MARCH 15, 1998

INGDOM

JESUS’

LAST DAYS



ITIT j-irir]

THAWWATCHTOWER.

AnnouncingJehovah’s Kingdom

Madch 15, 1998 Average Printing Each Issue: 22,103,000 Vol. 119, No. 6

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER is to exalt Jehovah God as Sovereign Lord of the
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with
the good news that God’s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in God’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ,
whose shed hlood opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The Watchtower, published by
Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

IN THIS ISSUE

3 Reliving Jesus' Last Days on Earth 26  Constantine the Great— A Champion

of Christianity?
10 Slaves of Men or Servants of God?

3l Please Join Us for a Special Event
1 The "One-Finger Bible Saturday, April 11, 1998

Dedication and Freedom of Choice
WATCHTOWER STUDIES

18  Living Up to Christian Dedication in APRIL 20-26: Dedication and Freedom of Choice.
Freedom Page 12. Songs to be used: 13, 152.
. APRIL 27-MAY 3: Living Up to Christian Dedication
24 They Did Not Make a Celebrated in Freedom. Page 18. Songs to be used: 202,
Name for Themselves 107.
Now published in 128 languages. If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications,

SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below.

fffikaﬂg&l A'Pﬁ"iagvbAmhaiinCﬁff;bin Becnga“' Bic&'{- Bis-  America, United States of: wallkil, NY 12589. Australia: Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W.
ama, Bulgarian, Cebuano, ichewa, inese, inese . R X o
(Simplified), Cibemba, Croatian, Czech* Danish,** Dutch,* 2565. Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, N.P. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. Britain:
Efik, English** (also Braille), Estonian, Ewe, Fijian, Finn- The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN. Canada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G
ish,** French,** Ga, Georgian, German,** Greek,* Gujarati, 4y4 Germany: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Setters. Ghana: Box 760, Accra. GUy-
Gun, Hebrew, Hiligaynon, Hindi, Hiri Motu, Hungarian,* Igbo, . X H i 96819: H

lloko,* Indonesian, Italian,** Japanese** (also Braille), Kan- ana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. .awan : 2055 Kam IV Rd. Honolulu. Hong
nada, Kinyarwanda, Korean* (also Braille), Latvian, Linga- KoONg: 4 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong. India: Post Bag 10, Lonavla, Pune Dis., Mah. 410 401. lre-

la, Lithuanian, Macedonian, Malagasy, Malayalam, Maltese, |and: Newcastle, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. Jamaica: Box 103, Old Harbour P.O., St Catherine.

Marathi, Myanmar, Nepali, New Guinea Pidgin, Norwe- ) . . X . K . R
fan, Pangasinan, Papiamento, Polish* Portuguese* (also JaPan: 1271 Nakashinden, Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref., 243-0496. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi.

ille), Rarotongan, Romanian,* Russian,* Samar-Leyte, Sa- New Zealand: P.O. Box 142, Manurewa. Nigeria: P.M.B. 1090, Benin City, Edo State. P hilip-
moan, Sepedi, Serbian, Sesotho, Shona, Sinhalese, Slovak, phines Republic of: P.O. Box 2044, 1060 Manila. South Africa: Private Bag X2067, Krugers-

Slovenian, Solomon Islands Pidgin, Spanish,** Sranantongo, L . .
Swahili, Swedish,** Tagalog,* Tanitian, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Ti- dorp. 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, Republic of: Lower Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe.
grinya, Tongan, Tshiluba, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrai- Zambia: Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Zimbabwe: P Bag A-6113, Avondale.

nian,* Venda, Vietnamese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu

MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Arme-
nian, Cambodian, Chitonga, East Armenian, Gilbertese,
Greenlandic, Hausa, Icelandic, Isoko, Kiluba, Kirghiz, Ki- References, unless otherwise indicated.
rundi, Kwanyama/Ndonga, Luganda, Luvale, Marshallese,
Monokutuba, Moore, Niuean, Ossetian, Otetela, Palauan,
Persian, Ponapean, Punjabi, Sango, Silozi, Trukese, Tuva-

The Bible translation used is the New World Changes of address should reach us 30 days be-
Translation of the Holy Scriptures— With fore your moving date. Give usyourold and new ad-
dress (if possible, your old address label).

Would you welcome more information or The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published
a free home Bible study? Please send your semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So-

luan, Urdu, Yapese request to Watch Tower, using the appro- ciety of New York, Inc., 25 Columbia Heights,
. . . . . . priate address above. Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483. Periodicals Post-
Study articles also available in large-print edition. age Paid at Brooklyn, NY, and at additional mail-

* Audiocassettes also available. Publication of “The Watchtower" is part of ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes
© 1998 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva- a worldwide Bible educational work sup- to Watchtower, W allkill, NY 12589.
nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President ported by voluntary donations. Printed in U.S.A.



T IS the seventh day of the Jewish month
Nisan in the ear 33 CE. Imagine that
you are o se vrng events_ in the Roman
rovrnce of Judea. Leaving Jericho ang Its
ush folrage Jesus Christ and his drsc les
are trud grn? up a UStZ twrstrng road, any
other fravelers are also ont eir wa
Jerusalem for the annual Passover rfl
tion, However, mare than this tiring ¢
on the minds of Christ's disciples.

The Jews have been yearning for a Mes-
sra who can rrng relief from the Roman
%/oe Many believe Jesus of Nazareth to
e th at ong- awarted Savior, Fort ree and

(a Kveara he h as been sp ea] ing a ouA
%30 % m om. He scuredt e srck an

the n% e has rou%tcm-
fort to the Ble But the religious leaders
are ¢ fa r Jesus burni Pdenuncra-

re. desperate to have hi
i R

Imo 1S

ra-

As the sun dips behind the Mount of Ol
ives up ahead, Jesus and his com anions
reach the village of Bethany,_wh ere theP/
will spend the next six nrghts There to we
come them are their beloved friends Laza-
rus, Mary, and Martha. The evening provides
cool relief from the hot journey and marks
the st2art of the Sabbath of Nisan 8.—John

Nisan 9

After the Sabbath Jerusalem IS abuzz
with activity. Thousands, of visitors have al-
readt( converged on the city for the Passover,
But the noisy commotron we hear IS more
than usuaj for this trme(o the year. Inquisi-
tIve crow S are rushin own narrow st eets
to the clt sgateways As they shovet e|r
wae}gouto the cong esteit %ates w atasrg t

ts them! Manyrrur t peop earem
g heir way down the ounto lives on
thé road fro

Beth ha e QLuke 19:37) What
IS the meaning of all of this?
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Nison 33 C.E.
7 Friday

8 Friday evening

Saturday

9 Saturday evening

Sunday
TO Monday

11 Tuesday

12 Wednesday
13 Thursday

14 Thursday evening

After midnight

Friday sunrise to

sunset
15 Saturday
16 Sunday

THE LAST DAYS OF JESUS7 HUMAN LIFE

Events

Jesus and his disciples travel from Jericho to Jerusalem (Nisan 7
corresponds to Sunday, April 5, 1998, though Hebrew days
ran from one evening to the next)

Jesus and his disciples arrive at Bethany; Sabbath starts
Sabbath (Monday, April 6, 1998)

Meal with Simon the leper; Mary anoints Jesus with nard; many
come from Jerusalem to see and hear Jesus

Triumphal entry into Jerusalem; teaches in temple

Early trip into Jerusalem; cleanses temple; Jehovah speaks from
heaven

In Jerusalem, teaches at temple using illustrations; condemns
Pharisees; notes widow's contribution; gives sign of his future
presence

Quiet day with disciples in Bethany; Judas arranges betrayal

Peter and John prepare for Passover in Jerusalem; Jesus and
other ten apostles follow in late afternoon (Saturday, April 11,
1998)

Passover celebration; Jesus washes feet of apostles; Judas goes
out to betray Jesus; Christ institutes Memorial of his death (After
sundown, Saturday, April 11, 1998)

Betrayal and arrest in garden of Gethsemane; apostles flee;
trial before chief priests and Sanhedrin; Peter denies Jesus

Before Sanhedrin again; to Pilate, then Herod, then back to
Pilate; sentenced to death; impaled; buried

Sabbath; Pilate permits guards for Jesus' grave
Jesus resurrected

Greatest Man*
101, par. 1

101, pars. 2-4
101, par. 4
101, pars. 5-9

102
103, 104

105 to 112,
par. 1

112, pars. 2-4

112, par. 5to
113, par. 1

113, par. 2
to 117

118 to 120

121 to 127,
par. 7

127, pars. 8-10
128

* Listed here are numbers identifying chapters in the book The Greatest Man who Ever Lived. For a chart containing the
detailed Scriptural references for Jesus' final ministry, see "All scripture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial/' page 290.
These books are published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

Look! Jesus of Nazareth comes riding on
the colt of an ass. People spread garments
out on the road ahead of him. Otfiers wave
freshly cut palm branches and joyfully
shout.” “Blessed s he that comes In”Jeho-
\{%hﬁ rﬁjne, even the king of Israel""—John

As the crowd nears Jerusalem, Jesus looks
at the city and Is deeply moved. He begins
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weeping, and we hear him foretelling that
this city will be destroyed. When Jesus ar-
rives at the temple a Short time later, he
teaches the crowds and cures blind and lame
eople who come to him.—Matthew 21:14;
uke 19:41-44, 47, _ _
This does not go unnoticed by the chief
Prlests and the scribes. How vexed they are
0 see the marvelous things Jesus does and



the jubilation of the, crowds! Unable to con-
ceal thelr indignation, the Pharisees de-
mand: “Teacher; rebuke your disciples,” “|
tell you,” Jesus replies, “If these remained
silerft, the stones would cry out.” Before de-
P_art!n%, Jesus notes the commercial activi-
les inthe temple.—Luke 19:39,40; Matthew

21:15, 16; Mark 1111,

~ Nisan 10

Jesus arrives at the temple early. Yester-
day, he could not help but be incenSed at the
ﬁ_ross commercialization of the worship of

Is Father, Jehovah God. With great fervor,
therefore, he begins throwing Ut those buy-
ing and selling in the templé. Then he over-
turns the tahles of the greedy mopey chang-
ers and the benches of those sellllr\}([] doves,
“It is written,” Jesus exclaims, *‘My house
will be called a house of prayer,” but you are
rlnzakllgg It a cave of rohbers."—Matthew 2L

The chief priests, the scribes, and the
principal men cannot stand Jesus’ actions
and public teaching. How they ache to kill

him! But they are stymied by the crowd be-
cause the people are astounded by Jesys’
teaching and they keep “hangm& onto him
to hear’him,” (Luke 19:47, 48) As evening
approaches, Jesus and his companions enjoy
the r|?tl,easantt walk back to Bethany for a good
night’s rest.

_ ~ Nisan 11

It is early in the morning, and Jesus and
his disciplés are already on their way over
the. Mount of Olives to Jerusalem. AS they
arrive at the temple, the chief priests and
the older men are quick to confront Jesus.
Fresh ontheir minds is his action against the
money changers and the traders irf the tem-
ple. His enémies venomously demand: “By
what authority do you do these ;hmgis? Anii
who gave you'this“authority?” I, dlso, will
ask you one thing,” Jesus counters. “If you
tell it to me, | also will tell you by what au-
thority | do these things: The Gaptism by
John, “from what source was it? From heav-
en or from men?” Huddling together, the op-
ponents reason: “If we say,”From heaven,”he
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"A CAVE OF ROBBERS"

JESUS had ample reason to say that greedy mer-
chants had turned God's temple into "a cave of
robbers." (Matthew 21:12, 13) To pay the temple
tax, Jews and proselytes from other lands had to

exchange their foreign money for acceptable cur-

rency. In his book The Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiah, Alfred Edersheim explains that money
changers used to set up their businesses in the prov-

inces on Adar 15, a month before Passover. Begin-

ning on Adar 25, they moved into the temple area
in Jerusalem to capitalize on the tremendous influx

of Jews and proselytes. Dealers ran a thriving busi-
ness, charging a fee for every piece of money ex-
changed. Jesus' reference to them as robbers sug-

gests that their fees were so excessive that they
were, in effect, extorting money from the poor.

Some could not bring their own sacrificial ani-

mals. Anyone who did so had to have the animal

Will say to us Why, then, did you not be-
lieve him?’ tou?h we say, 'From men/
we have the crowd fo fear, for they all hold
John as a pro Stumped they weak-
y answer: “We do notknow.” Jesus caIm
y responds: “Neither am [ telling Y
What authorlty | do these thtngs ”—l\/Ia
thew 21:23-21

Jesus'’ enemies now try. to trap him into
saying something for WhICh they can have
him arrested. “Is it lawful,” they ask, *
o y head tax to Caesar or not?” “Show me
he head tax coin,” Jesus retorts. He asks
“Whose Image and nscription is this?” “Cae-
sar's,” they “say. Confounding them esus
states clearly for all fo hear: * %c
therefore, Caesar's, things to Cae al
God’s things to God,"—Matthew 22:15-22.

Having Silenced his enemies with irrefut-
able arguimentation, Jesus now goes on the
offensive before the crowds and his dlsmples
Llsten as he fearlessly denounces the scribes

ehetr deeeo‘7 arlheeessa S o t?wo acscaor%m? éo
not perform.” BoIdIy, he pronounce a series

6 THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 15, 1998

examined by an inspector at the temple— for a
fee. Not wanting to risk having an animal reject-
ed after bringing it a long distance, many bought
a Levitically "approved" one from corrupt deal-
ers at the temple. "Many a poor peasant was
well fleeced there," says one scholar.

There is evidence that onetime high priest An-
nas and his family had a vested interest in the
temple merchants. Rabbinic writings speak of
"the [temple] Bazaars of the sons of Annas."
Revenue from the money changers and from the
sale of animals within the temple grounds was
one of their main sources of income. One scholar
says that Jesus' action in evicting the merchants
"was aimed not only at the prestige of the priests
but at their pockets.” Be that as it may, his ene-
mies surely wanted to do away with him!— Luke
19:45-48.

of woes on them, identifying them ag blind
quides and hypocrites. “Serpents, offspring
of vipers,” Jesus says, “how are you to flee
Er?orln ?tgte judgment of Gehenna?”=Matthew

These scathm% denunciations do not mean
that Jesus 1s blind to the ood points of oth-
ers, Latef he sees p% e drop money Into
the temple treasury cests Howtouchm? to
observe a needy WI ow drop .in her entire
means of living—two small coing worth very
little! With warm apprematton Jesus points
out that |n effect she has rog In far
more th an all w omade lavish contributions
“out of th etrsu rplus.” In his tender compas-
sion, Jesus, dee (Yapn_reuates whatever a
person is able td do

Jesus is now legving the temple for the
|ast time, Some of hig” disciples remark on
Its magnificence, that it 1S “adorned with
fine stones an dedtcated things. To thetr
surprise, Jesus replies: “The day SW| o
Inwhich not%sto euRonastonem
here and not pe't ro down.’ SLuk 215
As the apostles follow Jesus out of the con



gested city, they wonder what he could pos-

Sibly mean.

Well, a little later Jesus and his apos-
tles sit and enjoy the Reace and quiet of the
Mount of Olives, As t
did view of Jerusalem arid the temple, Peter,
James, John, and Andrew seek cIarrfrcatron
ofJesus starthnq prediction. “Tellus,” they

say, “When will these things be, and what

will be the sign of your presence and of the
conclusron of the s\%/stem of things?"—Mat-
thew 24:3; Mark 13:3

In reply the Master Teacher 8rves atru-
ly remarkable prophecy. He pre Icts severe
Wars, earth%ua es, food shor ages and pes-
tilences, Jesus also foretells thiat the dood
news of the Krngdom will e preached
throughaut the earth, “Then,” he wams,
“theré will be great trrbuIatron sych.as has
not occurred since the world’sh egrnnrnr% un-
til now, no, nor will occur again.™—Matthew
24:7 14, 21; Luke 21:10, 1T

The four apostles listen attentively as Je-

sus discusses other aspects of the ‘sign of

his presence ' He em hasrzes the negd to
kee on the watch.” Why? “Because,” says
‘@ou do not know on What day your Lord

ey take in the splen-

IS coming.”"—Matthew 24:.42; Mark 13:33,
3, 31.

This has been an unforgettable day for Je-
sus and his apostes It 55, in fact he last
of Jesus (pu rcrnrnrstr%/ efore rs ar-
ret trial, an executron Since 1t 1 getting
late, they start walking back the short drs
tance over the hill to Bethany.

Nisan 12 and 13

Jesus sepends Nisan 12 quietly with his dis-
ciples. He realizes that the religjous leaders
desperately want to kill him, and he does not
wa tthem to hinder his Passaver celebration
the following evenrng Mark 14:1, 2) The
next day, Nisan 13, péople are busy making
final arran%ements for'the Passover. Early
Inthe afternoon, Jesus send%Peter and John
to prepare the Passover for them in an upper
room in Jerusalem (Mark 14:12-16; Luke
22 8) A little before sundown, Jesus and the
other ten a ostles meet them there for their
last Passover celebration.

Nisan 14, After Sundown
Jerusalem is shrouded in the soft light of
dusk as the full moon rises over the Mount
of Olives. In a large furnished room, Jesus

THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 15, 1998 7



and the 12 are reclmm at a prepared table.
have greatly esrre ) eatt IS passover
wrth ou before syffer,” he says. (Luke 22
14, 15) After a while the apostles are sur-
prised 1o see Jesus get_up and put his outer
garments to one side. Taking a towel and a
asin of water, he begfms Was m% their feet,

Whatan unforgettab e lesson in
vicel—John 1372-15.

However, Jesus_knows that one of these
men—Judas Iscariot—has already arran ed
to betray him to the religious leaders.
derstandably, _he becomes very drstressed
One ofyou will etrag me, he reveals. The

gost es arehrdhlg/ gtrr ved at this. gMatthew

21,07) After celebrating the PasSover, Je
SUS teIIs Judas; “What you are doing get
done more quickly."—John 13:27.

Once Judas has left, Jesus introduces a
meal fo commemorate his impending death.
He takes a Ioaf of the unleav ned bread, ex-

ressest anks in prayer, breaks it, and in-
structst e llto Rar ake. Thrs means my
" he says, “which is to be given in your
be half. Keep doing this in remembrance of
me.” He then takes a cup of red wine. After
saying a blessing, he passes the cup to them,
tefling them to“drink out of It. Jesus adds:
“This means my ‘lood of the covenant,”
which is to be poured out in behalf of many
for forgrveness of sins.”—Luke
22:19, 20; Matthew 26:26-28.

‘During that momentous eve-
ning, Jesus teaches his faith-
ful “apostles man% valuable

umble ser-

lessons, and among these the
|mportance of brotherly love,
ohn 13:34, 3) He dssures
them that they will recerve
%Iiper the ho%s pirit, |
er ac ) errmms
all the thms e has fold them.
SJohn 14: Zg) Later in the eve-
ing, they must be very encour-

8 The watchtower— March is, 1998

aged to hear Jesus say a fervent ?rayer in
their behalf. (John, chapter 17) After smg-
ing songs of praise, theY leave the ubp

room and follow Jesus out into the cool Tate-

night air.

%rossmg the Kidron Valley, Jesus and his
apostles make their way to ‘one of their fa-
vorrte places, the garden of Gethsemane.
(John 18:1, 2) While his apostles wait, Jesus
?oes a short dlistance away to pray. His emo-
onal stress is more than words can describe
as he earnestly petitions God for help. (Luke
22:44) The very thought of the reproach that
would be heap&d on his dear heavenly Father
I he failed IS agonizing to the extréme.

Jesus has barely finished prayrng when
Judas Iscariot arrrves wrth a crowd carr?_({rng
swords, clubs, and torches. “Good day
bil” says Judas, kissing Jesus tendery This
is the Sjgnal for the men to arrest Jesus. All
of a sudden, Peter slashes out with his sword
and cuts off an ear of the. high priest’s slave,
“Return your sword to its “place,” says Je-
sus as hé heals the man’s ear.

All those who take the sword
will perish by the sword.”

—Matthew 26:47-52,



Everything happens so fast! Jesus is ar-
rested and bound. In fear and confusion, the

apostles abandon their Master and flee, Je-

sus is led away to Annas, the former hl%h
priest. Then he is taken to Caiaphas, the
Rresent hlgh priest, to be tried. In the early
ours of the morning, the Sanhedrin falsé-
ly charges Jesus with blasphemy. Next, Caia-
P_has has him taken to Roman governor Pon-
jus Pilate. He sends Jesus to Herod Antipas,
the ruler of Galilee. Herod and his quards
mock Jesus. Then he is sent back to Pilate.
Jesus’innocence is confirmed by Pilate, But
the Jewish religious leaders Pressure him to
condemn Jesus to death. After considerable
verbal and physical abuse, Jesus is taken out
to Golgotha where he is mercilessly nailed
to a torture stake and suffers an agonizing
death.—Mark 14:50-15:39; Luke 23:4-25.
_Itwould have been the 8reatest tragedy in
history if Jesus’ death ha
nent end to his life. H%)pny that was not the
case. On Nisan 16, 33 C.E.. his disciples were
amazed to find that he had been raised from

brou?ht aperma-

the dead. In time, more than 500, people were
able to verify that Jesus was again alive. And
40 days after his resurrection, a group of
faithful followers saw him ascend to heaven.
—Acts 1:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.

Jesus’ Life and You

How does this affect you—indeed, all of
us? Well, Jesus” ministry, death, and resur-
rection magnify Jehovah God and are cru-
clal to the outworking of His grand purpose.
(Colossians 1:18-20) They are of vital impor-
tance to us in that we can have our sins for-

Iven on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice and can

us have a jjersonal relationship with Jeho-
vah God.—John 14:6: 1John 2.1, 2.

Fven mankind’s dead are affected. Je-
sus’ resurrection. opens the way 1o brm%
them back to life in God’s promised Paradis
earth, (Luke 23:39-43; 1 Corinthians 15:20-

f you want to know more about such
matters, we Invite you to attend the Memo-
rial of Christ’s death on April 11, 1998, at
a Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
your area.
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laves

or Servan s M @od?

CCTEHOVAH'S WITNESSES are more or
I Iess to be admrrﬁd 0 st?tes the
German, book Seher, Grilbler, En-
thusiasten (Visionaries, Ponderers, Enthu-
siasts). Though somewhat critical of the
Witnésses, it admits: “In general, they live
blameless, middle-class lives, They are dil-
igent and conscientious In their work_are
quiet. crtrzens and honest taxpayers Th ey
refrarn rom mad y pursuing riches.
Their discipline a conventrons IS praise-
worthy. Therr sacrificial spirit is on a par
with any other religious group; as regards
the ministry they top allothers. But what
elevates thém aliove every qther Christian
church and group of our daY IS the_absolute-
ly unbreakdble determination with which
most of them proclaim thejr doctrines un-
der( al_ circumstances and in face of all
risks.”™

*The orr inal 1950 editio t contain the above

di
state 3 tpearancernt e P9g§ revrseaedrtr nhus
re%eaTNa trend toward a better understanding of Jeho-
van's Witnesses.

10 The watchtower— march 15,1998

Despite such a positive appraisal, some
VOICES try to present Jehovah’s Witnesses
in quite a different light, In most countries
around the world, the Witnesses have open-
ly performed their religious services for de-
cades Wrthout interference. Millions of peo-
Ple now them, resRect them, and agree
hat thw have a right to practice their re-
Irgron hy then, rs there anyuncertarnty

out who'Jehovah’s Witnesses are?

Perhaps one reason for the uncertainty
is that in recent times a number of othér
religious groups have become involved in
child abuse, mass suicides, and terrorist at-
tacks. Of course, aberrations [ike these are
everywhere, not merely among those who
are religious. As regards religion, however,
many peoPIe have Dbecome skeptical, some
even hosti

Dangers of Following Men
A “sect” has been defined as “a rirouir ad-
hering to a distinctive doctrine oro a lead-



er.” Similarly, those belonging to a “cult
have “great devotion to a person, idea, o
thing.” Actually, the members, of any re-
ligiots group Who strongly adhere to hu-
man leaders and their ideas are in danger
of_becomlnq slaves of men. A strong leader-
oriented rélationship can lead to" an un-
healthy emotional and spiritual dependen-
cy. Thé danger may be compounded when a
Person IS reared 1n a sectarian atmosphere
rom childhood.

. Those who have such concerns about a re-
ligion need reliable information. Some may
have been told that Jehovah’s Witnesses

belong to a rellglous organization tha en-
slaves” its members, exércises authoritari-
an control over them, unduly restricts their
freedom, and throws them out of step with
society as a whole.

Jehovah’s Witnesses know that these
concerns are unwarranted. Therefore, they
Invite you to check for yourself. After caré-
ful consideration, draw your own conclu-
sions. Are the Witnesses servants of God
as they claim, or actually slaves of men?
What 1s the source of théir strength? The
two articles on pages 12-23 will provide sat-
Isfying answers t0 such questions.

THE "ONE-FINGER BIBLE"

PARALYZED after being stricken
by illness, Joseph Schereschew-
sky could write only by typing, us-
ing one finger. Yet he reached
his goal— to translate the Bible into
Chinese, one of the most difficult
languages fora foreigner to master.

A Jew by birth, Schereschewsky
investigated and accepted Chris-
tianity as an adult. He eventually
became a missionary in China.
There, he participated in many translation proj-
ects, beginning as early as 1866 and continuing
into the first years of the 20th century. Because of
his Jewish background, Schereschewsky was much
more familiar with Hebrew than his fellow schol-
ars. Thus, he was entrusted with the translation of
the entire Hebrew Scriptures. Toward the end of
his long career, he also produced a Chinese trans-
lation of the whole Bible with references.

B
*
g} X | %grﬁ

m

%

Both images: Courtesy of
American Bible Society Archives

As a Bible translator, Joseph
Schereschewsky was an ardent
advocate of versions in the com-
mon language. But his task was
not an easy one. His contribu-
tion to the Chinese Bible is unique,
states The Book of a Thousand
Tongues, "because it was so com-
prehensive and was accomplished
against so many handicaps."

After Schereschewsky's hands
became paralyzed, he still forged ahead with
his work. Typing required great effort, since
he had lost normal use of his hands. He
therefore called this translation his one-finger
Bible. To produce it despite his handicaps,
Schereschewsky persevered for 25 years.
By not giving up, he shared in making God's
Word understandable in Chinese— the lan-
guage spoken by more people than any other.
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Dedicatic])cn and freedom
0

“For suchfreedom Christ set usfree. "—GALATIANS 5:1.

IBLE writers used several Hebrew  he also lovin lﬁ/ thought of non-lsraelites.
Band Greek words to convey the idea  He Instructed his eo%le In case an alien

of being separated, or sef apart, to re3|dent resides W|th YOU as an a |en |n
serve a sacred purpose. In English Bibles our land, goumust not mistreat im. T
these words are translated with words like a Ien re3|d Nt who resices as an alien Wlth
“dedication,” “Inauguration,” or “consecra- ?U should ecome t0 you like @ native
tion.” At times these terms are used in con- OUYS and you must love him as.your-
Pectl(l)n with strtthJturesl—genergllt God’s fan gr ou Carr;?n alleeno\r/ea |degltjsr |8 0tge
emple in_ancient Jerusalem and the wor-
shlpp carried on there. Seldom are these  (Levjticus 1%)33 32 enturies aler, God’s

standpomt was forcefully |mpresse u
words used in reference to secular matters. ihe abostle Peter, wino acknowe . pFor

Dedication to “the God of Israel” a Ceralnt | perceive that God 15 not par-
2 In 1513 B.C.E,, God delivered the Israel- “a Utl everynanon the man that fears
ites from Eqyptian sIaver;r] Shortlytherea lfﬂ and works rlghteousness Is acceptable
ter, he set them apart as his special people, m."—Acts 1
ST Tl ol ot B
with himself. They were told: “Now i
WI | strictly obey yvome and WI mdzed j B|8ye God ﬁvome afl kefpt 15 ovenant
keep my covenant, then you will certamy Would they be his “Special Oﬁe”
er peoples, b ecauseP ewoeeart eongs mentst tar reject{ng tEeEMtessmh se?t by
to me.” (Exodus 195: Psalm 135:4) Havmg eg ISt centur ney lost their

1
made the [sraelites his special proRer “V"% Posmon enovaf wa 0 ot
hoval couldrlghtfull be called “t odof

e 0 o é”gs@%d”l%%‘%éé p'e%%?'
Israel.”—Joshua 24
3 In making the Israelites his dedicated —éompare Matgn . 8 ,
people, Jehovah was not being partial, for ~ Dedication of “the Israel of God
LT Qat d(i\ the Hebrew and Gresk words 5Did this mean that Jehovah was now to

transiate cation, mauguratlon or "con- 4, What were the conditions of the. relation nip
secratlon chie
G J Qy counghoe/a rlghtfully be called “the SEWuee“ thde S(israel and did the ?sraefltes

[srael’ t‘%dld JesH]s megn gyhgeb Wﬁgc

Jehovah not sh tiality b
choosmgvygrsaeleagvt%s Bgopi gwmg partiatiy by 5%5&% aﬁsrae come In bemg
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be without a dedicated ﬁeo ple? No. Quat-
ing the psalmist, Jesus Christ foretold: *Did
you never read in the Scriptures, The stone
hat the builders re#ected is the one that
has become the chief cornerstone. From Je-
hovah this has come to be, and it is mar-
velous in our eyes”? This Is why | say to
you, The kingdom of God will be taken from
you and be given to a nation producing its
ruits.”—Matthew 21:42, 43,

6The “nation producrng its fruits
Broved to be the Christian "congregation.
uring his earthly sojourn, Jesus chose its
first prospectrve members. But on the day
of Pentecost 33 C.E, it was Jehovah God
himself who founded the Christian congre-
%atron by pouring out his holy spirit ui)on
its first ‘members, numberrngz about
(Acts 1:15; 2:1-4) As the apostle Peter lat-
er wrote, thrs newly formed congregation
then became “a chogen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for special
Possessron "Chosen for what reason? That
hey should “declare abroad the excellen-
cies of the one that called [them] out of
darkness into his wonderfu] light.” gl Peter
2:9) Christ’s followers, anointed with God’s
spirit, were now a dedicated nation, “the Is-
rael of God."—Galatians 6:16.

7A|though members of the holy natron
were a?eope for sPecra 0Ssession,” they
were not to be ensfaved. On the contrary,
they were to enjoy greater freedom than
that possessed by ‘the dedicated nation of
natural lIsrael. Jesus promised the pr ospec
tive members of this new nation: “You will
know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” (John 8:32) The apostle Paul pointed
out that Christians were set free from the

to e(rjtyoy and what were they therefore told to

avol

What wgre members of the Israel of God vg)wa/

requirements of the Law covenant. In this
regard he admonished fellow_believers in
(-alatia; “For such freedom Christ set us
free. Therefore stand fast, .and do not let
yourselves be confined agarn in a yoke of
Slavery."—Galatians 5:1.

8Unlike natural Israel of old, to this day
the Israel of God has strrct obe Ty[/]ed the re
quirements of 1ts dedication. This sh ou
ot be surprrsrng because Its members free-
ly chose to obey. Whereas members of nat-
ural lIsrael became dedrcated by reason of
birth, members of the Israel of God be-
came such by choice.. The Christian ar-
rangement thus stood in confrast with the
Jewish Law covenant, which imposed dedi-
cation upon individuals without allowing
them the freedom of choice.

9The prophet Jeremiah foretold a chanP
with regard to dedication when he wrofe:
““Look! "There are days comrng 'is th eut
terance of Jehovah, ‘and | will conclude
with the house of IsraeI and with the house
of Judah a new covepant; not one like the
covenant that | concluded with their fore-
fathers in the day of my taking hold of their
hand to bring them forth out of the land of
Egiypt “which covenant of mine they them
seves broke, aIthou& | myself had

bandly ownership of them,” s theutterance
ofJehovah For this 1s the covenant that |
shaII conclude with the house of Israel af
ter ose da mys "Is the utterance of Jeh ova

Iylawwrthrnt em, and in their

eart I s afl write jt. And I wil] become
their God, and they themselves will become
my people.”"—Jeremiah 31:31-33.

8. In wh t respect does the Chrr?tran arran gde
lent offer In rvrduda Hreater reedom th
that ex errence r the Law covenant?
ow r Jerewrah Indicate that th erg
da e wit ar to de 8atron
wou 0u sa %af} rca]te
em ers o

(Ij’IStI ns today" are the Israel o
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DHaving God's law “within them " writ-
ten, as it were, “in their heart,” mem-
bers of the Israel of God are moved to live
up to their dedication. Their motivation is
stronger than that of the natural Israelites,
who were dedicated by birth, not by choice.
Today, the strong motivation to do God’s
will,"as demonstrated by the Israel of God,
is shared by over five million fellow wor-
shipers throughout the world. They like-
wise have dedicated their lives to Jéhovah
God to do his will. Although these indivig-
uals do not have the hopeof heavenly life
as do those making up the Israel of God,
they regome inthe prosloect of I|vm% forever
on earth under the rule of God’s heavenly
ngfdom. They show appreciation for spif-
itual lsrael by actively sui),o_rtmq its few
remaining members in fulfilling Their as-
signment'to “declare abroad the excellen-
cies of the one that called Phemj out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

Wisely Exercising God-Given Freedom

1.God created humans to treasure free-
dom. He granted them the capam(tjy of free
will. The™first human couple made use of
their freedom of choice. However, they un-

t. With what capacity was man created, and
D shouldl b gy

In Our Next Issue
The Family— A Human Necessity!
A Book for All People

Do You Respect Their Dignity?
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wisely and unIovmg%y made a choice that
led to disaster both for them and for their
offspring. Still, this_clearly demonstrates
that Jehovah never forces intelligent crea-
tures to take a course contrary to their
inner motives or desires. And Since “God
loves a cheerful giver,” the only dedica-
tion acceptable to himis one based on love,
one made willingly with cheerfulness, one
founded on freedom of choice. (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:7) Any other kind is unacceptable.
RInfull recognition of this requirement,
Jehovah’s Witnesses advocate the dedi-
cating of oneself to God, but they never
coerce anyone into making such a"dedica-
tion, not even their own children. In con-
trast with many churches, the Witnesses do
not haptize their offspring as infants, as if
It were Rossmle to force them into dedica-
tion without the benefit of personal choice.
The Scngtural pattern to follow is the one
followed by the young man Timothy, As an
adult, he was told by the apostle Paul: “Con-
tinue in the thingS that you learned an
were persuaded to believe, knowing from
what persons you learned them and that
from infancy you have known the holy writ-
mgs, which"are able to make you wise for
salvation through the faith in connection
with Christ Jesus."—2 Timothy 3:14,15.
Blt i not_evvorth% that Timothy knew
the hoIY writings Decause he had been
tau%ht hem from Infancy. He had been
P_er uaded—not forced—to believe Chris-
lan teachings bﬁ his_mother and grand-
mother. (2 Timothy 1:5% As a result, Timo-
thy saw the wisdom of becoming a followey
of Christ and thus made, thé personal
choice of Christian dedication. In modern

12, 13. does Timothy serve as a pattern for
[oqer C ﬁ\gtreﬁnmg, ann{ to what haéJ ms exam-
Be ed many youngpeople?



In ancient Israel,
dedication to God was
a matter of birth

times, tens of thousands
of young men and wom-
en whose parents are Je-
hovah's Witnesses have
followed this_example.
gPsaIm 110:3) Others
ave not. It is amatter of
personal choice,

oosing ta Be

a%i]ave og\}\ﬂwom?

¥No human is total-
ly free. Everyone is re-
stricted, in his freedom
by physical laws, such as
the law of gravity, which
cannot, be |?no_red with
Impunity. Also in a spir-
itual sénse, no one is
totally free. Paul rea-
soned; Do?éou not know
that If you keep present-
Ing yourselves to anyone _
as sfaves to obey him, you are slaves of him
because you oliey himi, either of Sin with
death in"view of of obedience with righ-
teousness In view?"—Romans 6:16.

]iThe idea of heing someone’s slave
strikes most people as unpleasant. Yet, In

#‘ee{ér%t does Romans 6:16 tell us about total
5, (a) How d le feel about being slaves,
5 e o o o S
priate questions mig 5

t'we ask ourselves?

today’s world the reality is that people of-
ten et themselves be manipulated and in-
fluenced in so many subtle ways that they
end UR involuntarily doing what others
want them to do. For instance, the advertis-
ing industry and the entertainment world
endeavor to'press people into a mold, estab-
lishing standards for'them to follow. Polit-
ical and religious organizations get people
to support their ideas and goals, not always

thewatchtower— march i5, i998 15



Christian dedication is a matter of choice

by means of convincing arguments, but of-
ten by gpealmg to a Sensé of solidarity or
loyalty. Since Paul noted that e are the
slaves of those whom we obey,” each of us
does well to ask himself, “Of whom am |
a slave? Who exercises the greatest influ-
ence on my decisions and my way of life?
Do I’e|lg|IOUS clergymen, political’ leaders,
financial tycoons, Or entertainment person-
alities? Whom do I obey—God or men?”

“ Christians do not view obedience to
God as an unwarranted infringement upon
personal freedom, They Wlllln?ly exercise
their freedom in the manngr of their Exem-
plar, Jesus Christ, bringing personal de-
sires and priorities into line with Gods
will. (John 5:30; 6:38) They deveIoP “the
mind of Christ,” submitting themselves to

16, Inv¥hat sense are Christians a es of od
and what IS the proper view ot such slave

16 The Watchtower— March i5, i998

hlans 214 16: Colossians "1:15-18) This. is
muc like 2 woman who marries and will-
Ing fy cooRerates with the man she loves.
act, the bod of anointed Chrlstlans

|s SROken of aS & chaste vi gln promlse
to the Christ in marriage.—2 Corinthians
112 Ephe3|an3523 24" Revelation 19:7, 8,
TEach of Jehovahs Wltnesses wheth-
er he has a heaven g ? pe or an earthly
one, has madeapers na ded|cat|on to God
to do his will and to ob e%/ "ﬂ as Ruler.
For each Witness, dedication has been a
Persona choice to become a slave of God
N preference to remamm% a slave of men.
This |s in harmony with the ap ostle Pauls

him as Head of the congregation. jl Corin-

coun% - “You were b %%; ht WI'[ %
stop Sgomlng slaves of men. —1C0r|nt
ans 7

1. WQat ha all of Jehovah's Witnesses cho-
Sen to become



Learning to Benefit Ourselves

BBefore a person. can qualify to become
one of Jehovah's Witnesses, hé must meet
Scriptural qualifications. Elders exercise
care in determining if a potential Wit-
ness truly understands the implications of
Christiari dedication. Does he really want to
be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? IS he will-
ing. to live up to what this entails? If not,
he'is ineligible for baptism. _

DIf an individual meets all the require-
ments, however, why should he be criti-
cized for vquntanIY mak_ln? a personal de-
cision to let himself be influenced by God
and by His inspired Word? Is it less ac-
ceptable to let oneself be influenced by
God than by men? Or is this of any less
benefit? Jehovah’s Witnesses do not think
s0. They wholeheartedly agree with God's
words written down by Tsajah: “I, Jehovah,
am your God, the One'teaching you to ben-
efit yourself, the One causing you to tread
in the way inwhich you should walk."—Isa-
iah 48:17. _
~ DBible truth frees People from believ-
mq false religious, doctrines, such as eter-
nal torment in a fiery hell. (Ecclesiastes 9:
5,10) Instead, it fills their hearts with grat-
itude for the true hope for the dead—the
resurrection made possible on the basis of
Jesus Christ’s ransom sacrifice. (Matthew
20:28; Acts 24:15; Romans 6:23) Bible truth
frees people from the frustrations of reIY-
|nﬂ on political promises that consistently
fall short. Instead, it causes their hearts to
overflow with joy at knowing that Jehovah's

%gp t\l/é/#]gn does a potential Witness qualify for
é?g%&&?% e detat servant

%Pmrl]r,} what respects are people freed by Bible

Kingdom already rules in the heavens an
will"shortly rule” over the entire earth, Bi-
ble truth frees P_eople from practices that,
although appealing to the fallen flesh, dis-
honor God’ and exact a heavy toll in the
form of failed relationships, Sickness, and
premature death. In short, being a slave
of God Is exceedingly more beneficial than
being a slave of men, In fact, dedication
to God promises benefits “in this period of
time... and In the commq_system of things
everlasting life."—Mark 10:29, 30.

Jehovah’s Witnesses today did not be-
come part of a dedicated nation” by birth
as did the Israelites of old. The Witness-
es are part of a conq_regatlon of dedicated
Christians. Each baptizéd Witness has be-
come such by individually exermsmg free-
dom of choicg in makln[g a dedication. In-
deed. for Jehovah’s Witnesses, dedication
results 1 a warm personal refationship
with God marked by willing service to him.
This joyful relationship they wholehearted-
y desire to maintain, forever holding fast
to the freedom for which Jesus Christ set
them free.

A g e o

How Would You Answer?

O Why was God not partial in choos-
ing Israel to become his "special
property"?

0O Why would you say that Christian

dedication does not entail a loss of
freedom?

O What are the benefits of dedication
to Jehovah God?

O Why is it better to be a servant of
Jehovah than a slave of men?
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Livin C9 up to Christian
DICATION IN FREEDOI\/I
“Where the spi_rizt gggema/hl\:g ?there isfreedom.

HOVAR'S, WITNESSES believe that system of thrn%s for Jesus also said: “This
herr religion will Tast forever Th e%/ goo newso the kingdom will be preache
herefore anticipate serving God “with M all the inhabited earth for awitness to al|
rrrt and truth for all eternity. (John 4:23,the nations; and then the end will come.
s free moral a?ents these_ Christians BIVI tthew 243, 14) Each year, printing
ave made an unreserved dedicationto Jeho- ~ plants of the Watch 0W€f Society and sin-
vah God and are determined to live up toit. ~ Ilar leﬂal lﬁ)dles SfUBP Y Jehovah %Wrtness-
Tothat end, they rely on God’s Word and on eswit IOHS? bles, books, brochure
his holy spirit. As they wholeheartedly pur-  and ma azrnes or use rn therr worldwide
sue their course of Christian dedication in Preacfr actrvrg/bT 1ese e%a enértres arej
od-given freedom, the Witnesses show due herefore” invaluable In helping gedicate
respect for the role of governmental “supe-  Servants of Godto live up to therr dedication
Irrorlauthorrtresd and  make E/Fjoper usleﬁf o hImSomeone - that the way the
egal means and provisions. (Romans
Times 195 Forrn%tance the Witnesses use Wrtsnesses speek 200 ?tehe atﬁ ) Tol-
the Watch Tower Saciety as a legal instru- er oclet trtporrte t%ten \Aust tte ocl-
?nt—one of many in varjous lands—to en- tehy —Ind ia est na e% tEWI t'dS mare
able them to accorplish thelr work of help- rantat I nf torte N0 Cort]tSIr
ing fellow humans, especially in spiritual ~ §F 4 19, ¥ Tﬁe e %vl g n}taneesss-
ways. But the Witnesses are dedrcated to s—Dro armers 0? 0 S Kin
God, not to any legal sgency and their ded- 52 94N oe 0. E{N?r |,']
ication to Jehovah will Tast Torever. aichtoler | ur¥e 1?938 el o Tha
2 As servants dedicated to God, Jehovah'sSocyety *this meant. ot a pere leqal instru-
Witnesses are oblrgated t?f oll wJefus - mentalit l)u he bodv of ano n? rrs-
structronsto ‘make rscrpeso H]opeo al  tan thg't 3 tormedth entrt A
the natlons aptlzm them |n e name of used it.” T eex ressiont ere ore stood R)r

the Father and of the Son and of the holy e }art uaﬂ lscreehSIave” Matthew

spirit, teaching them.” (Matthew 26:19, 2
T[hrs work vvrllgcontrnue(untrl the end of the égn%5a|||tylsulsgé r'ﬁesergsr?nt ?ﬁéhgoc.'e‘t@esses

1 Towh eJeh vahsWrtnes s dedicated,
q S)e Tract- élcslfg%q(l) 7 {893y fhe Watchtower Bible and

are é/ S done ocr nd simi- .
vahsqh%/ encrr;s greatly apprecrae % JS ﬁterlrfr \lrjvshea hS N drrt gegg ah J/\lrtnesses for-
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The first-century governing body preserved unity of doctrine

course, the legal corporation and “the faith-
ful and discréet slave” are not interchange-
able terms. Directors of the Watch Tower
Society are elected, whereas Witnesses who
make uR the faithful slave’ are anointed by
Jehovah’s holy spirit. _

4 Inorder to avoid misunderstandings, Je-
hovah’s Witnesses try to be carefu| about
how they express themselves. Instead of say-
ing, “the Society teaches,” many Witnesses
prefer to use such expressions as, “the Bible
says” or, “l understand the Bible to teach.”
In‘this waY they emphasize the personal de-
cision that each Witness has made in ac-
cepting Bible teachings and also avoid giv-
ing thé false impression that Witnesses are

somehow bound to the dictates of some reli-

4, (a) How do many. Witnesses ex rgs m-
R e

glous_ sect. Of course, suggestions as regards
erminology should never hecome a subject
of controversy. After all, terminology IS of
importance only to the extent that'it pre-
vents misunderstandings. Christian balance
IS required. The Bible admonishes us “not to
fight about words.” (2 Timothy 2:14,15) The
Scrlptures also state this principle: “Unless
you through the to_nrq_ue utter speech easily
understood, how will'it be knownwhat is be-
ing spoken?”—1 Corinthians 14:9.

God’s Spir
Reduces tﬂesNegd For Rules
5 “Allthings are lawful; but not all things
are advantageous,” noted the apostle Paul,
He added: “All things are lawful; but not
all things build up,” (1 Corinthians. 10:
23) Paul"obviously did not mean that it is

5. How is 1 Corinthians 10:23 to be understood?
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lawful to do things that God’s Word ex-
Eressly condemns.” Compared to the some
00 laws given to ancient Israel, there are
comparatively few explicit commands reg-
ulatm? Christian life, Hence, many matters
are left to individual conscience. A person
who has made a dedication to Jehovah en-
{)oys the freedom that results from guidance
y God’s spirit. Having made the fruth his
own, a Christian follows his Bible-trained
conscience and relies on God’s. direction by
holy spirit. This helps the_dedicated Chris-
tian to determine what will “build up” and
be “advantageous” for himself and others,
He realizes that the decisions he makes will
affect his personal relationship with God,
to whom he is dedicated.
6A Witness demonstrates that he has
made the truth his own by commenting at
Christian meetings. At first, he may re-
cite what is stated in the publication being
studied. In time, however, he will progress
to the point of expressing Bible teachings
in his own words. He thus gives evidence
that he is developing his thinking ability,
not m_ereIY repeating what others have said.
Framing thoughts in his own words and ex-
Pressmg correct words of truth in a heart-
elt way will bring him delight and show
that he’is convinced in his own mind.—Ec-
clesiastes 12:10; compare Romans 14:5b.
TJehovah’s Witnesses are motivated b
love for God and their fellow humans, (Maf-
thew 22:36-40) True, they are closely knit
together by the bond of Christlike love as a
worldwide™ association of brothers. (Colos-
sians 3:14: 1 Peter 5.9) But as a free moral
agent, each one has personally decided to
declare the good news of God’s Kingdom, to

6, At Christian meetings, how can we demon-
et b
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remain politically neutral, to abstain from
blood, to avoid certain types of entertain-
ment, and to live by Bible standards. These
are not decisions forced upon them. They
are decisions that fall within the frame-
work of a way of life freely chosen by Po-
tential Witnesses before they ever take the
step of Christian dedication.

Accountable to a Governm(I; Body?

. 8The Bible clearly shows that true Chris-
tians do not serve ‘God under coercion. It
says. “Jehovah is the Sﬁmt;_and where
the spirit of Jehovah is, there is freedom.”
(2 Corinthians 3:1_7% But how can this fact
be harmonized with the idea of a “faith-
ful and discreet slave” with its Governing
Body?—Matthew 24:45-47.

. 9T answer this question, we must kee

in.mind the_ Scriptural rmuEIe of head-
ship. (L Corinthians 11.3) At Ephesians 5:
21-24, Christ is identified as “head of the
congregation,” the one to whom it is “in
subjection.” Jehovah's Witnesses under-
stand that the faithful and discreet slave is
made up of Jesus’ spiritual brothers. (He-
brews 2:10-13) This faithful slave class has
been appointed to provide God’s people
with spiritual “food at the proper time.” In
this time of the end, Christ has appointed
this slave “over all his belongings.” Its po-
sition therefore merits the réspect of any-
one claiming to be a Christian.

DThe purpose of headship is to preserve
unity and ensure that “all things take place
decently and by arrangement.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 14:40) To achieve this in the first cen-
tury, a number of anointed Christians from

8. What question needs to be Qlarifi(elji? _
e g

! ]IO' '@) e0 reqal
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the faithful and discreet slave class were
chosen to represent the entire group. As
subsequent events proved the supervision
exercrse by] thig Tirst century governrng

ovan’s approval and"blessing.
Frrst century Christians gladly accepted
the arrangement. Yes, they actually wel-
comed andwere grateful for the fine results
it produced.—Acts 15:1-32.

1 The value of such an arrangement still
exists. Presently, the Govemning Body of
Jehovah’s Witnesses is composed often
anointed Christians, all with decades of
Christian_experience behind them. The
offer spiritual direction to Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, as did the first-century governing
body. (Acts 16:4) Like the early Christians,
the"Witnesses gladly look to the mature
brothers of the overnrng Body, for Bible-
based direction and guidance |n matters
of worshrp Though members of the Gov-
eri ? Body are Slaves of Jehovah and of
Christ, as are their fellow Christians, the
Bi ble instructs us: “Be obedient to those
who are_taking the lead among you and be
submissive, for they are keeprng Watch over
your souls as thosé who will rénder an ac-
count; that they may do this with joy and
not with sighing, for this would be damag-
ing to you."—Hebrews 13:17.

Does the position of oversight that the
Scriptures assign the Governing Body
mean that each” of Jehovah's Witnesses
must render to it an account of his works?
Not according to Paul’s words to Christians
In Rome: “Why do you judge your brother?
Or Why do you also fook down on'your broth-
er? For we shall all stand before the judg-
ment seat of God ... Each of us will rendgr

%1 How (%rould the present-day Governing Body

o whom mu;t each individual Christian
render an accoun

an account for himself to God."—Romans
14:10-12,

Bls it not true, however, that individy-
al Witnesses are expected to report their
preachrng activity? Yes, but the purpose of
his is cléarly explained in a Withess hand-
book, which” says: “Early followers of Je-
sus Ghrist took nterest |n re orts of BrOR
ress in the preaching work. S
the work prospered, statrstrcal re orts were
compiled along with accounts of outstand-
mg experienceés of those having a share in
pr achrng/ the good news. . . . (Acts 2:5-11,

How encouraging
|t was for those faithful Christian work-
ers to_hear reports of what was being ac-
complished! ... In like manner, Jehovah's
modern-ay organization endeavors to keep
precrse records of the Work berng done in
ulfillment of Matthew 24

UThe Governrng‘ Body |s a Iovrng provr
sion and an.example of faith wortyo Im-
itation. (Philippians 3:17; Hebrews
their aghering to and following Chrrst as
a model, they can echo Paul’s words: “Not
that we are the masters over your farth
but we are fellow workers for your joy, for
It 15 by your faith that you aré standrng
2 Coririthians 1:24) By observing trends,
he Governrng Body draws attentron to the
henefits of eedrnag i ecop)nse offers
suggestions about pp yrn% le laws and
principles, wams of hidden dangers, and
nrovides “fellow workers needed encour-
a?ement It thus drscharges Its Christian

ewardship, helps them fo maintain their
oy tl s them up In faith so that the

nstand irm.—1Corinthians 4:1, 2; Titus

i?%gdo Jehoyahs Witnesses report their
inthians 1:24 apply. to
) i el

tl n ?1 persona ECISIOHS in
recognition O what Tact
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BIf a Witness makes decisions on the
basis of Bible counsel offered hy the Gov-
erning Body, he does so of his own vo-
lition "because his own study of the Bible
has convinced him that this is the prop-
er course. Each Witness is influenced by
God’s own Word to apRIy sound Scriptur-
al counsel offered bzt ¢ Governing Boay,
in_full reco%nltlon that decisions hé makes
will affect his personal relationship with
God, to2 vilgom he is dedicated.—1 Thessalo-
nians 2:13.

Students and Soldiers

1B6But if decisions as to conduct are a
personal_ matter, why are some of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses disfellowshipped? Nobody
arbltr_arllly determines that the practice of
aparticufar sin requires disfellowshipping,
Rather, this action is ScnPturaIIy required
only when a member of the congregation
unrepentantly en?age_s i gross sins, such
as those enumerated in the 5th chapter of

£ A T R

How Would You Answer?

O How do the Watch Tower Society
and similar legal agencies help Jeho-
vah's Witnesses?

O How do Christians benefit from the
role of the Governing Body of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses?

O Why do Jehovah's people report
their preaching activity?

O Under what circumstances is disfel-
lowshipping of a dedicated Christian
appropriate?
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First Corinthians. Thus, while a Christian
may be disfellowshipped for practicing for-
nication, this occurs only if the individual
refuses to accept the spiritual assistance of
Iovm? shepherds. Jehovah’s Witnesses are
not alone in following this Christian prac-
tice. The Encyclo?e_ ja 0f R_ellt_alon notes:
f‘Anchom_mumtyc aims the right to protect
itself against nonconforming members who
may thieaten the common welfare, In a re-
ligious setting this right has often been
réinforced bythe beliéf that the sanction
[of excommdnication] affects one’s stand-
Ing before God.”

17Jehovah’s Witnesses are students of
the Bible. (Joshua 18 Psalm 1:2; Acts 17:
11) The pragram of Bible education provid-
ed by the Governing Body might be com-
Bared to a school curriculim outlined téy_a
poard of education. Although the board is
itself not the source of the material being
taught, it does set up the curriculum, deter-
mine the method of instruction, and issue
necessar?/ directives. If anyone flagrantly
refuses fo live according to the. require-
ments of the institution, Creates difficulties
for fellow students, or brmqs disgrace upon
the school, he can be expélled. The school
authorities have the right to act for the ben-
efit of the students as'a whole, _

BBesides being students, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses are soldiers of Jesus Christ, in-
structed to “fight the fine fight of the
faith.” (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3) Nat-
urally, persistent conduct unbecoming a
Christian soldier may incur divine disap-
proval. As an individual endowed with free-
dom of choice, a Christian soldier can de-
cide as he wishes, but_he must bear the
consequences of his decision. Paul reasons:

s%p%?hg ogv”mlsqutetgg propriety of disfellow-



“No man serving as_a soldier involves him- Around the world, Jehovah's
self in the commercial busmesses ofhfe |n Witnesses enjoy the freedom for which
order that he ma Igamt eapgrova of t Christ set them free
one who enrolled Rim as a soldier ore-

over, if anyone contends even in the games

he IS not growned unless he has con?en ed Sl?,\,’ﬁa thgﬂeff}geﬁgrﬂe‘%g‘}at@%,%ﬁ%ﬂ?,@% %gt
according to the rules. %ZT'mﬁthy 2f4 h5) (R res they et God’s spirit and fis

Mature hnsgans inclu 'ngt 0%, 0 é € Word govern thejr lives as they serve it
Governmg ody, remain whally at the ais- egiy ity theyr brothers in tHe congrega-
posal of the|rLeader JesusChrlst kee N0 fiod of God. ép3a|m 133:1) The evidenes
the rules” so { att ey can wmte 28 of this should also erase an uncertaint

"0 Donot the facts make cIear that Jeho- yt‘reeﬁa‘%hmé%tdtheyyscﬁgsm(fn Jle#]mr%a s V

vah’s Witnesses are servants of God, not  hag trusted, and’I have heen helped. sot at

my heart exults and W|thm ong | shall
cjiedl 1\”” wrﬂa egartlhv?/ef gtguz%ke)gut Chrgtian IaEJ/d him."—Psalm 28 Y g
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Did
[ale

ot Make
ame or

hemselves

HE Bible does not name the build-
ers of the infamous tower of Babel.
The account states: “They now said:

‘Come on! Let us build ourselves a city
also a tower with its top in the heavens,

|et us make a celebrated name for oursglves,
for fear we may be scattered over all the
surface of the earth.™—Genesis 11:4

Who were “they”™? This event took place
some 200 years after the Flood. By then
Noah, about 800 years old, lived amonﬁ
thousands of his ‘descendants. They a
spoke the same language and lived togeth-
erin the ?eneral aréa where he and his sons
settled after the Flood. (Genesis 11:1) At
ome point in. time, a portion of this en-
large J)opulatton moved eastward and “dis:
covere avallezy plain in the land of Shinar.”
—Genesis 11;

An Utter Failure

It was in this valley that the o decid-
ed to rebel against God. How s0? Well, Je-
hovah God had expressed his purpose when
he commanded the first human' couple to
“be fruitful and become many and fill the
earth.” (Genesis 1. 8r)Th|s w4s repeated to
Noah andl his sons after the Flood. God jn-
structed them: “As for you men, be fruitful
and become many, make the earth swarm
with you and become many in jt.” (Genesis
9:7) In opposition to Jehovah’s direction, the
peo IebuntacnP/sothat they would not * he

sca tered over all the surface of the earth.”
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These Reople also began fo build a tow-
er with the purﬁose of maktn% a celebrat-
ed name” for themselves. But contrary to
aiftelr exoectatlons they did not complete

struction of the tower. The Bible record

ows that Jehovah confused their Ianguage
so thatte cou not un %rstan one an-
other. *Accordingly,” says the inspired ac-
count, Jehovah Scattered them from there
over all the surface of the earth, and they
graduall 7y left off building the city."—Gen-
Bsis 1

The complete failure of this venture i
highlighted by the fact that the names of
the builders riever became “celebrated,” o
well-known. Actually, their names are un-
known and have been erased from human
history. But what about Nimrod, Noah’s

reat-grandson? Was he not tae leader of

is rebellion against God? Is not his name
well-known?

Nimrod—An Insolent Rebel
Doubtless, Nimrod was the ringleader.
Gene3|s chaPter 10 introduces him as “a
g er_jn qpposition t(]) Jehovah.”

|s 109 The Santures also sa that
ema de the start In ecomtng8 r%
one in the earth.” Gene5|s 10 |_? Nimrod
Was a warrior, amano violence. e ecame
the first human ruler after the Flood. ap-
poinfing himself as ktng Nimrod was also
a builder. The Bible credits him with beln(I;
the founder ofetght cities, including Babe
—Genesis 10:10-12




‘Hence, Nimrod—an opposer of God, a  en by his contemporaries, and thus have be-
king of Babel, and a constructor of cit-  comé a proper name.” In a footnote, Keil
les—undoubtedly shared in building the  quotes historian Jacob Perizonius as writ-

tower of Babel."Did he not make a cele- in%: “I 'would believe that this man [Nim-

brated name for himself? Concerning the  rod], as a ferocious hunter and surrounded

name Nimrod, Orientalist E. F. C. Rosen- by gand of comrades, in order to incite the
¢

muller wrote: “The name was given to Nim- - yast to rehellion, always had in his mouth
rod from ~ [ma-radn’], e rebelled, h8n€legeminated that woyrd ‘nimrod, nimrod,’
fected,”according to the Hebrew meaning.”™  that™s “Let us rebell Let us rebel!” Hence.
Then Rosenmuller explains that “Orientals later times, he was desi%nated by others,

e o sl et Rnbl o 20

V,#g'nﬁhb%‘fwgg,}hneérﬁes“a”,}g%h?ﬂ“gasz'é}?nggree' Clearly, Nimrod did not make a celebrat-

Several scholars share the opinion that ed name forhimself._ The name given to him

the name Nimrod was not_a name given at birth apparently is unknown. It has been

at birth. Rather, they consider it fo e a erased from history, as have the names of
name given [ater to suit his rebellious char-  hose who followed his lead. He did not even

acter after it became manifest, For exam-  leave any offspring to carry his name. In-

le. C. F. Keil states: “The name itself, Njm-  stead of receiving glory and fame, he has
Pod from n%a—ra(?h'], Wewillre\l/olt,’ oints  been vested with ?n am.yy- The name Nimrod

to some Violent resistance to God. It is so  has forever labeled him an insolent rebel
characteristic that it can only have been giv-  who foolishly challenged Jehovah God.
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CONSTANTINE THE GREAT
A Champion o fChristianity?

Roman Emperor Constantine is among
thefew men whose name history has embellished with
theterm “G r e a t . ”Christendom has added the expressio
S a 1 nt, ™thirteenth apostle, "holy ec
and chosenby God's Providence to accomplish the greatest
turnabout in the whole world.’A t the other end
0 fthe spectrum, some describe Constantine as
“vloodstained, stigmatized by countless enormities
andfull ofdeceit,... a hideous tyrant,
guilty ofhorrid crimes.

ANY professing Chris- - “saints.” Their festival is celebrat-
tians ‘have been taught yt ed on June 3 or according to the
that Constantine the W r m i church calendar, on May 21,
reM Was one of Chnshamtx’s | Who really was Constantine the
most. praminent, benefactors. They . Great? What'was his role in the de-
credit him with” divP~inor PMiio- uplnAnon+ pf darsdlip PvivicHar
Hagstfeamaiie mis<

religiqus, freedom,
over, 1t is widely h
that he was a faith
ful footstep follow-
er of Jesus Christ
with a strong de-

sire to advance the

Christian cause.

The Eastern Ortho-
dox Church and th
Coptic Church hi
declared both Cor
tine and his mothe
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ing on the Danube under orders from
Emperor Galerius, Constantine. refurned to
his dying father’s side In Britain in the
ear 306 C.E. Soon after his father’s death,
onstantine was raised to the status of an
emperor by the army. o

At that time, five other individuals
claimed that they were Augusti. The Renod
between 306 and 324 C.E., after which Con-
stantine became sole imperator, was a time
of unremitting civil war. Victory in two
sets of campaigns guaranteed Constantine
a place in Roman history and made him the
sole ruler of the Romari Empire.

In 312 C.E., Constantine defeated his op-
ponent Maxentius in the battle of the Mil-
vian Bridge outside Rome. Christian apol-
ogists claimed that during that campaign,
there appeared under the sun a flaming
cross bearing the Latin words In hoc sig-
no vinces, meaning “In this sign conquer.”
It is also held that in a dream, Constan-
tine was told to paint the first two letters
of Christ’s name in Greek on the shields of
his troops. However, this story suffers from
map:\r] anachronisms. The book A History
of Christianity states: “There is a conflict
of evidence ahout the exact time, place and
details of this vision.” Welcoming Constan-
tine in Rome, a pagan Senate declared him
chief Augustus and Pontifex Maximus, that
IS, high priest of the pagan religion of the
empire. _

In 313 C.E., Constantine, arranged a part-
nership with Emperor Licinius, fuler of the
eastern provinces. By means of the Edict
of Milan, together théy granted freedom of
worship and equal rights to all religious
groups. Many_ historins, however, down-
play the significance of this document, say-
Ing that it'was just a routine official Jetter
and not a major’imperial document signal-
Ing a change of policy toward Christianity.

Within the next ten years, Constantine
defeated his [ast remaining rival, Licinius,
and became the undisputed ruler of the Ro-
man wold. In 325 C.E,, as yet unbaptized,
he presided over the first great ecumeni-
cal council of the “Christian™ church, which
condemned Arianism and drew up a state-
(r:nentd of essential beliefs called the Nicene

reed.

Constantine fell terminally ill in the year
337 CE. Atthat late hour of his life, he'was
baptized, and then he died. After his death
th% Senate placed him among the Roman
gods.

Religion in Constantine’s Strate_?y

With" reference to the general attitude
that Roman emperors of the third and
fourth cenfuries hfﬁi toward rehgmn, the
book Istoria tou Ellintkou Ethnous (His-
tory of the Greek Nation) says: “Even when
those who occupied the imperial throne did
not have such profoundly religious disposi-
tions, surrendering to the mood of the era,
they found it necessary to give rellglon pre-
cedence within the framework of their po-
litical schemes, to lend at least a religious
flavor to their actions, _

Certainly, Constantine was.a man of his
era. At the b%glnnmg of his career, he
needed some “divine” patronage, and this
could not be provided by the”fading Ro-
man gods. The_ empire, including its reli-
gion and other institutions, was in decline,
and something new and_ invigorating was
needed fo, reconsolidate it. The encyClope-
dia Hidria says; “Constantine was espe-
cially interested in Christianity because it
bacKed up not onIK,ms vigtory but also the
reorganization of his empire. The Christian
churches. that existed everywhere became
his political support. ... He surrounded
himself with the great prelates of the times
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CONSTANTINE AND THE COUNCIL OF NICAEA

What role did the unbaptized Emperor Con-
stantine play at the Council of Nicaea? The
Encyclopedia Britannica states: "Constantine
himself presided, actively guiding the discus-
sions . . . Overawed by the emperor, the
bishops, with two exceptions only, signed the
creed, many of them much against their incli-
nation."

After two months of furious religious debate,
this pagan politician intervened and decided in
favor of those who said that Jesus was God.
But why? "Constantine had basically no under-
standing whatsoever of the questions that were
being asked in Greek theology," says A Short
History of Christian Doctrine. What he did un-

.. ., and he requested that they keep their
unity intact.” o
Constantine sensed that the “Christian”
rellglon—albelt apostate and deeply cor-
rupted by then—could be effectively uti-
lized as & revitalizing and uniting force to
serve his grand scheme for imperial domi-
nation., Allopting the foundations of apos-
tate Christianity to_gain support in fur-
therln_? his own political ends, he decided
to unify the people under one “catholic,”
or universal, religion. Pagan customs and
celebrations were (Tuven “Christian” names.
And “Christian” clergymen were given the
status, salary, and infliential clout’of pagan
priests. ,
Seeking_religious harmony for political
reasons, Constantine quickly crushed any
dissenting voices, not on the grounds of doc-
trinal truth,_but on the hadis of majority
acceptance, The profound dogmatic differ-
ences within the badly divided “Christian”
church gave him the opp_ortunlt%/ to inter-
vene as a “God-sent” megiator. Through his
dealings with the Donatists in North™Afri-
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derstand was that religious division was a
threat to his empire, and he was determined
to solidify his empire.

Regarding the final document that was draft-
ed in Nicaea under Constantine's auspices, /s-
toria tou Ellinikou Ethnous (History of the Greek
Nation) observes: "It shows [Constantine's] in-
difference to doctrinal matters, . . . his stub-
born insistence in trying to restore unity within
the church at any cost, and finally his convic-
tion that as 'bishop of those outside the church'
he had the final say about any religious mat-
ter." Could God's spirit possibly have been be-
hind the decisions made at that council?— Com-
pare Acts 15:28, 29.

ca and the followers of Arius in the east-
ern portion of the empire, he quickly dis-
covered that persuasion was not enoligh to
forge a solid, unified faith.* It was in an at-
tempt to resolve the Arian controversy that
he convened the first ecumenical council in
the history of the church.—See box “Con-
stantine and the Council of Nicaea.”

Concerning Constantine, historian Paul
Johnson states; “One of his main reasons
for tqleratln%_Chrlstlath may have been
that |t_?ave imself and the State the op-
portunity to control the Church's policy
on orthodoxy and the treatment of hetero-
doxy.”

*Donatism was a “Christian” sect of the fourth
and fifth centuries CE. Its adherents claimed that
the validity of the sacraments depends on the moral
chara te{mf the minister %nd that the ct]urch must

excluge from its members Ity of seri-

ICD P_eople”gu
ous sin. Arianism was a “Christian” movement of
the fourth centurty that denied the dlvmltY of Je-
sus Christ. Arjus faught that God is unbegoften and
without a beginning.” The Son, because hé IS begot-
ten,_cannot bé God in the same sense that the Father
is. The Son did not exjst from faltlhetermt but was

created and exists by the will of the Father.



DYNASTIC MURDERS

Under this heading, the work Istoria tou E-
linikou Ethnous (History of the Greek Nation)
describes what it calls "disgusting domestic
crimes that Constantine committed.” Soon af-
ter founding his dynasty, he forgot how to
enjoy unexpected achievement and became
aware of the dangers surrounding him. Being
a suspicious person and perhaps egged on by
sycophants, he first grew suspicious of his neph-
ew Licinianus— the son of a co-Augustus he had
already executed— as a possible rival. His mur-
der was followed by the execution of Constan-
tine's own firstborn son, Crispus, who was
dealt with by his stepmother Fausta because he

Did He Ever Become a Christian?

Johnson notes: “Constantine never aban-
doned  sun-worship and kept the sun on
his coins,” The Catholic Encyclopedia ob-
serves; “Constantine showed" equal favour
to both religions. As pontifex maximus he
watched over the heathen worship and pro-
tected its rights.” “Constantine never be-
came a Christian,” states the encyclope-
dia Hidria, adding: “Eusebius of Cagsarea,
who wrote his blograth, says that he be-
came a Christian N the Tast moments of his
life. This doesn’t hold water, as the day be-
fore, LConstantme had made a sacrifice to
Zeus because he dlso had the title Pontifex
Maximus.” _ _

Down to the day of his death in 337 CE,,
Constantine bore the pagan title of Pon-
tifex Maximus, the supréme head of relj-
gious matters. Re ardln_? his baptism, it is
reasonable to ask, Was it preceded by gen-
uine repentance and a turning around, as
required in the Scrlptures? (Acts 2:38, 40,
41) Was it a comPIee water immersion as
a symbol of Constantine’s dedication to Je-
hovah God?—Compare Acts 8:36-39.

seemed to be an obstruction to her own off-
spring's total power.

This action of Fausta was finally the reason
for her own dramatic death. It appears that
Augusta Helena, who had influence over her
son Constantine until the end, was involved in
this murder. The illogical emotions that often
controlled Constantine also contributed to the
spate of executions of many of his friends and
associates. The book History of the Middle
Ages concludes: "The execution— not to say
murder— of his own son and his wife indicates
that he was untouched by any spiritual influ-
ence in Christianity."

A“Saint™

The Encyclopcedia Britannica states:
“Constantine was entitled to be called
Great in virtue rather of what he did than
what he was. Tested by character, indeed,
he stands among the Towest of all those
to whom the epithet [Great] has in ancient
or modern. times heen aPplled,.” And the
book A History of Christianity. informs
us: “There were earIP/ reports of his violent
temper and his cruefty in anger __He had
no respect for human life .~ . His private
life became monstrous as he aged.

Evidently Constantine had serious per-
sonality Problems. A history research-
er statés that “his temperamental charac-
ter was often the reason for his committin
crimes.” (See the box “Dynastic Murders.’
Constantine was.not “a "Christian charac-
ter,” contends historian H. Fisher in his
History of Europe. The facts do not char-
acterizé him as a true Christian who had
Put on “the new personality” and in whom
here could be found the fruitage of God’s
holy spirit—love, joy, peace, Ionrq-suffermg
kindness, goodness, faith, mifdness, and
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self-control. —Colossians 3:9, 10; Galatians
522, 23.

The Consequences of His Efforts

As the Ragan_ Pontifex Maximus—and
therefore the re|I(%_IOUS head of the Roman
Empire—Constantine tried to win over the
bishops of the apostate church. He offered
them positions of power, prominence, and
wealth as officers of the Roman, State re-
ligion. The Catholic Encyclopedia admits;
“Some hishops, blinded b}/ the splendour of
the court, even went so Tar as to laud the
emperor as an angel of God, as a sacred he-
ing, and_to prophesy that he would, like the
Son of God, reign in heaven.”

As apostate Christianity came into favor
with the political goverriment, it became
more and more a part of this world, of this
secular system, and drifted away from the
teachings of Jesus Christ. (John' 15:19: 17
14,16; Revelation 17:1, 2) As a result, there
was a fusion of “Christianity” with false
doctrines and practices—the Trinity, im-
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This arch in Rome has been
used to glorify Constantine

mortality of the soul, hell-
fire, purgatory, prayers
for the_ dead, "use of ro-
saries, icons, images, and
the like—Compare 2 Co-
rinthians 6:14-18.

From Constantine, the
church also inherited the
ten_dencg to be authori-
tarian. Scholars Hender-
son and Buck say: “The
simplicity of the” Gospel
was corfupted, pompous
rites and ceremonies were
introduced, worldly hon-

ours and emoluments were conferred’on the
teachers of Christianity, and the Kingdom
of Christ in good measure converted into a
kingdom of this world.”

~Where Is True Christianity?

Historical facts reveal the truth” behind
the “greatness” of Constantine. Instead of
being” founded by Jesus Christ, the Head
of thie true Christian con re?atlon, Chris-
tendom is partly the result of the political
expediency and the craftP/ maneuvers of a
E)agan emperor, Very aptly, historian Paul
ofnson asks: “Did the empire surrender to
Christianity, or did Christianity prostitute
itself to the empire?

All those who really want to adhere to
pure Christianity can be helped to rec-
ognize and assoclate with the true Chris-
tian congregation today. Jehovah’s, Wit-
nesses worldwide are more than WI_||InP to
help honesthearted people to identify frue
Christianity and to worship God in thie way
acceptable 1o him.—John 4:23, 24,



PLEASE JOIN_Us
FOR A SPECIAL EVENT

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1993

JEHOVAH'SWITNESSESwarmly invite you to
remember with them God’s gift of his Son, Jesus Christ,
This gift opened up to mankind the prospect
of enjoying everlasting life.—John 3:16.

| This year the Memorial of Jesus’death
will be observed after sundown on Saturday, April 11
That date corresEonds to Nisan 14 of the Bible’slunar calendar.
Please check with Jehovah’s Witnesses locally
for meeting place and exact time.
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