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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Youths Praise God in the Democratic Republic of Congo

CENTURIES ago, the psalmist warmly invited
young ones to join in praising the King of eterni-
ty: "You young men and also you virgins, you old
men together with boys . . ., praise the name
of Jehovah, for his name alone is unreachably
high." (Psalm 148:12, 13) The following experi-
ences from the Democratic Republic of Congo
highlight this matchless privilege.

« The landlord of a special pioneer was fa-
vorably impressed by the conduct of Jehovah's
Witnesses. He thus allowed the Witnesses to
study the Bible with his five-year-old daughter,
Fifi. After observing Fifi's progress in studying
My Book of Bible Stories,* her father allowed
her to attend meetings at the Kingdom Hall.
There, little Fifi learned Kingdom songs from the
Witnesses' songbook. She especially liked song
number 4, entitled "God's Promise of Paradise."

One day Fifi's father decided to take her to his
church. To everyone's surprise, Fifi refused to
sing the church songs. Why? Because she felt that
the songs sung in her father's church were not in
harmony with what she had learned from her Bi-
ble study. Courageously, she sang her favorite
Kingdom song instead.

After several unsuccessful attempts to change
her mind, the church leaders decided to ex-
communicate five-year-old Fifi! Despite this
ill-treatment, her father remained calm. He was
proud that Fifi had taken a firm stand for what
she believed. Fifi's father and mother both want
her to continue associating with Jehovah's W it-
nesses.

¢ When a teenage boy named Lukodi decided
to study the Bible with Jehovah's Witnesses, his
father was very opposed. On one occasion when
Lukodi was getting ready to go to a meeting at

* Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
New York, Inc.

the Kingdom Hall, his father threatened him with
a machete. On another occasion Lukodi's father
struck him with a stick, making a deep wound on
his back. In spite of the intense opposition, Lukodi
kept firm in his resolve to become one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. He continued to make progress
and got baptized. Now he serves as a regular
pioneer.

Sona, Lukodi's younger sister, was so im-
pressed by her brother's stand that she too
began to study the Bible with Jehovah's Witness-
es. To prevent her from studying, however, their
father sent Sona to school in another village,
where there were no Witnesses. Nevertheless,
Sona made it a habit to speak to others about the
things she had learned. As a result, her cousin
also became interested.

When the Witnesses from a neighboring vil-
lage heard about Sona's preaching activity,
they paid her a visit and arranged for her to
have a regular home Bible study. She continued
to make progress and soon joined her brother
as a dedicated, baptized Witness of Jehovah.
Additionally, her cousin is now an unbaptized
publisher, and a book study is being held in this
village.

How wonderful and refreshing it is when young
ones join in praising the name of Jehovah!

1997 9
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Jehovah,a God
"READY TO FORGIVE”
“You, 0 Jehovah, are good and ready toforgive. "—psaLm 865,

PIG AVID o]f cient Israel knew
ow t

eaV urden of a gurE@

conscrenc couI be. He wrote
nerrors ﬁ épasse over m a
eavy loa are 100 he
ecome crg
Ue

%ar one sister, repectrn? on a mistake she

g;%gaa%el ﬁnc%uﬁse? repented and ac-

o congre atro
s, she contrnu e unwortny

Easses Wﬁé‘es dn as erhS ahoo (hag

I have grown nar
treme degree:; ave roar OrgIveness.’ ecome swa lowe
to roanin gmiy {) jehﬁ 8/ | atan ma tr {0 etu {0 rve g
8P Id, however oundahcom rt [ NIS % %thgtgv % g oser Ing
tro %ed heart. He knew that while Jeho-  hova orintnians 2
h ates sin, he 06S not hatet srnner 3Butth £ 1s not taIIhowJehovahvrﬁws

tonerstru re entantan reeclﬁ matters! IS assures s that when
? alm 325; 1033) With W manr es urne eart trege tance,

P? *aIH]l (I;fcr)u\li% ova SWI mgness JO €X- OVa j I%% or ve
en mercy to regentant Ones, %VI S?or roverbs a lﬂ§1)0| X%IVGHES%

VEr seeme a
You, U Je ovah re good and ready to S i etterund tar?grrng%

give."—P pat 1S é‘%
cr&shrwrheurrdwr? ngn Wrenftuolocoprggre%%rery theW o oh o "
a e Pg his ?eelrng 8? [emorse IS normaﬁ 4 e'?egghOX\%hfang%dStt%eF‘gﬂﬂ'rYse is

even ealthv0 It can move Us. to take posl-  from the suinset 30 far o fr

tive st correct istakes. Some
\ﬁ risti %{ ave ecome OVer- ”eh?y“{ot Ejrgss rnesSS ?JvaA 1 %her S%OWS
st

herrs fC n em oy to’those fearrn hrm 15 eova
)"rNeart at od WI not H“ o¥s oser? pF W “merc % next ve se
or rvet m, norh %ter owrﬁgentantt NSWEYS: or ehrms%lf We knows
ﬂre “Itisaterrible feel outhink  formati ememoering eare

N
at Jehovah may not |0\9e you ymore dust % 12 14 %X 08S
ot fOfgf ﬁtlat WE are reatures 0

he ) burd nd Davr C agd
A Nk e
é 5 Jﬂd CorTs]rﬁrtvv rOUb ?ggnar st Gt mpertaction. The expression that

Dj-'ﬂ.”

why IS t |s ea
U b ahe Bel b s e e ot
ol ova swrlrngness orgrve rea

10 THE WATCHTOWER- DECEMBER 1, 1997



he matron of u% "reminds us
t att e Br % o otter
ust evess S reml
F ?otte[ and es |s ve sels
?/ye delicate t¥ ever mrnd of thelr
natue S0, t0o, Je ovah, the reat Potter,

temoers 1S (leal mos with us according to
the Trailty of our sinful nature. —Comgare

2 Corinthians 4:7.
how fowerful sin

IS, S%eheovahrlung reerss i escrl
tent force thgt nas man In rts dead? rp g
Just now stron rs sin sgrasp nth e
Romﬁns thé Inspired apostle Paul ex-
plarnst ISin rTrra rc terms We are “un-
der sin,” as soldi rs are under their_com-
mander (Romans It nas ‘ruled” over
mankind like \n% Romar}rsSZl it “re-
sides,” or Is “dwell| ﬂus Ro ans
17,20\ its “law” Is ontrnua yatwo
us, in effect tr Z%rn to control our course
ﬁRomans?ZS ? hatadi fﬁ, Hattlewe
ave 1o resist ower on our
fallen fles —Roman
6Hence our merciful Go knows that
erfect obedrenc IS not ossible for us, no
atter ho muc our arts mag/ want 10
|ve It to (rv Ings 8 1tovrn
ssures us that hen esee hrs athe
mereywrt | ontrrte heart, he erIexten
forgiveness. T éPsa mist David said:
Bac Ificesto G a roléens rrrt| ahegrt
[okeN n crus ou will not
S |seOr tsarr mb aJeeO\r/tat wrtll gevreor reen
U |
a é crusheg by the buraen o? quilt. How

* Interestingly, the Hebrew word rendered “the
formation of us” is used coanéTérg the clay vessels
formed by a potter.— Isaiah

5. Ho Foes the book ot Roma Hs)descrrbe sin’s
Eoweru grip on our fallen tles

How d oes Jeh ovat View ;hose who seek his
mercy with a contrite heart’

beautrfully that describes Jehovah’s readi-
ness to forgive!

1D0es thrs mean, though, that we, cfan
resume on God’s mercy. Using our srn
atu eas an exc set)o sin? By nd means! J
ova IS nolt % re sentrmentt—l
mercy has limifs. Hew N0 means o
e oseu\{h? hard hearte I P]ractrce
clous, willfu srnwrt no repe tnc e
[Ews %0263 Ont‘% tker and,
ﬁeesa egrtt tis ,r,o en and cruse

e 15 “ready to orrTr e, Proverbsrt73 Let
US consider so eo the expressive lan age
use rt]éeB e to describe the complete-
ness of divine Torgiveness.

Does %Nhovahplgor

lve?
13 entant King. David garg “My sin
t con esse to, you, an }éerror
not cover. | said:” 1 shall make ¢
essonoverm [ns gssrog totehova
srf i {F(’)su m 0engx rese |8hr°ra?f
H‘ch § trans?atesa rew Bvoré thatpba
sically means ‘if

Ift up,” “ear, cary Its
use here signifies tq ake awi mu inig-
urt\// frans ressron o Je a

avid srns and carrre a\rvayr
Wer% dpre %evt ICUS }62 hrsn
Hgt ased the feell utlt that Davi
ad been carrying. Pre Psalm 32:3.
Wetoo can have |Ico ence |nthe Q

%rg o/ardons thﬁ }nso 0Se wh 0 seek his

Eness o tne pasis o therr te
r%n gm Sac| ceo e}sus’) Mat ew

omd%arﬁ aa 12 Thosew 0se
sins Jehov ts U an ca rles awa
need not contrnue to carry the burden
quilt feelings for past sins:

| BRI TG

OHS QUI' SInS, an f'efrect shou ave
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on the relationshi

orIIustrate

For example
eu our ets

sIns a?

Bible reveals someth ||ng else’ ahout Jeho-

van's merc hhat IS tru

orgives,

s fo Je ovah T eGr verb trans at-

d or |ve” can mean to et

ise be char
taecom ort. Jenovah will ne
or adeht he
1, 2, compare Matt
ZOAt Acts 3:19, the Brble use
ivid fiqure of speech 10

“Repent, there
s0 as 10 det your sins bIotte

%me)anrng of Jesus’ words: For

a is, the im eepre
gmp etenéss?g gt(tova

9 What |s t
obvrousy IS sl

t’
S Ol\ivustratea

12 thewatchtower— December i

When others have been hurt
by our sins, Jehovah expects
us to make amends

lates a Gre that, wnen
used metaph (fnca can mean “to
wrge Qut, b erat cancel orde
str ccor |n {0 some. scho
ars resse IS that
o erasrn th oww
trs posstble? The In common
used mancr nttrmem/ mae
a mrxture t at Included carbo
Fnum and wager. Soon a erwor
with such Ink, aﬁerson con]

take. a wet sponge and
writing away.

The dPhrase e(tblo ted out’trans-

Wwipe t

Therein is a beautiful pic

O e o

1
of the compheteness of Jehovah's toryve
ainst Us rn the ut

e orgrves our sing, It IS m
e

yremark able: When
e forget s

“Their S all ,
Remem er o ore

Thro hthe ro het Jerenhah Jeho-
romrse ﬁ { thﬁse in the ne
et elr errgr, an
a reme er N0 More. %ere
34 Dost 1S M nthatw
orgives

hy Br[ﬁe ten&sl ugoo : Har f o%ereta:e f%IrS;]erS
IS ngrr]n Jrhova fsor%avemrncﬁrg%gﬂ
uT aware of1 eer)rors they

the Bible says that Jehovah f
oeﬁert Iteaenst at nears r:r?ra eto (r)erggff
0 YOU SO ansiwer’



?mmrtted and soﬁroul we be, Therecord  from all consequences of his wrong course?
therrérns a5 We B at oﬁth rrrepen Not at all. We cannot sin with impunity.

tance P or%veness God, has %re Paul wrote: “Whatever a man IS owr Vg
served for ou ?frt é om%ns 1AW thrs he will also reap.” Gaatrans e
thﬁn does the Bible mean wnep rtsgst a% may face certain conseguences of ou ac-
Jehovan does not remember” the Sins of  tion or problems, but after extending for-

those whom he ?or IVes? ’ grveness Jehovah does not cause gdver-
BThe Hebrew Vel ren]dered Ifhall re- n\y to befall us. When troubles arise, a
i er” Im I&% rd]r?hn hlmprh/eo(iogr rrstran should notfeeI tPerhaszehovah
orgioo of %Ir? ]Les tame unrs rn et s ompere

J nthe other hand Jenovan
lHB‘U eﬁré}tnrera%gda!gﬁgﬁl Jmplication i ot spare us from all the effgcts of

In IS sense,  ourwrong actjons. Divorce, Unwante

fo™“Temember” sin involves taking action nancy, sexually transmitted drseaseprlre)gs
aqalﬂSt sinners. When thceg e%Hosea of trlist or regpect—all of these may be

ern faelts,, e
h% veah;eanﬂ?ﬁdejehnrewr T e i
i agﬂ]nst em fort el Jack epen-  Event ﬂwrth UaveL eaVé{ anod Uhsnsin

connectio
ugtttene“resw %g,}’esrfﬁsa gHosgg hovah did not protect David from thedrsas

WI’&@ eo\whe (h%nt v%hen Jehova troluizcgnsequ nces that followed.—2 Sam-

Thelr sin | shal reme rnomore ue

assurin h or ES 5 Our sins may have other consequences
tﬁnt Sinner, ewr not act a%ar st nf too. Consider, for example, the account In
fnose sins at some future tim QEze Leviticus chapter 6. The Mosajc Law here
él 22 He thus or%ets in the s se addresses the' situation Wherern a person
08s 10t 1 rrn our Sins uln %arnan agarg fommrts Serious wro rg serzrn

In or eﬁ ﬁuse org nish Us overand  fow Israe ? L?é)od th oughrbb

Yer Jenovah thereby setsa sp Ier]dr exan- tortron or frayd. The srnnert en enres

b

ﬁfor us to Imitate in our dea m([’rs\h/est that he Is durt}g/ even ern% S0 darrng

WG IRE S Shom B Lol
against another’s; Later, however, the of-
o e
\What About the Consequences?
UDogs Jehovah’s readrnegs to for i ntess hehhtashtohd% tthrkge more tp'” )
mean that a repentant sinner rsexethe sorewa € na aen pay the Victim

Whatr incl ed In h meanr I) : meltoff rh)em]eh]t atnh gfter & ramTaS
a quilt offeri en, eawsas he

&Zﬁbm Ovare”éje 'Sr S efnsi]mrﬁere Prrestrpustma% danatonementfo him be-
%r n(?omoe D ot s eassurh 57 ore Jenovah, and so it must be forgiven

0rgIveness not mean

entan nner 1S exem Fﬂ rom all conse- he law.recor vr icys 6:
%57 benePt\hloq the vrg\hm ang ghe offen erU7
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him. ”—4Leviticus 6:1-7; compare Matthew

"B This law was a merciful provision from
God It benefited the victim, whose Erop
er uy Was returne ﬁnd Who nod oupt felt

much relief when the offender finally ac-

nowle e hrs sin. At the same time; the
aw bene |te] the ong whose conscrence at
last moved him to admif his hgurtan cor-
rect his wrong. Indeed, if he iad refysed to
o so, there would be no forgiveness for him
from God.

]YAIthou h we are not under the Mosaic

it orv s us Brﬁcro S rn%% ht.into Jeho-

va s mind. incl IS t on or-
ﬂrvengss (Colossians 2:13 14&\%/ n others
ave been hurt or vrctrmrze our sins,
eova IS pleased when we do at we can

0] rr% ht the wrong. 82 Corinthians 711[)
This vo vesacknowle ging our sin, admit-
ting our quilt, and even apologrzrn to the
vrc m en We can appeal to’ Jehdvah on
the basis of Jesus sacrr Ice and experience
the relief of a clean conscrence and the_as-
surance that we have been forgiven by God,
—Hehrews 10:21, 22.

7

1
what does Jehovah expect us to do?

How Would You Answer?
[0 Why is Jehovah "ready to forgive"?

[0 How does the Bible describe the
completeness of Jehovah's forgive-
ness?

[0 When Jehovah forgives, inwhat
sense does he forget?

0 What does Jehovah expect us to
do when others have been hurt by
our sins?
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When ot] ers_have been hurt_by our sins,

kea Iovr arentW Jehovah ma}/
0 ror IV ness wrt a measure
drscrglrn Prover 1]l 12&AreFentant
ChriStian ma haveto e Anq Ish his rrvr
Ieoe of Servi q as an el %mrnrs [
vant. or %) oneer, IA may, be pajnfu
mtotose ra Eerr of time (ﬁ)nvr e%es
at were precrou 0] nn] Su]c ISpr
owever. does not mean that ﬁ as osh f
ovahsfavorort (at Jehovah has withheld
forgiveness. In addition, we must remem-
Ber that discipline from Jehovah If oroof of
IS ovebfor us. Accepting and algg ng it 1s
n our fs Interests an can to ever-
asting e—Hebrews

H W refreshjn knowthat We Serve a

Gog ?%o 1S rea % ? rIve’ Jﬁhovﬁ e

more an o rsrns and mistakes

f3 nows what 1S [n our earts
l}/ﬁg]u %e that ur heart Is ro en and
3 ﬂ ecause astw Hgs dopot con-

clude that ouare eon reach of Je-

hOV& 'S mercy. Ite what rsta ES OU
@/ ave mae OU ave fru
fa ste 0 fl

ear

rrt i atrhfg it
el
%gmu? ng rrgt]teous S0 S 0 ?(f grve H
oeuoruzrrr]tessgn to cleanse us from all Unrig

DThe Bible encourages us J \mrtate Jeh
hovah's Torglveness In our ﬁ %s wit
one anot er; Tow t‘lat extent, however, can

be expected to forgive ang forget whe
ot(h rs? \%arnst Us? grhrs wrﬂ be grscusseg
In the Tollowing article.

f18 What drscrphne may accompany Jehovah's

?]}jac% [§ %ehoéa)hjtg emergaimgltted Wrg?? bevxEsg

cussed In the next article?



O K R SHAD S

“Continueputting up with one another andforgrvrn
one another freely. —COLOSSIANS 313,

"IT ORD, how many times is ybroth lf113 The thou htles re arks ?J‘a

?r to Sin aqainst me andam | to ose r ey ke
1 J 1orgive hi Ugt seven times? aswor Prover bsl ]A usretreat
atthew 18°21) Peter m avet oughthe  ment from somc()n ou oved or truste%
ern ver %enerous Wrt grss g rﬂa Ve caused dee wonn s. When SUB
kon A % rabbmic tr éarrtron S egi aHoen our nat lr) reﬁctron may be
that oRe S guld not ex}en orgrvenesfs el a e inclined to tolo
pore than three trmes or th gea mg othe o en er,.avol n him a
eH marqrne Pefer’s surprise, then, g HOSﬁIble Forgrvrg 1t ma
when Jesus teplied: “| say to You, hot, U ﬂ m, WoU him to, g&t away wit
to seven times. but. Up 1o séventy-seve urting Us YeLb nurtFrlng resentment,
times™! (M atﬁrew 18225) %e repe Jvtrono

we end up hurting ourse
feven Was equiva ent to sayin ﬂr "r efrnrte 3Jesus therefore teaches ug go for gh\re
In Jesus’ view, there IS yrtlia ay ﬂ rn lﬁ) {0 severl -Seven trmes ure
ITtot en mberoftrmesaC ristian should teac | n%ver Work to. oyr farm.

or rve ot ers h b Vver% %eau torrﬁrnate%wr t%njo[
alwaqv ; p%y rr\r[g] to agfcgérqﬁe} ng\tN hs notng/eS ?Isara% Eg t?l E

us t be in ‘our nest Inter stsq
?/tollrr] rusted Iertrenejrirya CPoenr ﬁcgo Per(())r\]/e ?% %ﬁ ers. ﬁetjr])r]eo\\/\/\/ewgelsgérss \é\/honﬁ

or
b *A cor to he onnran Talmu one rab t be, ﬁ’e #Ja] Hrst to clari at for
'rré's%lora .rf"seco Wﬁ rorrfv%ness is and what It Is not. Qur concept
a hs s a?]rt ase%loSn ron |ven ? 0’? qvtentessf maYl e ale o ﬂ H
mgoshchw >8 aé’ 081?6% ega Bura Ity 10 T0rgrve wnen we are ote

4Fo |vrn ot ers for ersonal offenses
oth%r) \When Peter sg%gggtedwﬁhat we iovﬁﬁn//g dogs ng eqa f

to Seven re ondoning or
erréerrﬁean L o0t oo retm?g Otﬁm o nlher
[

%ag g&&%&i@ifﬁ%i@ ion Q D yien it advantage of A
%résec%nﬁérsgt that it 1s'in our est terests tO

VES

all. when Jehovah

how s %réir(\)/eesnefs%rﬂe\f ng d,pthers not mean, hut
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When weharbor resentment, the offender |m|tat0rs Of GOdm) The Wor?] “theref re
may be oblivious to our turmoil connects the expressmnwnht rece ing

verse, which ?as “Become kind oone an
forrglves Us, ﬁls cﬁrtalnl r“)t tnvlall LP ofher, tenderly compassionate, freely for-
ou sms an neve ows}< VIn onea ther%ust ag God asoL%/

nba% Crc%rp rﬁ%gn#ﬂ}njﬂ% enrews hns freely forgav " (Ephesians

g/ forg
hén |t Comes to forgiveness, we
turs OrgIveness Is d as “th tof

Ear(e]onln‘ggan PR b ﬁ? ?j shoug |d become |m|tatorsofGo Asailttle
entmen owardﬁ IS0

ries to be just like his father, we, as
Im ecause ENSE, chYIc!renwhomJlehovah dearlﬁﬁoves shou?d

ving Up all ECOMPENSE. Want to become ike our forgiving heaven-
§>/0|U?ﬂel age 361 aran |be roy| 893“3 Father. H ow it must del ght Jeovan
ith soundrasons for orglvm others. tYeart to look down Jromte eavens ﬂlé

Whg Forqwe Others? ee his earthly children trylng oD

S g e P g e

san
éecom,e |m||@]ators 0 éfi ibe 0ved ranted, we can never forglve in a?er
ren.” In what respect should we “become {re]ct Sense as Jehoh/ah doeﬁ Bi(ljltf hat IS al

e more reason why we should forgive one
Soctely YK Y e tchtoner Bible and Tract  another "Consider: There s a vast difference

Fndl\é\gt]g(ti a%%rﬁgsngnrse ) forgive others i ?ween Ay ch?rgtlleleerneesié1 gﬁatoglrgtgrence be-
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etvyeen Jeh va s forq eness nd ours  Whenyou approach others to make pe
Isaiah 55:7-9) When we forgiye those who isunderstandings may easily be cleared u
ave sinne a ainst us, | |sotenW|tht8 tJ h
wareogsrsetumsoonerravoraber]yve may nee ah ettaovR/ enmt tl or |ve éJS or’voaﬁatﬁe
|t humans, 1t 15 al cas SI ners he ans 4: 1Jo n41 f then, we
ova Wever, areu Wi mg to forgive other wher\t ere

vm smners
eness |s wasone or ves IS soundr ason to do so, ¢ re
aowu wew ne er neetYVd X forgive ectsog ogglvenessfrom ?Wtovah’a—)t/l
vah, w odoes not sin, can olow
S)I/an completel forg VE S, shoudnot Jehovah teaches th VA)oeople he good
N umanstyto Orgive one another w% in which they shou
—Matthew 6 When he | structs HS to for |veﬁe
I Evnmoe| ortant, if w? refuse toano er We can onf| as
forotveot rswen ere 15 ahasis tirmer our rests at eart |t go rea-
CX tcana vgg ec(s our own re at!(on son 1 "yield ace 0]
ship with ellovah does not {ustas g hve th mans nt en |sa
0) orgtveoneanter he expects us to do  [1€av ure to carry | enwe

0. Actord n;gtote cripturés, part ofthe DO I, 1t con eSOttO'tSI tits rosusof

mativation 1o Us {0 be o7 rgIving s in order Faecjeea?ousgtlcan our joy. =10 rtTJ]r(te e ager,

e refuse to forgive.others when there is a :
Btvsn'srﬁétt‘&%tt Htl{lhg ehgvaégerseqy atpect our ? Why does being forgiving work in our best in-

the watchtower— December i, i997 17



Andt trhga 4 el o %*taet“ 2
0hIsw tl livious to our turmo Ouro
ﬁt reﬂ NowWs tha twe neer{)oloe yto
SR ol ey
orgrve IS, Lin eed, he goor} way 10 wa

m'areae

9Ph srcaP [in urrgs may ran e
cuts to deep w oun S, and not.
same deP ia

from mi or
reqtrrre
attention. It i |s similar with
Rjure n[%s—some Wounds are aeeper
than others. Do we.really need to malfe an
ISsue ver every minor Bruise we suffer in
ourrear%shr swrtho thers? Mmorrrrrta

mntsf and anno an es are.a part
Ife a onot neces arr require ‘for-
% Og eness, If we are k vm as ome
onew uns ot ers for even Petﬁr s}a
omtmen% t]nms S 1 att
ologize herore we i treath emin acr
¥v gam We maY orce the Jo tread
Sottly ardund us—or to keep asa Istance!
utatroR

stTad It 15 far bett%r 0] gPhVFgaprrg \
45 P

Pr bemg reaso?
ips) AS imperfect Creatures serv-
gﬁrrllo

gv(tr fh one ano he

In Our Next Issue

The Roots of Modern Christmas

A Hidden Treasure Comes to Light
— The Story of the Makarios Bible

Jehovah Rules With Compassion
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éfWhtt fsrtuatro gb ces-
or IVENgss? a
xp)resson contr epu ting

m? shoulder to sr}oulder We can. reason-
Erot her Aped ”Fat rsotne“mreonto trmesooog
ub us the w

fgea anrme ma doth]e 8 ([]owﬁ
srarﬁ 3:13 advises us: “Continue | uttm
g t)one another.” That ex res3|on SUG-
gnsts eing pagen wtth ﬁthes toleratin
e things we dislike mt ortetrart
ema?/ Ind Irrit tmg uc atrenc
orbearance can help“us to e wr
minor scr es a scratches am m
ourdea Inds wit thers—wrt out ISrupt
In teg ce Of t econgregatron—
rinthian

When the \Wounds Are Deeper
1 However, what B‘ others §>m a amst
U, causing a noticeable woynd’ m
ts not t00 ferrous We [)rlay ave |tt
Icu Xappmo Te e’s counsel to or-
Ve One a dpt er ree(t)/ Ephesrans :32)
uch rea Iness to rﬁrv IS I armo
ert Peter’s inspired words: “Abov
Ings, have Intense love far one a other,
eca 5e ov covers a.multit ﬁ sins.”
eter epmg in min ﬂt We t0o
mners enables Us to make allowances
ort etresoasses oTJ‘ thers. When we thus
ﬁr Ive, We let goo t ereslentment ather
nur]tuher s a result, our relation-

fhr wrt1 nder ma riot suffer an
ﬁs ng arm, and We also help to reser
Lk

crou eace of t eco ato 0-
3pr] tme the m P vrsﬁ

d may well fade away.

?What; thou h, if someo esns against

us mamore rousvva m rm

33 For gxampe atrus
Ivulged some extreme persona tters

11 W en. ott}%rs srn against us, what can heIp
W[hat Initiative ma% we need to fa

org or ve someone Ehas deep

H s hesians %

|caethat wes ouI se le matters quickly?



% uyou con)frded in_him.. You feel deeg the situation with ther[r Iofmalirng eace
érrrassed gnd etrayed and marntarn hat atti ever
avetrre to dismiss It, but t ematterwr misunderstan rnge can be cleared p,
s made, and forgrvene

0 away. In such a case, uma 0 rrat apolo
em%eroa%g nrtéatrve to %gteetg A 8 t14 I fp J i ,
trﬁ \I?vrse tg oyth et e the m tter HSt é)etsuaﬁ V'ggtwtae{ﬁ {r%nP%annedt a(tfcwe

%neto ester au ex rte ova dg % ample IS rfgar
wrat etdonotsrn har rscusse the preced rngf article When
0“”? of %C“ g.onour an ette un teBrbesastha Jehov%h orgets?ursrns
not set wi At/r? ina rovo ate] E g |ﬁt]oesntrn an tha f] ble to re-
slans 4: f eanhng to Paul’s words call them 'ﬂa 43:)5 R ther, e oraets
1S the 1 Jewsdﬁqn own - nt esens at once he for rves he

th ta
arked tecfose o?o%e ay and the sta
% a New one. H?nce the a vrcerg ettf Pt?rte t? et §E$ze Et?rss%gfé'”sé §|m||3?[n f%r
ematteorv\ntsrrglb _Mattgﬁt\)l\eltchthe offender7 ving uma boes n%\ nece/ssar
€ace. an Eyﬁ %D says 1 Peter 3. &hatte é:t We \\lrvv(everevrlrjen ?arg tgrrgce}n
that we a

11 YBr objective, then, is not to express
d& eAce With your protner, e Sens o not hold if arnst

ut to make’ the offender or bring it up agajn in t
Toj?tat end, It IS 8Stt0 avoroy harstors ture Wrtﬂthemattgrtlhugse tLed rtwou

an esurestes ay elicit 3 similar re-
son é)dt erﬁerson Proverbs 15 't?t be%}f i ”T(tﬁ”to 98%% tOUt enn er
29 11 a \I(UO avold exagogrerated com Veteg/ treaérn t% s thal Ph(newere
statemen ouawaer hi ro eros 17:9) True, It
never . uche ated comments 3 e tite for our re atrons
Pn[hrm to heat

ma cause him to medeesn/en

We may not en
i LR L
atterththasJe irhur Spe| Im as our Christian rot er and do_our
ey ? shout what  Pestto marntarn peaceful relations.—Com-

hatltgtxﬁx aﬁrlt?egtpe 0 er erson a%hance pare Luke 17:3

h §%Ian (sa%cetrsonsgrternatog% ﬂntthtﬁ W]E\?\? It Steemsh In]gprt)ﬁsrble to Forg{ve
a If 0thers sin agains
fe{roverbsl } ﬁ Iarns e In- }/that?n rctstherf sto?won
Sle% tﬂr]) etrnsag certarnyso s down his an- there s 1o acknow ent o0

a rt tO ass VEr
e i
S ‘%tésrtgg arg ﬁ ften W%ug[r)]tgsrogrgé hen e fgrgrve others, in what sense

- 151 hristi
B L e g Wtopqho o Loy i
suggestrons AN elp Us T reath appyg ¢ Bible’s advice oun
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does not forglve unrepentant, hardened sin-
nefs. g 10:26, 27) What 8Hout
Us? I |g tonthe cngtures sayﬁ

0 urt

ing, what happened to them, but refusi
togbe cotnsu FOP f]h é% tt(tﬁvaqOJh%

t f dt { rIhS nl}gtttltceerstuare ple]nten e(i7 r%su0 reﬁle a
lans are not. required. to forgive osew 0
ractice ma||c|o W|||fu| ? Wlt nq re- t/vere abIettY getonwith t elrfves—PsaP
en ance uc % e o ’S_enemies.
oume Christian W ]7When dawound ||s very deeR We
ena cmo xtreme un Ust, not succeed in competeyerau it fr o
t%?tc% eto"%rhe'”e"“ér”eaart enaShrand fgeer Ltr o B tonh oM it
IV W
who Is not re%entantE sa'ﬁI 1g22 ich * Lhe E]WI eothever tear rom
B Un erstandabl those who ha beent e|re san eath wi te” more, net
victims of cruel mistreatment hn ly ermwr m%ur nortou]cryhnor paln
hurt and an ¥ H wever recall t abho Q eve t|on hi aSte\?eVrev\Peah%g
H‘% '}? e e mentaan AR reme ratt attlm notcaus Us
% s, Watin o a0 GO urt, or pain tat may now uroen
gay at never comes, we gta ?e}t our partd | daat! o 8)’
ore n more Usel. 8 ing obsessed Wit Mean wem stltve an work to-
|n usttce ma e tean er seeth |n t‘)/ ﬂ
ect owt e o

to conttnue?turt |9 us WIS . the B|b
ad VI es: “Let anqer” alone and leave rage
Psam 3T ahSo eChn flans, ther

ave found at |ntmet erea eto
make a decision to or |ve| the sense of
ceasing to harbor resentment—not excus-

Questions for Review

O Why should we be willing to forgive
others?

O What type of situations call for us
to "continue putting up with one
another"?

O When we have been deeply hurt by
the sins of others, what can we do
to settle the matter peacefully?

O When we forgive others, in what
sense should we forget?
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e Fromttmetottme we sa%)om onﬁ
8n er a deveR hurt ‘one ano gr e
esus now that we woulg need to or
9|veot ers, “not, U tosevntl es, but, U
0 sevent seven mes Matthew 18:2
True g annot orﬂtve a5 Com ete asJe
0es. Yet 1l most cases Wnen our
rot ers uo a0ainst.us, we can or%w(e In
the sense ofo rcomtng e entmené
can forget In the sens 8 Tn t] g
matter al%tmst them Indefinite o, g
fut re. When we thus fo

ve and forget

e[lo [ESErVe N toﬁlI the peac 06 0 [

t|on uta peaceo

m|n wew hoal he

eacet ongour ovm Go Va
an provide.—Philippians 4.7

17 What comfo t|n ass rance oes Jeh

h’s
orde at eve atlon2 rovi e7a
eed t0 or |V|n
ealn SWI our ro hers an stlers
noth dsut agtal l_us In What sense
we orglve and forg owdoes



From Suco o

to Success

U TI STILlL r:eantbcellrer\T/]ee \e/\;tﬁvergt edr rthrs
P é\n ?ramei)r(r? (at ean |swl|Zeg
i

Tl
QOHOI’GS ang Jenl a

it ed. “WVe Tee
%%Sth}eatgvzvge(rreheerge m [ aqde Ieyi/choot

er to therr career
asmrssr nanes B tfrrst a t fraduatron

on e eY
ere ovrn co ns tatwou h
succee mt errmrssronary assign ents
The chairman 0 therprofg mwasT £o-
or Jaracz, a membe teGoveLmH

f—le pointed out that—a ong With t

Bet amily and re resentatb es of 4
o WaAc Tower ocle Cy ranches—
riends and relatives from. ada urog
Puerto Rico, and the U grte ft e
resent to assrire the students of their sug
Qve. Brot erJa acz ohserved

A el

g s Slf ?a)/Ff\{\é%BVOFS or ave e e
do

ursuin sc
Botentaﬂ ed | In contrast,
uates(o |ea wattey ave f
trained to do. They tea e the

Ro ert Eﬁrtler fr%m the Soc et s Brook

feg W
ortand their

I n office then Spoke on
Rulr ay SUCCESS uIQ I-fe exp arned tﬁat
1E nl N measure suc?ess In terms o
Inancial or o}ther (;Jgersona ain, what rea
matters Is how God mea [2S SLICCESS, Je-
Us” ministry was successful, not because he

essful Students
Missionaries

made

!]aro/ev NUMpers ofc nverts, but be-
cause a

% aithful n |sasrn ent.
esus br

remarner? | ncoﬁlon¥rnae o)\//a the worrrf
éJohn 3 17:4) These are things that

verBy ristian cjn do.
e Slayes to {AII Persans,” advrs
ert Pevy, orm amrssronar ‘f
ent. The'a VP/ aul Wasasu cess
ﬁronarY at was his, secret? emae
f a slave to al. 1Corrnth||an§ 3
W erex aing [A
uae Wrt that att tu e( wil Tnot vrewt
MISSIonary Service as a |n of career move
a step |n stone 10 more Important posl-
troHsrt rganization. A missionary oes
to nis %ssrn entwrt ust one motive—o
Serve, atIsw at aves do.”

Basing his counsel mainly on 2C fin-
transcaters3and G It 058 of
the G oernr exhorte he st
fo Ref ect LI s the G orﬁ/

e now

Vggﬁ of eG(rgmrn{A t tEat r Iumrnates
ristian when he irgn eart ore

ceive 1t. We reflect that Y reach-
In éhe good news and marnt r] % Ja

uct™ “A trm? h o
uate "he acknowledde W ensc ee

sanse r%l on Je ovah 1 W-
£ ongw noknta ma{/J

o nt |a s47 EC oran Iswor sre
orded at 2 Corinthians 4:1 Brother Losch
%Bea ed to the students: *

[ missjonary assignment. ntgtee%veOlﬂﬁ
Irror po?tgh (P{ ? d
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KarI Adanrr]s hae rlnnetmlbejr r?f tpe Gilead fgce
té e? %9 The ugstloﬂ f[e?gs not to
ods ocation. in the unhverse Ut to th 8
need tq consg%er de ova

n Icaéronso s rrectmRSV'e\ggornt an

[stress
esar ‘even personw 0 has

ong ¢
e oimagaoq

a)(daln142 God Peaodrf]ewere nee ne%

nce. Was the ggvort%wrra
r

aotrwvgase g\r/% s%rell or his
the sttr red G? sWor the ePn \Ber be
ca e clear. “Before th enétar ear
rtherﬁams ec are
Fen al at] tower Biple choo
a[rt Jehovah has certain besse
schoV\ior of missionaries sent out by that

Mark Noumair was the second jnstructor
to speak. (t 1S ta?i Rtrtm JIqow WrII
You Use Your aent7 eenc%ura%e the
stud ents g gythe rainin ad re
cerve at Gr d"as soon ast arrveh
th errnew aasrgGments “Reaclf out o ot
e sald. “Get nvolved. Be nxrous 0]
earnt ecustoms the history, the hu or
i) the country. The sponer o ean t
anguage, the better off you WI be.”

anlZ o In ﬁte%f]nrstr

iy étdu‘ttttt“whheatt o tgfat“trttsttt?r%nt%
Were asr to ﬂh con eatrons
% ¥ ae zean rgrnthe
Htea& tea% ttt'uv“ e v F°ﬁettt
s el o
ilate exgerrencés%he nad terad Wheny\n
¥ h

nessing at shoppin arkin
IV bhess rPrto%y on't epstree and
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%r#r\nNhoSuge hrn&v okre n-S
e.wio | rvea and Worke dg

t

" mgmhers of the 10%(5

to house. Some of them looked

gl

Frtronsterrrtory At ast ten ome%
studies were’ star (f and conducted \)/
class during the fi

months of thelr training.

Eem ers to outline ¢

g uates to consider t

Issjoparies
SO UCCESS

caaEJ S,Pda \ (r)ﬁrtarﬁ R/an
Commi te
the lessons th
nary careers
eg admonrshe t
Ir mrssronar

lgnment as comm rom e hovah a d to
eter Ineg tosc toteassrgnmen[L

Shgpg%ecre
Followin

ram IPatr?cwgs_ eprJa

| Invited Seven Branch

arned In their miss
of the class, T

spoke of the pasitive effects Gilea
”r]aé egf arrsaronarreg(havehaé on the wor

O

with

What heIEed these Br(anch Committee
nembers 1o Serve or decades as app pr?
uctrv% mrssrrf orked }

—.,—g.,-..,-..

arreﬁ ?
te] 0ca dters aF earne
T eX applied themselves to lear rng
ae an r%;e assona the arrve
1erras ents, T eg earned % rf
aptto al ¢ soms Charle

sen raduate of t

cF mrssr nary or b Vears
hare e secrets tat successful’ mis-

rrst Class
Class Statistics

Number of countries represented: 9
Number of countries assigned to: 18
Number of students: 48

Number of married couples: 24
Average age: 33

Average years in truth: 16

Average years in full-time ministry: 12



103rd Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row.
(1) Bunn, A.; Dahlstedt, M.; Campana, Z.; Boyacioglu, R.; Ogando, G.; Nikonchuk, T.; Melvin, S.
(2) May, M.; Mapula, M.; Lwin, J.; Hietamaa, D.; Hernandez, C.; Boyacioglu, N.; Sturm, A.; Melvin, K
(3) Thom, J.; Mapula, E.; Nault, M.; Teasdale, P, Wright, P.; Perez, L.; Shenefelt, M.; Pak, H.
(4) Murphy, M.; Campana, J.; Stewart, S.; Cereda, M.; Reed, M.; Perez, A.; Teasdale, W.; Pak, J.
(5) Stewart, D.; Wright, A.; Cereda, P.; Nikonchuk, F; Reed, J.; Hietamaa, K.; Ogando, C.; Shenefelt, R
(6) Murphy, T; Hernandez, J.; Nault, M.; Bunn, B.; Thom, R.; Dahlstedt, T, Lwin, Z.; May, R.; Sturm, A.

S|onar|es have learned: (1 Studey the Bible ~ After the interviews, one discourse re-
) uar% (2) study the [angua (3) be ac mained, Abert Schroeder amember of the
hve In emmstr @% {) eac vernln coseashlsteme ralth
the missionary home, vi a?/ Stewa o GodsWor Revea Pre-
nytoJehovah he student mﬁ essed CIOUS ems o Truth. mce Blil IS
of on by g gractlca advice the the rmub)val textbookofGllea Schoo the
cejved but gthe bvigus joy these sea oned students ﬁre interested 1n what he had
mlssmnarle have In J ehovahsservme As 1o say. Brother Schroeder pointed out that
Armando and P ﬁ“t It, “they are happy  when work on the New World Translation
when they are talki gaboutt elr lives.””  ofthe Holy Scriptures began 50 years ago,
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me anorn\ed members of the NewWorIE

e Trans atron Commbttee d\d HOt look for
the aﬁ roval o[ men out relie Hpont
uida eo holy spirit. (Jeremian’ 17:5-8

Ei

Wor(id Trar] Eiatron ? letter to t

RS, L%
I\Yeve Fo‘ th”e Transiatron Committee’
has onersro well.

Aftgr this talk, the students received
thelr glomas and t errassr nments we[]
announ ed to_the audience. ?sa toyc

Sq moment for the mem ers o the class.

ASaclass representa er read a etterﬁ g
reciation, Ry ad alum rnthierrt roat
ndte 15 in their eyes, Some of the stu-

L ad been pre arrn or mrssroriar
Wor rﬁrab éhat the
?ourse w e con ﬁ r]( gcrsh a

-speaking

ew had moved 10 Engti ongre-
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Where are we going?

Patrons tor rov err Co mnd of the
anguae thers move where there

eater nee Brongers frt erin
t]err own ¢ Bntrg/ gr abroad.. Still others
gre ared by read gexperrences oin
esgarth oy Angt %ret?/tsvrdeoca

sette nds of the h over and
over aFarn

Will'and Patsy, mentioned at t eoutset

ere overwﬁalnt/edr?) ﬁ v\)oersongl ters
ﬁtudens were “sho

rn even know us were ugr

taking qur pr ture. A embe oP

ernin odg ookour and and ar ere

rou ul Tﬁere IS Ho ou tab ut
3 nts oft 103r riass are er

% ve heen we tranF

[F ey Ve ead wr

I

rr]ecerve |t %
fo'make t rom.suc-

aﬁo € traPiItIOH
cesstul students to successtul missionaries.



Rich rewa

d
FOR SACRED
SERVICE

AS TOLD BY HARRY BLOOR

S

About a hundredyears ~ mygrand-
father was a staunch member ofthe Methodist
Church. He was also a respected lay preacher, who gave gen-
erously to support many chapels in Stoke-on-Trent,
Englandspottery town. Then he suffered hard times
financially. Tohelp Grandfather, myfather arranged
for him to operate a small village store. The store
had a license to sell beer, and when the Methodists learned
this, they immediately excommunicated Grandfather.

THER as furious, arhd vowed that | Learned Bible Truth
ou nevra ain

Ve e’yt In % In 1923, when | was 24, | moved east

to Nottingham and started courting Ma ry

?—I wﬁE Igion—and he
ord. e g Deen & polfcemen, but gte U vt Same 25 il avay n he vilge

camet ¢ Proprictor. O & 1ayer e etstone, southwest of Leicester
wa droygnL.upin [‘ gf Ijnt sm(LO father, Art hvr Restrhd ee e O1gan.
art nm |fe u dl Ist at a local chapel, but by this timé he
r(! es projiciently ecauseo ran Was an ardent B|bIe Student, as Jehovah’s
at% %earf Inluence ho er | retal eq Wltnesses were then known. Arth urwas al-
healt}/re ect ?or the %Y althoug Wa}/s talking to me about his newa
new Ittle about it. fal h—W|th scant SUCCeSs. Mymtee
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Scenes the

Prepared to share in the ministry in the 1920's

{%ntﬂle? Wea/etrrN enélagreo nredf)nm Mary’s.. In 1925 we hoth made our dedica-
noon P g % ph [a ect re a 1[0 ¥0 Jerqova% got baptrzenla anawere mar-
member f par e nt wﬁ s & ro ied

i rtr'essten'lnves(gect J eTﬁaC F Spiritual Blessings

ﬁgrégture krﬂtrrgue e Istr the CTehgrglcrt)or n% eag IB gs a§ ointed ser-

naregation.
trsts ref sed a request by the B- ead Wantedt meih? steps
B ggu%e 0] rep éoth qattacEyontTerr teco Hoogeurs an ecome Tull-time

mcen at this an(i] H evangelizers, bug It so ecame apparent
to hna anaterna Ve Iocatron fo gea g/ ary’s health would not ermr

{
Ly Sl BRI
el e, ] b

i e g KRS
SB cnaerpswe?n %%a B andbrﬁéla e aﬁwrt essing. and Startin Brglte stuares
When Frank Joee arr e rom Lercs ternrﬁhtwe % %r attendin
aring Bible truths with o

I
ter 10 éqe IVE the a \ seats were fak- ege%r Sors
S

len nother 7 ople were standrn nel .

ran earreasonrg mthe crrp Iwasan 1e qrneer andW rked rthafrrm

? o me, as |t ers tha mann ag ured sawmr |ne OIy W
sent. ttr)ratgrm on he Ie con-  Work Involyed extensive travg aroun Br

regatron dI s In a near ain, as well as In []ance an av”sua

eICester ex an edra It was afso the  accompanied me. These trips.a US op-

turning p0| in m;})llr—as we as N portunities to Witness ext nsrveP
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Foundatrons for Expansron

ﬁectn%&wrtnes

the coach on t

IS ers were

a recent rs ue
tocock we met n
ter mar et ace for

OUH atl HS
congre atronst at now exist in an

1926 n e och

aking conve
ndon’s A Iexan
e enn rrte]se}de?rctcgt
N eas%d the book

sot T
Ki ardBty

rn a eadrn ne

t e Watc To

Were p nted rn

an 1 000 hear
0000 0 coples
uentl distribute
N Serve to accelerate the preac-

Lar e Conventron Durrn Wartrme
roeout In e

rts erght German

t "and a nationwi
ce "Food was, scarce, an w
able was strrct
svery imited
these seemingly Insurmou ta

at was avail-
atione. Trans

we held a trve d%y national convention on
Selotem er 3
eicester’s De Montfort Hall was chosen
as the conventron srte because Lelcester Is
In the cenéer of En and As | was In the
timber trade, | Cfasa hle to gssist wrth the
constr ctron of advertising s gns also ar-
ranged local transportation for the conven-
tioners. B bHyrn tickets in agvance and
P_ayrng mare than the regular grrce we kept
elcester’s trams runni oeve on Sunday.
Because there were tr]es rictions on travel,
our gewasthat Rer MO?O Itnesses
couI ome. Imagine th Iw en over
eeate a]rd the wou be there!
But t 7 Lelcester crtr
78NS rn rnvrt to stay in_ their
NOMES. Agdrtrgnalz bout athousahdI ere
acriom tents erected In afie
miles fr econventr Site. am r?]e
on, aswe ca ed It, cause qurteastr int
communr
Large whrte tents were renteg to be used
for co ntrﬁ epar ments an to ccon-
mo ajet o]e owcroy)v When it
h termrne t trn the rrsght moon-
grt the tents mrﬂ ht serve as a target
Nazd ombers, they were. ft cdm-
uflage Tewar] and esp ecra%/tenon
artrr t ofteWrtnesses It, was.a
atter o Pu IC concern Hundred% If-
neﬁes we gat the time in L|orrson or their
- ase posrtron on neutrality. —saiah

T e Sunda Prctorral of Se% embﬁr 1
19? (H) 6 It1s an aitonrs Ing thin
I ﬁ(ec#)le most lylyotrng srt)en
awee ta about refl ron Without
ntronrn tewa exce tas side Issue.
e Wieher e, Witreses bl a
nea fl o[}t em, sme8000 Wererncon
centr tron camps
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ere orter dde gh Yes the Nazis
are eee t the Witnesses

mg tte a out them except to
seItr Irsten to speeches.”
t}tewspaper comments about US Were gen-

ne ative, an ggose{s even resort-
ﬁ t vroence in unsuceesstul atéem t0

R Qi Sonventon. Ve %gnruobré gﬁe

e %anrsatronwassmoot
and erficient
We Were ccused of ernfg resgonsrble for
hecrg clgarettes. . But
| l\/Iar exp)

or su

g N?rt er Leices-
er nor the Tobacco ontro< er can com-
ant atWrtness sare smo

P I's clgayettes. The IH?OEE Lel(i
%p : SR e et |

ETOU? tmost 0 th%xrpr:gsrlﬁqeratrons WI'[K

en} act, 3t|t e en convetion,
e e
hdoerr% eescontrﬁbutron In those trme/ _?tc
onvention provided a great spiritu-
il 4 hrtfrttfnantﬂ*G%O?Pw'gt%ﬁ?'”
¥ of

0 fes
g A
sentat POI% v

ages wit phonograp pre-
The principal talks of the conventionwer
re orgpri ﬁtdao h 8re l0us mont T
fa % ered at the fi a convention q

ova Witnesses in ous Missqurl,

L e(irﬁrcl:r)tlrenngft(tre?(rﬁrt e\rNathéthr
vention %h
0 |mgi)rt

arntoreh.t s
Was reigase §

Louls, a special paper-
back edition was later produce!odp In Brrrtgrn
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ord’s ta

: “0?8 tn%rw th OVE E
ttness ecré 4ow

hA of t was sent to all the children who
ten ed the convention.

Leicester’s Unrﬂue Annual Meetrn%
Etertewar e growth of mg

roclal Brtarnw marvelous!

N ericgeé te hlag nrlomnet[) ?gncoﬂg %3%/
an ua?me trn the aC 655 gtﬂ
an Tract Socl ty in Leicester in 198 As

overseer of °|_elcester a?] soonh
reﬁ)_a trons including hiring the
all again,

] |reen em ersofthe Goverping Bod
came %e Societ sEroo Yyn egoy
total of

rters or BOCC&SI
ate —

wor arn o t| rom j‘ﬁun etue
drtorrum ri)rtrona d h

proqram atanea rhy ssemblﬁl
r Schro]eder who Rad ha over-
“?h Of the Tower Soclety’s %agecsh

ce In Longlon during ou War
ter conv ntr es de annual
meetrn at he conven-
tion, B t er as ed "How many

&VZ rt/@lftt eu Sattr(r)he ceN %Fs{)[t i eeqtr ha]qd?
tﬁreun on fara Ey%n ait
lo Iones e exclaimed. Indeed it was an

U orgettab € EXPErience.

) it G B
Ve p F a& h | now.do S0 sit
i (Zttf\ ke naatfju
to esowel carer?%r% [phxsrcg

Br;rr’\rhua I)é 0%5 htga he gﬁgsrtoar tt)S |mzose
8dage It%ve foun hat hav\f\rlt p[nhg[o
0 in°sacred service has alw %g_geen rich
rewarding.—1 Corinthians




s all complaining bad?

What annoKances are more painful
than those of which we cannot complain?
— Marquis De Custine, 1790-1857.

R two year sheh dendured sexual né] Jnﬂ]tsh%uldtq com lain? Ifg P{
arassment afe ow ee. eé (f ould they hope fo reI|e or Wou
ma e ma ters Worse?

rot sts resu d Inverba a use an

q? % Lh ‘ e pent- ugsress om algts I{ke these an others are

ectl er %th uf what could she do? co mo today, [Ivin (a PQ/(V] na
|m|z} astu ent who a een at er ect% %ess an| eal worl
top 0 |scasi Was expe ed ecause |s omplaining runs t gamut fOm express-
consmenewou qot rml é Ing passive displeasure, qrief, pagn or r(i-
art ?1 Fmaru -arts drilfs requ Je X fet ent over some situation toa ?rmal

e school. Both Telt that they had been  legation against a party. Most people preter
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to avoid complaining and confrontation;
Yet must one always keep silent? What 1S
he Bible’s view?

Bad Effects on Oneself and Others
There IS no dorabt that a chropic com-
lainin |r|t IS amagrn% and 1t Is cop-
emne ? omplarner will
rrngrf) srca and sprrrtua damage to
d vexation to those who are
t e su }nect of his oom arnts Referrrn%
to a complaining wife Bible prover
says; “A Ieakrng roof that drrves one awa
In" the da of a steady rain and a co-
tentr us_wife are comparaole.” gProverbs
b Comp Iarnrn? Irected against Je

o or one of rt)?r ISions |s partic-
arl culioable Whe enatron of Isra-
el cof g ed about the miracul ous manna
Provr ? during their Qr{ear Wi derness

rek, calling 1t “contemptil bread e
vah sent Porsonous Serpents to punish ae
disrespectful complainers, ana many died.

—Numbers 21:5,

Further, fesus counse]led his fohowe'
not fo complain a ?ut “the straw” of faults
observed 1n qur fellow humans, but to be
well aware of the larg er rafter” of short
comrngs that we ourse ves have. (M % atth ew
:1-5 nafrmrlar veln, raulc demned
ugn L orm of complaining) another

Inexclsable . . . inasmuch g you that
{ r? gractrce the samethrns "These cau-
1011S

0 avatt'etttgh%t‘ iy bt antt%teve”t
oping a complaining spirit—Romans 2:1.

Is All Complaining Condemned?
Shoul ? Wwe conclude, en that all torms
of complaint are to be con emne& e

O

o

(_)

should not The Bible i n]drc tes that there
are. ma V\y Injustices in the tlawed world In
which we live that rrghtly call for correc-
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tion. Inan illustration, Jesus made mentign
of an unrighteous Jud%e Wwho be%rud ingly
meted out'justice to an oppresset widow so
that she would not *keep coming and pum-
mehnrq !hrmg to a finish.” gLuke 18: 182 In
some Fespects we to may have 1o persist in
our complaints until wrongs are rectified.

By encouraging us to Erray for God’s
Krngdom fo come; did not Jess call on us
to recognize the deficiencies of this pres-
ent world and to ‘cry out’ to God for g
remedy? (Matthew 6:10) When “the cry of
complaint” about the Wrckedne?]s of ancient
Sodom and Gomorrah reached nis ears, Je-
hovah sent his messengers fo “see wheth-
er they [acted aItorTrether according to the
outcr a/ overrt and 10 bring about a reme-

(Genesis 18:20, 21) Tothe relief of those

W 10 had complaied to him, Jehovah sub-
sequently rectified the situation by destroy-
|ng the two cities and their immoral inhab-
Itants.

The Christian Congregation

Should it be different amang brothers
within the Christian congregation? Though
imperfect men and women, Christians are
eamestly endeavoring to serve God in peace
and unify. Yet, situations will arise amon
them that %rve cause for a measure o
comPIarnt and that call for a remeqy. In
the Tirst century, a situation argse In the
congreoatron 0 anornteol ones shortly a
ter Pentecost. Many newly converted rrs
fians remained I’ Jerusalem for further
Instruction and encouragement There was
a sharing of available food supplies. How-
ever, “amurmuring arose onthe part of the
Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew-
speaking Jews, because thelr widows were
being overlooked in the daily distribution.”
Rather than condemn these complainers as



trouplemakers, the apostles took action to
rectify the situation. Yes, aust complaints
made"with due resFect and in the proper
sprrrt will be humbly listened to ana_acted
8 n by those who have oversrght in the
congregation.—Acts 6:1-6; 1 Petér 53,

To the Proper Authority

Did you note from the above gxamples
that complaints should be made In the
Eroper spirit and to the proper authority?
or, examﬁl
plain to t
den or to a ea bout one’s srca all-
ments. S0, t twoudbe Inapp rrate 0
complarn about some situation erth I insice
or outside the congre trontoapersonthat
had no authority or ability to he

In most Iands todaz there are courts and
other appropriate adthorities that can be
appealed to In hopes of gaining a measure

e, it would be paintless to com-
e poIrce about a heav tax ur-

E | d € I S iisten to and act upon just complaints

of r%lref When rthe student mentjoned in
ornnrnr}; the article took his com-
pIarnt 0. court, the judges ryled in his fa-
vor, and he Was reinstated with an apoIo y
from the schoal. Srmrlary the female wo
er Who was sexua harassed found reIref
through awor Ing- omensunron he re-
cetved an apology from the school board.
Her employers took steps to stop sexual ha-
rassment.

It should not be e]x ected, however that
aIIcomp aints will have ¢ esame qutcome.
Wise King Solomon realrstrca |y observed:
“That which is made crooked cannot be
made strar%ht Ecclesiastes 1 [)We do
WeI to recognize. that_some mat Te

rP d(rQaYrerrte wait for God to rectity in his
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The Ten

Commandments

ENGLAND'S bishop of Gloucester discoy-
ered that more than half the clergymen in
his diocese could not repeat the Ten Com-
mandments and 10 percent of them_did
not know where to find them in the Bible.
But that was 450, years a0 Has the situ-
ation improved sifice then? Hardly—as a
recent unda

An rcancer ymen revealed,

f the 200 clerics interviewed, onl
34 percent could cite all Ten Command-
ments Among the rest, one felt they were
t00 negative, and another dismissed them
as not being relevant to modern moral
challenges.

Do you know the Ten Commandments
or where to find them? They are recorded
in Exodus, the second hook of the Bible
the first 17 verses of chapter 20. hy not
read them? Here is a simple way to group
them. The trrst four relate to odr worship
of God the tr th hr hlights famrg Irfe
Fum e}r]ssrxt roug rneconcern grre
ationship with our fellowman, and the

Times random survey of

tenth is unrrrue causing us tq search our
own hearts, to check odr motives. Here is
a rref summary of how Christians might

|oyt e é)rrncr
|rst ive our Creator exclusive devo-
tron econ Do not use rmages |n Wor-
Third: Awags rﬁspect and . digni-
f Gods name. Fourtn: Allow timg¢ to
concentrate an storrrtual matters, without
distraction. Fifth: Children, resgect %our
parents. erth Do not murd er event
Avorﬂ adultery. Elghth: Do not steal.
Ninth: Tell the truti. Tenth: Shun covet-
OUSness.

The Ten Commandments were part of
the code of laws given to Moses. But the
principles they embody are timeless. (Ro-
mans 6:14; Colossians’ 2:13, 14) For this
reason, Jesus’ followers quoted from and
referred to the Ten Commandments (Ro
mans 13:8-10) How much P pler—and
safer—life would be today if all respected
(alnpoelsrved by these divinely rnsprred prin-



