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Are You an
Optimist or a Pessimist?

CCTT. WAS the best of
| times, It was the worst
JLof times, ... jt was

the spring of hope, It was

the winfer of despair, we had
everythlng before us, we had
nothtngb f?re us,” The qpen-
e
ffawg Cities Skiifully con-
trast how events can affect
our thinking, our feelings,
and our outlook.

The two cities referred to TheFr
were London and Paris dur-

Ing the turmoll of the French Revolutlon

For the oppressed citizens of 18th-century
France, the revolution’s proclamation of the
rights of man was indeed a “spring of hope.”
BUt for those of the ancien regime, or the
out omg |po litical system, it was a “winter
of espair,” leading to death and destruc-
tion.

Optimism or pessimism? 1t all de‘oended
onwhich side you were on. And it still does

Time for Self- ScrutlnY

Are you an optimist? Doyou see the bnght
side of life, aIwa s anticipating the best? Or
are y tou inc |ned to be p 55|m|tst|c takmi
egative view of your prospects, hopin
t'hg%est but at t h% same tlt%e eXpec m&
worst?

Sixt 8ear? 0 Amgncan novelist James
Branc summed u te wo conflict-
% Phlosop ies t IS W e op ttmlst

claims that we live mthle best of aI nos-

sible worlds; ana the pessimist fears this

The French Revolution

Is true.” If %ou feel hat this
VIeW IS ra er cy ntca eX-
amine the pros an cons of
Just three aspects of today’s
world as presented below.
Then analyze t{our reactions,
and.ask yourself, ‘Am | an op-
timist of a pessimist?
Lastlng eace: How many
world trotible spots can you
name? Ireland, the former
Yugoslavja, the Middle East,
Butundi, Rwanda—these
readily come to mind. Can
these"and other strugqles
ever be resolved to ensure ermanent
al peace? Is the world headed for peace’
conomic Stability: Hogtn for mone-
tary union by 1999 Euro N n|on coun
trigs are senousy confronting problems
with inflation and” publi borrowmg Ese-
where, corru t|on erodes the economic
strycture of American and African
nations, where | |n ation |mPoses an aInost
Impossible burdep and e ntctn blem
ghlea vide. Is world economic stability jUSt
Unem%lo ment: In the 1997 nationa
eIectlon ritish churches united to ur?e all

B

8erem vi/o ed, can t Orgheliasotn\tlv orF ?Ir

0 men spema Ily for the young?
ow eaw IS to fee pessimjstic! Yet
there s ng sid e% we Invjte you to
consider how t|s possible to develop an op-
timistic outlook.
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Sound Basis
for Optimism Today

istorjan and sociologist h.
G. WeIIs born in 1866, exerted a
powerfu |nf|uence on 20th-century

his writings

he asgl-entered'the land of

Abraham’s Optimism Rewarded
In the year 1943 B.CE., Abraham moved
from Haran, crossed the Euphrates Rjver
Canaan. Abraham

thinking. Through
oundeé1 his convrctron that the millenrasmeen described as “the father of all those

would corncrde Wi
science. Thus, Collier's Encyclope-
dia recalls Wells” “boundless opti-
mism” as he worked unceasingly to
advance his cause. But it also notes
that his optimism was shattered
when World War Il erupted.

As Wells came to the realiza-
tion that “science could work
for evil as well as for 8ood his
faith deserted him, and he de-

Ihned into pessrmrer ﬁtates

(Chambers's |ograp ical D
tlonarY Whh/ did this happen?

Wells faith and optimism were
based solely on human achieve-
ments. When he realized that man-
kind was incapable of attaining his
Utopia, he had nowhere else to turn. Desper-
ation quickly turned nto pessimism.

Today, many people have the same expe-
rrence for the same reason. They are bub-

gfwrt optimism when they “are younq
but all |nto sullen pessimism”as théy ge
older. There are even young ones who give
up on the so-called narmal way, of life and
Indulge in drug abuse, promiscuity, and oth-
er destructrve life- sttfles What 1S the an-
swer Consider the following examples from

Bible times and see what basis there is for
optimism—past, present, and future.
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the onward march of

H. G Wells any guarrehn

Corbis-Bettmann

aving farth and What a fine example he
setl—Romans 4:1

Abraham was accompanied by

Lot, the orphaned son of Abraham’s
brother, and by otsfamrI?/ Later

when a faming struck the fand. the

two famrlres moved to Egypt, and

in ue course they retuned to-

ether. By this trme both Abra-

am and’ Lot had accumulated
much wealth, as well as flocks

and herds. When quarreling

broke out between their herds-

men, Abraham took the initia-

tive and said: “Please, do not let
continue hetween
me and you and hetween my herds-
men and your herdsmen, for'we men
are brothers. Is not the whole land available
to ou? Please, separate from me. If you go
to he left then T'will go to the right. but if
you goto the rrght then | will gotd the left.”

—Genesis 13:8°9

Abraham, bern%the senjor, could have di-
rectedmatters Inhis own favor, and Lot out
0 de}r‘ererkce to his uncle, could have onced
choice to A raham Instead, “Lot

rarse his ey%s ano| saw the whole |str|cto
the Jordan t atalof it was a well-watere
regron before Jehovah brought Sodom and
orrah to ruin, like the garden of Jeho-
vah, Tike the land of Egypt as far as Zoar.



Then Lot chose for himself the whole Dis-
rict of the Jordan.” With such a choice, Lot
had every reason to be optimistic. But what
of Abratiam?—Genesis 13:10, 11, _
Was Abraham bemq foolhard7y puttin
he welfare_of his family at risk? No. Abra-
ham’s positive attitude and rqene_rous spirit
Rald a rich dividend. Jehovah said to Abra-
am: “Raise your eyes, please, and look from
the place where you are, northward and
southward and eastward and westward, be-
cause all the land at which you_are looking
to Y_ou and to your seed | am gom% {0 give it
until time indefinite."—Genésis 13:14, 15,

Abraham’s optimism had a sound basis.
It was founded on God’s, promise that he
would make a great nation out of Abra-
ham so that “all’the families of the ground
[would] certainly bless themselves by means
of [Abraham].” (Genesis 12:2-4, 7)"We too
have reason 1o be confident, knowing that
“God makes all his works cooperate togeth-
er for the good of those who love God.”—Ro-
mans 8:28.

Two Optimistic Spies _

More than 400 years later, the nation
of Israel stood poised to enter Canaan. “a
land flowing with milk_and honey.” (Exo-
dus 3:8: Deuteronomy 6:3) Moses “commis-
sioned 12 chieftains fo ‘search out the land
and bring back word concernm? the way by
which they should go up and the cities to
which theX will come.” (Deuteronomy 1:22;
Numbers 13:2) All 12 spies were unanimous
in their description of the, land’s prosperity
but_lPofthem ave a pessimistic report that
Instilled tear in the hearts of the people.
—Numbers 13:31-33.

Joshua and Caleb, on the other hand, pre-
sented to the people an optimistic message
and did all they could to allay their fears.
Their attitude dnd report reflécted full con-
fidence in Jehovah’s ability to fulfill his

word to return them to the Promised Land
—hut to no avail. Instead, “all the assembly
talked of 8e|t|n§ them with stones.”—Nuni-
bers 13:30; 14:6-10. _

Moses urged the people to trust in Jeho-
vah, but théy refused to listen. Because they
persisted in"their pessimistic attitude, the
whole nation had to wander 40 years in the
wilderness. Of the 12 spies, only' Joshua_and
Caleb experienced. the rewards of optimism.
What was the basic problem? Lack of faith,
as the Beople looked to their own wisdom.
—Numbers 14:26-30; Hebrews 3:7-12.

~Jonah’s Vacillation
Jonah lived.in the ninth century B.CE
The Bible indicates that he was a faithful
prophet of Jehovah to the ten-tribe kmgdom
of Israel, sometime during the reign of Jer-
oboam I1. Yet he refused t0 accept 4 commis-
sion to o to Nineveh to serve a warning to
the people. The historian Josephus says fhat
Jonan “thought it better to slip out"of the
way” and make for Jopﬁa Instead. There he
hoarded a boat to Tarshish. likely modern-
day Spain. (Jonah 1:1-3) Why Jonah took
such g pessimistic view of this assignment
IS explained at Jonah 4:2. o
Jonah eventually agreed to accomplish his
missjon, but he gréw angry when the Reople
of Nineveh repeited. So‘Jghovah taught him
a fine lesson of compassion by causing the
bottle-gourd plant under which Jonah was
sheltering to wither and die. EJonah 4:1-8}
Jonah’s feelings of sorrow at the demise o
the plant shodld more corre_ctlm,have been
directed fo the 120,000 men in Nineveh wh
did not “know the difference between their
right hand and their left."—Jonah 4:11.
hat can we learn from Jonah’s experi-
ence? Sacred service allows no room for E),es-
simism. If we discern Jehovah's direction
and follow through with full confidence, we
will enjoy success.—Proverbs 3:5, 6.
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Optimism Amid Adversities

“Do not show yourself heated ulp because
of the evildoers,” King David declared. “Do
not be envious of those doing unrighteoys-
ness.” (Psalm 37:1) That is, indegd, wise
counsel, for today injustice, and crookedness
are all around us.—Ecclesiastes 8:11.

Even if we do not envy the unrighteous,
however, it is easy to feel frustratéd when
We see innocent people suffer at the hands
of the wicked or when we ourselves are
being dealt with unjustly. Such experienc-
es May even_cause US to” develop a despon-
dent or pessimistic attitude. When we feel
that way, what should we, do? First, we can
keep in"mind that the wicked cannot com-
placently assume that retribution will never
come, PSalm 37 goes on {0 assure us in verse
2. “Like grass they [evildoers] will speequ
wither, and like green new grass they will
fade away. _ _

In addition, we can continye to_do what is
ﬁood remain optimistic, and wait upon Je-

ovah, “Turn away from what is bad and do
what Is good, and so reside to time indef-
inite,” continued the psalmist, “For Jehovah
15 a [over of justice, and he will not leave his
loyal ones.”—Psalm 37:27, 28,

True Optimism Prevails! _
What, then, about our future? The. Bi-
ble book of Revelation tells us about “things
that must shortly take place.” Among them,
a rider on a fiery-Colored horse, depicting
ar, 15 Eeyealed 0 fake ?eace away from
the eartn.”—Revelation 1.1, 6:4.
. A popular—and optimistic—opinion held
in Britain during World War | was that it
would be the last major war. In 1916, British
statesman David Lloyd George was more re-
alistic. He said: “Thiswar, . = the next war,
15 a war to end war.” (Italics oursg Fle Was
right. World War 1] only accelerated the pro-
duction of more fiendish methods of mass
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destruction. Quer 50 years later, still no end
to war is in sight. _

In the same book of Revelation, we read of
other horsemen—symbolizing famine, 1pes-
tilence, and death.” (Revelation 6:5-8) They
are further aspects of the sign of thetimes,
—Matthew 24.3-8. o

Are these causes for pessimism? By no
means, for the vision also describes “awhite
horse; and the one seated upon it had a bow;
and a crown was given him, and he went
forth conguering dnd to complete his_con-

uest.” (Revelation 6;2) Here we see Jesus

hrist as.a heavenly King removing all wick-
edness, riding to establish peace and harmo-
ny worldwidé* S

As ng-Demgnate, Jesus Christ while
on earth taught his disciples to pray for
that Kingdoni. Perhaps YOU too have been
taught to sa}/the “Our Father,” or the Lord’s
Prayer, In Jt we prag for God’s Kingdom to
comg, for his will'to be accomplished here on
earth as in heaven.—Matthew 6:9-13,

Rather than trying to patch up the Rresent
system of thm%s_, Jehovah, acting t ,roug
hils Messianic King, Christ Jesus, will 7e-
move it completely, In its %Iace, says Je-
novah, “I am credting new heavens ‘and a
new earth; and the former t_hm%s will not be
called to mind, nejther will they come up
into the heart,"Under the heavenly Kingdom
?overnment, the earth will become  peace-
ul, ha Yhome for mankind, where Ijfe and
work will be a constant joy. “Be e%%/ful forev-
er inwhat | am creating,”Says Jehovan. ThT
work of their own hands mi chosen ones wil
use to the full.” (Isatah 65:17-22) If you base
your hope for the future on that unfailing
P,rom|s_e, you will have every reason to be op-
imistic—now and forever!

*For g gletailed discussion pf this vision,please see
LRI Gl
and Tr W Yok, |

, t
act Society of Ne k, Inc.



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Endurance Leads to God's Blessing in Malawi

JOSEPH was a faithful ser-
vant of Jehovah. (Hebrews
11:22) He was also a man of
outstanding endurance. Even
though he was betrayed
by his own brothers, twice
sold into slavery, and lat-
er thrown into prison under
false charges, Joseph did
not crumble. Rather, he pa-
tiently endured years of
tribulation, humbly await-
ing Jehovah's blessing.
— Genesis 37:23-28, 36;
39:11-20.

Likewise today, Jehovah's
Witnesses in Malawi have
waited patiently for God's
blessing. For 26 years, these
Christian Witnesses endured
governmental bans, severe
opposition, and many atrocities. But their endur-
ance has paid off!

When persecution broke out in Malawi in late
1967, there were about 18,000 Kingdom publish-
ers. Imagine the joy of the Witnesses when they
learned that the 1997 service year began with a
new peak of 38,393 publishers— more than twice
as many as at the start of the ban! Moreover, at-
tendance at the 13 "Messengers of Godly Peace"
District Conventions held in Malawi swelled to over
117,000. Truly, Jehovah has blessed their faith and
endurance.

An example of this blessing is the experience of
a young man named Machaka. When Machaka
accepted an offer to study the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, his parents became very upset.
They said: "If you want to become a Witness, you
must move away from home." This threat, however,
did not discourage him from continuing his study.
As a result, Machaka's parents confiscated all

his clothes. The brothers re-
sponded by buying him some
more. When Machaka's par-
ents learned about this,
they told him: "If the Wit-
nesses are going to support
you, you must leave and go
live with them." After con-
sidering the matter carefully,
Machaka left home, and a
Witness family in the local
congregation took him in.
Machaka's parents were
so annoyed that they decid-
ed to move away from the
area in order to avoid all
contact with the Witness-
es. Machaka, of course,
was distressed by this, but
he found much comfort when
the brothers discussed with
him Psalm 27:10, which states: "In case my own
father and my own mother did leave me, even Je-
hovah himself would take me up."

In time, Machaka's parents softened in their
position, and he decided to move back home. Ap-
parently their son's determination to serve Jehovah
made a powerful impression on them because they
too wanted a Bible study with Jehovah's Wit-
nesses! They also attended all three days of the
"Messengers of Godly Peace" District Convention,
after which they were moved to declare: "Truly,
this is God's organization."

Yes, opposition may be trialsome, but God's
loyal messengers do not give up. They courageous-
ly press on, knowing that “tribulation produces
endurance; endurance, in turn, an approved con-
dition." (Romans 5:3, 4) Jehovah's Witnesses in
Malawi can rightly attest that endurance leads to
God's blessing.
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Jehovah
God of covenants

‘I willconclude with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah a new BEREMIAH 31:31.

Jesus celé rated the Passover Wrth reIated to it? These are important ?uestrons
IS 12 aPr? tles, Since he k newhat ecause Jesus said that the blood of the cov-
(IS Wou e s final meal wit emmafntwould be poured out “for forgiveness

that he woulld soon die af the hangso Kins.” All of us desperately need Such for-
enemies, Jesus took ad vanta%e of the occa-  giveness. _Romanszp

sion o explain many |mRort nt matters 0
his closest disciples.—John 13:1-17:26 A Covenant With Abraham

2|t was af this time that, after dismiss- 4 To understand the new covenant, we
in JuFas Jscariot, Jesus instituted the ?Iy have to go back almost 2,000 years before
anhual religious observance commanded for Jesus” earthly minisiry to the fime when
Christians—the Memorial of his death. The  Terah and his famil —including._Abram

record saZ"‘As theg continue eatrng Je- (later. Abraham) and” Abram’s wife, Sar-

ON THE night of Nisan 14, 33 CE, an old covenant? Are any other covenants

Us took @ loaf and, after saying a blessing, 4y (Tater, Sarah)~trekked from prosperous
ftegro e It and, ngVIH It 0 edrscrpes ; Ur(of the Chalzteans to Haran |rFr) noethern
fa ae eat cans t%an %0 Mesopotamia,_They stayed there until Te-

ggvteo?t tgf“ mansa h‘ﬁv'”%ﬁn outo |t A rah’s death. Then, at Jehovah's command,

the 75-year-old Abraham crossed the Eu-
e‘;] n \?\,r Eclsrsnteo nsemgur% od of he 0 € 201 Phrateserver and traveled southwesward
0 many for f orgrvenesgofsrns Matt ew 0 the land of Canaan to live a nomadic life
Z% esus” follower weeto memorr in tents. (Genesis 11:31-12: l, 4, 5 Acts 7.

arze hrs eat?r in asrmsi drr nified man-  2-5) That was in 1943 BC.E. While Abre-
ner. And J esus referre to 3 covenant in  hamwas still in Haran, Jehovah had said to
connection w death. In the account jn him: “l shall make a great nation out of you
5 l&e Its ca||ed “the new covenant”—Luke  and | shall bless you™and I will make your
5. name great; and Prove yourself a blessing.
3 What is the new covenant? If it is the And | will bless hose who bless you, and
new covenant, does that mean that there is~ him that calls down evrI upon you | ‘shall
cure ang allbihe famili |e of the round

celebration did Jesys, initiate on er certainly bless themsevesb mans of
e ﬁ:étbt %gfﬁ'srae er@ogﬁr (chnneﬁgjron ohomes you" Later, }ter Abraham had clossed ino

ea
é]. Jtat questions are asked about the new cov- 4. What ancrent;rromrse helps us to understand
enant: the new covenant?
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fulfillment of the

Through the Law covenant,
Jehovah administered an illustrative
venant

Canaan Jehovah added: “To your
seed %orng to 7grve this land.”
—Genesrs
5The promise to Abraham was
related to another of Jehovah’s
Rromrses Indeed, . it made Abra-
am a key fiqure in_human histo-
ry, a link’in the fulfillment of the
first prophecy ever recorded. After
Adam and Eve sinned in the 8arden
Eden, Jehovah pronounced judg-
ment on both of them, and on the
same occasion, he addressed Sa-
tan. who had misled Eve, saying: “|
shall put enmrtt{) between you and
tewoman and between our seed
and her seed. He will brurse you
in the head and you will bruise
him in the heel.” {Genesis 3:15) Jehovah's
covenant with Abraham indicated that the
Seed througih whom Satan’s works would
he brought 1o nothing would appear in the
lineage of that patriarch,
6Since Jehovah’s promise was related to a
seed Abraham needed a son through whom
the Seed could come. But he and Sarah grew
Into old age and were still childless. Finally,
thou h, Jehovah blessed them, mrraculous-
ér revrvrng therr procreative powers, a
arah boré Abraham a son, Isaac, thuskee -
|n7g alive the promrse of a seeq. (Genesrs
21:1-7) Years later, after testing
Abrahams faith—even to the point of his
willingness to offer his beloved son, Isaac

b, Jethlvahs promrse to Abraham is linked to

W at storic h h
P ATETLARMG v aras

o Abrah rou

amrc covenan

in sacrifice—Jehovah repeated his promise
to Abraham “l shall surely bless YOU and
| shall sureﬁ multiply dyour seed Tike the
stars of the heavens and like the grains of
sand that are on the seashore; and our seed
will take ossession of the gate of his ene-
mies. And by means of your seed all nations
of the earth will certainly bless themselves
due to the fact that you have listened to
my voice,” (Genesis 22:15-18) This extended
promise is often called the Abrahamic cove-
nant, and the later new covenant would be
closely linked to it

7In time, Isaac had twin boys, Esau and
Jacob. Jehovah chose Jacob to be the ances-
tor of the Promised Seed. éGenesrs 28:10-15;
Romans 9:10-13) Jacob had 12 sons. Clearly,

I—Lw did aham 5 seed be
numper, and w at crrcumstanc
residents in Eqypt?

e
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it was now time for Abraham’s seed to be-
gin to increase, When Jacob’s sons were
adults, many with families of their own, a
famine forced all of them to. move down to
Egypt where, by divine providence, Jacob’s
son Joseph had prepared the way. (Genesis
45:5-13; 46:26, 27) After a few years, the
famine in Canaan eased. But Jacob’s famil
stayed in E%pt—at first as guests but laf-
er as slaves. Tt was not until 1513 B.C.E., 430
ears after Abraham crossed the Euphrates
hat Moses led Jacob’s descendants out of
Egypt to freedom, (Exodus 1:8-14; 12:40,41;
Galatians 3:16, 17) Jehovah would now %lve
special attention to his covenant with Abra-
ham.—Exodus 2:24; 6:2-5.

“The Old Covenant” _

8When Jacob and his sons moved into
Egypt, they were an extended family, but
their descendants left E%ypt asa Iarzqe bod
of populous tribes. (Exodus L5-7; 12:37, 36?5
Before Jehovah brouqht them to Canaan, he
led them southward 1o the foot of a moun-
tain named Horeb (or, Sma% in Arabia.
There, he made a covenant with them. This
came to be called “the old coyenant™ in re-
|ation to “the new covenant.” (2 Corinthians
3:14) By means of the old covenant, Jehovah
administered in an illustrative way the ful-
fillment of his covenant with Abraham.

9Jehovah explained to Israel the terms
of this, covenant: “If you will strictly obey
my voice and will indeed keeB my Cove-
nant, then you will certainly become my
special property out of all other peoples, bé-
cause the whole earth belongs to me. And

8. What did Jehovah conclude wi]th acoh’s off-
spr n(I; at '”?]" and what did this have to do
with the A r? amic covena_é? ,

9. (@) What four things did Jehovah I’OIFISE
% ugh the Abrahamic covenant? (b) What fur-
e

T b
er prospects di Jenova 'S COve gr?twnﬁ Isra-
| open uB, and on what condition’
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you yourselves will become to me a king-
dom of priests and a holy nation.” ?Exodus
19:5, 6) Jehovah had promised that Abra-
ham’s seed would_ (1) become a great pa-
tion, %2) be given victory over their'enemies,
(3) innérit the land of Canaan, and (4) be a
channel for blessings to the nations, Now he
revealed that they themselves could inher-
it these blessings as his special people, Is-
rael, “a kingdom of Bnest_s and a holy na-
tion,” I they would obey his commands. Did
the Israelites agree to enter into this cove-
nant? They anSwered as one person; “All
that Jehovah has spoken we are willing to
do.”—Exodus 19:8, . _

~ DHence, Jehovah organized the Israelites
into a_nation. He rqave em laws regulating
worship and civil fife. He also providéd a tab-
ernacle (later, a temple in Jeru_sale_m? and a
priesthood to render sacred service in the tab-
ernacle, Keeping the covenant meant obeying
Jehovah’s 1aws™ and, especially, worshipin
only him. The first of the Tén Command-
ments that were the nucleus of those laws
was. “l am Jehovah your God, who have
brought you out of the land of Eg P]t’ out of
the Fouse of slaves. You must not have an
other gods against my face."—Exodus 20:2, 3.

Blessings Through the Law Covenant

11 Were the promises in the Law covenant
fulfilled toward Israel? Did Israel become
“a holy nation™? As descendants of Adam,
the Israelites were sinners. (Romans 5:123
Still, under the Law, sacrifices were offere
to cover their sins. Regarding the sacri-
fices offered on the annual Atonement Da5{
Jehovah said: “On this day atonement will
be made for you to pronounce you clean.

10. How did Je ovag.orﬁamze the Ifsr%elltgs into
a nation, and what did eexRecto them?

lil 12. In ani ways were the g)rgmlses in the
old covenant tulfilled toward Israel?



You will be clean from all your sins before
Jehovah.” (Leviticus 16:30) When faithful
therefore, [srael was a holy nation, cleansed
for Jehovah’s service, Buf this clean condi-
tion depended on their obeying the Law and
contmuaII?/ offering sacrifices.”

2Did fsrael become “a kingdom of
E_nests”? RI_(t;h'[ from the start, 1t was a
ingdom, with Jehovah as heavenly King.
(Isatah 33:22). Further, the Law covenant
Included provisions for a human kingship,
5o that later Jehovah was represented by
km%s ruImE? in Jerusalem. (Deuteronomy
17:14-18) But was Israel a kingdom of
priests? Well, it had a priesthood render-
mg sacred service at the tabernacle. The
tabernacle (later, the temple) was the cen-
ter of pure worship for Israelites and also
for non-Israelites. And the nation was the
sole channel of revealed truth to mankind,
§2_Chron|cles 6:32, 33; Romans. 3.1, 2) All
aithful Israelites, not just Levitical priests,
were Jehovah's “witnesses.” Israel was Je-
hovah's “servant,” formed to ‘recount his
praise.” (Isaiah 43:10, 21) Many humble for-
eigners saw Jehovah’s power in behalf of
his peoRIe and were attracted to pure wor-
ship._ They became proselytes. (Joshua 2:9-
13) But only one tribe actually served as
anointed priests.

Proselytes in Israel

BWhat was the standing of such pros-
elytes? When Jehovah made his covenant,
it"was only with Israel; those of the “vast
mixed company,” _althoutgh resent, were
not named as part;mpan S. (Exodus 12:38;
193, 7, 8) Their firsthorn were not taken
into account when the ransom price for the

13, 14. (ta) Wh\{ can it be said that Brosel tes
re not. part cul)ants in the Lamf] ovenant?
!ésarl;it%w did proselytes come under the Law cov-

firstoorn of lsrael was calculated. (Num-
bers 3:44-51) Decades later when the land
of Canaan was divided between the Israel-
ite tribes, nothing was set aside for non-
Israelite believers. (Genesis 12:7: Joshua
13:1-14% Why? Because the Law covenant
was not made with proselytes. But prose-
IKte men were circumcised in obedience to
the Law. They observed its reguations, and
they benefitéd from its provisions. Prose-
|ytés as well as Israelites came under the
L-aw covenant—Exodus 12:48, 49; Numbers
15:14-16; Romans 3:19. _

UFor example, if a proselyte accidental-
IY killed someone, he could, Tike an Israel-
ite, flee toa Clt)é of refuge. (Numbers 35:15,
22-25: Joshua 0:93 On Atonement Day a
sacrifice was offered “in behalf of the enfire
congregation of Israel.” As part of the con-
gregation, proselytes shared in the proceed-
m_gs and were covered bg the sacrifice. (Le-
viticus 16:7-10, 15, 17, 29; Deuteronomy 23;
7,.8) So closely were proselytes associated
with Israel urider the Law that at Pente-
cost 33 C.E. when the first *key of the king-
dom’was Used in behalf of the Jews, prose-
lytes also benefited. As a result, “Nicolaus,
a proselyte of Antjoch,” became a Christian
and was among the “seven certified men”
ap[nomted to care for the needs of the Jeru-
salem con re%atlon.—Matthew 16:19; Acts
2:5-10; 6:3-6; 8:26-39.

Jehovah Blesses Abraham’s Seed

BWith Abraham’s descendants organized
as a nation under the Law, Jehovah Dlessed
them according to_his promise to the patri-
arch. In 1473 B.C.E., Moses’ successor, Josh-
ua, led Israel info Canaan. The subsequent
division of the land among the tribes ful-
filled Jehovah’s promise to"give the land to
Raim Fufiled e e s Soveaanty 1 A0ra
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Abraham’s seed. When Israel was faithful,
Jehovah fulfilled his promisg to give them
v;ctorkl over their enemies. This Was espe-
cially true during the rule of King David. By
the fime of David’s son Solomon, a third as-
P,ect of the Abrahamic covenant was ful-
illed. “Judah and Israel were many, like the
rains of sand that are by the sea for mul-
Itude, eatln% and drinking and rejoicing.”
—1Kings 4:20, _

BHow, though, would the nations bless
themselves through Isragl, Abraham’s
seed? As already mentioned, Israel was Je-
hovah's special people, his representative
among the nations. Shortly before Israel
marchied into Canaan, Moses said: “Be glad,
ou nations, with his people.” (Deuteronomy

2:43) Many foreigners responded. “A vast
mixed company” had already followed Isragl
out of Egypt, Witnessed Jetiovan's power in
the wilderness, and heard Moses’ invitation
to rejoice. EExodus, 12:37, 38) Later, the Mo-
abitess Ruth married the |sraelite Boaz and
became an ancestress of the Messiah. (Ruth

13-22) The Kenite Jehonadab and his, de-
scendants and the Ethiopian Ebed-melech
distinguished themselves by adherence to
rlght principles when many natural Israel-
It were unfaithful. (2 Kings 10:15-17: Jer-
emiah 35:1-19; 38:7-13) Under the Persian
Empire, many foreigners became proselytes
and fought with Israel against her enenties.
—Esther 8:17, footnote.

A New Covenant Needed
fuffonh GEr o rocelve T, compet
UITTHM ISE, -
clal nation had to be r%e_uthfu?. It was not.
True, there were Israelites of outstanding
faith. (Hebrews 11:32-12:1) Nevertheless,
on many occasions the nation turned to pa-

17. Why did Jehovah reject the northern
8 e sl Ky ol B
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gan gods, hoEing for material benefits. (Jer-
emidh 34:8-16; "44:15-18) Individuals mis-
applied the Law or bust ignored it, (lNehe-
miah 5:1-5; Isaiah 59:2-8; Malachi 1:12-14
After Solomon’s death, Israel became divid-
ed into a northern and a southern kingdom.
When the northern kingdom proved utter-
ly rebellious, Jehovah announced: “Because
the knowled(ie IS what you yourself have re-

jected, 1 shall also reject you from serving

as a priest to me.” (Hosea 4:6) The southern
km?dom was also severely punished because
of its proving false to the”covenant. (Jeremi-
ah 5:29-31) When the Jews rejected Jesus
as the Messiah, Jehovah likewise rejected
them. (Acts 3:13-15; Romans 9:31-10:4) Fi-
nally, Jehovah made a new arrangement to
administer the complete fulfillment of the
Abrahamic covenant.—Romans 3:20.

B That new arran?ement Was the new
covenant, Jehovah had foretold this when
he said: “‘Look! There are days coming,” is
the utterance of Jehovah, ‘and 1 will ‘con-
clude with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah a new covenant’. .. This is
the covenant that | shall conclude with the

18, 19. What new arrangement did Jehovah
p?ﬂe s&).that the Abrahanifc covenant could %e
ultilled in a complete way*

Can You Explain?

O What did Jehovah promise in the
Abrahamic covenant?

O How did Jehovah administer toward
fleshly Israel the fulfilment of the
Abrahamic covenant?

O How did proselytes benefit from the
old covenant?

O Why was a new covenant needed?



house of Israel after those da ys’|s the ut-  sion, he revealed that the promised cove-
terance of Jehovah. ‘Tw ”P ut'my law with- - nant was about to be concluded between his
In them and in their heart | shall write it.  disciples and Jehovah, with Jesus as me-
And | will become their God, and they them-  dyator. (1 Carinthians 11:25; 1 Timothy 2:5;
selves will become my people.”"—Jéremiah  Hebrews 12:24) Through this new covenant,
31:31-33. Jehovah’s promise to Abraham was to have

D This is the new covenant that Jesus re-a more glorjous and lasting fulfillment, as
ferred to on Nisan 14, 33 CE. Onthat occa-  we will See in the following article.

Greater blessinas

THROUGH THE NEW COVENANT

Jesus ... is also the mediator ofa
correspondingly better covenant. "—HEBREWS 8:.

FTER Adam and Eve sinned, Jeho- som in exchange for many.” Thus, his own
vah pronounced judgment on Satan, tho dscame trie; “The Son of man must be
the one who deceived Eve, saying:  lifted up, that eve [vone bellevm |n h|m
“ shall ut enmity between ou an the  may have ever astl life. F loved
womana Detwee nyour?]eed na her seed. Ehe world so much that he gave |s only-

He will bruise you irt the head. and you will eettenSon mordeﬁ at ever oneexercs

bruise him |nthehe Genesis 3:15) When  Ind faitn In him mjght estro ed bu

Jesus was haptize mteJordan Ier |n haveeverIaBttng life.” att ew ohn
the Seed promised in Eden finally ~ 3:14-16; Hebrews 9:12-14) T enewc?venant

agpeared At his death on a torture stake In pIay%akey role in the fulfillment of Jesus’

33 C.E. apart of that ancient prophecy was  propnecy
téulﬂlled atan had ‘bruised the neel” of the The New Covenant

2 HaP pily, that wound, while excruciating- f0| OweSh?ﬁ“ htigfgﬁgdh' Ogﬁatt‘aJ Se”sb%'é’ s
e/l“nf Vv]as Jot permanent. sty Was -~ of the covenant att oW

IS¢ rom €ad an |mhmorta S H't aﬂ uke2 en dasafte he ascen& 0
ascended to his Faher in heaven, where he eaven t enew covenant Was seen to he In
offeredthevalue of his shed blood as “a ran- Rer%tlonw e Ogs irit was poured out

to be t ft out 120 disci thered In an u
s IOrOVegeno ana ot it ruted per room In Jerusalem. 6tActs L1, 2191)

ro |sed in E
g E ordtpn to Jesys’ 8wn words, how does his 3. When. Was the new covenant first seen to be
eath benefit humankind? In operation’

THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 1, 1998 13



The bringing of these 120 drscr;ftles into the
new covenart showed that the “former” cov-
enant, the Law covenant, was now obsolete.
—Hebrews 8:13.
4\Was the old_covenant a fajlure? Not at
all. True, since it was now replaced, fleshly
Israel was 1o longer God's special people,
Matthew 23:38) But that was, because of
srael's disobedience and rejection of Jeho-
vah's Anointed One. (Exodus 195; Acts 2
22, 23) Before the Law was replaced, how-
ever it accomplrshed much. For centurres
rovided a way of ag,oroac to God an
Pr tection from false refigion. It containgd
oregleams of the new covenant and, with
its repeated sacrifices, demonstrated man's
desnerate need of redemption from sin and
death. Indeed, the Lawwasa tutor leadin
to Christ, L‘Galatrans3 4 Romans 3:20;
415 5:12: Hebrews 10:1 2) However, 1t was
through the new covenant that the blessing
Promrsed to Abraham would be realized in

ull.
Throu artrnxrbsra]esses Seed

bJehovah romrsed Abraham: “By means
of your seed all nations of the earth will
certainly bless themselves.” SGenesrs 22:18)
Under fne old covenant, many meekheart-
ed forgigners were blessed through their as-
sociation with Israel, the national seed of
Abraham. In rts as)C. %prrrtual fulfillment,
however, the See o raham was qne per-
fect man. Paul exP lained this when he sard
“The promises were spoken to Abraham and
to his seeq, 1t says, not: "And to seeds, as In
the case of many such, but as In the case of
%rteanﬁsrnd o your seed,’ who Is Christ."—Ga-

4. Was the old covenant a f?”i’"
5 0. In the basic, sprrrtua ulf
brahararc covenant, who 1 the S
am and which i

th
essing through hi ﬁtronwas i

Explain.
lIm e[ht of the
ed of Abra-
to receive a
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6Yes Jesus is the Seed of Abraham, and
through Him the nations recejve a blessing
far superror to anything possible for fleshly
srae Indeed, the first natron to receive this
essrn%was Israel itself. Soon after Pente-
cost E.thea ostle Petersardtoagroup
FJews: “You aré the sons of the prophets
an of the covenant which, God covenanted
with your forefathers sayrntg Abraham,
And In Your seed all the families of the
earth will be blessed." To you first God, af-
ter raising up his ervant, sent him forth to
bless you'by turning each one away from
your wicked deeds,”—Acts 3:25, 26.
7Soon the blessing was extended to Sa-
maritans and then @ Gentiles. (Acts 8:14-
Sometime between 50 and
5 CE, PauI wrote to Christians In Galatia
in Asia Minor: “The S crrpture seerng in ad-
vance that God would declare p eog ¢ of the
nations rightegus due to faith, declared the
rlrood news beforehand to Abraham, name-
By means of you a the natrons erI

be hlessed." Consequently those who adhere
0 ?a?th are Be?na sysed together W?th
faithful Abraham ( aatrans 8, 9; Gene-
e Gl
blessed thP ugh sus%ecause ofther?/farth
In what wa)(

8Paul told the Galatran Chrrstrans of

whatever backgron ; “I you be émr?
Chrrst ¥ou are really Abrah amssee er
with re er nce toa romrse (Ga tiang 3
%19 ose aa rﬁns the beserg
ou% A raham’s Seed Included their
rticipants. in the new covenant and
aso ern% coherrs wrth Je%us assocrates
with Jesus in the seed raham, We do
not know the populatron of ancient IsraeI

é aé&atr%ns vrrereblessed through Jesus, the
hrrstr ns of Pargs d (ernlg blesse
e h

h lhgfany |naI|§rmrSecerevees ha%lessrnga "



We know only that it came to be “like the
([;ralns of san that are by the sea for multi-
ude.” (1 Kings 4:20) We do, however, know
the final nitmber of Jesus’ assomates in
the spiritual seed—144,000. (Revelation 7:4;
14:1) Those 144,000 come out of “every tribe
ﬁnd tongue and peogle and nation” 0 maR
ind and share in administering to yet ot
ers the Plessmgs of the Abrahamiic covenant.
—Revelation

A Prophecy Fulfilled

9When foretellj ngt e new covenant, Jer-
emiah wrote: “This IS the covenant that |
shall ¢ nclude with the house of Israel after
'[0? ays,” Is the utterance of Jehovan. 1

I PUt m)r law within them, and in their
heart | shall wrjte it."" gJeremlah 31 338 It
IS a characteristic of those in the new cove-
nant that they serve Jehovah out of love.
(John 13:35; Hebrews 1:9) Jehovah's law Is
Written |n thelr heart, and, they fervently
desire to do h |? will. True, in ancient Isyd-
Fl some faithfu m?wlduals loved Jehovah'’ 3
aw intensely. (Psalm 119: 972 But many di
not. Yet they remained part of the nation,
No one can remain, In the new covenant if
God’s law 1S not written in his heart.

Dlehovah further said regarding those

9. How do those in the new covenant have Jeho-
vahs aw within them?

oLer‘{t Novan %é@ém%e“t&tv%”a b and
étt they aF | know him?

Forgiveness of sins

has deeper meaning
for those under the

new covenant than

for those under the

old covenant

in the new covenant: “I will_become their
God, and they themselves will become m

people.” (Jerémiah 31:33) In ancient Israé
many worshiped the gods of the nations, but
they remained Israelites. On the basis of the
new covenant, Jenove c,r,eated a splrltual
nation, th? Israel of God.” to reﬁ ace fleshl

Israel. (Galatians 6:16; Matthew 21:43; Ro-

mans 9:6-8) However, no one remains a part
of the, new spiritual nation if he ceases to
worship Jehovah and him alone,

1 "Jehovah also said: “They will all of them
know me, from the least one of them even to
the greatest one of them.” (Jeremiah 31:34
[n 13rael, man Hust ignored Jehovah, say-
ing in effect: “Jetiovah will not do qood; an
he"will not do bad.” Zephanlah 12) No
one, remaing part of the |srael of God if
he.ignores Jehovah or pallytes pure wor-
ship, (Matthew 6:24; Colossians 3:5)
Spirjtual Israglites are “the people who
are knowmg their God.” (Daniel 11:

3) he}/ delltTtht to 1 ake inknowl-
edge of the only true God and of Je-
suS Christ.” (John 17:3) Knowing
Jesus deepens their knowledge
of God since, in a unique way,

Jesus ‘s the_one that has
explamed {G d]."—John
1.18; 14:9-11.



DFinally, Jehovah promjsed: "| shall for-
give theif error, an t eir. sin_| shall re-
member no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34b) The

Law of Moses included hundreds of ‘writ-
ten re glatrons that Israelites were calle
on to opey. (Deuteropomy 28:1, 2, 15) All
who broke the Law otfered sacrrtrces to COV-
er their sins. (Levjticus 4:1 % ey
Jews came t0 believe that the couId
come righteous through their own WOrKS ac-
cording”to Law. Christians, though, realize
that they can never earn rr?hteousness b
their o Works They cannot avoid sinning.
Romans 5:12) Under the new covenant.‘a

hteous standrn before God i 0ssible

¥]onthe basls 0 Jesus sacrifice. However,
SUC stan ing IS a gift, an undeservedk nd-
ness from God. (Romans 3:20, 23, 24) J eho
vah still demands obedience of hrs Servants.
Paul says that thos in the new covenant are
9u2nder law toward Christ."—1 Corinthians

BHence, for Christia {rfs too there | |s a sac-
rifice for sin, but oneo ar more value than
the sacrrfrces under the Law covenant. Paul
wrote: “Every priest [under the Law cove-
nant] takes his station from day to day to
ren er ublic service and to offér the same
sacrifices often, as these are at no trme able
1to take sins awa com letely. But [J eus of
ered one sacrr ce. o srns gere y and
sat down at the right han %

brews 10:11,12) Sin eChrrstrans In the ew
covenant exercise faith 1n Jesus’ sacrifice
Jehovah declares them rrohteous without
sin, and. thus i a iosrtron o be anornted as

h) spiritual sons. (Romans %
rews 10:14- 183 dosin ecause of
Jehovah’s

umanrm erf gtron th% can e
orgrveness and on the nasis %us sacrr
ficg, Jehovah forgives them, ?l Jo

tlﬁe slrsns o)f t(hros\evF%ttHgshsev(\jrOcerfvgr(taera]r(%t?a beo

'&%rve
orgiveness of sins, how s the new covenant
superiof to the old covenant?
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However, if they choose a course of delifer-
ate sin, they. [dse their righteous standing
and the privilege of being Eartrcrgants In
tlhoezgesvrlr covenant—Hebréws 2:2, 3; 6:4-8;

The Old Covenant and the New

%Males in.the old covenant were circum-
cised as a sign that they were under the
Law %Levrtrcus 12:2, 3; Galatians 5:3) After
t e Christian con%regatron be%an some feIt
that non- Jewrsh strans should also b
circumcised. But the apostles and elders | rn
Jerusalem, quided by God’s Word and b
ho IZ Spifit, Eercerved that this was not nec-
ess rg Acts 1 8, 29) A few years lat-

Paul'said: “He'is not a Jew who’is one_on

t e outside, nor s circumcision that which
Is on the outside uRon the flesh, But he Is a
Jew who is one on the inside, and.his circum-
crsron Is that of the heart by spirit. and.not
?/awrrtten code.” Romang %8 29£Lrter

crrcumcrsron even for had
no further sorrrtual value In Jehovah S 8yes,
For those in the new covenant, the heart, not
the flesh, must be circumeised. Every thrn%
In their thrnkrng desires, and motivatio
that is displeasing or unclean In Jehovahs
ees must be cut out Many toda are [iy-
%testrmon fo the power of %/sevrrt
to transtorm thrnkrn% patterns in this

Corinth rans 69 1: Galatians 5:22-22:

Ephesrans42

Bin the Law covenant arrangement Jeho-
vah was King of | srae and rntrme he exer-
cised his sover %throu uman kr\gs
In Jerusalem. Jehovah is also
King of the IsraeI of God, spiritual Israel,

*Se Insr t o Scriptures, Volume
[}aggt@&l é)ty ([] h oP t%t elr\]/\C/anHtower @H[n and
14, What cir umcdsron was required under the
[ aw cove an% Lm er the newc venant?

15. How ﬁ Israel an] ge Israel of God
compare as to kingly rulers



and srnce 33 CE, he has ruled t hour{;h Je-
sus hrist, who received “al| quthori
In eaven and on the earth.” (Matthew
18 E hsrans 1:19- 33 CoIossrans 113 14g
Toda the [srael o Go reco grzes Jest
I%o 'S heaven om, which
was es ab in 1914, esus rsﬁfar bet-
ter King t an were even Hezekian, Josrah
and the other faithful krnPs of ancient lsra-
el —Hebrews 1:8, 9: Reve ation 11:15.
éﬁlsrael not only w ﬁrn dom but a‘so
nornte rrest 33Cﬁ
srae ace esh Israe and
beca e ova servant IS “Witness-
ef Isa d 30Jehova swordst Isra
el recordeq a a 21 and E xop
6hence ort app led to the sprrrtua Isra-
el of %Gods new sprrrtp nathon (vvas
Hovv “a chosen race a prres
natron a peop ple for specia possessron N
res ?nsr le for declarrng abroad Jehovah?
exelgncres 1 Peter 2:8) All In the Israe
of G women, form a collectrve
Etresthoo 1‘aelrwtran5328 298 s the sub-
Idiar parto teseed of Abraham, the
p g Be glad, you nations, with his pe
euteronom 32:43 Those of sBrntuaI
S etstrl remainin pn arth 8 h
art uland discreet’slave.’ l\/Iatt ew 24:45-
ey In associafion with them can ac-
ce tablée sacred service be rendered to God.

—The ?ldrnaWt%(HWnent

Tlsraelites born after 1513 B.C.E. came
into the Law covenant at birth. Those whom
Jehova takes Into the new covenant also ex
genence a birth—in t err case, a sptrrtua

Irth. Jesus entone abrs to th eP arrsee

Nicod emus e said: “Most t ru%/ sa]y
to you, Unless aHyone g Fng ec
not see the kingdom of God.” (John '3:3) The

16. What kind of priesthood is the Israel of

70 What birth do those in the new covenant ex-
perience?

120 disciples at Pentecost 33 C.E, were the
first imperfect humans to experrence this
new Dbirth. Declared rrghteous under the
new cqvenant, they recerved holy srprrrt 2 “a
token rnadvance of their royal'in errtance
Ephesians 1:14) They were born from the
spirit” to become adopted sons of God, which
ade them Jesus’ brothers and thus ' ﬁornt
herrs Wrth Christ.” (John 3:; Romans g:16
2 heir bern? “orn aqarn " opened the
%for wonderful prospects
When medratrng the new covenant, Je-
sus made an addtional covenant with his fol-
|owers, say rn ; Imake acovenantwrthy
just as mv( at er has ma eacovenant with
me fora rn?dom (Luke 22:29) This Krnq
dom covenant put thrnqs In placé for the fu
frllment of a remarkable vision, recorded at
Daniel 7:13,14, 22, 27. Daniel saw someone
Irkeasono man” heing given rngyau
thorrtv y “the. Ancrento Days,” Jehova
hen Daniel saw that “the’ holy ones
took possession of the kingdom itself,” Jesus
IS the one “like a son of man” who, in 1914,
recerved the heavenly Krn?dom from Jeho-
His spirit-anointed disciples are
‘the hon ones” who share with him in that
Kingdorn. (L Thessalonians 2:12) How?
BAfter their death, these anointed ones
are like Jesus raised from the dead as im-
mortal sprrrt creatures to serve with rm as
krngs and rre s.1n heaven, ‘A/ orinth rans
15:50-53: Reve atron 20:4, 6) What a glori-
ous opeI “They are to rule as Kings over the
earth, " not merelv the land of Ca aan (Rev-
elation 5:10) Will th possess th e gates
of their enemies™ Ge esls 2 vr) 6s, a
In a conclusive way W en they rtnesst

vonﬁeer't‘d Dor AT PR TE o do wht
a? For thﬂﬂe in the, new cove}nant what

0. (
E lorious f il Jeho romise

b%aharnJ hajve ng(aj \Ahl ?urt er uesrtlron
needs to be consider

The watchtower— February i, 1998 17



de%trttctmn of the inimical rehqmus harlot,
on the Great, and when These resur-
rected anointed ones share with Jesus n
shepherdlnﬁ the nations “with an |ron rog”
and'in crushing the head of Satan. They will
thus have a art in fqu|II|ng the final_de-
tal of the groi) ect; at Genesis 3:15.—Rev-
eatlon 2:26, 21: 17:14; 18:20, 21: Romans
20 Still, we may ask, Do the Abrahamic
covenant and the new covenant involve only
these 144,000 faithful souls? No, others who
are not directl

blessed throug
following article.

In these covenants will be
them, as will be seen in the

Do You Remember?

When was the new covenant first
seen to be in operation?

What was accomplished through the
old covenant?

Who primarily is Abraham's Seed,
and in what order were nations
blessed through that Seed?

For the 144,000, what is the final
fulfillment of the Abrahamic cove-
nant and the new covenant?

AnD THENER VN ANT

“Theforeigners
profane it and Iaylng?]
oly mountain.

N THE fourth vision in the book of Reve-
|ation, the apostle John saw the destruc-
tive winds of Jehovah’s Jud?ment held
back while the sealing of all members of
“the Israel of Gogd” was being completed
These are the first to be blessed through Je
sus the principal part of the seed of Abra-
m._(Galatians 6:16; Genesis 22:18; Revela

tlon T.1-4) In that same vision, John saw “a
great crowd, which no man was able to num-

d|n to Jo nsvmon hat is,accom-
R
8 ohn’see?
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all those keeping the sabbath in order not to
hold of my covenant, I will also bring them to

"—ISAIAH 56:6, 7.

ber, out of all nations and tribes aP Heogles
and tongues ,crying with a loud voice

sayln% Salvation wé owe to our God, wh 0
is seafed on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

Revelat|0n7910 Insa |n Salvatjon we
We . eat crowé show
that the toare bIessedb means of Abra-

ham’s S
2 Th|s reat crowd was reco%mzed back
re than

|n 1935, and’ tod ewt numboers m
five m|l|on Markea to survive the greaA
tribulation, its members will be separate

bV 50 g g ke 1 o



for everlasting life when Jesus divides “the
sheeP from “the goats.” Christians of the
9rea crowd are among the “other sheep™ in
esus’ illystration of the sheepfolds. They
hope to live forever on a Baradlse earth.

atthew 25:31-46; John 10:16; Revelation

213
3tfor the 144,000, the bIessmr? of the
Abrahamic covenant is admifistered
through the new covenant, AspartICIpants
in thiS covenant, they come “under unde-
served kindness” and “under law toward
Christ.” (Romans 6:15: 1 Corinthians 9:21
Hence, only the 144,000 members of the |s-
rael of God have properly partaken of the
emblems during the Memorial of Jesus
death, and only with them did Jesus make
his covenant for a Kingdom. (Luke 22:19
Members of the great crowd are not
Partmlpants In the new Covenant, However
hey associate with the [sragl of God an
livé with them in their “land.” (Isaiah 66:8
Soit is reasonable to say that they too come
under Jehovah's undeserved kindness ang
undler the law toward Christ. While notpar-

tlrclpahts in the new covenant, they are ben-

eficlaries of it.

“Foreigners” and “the Israel of God”

4The prophet Isajah wrote: “The foreign-
ers that have gomed themselves to Jehovah
to minister t0 him and to love the name
of Jehavah, In order to hecome servants to
h|m all those keeping the sabbath in or-
der not to profane it and Iaﬁlng hold of my
covenant, I'will also bring them to mgh ly
mountam and make them rejoice Inside m
nouse oJ Htay e|r Who urnt offer-
mgs an r sacrif Ices Wil

be o accef)
tance upon my altar.” (Isaiah 56:6, 7) In

a 0w are nmndehnﬂmnsmdomHsh%p
|Hm$wn2% m%&em %W?mwwl
\ ?t ehovgh dg ﬁow IS IstaHp566 q
fulfilled uponthe great trowa?

Israel, this meant that “foreigners,” non-
Israelites, would worship Jehovah—loving
h|s name, obeying the terms of the Law
covenant keeptnﬁ the Sab ath, and offer-
ing sacrifices at t etempe Gods house of
pr ¥er "—Matthew 211
. 5In our day, “the foretgners that have
joined themselves to Jehovah” are the great
crowd. These minister to_Jehovah in asso-
ciation with the Israel of God. (Zechariah
8:23) They offer the same acceptable sacri-
ftces ast e Israel of God, (HeQrews 13:15,
They worsh|P in God’s sgthtual tem-
PI his “house of prayer.” (Compare Reve-
ation 715)nDo they keep the weekly Sab-
bath? Neither anointed nor other shee
are commanded to do this. (Colossians 2:
However, Paul said to anointed He-
brew Chyistians: “There remains a sabbath
resting for the peaple of God. For the man
that has entered mto God’s rest has also
htmse r sted from his o nwors ust a
God |d rom his own.” (Hebrews
Those Hebrews entered into this “sabbat
resting” when they subjected themselves to
“the 1ig hteousness of God” and rested from
trym% to ustify themselves by works of
fie Law. (Romans 10:3, 4 An0| ted Gentile
r|st|an enjonthesam rest ysubjectmg
themsel ves to Jehovah’s rtghteousness Th
great crowd join them in that rest
6Further, other sheep lay hold of the new
covenant éust as foretgners ofold Ia|d hoId of
the Law Covenant. In'what waB/ Y
comln? participants in it but Xsu bmitting
to the Taws associated with it and benehtmﬁ
rom Its rrangeernents %Comgare Jeremia
the che Itle(et ealreaGeh%tea W amorn St
sh v V writ-
ten ‘in their hgart The dee? ove and
obey Jehovah’s comman ments a prin-
ciples. (Psalm 37:31; 119:97) Like anomted

6. How doothersheeptodaylay hold of the new
covenant?
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Christians, they know. Jehovah. EJohn 17:32
What about circumcision? Some 1,500 year
before the making of the new covenant, Mo-
Ses urgeg the I_sra?htes: “You must circum-
cise the foreskin g Kourhearts. (Deuteron-
omy 10:16; Jeremjah 4:4) While compulsory
ershI%/ circumcision passed away with the
Law, both the anointed and the other sheep
must “Clr(ii.lmCI e” theiy hearts. (Colossians
2:11) Fina K Jehovah forgives the error of
the other sheep on the basis of Jesus’ shed
blood of the covenant.” (Matthew 26:28;
1John 1.9; 2:2) God does not adopt them as
spirjtual sons, as he does the 144,000, But
he does declare the other sheep rlghteous
In the sense that Abraham was Geclared
righteous as God’s friend. —Matthew 25:46;
ROmans 4:2, 3; James 2:23. _
TFor the 144,000, bemﬂ] declared righ-
feous pens the way to their having the
hope of ruling with"Jesus in the heaVenl
Kingdom. %Romans 8:16, 17; Galatians 2:1
For‘the other sheep, being declared righ-
teous as God’s friends allows them to ém-
brace the hope of everlasting. life in a
paradise earth—either by survwmIg Arma-
eddon as part of the great crowd or
rough the ‘resurrection of the righteous,
gActs 4:153 What a privilege to have such
.hope and to be a friend of the Sover-
eign of the unjverse, to b% “a guest In [hIS(]
tent”1(Psalm 15:1. 2) Yes, both anointedan
other sheep are plessed in a wonderful way
through Jesus, the Seed of Abraham.

A Greater Atonement Day
8When %l_scussmg the new covenant, Paul
reminged his readers of the annual Atone-
ment Day under the, Law covenant. On that
day, separate sacrifices were offered—one

7. What prospect opens up, for other sheep to-
da . w?]oparepdecla$e rlfghteous as Kbrgham

%V%v at was prefigured by the Atonement Da
sacrifices undgr tLguLaw? y y
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for the {)nestly tribe of Levi_and another
for the 12 nonpriestly fribes. This has Ionq
been explained as preﬁgur_mg Jesus’ qrea
sacrifice that would benefit both the, 144,-
00 with a heavenly hope and the millions
who have an eartly hope.* Paul showed
that in the fulfillment the benefits of Jesus
sacrifice are administered through a great-
er Atonement Day under the new covenant.
As High Priest of this greater day, Jesus
ave his gerfect life_as an atonement sacri-
ice in grder to obtain “an everlasting deliv-
erance” for humans.—Hebrews 9:11-24,

9Many Hebrew Christians of the first cen-
tury weére still “zealous for the [Mosaic]
Law.” éActs 21:20) Fittingly, then, Paul re-
minded them: “[ esusl 52 mediator of a
new covenant, in order that, becayse a death
has occurred for their release by ransom
from the transgressions under the former
covenant, the Ones who have been called
might receive the promise of the everlast-
ing inheritance.” (Hebrews 9:15) The new
covenant freed Hebrew Christians. from
the ola covenant, which exposed their sin-
fulness. Thanks to the new covenant, they
could embrace “the promise of the everlast-
ngLheavenly] inheritance.”

Everyone” who “exercises faith in the

Son” will benefit from the ransom sacrifice.
(John 3:16, 3p) Paul said: “The Christ was
offered once for all time to hear the sins of
many: and the second time that he appears
it will be apart from sin and to those ear-
nestly looking for him for their salvatjon.”
Hebfews 9:2 _Today those _earnestlr?/ Jook-
g for Jesus include surviving arointed
al YWO a Ne
e \Vatchtower
rk, Inc

G5 S g e Bt G
Ety of New Yo

B. Being .in the new covenant, what could He-
rew anointed Christians emprace?
&% d];orwhat do anointed and other sheep thank



SACRED SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE

The great crowd worships with anointed
Christians in the earthly courtyard of Jeho-
vah's great spiritual temple. (Revelation 7:
14, 15; 11:2) There is no reason to conclude
that they are in a separate Court of the Gen-
tiles. When Jesus was on earth, there was a
Court of the Gentiles in the temple. How-
ever, in the divinely inspired plans of Solo-
mon's and Ezekiel's temples, there was no
provision for a Court of the Gentiles. In Sol-
omon's temple, there was an outer courtyard
where Israelites and proselytes, men and
women, worshiped together. This is the pro-
phetic pattern of the earthly courtyard of the

Chrlstlans of the Israel of God and the mil-
lions making up te reat crowd Woalso
have an eve astm mheritance. Both class-
es thank God for e new covenant and for
the life-giving bIessmgs assoclated W|th
Including the %reater Atonement D yand
n mlnlst[ the ngh Priest, Jess, in
the heavenly Most Holy.

" lBL#]S)/ In Sacred Service
n
stressed the superior value of Jesus' Sac-
rifice In Ahe ew covenar% arrangement as
compared with the sin offerings under the
old covenant. (Hebrews 9:13-15) Jesus' bet-
ter sacrifice is able to “cleanse our con-
sciences from dead works that we may ren-
der sacred serv|ee to tne, livin For
ebrew Christians, “dead wor ? included
“the transg%resswns under the former cov-
enant. Chr|st|ans today, the mclude
sins committed in the past 0 erw c tere

has ?een true repentance and which
has orgiven. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) Wlth

ith consciences cleanse ough Jesus’
Eacn \ce what ogoth anomteé1 Jotﬁer sheep

appily

is letter to the Hebrews, Paul

spiritual temple, where John saw the great
crowd rendering sacred service.

However, only priests and Levites could
enter the inner courtyard, where the great
altar was situated; only priests could enter
the Holy; and only the high priest could en-
ter the Most Holy. The inner courtyard and
the Holy are understood to foreshadow the
unique spiritual condition of anointed Chris-
tians on earth. And the Most Holy pictures
heaven itself, where anointed Christians re-
ceive immortal life along with their heaven-
ly High Priest— Hebrews 10:19, 20.

consciences cleansed, anmﬂteei Christians
render “sacred service to t |vmgi God."
And so do the great crowd. Having cleansed
their consciences through “the blood of the
Lamh,” they are in God's great spiritual
temple, rendermq him sacred service day
and mght '—Revelation 7:14, 15,
In addition, Paul said: “Let us approach

W|th true, hearts in the full assurance of
faith, having had our hearts sgrmkled from
a wicked conscience and our bodies bathed
with clean water.” (Hebrews 10:22) How can
we show that we have “the full assurance of
faith™ Paul urged Hebrew Christians: “Let
us hold fast the public declaration of our

eaven 5{;1 hope without wavering, for he Is
aithful that promised. And let Us consider
one another to incite to love and fine works,
not forsaking the gathering of ourselves to-
gether as some have the “custom, but en-
oura mgnone anot e, and all the more so
as you b te ay drawing near.” (He-
brews 10;23-25) If our faith is"alive, we too
will not ‘forsake the gathering of ourselves

12. How ?o we]show that we have “the full as-
surance of fait
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togehther We will, d t]to incite our rrnthrans 1527, 282The heavenh/ Kingdom
P ers and be in |te t mto Ove an has an eternal place in Jehoval’s purpos-
|ne works a?d t% stréngtnened fort es, (Revelation 22:5) And third, other sheep
vital work of publicly dec rrng ?ur oe will"continue to bene it from_the new cov-
whether it is earthly or heavenly.—Jonn  enant arrangement. During Christ’s, Thou-
13:35. sang Year Reign farthful humans will keep

« on “rendering [Jehovah] sacred service da
e Everlgts\t/\llngnCtovenasntto e Sdmontin grs[ lemple’| ]ust s ey dGonoit
142000 hat_ happens when the % Wiy Jehovan will not bring dp again thelr past

sins that were forgiven onthe hasis of Jesus’
ihe ney coverant oease 1o agé ren%rnmagt "loog of the-covenant,” Ty il coninte

time, there will be on earth
to enjoy a righteous standing as Jehovah's
E]aenmsbﬁ]réﬂ];tchoe srartei] QG&OW% J%ﬂrst'c,'n frrengtsyand IS law will strIPbewrrtten In
EhrsiFat er” (Matthew 26 thelr hearts,
? m? V%n r8 mber Paul 3&n {As in ﬁ|3 BWill Jehovah then be abIe to say of
ter to the';te reWs: “Thg

: i etace t ese hrumr%rn/ ser(\)/anets YIeam“t_| elr | o?e a}ng

up from the e great shep-

Lo Jrom i b\oodgoé)an cr wrtn en L ahd s ﬁrr il b %rs eot

astrn%r covenant, Hebrews 13:20: Isaia God himself will bewrt them.” (Rev-

n what sense IS the new covenant eIatron 21:3) They will ‘become “the. camp

everlasting? of the holy anes, earthly re resentatrves of
UFirst, unlike the Law covenant, it will  “the beloved city,” the h eav N Z% rg eo

never pe rep Iaced Second, the resu tso It sus Christ. (R eve lation 14 ? II

ﬁneratron ermanent, eve as 'ﬁ Jesys”  ofthis will be pOSfIb| be %use of herr aith

ngship. (Compare Luke 1:33 with T Co- 1n Jesus’ shed “blood of the covenant” and

their subjection to the heavenly kings and

sty " What ways is the new covenant ever- priestswho when on earth wefe the’Israel

of God.—Revelation 5:10,

BWhat of the dead who are resufrected

Did You Understand? on earth? (John 5:28,29) They too will e in-

vited to * bIess themselves” by means of Je-

O Beside_s anointed Christians, who sus, t ? fAbraham F eneS|S 22 ]_8)
are being blessed through Abra- The also will have to love the name ofJe
ham'’s Seed? ovh mrnrsterrni%r to him, offerrng acceg

O In being blessed through the new aple SaC“fl es, a d rend erln red
covenant, how are the other sheep vice In his OUSQ of prayer. who do
like proselytes under the old S0 WI|| enter |nto God’s rest. %sara 56:6,
covenant? BJ/t e end o th ethousandy ars, all faith

| ones will have been brouqht to human
perfection through the ministration of Je-

O How are the other sheep blessed
through the greater Atonement Day

arrangement? lSrtHescv\rrbrg ,Jeehrtstvlah rre(lee/\trelvnshrp with his
O Wh"y did Patrl call the ne\r\r covenant at ,S)S b I ngartt ose SUI‘I’EC'[
an "everlasting covenant"? )

in swr come at
the en teth san yearsg J
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sruseChriilslt and his 144,000 fellow priests.
cla e(}N rightequs as friends of God, They
will “come to life,” being completely free of
sin and death inherited™from Adam. (Reve-
lation 20:5; 22:2) What a blessing that will
be! From our perspective today; it seems
that the priestly work of Jesus and the 144,
000 will then have been accomplished. The
blessings of the greater Atonement DaX will
have béen applied in full. Further, Jesus
will “hand over the kingdom to his God and
Father.” (1 Corinthians 15:242 There will be
a final test for mankind, and then Satan and
his demons_will be destroyed forever.—Rev-
elation 20:7,10.

7' What role, If ang/,ewi_ll_the “everlast-

ingi covenant” RIa* in thé exciting era that
will then begin? That is not for us to say.

17. Inview of
each ofvtljs%e (}ete

he mi%he%tt%w (l)gs us, what should

What Jehovah has so far revealed is enough

berighteous, not_merely fer aew. It leaves us awestruck. Just think

—everlasting life as Bart of “new heavens
and a new earth”! (2 Peter 3:13) May noth-
Ing weaken our desire to inherit that prom-
ise. Standing firm may not be easy. Paul
said: “You have need of endurance, in order
that, after you have done the will of God,
you may receive the fulfillment of the prom-
ise.” (Hebrews 10:36) Remember, though,
that any problem to be overcome, any oppo-
sition to be surmounted, pales into insignif-
icance beside_the joy that awaits us. (Z Co-
rinthians 4:17) Herice. may none of us be
the sort that 'shrink back to destruction.

Rather, may we prove ourselves to be “the
sort that hve faith to the preserving alive
of the soul.” (Hebrews 10:39) May We all
have full trust'in Jehovah, the God of cov-
enants, to the eternal blessing of each and
every one of us.
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As told by Calvin H. Holmes

December of 1930,
and | t\tmd just f|n|she8 mtlktng the
cows When Dad came home

from vmtmg a nearby neighoor,
\Wyman’ lent me,

“This 1S a hoo

' he said

as hie pulled a blug’ publication out of h|s pocket

It Was en%tled Deliverance
Watch Tower Bible and

]oub ISheq
ract S oue

Dad, who rarelg/ read any thing, read that book
[3te Into the night.

such titles as Light an econu

lation, by the same publishers.
found Mothers oId Btble and stayed up Iate
at night to read in the i fakeros%ne
amp.” A great change cante over D
winter hé talked forhours to us—my moth-
er, my three sisters, and me—as we Auddled
arounid our old wood-burning stove.

Dad said that the people publishing these
books were called Bible Students and that,
according to_them, we were I|V|ng In the
last days.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) eexplatned
that the earth woul not be destroyed at

LATER Dad borrowed otherb ks, W|t|1
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the end of the world but that under God’s
Ktn’g om It wou be turped into a paradise,

eter 3:5-7, 13 Revelation 21:3 4) That
sounded reaIIy Interesting to me.

Daﬂ beqan talktng to me as we workid
togetner. 1 remember that we were hus
Ing corn when he_explained that God’s
name IS Jehovah. (Psalm 83:18) Thus dur-
mAg the spnng of 1 when' | was only

too v stand for Jehovah and hys
KInP om, I rayed to Jehovah In the old
apple orchard behind the house and sol-
emnly promised that | would serve him
forever. My heart was already moved by



the Iovrng-krndness of our wonderful God.
—Psalm 63:3

We lived on.a farm about 20 miles from
St Joseph Mrssourr A, and Iess than
40mres rom Kansas |tv Da d was orn rn
a o? cabin that my great-grandfather had
built on the farm In"the early part of the
19th century.

Training for the I\/Irnrstrv

In the summer of 1931, our family heard
on the radio the public taIk ‘The Kingdom,
the Hope of the World,” which Joseph Ruth-
erford, then president of the Watch Tower
Socretv ave at a convention in Columbus,
Ohio. Tt stirred my heart, and | was glad to
share with Dad in distributing among, our
acquaintances the booklet that contained
this important public address,

In the s‘prrn g of 1932 Lattended my first
meeting of Jen ova s Witnesses. Our neigh-
bor rnvrted Da and me to hear a talk In
St. Joseph by George Draper, a traveling
overseer of Jehovah s Witnesses. When we
arrived, the meeting was half over, and |
found a place to sit behind the sturdy, broad
back of J. D. Dreyer. who was to playan im-
portant role in my [ife.

In September 933 Lattended an assem-
bly with Dad in Kansas Crty, where [ first
sfiared In Publrc reachrnp Dad gave me
three booklets and instructed me to saz ‘I
am one of Jehovah's Witnesses preachin
the good news of God’s Kingdom. No doub
you have heard Judge Rutherford over the
radio. His talks are broadcast by mare than
Mot TR e |
back on the farm, qhou ht that this hag
been the most memorable day of my life.

Soon winter set in, and travel for us was
limited., But then Brot er Drever and
wite visited and asked if | would Tike to come
to their home on Saturday evening and stay

overnight. The six-mile walk to the Dreyer
home Was well worth the effort because |
was able to accompany them in the minis-
try the followrng day and attend the Watch-
t0 erF A Jose |g)h Since then I
havese om mrsse sharing in the ministry
on Sundays. Brother Dreyers training and
counsel proved invaluable.

On September 2,1935,1was finally able to
symholize my dedication to Jehovah y Water
biaptism at an assembly in Kansas City.

Begrnnrn% of a Lifelong Career
CEarly in 1936, | applied to serve as a
pioneer, or full-time minister, and | was
put on the list of those looking for a pio-
neer partner. Shortl thereafter I recerved
a letter from Edwar Stea of Arvad, \/\éy
ming. He explained that he was confin to
a wheelchair and needed help to pioneer. |
Immediately accepted his offer and was ap-
pointed a Proneer on April 18, 1936.

Before | left to join Brother Stead, my
mother spoke to me alone. “Son, are yol
sure this is what you want to do?” she asked

“Life would not be worth living other-
wise,” | replied. | had come to_appreciate
that Jehovah’s loving-kindness is more im-
portant than anythrng else.

Pioneering with Ted, as we called Brother
Stead, was excellent training. He was filled
with zeal and had a ver an}oearng Way
of presenting t e Kingdom essa? But
about all Tedcould do Was write and talk: all
his Jornts Were locked by rheumatoid arthri-
tis. T would get up early and wash and shave
him, oredpare Rreakfas and feedgrm Then
I would aress him and %ethrm ready. for ser-
vice. That summer we pioneered”in Wyo-
mrng and. Montana, camping_out at night.

Te septrnthes ecral cab huilt onhis pick-
u}o truck, and 1 slept on the ground, Later

that year | moved outh o pioneer In Ten-
nessee Arkansas, and Mississippi.
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In September 1937,1at-
tended . my _first big
convention” in Colum-
bus, Ohio. There arrange-
ments were made.to spear-
head the preaching work
with the use of the Rhono
graph. We called each time
Wwe used the phonodraph
a setu% One month 1 had
over 500 setups, and more
than 800 people listened.

After witnessing in many
towns of eastern Tennes-
see, \Virginia, and, West
Virginia,"| was invited to
serve as a special pioneer in
a new capacity, working in
conjunction with the Zone
(s:glrlréajnt as traveling overseers were then

| visited congregatrons and isolated

?roups in West Virginia—spending two to
our weeks with edch one—and fook the
lead in the field ministry. Then, In Janu-
ary 1941 1was appointed a zone servant. By
then Mather and my three sisters—Clara,
Lors and Ruth—had taken thejr stand for
t ekrng om. So ourwhole family attended
the big Convention in St. Louis together that
summer,

Shortly after the convention, zone ser-
vants weére notified that z0ne Work WOU|d
termrnate at the end of November 1941, The

n\r/ol month the United Sotates entered

ar 11, 1 was assigned to the spe-

cral Eroneer service, which requjred spend-
ing 175 hours a month in the ministry.

Special Privileges of Service
In July 1942 1received a letter that asked
whether | would be wrllrng 1to serve abroad.
After respondrngi In the affirmative, | was
invited to Bethel, the world headquarters
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of Jehovah’s Witnesses, in Brooklyn, Ne
York. hout srn%le %roh ers Weye calle\g
in for special train Qlatt e same time.
Nathan H. Knorr, then presrdent of the
Watch Tower Socrety, exg ained that the
preachrng activity had fallen off and that we
would etrarne {0 strenqt en congrega-
tlons srrl)rrrtua “We dont want to kn
only what's wr ng In the congregation,”
sar “but what you did about'it,
While we were at Bethel, Fred Franz
who succeeded Brother Knorr as. gresr
977, gave a talk Inwhich he sai orld
War [1will end. andarItreatpreac ng Work
wil| open UP % bt millions will et
9&1 ere I[t 0 Jehovah’s or anrzatron' Th at
completely chan n%;edm out ook When
assronm nts were earn | was
to visit all the con regaLrons |nt e state t
of Tennessee an ntuc y. We wer ca e
servants to the brethren, an rdentr ication
srnce chan ed o circult overseer.
star servrn re ations on Octo-
berllt942 enlw sstr’i7 only 25. At that
time t eon y Way to reach some congrega-



tjons waf by foot or by horseback. Some-
fimes | sep in the same room as the fami-
ly who put'me up.

When | was servrng the Greeneville Con-
gregatron In_ Tennessee in July 1943, 1 re-
eIved an invitation to attend thé second class
of the Watchtower Bible School of Grlead At
Gilead IIearnedwhatrt real ymeans ﬁay
more thant eusua attentron fo t ethr
ear nd awasto ave Plent to om
the work of the brews 2:1: 1
rrnthrans 15:58) The frve months gfthe sch(o
course flew b qurc 5 and graduation day
came onJanuary 31,194

Canada and On to Belgium

A number of us were assrﬂned to Can-
ada, where a pan had recenfly been lift-
ed on the actrvrtg of Jehovah's. Witness-
es. | was assigned to the travelrnr%; waork,
which require coverrnggreatdrsta ces he-
tween.so econgregatr ns. As | traveled, it
Was aAo toh ear ex errences about how our
Preac gwor been carrred ondurrng
he ban in ana éa QActs Many tol
about the so-called blitz when urrngasrn
le nrght a hooklet was RI ced. In gractrcgl
eve home from one end of Canadato t
ther, ﬁ [goo news It was to learn |n
May 1945 thaf'the war in Europe was over!

hat summer. while serving a congrega-
tion In the small town of Osage, Saskatc
Wan Irecerve a letter from Brother Knorr,
which read | am extendrng to Kou the prrv-
|Ie%< %orn%to Beﬁ;rum There Is much

to be done In that land. It’s a war-torn

country, and our brethren need help, and it
seems W I| to send someone from America
to give t gro er aid and comfort
te need Ireplre mediately, accepting
the assignment,

In November 1945, | was in Brookl n
Bethel sl |)irnngrenoh with Charle?
er, an eld ly satian brother. | also re
ceived some rapid training in branch proce-

dure, Before Ieavrnq for Europe, | paid a
brrefvrsrt to my family and friends in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri;

On Defemger 11, | Ieft New York on the
Queen Elizabeth, and four days later | ar-
rived in Southampton, England. | stayed a
month at the Britain branch, where’| re-
ceived additional training. After that, on
January 15, 1946, | crossed the Englrsh
Channel and disembarked at Ostend, B
gium. From there | went bv fraip to Brus
els, where the entire Bethel family met me
at the railway station.

Stepped- UP Postwar Activity

My assignment was to oversee the King-
dom warkin Belgrum yet | couldn't even
speak the Ianguage n about six months, |
knew enough French to get by. It was a priv-
ilege to work alongside Ones who had risked
therr I|ves to carfy on the preaching work
during five gearso Nazi occupation, Some
of theém had recently been released from
concentration camps.

The brothers were eaﬁer to get the wark
organized and to feed those hungering for
Bible truth. So arrangements were made
to hold assemblies and for travelrnﬂ over-
seers tq visit congregations, We also had en-
couraging visits from Nathan Knorr, Mil-
ton Henschel, Fred Franz, Grant Suiter,
and John Booth—all rePresentatrves from
Brooklyn headquarters. In thosg early days,
| served as circuit overseer, district over-
seer and branch overseer. On December 6,
19 2 a fter nearI seven Years of service
In Belgium, | married Emr ia Vanopslaugh,
who also worked in the Belgium branch,

A few months later, on pril 11, 1953 |
was summoned to the local polrce station
and informed that my Presence Was an(‘;er-
ous to the security 0 Begrum went to
Luxembourg to wdit while an a geal of my
case was made to the Council of State.
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In February 1954 the Belgium Council of
State upheld“the decree that my presence
was a danger to the_country. The evidence
provided was that since my arrival in Bel-
(fuum, the number of Witnesses in the coun-
fry had increased dramatically—from 804
In" 1946 to 3,304 in 1953—and that, as a re-
sult, the security of Belgium was threat-
ened because many young Witnesses were
taking a firm stand for Christian neutrality.
Thus,” Emilia and | were assigned to Swit-
zerland, where we began serving in the cir-
cuit work in the Fren_ch-speakln? section.

The Kingdom Ministry Schqol—a school
to provide "advanced training for Christian
elders—was established in "1959 at South
Lansing, New York. | was invited there to
receive’ training to teach classes of this
school in Europe. While | was in the Unit-
ed States, [ visited my family in St. Joseph,
Missouri, There | sa my dear mother for
the last time. She_died inJanuary 1962; Dad
had passed away in June 1985, °

The Kingdom Ministry School in Paris,
France, began in March 1961, and Emil-
la accompanied me. District overseers, Cir-
Cuit overseers, congregation overseers, and
special pioneers came™for_the school from

rance, Belgium, and Switzerland. During
the next 14 months, I conducted 12 class-
es of this four-week course, Subsequently,
In April 192, we learned that Emilia was
pregnant.

Adjusting to Circumstances

We refuyrned to Geneva, Switzerland,
where we had permanent resident permits,
However, it was not easy to find a place to
live, for there was a severe housing short-
age. Finding employment was not easy ei-
ther. Finally | %ot a(#Jb in a big department
store in the'center of Geneva,”
. I'had spent 26 years in the full-time min-
istry, so our changed circumstances re-
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quired quite an addustment. During the 22
years that | worked in the departmént store
and helped rear our two daughters, Lois and
Eunice, qur family always put Kingdom in-
terests first. (Matthew 6:33) After my re-
tirement from secular work in 1985, 1began
servm_?_ as a substitute circuit overseer,

Emilia’s health has been very poor, but
she does what she can in the ministry. Lois
served as a_pioneer for about ten years.
What a spiritual highlight it was to be able
to enjoy with her that most wonderful inter-
national convention in Mascow during the
summer of 1993! Shortly afterward, on a va-
cation trip in_ Senegal, Africa, Lois lost her
lite while swimming in the ocean. The love
and kindness of our African brothers and
the missionaries was a great comfort to me
when | traveled to Senégal to care for the
burial. How | Ion% to see"Lois in the resur-
rection!—John 528, 29.

| am gratefu] to have enjoyed for well over
four deCades the loyal support of a loving
comPamon. Indeed, desrne_ my heartaches
and troubles, Jehovah's ovmg- indness has
been sweet and has made lif& worth living.
My heart Is moved to proclaim regarding
our God, Jehovah, in the words of the psalm-
ist: “Because your loving-kindness is better
than life, gown lips will commend you.”
—Psalm 63:3.

In Our Next Issue

Why Be Grateful?
Parents— Safeguard Your Children!

Glorious Freedom Soon for
the Children of God



Is It Praise or Flattery?

“Your new hairstyle

7 looks %reat!” ls 1t
praise or flattery? “That
suit is just perfect for
you!” Praise or flattery?
‘This is the most deéli-
cious meal I have ever tast-
ed!” Is it praise or flat-
tery? When we receive such
compliments, we may won-
der whether they are
really sincere and truthful
or whether they are sim-
ply. meant to please us without neces-
sarily being believed bK the speaker.

How can we know whether what a per-
son sa¥s to us is praise or flattery? Does
it matter? Can we not just accept at face
value, what is said and” bask in the plea-
sure it gives us? What about when we give
praise 0 others? Have we ever examined
our motives? Thmkmg, about these ques-
tions can help us to be discerning and to use
our tongue in a manner that brings praise
to Jehovah God.

Praise and Flattery Defined .
Praise is defined by
nary as.an expression”of approval or com-
mendation, and the word can also de-
note worship or the giving of gIorY.
Clearly the lafter two meanm%s refer only to
praise” that is directed to Jehovah God.

SOMEONE sa%s to you,

ebster’s Dictio-

This is an integral part
of true worship, as the in-
§E|red psalmist exhorts:
orit s good.. .., it is
P_Ieasant—prmse Is fit-

ing.” “Every breathin
thing—let it"praise Jah.”

—Psalm 147:1; 150:6.

However, this does not
mean that praise cannot

be given to humans. It
can, in the sense of com-
mendation, approval, or a
_ favorable Jud?ment. In a
parable given by Jesus, a master tells his
servant:” “Well“done, good and faithful
slavel”—Matthew 251"
On the other hand, flattery is defined as
false, insincere or excessive praise, where
the latterer usually has motives of self-
interest. Artful commendation or adulation
IS given to gain favor or material benefits
from_anothér or to create a feeling of ob-
ligation toward the flatterer. So flatterers
are motivated by selfishness, According to
Jude 16, they afe “ready with flattery for

S e e o

The Scriptural View
What is the Scriptural view of praising
fellow humans? Jehovah sets a pattern for
us to follow in this regard. We are told in
the Bible that we will'be praised if we do
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Jehovah's will. The apostle Paul says that
“each one will have his praise come’to him
from God.” Peter tells us that the tested
?uallty_of our faith “may be found a cause
or praise.” So the fact that Jehovah will
praise humans shows us_that giving genu-
Ine praise is a kind, loving, and beneticial
act, one not to be overlooked.—1 Corinthi-
ans 45; 1Peter 1.7, _ _

Another source from which praise can
come to us, according to the Bible, is gov-
ernment authorities who observe our good
conduct and honestly commend us. eeP
doing good,” we, aré told, “and you will
have praise from it.” (Romans 13:3) We may
also receive praise from people who sincere-
ly believe what they are saying and who
hiave no ulterior mofive in {Jralsmg us. The
inspired Scriptures say at Proverbs 27:2:
“May a strangrer_, and not your own mouth,
praiSe you.” This indicates that accepting
praise from humans is proper.

Not so with giving or recel\_/ln? flatter}/.
Why is flattering speech so displeasing fo
Jehovah? For ong thing, it is insincere, and
Jehovah condemns insincerity. (Compare
Proverbs 23:6, 7.? Further, it 1S not honest.
DESCFIbIn? people who warrant God’s dis-
approval, the psalmist says: “All they do is
lie to one another, flatterin I|P_s, talk from
a double heart. May Yahweh slice off every
flattering lip.”—Psalm 12:2, 3, JB.

Above all, flattery is unloving, It is moti-
vated by selfishness. After speaking of the
flatterers, the psalmist David quotés them
as saying: “With our tongue we shall [Dre-
vail. “Our lips are with us. Who will be
a master to us?” Jehovah describes such
selfish ones as ‘despoilers of the afflicted
ones.” Their flattering tongues have been
used, not to build up others, but to despoil
them and afflict them.—Psalm 12:4, 5.
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Flattery—A Trap _

“An able-bodied man that is flattermq
his companion is spreading out a mere ne
for his steps.” So says wise King Solomon,
and how true that is! (Proverbs 29:5) The
Pharisees tried to spread_a trap for Jesus
with fIatterY. They said: “Teacher, we know
you are truthful and teach the way of God
in truth, and you do not care for anybody
for you do not look upon men’s outwarg
%ppearance.” How disarming that sounded!

ut Jesus was not taken in By their smooth
talk. He knew that they did not believe his
truthful teaching but ‘were just trying to
trap him in_his speech on the issue”of pay-
|n% tax to Caesar.—Matthew 22:15-22,

n sharp contrast with Jesus was first-
century King Herod. When he gave a pub-
lic address in the town of Caesarea, the
people responded: “A god’s voice, and not
a man’s!” Instead of rebuking the people
for such blatant, false praise, Herod ac-
cepted the flattery. Jehovah's angel brought
Instant retribution as Herod was stricken
with aworm infestation that resulted in his
death.—Acts 12:21-23.

A mature Christian will be alert to rec-
Osze flattery for what it is, Congregation
elders should be particularly wary ‘when
someone_involved in ajudicial matter is ef-
fusive with admiration, perhaps even to the
point of comparing one elder with another
and saying how much kinder and empathet-
Ic the Ong"being spoken to was. _

The Bible clearly shows anqther pitfall
that flattery can pose when it describes
how a young man is_lured into_immorali-
ty by a seductress. (Proverbs 7.5, 21) This
Warfing 1s %ermane to the situation to-
day. Among those who are disfellowshipped
from the Christian congregation each year,
many are removed fof immoral conduct.



Could such a fall into %ross sin have start-
ed with flattery? Since humans are so desir-
ous of compliments and of being well spo-
ken of, smooth talk from flattering lips can
lower a Christian’s resistance to improper
conduct. When such is not guarded against,
it could lead to serious corisequences.

Safeguards A%alnst Flattery
Flattery ﬁrauﬂes the self-love or'vanity
of the oné flattered. It tends to give a per-
son an inflated view of his own worth, mak-
ing him feel superior to others in some way.
The philosopher Francois de La Rochefod-
cauld likened flatter_}/ to counterfeit money,
“which, but for vanity would have no circd-
lation.” Thus, the way to safequard oneself
IS to heed the apostlé Paul’s down-to-earth
admonition; “I tell everyone there among
you not to think more of himself than it is
necessary to think; but to think so as to
have a sound mind, each one as God has dis-
tributed to him a measure of faith."—Ro-
mans 12:3, S
Though our natural inclination is to want
to hear what is pleasm? to our ears, what
we really need most of the time are Bible-
based counsel and discipline. (Proverbs 16:
25) King Ahab wanted to hear only what
pleased him; his servants_even asked the
prophet Micaiah to let his word become
like the word of one of them [Ahab’s
fIattermlg IJa_rophetsl, and you must speak
good.” (T Kings 22:] 3% Had Ahab been will-
mg to listen to straight talk and change his
rebellious ways, he could have Prevented
the terrible battle Tosses to Israel and also
his own death. For our own spiritual wel-
fare, we should be quick to respond to the
firm, yet loving, counsel of appointed Chris-
tian @lders, who want to help us to stay
on the straight loath of truth, rather than
search out people who keep telling us how

wonderful we are, tickling our ears with
flattering speech!—Compare 2 Timothy 4:3,
Christians would never, for anY eason,
want to resort to_flattery. Like faithful Eli-
hu, they determlnedl% pray. “Let me not
be partial toward anybody, nor flatter any
man; for | do not know how to flatter. else
would my Maker soon take me away.” Then,
like Paul, they would be able to say: “At no
time have weturned up either with flatter-
ing speech ... or with a false front for cov-
etousness.”—Job 32:21 22, An American
Translation; 1 Thessalonians 2:5, 6.

Praise Where It Is Due

The inspired proverb shows that praise
can act like a toychstone, saying; “The
meltlng-{Jot Is for silver and the crucible for
old, bu %rame I the test of fh rac.flr.”
Proverhs 27:21, The New Engljsh Bible
Yes, praise may foster feelings of superjor-
ity or pride, leading to a person’s downfall.
Onthe other hand, it can reveal his modes-
9/ and huml|l'[3/ If he acknowledges his in-

ebtedness to Jehovah for anything he has
done that has brought him praise.

Sincere praise for Worth% conduct or at-
tainments builds up both the giver and the
recipient. It .makes for warni” and whole-
some appreciation one for another. It en-
courages striving for praiseworthy goals.
Deserving praise g{lven to the ounq may
make them want To work harder, It may
help mold their character as they aim to live
up to the standards expected of them.

Let us, therefore, avoid flattery—wheth-
er on the %IVIH or on the recelving end.
Let us be umble when acceptmg gra|s_e.
And let us be generous and whole-Spuled in
giving ralse_—regularlgl to Jehqvah in our
worsfiip and sincerely tg others in the form
of wholesome commeéndation and aPpre_ma-
tion, remembering that “a word at ItS right
time is 0 how good!™—Proverbs 15:23,
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"It Is the Best Interlinear
New Testament Available"

HAT is how Dr. Jason BeDuhn describes
T The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the
Greek Scriptures. He explains:

"I have just completed teaching a course for
the Religious Studies Department of Indiana
University, Bloomington, [U.S.A.] . .. This is pri-
marily a course in the Gospels. Your help came
in the form of copies of The Kingdom Interlin-
ear Translation of the Greek Scriptures which
my students used as one of the textbooks for
the class. These small volumes were invaluable
to the course and very popular with my stu-
dents/'

Why does Dr. BeDuhn use the Kingdom In-
terlinear translation in his college courses? He
answers: "Simply put, it is the best interlinear
New Testament available. | am a trained schol-
ar of the Bible, familiar with the texts and tools
in use in modern biblical studies, and, by the
way, not a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses.
But | know a quality publication when | see one,
and your 'New World Bible Translation Com-
mittee' has done its job well. Your interlinear

English rendering is accurate and consistent to
an extreme that forces the reader to come to
terms with the linguistic, cultural, and concep-
tual gaps between the Greek-speaking world
and our own. Your 'New World Translation' is
a high quality, literal translation that avoids tra-
ditional glosses in its faithfulness to the Greek.
It is, in many ways, superior to the most suc-
cessful translations in use today."

The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the
Greek Scriptures is published by Jehovah's
Witnesses to help lovers of God's Word get ac-
quainted with the original Greek text of the
Bible. It contains The New Testament in the
Original Greek on the left-hand side of the page
(compiled by B. FE Westcott and F J. A. Hort). A
literal word-for-word English translation is found
under the lines of Greek text. In the narrow
right-hand column is the New World Translation
of the Holy Scriptures, which allows you to com-
pare the interlinear translation with a modern
English translation of the Bible.



