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WOODEN sailing

ship with three

masts and two
decks approaches the
shores of what is now
Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
U.S.A. The crew and the
101 passengers aboard
are exhausted from be-
ing at sea for 66 days.
Seeking to escape religious
persecution and economic
hardship, they have made
an arduous journey across
the Atlantic Ocean.
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Signing of the Mayflower Compact

con thﬂ 0

B? rtqearly
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cardrogérlmona \7 resuscitation untjl the
R [ IcS arrived. Thex rP nt 40mrnutea
rn%the man. But whe Xre ueste

ensatory time to comp et the exam,
the ar official turnea them down.

There is Flso the matter of punrfhmené
for criminal activity. Economrc analyst E

benstern points ut: ™ rimes never
result n an arrest Man o tose arrest-
ed aren't prosecuted. M X?nvrct%are pa-
[oleg. Exgected [{Junrshme t romt e crim-
GO % 8 QR oot
concq de/s that ag otentraflbur tfar W¥I es
cag imprisgn entm re than b8 ercent
the time.” The low yisk of punishment leads
to more_crime and crime victims.—Eccle-
slastes 8:11,

In many lands, rrﬁh mrnorrt% keeps get-
ting richier, while the poor masses (t
economic % %rce Such rrHustrc Rrev?s
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fnnic goun

% X, orL
gion have little opportunity to better their
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[ TUSTICE is the dreat interest of man on earth,” noted American
Istatesman Danlel eser And the Bible states: “Jehovah Is a
lover of | ustllce1 0(Psalnt @Made n tge likeness of GGod, the
flrst humanc ge ad godlly atfributes, including a sense of justice.
—Genesis 1:26, 27
The Scngtures also speak of ‘pegple of the nations that do not have
|aw d0|n% y nature the things of the law," They thus, “demonstrate
the matter Of the law to be written in their hearts, while their con-
science IS bearing witness with them arhd between rt]he|r own thoughts,

acc jd ven

xc se o gﬁ(

um ns een owe with the

acu t}g consu nce—an nner

ene fn an wronPS |ear-

|\D_I_ ADQEAI\/I %tenee OrjUStICE innate

% Iry associated wjth the
need for'justice IS man’s est
for happjness, torW Psalm 106?declares ltll%) are tpoeobse d
stice, doin ”ﬂ teBusnessaIthe OHne + though, has man no

een able torl g aoout a Just worl

Why Has Man Failed?
basic t}eason fPr faildre fo achieve a gt worlg Is the bIemLh
we fiave mperited from our first parents, Adam an Yg
ex ains: “Thro Hgt one man sin e tered Into the wor and
hus d eat rea cause the

in, an
mgneg R masSlg ebbf mIsh IS §in Tﬁdpthch createdfaufe
Adam and Eve decidedto r ainst od% rpaf ﬁmseves
smner GeneS|s rlr ec use or this, they lett to their chil-
rent e legacy of sinfu Wron ten encies.

Are ot hpe sonaltytr% reed and rejudlce the qutwork-
Ings Q SI ten encies? An se tralts o co nbute t0 INJus-
tICSI ewor ree |s at the rooto de erate envhon
menta ses nd ec?nomco re33| n Preju dtce '3 certatnl be
hhntc stn e an racla anUSth traf]t also Induce people o roD,

LA

Vi IV XErcl u|
ofte ?!gﬁc use ot1 rsm?ul |nc natlon i % %rﬁselq
confesse ood that | wish | ono ad tha do nQI
WIS ISVW ct| qe(% sontoe amthestruga an/g
rea th tinthe [awo ac ordln tq the man Tam within. but

d gmem ers another aw i alnst the aw tmy
m|n and leadling me captive to sin’s awt at sinmy mem ers.
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aemeJ é:[onf ICt. %%?at IS y INJUSLICES occur S0
1qhe guman way of rulin as also con-
rrbdu f0 mdtistce th qrr neveg
there are laws as well a osewhoe
orce them. And there are, o cours
ﬁ courts. Cert some rrn
tou san

%Romans { - Wwe today have the

sge/e taflteh ere qsu iﬂg?

mosstu?at5 er\r/aerﬁ%g Sa;;ors rnvotvevr? [ therr

i ure iemrﬁ points Out: w]ell

now 0 Jehovah, that to arthling man
es not Eelong It doe notg%e ong 0]

fmw 0is walk vento jrec ||sssmg
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b
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nessAf P% e controls hewo mus
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Doefer this mean that injustice is,in-

evitab P ﬁuman socrety ISa fust world an
Impossible dream?

A usﬁWorIgaRealrt —How:
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% era |catetec Uses of in ?]trge
utwho canu ro oaw an or

tan hrsruers k}) ear
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n N ac
leréjargeta ehova

cerning him, t e states: T e Roc
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erfect is his activity, for all hrs S are
rHstrce A God oP ta}th{ ness Wi hvhom
Ie | no Injustice: §2q eou an prrp0
IS he.” (Deuteronom e{nro V-
eror ustice,” Je ovhwa tsman dtoen-
joy rna just world —Psalm 37:28
ea ng of God%arran ement to bring
ab% worI?] the apo tIe Peter wrot
There re new. heavens and anew eart
atw are wartrn accor n 0] |suoNo“1

eanr e teousnes IS

? E %th n&theav nsp are not

ewrr]) srca hea ens. eouer
evesperect an W% Dbring. m

1& new heav-
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ane 3) net %od made rt
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S
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All traces of injustice will be erased in God's promised new world

totmsle e nafjons an ore Revela- |n .mankind from sip onteb is of Je-

ron2 %jth I‘ence ench ned Sa ransom sacr Thefu atron of

nonma rn wr eno eater ant at rs rovrsr erate obe umans
rérlsovr\} (:F Comnata srnan

arbn ero ajust Wor hg d‘ ere In aJust World

ett? usand years S fan er ecrus

Thin|< of what Irfe will be Irke W;

out of existen e—Reve ation 20 d? [UIE. Crrzte and violence Wé

What hough, of rnherrted fsrn7 Jehovah [nas Proverbs 221, 22) Gong
hasaﬁ o vided fhe as&sh orfiorooting B SCOMMIE JjUstce, 16, 7
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eliv Worfd

erfect human_life as the ransom ee of injusgice. (Acts
%r mgnkrnrq1 —2 Cor?nthran5514 18eter1 éthI enhmg{fgﬁtﬁ 3dC 4Elglrna?rueeg‘z¥
Jes%s rea)nesr%rlrsrlsacrLfrc b benef6rt érs even r?ngB:}eFthajst?gtrr%Se 5, Siilgﬁ zfzg rrstT will
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ised_ Just wo 500N Hecom are
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th eairnln[ﬂ qurres of us.—

Pve Ive of Wat é ISSuIn
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Despite trials

CLING

0 YOUR FAITH!

“Consider it alljoy, my brothers,

whenyou meet with various

EHOVAI-t [%eo[nle serve ShIS |tness
s with him an r\ ah
Deut?rononR/ 8:47: Isa 0 Te
1S_althougn t e}; are eset
tna Despite their ardsh
com ort rom th words: Co S|der| a
tW| van

rot ers, w en

tras nowm Ry ot att steste
quat ofyou fatt WOrks out en urance.”
2Tha st te ent enned in about
62CE En n(]tsu t(a %aﬂ brot
[of es sC rist, é ark 6 James Wa an
ertnt e Jerusal on rgatlonl a
he Cephas Peter n ‘Sseeme to
Illars™—stronq, xe S rterso
econgre ation. Ga t|ans hen the
fsueo Clr um 1510 came e agos

tles and the oger men” |n a ou
James ma |pt soun ro osaI
cts ttrst cent ry gov-

tha ws%deopte
3AS a concerned s%mtual shept]er

erning oo

\Jsv%%se[]bs Sw; pn)ea zaen ?pgtb;n %tlas
ere hen Tacl 9 gvere frials

mg of Some require readjustment for they

|te what] do Jehto ah’s p7eople serve him
Hq ﬁ/ atatnsdkvr\tlewn Ja(B/out ewrtter of the letter

at ere Some oft roblems fau flrst
centur H) ge%

greategt benre |It|atl}om t% it ca

ter 0 ame
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—JAMES 1:2

were shom Wq vonttsm to the |ch For
anum er, worshi wasa ormalt

Some were ca {t armw e|r nru
fongues. Awo s mtwas av amad-
|n e ects weren |t at|e

a erfu lnfa smtua ss a

gertaln C ns lans. T ett)er of
ames ad éses such maitters inan u,o atj Itg

(n way, and hys counsel IS as Bractc
aV as |t was In the first cen(s r¥ F[W
will benefjt greatlz |fwe corlf his letter
as one Writtén to Us personally
When e Experience Trials
4 Jame shows us how to |ew trials.
amesll Notment| n|n 1S amtytte
fods on, he h umg |me
aveo ando the Lord Jesus Christ.
James wntes to “the J ebve trihes” (ﬂ %lr
Itual Isyael “scatfered about,” mttta;(/3
cause of ersecutton ( ts 8:

tians 6:10; 1 Pete AsChnstlans wetoo
are nersecute “meet WI vanous
Omals But |f We rem1e ItF]er that |rta S €n-

red ftren%v en our faith, we WI con3|
ertta;ox hente&gat Us. | W eh
tam our I teqnt}/ od during tnast
will bring us1as mg happiness.

IR P il s e
ij\nrge)ng nenlr:lg Ie ng omames porttono tﬁ ? ﬁ]

4. How should we view trials?



50ur tri éals include deersnl

cimankln [ examp oor ma
8ue us. Go |s not no erformm
ﬁus Cures, ut e ns our ers

or the wisdom an rt|tu

de wgth [ Hess Psa 1}13 We aso

o0 Wimessen t?%%hova @e i ReeHh
eerg fe esuc ess{n va gndure
such Flas our alt Hrov%

one of “tested d when our alt

eco ﬁ
triu hstls orks out e ce " Fait
megpeW |%t{on er through tnaPs Wﬁphelp s to

Ure futdre tests
6“Byt” sa? amefs enduranehave
its work complete.” If we a owatrlai<
|tscoursew out tryin toendltch X

nsc t ra means enaurance
u [(p ma I SCO teas rISt ans

nOtesa %mg Wea ness e slhse Ifsa tL
L Ve e
ﬁ P lﬁ Prag ebgu that pro a\em and
the act (! n% with ?ur prz%yers We
et e g%em%m%hh -
an%ntg to God.—Genesis @ 79 1Connth

ommon

The Quest for Wisdom
7JarR83 ShOWS US Wlh t gotﬁgllf do not
Jeh h (ﬁflnot repgoach us far ?a?_l
|n ﬁoman raymgla?r It In faith. He

w ustovewat 0 andto
enteHhe ht ; c; ﬁtureg may tPe (P ?Jeg

Ble s Y. Events maneeul\?elﬁeré %roughngods

S LT AL e et o
8 rﬁ 0gS sen uranc ﬁave Its w%rk c?(m
R/Iete and whaé Ipraet aI steps can De ta

we are unde
ﬂhw may we be he'ped to deal with trials?

" providence may en ble ust see what we
4 a‘aﬁ ! ajm uuaﬁunass !

When under trial, exercise faith in Jehovah's
power to answer prayers

We_mu close to and hIS

e.—Proverbs 1
E ?vah g[ants us W|f<dom 10 ¢0 ? Fﬁ with

tri 0n asKI ][
ou tin ataI doubter i lbea Ve of
the sea.drl Tnb the wind and OWB out
g[ Icta (Yvewerethat nsta Ies(n
Itually, We shou otsupﬂose;]atwew
[)ecelve anyt mg om Jenoya Let us not
decisive” and “unstea fay [ or

e
nother S, | nstead ﬁe ha
ﬁseéao%/ah V¥ﬁ¥ Source of nhsu om. V—Proverbs

ura

RICh andt Poor Car]Ic Exutlt o
ven I poverty is one of our trials, le
us gar in F?nlné ¥hat both ric andI poor

do we. have. reason for exultation as Je-

E Why will a doubter receive nothing from Je-
vah’s worshipers?

THE WATCHTOWER- NOVEMBER 15, 1997 9



mm

Christians can exult, (Jan|e31911g Before  fro r%/ng in the suns“burnln] e]at”
becoming Jesus’ followers, most ”lw answea Ith annot Ier} |sl|(§$e

nointe
ones had little materially and were looked ;1 9. Matthew ?I aay
down upon by the world. (1 Corinthians L hlepursum%hls %sof sin
usiness. Hence, th e| ortan m\%vels 0

26) But they Could exult over their “exalta-

Al o e
Versely, T W

were once honored expen)e/nce hﬁmﬁlatlon Matthew 6%3 1T|motﬁy 6:17-19.

as.Christ’s followers hecause of being de-
spised by the world. (John 7:47-52; 12:43 Haplgchre Those E”dU””%T“ﬂ

00r, We can e e y only if
) As Jehovah's servants, however, all ofUS e end ure §a|g L))

can exult because worldly wealth ang high
standmgfamounttonot i com aredtotﬂ i s 't ou}tam mtac wec

be pronounce or i ere |s 0
spiritual riches we enjoy. And how grateful w at 151 % T
We are that among Ug %nere IS N0 pﬂace for ingt enfalgn unto deatn it i4gottgn
pride as to social”status!—Proverbs 10:22;  Chyistians. receiv: ‘tecrow of |ife

Acts 1034, 35. mortalilt in th e%ea en (Revelation 2 ]]
D James helps us to seethatour life does Conn hlans 15:50) | ehave earth
not depend on wealth and worldly achieve- o&e? amtamP d, We ca
ment, Asaflowersbeautycannot prevent it orward to ever astmg fe onapara ISe

10 ng should a Christian view material tlolth\e/\llh?aleﬁelﬁhﬁ]gros ec}st}‘?gltnose who cling
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earth. (Luke 23:43: Romans 6:23) How ood
Je rrrovarr 0 a%l who exercise fa 12 Rth n h
Dlst ggssrbethat Jehovah hi selftrres
us with adversity? should Ho say:
| am being trie 8/ " Jehova |snt
trying to indyce us to commit si butr
to'help us an grveustestreng nee
endure trials if we remain steadfast In art
Philippians 4:13) God Is haly, sohedoesnot
lace us In, crrcumstancest at would wea
nour resistance to wronﬂdo At we
ourselves Into an nhri dv atr n%n co -
m| some er we should not

evrh ﬂs God cannot etrred Hor
oes he himselT try anyone.
vah ma permlt a trra t0 drscrplme us for
urgoo e does not try us with evil intent.

elrews %2711 ) Satdn mav tempt us to
Q wrong, but God can delrve us from that
wicked one.—Matthew 6:1
BWe need to be pr erfuI because a Cer
tain situation ma g rise oawron% e-
srrethatcouldrng $ 0 Sin. James Says:

one |s trie ern rawn o%t and
entrced by his own désire.” We cannot
God for ?ur Sin |fwe have let (?ur heart dwell

|ame

8ns|nu esire, | fnot smrssawrong
esire |t ecomes er%e ISnurtured int
" When sin Is

heart, and “gives hirth to sin,
aeco heg |t rrn sfort death.” Ob-
vrou wene our earts d re-
sist siful matr ns Pr verbs423 Cain
vvas are that sin wa out to over ome
him, ut edrdnotresrst Genesis 4:4-8
then, what If we are e |n ing t%) rja
an unsc |#tural course? tywes
8rate hristian elders try to rgadrust
s 0 that we do not sin against God—G
[atians 6:1.

12. When experiencin rsit should
We not say: )1pan% berjna rredp '%OW !
r]iesrrebat can happen If we do not reject awrong

14We shou that Jeno

r
t'hgmeosurce né)éf fam%ssa?%ﬁresseqs? o

God—The dSource of Good Tgrngh ’

b
ever oV [S” and Shows
an% eﬁ%cltspr?e]serrérwfeh va ve% 9tua V%

e B
1om G0

0 %Sf} i i aarraer
elesti %s—tesun emoneh
Sav%rr Ly S
[van (5) n? etesuntatmakess
onty &t hiih o ” i Gor ts alva sa%t'ﬁré%”e”
mjgrovrdng What Is gQ? e Wi W?
S D
hrou%ENrsr\Nor% lrjiqﬁ %ar hPuIarPrP A

e atea? eg eofGodsfne
|
TheY)\r ort |rrtuals 39 H
00
ose exﬁerr

spirit, W qqrénc n t%tlQﬂW
rst

Mews, or “w ?
ncing a spirityal birth are “cer
ruits; crr sen rom amon mar
%/en om %ndp sts eve tron
B hsra éarle Irst ?ﬁrtr?a ere
Rnsan Hrvﬁ e hen Je-
suswsres rrected 8 %errn of
owea oaveson e ay qf Pe

n cs
? sRmt oue othv \t
ceust e; (Y caserus ould

S Oﬂt elrs “cer-
|r { e“S at I ave aN.

rn-
e errrrrrffrF :
803§b9e Under %rn%%orpnarﬁleever asting |
L4, | wuhat sgnse can it be said that Gods gifts

% \ﬁﬁat IS one of Jehovah's finest gifts?
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Bea ‘Doer of the Word’ badness from heart an% mind heIPed s t0
r{nesst e implanting of the

Our}/\/let er we are ex errencrn trbals of acc(ep Wt?ﬁnHIFACSlHl ing of e

IS0 tnh ”%A @V\ar?rres] 11 %5 V\SIEne to hNow ong We hav bee Chrrstr must
8 swr§t Ing’ %od)s 3 e H?ettrnt%Nrﬂore crrBturafité ém)errn
In obﬁ le Foerso It. gfo %4 Onte lnus Bec seby od’s spirit
otHer aan ot us ow aboyt spea mantedwo 0 uce the ne 8
1ca5% 2v3§ ouar eur ﬁrov gearhas that attains to savatron—E he-
rer[) Sto e}n&rc sa that o¥rr trr %r ]8How owe sEow that the word is ou
ate wg e also counse dto dn By erngr t‘rent doers? te %
abou wath ﬁor man’swia W 06S no(s no S on uke

work out God’s ri teousness (an ered ers” frve art that p[]o t&es SUc works
W ats meone as et gw] 0 nso as zeaous a?trvrt In.the Christian minis-
% t vor avr clive re esians 4 g ndre irar Fg rtrcrEatron In meetrngs of
7) Awrath grrrt cause S rf % ngo ﬁ hS Hebrews
Rro san n atria hers can ﬁ A mere hearer of t e word 'S
ot produce w Ath In ourn%hteous od eamnlookrng IS natural face in
re Ires of us. Besr es abun an rrror etaksa then s an
sceerent we e sormeag out what may e neeged to cg
an our proth rs an srsters Wi awn rec tatﬁ earance 0ers.0f fne wo
to us—rover car stud an one %ods ner ec
T\ surel need obe free of rIthr aw, W ICh over ert urreso
ness —ever mwet eno 1S

promovt\easvtv ahlfﬂ er ztolt?lsnsr%%\?esr t\)rg% r@ns& Esf‘ﬁtgeoree ?ave ent to sin anrsg BV?E
/%ﬂaniggi/sn)? ;Ide Sﬁ]ear out ofo r9|fe ay.un- e

S Corinthi
[:1; 1 Peter 1:14-16; 1J00nn 19 Removaﬁ
‘19 E ould we be éwrft a]bgut hearing but

StO e OEtUS ersist rnt
Ct aw qonstanta/kscru |zrn

th] Rers %ft 8 wor%

t thi
o g e e B e

spea In Much More Than Formal Worshipers
WMWWWWWMPwWMHMMWw
rmality games 1 §W may. t nK
{ We'are acceptable o maFwo
How Would You Answer? 883 t}ova but rP is estimation o'tﬁ
0 What will help us to endure trials? g 43 On[éssgg%[ugeﬂa\x/ counh p %u%”%(t) |8H3
=) Despite tials, why can Chvistians l¢'the fongue.” We woull d%cervrng our-

Ha¥vare

[0 What does clean worship involve? 06s Ce

O How can we be doers of the word? \}Vg)r H8 §0i?0?nnenvgh\,8 IOS 8”6{ Soa h aerrerfOf fhe
SOme examples 0

Rty

ed worsh



selves if ethfo ‘ tGoglsgleEﬁedWlth spot from the world " unrightequs human
our worshi w slan erot ers, tell lies, ar sou%tx ying in Satan’s power. (John 17:16;
MIsuse ¢ tﬂ gue In other ways. (Leviti-  1John 5107 Let usther fore remain free of
cus 19:16; Fpnesiaps 4:2 S,l,lr9| We ono,t, the world’s godless, con ucrl ?ot at we ma
want our “form of worsfip” to” be “futile glon Jehovah and be useful in his service.
an unacce ta e to o ran)( reason. =2 Timothy 2:20-22.

h James dogs no te CVery as- 2 The'counsel of James that we have con-

glec 0f|C|ek o sastﬁa i siered thus far should help us to endure

“eg”?ﬂb'”ﬁaaone ga%{‘ansa“zu‘)""f%s trials and cling to our faith, It ought to
?‘ helghtenoura reciation for the loving Giv-

Oh” 318 eChr|st|an ONGTEBation "¢ cood oifts, And the words of AMeS
28 (A0 & Jnferestn owdmé’ ? ,}8{; el ki cean v Vihat e

b A
does he bring to our attention? What fur-
t 0?@;??@%%%8 ré)}atge\,vvﬁyﬁom% },t 8'”8 ther ste{Js can we take 1o prove that we have

whet wa cato lP] them S[ilrl'[u Iy and  true faith in Jehovan?

mateyially. (Deuterano Ef8 Clean 91 1 connection with the letter of James, what
Wors[np |S0'means “toq(]zep oneself without %urtllaer questions merit our consideration?

Faith moves us

TO ACTION!

“You behold that [Abraham’slfalth worked along with his works
and by his works hisfaith was perfected. "—Iames 2:22

a
as [ifeless as a corpse. “Faith, If ? m)mrﬁt us to app od’s Word”
it does not have Works IS dead |n itgA Ove Us to action.

wrote the disciple e also
that God frearein Abra aﬁa agr?al th Waﬂ Fséé%rﬁlsvr\g Ng&ecé)erﬂ %tgbllcgj};/hvnh FGaldhand
f

dalon th IS orks (James
2‘% W at S|ggnv¥|cance such WOk %ave gh”?g‘é‘ﬁé’vﬁ'o V'\],ﬂomhﬁ gg%'r%%“év%%”a%%
Ifwe have truefmw e will not, %ust be- Ch[r)|s a%t leg] aa]rSUaz q rel_cigg]rcee Oadra%g

Ileve Wha We hear at Chiistian meet 3.4 How should faith affect the way we treat
1, 2. How will we act if we have faith? others

ANY say that they have faith in ~ We will give_evidence of faith becaus
M gt mere professed a|Ith |s actlvg Witnesses fJ(ejaovah esmaltffg
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Esks “You %re not holding the. a|th of MercX Exults OverJl%dgment
ord Jesus hns ongr with acts of 6lf we unmercifully show favoritism,
voHtlsm are you?” | cﬁ ich Unbe |everW|t ar? awbreakers. Ja es 2:10-13) By ta mg
go N sands lendid aments came to a alse step.In this reqarg, we eome
meett as an vmg po endeys against all, of o 5 %ws Israelites
an Infi w ot |n% cP shou who |dn t commit adulter ntwhowete
ebeen e recelve at en |eves ame trans [essors of the Mos |c
t|onwas bein shownt th% ns |a e are Fed
Were grven, Seats * ma ace herea ree% nt srae mt
g L eheverswereto stand or to Sit newcovenn vmg |t awmt elr earts
oor at someones eet —Jeremia

r.n‘ti? ?atgnavt gt e o it

' :
el i e
e al hrist, w ra r 1 at thew 11, 2) J es Says. M?mea t‘étgttt

e | ecome |c trou over um hantly ove ent
é‘% ans89 Let usnver (P utHance% Jehkva%s ,}/ |r|t
|ns Wa —W]th ewr ﬂ g mercy In all our dea neg ﬁ
o}nr&\? umans,.God Is not g e condemned when we a %
| Wes b rtlallt n()o e, We Wi exgenence merc an WI 1 d“
enno wmke? ecisions.” (J tnump Over strict justice or acverse judg-
e el
s orto 4 m|r e)rson Ptles ?or the saf< Falth Produces Fine Works
ot oUr own ude 4 ides making us.loving and mercif

es U
fattE produces other fing E am i
EhsgtJ ig\]/g (Iidsetrt](t)mﬁ'ctoha? tlrrltjtslpvattlcaq %”do“aﬁgi 14- %@ Of course, é)rofesse altnt at Facks

has chosen the door to Be fich in~ WOrkS iS not going to Save s. True, we can-
altﬁ an%1 elrs of)the)nng Qﬁts 15,50 notearn rlaﬁte h%ﬁ

us standing, wit

e ee Wkl e
acass the, materjally ric oppr others Coetiut alth and [ove fweare move
with regard toei ts,, W, c? |S ‘bg(sc qu |¥es wewjlntI ere xﬂaress
tions. Tﬁe E Vil oﬁ%hnst arﬁ)frse vY|shes Or & nedy f Or3ipe
ute us oe Xauewe ear nis nam et It ew Ive material did to an uncla tﬁ
E Qur t%te ermination to I he mPn ar%tehcfr orrtlester Goawe%a%%k N

W IC re v{/?rs nel 8& Lwé arm an t/t%t? "but do not Browde thg

|cs ince o Te-
qunest 5, 5 owmggé oritism Is t/vor ing ae ow wowld we.gie lawhrgakers if we did ot
a sin. can t ose ontn&{qg to show favoritism

07 eXPEeCt merc
" i h h
towttttesm%ttatnent o it "ard Vs S o person o s e
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necessrtres of wh

hwtehrs

we ave re ect
docIrrn an

arth It i
o uge suc

a%r d“%rot%

b |%\r/Ters ame as
edge %%yg]o

ood NEWs a

not ew
that art a
vr/or SIS mactrve 'Yes, faith calls

ﬂfrfr%redpec'? Keal:

Pronouncement
braham W

| r| tt?]US yworﬁg

rs ove for Go ﬁ

- caet eca

|m to,actlon.

fl hteousb ksater e

|Saac his slo U ont
rlacé<e§'&ahl?r

am Wou d never
to of er u

as er ecte
he psc tqre

scounte 0 him aS rr -

teousness A anam’s works In tryrng 0]

the father of all

eovas rren
ra am

rove
S 10 dbe éieC are

f érteousy rk?
not by ﬁrt alone, Tnat Wﬁs also tr
of Ra ab aharlot In Jerrﬁ 0 ? e Was
are dnteous orks, arter she had
t regerved e{sr]ae Ite essen%eﬁs hospi-
tably and sent them ther way
aé} eIudedEerr anaanreene
mres erore m etrn sraelss(e erec
ggrzed Je ova he true d her
Se uentwors on ento 5)ros
tItution gave evi 006 0 il aHh g
ua2911 Hebrews 11:31) Atter this second

case V\éqgt e%,dence of faith do we have in the
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example gof farth s OWE wy works James

Say5s: wr hout spir-
dters dea ) aso fait ork

When a person s ea ere |s
no anrmatm fr:%e or “spirit.” in |m
BS N hrrP Mere

resse artﬁ E r%st as |fe sand
ess as, a (ead f we have rea
fal thmthoug it will move us to godly

‘ Crontrol Thart TonghrelI i
ovdohcang 2 %tt there 1.2 need fo
restraint, g Jam 3 ]h42/ As teacRers In the
cobnore i oP ers ha eawerﬂ res ra

ey
motrves n Ttgroatrons Besides knowl-
gla Gy eemenmutavea

ovelor3 1gd 1ar(t: forthe ow 3eveé?
e?smr?tnsst%s therr(t):oltTnse?nS h S%

th S J ane erweret errrn ISt ac
IS res te I for ters

rse t [0
anO:Etu (I;(?resr tarth glly a her?n(éeto u(gn

BE en fine teachers—rn fact, aII of t%s—
“stum emwttmes because of nnper ec-
1tron tum(! mwor? IS one of the most

uent an otentral dama ort-

B?S Jam sst o f anyo rzrng&gs nﬁt
aheto rrdeaqs ?swo? g ”ﬂ(
Jesus Christ, we do not h ve per tton
contro If we |d w c ontro the
emberso our ter all, bri
Its make orses 0 Where We r
an by means of a smalfruder, evena arge

12e What should be done by elders in the con-
% %Nhy do we stumble in word?
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hoat1 iven b harg winds can be steered as
t msma WIShes.

All.of us mugt honestly admrt that real
frort 1S needed to contro %e tongque.
ame335lt[2) Comparedt orse, abrl-
e IS % sors H errncor;V
son % 8 H When comEare
the u an %eton gue 1S W
et ma s rﬂg Since t 3

a thoastrno ISp eas

o et us see to refrain rom
t| Psalm 12:3.4; 1Cor|nt |ans47

restrarn oUr'tongue wh F rovoke
em errn?lthat It takes on (oar to et

orest a ?m agte |n| tes, “the
ton ue Is a fire’ wrtha Ity {0 causeﬂre
amage. (Provers 18:21) uniry
t‘e”&gtness |%°v’tt“tt‘thdaaart° o th‘”h
ond |s assocrat/ed rgnth the ncontrg(i g
”ue It1S res onsd e for su g tq
sassandran alsetea |n k
3 te % U think?
tour ait oveusto ork hard
at contro Irng our tongue?
BAn unbridled ton ue s ots us yp’ com-

IeteI or mstance ecaug t|}/|ng
epeae Y, We may become nown"as Ifars

14, How does Janhes stress I)he need for effort in
%de\rv E) contro

arm matheg dﬁone by the unbridled
fongue?



have animal creation In sub{ectlon Genesis
282 nd al| kinds of creatures have lﬁeen
B For |Hstance trained falcons have
een used In_huntin e reg mgt mg
James mentions mag/ inclu e s [pents con
trolled by snake charmers. % ?
an caneven control whales. but as smfu
uman e canno |dy tamet ton ue
Neverteess wesou av0|dm mg
sive, cutting, or sland erous remarks. Anu
wton% 8an e a dangerous mstrument
t Y oison. . (Romans 3132
Regrettabl y, the ? ques of false teacher
tirned so eearx r|sH|ans away from
So let us hever allow ourselves to
be overcome enomoEs apostate
expressions, wether spoken or wi-
ten.—1 Timothy 1:18-20; 2 Peter 2:1-3,
TFaith in God and a desire to please him
can pro%ect us from apostasy and can pre-
vent us from usmg the ton? e |ncon1§|s ent-
Jy Pointing fo the Inconsistency of some,
ames sag tzﬁ‘wnht etongewe bless
our Fathér, Jenovan, and curse men who
I @ayjf“'y il [EsaTARI L
Yvke V'C'OUS 'fC \%ole |on IVes {9 i];t)ersons eanéltbret a(g

Q%rxeserﬁgﬁ?on huncon rqh Mﬁg i Fﬁat ﬂer gfsan 1724, % He |sasot

inted Chnf]na SIna sgmtua?

Innom, Onc USd [ Chl dS |f|ce sense. All of us are “in the ljkeness of God”
S et
153 annihilation’ Inasense ’om animals. So, then. owshould

o
(%ehenna has Ilent ItS estructweP er 1o \g/vels Us f

the unruly tongue. If we do notbldeour act if we have faith in'Je ova
sgetives may meV|C| were to curse men, th

e e | oo
azewe aves ment t we would Invoke, or ca i]
ema even. eex Ie frnl econ re eV| nthem Ince we are not vme
gaﬂon Or revi ngs meone.—L Corinthians ms |r ro hets thorlz
on ayoe eec eev

S
Wor jL\?nY A e e dpds'ge”"e o e ha voul make our

16. In of the damage Ptcanpe done by 3a e>s3gv L O%SI telqgﬁlldl g%gtl%dthc}lsﬂreat
an unru ngue WAl Shoule we do
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blessing of God vain
esnotl ro er?orboth
essin ursrn
to come fort ﬁ fne
same mouth. (Luke 6:27,

; m }7
21 tté %Hnwsrnfu it
vgouo atomselgﬂ prarses
f femw believers!

ate}i sS\Rr%%:t( aenvd hitter water cannot bub-
riuntarn As ‘a

le forth from the

{ree cannot uce oljves or a ving

s sat ater anno pr uce swee wa

0§ o? glsvs\}%rntlusa gvron ist nt

Yr\Zutter |tterwords I v¥g ave T en ?no
y or

ractice, let. us Jehov
to stdpp speaﬁrng Insuc away —Psalm ?9 f

Act With Wisdom From Above

All of us need wis om to sa and do 7

%gs befrttr tho e W 0 have a
13- 182 fwe ave rp/eren |aI

? e grants sheaven 1S omt
gtous knowed earl rovers
tireWSS z] ) His" Wor te es us how
to rspa amr dness that eongsto WIS-
because we are mild, wi romot
re atronal Deace. 1Cor|nth|an
Yv brag a out reat teac er
of fellow believers are ey% arnst rls-
ntruth W rc condm erreot
atrans Thelr wr om IS e g
ac |st|cosrntr uman |entd
rtoﬁt sanrmaWRern epro ct
es |nc rnatons
nrc rwrcke |ts re[prou 1Trm-
ore act with wisdom

et us the
nt ILE sothat We do rbothr{trtto Cregte

P R rewherernsuc hings’as
slander and favoritism can Iourrs

rlrgayltcrv \évea f? & tn%?(sj by heavenly wisdom, how
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|,§D[<|rst of all chast? Wisdom

Tk

eace-
anle,”moving us to pursu
eace 8
ewml ?omm e

us *reas nmt)e not (o
matic_and hard t ea wrth FPhrIr(r?
pians 4:5) Wisdom ro aove Is
to obe omotrngoereneto IVIng
teachin cooperation_wit dehova 'S
e, e 2 i

ate §Jude 22 233 Bein ? ﬂ 8”(}prurts
ts concern fo ot ersa actions
rﬂo vy]rt oodn ssr Ighteousness an
trut s peacemak rs
We en rurt eousness” tha
thnves er peacefu co Itions.
Clearl ten farthmves us to gction.
It makes us I h - mercitul, and aftrve
|n ine works. Faith helps us to fontro the
ontgtrqe an toa Wit heftvenywrs m.
at IS nota We can learn fr?]mt IS
eter James has further counsel t %an
us 0 con ct ourse ve In amann%r
frtt ng those w ohave art In Jehova

How would you describe heavenly wisdom?
R T

How Would You Answer?

O What is wrong with showing
favoritism?

O How are faith and works related?

0 Why is it so important to control
the tongue?

0 What is heavenly wisdom like?



Faith makes us Eatient

AND PRAYERFUL

“Exercise patience; make your hearts
because the presence ofthe Lord has drawn close. "—sames 58,

ESUS CHRIST'S Ionq \/\6 & SIres
awalted “pre ence S uc |ve _
now a ac Matthew 3Peace was lack rng
i24314? More t eve%be- among some professe
ore, al Who pro ess to nave Christians, and Wrong de-
aith 1n God and Christ srfres were the rogt Cause
ave reas n to reflect on this situation. games4
these words of the disciple 1-3) Contentiousness wa
Jamtes thExercrste Patrence ca srn% rsru tron an
rothers, untll res- some were unl ovrn
nce oftpe Lord, L ookPTTh hn therrbrothers gf%rg g
armer eeps waiting for appening because crav-
the precious fruit o the Ings for Sensual pleasyre
earth, exercrsrn Eatrence a e (ear 2 Were carrying on a conflict
ver it until he gets the earl rarn and tu rnt errbod %m ers eou ves ma
ae r in. toexercrse atience; mae nee to ra for to res st crav-
resence 0 s or

our e ts Irm, because the
he Lor nas drawn cﬁose —Ja es 9./, 8 twe onorz

2T ose to whom James wrote his inspired IOHS eace
letter nee(?egto e ercise atrence an% Te- %C Centur¥he rstians

S (fdeveoedto ointo
sove Various ro ems. g¥ehe actrng rﬁerouss rrPt S (%dWF Ig

onfrary to w s €40 ctof of hoss ate‘ {earous S
Sire
f%snsrlent IIO have fg?g e§’ o, For rnstaﬁce rktrn nan effort togattarntn

ne ahout ertarn elr é%a w
AV srm ar wrong desires, we may ask
dara. %“ a ”a r'é‘sr"r“g‘a a%%gﬁ twr B ol e g
ose RY ns“ang ﬁ so e rre 22 n]svrr]ersuiﬁprayers ame tatrons

Lﬁ) el an OS ess ons S0

sl s

counse patient anfl pra er 1 Worldiiness. eawv. and pride existed
We consrder Wh%t ames 10 et us dna prige existe
see oW Ve can appI] S wor srn ourIrves among certain earfy 8Yr¥rstrans 5amesf

t wee the ca ses o regational

should we reflect on James 5:7, 87 t% a &

%1 HX ere jome o? the prob?ems faced by 3“ (esh atnfan ar? nfg%esses "and
those to whom James wrote? how should his's atemen fectu
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4-5) James calls spme “a heressef be-  never forget this: B Pra er. obedience, and
ne faifh, we [aw clos}:mmcod and he proves

b Tl abi Bsl et
e

6:15 ure 6Why does James apply t eterm n
ecom Word ma eech ners” to some roesr art In Go
tigns, for tha s (50 sene- ause they w ‘wars” an
mies, HrsWor sows st at atenaency fo rous tr una ceptal
envy IS par nc lination, or s |r- r1sfia tus ands,

In sipfu ans Genesis 821 N Ith ba dees reqire cIe nsing. I
ers 16:1-3; Psa 10616, 1: Ec esr sts aso needed 10 purify their “nearts
44 Sor We realize that we nee

Led

ﬁ

seat of motivation. gMatthf 018, 1

a %ose ‘in ecrsn]/e on at%a hetwee

krna- Ieer\]r\(rjosrtl] V\\I/va{rne 8& %nt;{[)rra exsarﬁnzat Z\;é]t

ret@uspsrée Ordsorﬂéﬁ;ger (Jd IEfrernan

0rce, .su Ire 'S Ungéserve
nes ?] aterta "a ten enc t0 sexercseunceasr ﬁesot
W easJ ova osst roug, e %s 0 not wreck ourfaith.—Romans /:
lﬁrvetélsun eserve n ness it we fight
srn tenaencies. 7James éells his readers to ! qrve way 10
ourn and weep.” 1f they did

How can we recer e Gods undeserved MISery an
krndn ls( éJames j enjw unde- — mani est 90 sadness, If W%d be evl-
T e L g e Lt [
mrt t0 hateverp he W|| Romans 8: 8) } th areseekin frrends?y WrtLRthe Woalde
must also o rst arnst t rm Us a Jaursurn§ suc le(acourse
evr He wr rom us | ereman] spould we not mo N Over our weak spiritu
|rm as rters of Jeh vahs unrvera al state andt e Immeliate st é eps to orrec(!
f ehvete of,]esus Who matters Ma md needed ad|u menés an

ewordsevr § 165 S0 tha(s rec 1ving Gog's forgveness p[ uce a
nothing can do us perman nt arm. An taflo ecauseo ean con
sclen OSP Yg ast

feg |n% Ag(L’]
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Faith Helps Us to Exercise Patience
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How Would You Answer?

O Why did some early Christians
need to change their attitude
and conduct?

O What warning does James give

0 Why should we exercise patience?
0 Why should we pray regularly?
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tude to Gad th 2 e sig prases een They wil in i 1418 And i v a
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Christians need to be patient, loving, prayerful
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M%OW ts_yvt%l\/loses

« T \/ r ESTART |t the i |m ression hatwe 0iN a conversa-
\ X /" tion alreaqy ongu? erwa out cswecnnev
VvV ergra V\P SeL We are qatra 3|t oung

% ta.dis antalrtr) eunderstan e words eoHesa ut we a
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e|r 0|ce ow e sc oa Jacob eusner

sctl es the fee |n re ers

en |rstt rning to the

A lrsu nh Neusne ads Te gtns now ere. It ends

AHIS ory of Judaism, Daniel Jeremy Silver call the
étmah ttteyconstttuttve text o? ra ngc udajsm.’

[)T further comments: “The.Mishnah [eﬁ aced the B|

e]ast e core Burrtculth ofconttnuf) g Jewis % ucation.”

W FE% rV\é%u ook with such an ohsture style become so

It of the answer lies in this statementﬂt g 0,tthe
|\/|IS h Moses recetv Torah detSnat and handed it on
% 03 &ta toe ers, and elders to prop ets BAd,
efs hande |tontotemeno t]ev\oﬁ %ssemg
Aot &%TeMlshnahcatms to. deal with informatl
? wn to Moses at Mouqt Sinal—an unwrbtten part
8sLaw to Israel. Men of the great e#sse[n t]latet
caIIe ne Sanhedrin Werewe ed as Eato ong
WISE ? olars, or sa swoora pase on certal t ﬂt
Ings from ﬁeneratt on to general nuntg theiewere nally
eor ed | theM ali. But Is that actual? Who actu
wrote the M |s nan, andwhy Id Its conents or|
naeW|t Moses at Sinai? Does it have meaning or

today?
Judatsm Without a Temple
Belief ina d vme oral law given in gﬂdttton to the
written Lawo 0ses Was urlknown, when dt e Scri tures
Were bein pen eq. under msp ratton us 342/ ?]nglcntti
rles late é ePar('] e]esweret Igrou{o tttl Judaism that ﬁ
oped an promote IS concept. During the first century CE, the
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E%iducees arhd other was oa{aspoged this pon

lical tea %As ong the temp eln
Jerusalem was the centdr o JeW|sh
ship, however, the issue of an oral aw
was secondary.

orship ?t the temPIe gave
structure and a degree’ of stability to every
Jew S existence.
In 70 CE., though, the Jewijsh pation
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ort|? rus%em Was deftro ed by Ro-
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dI he temﬁe the center %ft elr Spir-
|tua| IVES,

as homore. Liv
Ic Law, which re uwe sacn%‘ncg pnestfi

serwfe at t e te g e, was an |mp035|b|I|ty
e foun at|on stone of u aism was Qone.
Ta mudic_scholar Adin temﬁal(iz W |t%s

The destryction.., In 70C g
reconitrucnon of the entire fabric of reli-
glous Ife an ur%ent necessity.” And recon-
truct it

ven eore the temple was deséro e?
Yonhanan Ben Za ka| a respected disciple

of the Pharisajc leader Hillel, received per-
mission from Vespasian (sooN to t%e egaper
or) to move the spirjtual ‘center of Ju
the Sanhedrin rom erus em o
ne As S tmsaltze atert
truc jon Jerusa oanan
ace e cha eneofe
chnter or the peo eand h m
it
Focaq oslnt owt?aatt em Ileh d’a1 ad cease
[o exist.” That new focaI point was the ora
Wit the femgle I i, e Sa%%acees
ﬁn Iternatlve eP arisees ecameFt)
ish mainstream, apsor mgt opposl-
Bon Em asl ln lhnln)\/[ m ran-
IS st ca In selv ar| es, a
term fllfed with s ctarian an ar |san |m
|cathns ey eca |mépg
% IS esa%efa tsre tﬁss :
\é\é%{ ofc ﬁg grgp law, I%ewgul(? %Seea sep||rr|%ual

THE DIVISIONS OF THE MISHNAH

The Mishnah is divided into six Orders.
These consist of 63 smaller books, or trac-
tates, divided into chapters and mishnayot, or
paragraphs (not verses).

1 ZERAIM (Agricultural Laws)

These tractates include discussions on prayers
said over food and in connection with agricul-
ture. They also include rules on tithing, priestly
portions, gleanings, and Sabbath years.

2. MOED (Holy Occasions, Festivals)

The tractates in this Order discuss laws relating
to the Sabbath, the Day of Atonement, and
other festivals.

3. NASHIM (Women, Marriage Law)
These are tractates discussing marriage and

divorce, vows, Nazirites, and cases of sus-
pected adultery.

4. NEZIKIN (Damages and Civil Law)

The tractates in this Order cover subjects relat-
ed to civil and property law, courts and penal-
ties, the function of the Sanhedrin, idolatry,
oaths, and Ethics of the Fathers (Avot).

5. KODASHIM (Sacrifices)

These tractates discuss regulations related to
animal and grain offerings as well as dimen-
sions of the temple.

6. TOHAROT (Purification Rituals)

This Order consists of tractates discussing rit-
ual purity, bathing, washing of the hands, skin
diseases, and impurity of different objects.
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tern f2 writes:
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The Makings of the Mishnah
Judah ha NaslWas a descendant of . Halle
and Gamaliel.* arnd rrng the period 0
ar Ko haasrevot he became the hegd
e Jewish community in srae(! ?]w
end of the second centur t e%a
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* See the_article “Gamaliel—He Taught Saul of
Tarsus,” in The Watchtower of July 15, 1996.
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sixTrqteaseo rs II\T}IJgtlatlg)nS gger or%?:nclére nmto
maihth iCS. Jué)rh hwged esemégég
sections, or tractates The iritual edifice
Was now comp et to this point, suc
tra itions had a(\!vdae)gs been tan%mt

ora But as an a tectton Ina
revolutionary ste was en—t a ofput-
“”% A httt’w”stt‘uttt'tt” Sy e
ra a Was ca tefrheMlsha h. The ﬁ

Mishnah comes from the He 2 roo 3ha

[1a.nmeaning ‘1o repeat,
“10 teach.” | ?s the eé)uwalent ofS tlhey Ara-
aic tena” comes tan- h% ﬂ%
the ferm app |e 0 teachers ot the Mishna
Th gur o?eothe ishna asnottoset
|Repac Initive code. It dealt more wit
L eXﬁeptIOHS assum that erea er
new the basic prtnmp Actual it sum-

THE MISHNAH AND THE Cl

Matthew 12:1, 2: "At that season Jesus went
through the grainfields on the sabbath. His disci-
ples got hungry and started to pluck heads of
grain and to eat. At seeing this the Pharisees
said to him: 'Look! Your disciples are doing
what it is not lawful to do on the sabbath." The
Hebrew Scriptures do not forbid what Jesus' dis-
ciples did. But in the Mishnah we find a list of 39
activities forbidden by the rabbis on the Sab-
bath.— Shabbat 7:2.

Matthew 15:3: "In reply [Jesus] said to
them: 'Why is it you also overstep the com-
mandment of God because of your tradition?™
The Mishnah confirms this attitude. (Sanhedrin
11:3) We read: "Greater stringency applies to
[the observance of] the words of the Scribes than
to [the observance of] the words of the [written]
Law. If a man said, 'There is no obligation to
wear phylacteries' so that he transgresses the

arized what was discyssed and taught in
ﬁ%%tmc acaél mtesHurm trhe erlod of
Juda ha-Nast. T |shnah was meant to
be an outline of the oraI law for further de-
bate, a skeletal form, or basic structure, on
which to build.

Rather than revealing anythtn% given to
Moses. at Mount Sinai,” the' Mishnah_pro-
vides |nS|%ht into the development of ‘the
oral law a oncegtthat beganwnh the Phar-
Isees. Information recorded in the Mishnah
sheds some light on statements In the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures and on certain discus-
sions between Jesus Christ and the Phar-
ISees. However, there 1s need for cautton
beca,ua e 1deas found in the Mishnah reflect
JeW|s V|ew oints from the second centu-
rx ishnah Is the bridge_between

the second temple period and the Talmud,

JSTIAN GREEK SCRIPTURES

words of the Law, he is not culpable; [but if he
said], 'There should be in them five partitions',
so that he adds to the words of the Scribes, he is
culpable."— The Mishnah, by Herbert Danby,
page 400.

Ephesians 2:14: "He [Jesus] is our peace, he
who made the two parties one and destroyed
the wall in between that fenced them off." The
Mishnah says: "Inside the Temple Mount was a
latticed railing (the Soreg), ten hand-breadths
high." (Middot 2:3) Gentiles were forbidden to
pass beyond this point and to enter the inner
courtyards. The apostle Paul may have alluded to
this wall in a figurative way in writing to the
Ephesians in 60 or 61 C.E., when it was still
standing. The symbolic wall was the Law cove-
nant, which had long separated Jews and Gen-
tiles. On the basis of Christ's death in 33 C.E.,
however, that wall was abolished.
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ote rISoner, nsuchacontext the
rcah g esencea verbal encourage
Ipers could be a great noost emo on
” tg the bnsoner nesrg orirs evi ent
ea ize hat and ouralﬂ ous stuc
Is friend. How muc must have ap
preciated such help!

What Became of Onesi horus7
In his second letter to Trmo Pau sent
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Onesiphorus courageously comforted the imprisoned apostle Paul

P.N. H rrlsog Of course, Oneral%lorus may dead, and to offer Masses for them, is a
simp I%/ ave een aWﬁY ermth eortPa thought remote from the [apostle’s] mind.”
ny tto his 'e”n%.‘#eehousg‘o'” © greetings Let Us Be Loyal Comforters
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i)a tedl 500 IV Iy 3 and perhaps su ering ed su portand couragement he got from

some spiritual realm, Howe SUC Onesiphos,
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|,"says R. . Horton. "But to pray for t orus let us be courageous gomforters
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SLEEPLESS NIGHTS THAT WERE BENEFICIAL

E v EN kings have sleepless nights.
A powerful Persian ruler in the
fifth century Ahasuerus,
experienced one of them. Per-
haps feeling that he had neglected
some duty, he had the royal rec-
ords read to him. He learned that

a faithful servant, Mordecali,

had thwarted an assassination plot
but had not been rewarded.
Ahasuerus determined to correct
this oversight immediately. The
beneficial effects of his actions on
God's people indicate that the
king's insomnia was divinely
induced.— Esther 6:1-10.

The congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses in the South Af-
rican coastal town of Hermanus has reason to remember this
section of the Bible. They used to meet in a rented hall. For
many years they had tried to purchase property to build their
own Kingdom Hall. Eventually, in 1991, a prime site was of-
fered by the Town Council.

However, some opposed the sale of this site to Jehovah's
Witnesses. After a delay of several months, the congregation
was informed that a three-year moratorium had been placed
on the sale of property to churches, and the offer of land was
withdrawn. In May 1993 the congregation wrote again, ask-
ing the council to reconsider their decision. They received a
one-sentence letter in reply, stating that the moratorium was
still binding.

In October of that year, one of the town councillors had a
sleepless night. She passed the time paging through old coun-
cil minutes to see if any matters needed attention. The letter
written by the Witnesses asking the council to reconsider its
decision caught her attention. Thus she decided to place the
matter on the agenda for their next meeting. She wanted to
point out that Jehovah's Witnesses had applied for land be-
fore the moratorium was placed on property for churches.

In due course the congregation was allocated the same
property that had originally been offered to them in 1991! It
is on the main road, easily accessible to congregation mem-
bers and interested ones. They have built a fine Kingdom Hall,
which was dedicated to Jehovah on October 5, 1996.

While the congregation regrets the councillor's inconve-
nience of a sleepless night, she may be consoled by the fact
that even King Ahasuerus had one. And the outcome in both
cases was beneficial. The congregation at Hermanus is cer-
tainly most grateful to have their own Kingdom Hall, a center
for pure worship and theocratic training in this popular coastal
town.— Hebrews 10:24, 25.



