sin, just as Je-
sus did. (Hebrews 1.9) Then, we trust Jeho-
vah to forgive us on'the basis of the ran-
som sacrifice because Jehovah is “gramous
and merciful, slow to anger and abundant
in loving-kindness.” He will accept our wor-
ship, our spiritual grain offering and drink
offering. He will listen whenwe call upon his
name.—Joel 2:14.

1 Inthe Sermon onthe Mount, Jesus gave

us something else to bear in mind, when
he said: “Kee%_on,_ then, seeking first the
kingdom and his righteousness.” (Matthew
6:33) Our worship is not to he viewed casu-
ally, ‘as something we do in a token way to
soothe our conscience. Serving God deserves
the first place in our life. Thus, through
Joel, Jehovah goes on to say: “Blow a horn
in Zion . . . Gather the people togiether.
Sanctify a congregation. Collect the old men
together. Gather children and those suck-
Ing the breasts together. Let the bridegroom
go forth from his interior room, and the

|11. What place should true worship have in our
ves?

bride from her nuptial chamber.” (Joel 2:
15, 16) 1t is natural for newlyweds to be
distracted, having eyes only for each other.
But even for them, “serving Jehovah must
come first. Nothing should™ come ahead of
our being gathered to our God, calling on
his name.

2 With this in mind, let us consider a sta-

tistic revealed by the 1997 Service Year Re-
port of Jehovah's Witnesses. Last year saw a
Peak 0f 5,599,931 Kingdom publishers—tru-
% a great crowd of praisers! Attendance at
the Memorial was 14,322,226—about eight
and a half million more than the number of
publishers, That figure shows a wonderful
potential for growth. Many of those eight
and a_half million were already studying
the Bible with Jehovah's Witnesses as in-
terested persons or as children of baptized
parents. A large number were attending a
meeting for the very first time. Their being
present gave Jehovah's Witnesses a fine op-
Portunlty to qet to know them better and
0 offer to help them make further prog-

12 th1t otentjial for growth is seen in the
Memorial report for last year?



ress. Then, there were those who attend
the Memorial each year and perhaps attend
a few other meetlngs, but they make no
further ‘orogress. Of course, such ones are
very welcome to attend meetings. But we
urge them to meditate c_arefuIIK on Joel’s
prophetic words and consider what further
steps they must take to be sure that Jeho-
vah will hear when they call on his name.

A Spiritual Paradise
¥ That is the way both the anointed and
the other sheelo view things, and as a re-
sult, Jehovah blesses them. *Jehovah will be
zealous for his land and will show compas-
sion upon hls&)eople.” (Joel 2:18) In 1919, Je-
hovah showed zeal and compassion for his
People.when_he restored them and brought
hem into his realm of spiritual activity.

B The apostle Paul stressed another as-This is truly a spiritual paradise, well de-
0

Pect of calling on God’s name. In his letter
0 the Romans, he quoted Joel’s prophetic
words: “Everyone who calls on the name of
Jehovah will"be saved.” Then he reasoned:
“How will they call on him in whom they
have not put faith? How, in turn, will they
ﬁut faith in_him of whom they have not

eard? How, in turn, will they héar without
someone to preach?” (Romans 10:13,14) Yes,
many others who up to now have not come
to know Jehovah need to call on his name.
Those who already know Jehovah have the
responsibility not’only to ﬁreach but also to
reach out and give them that help.

13. 1f we are already calling on Jehovah’s name,
w%at respon3|b|]r|ty 0 we Hgve toward otﬁers?

scribed by Joel in these words: “Do not he
fearful, 0" ground. Be joyful and rejoice; for
Jehovah will actually do a ?reat thing in
what He does. Do not be fearful, you beasts
of the open field, for the pasture grounds
of the wilderness will certainly %row green.
For the tree will actually give its fruitage.
The fig tree and the vine'must give their vi-
tal energy. And, you sons of Zion, be joyful
and rejoice in Jefiovah your God: for he will
be bound to give you the autumn rain in
right measure, and"he will bring down upon
you people a downpour, autumn rain and

14, 15. What paradisaic blessings do Jehovah’s
Eveac;})iﬁ aetnfﬁ)elaégg uisne1 ?t?\ey caflsor%s name in a

Earlier in this century, Jehovah
again poured his spirit on his people
in fulfilment of Joel 2:28, 29



People must be helped to call upon
Jehovah's name

spring rain, as at the first. And the thresh-
ing floors must be full of cleansed grain, and
the press vats must overflow with new wine
and oil."—Joel 2:21-24.

bWhat a_delightful picture! Abundant
provisions of thrée staples of life in Israel
—qgrain, olive oil, and wine—together with
plentiful flocks. In our day those prophetic
words are indeed fulfilled in a spiritual way.
Jehovah provides us all the sgl_rltual food we
need. Do we not all delight in such God-
given abundance? TruI)(, as Malachi foretold,
our God has ‘opened the floodgates of the
heavens and emptied out upon us a bless-
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ing until there is no more want.’
—Malachi 3:10.

a SyltheernEgF| 10t11tings

b It is after foretelling the par

adisaic condition of God’s peo-

ple that Joel prophesies about the

ourlng out of Jehovah’s spirit.

hen Peter quoted this prophecy

at Pentecost, he said that it was

fulfilled “in the last days.” (Acts 2

17) The outpouring of God’s spirit

back then meant that the last days

had begun for the Jewish system

ofthings. The outpouring of God’s

spirit on the Israel of God in the

20th c,entur\{ means that we are

living in the last days of the world-

wide system of things. In view of

this, what does the future hold?

Joel’s prophecY goes on to tell us:

“|will give portents in the heavens

X and on the earth, blood and fire

and columns of smoke. The sun it-

self will be turned into darkness,

~and the moon into blood, before

the coming of the great and fear-inspiring
day of Jehovah."—Joel 2:30, 31.

I' In66C.E. these prophetic words started
to come true in Judgea as events moved inexo-
rably toward the climax of the fear-inspirin
day of Jehovah in 70 C.E. How terrifying 4
that time to be among those not exalting the
name of Jehovah! Today, events just as terri-
fying [ie ahead, when this whole world sys-
tem of things will be destroyed at Jehovan’s
hand. Still, escape is possible. The prophecy

B SR AR
%J ay of Jehov

% h
irjing d h
Te?] cer¥alnty 0 tﬁe

17,718, ei% What fear-inspirjng
?ame upon Jerusalem? ?bf
f Jehovah moves us to

ture fear-inspiring da
0 what? piring cay



goes on to say: “It must occur that eve_r?/one
who calls on"the name of Jehovah will get
away safe; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusa-
lemthere will prove to_be the escaped ones,
just as Jehovah has said, and in among the
survivors, whom Jehovah is calling.” (Joel 2:
32) Jehovah’s Witnesses are truly %rateful to
know Jehovah’s namg, and they have com-
plete trust that he will save them when they
call on him,

B What, though, will happen when the

reat and illustrious day of Jehovah strikes
is world in all its fury? That will be dis-
cussed in the final study article.

Do You Remember?
O When did Jehovah first pour his
spirit out upon his people?

O What are some of the things
involved in calling upon Jehovah's
name?

O When did Jehovah's great and illus-
trious day come upon fleshly Israel?

How does Jehovah bless those who
call upon his name today?

O

JUDGMENT EXECUTED IN
TRE LOW PLAIN OF DECISION

“Let the nations.. , . come up.to the low plain ofJehoshaphat; for there I shall

sit in order tojudge all the nations.”—J

Q6/CROWDS, crowds are in the low
I Plam of the decision”! We read
hose stirring words at Joel 3:

14, Why are these crowds assembled? Joel
answers: “The day of Jehovah is near.”
It is the great day of Jehovah’s vindica-
tion—the “day for ‘executing judgment on
the multitudes who have rejected God’s es-
tablished Kingdom under Christ Jesus. At
long last, the “four angels” of Revelation
chapter 7 are to release their tight hold
on “the four winds of the earth,” result-
ing in “great tribulation such as has not
occurred-since the world’s beginning until

. Why dogs Joe| see crowds assembled in “the
Eow pla¥n ofethe Jec?sion”?

3:12.

now, no, nor will occur again.”—Revelation
1:1; Matthew 24:21. _ _

2 AtJoel 3:12, the location for this execu-
tion of judgment is called “the low plain of
Jehoshaphat:”ApProprlateI%, durmg atem-
pestuous period of Judah’s history, Jehovah
executed judgment there in behalf of good
King Jehoshaphat, whose name means “Je-
hovah Is Jud%e.” A consideration of what
happened at that time will help us better to
appreciate what is about to take place in our
time. The record is found in 2 Chronicles

ol e B et
lrleﬂ S apf#t)p? @j Hovy(ﬁ{il< Sehoshap at%roper-
y react when under attack?
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cha(Pter 20. In verse 1 of that chapter, we
read that “the sons of Moab and the sons of
Ammon and with them some of the Am-
monim came against Jehoshaphat in war.”
How did Jehoshaphat react? He did what
faithful servants of Jehovah always do in a
crisis. He turned to Jehovah for_?lmdance,
praying fervently: “0 our God, will you not
execute judgment upon them? For in us
there is no power before this large crowd
that is coming against us; and we ourselves
do not know what we ought to do, but our
eyes are toward you."—2 Chronicles 20:12.

Jehovah Answers a Prayer

~ 3While “all those of Judah were stand-
ing before Jehovah, even their little ones,
their wives and their sons,” Jehovah gave
his response. (2 Chronicles 20:13? Just as he
uses his “faithful and discreet slave” today
s0 the great Hearer of prayer empowerg
the Levite prophet Jahaziel to provide His
answer to those assembled. (Matthew 24;
45) We read: “Here is what Jehovah has said
to you, ‘Do not you be afraid or be terrified
because of this large crowd; for the battle
is not yours, but God’s___You will not need
to flght in this instance. Take your position,
stand still and see the salvation of Jehovah
in your behalf. ... Do not he afraid or be
terfified. Tomorrow go out against them,
and Jehovah will be with you.”"—2 Chron-
icles 20:15-17. _

4)ehovah required more of King Jehosh-
aphat and his people than that they mere-
ly sit idly by, awaiting a miraculous de-
liverance. They were to take the initiative
in coping with the enemy’s challenge. The

3. What insgructiops did Jehovah give to Judah
M‘t?gnﬁ;ey }ace tﬂe onsI]aught 0 neigﬂborqng
4 Inwhat way did Jehovah require thaf his peo-
Ele e ac iv? ynot 7pass?ve, whén they %acedpt%e
nemy’s challenge
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king and ‘all those of Judah, even their [it-
tle ones, their wives and their sons,” ex-
pressed strong faith as they obediently
rose early in the morning and marched
out to meet the invading hordes. On the
way, the kmq_ continued to provide theo-
cratic instruction and encouragement, urg-
ing them: “Put faith in Jehovah your God
that you may prove yourselves of long dura-
tion. Put faith in his prophets and so prove
successful.”_f.Chr.onlcles 20:20) Faith in
Jehovah! Faith in his prophets! Therein lay
the key to success. Likewise today, as we
continue active in Jehovah's service, m_aK
we never doubt that he will make our fait
victorious!

5Like the Judeans of Jehosha?hat’s day,
we must “give praise to Jehovah, for to time
indefinite is his loving-kindness.” How do
we render this Pralse? y our zealous King-
dom preaching! As those Judeans “started
off with the Jogful cry and 8ra|se,” SO we
add to our faith works. (2 Chronicles 20:
21, 22) Yes, let us exhibit similar sterling
faith as Jehovah prepares to move into ac-
tion against his enemies! Though the road
may appear to be Ipn%, let us be determined
to endure, active in faith, even as his vic-
torious people are doing in trouble spots
of the earth today. In some lands hit hard
by persecution, violence, famine, and dire
economic conditions, faithful servants of
God are experiencing remarkable results,
as the 1998 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Wit-
NESSES reports.

Jehovah Saves His People
6The ungodly nations surrounding Ju-
dah tried to engulf God’s people, but

5. How are Jehovah’s Witnesses today active as
they praise 5enovan? 4

t6(') dgw does strong faith help to keep us loyal



Judah was told: 'Do not be
afraid for the battle is not yours
but God's'

with exemplary faith Jehovah’s
servants responded by singing
his praises. We can express the
same faith today. By filling our
lives with works of praise to Je-
hovah, we strengthen our spiri-
tual armor, leaving no room for
Satan’s crafty devices to pen-
etrate. (Ephesians 6:11) Strong
faith will stifle the temptation
to hecome distracted by the de-
graded entertainment,” materi-
alism, and apathy that charac-
terize the dying world around
us. This invincible faith will
keep us servin I.oyaII}/ with
“the faithful and discreet slave”

as we are continually nourished

by the diet of spiritual food

provided “at the proper time.”
—Matthew 24:45. o

7 Qur Bible-based faith will

strengthen us to stand firm

against hate campaigns stirred

up. b{ those who manifest the

spirit of the “evil slave” of Matthew 24:48-
bl. Fulflllm? this prophecy in a remarkable
way, apostates are actively sowing lies and
propaganda in many lands today, even con-
niving with some in positions of author-
ity among the nations. Where appropri-
ate, Jehovah’s Witnesses have responded,
as described at PhI|IP_pIanS 1.7, by ‘defend-
ing and legally establishing the gdod news.’

7. How have Jehovah's Witnesses responded to
various attacks against them?

For example, on September 26, 1996, in a
case from Greece, the nine udﬁes of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights, at Stras-
bourg, unanimously reaffirmed that “Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses come within the definition
of known religion,”” entitled to enJIQy free-
dom of thought, conscience, and belief, and
the right to make known their faith. As
for apostates, God’s judgment states: “The
saying of the true proverb has happened
to'them: ‘The dog has returned to Its own
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vomit, and the sow that was bathed to roll-
|n% in the mire.”"—2 Peter 2:22.

Back in Jehoshaphat’s day, Jehovah ex-
ecuted judgment against those who wanted
to harm His peoplé. We read: “Jehovah set
men in ambush against the sons of Am-
mon, Moah and the mountainous region of
Seir who were coming into Judah, and they
went smiting one another. And the sons of
Ammon and” Moab proceeded to stand up
against the inhabitants of the mountaingus
region of Seir to devote them to destruction
and annihilate them; and as soon as they
finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they
helped each one to br|n2q2h|s own fellow to
ruin.” (2 Chronicles 20:22, 233 The Judeans
named that place the Low Plain of Bera-
cah, Beracah meaning “Blessing.” In mod-
ern times too, Jehovah’s execution of judg-
ment on his enemies will result in great
blessings for his own people.

9We may ask, Who in modern times are
to receive an adverse judgment from Jeho-
vah? To get the answer to'that question, we
have to return to Joel’s prophecy. Joel 3:3
speaks of enemies of his people who “would

8. In_Jehoshaphat’s day, how did Jehovah exe-
cFet,)enjuggﬁwseﬁtp azélalsnsta %heog\{]ermes eofo \I/-Ia|s Ség

E, 10, Who have shown themselves worthy of Je-
ovah’s adverse judgment?

In Our Next Issue

Can Riches Make You Happy?
Christian Faith Will Be Tested

You Can Make Spiritual Progress
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?lve the male child for a prostitute, and the
emale child they sold for wine.” Yes, they
view God’s servants as far beneath them,
their children worth no more than the hire
of a prostitute or the cost of a jug of wine.
They will have to answer for that.

DEqually worthy of judgment are those
who commit spiritual harlotry. (Revela-
tion 17:3-6) And especially reprehensible
are those who nudge the political powers
into persecuting Jehovah’s Witnesses and
obst_ructln?_ thelr activity, as some rabhle-
_rousm? religious leaders have been domg
in Eastern Europe in recent times. Jehova
expresses his determination to act against
such workers of iniquity.—Joel 3:4-8.

“Sanct|f¥ Warl”

1L Next, Jehovah calls on his people to
proclaim a challenge among the nations:
‘Sanctify war! Arouse the powerful men!
Let them draw near! Let them come up, all
the men of war!” (Joel 3:9) This is a decla-
ration of an unusual kind of warfare—righ-
teous warfare. Jehovah’s loyal Witnesses
rely on spiritual weapons as they respond
to lying propaganda, counteracting false-
hood with truth. (2 Corinthians 10:4; Ephe-
sians 6:17) Soon, God will sanct_lfK “the war
of the great day of God the Almighty.” (Rev-
elation” 16:14) "It will rid the earth of all
opposers of God’s sovereignty. His people
on earth will have no physical part there-
in. Literally and figurafively, they have
eaten swords into plowshares and ‘spears
into pruning shears.” (Isaiah 2:4) In con-
trast, Jehovah challenges the opposing na-
tions to do the reverse: “Beat your Rlow-
shares into swords and yourpru_nlngi shears
into lances.” (Joel 3:10) He invites them to
throw their entire arsenal of war machines

11, 4—Iow does Jehovah challenge his enemies to
war'



Jehovah challenges his enemies to 'beat their plowshares into swords'

and modern armaments into the battle. But
they cannot succeed, for the struggle and
the victory belong to Jehovan!

RIn the earlg 1990, the nations de-
clared that the Cold War was over. In view
of that, has the United Nations’ prjmar)é
oal of peace and security been achieved?

ardly! What do events“in Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of Conﬂo, Iraq, Libe-
ria, Rwanda, Somalia, and the former Yu-
%oslawatell us? In the words of Jeremiah 6:
14, they are saying: “ There is peace! There
is peace!” when there is no peace.”
~ DEven though outright war has ceased
in_some places, member nations of the UN
stil] compete with one another in manufac-
turing sophisticated weapons of war. Some

2, 13, Sa Despite Lhe en oftne Cold We\r, how
ﬁve nath ns snown that t eK are still war-
IKe? [&S or what are the nations not prepared?

continue to maintain stockﬂiles_ of nuclear
weapons. Others develop chemical or bac-
teriological weapons of mass destruction.
As those nations gather to the symbolic
location called Armageddon, he challenges
them: “As for the weak one, let him say:
1ama Fowerful_ man.” Lend your aid and
come, all you nations round about, and col-
lect yourselves together.” Joel then breaks
inwith his own appeal: “Tothat place, 0 Je-
hovah, brln% your powerful ones down.”
-Joel 3:10,11,

Jehovah Protects His Own
14 Who are Jehovah’s powerful ones?
Some 280 times in the Bible, the true God
is called “Jehovah of armies.” }_2 ngzs 3
14) These armies are the angelic hosts of
heaven that stand ready to do Jehovah’s

14, Who are Jehovah’s powerful ones?
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The Bible identifies a great
crowd of survivors of the great
tribulation

bidding. When the Syrians s_ouaht
to seize Elisha, Jehgvah finally
opened the eyes of Elisha’s atten-
dant so that hie could see why they
would not succeed: “Look! the
mountainous region was full
of horses and war chari-
ots of fire all around Eli-
sha.” %2 Kings 6:17) Jesus
said that he could have
appealed to his Father
for “more than twelve le-
ghlons of angels.” (Mat-

ew 26:53) Describing
Jesus’ riding forth to
execute judgment at
Armageddon, Revela-
tion states: “The ar-
mies that were in heav-
en were following him
on white horses, and they =
were clothed in white, clean, fine linen. And
out of his mouth there protrudes a sharp
Ion% sword, that he may strike the nations
with it, and he will shepherd them with a
rod of iron. He treads too the winepress
of the anger of the wrath of God the Al-
mquhty._” Revelation 19;14, 15) That sym-
bolic winepress is described invivid terms
as “thngreat winepress of the anger of
God."—Revelation 14:17-20.

low plain of Jehoshaphat; for there | shall
sit in order to judge all the nations round
about. Thrust In a sickle, for harvest has
grown ripe. Come, descend, for the wine-
bress has become full. The press vats actu-
ally overflow; for their badness has become
abundant. Crowds, crowds are in the low
plain of the_decision, for the day of Jeho-
vah is near in the low plain of thé decision.
Sun and moon themselves will certainly

5 How, then,_does Jehovah answer Joel’shecome dark, and the verK stars will ac-

petition to bring Go _
down? It is in theseagraphlc words; “Let
the nations be aroused and come up to the

15. . How does Joel describe Jehovah’s warfare
against the nations?

'S own powerful ones
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tually withdraw their brightness. And out
of Zion Jehovah himself will roar, and out
of Jerusalem he will give forth his voice.
And heaven and earth certainly will rock.”

—Joel 3:12-16.



BAs surely as the name_Jehoshaphat
means “Jehovah Is Judget”dust as surely
God, Jehovah, will fully"vindicate his sov-
ereignty when he executes judgment. The
prophecy describes those who receive an ad-
verse Hu_dgment as ‘trowds, crowds in the
low plain”of the decision.’ An,Y remaining
advocates of false religion will be among
those crowds. Included also will be those de-
scribed in the second Psalm—the nations,
national groups, kings of earth, and high
officials—who have preferred the corrupt
system of this world to ‘serving Jehovah
with fear,” These decline to “kiss the son.”
(Psalm 2:1, 2, 11, 12) They do not acknowl-
edge Jesus as Jehovah's associate King.
Further, the crowds marked for destruction
will include all the people whom that glo-
rous Kln% will judge to be “goats.” (Mat-
thew 25:33, 41) When it is Jehovah's due
time to roar out of the heavenly Jerusa-
em, his appointed K_mdg of kings will ride
forth to execute that judgment. Heaven and
earth certainly will rock! However, we are
assured: “Jehavah will be a refuge for his
people, and a fortress for the sons of Isra-
el."—Joel 3:16. S

T7Revelation 7:9-17 identifies those who
survive the great tribulation as “a %reat
crowd” made up of those who exercise Taith
in the ransoming power of Jesus’ blood.
These find protection on Jehovah’s day,
while the thronging crowds QfJoeI’sProp -
ecy meet up with adverse Judglmen_. Joel
says to the survivors: “You people will have
to'’know that | am Jehovah Yo_ur God, resid-
ing in Zion my holy mountain,” Jehovah’s
heavenly habitation.—Joel 3:17a.

BThe prophecy then informs us that the

16. Who will be included monr(i; those against
whom Jehovah executes judgmert? .

17, 18, \Q/ 0 are 1dentified as sur.vwors_?f the
grqjeoa;?tn ulation, and what conditions will they

domain of God’s heavenly Kingdom “must
become a holy place; and as re%ards strang-
ers, theY will no more pass through her.”
(Joel 3:17b) In heaven and in the earth]y
realm of that heavenly Kingdom, there will
be no strangers, for all will be united in
pure worship.

D Even todalx, an abundance of peace pre-
vails among Jehovah’s people here on
earth. Unitedly, they are proclaiming his
{udgments in over 230 lands and in more
han 300 different languages. Their pros-
perity is beautifully prophesied by Joel:

‘It must occur in that day that the'moun-
tains will drip with sweet wine, and the
very hills will flow with milk, and the very
streambeds of Judah will all flow with wa-
ter.” (Joel 3:18) Yes, Jehovah will contin-
Ue to pour out on his praisers on earth an
overflow of joyful blessings and prosPerlty
and an incréasing stream of precious truth.
Jehovah’s s_overelg;nty will have been fully
vindicated in the Tow plain of decision, and
%o_y will abound as he resides forever among

IS redeemed people.—Revelation 21.3, 4.

ool TR s of 6o

Do You Remember?

d

How did Jehovah rescue his people
in the days of Jehoshaphat?

O Whom does Jehovah judge worthy
of destruction in "the low plain of
the decision"?

O Who are God's powerful ones and
what part will they play in the final
conflict?

O What happinesses do faithful wor-
shipers enjoy?
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ASSIGNNENT AT o

AS Told by Gwendoline Matthews

Sé)anish,n% )

he haunts of English-sped
: . D

AS IT turned out, our years m,Sgam

EA since we arrived here in April 1992
JL JL have been some of the most reward-
ing in our lives. But hefore | explain why
we moved, let me tell you how our lifetime
in Jehovah’s service led us to make such a
big decision.

Bible Truth Changes Our Lives

| was brought up in"a religious home
in southwest™London, England. Mother
used to take my sister and me to different
places of worship as she kept searching for
SRIrItUEﬂ satisfaction. My father, who was
chronically sick with tuberculosis, did not
accomBany us. But he was an avid reader of
the Bible,"and he underlined it every time
he found a passage that enlightened him.
One of my most treasured possessions is
%haht_ well-worn Bible that meant so much
0 him.

In 1925, when | was 14, a tract was put
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WheQ Ilreached 80, my husband and J decideg
t0 pa% al our ess@és.lnto a rented van an
m&”er%”é&h‘g 13 e, e oL e

%to#n ts, Mast of our ﬁ'? 83
thoug tmemAr%rarﬁéXﬁ V\gglmce uﬁy rleﬁulr}ded myselft

al

€N e 1ET U,

under our door that invited us to a public
lecture in West Ham town hall. My moth-
er and a neighbor decided to attend the
talk, and my sister and | accompanied them.
That talk, “Millions Now Living Will Nev-
er Die,” sowed the seeds of Bible truth in
Mother’s heart.

A few months later, Father passed away
at the age of 38. His death was a terrible
blow, since it left us heartbroken as well as
destitute. At the memorial service, held at
the local Church of England, Mother was
shocked to hear the priest claim that Fa-
ther’s soul was in heaven. She knew from
the Bible that the dead are sleeping in the
grave and she firmly believed that some

ay Father would be’ resurrected to ever-
|lasting life onthe earth. (Psalm 37:9-11,29;
146:3,"4: Ecclesiastes 9:5; Acts 24:15: Reve-
lation 21:3.4) Convinced that she had to as-
sociate with people who taught God’s Word,
she resolved to cultivate hér acquaintance



with the International Bible Students, as
Jehovah’s Witnesses were then called.
_Since we had no money for transporta-
tion, every week we walked for two hours
from our"home to the meetings of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Afterward, we spent an-
other two hours trudging home. But we
valued those meetings immensely, and we
never missed one, even when the notorious
London fog enshrouded the city. Mother
soon decided to dedicate her life to Jehovah
and get baptized, and in 1927, | also got
baptized. -

espite our economic difficulties, Mother
always taught me the importance of spiri-
tual priorities. Matthew 6:33 was one of her
favorite texts, and she really did ‘seek first
the kingdom.” When she died prematurely
of cancer in 1935, she was making plans to
answer the call for full-time ministers who
could move to France to serve.

Examples That Strengthened Us

In those early years, some in attendance
at the meetings in London wanted to pro-
claim their own ideas, and these people
sparked ?uarrels and harsh outbursts, Yet,
Mother always said that it would be disloy-
al to abandon Jehovah’s organization after
all that we had learned from if. Visits by
Joseph F. Rutherford, then president of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, stim-
ulated us to continue servin Ioigally.

1 remember Brother |
kind, approachable man. When | was still a
teenager, the London Congregation had an
outing at which he was present. He spotted
me—a somewhat bashful teenager—with a
camera and asked if | would like to take a
photo of him. That photo became a cher-
Ished memento. =

Later on, an experience impressed on me
the contrast between those taking the lead
in the Christian congregation and promi-

utherford as a my

nent men of the world. | was serving as ﬁ_ar-
lormaid in a large London house 0 which
Franz von Papen, one of Hitler’s emissaries
had been invited for a luncheon. He refused
to take off his dress sword while eating, and
| tripped over it and spilled the soup™l was
carrying. He anquly remarked that in Ger-
many such carelessness would lead to my
being shot. For the rest of the meal, | gave
him a wide berth! _

A momentous convention, where | heard
Brother Rutherford speak, was held in Al-
exandra Palace in 1931 There we enthusi-
astically adopted our new name, Jehovah's
Witnesses. (Isaiah 43:10, 12) Two years lat-
er, in 1933, | entered the pioneer service,
as the full-time ministry is called. Anoth-
er bIessm? | remember from_those years
was that ot being able to associate with fine
young men wholater became missionaries
in far-flung parts of the earth. These in-
cluded Claude Goodman, Harold King, John
Cooke, and Edwin Skinner. Such faithful
examples made me want to serve in a for-
eign field.

Pioneering in East Anglia
My pioneer assignment was In East An-
lia” (eastern England), and preaching
ere required entfiusiasm and zeal. To cov-
er our large territory, we traveled on bicy-
cle from town to town and village to village
and stayed in rented rooms. There were
hardly any con?regatlons in the area, so
partner and 1 by ourselves discussed to-
géther all the part$ for the reqular weekly
meetln%s. In our ministry, we placed hun-
dreds of books and booklets that explained
God’s purposes.

One memorable visit was to a_parsonarg]e
where we spoke with the local vicar of the
Church of England. In most areas, we put
off our visit to the Anglican vicar until the
last because he often made difficulties for
us when he learned that we were preaching

The watchtower— may i, 1998 27



the good news in the area. But in this vil-
lage everyone spoke well of the vicar. He
visited the sick, he lent books to those who
enjoyed reading, and he even made home
Visits to his parishioners to explain the Bi-
ble to them. o

Sure enouPh, when we visited him, he
was extremely frlendh{, and he accePted a
number of books. He also assured us that if
anyone in the village wanted to have some
of our books but could not afford them, he
would cover the cost. We learned that his
dreadful experiences in World War | had
made him determined to promote peace and
goodwill in his parish. Before we left he
gave us his blessing and encouraged us to
continue our good work. His partln% words
to us were those of Numbers 6:24: “The
Lord bless thee, and keep thee."—
James Version. _

Mother died two years after | began pio-
neering, and | returned to London with no
moneY and no family. A dear Scottish Wit-
ness took me under her wing, helped me
cope with the death of Mother, and encour-
aged me to continue in the fuI|_—t|m_e minis-
try. So I returned to East Anglia with Julia
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Fairfax, a new pioneer partner. We fixed up
an old caravan (trailer) to serve as a semi-
mobile home; we used a tractor or atruck to
move it from one place to another. Togeth-
er with an older couple, Albert and Ethel
Abbott, who also had a small caravan, we
continued preaching. Albert and Ethel be-
came like parents to me. o

While pioneering in_Cambridgeshire, |
met John Matthews, a fine Christian broth-
er who had already proved his integrity to
Jehovah under difficult circumstances.” We
gotmarried in 1940, not long after the start
of the second world war.

Wartime and a Family

When we were a newly married couple,
our home was a tiny caravan about the size
of a small kitchen, and we got around in our
ministry on a trusty motorbike. A year af-
ter we were married, John was senténced to
work as a farm laborer when because of his
Bible-based convictions, he refused to do
military service. (Isaiah 2:4) Although this
meant an end to our pioneering, John’s sen-
tence proved to be providential since | was
expecting a haby and he would be able to
support s.



During the war years, we enjoyed the
special meetings that were held despite the
hardships. In 1941 our motorbike carried
John and me, pregnant with our first child,
to Manchester, 200 miles awar. On the way,
we passed many bombed-out towns, and we
wondered if the meeting could be held un-
der such circumstances. It was. The Free
Trade Hall in the center of Manchester was
packed with Witnesses from many parts
of England, and the whole program was
presented. _ _

At the conclusion of his talk, the con-
vention’s final speaker told the audience
that they should vacate the premises imme-
diately, as an air raid was expected. The
warning was a timely one. We were not far
from the hall when we heard sirens and
antlalrcraftfguns. Looking back, we spot-
ted dozens of planes dropping hombs onthe
city center. In the distance, amid fires and
smoke, we could see the hall in which we
had recently been sitting; it was complete-
ly destroyed! Thankfully, none of our Chris-
tian brothers or sisters were killed.

While we reared our children, we were
not able to pioneer, but we opened our
home to traveling overseers and to pioneers
who had no accommodations. At one time,
six pioneers stayed in our home for a few
months. No doubt the association with such
ones was one reason that our daughter Eu-
nice chose to begm loneering in 1961 when
she was just 15, Sad to say, our son, Da-
vid, did not continue serving Jehovah when
he grew up, and our other daughter, Lin-
tdha, died under tragic circumstances during

e war,

Our Decision to Move to Spain
Mother’s example and encouragement
had stirred in me the desire to be a mis-
sionary, and | never completely lost sight of
that goal. Thus, we were delighted when,

in 1973, Eunice left _England for Spain
where the need for Kingdom proclaimers
was greater. Of course, we were sad to see
her leave, but we were also proud that she
wanted to serve in a foreign land.

We visited Eunice over the years, and
we got to know Spain well. In Tact, John
and | visited her in four of her differ-
ent assignments. Then, as the years went
by, our strength began to fail. John had
a fall that seriously affected his health,
and | had heart and thyroid problems. Be-
sides, we both suffered from arthritis. Al-
though we really needed Eunice’s help, we
did not want her to leave her assignment
for our sake. _ _ _

We discussed our options with Eunice,
and we prayed for ?m ance. She was will-
ing to come home fo assist us, but we de-
cided that the best solution would be for
John and me to live with her in Spain. If |
could not be a missionary myself, at least |
could support my daughter and her two pio-
neer companions in the full-time service,
By then, John and | considered Nuria and
Ana, Eunice’s two pioneer partners of some
15 years, to be our own daughters. And th_eK
were happy to have us come to live wit
them wherever the% might be assigned.

Over six years have %one by since we
made that decision. Our health has not de-
teriorated further, and our lives have cer-
tainly become more interesting. | still can-
not speak much Spanish, but that does not
stop me from preaching. John and | feel at
home in our small congregation in Extre-
madura, southwest Spain.

Living in Spain has taught me a lot about
the intgrnational nature of our Kingdom
preaching work, and | now understand
much more clearly how, as Jesus Christ
31%|d3,8 “the field is” the world."—Matthew
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THEY DID JEHOVAR'S WILL

Job's Integrity Is Rewarded

of widows, orphans, and the afflicted. (Job
29:12-17; 31:16-21) Then, quite sudden-
ly, he fell into dire straits, losing his wealth, his
children, and his health. Sadly, this noble man
who had been a pillar of support to the op-
pressed received little help in his hour of need.
Even his own wife told him to "curse God and
die!" And his "friends" Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zo-
phar provided no comfort. Instead, they insinuat-
ed that Job had sinned and hence deserved his
pain.— Job 2:9; 4:7, 8; 8:5, 6; 11:13-15.
Despite much suffering, Job stayed faithful. Be-
cause of this, Jehovah eventually extended mer-
cy to Job and blessed him. The account of how
he did so provides assurance to all integrity-
keeping servants of God that in time they too will
be rewarded.

J OB was a compassionate man, a champion

Exoneration and Restoration

First, Jehovah reproved Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar. Addressing Eliphaz, evidently the eldest,
he said: "My anger has grown hot against you
and your two companions, for you men have not
spoken concerning me what is truthful as has my
servant Job. And now take for yourselves seven
bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job,
and you men must offer up a burnt sacrifice in
your own behalf; and Job my servant will him-
self pray for you." (Job 42:7, 8) Think of what
this implied!

Jehovah required a considerable sacrifice from
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, perhaps to impress
upon them the gravity of their sin. Indeed, either
wittingly or unwittingly, they had blasphemed
God by saying that he 'has no faith in his ser-
vants' and that it did not really matter to him
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whether Job was faithful or not. Eliphaz even
said that in God's eyes Job was of no more val-
ue than a moth! (Job 4:18, 19; 22:2, 3) No won-
der Jehovah said: "You men have not spoken
concerning me what is truthful"!

But that is not all. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar
also sinned against Job personally by telling him
that his problems were of his own making. Their
baseless accusations and utter lack of empathy
left Job embittered and depressed, causing him
to cry out: "How long will you men keep irritating
my soul and keep crushing me with words?" (Job
10:1; 19:2) Imagine the expressions of shame
on the faces of these three men as they now had
to present Job with an offering for their sins!

But Job was not to gloat over their humiliation.
Indeed, Jehovah required that he pray in behalf
of his accusers. Job did just as he was instruct-
ed, and for this he was blessed. First, Jehovah
cured his dreaded disease. Then, Job's brothers,
sisters, and former associates came to comfort
him, "and they proceeded each one to give him
a piece of money and each one a gold ring."*
Moreover, Job "came to have fourteen thousand
sheep and six thousand camels and a thousand
spans of cattle and a thousand she-asses."# And
Job's wife was evidently reconciled with him. In
time, Job was blessed with seven sons and three
daughters, and he lived to see four generations
of his offspring.— Job 42:10-17.

* Trevalue of "a piece of money" (Hebrew;, gesi tah') can+
nat be detenmined. Bt “a hundred pieces of nmoney" bought
a sizable tract of land in Jacob's day. (Joshua 24:32) There-
fore, "a piece of money" from each visitor wes likely nmore
then a token gift

n Likdy, the gender of the asses is mentioned because of
their value as breeders.



Lessons for Us

Job set an outstanding example for modern-
day servants of God. He was "blameless and up-
right/' a man that Jehovah was proud to call
"my servant." (Job 1:8; 42:7, 8) This does not
mean, however, that Job was perfect. At one
point during his trials, he wrongly assumed that
God was the cause of his calamity. He even crit-
icized God's way of dealing with man. (Job
27:2; 30:20, 21) And he declared his own righ-
teousness rather than God's. (Job 32:2) But Job
refused to turn his back on the Creator, and he
humbly accepted correction from God. "l talked,
but | was not understanding,” he admitted. "I
make a retraction, and | do repent in dust and
ashes."— Job 42:3, 6.

When under trial we too may think, speak, or
act in a way that is not fitting. (Compare Eccle-
siastes 7:7.) Nevertheless, if our love for God is
deep, we will not rebel against him or grow bit-
ter because he permits us to experience hard-
ships. Instead, we will maintain our integrity and

thus eventually reap a great blessing. The psalm-
ist said of Jehovah: "With someone loyal you will
act in loyalty."— Psalm 18:25.

Before Job was restored to a healthy state, Je-
hovah required that he pray in behalf of those
who transgressed against him. What a fine ex-
ample for us! Jehovah requires that we forgive
those who sin against us before our own sins can
be forgiven. (Matthew 6:12; Ephesians 4:32) If
we are not willing to forgive others when there
is sound basis for doing so, can we rightly ex-
pect Jehovah to be merciful to us?~ Matthew
18:21-35.

All of us face trials at one time or another.
(2 Timothy 3:12) Yet, like Job we can keep in-
tegrity. By doing so, we will reap a large reward.
James wrote: "Look! We pronounce happy those
who have endured. You have heard of the en-
durance of Job and have seen the outcome Je-
hovah gave, that Jehovah is very tender in affec-
tion and merciful."— James 5:11.
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on a journey of some 280 miles. He walked the entire dis-

DJAUKUA ULIMBA is 73 years old, and last year he went
N tance, and it took him 16 days.

This elderly gentleman made his long journey in order to
attend one of the annual conventions of Jehovah's W it-
nesses. After the convention, overjoyed and spiritually
strengthened, he walked home again— another 16
days. Was it worth the effort? Yes, indeed! Ndjau-
kua Ulimba has made this journey annually for
some years.

This African man was one of more than
15 million from over 230 lands who
attended the conventions of Jehovah's W it-
nesses last year. Most, of course, did not have
to walk for days to the convention location. The
majority arrived by car, bus, train, or airplane. Were
you one of them?

In 1998, conventions will again be held around the world,
mostly during summer months (or during the dry season). If
health permits, Ndjaukua Ulimba will likely make the same
long walk in order to attend. He and millions of others will
hear a practical, faith-strengthening, and invigorating pro-
gram. For all who attend, the convention will be a highlight
of the year. You too are warmly invited to attend. Jehovah's
Witnesses in your locality will be happy to tell you the
location of the convention nearest you.



