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WRHY BE GRATEFUL?

INAL sur%ery forced Harley to change
IS career Trom a machinistto an office
lerk. When asked how he felt about

when deserved, are truly heartwarmin%.
The effect of ingratitude, onthe other hand,
can be as chilling as Shakespeare observed:

1S chan%e_, Harley said: “I do miss workingBlow, blow, thou winter wind, thou art

with mac
happier with my présent work than with my
previous job. _

Giving a reason for his contentment, Har-
ley relates: “It is the attitude of the people
| work with. Unlike those at my previous
glace ofemlfloyment, my current supervisor
na coworkers are apgr clative of what | do,
and they don't. hold back from giving com-
mendation. This has made all the difference
In the world.” Feeling useful and needed,
Harley is now a happy worker. _

Words of commendation or gratitude,

inery. But, in all honesty, | amot so unkind as man’s ingratitude.” Sadly,

many have been the recipients of such un-
kindness,

Guard Against Ingratitude

In, today’s world sincere expressions of
gratitude are disappearing, Awriter, for in-
Stance, raised a question: “If the bride found
time to address 200 wedding invitations,
why can't she find time to write thank-you
notes for 163 presents?” Often gven the, sim-
ple word “thanks” goes unsaid. Gratityde
IS increasingly being replaced by a me-first
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attitude. This situation is one of the identi-  quality, gfrati_tude protects him from such
fying marks of the last days. The apostle  negative Teelings as anger, jealousy, and re-
aul"'warned: “You must redlise that inthe  sedtment.

|ast days the times will be full of danger. ,‘ "

Men wil] become utterly self-centred - . . Show Yourselves Thankful”
They will be utterly La?Fmg in gratitude.” _The Bible urges us to- cultivate a spirit
—2°Timothy 3:1, 2 Phiflips. of gratitude, or thankfulness. Paul wrote:

In other ‘cases, gratitude is replaced by ~ -In‘connection with everything give thanks,
flattery. Expressions ofqrantude are made ~ For this is the will of God in union with
from the heart without thought of person-  Christ Jesus respecting you. él Thegsalo-
al gain. However, flattery, ustally insincere  nians 5:18) And Paul Counseled the Colos-
and exaggerated, may s¥em from the ulte-  sians; “Letthe peace of the Christ control in
rir motive of getting ahead or gaining cer- }/ou,r,hearts ... And show yourselves thank-
tain personal advantages. (Jude’16) Besides  Tul.” (Colossians 3:15} umerous psalms
bequiling the recipient, such smooth talk ~ contain expressions of thanks, indicating
tends to be the fruitage of pride and haugh-  that heart eltgratltude is a godly virtug.
tiness. Who, then, would want to be victim-  (Psalm 27:4; 75:1) Clearly, Jehovah God Is
1zed by insincere flattery? But genuine grat-  pleased when we manifest thankfulness in
itude is truly refreshing. ~ everyday matters of life.

The person e>]<pressmg (Ilratltude benefits But what factors in this unthankful world
from doing so, The warmth he exPenenc_es make it difficult for us to cultjvate the spirit
because of being. grateful at heart contrib-  of gratitude? How may we display a thank-
utes to his hagpmess ang Beace. (Compare ~ ful"attitude in daily Tife? These” questions
Proverbs 15:13, 15) And being a positive  will be discussed in’the next article.

SPIRTT OF GRATITODE

PHYSICIAN in New York State  “Goand show yourselves tq the priests,” The

saves Marie’s life in an emergency  lepers accepted his direction, and while on

situation. But 50-year-old Marie  the way, thex began to see and feel their re-
neither thanks the doctor nor pays her stdred health. .

_owtyg)lcal of ingratitude! ~ ~ Nine of the cured lepers continued on

The Bible relates that once, upon entering  their way. But the other leper, a Samaritan,

a village, Jesus encountered ten_menwho  returned to look for Jesus. This former lep-

had the terrible disease leprosy. They cried er Inralse_d (0d, and upon finding Jesus, he

out to him with loud voices: “Jésus, Instruc-  fell at his feet, thanking him. In reply Je-

tor, have mercy on us!” Jesus commanded:  sus said: “The ten were Cleansed, were’they
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not? Where, then, are the other nine? Were
nong found that turned back to give gIor7y
to God but this man of anothei” nation?”
—Luke 17:11-19, o

An important lesson is implied by the
question. “Where, then, are the other
nine?” Like Marie, the ning lepers had a se-
rous shortc_omm?_—they did not show grat-
itude. Such_m%ra itude is very prevalent to-
day. What is the reason for this?

Basic Cause of I,nglratltude _

Ingratitude stems basically from selfish-
ness. Consider our first human parens,
Adam and Eve. Jehovah created them with
divine attributes and_ provided ever th,mq
for their happiness, including a_beautifu
garden home, perfect surroindings, and
meaningful and satisfying work. (Génesis L
26-29; 2:16, 17) Yet, under the pressure of
Satan’s appeal’ to their self-interest, as a
couple they gave way to disobedience and
responded with contemgt to Jehavah’s be-
neficence.—Genesis 3:1-5; Revelation 12:9.

Consider also the Reo le of ancient Isra-
el, whom God had chosen to be his special
property. How grateful all Israelite parents
must have been on the night of Nisan 14,
1513 B.CE.! On that moméntous night, the
angel of God brou?ht death to “every first-
born in the land o Eprt”_but passéd over
the pro?erlzl marked [sraelite houses. éExo-
dus 12:12, 71-24, 30) And upon being geliv-
ered from Pharaoh’s a_rmg at the RBd Seq,
with hearts full of gratitude, ‘Moses and the
sons of Israel proceeded to sing to Jehovah.
—Exodus 14:19-28; 15:1-21. _

Nevertheless, just weeks after leavin
Egygt, “the entire assembly of the sons 0
|srael began to murmur.” How quickly the
fell victim to ingratitude! They missed “sit-
ting by the_pots of meat . . . ; eating bread
to Satisfaction,” which. they had enjoyed in
Egypt, the land of their servitude. (Exodus

16:1-3) Clearly, selfishness works against
cultivating and manlfest!n? ?ratltude.

Being descendants of sinful Adam, all hu-
mans are born with a selfish streak and a
tendency toward ingratitude. gRomans 5:12)
Unthankfulness is also a ﬁar of the self-
ish spirit that dominates the people of this
world. Like the air we breathe, that spirit is
everywhere, and It affects us. &Epheswns 2
1, 2 We, then, need to cultivate a grateful
disposition. How may we do s0?

Meditation a Must!

Webster’s Third New International
Dictionary defines gratitude as “the state
of being grateful: warm and friendly feel-
Ing toward a benefactor prompting one to
repay a favor.” A feeling_cannot bé turned
on and off mechanjcally;"it must spring un-
prompted from within a person. Gratitude
IS more than a mere_display of ?ood man-
ners or a form of etiquette; it stems from
the heart,

How can we learn to feel grateful at
heart? The Bible attributes much of what
we feel to our choice, of thoughts. Ephe-
sians 4:22-24) Learning to feel grateful
starts. with meditating” appreciatively on
the kindnesses we reCeive. In line with
this, Dr. Wa%ne_w. Dyer, who works in the
mental-health field, says: “You cannot have
a fe_elmg (emotloann out first having ex-
periencéd a thought.”

Take, for example, the matter of thank-
fulness for the creation around us. When
You look at a star-packed sky on a cloud-
ess night, how do you feel apout what ¥0u
are experiencing? King David expressed the
awe he felt: “When | See your heavens, the
works of your flngers, the moon and the
stars that gou have prepared, what Is mor-
tal man that you keep him in'mind, and the
son of earthling man that yoy take care of
him?” And in the silence of the night, the
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stars spoke out to David, prompting him to
write: “The heavens are declaring the glory
of God; and of the work of his hands the
expanse is telling.” WhY did starry heav-
ens touch David 50 deeply? He himself an-
swers: “| have meditated on all your activi-
tK; | willingly kept myself concerned with

the work of your own hands.”—Psalm 8:3,4;
19:1: 1435,

David’s son Solomon also appreciated the
value of thinking about the, wonders of cre-
ation. For instance, concerning the part that
rain clouds play in refreshing our earth, he
wrote; “All'the winter torrénts are ?omP
forth to the sea, yet the sea itself is no full
To the place whére the winter torrents are
?omg forth, there they are returning so as
0 00 forth.” (Ecclesiastes 1:7) So it1s that
after the rains and the rivers Have refreshed
the earth, their waters are recycled from
the oceans back into the cloyds. What would
this earth be like without this purlf)émg and
recycling of water? How qr_ateful olomon
must have felt when dwelling upon these
thoughts! _ _

A grateful person also values his relation-
ships with family members, friends, and ac-
quaintances. Thair acts of kindness capture
fis attention. As he apRreuanver considers
their favors, he feels thankful at’heart.

Expressing Gratitude.
What a simple word “thanks” is! It is so
eas¥ to utter such an expression. And op-
Por unities to do so abound. How refreshing
s awarm and sincere Thank You to, some-
one whq holds a door open far us or picks up
somethl_n% we have dropped! Hearing that
expression can make the glob of a storé clerk
or %wanre s at arestaurant or the mailman

lighter and more rewarding. _
Sending thank-you cards is a convenjent
way t0 express gratitude for acts of kind-
ness. Many of the cards available in stores
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express the sentiments beautifully. But
would it not be a loving personal touch to
add words of appreciation in your own hand-
writing? Some even prefer to omit a print-
ed card, sending instead a personal note.
—Compare Proverbs 25:11. _

Likely, those most deserving of our grati-
tude are the ones closest to us at home. The
Bible says of a capable wife: “Her owner ris-
es up, and he praises her.” iProverbs 31:28)
Are not a husband’s heartfelt expressions of
thanks to his wife conducive to a home en-
vironment of Beace and contentment? And
is not the husband also ?Iad to come home
to a warm and appreciafive greeting from
his wife? These days, the pressures on mar-
riage are many, and when pressures mount,
terpers flare gasily. The one of grateful dis-
position is ready to make allowances and is
quick to overlodk and forgive.

Youths too need to be conscigus to offer
their P_arents heartfelt expressions of ap-
Prema jon. Of course, parents are not per-
ect, but that is no reason to be ungrate-
ful for what they have done for you. The
love and attention that they have given
since your birth cannot be purchased, If
they have taught you the knowledge of God,
you have an added reason to be grateful.

“Sons are an inheritance from Jehovah,”
declares Psalm 127:3. So parents should
look for oPportumtles to commend their
children rather than resort to nagging them
about frivialities. (Ephesians 6:4% And what
aprivilege the%/ have to helﬁ youfg ones un-
der their care fo cultivate tné sannt of grat-
itude!—Compare Proverbs 29:21.

Thankful to God
.Jehovah God is the Giver of “every good
%Ift and every perfect present.” _(fJames_ L
7) Especially important is the %I t of life
for everythirig we have or might plan will



become valueless if we lose life. The Scrip-
tures urge us to remember that “with [Je-
hovah God] is the source of life.” (Psalm 36
5 7,9 Acts 17:28) To cultivate a grate-
ful heart toward God, we need to meditate
on his qenerous provisions that sustain our
ghyswa and spiritual lives, (Psalm 1.1-3;
7:11, 12) Such a heart will prompt us to
show appreciation in words and actions.
Prayer is one obvious
way t0 express our grati-
tude to God. The psalm-
ist David declared: “Many
things_you yourself have
doné, 0"Jehovah mg God
even your wonderful
works and your thoughts
toward us; ‘there Is none
to be compared to you,
Were | inclined to tell
and speak of them, they
have hecome more nu-
merous than | can re-
count.” (Psalm, 40:5) May
we be moved similarly.
David was also deter-
mined to show God his
appreciation by the words
he. spoke to Others. He
said. “I will laud you,
0 Jehovah, with all mr
heart; | will declare all
our wonderful works.”
{Psalm 9:1) Speaking to
others about Glod, el;(-
ressing ourselves
Eharln? gwn _them th_g
truth from his Word, is
probably the finest way to
show him our ?ratltude.
And this will hefp us to be
more grateful in'other as-
pects of life.

“The one offering thanksgiving as his
sacrifice is the gne that glofifies ‘me; and
as for the one keepm? a set waX, [ will
cause him to see salvatjon,” says Jehovah.
May you experience the joy that'comes from
showmﬂg1 g/our heartfelt' gratitude to him.
—Psalm 50:23; 100:2

Is gift from Go
Be sure to add a personal touch
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Eafe'g\uar% Y'Eur lélhilgren?

ondary”school, a

girl who was no-

torious for sexual im-

morality was fond of
Iecturmg fellow fe-
male students on mat-
ters of, sex. Ong of her
P,rescnptmns for abor-
jon was stout beer heavily
drugged with a tobacco_Sub-
stance. Her stories, which she
culled from Pornographlc litera-
ture, enthralled many of her fellow
students. Some began to experiment with
sex, and one of theém became Eregnant. To
induce an ahortion, she drank the stout/
tobacco concoction. Within a few hours, she
began to vomit hlood. A few days later, she
died in the hospital.

In_today’s world, many youths speak un-
ceasmPh( about Sex, bringing ruin to cred-
ulous fisteners. To whom should youn?ste_rs
turn to find accurate knowledge that will
safegiuard them? How fine it IS when they
can Took to_their ?odly parents, who have
the _respon3|b|I|tY 0 raise them In “the dis-
cipline and mental-regulating of Jehovah.”
—Ephesians 6:4.

Afrlca§1 AEgudes Toward

ex Education _

. Throughout the world, _man¥ parents find
it difficult to discuss with their children

|N A Nigerian sec-
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matters of sex. This

- 1S particularly true

in Africa. Observed

Donald, a father in

Sierra Leone; “It’s al-

most never done. It's

not a part of African

cultyre to do so.” A

Nigerian woman named

Confident agrees: “My

parents see Séx as some-

thing never to be mentioned
openly;it’s culturally taboo.”

~In some African cultures, it Is
considered obscene fo mention such sex-
rejated words as P_ems, semen, or menstru-
ation. One Christian mother even forbade
her daughter to use the word “sex,” though
she said the daughter could use the word
fornication.” In Contrast, God’s Word the
Bible speaks with frankness_about sex and
the sexual organs. %Genesw 1711, 18:11: 30:
16, 17: Leviticus 15:2) The purpose of this
IS not to shock or excite but to protect and
Instruct God’s people.—2 Timothy 3:16.
Aside from cultural taboos, another rea-
son why some parents hold back was ex-
Eresse_ by a N|%er|an father: “If | discuss
ex with”my children, it could stimu-
late them td_commit sexual immorality.”
But does dignified, Bible-based information
about sex_é&ncourage children to rush out
and ex fnment? 0, it does n?t. In fact, it
may well be that the less knowledge young-



|nt0 troubte Wisdom [based on accurate
knowled Ee 1S orapro ection,” states the
Bible.—Ecclesiastes 7:12.

In Jesus’ illustration, a discreet man,
foreseemﬁ the possibility of future storms,
built his house ‘on a rock mass while, a fool-
|sh man burIt on sand and suffered disaster.

Matthew 7:24-27) Similarly, discreet Chris-
tran frrarents nowrng that their children
erI ace storm Ike préssures to conform. o
the world’s loose sexual standards, fortify
their children with the accurate knowled?e
and ynderstanding that will help them
remain firm.

An additional reason wh manY |parents
do not discuss sex with th rrc rden Was
stated by an African woman: “When | was a
gout Witness parents did not discuss
ex matters with me, o it hasn't come tom
mind to discuss these things with my chil-
dren.” However, the pressures are greater
on todaysyourbg pecgtet an the were on

young people 10°0r 20 years a? his is not
sur rising. God’s Word foretofd that “in the
last days™. . . , wicked men and |mPost0rs
wil| advance from bad to worse, misleading
and being misled.”—2 Timo h}/31 13,

Adding to the problem is the fact that
many chilldren are reluctant or unable to
confide in their parents. Two-way communi-
cation often is poor on even trivial matters.
Lamented a 19- }rear -0ld youth: “I do not dis-
cuss things wit ygarents There IS not
?ood conimunication between me and my
ather. He does not pay attention.”

Youngsters may also Ie%r that) gqurrres
about sexual maters WI rin CONSe-
guences A 16- earo |rI sard | do not

ISCUSS sex problems with parents e-
cause of the way they reactt suc trns
Some trme agom senrorsrster ase Mum
some stions relatin t?sex [nstead of
Mum pmg her wrt er problem, she

sters have, the more Irkfly they are to get

became suspicious, of her intentions. Of-
ten Mum would_ call me and inquire about
my sister, at times making insinuatigns
about her morals. I don't want to risk [osing
Mum’s love for me, so | keep my problems
away from her.”

Why Instruct?

Instructing our children to an adequate
extent in sexual matters is not merely the
right thing to do but the kind thi % 10
do. If parénts do not teach their children
ahout sex, others wrlI—usuaIIY sooner than
parents antrcr ate and almost never In ac-

cor with ﬁo principles. A 13-year-old
?rr committe ornrcatron because She was
old by a schoo mate that rf she did not

ose er vrr%mrty she would suffer terri-

ble ammte uure “They will cut your
hymenwrt sCissors,” she Was told. When

asked later why she did not tell her Chris-

tian. mother what she had heard, the g irl
replied that such matters were never dis-
cussed with adults.

Said a Nigerian girl: “My school friends
tried to convince me that sex was something
that all normal human bernr?s must take
part in. They told me that if T did not take
part in sex rfiow, when | reached 21 years of
age, | would start to experience a Sickness
that would have a disastrous impact on mK
womanhaod. Hence, in order to avert suc
terrible danger. they said, It was good to eX:
perience sexual reIatrons before marrra%

Having had good commumcatronwrth
Parents she immediately recognized a con-

Ircthrth whabshe ad léarn d:iréhome “As
usual, | went back home and told my moth-
er what they had told me at school.” Her
mother was able to counter the false infor-
mation.—Compare Proverhs 14:15.

By imparting the knowledge needed to
help' children dttain godly wisdom In mat-
ters of sex, parents equip them to discern

The watchtower— February 15,1998 9



Christian youths who receive Bible-based
information from parents can reject
distorted tales that other youths tell

dangerous situations and to recoqmze peo-
Plewhowmh to exploit them. It he PS to pro-
ect them against the heartache o sexuaIIy
transmitted” diseases and unwanted preg-
nancY It contributes to their self-respect
and the respect they earn from others, It
frees them from misconceptions and anxi-
ety. It fosters a healthy, _Bosmve attitude
towarg proper sex, contributing to happi-
ness If they later marry. It can help them to
maintain an approved standing with God.
And as children see the Iovmq concern
shown to them, it can move them o respect
and love their parents all the more.

Good Communication
In order for ;r)]arents fo tailor counsel to
the needs of their children, there must

10 THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1998

be two-way communication. Unless parents
know what is in their children’s minds and
hearts, even sound counsel may be of I|ttle
benefit, much as if a doctor fried to pre-
scribe medicine without knowing the na ure
of the patient’s illness. To be effective coun-
selors, parents must know what thejr chil-
dren reaIIY think and feel. They need to un-
erstand he Tpressures and problems their
children are acmg and. the ‘questions that
are troupling them. It is important to lis-
ten carefully'to children, to be “swift about
hearing, slow about eakmg '—James 1
19: Proverbs 12:18; Ecclesiastés 7:8.
|t takes time, patience, and effort for par-
ents to cultivate and maintain a close re-
lationship with their children, a relation-
ship i which children feel free to lay barg
'[hflr Innermost feelings. But how beauti-
it Is when this is achieved! Says a West
African father of five: “I am hoth a father
and a confidant. The children discuss freely



with me all subjects, including sex. Eventhe
ﬁ:rl_s confide in"me. We take fime to discuss

gir problems. They also share their joys
with me. _

Bola, one of his daughters, says: “I do not
keep.any secret from mY_ father, Father is
considerate and empathetic. He doesn't bul-
ly us or treat us harshly, even when we have

one wrong. Instead of flaring up, he will
analyze theé matter and show™us what we
should do or what we should not have done.
He often refers to the Youth ook and the
Family Happiness book.™

When possible, it is good for parents to
start talkmq to their children about sex
when the children are quite young. This lays
the hasis f_or_on?omg discussions through
the often difficul teenage years. When dis-
cussions are not started early, it is some-
times awkward to introduce them later on,
but it can be done. Said one mother of five:
“I forced myself to talk about it until final-
K | was no longer uncomfortable, nor was
the child.” Wit so much at stake, such ef-
forts are surely worthwhile.

_ Protected and Happ¥ _
Children appreciate parents who loving|
equip them with the knowledge that viill
safequard them. Consider the comments by

somé African Witnesses of Jehovah:

Said Mojisola at age 24: “I will always re-
main grateful to my mother. She gave me
the néeded education on sex at thie right
time. Though I felt embarrassed when She
Was d|scussm(T1 those matters long ago, now
| see the %ood hings my mother did for me.”

Added Iniobong; I am alwaﬁ happy when
| look back and think of what Mum hés done
for me by giving me adequate training on
sex. [t has been avery vital aid in piloting me

Cie*ty%?lﬁgveﬂmh?n\é/atchtovver Bible and Tract So-

into womanhood. 1 vowto do the same for my
future children, _

Nineteen-year-old Kunle said: “My par-
ents have hielped me to withstand” pres-
sures from WorIdIY women for free sex. If
It wasp't for the fraining the_;r gave me, |
would have fallen into sini. I will always ap-
preciate what they did.”
_Christiana_said: “| derive lots of bene-
fits from havmgI a dialogue with mY mother
regarding sex. 1 have been ?rotec ed from
deadly diseases and unwanted pregnancY,
and I"have heen able to set a good éxample
for my younger brothers and Sisters to fol-
low. I"have also gamed respect from peo-
Ple, and my futuré hushand will respect me
00. More important, | have a good relation-
ship with Jehovah God for keeping his com-
mandment.” _ _

Bola, mentioned earlier, said: “I had a
classmate who said that sex is to be_enjoyed
without any commitment to marriage.” To
her, It was fun. However, she found 1t was
no fun when she ?ot p_re_gnant and could
not write the schoof certifiCate examination
with us. If I did not have a r%;ood father_to
Hmde me, perhaps | could fave been like

er, Iearnm? the hard Wa%. o

What a blessing when Christian parents
h_eIR their children becom? wise for salva-
tion” in this sex-mad world! ﬂz Timothy 3
15) Their Bible-based instructiop Is like a
precious necklace that adorns and beautifies
children in the eyes of God. (Proverhs 1:8,9
Chilaren teel secure, and parents eryoy dee
satistaction. Said an African father who al-
Ways strives tQ keeP the lines of communi-
cation open wjth his youngsters: “We have
peace of mind. We are confident that our
children know what 1S Eleasmg t0 Jehovah:
the¥_cannot be misled_py outsiders. We are
confident that the¥ WIP n_(it do hmgs that
Wi rln? pain to the family. I thank Jeho-
vah that they have justitied our confidence.
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Jehova
MANY SO

At wasfitting for #G
to make the ChiefA
through

FHOVAH created the earth to be the
Jeternal home of a perfect human famil
enjo rng endless life. (fEchesrastesl
Isaiah 45:17.18) True, our forefather Adam
srnned and thus Passed sin and death on to
his offspring. But God’s purpose.for human-
kind will bé fulfilled through his Promised
Seed, Jesus Christ, ‘Genesrs315 22:18; Ro-
mans 5:12-21; Galatians 316% Love for the
world of mankind moved Jehovah to give

“his only-begotten Son, in order that every
one exercising faith in him mrlg htnot be d
stroyed but have everlasting [ife.” (John 3
16) ‘And love motivated Jesus 10 grve his
soul a ransom in exchange for many.” (Mat-
thew 20:28) This “corrésponding ransom’

u%s back the rrghts and prospects forfert

Adam and makes ever astrng3 ife pos-
srble —1Timothy 2,5, 6; John 17:

2 The application of Jesus’ ransom sac-
rifice was typified on the annual Day of
Atonement. Onthat day, Israel’s high priest
first sacrificed a bull as a sin offering and

resented its blood at the sacred Ark in the

ost Holy of the tabernacle, and later in the
temRI his was done in behalf of himself,
his household, and the tribe of Levi. Simi-

ﬁorlql Xklag e”bS S]U hg,g Jehovah's purpose
i Bpihed tn & §'3h‘n°JafeA§t'on5F‘n'esr?Pb3§h
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,in brrngrnq
nt of their salvation perfect

h brin

70 CLORY

many sons to glory,
sufferings.”™—HEBREWS 2:10.

larly, Jesus Christ presented to God the val-
ue.of his blood first to cover the sins of his
grrrtual “brothers.” (Hebrews 2;12; 10:19-
22 Leviticus 16:6, 11-14) On Atonement

Day, the high priest also sacrificed a goat as
asin offerrn% and presented its blood in the
Most Ho?]/ us making atonement for the
srns oft e 12 nonprresty tribes of Isra-
el, Likewise, the High Priest Jesus Christ
will apﬁly his lifeblood in behalf of those
of mankind exercising faith, canceling out
their sins.—Leviticus 16:15.

Brought to GIor)A
3 For 1,900 ears God has been doing
something remarkable | |n connectron with
Jesus brothers 'Regard rnglt Is, th eapos-
tle Paul wrote: “We b e d Jesus, who
has been made a little Tower than angels,
crowned with ol ry and honor for havrng
syffered death, that he by Godsundeserve
krndnessmrohttaste gath for ever man,
For 1t was fifting for the one [Jehova God
for whose sake all thrn%s are and through
whom all th mgsare in rrngrng man sons
to glory, to make the Chief"Agent o “their
salvation, perfect throu?h sufferings.” ‘He-
brews 2:9, 10) The Chief Agent of Salvation
Is Jesus Christ, who learned perfect obedi-

Boch (?ﬂ,dd ng%ﬂ s 7.9, 10, what has God



ence through the things he suffered while
living as a man on the earth, E)Hebrews 5:7-
10) Jesus was the first to be begotten as a
spiritual son of God. N _
4Jehovah used his holy spirit, or active
force, to beget Jesus as his spiritual Son, in
order to bring him to heavenly glory. While
alone with John the Baptizer, Jésus un-
derwent total water immersion to_symbol-
ize the presentation of himself to God. Says
Luke’s Gospel account: “When all the peo-
ple were baptized, Jesus also was baptized
and, as he was praym([q, the heaven was
opened_ up and the “holy spirit in_bodily
shape like a dove came down upon him, and
avoice came out of heaven: “Youare my Son,
the beloved:; I have apﬂroved you.” (Luke 3.
21, 22) John saw the holy spirit come upon
Jesus and heard Jehovalj speak in open ap-
Proval of him as His beloved Son. At that
ime and byor}otlxsglrlt, Jehovah hegot Jesus

as the first of the “many sons to be'brought

to 5qlory. _
Jesus’ “brothers™ have been the first to
benefit from his sacrifice. (Hebrews 2:12-
18) In vision, the apostle John saw them
already in glory on heavenly Mount_Zion
with the Lamb, the resurrected Lord Jesus
Christ. John also disclosed their numper,
saqu: “I saw, and, look! the Lamb standing
yponthe Mount Zion, and with him_a hun-
dred and forty-four thousand hav_mg his
name and the name of his Father written on
their foreheads  These were bought from
among mankindas firstfruits to God and
to thé Lamb, and no falsehood was found
In their mouths; they are without blem-
Ish.” (Revelafion 1_4:1-52 S0 the ‘many sons
brought to glory’ In hedven total only 144.-
001—Jesus and"his spiritual brothers.

gpiﬁ/}ﬂ% ggr(]j? how was Jesus begotten as God'’s
3Us sa%rmt\:/ee, DeeT e, Ao beefL, yom Je-

“Born From God”

6Those b %otten by Jehovah are “born
from God.” Addressing such individuals,
the apostle John wrote:”“Everyone who has
been born from God does not"carry on sin
because His [Jehovah’s] reﬂroductlve seed
remains in such one, and he cannot prac-
tice sin, because he has been born from
God.” (1 John 3:9) This “reproductive seed”
is God’s haly spirit. Working in conjfunc-
tion with his word, it has givén each of the

4,000 “a new birth” to"a heavenly hope.
—1 Peter 1:3-5, 23, _

_TJesus was God’s Son from his human
birth, even as the perfect man Adam was
the “son of God.” E)Luke 1:35; 3:38). After
Jesus’ haptism, however, it was significant
that Jehovah declared: “You are my Son,
the beloved; | have approved you.” (Mark L
11) By this declaratjon accompanﬁmg the
flow of holy spirit, 1t was clear that” God
then brought Jesus forth as His spiritual
Son. As it"were, Jesus was then given “a
new birth” with the right to receive life
once more as a sgmt Son of God in heaven,
Like him, his 144,000 spiritual brothers a%e
“born again.” (John 3:1-8; see The Watc
tower, November 15, 1992, pages 3-6.) Also
like Jesus, they are anointed by God and
commissigned to proclaim good fiews.—Isa-
iah 61:1, 2; Luke 4:16-21; TJohn 2:20.

Proof of Be?ettal

8There was proof that Jesus had been
spirit-begotten. John the Baptist saw the
spirit descend uRon Jesus ana heard God’s
declaration of the newly anointed Messi-
ah’s spiritual sonship. But how would Jesys’
disciples know that they had been spirit-
begotten? Well, on the day of his ascension

ﬂ“ 7. \Who.ar “bor)n from God,” and what does
| ?h m

s mean for them?. . .
e L m g
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to heaven, Jesus said: “John, indeed, bap-
tized with water, but you will be bapttzed
N holy spirit not many days after this.”
Acts 1:5) Jesus’ disciplés were “baptized in
oly spirit™on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E.
That outpouring of the spirit was accompa-
nied by ‘a noise from heaven like a rushing
stiff bieeze”and “tongues as if of fire” upon
each of the disciples.”Most remarkable was
the disciples’ ability “to speak with differ-
ent tongues, just & the spirit was grant-
ing.them to make utterance.” So there was
visible and audible evidence that the way
into heavenly t%lory as Gogd’s sons had heen
opened up for Tollowers of Christ—Acts 2.
1-4, 14-21; Joel 2:28, 29.
g Some time afterward, Philip the evan-
elizer_preached in Samaria. Thou%h the
amantans accepted his message and were
baptized, they lacked evidence that God
ad begotten them as his sons. When the
apostles Peter and John prayed and laid
their hands on those believers, “they be-
ﬂan to receive holy spirit” in some wa
at was evident to observers. (Acts 8:4-2
This was proof that_the believing Samar-
itans had_heen spirit-begotten as sons of
God. Similarly, in 36 CE., Cornelius and
other Gentiles ‘accepted God’s truth. Peter
and the Jewish believers who had accompa-
nied him “were amazed, because the free
gift of the holy spirit was being poured out
also upon peaple of the nations. For they
heard_ them speaking with tongues and
madnltylng God,” (Acts 10;44-43) Many
first-centuty Christians received “gifts of
the spirit,” such as speaking in tongues
(1 Corinthians 14:12, 32) These individuals
thus had clear evidence that they had been
spirit-begotten. But how would fater Chris-

Eorne %ts p%ﬁ Vf eg§h8 etan |rs ecesﬁtn amﬁ
een spirit
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tians know whether they had been spirit-
begotten or not?

The Witness of the Spirit

DAIl 144,000 anointed Christians have
had absolute evidence that they have God’s
spirit. In this regard, Paul wrote: “You re-
celved a spirit ofadoption as sons bﬁ
Plrlt we cry out; ‘Abba, Father! T esglr

itself bears witness with our spirit that
we are God’s children. If, then, we are chil-
dren, we are also heirs: heirs indeed of God,
but joint heirs with Christ, provided” we
suffer toet;ether that we may also be glori-
fied together.” (Romans 8:15-17) Anointed
Christians_have a filial spirit toward their
heavenly Father, a dominant sense of son-
sh| (Galatians 4:6, 7) They are absolute-

certaln that they have been begotten b

od.to spiritual sonshlp as&omt helrs wit

ChnstlntheheavenIY Kingdom. Inthis, Je-
hovah's hoIY spirit plays a definite role.

1LUnder the influence of God’s holy spir-
it, the spirit, or dominant attitude, of
anointed ones |mRels them to respond In a
Posmve waIy to what God’s Word says about
he eavenyhoge For instance, When they
rea what th J)tures say about Jeho-
va ssptntua ch| ren they spontaneous
%/ac nowe ge t at suc words apw
te They know that they
have een baptlzed into ChnstJesus an
into,his death. gRomans 6:3) Their firm con-
V|ct|on is that they are Gods spiritual sons,
w o will d|e and be resurrected to heaven-

%or Y, as Jesus was,

Being begotten to spiritual sonship is

not acultlvated desire. Spirit-begotten ones
do not want to go to heaven hecause of dis-

Kéd b{ﬁmath%ﬁ S OflrFiOB]eaaang \?V&Ptelsg WW

ﬁag odlg ssbtrlp engendered in anoint-

which



tress over present hardships on earth. (Job
14:1) Rather, Jehovah’s spirit has engen-
dered in truly anainted ones a hope and de-
S|re uncommion to humans in general. Such
gntten ones know that everlasting life
uman perfection on a paradise earth
surroun ed by a happy family and friends
would be wonderful, However, such life is
not the prmmﬁ al desire of their hearts,
Anointed ones have, such a strong heavenly
hope that they willingly sacrifice all earth-
IIyprospects and attachments.—2 Peter L

B The God-given hoPe of heavenIY
IS S0 strong| in such 0Nes at their seni

ments are | e those of Paul, who wrote:
“We know that If our earthly house, this
tent, should be dissolved, we are to have a
building from God, a house not made with

%3 (R . %"%thﬁﬂaﬁd%;e% e
cale regarding splrlt begotten ones

At Pentecost 33 C.E., evidence
was given that the way into heavenly
glory had been opened up

hands, everlasting in the heavens, For in
this dwelling_ house we do mdeed roan,
earnestly deswmaqto put on th eone Or US
from heaven, o having really put it
on, we shall not be found naked. In fact, we
who are In this tent groan, being weighed
down: because we want, not to put it off,
but to put on the other, that what is mar-
tal may be swallowed up by life. Now he

lifethat produced us for this ver thln? Is God,

who gave us the token of what is to come
that Ts, the spirit.” (2 Corinthians 5:1-5)
Paul’s ‘earnest desire’ was to be resurrect-
ed to heaven as an immortal spirit crea-
ture. Referring to the human body, he used
the metaphorof a colla?smle tenit, a frag-
ile and_temporary. dwelling compared to"a
house. Though living on edrth in a mortal,
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fleshly body, Christians who have the spir-
It as @ token of coming heavenly life lpok
forward to “a building™from God,” an im-
mortal, mcorrui)tlb_le Spirit body. (1 Corin-
thians 15:50-53) Like Paul, théy can ear-
nestly say: “We are of good courdge and are
well pledsed rather to"become absent from
the [ uma_n%body and to make our home [in
heaven] with the’Lord.”—2 Corinthians 5:8.

Taken. Into Special Covenants

W Spirit-hegotten Christians are certain

that the?/phave been taken into two special
covenants. Jesus mentioned one of these
when he used unleavened bread and wine
to Institute the Memorjal of his_coming
death and said of the wine cup: “This cup
means the new covenant by virtue, of my
blood, which 1S to_be poured out in your
behalf.” (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25
Who are the parties to the new covenant’
Jehovah God and members of spiritual Isra-
el—those whom Jehovah purposes to bring
to heavenly glory. (Jeremiah 31:31-34: Ga-
latians 6:15, 16] Hebrews 12:22-24) Made
operative b% Jesus” shed blood, the new
covenant takes out of the nations a people

1?1. When instit tﬁngutr\e emorial observa c?,
what oveqan? aid Jesus first me {%on .ar}d vﬁa
Fgleﬁipep%%“ play In"connection with spiritual Is-

S

What Is Your Answer?

O Whom does God 'bring to heavenly
glory'?

O What does it mean to be
"born from God"?

0O How does 'the spirit bear witness'
with some Christians?

O Spirit-begotten ones have been
taken into what covenants?
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for Jehovah’s name and makes these spirit-
begotten Christians part of Abraham’s
“seed.” (Galatians 3:26-29; Acts 15;14) The
new covenant provides for all spiritual Is-
raelites to be brought to glory by being res-
urrected to immortal lifé in‘heaven, emﬂ
“an everlasting covenant,” its benefits wi
|ast forever. |fremains to be seen whether
this covenant will also play a role in other
ways during the Millenniim and thereaf-
ter.—Hebrews 13:20.

5 The “manK sons” Jehovah purposed to
fring to glory’ have also been taken in-
dividually ‘Into the covenant for a heaven-
ly ngndom. Regarding this covenant be-
tiveen nimself and his footstep followers,
Jesus said: “You are the ones that have
stuck with me in my trials; and |_make
a covenant with you, just as my Father
has made a covenant with me, for a king-
dom, that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kadomJ and sit on thrones
to judge thé twelve tribes of Israel.” (Luke
22:28-30) The Kingdom covenant was inau-
gurated when Jesus’ disciples were angint-
ed with holy spirit at Pentecost 33 C.E. That
covenant rémains operative between Christ
and his associate kings forever. (Revelation
22:5) S0, then, spirit-begotten Christians
are positive that they are in the new cov-
enant and in the covenant for the King-
dom. At observances of the Lord’s Evening
Meal, therefore, only the relatively few re-
maining anainted ones yet on the garth par-
take of'the bread, representing Jesus’ sin-
less human boay, and the wing, mgmfymg
his_perfect blood poured out in dgath”an;
validating the new covenant—1 Corinthi-
ans 11:23-26; see The Watchtower, Febru-
ary 1, 1989, pages 17-20.

%50|n|pedhﬂ)rlmfvre]¥sﬁétgn E;%e %gkze%%%“[oj\?/ %&
Other covenant, and wnen:



Called, Chosen, and Faithful

will battle with the Lamb,” said an angel,

B The first application of Jesus’ ransom “hut, because he 1s Lord of lords and King

ﬂlflce makes it p033|b|e for 144,000 to be
alled to heavenly life and chosen by be-

|ng spirit-hegotten b?]/ God. To be braught
to"glory, of course, they have to ‘do the|r
utniost to make their Calling and ch (fos
Ing sure an te must prove fajthful to
death (g eterl Ehe3|ans 1:3-7; Rev-
e at|on -10) The sma I remnant of angint-
ed ones yet on earth are maintaining their
Integrity. thoudh opposed by “ten kings”
that"depict all the political powers. “These

[‘irfiuelg E:b H thar%a% wha mu be

rem(han ns “oro erseﬁ?tmg ﬁe eart

of kings, the Lamb will conquer them. Also,
those Called and chosen and faithful with
him will do so."—Revelation 17:12-14.

T Human, rulers can do nothing against
Jesus, the “King of kmds for he”is”in
heaven. But they demonsirate hosfility to-
ward the remnant of his “brothers” st on
the earth. (Revelation 12; 17) That will end
at God’s war of Armage on, when victo-
ry Is ensured for the K|n(]1 of kings” and

“brothers™—*“those called and "chosen
and faithful.” (Revelation 16:14, 16) In the
meantime, sRmt -heqotten Christians are
very busy. What are they doing now, before
they are’brought to glofy by Jehovah?

Glorious freedom soon

FOR THE CHILDREN OF GOD

“The creation was subjected tofutility .

on the basis ofhope that

the creation 1selfalso will be setfreefrom enslavement to corruption and

have the gloriousfreedom ofthe children of

HOVAH gave_his only-begotten Son as

a ransom Sacrifice thdt opened the way

to heavenlly life for 1440 0 humans and
eternal earthy pros[lJects for the rest of
mankind. (1 John_2:1, 2) As noted in the
Brecedlngcartlcle Jesus’ Sacrifice for spirit-
egotten”Christians was typified when Isra-
el s high priest sacnhced a bull as a sip of-
fering”for himself, his household, and the
tribe"of Levi on the annual Day of Atone-

%1 eln%a yas Jesus’ sacrifice typified on Atone-

ROMANS 8:20, 21.

ment..On the.same day, he sacrificed a goat
asasmoffenn% for all the o\ er Israe i1es,
even as Chris acnhce wil ene |t man-

In general. |Ve t symbol |Ca Ccar-
r|e ﬁgthe €0 eS gOﬁeCi;VQ SlnS 3%'[?]
St %;ear di p earln(? In the wilderness.*
Le Iticus 16,
2 After outlining the hope of humans who
§Ee Insight on the Scriptures, Volume 1, pag-

ed at ohrh%hg %%n% Paul’s statement record-
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Millions have begun 'taking life's water free." Are you among them?

would become heavenly “sons of God,” the

apostle Paul said: “The’eager expectatjon of
the creation is waiting for the revealing of

the sons of God. For

e creation was Sub-
{ected to futility

_ not by its own will but
hrough him that subH_ecte_d it. on the hasis
of hope that the creation itself also will be
set free from enslavement to corruption and
have the glorious freedom of the children of
God.” (Romans 8:14, 17, 19-21) What is the
meSanlr{gl of this statement?

hen our forefather Adam was created dren of God.” Durin

as a perfect human, he was a “son_[or, child]
of God.” (Luke 3:38) Because of sinning, he
came Int “enslavement to corruption™ and

assed this condition on to the human race.

ERomans 5:12) God allowed humans to be
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borp with “futility” facmg them because of
their inherited imperfection, but he gave
hope t_hrough the “seed,” Jesus ChTist.
(Genesis 3:15; 22:18; Galatians 3:16) Revela-
tion 21:1-4 points to the time when ‘death,
mourning, outcry, and pain will bg no more.”
Since this is a promise to “mankind,” it as-
sures us that a new earthly society of hu-
mans living under Kingdom rule will expe-
rience restoration of mind and bodY to full
health and everlasting life as earthly “chil-

_ uring Christ’s Thousand
Year Reign, obedient humans “will be set
free from enslavement to corruption.” Af-
ter proving loyal to Jehovah during a final
test, they Will'be free forever frominherit-
ed sin arid death. (Revelation 20:7-10) Those



on earth will then “have the glorious free-
dom of the children of God.”

They Are Saying “Come!”
4What a marvelous hope is set before
mankind! No wonder sp|r|t-be?otten, Chris-
tians yet on earth are zealously taking the
lead in telling others about it! As those
who,will become part of the “oride” of the
glorified Lamb, Jesus Christ, the anointed
remnant are involved in the fulfillment of
these prophetic words; “The spirit and the
bride keep on saying; ‘Come!” And let anyone
hearing say: ‘Come!” And let anyone thirst-
ing come; let anyone that wishes take life’s
water free.” (Revelation 212, 9; 22:1, 2, 17)
No, the benefits of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice
are not limited to the 144,000 anointed ones.
God’s spirit keeps on working through the
remaining ones of the bride Clags on"earth
in_saying” “Come.” Anyone hearing who is
thirsting for righteousness is invited to say
Come,availing himself of Jehovah’s houn-

tiful provision for salvation.
bJehovah'’s Witnesses have faith in God’s
provision for life through Jesus Christ.
(Acts 4:12) They are happy to have in their
midst honesthearted ones who desire to
learn about God’s purposes and do hig will.
Their Kingdom Halls are open to all who
wish to ‘come and take life’s water free’ in

this “time of the end."—Daniel 12:4.

Chan(ﬁ]es With the Passmgi of Time

6God has a time to carry out his purpos-
es, and this affects his deahn%s with hu-
mans. (Ecclesiastes 3:1; Acts L1.7) Though
8ﬁd_’s spirit came upon his servants of pre-

ristian times, they were not begotten as

H 1 H ) HI)

| B L
) OV\{ 515 Q?Jehovahs

NE .
(Eod’s SPIrI'[ or%erated
servants during varfous time perio

his spiritual sons. Beginning with Jesus,
however, Jehovah's time had come to use
the holy spirit to beget dedicated men and
women'to a heavenly inheritance. And what
about our day? The same spirit is operating
on Jesus’ “other sheep,” but it is not arous-
|n? In them the hope and desire for heav-
enly life. (John 10: 62 With eternal life on
a paradise earth as their God-given hope,
they joyfully support the anointed remnant
in giving a witness durmq this_period of
transition from the old world to God’s righ-
teous new world.—2 Peter 3:5-13.

7 God began ‘o bring many sons to glo-
ry’ with the oukt_:pourmg of holy spirit at
entecost 33 CE., and he apparently set
a time for comp_letlnq the spiritual “lsra-
el of God” totaling 144,000. (Hebrews 2.
10; Galatians 6:16; Revelation 7:1-8) Be-
ginning in 1879, a harvest work involving
anointéd Christians was often mentioned in
this magazine. But the Bible Students ﬂnow
called Jehovah's Witnesses) also knew that
the Scriptures hold out the hope of eter-
nal life on a paradise earth, For example,
the Watch Tower issue of July 1883 said:
“When Jesus has established Ris kingdom,
bound_evil, etc., this earth will become a
paradise, ... and all that are In their graves
shall come into it. And b;r_ becoming obedi-
ent to its laws they may Tive forever in it.”
Astime passed, thé harvest of anginted ones
diminished, and gradually individuals who
did not_have the "heavenly hope were har-
vested into Jehovah’s, organization. Mean-
while, God granted his anointed servants,
born-again Christians, noteworth |n3|?ht

—Daniel 12:3; Philippians 2:15; Revelation
14:15, 16.

o A AP e R
paradise’
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8Particularly since 1931 have those with
the earthly hape been associating with the
Christian "congregation. In that”year, Je-
hovah enlighténed the remnant of spirit-
begotten Christians to see that Ezekiel
chapter 9 refers to this earthly class, who
are beln? marked for survival into God's
new world. In 1932 it was concluded that
such present-day sheeplike ones were pre-
figured by Jehu’s associate Jonadab (Jehon-
adah). (12 Kings 10:15-17) In 1934 it was
made clear that “Jonadabs” should “con-
secrate,” or dedicate, themselves to God.
In 1935 the “great multitude,” or “great
crowd”—formerly thought to be a second-
ary spiritual class that would be “compan-
lons” of the bride of Christ in_ heaven—was
|dentified as other sheep havm% an earth-
%hope. Revelation 7:4-15: 21:2, 9. Psalm

14, 15) And especially since 1935 have
anointed ones been spearheading a search
for upright people yearning to live forever
on a paradise earth. o

9After 1935 some Christians who had
been partaking of the bread and wine at
the Lord’s Evening Megl ceased to partake.
Why? Because they realized that their hope
was earthly, not heavenly. Said one woman
who was haptized in 1930: “Though [partak-
Ing] was considered the right thing to do
especially for zealous full-time ministers, |
never was convinced that | had a heavenly
hope. Then, in 1935, it was made clear to
us that there was bem9 Fat_hered a great
crowd with the hope of fiving forevér og
earth. Many of us reﬂmced to” understan
that we were Par_t of that great crowd, and
we ceased partaking of the“emblems.” Even
Christian publications changed in nature.

. Howdid an unders j@gofthe earthly hope
éev& grlq?%g %%:%@%@Se hristians cease to
Rﬁeg e 0 b

e emblems at the Lora’s Evening
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While those of former years had been de-
S|?ned primarily for Jesus’ spwﬂ-bwotten
followers, from™1935 onward latch-
tower and other literature of the faithful
slave’ provided spiritual food suited to the
needs of both the anointed and their asso-
(2:|4at4e534h7avmg the earthly hope.—Matthew

DSuppose an anointed one became un-
faithful. Would there be a replacement?
Paul indicated as much in his discussion
of the symbolic olive tree. (Romans 11:11-
) Ifas |r|t-begotten one heeds to be re-
placed, likely God would give the heavenl
calling to someane whose faith had heen ex-
emplary in rendering sacred service to him
for man¥ geYars.—Compare Luke 22:28, 29,

1 Peter

Many Reasons for Gratitude

1Wherever we serve Jehovah in faith-
fulness, he will SatISfY our needs and up-
right desires, (Psalm 145;16; Luke 1.67-74)

ether we have a genuine heavenly hope
or our prospect is earthly, we have man?/
sound reasons for gratitude to God. He al-
ways does things that are in the best in-
terests of thosé who love him. The disci-
ple James said that “every good gift and
every perfect present is from’ above, for it
comés down from the Father of the celes-
tial lights,” Jehovah God. (James 1:17) Let
us take note of a few of these gifts and

blessings.

]2Jeﬁovah has gi¥ep each of his faithful
servants a wonderiul hope. He has called
some to heavenly life. To his pre-Christian

witnesses, Jehovah gave the splendid hope
. ?Wmight an unfaithful anointed one be re-

a0
: ardjess of q:ﬁ nature gf our hope, of
6s James 1. afs e Us

1
9
A e o s gy



of a resurrection to everlasting life on the
earth. For instance, Abraham Mad faith in
the resurrection and awaited “the city hav

ing real foundations"—the heavenly Krnd-
dom under which he will be resurrecl-
ed to earthly life. (Hebrews 11:10, 17-19)
Once again,_In this time of the end, God is
?rantrng millions the hope of everlasting
fe on & paradise earth. §Luke 23:43; John
1. 3) Surely, any to whom Jehovah has given
suc a qrand hiope should be deeply grate-

ful for |
Jehovahr parts his holy spirit as a
|F tohrs eo Chrrstrans |yverrrJ a heav-
hope are anornte Wrth holy spirit.
ﬁl ohn 2:20; 5:1-4, 18) Yet, God’s servants
avrng earth dy prospects have the spirit’s
help and ﬁ ance. Among these was Mo-
SES, who ad Jehovahs sprrrt as did the
70 men appjornte to assis %Numbers
11:24.25) Under the influence of I){ Spir-
It Bezae served as an expert craftsman
in connection with Israel’s tabernacle. (Ex-
odus 3L:1- 11% God’s spirit came upon Gig-
eon, Jephthah, Samson, David, Elijah, Eli-
sha, and others. Though these individuals
of ancient times will hever be brought to
heavenly gIory, they were guided and fielped
by holy Spirit, as are Jésus’ other sheep
today. So, then, possession of God’s spirit
does not mean that we necessarily have the
heavenly calling, Yet, Jehovah's Spirit pro-
vides gurdance helps us.to preach and ful-
fill other God-given assignments, gives us
power beyond what i normal, and produces
I US Jts frurtage of love, joy, peace, Iong
sufferrn% Kindriess, goodness faith, mild-
ness, and self-control.”(John 16:13; Acts 18
Corinthians 4:7-10; Galafians 5:22, 23
Should we not be thankful for this gracious
gift from God?

6g0p|glgw has God's holy spirit operated on his

Y Knowled%;eand wisdom are ?rfts
from God for which we shoulg be grateful
whether our hope is heavenly or earthIY
Accurate knowledge of Jehovah helps us 1o
“make sure of the” more important things”
and “to walk worthily of Jehovah to the énd
of fully pleasing him.” (Philippians 1.9-11;
Colosstans 1:9.10) Goaly wisciom serves as a
grotectron and a 9urde in life. (Proverbs 4
7, Ecclesiastes 7:12) True knowledge and
wisdom are based on God’s Word, and, the
few remarnrnq anointed ones are especially
drawn to what it says about their heavenly
hope However, lové for God’s Word and a
oo understanding of it do not constitute
od’s way of indicating that we have been
called to heavenly life. Men like Moses and
Daniel evenwroté portions of the Bible, but
they will be resurrected to Irfe onthe earth
Wtiether our hope.Is heaven| yor earth X
of us receive sprrrtual food through Jeno-
vah’s approved “faithful and drscreet slave.”
(Matthew 24.45- 473 How grateful all of us
are for the knowledge thus ac?urredI
50ne of Gods reatest g ts is the Jov-
in p%rsron of Jesus’ rafisom sacrifice,
h benefits us whether pre have a heav
enyprospectoraneart y hope. God loved
the'world of mankind “so much that he gave
his only-hegotten Son, in order that every-
one exercising faith in him mrPht not be de-
stroyed but have everlasting [ife.” (John 3;
16) And Jesus’ love motivated him *to give
hi$ soul a ransom in exchange for many.
Matthew 20. ZC) As the apostle John x-
arned Jesus Christ |sapro Itiatory sac-
rrfrce 07 our sins [those of the anointed],
yet not for ours only but also for the whole
world’s.” (1 John Z:1, 2) Hence, all of us

é How do, w(e bepefrt from Gods gifts of knowl-

2 gwhat IS op)e of God’s greatest gifts, and how
0'yoU VIEW |
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should be_deeply gratefu| for this loving
provision for salvation to life eternal *

“Will You Be Present?
BGratitude for the ransom CProwded by
God by means of his Son should move us to
be present at Kingdom Halls or gther places
where Jehovah’s Witnesses will_assemble
after sundown on April 11, 1998, to com-
memorate the death of Christ. When he
Instituted this observance with his faith-
ful apostles on the last night of his earthly
life, Jesus said; “Keep dom% this in remem-
brance of me.” (Luke 22,19, 20; Matthew
26:26-30) The few remaining anointed ones
will partake of the unleavengd bread, repre-
senting Jesus’ sinless human hody, and the
unfortified red wine, signifying his blood
oured out in sacrifice. Only Spifit-hegotten
hristians should partake Giecause On'|r¥ the
are in the new covenant and in the Kirgdo
covenant and have the undeniable tesfimo-
ny of God’s holy spirit that theirs is a heav-
enly hope. Millions of others will be present
as respectful observers who are ?r_ateful for
the love shown by God and Christ in connec-
tionwith Jesus’ sacrifice that makes eternal
life possible.—Romans 6:23.
. I’Former religious views, strong emo-
tions arising from the death of & loyed
one, hardships now associated with earthly
life, or the e_elmg of having received somie
special blessing from Jehovah mlﬁh'[ lead
some to assume mistakenly that Reavenly
life is for them. But all of us should re-
member that the Scriptures do not com-
mand us to partake of Memorial emblems to

es*leszhe Watchtower, March 15 1991, pag-

ettt g SOV
) ar%.'shoulg we remember with regard to
Spirit-anointing?
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show our gratitude for Christ’s ransom sac-
rifice. Moreover, spirit-anointing “depends,
not upon the one wishing nor upon the one
running, but upon God,"the One who begot
Jesus asa 5ﬁ|r|tual Sonand wha brings onl
144,000 other sons to glory.—Romans 9:16;
lsaiah 64:8. _ _
B Everlasting life on a paradise earth is
the God-given hope of the vast majority
of humans serving Jehovah in these last
days. (2 TlmothP/ 1-5) Sgon, they will ep-
{oy this marvelous ﬁaradlse,. Princes will
hien administer earthly affairs under heay-
enly rule. (Psalm 45:16) Peaceful condi-
tions will exist as earth’s inhabitants com-
P with God’s laws and |earn more about
hie ways of Jehovah, (Isaiah 9:6, 7; Revela-
tion 20:12) There will be Blenty of work to
do, building homes and supduing the earth.
#Isa!ah 05:17-25) And think of the haFPy
amily reunignsas the dead return to life!
(John'5:28, 29) After a final test, all wicked-
ness will be gone. (Revelation 20:7_-1(2} For-
ever afterward, the earth will be filled with
perfect humans who are ‘set free from en-
slavement to corruption and who have the
glorious freedom of the children of God.’

\}v%atFB[esrg}%sgts ?lfetaoesaewS enving Jehovah ocey

How Would You Answer?

O What does it mean to "take life's
water free"?

O Whether our hope is heavenly or
earthly, what reasons do we have
for gratitude to God?

O What annual observance should all
of us attend?

O For most of Jehovah's people, what
does the future hold?



Praise to Man or Glory to God?

(A RULER ought to excel his subjects
Z | not only in"point of being actual-

A. JL ly better than they, but that h
ought alsoto cast a soyt ofspel upon them,
wrote Xenophon, a famous Greek gener-
al. Today, many would call such a “spel
charisma.

Not all human rulers have charisma, of
course. But those who have it use thejr abili-
ty to inspire devotion and to manipulate the
masses for their own ends. Perhaps the most
notorious recent example was Adolf Hitler.
JI 1333 to thf mag)ont of Germans Hit-

I had—0r would shortly assume—the aura
of a trul g charismatic [eader,” writes W
liam L. Shirer in his book The Rise and

D

Fall of the Third Reich. “They were to fol-
low him bIdeY as If he possessed a divine
judgment, for the next twelve tempestuous
ears.
' Rellqmus history is also full of charis-
matic Teaders who inspired people to be
devoted to them but who brought disas-
ter upon their foIIowers “Be careful that
no one mlsleads you,” warned Jesus, “for

man)( men will come in my name say-
ing 1.am th eChnst and thew |slead
many, Ilips) Ch ar

’ Q\/Iatt ew 244
|smat|c alse Christs d|d not a%)ear only
In the first century. Dunng the 1970%, Jim
Jones proclaimed h|mse f'the “messiah of
the People’s Temple.” He was described as
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“a charismatic churchman” with “a strange
power over people,”and in 1978 he instigat-
ed one of the greatest mass suicides of his-

tor

I¥vrdentl charisma can be a dangerous
?rft The Bible, however talks abouf a dif-
erenttyFe ofr\;rt orgrfts rom God, avail-
able to all for
word for_this qift is
pears 17 times in the Bible. One Greek
scholar defines it as ‘a free and undeserved
gift, somethrng given to_a man_unearned
and’ unmerited, “Ssomething which comes
from God’s %race and which could never
have been achieved or possessed by a man’s
own effort.’

So from the Scriptural standoomt kha'-

ri-sma is a gift received, thanks to God’s un-

deserved kindness. What are some of these
gifts that God has kindly given us? And how
Can we use them to bring praise to him? Let
us consider three of these gracious gifts.

Everlasting Life

The ?reatest Prft of all is undoubtedly
the gift of everfasting life. Paul wrote o
the Roman con%regatron “The . wages i

pays is death, hut the fgrft kha'ri-sma] God
Erves IS evertastmg life by Christ Jesus our
ord.” (Romans 6 3)Itrsworth noting that
the “Wages gdeath are somethmg We have
earned, alber Unwi Img){ by our Sinful na-
ture. On the other hand, the everlasting ife
that God makes available is somethmg to-
tally undeserved that we could never garn
0N 0Ur OWN Merits.

The gift of everlasting life should be trea-
sured and shared. We tan help people get
to know Jehovah, to serve him and thus
be favored with_the gift of everlasting life.
Revelation 22:17 says:. “The spirit and the

*
rm@‘eh‘(.’tal of 913 people died, including Jim Jones
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he benefit of all. The Greek Parts of the worl Ioeo ple rarely
Kandtiif

bride keep on saymg ‘Come!” And let anyone
hearing sar ‘Come”” And let anyone thirst-
ing come; et anyone that wishes take life’s
water free.”

How can we lead others to this life-givin
water? Mainly by usm% the Bible to good ef-
fect in qur mmrstr IS true that in some
read or

-about spiritual things; neverthe ess,
ther are aIways opporturiities to ‘awaken
the ear” of someone. (Isaiah 50:4) In this re-
oard we can be confident in the Bible’s mo-

Ivating force, “for the word of God is alive
and exerts power " (Hebrews 4. 12) Whether
It be the Bible’s practical wisdom, the com-
fort and hope it offers, or its explanatron
about the purpose of life, God’s Word can
touch the heart and start oeople onthe road
to life.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17

Additionally, Bible-based literature can
help us say “Come!” The prophet |saiah
foretold that during this time of errrtual
darkness, ‘Jenovah would shine forth” upon
his people. (Isaiah_60:2) Publications of the
Watch_ Tower Society reflect this blessmg
from Jehovah, and ever?r year the
thousands of people to Jehovah, the Source
of spiritual enlightenment. Throughout
their Pages Prommence IS not given to Indi-
vidua he introduction to’ The Watch-
tower explains, “the purpose of The Watch-
tower is to exalt Jehovah God as Soverer n
Lord of the universe It .encourages faif
rn God’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ,
whose shed bloo opens the way for man-
kind to rrram eternal life,

A full-time Christian minister, who for
many years has had notable success in_her
mmrst]r comments n the value of The

Watchtower and Awake! in helping people
draw close to God: “When my Bible students
start to r(ead and enjoy The Watc tower
and Awake!, they make rapid progress. |



see the magazines as an invaluable aid in
helping people get to know Jehovah.”

_ Service Privileges

Timothy was a Christian disciple who was
granted another gift that deserved special
attention. The apostle Paul told him: “Do
not be neglecting the ift in
Y’OU that was given you through a predic-
lon and when'the body of older men laid
their hands upon Xou.’_ (L Timothy 414)
What was this gift? It involved Timothy’s
appointment as a travelmg OVerseer, a Ser-
vice privilege that he had to care for re-
sponsibly. I the same passage, Paul exhort-
ed Timothy: “Continue applying yourself
to public reading, to exhortation; to teach-
ing. Pay constant attention to yourself and

to your teaching. St%y_by
these things, for b}/ 0ing
this you will save both your-
self and those who listen to
you.”—lTlmoth¥ 4:13,16.
Elders today also need to
cherish their service priv-
ileges. As Paul points out,
one way they can do this
I by ‘paying attention
to their feaching.” Rath-
er than imitating world-
!Xchansmatl_c |eaders, they
irect attention to God, not
to themselves. Jesus, their
Exemplar, was an outstand-
ing teacher who doubtless
had a magnetic personallty,
but he humbl avegilory 0
his Father. “What T teach
is not mine, but belongs to
him that sent me,” hé de-
clared.—John 5:41; 7:16.
Jesus glorified his heay-
enly Father bﬁ_usmg God’s
Word as the authority for_his teaching.
(Matthew 19:4-6; 22:31, 32, 37-40) Paul like-
wise stressed the need for overseers to ‘hold
firmly to the faithful word in respect to
their-art of teaching.’ (Titus 1:9) By basing
their talks firmly on the Scriptures, elders
will, in effect, be saqu as Jesus did: “The
things | say to you nen‘l do not speak of my
own originality."—John 14:10, _

How can elders ‘hold firmly to the faithful
word"? By centering their talks and meetmg
assignménts on God’s Word, explaining an
emP_ aslzm? the texts that they use.”Dra-
matic_illustrations or amusm? anecdotes,
especially if overdone, may distract the au-
dience from God’s Word and draw attention
to the speaker’s own ability. The verses of
the Bible, on the other hand, are what will
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reach the heart and motivate the audience,
gPsaIm 19:7-9; 119:40: compare Luke 24:32.3

uch talks draw less attention to men an
give more glory to God.

Another way elders can become more ef-
fective teachers is by learning from one an-
other. As Paul helped Timothy, o one elder
can assist another. “By iron; iron itself is
sharpened. So one man sharpens the face
of another.” (Proverbs 27:17; Philippians
2:3) Elders henefit by sharing_ideas and
sug?e_stlons. One recently appointed elder
explained: “An experienced elder took the
time to show me how he put together a pub-
lic talk. In his preparation, he included rhe-
torical questions, illustrations, examples, or
short experiences, as well as Scriptural pas-
sages that he had carefully researched. |
have learned from him how to add variety
to my talks in order to avoid a dry, monoto-
nous delivery.” o

All of us who enjoy service privileges,
whether we are elders, ministerial Ser-
vants, or pigneers, need to treasure our gift,
Shortly before his_death, Paul reminded
Timotly ‘to stir up like a fire the gift [ .
ri-sma]  of God which was in him,” which
in Tinothy’s case involved some special ?_Ift
of the spirit. (2 Timothy 1:6) In_lsraelite
homes, fires were often just glowing coals.

In Our Next Issue
Why Are They Asking Forgiveness?
Appreciating Christian Gatherings

Men "With Feelings Like Ours"
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|t was possible to ‘stir them up’to produce
flames and more heat. Thus we are_encour-
aged to put our heart and energy. into our
assignments, stirring up like a Tire what-
ev_(terr] spiritual gift we have been entrusted
with,

Spiritual Gifts to Be Shared

Paul’s love for his brothers in Rome im-
pelled him to write; “I am Ionglr][q to see

OH, that 1 may impart some spirifual gift
f.k a'rl-smaj to you in order for you to"be
Mmade firm; or, rather, that there may be an
interchange of encouragement amofg you,
by each ofe through thé other’s faith, both
yours and mine.” (Romans 1:11, 12) Paul
Viewed our abl|lt?]/ to fortify others’faith by
our speaking to them as a spiritual gift, The
interchange of such spiritual gifts would re-
sult in a $horing up of faith and in mutual
encouraﬁ_em_ent. _ o

And this is certainly needed. In this wick-
ed system in which”we live, we all face
stress in ong way or another. A regular in-
terchange of enCouragement, however, can
help us to Rers_eyere. The 1dea of inter-
change—both giving and receiving—is im-
[%ortant to maintaining spiritual Strength.
rue, we all need heartening from time to
time, but we can all build one another up
as well. _ _

If we are alert to notice fellow believers
who are downhearted, we may be ‘able to
comfort those In anﬁ_sort of tribulation with
the comfort with which we ourselves are be-
Ing comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-5
The Greek word for comfort (.
literally means “a caIImP to Qne’s side,” If,
when Needed, we are afongside to offer a
helping hand to our brother or sister, doubt-
less we ourselves will receive the same lov-
Ing suppart when we are in need.—Eccle-
siastes 4:9, 10; compare Acts 9:36-41.



Of_great benefit also are the loving shep-
herding visits of the elders. Thoygf there
are occasjons whe visits are made to_give
Scriptural counsel on a matter. requifing
attention, most shepherding visits are oc-
casions for encouragement, a ‘comforting
of hearts, #C_olossmns 2:2) When overseers
make such raith-strengthening visits, they
are really |mpart|_ng a spiritgal gift. Like
Paul, théy will find this unique” form of
giving rewarding, and they will develop a
longing™ for thelr brothers,.—Romans 1.11.
This was true in the ¢ase of an elder in
Slgam, who relates the following experience:
“Ricardo, an 11-year-qld boy, seemed to ex-
Press little interest i the meetmgs and
he congregation in general. So | asked RI-
cardo’s parents for permission to visit their
son, to which they readily agreed. They
lived In the mountains about” one hour’s
drive from my home. Ricardo was evidently
Rleased to sed the interest | took in him, and
e responded right away. He soon became
an unbaptized publisher and an energetic
member of the congregation. His reserved
nafure was replaced by a happier more out-
?omg personality. Several inthe congrega-
lon ‘asked: ‘What’s happened to Ricardo?”
TheP/ seemed to notice him for the fist time.
Ref ectmq on that crucial shepherding vis-
It, | feel that | have gained more than RI-
cardo. When he entef’s the Kingdom Hall,
his face beams, and he comes rushing over
to greet me. It has been a joy to see his spir-
itual progress. T
Doubtless, shepherding, visits, such as
Ihlf_ one, ake rlchlsy blessed, Su%h Visits ?re
In fine with Jesus’ plea; “Shepnerd my It-
tle sheep.” (John 1:16l)1 Of course, elders
are not the_only ones who can impart such
spiritual gifts.”Everyone in the _congre?(a-
tion can incite others to love ang fine works,
SHebrew_s 10:23, 24% Just as cllmgers who
re scaling a mountain are roped togeth-

er, S0 We are _{oined together by spiritu-
al_bonds. Inevitably, what we do and sa

affects others, A cutting remark or hars

criticism can fray the bonds that unite us.
(Ephesians 4:29;"James 3:8) On the other
hand, choice words of encouragement and
loving assistance can heli) our brothers suf-
mounit their difficulties, In this way we will
be sharing s%mtual gifts of lasting value.
—Proverbs 12:25,

Reflecting God’s Glory
~InaFuHer Measure

Itis clear that every Christian has a mea-
sure of charisma, Wehave ,been_?ranted the
Rnceles_s hope of everlasting life. We also
ave spiritual gifts that we Can share with
one another. And we can strive to inspire
or motivate others_toward right ends. Some
have additional q|fts In thé form of ser-
vice privileges. All these gifts are proof of
God’s undeserved kindness. And since any
ﬁlft that . we might have Is something we
ave received from God, we certainly have
o reason to boast.—1 Corinthians 477.

As Christians, we dowell to ask ourselves
Will T use any degree of charisma that |
might have to brmg glory to Jehovah, the
Giver of “every good (ift and every perfect
present™? (James 1:17% Will | imitate Jesus
and minjster to others according to my abil-
Ities and circumstances? ,

_The apostle Peter sums up our responsi-
bility in this regard: “In proportion as
each’ ong has, recéived a gift [ ,
use it in mmlstermg t0 ope another &s
fine stewards of God’s undeserved kind-
ness expressed in various ways. |t anyone
speaks, et him speak as It were the sacred
Pronounce_ments_ of God: If anyone minis-
ers, let him minister as deperident on the
strength that God supplies; so that in all
things God may be %I fified through Jesus
Christ."—1 Pefer 4:10, 11.
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Reaching Even More
With the Good News

AS | thought about the people in my
homeland, | realized that many know
/ \ Jehovah's Witnesses only from news
reports. These people ought to be contacted,
| thought, so that they might learn who Je-
hovah's Witnesses are and what they really
believe. But how could I help? My husband is a
Christian elder, and he provided me with wise
guidance and suggestions.

We found a key idea in the article "Maga-
zines That Give Practical Comfort," published
in the January 8, 1995, issue of Awake! mag-
azine. Regarding the activity of a Witness, the
article says: "She has been making it a point
to collect older copies of certain Awake! mag-
azines that other Witnesses have accumulated
at home. Then she visits agencies that she feels
might show special interest in some of the top-
ics."

With the help of my husband, | soon collect-
ed several hundred copies of the magazines.
From these | was able to select a variety of
subjects suitable for people I would try to con-
tact.

Using telephone directories and public rec-
ords, | compiled a list representing hospitals,
youth hostels, and nursing homes. | also list-
ed funeral directors, school supervisors and
counselors, medical examiners, and officials of
prisons and law courts. My list included direc-
tors of institutions for alcoholics and drug
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addicts, associations for environmental issues,
for the disabled and war victims, and for nu-
tritional research. Nor did | overlook heads of
offices for welfare, social services, and family
affairs.

What Would | Say?

The first thing | did when making a visit was
to identify clearly who Iwas. Then | mentioned
that my visit should take just a few minutes.

Once face-to-face with the person in
charge, | would say: "I am one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. However, | am not here to
have a religious discussion, which might be in-
appropriate during office hours." Usually the
atmosphere became more relaxed. Then,
adapting my comments to the situation, |
would continue: "The reason for my visit is
twofold. First, | wish to express my apprecia-
tion for the work that is being organized by
your office. After all, it should not be taken for
granted that someone expends his time and
energy in behalf of the general public. This
is certainly to be commended." In many cases
the person approached in this way was sur-
prised.

By now the person most likely was wonder-
ing what the second reason of my visit was.
I would continue: "The second reason for my
visit is this: From our Awake! magazine, which
is published internationally, | have picked out
some articles that deal particularly with your



type of work and the problems associated with
it. | am sure that you would like to know how
an international journal views these problems.
I will be glad to leave these copies with you."
Often | was told that my efforts were appreci-
ated.

Surprising and Rewarding Results

When | used this approach, most gave me
a friendly reception; only one in 17 turned me
down. | had numerous experiences that were
both surprising and rewarding.

For example, after trying four times and
waiting patiently, | succeeded in meeting a dis-
trict school inspector. He was a very busy man.
Yet, he was most friendly and talked to me for
a while. When | took my leave, he said: "I
really appreciate your effort, and | definitely
will read your literature carefully.”

On another occasion, | called at a district
court, meeting the principal judge, a middle-
aged man. When | entered his office, he
looked up from his papers rather irritated.

"Office hours are Tuesday morning only,
and then | will be available for any informa-
tion," he said gruffly.

"Allow me to apologize for having come at
an inappropriate time," | replied quickly and
added, "Of course, Iwould be happy to come
again at another time. But my visit is actually
of a private nature."

Now the judge was curious. He asked, in a
much less hostile tone, what | wanted. | repeat-
ed that | would call again on Tuesday.

"Please, take a seat,” he insisted, quite to
my surprise. "What do you want?"

A lively conversation followed, and he
apologized for having been so unfriendly in
the beginning because he was really very busy.

"Do you know what | like about Jehovah's
Witnesses?" the judge asked after a while.
"They have well-founded principles from
which they do not deviate. Hitler tried every-
thing he could, but the Witnesses still did not
go to war."

When two of us entered one office, the
secretaries there recognized us. Then the ex-
ecutive secretary spoke up coolly, "The
president never receives any parties."

"But he will
ly, "because we are Jehovah's Witnesses. We
are not petitioners,
last longer than three minutes." In my heart
| prayed fervently, "O Jehovah, please let this
turn out well!”

receive us," | replied calm-

and our visit will not

The secretary responded in an aloof man-
ner, "All right, then, I'll try." She walked away.
After about two minutes, that seemed like an
eternity to me, she reappeared followed by
the president himself. Not saying anything, he
led the way to his office, passing two other
rooms.

As we began to converse, he became more
and more friendly. He willingly accepted the
special issues of the Awoke! magazine when
we offered them. We thanked Jehovah for this
opportunity to give a good witness about the
purpose of our work.

Looking back on the many wonderful expe-
riences, | have come to appreciate more fully
what the apostle Peter said: "For a certainty |
perceive that God is not partial, but in every
nation the man that fears him and works righ-
teousness is acceptable to him." (Acts 10:34,
35) God's will is that people of all back-
grounds, languages, or social positions be
given the opportunity to know his purpose for
mankind and for the earth.— Contributed.
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Will God Destroy

CCORDING to Pope John Paul I, humans
A can look forward to the future with con-
fidence. Throughout history, he noted,
"men have continued to commit sins, perhaps
even greater than those described before the
flood." Even so, the pope explained, "from the
words of the covenant God made with Noah we
realize that now there is no sin that can bring
God to destroy the world he himself created."
Is it true that God will never destroy the
world? The Bible states that after the Deluge,
God said to Noah: "No more will all flesh be
cut off by waters of a deluge, and no more will
there occur a deluge to bring the earth to ruin."
(Genesis 9:11) The pope says that with these
words, God "committed himself to preserving
[the earth] from destruction.”
The Bible makes it clear that the Creator will
not allow our planet to be destroyed. "The earth

the World?

is standing even to time indefinite," says the Bi-
ble. (Ecclesiastes 1:4) But there is more to be
learned from the Deluge— something that the
pope did not comment on.

Jesus said that conditions on earth at the time
of his future presence would be "just as the days
of Noah were," when people "took no note un-
til the flood came and swept them all away."
(Matthew 24:37-39) Similarly, the apostle Pe-
ter wrote that just as "the world of that time
suffered destruction when it was deluged with
water," so also "the day of judgment and of de-
struction of the ungodly men" looms over the
present world.— 2 Peter 3:5-7.

Did Jesus and Peter forget about God's cov-
enant with Noah? By no means! Just as he stated
in the covenant with Noah, God will not employ
floodwaters to bring this wicked system of things
to an end. Instead, he will use the might of
the "King of kings and Lord of lords," Jesus
Christ. (Revelation [Apocalypse] 19:11-21) Ac-
cording to the Bible, therefore, the earth will
not be destroyed, but the "world" of evil man-
kind will without fail come to an end. (Proverbs
2:21, 22; Revelation 11:18) Afterward, "the
righteous themselves will possess the earth, and
they will reside forever upon it."— Psalm 37:29.



