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An Emergency Case!

a _IND the¥ lived happily ever after.”
ZJk That Tairy tale ending applies to
JL _JL fewer and fewer marriages nowa-
days. The Weddln? promise to love each oth-
er“Tor better or Tor worse as long as hoth
shall_live’is all too often just rheforic. The
Possmlhty of having a happy family seems
0 be a gamble with'the odds against it.
Between 1960 and 1990, divorce rates
more than doubled in most Western indus-
trialized countries. In some lands they in-
creased fourfold. For example, every “year
about 35,000 marriages are contracted in
Sweden, and about half of them will break
up, involving over 45,000 children, CouPIes
cohabmnq Without marriage split up at an
even greater rate, affecting further tens of
thousands of children. A Similar trend is

emerging in countries all over the world, as
can be séen from the box on page 5.
Trye, broken families and dissolution of
marna}ges are not new In history. The Coge
of Hammurabi of the 18th cerftury BCE.
inclyded_laws that allowed divorce’in Bab-
Ylonla. Even the Mosaic Law, instituted In
the 16th century B.CE. fermltted IVOrce
In Israel. (Deuteronomy 24:1) However, fam-
”R/' bonds "have never Deen weaker than in
this 20th century. More than a decade ago,
? news&e}per cofumnist wrote: “Flft?/ edrs
oM now, e mai/ not even have an¥ anmilies
Inthe tra |t|on? Sense. Theg_ may have been
reﬁlaced y collectives of different tg#es.”
d the trenq smfe then seems to 8 firm
IS 10ea. The ramily institution has deterig-
rateq so rapidly that the question, “Will it
survive?” is becoming increasingly relevant,
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Why is it so hard for so many couples
to strc to ea%h other and marntarn aunjt-
amry at 1S the secret of those who
have stuck together during a long life, hap-
ryce lebrating therr silver and qolden wed-
anniversaries? Incidentally; in 1983 it
was reported that a man and a woman, in
he rmg Soviet repu |(p zerbar&an
celebrated their 100th Wed Ing anniversary

—at the age of 126 and 116 respectrvely

What Is the Threat?

In many countries some of the grounds
for ega |vprce are adultery, méntal or
sical ¢rue ty desertion, al oholrsm im-
oence Insanity, bigamy, and drug addic-
jon. However, 4 more general cause is that
the fundamental attitude foward marriage
and traditional family life has changed rad
ically, especially durrn% recent decades. Re-
spe t for an ms(trtutr n long held sacred

%Sn eroctedrega ree rdo %ceerrsagf mnusrc 0mo
lon_pictu
lar I| erature havep P freg S0- cafled s%xﬁal
freedom |mmoraI|y oose conduct and a
self-centered [ife-style, They have promoted
a culture that has oIIute the minds and
hearts of young and old alike.

A 199" poll ‘showed that 22 percent of
Americans, say that an extrama ita affarr
S R
news apers, A?tonBTage t, urged wom%%
?et a drvorce because “It can only be bet

" Some pop scholoorsts and anthro-
pologists ha 3 %ens eculated that man Is

[0 ramme tion to Switch mates
eer few years. In other worﬁws tery are

? esting that extramarital affairs a d
VOFCes are natural. Some eve(r] a ? %
Harenta divarce may be goo %

ren reparrnr%t em 10" cope wrth their
owl\r}| divorce ao ed y desite 1o [

il s.nQ_Jonger desire to live a
traditi nXl Famrly life, With father, mother,
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and children. “ cannot imagine living all
my life with the same Eartner IS a popu-
lar view. “Marriage is like Christmas, gust a
farry tale, id an

8year -0l Danish lad. “The feeling is, why
bother to live with [menA and wash their
socks,” Noreen Byrne of the National Wom-
en’s Council In freland declared. “Just go
out and play with them ... A lot of womgn
are deciding they dont need men in order
{0 Survive.

One- ParentI Households
on the Increase

All over Europe this attitude has led to a
rapid increase in single motherhood. Some
of these single paredts are teenagers who
feel that an"unplanned pregnancy is not a
mistake. A few are womenwho want to raise
their child alone. Most are mothers who co-
habit with the father for some time, without
any plans to marry him. Newsweek maga-
Zife ran a cover stor Iast year on the gues-
tion “The Death of Marriage?” It stated that
the percentage of live bifths outside mar-
rraqe IS Increasing rapidly in Europe and

at 0 one seems to care Sweden may top
the list, with half of all babies there born
outside marriage, In Denmark and Norway
It IS cIose to Half_and in France and En-
gland, about 11n 3,

In the Unrted States, two- parent fami-
lies have declined dramaticall y in the last
few decades. One report says:

9 percent of all children Irved in srngle
parent homes. By 1990, that_number had
Soared to, 25 percent. Today, 27.1 percent of
all American children are born rito single-
parent homes, a number that is.on the rise,

Since 1970, the number of one-parent
families has more than doubled. The trad)-
tional family 15 so threatened foday that it
could be on the verge ofextinction, Say some
researchers.”

| just don't believe in It,” s



ANNUAL MARRIAGES COMPARED

WITH DIVORCES IN SOME COUNTRIES

COUNTRY YEAR MARRIAGES DIVORCES
Australia 1993 113,255 48,324
Canada 1992 164,573 77,031
Cuba 1992 191,837 63,432
Czech Republic 1993 66,033 30,227
Denmark 1993 31,507 12,991
Estonia 1993 7,745 5,757
France 1991 280,175 108,086
Germany 1993 442,605 156,425
Japan 1993 792,658 188,297
Maldives 1991 4,065 2,659
Norway 1993 19,464 10,943
Puerto Rico 1992 34,222 14,227
Russian Federation 1993 1,106,723 663,282
Sweden 1993 34,005 21,673
United Kingdom 1992 356,013 174,717
United States 1993 2,334,000 1,187,000

(Based on 1994 Demographic Yearhook, United Nations, New York 1996)

In countries where the Roman Catholic
Church has lost much of its moral authority,
smgle-Parent families are on the increase.
Fewer than half of Italian households con-
sist of mother, father, and children, and
the traditional family is being replaced with
ﬁh“jdless couples and single-parent house-
olds.

The welfare system in some countries ac-
tually encourages people not to marry. Single
mothers who receive public assistance wotlld
lose it if they married. Single mothers. in
Depmark r%et additional child-care subsidies,
and in some communities, underage moth-
ers get extra cash and have. their rent paid
for them. Thus, money Is involved. Alf B,
Svensson claims that a divorce in Sweden
costs_the taxpayers between 250 thousand
and 375 thousand dollars in subsidies, hous-
ing allowances, and social assistance.

Churches of Christendom seem to do little
or nothing to try to reverse this devastating
trend among fariljes. Many Rastors and cler-
gymen are Wrestling with"their own family
Crises, thus feeling incapable of assisting oth-
ers. Sfo e even seem to advocate divorcg. Af-
tonbladet of April 15, 1996, reported that
pastor Steven Allen from Bradford, England,
composed a sRemaI divorce ceremony, Wwhich
he suggests snould serve as an official act in
all Brifish churches. “It isa service of healing
to help someone come to terms with what has
ha%)ened to them. It helps them realise that
t(%0 hsmtl loves them and'releases them from

e hurt,

Sowhere isthe family institution heading?
Is there hope for its survival? Can indiviqu-
al families preserve their unity while under
such a massive threat? Pleasé consider the
next article.
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Ar 'ﬂltlrzmamel\é'elsls‘rt\tt'

T IS claimed that human society feels
only as %ood as its familjes feel. History
shows that as the family arrangement
erodes, the strength of communities and na-
tions weakens. \When moral decay destroyed
families In ancrent Greece, 1ts Civilization
drsrntegrat makrn it vulnerable to con-
quest by the Romans. The Roman Empire re-
maine strong as long as families remained
strong. But as centuries passed, family life
Weakened and the strength of the empire
waned. “The security and elevation of the
family and of family life are the prime ob-
Jects of civilization, and the ultimate ends of
all ndustry,” commented Charles W, Eliot,
former president of Harvard University.
Yes, the family is a human necessity. It
has a direct effect on the stability of Soci-
ety and the well-being of children and fu-
ture generations. No doubt, there are many,
many srngle mothersw owork ver hard 0
rear frnec ildren, and th e%s oul ecom
mended for their hard work. Howeyer, stud-
Ies show that children usually are far better
off if they live in a family with both parents.
An Adstralian study of qer 2,100 ado-
lescents found that “teens from disrupted
families had more general health problems,
were more Irkely 0 display signs of emo-
tional loro lems, and Were more IrkeIY #o be
?exua actrvet an kigs from intact fami-
les.” A study conducted by the U.S. Nation-
| Institutes of Health tﬁtrstrcs revegled
that children rom ro ken homes were “20-
30 rzrercent more | e}ito ave an accl ent
ercent more like 0y to have to rePea
a rag eo sch oo an percent more like-
ly'to be expelled from school.” And a policy
analyst reports that “children from single-
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parent homes are far more likely to get in-
Volved in crime than those growingup in
traditional homes.”

Home Is the Haven
The family arrangement offers a har%p%
bst"dr'n” R AT
| U |
ern% IS nerther career,”thrﬂgs hobbies
nor friends buf the family,” a Swedish au-
thority claims.
The Bible shows that eve
earth owes Its name to the Gra %
amilies, Jehovah God, In that he Institut-
ed the famrly arrangement (Genesis 1.27,
28 2:23, 24; Ephesr ns 3.14,"15) However
Inthe | |nsp|re ScrrPtures the a oste Paul
foreto avrcroui tack onte family
sulting in a brea owno mora lity and u
man socrety outside the C rrstran congreg{a
tron esard that “the last days” wolld

aiion. am'ftt’to!)!d|e"‘r?§§rt8‘*pé’rfem”sate“vr§t

famrly o
reator of

amon “fhose avrn% orm of godf
votion.” He urg Christians to turn away
from such one

Jesus foretold that opposi
tron to God’s truth would divide fanﬁ)ﬁres
—2 Timothy 3:1-5: Matthew 10:32-37
God has “not Iett us without assistance
touh In_his Word much?ace 15 devoted
NStruct| ns concernin amr re aPon
|sIttesus owwecn Fm
a%uogess nd t ehonrnea |ahtfu 0ace
ere @ membper hasa responsi
rsalrennt I 3?urrﬁr I TRer s & [

mo ercjetarl thr ject seetheli
B(v atc tower Brb?e and at ocreyo



| it possible to achieve such a happy re-
Iationstﬁp ?n t%ese ays when the fa%ﬁ)ﬁy ?s
severely threatened? "Yes, Indeed! You can
succeed in making_your family an enjoy-
able, refreshm% 0dsi$ In this tou%h, degert-
like world. But this requires something from
everg/gagy in the family circle. Following are

som gestions.

Helping Your Family to Survive

One of the best ways a family can sta?/
united is by spending fime toghether. All
members shiould willingly pool their spare
time. That may mean Sacrifices, You teen-
agers, for example, may have to sacrifice
some favorite TV program, sports event, or
outing with friends. You fathers, who usual-
ly.aré the major breadwinners, do not use
leisure time just for a hobhy or other person-
al Interests. Plan activities with the fami-
ly, perhaps how to spend weekends or va-
cations together. Of course, plan somethmg
g%aot everybody will look forward to an

JOy. :
_ C}leldren_ need more than so-called quality
time, that is, a set halfan hour or sowith the
children Fenodlcall - They need quantity. A
columnist in a Swédish daily writes: “Dur-
ing my 15 years as a reportér, | have met a

great number ofAuvemle delinquents ... A
ommon denominator 1s that they seem to
have heen exposed to %ualjrt%/-tlm upbrmg-
mq: My parents had no time." ‘They never
listened.” ‘He was always traveling.”... As
a parent, you can always choose fow much
time you will give your child. Your choice is
%Ligg,ed 15 years later by a ruthless 15-year-

Proper View of Money
.All members_should also develp a proper
view of money. They should be ready to pool
what they can to cover the family’s‘common
expenses. Many women have tQ get a job
fo make ends meet, but you wives shodld
be aware of the daanrs, and temptations
Yoq‘ml ht encounter. “This world urges you
0. “fulflll” yourselves and o “do your own
thing.” It miay cause you to become indepen-
dent"and dissatistied with your Gog-given
zolg as a mother and homemaker.—Titus 2

| I_f ou mathers can be at home and be a
guidé and friend to your children, 1t will



certainly contribute ﬂreatl toward building
strong Bonds that will h Iz kee% your fami-
ly together through thick and thin. A wom-
dn can contribute” outstandingly to makin
a home happy, secure, and fufctional. *
takes a hundred men to make an encamp-
ment, but one woman can make a home,”
said a 19th-century politician.
f aII rn the famr cooperate to Irve with-
te a 'S total rncome it will spare
the fami an%/ prob ems Cou les should
Iqree to k ee esrmgean 0 dts Iritu-
Interests first, Children should learn con-
tentment not demanding things that the
amr dy bu get cannot Sup ort atch out for
esire “of the exes| e temptatron 0
tét rngs ou canfiot afford getting |1 L
de t, has'led many families into shipwrec
t may be good for family unity ifall poo
therr funds for a joint undertaking—a re-
freshing Journeﬁ some useful and enjoyable
equipment for the home, or a contribution to
support the Christian con regatron
Another form of contrr to a hap-
E ? g spirit th a\t all famrP/ membera
ould npo 1S thes aring In ceanrng an
marnte ance work—caring, for the Mouse,
t e arden the car and so'forth. Each fam-
g emper, even the oun%er ones, could be
a sr%ned some part of a task You children,
ot to wast our time. Instead, develop
a sorrrt of helpfulness and coo'oeratron this
will, result n"genuine friendship and com-
panionship, which build family unity.

Value of Bihle Education
In aidnrted Christian family, the rmgor
tan?e of reqular Bjnle ?tu y 15°alsq stres d
Daily discussion of Bible texts and a week ay
study of the Sacred Scrr fures orovrdeab
SIS eﬁunrted am) ey Basic Brbetruthsand
rrnc es shoyla pe discu F toget er |na
at stirs the hearts of all Inthe fami
uc family sessions should be educatron
al but at the’ same time enjoyable and en-
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couraging. A family.in the nqrth of Sweden
used tgo hgave the chrldren write down ques-
tions that came up during the week. These
%uestrons Were then discussed at the weekly

I estu %&estrons Wereoten eep
ang thoug thov g proved to. be a
reflection’of the childr nsthrnkrng abilities
and apRrecratron of Biple teachrng Some

uestro swerf “Does Jehovah ma e every-
ggrpwa the time, or did ne go It usé
once Wh

ﬁs the Brble S ey thél
created marf fin his rmage sinc rs not
aman?” “Didn't Adam an Eve freeze ur-
Ing the winter In Paradise srncet ey were
harefoot and didn't have an%/c lothes?
dowe need tne o atnrg t when |tshou|
be dark?” The en e now ?rown an
are servrng o as full-time ministers
When handling amryproblems you par-
ents dowell to strive tog Posrtrve and cheer-
ul. Be consjderate and flexiple, yet consis-
tent, when it comes fo heedrno rmrI)ort nt
rrncrples Lett e children see that love for

od and his right p rrﬂcr les always governs
}/our ecisions. The school envirpnment Js ﬁf

dr X ﬁgree(fs ulfﬁngncoﬁressrve and t

Lgement In t
horrne totcodjnterba ance auc : rnflfuence
arents, do not pretend to be perfec
mit mistakes and g oﬁo 16 to ur chrlofA en
when necessarY oung peoplé, when M
and Dad_admit a blun er grow n love for
them.—Ecclesiastes /:

Yes, a united famrhr\ (_Provrdes a_home of
eace, security, and Prness he (Ger-
an poet Goe eoRce sa % aﬁgrest
nrg o Eeasant wno finds his a]
Q e. pprechatrve arer]ﬁ
ren theresould e no place i ome
Trle, the family is severely threatened f0-

wr,”)e the p ressurs ?fthe world In wrc]rch

will de‘é Vi amf" i fL?Uh%" i

éurdernes orh ppy amVYy?, 5 righteous



"STARTING tomorrow, | am going to use it in the
preaching work, for the arguments it contains are
really strong and convincing," wrote one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses from France. A Witness from the
United States wrote: "l read it immediately and
cannot wait to use it in the field ministry, as we
meet so many people who are apathetic and who
put no trust in the Bible." What were they describ-
ing? The 32-page brochure entitled A Book for All
People, which was released by the Watch Tower
Society at the "Faith in God's Word" District Con-
ventions held during 1997/98.

This publication was prepared with a particular
audience in mind— those who may be educated
but who know very little about the Bible. Many
such individuals have definite opinions about the
Bible, although they have personally never read
it. The purpose of the brochure is to convince the
reader that, at the very least, the Bible is worthy
of examination. The brochure does not push the

reader to accept the view that the Bible is inspired
of God. Instead, it lets the facts speak for them-
selves. The wording is not high-sounding but is
clear and straightforward.

As the above-quoted comments indicate, those
present at the conventions were eager to use this
brochure in their field ministry. For example, in
France a special witnessing campaign was orga-
nized for August 23 and 24 when hundreds of
thousands of young visitors from around the world
gathered in Paris for World Youth Day. About
2,500 Witnesses (mostly from 16 to 30 years
of age) placed 18,000 copies of the brochure
in English, French, German, ltalian, Polish, and
Spanish.

By all means, let us use this brochure, A Book
for All People, in our ministry. May this publi-
cation prove valuable in convincing reasonable
people that they should examine the Bible for
themselves.
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"ABOOK FOR ALL PEOPLE

“God is not partial, but in every nation
the man thatfears him and works fighteousness
Is acceptable to him.*—AcTs 10:34, 35,

on, not e‘g<gect|q% any visitors. - the Bible is 1ot to be taken serlously
H en ane o our Christran sisfers —““qaye you ever read the Bible?” she
Ak e R o e
AP ﬁdﬂ ?uueo © €4l Taken aback, the professor had to ad-

—subjects, that a Wever,
whensh%mtrodu § eB| emt mit that he had not,

Taﬁ eprrofessorwas athame ona Sunday  some intelligent men™ he replied, “out

S [0] seeme t|ca eas ed She then asked: “How canyou voice a
ﬁlljmw at et oughta out theB tron(n]ecv%r}v%ggn aboutabogkthatyou

? ave
1t s agood book that was wntten b Our sister had a point, The professor decid-

i did one professor respond | ed to examme the Bible and then form an
whatqn ﬂl @tg outt ﬁ)l p]a?gedd op|n|ona bout it
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2The 1protessor IS not anne Manté people
ave e nite oplntonsa bout the Bible even
though they have never Personalyrea It
They may possess a Bible. They may even
acknowledge its literary or historical val-
ue. But for many, it iS a closed book. I
do not have time to read the Bible,” some
say. Others wonder, ‘How could an ancient
book passibly be relevant to my Iife?” Such
viewpoints present us with a real chal-
Ienqe Jehovah’s Witnesses firmly believe
that the Bible *is inspired of God and ben
eficial for teaching.” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17?
How, though, can We convince people tha
regardless of their racial, national, or eth-
%I% Ibackground they should examine the

ible?

3Let us discuss some reasons why the Bi-
ble is worthy of examination. Such a discus-
sion can equlp us to reason Wlth those whom
We meet in our mmtstry Iher aps convmc

Ing them that they shoufd consider what
the Bible says. Att e same time, this re-
view should strengthen our own faith that
the Bible is, indeed, what it claims to be
—“the word of God."—Hebrews 4:12.

WtdeP% Iytls(tn%utedp Ct‘Eook

4First, the Bible deserves consideration
because it I b* far the most widely circu-
lated and widely translated book ini all hu-
man history. Qver 500 years ago, the first
edition printed from movable type came off
Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press. Since
then, an estimated™four billion Bibles, in
whole ormh art have been printed. By 199
the complete Bible or ortlons of it had
been translated into 2,167 languages and

eo I a|¥dIS hthse pBrIetsleeth ch%se\gj\” OOkhfg{ har

Wor hy %%t] w}deqy .anEh edtBool%'ble s the

dialects.* More than 90 ?ercent of the hu-
man family have access to at least part of
the Bible in their own language. No other
Elt())g(la(—rehgtous or otherwise—even comes
bStatistics alone do not prove that the Bi-
ble is God’s Word. However, we should cer-
tainly expect a written record that js in-
spired of God to be accessible to people the
world over. After all, the Bible itself tells
us that “God Is not partial, but in every na-
tion the man that fears him and works righ-
teousness IS acceptable to him.’ éACtS )
4, 35) Like no other book the Bible has
Crossed nattonal boun aries and has over-
come racial and eth r”c barrters Truly, the
Bible is a book for all people!

A Unique Record of Preservation

6There Is another reason why the Bible
deserves examination. It has sufvived both
natural and human obstacles. The record of
how it was_ preserved despite tremendous
cha{lenges iS truly unique among ancient
Writings

7Thg Bible writers evidently recorded
their words with ink on papyrus (made
from the Egyptian plant of the Same name)
and Parchment (made from the skins of an-
imals)/ (Job 8:11) Such writing materials,
however, have natural enemies. Explains

*B ed on figures published by the United Bible

So

Uea;t R
Eselnﬁ rtnso Hebr Qp\qgreﬁﬁi
emﬂ h archn |nd| hafbtsh
cto 80fpap TUS and o ers parc ment Were In-
Ib}fh/ qud eex(g; tthe Bible to be acces-
oh %Plt not surpr|s| that none ?f thg

Ftings are koown to exis
0es IS ralse:
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scholar Oscar Paret: “Both of these writing
mediums are in the_same stron? measure
endangered by humidity, by mold, and by
various maggots, We know from daily expé-
rience howasily paper, and evenstrong
leather, deterigrates in the open air or in 3
damp room.” So.it is not surprising that
none of the originals are known to”exist;
they probably disintegrated Ionq ago. But
If t e_orlﬂmal_s succumbed to natural foes,
how did the Bible survive? _
8Soon after the originals were written,
handwritten_copies began to be produged.
In fact, copying;the Law and other portigns
of the l—lol{y Scriptures became a profession
in ancient Isragl. The priest Ezra, for ex-
ample, is described as “a skilled copyist in
the' law of Moses.” (Ezra 7:6, 11; compare
Psalm 45:1.) But the copies produced were
also perishable; eventually they had to_be
replaced by stijl other handwritten copies.
This process of copying the copies went on
for centuries. Since humans are_not perfect,
did co_B ists” mistakes substantially change
the Bi le text? The overwhelming evidenCe
says no! _ _
INot onl5{ were the copyists very skilled
but thex dlso had a deep respect for the
words, they copied. The Hebrew word_ for
“copyist” has reference to counting and re-
cording. To illustrate the extreme Care and
accuracy of the co1p¥|sts consider the Mas-
oretes, copyists of the Hebrew Scriptures
who lived bietween the sixth and the tenth
centuries C.E. According to scholar Thomas
Hartwell Horne, they réckoned “how many
times each letter of the gHe_brew] alphapet
occurs in all the Hebrew Scriptures.” Think
what that means! To avoid omitting even a

8. Overretteva gigturies, how were the Bible writ-
%f E«? 30es} e example of dIhe Masoretef ﬂlgf
C(r)% }%SES. extreme care and accuracy of Bible
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single letter, these devoted copyists count-
ed ot just the words theg_ copled but the
letters as well. Why, according to one schol-
ar’s count, they reportedly eRt track of
815,140 individual letters”in the Hebrew
Scriptures! Such diligent effort ensured a
high degree of accuraCy. o
There is, in fact, compelling evidence
that the Hebrew and Greek textS on which
modern trans|ations are based represent
with remarkable fidelity the words of the
original writers. The evidence consists of
thousands of handwritten copies of Bi-
ble manuscripts—an estimated 6,000 of all
or portions of the Hebrew Scriptures and
some 5,000 of the Christian Scriptures in
Greek—that have survived to our day. A
careful, comparative analysis of the man;i
existing manuscripts has” enabled textud
scholars to detect any copyists’ errors and
determine the original reading. Comment-
mg on the. text of the Hebrew Scriptures,
scholar William H. Green could thus state:
“It may be safely said that no other work of
antiguity has béen so accurately transmit-
ted.” Similar confidence can be placed in
the text of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
. 1How easily the Bible could have per-
ished were 1t fot for the handwritten cop-
les that replaced the originals, with their
Prec_mus me_ssaPe! There is.only one reason
or its survival—Jehovah is the Preserver
and Protector of his Word. As the Bible it-
self says, at 1 Peter 1:24, 25: “All flesh is
like grass, and all its glory is like a blpssom
of gfass; the Prass bécomes withered, and
the"flower falls off, but the saying of Jeho-
vah endures forever,

gl e e et U
rarn(fsa }oase are et Wa%u#sg ely represent the
E@ i d({? igf!‘%%r )/{: 3 25, why has the Bi-
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Into the Living Languages of Mankind
DSurviving centurles of recop[))/mg Was
challenging enough, but the Bible Taced
another obstacle—translatton into contem-
porary languages. The Btble must speak
In the lang uagh of the peaple in order to
ﬁeak to their nearts. However, translating
the Bible—with its more than 1,100 chap-
ters and 31,000 verses—is no easy task. Yet,
over the centurles devoted translators glad
ly took on the challenge, facing seemingly
|nsurm0untable obstacles at times,
BConsider, for example, how the Bible
came to be translated info the languages
of Africa. In the year 1800, theré were
only about a dozen written languages in all
of Afrlca Hundreds of other“spoken lan-
uages had no writing system. This was
e cha Iengle facing Biblé translator Rob-
ert Moffat. Tn 1821, at the age of 25, Mof-
fat set up a mission among the Tswana-
speaking’. people . of southern Africa, To
learn their unwritten language, he mixed
with the people. Maoffat persevered and,
without the aid of primers or dictionaries,
eventually mastered the language, devel-
oped a written form of it, an tau ht some
swana to read that script. In 1829, after
work |n%among the Tswana for eI?ht years,
he f|n| ed translatln the Gospel of Luke:
He later said: “I have known individuals to
come hundreds of miles to obtain copies
of St. Luke. ... | have seen them recetve
portions of St Luke, and weep over them
and grasp them to their hosoms, and shed
tears of thankfulness, Hll T have said to
more than one, “You will spoil your books

éwer 0d |t|ont ‘F% Tof [)ecopymg, what
? g Wa |d Bible, transla-
Artca n he earqv

th ce 01 Wana- ea Ing
pld rea&we gpe PN BRcame oVl
e In their an Uage’

with your tears.” Moffat also told of an
African man who saw a number of people
readlng the Gospel of Luke and asked them
what t %Jy had mthelrpossessmn “Itis the
Wor of Go, ¥ eplied. “Dogs it speak?”
the man as ed es,” they said, “it speaks
to the heart.”

UDevoted translators like Moffat gave
many Africans their_ first oPportumty to
communicate in writing. But the trarisla-
tors gave the Africah people an even
more precious gift—the Bible in their own
tongue. Moreover, Moffat introduced the di-
ving name to the Tswana, and he used that
name_ throughout his translation.* Thus,
the Tswana Teferred to the Bible as “the
mouth of Jehovah."—Psalm 83:18.

BOther translators, in various parts of
the world faced similar obstacles. Some
even_risked their lives to translate the Bi-
ble. Think about this: If the Bible had re
mained only in ancient Hebrew and Greek
it might have “died” lon gz 0, for those lan-
ﬂttages were |n time virtually forgotten by

e masses and were never known in many

parts of the earth. Yet, the Bible is very
much alive because, unlike any other book,
|t can speak to people the world over in
their own lanquage. As a result, its mes:
sage remains “at work_in [its] believers.”
ﬁ hessalonians 2:13) The Jerusalem Bi-

e renders these words: “|t is still a living
power among you who believe it.”

Worthy of Trust
1°Can the Bible really be trusted?’ some

n.1838, Moffat completed a tr nsla ion of th
s L.

leaqy p-

tures |n
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may wonder, ‘Does it refer to peoPIe who
undeniably lived, places that actual Xexrst
ed, and events that truly happened?” If we
are to trust it, there ouId be evidence
that it was written by careful, honest writ-
ers, This brings us to"another reason for ex-
amining the Bible: There is solid evidence
that it is accurate and trustworthy,

T7Honest writers, would record not just
successes but also failures, notjust strengths
but also weaknesses. The Bible writers dis-
Played such refreshing. candor. Consider,
o example, the forthrightness of Moses.
Among the thrnqs he fran lﬁ reported were
his own lack of eloguence, which in his view
made him unfit to be Israel’s leader (Exo-
dus 4:10); the serious mistake he made that
prevented his entering the Promised Land
(Numbers 20:9-12; 27:12-14); the deflection
of his_brother, Aaron, who Cooperated with
rebellious |sraelites In makrnfg} a statue of a
ﬁolden calf (Exodus 32:1-6): the rebellion of

IS sister, Miriam, and herhumrlratrng]p
ishment (Numbers 12:1-3 1(2} the profane
ness of hiS nephews Nadab an Abrhu (Levit-
icus 10:1, 2);.and the repeated comlo arnrng
and murmuring of God’s own rl)eo e (
dus 14:11, 12 "Numbers 14:1- 2 Does not
such frank, open reporting indicae asincere
concem for truth? Since"the Bible writers
Were erlrn% to report unfavorable informa-
tion about their loved ones, their people, and
even themselves, is there not good réason to
trust their writings?

BThe consistency of the Bible penmen
also stamps their wrrtrn%s as trustworthy.
It is truly remarkable that 40 men writ-
ing over a span of some 1,600 r(ears are in
agreement, evenwhen it comes to minor de-
tails. However, this harmony i not so care-

18 Wh t stwrgpt%};e writings of the Bible pen-

men as trus
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fully arranged as to arouse suspicions of
collusion. On the contrary, there is an ob-
vious lack of design in the agreement of
various details; often the harmony is clear-
ly coincidental.

D To |||ustrate consrder an incident that
took %Iace on the night of Jesus’ arrest, Al
our ospel writers record that one of the
|scrp es drew a sword and struck a slave
of the igh prrest tak mq off the man’s
ear. O u e, however, tells us that Jesus
touehe the ear and healed him.” (Luke
22 51) But |s that not what we would ex-
pect from the writer who was known as

the beloved physician™? &Colossrans 4:14)
John’s account tells us that of all the disci-
ples Bresent the one who wielded the sword
Was Peter—a fact that is not surprising in
view of Peter’s tendency to be rash and’im-
getuous (John 18:10; compare Matthew 16:
2 23 and John 21:7, 8) ot reports an-
other seemrnoly unnecessary detail: “The
name of the slave was Malchus.” Wh does
John alone give the man’s name? The ex-
planation Js provrded b)ﬁ a minor fact stat-
ed in passing only in John’ account—John

el A CRRE AT heoRar

How Would You Answer?

O Why should we expect the Bible
to be the world's most accessible
book?

O What evidence is there that the Bi-
ble has been accurately preserved?

O What obstacles were faced by those
who translated the Bible?

O What stamps the Bible writings as
trustworthy?



“was known to the high priest” He was
also known to the high™priest’s household
the servants were acquainted with him, and
he with them.* (John 18:10, 15, 16) It I
only natural, then, that John should men-
tion the injured. man’s name, whereas the
other Gospel writers, to whom the man ev-
identl Wasastranﬁer do not. The agree-
ment between all these details s rentark-

e S b 18 o
unt Een anot er 0 .Ine slaves Oi'[ 8 est

Sﬂﬂr ES rFeter one of 5IV6 OP'[%S

Iarnstatthr%lgpa wa ari
man wh se ear Peter cut 0¥F johnf

clea

it yet similar examp
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20 S0 cap we trust the Brble7 Absolutely!
The candor of the Bible writers an the BI-
hle’s mtern% consrstenr:% give |tt ecear
rrngo truth. People of onest heart need
0 nowthat the can tru‘gt eBrbIe for |t
IS the n§,p Je ovah th (e
oftrut am 315 There are ad ition-
al re 50NS ers book for all
peope as the next artrcle Wi | discuss.
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A BOOK FROM God

“Prophecy
S THE Bible relevant for people. ljvin
on the brrjhko?eh r&1sten ry? é %
think not. Nobodg would advocate he
trse of a_1924 edt] ncpemrstr text ook(l
Qr use in a modern chemistr class—
much has peen Iearned about_chemistr
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or modern living?
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wasat no time brought bY
God as they were borne along by ho

mangs will, but men spokefrom
y Spirit."—2 PETER 121

2The Bible itself gives the answer. A
Peter 1:21, we are told that the Brble
Brophets “Spoke from God as the)f were
orne ann% by haly sgrrrt The Bible thus
Indicates that'it is'a book from God. How,
though, can we convince others that this is
s0? et us consider three proofs that the B-
bIe 1S God’s Word: (1) It is scientifically ac-
curate, (2) it contains timeless principles
that are practical for modern living, and
633 it contains specific prophecies that have
en fulfilled, as proved by historical facts.

A Book That APrees With Science
3The Bible is nof a science texthook. It

is, however, a book of truth, and truth can
stand the test of time. (John 17:17) The

3. Wy has the Bile not been threatened by
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Bible has not heen threatened by scientific
discoveries, When it touches on matters re-
lated to science, it is completely free from
ancient “scientific” theories that proved to
be mere myths. In fact, if contains state-
ments that not only are scientifically sound
but also flatl dv contradict the acceptéd opin-
lons of the day. Consider, for example the
agreement between the Bible and medical
science.

4Ancient physicians did not fully under-
stand how disease spreads, nor didthey re-
alize the importance of sanitation n pre-
venting sickness. Many ancient medjcal
practices would seem barbaric by modern
standards, One of the oldest medical texts
avatlable is the Ebers Paloirus a comp| a
tion of Eggptlan medical_knowledge,
ing from about 1550 B.CE. It contalns 700
remedles for various afflictions, “rangin
from crocodile bite to toenail pain.” Mos
of the remedies were merely ineffective,
but some of them were extremely danger-
ous, For the treatment of a wound, ‘one
of the prescriptions recommended applylng
a mixture of human excrement combine
with other substances.

5This text of E%y ptian medical reme-
dies was written_alout the same time as
the first books of the Bible, which includ-
ed the Mosaic Law. Moses, who was born
in 1593 B.CE, grew up in E%y
odus 2:1-10) Ralsed in Pharao S house

old, Moses was “Instructed i m all the wis-
domo the Fgyptians.” (Acts 7 22) He was
familiar W|th the ph smans of Egy
(Genesis 50:1-3) Did their |neftect|ve or
danperous medtcal practices influence his
WrI ngs

L‘lent ns d|d tunde
¥vh ut 1S ase \?\ﬁ
m |ar Wit ical prac |ceso gyp |an
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60n the contrary, the Mosaic Law in-
cluded sanitary requlations that would be
considered reasondple by modern, medical
science. For example, a [aw regarding mili-
tar% encampments requwed that exciement
uried outside th ecamp euteronomy
3:13) This was a rofound 5{(a vanced
vent|ve measure. It elped keep the water
sources free from contammatlon and pro-
vided Rrotecnon from tly-horne shlﬂellosw
and other diarrheic illnesses that stifl claim
mil |ons of lives each year, mostly in devel-

op % ands.

e Mosatc Law contained other sani-
tary regu lations that helped prevent the
spread Of infectious diseases. A person who
had or was suspected of having a commu-
nicable disease was quarantined. (Leviticys
13 153 Garments or vessels that came in
contact with an animal that had died of it-
self (perhaps from disease) were to be ei-
ther washed before reuse or destroyed. (Le-
viticus 11:27, 28, 32, 33) Any person who
touched a corpse was considered unclean

and had to undergo a cleansing procedure
that included, washing his garments ang
bathing. During the Seven- a)A eriod of
uncleanness he was to av0|d 8 Iysu:al con-
tact with others.—Numbers 1

8This sanitary cqde reveals wisdom that
was far ahead of its time. Modern med-
ical science has learned much about the
spread and prevention of disease, For exam-
Ple medical advances in the 19th centu #
ed to the Introduction ofanttsep5|s—c ea
liness to reduce Infections. The result was a
significant reduction in infections and pre-

i "t’é‘%e %a”'stf*JéteEF%A%Bh’Ele 69%'6”&’8%'1%%5‘3“

F sanltarx requlations in the M alC
0 prevent tre spread of mfec 0Us s
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Moses recorded sanitary
regulations that were far
ahead of their time

mature deaths. In the year
1900, life _exRectancy at' the
time of birth in many Eu-
ropean countries and in the
United States was less than
50. Since then, it has in-
creased dramatically, not
only on account of ‘medi-
cal “progress in controllin
disease ut also hecause. 0
better sanitation and living
conditions.

9 Yet, thousands of years
before medical science
|learned how disease spreads,
the Bible prescribed reason-
able preventive measures as.a safeguard
against disease. Not_ surprisingly, Moses
could speak of Israelites In general in his
day as living to 70 or 80 years of age. (Psalm
9010) How"could Moses have known'ahout
such sanitary requlations? The Bible itself
explains: The Law code “was transmitted
through angels.” (Galatians 3:19) Yes, the
Bible Is not"a book of human wisdom; it is
a book from God.

A Practical Book for Modern Living

D Books offering advice tend to becomecontrol again,” reports T

outdated and are soon revised or replaced.
But the Bible is truly unique. “Your own
reminders have proved very trustworthy,”
says Psalm 93:5. Although™ the Bible wiias
completed nearly 2,000 ygars ago, its words
are still applicable. And they™apply with
equal effect regardless of the color"of our
sKin or the country in which we live. Con-

P EarRod R 158 SPPERDEY

sider some examples of the Bible’s timeless,
very trustworthy” counsel.
1Several decades ago many_parents
—spurred on by “innovative ideds” on child
rearing—thought it was “forbidden to for-
big.” ettlng limits for children, they
feared, would cause trauma and frustra-
tion. Well-meanmg counselors were insjst-
ing that parents refrain from an¥th|ng
mare than the mildest correction of their
children. Many such experts are now “urg-
ing parents to be a little shrlcter, to takﬁ
e New Yor
Times, _
DAIl along, however, the Bible has of-
fered specific, balanced counsel on the sub-

ject of child training. It adviges: “Fathers,

do not be irritating”your children, but go
%%tﬂ%ﬁ@b%’ﬁ%%@%b%%?’tH“eh e iBnimg o &6

€ o
S s A
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onR nging them up in the discipline and

ment Irgulatrng of Jehovah,” (Ephesians
6:4) The Greek non translated “discipline”
means upbrrngrng training, Instruction.”
The Bible_says that discipline, or instruc-
tion, | evrdence of parental love. (Proverbs
13 24) Children th ive under clear cut mor-
ag r eIrnest at help th em eveo asense
of Tignt and wron roperly a mrnrstere
discipline helps them to feel secure; it tells

them that their_parents care about them
and about the kind of person they are be-
coming.—Compare Proverbs 4:10-13,
BBut the Bible cautions parents in this
matter of discipline, Parental authori-
shou never be abusive. (Proverbs 22:
No child should ever be subjected to
crue nunishment, Physical violenCe has no
Blace in the family that lives by the BF-
gPsaIm 11:5) erther does emoational
vroIe ce—narsh wor? onstant crrtrcrsm
and biting sarcasm, all of which can crush
a chrlds sprrrt (Compare Proverbs 12 18
Wisely, the Bible warnis parents “Donot b
exasperatrng yourchrldren sothat thena e

not become downhearted [or Y?
all the heart out of them Ph pW]d
[osstans 3:21) The Bible recommends Pre
ventive measures, At Deuteronomy
parents are ur?ed to take advantage of ca-
sual moments to nstill moral and Spiritual
values In therr chrIdren Such clear, reason-
able counsel on child rearrng Is as relevant
today as it was In Bible tim

he Bible provides more than hUSt wise
counse Its message aP#eastote eart

Hebrews 4 e word of
alive and exerts power and is sharper than

E,?) \iVen omes 0 drs Sghré Battlgamud
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g two-edged sword and Prerces even to
drvrdrn of soul and spiri t and of 0Ints
an their marrow and |s able to d |scern
thoughts and intentjons of the heart,” C
Brode(raran example of the Bible’s motrvatrng

W

BPeople today are divided by racial, na-
tional, and ethriic, barriers. Such artificial
walls ‘have contributed to the wholesale
slaughter of innocent humans in wars the
world_ over. The Bible, on the other hand,
containg teachings that help men and wom-
en of ditferent raCes and nations to view one
another as equals. For instance, Acts 17:26
says that God “made out of ong man every
natjon of men.” This shows that there iS
reaIIy onhé one race—the human race! The
Bibl¢ furt erencourages US {0 “hecome Im-
Itators of God,” of whom if says:
Partral but i every nation the man that
ears him and works righteousness is ac-
ceptable_to him.” (EpheSians 5:1; Acts 10

35)0 For those who truly seek to [ive by

the BJ Iesteachrngs this knowledge has a
unrfyrnﬁ effect. It Works on the deepest ley-
el—in the heart—drssolvrng the man-made
barriers that divide (People Does it really
work in tod ayswor

BMost certajpl Kv it doesI Jehovah's Wit-
nesses are we nown for their |nterna
tional brotherhood, which unites
ple of different backgrounds who ordin rrIy
would not be at peace with one another,
Durrnq the ethnr clashes in Rwanda, for
examgeJ ovan’s Witnesses ofeach dtrrbe
Prote fed their Christian brothers and sis-
ers of the other tribe, endangerrng their
own lives in the process. [n one Cage, a
utt‘ Wr#ness conc aIed In his home a T

ﬁ SIX rom IS conr{;reﬂatron a

the TUtsi family were eventuafly d |scover
and killed. The Hutu brother and his fami-

‘1,9. Relate an experrenoe showrng Bat eh vaH
itnesses are a trie intérnational brothernoo

“[He] is not



WHAT ABOUT THE UNPROVABLE?

The Bible contains various statements for
which independent physical evidence is lack-
ing. For example, what it says about an invisi-
ble realm inhabited by spirit creatures cannot be
proved— or disproved— scientifically. Do such
unprovable references necessarily put the Bible
at odds with science?

This was the question facing a planetary ge-
ologist who began to study the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses some years ago. "I must admit
that accepting the Bible was difficult for me at
first because | could not prove some Bible state-
ments scientifically/' he recalls. This sincere man

hy now faced the wrath of the killers and
ad tofee to Tanzania. Many similar ex-
ampl es were rei)orted Jehovah’s Witnesses
readr h/ acknow edge that such unrt IS gos
sr le ecause ther hearts have ende

ly_touched by the motrvatr E? nower of the

ible’s message. That the Bible can unite
people in thrs hate-filled world is powerful
proof that it is from God.

A Book of True Prophecy
“No_prop ec¥ of Scripture sprrngs
from a a/ prrvate Inte pretatron say’s 2
ter 1 prophets djd not anaIy

trends In exrstrng World affairs and then
make educated quesses hased on their per-
sonal interpretation of these developments
Neither did they utter vague pre |ct|0ns
that ﬁould be méde to fit just about anX
ture appenrng Let s consr er, 8 a
ample, a B e cpro ecXt at was extra r-
drnard%/s ecific and that predicted just the
opposre w hat people then livin mrght
have expected.

r%?e thI W ae Bible prophecies unlike man-made

continued studying the Bible and eventually be-
came convinced that the available evidence
demonstrates that it is God's Word. "This less-
ened the yearning to have every Bible fact
proved independently,” he explains. "A person
with a scientific inclination must be willing to ex-
amine the Bible from a spiritual standpoint, or
he will never accept the truth. Science cannot
be expected to substantiate every statement in
the Bible. But just because certain statements
are unprovable, that does not mean that they
are untrue. The important thing is that wherever
provable the Bible's accuracy is verified."

B Bythe seventh centur BCE Bab¥lon
wast e seemrn%% impregnable capital
the Babylonian Empire. The city straddled
the Euphrates Rrver and the rrverswaters
were used to form a broad, deep moat and
a network of canals. The city was also pro-
tected by a massive system of double walls,
buttressed by defense towers. Babylon’ s |n-
habjtants no doubt fet ve secure
In the eighth century even eore
Babylon rose to the herg‘ht of its glory, the
Broghet |saiah foret |d: Babyo must
ecome as when ? overthrew Sodom and
Gomorran. She will never be inhabited, nor
will she reside for generation after gener-
ation. And there the Arab will not Prtch
his tent, and no shepherds will let their
flocks ||e down there (sarah 1319 20
Notice th att e rrao ecg foreto ét not only
that Bab gonw uld be estro ed hut that
|tW0u ecome&termanent unrnhabrted

%ta old Ft) IGtion to make! C
|ah ave written his prophecy after he had

the rnhabrtants ncreﬂa dB?sbd{ a%n

ore Wr%boutﬁrg e ye
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observed a desolate Babylon? History an-
SWers no!

00n the night of October 5, 539 B.CE,,
Babylon fell to the armies of Medo-Persia
under Cyrus the Great. However, Isaiah’s
orophecy was not completely fulfrlled at
hat time. Following the takeover by Cyrus,
an inhabited Babylon—although an iriferi-
or one—continued for centuries. In the sec-
ond centyry B.C.E., about the time the Dead
Sea Scroll of Isaiah was copied, the Parthi-
ans took contro| of Babylon, which was then
viewed as a Rrrze over which surrounding
nations fougnt. Jewish historian Jose hus

reported that “a great number” of ews
were living there if the frrst centu &
According'to bridge An

tory, Palm rene merchants founded a pr
gerous trading col on%/m Babylon in 24 CE.

0, as late as the first century C.E., Babylon
was still not completely desolate; yet, "|sa-
1ah’s book had been completed [ong before
then.—1 Peter 513,

Dlsaiah never lived to see Babylon be-
come uninhabited. But true to prophecy
Babylon eventually became mere “piles of
stones.” (Jeremiali 51:37) According to He-
brew scholar Jerome (born_in the” fourth
century CE), by his day Babylon was a

hunting ground rn which” “beasts of every
h pe” fodmed, and it remains desolate to
this day. Any restoration of Babylon as a
tourrst attractron mrght lure visitors, but
Babylon’s Progen¥ osterity” are gone
forever, as Isaiah foretold.—lIsaiah 14:

2The prophet Isarah did not make an ed-
ucated guess Neither did he rewrite histo-
ry to make it appear to be prophecy. Isaiah

% ha? & Bashe el %BI}Ot completely

ence IS ther aylon eventu-

) wer arttﬁl 0 etsa e to foretell
eu rewrhu Ltd)et%ourdc
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was a true prophet. So were all the oth-
er farthful ble roPhets Why were these
men ah eto 0 what no other hymans can
do—foretell the future with unfarlrng ac-
curacaﬂT eanswerrscear The proph ecres
orr r atedwrtht eGodo prophecy, Jeho-
“the One tell rnzr[r from the begrnnrng
the finale. —Isaiah
22 Sois the Brble Worthy of examination?
We know that it is! But mdny people are
not convinced. They have formed opinions
about the Bible even though they may nev-
er have read it. Recall the professor men-
tioned at the beginnin goftheprece Ing ar-
trcIe Hea reed to a Bible study, and after
careful yexamrnrngt e Bible, he came to
(}IF]p r?usron that'it Is a book from G
e eventually got baptized as one of Jeho-
van sWrtnesses and today he serves as an
elder! Let us do our utmost to_urge honest-
hearted ones to examine the Biblé for them-
selves and then form an opinion about It.
We are confident that if ther( make an hon-
est firsthand examination, they will come
to realize that this unique ook, the Bible,
IS indeed a book for all people!

esrhd{t%d%h%?tdeetjdm?HE MRS o

Can You Explain?

O How could you use the Mosaic Law
to show that the Bible is not of hu-
man origin?

O What timeless principles in the Bible
are practical for modern living?

O Why could the prophecy at Isaiah
13:19, 20 not have been written af-
ter the fact?

O What should we encourage honest-
hearted ones to do, and why?



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
"Your People Will Offer Themselves Willingly"

THE mighty Syrian army chief Naaman has lep-
rosy. If left untreated, this loathsome disease
can result in disfigurement and death. What
is Naaman to do? Among those of Naaman's
household is a little girl, "captive from the land
of Israel." She boldly speaks out and identifies
the prophet Elisha as the one who can heal Naa-
man.— 2 Kings 5:1 -3.

Because of her courageous stand, Naaman
seeks out Elisha and is healed. Furthermore, Na-
aman becomes a worshiper of Jehovah! This
experience, recorded in the Bible, took place in
the tenth century B.C.E. (2 Kings 5:4-15) Today,
many youths show similar courage in speaking
out in behalf of Kingdom interests. The following
experience from Mozambique bears this out.

Six-year-old Nuno is an unbaptized publish-
er of the good news. Even before he became
an unbaptized publisher, Nuno would gather the
children in his neighborhood, offer a prayer, and
teach them the Bible, using the publication My
Book of Bible Stories.

Many times Nuno wakes up early Saturday
morning and reminds his family: "Today we
go out in the field ministry." His zeal for the
ministry is manifest in other ways. While ac-
companying his parents in the street ministry
in Maputo, Nuno often approaches people on
his own. On one such occasion, a businessman
came up to him and asked: "Why are you selling
these magazines?" Nuno said: "I'm not selling
the magazines, but | do accept contributions to
help finance the preaching work." The business-
man responded: "Although I'm not interested,
I'm impressed with your attitude and ability. |
would like to make a contribution to this work."

On another occasion, Nuno approached a
man on the street and offered him the book True
Peace and Security— How Can You Find It?

The man asked: "Don't you attend that school
over there?" "Yes," Nuno replied, "l attend that
school, but today I'm presenting an important
message from this book. It shows you that you
can live in the new world that God will bring, as
shown in the picture in this book." Little did
Nuno realize that the man he spoke to was a
teacher at his school. Not only did the teacher
accept the book but now he also regularly re-
ceives the Watchtower and Awake! magazines
from Nuno.

When Nuno is asked why he likes to engage in
the preaching work, he says: "I want to speak to
people and teach them about Jehovah and his
Son, Jesus Christ." He adds: "And if the people
don't want to listen, there is no reason to get
upset."

Worldwide, thousands of youths like Nuno "of-
fer themselves willingly" to teach and preach
about God's Kingdom. (Psalm 110:3) But this
does not happen by chance. Parents who teach
their children about Jehovah from infancy, set a
good example in the ministry, and zealously pur-
sue Kingdom interests will be richly rewarded.
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MY LIFE AS A LEPER
—JOYFUL AND
SPIRITUALLY BLESSED

AStold by Isaiah Adagbona

| grew up in Akure, Nigeria.
My family farmed yams, bananas, cassava,
and cocoa. My father did not want me to go to
school. He said to me: “You are a farmer. No one
will ever ask you to read yams.”

window of a home where some chil-
ren were being taught by a private teac

TILL, | wanted to learn to read. In the
S\/_enmgs, | stood and listened at the

r. That was in 194 _
years old. When the father of the children
would see me, he would shout and chase me
away. But | kept coming back. Sometimes
the teacher did not come, and | would sneak
in and look at the children’s hooks with
them. Sometimes they{ let me borrow their
books. That was how 1 learned to read.

1 Join God’s People
. In time | got a Bible and reqularly read
it before going to bed. One evenm? | read
Matthew Chapter 10, which shows that Je-
sus’ disciples would be hated and persecut-
ed by men. _
| remembered that Jehovah’s Witnesses
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when |'was about 1from them. As |

had come to my house and were treated bad-
ly, It struck me that these might be the peo-
*)Ie Jesus had talked about, The next time
he Witnesses called, | obtained a magazine
began to associaté with
them, | became a tdrget of ridicule. Yet,
the more that peopletried. to discourage
me, the more convinced and joyful | becarme
that | had found the true religion,

What really impressed me about the
Witnesses was that, unlike the other reli-
lous grouR_s In my area, they did not mix
neir worship with the customs and tradi-
tions of the local pagan religion. For exam-
ple, although my famllﬁ went to the Angli-
can church; my father kept a shrine to the
Yoruba god Ogun.
. After my father died, | was suPposed to
inherit thé shrine, | did not want it. since
| knew that the Bible condemns idolatry. |



progressed spirituallg with Jehovah’s help,
and’in December 1954,1was baptized.

~ Leprosy Strikes

Earlier that year, 1 noticed swelling and
a loss of feeling in my feet. If | stepped on
hot coals, there was'no pain, After some
time, reddish ulcers af)peared on my fore-
head and lips. Neither [ nor my family knew
what was Wron%' we tho_ugh It Was ecze-
ma. | went to 12 herbalists Iookm?_for a
IceuprredSFmaIIy one of them told us that'it was

V.

.What a shock that was! | was upset and
did not sleep well. | had mﬁhtmares., But
my knowledge of Bible truth and reliance
on Jehovah helped me look to the future
with confidence. _

People told my mother that if | went to an
oracle to offer sacrifices, | would get better,
| refused to go, knowing that such an act
would displease Jehovah. Realizing that my
mind was made up on the matter, my moth-
er’s friends suggested that she_take a kola
nut and touchmy forehead with it. Then
she could present the kola nut to the oracle
to use in sacrifices on mx behalf. | wanted
no part of that and told her so. Finally she
galve_up her efforts to involve me in pagan
religion.

B%/ the time | went to the hospital, the
IeProsy had taken a firm hold. | had ulcers
all ovér my body. At the hospital, they gave
{ne drugsl, and gradually my skin returned
0 normal.

They Thought | Was Dead
. But my problems were far from over. My
rl&ht_foot became badly infected, and in
1962 it had to be amputated. After the op-
eration, there were medical complications,
The docfors did not expect me to live. A
White missionary priest came to administer
the last rites. | was too weak to speak, but

anurse told him that I was one of Jehovah's
Witnesses.

The priest said to me: “Do you want to
change and become a Catholic’so that you
can go to heaven?” That made me laugh’in-
side.”l prayed to Jehovah for the stren?th to
answer, With great effort | managed to say,

No!” The priest turned and walKed away.

Mfy condition worsened until the hospital
staff thought | was dead. They covered my
face with a sheet. They did not take me to
the mortuary, though, since a doctor or a
nurse first had to certify that | was dead.
There was no doctor on duty, and the nurs-
es had all gone to a part%/. S0 th%y left me in
the ward overnight. When the doctor made
his rounds the fiext morning, no one came
to my bed because | was stjllCovered up and
P_resumed dead. Eventuallg, somebody no-

iced thlat the “corpse™ under the sheet was
moving!

WeI?, | recovered, and in December 1963
they moved me to the Abeokuta Leprosy
Hospital Settlement in southwest Nigerid.
| have lived there ever since.

Opposition to M Preachm%

There were about 400 lepers in the set-
tlement when | arrived, and | was the only
Witness. | wrote to the Society, and they re-
sponded pr_omPtIy by directing the Akomoje

ongregation to contact me. So | never lost
touch with the brothers,

As sqon as | %ot to the settlement, I began
preaching. The local pastor was not hap-
py about'that, and he reported me to the
Welfare officer who was in charge, of the
camp. The welfare officer was an 0lder man
who came from Germany. He told me that
| had no husiness teaching the_ Bible be-
cause | hag no schooling or Certificate to do
s0; since | was unciuall ied, | would teach
people mcorrectl’x. f 1 persisted, | could be
expelled from the settlement and denied
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The congregation outside the Kingdom Hall in the leper camp

medical treatment. He did not allow me to
sa){\‘anythmg inreply.

ext he ssued a directive that no one
should study the Bible with me. As a result,
thoste who fiad shown interest stopped com-
Ing to me,

%_took the matter to Jehovah in prayer
asking for wisdom and direction. The next
Sunday, | went to the Baptist church at the
settlement, although | did not participate
in the religious services. There was a peri-
od during the service when those present
could ask” questions. | raised my hand and
asked: “If all %ood people are going to heav-
en and all bad people are going Someplace
else, why does Isaiah 45:1d sa)!”that God
made the earth to be inhabited?

de the earth to be inhabited

There was much murmuring among the
congregation. Finally, the missionary”pas-
tor Said that we cannot figure out thé ways
of God. With that, I answéred my own ques-
tion by reading scriptures that' show that
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144,000 will go to heaven, that the wicked
will perish, and that righteous people will
live on the earth forevel —Psalm 37:10,11;
Revelation 14:1, 4. o

Everyone clapped in appreciation for the
answer. The pastor then said: “Clap a sec-
ond time because this man really knows the
Bible.” After the service, some came to me
%nd Is,gaud: “You know more than the pastor
0gs!

Pressure to Expel Me Continues,
That broke the hack of the persecution,
Epd Eletwle ageﬂn Homed me to study the BI-
e. However; there remajned oppasers, who
pressured the welfare officer to get rid of
me. About a month after the church ser-
vice, he called me and said: “Why do 0you
keep on_L)reachmg? In m_Y country, pegple
do not like Jehovah’s Witnesses, and It is
the_same here. Why do you cause me trou-
ble? Do you not know that I can ex?el YOU?
| replied: “Papa, | respect you for three



LEPROSY FACT SHEET

What Is It?

Modern-day leprosy is a disease caused by
a bacillus identified in 1873 by Armauer Han-
sen. In recognition of his work, doctors also
refer to leprosy as Hansen's disease.

The bacillus damages nerves, bones, eyes,
and certain organs. Sensation is lost, often in
the hands and feet. Unchecked, the disease
can cause severe mutilation of the face and
of the extremities. It seldom Kkills.

Is There a Cure?

People having mild forms of leprosy get well
with no treatment whatsoever. More serious
cases can be cured with drugs.

The first antileprosy drug, introduced in the
1950's, acted slowly and became increasing-
ly ineffective because the leprosy bacillus de-
veloped resistance to it. New drugs were
developed, and from the early 1980's, Multi-
Drug Therapy (MDT) became the standard
treatment worldwide. This treatment combines
the use of three drugs— Dapsone, Rifampicin,
and Clofazimine. While MDT Kkills the bacil-
lus, it does not repair damage already done.

reasons, First, because you are older than |
am, and the Bible sa%/s we should give re-
spect to gray hair. The second reason why
| respect )Aou Is_that you left your country
to help us'here. The third reason is that yol
are kind, generous, and assist those in dis-
tress. But'by what right do }/ou think you
can expel me? The president of the coun-
try dogs not exgel Jenqvah’s Witnesses. The
traditional ruler of this region does not ex-
Pe_l us. Even If you do, chase me away from
his camp, Jehavah will still care for me.”

MDT is highly effective in curing the dis-
ease. Consequently, the number of people
with leprosy has plummeted from 12 million
in 1985 to about 1.3 million by mid-1996.

How Contagious Is It?

Leprosy is not highly contagious; most peo-
ple have immune systems strong enough to
counter it. When it does occur, it usually does
so in people who live in prolonged close con-
tact with those who are infected.

Doctors do not know for sure how the ba-
cillus enters the human body, but they suspect
that it does so through the skin or nose.

Future Prospects

Leprosy is targeted for "elimination as a
public health problem" by the year 2000. This
means that the nhumber of cases of leprosy in
any community will not exceed 1 in 10,000
people. Under God's Kingdom it will be done
away with completely.— Isaiah 33:24.

Sources: World Health Organization; International Federation
of Anti-Leprosy Associations; and Manson's Tropical Diseases,
1996 Edition.

plained about me, he rePIied in frustration:
‘[ am not going to involve myself with this
business anymore. If you have a problem
with his preaching, discuss it with him!”

__The Literacy Class
Opposition to my preaching continuged
from those who attended the Baptist
church at the camfo. Then | had an Idea,
| went to the welfare officer and asked
whether | might set up a literacy class.
When he_ asked how much | wanted to be

1 had never before spoken in such a forth-paid, | said | would teach for free.

right way to him, and | could see that
It"made an impression. He walked away

without a word. Later, when someone coni-

Thex Provided a classroom, blackboard,
and chalk, so | began teaching some in-
mates to read. We held classes every day.
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For the first 30 minutes, | would teach read-
Ing, then | would relate and explain a story
from the Bible. Afterward, we would read
the account from the Bible. _

One student was awoman named Nimota.
She had a deep interest in spiritual thln%s
and would ask religious questions at both
the church and the mosque. She did not get
her questions answered there, so she wolld
come. to ask me. Eventually, she dedicated
her life to Jehovah and was baptized.

In 1966 we were married.

Most in our congre_?at_lon toda
learned to read and write in that Ijt-
eracy class. | did not have the wis-
dom' to suggest that class. Certain-
ly Jehovah'sblessing was evident. No
one tried to stop mé from preaching
after that.

A Kingdom Hall in the Camp

By the time Nimota and | were
martjed, four of us, were meetin
reqularly to study The Watchtowe
together. For about a year, we met in
the room_where leprous wounds were
washed. Then the welfare officer, who
had_by now hecome my friend, said to me:
“It is not good that you worship your God
in a treatment room _

He said that we could meet in a vacant
carpenter’s shed. In time, that shed was
transformed intg a Kingdom Hall. In 1992,
with the help of the brothers in town, we
completed 1t. As you can see from the pic-
ture on page 24, our hall 1s a sound butlg-
Ing—plastéred and painted, with a concrete
floor and a good roof,

Preachi
Those Wmnﬁeborosy
For 33 Years my territory has been the

|eprosy settlement. What is it like to preach
to lepers? Here in Africa most people be-
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[saiah Adaghonaand his

wife, Nimota

lieve that all things come from God. So
when they are afflicted with leprosy, they
believe that God is somehow resRonsmle.
Some are deeply depressed about their con-
dition. Others ‘are angry and say:. “Don't
talk o us about a God who 1s Javing and
merciful. If that were true, this sickness
would go away!” Thenwe read and reason on
James "1:13, which says: ‘With evil things
God does not trly{ anyane.” Next we explain
why Jehovah aflows disease to afflict peo-
ple, and we point to his promise of a para-
dise earth where no one will be sick.—Isa-
lah 33:24,

Many have, responded favorably to the
good news. Since | came to this camp, Je-



IS LEPROSY TODAY THE SAME AS IN BIBLE TIMES?

Medical textbooks today define leprosy in
precise terms; the scientific name for the mi-
crobe involved is Mycobacterium leprae.
The Bible, of course, is not a medical text-
book. The Hebrew and Greek words that are
translated "leprosy" in many Bible transla-
tions are much broader in meaning. For ex-
ample, the Bible leprosy produced observ-
able symptoms not only in humans but also
in clothing and houses, something that a
bacillus does not do.— Leviticus 13:2, 47;
14:34.

Furthermore, the symptoms in humans that
identify leprosy today do not exactly match
the description of leprosy in Bible times.

hovah has_used me to help over 30 persons
to dedication and baptism, all lepers. Many
have returned to their_homes after bein
cured, and a few have died. Now we have 1
Kingdom publishers, and about 25 people
attend meetmgs reqularly. Two,of us serve
as elders, and e have one ministerial ser-
vant and one reqular pioneer. How happy |
am to seg so many now faithfully servmq
Jehovah in this camp! When | came here
feared | would be alone, but Jehovah has
blessed me in awonderful Way.

Servm t\)t%rothers

| took drugs for Ieprosy from 1960 until
about five yéars ago. Now | am completely
cured, as are the others in the congregation.
The leprosy left its mark—I lost my lower
leg, and | cannot straighten my hands—but
the disease I gone,

Since | am cured, some have asked why |
do not leave the camp and go back home
There are several reasons why | stay
the main one is that | want to continué help

Some suggest that the explanation may lie in
the fact that the nature of diseases changes
with the passage of time. Others believe that
the leprosy referred to in the Bible describes
a range of diseases, which may or may not
include the disease caused by M. leprae.
The Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament states that both the Greek and the
Hebrew word usually translated leprosy "re-
fer to the same ailment, or group of ailments
.. Whether this sickness is what we now call
leprosy may be questioned. But the precise
medical identification of the disease does not
affect our estimation of the accounts of heal-
ing [of lepers by Jesus and his disciples]."

9 Kbrothers here. The joy of Iooklng af-
ehovah's sheep surpasses anyt %

am| might give me| Ireturne tot en.

I am ) rateful that | knew Jehovah be-
fore | |ea ned | h Pro 13h OtherW|se I

might have killed m self, There have been
many dlffICU|tIes and problems over the
ears but it was not the med|cme that %us
me me—it was Jehovah. When | reflect
on th e‘past | am joyful: and when I think
of the future under God's Kingdom, 1 am
even more joyful,

In Our Next Issue
What Will Your Future Be?
Barnabas— The "Son of Comfort"

Will We Always Need Armies?
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Do You RespectTheir Dignity?

UNDED, up like animals and

stowed in unbelievable filth
\and stench, native Africans
were’ shipped like cargoes to the
Amerlcas At Ieast half of them were
ex e%t dje hetore_even reach-
|n their destination. Family mem-
bers were cruelly separated, never
0 See one another agam. The slave
trale was among the darkest epi-
50 esm man’sin
his fell owman Other such episodes
occulrre \g Bovveru CONGUrors
crue Ig/S subjected defenseless native
Str| |n a person of dignity can
be moP brutal F%han |nf|ct|% th)(]sr
cal blows, It.is evastatm tot
man spirit. Though slave y has been
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uman treatment of

abollshed in most lands, the undermin-
ing of human dl%m? continues, per-
haps in more subtle forms.
rue Christians, onthe other hand,
strive to heed the admonition of Je-
sus Christ to Tove their neighbor as
themselves.” Hence, they ask them-
selves, Dol respect the Bersonal dig-
nity of others?—Luke 10:27

Dignity Exemplified

Dlgmty, according to a dictionary,
|ste uallty or state of being wgr-
X nore oresteemed What a fit-
t 9 escr iption of the status of the
Universal Sovereign, Jehova God In
fact, the Scrlﬂture repeated yas-
socjate. Jehovah and his sovere|

U with dignity. Moses, Isaiah, Eze



Daniel, the apostle John, and others were
rivileged to be given inspired visions of the
ost | ?h and his han enl court and their
escrrP onsconsrstent rtra e awesome

majesy |gn|t xo us 1 Isa-

zekre 1:26-28; Danre eveIa
tron i naprayero praise, Krng David
sard “Yours 0 Jehovah, are the greatness
and temrghtrne}ss and the beaut%; and the
excellency and the dignity; fore erything,

m tChe heavens an |n the earth Is ours

ron 0 one |s more
ortPYm Ste(honor an estee rhan IS Jehovah
In creating man in his image and like-
ness, Jehoval bestowed upon humans a mea-
sure of Worthrness self-respect, and | ni-
Genesis 1 )Therefore |n ourdea g

With others, we need to accor each person

due honor and res ect W en We do 50, We

are, in effect, ack nowe 8|nért e Source of

human dignity, Jehovah God.—Psalm 8:4-9.

Dignity in Family Relations

Under inspiration, the apastle Peter, who
was a married man, admonished Christian
hushands to assign their wives “honor as to
a weaker vessel.” (1 Pefer 3:7; Matthew 8:

On the other hand,” advised the apostle
ﬁauL B |es o]udhave deep respect for
er husband. estans b 3 herefore, In
marrra e honor nd resgectf r the personal

%rvutgr fone’s mate i |berequrrement
InWhat ways can this be shown?

As Water vitalizes a rowrng Plant rh;
crousspeech and kind gestures between hus-
band and wife, in pablic and in_private,
can nurtu]re their mtfmate re tronshrp Con-
verse arsh, Insulting verbal attacks or

|prr)gnt sarcastic put-cowns, as are often

TVsrtco S, are destructive, The
can tr|% er harmf uI eel mrIrs of woqrth ess-
ness, depression, and resentment; they can
even cause emotional wounds that aré not
easily healed.

Respectrng the personal dignity of others
aso means acceptmg them a3 théy are, not
dym g o frtt em into some preconceived

ideal “or_making unfair_comparisons with
others. This i especrall important between
husbands and wives. Where communication
and exgressrons flow freely and comfortabl
and nobody fears being criticized or berated,
intimacy will flourish. When a person can be
himself'or herself in a marriage, then home
truly becomes a refuge from the cruel, harsh
outsice world.

Children are under Scriptural command
to, respect and_ obey their parents In turn
wise and_loving parents would do well
to recognize the dignity of their children.
Warm commendation fof good behavior, cou-
pled with patient discipline when Neces-
sary, works well in rernforcrng{ the “mental-
re?ulatmg of Jehovah.” Congtant criticism,
Y ling, and name- caIIm% with humiliating
erms ik e“stuer” or “idiot” will only irri-
tate them.—Ephesians 6:4.

One Chrrstran elder and father, who is
bringing up three sons and three daugh-
ters says; “At the Kingdom Hall, we gave
needed drscrplrne as quietly as possible. A
|tte nu e Or a stern, warning stare was
usual ysu icient. If more serious discipline
Was nee e we would give it in the priva-
Ko our_home and awa%/ from the other
c |dren Now that the children are older,
discipline involves giving each one the Jov-
ing, wise counsel from God’s Word according
to-their individual needs. We try to mam
tain confrdentraht in these personal mat-
ters, thus sh owmg res ect for each child’s
right to privacy and r?nrt?/

ot to be overIooke is the need for fgood
manners Inword and action within the fam-
y. Familiarity should not choke out words
lke “please,”“thank you,” “excuse me,” and

“I'm sorry.” Good manners are fundamental
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both in maintaining one’s own dignity and in
respecting that of dthers.

In the Christian Congregation

“Come to me, all you who are toiling and
loaded down, and I'will refresh you,” said
Jesus. (Matthew 11:28) The dovintrodden,
the depressed, even the IrttIe children, were
all |rresrstrbl drawn to Jesus. They were
scorne gt e arrogfant and setrrg teous
clergy and leaders ot ¢ But In Jesus
they ound someone who accorded them the
drdnrty they deserved.

n imitation of Jesus, we too want to he a
source of refreshment to our fellow believ-
ers, Thrs means looking for opportunities to
burldt em up by our speech and our actions.
Itis al wah/s approprra e 10 be sincerely gen-
erous with kind and positive remarks n"our
conversation. (Romans 1:11, 12; 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:11) We show that we are sensitjve to
the feelings of others by being careful of
what we say as well as how we say it. (Co-
|ossians 4:6) Proper dress and deCorum at
Christian meetings also reflect deep respect
for the dignity of our God, his worship, and
our fellowworshipers.

Jesus respected peoRIes drgnrty even
when he was rendering them a sérvice. Nev-
erdidhea ? randize hrmself at the exRense
ofotherso y putting them down, W ena
leper came to'him seg mgacure Jesus did
not dismiss the man as unclean and unwor-
thy, nor did he make a st[)ectacle by calling at-
tention fo hrmself Ra er, when the [eper
brh; ged Jesus, “Lord, if go(d ”5}W ntto you
ca maemecean |én| e telle_F
by saying, “I want to
won ertulrtrsforusnotonl t0 heI thosern
need but also to reassure themt alt are
il

| usually ov
I gkegp ﬁunne A or numiliated i the worlr
But they should find true fellowship and ac-
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ceptance when among their Christian broth-
ers and sisters. We niust do our part to con-
trrbute to this spirit,

Jesus loved his disciples as “his own” and

“loved them to the end” in spite of their
shortcomings and personality quirks. (John
13:1) He saw in them. pure hearts and whole-
souled devotion to his Father, Likewise, we
should never ascribe evil motives to our fel-
low waorshipers just because theY may not
do things our way or because their”hab-
Its or_personalitie§ may ryb us the wrong
way. Respect for the dignity of our broth-
ers will move us to love and ‘accept them as
they are, trusting that they also love Jeho-
vali and serve him with puré motives.—1 Pe-
ter 4:8-10.

Elders, especially, should_be careful that
they do not cause undue anxiety for those en-
trusted to their care, (1 Peter'5:2, 3) When
meeting with amember of the congregation
who has fallen into sin, it would b well for
the elders to cushion their words with Kind-
ness and consideration and avoid askrng em-
barrassing questions needlessly (Ga atrans
6:1) Even'when strong reproo or disc hp Ine
i In order, they wotld continue to honor
the wrongdoer’s rrghtful dignity and self-
respect.—1 Timothy 5:1,2.

Maintaining Personal Dignit
Being created in God’s image and like-
Ness, we are to reflect, to the éxtent possr
bIe 0d smagnrtrcent qualrtres—rncu mg

263 a%”\?ﬁ'” Oufrcrtr tlveescomerr?gﬁ to

love %our ne Gghbor as ourself IS the need
for a halanced” measure of persona T%mty
and self-respect. (Matthew 22:39) The fact s
that If we want others to show us respect and
grant us dignity, we must demonstrate that
We deserve It.

An important factor in maintaining self-
respect and personal dignity is maintain-



ing a clean conscience, A defiled conscience
and R?ngs of quilt easily lead to feeltngs of
worthlessness, frustration, and degres lon.
Hence, |fa ersonhscommtéted SErious
Wron[g |d take immediate steps to
repent and seek the spiritual assntance of
the eIders 50 as {0 enjo?/ sea?on ofr resh
Ing . .. from the R son of Jehovah.

cluded in the refreshment is the restoratton
ofA onte 33[i8rsonal dignity and self-respect.

cts

It |s better yet to But fortha constant effort
0 sae uard”our Bib etralne consuence
not al owmg anyt mn P stallln or weak
xerusm sefconL in all areas o our
a| life—e ttng, rn mg business, enter-
talnment dealln swith those of the, 0 p03|t(ej
sex—will an conscience an
enable us to rg Vect ngﬁ1 s ?orSy ang (]lgnlty In
our lives,—1 Corintnians™1(
What if quilt over our mistakes refuses to

Youngsters can show respect for
those who are disabled

fade away? Or what if memories, of

abuses suffered continue to be pain-

ful? These can crush our personal

dignity and bring on intense depres-

SIon, How comfortln% are the words

of King David found at Psalm 34:

18: “Jehovah |s near to those that

are broken at heart; and those who

are crushed In spirit he saves” Je-

hovah. is ready and willing to sus-

tain his servants when they have to

cope with depression and féelings,of

worthlessness. SupPhcatton to "him

along with seeking the help of those

spiritually qualifiéd, such'as Chris-

tian parents, elders, and other ma-

fuire ones in the con%re?atlon IS the

lifeline to restoring Sel respect and
personal dignity.—James 5:13-15.

On the other hand, we need to be

on guard against crossing the ling between

Per onal di gnlty and arrggance. The Scrip-

u[l ounsgl Js “not to think [)lgone

self] than 1t IS necessary tq t |n t 10

think soas to have a sound mind, each one as

od has dtstnbuted to h|m 4 measure of

atth gomans While it is proper to

cultivate self resRect vY]e do not Want]to ex-

aggerate our own wortn or confuse hyman

dignity with the selfish and extreme efforts

some make to save face hefore others,

Yes,. respect for another’s dgntt IS a
Christiap requn ment. Ourfam|\% mberg
and ouy fel I?w Christians are all wort

eservm% our respect, honor and esteem,
Je ovah aéﬁrante each of Us a measure of

lgnity and honar that we s oud acknowl-
deand matntaln But e%bov all, we must

C“%Htat%n e i
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PLEASE JOIN_US
FOR A SPECIAL EVENT

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1998

JEHOVAH'SWITNESSES warmly inviteyou
to remember with them God’s gift of his"Son, Jesus Christ.
This gift opened to humankind the prospect of enjoying
everlastlng life on earth.—John 3:16.

. Thisyear the Memorial of Jesus’death
will be observed after sundown on Saturday, April 11
That date corresponds to Nisan 14 on the Bible’s lunar calendar.
Please check with Jehovah’s Witnesses locally
for the exact meeting place and time.



