MARCH 1, 1998

AnnouncingJehovah’s Kingdo

RELIGIONS
ASKING



jioxidT-n-n|

HAVatchtower,

Announcinglehovah’SKingdom

March 1, 1998

Average Printing Each Issue: 22,103,000

Vol. 119, No. 5

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER s to exalt Jehovah God as Sovereign Lord of the
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with
the good news that God’s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in God’s now-re\iglning King, Jesus Christ,

whose shed blood opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The

atchtower, published by

Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

3 The Churches Confess

IN THIS ISSUE

29 Doctors, Judges, and Jehovah's

Witnhesses

4 Why Are They Asking Forgiveness?

7 Why Do They Do It?

8 Festival Milestones of Israel's History

14 Appreciating Christian Gatherings

20 Grateful for a Strong Christian Heritage
25 Kingdom Proclaimers Report

26 Men "With Feelings Like Ours"

Now published in 128 languages.

SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL:
Afrikaans, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bengali, Bicol, Bis-
lama, Bulgarian, Cebuano,* Chichewa, Chinese, Chinese
(Simplified), Cibemba, Croatian, Czech,* Danish,** Dutch,*
Efik, English** (also Braille), Estonian, Ewe, Fijian, Finn-
ish,** French,** Ga, Georgian, German,** Greek,* Gujarati,
Gun, Hebrew, Hiligaynon, Hindi, Hiri Motu, Hungarian,* Igbo,
lloko,* Indonesian, lItalian,** Japanese** (also Braille), Kan-
nada, Kinyarwanda, Korean* (also Braille), Latvian, Linga-
la, Lithuanian, Macedonian, Malagasy, Malayalam, Maltese,
Marathi, Myanmar, Nepali, New Guinea Pidgin, Norwe-
gian, Pangasinan, Papiamento, Polish,* Portuguese* (also
Braille), Rarotongan, Romanian,* Russian,* Samar-Leyte, Sa-
moan, Sepedi, Serbian, Sesotho, Shona, Sinhalese, Slovak,
Slovenian, Solomon Islands Pidgin, Spanish,** Sranantongo,
Swahili, Swedish,** Tagalog,* Tahitian, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Ti-
grinya, Tonaan, Tshiluba, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrai-
nian,* Venda, Vietnamese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu

MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Arme-
nian, Cambodian, Chitonga, East Armenian, Gilbertese,
Greenlandic, Hausa, Icelandic, Isoko, Kiluba, Kirghiz, Ki-
rundi, Kwanyama/Ndonga, Luganda, Luvale, Marshallese,
Monokutuba, Moore, Niuean, Ossetian, Otetela, Palauan,
Persian, Ponapean, Punjabi, Sango, Silozi, Trukese, Tuva-
luan, Urdu, Yapese

* Study articles also available in large-print edition.
* Audiocassettes also available.

© 1998 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva-
nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President

30 They Did Jehovah's Will
Jesus Sends Forth 70 Disciples
32 An "Extraordinary” Convention Praised

WATCHTOWER STUDIES

APRIL 6-12: Festival Milestones of Israel's History.
Page 8. Songs to be used: 93, 63.

APRIL 13-19: Appreciating Christian Gatherings.
Page 14. Songs to be used: 65, 28.

If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications,
please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below.

America, United States of: wallkill, NY 12589. Australia: Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W.
2565. Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, N.P. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. Britain:
The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN. Canada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G
4v4. Germany: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Selters. Ghana: Box 760, Accra. GUuy-
ana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. Hawaii 96819: 2055 Kam IV Rd., Honolulu. Hong
Kong: 4 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong. India: Post Bag 10, Lonavla, Pune Dis., Mah. 410 401. Ire-
land: Newcastle, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. Jamaica: Box 103, Old Harbour P.O., St. Catherine.
Japan: 1271 Nakashinden, Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref.,, 243-0496. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi.
New Zealand: P.O. Box 142, Manurewa. Nigeria: P.M.B. 1090, Benin City, Edo State. P hilip-
pines, Republic of: P.O. Box 2044, 1060 Manila. South Africa: Private Bag X2067, Krugers-
dorp, 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, Republic of: Lower Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe.
Zambia: Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Zimbabwe: P Bag A-6113, Avondale.

Changes of address should reach us 30 days be-
fore your moving date. Give usyour old and new ad-
dress (if possible, your old address label).

The Bible translation used is the New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures— With
References, unless otherwise indicated.

Would you welcome more information or
a free home Bible study? Please send your
request to Watch Tower, using the appro-

The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published
semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ciety of New York, Inc.,, 25 Columbia Heights,
Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483. Periodicals Post-
age Paid at Brooklyn, NY, and at additional mail-
ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes
to Watchtower, W allkill, NY 12589.

Printed in U.S.A.

priate address above.

Publication of "The Watchtower" is part of
a worldwide Bible educational work sup-
ported by voluntary donations.



The Churches Confess

“Pope Puts the Church on Trial. ®“Inquisition and Anti-Semitism
—The Church Is Preparing Her Mea Culpa. "™ *Mea Culpafor the
Holocaust. ®“Methodists Apologize to the Indians ofthe Far West.9

AVE you read heaﬁlmes like these? When the Pope Asks Forgiveness

It seems that with Increasing fre- Between 1980 and 1996, John Paul Il

quency, urches are aCC?i)rtln A a%%% ognized the Church’s historic faults or
|

ame ang are. @ ologizing for wha
e o Oer qunes AL forgiveness’ at least 94 times, says

sl DT sl e, S, L et

(When the Pope Asks Forgiveness). Accord-

r ‘my qpin fault,, part.of a Catholic praer to Accattoli, “in the Catholic Church,
W#@e@t{ Oﬁoeivaecs%?oﬁmg”””gw R onqy the pope can rightly make a mea
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cuIPa.” And this he has done, referring
to_the most controversial pages of Cath-
olic history—the Crusades, wars, supﬂort
of dictatorships, division in the churches,
anti-Semitism, the Inquisitions, the Mafia
and racism. |n'amemorandum sent in 1994
to the cardinals (which is considered by
some to be the most important document of
the pontificate), John Paul I proposed “a
general and millennial confession of sins.”

Several prelates have followed the pope’s
example. In December 1994 the Italian
newspaper |1 Giornale reported: “Many
American hishops appeared on television
and publicly asked forgiweness.” For what?
For under_eshmatmg he problem of pe-
dophile priests, to the detriment of many
young victims, In January 1995 the news-

Paper La Regubbllca reported on “a ges-
ure unprecedented In the history of con-
temporary Catholicism”—the problem of
Pope Pius X1I’s silence in connection with
the Holocaust was addressed. In Janu-
ary 1995 the same newspaper re?ort_ed that
the German episcopate asked forgiveness
for the “many faults” of Roman Catholics
who supported the crimes of the Nazis, Var-
lous Protestant churches have also subject-
ed themselves to self-criticism.

Why?

. y: .
The Bible encourages us to ask forgive-
ness when we are af fault, and man% ap-
Plaud the churches when they su5|e t
hemselves to self-criticism.  (James 5:16)
But why are the churches doing this? How
should it affect the way we view them?

p
C
6

As%réyﬁ%?%&gﬁgss?

themselves is not new. Religioni e

We shall use all diligence to reform before
all th|n?s the Roman Curia, whence, per-
haps, alf these evils have had their origin.”

mitl (Religions and Myths), a dictionaryTdfat admission, however, did not succeed in

HE idea that the churches should
Trepent of their faults and. reform

religion, says that the sug)oppolsed integrityheg

the ea_rlg church fascinated people during
%he Middle Ages and led many to call for re-
orm.

In 1523, after Martin Luther’s break
with Rome, Pope Adrian VI attempted to
heal the split by sending this messaPe to
the Diet of Nuremberg: “We know well'that
for many years things deserving of abhor-
rence have gathered Tound the Holy See ...
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ling the schism nor in countering cor-
ruR}lmn in the Papal Curia.

More recently the churches have been
criticized for their silence in the face of the
Holocaust. They have also been accused of
not discouraging their members from tak-
ing part.in wars. In 1941, as World War Il
was raging, a priest named Primo Maz-
zolart asked: “Why has Rome not reacted
strongly to the breakdown of Catholicity as



The churches are apologizing for
atrocities like this

she used to do, and is still accustomed to do,
In the case of less dangerous doctrines?
Doctrines less dangerous than what? The
priest was speakrnP of the warmongering
nationalism that at the time was téaring
civilization apart.

The fact Is, thou?h that untrI quite re-
cently, admission 0 tln it by rel rgrons was
the exception rather an the rulé. In 18
in resPonse to some who were ur%mg
Catholic Church to regenerate itse reg
ory XVI said: “It is obviously absurd and
injurious to propose a certain Testoration
and regeneration’ for Lthe chyrch sg safe-
ty and“growth, as if she could be consid-

ered subgect to defect.” What
of defects that were t0o hla-
tant to be denied? Varrous
strateqres were adopted to ex-
lain Them awa or exam
Je some theo o?hans ave
maintained that the church
IS both holy. anri sinful, The
nstitution” itself 15 said to
he Noly— preserved from er-
or Z Still, its mem
hers are sinful. Thus, when
atrocities are commrtted
the name of the church the
institution itseff should not
be held responsible, but ind)-
viduals within the church
should be. Does that sound
logical? Not to Roman Catho-
lic" theolog |an Hans Knn%
who wrote There 1 no Ideal
Church roatrn above the hu-
man world.” He explained:
The Church which has no
sins to confess does not exist.”

Ecumenism and Moral Standing

You might wonder what developments
have led the churches to ask forgiveness
now. At first, Protestants and Orthadox ad-
mitted responsibility for “past divisions”
among different denominations. They did
this at the “Faith and Order” ecuménical
conference held in Lausanne, Switzerland,
in 1927, The Roman Catholic Church even-
tualh( followed suit. Especially since Vati-
can I1.* high prelates, including popes, have
with incréasing reqularity asked' forgive-
ness for divisions within Christendom; For
what purpose? Apparentlg the want more
unrt;f in_Christendom. Catholic historian
Nicalino Sarale stated that in John Paul I1’s

*The 215t ec men Ic ncil that met in four ses-
sronsrn%tlo tjr % g
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“prO{ect of ‘mea culpas,’ there is a strateqy,
and that is ecumenism, T
However, more than ecumenism is in-
volved, Today, the far from exemplary his-
tory of Christendom is widely known. “The
Catholic can't just shrug off"all this histo-
ry,” sa1ys theologian Hans Urs von Baltha-
sar. “The very Church he belongs to has
done or allovied to be done things that
we certainly can’t approve of nowadays.”

Hence, the pope.has appointed a commis-
sion to “throw light on the church’s dark
pages sothat... forgiveness may be asked.”
Another reason, then, for the cliurch’s will-
ingness to _enqage In_self-criticism appears
toe a desire toregain its moral standing.

In a similar vein, historian Alberto Mel-
loni, when commenting on_the church’s
requests for forgiveness, writes: “In real-
ity, what is sonetimes asked for is g re-
E)(neve from accusations of responsibility.”

es, the Catholic Church seems to be trying
to shrug off the burden of past sins in of-
der to Tegain its credibility in the court
of public “opinion. In all honesty, though,
it must he said that it seems more con-
cerned with making peace with the world
than with God. _

. Such behavior reminds us of Saul, the
first king of Israel. (1 Samuel 15:1-12) He
committéd a grievous error, and when this
was exposed, ne first tried to {usnfy him-
self—explain away his error—o Samuel, a
faithful 'orophet of God. (1 Samuel 15:13-
21) Fina Ily,“the king had to acknowledge
to"Samuel: “I have sinned; for | have over-
ste%ped the order of Jehovah,” (L Samuel

b:24, 25) Yes, he admitted his fault, But
his next words to Samuel reveal what was
uppermost on his mind: “l have sinned. Now
honor me, ?Iease,_m front of the older men
of mX 5Deo e and in front of Israel.” (1 Sam-
uel :30;O Evidently, Saul was more con-
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cerned with his standing in Israel than with
being reconciled with “God, This attitude
did riot result in God’s forgiveness, of Saul.
Do you think a similar attitude will result
in God’s forgiveness of the churches?

Not All Agree

Not all agree that thé churches should
publicly ask_forgiveness. For example, a
number of Roman Catholics feel uneasy
when their po_?e asks forpwene_ss for slav-
ery or rehabilitates “herefics” like Hus and
Calvin. According to Vatican sources, the
document sent t0' the card_mals”proposmg
an “examination of conscience™ over thi
history of the past millennium of Catholi-
cism was criticized by cardinals attend-
Ing a consistory held in June 1994, When
the pope nonetheless wanted to include the
supstance of that proposal in an encycli-
cal, the Italian cardinal Giacomo Biffi re-
leased a pastoral note in which he affirmeg:
The Church has no sin.” Nevertheless, he
allowed: “Asking forgiveness for ecclesias-
tical errors of past centuries . .. may serve
to render us less disagreeable.

“The confession of sin js one of the most
controversial sub;le,cts within the Catholi
Church,” saYs Vatican commentator Luigl
Accattoli, “If the pope. acknowledges the
errors of the missionaries, there are mis-
sionaries who in good faith resent it.” Fur-
ther, a Roman Catholic journalist wrote:
“If the Cpope really has such a fearsome
idea of hwch hlstovr\}/, it is hard to Fnder-
stand now he can now, present this selfsame
Church as the paladin of human rights,
the ‘mother and teacher’ that can alone
%qulﬂie humanjty toward a truly bright third

Illennium. _

The Bible warns_against an appearance
of rep%ntance that is motivated by no moBe
than"the embarrassment of beirig caugnt
in a wrong. That kind of repentance rare-



ly leads to a long-term change in the one
repenting. (Compare 2 Corinthians 7:8-11.)
Repentance that has value in God’s eyes
IS accomPanle_d by “fruits that befit rePen-
tance”—that is, evidence of the sincerity of
the repentance.—Luke 3:8. _

The Bible says that the one repenting
and confessing must leave the wrong acts,
stop domg them. %Proverbs 28:13? Has this
happened? Well, after all the confessions of
wrong by the Roman Catholic Church and
other”churches, what happened in_recent
civil strifes in central Africa and Eastern
Europe, where large JJ%QUMIIOHS of “Chris-
tians” were involved? Did the churches act
as a force for peace? Did all their leaders
unitedly. speak out against the_atrocities
that their members were committing? No.
Wh¥,_ some religious ministers even took
partin the slaughter!

Divine Judgment
When speaking of the pope’s repeated
mea culpas, Cardinal Biffi Ironically asked:
For historical sins, wouldn't it be better

for us all to wait for the universal judg-
ment?” Well, the Jud%ment of all mankind
is imminent. Jehovah God knows well all
the dark pages of the history of religion.
Soon enough, he will call the ?unty ones to
account. ? evelation 18:4-8) In the mean-
time, is it possible to find ‘a form of wor-
ship untainted by the bloodguilt, the mur-
derous intolerance, and the other crimes
that Christendom’s churches are apologiz-
ing for? Yes. _

ow canwe dothat? B apRIy_qu the rule
stated by Jesus Christ: “By théir fruits you
wil] recognize them.” The record of histary,
which some religions would like to be for-
gotten, helps us to identify not only those
whom Jesus called “false prophets” but also
those who have produced “fine fruit.” (Mat-
thew 7:15-2(%) ho are these? We invite you
to find out for yourself by examining the
Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses. See who
today is really trying to follow God’s Word
rather than seekingto preserve a position
of influence in the world.—Acts 17:11.

WHY DO THEY DO IT?

EACH year Jehovah's Witnesses around the
world gather by the thousands at conventions.
There, they enjoy fellowship and hear an excel-
lent program of Bible instruction. Some make
great efforts to attend these conventions. Last
year, for example, in Malawi a couple in their
mid-60's, along with their son and his wife and
baby, traveled 50 miles by bicycle to attend a
convention. They left their village at six in the
morning and arrived at the convention grounds
15 hours later.

In Mozambique, a group traveled three days
by bicycle to get to a convention. One night,
as they camped in the open, they heard lions

roaring close by. Although they threw firewood
in the direction of the animals, the lions stayed
around until daybreak. Another Witness trav-
eling to the same convention came face-to-
face with a lion on the road. He stood quietly
without moving until the lion went away. At
the convention these Witnesses cheerfully told
how they had been "delivered from the lion's
mouth."— 2 Timothy 4:17.

Many of Jehovah's Witnesses make great
efforts to attend conventions or even weekly
congregation meetings for worship. Why? The
following articles will help you to understand
why gathering together is so important.

The watchtower— march i, 1998 7



Festival milestones of

ISRAEL'S HISTORY

"Three times in theyear ever% male ofyours should appear before Jehovah
your God in theplace that he will choose . . ., and none should appear
beforeJehovah empty-handed. "—DEUTERONOMY 16:16,

HAT comes o mrnd when ¥ n Praelr}es depeﬂded on Gods?lessrn in
thrnk of a estrval Some fes- the torm of rain. The thre glreat estiva
tivals [n ancient times were  the Mosaic Law corncrde ith the gath er-
marked by overindulgence and immorality. rnﬁ of the barley h arvestrnearg é)rrn
The same rs true. of some modern-gay festi- eat harvest In ate spring, an rest
vals. But the fesgivals outlrned rn G0 sLaw of the haryest in late summier. These were
to [srael were different, While the Were(rjo occasiong for great rejo#cr g and thaPkf
ful occasions, they could also be déscribed as ness tot e Sustainer of t rarn cycle and
*holy conventions."—Leviticus 23;2 aer of the Pnroductrve land. "But the
Faithful |sraglite men—often accompa- estlvas rnvoved uch more.—Deuterono-
nied by their famrlres—found refreshing” M
pleasufe In traveling to Jerusalem, ‘rhg 4 The frrst festival took place in the first
place Jehovah chose,” and they. generousy month of the_ancient Bible calendar, from
contrr uted to three reat e isan 15 to 21, which riorresponds to our
16:16) The ook A\ﬁaesta ate March or earyA It was called the
\X/ (?rgyumes defines the Hebrew wor %trvalo Unfernjent dCakes and_because
translated “festiyal” at Deuteronomy 16:16 1t Tollowed Immedlatfg fr thePssover
as a]na Oﬁ%agron of r%at Aoy]c -onwhi hsorlne of tl\“esanassovletrwznu cal ede\}rirecugsnva
Ignal, instances ar God's favour. were cele-
6) This festival re rnded Israe therr de-
%rgted with sacrr?rcrng and feasting.”™ Ir)verance from afrctron rn %)t i
The Value of the Great Festivals ~ termented cakes being cal ed bread of
3 Since theirs was an agricultural society, ~ gffliction.” Deigronon ﬁlt reminded

them that their flight from Eqypt had be
L;e Lst%h'rns'grhe rl]etgr?digfi r%rocmp meevta fohastyoﬁattheregnaJ been rmetoa
gra r1anr¥ % under r%a %trva

eaven fo their dough and wait for |t to rise.

i o g 8 5342l DU grg 1Ethrs %estrva no Ielav

Qaet can b7e said about the festival occasions B;a rtgme OF i a%na Serﬁerétse

é Wrrat were Isr Irte males regurred to do I eﬂé W g/ate eaveﬂ(%ép re&(P as {0 !Je pun-
used at  1shed by death.—Exodus 12:19

times a ear the wor
DekrNe]ron mz tr a “festiva
g e éJ}ngs dr the three annual festrvals ? What hrlgtorrcal event was celebrated by the
ring irst festiva

8 The Watchtower— March 1,1998



5The second festival took
Place seven weeks (49 daYs) af-
er Nisan 16.and fell on the 6th
day of the third month, Sivan, cor- .
responding to our late May. (Leviti-
cus 2315, 16) It was called the Festival
of Weeks (in Jesus’ day, it was also_called
Pentecost, meamn? “Fiftieth” in Greek)
and it took place close to the same time of
the year that Israel entered into the Law
covenant at Mount Sinai. (Exodus 19.1, 2)
During this festival faithfu] Israelites may
have meditated on their p{lVlIe%{e of being
set apart as God’s holy nation. Their being
God’s special Reople required obedience to
God’s Law, such as the command to show lov-
ing care for disadvantaged ones sothat these
to0 could enjoy the festival.—Leviticus 23;
22: Deuteroriomy 16:10-12.
. 0The last of the three great annual fes-
tivals was called the Festival of Ingiathe_r-
Ing, or Festival of Booths. It took place in
the seventh month, Tishri, or Ethanim, from
the 15th to the 21st day, corresgondmg_ to
our early October. (Leviticus 23:34) DuFing
this time, God’s people dwelt outside their
homes or on their roofs in temporary shel-
ters (booths) made from the branches and
leaves of trees. This reminded them of their
40-year wurney from Egypt to the Promised
Larid, when the nation had to learn to rel
on God for their daily needs.—Leviticus 23:
42, 43 Deuteronomy 8:15, 16

[Let s review some festivals that proved
to be milestones in the history of God’s an-
cient people. This should be en_couragmg f0
us today, since we too are invited to gath-

BT B
t%' eperlieepce did the third festival re-

L}iin %ﬁsp . . :
. How 0o We enefltfomﬁrewew of festival
celebrations In ancient Isragl’

A sheafofthe new barley harvest
was offered every year on Nisan 16, the day
that Jesus was resurrected

er together reqularly each week and three
times'a year in"large assemblies and conven-
tions.—Hehrews 10:24, 25.

In the Time of Davidic Kings

8 _ Ahistoric celebration at the fime of the
Festival of Booths took place during the
prosperous reign of King Solomon, David’s
son. “A very great congregation” gathered
from the extrémities of'thé Promised Land
for the Festival of Booths and the dedica-
tion of the tem{)Ie. 2 Chropicles 7:8) When
It was complete, King Solomon dismissed
the celebrant%, Wwho “began to hless the mF
and to go to their homes, rejoicing and feel-
Ing merry of heart over dll the” goodness
that Jehovah had performed for David his

- (a) What historic gefgi%onwas eld in th
gt bR ¢
orward 1o:
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Jesus may have alluded to
the festival lights when he called
himself "the light of the world"

servant and for Israel his people.” (1 Kings
That was indeed a festival milestone.
Tod a Gods servants look forward to the
%ran climax of the antitypical Festival of
ooths at the end of the Thousand Year
Reign of the Greater Solomon, Jesus Christ,
Rev latjon 203, 7-10, 14 152 rtthat time,
eop Iving In'every corner of the earth,
Including résurrected ones and Armag ed
don survrvors will be united In the |0 11 4y
worship of Jehovah God.—Zechariah 14:16.

9 The next outstanding festival reported

Iedma,)feb |Iest0ne |nthe
ezekhah @hernmten r

i B
ah]d oes remlnd us focay? g
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in the Bible came after the rule of wick-
ed King Ahaz, who had closed the tem-
pIe and led the kingdom of Judah into
apostasy. Ahaz’s successor was dood
King Hezekiah. In the first year of his
reign, at the age of 25, Hezekiah began a
Igreat program of restoration and reform.
e |mmed|ate ?/opened the temple and ar-
ranged for its fepair. Then the king sent
letters, to sraehtes living in the Rostile
ten-tribe kingdom of Isrdel in the north,
inviting them to come and celebrate the
Passover and the Festival of Unferment-
ed Cakes. Many came, despite the ridi-
cedle of their fellowmen.—2 Chronicles

D

Bible reports: “So the sons of Israel
that were found in Jerusalem held the
festival of the unfermented cakes seven
days with great rejoicing;.and the Levites
and the, prigsts were offering praise to Je-
ovah day by day with loudinstruments,”
2 Chronrcles 30:21) What a fine example
0se Israehtes set for God’s_people today,
man?/o whom enaure opposition and trav-

el a fong way to attend conventions!

_For éxample, consider three “Godly De
votron District Conventions held in Poland
in 1989. Among the 166,518 in attendance
were large groups_from the former Soviet
Union and Other Eastern European. coun-
tries where the work of Jehovah's Witness-
eS Was anne at the time. “For some who
tteggdl(f nventions,” re olrts the

ova ds Ifnesses— Pr calmers

s Kingdom,,™ “it was the |rst time

th e% had ever been at a large gat ering
h oret an 15 o(rj 20 oftJeho ah sr%eople
Their hearts welled up with appreciation as
they looked out at thg tens OP Phousands In
the” stadiums, joined with them in prayer,

*
Soctelt])wd hNng%trh(e Watchtower Bible and Tract

Was the festival a success? The



and united their voices in songs of praise to
Jehovah.” Page 279,
DAfter the death of Hezekiah, the Jude-
ans again fell away to false worship under
Kings Manasseh and Amon. Then came the
reign of another good King, young Josiah,
who acted courageously in' restoring true
worship. At the age of 25, Josiah ordered
that the temRIe bé repaired. (2 Chronicles
34:8) While the repair was bemg done, the
Law written by Moses was found Tn the tem-
Rle King Josiah was deeply moved by what
e read in God’s Law and arranged fo have
It read to all the peaple. %ZChronrcles 3414,
Then, according fo what was written_he
organrzed a celebration of the Passover. The
king aIso set a frne example by contributin
generous y toward the occasion. As a result,
e Bible”reports; “There had never been
da passover like it In Isragl since. the
asys of Samuel the prophet.”—2 Chronicles

]3The reforms of Hezekiah and Josiah
parallel the marvelous restoration of true
worship that has occurred amon? true
Christians since the enthronement of Jesus
Christ in 1914, As was true especially with
Josiah’s reforms, this modern-day réstora-
tion has been based on what is written in
God’s Word. And, paralleling the days of
Hezekrah and Josiah, the modern-day resto-
ration has been marked. by assemb les and
canventions where thrrllrng exp |anations of
Bible prophecy and timely applications of
Bible r| ¢p Ies have been featured. Add-
|n tot e{oy of these mstructrve occasions

as beep the large number who %ot bap-
tized. Like the répentant Israelites in the
days of Hezekiah and Josiah, newly baptized
ones have turned therr backs on the wick-

W L<led to t};e festival milestone in the

EEra and osrah reemersr}rlalva!s %elgbyatrons of Hez:

ed practices of Christendom and the rest of
Satan’s world. In 1997 over 375,000, were
baptrze in symbol of their dedicatjon to
the O%God Jehovah—an average of more
than 1,000 per day.

After the Exile

UAfter the death of Josiah, the natron
again turned to e%ra ing false worship.

ventually, in 607 B,C.E., J&hovah unrshed
his people by bringing the Babylonran ar-
mies agains Jerusalem The city and its
temple “were destroY and the “land was
desolated. There followed_70 years of Jew-
ish captivity in Babylon. Then God revived
a repentant’ Jewish remnant, who returned
to the Promised Land to restore true wor-
ship, They arrived at the ruined city of Je-
rusalem i the seventh month of the year
537 B.CE. The first thing theY did was to
set up an altar to offer up'reqular daily sac-
rifices as.outlined in the Law'covenant; That
was just in time for anather historic celebra-
tion. “Then they held the festival of booths
according to whiat is written."—Ezra 3:1-4.

bA great work lay ahead of these re-
turned exiles—the reburldrnr{; ofGod s tem-
ple and of Jerusalem with its walls. There
Was muc Pposrtron from jealous nerg
bors. W en the tem ewas erng built) it
was_a “day of small trngs (ZeChariah 4:
10) The situation paralleléd the condition of
faithful anointed Christians in 1919, In that
memorable year, they were released from
spirtual captivity to abylon the Great the
world empire of false refigion. They num-
bered only a few thousand and face a hos-
tile world. Would God’s enemies be able to
stop the advancement of true worship? The

) aé led up to a festival milestone in
%é ﬁ head for the restor
nant In %%Ey n ﬂow dI % a paral q

a 1on exrs
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A FESTIVAL LESSON FOR US TODAY

All who would lastingly benefit from Jesus'
sin-atoning sacrifice must live in harmony with
what is pictured by the Festival of Unfermented
Cakes. This antitypical festival is the joyful cel-
ebration of anointed Christians over their deliv-
erance from this wicked world and their release
from the condemnation of sin through Jesus'
ransom. (Galatians 1:4; Colossians 1:13, 14)
The literal festival lasted seven days— a num-
ber used in the Bible to symbolize spiritual
completeness. The antitypical festival lasts for

answer to that question brings to mind the
last two festival celebrations recorded in
the Hebrew Scriptures. o

BThe temple was eventually rebuilt in
the month of Adar 515 B.C.E., Just in time
for the Nisan spring festival. The Bible re-
ports: “They went on to hold the festival
of unfermented cakes seven days with re-
joicing; for Jehovah caused them to rejoice
and he had turned the heart of the kmg of
Assyria around toward them to strengthen
their hands in the work of the house of the
true God, the God of Israel."—Ezra 6:22.

]78_|xt¥ years later, in 455 B.CE., anoth-
er milestone was reached. The Festival of
Booths that year marked the completion of
the rebuilding of Jerusalem's walls. The Bi-
ble reparts: “All the con%regano_n of those
who had come hack from the c_apnwtz made
booths and togk up dwellmq in the booths;
for the sons of Israel had not done that way
from the days of Joshua the son of Nun uri-
til that day, so that there came fo be very
great rejoicing."—Nehemiah 8:17.

BWhat a memorable restoration of God's

%?5 WEaHNas S|gn|f.|cant gbout a festival in
17 18, za ajsfﬁtlval milestone was reached
gﬁéln Bok oW are We In a similar Situ-

12 THEWATCHTOAER- MARCH 1, 1998

the complete duration of the anointed Christian
congregation on earth and must be celebrated
with "sincerity and truth." That means being
constantly on the watch for figurative leaven.
Leaven is used in the Bible to picture corrupt
teachings, hypocrisy, and badness. True wor-
shipers of Jehovah must show a hatred of such
leaven, not allowing it to corrupt their own lives
and not allowing it to spoil the purity of the
Christian congregation.— 1 Corinthians 5:6-8;
Matthew 16:6, 12.

true worship, in the face of figrce opBo-
sition! The situation today is similar, De-
spite waves of persecution and opposition,
the grand work of preaching the good news
of God's Kingdom has reached to the ends
of the earth, and God's judgment messages
have been squnded far and wide. (Matthew
24:14) The final sealing of the rémaining
ones of 144.000 anointéd ones draws near.
Over five million of their “other sheep” com-
panions have been gathered from all the
nations into “one flack” with the anointed
remnant. (John 10:16; Revelation 7:3, 9, 10)
What a_wonderful fulfillment of the pro-
Ph_etlc picture of the Festival of Bogths! And
his %rand work of in athermgI will contin-
ue into the new world when billions.of res-
urrected ones will be invited.to join in cele-
bratmﬁ the antitypical Festival of Booths.
—Zechariah 14:16-19.

In the First Century CE. _

Among the most outStanding festival
celebrations recorded in the Bible wére un-
doubtedly those attended by the Son of God,
Jesus Christ. For example, consider Jesus
attendance at the Festival of Booths (or
Tabernacles) in the year 32 C.E. He used

19, What m)ade the Festival of Booths in 32 CE.
ouitstanding’



that occasion to teach important truths and
backed ug his teachmj] by quoting from the
Hebrew Scriptures. (John 7.2, 14, 37-39) A
reqular feature of this festival was the. cus-
tom of lighting four great candglabras in an
Inner colrtyard of the temPIe._ This contrib-
uted to the enjoyment of festival activities
that continued on into the night. Apparent-
ly, Jesus alluded to these great lights when
fe said: “l am the Ilght of the World. He
that follows me_ will by no means walk in
daJrkﬂ%ssg,llbzut will possess the light of life.”

viticus 23:15-17%T_hese |leavened loaves pic-
ture the 144,000 imperfect humans whom
Jesus ‘hought for God’ to serve as “a king-
dom and priests.... to rule as kmgs over the
earth.” (Revelation 5:9, 10: 14:1, 3) The fact
that these heavenly rulers come from two
branches of sinful mankind, Jews and Gen-
tiles, may also be typified by the two leav-
ened loaves. _
2When the new covenant came into oper-
ation at Pentecost 33 C.E., it meant that the
old Law covenant had ceased to have value
In God’s eyes. (2 Corinthians 3:14; Hebrews

A Then came the Passover and Festival of 9:15; 10:16) That does not mean that anoint-

Unfermented Cakes of the significant year
33 C.E. On that Passover Day, Jesus was ex-
ecuted by his enemies and biecame the anti-
typical Passover Lamb, who died to take
away “the sin_of the world.” (John 1:29;
1 Corinthians 5:7) Three days later, on Ni-
san 16, God resufrected Jesus with an im-
maortal spirit body. This coincided with the
offering of the firstfruits of the barley har-
vest as Prescnbed by the Law. Thus, the
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ became “the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep in
death.”—1 Corinthians 15:20.

2A truly outstanding festival was Pente-
cost in 33°C.E. On this day many Jews and
proselytes were gathered In Jerisalem, In-
cluding about 120 of Jesus’ disciples. While
the festival was in_progress, the resurrect-
ed Lord Jesus Christ poured out God’s hol
spirit upon the 120. (Acts 115; 2:1-4, 3

hecP{ were thereby anointed and became
God’s new chosen nation through the new
covenant mediated by Jesus .Christ. Dur-
ing that festival the Jewish high priest of-
fered to God two leavened loaves made from
the firstfruits of the wheat harvest. (Le-

2. 7Why was the Passover in 33 CE. outstand-
ﬂg'What happened at Pentecost in 33 CE?

ed Christians, are without faw._ They come
under the divine law taught by Jesus Christ
and written on their hearts, (Galatians 6:2)
Therefore, the three annual festivals, being
Bart of the old Law covenant, are nat celg-

rated b;{ Christians. (Colossians 2:16, 17)
Nevertheless, we can [éarn much from thé
attitude of pre-Christian servants of, God to-
ward their festivals and other meetings for
worship. In our next article, we will consid-
er examples that will no doubt motivate all
to appreciate_the need to be reqular in at-
tendance at Christian gatherings.

B A

N the next articie:

Review Questions
O What purpose did Israel's three
great festivals serve?

O What characterized the festivals of
Hezekiah and Josiah's day?

O What milestone was celebrated in
455 B.C.E., and why is it encourag-
ing to us?

O What was significant about the Pass-
over and Pentecost in 33 C.E.?
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ApprecratrnEr;h Christian

“Let us consider one another to incite to love andfine works, notforsaking
HAT a privilege it is to attend a
Chrrstran gaf errng, whether it

the gathering of ourselves togeth er. HEBREWS 10:24, 2.

W be made Up of fewer than ten
or of several thoysan worshrﬁers of Jeho-
vah, for Jesus said: “Where there are two
or three gathered. together in my name,
there I am in their midst”! (Matthew 18
20) True, when makrn? that promise, Jesus
was discussing judicial matters that needed
to be_handled correctly by those taking the
lead in the congregation. (Matthew 18:15-
19) But can Jesus’ words also he apPhed in
rrncrple to aII Chrrstran gatherings that are

opened and cose Wrth rayer in‘nis name?
£s. Remem er, when Jesus commissioned
his followers to dothe disciple-making work
he promised: “Look! | am with you all the
days until the conclusion of the”system of
things."—Matthew 28:20.

2 There can be no doubt that the Head of
the Christian congregation, the Lord Jesus
Christ, is keenly interested in all gatherrn%
of his farthul followers. Moreover, we can be
sure that he Is present with them by means

of God’s holy spirit. (Acts 2:33; Révelation
56) Jehovah God too Is Interested In our
meeting together. The primary purPose of

such meetings is for praise to"be lifted up
to God “among the congregated throngs

ehn AR Vrﬁ D e
Sus resen at ga errngs OWEI'S
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(Psalm 26:12) Our attending con?re ation
meetings is an evidence of our love for him,

3There are other good reasons why we
aprrecrate Christian gatherings. Before he

the earth, Jesus Christ appornte his

anointed drscrples to act as a farthfu and
discreet slave™ in suppl }/Iﬂg timely sprrrtua
food to the household of faith. (Matthew 24;
45) An important way that such spiritual
feeding takes place |s hrough congregatron
meetings as weI as larger at errn s—as
sembliés and conventions, The Lord Jesus
Christ ?urdes this faithful slave.to provide
vital information at such gatherings for all
who want to survive the_end of this wicked
syosrtledm and gain life in God’s righteous new
W

4Hence, no Christian can afford to devel-
op the dan%erous custom noted by the apos-
tle Paul, who wrote; “Let us consider one an-
other {0 ncite to love and fine, works, not
forsaking the gathering of ourselves togeth-
er, as some have the cnst m, but encolrag-
|n one anot er and all the more so as ou
benald the étag rawing neay.” gebrew%
2, 25 Meditating on the privilege and ben-
efits of attendrng Chrrstran gatherrn s will
help us loyally and wholeheartedly 0 sup-
port such gatherings.

For. what {H‘Ié)Ofta[;t reasons do we apprecrate
b

%Itwtr nggnﬁ {ous?l %u%orlns is mentioned i the

0 avol



Meetings That Build Up

bSince Christians pray for Jehovah’s hon
spiritto, be active at Christian meetlng
each individual attender should do his hst
to work in harmonX with the spirit and ° not
be grieving God’s oyspplrlt Ephe5|ans
30)"Whenthe apostle Paul wrote those in-
spired words he was |scussmrg]; the proper
use of speech. What we saZ ould always
be used for building up a the need may
be, that it may_impart What IS_favorable to
the hearers.” (Ephesians 4:29) This Is espe-
uallylm ortant'at Christian gatherings. In
his Tetter to the Corinthians, “Paul stressed
the need for meetings tq be unbundln% in-
structive, ang encouragm% g Corinthians
145, 12,19, 26, 31) All in attendance henefit
from such meetln?s Inc udlng new._ attend-
ee, who may II" conclude: "God is reglly
among you.” (1 Corinthians 14:25) For this
reason, we should not delay in inviting newly
|nterested ones to congregate with us, for dd-
|n%30W| | speed up théir Spiritual progress.

All who are assn%ned talks, interviews,
or demonstrations at a. Christian meetlng
want to be sure that their speech is both u
building and. in harmony with God swntten
Word, the Bible. In addition to uttenn? aC-
curate speech. we should express fee mgs
and emotions that are in har ony with t
loving personalities of God and Christ. If all
who [resent parts on a meeting program are
conscious of reflectln% the fruitage of God’s
spirit,’such as joy, lo gsuffenn? and faith
then all | |n attendance will surely feel built
up.—Galatians 5:22, 23,

7AIthou%h onlg a few ma% have Parts on
the progra ongregation meetings, all

reno Y S TSy i A
HW qgres% ?ﬁnskct%igﬁa%g %nmake a

L aong ather né&nders contribute to an up-

can contribute to an u bundmg rgathenn
Otten there are opportunities for the au
ence to answer questions. These ar ca
sions for publicl eclanng our faitn.
mans 10:9) Never should they be used as an
opportun ¥ to promote our Rersonal ideas,
to hoast. of our ﬁersonal achievements, or
{0 cntlmze a fellow behever Would that
not%leve od sspmt leferenceswnh fel-
e|evers are_best handled privately in
a spirit of love. The Bible states: “Become
kmd to one another, tenderl PI compassionate,
reet[/] orgwmg one anothe just as God also
r

ist freely forgave Ephesians 4:
35) Whatasprendlg op i

ortun‘ty Christian

gatherings give us to apply this fine coun-
&l! Tothgt end, many arfive at the meetmg
ear linger after it is over This also
Ins newly |nterested ones, who have a spe-
nee {0 ee welcome. Thns all dedicat-

ed Christians have a ol to play in maklng
the meetmgs upbuilding by ‘corisidering on
another and inciting ong another to lové and

fine works.’

Prepare Well
8  While it may be relatlvel¥ easy for some
to attend Christign gathenng or others It
re%unes an ongom? sacrifice. For examEIe
nristian mother wha has to work Sec-
ularly to help provide for the necessities
of hér_household usually comes home from
Work tired. She may then have to Pre area
meal and help_ner children get ready for
the meetlng Other Christians m||%;ht have
long distances to travel to get to the meet-
Ings, or they may he |m|te y|nf|rm|é|es
or-old age. Certdin F1 vah %o under-
stan stgsnuatlo each alt Imeet
Ing attender, Just as a loving sh ep erq un-
defstands, the special needs' of Individual
sheep in his flock. “Like a shepherd,” the

1ol 1A ol

tasaspt
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Bible states, [[dehovah will shepherd his
own drove. With his arm he will collect to-
gether the lambs; and.in his bosom he will
Garry them. Those giving suck he will con-
duct with care.”—ISaiah"40:11,

9Those who have to make big sacrifices
in order to be regular at meetrnﬁs may
be limited in the dmount of time they can
spend on preparing the material o bé con-
sidered. Keeping up with the weekly sched-
ule of Bible rea n? makes attendance at the
Theocratrc Mrnrsr .School more reward-
ing. Similarly, preparrng In advance for oth-
er meetrngs such as the’ Watchtower Study
and the Cong refg ation_Book Studp makes
these more bene cial. B readrng he stud
material in ad vance an t_pvrng consr
eration to at least some of the Cited Bj-
ble texts, those with time-demandin famr-
ly situations will be more ready to have a
meaningful share in these impartant Bible
discussions.

DOthers, whose circumstances are less
limiting, can spend more time in meting
preparation. For example, they can do re-
search on the scriptures that are cited but
not quoted. Thus all can be prepared to make
the mast of the meetings' and have a fine
share In building up the_congregation by
their talks and comments. By being well pre-
pared elders and ministerial servants will
et a fine example in giving short, concise
answers. Out of respect for Jehovah's pro-
visions, those in attendance will avoid any
distracting practrces while meetings are in
progress.—1 Peter 5

Activities and amusements that are not
vital to our spiritual health may consume
too. much of our time. If so, we rieed to ex-
amrne ourselves and “cease hecoming un-

pr can we derive the most benefit from

tlor Al rs self discipline needed to be prepared
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reasonable in regérrd to the use of our time,
phesians 5:17) Our arm should be to ‘ou
out the trme rom less important mat-
ters so as to spend more time in person-
al Brble study nd meeting pre ara lon, as
well as in Krng om service. p esrans 5
16) A mrttedlg this. is not alway s eas
requires self-discipline. Young who
grve attentjon to this are la mp a frne foun-
ation for future progress. Paul wrote to his
Younger companion Timothy: “Ponder over
hese thrn? Paul’s %ounsel to Timoth
ahsorbed In them, tnat your advanc ent
4mir¥ be manifest to all persons "—1Timothy

Examples From God’s Word
DConsider the fine example set by Samu-
el’s family, who regularly participated in ar-
ran ements for gatherrng with fellow wor-
shi ers w en Godsta efnacle was located
|n Qnly males were required to make
annua vrsrts to festival celebratrons Byt
Samuels father, Elkanah, took his Whole

fmrp aong as he “went up out o

ro ar 1o ){ear f0 ostrate
sacnfrce hovah of armres rn
ShrIoh amuel 13) Samuel’s home-
town Ramat aim-zophim, was possr F%/srt-
uated near the coast at modern-day Rentis
in the foothrﬂll1 of “the mountarnou% re |on

raim

ofE h 2 N
P Sniloh wougq Have n)vol datrf
a out 0 miles, a fafiguing trek In t ose

ags |s Is what El kanrahs tamr onallg
ea ea o as [the

mto?h os)e/o Jehovah, ESay uefl?
BJesus also grew uR as part of a large
family. Ever)(1 year the family traveléd
from "Nazareth ahout 60 mrles southward
to attend the Passover festival In Jerusa-

12 hat gﬁtstandrng example was set by Sam-

i?g ij\/hn} framp(l)% \évgptﬁgt by faithful Jews dur-



THEY APPRECIATE WEEKLY MEETINGS

Millions of people live in cities plagued by pov-
erty and crime. Despite such circumstances, true
Christians among them show commendable appre-
ciation for Christian gatherings. Reports an elder
serving in one of the Soweto congregations of
Gauteng, South Africa: "In a congregation with
60 Witnesses and unbaptized publishers, we have

between 70 and 80, and sometimes more, attend-

ing our meetings. Although the brothers and sis-
ters do not travel far to attend, the situation in this
part of Soweto is rough. One brother was stabbed
in the back while walking to a meeting. At least
two sisters were grabbed in an attempt to rob
them. But this does not stop them from coming. On
Sundays, we have a short song practice after
we have closed the meeting with prayer. At least
95 percent regularly stay behind and sing all the
songs to be used in meetings the following week.
This helps newly interested ones to learn the songs
and sing along."

Rural dwellers have other obstacles, such as

lem. There are two p053|ble routes the
may have taken. The more direct route|
volved a descent into the Valley of Megiddo
and then an ascent of about 2,000 feét up
through Samaritan territory and on to Je-
rusalem. The other popular route was the
one faken by Jesus on his last trip to Je-
rusalem in 33 CE. This involved Walkmq
down the Jordan Vallgy to below sea leve
until he reached “the frontiers of Judea .
across the Jordan.” (Mark 10:1) From this
Pomt “the road up_to Jerusalem™ is a dis-
ance of some 20 miles, involving an ascent

Imore than 3700 fet (fMark1 3% %

crowds of falthful estlva celebrants

?ete ruoust rom Galilee to Jeru-
salem. (Luke 2 ?fme example for
Jehovah’s servants in aff uent lands oda
many of whom can attend Christian ter-
Ings with relative ease, thanks to odern
forms of transportation!

long distances that they have to travel in order to
attend meetings three times a week. One interest-
ed couple live nine miles from the Kingdom Hall in
Lobatse, Botswana. For the past year, they have
attended meetings regularly with their two chil-
dren. The hushand repairs shoes to support the
family. The wife sells small items to supplement the
family income so that they can pay for transport
to and from the meetings.

On a recent summer evening, after a meeting
with the circuit overseer, this family found them-
selves stranded at a bus stop at 9:00 p.m. The bus-
es had stopped early because of bad weather. A
police officer stopped in his van and asked what
they were doing. On hearing about their plight, he
took pity on them and drove them the nine-mile
journey home. The wife, who is an unbaptized
publisher, said to her husband: "See, if we put
the meetings first, Jehovah always provides." Now
the husband has expressed a desire to become a
preacher of the good news too.

YAnother exam]ple Is that of the 84-year-
old widow Anna, The Bible states thaf she
“was never missing from the temple.” (Luke
Moreover, Anna showed a loving in-
terest In others. On seelnﬁ the babe Jesus
and learning that he was the promised Mes-
siah, what did she do? She thanked God
and began “speaking about the, child to all
those waliting for Jerusalem’s deliverance.”
L ke 2:38) What a fine attitude, a model for
hristians today!
bYes, attendance and participation at our
meetings should be such a delight that, like
Anna, We never alnt to be Ssmv\% Man
New ones cannot epfeelmg IS, Way. Hav-
mg come. out of the darkness into Gods
naerf Il|ght they want to learn all th er%,
can, and many express great enthusias

éqzsayed %}%gnv\kllg et lﬁwe Tme fhlJUde %Et?

' Some new meeting at enders
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Witnesses such as these in Romania seta
fine example of appreciation for
Christian gatherings

for Chrrstran meetrngs On the other hand
t 0se on%errnthe truth mustguard against
eavrn% e love they had at™first.” %Reve
lation Z:4) Serious hdalt problems or oth-
er factors beyond a person’s control may at
times limit meeting attendance. But nev-
er should we allow materialism, recreation,
or lack of interest to cayse us fo be unpre-
pared, passrvei or irregular meeting attend-
ers.—Luke 8

The Finest Example

B . Jesus set an outstanding example in

showrng appreciation for spiritial gather-
B e
A rrstrarqs tr
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nag% Atthe ¥oun a e% 12, he demonstrat-
is love 0USe In Jerusalem.
His_parents lost track of him but eventual-
found him discussing God’s Word with
teachers in the temple.”In resPonse to his
parents concern, Jesus respectfully asked:
Did you not know that | 'must be in the
house of my Father?” (Luke 2:49) Submis-
sively, the young Jesus returned with his
parents to Nazareth. There he contrnued to
show his love for meetings of worsh 1p
re ulaﬁa tendance at the S na ogue, Thus,
1e began his mrnrst te Brble re-
Borts He came to Nazareth, where heh
een reared: an, accordrng fq his cus om
n the sabbath da yhe entered mtot es)j
agogue and he st?o up to read.” After Je-
s read and explained Isaiah 6.1, 2, the

audience began “to marvel at the winsome
‘i t{?/ngttt'tggﬁ ovard o szgroce%arng out of his mouth."—Luke



I/Christian meetings today follow this
same basic pattern. After the meeting is
opened with a so_ngi of praise and a prayer,
verses from the Bibile (or verses quoted i Bi-
ble study material) are read and explained.
True Chiristians are under obligation to im-
itate the good custom of Jesus, Christ. As
far as their circumstances permit, they find
delight in being, reqular In attendance at
Christian gatherings.

Modern-Day Examples

BIn less affluent parts of the earth, many
of our brothers and sisters set a fine ex-
ample of appreciation for Christian gather-
ings. In Mozambique it took a district over-
seer, Orlando, and his wife, Amelia, 45 hours
to, walk some 55 miles over a high moun-
tain to serve an assembly. Then they had to
make the same trip back to serve the next
assemblk/. Orlando modestly reported: “We
felt that we had done nothing when we met
up with_the brothers from thé Bawa Congre-

ation, Toattend the assembly and returi to

eir homes involved a six-day Journery]/ of
about 250 miles on foot, and among them
was a brother 60 years old!”

BWhat, about “appreciation for weekly
congregation meetings? Kashwashwa Njami-
ba IS a frail sister in her 70's. She livés in
Kaisososi, a small V|IIaPe about three miles
from the Kingdom Hall'in Rundy, Namibia,
To attend. the meetings, she walks a round
trip of six miles through the bush. Oth-
ers have been mugged-along this route,
but Kashwashwa keeps coming. Most of the
meetmqs are conducted in [anguages she
does not understand, So how does sfie bene-
fit from attending? “By followm(% the scrip-
tures,” says Kashwashwa, “ try To work out

18,19, What Eplendi .exarrples have brothers
In'léss & Ilﬂﬁn countries set respecting meet-
Ings, assemblies, and conventions

what the talk is about.” But she is illjterate,
s0 how does she follow the scriptures? “] is-
ten for the scriptures | know R/heart, she
answers. And over the ¥ears,_s e has stored
%uLte anumber of scriptures in her memory.

0 improve her ability to use the Bible, she
attends a literacy class arran?ed by the con-

regation, “I love to attend the meetings,”
She'says. “There are always new things t0 be
learned. | love to associate with the broth-
ers and sisters. Even though I can't speak to
all of them, they aIwa?/s come and greet me.
And most important, Tknow that by attend-
Ing the meetings, I'am making Jehovah's
heart glad. -

D Like Kashwashwa, millions of Jehovah’s
worsh|€ers throughout the earth show com-
mendable appreciation for Christian gather-
mgs. As Satan’s world heads toward'its de-
stryction, we cannot afford to forsake the
gathering of ourselves toqsther. Rather, let
s remain spiritually awake and show deep
appreciation for meetlngs, assemblies, and
conventions. That not ofily will make Jeho-
vah's heart glad but will richly benefit us as
we partake Of divine teaching that leads to
eternal |ife—Proverbs 27:117 [saiah 48:17,
18, Mark 13:35-37.

égth\é\mgsr’pw we not forsake our Christian

Review Questions

O Why is it a privilege to attend Chris-
tian gatherings?

O How can all in attendance contribute
to an upbuilding meeting?

O What outstanding example did Jesus
Christ set?

O What lesson can be learned from
brothers in less affluent lands?
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GRATEFUL FOR A
STRONG CHRISTIAN
HERITAGE

AS told by Gwen Gooch

At school | san ahrmn
with the words, ‘the Great Jehovah
enthroned in his glory.” | often wondered,
‘Who 15 this Jehovah?’

Y GRANDPARENTS were God-  problems. Grandmother ave him the book
fearing. In this century,  Enemies, puplished by Jehovah’s Witness-
the assomate W|th the Bible Stu-  es, From reading it, he Iearned that the rea
ens as e ovah’s Witnesses wereetkany of mankmd Is Satan the Devil and
known. My father did well in busined$iat nIy God’s Kingdom can bring world
did not at first pass on to his three children  peace.*— an|eI244 2 Corinthians 4:4,
theChrlstlanh rtta ehe had been offered. war aggroached ur famil starteﬁt at-
It vYas onl W en at er%a(}/e my br%t er, tendin tings at.the Kln om Hall of
oug s m S|se rlhe ana me'the lg) Jehovan’s Witn sses in Wood Green, ort
lets entitled His Works and Who Is God?  London. In June 19 we went to near(y -
hatIIearned that Jehovah i |s the name of exandra Palace to hear the ullca ress
the true God. %Psalm 83: 18\) was thrilled!  “Government and Peace,” delivered
But what adr kindled Father’s interest? Wp F._Rutherford, then Rrealdent o the
In 1938, when he saw the nations gmsed ach Tower Society. Rutherford’s speech
for way, Father realized that 1t would tak

more than human efforts to remedy world — pearain ey OF MY Tater, Emest Beaog P 15 10a)
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in New York City’s Madison Square Gar-
den was relayed by radio to London and oth-
er major cities. We could hear_the talk so
clearly that when a rowdy mab in New York
caused a disturhance, | looked arqund to see
If 1t was occurring n our auditorium!

Father’s Zeal for Bible Truth

Father insisted that every Saturday eve-
nrn? our whole famry share together in a
Bible studI( Our stu v\y ehntered on the Bi-
ble subjec atchtower scheduled
for drscussron the followrng day. Hlustrating
the impact these studies had, to this day
the account about Joshua and the srege of
the city of Al drscussed in The Watchtower
of May 1, 1939, 1s still vivid in my mind.
| was 'so intrigued by that account that |
checked all the'refererices to it in my own Bi-
btlel | dfound such research fascinating—and
sti

Sharrng with others what we were learn-
ing sounded Bible teachings down into mx
heart. One da Father gaveme a phono[grap
wrth a recorded Bible ‘sermon, a booklet we
use for Bible study, and the ‘address of an
e derI% lady. He then'asked me to call on her.

“What am I going to say, and what do |
do? Irnriurre

“It’s all there,” Father replied. “Just play
the record, read the questions, have the
householder read the answers, and then read
the scriptures.”

| did as he told me, and in this way | doing?” | asked

learned to conduct a Bible study. By thus us-
Ing the Scrrhtures In my ministry,’l came to
understand them better.

ChaIIeanre of the War Years
World War IT broke out in 1939, and the
o owrn ear | was baptized in symbol
e atron to serve Jehovah. T was
3. 1 decided then to become a pio-
neer as ‘full-time ministers are called. 1 1eft

school In 1941 and at the Lejcester conven-
tion orned Douglas in the full-time preach-

Ing activi
gIhe fol%wrn% gear Father was impris-
?ned for his. cons renrrous obbecéron to war-
are, We children rallied around our mqth-
helping her care for our home during
that difficult time of war. Then, no Sooner
Was Father reIeased from. Prrson than Doug-
?was called ug ?rmrrary service. A [o-
ca news aper adline read, “Why Son Like
Father Chose Prison.” A good witness result-
ed, as opportunity was provided to explain
why true Christians do hot share i Kiflin
tlhleirzfellowhumans —John 13:35: 1John 3
During those war years, man Wrtness-
es In thg fu(ﬁtrme rh/ dStrIX re rerI]
vrsrtors to our home, ang their E |
Bible-hased discussions left 3 la ting
Bressron Among these farthful Chrrstran
rothers were John Barr and Albert Schroe-
der Who are now members of the Governrng
go eovahsWrtnses My Rarent
Wer truyhosprtable an ey taught us to
be the same.—Hebrews 13:2

Ready to Provide an Answer
Soon after Istarted pioneerin I met Hil-
darnt ‘porto ormrnrst ean rly
theclarke 1EM Vh/shan IS 0 fr hting’ for
e likes of you! Why aren’t you orn some-
thin towadthe WZI e? or¥ !
ow much do you know about what | am
Do you know why | have
cometoy
she replred ‘you had hetter come

“W(fll

I Was abIe to explain that Wewe{ Provid-
L truehoeto e(Yvhowresue
ecayse of H?e herr eeds t%at ereh

e ofer i e tane of Gl
uIaP B %?e stugent She has been
Itness now for over 55 years.
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At the end of the war, | received a new
pioneer assrrIrnment in Dorchester, a town
In southwes England. Thrs Was the frrst
trme live awa?/ from home,
small con re ation. me |n a restaurant a
16th centur uilding called “The Old Tea

ouse " We ad to redrran ethe tables and

ra}rrs for each o]our mée nﬂ It was ver
different from the Kingdom Fall | was use
0. Nevertheless, the same spiritual food and
loving association of Christian brothers and
srsters were Present
parents meanwhile moved to Tun-
brrd e Wells, south of London, | returned
home so that Father, Anne, and | could pi P
neer together. Our congre ation soop grew
from 12'to 70 Wrtnesse our family”was
asked to move to Brighton on the South
coast where the need’ for Krngdom pro-
r_: aimed Was \%reater Many zea oust orned
reach rnﬁ Ith ourgroneerfamry na we
sa Jehovah richly bless our work” The one
congregation soon became three!

An Unexpected Invitation

In the summer of 1950, our family was
among the 850 delergates from Britain who
attended the Theoc acys Increase Interna-
tional Assembly in New York City’s Yankee
Stadium. Many pioneers who would come to
that convention from overseas were sent an
%pﬁlrcatron trf attend the Watchtower Bible
chool of Gr ead, located near South Lan-
srng New York. Douglas, Anne, and | were
am ngdthemI | remember thrnkrng when |
droHB my filled-out ?P I(Jcatron into tQ

owI ave re<a one It! W at

rection wil m re ake?’ Yet my determ|-

t t t {
nation was: “Here | am! Send me,’ S salan
68? | was thrilled when]l received a |nvr
{ ton to remarn a ter e convention to at-
tend t he 16th class of Gilead, together with
Doquas and Anne. We were' all“well aware
that %ou d be sent as missionaries to any
part of the world.
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After en{oyrng the conventron together as

family, the_time came for our Rarents
to return to England—alone. Thet ree of
us children waved. good- bw as they sailed
home onthe Mauritania. What an émotion-
al parting that wag!

Missionary Assignments

The 16th class of Gilead was made upof
120 students from all parts of the world, in-
clud |n%1 some who had suffered in Nazi con-
centra lon camps. Since our class was taught
Spanish, we expected to be assigned to some
Spanrsh speaking country in South Ameri-
ca. Imagine our surlorrse on graduatjon day
to learn that Douglas was assigned to Ja-
ﬁan and Anne and | to Syria. So.we urrls
ad to [earn Arabic, and this remained True
even when our assignment was changed to
Lebanon. While waiting for our visas, we
recerved Arabic lessons twice a week from
eorqe Shakashiri, the Watch TOWﬁr 0ClI-
ety’s typesetter for the Arabic Watchtower.
How exciting it was to be gornq t0 a Bi-
ble land that We had studied about in class!
Keith and Joyce Chew, Edna Stackhouse, Ol-
Ive Turner, Doreen Warburton and Doris
Wood accompanied us there. W hata r\t/{}py
missionary family we_became! A local
ness visited our missjonary home to assist
us further with the language. During our

|>r Instruction errod Wwe would practice

brief resentatr n, after which we would

o out an use it n our preaching work.

We spent our first couple of}/ears in Trip-
oli, where there_was an established congre-
ation. Joyce, Edna, Olive, Doreen, Dorrs
nne, and | assisted the wives and' day
ters of IocaI Wrtnesses to share in meetrn%s
as Well as in_the public ministry
til then, our Christian brothers and srsters
following local custom, did not sit togeth-
er at meetrnﬁs and rarely did these Chris-
tian sisters share in the ministry from house



Clockwise starting top left:

Gwen at age 13
demonstrating a model study
at the Enfield Kingdom Hall

Mi.ssiqnar%family in
Tripoli, Lebanon, 1951

Gwen with herlate
husband, Wilf

to house. We needed their assistance with

the Ianguage In our public Ipre_achmg, ang
we encouraged them to share in this work
themselves.

Anne and | were next assigned to help
the small group of Witnesses in the ancient
city of Sidon. Not long afterward, we were
a?ked 0 return ho (tp%caﬁltal, Beirut. Seeds
of Bible truth nad been sown among the
Armeman-speakmg community there, S0 we
learned that language to help them,

Changes of Asmgnment

| had met Wilfred G

England, He was a zealous, caring broth-
er Who had served in the London” Bethel.

Wilf was a member of the 15th class of Gil-
ead, which graduated during the 1950 Yan-
kee Stadium convention. His missionary as-
signment was the Watch Tower Society’s
branch office in N|Per|a, and for some time
we corresponded. M 1955 we hoth attend-
ed the “Triumphant Kingdom™ convention in
London, and shortly théreafter we became
engaged. The following year, we were mar-
ried in Ghana, and | joiried Wilf in his mis-
sionary assignment In Lagos, Nigeria.
After I left Anne in Lebanon, she married

och hefore leaving a fine Christian brother who had learned Bi-

ble truth in Jerusalem. My parents were un-
able to attend our weddirigs, since Douglas,
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Anne, and | were married in different Earts
of the world. Still, the_)( Were content to know
Hg)ata Kve all were happily serving our God, Je-
vah.

Work in Nigeria

_ At the branch office in Lagos, .| was as-
signed to clean the rooms of tfie eight mem-
bérs of our branch family as well a5 prepare
their meals and do their IaundrK. |t seemed
to me | had gained not only a husband hut
an instant family too! ~~ °
Wilf and | learned brief Bible presenta-
tions in the Yoruba language, and we were
rewarded for our efforts. A young student
we contacted now has a son dnd a daughter
who serve in Nigeria’s large Bethel family of
about 400 members. o

In 1963, Wilf received an invitation to
attend a fen-month course_of spe?|al in-
struction in Brooklyn, New York. After fin-
|sh|_n% It, he was unexpectedly
assighed back to _EnIgIand. I
had Temained in Nigerla and
Was (Iylven only 14 days’ no-
tice To meet Wilf in” Lon-
don. I left with mixed feel-
Ings, since Nigeria had
Deen such a happy assign-
ment. After serving 14 years
abroad, it took timé to adjust
to life in England again.
However, we Were grate-
ful to be close to our ag-
in Parents once m?re
and to be able to help
care for them.

Sustained by Our Hope

From 1980,1was privileged to accompany
Wilfas he traveled to manycountries as zone
overseer, | esPemaII looked forward to our
return visits to Nigeria. Later we also went
to. Scandinavia, tfie West Indies, and the
Middle East—mclu_dmﬁ Lebanon. It was a
special thrill to relive Rappy memories and
to see those | had known as youn? teenagers
who were serving as Christian elders.

T_raglcallg m|¥| dear hushand died in the
spring of 1992. He was only 69. It was an es-
Peua y hard blow as It happened sosudden-
y. Aftér 35 years of marrlag_e, It has taken
time to adjust. But | have recéived much help
and love from my worldwide Christian fam-
lly. | have had so many happy experiences
upon which to reflect. ,

Both my parents set a splendid exam-
ple of Christian mt_egrltg. Mother died
In 1081 and Father in” 1986, Dou Ia? and

Anne cantinue to serve Jenovan faith-

fully. Douglas and his wife, Kam, are
back in London, where they have
remained after caring for Father.

Anne and her family afe in the Unit-

ed States. All of us greatlal appreci-

ate our God-given hope and heritage.

We continue to “show a waltmg
attjtude,” looking forward t

the time when the Ilvmg,

alontg with their resuy-

rected loved ones, will
serve forever together as

mem 1rs of Jehovah’s
eart g family.—Lam-

entations 3:24.



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
God Makes It Grow in Alaska

BENEATH a mantle of snow and ice, a tiny seed
awaits the opportunity to develop to maturity.
Within the three short months that make up the
Alaskan summer, a cabbage seed one eighth of an
inch in diameter may grow to nearly 90 pounds!
Yes, this land that was once thought by many to be
a barren, glacial wasteland can produce abundant
fruitage.

This is especially true of the spiritual field in Alas-
ka. There, in the land of long winters, Jehovah's
Witnesses continue to sow Kingdom seed. As in
other parts of the earth, God makes the seed grow
in fertile hearts.— 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7.
¢ While on a school bus, a young Witness named
Vanessa observed a fellow student, Ann, who al-
ways sat by herself. Ann appeared sad, so Vanessa
invited Ann to sit next to her. No wonder Ann was
sad! Her mother had died from a heart attack, and
a short time later, her father died from cancer. That
is why Ann was living with relatives in Alaska.

Vanessa stopped by the home of her new ac-
quaintance while in field service one Saturday and
left her the brochure Does God Really Care About
Us? The following Monday at school, Ann sought
out the young Witness. Ann had many Bible ques-
tions, which Vanessa was able to answer. "Where
do you have your services?" she inquired. That
evening Ann attended her first meeting at the King-
dom Hall.

It did not take long for this 17-year-old orphan
to find many 'fathers' and 'mothers," just as Je-
sus promised. (Matthew 19:29) And what a joyful
occasion it was to see a happy and smiling Ann
symbolize her dedication to Jehovah by water bap-
tism at the "Messengers of Godly Peace" District
Convention!

* In the remote areas of the vast Alaskan Arctic
region— where villages are separated by hundreds
of miles of wilderness— the Watch Tower Society's
twin-engine airplane has been used to sow King-
dom seed in over 150 communities. But spiritual
growth through a regular study of the Bible de-

pends upon correspondence. Since letter writing is
a challenge for many, a Bible teacher needs to
be creative in order to keep the student's interest
alive. How might this be accomplished?

Kathy conducted a progressive Bible study with
Edna, although they lived more than 400 miles
apart! Rather than just copying the questions in
the study aid, Kathy made up a work sheet with
questions and provided space for writing in the
answers. After Edna filled in the answers, Kathy re-
plied and inserted comments as needed to clarify a
point. Kathy states: "I set aside Wednesday evening
for our 'study," and | tried to hold to it as | would
any other Bible study appointment. | also sent Edna
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Since it took
two weeks for mailing time, a study through corre-
spondence appeared somewhat slow."

Imagine the thrill when Kathy and Edna met face-
to-face at the district convention in Anchorage
after ten months of studying through the mail! The
Witnesses were also glad to have in attendance Bi-
ble students and other interested ones from several
isolated villages in Alaska.

Although growth may at times appear to be slow,
some "seedlings" germinate rapidly when exposed
to the light of truth. On the average, more than
one hundred new praisers of Jehovah are baptized
each year in Alaska! We say, "Thank you, Jeho-
vah," for making it grow!
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Men

“With Feelings

Like Ours"

E WAS a king and a prophet but also
H alovmg father. One of his sons rew

up to Become vain and proud. "I

From Overcom5 c?ence to Meekness
A prominent prophet of pre-Christian

determined atfempt to_ usurp the throinmes was Moses. Even at 40 years of age,

this son launched a civil war, intent on his
father’s death. But In the battle that fol-
lowed, 1t was the son who was killed. When
the father learned of his son’s death he
went alone to a roof chamber and wept:
“Mﬁ son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!
Ot at | m|g|ht have died, Imyself instead

{ou bsalom my son, my son!” (2 Samu-
el I) efatPer Was g DaV|d Like
otherpophets of J eovah hé was aman
with feelmgis like ours."—James 5:17

In Bible Times the men and women who
spoke for Jehovah were from every walk
of life and were seen in everyday settqu
I_rke us, they had problems’and suffered
h

imperfections. Who were. some of

om
ese proyhets and how were their feelings
e ours:
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however, he was not ready to serve as Jefio-
vahsspokesman hy h|Ie IS brothers
were oppressed by Pharaoh of E I%P Moses
Was raised in Pharaoh s household and was
“powerful in his words and deeds,” The rec-
ord tells us: “He was supposing his brothers
would grasp that God was giving them sal-
vation hIS hand § Overconfldent he acted
ﬁgﬁresswe g In defense of a Hegrew slave,

mP an Egyptian.—Acts 7:22-25; Exodus

Now Moses was forced to flee, and he spent
the next four decades as a shePherd in dis-
tant Midian, (Exodus 215) At the end of
that time, Moses, now 80 years of age, was
commissioned by Jehovah as a proPhet But
Moses was. nQ Ion([;er overconfident. He felt
so unqualified that he questioned Jehovah’s



commissioning him as prophet, using such
expressions as, “Who am | that | should go
to Pharaoh?” and, “What shall | say?” (EXo-
dus 3:11,13) With Jehovah’s loving reassur-
ance and assistance, Moses went on to per-
form his asm?_nment with great success.

Have you, like Moses, ever allowed qver-
confidence fo lead you to do or say things
that proved unwis¢? If so, accept” further
training with humility. Or have Ko_u felt un-
qualified to gerform certain Christian re-
sponsibilities? Rather than declining, accept
the help offered by Jehovah and his organi-
zation. The One who helped Moses can also
assist you.

. Elijah Had Feelg S . .
Like Ours'in a Time of Discipline
“Elijah was a man with feeImPs like ours,

and yet in prayer_he prayed for it not to rain;
and 1t did not rain upon the land for three
years and six months.” (James 5:17) Elijah’s
Pra er Was in harmony with Jehovah’s will
0 discipline a nation that had turned away
from Him. Yet, Elijah knew that the drought
he was Fraymg for would cause human suf-
fering. 1srael was largely a%rlcultural; dew
and rain were the life of the people. Con-
tinuous droufqht would bring extreme dis-
tress. Vegetation would withr: crops would
fail. Domestic animals used for work and
food would die, and some families would be
threatened with starvation. Who would suf-
fer most? The common people. A widow lat-
er told Elijah that she was reduced to a hand-
ful of flour and a little oil. She fully expected
that she and her son would soori starve to
death. (1 Kings 17:12) For Ell*ah to Rray as
he did, he had to have firm faith that Je-
hovah would care for His servants—rich or
poor—who had not abandoned true worship.
As the record shows Elqah was not disap-
pointed.—1 Kings 17:13-16; 18:35.

Three years later, when Jehovah indicat-
ed that fie would soon bring rain, Elijah’s
earnest desire to see the drought end is Seen
in his repeated, intense Rrayers while he
was “crouching to the earth and keeping his
face Rput between his knees.” (1 ngs 18
42) Repeately, he urged his attendant: “Go
up, please. Look in the direction of the sea”
for Some indication that Jehovah heard his
Rrayers. (1 Kings. 18:43) What joy he must

ave felt when™finally,"in response to his
prayers, “the heaven %ave rain and the land
put forth its fruit”—James 5:18. _
_|fyouare aparent or an elder in the Chris-
tian “congregation, you may have to wres-
tle with deep feelirigs when administering
correction. However, such human emotigns
need to be tempered with the conviction
that discipling is necessary at times and
that when 1t 1s administered with love, It
“yields peaceable fruit,_namely, righteous-
ness.” (Hebrews 12:11) The results of obey-
Ing Jehovah's laws are always desirable. Like
Elijah, we pray from the heart that they be
carried out.

JBremlah Showed
Courage Despite Discouragement
Of all the Bible writers, Jeremiah was per-
haps the one who wrote the most about his
personal feelings. As a young man, he was
reluctant to acCept his commission. _&Jeremr
ah 1:6) He nonetheless proceeded with great
courage to_declare God’s word, only to col-
lide with fierce op?osmon from felfow Isra-
elites—from king to commaner. That oppo-
sition sometimes brou%ht him to anger and
tears. (Jeremiah 9:3; 18:20-23; 20:7-18) On
different occasions he was mobbed, struck
fastened to a p|||0r¥, imprisoned, threatened
with death, and left to_die in the mud at the
bottom of an empty cistern. At times even
Jehovah’s message hurt, as il|ustrated by his
words: “0 my inestines, my intestines! 1 am
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in severe ﬁarns in the walls of my heart.”
—Jeremiah 4:19,

_Still, he loved Jehovah’s word, saying:
Your word_ becomes to me the exultation
and the rejoicing of my heart.” (Jeremiah 15;
16) At the same time, frustration led him to
cry out to Jehovah: “You positively became
to'me like something deceitful, like waters
that have proved untfustworthy,” as those of
a brook that easily dry up. (Jeremiah 15:18)
Nevertheless, Jehovah understood his con-
flicting feelings and continued to support
him s0 that hé could fulfill his commission.
—Jeremiah 15:20; see also 20:7-9.

Do you, like Jeremiah, face frustration o
opposrtron in carr md out your ministry?
Look to Jehavah. Continue to follow his di-
rectroln and Jehovah will reward your efforts
as well.

Jesus Had Feelrnds Like Ours

The greatest prophet of all time was God’s
own Son, Jesus Christ. Although he was a
Perfect man, he did not suppress his emo-
ions. We often read of his Inner feelings
which must have been evident in his face and
|n his reaction to others. Jesus was often
“moved with Jort "and he used the same ex-
i)ressron in escrrbrng characters in his il-
ustrations.—Mark 1:41: 6:34: Luke 10:33.

In Our Next Issue

Reliving Jesus' Last Days on Earth
Dedication and Freedom of Choice

Constantine the Great— A Champion
of Christianity?
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He must have rgrsed hrf voice when he
drove salesmen and animals from, the tem-
Ple with the words: “Take these things away
fom here!” %John 2:14-16) Peter’s Sugges-
tion, “Be kind to yourself, Lord,” drew the
forceful response “Get behind me, Satan!”
—Matthew 16:22, 23

Jesus had specia) affection for certain ones
who were especially close to him. The aﬁos
tle John was descrifed as the “disciple whom
Jesys used to love” (eJohn 217, 20) And we
read: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sis-
ter and Lazarus."—John IL5.

Jesus couId aIso be hurt, Feeling the trar{;
tedrs azarus eath Jesus gave way o

)D Revealing the i
of eart caused b}/hrs etrayal by Judas Is-
carrot Jesus uoe a orgnant expres |on
rom 1 af used to fee
my bread has Irfted up his heel against me
—John 13:18; Psalm 41.9,
Even while experrencrng excrucratrn
Parponthe staﬁe esus show ﬂ 1S det 0
nér He tenderly ntruste IS mot erto
ISCIp ew om e loved,” (John 19
2 ) W en he saw evidence of repentance in
one of the evildoers rmpaled alongside, him,
JesHs compassionately’ sajd: “You will be
with me In Paradise, (Lue2343) We can
eeltheburst%emotronrn IS cry: “My God,
ave you forsaken me? (Mat
i 2746 And his dyin words hreathe
heartfelt Iove and trust, at er Into your
hands 1 entrust my spirit,"—Luke 23:46.
hat reasaur nce aII of this gives us! “For
ave as g V\Prres not oewho can
not mp trz th our weak nesses but
onei ests] who has been tested n all re-
Bnec s like“ourselves, but without sin.”—He-
ews 415,

Jehovah’s Confidence
ﬁhovah never r\e\;; ﬁtted his chorce of
0Kesmen, their loyalty to him,

S 0
Fr)rd he compassronately ovdrlooked the

a



weaknesses of those who were imperfect. Yet
he expected them to fulfill their commission.
With"his heIP_ they were able to do so.

Let us pa |ent9/ show canfidence in our
|oyal brothers and sisters. The%/_wnl always
bé imperfect in this system of things, as will
we. Still, we should néver judge our brothers
as unworthy of our love and attention. Paul
wrote; “We, though, who are stronP ought to
bear the weaknesses of those not strond, and
not to be pleasing ourselves."—Romans 15:1;
Colossians 313,14,

The prophets of Jehovah_ experienced all
the emotions that we experience. Neverthe-
less, they trusted in Jehovah, and Jehovah
brought them through. More than that, Je-
hovah gave them reasons for joy—a Iqood
conscience, realization. of his “favor, o%al
companions who sustained them, and the
assurance of a haP_p future. (Hebrews 12
1-3) Let us also stick to Jehovah, with full
confidence as we imitate the faith of the
prophets of old, men “with feelings like

ours.”

Dactors, Judoes,

and Je

ACK in March 1995, Jehovah’s Wit-
Bnesses sRonsored two seminars in

Brazil, The purpose? To seek the co-
operation of medical and legal personnel
when a hospital patient is oné of Jehovah’s
Witnesses and cannot accept a blood trans-
fusion.—Acts 15:29. _

Sadly, in some cases doctors had ignored
the wishes of Witness patients and had
sought to qbtain court orders to, force a
blood transfusion, In such situations the
Witnesses used whatever Ie(I]aI means were
available to protect themselves. Neverthe-
less, they preferred cooperation to_confron-
tation. Thus, the seminars emphasized that
there are many alternatives to homologous
blood transfusion thelragg and that Jeho-
vah's Witnesses glad ]y_{ cept these. *

A meeting of the Regional Council of
Medicine of Sao Paulo had already support-

*Eqr more information, . e the hrochyre How
A ST B

ovan’s

[1ESSES

ed the_Wltnesse_s’E)osmqn. In January 1995
it decided that if there is an objection to a
doctor’s recommended treatment, the pa-
tient has the right to refuse it and to choose
another doctor.

Commendably, there are now hundreds
within Brazil’smedical community who are
willing to administer nonblood treatment
to thelr gaUents_ who request it. Since the
March 1995 seminars, cooperation between
doctors, judges, and Jehovah’s Witness-
es in Brazil has improved remarkably. In
1997 the Brazilian medical magazine Am-
bito Hospitalar published an article that
Insisted on the rut;hts of Jehovah’s Witness-
es to have their stand on the blood issue re-
spected. It is now w_ldeI){ recognized that,
as stated by the Regional Councils of Med-
icine for the states of Rio de Janeiro and
Sao Paulo, “the doctor’s duty to protect his
Pauent’s life should not trariscend his duty
0 defend the patient’s right of choice.”
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

Jesus Sends Forth 70 Disciples

WAS the autumn of 32 C.E. Only six months

remained before Jesus' death. Hence, in order

to speed up the preaching work and further the
training of some of his followers, he designated 70
disciples and "sent them forth by twos in advance
of him into every city and place to which he him-
self was going to come."— Luke 10:1.*

Jesus sent forth his disciples "in advance of him"
so that the people would be able to decide more
quickly whether they were for or against the Mes-
siah when Jesus himself later arrived. But why did
he send them "by twos"? Evidently, in order that
they might be an encouragement to each other
when faced with opposition.

Stressing the urgency of their preaching work,
Jesus told his followers: "The harvest, indeed, is
great, but the workers are few. Therefore beg the
Master of the harvest to send out workers into his
harvest." (Luke 10:2) The analogy to a harvest was
appropriate, for any delay at harvesttime could re-
sult in the waste of valuable crops. Likewise, if the
disciples were to neglect their preaching assign-
ment, precious lives could be lost!— Ezekiel 33:6.

Undistracted Ministers

Jesus further instructed his disciples: "Do not car-
ry a purse, nor a food pouch, nor sandals, and do
not embrace anybody in greeting along the road."
(Luke 10:4) It was customary for a traveler to car-
ry not only a pouch and food but also an extra
pair of sandals, for soles could wear out and laces
could break. But Jesus' disciples were not to wor-
ry about such things. Rather, they were to trust that
Jehovah would care for them by means of fellow
Israelites, among whom hospitality was a custom.

* Some Bibles and ancient Greek manuscripts say that Je-
sus sent forth "seventy-two" disciples. However, there is
abundant manuscript support for the reading "seventy." This
technical variation should not detract from the main point,
that Jesus sent forth a large group of his disciples to preach.
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But why did Jesus tell his disciples not to em-
brace anyone in a greeting? Were they to be cold,
even rude? Not at all! The Greek word a spa -
zomai, meaning to embrace in a greeting, may
mean more than a polite "hello" or "good-day." It
may also include the customary kisses, embraces,
and long conversation that would ensue when two
acquaintances met. One commentator observes:
"Salutations among the Orientals did not consist,
as among us, of a slight bow, or extension of the
hand, but was performed by many embraces, and
inclinations, and even prostrations of the body on
the ground. All this required much time" (Com-
pare 2 Kings 4:29.) Jesus thus helped his follow-
ers to avoid unnecessary, though customary, dis-
tractions.

Finally, Jesus told his disciples that when they
entered a house and were welcomed, they should
"stay in that house, eating and drinking the things
they [would] provide." But if they entered a city
and were not well received, they should "go out
into its broad ways and say, 'Even the dust that
got stuck to our feet from your city we wipe off
against you.™ (Luke 10:7, 10, 11) Wiping or
shaking the dust off one's feet would signify that
the disciples were peacefully leaving the unrecep-
tive house or city to the consequences that would
eventually come from God. But those who re-
ceived Jesus' disciples with kindness put them-
selves in line for blessings. Jesus told his apostles
on another occasion: "He that receives you re-
ceives me also, and he that receives me receives
him also that sent me forth. And whoever gives
one of these little ones only a cup of cold water
to drink because he is a disciple, | tell you truly,
he will by no means lose his reward."— Matthew
10:40, 42.



Lessons for Us

The commission to preach the good news of
God's Kingdom and to make disciples is now be-
ing carried out by well over 5,000,000 Wit-
nesses of Jehovah worldwide. (Matthew 24:14;
28:19, 20) They realize that their message is ur-
gent. Therefore, they make the most of their time,
avoiding distractions that would prevent them
from giving full attention to their important assign-
ment.

Jehovah's Witnesses strive to be cordial with
all they meet. Nevertheless, they do not simply
engage in idle chatter, nor do they get caught
up in debates over social issues or the fail-
ing attempts of this world to correct injustices.
(John 17:16) Rather, they focus their discussion
on the only long-term solution to man's problems
— God's Kingdom.

Most often, Jehovah's Witnesses are seen work-
ing in pairs. Could not more be accomplished if
each of them worked alone? Perhaps. Still, Chris-
tians today recognize the benefit of working side
by side with a fellow believer. It affords a mea-
sure of protection when witnessing in dangerous
areas. Working with a partner also enables new-
er ones to benefit from the skill of more experi-
enced publishers of the good news. Really, both
can contribute toward an interchange of encour-
agement.— Proverbs 27:17.

Without doubt, the preaching work is the most
urgent work being carried out in these "last days."
(2 Timothy 3:1) Jehovah's Witnesses are happy
to have the support of a worldwide brotherhood
in which they work "side by side for the faith of
the good news."— Philippians 1:27.
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A RADIO announcer in
Lima, Peru, had serious res-
ervations about Jehovah's
Witnesses. After attending
one of their district conven-
tions, however, histattitude
changed dramatically. In
fact, he was so impressed
that he made some favor-
able comments to his radio
audience. The following are
excerpts from what he said:

"The convention was sim-
ply extraordinary. There was not a piece
of paper on the floor nor a vendor around.
There were no traffic jams. Five thousand two
hundred people went to the stadium at their
own expense, each armed with bucket, rag,
duster, dustpan, broom, hand brush, gloves,
and detergent to wash and scrub the place.

"There was not
a piece of paper
on the floor"

i,

Where paint was needed,
they went ahead and paint-
ed. And who comes up with
the money? They come up
with it themselves! When
they are informed about
something that needs to
be done, all of them im-
mediately reach into their
pockets to give. | tell you,
the Catholic Church is fall-
ing asleep when it comes
to such matters. | want to
congratulate Jehovah's Witnesses and the
coordinators of this event. And | want to say
to them from the bottom of my heart, May
God help you and bless you."

In the cities around the world this year, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses will enjoy the "God's Way of
Life" District Convention. Will you be present?



