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T 1S sad but true thgttfthe lives of so man
Ipeopetoda are difficult, even esP
ate IS it osrble for such people to find
Some are criminals and pre%
therr ergh ors. Can the ever become ho
est members of society? The answer to hoth
these uestions |s €s. Peo Ie can chanra;e
Lives can be transformed. The apostle P
Bhowed how when he wrote: “Be transformed
making your mind over, that you may
rove 0 Jouts ,ves the good and a ceptable
nd perf ctwr of God."—Romans 1
The mention of the “perfect will of God
maY call to mind what Jesus said to his dis-
ciples more than 20 years hefore Payl wrote
t eabove words, Jesus sard' You will know
tetrut the trut WI|| set Kou ree.’
3/ he truth,” Jesls meant
hedrvrne in nedrnformatron—esnecral-
jyrn ormafjon regarding God’s will—that Is
reserved for us’in the Bible. John| 1f7
e free’

mesE

Does Bible truth really make peo
DOES Irvrng In harmonj with God’s will real-
y transtorm lives? Indeed it does. Consider
a few examples.

A Purpose in Life
Not long ago, Moises, in Gibraltar,

Was avery uri appg map. He Says:
“I"'was a°drunkard and slept in
the street. | felt lost. Every night |
asked God to have mercy on"me
and not make me enduyre” anoth-
er day. Iwept as I asked God

W Wy Wwas Ir his Wor
asE or nothin out
o wor wrthoTTt amr&

30 0Qee vr[ng 7 Then/

somet ing happene

The Truth

Transforms
Lives

Morses continues: “I knew that God had
ear my prawrw en | met Roberto, one
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Ro erto ?ave me
|bIe and acog y of the | es dy aid
Does God Require of U Everyda
we studred the Brble together on the benc
where I slept at night, After @ month Rober-
to took me to a meeting In the local Krn
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Soon,
ble truth had completely altered myoutlook
| no longer sleep outdoors; nor do | drink
or smoke. My life has changed, and | am

tgvt)eurb“?g XJ r%erWatgo_
cretyo ewYo , Inc.



| hope to get baptized soon and serve
Rptrah aspone o?(h Itnesses.”
What a trans ormatron| When eoPIe are
without hope, the reason is often lack of
knowledge. The do not know ahout God or

his won e[]fU gi]rrg t?rat Qnm/\e/g se ths ?fe

ﬁ Vhe stren%A and courage to tum

around The Dsalmist’s prayer to God was
answered In Moises’ case ‘Send out 5iour
tan ourtruth Ma theset emselves
ay they bring me to your h
mountarn and to your rand ta ernacI
—Psalm 43:3,

In BeIrze DanreI hadacom arable experi-
ﬁb Daniel was notseegrnéjprnt e streets
he hatt

?ed d%es | Imicolhof adlrjrlrctron arhi ?3

an immoral Jife. Athou hrarsedaCatgL
Danie cou see no meaning In lite, an
doubte teexrstenc(e of Godt. He went to dif-
erent churches seeking heI but foundt at

g/ his church orn rren s and even
som ofhrscer\z nrend used dru
oracoho Meanwhile, his wrewas about
divorce him.

In desReratron Daniel checked himself
into a rehabilitation center. Still, he knew
that after his release, he would foon be back
ondru1gs if he | not recerve help. But what
hrndo heﬁ V1996t oga soutofre
abilitation, Danie aE roac ne of Jeho-
f'i s‘Wrtnesses and sur ‘nwrt the
ea Stud teBr e e ease

rtFess r E?g?e tonstu X’] rbIT)twrceta
Weeormhrs[? elteo (go SWI ,e Sdpr(eow h0

rrends with Chrrstran rren

not abuse ru%s or aIcoho and who s unned
Immora |tsy us Daniel oundtha whatthe
Bible sa |stn1F “He that Is 9

WISE per on Wi becom%wrse ut he that I?
avl d swrt t tug 0nes wr(J
are had roverbs 1 20 0on, s]

“This |s irst time in my Iife that | have
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knowr] P t it is to have a clean gonscrence
Daniel’s [ife too was transforme

In Puerto ico, another man experjenced a
notabletrans ormatron He was In prison %nd

it S B
cangﬁe heto rve hrlr<ne son(r)e/aco res o? ths

tower d F da
uIc aske or more ble st %was
starte wrt him, and as rbIe trut egan

toa[)ect r eart thh t}an es he made
h3| etoa neo the rrs evhenceso
an e Was tm]t ecutls As long hair
aved off his stra ear
The Blble sasthat o%for%rv sin ers
tru repent and chan t(err h
stﬁ/ es. Paul wrote: “Da now t dlt
r% gus persons Wi not |nher|t Go?
d yet that is what some of
ouwere But you ave een washed cI%an
1 Corinthians 6:9, 11) Doubtless, these
ords comforted thrsmn as |d the words
of Acts 24:15; “There IS orn t earesur
rectronofboththerr hte t nrr
teous.” He said;
resurrectr n of the ea ace sot at
ca(n ask orgiveness of t ose w ose lives |

A New Family
One day Luis, a full-timeevangelizer. of
Jeh vahsWrtnesses In Ar P]trna Was |n

roduced
h rs arents at brrt

ustor
aew rougtu varr usdnsh\utrons

tNhen e was abouf 20 year e
eI whereaiouts ot ﬁrsymgtiaer and deecrd g
we near her. He worked hard, savedH
ot of money, and traveke to the Clty where
”rsrno er was, She let |mstaywrthherun
his moner ran.out an Pen asked him to
eave This eiectron mae Im sujcidal.
Howevr uis was able to share Bible

truth with'this young man. That tru
cludesV\he assurahce glIn case my own tather




and my own mother did leave me, even Jeho-

vah himself would take me up.” (Psalm 27
Theyoun%tr]nan to dthath h g heav-
IS now ha v tvgoge praer\t/%rf% ﬁgwopamr ly

Je?tovahs anaP ’

Another man in. the same country told
e of Jehovah's Wrtnesseﬁ that he liked the
atc towermagazrne W % %oause It had
saved his marri ?e |t seems. that one y
thi maH as he left wark, saw in the ar a[g
a Warc tolwerrna azrneswrth 't]het I-
vorce” In large Ie Ince rs marriage
was In trou Peand ean? his wife haﬁi bge

EUERL R
etoo Iie ome an rea It

his wife,
Ioengeo ‘ n t”éer% toaane Vg eeglt?ng t%asﬁd
ZI | —
6:4) Soon therrre?gtronshr |Pn roved. %
stopped the separation proceedings and are
ggw Isetudyrng the Bible as a united married
U
IrrrJ UrugH another mgn named Luis was
far from gly i drct]on spiritism,
0ol worship, afcohol abuse—these were some
of he th|n sthat m de IS |e (ha%trc FI-
urs cmpete ustrate
% rrn e oo
Id ere utron or
rief con-
ut uIS Soon

re t|0n |s resul ter}/ h
tctwrt Jehovan’s Witnesses,
returned to alcohol and drugs. When, ma
moment of great aﬂgugsh efound Imse

L e

C rrst since he was not sure about God’s

Heas od to show him if there was an
reason #ordhrs gerng In tlhe worr The verz
next d reForts ur “an ac%uarntanc

ave 00K that he use
?tstrtt]e evelation—Its &ran |max

*
Clet)l?ltjt? (Wth Watchtower Bible and Tract So-

Hand"’*The hook helped hrm to answer his
questron urspra% garn or eprn frnd
Ing the religion that would show him how
to serve (?sta What a surprise! The door ell

rang and standin outsrdewere twoo Jeno-
vah s(}N nesse urs nn ediatel [%/ started
to stidy the Bible Wi ter a ¢ rap-

progress and no feelsbesse to eab
tr ed \%/tness HeYV esaclean |ife andfmg
ot ersa 50 to fin aPurép?se for their
For him, the words of P ave come
true: “0'Hearer of prayer even to you people
of all flesh will come.
Inthe Phl“EPQ ls Allan used to be a stu-
dent activist. He be %to an or a zatron
Whose purpose was “t rrnig
ernme ts that uture qene atronscoul en
{ 8ua |t3/ One d g he was con-
acte eovag Vitnesses and learned
from th |beGo 5D w pose for mankind.
That purpose mcn des the Ins neﬂ romIse;
Just a little while longer, and the wicked
one wrlbe no more .. . BUt the meek qnes
emse veé wil] [%ossess the earth nd theg
n{) Qee find errexqtnsrte ero tinth
abundance of peace (Psng? 10 lr) Allan
said: “I so on Iscovered t at what our move-
ment was fighting for was long ago promised
In the Brble All'the things We so ardentl
gg%rEdAvl\ign IDneo rantedoros ngdGo%t(s K&n
and helos others to hf e faith in Brble t?uth
ives are transformed when eoole
etrut of God’s Waord, th? Bible
e trme ||s comh grwhen all survi mg
uman Ind wr have amonrze terr
wrth Godswr transt ormatron tI at

|’t? wil ?ln?t ?]Xéﬁ VTEOV}”Cgl?S%]}JnlmrUIR

\Ir\rrlrcher arn? bQ’rO H a\r\ﬂth ?hg Sﬁo&ﬁf@enof
ery

Jehovah as the waters are covering t
sea.”—lsalah 11.9,

* Puhlrshed by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ciety o New York, Inc.
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DO_NOT GIVE UP
IN THE RACE FOR LIFE!

‘Lot usrun with endurance the race that is

set hefore

E LIVE in exciting and challeng-

Ing times. More ‘than 80 years

aqo, In 1914, Jesus was enthroned
as Krng of od’s heavenly Kingdom. “The
Lora’sday” and with it “the time of the end”
of this system of things began. (Revelation

1:10; Daniel 12:9) Since then the Christian’s
race for [ife has taken on increasing urgency.
God’s servants have exerted themselves vig-
orousIY to keep up Wrth Jehovah’s celestral
chariot, his eavenyor anrzatron which IS
movrngunstoppab to fulfill Jehovahsrzrur
poses.—Ezekiel 1:4-28; 1 Corinthians 9:24
2 Have God 5 people found | ij)é

the race’ toward everlasting lite? Yes, in-
deed! They have thrilled to See the gather
ing of the remarnrn? ones.of Jesus™broth-
ers, and theﬁ rejoice 1o, realize that the final
sealing of the remarnrn? ones_of the 144-
000 is well along EReve atlon 73 4) More-
over, they are excr
vah sappornted ing has thrust his sickle in
to reap “the harvest of the earth.” (Reve-
lation '14:15, 16) And what a harvest it is
fMatthew 0:37) 'So far, more than five mil-
jon souls have been gathered 1In—"a great
crowd, which no man”was able to nu ber
out of all nations and tribes and peoples and
tongues.” (Revelatiop 79} No one can say
how great that crowd il finally be, since no
man s able to number it.

1, 2. What excjting events have thrilled Jeho-
vahs servants durnrﬂg these last days?

6 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 1, 1998

as they run

ed to discern that Jeho-

BEBREWS 12:1.

3True, Satan tries to trip us or slow us
down as we speed along In‘the race. (Reve-
Iatron 12.17) And It has not been easy to
keep runnrntg through the wars, the fam-
Ines, th e sl ences and all the other hard-
ships th at mark the time of the end. Mat
thew 24:3-9; Luke 21:11: 2 Timothy )r
Still, our hearts Ieap With | joy as the en 0
the race. draws closer. We'strive to reflect
the spirit that Paul urged fellow Christians
In his day to have: “Always rejorce In the
Lgrdan%nztgt more | will say, Rejoice!"—Phi-

|

There is no doubt that the Christians to
whom Paul addressed those w?rds were find-
|n‘é; wrnt heir taith, for Paul said to them:

ontinue rejoicing in the Lord.” (Philippi-
ans: 3:1) The Philippians were a Jenerous
loving congregatron who served with zeal
and enthusiasm. (Philippians 1:3-5; 4:10,14-
20) But not aII first-century Chyistians had
that spirit. For example, some of the Jewish
Christians to whom Paul wrote the book of
Hebrews were a cause for concern.

“Pt% More Than the Usual Attention”
e first Christian congregation in world

De rfrge Ivvlhat must we always try to cultivate
J hat mﬂ of. errrt was manifested by the
hilipp |aH risti

a VY] at_spirit_gid Hebrew Christians have
¥vh the first % rrﬁtran eondre ation was
orrrned’) )Descrr etEe spirit of some Hebrew

3
4
P
Ch about 6



history was made up of natural Jews and
prosel tes and was established in Jerusalem
E. What kind of spirit did it have?
One only has to read the early chapters of
the book of Acts to learn of itS enthusiasm
andj Aréevenmt e face of persecution. (Acts
2:44-47; 4:32-34; 5:41; 67) As the decades
Erassed ‘however, things chanrfed and many
ewish Christians evidently slowed down in
the race for life. One reféerence work says
this about their situation as it existed about
“A condition of languor and weari-
ness, of disappointed expectations, deferred
hoPes conscious failure and practical unbe-
Th e}/ Were Christians but had sIender

Ialo preciation of the glor y of their calling.
ow could anornted hrrstrans get into such
a state? A consideration.of parts of Paul’s
|etter to the Hebrews (\wrrtten about 61 CE)
helps us to answer that question. Such a cop-
sideration will help all of us toda}/ to avoid
smkmgunto asimilarly weak spiritual state.

ebrew Christians came out of Juda-of

ism, a system that cIarmed to obe the Law
thatJehova gavethroug Moses. That Law
seems to havé continued to_ hold an attrac-
tion for many Jewish Christians, perhaﬁs
because for many centuries it had been t
only way of approach to Jehovah, and it
was an impressive system of worship, vvrth 2
Prresthoo , regularsacrifices, and a world
amous temple’in Jerusalem, Chrrstranrt?/
different. 1t demands a spiritual vrsron

that of Moses, who “looked intently towar
the payment of the [yet future] reward” a
‘continued steadfast as seern% the One Who
is invisiple.” (Hebrews 11:26, 27) Many Jew-
ish Christians evidently lacked such spiritu-
al vision. They were limping along instead
of running in‘a purposeful manner.

Wh t are son}e differences between worshi
un er. the awo1 oses and worship based o
Ith in Jesus Christ?

7ls there a similar situation todaY7 Well,
things are not exactly the same, Stilf, Chris-
tianS come out of a s%stem of thrngs that
makes great boasts. The world offers excif-
g gortunrtres but at the same trme It
P eavy demands on people. In add!-
jon, many of us live in fands where a skei)
tical attitde 1s common and where_people
have a selfish, me-first approach to things. If
we allow ourselves to_be Influenced bg such
a system. the ‘eves of our heart could easi-
ly be dufled. (Ephesians, 1:18) How will we
run well 1n the race for life 1f we can no lon-
ger clearly discern where we are 8orng
8In order to stimulate Jewish hrrstrans
Paul reminded them of the sulo/]errorrt?r
the Christian system over the Mosaic Law.
True, when the natron of fleshly lIsrael was
Jehovahs eo le un er the Law Jehovah
spo eto |tt rou% msprre rophets But,
s%y t% Z e Speaks eans of a
San Whom e Ioornted herrofalthrngs
and’ th rough w e made the systems
of things.’ (Hebrews 2) Further, Jasus is
greater than all the kings of the line of Da-
“partners.” He Is even higher than
the angels—Hebrews 15,6, 9.
9Therefore, Paul counseled Jewish Chris-
tians: “It IS necessary for us to [oag more
than the usual attention to the thi g heard
by us, that we may never drift aw;
brews 2:1) Although learning about the
Chrrst wa a wondertul blessrng, more was
neee needed to pay close attention
to God sW rd to counteract the influence
of the Jewrsh world surroundrng them, We
100 need to pay Haoret an the dsual atten
tion” to whatJenovah says In view of the

7 How mrv%ht the slystem we have come out of
g ct the azwer n the race for
What are Some wa srn uY]hrch C rrstranrty IS

%uperrorddo wori 8 §he hrrstraris of Paul’s

eyowe eJewrsh
day, nee ooo/% more than the usual attention”

to what Jehovah says?
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constant Rropaganda that we are exposed
to from this world. This means developrng
qod study habits and maintaining a gog
Ible-rea n? schedule. As Paul says latér in
his letter to the Hebrews, it also means pe-
ing reqular at meetings and in proclarmrn%
our faith to others. (Hebrews 10:23-25) Suc
activity will help us to remain spiritually
alert 50 that we Qo not lose sight of our glo-
rious hope. If we fill our minds with Jeno-
vah’s thoughts, we will not be overwhelmed
or thrown off balance by anything this world
can do to us.—Psalm L1:1-3; Proverhs 3:1-6.

“Keei) On Exhorting One Another”

D If we do not pay close attention to spir-
itual things, God’s promises may well come
to seem unreal. This even happened in the
first century when congregations were en-
tirely made up of anointed Christians and
somé of the agostles were still alive. Paul
warned the Hebrews: “Beware Dbrothers, for
fear there should ever develop in an(y one of
you awrcked heart lackin farth by rawing

away from the living God; but keep on ex-

horting one another each day, as Ion as |t

may bé called oday for f ear any oneo

should become hard ened yt e ece

power of sin.” (Hebrews 3:12, 13) Paul sex be reqular in attending con regatronmeet
Bressron *heware” emphasizes the need to  Ings, assemblies, and convertions

e alert Dan%er threatens! A lack of faith Later in his Ietter PauI ives thIS fur
—“sin"—might develop in our hearts, and ther invaluable counsel: “Altho r%

we could draw away from God instead of ght to be teachers mvrewofthe tl e, }(
closer to him. (Jamés 4:8) Paul reminds us gg In need someone to teach you rom

to “keep onexhortrn%oneanother ‘Wiefeed - DEgnin theeementa Ql i of th
the warmth of brotherly assqciation. “One Bfe ronoyncements o 3{0&1 ave
|solat|n himself erl seek fis oun selfish  DECOIE, SLCh 28 neet milk, ot
ongrn% %arnsta practrcal wisdom he will Ih % eongs {0 mature people, t0
break Yort Proverbs 1 ]_) The need for t OSQW 0t roug v avet elIr perce t|Ve

owers trained t0 distinquish.both rjght a
such assocratron moves Christians today to o0, iHe rews 512:14 Evrdentlyg Some

gWhat can haﬂpfn to one who_ does ot Jewish Christians had failed to move ahead
Mr re. than the usual attention to Jehova

ow can we “keep on exhorting one 1, 12. Wh I f h
anot?rer ; P J &n’owlrng me¥ely Blas?c %‘hrrns%targ) eoloseartrlrsnrleesq wit
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in understanding. They had been slow to ac-
cept increased light régarding the Law and
circumcision. (Acts 15:27-29; Galatians 2:
11-14: 6:12, 13) Some may still have valued
such traditional practices as the weekly Sab-
bath and the solemn_annual Atonement Day.
—Colossians 2:16, 17; Hebrews 9:1-14,

D
|eft the |prlmary doctrine ahoyt the Christ
let us press on‘to maturity.” (Hebrews 6:1)
A marathon_runner who pays close atten-
tion to his diet is better able to endure the
Iong, gruelmg race. Similarly, a Christian
who pays close attention to spiritual nutri-
tion—not I|m|t|ngf himself to basic, ‘prima-
ry doctrines’—will be better able to stay on

Christians, like runners,
must let nothing distract them

the course and finish it. ﬁCo_mpare 2 Timo-
thy 4:7.) This means deve oplng an interest
In"“the breadth and length and height and
depth” of the truth, thus progressing to ma-
turity.—Ephesians 3:18,

“You Have Need of Endurance”

BlIn the_period |mmed|ately_fo||owmg
Pentecost 33 C.E., Jewish Christians stoo
firm despite fierce opposition. %Acts 8:1) Per-
haps Paul had this 10 mind when he wrote:
¢ eeﬁ on remembering the former days in
which, after you were enlightened, you en-
dured a great contest under sufferings.”
((jHebrews 10:32% such faithful endyrance

emonstrated their love of God and gave
them freeness of speech before him. (1 John
4:17) Paul exhorts them not to throw that
away because of a lack of faith. He urges
them: “You have need of endurance, in order
that, after you have done the will of God, you
may receive the fulfillment of the promise.
For'yet ‘3 very little while,” and ‘*he who Is
coming will arrive and will not delay.”—He-
brews "10:35-37.

YUWhat about us today? Most of us were
zealous when we first learned the Christian
truth, Do we still have that zeal? Or haye we
left the love we had at first” (Revelation
2:4) Have we cooled down, perhaps become a
little disillusioned or tired of waiting for Ar-

Hence, Paul says: “Now that we havema?ed_don? Stop, though, and consider. The

truth is no Jess wonderful than 1t was be-
fore. Jesus is still our heavenly King. We
still hope for everlasting life on a paradise
earth, and we still have our relationship

lg. How Pad the Hebrew Christians demonstrat-
thehr Ith In t|m|es p?st?

14, What facts shfou d he u%to engure even af-
ter many years of serving Jehovah’

THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 1, 1998 9



Nothing can prevent Jehovah's great celestial chariot from accomplishing God's purpose

with Jehovah. And never forget: “He who is
coming will arrive and will riot delay.”

5 "Hence, Paul’s words recorded at He-Swell with

brews 12:1, 2 are very appropriate: “Let us
also put off every weight'and the sin (glack
of faith] that easily entangles us, and let
us run with endurance the Tace that is set
before us, as we look intently at the Chref
Agent and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus. For
the joy that was set before him he endured
a torture stake, desrrrsrng shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.” There are many things that God’s ser-
vants have endured in these last days. Like
Jesus, who was faithful to the point of an
agonizing death, some of our brothers and
sisters have faithfully endured the harshest

é , (H;e Jesus, how have some Christians en-
ure

Itter persecution?

10 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 1,1998

persecutron

rison camE)s torture, rape
even death. Ig

efer 2:21) Dges our heart not
Vg for them when we consider
their integrity?

[ To most, however, Paul’s further words

apply: “In carr ing on your confest against
tha sin you Ve never vet resisted as far
as_blood.” (Hebrews 12 Nevertheless In
thrs system the way of the truth is not easrx
or an¥ rff Us. Some are drscourarrred b
?] 0y alk by sinners’ at secular work or at
ol, enduring mocke Zyor resisting pres-
sure 0 srn He rewsl Strong témpta-
tion has eroded the determrnatron of some
to maiptain God’s high standards, (Herews
13:4,5) Apostates have affected the spiritu-

16, 1 What challenqeﬁ t err fabth
most tﬁ%trfrns contend with? Qg errm
Mrgtw elp us to keep running In the race o



al balance of a few who listen to their poisqn-
ous propaganda. (Hebrews 13:9) Personality
problems Mave robbed others of joy. Over-
emphasis on entertamment and leisure ac-
tivities has weakened some Christians. And
most fee pressured b%the problems of liv-
rnq]mt 1S system of things.

True, none of these srtuatrons constitute
‘resistance as far as blood,” And some may
be traceable to Wron? decisions that we our-
felves make. But all of them pose a chal-
enge to our faith, That is why we should
keep our eye on Jesus magm cent exam-
ale of endurance. Mar we never forget how

onderful our og We never lose
our copvictjon that Jehov “becomes . the
rewarder of those earnestly seekrnﬁ him.
(Hebrews 11:6) Then, we will have the spir-
]rturallfstrength to keep running in the race
Ife

We Can Endure

BHow did Jewish. Christians respond to
Paul’s letter? Some six years aftert e letter
to the Hebrews was wrrtten Judea was aé
war. In 66 C.E, the Roman armg esreﬂ
Jerusalem ufrIIrn Jesus’ words: “When
you see Jerusalem surrounde V encamped
armies, then know that the desolating ofher
has drawn near. gLuke 21:20) However, for
the lienefrt of Christians who would bﬁ in Je-
rusa em att at trme Jesus sald: “Then let
those in Y a] begin fleein totemouH
Hams and let those'In the midst of her wit
raw, and let those in the country places not
enter rnto her ((iLuke 21:21) Hence, the war
with Rome posed a test: Would those Jewish
Chrrstran Eandon Je}rusa em, the center of
Jewrsh worship and the site of the glorious

&
Suddenly, and for no knowp reason, the
Romans W’Yhdarew L|I|]<e|y, repgrous Jews

8, 19, What historical events suggest
tlarew Chrrstar ns |tn 5erusalem hee%%ds Pauqs in-
spired counsel?

viewed this as proof that God was rotectmg
their holy city. What about Christians? His-
tory tells us that they fled. Then, in 70 C.E.
the Romans came back and totaIIy destro¥ed
erusa em Wrt aptpa ing osso life

“day of Jehovah™ foretold had_ ar-
rrved on Jerusalem. But farthful Chrrstrans
Were no Ion%er there, They ‘ot away safe.”
—Joel 2:30-32; Acts 2:16-21.

D Today, we know that another great “day
of Jehovah™wil| soon affect this whole sys-
tem of things. (Joel 3:12-14) We do not know
when that day will come. But God’s Word as-
sures us that come it will! Jehovah says it
will not be late. (Habakkuk 2;3; 2 Peter 3:9
10) Hence, let us “pay more than the he usual
atfention to the things heard.” Avoid a lack
of faith, “the sin that easily entangles us,”
Be determined to endure for as long as It
takes. Remember, Jehqvah’s great ¢ arrot
like heavenly organization s on the move. It
will accomplish its purpose. So may we all
i(eep running and not give up in the'race for

20. Knowing that theﬁ;reﬂt daay of Jehovah” is
close should”move us in what ways?

Do You Remember?

|

Heeding what exhortation of Paul to
the Philippians will help us endure in
the race for life?

O What will help us to counteract the
tendency of this world to distract us?

O How can we help one another to
endure in the race?

O What are some things that could
slow a Christian down?

O

How can Jesus' example help
us to endure?
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‘1S YOUR HEART
UPRIGHT WITH ME?”

‘Dogo along with

meand look upon my toleration ofno rivalry

towardJehovah."—2 KINGS 10:16.

HE year 905 B.C.E. was atime of great
change in Israel. Almost 100 Vears
earlier, Jehovah had caused the unit-

and avenge the [orophets blood that had been
shed by Jezebel'—2 Kings 9

Obedrent to God’s command Jehu had

ed krngdom of Israel to be divided becausetht evil Jezebel killed, and thereafter he set
Solomon’s apostasy. (1 Kings 11:9-13) Toet to cleanse Israel by strrkrn% down the

southern kingdom, Judah, was then ruled by
Solomon’s son Rehoboam while the northern
kingdom, lIsrael, came under King Jerobo-
am, an Ephraimite. Unhappily, the northern
kingdom' had a disastrous start. Jeroboam
did"not want his subjects to travel down to
the southern kingdom to worship at the tem-
ple, fearrng that'they would get the idea of
returning 1 the house of David. So he set up
calf worship in Israel and thus established a
pattern ofidolatry that lasted to some extent
hroughout the hrstor% ofthe northern king-
dom.—1 Kings 12:26
2 . Things got worse when Ahab son

Omri, becare krnP His foreign wife, Jeze-
bel, promated Baarworship and killed Jeho-
vah S prophets Desprte the proﬁhet Elijah’s
ran warnrn s, Ahab did nothing to sto
her [n 905 BCE., however Ahah Was deag,
and Jehoram 15 son, ruled: It was now time
for the [and to be cleansed, Flijah’s succes
sor, EIrsha rnforme the mi rtarg comman
er, Jehu, that Jehovah was andinting

to be the next king of Israel. His commrs
sion? Tostrike dowrthe sinful house of Ahab

How did Is eIs religious_situation
%rom h%d to worse? {bi Sg 8 h (%
matic changes were about to happen in Israe

12 The Watchtower— January i, 1998

house of Ahah. (2 Kings9:15-10:14,17) Then
he met u wrthasuRporter “He got to en-
counter ehonadab the son of Rechah com-
Ing to meet him. When he blessed him, he
accordrn&y said to him: ‘Is your heart’ up
right with’me Just as my own heart is with
yaur heart?” To this Jehonadab said; it is.
If 1t 15, do give me your hand.” So he pave
hrm his hand. At that.he made him get up
Into the chariot with him. Then he said: ‘Do
rfro along with me and look upon my tolera-
lon of 1o rivalry toward Jehovah.” And they
kept him riding with him in his war chari-

ofot."—2 Kings

4Jehonadab (or, Jonadab) was not an Is
raelite. Nevertheless In harmonﬁ with
name (meaning “Jehovah Is Wiling,” “Je
hovah Is Noble,” or “Jehovah IS Generous#
e was a worshiper of Jehovah. (Jeremia
35:0) Certainly, he had an uncommon inter-
est in seein Jehus ‘toleration of no rival-
ry toward Jenavah.” How do we know? Well,
s meeting with Israel’s anointed King was
N accident. Jehonadab was comrn%to meet
nim,”and this at a time when Jeh
ready slaughtered Jezebel and others in the

3, 4. How did Jﬁhonadab show that his heart
was ‘upright with Jehu’s heart™




house of Ahab. Jehonadab knew what was
happenrn? when he accepted Jehu’s invita-
tion to getup into his chariot. He was upmis-
tﬁ a pn Jehu’s—and Jehovah's—side in
this canflict between talse and true worship.

Modern-Day.J a
odern-Da Je onatpadb

5Today, things will soon change as radi-
cally for all mankind as they did for Isra-
el back in 905 B.C.E. The time Is now close
when Jehovah will cleanse the earth of all
the bad results of Satan’s influence, Includ-
mg false religion. Who 1s the modern-day
Jehu? None other than Jesus Christ, to whor
are addressed the prophetic words; “Gird
your sword upon your thigh, 0 mighty one,
with your dignity and your splendor. And in
your splendor go on to syccess; ride in the
cause of truth and humility and righteous-
ness.” (Psalm 45:3, 4) Jesys s represented
on earth by “the Israel of God,” anointed
Christians “who observe the commandmens
of God and have the work of bearing wit-
ness_to Jesus.” gGaIatrans 6:16; Revelation
12:17) Since 1922 these anointed brothers of
Jesus’ have fearlesslp warned of Jehovah's
coming é %ment acts.—Isalah 61:1, 2: Rev-
elation 2-21,

6Anornted Chrrstrans have not been alone.
Just as Jehonadah came out to meet Jehu,
many from the nations have come out to sup
port Jesus, the Greater Jehu, and his eart
)érepresentatrves intheir stand for true wor-

ﬂ Zechariah 8:23 CaIIed by Jesus_ his
“other sheep,” In 1932 they were recognized
f gdern da%/ cwvalent otJehoH aR of
d and were Invit ge Into the char-
jot” of the modern-day Jehu. (John 10:16)

il soon take place for all
mah ind EE) Vh éreater Jehu, an ﬂo
represent on ear
6. Wh o came. out from the nations to suppor

nort hristians, and how have they entere
rharrot as It were, of the Greater%e

How? By ‘observing, the commandments of
God’ and sharing With the anointed in “the
workofbearrnPwrtnesstoJesus "[n modern
times, this includes preachrng the good news
of Godl’s est ablrshed ngdont under Jesus as
King. ((jMark 13:10) | nl 5 these “Jonadabs”
werg identified as the “great crowd” of Rev-
elation 7:9-17.

7Since the 1930%, the great crowd and
their anointed brothers have courageously
proved their support of true worship.”In cer-
ain_lands in Eastern and Western Europe,
the Far East, and Africa, many of them have
died for therr faith. (Luke 9:23, 24) In other
lands, they have been |mpr|soned mobbeg
or otherwrse ersecuted.” (2 Timoth 3123
Wh atarecor of faith they have made! An
the 1997 Service Year Report shows that
they are still determined to serve God, no
matter what, Their_heart 1s still upright’
with Jesus’ heart. This was demanstrated
during 1997, when 5,299,931 Krngbom pub-
lishers, almost all of them “Jonadabs,” spent
a total of 1,179,735,841 hours in the work of
bearing witness to Jesus.

Still Preachrng With Zeal

8Jehu had a reputafion for driving his
chariot furiously—an evidence of his zal to
accomplish his task. (2 Krn% 9:20) Jesus,
the Greater Jehu, is described as being ‘at-
en up wrth zeal. (Psalm 69:9) Not surpris-

y then, true C rrstrans today are nofed

heir zeal. Both within the congregation
an to the publrc they “preach the'word .
urgently in favorable Season, mtroublesome
season 2 Timothy 4:2) Theyr zeal was es-
ecra }/ videnced durrnp the e&rlﬁ/ art

1997 after an article %
Mrnrstry encouraged as many as possible

7. How, have Christjans toda vy]n that their
‘heart is still uprrﬁht with es eart

? How do JehovaR’s Witnesses show their zeal
or true worship?
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to share in the auxiliary pioneer service, In
each country a target number of auxiliar
joneers was set. What was the response?
utstanding! Many branches exceeded the
target figure. Ecuador set a goal of 4,000 but
in Marchi reported 6,936 auxiliar gloneers.
Japan reported a total of 104,21 durm%
those three months. In Zambia, where 6,00
was the. taHet, 6,414 auxiliary. Ploneers re-
ported in March: 6,532 in April; and 7,695
In May. Globally, the peak of auxiliary and
redgular pioneers together was 1,110,251, a
3 .Z-ﬁercent Increase over 199!
9The apostle Paul told elders from Ephe-
sus: “ did not hold hack from te_IImP you
any of the things that were profitable nor
from teaching you gubhcly and from house
to house.” (ACts 20;20) Jehiovah's Witnesses
today imitate Paul’s éxample and zealously
reach the good news from house to house.
However, 1t ma)énot be easy to find people
in their homes. Hence, “the faithful and dis-
creet slave” encourages K|n%dom Pubhsh-
ers to approach people at their places of
business, in the streets, on the beaches, in
the public parks—wherever people are to be
found. (Matthew 24:45-47) The results have
been excellent.
DIn Copenhagen, Denmark, a small
ﬂ]roup of publishers have been winessing in
e streets outside railway stations. From
January to June, they placed 4,733 maga-
zines, had excellent conversations, and made
many return visits. Several publishers in
that’land have established magazine routes
In stores. One town has a big market every
Friday, with thousands of visitors. So the

9. In addition to (tjhe house-to-house Work,_lg
what other M}(s 0 Jehovah’s Witnesses fin
people to tell them the good news?

0, 11. How have publlfhers. in.two couptries
shown fine Initiati F |€ ocatm%| terested ones
who cannot normally be contacted at home?
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congregation has arranged re%ular market
witnessing. In one areathe schools are vis-
ited with an information package contain-
ing Pubhcatlons that are especially appro-
priate for schoolteachers,
1LIn Hawaii too efforts have been made to
reach those who cannot be found at home.
Special territories include public areas
((jstreets, parks, parking lots, and bus stops),
owntown areas, shopping centers, and air-
ports, telephone witnessing, public trans-
portation F reaching on busesf and college
campuses. Care is taken to ensure that the
right number of Witnesses are assigned to
each territory and that those assigned are
properly trained. WeII-orPam_zed endeavors
similarto these are reporfed in many lands.
As aresult, interested people are being con-
tacted who would likely never have heen
found in the house-to-house ministry.

StandlnP Firm

PIn a number of lands in 1997, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses were the victims of vicious,
false propaganda promoted with the ap?_ar
ent objective of taking é)_ossmle_le al action
a%amst them. But they did not flinch! fPs,aIm
112:7, 8) They remembered the psalmist’s
prayer: “The ‘presumptyous have_ smeared
mewith falsehood. As for me, with all my
heart | shall observe your orders.” (Psalm
119:69) Such lying publicity is merely an
evidence of true Christians”heing hatéd as
prophesied by Jesus. ;_I\/Iatthew 4:9) And
sometimes it "has backrired. A man in Bel-
gium read a dlsp_aragln(]; article about Jeho-
vah's Witnesses in awell-known daily news-
Raper. Shocked by the slanderous rémarks
e attended a meeting at a Kingdom Hall

12 13 hat tactic did S inst
Jehovah(?)Y\\{\{tnaesseasC (chur?rll)g @5% S)e I%gsvliqgt
tV\ﬁ% did talse propaganda backfire in ‘one coun-



the fQIIowin_(I] Sund% He arranged to study
the Bible with the Witnesses and went on to
make rapid progress. Previously, this man
had been a member of a gang. His Bible
stydy helped him to clean up his life, some-
thing noted by peaple around him. Surely
the Writer of the slanderous article did not
have such a result in mind!

An Qutstanding Memorial Celebration

Yltis f|tt|n(11 that those who hear witness
to Jesus should view the Memorial of his
death as a high point in their year, In 1997,
14,322,226 were present on March 23 to cel-
ebrate the event. That was over 1.400,000
more than in 1996, (Luke 22:14-20) [n many
lands the Memorial attendance was far in ex-

B Some honesthearted people in Belgium cess of the number of Kingdom publishers,

have spoken out aﬁamst the deceittul pro-
paganda. Among them was a former (Prlr_ne
minister who admitted to being filleg with
admiration for what Jehovah’s Witness-
es have accomﬁhs_hed. And a de_put)( wrote:
“Confrary to the insinuations circulated on
certain gccasions, [Jehovah’s Witnesses] do
not agtpear to me to represent the shgh est
danger to the State’s institutions. Théy are
citizens who are peace-loving, conscientious,
and respectful toward the authorities.”
Wise, indeed, are the words of the apostle Pe-
ter; “Maintain your copduct fine among the
nations, that, in the thing in which they are
speaking against you as &vildoers, the%/ may
a5 a resilt of gour fine warks of which they
are eyewitnesses glorify God in the day for
his inspection.”—1 Peter 2:12

showing fine prospects for future increase.
For examgl_e, In Haitl, 1997 saw a peak of
10,621 publishers, while 67 259 attended the
Memorial. You may check the annual report
on pages 18 to 21°and see how many other
countries had similar high attendances com-
pared with the number of Hubllshers._

BFor some, attending the Memorial was
not easy. In Albania there was a 7:00 p.m.
curfew” because of civil unrest. In 115
small groups around the country, the Me-
morial began at 545 bpm The sun. set at
6:08 p.m., marking the beginning of Nisan 14,

14, What were spme %xgnmg reports of Memo-
rial attendances in 19977

15, In some lands, how did our broﬁgrs Over-
come ser{ous problems in order to celebrate the
Memorial?
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The emblems were passed af approximate-
ly 6:15 p.m. In most cases the final prayer was

said by 6:30 p.m., and those attending hur-

ried home before the curfew. Still. the Me-
morial attendance was 3,154 compared with
a peak In publishers of 1,090 fn one Af-

rican country, civil unrest made the Krng-
dom Hall inaccessible, so two elders decid-

ed to meet |n the home of a.third elder to
arrange to have the celebration in smaller
groups. In order to reach the house, the two
elders had to cross a drainage ditch. How
ever, there was fig
ers shof at anyone trying {0 cross the ditc
One elder racéd across without incident. The
second Was crossrn% when he heard a shot.
He threw himself on the. ground and crawled
to safety as bullets whizzed over his head.
The meetrng of the el ers was successfull
held,dafnd thé needs of the congregation were
cared for.
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ting in the area, and snrﬁ-

“O tof AII
an dTrr tPon ues”
b The apostle John said t at the great
crowd would come “out of all nations and
tribes and peoples and tongues.” (Revela-
tion 7:9) Hence, the Goverhing Body ar-
ranlges for literafure to be made available in
more and more Ian?uages—rncludrng those
spoken remote fribgs and small ?roups
of peop fe In Mozam rdue for example, the
tract Life in a Peaceful New World was re-
leased | frve addrtro IIangEa 6s. |n€\r
ra uate roch ure eon a
Forever! was made avar atile In the Miskito
Iangiuad e—the Watch ower Socretys frrst
gub Icd |on|nthatrb d] ¥ Migkito In-
lans accepted the brochure with glee upon
seeing somethrng in their own Ianguage In

16. How I?as tne fartgful and dloscreet sl(ave class

arr q ¢ 000d News to be spread among
smallfanguage groups?



1997 the Societ uy approved Jiter dature in 25 (Revelation 1468 18:2. 4) Meek ones are
addrtronal languages and printed more than  encouraged to submit themselves to God’s
one billi |on ma azrnes Kingdom under Jehovah’s enthroned King,
Ir(rj rea anot [ lan g 9rou was  Jesus Christ. (Revelation 1%10 At this ex-
ear 1997 sa hstc nven-  citing time, we must not allo %ur zeal to
tro rln Kore n sign anuuae There are 15 wea en as we stan for true wors
anﬁua e C0 ? duions In Kor a Wit Once, when Kin I\% Davrdwasunderg{reat

hers, but 1,174 att ecn- Bressure hﬁ é)araued “My heart 15 ftea fas

5
ven¢ man 21 were dzerp 10 hel rsstear%ast | will sing and
E WNo cannot ea &rlgf erstand th{ P - make meIo

oy .amon te e0-
en orwrrtten Wor |catrons are Bes oj?ho{//ah % 3y WE t00
Produce on, videotape |n1 % erent e steadtast, During te 997 ervrce ear
anguages. ThUS the e are bein he |nthe face of m fa gdrffrcultres a ouds out
an evenstu 3%00 ne SWI ﬁrars(e was lifte ug to the glory of Jeho
onﬁneerfuttgkelﬂ ttg fH/elrtreears otregdeta O%r va d May asrrnr | event reater, shout
- e ear uring the current service year.

so to ¥%f955 Potg ointq agtrsm 0w, And may tgr 8 true no matter what Satan
wrhanu ber of vi eos available in Amer)- may try to oto ISCOUrage US or 0ppose Us.
can %rgnbLan?ugg or e of the deaf,  Thas we will show t at% ?reart rpemarns
that nas been Teadced to about one year. I rrghtwrth the heart oft eGreater Jeu

: Christ and We wr respond with our
BBack ?ﬁac_%mg n the Chariot: whole soul to the ins rre f rﬁ)ortatron e-

after being joined b
JehoRadab Jehu set abou destrr%}rn fals% joice In Jehovah anrﬁ ou rig teous

worship. He jssued nrnvrtatron 0 afl Baal  Ones, ana cry oytjo uwhoareup
worf E Sanctr?uaso mn assempl %o right '”% ayr F%a 321 %

baal.” en he Sent hrOU ‘hhe Whnole ?fi ZR What WIII ou be determined to do during
0 ensuret at no Baal wors t the 1995 sevice year?

rt)er Was F
out. As the croufds oured into the false
%ods great Lem ar]e w%s taken to see
ﬁ orshi rof Jenovan was there, F Can You Explain?
y JeNu rmy cu awn the aaI

hl erS T USJ nmh ted Baal out O What changes took place in Israel in
]951r_agl ]]2 Inj (?% t f ||f| | O 3\21508;.scir1i?modern day Jehu, and
0day el‘rna udgment of all false reli- rodern-day Jenu,
jon 1ies usta e rgder angelic urdanc how has the “great crowd" shown
hflS |a S are rOCIalm g S 0 a that their 'heart is upright' with his
mankind, en oB Hoto ear heart?

rag|n
t0 separate t emsglvgs from false reﬂgron O What statistics from the annual re-

port illustrate the zeal that Jehovah's

7. What I%g ua eeoqgi)ueg vgggaoleylpggSIISqegotrﬁ% Withesses showed during the 1997
Ct f t j h service year
i X?ter m g ng onadab, what did Jehu set O Whatever Satan may do against us,
1 lin Ve ofwha Ires ahead for mankind, w what spirit will we show during the
E shou?&

spirit s u Wwe Sho a&rd at what tas 1998 service year?

we be rgently occupie
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Do You Really Appreciate the
Blessings of Jehovah?

NICHI, a mlddle-a(ged gentleman,

visited a pharmacy o obtain medi-

ine. for a slight cold. When he took
the medicine, he developed an allergic reac-
tion causing an |1ch¥) rash and watery bljs-
ters over his entire body. Not surPrlsmﬁly,
Kenichi began to doubt whether the phar-
macdlst had paid enough attention to his
needs.

Some mlﬁht think of Jenovah God in the
same way that Kenichi viewed the pharma-
cist. They doupt that the almighty God, Je-
hovah, 1S really interested i, us as indi-
viduals, Although the)( recognize that God
IS good, they dre not convinced that he
cares for us personally. EspeC|aI¥ i this
true when things do not go well for them
or when their adherenceto Bible princi-
ples is followed by difficult problems. Be-
cause of lack of discernment, they view
their Rroblems like the itchy rash and blis-
ters that Kenichi unexpectedlfy developed,
as If somehow they are God’s fault.—Prov-
erbs 19:3. _

Jehovah is not to be compared to imper-
fecthumans, Humans are limited in knowl-
edge and ability. They fail to discern fully
thé real needs of otfiers, as did Kenichi’s
pharmacist. On the contrary nothmg £s-
capes Jehovah's eyes. Jehovah often felps
us without our discerning and appreciating
that fact because we have a tendency t(i fo-
cus on what we do not have and to overlook
the many bIessmgs we o have. Rather than
being quick to blame Jehovah for any prob-
lems we face, we should try to discérn the
blessings from Jehovah that we enjoy.
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Accordln?_ to Webster’s Ninth New Col-
legiate Dictionary, a “blessing” can be de-
fined as “a thing Conducive to apﬁme_ss or
welfare.” Do you appreciate that this is es-
pecially true 'of blessings from Jehovah?

Matchless as a Provider

When a wife says that her husband is a
good provider, she generally means that he
cares adeg_uately for the needs of the fam-
|?/, R_row ing sufficient food, shelter, and
clothing for the family’s happiness and wel-
fare. How good is Jehovah as our Provid-
er? Take a closer look at our Blanet Earth,
man’s home. It is situated 93,000,000 miles
from the sun, just the right distance for the
moderate temperatures that make life pos-
sible on earth. The 23.5-degree tilt of our
globe is designed Perfectly, resulting in the
varying seasons that contribute to abun-
dant harvests. As a result, the earth feeds
more than five billion people. Jehovah is in-
deed a wonderful Provider!

Moreover, the Bible assures us that Jeho-
vah is deeply interested in us as individu-
als and in our welfare. Just think, Jeho-
vah knows each of the billions of stars by
name, and not even one sparrow falls to the
earth without his knowledge. (Isaiah 40:26;
Matthew 10:29-31) How mich more does he
care for humans ‘who love him and were
bou%ht with the precious blood of his be-
loved Son, Jesus Christ! (Acts 20:28) Well
did the wise man proclaim: “The blessing of
Jehovah—that is what makes rich, and he
adds no pain with it."—Proverbs 10:22.



Blessings That Make Us Rich

We have in-our possession something of
great value for which we should be degply
rateful. What is it? The Bible identifies
it when it says: “The law of your mouth
IS qood for me, more
s0 than thousands of
pieces of gold and sil-
ver.” (Psalm 119:72:
Proverbs 8:10) Valu-
able as choice ?old
may pe, the law of Je-
hovah i1s much more to
be desired. An accu-
rate knowledge of
his law together with
the msmiht and dis-
cernment that Jeho-
vah imparts to sin-
cere truth seekers are
things_to be trea-
sured. They eqmlo us
to protect’ourselves, =
to. cope with difficult situations, to deal
with problems successfully, and thus to be
content and hapPy.
_This is true of even the very young. Con-
sider how a little girl worked out her
problems by following the law of Jeho-
vah. The girl, Akemi; lives near Tokyo.
Her father'and mother applied Bible prin-
ciples in training her and by word and ex-
ample heIRed their daughtér to develop a
|ove for Jehovah and for neighbor. Foresee-
mg the ﬁroble_ms she would encounter at
school, t e5<Ntr|ed to prepare her as best
they could, When Akemi entered elementa-
ry school, however, she was viewed by some
of her classmates as being “different” be-
cause she prai/e,d before nieals and consci-
entlousli/_ abstained from certain unscrip-
tural activities. Soon she hecame the tar%et
of a group of bullies who would corner ner

after school and slap her on the face, twist
her arms, and make fun of her. _
Little Akemi did not retaliate, neither
did she cower before her tormentors. Rath-
er, she tried to apply what she had learned.
As a result of her fine
conduct and courage
she won hhe refpect of
many of her fellow ?u-
pils, "They brought the
matter 10 the ‘teach-
er’s attention, and
since that day, Ake-
mi has expefienced
no further abuse at
school.
What helped Ake-
mi to deal successful-
ly with a difficult sit-
uation? The accurate
knowl_ed%e, insight,
and wisdom from” Je-
_ _hovah that her par-
ents had inculcated in her. She was well ac-
quainted with_ Jesus’ endurance, and that
moved her to imitate his example. The BJ-
ble helped her to discern that some people
do wrong thm?s out of jgnorance, and it en-
couraged her o hate the wrong those bul-
lies did while not hating the [l)eognle them-
selves.—Luke 23:34; Romans 12:9, 17-21.
Of c%urse, no parents would want to see
their child subjected to ridicule and abuse.
Still, }/ou can imagine how proud Akemi’s
Parens felt when"they heard all the de-
ails of what had haP ened, Such children
are truly a blessing from Jehovah.—Psalm
127:3; TPeter 1:6,77.

Patiently Waiting on Jehovah
Before you ‘receive Jehovah’s blessmﬁ_s,
though, sometimes you must wait for Ris
time;” Jehovah knows your situation and
provides for each need when it will do you
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the most good._(Psalm 145:16: Ecclesiastes
31 James 1173 You may be fond of frujt,
but What woul tXou thlnk of a host Who
served you run efore It was ready to be
eaten? ‘Whether an apole an orange, or
something else, you would prefer your fruit
ripe,. Amcy and sweet. Similarly, Jehoyah
provides what you need at the Tight time
—not too early"and not too late.
Recall the experience of Joseph. Through
no fault of his own, he found himself in an
tian dungeon. A fellow prisoner, the
cu earer, of Pharaoh, hoped to be released
and promised to bring Joseph’s case to the
attention of Pharaoh.”But after his release
he forgot all about Joseph. It seemed as
If JosePh were forsaken. However, two full
years later, he was finally released from
prison. and was eventuall made the second
ruler in Eqgypt. Rather than being impa-
tient, Joseph waited on Jehovah. For this
he was blessed in a manner that meant
reservation of life both to Israelites and to
Ryﬂpttans —Genesis 39:1-41:57.
asashi was an elder inacongr gatlon in
nort ern Japan. He was not in-a ungeon
e had {o wait on Jehovah. Why? Ever
smce the Ministerial Training. S¢ ooI a
school for training qualified Christian min-
Isters, was instituted in Japan, he made it
his fervent goal to attend. He prayed in-

In Our Next Issue

"Walking by Faith, Not by Sight"

Strengthening Our
Faith in God's Word

Philemon and Onesimus— United in
Christian Brotherhood
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tensely about the privilege. His ploneer
gartn r was invited, but de \Blte his ea%e
esire, Masashi was not. He was extrem
disappointed.

Nevertheless, he took steps to cope with
his feelings, He studied the Bible and pu
lications published by the Watch Towe So
ciety focusmg on such subjects as being
umbe and controlling one’s emotions. He
readjusted his thinking and thus experi-
enced more satlsfactlon in his ass|9 ent,
Then, when least ex ’o(e Hng It, e eceived
an I_||nV|tat|((Jjn toI attej he sch tlto

aving developed such qualities as pa

tience a%d hum?ht ne lg]eneflted mupch
more from the school Later, Masashi was
glven the privilege of servm9 PIS brothers
s a traveling overseer. Yes, Jehovah knew
what Masashi needed and Rrowded it just
when it would accomplish the most goad.

Seek His Blessings
Hencie Jehovah is nct)t like he pharma-
cist. Although we may fail to discern Jeno-
vah’s care and concer, his kindnesses come
invarious forms—at times and in ways that
do us.the most good. So contlnue to s ek his
bIessmgs RememBert at Xoua read ﬁ ave
many reasons for etno kful. YoU have
beeri blessed with basic provisions to con-
tinue living on eaLth ou have Reen given
a knowledge of Jehovah an of 1S ect
Ways. You have been given |n5|% ht. An
have acquired discernment. These all
tnbute to your welfare and ha Fplness
Texgenenjce even more fully the blesls
|n (iJhov continue to study the Bib
&J Pet| |on Je ova to IMOU fo
nderstand and d)d)\Xl gnrew eeac
msm IS inspired Wor ¥WI mae
Y truly nch 1? that you will lack noth-
ng. Yeste Wi men our abpleess and
contentment now and life in abundance in
the nevv Wor d to come.—John 10:10; 1 Tim-

othy 4:8



AS TOLD BY G. N. VAN DER BlL

In June 1941, | was handed over to the Gestapo
and taken fo the Sachsenhausen concentration camp

near Berlin

Germany. Th

ere, as prisoner number

38190, | remained until the infamous death march in
April 1945 But before | describe those events, let me
explain how | came to be a prisoner.

WAS born |n Rotterdam the Nether
I lands, orty after the begrnnrng
Word War I,'in 1914, Father Worked for
the railroad, and our small apartment was
situated near the rarlway track. Toward the
end of the war in 1918, 1'saw many so-called
crisis trains roar past. No doubt they were
filled with wounded soldiers who were be-
ing taken home from the front.
hen | waf 12 1Ieft school to get a %ob
Eight years later [ signed on as a st
ard aboard a passengeér ship, and for the
next four years, | saifed between the Neth-
erlands ard the United States.
When we docked in New York harbor
in the summer of 1939, another world war
threatened. So when a man came aboard

our ship and otfered me the book Govern-
ment, w |ch told of a rrgUhteous govern-
ment, | gladly accepted it. Upon retuming
to Rotterdam, | began to look for work on
land, since Iife at s&a no longer appeared to
be safe. On September 1, Gérmany invaded
Poland and the nations were plunged into
World War II.

Learning Bible Truth

One Sunday mornrng |n March 1940, |
wasvrsrtmg Wymarrre brother when one
of Jehgvah s tnesses rang the dogrbell. |
told him that | already had the Govern-
ment book and asked "him about heaven
and who go there. | received such a clear
and reasonable answer that | said to myself,
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This 1s_the truth.’ | (T1ave him my address
and invited him to call on me at my home.

After only three Vvisits, durln% which we
had in-depth Bible discussions, 1 began ac-
companying the Witness in the house-to-
house preaching work. When we reached
the territory, he showed me where to start,
and | was o my own. That is how many new
ones were intraduced to the preaching work
in those days. | was advised that, so-as not
to be seen in the street, | should always be
inside a hallway when_| made a presenta-
tion of the litefature. There was need for
caution in the early days of the war.

Three weeks later, on May 10, 1940, the
German arm mvaged the_ Netherlands,
and on May 29, Reic commlssmner_Sexss-
Inquart proclaimed that the organization
of Jehovah’s Witnesses was banned. We
met only in small groups, and care was ex-
ercised to keep odr meeting places a se-
cret. Especially strengthening to us were
the visits of traveling overseers.

Withmy wife shortly
after our marriage in 1958

German occuP_atlon, Jehovah’s Witnesses
were systematically hunted down and ar-
rested.” One morning_ in February 1941, |
was in the field ministry with a" few oth-
er Witnesses. While the¥ called on people
on one side of a block of houses, | worked

| was aheavy smoker, and when | offered around the other side of the block to meet

acigarette to the Witness who studied with
me and found out that he did not smoke, |
said: “I could never quit smoking!” Shortly
afterward, however, as [ was wal mq down
the street, I thought, ‘If 1 am going To be a
Witness, | want to be a real Witness.” So |
never smoked again.

Takln% a Stand for the Truth
In June 1940, less than three months af-
ter | met the Witness at my brother’s door
| symbolized mg dedication to Jehovah and
was baptized. A few months later, in Qcto-
ber 1940, | entered the full-time ministry
as a pioneer. At that time, | was given what
was called a pjoneer jacket. It had many
Bockets for books and booklets, and it could
e worn under a coat. o
Practically from the beginning of the
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them. In time, | went to see what was de-
laying them and met a man who asked, “Do
you have any of these ittle books too?”

“Yes,” | rePhed. At that he arrested me
and took me to the police station. | was kept
in custody for almost four weeks. Most of
the officers were friendly. As long as a per-
son was not handed over to the Gestapo, he
could secure his release simply by signing
awritten declaration that he would no lon-
ger distribute Bible literature. When | was
asked to sign such a declaration, | replied:
“Even if You_offered me one or two million
quldens, T still wouldnt sl?n.”

After beln% held a while Ion%er, | was
handed over 10 the Gestapo. Then | was
taken to the Sachsenhausen concentration
camp In Germany.



Life in Sachsenhausen

When | arrived in June 1941, there were
already some 150 Witnesses—mostly Ger-
mans—in Sachsenhausen. We new prison-
ers were taken to a section of the camp
called Isolation, There our Christian broth-
ers took us under their wing and prepared
us for what to expect. A week later anoth-
er shipment of Witnesses from the Nether-
lands arrived. At first we were asm%ned to
stand on the same S|oot in front of the bar-
racks from seven o'clock in the morning un-
til six o’clock in the evening. At times pris-
oners had to do that every day for a week or
more,

Despite the harsh treatment, the broth-
ers realized the urgent need to remain_ or-
ganized and to take in spiritual nourish-
ment. Every day someone was assigned to
preRare thou?hts on a Bible text. Later,
In the assembly yard, individual Witnesses
approached that one and listened to what he
had prepared. In one way or another, litera-
ture was regularly smu qled into the camp,
and we acfually ‘assembled every Sunday
and studied this Bible literature tog_ether.

Somehow a copy of the book Children,
which had heen released at the St. Louis
convention in the United States in the sum-
mer of 1941, was smuggled into Sachsen-
hausen. In order to minimize the risk of the
book being discovered and destroyed, we
took it apart, and the sections were circu-
|ated amonlg the brothers, o that everyone
could take furns reading it.

After a while, the camp management
found out about the meetings we were hold-
1n?. Sothe Witnesses were Split up and put
info different barracks. That presented us
with an excellent opportunlty to preach to
other prisoners, and as a result, many Poles,
Ukrainians, and others accepted the truth.

The Nazis made no secret of their in-
tention to break or kill the Bihelforscher,
as Jehovah’s Witnesses were called. Conse-
quently, the pressure exerted upon us was
severe, We were told that we could be set
free if we signed a declaration denounc-
mg_our faith. Some brothers began to ratio-
nalize, “If | am free, | can do more in Je-
hovah's service.” Although a few signed,
most of our brothers remained faithful de-
spite all the privation, humiliation, and
mistreatment. Some of those who compro-
mised were never heard of agam. Happll_){
though, others later recovered and are still
active Witnesses.

We were regularly forced to look on as
prisoners weré subjected to brutal cqrﬁo-
ral Eumshment, such as 25 strokes with a
stick. Once, we were made to watch the ex-
ecufion by hanging of four men. Those ex-
Berlences have a real effect ona person. One

rother, a tall, handsome man who lived in
the same barrack as | did, said to me: “Be-
fore | came here, | couldnt stand seeing
blood without fainting on the spot. But now
| have become hardenéd.” Still, although we
may have become hardened, we did not be-
come callous. | must say, | never bore mal-
ice or felt hate for our persecutors.

After workln? with a kommando (work
crew) for some fime, | was admitted to the
hospital with a high fever. A kind Norwe-
gmn doctor and 4 Czechoslovakian nurse

elped me, and their kindness probably
saved my life.

_ The Death March
By April 1945, it was clear that Germany
was losing the war. The western allies were
advancm]g rapidly from the west, and the
Soviets, from thé east. It was impossible
for the Nazis to liquidate the hundreds of
thousands in the concentration camps and
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dispose of their bodies within a few days
without leaving behind any trace. So they
decided to kill off the sick and to move the
rest of the prisoners to the closest seaports.
There the% planned to load them on ships
and sink the ships at sea.

The march of some 26,000 prisoners from
Sachsenhausen began the night of April 20.
Before we left the camp, our sick brothers
were rescued from the mﬂrmagy. A cart
was obtained on which they could be trans-
Forted._AItp ether, there were 230 of us
rom six _difterent countries, Among the
sick was Brother Arthur Winkler, who had
contributed greatly to the expansion of the
work in the Netherlands. We Witnesses
brought up the rear of the march, and we
continually encouraged one another to keep
going. .

To start with, we marched for 36 hours
without a break. While | was walking, | ac-
tually fell asleep from sheer mlserkl_ and fa-
tigue. But staying behind or resting was
out of the queStion because one risked ?et-
ting shot by the guards. At night we slept
in open fields or’in the woods. There was
little or no food. When hunger pangs be-
came too great, | licked the toothpaste that
the Swedish Red Cross had given us.

At one point, because German guards
were confused as to where the Russian and
U.S. troops were, we camped in the woods
for four days. This was providential be-
cause, as.a result, we did not reach Liibeck
Bay in time to board the ships that were
sui)posed to take us to our watery grave. Fi-
nally, after 12 days and a march of over
100" miles, we reached Crivitz Wood. This
was not far from Schwerin, a city about
30 miles from Liibeck. _

The Soviets were to our right, and the
Americans, to our left. From the boom-
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ing of the big quns and the incessant rifle
fire, we knew that we were near the front
lines. The German guards panicked; some
fled, and others switched their military
uniforms for prison garb that they had
stripped from the dead, hoping not'to be
recognized. Amid the confusion, we Wit-
nesses assembled to pray for quidance.
The brothers in charge decided that we
should leave in the early hours of the next
day and go in the direction of the U.S. lines.
Even thou?h nearly half of the prisoners
who had started thie death march died or
were killed_off along the way, all the Wit-
nesses survived. _
| received a ride from some Canadian
military personnel to the city of Nijmegen,
where a sister of mine used to live. But
when | reached the place, I found that she
had moved. So | set out to walk to Rotter-
dam. Fortunately, along the way | was of-
fered a ride in"a_privately owned vehicle
that took me straight to miy destination.

The Truth Has Been My Life

The very _da¥ | arrived in Rotterdam, |
applied again tor the pionegr work, Three
weeks later | was in mY assignment in the
city of Zutphen, where 1served for the next
year and a half. During that time, | re-
?alned some of my physical strength. Then

Was appointed & circuit overseer, as trav-
eling ministers_are called. A few months
later, | was invited to the Watchtower Bi-
ble School of Gilead in South Lansm%, New
York. After graduating from the 12th class
of that school in February 1949, I was as-
S|g|ned to Belgium, ~ °

| . have served in various aspects of the
ministry in Belgium, including almost
eight years at the branch office and de-
cades in the traveling work as both a circuit



overseer and a district overseer. In 1958,
| married Justine, who became my travel-
ing companion. Now, as the )rears eﬁln t0
weigh heavily upon me, I still have the joy
of being able'to Serve in a limited way s a
substitUte traveling overseer.

When | 190k back on my ministry, | can
truly say: “There is nothing better than
the “truth.” Of course, it has not alwa¥
been easy. | have discovered the need
learn from my mistakes and shortcomings.
Sowhen | spéak with Youna people, | offen
tell them: “You too will make mistakes and
Perhaps even transgress seriously, but don't
le about it. Discuss the matter with your

parents or with an elder, and then make the
needed corrections.”

In_my almost 50 years in the full-time
ministry in Belgium, | have been privileged
to see ones whom | once knew as children
serve as elders and circuit overseers And
| have seen the 1,700 or so Kingdom pro-
clabn68rs In the country grow to more than

| ask, “Could there be a more blessed way
to live than to serve Jehovah?” There never
was, there is not now, and there never will
be, | pray that Jehovah may continue to
quide and bless my wife and me so that we
can keep on serving him forever.

Peogl\eﬂ%lteA[ﬁi%hiejﬁsaﬁgns

CC/"O THEREFORE and make disciples
v ) oof peoPIe of all the nations, haptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the hol 3/ spirit. thls IS
how the World Trans
Jesus’command at Matthew 28:19. This ren-
dering has, however, been criticized. One re-
ligious pamphlet, for examPIe claims: “The
oy translation allowed by the Greek text is
tMake disciples of all thé nations!™” Is this
rug?

This rendering, “Make dtsmples of all na-
tions,” appears I man%/ Bib eversmns and |s
a liferal translatlon 0 the Gregk. 0 W at

ba5|s |st erT for the reading, “Make disci-
Pes of people of all_the nations, ba %ttzmg
hem™ The context. The expression “aptiz

mq them” clearly refers to |nd|V|duas not
nations. German'scholar Hans Bruns states:
“The [word] ‘them” does not refer to the na-

ation rertttet‘astry of Paul and Barnahas

tions (the Greek makes a clear distinction),
but to the people In the nations.”

Further, the way Jesus’ command was car-
ried out should be considered,. Rel%argteng the
In Asia Minor, we read: “After d ecﬁar
Ind the good new? 'to that city and makin
uteg ew disciples, they returned to L¥

and to lconiu angto ntioch.” Acé 4:

1) Note that Paul and Barnabas made disci-
PI s, not of t ecny of Derbe, but of some of
he people of Derti.

S |Iatly, concernln the ttme of the end
the vel nforetg not that

h a
es
sla

]

rNO—:

whole nattons wou ? Y at)
great eCcEOY\e/esa dot%no al natl ns an tnR
ePattg 93 Hust (Ft {I%ﬁ h?
|0n stan i/lndlcate as. a reliaple trans-

aton 0 cnpture inspired of God.’
—2 Timot y
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THEY DID

JEHOV AH'S

WILL

Elijah Exalts the True God

E WAS the most wanted man in Israel. He
H would almost certainly be put to death if

the king could find him. Who was this
hunted man? Jehovah's prophet Elijah.

King Ahab and his pagan wife, Jezebel, had
caused Baal worship to flourish in Israel. As a re-
sult, Jehovah had brought a drought upon the
land, which was now in its fourth year. An en-
raged Jezebel set out to have Jehovah's proph-
ets put to death, but Ahab wanted Elijah in par-
ticular. It was Elijah who had said to Ahab more
than three years previously: "There will occur
during these years neither dew nor rain, except
at the order of my word!" (1 Kings 17:1) And
the resultant drought still continued.

In this dangerous situation, Elijah was told by
Jehovah: "Go, show yourself to Ahab, as | am
determined to give rain upon the surface of the
ground." At great personal risk, Elijah obeyed
Jehovah's command.— 1 Kings 18:1, 2.

Two Opponents Meet

"Is this you, the bringer of ostracism upon Is-
rael?" asked Ahab, upon seeing Elijah. "I have
not brought ostracism upon Israel," Elijah boldly
replied, "but you and the house of your father
have, because you men have left the command-
ments of Jehovah, and you went following the
Baals." Then Elijah directed that all Israel should
gather at Mount Carmel, including "the four hun-
dred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hun-
dred prophets of the sacred pole." Then Elijah
addressed the crowd: "How long will you be
limping upon two different opinions?* If Jehovah

* Some scholars suggest that Elijah may have alluded to
the ritual dance of Baal worshipers. The same use of the word
"limping" is found at 1 Kings 18:26 to describe the dance
of the Baal prophets.
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is the true God, go following him; but if Baal is,
go following him."— 1 Kings 18:17-21.

The people were silent. Perhaps they recog-
nized their guilt in failing to render exclusive de-
votion to Jehovah. (Exodus 20:4, 5) Or it may
be that their consciences were so seared that
they saw no sin in dividing their loyalties be-
tween Jehovah and Baal. In any case, Elijah in-
structed the people to produce two young bulls
— one for the Baal prophets and the other for
him. Both bulls would be prepared for sacrifice,
but no fire was to be lit. "You must call upon the
name of your god," Elijah said, "and I, for my
part, shall call upon the name of Jehovah; and
it must occur that the true God that answers by
fire is the true God."— 1 Kings 18:23, 24.

Jehovah Is Exalted

The Baal prophets began "limping around the
altar that they had made." All morning they cried
out: "O Baal, answer us!" But Baal did not an-
swer. (1 Kings 18:26) Then Elijah began taunt-
ing them: "Call at the top of your voice, for he
is a god." (1 Kings 18:27) The Baal prophets
even began cutting themselves with daggers and
lances— a practice often employed by pagans to
arouse the pity of their gods.*— 1 Kings 18:28.

It was now past noon, and the worshipers
of Baal continued "behaving as prophets"— a
phrase that in this context conveys the idea of
carrying on in a frenzied fashion and with a loss
of self-control. Well into the afternoon, Elijah
finally said to all the people: "Approach me." All
watched intently as Elijah rebuilt the altar of Je-
hovah, dug a trench around it, cut the young bull

* Some suggest that self-mutilation was related to the prac-
tice of human sacrifice. Both acts implied that bodily afflic-
tion or the shedding of blood can invoke a god's favor.



in pieces, and placed it on the altar with wood
for burning. Afterward, the bull, the altar, and
the wood were thoroughly soaked with water,
and the trench was filled with water (no doubt
seawater obtained from the Mediterranean Sea).
Then, Elijah prayed to Jehovah: "Today let it be
known that you are God in Israel and | am your
servant and it is by your word that | have done
all these things. Answer me, O Jehovah, answer
me, that this people may know that you, Jeho-
vah, are the true God and you yourself have
turned their heart back."— 1 Kings 18:29-37.

Suddenly, fire came down from heaven "and
went eating up the burnt offering and the pieces
of wood and the stones and the dust, and the wa-
ter that was in the trench it licked up." The peo-
ple who were watching immediately prostrated
themselves, saying: "Jehovah is the true God! Je-
hovah is the true God!" At Elijah's command, the
Baal prophets were seized and brought to the
torrent valley of Kishon, where they were exe-
cuted.— 1 Kings 18:38-40.

Lesson for Us

Elijah displayed what may seem like superhu-
man boldness. Yet, the Bible writer James assures
us that "Elijah was a man with feelings like ours."
(James 5:17) He was not immune to a degree of
fear and anxiety. For example, when Jezebel lat-
er vowed revenge for the loss of the Baal proph-
ets, Elijah fled and then cried out to Jehovah in
prayer: "It is enough! Now, O Jehovah, take my
soul away."— 1 Kings 19:4.

Jehovah did not take Elijah's soul away in
death. Instead, he mercifully provided assis-
tance. (1 Kings 19:5-8) Servants of God to-
day can be assured that Jehovah will do the
same when they face periods of intense anxiety,
perhaps because of opposition. Indeed, if they
pray for Jehovah's help, he can supply them with
"power beyond what is normal," so that even if
they are "pressed in every way," they will not
be "cramped beyond movement." Thus, they will
be helped to endure, as Elijah was.— 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:7, 8.
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A Challenging
Reply

THE Catholic Herald, a British Roman Catholic
newspaper, recently published the following let-
ter from a reader in Wales: "One night, two
Jehovah's Witnesses came to my door. | man-
aged to say that it was the Catholic Church that
guaranteed the authenticity of the New Testa-
ment they quoted. To my surprise, one of them
agreed. 'Yes," he said, 'you guarantee it but
you don't follow it. Jesus said, "love one an-
other as | have loved you,"

but you kill one another.

In the last war, Cath-

olics killed Catholics,

but no Jehovah's

Witness Kkilled a

[fellow] Witness.'

What could | do

but agree? How can we

pray for unity with our 'separated

brethren' when there is no real unity among
ourselves? Should we not first correct this scan-
dal?"— John 15:12.

The two world wars of this 20th century
both started in Christendom and claimed some
50 million to 60 million lives. It can truthfully be
said, though, that Jehovah's Witnesses took no
part in those wars, nor are they involved in any
of the conflicts currently taking place. How is
this possible? You owe it to yourself to find out
more about the powerful bonds of Christian love
and unity that over five million Jehovah's W it-
nesses have worldwide.— Compare Isaiah 2:4.
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