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Is Our Future

W ritte n

RISTIAN, Muslim, Jew, Hindu, or

believer of another religion—people

of all faiths experience trage and
grieve over such.

For example on December 6 1997, a
terriple tragedy occurred in th e Siberi-
an city of Irkutsk. A huge AN-124 trans-
Port aerIane had barel ||fted off when
wo of its engines failed. The plane, fully
fueled, plungéd into a residential complex.

in Advance?

Flames engulfed a number of apartment
houses, bringing death and injury to scores
of helpless occupants, including innocent
children.

Inthe area in Siberja where that accident
took place, there are I|ke|y people with dif-
ferm? religious views. Some might express
belie hnstlanltg yet they could stlll
thmkt att e trage; ¥Wasaresu It of fate.
They and others might feel, ‘It was God’s
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will, and if those who were killed did not
die In this way, they would have died in an-
other manner—it was their fate.”

Such thinking, whether vocalized or not,
reflects a concept that finds a place in many
religions around the globe—fate. Many
people believe that our future, from the day
of our birth to the day of our death, is some-
how written in advance.
~ Belief in fate takes various forms, mak-
mq an aI_I-encompassm? definition difficult.
Fate basically conveys the idea that every-
thmﬁ that happens, every act, e_verY event
—whether good or bad—Is inevitable; it is
destined to occur because it has been deter-
mined in advance by a higher force, beyond
the control of man. Such a concept can be
found in astrology, in Hinduism’s and Bud-
dhism’s karma, as well as in Christendom’s
doctrine of predestination. Back in ancient
Babylonia, men believed that the gods con-
trolled fate and the future by means of
a written document. Supposedly, any god
who controlled these “tablets of destiny”
could decide the fates of men, of kingdons,
and even of the gods themselves.

Many believers hold that by divine de-
cree before humans are born; God deter-
mines all that will hapﬁen to people, in-
cluding the Ien?th of their life, whether
they will be male or female, rich or poor,
miserable or happy. All of this is said to ex-
ist in God’s mind or to be written in a hook
before it comes to be. Thus it is not uncom-
mon for a believer to say when calamity
strikes, “mektoub, "—it is written! It is rea-
soned that since God knows everything be-
forehand, he must also determiné who will
obey him and who will disobey. Many ad-
herents thus believe that even before & per-
son is born, God has already determined
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whether he is destined for everlasting bliss
:jn Paradise or he will receive everlasting
oom.

- You may feel that this sounds very much
like the doctrine of predestination taught
In some churches of Christendom. The fore-
most Protestant proponent_of predestina-
tion was the 16th-century French Reform-
er John Calvin, He defined predestination
as “the eternal decree of God, by which
he determined what he wanted to do with
each man. Not all are created in the same
condition, but eternal life is foreordained
for some and eternal damnation for others.”
Calvin also asserted: “God not only foresaw
the fall of the first man, and in him the ruin
of his posterity: but also at his own plea-
sure arranged it.” .

Yet, not all members of religions that
teach predestination or fatalism believe it
personally. Some rlghtI%{ point out that the
rellglous writings mention man’s free will,
In fact, there has been ?reat controversy
over human actions, whether they are the
consequence of a free human choice or they
are predetermined by God. Some, for exani-
Ple, have argued that man must be free
0 choose and act, since God, who is just,
holds man responsible and accountable for
his acts. Others have said that God creates
the acts of man but that man somehow “ac-

uires” them and becomes responsible for
them. Generally speaking, however, many
hold that every event, large and small, in
our daily lives has been decreed by God.

What doyou believe? Has God already de-
termined what your future will be? Do hu-
mans truly have free will, the ab|||t¥ to
make real” choices about their future? To
what extent is our destiny contingent upan
our own actions? The folfowing article will
seek to give answers to these questions.



What Will Your Future Be?

GOD Almighty is omniscient, knowing
all that is past, present, and future, aré
not all things destined to occur exactly as

God has foreseen them? If God has fore-
seen and decreed the course and final desti-
ny of every human, can it truly be said that
we are_frée to choose our life’s course, our
future? _

These questions have been debated for
centuries. The controvers%,s,ull divides ma-
{or religions. Can Gog’s ability to foreknow
he fufure be reconciled with human free
will? Where should we look for answers?

Millions of people around the globe would
agree that God has communicated with
mankind bg means of his written Word
as delivered through his sRokesmen, the
Prophets. For exadmple, the Koran re-
ers to revelations as coming from God; the
Taurah (Torah, the Law, or five books of M?-
ses), the Zabur (the Psalmsz, and the Injll
(the Gospel, Christian Greek Scriptures, ‘or

“New Testament”), as well as what was re-
vealed to the prophets of Israel.

In the Christian Greek Scriptures, we
read: "All Scripture.is inspired of God and
beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for
setting things straight.” (2 Timothy 3:16{
Obviosly, any guidance or enllqhtenmen
that we recelve should ultimately come
from God himself. Would it not be wise then
to examine the writings of God’s earlier
Propf)hets? What do they reveal about our fu-
ure?

Future Written in Advance

Anyone who has read the H0|Y Scriptures
knows that they contain literally hundreds
of Prophec_les. uch historical events as the
fall ofancient Bab}/_lon, the rebuilding of Je-
rusalem (sixth to fifth century B.CE.), and
the rise and fall of the ancient kings of
Medo-Persia and Greece were all foretold in
detail. (Isaiah 13:17-19; 44:24-45:1: Daniel
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8:1-7,20-22) The fulfillment of such proPh-
ecies is one of the strongest proofs that the
Holy Scriptures are indeed God’s Word, for
God alone has the power both to foresee and
to determine what will happen .in the fu-
ture, In this sense the HQ|Y Scriptures in-
deed record the future written in advance.
God himself declares: “I am the Divine
One and there is no_other God, nor anyone
like me; the One telling from the b_eglnnlnq
the finale, and from Iong ago the things tha
have not been done; t
own counsel will stand, and everything that
is my delight I shall do’ ... [ have even
spoken it; 1 shall also bring it in. I have

God uses his power
of foreknowledge
in the outworking of

his purposes

formed it, | shall also do it.” (Isaiah 46:9-
11, 55;10, 11) The very name b}( which God
identified himself to his ancient prophets is
Jehovah, which ||tera||¥ means “He Causes
to Become.” (Genesis 12:7, 8 Exodus 3:13-
15; Psalm 83:18) God reveals himself as the
One who hecomes the Fulfiller of his word,
the One who always brings his purposes to
realization. _

Thus, God uses his power of foreknowl-
edge in'the outworking of his purposes. He

*The n hoyah. I han 7,000

n
OVEr oclety o New YO
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e One saying, ‘My

has often used it to warn the wicked of com-
ing judgment as well as to give his servants
hope for salvation, But does God use this
power in an unlimited way? IS there any ev-
dence in the Holy Scrl?tures of things that
God has chosen not to foreknow?

Does God | .
Foreknow Everythlng?

_All the argnuments in support of predes-
tination are hased on the supposition that
since God undeniably has the power to fore-
know and determine future events, he must
foreknow everything, including the future
actions of every individual. IS this supposi-
tion sound, however? What God reveals in
his Holy Scriptures indicates otherwise.

For example, the Scriptures say that
“God put Abraham to the test” by com-
mandln? him to sacrifice his son Isaac as a
burnt offering. When Abraham was about
to sacrifice Isaac, God stopped him and said:
NowI do know that you are God-fearing
in that you have not withheld your son,
our only one, from me.” ‘Genesw 22:1-12)
ould God have made that statement if he
knew in advance that Abraham would obey
this command? Would it have been an hori-
est test? _

Furthermore, the ancient prophets re-
port that God repeatedly spoke of himself
as ‘feeling regret’ over something he had
done or was thinking of doing. Forexample,
God said that he “regretted [from the He-
brew that he had made Saul king
over lsrael.” § Samuel 15:11 35; compare
Jeremiah 18:7-10: Jonah 3:10.) Because God
IS perfect, these verses cannot mean that
God made a mistake in selecting Saul to be
Israel’s first king. Rather, they must indi-
cate that God félt sorry that “Saul turned
out to be faithless and” disobedient. God’s



If Godknew in advance that Abraham
would be willing to sacrifice his son, would it
have been an honest test?

using such an expression in referrmg t0
himself would be nonsensical if he had fore-
known Saul’s actions,

The same term appears in the most an-
C|ent of the Scrlptures where, |n referrmﬂ
0 tr ets at¥ t?te haa ge%en |r$ tttt)\e/aeartehT

%?t %Fthurt at%s heart. S0 Jehova
sat oing to wipe men whom | have
created off e surface ofthe groung... be-

ause |.do regret that I have made them.

(enesis 6:6, 7) Here again, thls |nd|cates
that man’s actions are not predestined ty
God. God felt regret, grief, and even hur

not because his own actlons were mistak-
en, but because man’s wickedness hecame
rife. The Creator re retted that It had be-
come necessar to estroya mankind ex-
cept Noah and his family. God assures us: 1
take no delight in the death of the wicked.’
4—Ezek|el 33:11; compare Deuteronomy 32:

So did God foreknow and even decree
Adam’s fall into sin, as well as the calam-
itous consequences that this would bring
upon the human family? What we have
considered shows that this cannot be true,
What is more, if God did foreknow all of
this, he would have become the author of
sin when he made man, and God would
be deliberately responsible for all human

THEWATCHTOAMER- APRL 15, 1998 7



wickedness and suffering. Clearly, this can-
not be reconciled with “what God reveals
about himself in the Scriptures. He is a God
of love and gustlce who hates wickedness.
—Psalm 33:5: Proverbs 15:9: 1 John 4:8.

Man’s Two Destinies
The Holy Scriptures do not reveal that
our individual future is somehow deter-
mined in advance, or predestined, by God.
Instead, what they reveal is that God has
foretoIdJust two' possible destinies for
man. God gives to every man the free will

God "does not desire
any to be destroyed
but desires all to attain
to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:9

to choose which destiny will be his. The
prophet Moses Ion?_ ago declared to the Isra-
elites: JI have put Tife and death before you,
c.oan
gou may keep alive, you and your offsprm?,
y loving Jehovah yaur God, by listening to
his voice_and by stmkmg to”him; for"he
Is your life andthe length of your days.”
Déuteronomy 30:19, _202 God’s prophet”Je-
sus forewarned: “Go in through the narrow
([Jate; because broad and spacious is the road
eading off into_destruction, and many are
the ones going in through 1t; whereas'nar-
row i the gate and cramped the road lead-
ing off into life, and few are the ones find-
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.

youmust choose fife 1 order thawaich the blameless one and kee

ing it.” (Matthew 7:13, 14) Two roads, two
destinies. Our future is contingent upon our
own actions. To obey God means life, to dis-
obe6y him means death,.—Romans 6:23,
od “is telling mankind that they should
all everywhere fepent. Because he Nas set a
day in which he p_urr[])oses to judge the in-
habited earth in righteousness.” (Acts 17
30, 31) Just as thé majority of mankind
in Noah’s day chose to disobey God and
were annihilated, so today the ma+or|ty do
not obey God’s commandments. Yet, God
has not already determined who will be de-
stroyed and who will receive salvation. In
fact; God’s Word says that he “dogs not de-
swe_am( to be destroyed but desires all to
attain 10 repentance.” (2 Peter 3.9) Even
very wicked people can repent, become obe-
dient, and make the changles necessary to
ain God’s favor.—Isaiah 1:18-20; 556, 7;
zekiel 33:14-16; Romans 2:4-8. _
To those who are_ obedient, God promis-
es everlasting life in a Peaceful paradise,
an earth cleansed of all wickedness, vio-
lence, and war, a world where there will
be no more hunger, suffering, sickness, and
death. (Psalm 37:9-11: 46:9; Isaiah 2:4: 11:
6-9: 5:6-8; 35:5, 6: Revelation 21:4) Even
the dead will be resurrected and given the
opportunltg to serve God.—Dariel 12:2;
John 5:28, 29 "
e

U riqht one in sight,” says the psaPmlst,

or the future of that man will be peace-
ful. But the transgressors themselves will
certainly be annifiilated together; the fu-
ture of ‘wicked 3oeogle will"indeed be cut
off.” (Psalm 37:37, 38) What will your fu-
ture he? |t all depends qn %ou. The publish-
ers of this magazine will e h,appy to sup-

y you with firther information to enable
¥o%1 tr% ensure for yourself a happy, peaceful
uture.



Faith and your future

“Faith is the assured expectation of things hoped

A RE you interested in the future? Most
People are. What the ho‘pe for is a
JL JL future of peace, freedom from fear,
decent living conditjons, productive and en-
joyable work, good health and long life. No
doubt every generation in history Has want-
ed those things. And todag In"this world
that is so filled with trouble, such condi-
tions are more desirable than ever,
2As mankind moves toward the 21t cen-
tury, is there_any way to determine what
the future will be like? One way was ex-
pressed over 200 years ago by thie Ameri-
can statesman Padtrick Henry. He said: “I
know of no way ofd_udgmq the future but
by the past.” According;to this view, the fu-
tire of the human family can be known to
a considerable extent by what man did in
the past. Many agree with that idea.

What Was the Past Like?

3|f the future is %_omg to be a reflection
of the past, do you Tindthat encouraging?
Did the future get better for previous gen-
erations down through the ages? Not really.
Despite the hopes people have had for thod-
sands of years and despite material prog-
ress in some places, history has been filléd
with oppression, crime, violence, war, and
Pove_rty. This world has experienced one ca-
amity after another, mainly brought about
by unsatisfactory human rute. The Bible ac-

' ?
}:s Oevs\étm grs? g)lr?e%]vtv\gp ?}Eekjfﬂgu% 1:euxtgl)Jng'sed by
hat goe's the reCO{r(]ieoffupistgry indicate re-

garding prospects for Ure’

"—HEBREWS 1111

curately states: “Man has dominated man
to his mgurY._”—Ecclemastes 8.9,

.4The fact is that the bad history of man-
kind keeps repeatln% itself—bUt on_an
ever larger and more amagimg_scale. This
20th century is proof of that. Did mankind
learn from and avoid the mistakes of the
past? Well, at the beginning of this century,
many put faith in a better future because
there had been a relatively long period of
peace and because of advances in industry,
science, and education. In the early 1900
said a university professor, it was believed
that war was 1o Jonger possible because
“people were too civilized,” A former Brit-
ish prime minister said of the view people
had hack at that time; “Everything would
get better and better. This was the world |
Wwas born in.” But then he stated: “Sudden-
ly, unexpectedly, one morning in 1914 the
whole thing came to an end.

5Despite the faith in a better future pre-
vailing at that time, the new century had
hardly begun when the world was engulfed
in the worst man-made catastrophe ever
—World War I. As an example of its nature,
consider what took place in 1916 in one hat-
tle when British troops attacked German
lines near the Somme River in France. In
ust hours the British suffered a loss of 20,-

00, and many were killed on the German
side. Four years of slaughter took the lives
of nearly ten million Soldiers and many

b AR
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civilians. France’s_POBuIatlon
declined for a while because

of 5o many men lost. Econo-

mies were ruined, leading to

the Great Depression of the 1930%s. No
wonder that some have said that the day
World War | began was the day the world
went mad!

generation? No, far from it. Their hopes
were dashed to pieces; nor did all of that
lead to anything better. Only 21 years after
World War I, or'in 1939, a much worse man-
made catastrophe hegan—World War 1.
It took the lives of some 50 million men,
women, and children. Mass bombings pul-

6. Did life get better after World War I?
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6 Was this the future hoped for bé that

The Bible accurately states: "It does
not belong to man . .. direct
his step."— Jeremiah 10:23

verized cities, In World War 1, some thou-
sands of soldiers were_killed in one battle
Injust hours, whereas in World War 11, only
twg atom hombs killed over 100,000 people
In just seconds. What many consider even
worse. was the systematic murder of mil-
lions in Nazi conCentration camps.

7 Several sources state that if we include
wars between nations, civil conflicts, and
deaths, inflicted by E_overn_ment_s on their
own citizens, those Killed in this century
would total ahout 200 million. One source
even puts the figure at 360 million. Imagine

Bomb: U.S. National Archives photo; famished children: WHO/OXFAM; refugees: UN
PHOTO 186763/J. Isaac; Mussolini and Hitler: U.S. National Archives photo

1. What is the reality of this entire century?



the horror of it all—the pain, the tears, the
aanrsh and thebrurtnféjol(r)\(/)esl Inladdr‘n(%n
opthe average, abou eople, mos
children d?egeach day from pgverrty re ated
causes. 1hree trmes atnumberare illed
oyaboru?ns every day. Also, about one bil-
lon people are too pgor to obtain the food
needed to do a normal day’s work. All these
conditions are evidence of whaf was fore-
old In Bible Prophec that we live In “the
ast days” of this wicked system of thrnr1;

Timothy 3:1-5, 13; Matthew 24:3-12;
Luke 21 10,"1L; Revelation 6:3-8.

No Human Solutions

8As this 20th centur}/ nears |ts end, we
can add it experrence o that of past cen-
turies. And what does that hrstory tell?
It tells us that human leaders have never
solved the major Problems of the world, that
they are not' solving them now, and' that
they wr not solve tfiem. In the future, It is
srmgg/ beyond their ability to provide the

ure we want, no matter how weII

meaning the may be And somern aut or
|tg are not hat we meanrn seek

sition and Ipower for theiy wne otistl-
C%h and material ends, not for the good of
others.

9Does science have the answers? Nof if
We consrder the past. Government scien-
tists have expended huge amounts of mon
gytrme and effort developing terrr R/
estructive chemical, biolog |caI and ?t
er kinds of weapons, The natrons inclu
Ing those that can least afford 1t spend
OVEr 700 billion dollars on armamenrs every

gear Also, screntrfrc ro res %art
P%nsreortee |cstal Ve con-
uted to the pollution ot air, land, water,

and food.
Qﬁ,h r;annot human leaders solve the world’s
e a

|s th re reason to oubr)that science has
Wers o man’s prob Ems?

DCan we hope that the educational insti-
tutions of the world will help build a better
future by teaching high moral standards,
consideration for others and love of neigh-
bor? No. Instead, they focus on careers, on
making money. They engender a Very com-
Petrtrve sprrrt nota cooperatrve ong; nor do
he schools teach morals. Rather, many of
them condone sexual liberty, which has pro-
duced a huge increase In teenage pregnan
cies and sexually transmitted diseases.

1Will the great business enterprises of
the world suddenly be motivated to take
good care of our planet and to show love for
others by making products that will be of
genuine benefit and not j[USt for profit? That
is not likely. Will they stop producing tele-
vision programs filled with violence and im-
morality that contrrbute to corruptrng the
minds of people, especially the young
recent past is not at all encouraging b
cause, for the most part, TV has become 3
cesspool of immorality and violence.

DFurthermore, however sincere medi-
cal doctors are, they cannot conquer sick-
ness and death. For instance, at the end of
World War I, they were unable to contan
the Sganrsh inflyenza; worldwrde It took
some 20 million lives. Today, heart disease,
cancer, and other death-dealing ailments
are rampant. Neither has the megical world
conquered the modern plague of AIDS. On
the contrariv UN. report publicized in
November 1997 conclyded that the rate at
which the AIDS virus Is spreadrnﬁ IS double
previous estimates. Already, millions have
died from it. In g recent yedr, another three
million became infected.

& uyedoes even education not ensure a bet-
W 0es m Horg of business enterprises
i@ #}43 r%he%ruman condition as to sickness
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How Jehovah’s Witnesses
\%IGW t%e %Wure _

BHowever, Jehovah’s Witnesses believe
that mankind has a bright future, the very
best! But they do not ‘expect that better
future to conie by human efforts. Instead,
they look to the Creator, Jehovah God. He
knows what the future will be like, and it
will be a marvelous one! He also knows that
humans cannot bring about such a future.
Since God created them, he knows their
limitations far better than anyone else. In
his Word, he clearly tells us that he did not
create humans with the ability to govern
successfully without divine Q|U|_ ance. God’s
long permission of human rule independent
of im has demonstrated that inability be-
yond any doubt. One author acknowledged:
‘The mind of man has tried all possible
combinations of sovereignty, and in vain.”
WAt Jeremiah 10:23, e read the words
of the inspired prophet: “I well know, 0 Je-
hovah, that to earthlmgnman his way does
not belong. It does not nelong to man who
Is walking even to direct his step.” Also
Psalm 1463 states: “Do not put your trust
In nobles, nor in the son of earttiling man,
to whom no salvation belongs.” In fdct, be-
cause we are born imperféct, as Romans
5:12 shows, God's Word cautions. us not
to trust in ourselves either. Jeremiah 17:9
says. “The heart_is more treacherous than
anything else.” Thus, Proverhs 28:26 de-
clares: “He that is trusting in his own heart
IS stupid, th he that is walking in wisdom

IS the one that will escape,” |
Where can we find this wisdom? “The
fear of Jehovah Is the start of wisdom, and
the knowledge of the Most Holg/ QOne is what
understanding is.” (Proverbs 9:10) Only Je-

Bl R i A
? . Eere can we find the wisdom to quide us?
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hovah has the wisdom that can quide us
through these fearful times. And he has
gllven Us access to his wisdom through the

o_Ig Scriptures, which he ms[ilred or our
([]nm ance.—Proverbs 2:1-9: 3:1-6: 2 Timo-
y 3.16, 17.

The Future of Human Rule

BWhat, then, does God’s Word tell us
about the future? |t tells us that the fu-
ture will most certainly not reflect what hu-
mans have done in the past. So Patrick Hen-
r%/_’s viewpoint was wrong. The future of
this earth and the people™on it Is to be de-
termined, not by humans, but by Jehovah
God. His will is‘going to be done on earth,
not the will of any men or nations of this
world. “Many are the plans in the heart of
a man, but the counsel of Jehovah is what
will stand.”—Proverbs 19:21.

T'What is God’s will for our time? He has
purposed to bring an end to this violent,
iImmoral system_0f things. The centuries-
old bad reign of humans will soon be. re-
[}Iaced with a ulership of God’s making.

he Rrophecy found af Danigl 2:44 stateS:
“In the days’of those kings [that exist to-
day] the God of heaven will Set up a klnﬁ-
dom [in heaven] that will never be brought
to rum. And the kmgdom itself will not™e
passed on to any othgr ﬁeople._ It will crush
and put an end’to all t ese_kquo_ms, and
It itself will stand to times indetinite.” The
Kingdom will also remove the, evil influ-
encg of Satan the Devi|, something humans
could never do. His rulership of this world
will forever cease.—Romans 16:20: 2 Corin-
thians 4:4; 1 John 5:19, _

BNote that the heavenlr overnment will
crush_out of existence all forms of human
rule. The govermn% of this earth will not be
left to pedple. In Neaven, those who make

R R e



UP God’s Kingdom WI|| control all earth’s
falrs for the ‘good of mankind. (Revela-
tion 5:10: 20:4-6) On earth, faithtul hu-
mans WI Il cooperate, with the directives of
God’s Kln?dom This is_the rulership Je-
sus taught us to pray for when he said:
“Let your kingdom come. Let your will take
Place as In heaven, also upon éarth."—Mat-
hew 6:10.
]9Jehovah s Witnesses put their faith in
the Kingdom of God. It is the “new heav-
ens” that the apostle Peter wrote about
There are new_heavens and a new earth
that we are awaiting according o his prom-
ise, and n these righteousness is to dwell.”
F]Z Peter 3132 The™new earth” is the new
uman society that will be governed by the
new heavens, God’s Kingdom. This 15 the
arranlqement ‘God revealed in avision to the
apostle John, who wrate: “I saw a new heav-
en and a new earth: for the former heaven
and the former earth had passed away.
And [God] will wipe ouf every tear from
their eyes, and death will be no more, nei-
ther will mourning nor outcry nor pain be
anymore, The former things™ have passed
awi Z)y "—Revelation 21.1, 4.
Notice that the new earth will be a
g| hteous one. All unrighteous elements
| have been removeq yan act of Gog,
the battle of Armageddon; (Revelation 16:
The prophecy at Proverbs 2:21, 22
Puts it this way, “The upright are the ones
hat will reside in the earth, and the blame-
less are the ones that will be left over in
It As regards the wicked, they will be cut
off fromthe very earth.” And Psalm 379
g meISGS EV|Id ers themsglves WI|| be cut
byt th ose opm% In Jehovah are the
ones that will possess the earth.” Would
you not like to live In such a new world?

Eh r[S g)r\{éerqa%en ’)tﬂ) blewdﬁs% rulet%%

Put Faith in Jehovah’s Promises

Z.Can we put faith in Jehovah’s promis-
es? Listen t0 what he states throu?h his
prophet Isaiah: “Remember the first things
of 3 long time ago, that | am the Divine Qne
and there is no“other God, nor anyone [ike
me; the One tellmrq from the beginning the
finale, and from fong ago the things that
have not been done;"thé One saying, ‘M;{
OWn counse W|Ilstand and every Ing tha
|s my e|€ ht 1 sh a do ' The latter part

of verse says have even spoken Jt; |
shall also b rln? |t in, | have formed it
shall also do If.” (Isaiah 46:9-11) Yes,. we

can have faith in Jehovah and his promises

just as surely as |f those promises had al-

ready come true. The Bible expresses jt this
Faith is the assured expectation of
thlngs hoped for, the evident demanstra-
tion of realities though not beheld."—He-
brews 11:1.
2Humble people dlsalay such faith be-
cause, they_know that God will fulfill his
promises. For example, at Psalm 37:29, we
read: “The righteous themselves will pos-
SS9 the earth, and they will reside forever
upon it.” Can we believe this? Yes, because

% Ey%aavapet ST
ullev spromlses

Points for Review

O What has happened to the hopes of
people throughout history?

O Why should we not look to humans
for a better future?

O What is God's will regarding the fu-
ture?

0O Why are we confident that God will
fulfill his promises?
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Heprews 6:18 says: “It is impossible for God
to lie,” Does God own the earth, so that he
can give it to humble ones? Revelation 4:11
declares; “You created all t_hlngs, and be-
cause of your will theg existed and were
created.” Thus, Psalm 24:1 says: “To Jeho-
vah belong the earth and that which fills

it.” Jehovah created the earth, owns it, and
%IVES it to those who have faith in him. To
elp build our confidence in this, the next
article will show how Jehovah has kept his
promises to his people in times past as well
as In our day and why we can have absolute
confidence that he will do so in the future.

lehovah fulfills his
PROMISES TO FAITHFUL ONES

‘He

op and maintain a solid faith in him
and his promises. With such faith one
can completely trust Jehavah to do what he
has promised to do. H|s_|nsrr])|red Word de-
clares: “Jehqvah of armies has sworn, say-
Ing: “Surely just as | have figured, so it must
occur: and just as | have counseled, that Is
what will come true.”"—Isaiah 14:24.
2The statement, “Jenovah of armies has
swor,” shows that he gives his solemn oath
to fulfill his promises. That is why his Word
can say. “Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart.and do not lean upon your own under-
standing, In all your ways take notice of
him, and he himselt will ‘make your paths
_stralght.” (Proverbs 3.5, 61 When we trust
in Jehovah and allow ourselves to be guided
by his wisdom, our paths will without fajl
|éad to everlasting life, for God’s wisdom Is
“a tree of life to"those taking hold of it.”
—Proverbs 3:18; John 17:3,

}éh%vgﬁhypcr%r}n }/ggsyave complete confidence in
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JEHOVAH asks that his_servants devel-

isfaithful that promised.

True Faith in Ancient Times

3The record of Jehovah's acts toward
those with true faith testifies to his depend-
ability. For example, over 4,400 years ago,
God fold Noah that the world of his day was
to be destroyed by a global Flood. He in-
structed Nodh to build’a huqe ark for pre-
servmg human and animal life. What did
Noah o? Hebrews 1L:7 tells us: “By faith
Noah, after being given divine warnm? of
things not yet beheld, showed godly fear
and ‘constructed an ark for the saving of
his household.” Why did Noah have faith
In something that had never hapgened be-
fore, something “not yet beheld”? Because
he knew enough of God’s previous deal-
Ings with the uman family to apgremate
that whatever God says comés true. S0 Noah
was confident that thé Flood would also take
place.—Genesis 6:9-22. o

4Another example of true faith is Abra-
ham. Nearly 3,900 years ago, God told him

g iy S
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to sacrifice Isaac, his only son by his wife,
Sara. (Genesis 221-10) How did Abraha
resPond. Hebrews 11:17 states: “By faith
Abraham, when he was tested, as dood as
offered uR Isaac.” However, at the [ast mo-
ment, Jenovah’s ange,l stopped Abraham.
F]Genesm 22:11, 12) Still, Wh}q would Abra-
am even consider doing such a thing? Be-
cause, as Hebrews 11:19'says, “he_reckoned
that God was able to raise [Isaac] up even
from the dead.” But how could ‘Abraham
have faith in a resurrection when he had
never seen one and there was no previous
record of one?

5Remember, Sarah was 89 when God
promised them a son, Sarah’s womh was be-
yond childbearing—dead, so to speak. (Gen-
esis 18:9-14) God restored Sarah’s womb
to life, and she bore Isaac. (Genesis 21:1-3)
Abraham knew that since God restored Sa-
rah’s dead womb to life, then he could also
restore Isaac to life if need be. Romans 4:
20, 21 says of Abraham: “Becausg of the
promise of God he did not waver in a lack
of faith, but became powerfyl by his faith
ving God glory and being fully convinced
f adto\/\,/,hat he hadl promised he was also able

6More than 3,400 years ago when Joshua
was over a hundred years 0 aqe and after
a lifetime of experiencing how trustworthy
God 15, he gave this redson for his confi-
dence:. “You'well know with all your hearts
and with all your souls that not one word out
of all the good words that Jehovah your Gog
has spoken to you has failed. They have all
ome true for you, Not one word ofthem has
ailed."—Joshua 23:14.

TAbout 1900 years ago, many humble
people demonstrated trué faith. They real-

6. rgzIjow did Joshua express confidence in Jeho-
bl RN S Y

ized from the fulfillment of Bible prophecy
that Jesus was the Messiah and accepted
his teachings. Having a solid basis in the
facts and.in the Hebirew Scriptures, they
5)ut faith in what Jesus taught. Thus, when
esys said that God’s Judeent Wwas coming
against Judea and Jerysafem because of un-
faithfulness, they believed him. And when
he told them what course of action they had
to take to save their lives, they took it.

8Jesus told believers that when Jerusa-
lem was surroundgd by armies, they should
flee. Roman armies did come agdinst Je-
rusalem in the year 66 C.E. Buf then the
Romans left for”some unexplained reason.
That was the_signal for the Christians to
abandon the city, for Jesus had said: “When
you see Jerusalem surrounded by encamped
armies, then know that the désolating_ of
her has drawn near. Then let those In"Ju-
dea begin fleeing to the mountains, and let
those i the midst of her withdraw, and let
those in the countq prlaces not enter into
her.” (Luke 2120, 21) Those with true faith
abandoned Jerusalem and the surrounding
area and fled to safety.

Conseg_uences of a Lack of Faith

9What did those without true faith do?
They did not flee when they had the op-
porfunity. They thought that their leaders
could save them. Yet, those leaders and their
followers also had the evidence of the Mes-
siahship of Jesus. So why did they not ac-
cept what he, said? Because of their wicked
heart condition. This was exposed earlier
when they saw many of the common people
flock to Jesus after he resurrected Lazarus.
John 1147, 48 relates: “The chigf %HESIS
and the Pharisees gathered the Sanhedrin
[the Jewish high court] together and began

ek e
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to say: ‘What are we to do, because this man
[Jesus] performs many 3|ﬂns If we let him
alone this way, they will afl put faith in him,

and the Romans will come and take awa)é(
both our place and our nation.” Verse 5

says: “Therefore from that day on they took
counsel to kill him

0 What a Wonderful miracle Jesus had

Performed—brlngmg Lazarys back from
e dead! But the rellglous Ieaders want-
esus killed for d0| that. Th %lr gross
WIC ness was furth erex ose when™“the
chief priests . . . took counsel to kill Laza-
s also because on_account of him many
of the Jews were Homg there and puttln%
faith in Jesus.’ SJO 10,11) Lazarus ha
Just been raised from the dead, and those
wlests wanted to see him deaét again! The Z
ere not concerned about God’s will oy th
welfare of the people. They were selfish,
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concerr‘t‘ed about the|r posmons and advan-
tages. “Th ex loved th e% Oyo men more
than even t %or of God.” gohnl 43g
But they paid for their lack of faith. In th
year 70°C.E., Roman armies came back and
Uestroyed their place and their nation, as
well a$ many of them

Faith Demonstrated in Our Time

1 In this century, there have also_been
many men and women of true faith. For in-
stance, back in the early 19007, tf)eople In
eneral were anticipating a eaceful pros-
erous future. At that same time, those
who RUt faith in Jehovah were announc-
Ing that mankind was about to enter its
worst time of trouble yet, That is what was
foretold in God’s Word in Matthew chap-

gt%moE%t r%teﬂ?thls century, how was true faith



ter 24, 2 Timothy chapter 3, and elsewhere.
What those people, of faith said actually
did hap%en, beqlnnlng in 1914 with World
War | The world indeed entered the fore-
told “last days” with “critical times.hard to
deal with.” (2 Tlmothh/ 3:1) Why did Jeho-
vah’s servants know the truth about world
conditions back then when others did not?
Because, like Joshua, they had faith that not
one of Jehovah’s words would fail.

DToday, Jehovah’s servants, who put
their trust in him, number nearly six mil-
lion worldwide. They know from' the evi-
dence in fulfillment of God’s prophetic word
that he will soon bring this violent, immoral
system of things to aji end. So they are cop-
fident that the"time is near when'they will
see the_outworking of 1 John 2:17, which
says: “The world i$ passing away and so is
its desire, but he that does the will of God
remains forever.” His servants. completely
trust that Jehovah will fulfill this promise.

BHow far can you trust Jehovah? You
can stake your life’on him! Even if you lose
your life riow for serving him, he il give
you back a much grander life_in the Tes-
Urrection. Jesus assures us: “The hour i
coming_in which all those in the memorial
tombs_[that is, in God’s memorg] will hear
his voice and come out.” ,‘John :28, 29). Do
Y‘OU know any doctor, political leader, scien-

Ist, businessman, or any other human who
can do that? Thelr past record shows that
they cannot. Jehovah can, and he will!

AWonderful Future for Faithful Ones

Wesus, indicated the surety of a new
world under God’s heavenly Kingdom, say-
ing: “Happy are the mild-tempered ongs,

12 ToF what[ooromise of Jehovah do his ser-
nts, TuHy trust’
. How far can you trust Jehqvah? .
. What “wondertul future does God’s Word
promise Taithrul ones?

since the}/ will inherit the earth.” (Matthew
5:5) That reinforced God’s promise found
at Psalm 37:29: “The righteous themselves
will possess the earth, and they will reside
forever upon it.” And just before the death
of Jesus when an evildoer expressed faith in
him, Jesus said to that man: “You will be
with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) Yes, as
King of God’s Kingdom, Jesus will see to it
thaf'this man is resurrected to life on earth
with the opportunity to live forever in that
Paradise. Today, those who put their faith in
Jehovah’s Kingdom can also look forward to
living in Paradise when “[God&wnl wipe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will be
no more, neither will mourmn%_nor outcry
nor Ram be anymore.”—Revelation 21:4,
HLet us project our minds ahead to that
new world. Imagine that we are living in
it already. Immediately, we cannot he(IP but
observe everywhere the hap%y people dwell-
ing together'in total peace. They are_enjoy-
ing_conditions similar to those described at
Isaiah 14:7: “The whole earth has come to
rest, has become free of disturbance. Peo-
le have become cheerful with joyfu] cries.”
Nhy are they that way? For one thing, no-
tice that the doors to' the houses have no
|locks. There is no need for them, since there
IS no crime or violence. It is just as God’s
Word said it would be: “They will actually
sit, each one under his vine and under his
fig tree, and there will be no one making
them tremble."—Micah 4:4. _
BThere is no more war either, for in
this new world, war is utlawed. All weap-
ons have been turned into implements of
Beace. In the complete sense, Isaiah 2:4 has
een fulfilled: “TheK will have to beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears

\}v%rl &,9 Why will life be so peaceful in the new
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into pruping shears. Nation will n?t lift iﬁh 31, 2 65:21, 22; Ezekie| 34:27) And
up sword against nation, neither will they  there is no hunger because God has fulfilled
learn war ahymore.” But, then, that iswhdt  his promise that there. would be abundant
we expected! Why? Bec?use many inhabit-  food for all: “There WH| come to be Pl%n-
ar%ts f the new Worl eaﬂﬁe 8 do that ty of?r_am on the eartn; on the top of the
while serving God in the old world. mountains there will be an overflow.” f(Psalr,n
_ I7 " Something else you notjce is that there 72_:163 Indeed, under the mdanceg God’s
|?] n?< govertay. 0 one” lives In a squalid !ng om, agfonous paradise extends earth
shack Or Wears ra %or is homeless. Every-  widg, just a5 God purposed hack in Eden.
one has a comfortable home danl well-kept ~ —Genesis 2:8. _

property with lovely trees and flowers. (Is- B You also marvel at the vigorous ener-

7d dé/\{glantg(!lo\ﬂ]@g conditions will prevail under flﬁrea{{]e ﬁhﬁe%%\f\éwld’ what things will no longer
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ﬁy everyone has. This is because they now
ave perfect bodies and minds. There is no
more sickness, pain, or death. No one s in
wheelchair or g hoertaI bed. All of that is
gone forever, (Isaian 33:24: 35:5,.6) Why,
none of the animals are a threat either, for
they have been made peaceful by God’s pow-
erl—Isaiah 11:6-8; 65:25; Ezekiel 34:25.

BWhat a wonderful civilization is formed
by the faithful inhabitants of this new
world! Their energres and skills and_the
wealth of the earth are devoted to positive
pursurts not to hurtful ones; to coo%eratrng
wrth oth ers not to competing with them
And every) you meet IS someone you
can trust ecaus a5 God Rromrse all are
“nersons taught by Jehovan.” (Isarah 54.13)
Since everyone js"governed by God’s laws
the earth 15 “filled with the knowledge of
Jehovah as the waters are coverrng the very
sea.” (Isaiah 11 2 ruly, every r(ajyrnt s
new world Is what Psalm 37 11"said" it would
be, one of “exquisite delight.”

A Happ y[/ Future Guaranteed

AWhat must we doto be part of that hap-
py future? Isaiah 55:6 teIIs us: “Search for
Jehovah, you Reople while he may be found,
Call to him while he Proves to be near.” And
as Wwe search, our attitude should be as de-
scribed. at Psa m 143:10: Teach me to do
your will, P&OU are my God.” Those who
dothis canwa blame essly hefore Jehovah
throu?h these last days and can look for-
ward {o a fine future. “Watch the blameless
one and keeP the upright one in srrr;ht for
the future of that manwill be peaceful. But
the transtiressors themselves will certainly
be annihilated together: the future of wick-
e geoge will indeed be cut off "—Psalm

g y II (fay in the new world be one
mus 0 to enjoy a peaceful future?

ARight now Jehovah is callrng ouf from
every nation those who want to do his will
He IS formrng them_into the foundation of
his new earthly society, as Bible prophecy
foretold: “In the final part_of the days [the
time 1n which we now’ live] . .. many peo-
ples will certainly go and say: ‘Come,. you
?eople and let us ?o up to the mountain of
ehovah [his elevaied true worship]... He
will instruct us about his ways, and we will
walk in his paths.”—lsaiah 2:2, 3.

ZRevelation 7:9 descrrbes these as “a
?reat crowd . out of all nations and
ribes and peoples an tonques.” Verse 14
states: “These are the ones that come out of
the great tribulation,” surviving the pres-
ent System’s end. This foundation for the
new world is now nearly six million strong
with many new ones becoming part of it
each year.” All of these faithful"servants of
Jehovah are being trained for life in his
new world. They are learning the spiri-
tual and other skills needed to transform
this earth into a paradise. And they ful-
ly trust that Paradise will become a'reali-
ty because “he is faithful that promised.”
—Hebrews 10:23.

Be L vt o’

Points for Review

O What consequences did a lack of
faith bring in the first century?

O How far can God's servants trust
him?

O What future is in store for faithful
ones?

0O What must we do to ensure a happy
future for ourselves in God's new
world?
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I%h “gon Of ComAt’ort”

HEN was the last

time you re-

ceived “‘comfort
from a friend? Do you re-
mem er w en you fast pro-
vided it for someone else?
From time to time, all of us
need encouraqement and how
We apPrecrat? hose who Iovrn Iy
oerr rr]ortrng implies tak-

g time to listen, understand,

ﬁoéj help. Are you ready to do

One person who displayed such
willingness in an exemplary
manner was Barnabas who Was
a good man and
and of faith.” Acts 24

f hol S Ifl'[
COU

that be said ahout Barnabas What had he

done to merit this description?
A Generous Helper

His actual name was Joseph, but the apos-
tles gave him 4 descriptive surname that

Was Very much In keeping wrth
ter—Barna s m anrn
EActs? rr% ?
een for %

recentl
that Barna as

his charac-
Son of Comfort.™
s 0 con regation had
On SupposE
earlier been one of

Sus

drscrples (Luke 10:1,2) Whether that was so

ol d ‘son f a ert in
erIrne

erono %i%ﬁf no ”%rra ;ir]{s IC.
e
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(}% al%?rd

or not, this man had given

ood account of himself.
hortly after Pentecost
33 C.E., Barnabas, who was

a Levite from Cyprus, vol-
untarily sold somé Iand and

gave the money to the apos-
tles. Why did he do that?
The account in Acts tells

us that amonP the Chris-
tians In Jerusalem at that
time, “distribution would be
made fo each one, just as he
would have the need.” Barnabas
evrdently saw that there Was a need

he warmhearted| I-Y did somet Ing
about it. (Acts 4:34- 37% e may have een
aman of some means, but he did not hesitate
{0 offer both his material po ?sessrons and
himself for the advancement of Kingdom in-
terests.* “Wherever Barnabas found people
or Situations requiring encouraﬁement he
gave all the encouragement of which he was
capable,” observes scholar F. . Bruce. This is
obvious from the second episode in which he
pRbout 36 C.E., Saul of Tarsus (the future
apostle Paul), by now a Christian, was trying

i “‘“t'tgﬁt%
;;3/ ttau ?r%{f’r 'Polt i
a%mﬁﬁ S %ers

gavert?gtiﬂs property Mo e pot




to contact the Jerusalem congregation, “out
they were all afraid of him, bécaiise theY did
not helieve he was a disciple,” How could he
convince the congregation that his conver-
sion was genuine and not a mere stratagem
0 devastate it further? “Barnahas came to
his aid_and led him to the apostles.”—Acts
9:26, 27; Galatians 1:13,18,19.

Why Barnabas trusted Saul is not stated.
n any case, the “Son of Comfort” lived up to
his surname by I|ster_1|n? to Saul and helping
him out of a” seemingly hopeless predica-
ment. Though Saul thér returned to his na-
Ive Tarsus, a friendship had been formed
hetween the two men. In years to come,
that was to have important consequences.
—Acts 9:30.

In Antioch

About 45 CE., news reached Jerusalem
of unusual developments in Antioch of Syr-
la—numerous Greek-speaking residents”of
that city were becoming beligVers. The con-
gregation dispatched Barnabas to investi-
gaté and to organize the work there. They
could not have made a wiser choice, Luke
states: “When he arrived and saw_ the un-
deserved kindness of God, he rejoiced and
began to encourage them all to_continue in
thé Lord with heartfy purpose; for he was a
ood man and full of holy spirit and of faith,

nd a considerable crowd was added to the
Lord."—Acts 11.22-24. _

That was not all he did. According to
scholar Giuseppe Ricciotti, “Barnabas was a
practical man, and he immediately under-
stood the need to get down to wark in or-
der to ensure that such a promising flow-
ering he followed by an abundant harvest.
The primary need, therefore, was for har-
vest workers.” Coming from Cyprus, Bar-
nabas was _?robabl accustomed to havmﬂ
dealings with Genfiles. He mlﬂht have fe
particularly qualified to preach to pagans.

But he was ready to involve others in this ex-
citing and encouragm% activity.
Barnabas thought of Saul. Very probably,
Barnabag was aware of the prophetic revela-
tion to Ananias at the time of Saul’s con-
version, that the former persecutor was ‘a
chosen vessel, to bear Jesus’ name to the
nations.” (Acts 9:15) So Barnabas set off
for Tarsus—a one-way Jsourne of more than
120 miles—to seek oyt Saul, The two worked
together as partners for awhole year, and “it
was first in Antioch” in this period “that the
disciples were by divine growdence called
Christians.”—Acts 11:25, 26 _
During Claudius’ reign, severe famine
came upon various parts.of the Roman Em-
pire. According to Jewish historian Jose-
phus, in Jerusalem “many people died for
want of what was necessary to procure
food.” Thus, the disciples in Antioch “deter-
mined, each of them accor,dln%_as, anyone
could afford it, to send a relief ministration
to the brothers dwelling in Judea; and this
they did dlsgatchlng it"to the older men by
the’hand of Barnabas and Saul.” After fully
carrying out that commission, the two re-
turned with John Mark to Antioch, where
they were counted among the prophets and
tseoachers 05 3tfie congregation.—Acts 1129,

] ' 1

A Special Missionary Assmznment

Then an extraordinary’ event took place.
“As they were publlclﬁ/ ministering to Jeho-
vah and fasting, the holy spirit said: ‘Of all
Persons set Barnapas and Saul aPart for me
or the. work to which | have called them.”
Just think! Jenovah’s spjrit commanded that
the two be ﬁlven a special assignment. “Ac-
cordingly these men, sent ou bY the holy
spirit, went down to Seleucia, and from there
they sailed away to Cyprus.” Barnabas could
also rightly be called’an apostle, or one sent
forth.—Acts 13:2, 4 1414,
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After travelln%through Cegprus and con-
verting Sergius Paulus, the Roman provin-
cial governr of the island, they proceeded to
Perga, on the southern coast of Asia Minor,
whére John Mark withdrew and returned to
Jerusalem. (Acts 13:13) It seems that until
then Barnabas had a Ieadmg role, perhaps
as the more experjenced partner. From this
paint on, it is Saul (now referred to as Paul)
who takes the lead. (Compare Acts 137,13,
16; 15:2.) Was Barnabas hurt by this devel-
opment? No, he was a mature Christian who
humbly recognized that Jehovah was also us-
|n% his partrier in a powerful way. By means
of them, Jehovah wanted still other territo-
ries to hear the good news.

In fact, hefore the two were thrown out
of Antioch in Pisidia, the whole area heard
God’s word from Paul and Barnabas, and
a number accepted the message. (Acts 13

. 48-52) In lconium, “a great muyltitude
of hoth Jews and Greeks beCame believers.”
This moved Paul and Barnabas to spend con-
siderable time there, ‘speaking with bold-
ness by the authority of Jehoval, who grant-
ed slgr?s and portents to occur thiough
their "hands.” On hearing that a plot had
been hatched to stone thém, the two wisely
fled and continued their work in Lycaoni,
Lystra, and Derbe. Despite I|fe-threaten|ng
experiences in Lystra, both Barnabas an
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Paul kept on “strengthening the souls of
the disciples, encouraging them to remain
In the faith and saying: We must enter into
the kingdom of God t rough many tribula-
tions.”™—Acts 14:1-7,19-22.

These two dynamic preachers were not
oing to let themselves be intimidated. On

e contrary, they returned to build up the
new Christians in places where they had al-
ready encountered fierce opposition, likely
helping qualified men to take the lead in the
new congregations.

The Circumcision Issue

Some 16 years after Pentecost 33 CE,
Barnabas was Involved in a history-making
gglsode regarding the circumcision ISsue,

ertain men came down [to Antioch of
Syria] from Judea and began to teach the
brothers: ‘Unless you get circumcised ac-
cording to the custom ‘of Moses, you can-
not be’ saved.”” Barnabas and Paul knew
from experience that this was not so, and
they disputed the point. Rather than asser-
Ing'their authority, theg recognized that this
Was a question that had tq be settled for the
good of the whole association of hrothers.
S0 they referred the question to the govern-
m&l bady in Jerusalem, where their Teports
helped fo settle the issue. Thereafter, Paul
and Barnabas, described as “loved ones .. .
that have delivered up their souls for the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” were among
those assigned to communicate the decision
to the brothers in Antigch, When thg let-
ter from the governing body was read and
discourses were delivered, the congregation
rejoiced over the encouragement and was
“strengthened."—Acts 15:1, 2, 4, 25-32.

“A Sharp Burst of Anger”
After so_man}/ positive accounts about
him, we m|Pht eel we could never possi-
bly Tive up to Barnabas” example. Yet, the



“Son of Comfort” was |mperfect just as the
rest of us are. While ne and Paul were plan-
ning a second missionary journey to visit
the congre ations, a disagreement Ofcurr%d
Bamnan as determrned to take along his
cousin John Mark, but Paul did not thifk it
roper, srnce John Mark had departed from
hem ont e rrst mrssronar¥ Journey Th ere
occurred “a sharp burst of anger, sot at
they seEarated from each other; and arna-
bastoo Mark aong and saileq away to Cy-
dﬂs Whl|% Péru Selected Srlas and went
off” In another direction.—Acts 15:36-40.
How sad! Even so, the rncrdent tells. us
methrng eIse about Barna as personalrty
It stands to arnab §"Un Zrng gre dit that
he WasEre pared to take a risk and put trust
In Mar a second time,” says one scholar
Ast at writer sugﬁests it may well have
been that “the confidence Barnabas placed

Barnabas “was a ?ood man and full of
holy spirit and of faith"

In hrm helped to restore his own gonfrdenoe
and serve asaspur to renewed commit
ment,’ IAst In; sturned ut hat confidence
was fu jUStI led ort gy came when
even aul acknowfed ed Mar s usefulness
In Christian service, —2 Timothy 4:11; com-
pare Colossians 4:10.
Barnabas’ example can strmulate S to
take time to listen to under tand,
coura ethe downhearted rovr % rac
wh eneverwe see t enee rec-
rgwr rn%ness to serve s brothers
ll mr nefsan courage, afwelast e ex-
cellent result sthrs ro ced. IS an encour-
ﬁgement IP |tf< %tablessrn It s to
rt)eo e Barnabas in our congrega-
tions today!
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Wi

(0 to the People

EITHER rain nor snow.nor hail nor
wolves nor mountain lions nor hos-
tile_territory could damPen their
spirit of determination. Wi hamazmg
they 9alloped across 1900 miles, Cros

open prairie, faging rivers, and deep val e%

t ecg tr eurgent mall to the West Coast. Who

W

They were the daring young riders of the
g?n express.* What sparked such mtensny
spirit In these young men? Probably the
chalfenge, the adventure, and the satisfac-
tlon of gettm the mail throuph Interest-
gl each rider carried a Bible in his sad-
dlebag along with the prlorlt mail.
More than.a centur %ter a rgreater éf -
it of determination, éntnusias

tion is manifested by over 113, 000 devoted

Kingdom roclatmers across Canada, What

IS their motivation? L ve for God and neigh-

bor inspires them to deliver Kingdom truth

by printed page and by word of mouth. This

e Unit-

*The o express was a mail. service in
p gv ? émont period

edorﬁtaggo R b)i|ste or a brie
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life-giving truth is far more ur?entthan an
e
Elg f e very gook found n the sadd(iey
oft eP%n -gxpress riders, —Prove s

22: |salah 2:2-4: 61:2: Matthew 22:37
9,2 4:14,
0t|v

for Je ova g%o eo Ie
Je ovah Wltnesses love to h<
Hlea outt e Kingdom. YOUWI nd t em
om%; 50 in Cit g -rise aBartment tow-
ers, In remote tundra communities, in air-
Port erminals onth streets and othe[] up-
aces, and on t e telephone. W
such varied locations?
Shan in I|fe st les i |m 0sed by economic
n de o ap Ic ond|t|o 0se a formida-
ec aIe g%to fmdmg peo le at home. In
many case% Bth hushand and wife work to
care”for the basic materia necessmes of
the family oftnto eneglecto Emtu
nees Ami such resstres and Stress,
the ?Eperateténee a eartwarmlpg Mes-
Jenovah’s Witnesses glaaly re-

sage of hope



spond. Using discretion and kindness, they
create opportunities to bring good news {0
all sorts of people in an appea rng thought-
provoking manner.—1 Timoth

In Other Lanquages: When Jesus conm-
manded his followers o ‘g0 and make disci-
ples,” he allowed for initidtive and determi-
nation in taking the message of hope to
rlreople of all languages, (Matthew 28;

9) As with many [ands, Canada
has become a mosaic of dif-
ferent cultures and lan-
guages and many King-

om groclarmers have
adapted by learning new
languages.

or example, one ¢ou-
ple, -who are full-time
minjsters in Edmonton, Alberta, saw the
need in their city to reach people who spoke
Mandarin Chingse. First, however, the cou
ple needed to [earn.the Ianguage 50 th ey
contacted a unrversrtY studgnt who spoke
Mandarin. He agreed to teach them the Ian
gua e and at the same time learn Brble
ruths from them. What an ideal srtuatron
Within 24 months these two_devoted King-
dom proclaimers were gualrfred to teach in
Mandarin. At the same time, their teacher/
student qualified for Christian baptism.

Similar experiences are being enjoyed in
other cities as Krngdom proclaimers,” motj-
vatedb love, learfl such languages as Pol-
ish, Russian, and Vietnamese.

On the Road: Like the pon e rid-
ers ofthe |ast centur Who rode alone, some

rng om procl armers in t e Interior of Brit-
rs olumbia are lone riders. A fair amount

of their time Is spent in therr secular work

of manegveﬁrn Rowerful 0 gl Hucks
through bush country to sawnjlls.”This re-
quires constant contdct with other truckers
g B (citizens band) radio, communicating
out traffic flow and road hazards.

Creatjvely, these Kingdom proclarmers
use their CB radios in a’unique way. T
initiate discussions on the CB by crtrng cur
rentevents Then the?/ skrllfull refer othe

Bible. In one casea fe owtruc errespon ed
to what the Bible says about a hope for the
dead. ?John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15) The death
of a fellow driver in a highway accident

deeply disturbed him. He grateful-

ly accepted a Bible study

and now can be heard

proclarmrng the good

news to felfow workers

d rrends Further to

H%y a Bible stud ywas

sta d wrth the Widow

his deceased frieng.

What a reward for tak-

ing the initiative to ﬂresent the life- grvrng
message of truth in this unusual way!

By Air: When it comes to delivering the
precrous message oftruth zeanus Kingdom
procl armersg[ow here the people are, ‘enter-
Ing vil ages light aircraft. (Matthew 10:
11,12) Awhilg ago two plane groups moved
by zeal to declaré the good news and at their
own expense, flew to the scattered people of
the vast exPanse of the tundra erderness
Each aircraft group Ioglged some 2,000 miles
and touched down'in 14 different communi-
ties, coming within 150 milgs of the Arctic
Circle. These tireless proclaimers continued
for seven full days to reach the people iso-
|ated by great diStances.

And was it all worthwhile? Just think of
the Rosrtrve impact the Bible message had
on these communities. The visiting minis-
ters helped to fill a vital spiritual nged when
they outlined Jehovah’s purpose for a ﬁar-
adise earth in the near future. (Matthew
5:3) Long after the message bearers left, the
honesthearted people 1n”the communities
would be able to read from the 542 Bibles
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and Bible study aids and
3,000 magazines that were
placed m their hands.
—Compare Acts 12:24,

ByTelephone: Thou-
sands of city dwellers live
In apartment fowers that
have high-tech security.
Even so; dedicated King-
dom proclaimers. proceed
with zeal and discretion.
How are they able to go
where these “people aré?
While face-to-face con-
tact Is preferred, often
the apartment lobby in-
tercom 1S used with” suc-
cess, When this Is not
ossible, they let their fin-
ers do the ‘work, calling
e%ple on the telephong.

ne morning an older woman answered
her telephone.” After a brief, ﬁ0|lte greet-
ing, she was asked whether she felt there
wQuld be a time when people would be able
safely to walk the streets at mqht. Scrip-
tures were read to reassure herthat peace
would be abundant in the future, (Psalm 3.
10, 11; Daniel 2:44; Matthew 6,9, 10) She
agreed to a telephone conversation the fol-
lowing week at the same time to discuss
why we can believe, God’s promises. Af-
ter'a month of studying the Bible over the
telephone, reading paragraphs from a Bi-
ble study aid and askmg aFEP_roprlate Ues-
tions, the Kingdom proclaimer recelved
praise from the"woman for coming up with
so many different_sermons each week. It
was tinle to describe the study book ana
to offer her a personal copy. Arrangements
were then made for the two to meet'person-
ally. Indeed, Jehovah's Witnesses have dem-
onstrated their love for people, and peaple
are responding, recognizing that Jehovah is
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ith these Christian preachers.—Compare
Corinthians 14:25. _
. By Printed Pa?e: Kingdom proclaimers
inthie predominantly French-speaking prov-
ince of Quebec aré also gom? where the
people are. One traveling minister observed:
‘For years the brothers felt that they were
not making headway because of the fierce
opposition of the chiurch, But through the
tireless work of the brothers and their re-
Peated calls, the Bible, which was practical-
y an unknown book and read only by the mi-
nority, now has its place in most homes.”
EXciting results are enjoyed as new evan-
gellz_ers cgme from all levels of Quebec soc-
8ty, Including the medical community. Such
is"the cas?o one doctor. His wﬂ}e, a Kmey—

W
1

om proclaimer herself, would frequent

discuss the Bible's hope with him. An alert
congregaﬂon elder took the initiative to in-
vite“the doctor to the congregation meet-

Ing during the time when ﬁ brochure
ng 8an %Iood éave Your Life? was being



Successful Kingdom Proclaimers Use the Telephone

Some have said: "Hello. My name is [give
name]. | have been speaking briefly with peo-
ple in your building about how peace might be
achieved. Do you think there will ever be peace
worldwide? [Allow for response.] To put your
mind at ease, | am not doing a survey or selling
anything. Rather, | have been sharing the thought
from the Holy Scriptures that God will actually
bring peace." Then the conversation might pro-
ceed with a brief Scriptural discussion.

studied. He came and even participated. Im-
Pressed by the qualrt and sprrrtual depth of
he discussions, he accepted his own
sona| Bible study. Now too is a King om
proclaimer,

Effective use of ma azines has Iayed an
important role In att actrn peo etote
Bible. One never knows whic artrcewr be
the cata st to draw someqne to the truth,
One q om proclaimer offered an issue of
Awake! 10 a neighbor who did_not want to
listen to the messaﬁe but was interested in
the |nsect world, The photograph in, the No,
vember 22, 1992, Awake! arficle Chagas
Disease—A Kiss of Death” infrigued fie
Impressed by what she read, she“asked for
more magazines. A Bible study was started,
anrd withn six months she was witnessing to
0

In Publrc Places; Canadian aw allows for
freeness of speech In public places, such as
arrports At the Halrfax Internatronal Air-

ort, (f rocl armerf rscreetg aAo
Froach travelers hetween flignts, en Sg
hem I conversation. Timely leadin

tjons are used to direct the Conversation to
the Bible. Since they carry a pocket Bible
and literature, they tan respond to sp rrrtu
al needs. Surgeons, scientists, gvv ers f
ots, clergymen, policemen, taxi drivers, €n-

Others have said: "Good evening. My
name is [give name]. | am a volunteer in your
area. | have been getting the opinions of individ-
uals living in your building. Many are concerned
about personal safety in view of the escalating
violence and crime in our area. Is this something
that concerns you? [Allow for response.] Do you
think there will ever be a time when the whole
world will feel secure?" Allow for a reply, and
proceed with a Scriptural message.

gineers, teachers, military Personnel and
Polrtrcrans from foreign countries are among
hose, who, have heard the Kingdom mes-
sage in this way and have carriéd seeds of
truth to germrnate in faraway places.—Co-
lossians

Early one mornw at the airport, aman
accepted the Watchtower and Awake! mag-
azines. He then said in a calm, slow voice:
“Oh, no, not Jehovah’s Witnesses!” Why
such a reaction? The man was a devout Mus-
lim who had just been praying in the airport
chapel. He Rad been pledding with God to
show him wisdom, insight, and truth. The
thought that Jehovah's Witnesses were an
hnstant answer to his prayer simply amazed
im

Indeed, the coura?eous Krn?dom pro-
claimers in_Canada lef nothing stand in the
way of their presenting the precious mes-
sage of the Kingdom. They allow neither for-
eign languages, rugged dirt roads, remote
communjties, nor Righ-security city apart-
ment buildings to deter them. They aré de-
termined to deliver God’s messa?e of life
to honesthearted truth seekers. Along with
their worldwide brotherhood of fellow work-
ers, they unselfishly obey Jesus’ command to
j0'and'make disciples. —Matthew 28:19;
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. ] RMIES have consumed a large part

of human resources and destroyed

* much of man’s hapé)mess. Some peo-

ple have thus wondered, ‘Can mankind ever

achieve the kind of world security that al-

|lows for the dishanding of armies?” Now that

weapons of mass destruction have made the

extinction of all life possible, the question

becomes urgent. How realistic is it to hope
for aworld Without armies?

Numerous precedents prove that when
%ood internatiopal relations produce confi-

ence, It may lead to some disarmament,
General friendliness between Canada and
the United States, for example, has meant
that their 3,000 mile border has been un-
protected R}/ armies for over one and a half
centuries. Norway and Sweden have achieved
a similar accord, as have many other na-
tions. Could an agreement betvieen all na-
tions achieve a world without armies? With
the horrors of World War [, the idea gained
unprecedented popularity.

When peace was made in 1918, one of the
purposes of the Versailles peace treaty was
0 render possible the nitiation of a qener-
al limitation of the armaments of all na-
gons.”Durln the foIIowm%_¥_ears, acifis
ecame popular. Some. pacifists theorize
that war'is the wors thing that can befall a
nation and is therefore Wworse than suffer-
Ing defeat. OPponents of pacifism disagreed,
Pomtmg out that oyer the centuries, Jews in
arge areas put up little armed resistance to
attackers, yet cruel attempts to exterminate
them continued. Africans had little oppor-
tunity to resist those who brought them as
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National Archives photo

slaves to the Americas, and yet they were
cruelly mistreated for centuries.

With the outbreak of World War 1I, how-
ever, many pacifists concluded that coun-
tries need protection. So when the United
Nations was established after World War ||
the emphasis was less on disarmament and
more on international coogeratlon to pre-
vent aggression. The members hoped that
the seclrity thus provided would give na-
tions confidence to disarm. _

Another problem became increasingly
clear, Often the efforts of a nation to make
itself secure made its neighbor feel insecure,
This vicious circle led to"an arms race. But
more recently, improved relations between
the ma%Jor nations have strengthened the
hope_of disarmament. Since then, however,
the Gulf War and the troubles in former Yu-
?oslawa have dashed hopes of disarmament
or many. About five Kears ago, Time maga-
zine commented: “Though the cold war is
over, the world has become a more, rather
than less, dangerous place.”

Desire for a Global “Policeman™

Many observers conclude that mankind
needs 4 single world authority with an army
powerful enough to protect éveryone, Sincé
neither the United Nations organization nor
the world’s leading military powers are able
to do this, some feel that there is little hope
for the future. But if you accept the Bi-
ble as God’s Word, you maY have wondered
whether Almighty God will satisfy this ur-
gent need.



Would the One whom the Bible calls “the
God of love and of peace” use military might
to enforce justice? If so, which army? Many
of todays armies claim to have God’s back-
ing, but are they really carrying out the will
of God? Or does God fiave some"other way of
intervening and providing peace and securi-
ty?—2 Cofinthians 13:11 _

_ Almighty God dealt with the first rebel-
lion by expelling Adam and Eve from Eden
and posting cherubs to prevent their return.
He also announced his purpose tg crush all
rebellion aﬁ]amst his sovereignty. (Genesis 3;
15) Might that involve God’s using an arm(;_/?

he Bible tells of occasions when God did
use armies to carry out his hudqments. For
example, the kingdoms in the Tand of Ca-
naan practiced sex relations with beasts,
child sacrifice, and sadistic warfare. God de-
creed their complete destruction and used
Joshua’s army_fo carry out the sentence.
(Deuterono_mg 1 2()38|m|l_arly, King David’s
army carried out God’s jud(I;ment against
the Philistines as_an example of how God
will destroy all wickedness in his final day
of judgmerit, _ _

hose events were instructive. Jehovah
demonstrated that he can use an army to
give people security. Indeed, Jehovah has a
unique sort of army that will deal with the
tr]e_bellllon of universal proportions against
1S rule.

_“Jehovah of Armies”

The Bible uses the expression “Jehovah of
armies” ver 250 times. The expression ba-
sically refers to God’s poisltlon as command-
er of vast forces of angels. On one occasion
the prophet Micaiah fold Kings Ahab and
Jehoshaphat: “I certainly see “Jehovah sit-
ting upon his throne and-all the a,rm}/ of the
heavens standing by him, to his right and to
his left.” (1 ngs 2219

3 Armies;of angels
are referred to hére. Jehovah used these ar-

mies to protect his people. When the city of
Dothan was besieged, Elisha’s servant aban-
doned hope. Howaver, to_reassure.him, God
gave him'a miraculous vision of his army of
Spirit creatures. “Jenovah opened the atfen-
dant’s eyes, so that he saw; and, look! the
mountainous re?,lon was full of harses and
war chariots of Tire."—2 Kings 6:15-17.

Do such events mean that God supports
armies today? Some armies of Christendom
may claim 0 be God’s armies. Many have
asked clergymen to bless them. But the ar-
mies of Chiristendom often fight against one
another, against fellow beligvers. The two
world wars of this century began between
armies that claimed to be Christian. This
cannot be the work of God. Sl John 420
While_such military forces may claim tha
they fight for peace, did Jesus instruct his
followers to organize such armies in an at-
temlot to prevent disturbance of peace in the
worla?

A serious breach of peace occurred when
an armed mob laid hands on Jesus in a gar-
den where he had be_en_praymg with his dis-
ciples. One, of the disciples struck a man in
the mob with a sword. Jesus used the occa-
sion to_explain an important principle. He
said: “Return your sword to its place, for all
those who take the sword will perish by the
sword. Or do you think that | cannot appeal
to my Father'to supply me at this moment
more’ than twelve legions of an%els? Jesus
had a vast army at Ris command, but Peter
had not heen enlisted as a soldier in it, nor
has any other human. Rather, Peter and the
‘r‘?,s of Je%us’fo!,lowers had been called to be

ishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19: 26:47-53) A
few hours later, Jesus clarified the, situation
to Pilate. He said: “My kingdom is no part
of this world. If my Kingdom were part of
this world, my atgendants would have fouglht
that | should not be delivered urﬁ) to the Jews.
But, as it 1s, my kingdom 1s not from this
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squree,” iJohn 18: 362 Unlike the kingdom
of Davrd nat was es ablrshed on the earth,
the K mg dom that God has given Jesus 1S in
heaven and will bring peacé on earth.

God’s Armies Go Into Battle

The armies of God will soon take action.
In describing the clash that lies anead, Rev-
elatjon_calls"Jesus *The Word of God.” We
read: “The armies that were in heaven were
foIIowrn? him on white horses, and they
were clothed in white, clean, fing linen. And
out of his mouth there protrudes a sharp
long sword, that he may strike the nations
with it.” The Bible says that this engage-
ment will result In the’end of “the kings of
the earth and their armies.” As for others
who fail to demonstrate thelr loyal t% to God

tPro phecy adds: “The rest were |e otl‘
wrt the long sword of the one seated on the
horse.” Even Satan the Devil will be put out
of action. This truly will allow for a world
8f pe%cle wrthout armies.—Revelation 19:11-

Imaging a World Without War
Can you visualize a worId S0 secyre that
armies are not needed? A Bible psalm says;
Come, you people, behold the_ activities of
Jehovah, how he has set astonishing events
on the earth. He is making wars to Cease to
the extremity of the earth."—Psalm 46:8, 9.
What_ a relief this will be! Imagine the
Possrbrhtres for human socre& released at
ast from the crippling. burden o payrnﬂ
or r Ies and their eqUipment! Peogle Wi
e to qirect their'e ergres toward im-
provrngi living conditions for everyone, to-
ward ceanrnd up the earth and réplanting
There wil ev% gortunrtres to in-
vent things that erI e genunely useful to
mankind.
This promrse will have a worIdwrde fulfill-
ment: “No more will viol ence< be heard In
your lana, despoiling or breakdown within
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your boundaries.” (Isaiah 60:18) Never agarn
will millions of des erate refuqees stream
from war zones, forced to leave thelr homes
Rertv {0 live |n camps of misery. Nev-
er agar eople wall’ over loved ones
killed or maimed |n conflicts between na-
tions. Jehovahsheavenl Krng will, estab-
lish permanent world eace In his gays
t en heous one wr,l rout, and the abun-
ance o peace until t emoo IS nQ more
From oppressron and from vro ence he will
redeem their soul."—Psalm 72:7, 14.
More pIeasant still will be life among peq-
Ple Who nave earned not to hate but to Imi-
ate God f vs of | ov% God's Word foretells:
TheP/ doany arm 0r cause any ruin
in all my. oymountarn because the “earth
erI certarnI%be filled with the knowledge of
Jehovah as ewaters are covering the Very
sea.” What will it be like to live among peo-
Ble who know and_love Jehovah? The same
ook prophesies: “The work of the trug righ-
teousneﬁs must become eace and the Ser-

vice of t etrue rrghteous ess quretness and
secun trme ind e eop
must s pea ce mg e A

In resrdences of fu conr ence a |n un-
drsturbed resting-places.”—lIsaiah 11.9; 32:

Pe%ple whose faith s built on Bible knowl-
scern that God s armres are poised to
ceanset e earth of a] enemies of peace,
This knowledge qrves them confidence to act
B st O
| |
have Po beat their swords mtg Iowghares
an terf earsrntogrunrn? ears. N
sword against nation, Hert er
wr earnwar anymore. —Isara 2:0-4,
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you found the recent issues of The Watchtower of
practical value to you? Then why not test your memory
with the following questions?

O What is the difference between "the Lord's day"
and "the day of Jehovah"? (Revelation 1:10; Joel
2:11) "The Lord's day" includes the fulfilment of the 16
visions described in Revelation chapters 1to 22 and the
basic events that Jesus foretold in answer to his disci-
ples' question about the sign of his presence. As the high
point of the Lord's day, the fear-inspiring day of Jehovah
breaks forth when he executes judgment on Satan's cor-
rupt world. (Matthew 24:3-14; Luke 21:11)- 12/15,
page 11.

O What are some outstanding features of the Ma-
karios Bible? The name Jehovah occurs more than 3,500
times in the Makarios Bible. One scholar of Russian reli-
gious literature said: "[The] translation is faithful to the
Hebrew text, and the language of the translation is pure
and befits the subject."— 12/15, page 27.

O What is "the truth" that Jesus said would set us
free? (John 8:32) By "the truth," Jesus meant the divine-
ly inspired information— especially information regarding
God's will- that is preserved in the Bible.— 1/1, page 3.

O Who are the modern-day Jehu and Jehonadab?
Jehu pictures Jesus Christ, who is represented on earth by
"the Israel of God," anointed Christians. (Galatians 6:16;
Revelation 12:17) Just as Jehonadab came out to meet
Jehu, a "great crowd" from the nations have come out to
support Jesus' earthly representatives. (Revelation 7:9,
10; 2 Kings 10:15)- 1/1, page 13.

0O What is meant by 'walking with God'? (Genesis
5:24; 6:9) This means that those doing so, such as Enoch
and Noah, conducted themselves in a way that gave ev-
idence of strong faith in God. They did what Jehovah
commanded them and regulated their lives in harmony with
what they knew about him from his dealings with human-
kind.— 1/15, page 13.

O Why should a person plan ahead for the possibil-
ity of his death? In a sense, making such arrangements
is a gift to one's family. It shows love. It proves a desire
to 'provide for those who are members of one's house-
hold' even when one is no longer with them. (1 Timothy
5:8)- 1/15, page 22.

0O What did "the old covenant" accomplish? (2 Co-
rinthians 3:14) It provided foregleams of the new
covenant and, with its repeated sacrifices, demonstrated
man's desperate need of redemption from sin and death.

It was a "tutor leading to Christ." (Galatians 3:24)— 2/1,
page 14.

O In what ways is the new covenant everlasting?
(Hebrews 13:20) First, unlike the Law covenant, it will
never be replaced. Second, the results of its operation are
permanent. And third, earthly subjects of God's Kingdom
will continue to benefit from the new covenant arrange-
ment through the Millennium.— 2/1, page 22.

O What benefits result from being grateful? The
warmth that a person experiences because of being
grateful at heart contributes to his happiness and peace.
(Compare Proverbs 15:13, 15.) Being a positive quality,
gratitude protects one from such negative feelings as an-
ger, jealousy, and resentment.— 2/15, page 4.

O Into what covenants have spirit-begotten ones
been taken? The new covenant, which Jehovah makes
with members of spiritual Israel, and the covenant for the
Kingdom, which Jesus makes with his anointed footstep
followers. (Luke 22:20, 28-30)- 2/15, page 16.

O What three great festivals were the Israelites
commanded to attend? The Festival of Unfermented
Cakes, immediately following the Passover of Nisan 14;
the Festival of Weeks, on the 50th day from Nisan 16;
and the Festival of Ingathering, or Festival of Booths, in
the seventh month. (Deuteronomy 16:1-15)— 3/1, pag-
es 8, 9.

O Why is it a privilege to attend Christian gather-
ings? Jesus said: "Where there are two or three gathered
together in my name, there | am in their midst." (Matthew
18:20; 28:20) Also, an important way that spiritual feed-
ing takes place is through congregation meetings and
larger gatherings. (Matthew 24:45)— 3/1, page 14.

O What is the origin of the name Nimrod? Several
scholars share the opinion that the name Nimrod was not
a name given at birth. Rather, they consider it to be a
name given later to suit his rebellious character after it be-
came manifest.— 3/15, page 25.

O How important is the family to human society?
The family is a human necessity. History shows that as the
family arrangement erodes, the strength of communities
and nations weakens. So the family has a direct effect on
the stability of society and the well-being of children and
future generations.— 4/1, page 6.

O What are three lines of proof that the Bible is
God's Word? (1) It is scientifically accurate; (2) it con-
tains timeless principles that are practical for modern
living; (3) it contains specific prophecies that have been
fulfilled, as proved by historical facts.— 4/1, page 15.
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"From Infancy
You Have Known

ACCORDING to recent scientific studies, talking to
infants profoundly influences the development of
their brains, establishing their ability to think, rea-
son, and solve problems. This is particularly the case
during the first year of a baby's life. The Internation-
al Herald Tribune reports that some researchers
now believe that "the number of words an infant
hears each day is the single most important predic-
tor of later intelligence, school success and social
competence."

The spoken words, however, must come from a
person. A television or a radio, it seems, is no sub-
stitute.

Stated a neuroscientist at the University of Wash-
ington in Seattle, U.S.A.: "We now know that neural
connections are formed very early in life and that
the infant's brain is literally waiting for experiences

to determine how connections are made. We didn't
realize until very recently how early this process be-
gins. For example, infants have learned the sounds
of their native language by the age of six months."

Research challenges widespread opinion that ba-
bies will thrive intellectually if they are simply given
plenty of love. It also highlights the importance of
parents in a child's development.

This calls to mind the words of the inspired letter
of the apostle Paul to Timothy: "From infancy you
have known the holy writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation." It is likely that holy
writings, spoken to the infant Timothy by his believ-
ing mother and grandmother, played a key role in
his development as an outstanding servant of God.
— 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15.



