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HAPPIN ESS 
So Elusive

A NGER, anxiety, and depression have
L I  long been the subject of scientific 

J . JL investigation. In recent years, how­
ever, leading scientists have been focusing 
their research on a positive and desirable 
human experience—happiness.

What might make people happier? If they 
were younger, richer, healthier, taller, or 
thinner? What is the key to genuine hap­
piness? Most people find it difficult, if not 
impossible, to answer that question. Con­
sidering the widespread failure to find hap­
piness, perhaps some would find it much 
easier to answer what is not the key to hap­
piness.

For a long time, leading psychologists rec­
ommended a self-oriented philosophy as the 
key to happiness. They encouraged unhap­
py people to focus exclusively on satisfy­
ing their individual needs. Catchy phrases 
such as “be yourself,” “get in touch with 
yourself,” and “discover yourself” have been

used in psychotherapy. Yet, some of the very 
experts who promoted this mentality now 
agree that such an individualistic attitude 
does not bring lasting happiness. Egoism 
will inevitably bring pain and unhappiness. 
Selfishness is not the key to happiness.

The Key to Unhappiness
Those who look to find happiness in the 

pursuit of pleasure are looking in the 
wrong place. Consider the example of wise 
King Solomon of ancient Israel. In the Bi­
ble book of Ecclesiastes, he explains: “Any­
thing that my eyes asked for I did not keep 
away from them. I did not hold back my 
heart from any sort of rejoicing, for my 
heart was joyful because of all my hard 
work, and this came to be my portion from 
all my hard work.” (Ecclesiastes 2:10) Solo­
mon built houses for himself, planted vine­
yards, and made gardens, parks, and pools 
of water for himself. (Ecclesiastes 2:4-6) He

Th e  W a t c h t o w e r — O c to ber  15,1997 3



once asked: “Who eats and who drinks bet­
ter than I do?” (Ecclesiastes 2:25) He was 
entertained by the best singers and musi­
cians, and he enjoyed the companionship of 
the most beautiful women of the land.—Ec­
clesiastes 2:8.

The point is, Solomon did not hold back 
when it came to pleasurable activities. 
What conclusion did he reach after hav­
ing abundant pleasures in life? He said: “I, 
even I, turned toward all the works of mine 
that my hands had done and toward the 
hard work that I had worked hard to accom­
plish, and, look! everything was vanity and 
a striving after wind, and there was noth­
ing of advantage under the sun.”—Eccle­
siastes 2:11.

The findings of the wise king remain 
accurate to this day. Take for instance a 
wealthy country like the United States. 
During the last 30 years, Americans have 
virtually doubled the number of their ma­
terial possessions, such as automobiles and 
televisions. Yet, according to mental-health 
experts, Americans are not any happier. 
According to one source, “over the same 
period, depression rates have soared. Teen 
suicide has tripled. Divorce rates have dou­
bled.” Researchers have recently reached 
similar conclusions after studying the cor­
relation between money and happiness 
among the populations of some 50 differ­
ent countries. Simply put, you cannot buy 
happiness.

On the contrary, the pursuit of riches 
could properly be called the key to unhappi­
ness. The apostle Paul warned: “Those who 
are determined to be rich fall into tempta­
tion and a snare and many senseless and 
hurtful desires, which plunge men into de­
struction and ruin. For the love of mon­
ey is a root of all sorts of injurious things, 
and by reaching out for this love some 
have been led astray from the faith and

have stabbed themselves all over with many 
pains.”—1 Timothy 6:9,10.

Neither riches, health, youth, beauty, 
power, nor any combination of these can 
guarantee lasting happiness. Why not? Be­
cause we do not have the power to prevent 
bad things from happening. King Solomon 
aptly noted: “Man also does not know his 
time. Just like fishes that are being taken 
in an evil net, and like birds that are being 
taken in a trap, so the sons of men them­
selves are being ensnared at a calamitous 
time, when it falls upon them suddenly.” 
—Ecclesiastes 9:12.

An Elusive Goal
No amount of scientific research can come 

up with a man-made formula or strategy for 
happiness. Solomon also said: “I returned to 
see under the sun that the swift do not have 
the race, nor the mighty ones the battle, nor 
do the wise also have the food, nor do the un­
derstanding ones also have the riches, nor 
do even those having knowledge have the 
favor; because time and unforeseen occur­
rence befall them all.”—Ecclesiastes 9:11.

Many who agree with the above words 
have concluded that expecting a truly hap­
py life is unrealistic. One prominent educa­
tor stated that “happiness is an imaginary 
condition.” Others believe that the key to 
happiness is a mysterious secret, that the 
ability to unravel the secret may be restrict­
ed to a few intellectually gifted mystics.

Still, in their search for happiness, people 
continue to experiment with various life­
styles. Despite the failure of their predeces­
sors, many today still pursue riches, power, 
health, or pleasure as the cure for their un­
happiness. The quest goes on because deep 
inside, most people believe that lasting hap­
piness is not merely an imaginary condi­
tion. They hope that happiness is not an elu­
sive dream. You might then ask, ‘How can I 
find it?’
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REAL HAPPINESS 
W hat Is the Key?

HUMANS were meant to be happy. 
Why can we be sure of that? Well, 
consider man’s beginning.

Jehovah God created the first human cou­
ple with the ability to enjoy happiness. 
Adam and Eve were placed in a paradise, a 
garden of pleasure called Eden. The Creator 
provided them with all the necessary phys­
ical things of life. The garden had “every 
tree desirable to one’s sight and good for 
food.” (Genesis 2:9) Adam and Eve were 
healthy, strong, and beautiful—they were 
perfect and truly happy.

What, though, was the key to their hap­
piness? Was it their paradisaic home or per­
haps their physical perfection? These gifts 
from God did contribute to their enjoyment 
of life. But their happiness was not contin­
gent on such tangible things. The garden of

Eden was more than a beautiful park. It 
was a sanctuary, a place to worship God. 
The key to their eternal happiness was their 
ability to establish and maintain a loving 
relationship with the Creator. To be hap­
py, they first had to be spiritual.—Compare 
Matthew 5:3.

Spirituality Leads to Happiness
Adam initially had a spiritual relation­

ship with God. It was a loving, tender rela­
tionship like that of a son with a father. 
(Luke 3:38) In the garden of Eden, Adam 
and Eve had ideal circumstances that al­
lowed them to satisfy their desire to render 
worship. Through their willing, loving obe­
dience to Jehovah, they would bring hon­
or and glory to God far beyond that which 
the animal creation could bring. They could



STEPS TOWARD HAPPINESS
1. Appreciate and cultivate spirituality. Jesus 
said: "H a ppy  are those hearing the w ord o f  
G o d  and keeping it ! "— Luke 11:28.

2. Recognize that God's approval is more im­
portant than wealth or luxuries. Paul wrote: "To 
be sure, it is a means o f  g rea t gain , this g o d ­
ly devotion along with self-sufficiency. . 
Having sustenance and covering , we shall be  
content with these th in gs ."— 1 Timothy 6:6-8.

3 . Strive to cultivate and respond to a Bible- 
trained conscience.— Romans 2:14, 15.

4 .  Resolve to obey Jehovah God, thus qualify­
ing to be one of his people. David of old wrote: 
"Happy is the p eo p le  whose G o d  is Jeh o ­
vah !"— Psalm 144:15.

intelligently praise God for his wonderful 
qualities and could support his sovereignty. 
They could also continue to receive Jeho­
vah’s loving and tender care.

This communion with the Creator and 
obedience to his laws brought genuine hap­
piness to our first parents. (Luke 11:28) 
Adam and Eve were not expected to live 
through many years of trial and error be­
fore discovering the key to happiness. They 
were happy from the moment they were 
created. Being at peace with God and sub­
missive to his authority made them happy.

That happiness ended, however, the mo­
ment they disobeyed God. By rebelling, 
Adam and Eve severed their spiritual rela­
tionship with Jehovah. They were no longer 
God’s friends. (Genesis 3:17-19) It appears 
that from the day they were expelled from 
the garden, Jehovah discontinued all com­
munication with them. They lost their per­
fection, the prospect of living forever, and 
their garden home. (Genesis 3:23) But more 
important, since they lost their relationship 
with God, they lost the key to happiness.

Our Ability to Choose
Before dying, Adam and Eve passed on to 

their offspring their human characteristics, 
their innate conscience, and the capacity 
for spirituality. The human family was not 
downgraded to the level of the animals. We 
can become reconciled to the Creator. (2 Co­
rinthians 5:18) As intelligent creatures, hu­
mans continue to have the power to choose 
whether to obey God or not. This was illus­
trated many centuries later when Jehovah 
gave the newly formed nation of Israel the 
choice of life or death. Through his spokes­
man Moses, God said: “I do put before you 
today life and good, and death and bad.” 
—Deuteronomy 30:15-18.

Even now, thousands of years after the 
original Paradise was lost, we humans are 
still capable of making the right choice. We 
have a functioning conscience and a basic 
capacity for obeying God’s laws. The Bible 
speaks of “the man we are inside” and the 
man “within.” (2 Corinthians 4:16; Romans 
7:22) These expressions relate to the inborn 
potential we all have to reflect God’s person­
ality, to think his thoughts, to be spiritual.

Regarding our moral nature and con­
science, the apostle Paul wrote: “Whenever 
people of the nations that do not have law 
do by nature the things of the law, these 
people, although not having law, are a law 
to themselves. They are the very ones who 
demonstrate the matter of the law to be 
written in their hearts, while their con­
science is bearing witness with them and, 
between their own thoughts, they are be­
ing accused or even excused.”—Romans 2: 
14,15.

Godly Wisdom and Obedience —The Key
One might ask though, ‘If we all have a 

natural inclination to worship God and, as a 
result, to enjoy genuine happiness, why is
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unhappiness so widespread?’ It is because in 
order to be happy, each one of us must de­
velop spiritually. Although originally creat­
ed in the image of God, man has become 
alienated from his Creator. (Ephesians 4:17, 
18) Hence, each one of us must take definite 
steps to establish and maintain a spiritual 
relationship with God. Such a relationship 
will not develop automatically.

Jesus outlined two important principles 
in the developing of spirituality. One is to 
acquire accurate knowledge of God, and the 
other is to submit obediently to his will. 
(John 17:3) Quoting the Word of God, Jesus 
said: “It is written, ‘Man must live, not on 
bread alone, but on every utterance coming 
forth through Jehovah’s mouth.’ ” (Matthew

" Happy are those conscious of their 
spiritual need."— Matthew 5:3

4:4) On another occasion, Jesus stated: “My 
food is for me to do the will of him that sent 
me and to finish his work.” (John 4:34) We 
do not have to spend many decades in a trial- 
and-error search for happiness. Experience 
is not the key to happiness. Rather, only 
godly wisdom and obedience to our Creator 
can lead to true joy in life.—Psalm 19:7, 8; 
Ecclesiastes 12:13.

Clearly, the happiness that comes through 
exercising godly wisdom and having a fine 
standing before God is not beyond our reach. 
(Acts 17:26, 27) The knowledge of Jehovah 
and his purpose is available to everyone. 
With billions of copies in many languages, 
the Bible continues to be the world’s most 
widely distributed book. The Bible can help 
you to become God’s friend and enjoy genu­
ine happiness, for the Scriptures tell us that 
“happy is the people whose God is Jehovah!” 
—Psalm 144:15.
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HOW THE BIBLE CAME TO US
Part  Th ree

From the book Judson the Hero of Burma, by Jesse Page

'ir\U R M A , 1824
— The king’s 

J .— M officers  
just ransacked Adoni- 

ram and Ann  
son’s missionary home, 
taking everything they 
thought valuable. But 
they have missed the 

most precious trea­
sure— a translated Bi­

ble manuscript that 
Ann had secretly bur­

ied under the house. 
Adoniram, the transla­

tor, lies chained in a 
mosquito-infested jail, 

accused of spying. Now 
humidity threatens to 

destroy the manu­
script. How can it be 

saved? Ann sews it in­
side a hard pillow and 

delivers it to her hus­
band in prison. The 
pillow is preserved, 
and its contents be­

come part of the first 
Burmese Bible.

The Bible has had many 
such adventures down 
through history. In previ­
ous issues, we considered 
the translation  and dis­
tribution of the Bible from 
its completion up to the ear­
ly 1600’s. How has the Bible 
fared from then to the pres­
ent? Would it ever be acces­
sible to all people? What role 
has the Watch Tower Soci­
ety played?

Missionaries and Bible Societies
In numerous lands, the 

1600’s and 1700’s were 
marked by a strong upsurge 
in Bible reading. England 
in particular was deeply af­

fected by the Bible during this period. In fact, Biblical sto­
ries and teachings permeated the thoughts of practically 
everyone in the country, from the king to the plowboy. But 
the Bible’s influence extended farther. England was then a 
seafaring commercial and colonial power, and certain En­
glishmen took the Bible with them on their journeys. This 
laid the groundwork for an extended Bible campaign.

Toward the end of the 1700’s, the Bible stirred some in En­
gland to think about the spiritual needs of native peoples in 
the far-flung lands of the British Empire. This concern was 
by no means universal, however. Many churchmen believed 
in predestination, and they therefore considered it God’s will

Judson w as bound and 
dragged off
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that some people not be saved. When would-be missionary 
William Carey gave an impassioned speech to rally support 
for a mission to India, someone called out in rebuke: “Sit 
down, young man; when God wishes to convert the heathen, 
He will do it without your help!” Nevertheless, Carey sailed 
for India in 1793. Astonishingly, he eventually translated 
the entire Bible or parts of it into 35 Indian languages.

The missionaries realized that their most basic tool was 
the Bible in the local language. Yet, who would provide Bi­
bles? Interestingly, a movement that would spread Bibles 
around the world was unknowingly sparked by a 16-year-old 
Welsh girl, Mary Jones. In 1800, Mary walked barefoot for 
25 miles to buy a Welsh Bible from a clergyman. She had 
saved her money for six years, and when Mary learned that 
the Bibles had all been sold, she sobbed, crestfallen. Deeply 
moved, the clergyman gave Mary one of his own Bibles.

Thereafter, the clergyman reflected on the many oth­
ers who needed Bibles, and he discussed the problem with 
friends in London. The result was the formation, in 1804, of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. Its premise was sim­
ple: To provide people with affordable Bibles in their own 
language, printed “without note or comment.” By eliminat­
ing commentaries in the margins, the Society’s founders 
hoped to avoid doctrinal controversy. Several times, though, 
the Bible Society would be divided over the Apocrypha, bap­
tism by immersion, and the Trinity doctrine.

Initial enthusiasm spread quickly, and by 1813 asso­
ciate societies had been formed in Germany, the Neth­
erlands, Denmark, and Russia. In time, Bible societies in 
other countries were added. When the early Bible soci­

eties formulated their goals, 
they thought that most of 
the world used only a few 
major tongues. They nev­
er dreamed that there were 
thousands! Relatively few 
translators knew Hebrew 
and Greek so as to translate 
directly into a vernacular 
language. Therefore, when 
the British and Foreign Bi­
ble Society sponsored trans­
lations, the translators very 
often based their work on 
the English-language King 
James Version.

The Trials of One Translator
Much of the Bible consists 

of narratives and illustra­
tions based on everyday ex­
periences. This makes it eas­
ier to translate than if it were written in the abstract 
terms of philosophy. Predict­
ably, however, the missionar­
ies’ early efforts sometimes 
produced confusing or hu­
morous renderings. One 
translation, for example,
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gave people in a certain part of India the idea 
that God is a bluish-colored being. The word 
used for “heavenly” in the expression “heav­
enly Father” meant “having the color of the 
sky”—the literal heavens!

Regarding a translator’s obstacles, Ado- 
niram Judson wrote in 1819: ‘When we take 
up a language spoken by a people on the oth­
er side of the earth, whose codes of expres­
sion are consequently all new, and the letters 
and words all totally destitute of the least 
resemblance to any language we have ever 
met with; when we have no dictionary or in­
terpreter and must get something of the lan­
guage before we can avail ourselves of a na­
tive teacher— t hat  means work!’ And the 
work of translators like Judson greatly in­
creased the Bible’s availability.—See chart 
on page 12.

Ann Judson helped her husband with the 
difficult task of translating. But the Jud- 
sons faced more than just academic trials. 
When the king’s officers dragged Adoniram 
off to jail, Ann was expecting a baby. Coura­
geously, for 21 months she petitioned hostile 
officials on her husband’s behalf. That or­
deal along with illness exacted a toll from 
her. Not long after Adoniram was released, 
his brave Ann and their little daughter died 
of fever. Adoniram was heartbroken. Still, 
he looked to God for strength and went on 
translating, completing the Burmese Bible

Tischendorf 
rescued a  valuable 
manuscript at this 
monastery at the 
base of Mount Sinai

in 1835. Meanwhile, other insidious chal­
lenges to the Bible were developing.

Controversy Surrounds the Bible
The 1800’s saw great social and political 

controversy, with the Bible sometimes play­
ing a central role. For instance, although 
the Russian Bible Society began with the 
patronage of the czar and the Russian Or­
thodox Church, in time they dissolved and 
banned the Society. (Thousands of Bibles 
had already been burned about a year earli­
er by opposers of that Society.) The Ortho­
dox clergy now zealously sought to end what 
the early Christians had so enthusiastically 
begun—universal circulation of the Bible. 
Orthodox leaders in the 19th century insist­
ed that the Bible threatened the authori­
ty of both Church and State. Ironically, the 
emerging political revolutionary movement 
came to regard the Bible, not as a threat to 
the authorities, but, rather, as a weapon of 
Church and State for keeping the masses 
in submission. The Bible was under assault 
from both sides!

The ensuing years also witnessed increas­
ing “intellectual” attacks on the Bible. In 
1831, Charles Darwin set sail on the expedi­
tion that led to his theory of evolution. In 
1848, Marx and Engels issued the Commu­
nist Manifesto,portraying Christianity as
a tool of oppression. Also during this period,
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higher critics questioned the authenticity 
of the Scriptures and the historical reality 
of Bible characters—even of Jesus himself! 
But some thinking people recognized the 
fallacy of theories that rejected God and the 
Bible, and they sought scholarly ways of con­
firming the Bible’s reliability. One of these 
was Konstantin von Tischendorf, a gifted 
German linguist.

Discoveries Help Establish the Bible Text
Tischendorf traveled through the Mid­

dle East in search of ancient Bible manu­
scripts, hoping to establish the original text 
of the Bible beyond doubt. In 1859, the same 
year Darwin published Origin of Spe­
cies, Tischendorf found what was the oldest 
known complete copy of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures in a monastery at the base of 
Mount Sinai. It is known as the Codex Si- 
naiticus and was probably produced about 
50 years before Jerome completed the Latin 
Vulgate. Though the propriety of his remov­
ing the codex from the monastery is still de­
bated, Tischendorf published it, thus mak­
ing it accessible to scholars.*

Because Sinaiticus was among the old­
est original-language manuscripts, it not 
only revealed that the Greek Scriptures had 
remained essentially unchanged but also 
helped scholars to uncover errors that had 
crept into later manuscripts. For example, 
the reference to Jesus at 1 Timothy 3:16 in 
Sinaiticus reads: “He was made manifest in 
the flesh.” In place of “he,” the majority of 
then-known manuscripts showed an abbre­
viation for “God,” made by a small alter­
ation of the Greek word for “he.” However, 
Sinaiticus was made many years before any 
Greek manuscript reading “God.” Thus, it 
revealed that there had been a later corrup-

* See “Rescuing the Codex Sinaiticus” in The Watchtower of October 15, 1988.

tion of the text, evidently introduced to sup­
port the Trinity doctrine.

Since Tischendorf’s time, more manu­
scripts have come to light. Today, the to­
tal of known manuscripts of the Hebrew 
Scriptures is about 6,000, and of the Greek 
Scriptures, over 13,000. Comparative study 
of these has resulted in an original-language 
text that can be trusted confidently. As 
scholar F. F. Bruce put it: “Variant readings 
. . . affect no material question of histor­
ic fact or of Christian faith and practice.” 
While Bible translation into many more lan­
guages continued, how could this increased 
knowledge benefit people?

The Watch Tower Society and the Bible
In 1881 a small but earnest band of Bible 

teachers and students formed what later be­
came the Watch Tower Bible and Tract So­
ciety. At first, they distributed Bibles pro­
duced by other Bible societies, including 
Tischendorf’s Greek Scriptures. By 1890, 
however, they had entered directly into Bi­
ble publishing, sponsoring the first of a 
number of Bible editions. In 1926 the So­
ciety began printing the Bible on its own 
presses. But the need for an updated trans­
lation of the Bible was becoming more evi­
dent. Could the knowledge gained through 
the discoveries and scholarship of the pre­
ceding century be incorporated in an under­
standable, affordable Bible? With this objec­
tive, associates of the Society set out in 1946 
to produce a fresh translation of the Scrip­
tures.

One Translation, Many Languages
A translation committee of experienced 

anointed Christians was organized to pro­
duce the New World Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures in English. It was pub­
lished in six volumes, released from 1950 to 
1960, beginning with the Christian Greek
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Scriptures. Since 1963 it has been trans­
lated into an additional 27 languages, with 
more in progress. The goals for other lan­
guages have been the same as for English. 
First, the translation should be accurate, as 
near to the original thoughts as possible. 
The meaning must not be bent to conform to 
a particular doctrinal understanding. Sec­
ond, consistency should be maintained, the 
translation holding to one rendering for 
each major word as far as the context rea­
sonably permits. Such an approach helps 
readers to see how Bible writers used specif­
ic words. Third, the translation should be 
as literal as possible without obscuring the 
meaning. Literalness gives the reader clos­
er access to the flavor of the original lan­
guages and the associated thought process­
es. And fourth, it should be easy for the 
common people to read and understand.

The rather literal style of the English 
New World Translation facilitates trans­
lating it into other languages. For this pur­
pose the Society’s translation teams pres­
ently use advanced computerized tools to 
speed up their work and to make it more 
accurate. This system helps translators to 
compile lists of vernacular equivalents for 
each major word. It also enables them to 
study the English renderings of each He­
brew and Greek word in the Bible.

Translating from the English, rather than 
working directly from the Hebrew and 
Greek, offers important advantages. Besides 
shortening translation time, it makes possi­
ble greater unity of expression in all lan­
guages. Why? Because it is much easier to

translate precisely from one modern lan­
guage into another than to translate from an 
ancient language into various modern ones. 
After all, translators can consult with na­
tive speakers of modern languages but not 
of languages spoken thousands of 
years ago.

Good News for All Nations
Much more could be written 

about the determined men and 
women who have helped to make 
the Bible by far the most widely 
accessible book on earth. Over the 
centuries, at least four billion Bi­
bles and portions of the Bible have 
been printed in more than two 
thousand languages, spoken by 
well over 90 percent of the world’s 
population!

The Bible foretold a worldwide 
proclamation of God’s Kingdom 
in our day. To this end, Jehovah 
God himself has clearly taken a 
hand in making the Bible now al­
most universally available. (Mat­
thew 13:47,48; 24:14) Fearless Bi­
ble translators and publishers of 
the past risked everything to give 
us God’s Word—the only source 
of spiritual light in a morally 
darkened world. May their exam­
ple move you to read, live by, and 
share that Word with the same 
conviction they displayed. Yes, 
every day, take full advantage of 
the reliable Bible in your hands!
—Isaiah 40:6-8.

2 ,4 0 0

2 ,3 0 0

2,200
1996

2 ,1 2 3

JJpliflfg  
1970 

1 ,471

1 ,3 0 0

1,200

1,100
1950

1 ,0 4 9

9 0 0

G r o w t h  in  B ib l e  T r a n s l a t io n
8 0 0

V e

Sources: Christianity Today, 
United Bible Society

co^x|̂ K.
G- G- V

7 0 0

6 0 0

19 00
5 2 2

▼ T am  * ▼ Y
1 • • • • • • • • •  • • 12 • • NUMBER OF LANGUAGES •  • • •  3 5  • • • •  •  •  81 • •

T_C



Te h o v a h  c h e r is h e s  y o u r
WHOLE-SOULED SERVICE
“Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as to Jehovah, 

and not to m e n . COLOSSIANS 3:23.

SERVING Jehovah is the greatest privi­
lege that we could possibly have. With 
good reason, this journal has long en­

couraged Christians to involve themselves 
in the ministry, even serving “more fully” 
whenever possible. (1 Thessalonians 4:1) We 
are, however, not always able to do all that 
our heart yearns to do in serving God. “My 
circumstances are such that I need to be 
working full-time,” explains a single sister 
who was baptized nearly 40 years ago. “My 
reason for working is, not to acquire a fab­
ulous wardrobe or to take vacation cruises, 
but to cover necessities, including medical 
and dental expenses. I feel as if I’m giving 
Jehovah what is left over.”

2 Love for God moves us to want to do 
as much as we can in the preaching work. 
But circumstances in life often limit what 
we can do. Caring for other Scriptural re­
sponsibilities, including family obligations, 
may consume much of our time and en­
ergy. (1 Timothy 5:4, 8) In these “critical 
times hard to deal with,” life is ever more 
challenging. (2 Timothy 3:1) When we are 
unable to do all that we would like to do 
in the ministry, our heart may afflict us to 
a degree. We may wonder whether God is 
pleased with our worship.
1, 2. (a) What is the greatest privilege we could 
possibly have? (b) Why may we at times be un­
able to do all that we would like to do in serv­
ing God?

The Beauty of Whole-Souled Service
3 At Psalm 103:14, the Bible warmly as­

sures us that Jehovah “well knows the for­
mation of us, remembering that we are 
dust.” More than anyone else, he under­
stands our limitations. He does not require 
more than we can give. What does he ex­
pect? Something that everyone, regardless 
of his situation in life, can offer: “Whatever 
you are doing, work at it whole-souled as to 
Jehovah, and not to men.” (Colossians 3:23) 
Yes, Jehovah expects us—all of us—to serve 
him whole-souled.

4 What does it mean to serve Jehovah 
whole-souled? The Greek term rendered 
“whole-souled” literally means “from the 
soul.” The “soul” refers to the entire person, 
with all his physical and mental abilities. 
Serving whole-souled thus means giving of 
ourselves, using all our faculties and direct­
ing our energies to the fullest extent possi­
ble in God’s service. Put simply, it means 
doing all that our soul can do.—Mark 12: 
29, 30.

5 Does being whole-souled mean that we 
must all do the same amount in the minis­
try? That could hardly be possible, for cir­
cumstances and abilities differ from soul 
to soul. Consider the faithful apostles of
3. What does Jehovah expect from all of us?
4. What does it mean to serve Jehovah whole- 
souled?
5. How does the example of the apostles show 
that not all must do the same in the ministry?
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Jesus. They were not all capable of doing 
the same amount. For instance, we know 
very little about some of the apostles, such 
as Simon the Cananaean and James the 
son of Alphaeus. Perhaps their activities as 
apostles were rather limited. (Matthew 10:
2- 4) In contrast, Peter was able to accept 
many weighty responsibilities—why, Jesus 
even gave him “the keys of the kingdom”! 
(Matthew 16:19) Yet, Peter was not elevated 
above the others. When John received the 
vision of New Jerusalem in the Revelation 
(about 96 C.E.), he saw 12 foundation stones 
and on them inscribed “the twelve names of 
the twelve apostles.”* (Revelation 21:14) Je­
hovah valued the service of all the apostles, 
even though some evidently were able to do 
more than others.

6 Similarly, Jehovah does not demand the 
same amount of preaching from all of us. Je­
sus indicated this in the illustration of the 
sower, which likened the preaching work 
to sowing seeds. The seed fell on different 
types of soil, illustrating the different types 
of heart conditions manifested by those who 
hear the message. “As for the one sown 
upon the fine soil,” explained Jesus, “this 
is the one hearing the word and getting 
the sense of it, who really does bear fruit 
and produces, this one a hundredfold, that 
one sixty, the other thirty.” (Matthew 13:
3- 8, 18-23) What is this fruitage, and why 
is it produced in varying amounts?

7 Since the seed that is sown is “the word 
of the kingdom,” the bearing of fruitage

* Since Matthias replaced Judas as an apostle, 
his name—not Paul’s—would have appeared among 
those on the 12 foundation stones. Though Paul was 
an apostle, he was not one of the 12.

6. In Je su s’ illustration of the sower, what hap­
pens to the seed sown upon “the fine soil,” and 
what questions arise?
7. What is the fruitage of the seed sown, and 
why is it produced in varying amounts?

refers to spreading that word, speaking it 
out to others. (Matthew 13:19) The amount 
of fruitage produced varies—from th ir­
tyfold to a hundredfold—because abilities 
and circumstances in life differ. A person 
with good health and physical stamina may 
be able to spend more time in preaching 
than can one whose strength is sapped by 
a chronic health condition or by advancing 
age. A young single person who is free from 
family responsibilities may be able to do 
more than can one who has to work full-time 
to provide for a family.—Compare Proverbs 
20:29.

8 In God’s view, is the whole-souled person 
producing thirtyfold less devoted than the 
one producing a hundredfold? By no means! 
The amount of fruitage may vary, but Jeho­
vah is pleased as long as the service ren­
dered is the best that our soul can give. Re­
member, the different amounts of fruitage 
all stem from hearts that are “fine soil.” 
The Greek term (ka-los') rendered “fine” de­
scribes something that is “beautiful” and 
that “delights the heart, and gives plea­
sure to the eyes.” How comforting it is to 
know that when we do our best, our heart is 
beautiful in God’s eyes!

Not Compared With One Another
9 Our imperfect heart may judge things 

differently, however. It may compare our 
service with that of others. It may reason, 
‘Others are doing so much more in the min­
istry than I am. How could Jehovah ever be 
pleased with my service?’—Compare 1 John 
3:19, 20.

10 Jehovah’s thoughts and ways are much
8. How does Jehovah view those who give the 
best that their soul can give?
9, 10. (a) Our heart may lead us into what form 
of negative reasoning? (b) How does the illustra­
tion at 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 show that Jeho­
vah does not compare us to others in what we do?

14 th  e w a t c h t o w e r — O c to ber  i  5, i  997



Mary gave her best, perfuming Jesus' body 
with "very expensive" oil

higher than our own. (Isaiah 55:9) We get 
some insight into the way Jehovah views our 
individual efforts from 1 Corinthians 12:14- 
26, where the congregation is likened to 
a body with many members—eyes, hands, 
feet, ears, and so forth. Consider, for a mo­
ment, the literal body. How ridiculous it 
would be to compare your eyes with your 
hands or your feet with your ears! Each 
member serves a different function, yet all 
the members are useful and are valued. 
Similarly, Jehovah cherishes your whole- 
souled service whether others are doing 
more or they are doing less.—Galatians 6:4.

11 Because of limitations imposed by poor 
health, advancing age, or other circum­
stances, at times some of us may feel that 
we are “weaker” or “less honorable” ones. 
But that is not how Jehovah views matters. 
The Bible tells us: “The members of the 
body which seem to be weaker are neces­
sary, and the parts . . .  we think to be less 
honorable, these we surround with more
11, 12. (a) Why may some feel that they are 
“weaker” or “less honorable”? (b) How does Je ­
hovah view our service?

abundant honor . . .  Nevertheless, God com­
pounded the body, giving honor more abun­
dant to the part which had a lack.” (1 Co­
rinthians 12:22-24) So every individual can 
be dear to Jehovah. He treasures our ser­
vice within the framework of our limita­
tions. Does not your heart move you to want 
to do all you can in serving such an under­
standing and loving God?

12 What matters to Jehovah, then, is not 
that you do as much as someone else does 
but that you do what you—your soul—per­
sonally can do. That Jehovah values our in­
dividual efforts was demonstrated in a very 
touching way by Jesus’ dealings with two 
very different women during the final days 
of his life on earth.

An Appreciative Woman’s “Very Expensive” Gift
13 On Friday evening, Nisan 8, Jesus ar­

rived at Bethany, a small village on the 
eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, about 
two miles from Jerusalem. Jesus had dear
13. (a) What were the circumstances surround­
ing Mary’s putting perfumed oil on Je su s’ head 
and feet? (b) What was the material value of 
Mary’s oil?
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friends in this town—Mary,
Martha, and their brother,
Lazarus. Jesus had been 
a guest in their home, 
perhaps frequently. J  
But on Saturday eve- f* 
ning, Jesus and his 
friends dined at the 
home of Simon, a 
former leper who 
possibly had been 
healed by Jesus. As 
Jesus was reclining 
at the table, Mary 
performed a humble 
gesture that demon­
strated her deep love 
for the man who had 
resurrected her brother.
She broke open a flask con­
taining perfumed oil, “very ex­
pensive.” Expensive, indeed! It was 
worth 300 denarii, the equivalent of about 
a year’s wages. She poured this fragrant oil 
on Jesus’ head and on his feet. She even 
wiped his feet dry with her hair.—Mark 
14:3; Luke 10:38-42; John 11:38-44; 12:1-3.

14 The disciples were indignant! ‘Why this 
waste?’ they asked. Judas, concealing his 
thieving motive behind a suggestion of 
charity for the needy, said: “Why was it this 
perfumed oil was not sold for three hun­
dred denarii and given to the poor people?” 
Mary remained silent. Jesus, however, told 
the disciples: “Let her alone. Why do you try 
to make trouble for her? She did a fine [a
form of ka-los']deed toward me_She did
what she could; she undertook beforehand 
to put perfumed oil on my body in view of 
the burial. Truly I say to you, Wherever the 
good news is preached in all the world, what
14. (a) How did the disciples react to Mary’s 
gesture? (b) How did Jesus come to Mary’s de­
fense?

The widow's coins— almost worthless in 
material value but priceless in Jehovah's eyes

this woman did shall also be told as a re­
membrance of her.” How the warmth of Je­
sus’ words must have calmed Mary’s heart! 
—Mark 14:4-9; John 12:4-8.

15 Jesus was deeply moved by what Mary 
had done. In his estimation, she had per­
formed a praiseworthy deed. It was not the 
material value of the gift that mattered to

Jesus but the fact that “she did what 
she could.” She embraced the opportu­
nity and gave what she was able to give. 
Other translations have rendered these 
words, “She has done all she could,” or, 

“She has done what was in her power to 
do.” (An American Translation; The Je­
rusalem Bible) Mary’s giving was whole- 

souled because she gave her best. That is 
what whole-souled service is all about.

A Widow’s “Two Small Coins”
16 A couple of days later, on Nisan 11, Je­

sus spent a long day in the temple, where 
his authority was questioned and he field­
ed sticky questions about taxes, the resur­
rection, and other matters. He denounced 
the scribes and Pharisees for, among oth­
er things, “devouring the houses of the 
widows.” (Mark 12:40) Then Jesus took a 
seat, evidently in the Court of the Wom­
en, where, according to Jewish tradition, 
there were 13 treasury chests. He sat for 
a while, carefully watching as the people 
dropped in their contributions. Many rich 
people came, some perhaps with an appear­
ance of self-righteousness, even with osten­
tation. (Compare Matthew 6:2.) Jesus’ gaze
15. Why was Jesus so moved by what Mary had 
done, and what do we thereby learn about whole- 
souled service?
16. (a) How did Jesus come to observe a poor 
widow’s contribution? (b) How much were the 
widow’s coins worth?
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became fixed on one particular woman. Or­
dinary eyes may not have observed anything 
remarkable about her or her gift. But Jesus, 
who could know the hearts of others, knew 
that she was “a poor widow.” He also knew 
the exact amount of her gift—“two small 
coins, which have very little value.”*—Mark 
12:41, 42.

17 Jesus called his disciples to him, for he 
wanted them to see firsthand the lesson he 
was about to teach. She “dropped in more 
than all those dropping money into the trea­
sury chests,” said Jesus. In his estimation 
she put in more than all the others com­
bined. She gave “all of what she had”—her 
last bit of money. By doing so, she placed 
herself in Jehovah’s caring hands. The per­
son who was thus singled out as an example 
of giving to God is one whose gift was al­
most worthless in material value. In God’s 
eyes, however, it was priceless!—Mark 12: 
43, 44; James 1:27.

Learning From Jehovah’s View of Whole-Souled Service
18 From Jesus’ dealings with these two 

women, we learn some heartwarming les­
sons about how Jehovah views whole-souled 
service. (John 5:19) Jesus did not compare 
the widow with Mary. He valued the widow’s 
two coins no less than he did Mary’s “very

* Each of these coins was a lepton, the smallest 
Jewish coin in circulation at that time. Two lepta 
were the equivalent of 1/64 of a day’s wage. Accord­
ing to Matthew 10:29, for an assarion coin (the 
equivalent of eight lepta), a person could purchase 
two sparrows, which were among the cheapest birds 
used for food by the poor. So this widow was indeed 
poor, for she had only half the amount needed to 
buy a single sparrow, hardly enough for a single 
meal.

17. How did Jesus esteem the widow’s contribu­
tion, and what do we thus learn about giving to 
God?
18. What do we learn from Jesu s’ dealings with 
the two women?

expensive” oil. Since each woman gave her 
best, in God’s eyes their gifts were both of 
value. So if feelings of unworthiness well up 
within you because you are not able to do 
all that you want to do in serving God, do 
not despair. Jehovah is pleased to accept the 
best that you can give. Remember, Jehovah 
“sees what the heart is,” so he is fully aware 
of the yearnings of your heart.—1 Samuel 
16:7.

19 Jehovah’s view of whole-souled service 
should influence the way we view and treat 
one another. How unloving it would be to 
criticize the efforts of others or to com­
pare one person’s service with that of an­
other! Sadly, one Christian wrote: “At times 
some give the impression that either you’re 
a pioneer or you’re nothing. Those of us 
who struggle to keep going ‘just’ as reg­
ular Kingdom publishers need to feel ap­
preciated too.” Let us remember that we 
are not authorized to judge what constitutes 
whole-souled service for a fellow Christian. 
(Romans 14:10-12) Jehovah cherishes the
19. Why should we not be judgmental of what 
others are doing in serving God?

How Would You Answer?
□  W hat does it mean to serve Jehovah 

whole-souled?

□  How does the illustration at 1 Co­
rinthians 12:14-26 show that Jeho­
vah does not compare us to others?

□  W hat do we learn about whole- 
souled giving from Jesus' comments 
about M ary's costly oil and the w id­
ow's two small coins?

□  How should Jehovah's view of 
whole-souled service influence the 
way we view one another?
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whole-souled service of each one of the mil­
lions of faithful Kingdom publishers, and so 
should we.

20 What, though, if some appear to be 
doing less than they can in the ministry? 
A drop in a fellow believer’s activity may 
well indicate to concerned elders that there 
is a need for help or encouragement. At 
the same time, we must not forget that for 
some, whole-souled service may more close­
ly resemble the widow’s small coins than 
Mary’s costly oil. It is usually best to assume 
that our brothers and sisters love Jehovah
20. It is usually best to assume what about our 
fellow worshipers?

and that such love will move them to do 
as much—not as little—as they can. Surely 
no conscientious servant of Jehovah would 
choose to do less than he can in serving God! 
—1 Corinthians 13:4, 7.

21 However, for many of God’s people, 
whole-souled service has meant pursuing an 
extremely rewarding career—the pioneer 
ministry. What blessings do they receive? 
And what about those of us who have not 
yet been able to pioneer—how can we show 
the pioneer spirit? These questions will be 
discussed in the next article.
21. What rewarding career are many pursuing, 
and what questions arise?

T h e  blessings o f  t h e
PIONEER MINISTRY

“The blessing o f Jehovah— that is what makes rich, 
and he adds no pain with it. ’ —PROVERBS 10:22.

( ( O  AN there be any greater joy than 
I  seeing someone with whom you 

study become an active prais- 
er of Jehovah? It is exciting and faith­
strengthening to see how powerful God’s 
Word is in motivating people to make 
changes in their lives in order to please 
Jehovah.” So wrote a pioneer from Cana­
da who has been in the full-time ministry 
over 32 years. Regarding his pioneer min­
istry, he says: “I can’t imagine doing any-
1, 2. (a) How did one pioneer express his feel­
ings about the full-time ministry? (b) Why are 
pioneers in a position to experience more fully 
the joys of disciple making?
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thing else. I certainly can’t imagine any­
thing that would bring the same joy.”

2 Do you agree that there is great joy 
in having a share in assisting someone on 
the way to life? Of course, pioneers are 
not the only ones who experience such joy. 
All of Jehovah’s servants are under the 
commission to “make disciples of people,” 
and they strive to do so. (Matthew 28:19) 
However, since pioneers are able to spend 
many hours in the field ministry, they are 
often in a position to experience the joys 
of disciple-making more fully. But pioneer­
ing has other rewards too. Speak with pio­
neers, and they will tell you that pioneer­



ing is a wonderful way to experience ‘the 
blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich.’ 
—Proverbs 10:22.

3 Recently, pioneers from various parts 
of the world were asked to describe the 
blessings they have experienced in the full­
time ministry. Let us consider what they 
had to say. Do not be discouraged, though, 
if your service is limited because of poor 
health, advancing age, or other circum­
stances. Remember, the important thing is 
to serve Jehovah whole-souled, in whatever 
capacity. Still, hearing comments of some 
pioneers may increase your interest in tak­
ing up this rewarding activity if at all pos­
sible.

Deep Feelings of Satisfaction and Joy
4 “There is more happiness in giving 

than there is in receiving,” said Jesus. 
(Acts 20:35) Yes, unselfish giving has its 
own rewards. (Proverbs 11:25) Especially is 
this true when it comes to sharing the good 
news with others. Really, what greater gift 
could we give a fellow human than to help 
him acquire the knowledge of God, which 
leads to everlasting life?—John 17:3.

5 Not surprisingly, those sharing in the 
ministry full-time often comment on the 
joy and deep sense of fulfillment they get 
from their ministry. “I know that no oth­
er work could have brought me the sat­
isfaction that has come from sharing the 
truth with others,” says a 64-year-old pio­
neer from Britain. A widow from Zaire ex­
pressed what pioneering has meant to her: 
“The pioneer service was a real comfort to
3. What might stimulate us as we continue serv­
ing Jehovah?
4, 5. (a) Why is sharing the good news with 
others such a rewarding experience? (b) How do 
pioneers feel about sharing in the ministry full­
time?

me after the loss of my dear husband. The 
more I go out in the service to help others, 
the less I feel the tragic loss. I put my faith 
in Jehovah’s promises and think mostly of 
how I can help the ones with whom I am 
studying to make changes in their lives. At 
the end of each day, my sleep is sweet, and 
my heart is full of joy.”

6 Some who have been pioneering for 
many decades have had the special joy of 
serving in remote areas, establishing con­
gregations, which eventually grew into cir­
cuits. For example, in Abashiri, Hokkaido 
(Japan’s northernmost island), there is a 
sister who has been a pioneer for 33 years. 
She recalls that at her first circuit assem­
bly—for all of Hokkaido—there were only 
70 in attendance. And now? There are 12 
circuits on that island, with a total of over 
12,000 publishers. Imagine how her heart 
overflows with joy when she attends assem­
blies and conventions with the throngs of 
fellow Kingdom proclaimers on that island!

7 Other longtime pioneers have had the 
joy of seeing Bible students get baptized 
and then reach out for greater privileges of 
service. In Japan a sister who has served in 
nine different pioneer assignments since 
1957 recalls placing an Awake! maga­
zine with a young woman working in a 
bank. Within nine months the young wom­
an was baptized. Later she married, and 
she and her husband became special pio­
neers. What a joy it was for the pioneer 
sister when, in her third assignment, her 
congregation was visited by its new cir­
cuit overseer and his wife—her former Bi­
ble student!

8 It is no wonder that those who have 
made a career of the pioneer ministry view
6. What special joy have some pioneers experi­
enced?
7, 8. What joy have most longtime pioneers ex­
perienced?
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it as “a priceless privilege to be treasured,” 
as one pioneer of 22 years expressed it!

Evidence of Jehovah’s Care
9 Jehovah, the Great Provider, promis­

es to sustain his servants, caring for them 
spiritually and materially. Well could an­
cient King David say: “A young man I used 
to be, I have also grown old, and yet I have 
not seen anyone righteous left entirely, nor 
his offspring looking for bread.” (Psalm 37: 
25) Of course, this divine guarantee does 
not excuse us from the obligation to pro­
vide materially for our families, nor does it 
give us license to presume on the generos­
ity of our Christian brothers. (1 Thessalo- 
nians 4:11,12; 1 Timothy 5:8) Yet, when we 
willingly make sacrifices in our lives in or­
der to serve Jehovah more fully, he will nev­
er abandon us.—Matthew 6:33.

10 Pioneers the world over know from ex­
perience that Jehovah provides for those 
who place themselves in his caring hands. 
Consider the case of a pioneer couple who 
moved to a small town where there was a 
greater need for Kingdom preachers. After 
a few months, secular work became scarce, 
and their savings were depleted. Then they 
received a car-insurance bill for $81. “We 
had no way to pay it,” explains the broth­
er. “We prayed awfully hard that night.” 
The next day, they received a card from a 
family who were themselves struggling fi­
nancially. The family had received a tax re­
fund, the card explained, and since it was 
more than they had anticipated, they want­
ed to share some of it with the pioneer 
couple. Enclosed was a check for $81! “I 
will never forget that day—the hairs on
9. As the Great Provider, what does Jehovah 
promise his servants, and what does this mean 
for us?
10, 11. From experience, what do many pioneers 
know about Jehovah’s ability to provide?

my neck stood straight up!” says the pio­
neer brother. “We so appreciated this fam­
ily’s generosity.” Jehovah also appreciates 
such kindness, which is typical of the gen­
erous spirit he encourages in his servants. 
—Proverbs 19:17; Hebrews 13:16.

11 Many pioneers can relate similar expe­
riences. Ask them, and they will tell you 
that they have never been “left entirely.” 
Looking back over 55 years in the full-time 
ministry, a 72-year-old pioneer says, “Je­
hovah has never let me down.”—Hebrews 
13:5, 6.

“An Excellent Way to Draw Closer to Jehovah”
12 That Jehovah even asks us to proclaim 

the good news of his Kingdom affords us a 
privilege. He views us—imperfect humans 
though we are—as his “fellow workers” in 
this life-saving activity. (1 Corinthians 3:9; 
1 Timothy 4:16) As we preach to others 
about God’s Kingdom, as we proclaim an 
end to wickedness, as we explain to people 
his marvelous love in providing a ransom, 
as we open his living Word and teach its 
precious contents to honesthearted people, 
we are naturally drawn closer to our Cre­
ator, Jehovah.—Psalm 145:11; John 3:16; 
Hebrews 4:12.

13 Pioneers are able to spend much time 
each month in learning about and teach­
ing about Jehovah. How do they feel that 
this affects their relationship with God? 
“Pioneering is an excellent way to draw 
closer to Jehovah,” answers an elder in 
France who has been a pioneer for over 
ten years. Another pioneer in that coun­
try, who has spent 18 years in the full-
12. Why is the work of proclaiming the good 
news such a remarkable privilege?
13. What do some say about the effect of their 
pioneer ministry on their relationship with Je ­
hovah?
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time ministry, says: “The pioneer service 
allows us to ‘taste and see that Jehovah is 
good,’ day after day knitting an ever stron­
ger relationship with our Creator.” (Psalm 
34:8) A sister in Britain who has been a pio­
neer for 30 years feels similarly. “Having 
to draw on Jehovah’s spirit for guidance in 
my ministry brings me closer to him,” she 
says. “I have really felt that Jehovah’s spir­
it on many occasions directed me to a par­
ticular home at the right time.”—Compare 
Acts 16:6-10.

14 Many pioneers find that using the Bi­
ble and Bible-based publications day after 
day to explain and teach Scriptural truths 
helps them to grow in knowledge of God’s 
Word. An 85-year-old brother in Spain who 
has been a pioneer for 31 years explains: 
“Pioneering has helped me to acquire a 
deep knowledge of the Bible, a knowledge 
I have used to help many people to get 
to know Jehovah and his purposes.” A sis­
ter from Britain who has been pioneering 
for 23 years says: “The full-time minis­
try has helped me cultivate a hearty appe­
tite for spiritual food.” Explaining to oth­
ers the “reason for the hope in you” can 
strengthen your own convictions regarding 
the beliefs that you hold dear. (1 Peter 3: 
15) Says a pioneer from Australia: “Pio­
neering improves my faith as I express my­
self to others.”

15 Clearly, these pioneer ministers are 
convinced that they have chosen a form 
of service that brings countless blessings 
from Jehovah. No wonder many have been 
willing to make adjustments in their lives, 
even sacrificing a secular career and mate-
14. How do pioneers benefit from using the Bi­
ble and Bible-based publications day after day to 
teach others?
15. What have many been willing to do in order 
to enter the pioneer ministry and remain in it, 
and why?

rial riches, to enter the pioneer ministry 
and remain in it!—Proverbs 28:20.

Does Your Heart Yearn to Do More?
16 After considering what pioneers say 

about the blessings of the pioneer min­
istry, perhaps you are wondering whether 
pioneering is practical for you. If so, why 
not talk to a pioneer who has made a suc­
cess of the full-time ministry? You may 
also find it helpful to talk to one of the 
elders in the congregation, someone who 
knows you—your state of health, your lim­
itations, and your family responsibilities. 
(Proverbs 15:22) The objective comments of 
others may help you to evaluate careful­
ly whether pioneering is possible for you. 
(Compare Luke 14:28.) If you are able to 
pioneer, great indeed will be your bless­
ings.—Malachi 3:10.

17 What, though, about the many faithful 
Kingdom publishers who are not in a posi­
tion to pioneer, although they may long to 
do more in the ministry? Consider, for ex­
ample, the feelings of one Christian sister 
who is struggling to raise her four children 
by herself. “I feel bad,” she says, “because 
I used to be a regular pioneer, but now, be­
cause of my circumstances, I can’t go out 
in field service as much as I used to.” This 
sister dearly loves her children and wants 
to provide for them. At the same time, she 
yearns to do more in the preaching work. 
“I love the ministry,” she explains. Similar 
feelings are shared by other devoted Chris­
tians whose love for God moves them to 
want to serve Jehovah ‘with all their heart.’ 
—Psalm 86:12.

18 Remember that what Jehovah expects
16, 17. (a) If you are wondering whether pio­
neering is possible for you, what might you do? 
(b) How do some feel when unable to pioneer?
18. (a) What does Jehovah expect from us? 
(b) Why should we not be discouraged if circum­
stances limit what we are able to do?
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from us is whole-souled service. What this 
amounts to may vary considerably from 
soul to soul. Some are able to adjust their 
affairs in order to serve as regular pio­
neers. Many others enroll as auxiliary pio­
neers either occasionally or on a continu­
ous basis, spending 60 hours each month in 
the ministry. The great majority of Jeho­
vah’s people, however, devote themselves to 
the preaching and teaching work whole- 
souled as congregation publishers. So if you 
truly are limited by poor health, advancing 
age, family responsibilities, or other cir­
cumstances, do not be discouraged. As long 
as you give of your best, your service is 
valuable in God’s eyes, as is that of those 
who are in the full-time ministry!

All Can Demonstrate the Pioneer Spirit
19 Even though you may not be able to 

enroll as a pioneer, you can demonstrate 
the pioneer spirit. What is the pioneer spir­
it? The July 1988 issue of Kingdom 
Ministry stated: “It might be defined as 
having a positive attitude toward the com­
mand to preach and make disciples, being 
fully committed to showing love and con-
19. What is the pioneer spirit?

Do You Recall?
□  W hy does the full-time ministry bring 

feelings of satisfaction and joy?

□  From experience, what do many pio­
neers know about Jehovah's ability 
to care for his servants?

□  Pioneers feel that their ministry has 
what effects on their relationship 
with Jehovah?

□  How can you demonstrate the pio­
neer spirit?

cern for people, being self-sacrificing, find­
ing joy in following the Master closely, and 
taking pleasure in spiritual, not material, 
things.” How can you display the pioneer 
spirit?

20 If you are a parent with young chil­
dren, you can wholeheartedly recommend 
to them a career as pioneers. Your posi­
tive attitude toward the ministry may im­
press upon them the need to make Jeho­
vah’s service the most important thing in 
their lives. You might invite pioneers and 
traveling overseers and their wives to your 
home so that your children can benefit from 
the examples of those who have found joy in 
the full-time ministry. (Compare Hebrews 
13:7.) Even in religiously divided homes, 
believing parents, by word and by example, 
can help their children to make the full­
time ministry a goal in life.—2 Timothy 
1:5; 3:15.

21 In the congregation, we can all give 
wholehearted support to those who are able 
to pioneer. For example, can you go out of 
your way to work with a pioneer in the 
ministry, especially at times when the pio­
neer might otherwise be working alone? 
You may well find that there will be “an in­
terchange of encouragement.” (Romans 1: 
11,12) If you are an elder, you can do even 
more to encourage the pioneers. When the 
body of elders meets, they should regular­
ly consider the needs of the pioneers. When 
a pioneer is discouraged or is experiencing 
some difficulties, do not be too quick to rec­
ommend that he or she discontinue pioneer­
ing. While making such a recommendation 
may be necessary in some cases, do not 
forget that pioneering is a precious privi-
20. How can parents demonstrate the pioneer 
spirit?
21. (a) How can we all give support to those who 
are pioneering? (b) What can elders do to en­
courage the pioneers?
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Your children can benefit 
from association with full-time 

Kingdom proclaimers

Pioneers get great joy from disciple making

lege that the full-time servant may cherish 
deeply. A little encouragement and some 
practical counsel or assistance may be all 
that is needed. The Society’s branch office 
in Spain writes: “When elders encourage 
pioneering, support the pioneers in the field 
ministry, and shepherd them regularly, pio­
neers have more joy, feel useful, and want to 
continue despite obstacles that may arise.” 

22 We are living in a critical period of hu­
man history. Jehovah has given us a life­
saving work to accomplish. (Romans 10:13, 
14) Whether we can share in this work 
full-time as pioneers or not, let us show 
the pioneer spirit. Let us have a sense of
22. In this critical period of human history, 
what should we be determined to do?

Elders can 
encourage 

pioneers 
in the field 

ministry

urgency and a spirit of self-sacrifice. Let 
us be determined to give Jehovah what he 
asks of us—whole-souled service. And let us 
remember that when we give all that we 
can give, whether it resembles the widow’s 
small coins or Mary’s costly oil, our service 
is whole-souled, and Jehovah cherishes our 
whole-souled service!
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TAHITI! The name seems to carry a 
certain exotic allure. It was made 
famous by such artists and writers 
as Paul Gauguin, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
and Herman Melville, whose portrayal of 

the tropical beauty and tranquillity of the 
Sontlri Sea Islands captured the imagination 
<̂5f many.

Tahiti is the largest of the more than 120 
islands in French Polynesia, situated in the 
South Pacific. Though this South Sea is­
land is almost synonymous with paradise in 
most people’s minds, the people in Tahiti 
still need to hear about another paradise 
soon to come. (Luke 23:43) Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses, totaling 1,918 in Tahiti today, are 
busy telling the 220,000 people about the 
good news that God’s Kingdom will soon 
usher in real paradisaic conditions not only 
in Tahiti but also in the whole earth.—Mat­
thew 24:14; Revelation 21:3, 4.

For many years the preaching work in 
Tahiti was directed by the Watch Tower 
Society’s branch office in Fiji, some 2,200 
miles away. The vast distance involved made 
things difficult, and progress was slow. 
Thus, on April 1, 1975, a branch office was 
established in Tahiti, and that marked a 
turning point in the activity of true Chris­

tians in this territory. What led up to this 
development, and how did the preaching 
work get started in Tahiti?

A Small Beginning
The Kingdom good news was first heard 

in Tahiti in the 1930’s, and many of the is­
landers, who have a healthy respect for the 
Bible, responded with great interest. How­
ever, as a result of a government ban and 
other restrictions, there were still no Wit­
nesses on the island by the late 1950’s. At 
that time, Agnes Schenck, a native of Tahi­
ti living in the United States, decided to re­
turn to Tahiti with her husband and son. 
She explains how it all happened.

“At the 1957 district convention in Los 
Angeles, Brother Knorr [then president of 
the Watch Tower Society] explained that 
there was a great need for Kingdom pub­
lishers in Tahiti. I had been baptized for a 
year by then, and I exclaimed, ‘So let us 
go to Tahiti!’ Two families, the Neills and 
the Caranos, good friends of ours, overheard 
me. They told us they would love to come 
with us, but we did not have a lot of re­
sources. My husband had been sick for a 
long time, and my son was very young. So 
it was hard for us to leave. Friends in the
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neighboring congregations got wind of our 
goal, and they sent us funds and household 
items. Then in May 1958 we sailed for Tahi­
ti with, among other things, 36 sheets!

“When we arrived in Tahiti, I felt com­
pletely lost because I had been gone from 
the island for 20 years. We started to 
preach, but we had to be careful because our 
Christian work was under ban. We had to 
hide the magazines, and we used only the 
Bible. At first we witnessed only to peo­
ple who already had subscriptions to the 
Watchtower and Awake! magazines.

“Clyde Neill and David Carano, along with 
their families, joined us after the interna­
tional convention in New York City in 1958. 
We preached together and invited people to 
come to listen to talks given in the broth­
ers’ homes. Little by little things got orga­
nized, and we started a Bible study group 
with 15 people. After three months the 
Neills and the Caranos had to leave because 
their tourist visas expired. So the brothers 
decided that before their departure, they 
would baptize all the in­
terested ones who quali­
fied. I was privileged to 
be the translator for the 
first baptismal talk. On 
this occasion eight na­
tive islanders symbolized 
their dedication to Jeho­
vah by baptism. Then the 
Neills and the Caranos 
went back to the United 
States.

“The preaching work 
continued. We organized 
ourselves into small groups and called on 
the people in the evenings. Often discus­
sions with interested ones lasted until mid­
night. At times even Protestant minis­
ters joined in the discussions. By 1959 
the first congregation was formed. Then,

to our great 
delight, in 1960 
the government 
officially recognized 
the association of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses. Those 
early years were filled with joy and 
spiritual high points. Jehovah really 
blessed our decision to move to where 
the need was greater.” Sister Schenck is 
now 87 years old, and she is still serving 
Jehovah faithfully in her congregation.

From left to right: Alain Jamet, 
Mary-AnnJamet, Agnes Schenck, 

Paulette Inaudi, and Jacques Inaudi

The Work Moved Ahead
In 1969 two Witnesses from France, 

Jacques and Paulette Inaudi, were assigned 
to Tahiti as special pioneers. Jacques re­
members: “When we arrived in Tahiti, there 
were only 124 publishers, one congrega­
tion in Papeete, and two special pioneers in 
Vairao, on the peninsula.” The peninsula is 
joined to Tahiti by an isthmus. The “Peace 
on Earth” International Assembly was soon 
to be held. “That was my first experience 

in organizing a conven­
tion,” Jacques continues. 
“We had to plan an En­
glish session for the visi­
tors, set up an orchestra 
for the Kingdom songs, 
and rehearse two dra­
mas. All this work was 
accomplished with only 
126 publishers. I am sure 
that Jehovah did the big­
gest part of it.” The at­
tendance of 488 was a 
thrill for the islanders. 

For many of them, it was the first time to 
meet fellow Witnesses from other lands.

Soon after, Jacques Inaudi was assigned 
as the traveling overseer. As he visited 
the various islands, he saw that there was 
much interest but few Kingdom publishers
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The Tahiti branch cares for the 
needs of French Polynesia

to cultivate it. “That is why I 
encouraged many families to 
move to these islands to serve 
where the need was great­
er,” explains Jacques. “So lit­
tle by little, the good news 
was spread to those archipela­
goes.” Brother Inaudi served 
as a traveling overseer from 
1969 to 1974, and today he is 
an elder in one of the congre­
gations in Tahiti.

Among those responding to 
Brother Inaudi’s encourage­
ment was Auguste Temana- 
ha, who was one of the eight 
persons baptized in 1958. 
He recounts what happened. 
“In 1972 the circuit overseer, 
Jacques Inaudi, encouraged us 
to consider moving to serve 
in Huahine, one of the Lee­
ward Islands in the Society 
group. I was hesitant because 
I had only given Bible read­
ings in the congregation and 
did not feel qualified to be en­
trusted with such a respon­
sibility. Nevertheless, Broth­
er Inaudi kept on telling me, 
‘Don’t worry, you can do it!’ 
After a while we made up our 
minds. Thus, in 1973 we sold 
everything and with our three 
young children moved to Hua­
hine.

“On our arrival, I found 
that I had to get everything 
s ta r te d —the W atchtower

Study, the Theocratic Ministry School, and so on. It was 
not easy, but we experienced Jehovah’s protection and 
help. On several occasions he helped us find a place to live. 
Then, when a group of opposers tried to get the Witness­
es off the island, a local politician stood up to defend us.

Truly, Jehovah did watch over us during all 
that time.” Now, there are two congrega­

tions in Huahine—a French congrega­
tion with 23 publishers and a Tahitian 
one with 55 publishers.

In 1969, Helene Mapu was assigned 
as a special pioneer to work the pen­
insula. “There was a great deal of in­
terest on the peninsula, and in a short 

time, I started many Bible studies,” 
says Helene. A small congregation was 

soon formed in Vairao, but there was a 
need for elders. In time, Colson Deane, who 

was living 22 miles away in Papara, was able to provide 
help. “We had to be well organized in order to serve in 
Vairao,” Brother Deane recounts. “I was working in Faaa, 
45 miles from Vairao on the other side of the island. Af­
ter work, I had to rush home, pick up my family, and then 
go on to Vairao. Later we had to move to Faaa on account of 
my job. Would we still be able to support the Vairao Con­
gregation? We really wanted to help the brothers there, 
so we decided to continue. On meeting nights we were sel­
dom home before midnight because we had to make sev­
eral trips to take home those who did not have cars. We 
did this for five years. It is now a great joy to see four con-
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gregations in this part of the island, and we 
memories of those days.”

Tahiti Becomes a Branch
By 1974 the number of Kingdom publishers in Tahiti 

had grown to 199. The following year when N. H. Knorr 
and F. W. Franz, then president and vice president of the 
Watch Tower Society, visited French Polynesia, they saw 
that it would be more practical for the preaching work 
in French Polynesia to be directed, not from Fiji over 
2,200 miles away, but from Tahiti. Thus, on April 1,1975, 
the Tahiti branch was put into operation, and the circuit 
overseer, Alain Jamet, was appointed the branch overseer.

A couple of years ago, Brother Jamet was able to 
recount the marvelous blessings from Jehovah. “Since 
1975 a great effort has been put forth to take the good 
news to all the islands and archipelagoes in our territo­
ry, which covers an area as large as Western Europe. 
The results have been happifying. By 1983 the number 
of publishers had grown to 538. In that year a building 
for a branch office and Bethel Home was built in Paea. 
Now, there are about 1,900 publishers scattered among 
30 congregations in the Society Islands, one congrega­
tion and one isolated group in the Austral Islands, one 
congregation and two isolated groups in the Marquesas, 
and several isolated groups in the Tuamotu and the Gam- 
bier Islands. Many new Kingdom Halls are being built 
—three in the Marquesas and seven in Tahiti—to care 
for the ever-growing number of new ones coming to the

meetings. In the last 20 years, 
Jehovah has truly blessed our 
efforts to cultivate the Tahi­
tian field.”

Still Much to Be Done
The prospects for growth in 

French Polynesia are excel­
lent. On March 23,1997, some 
5,376 people gathered with Je­
hovah’s Witnesses throughout 
French Polynesia for the Me­
morial of the death of Jesus 
Christ. To meet the spiritual 
needs of these interested peo­
ple, our Bible publications are 
made available in a number of 
the local languages. In addi­
tion to Tahitian, literature has 
been prepared in Paumotu, 
which is spoken on the Tuamo­
tu Archipelago and in Marque- 
sian North and South.

The steady growth and the 
fine experiences have helped 
the Kingdom publishers in Ta­
hiti to appreciate more fully 
the love and patience of Je­
hovah, “whose will is that 
all sorts of men should be 
saved and come to an accu­
rate knowledge of tru th ,” 
even in the faraway islands 
of the South Sea. (1 Timo­thy 2:4) Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Tahiti and the other islands 
of French Polynesia have full 
faith in Jehovah’s promise: “In me the islands themselves will hope, and for my arm they will 
wait.”—Isaiah 51:5.
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Discerning 
the Principle

Reflects
M aturity

BAD associations spoil useful 
habits. You reap what you sow. 
(1 Corinthians 15:33; Gala­

tians 6:7) Either physically or spiri­
tually, each statement is an example 
of a fundamental truth—a princi­
ple—and each one provides a basis 
for laws. Laws, though, may come 
and go, and they tend to be spe­
cific. Principles, on the other hand, 
are broad, and they can last forever. 
Thus, God’s Word encourages us to 
think in terms of principles wher­
ever possible.

Webster’s Third New Interna­
tional Dictionary defines a princi­
ple as “a general or fundamental 
truth: a comprehensive and funda­
mental law, doctrine, or assumption 
on which others are based or from 
which others are derived.” For ex­
ample, to a child one might give the 
law, “You must not touch the stove.” 
But to an adult the statement, “The 
stove is hot” would suffice. Notice 
that the latter is a more fundamen­
tal statement. Because it governs

what one may do—perhaps cook, bake, or turn the 
stove off—it becomes in a sense a principle.

Life’s key principles, of course, are spiritual; 
they govern our worship of God and our happi­
ness. Some, though, retreat from the effort re­
quired to reason on principles. They prefer the 
comfort of a rule when faced with a decision. This 
is unwise and contrasts with the example set by 
faithful men of old in Bible times.—Romans 15:4.

Men of Godly Principle
Among imperfect men, Abel could be called 

the very first man of godly principle. He like­
ly gave much thought to the promise about the 
“seed” and perceived that redemption from sin 
would involve a blood sacrifice. (Genesis 3:15) He 
thus offered God “some firstlings of his flock.” 
The phrase “even their fatty pieces” shows that 
Abel gave Jehovah his very best. Yet, it would be 
over two thousand years after Abel’s death that 
God would first spell out detailed requirements 
regarding sacrifices. In contrast with the God­
fearing man of principle Abel, his brother Cain 
went through the motions of sacrificing to God. 
But his attitude left much to be desired, some­
thing about his offering indicating a heart lack­
ing in principle.—Genesis 4:3-5.
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Noah too was a man of godly princi­
ple. While the Bible record shows that God 
specifically commanded him to build an 
ark, we read of no command for him to 
preach to others. Still, Noah is called “a 
preacher of righteousness.” (2 Peter 2:5) 
Even though God likely directed that Noah 
preach, no doubt his sense of principle and 
his love of neighbor also moved him to do 
so. Since we live in times like Noah’s, let us 
imitate his fine attitude and example.

Unlike the clergy of his day, Jesus taught 
the people to think in terms of princi­
ples. His Sermon on the Mount is an exam­
ple. Its whole tenor is an appeal to princi­
ple. (Matthew, chapters 5-7) Jesus taught 
this way because, like Abel and Noah be­
fore him, he truly knew God. Even as a lad, 
he revered the fundamental truth: “Not by 
bread alone . . . but by every expression 
of Jehovah’s mouth does man live.” (Deu­
teronomy 8:3; Luke 2:41-47) Yes, the key to 
being a person of godly principle is real­
ly to know Jehovah, his likes, his dislikes, 
and his purposes. When these fundamen­
tals about God govern our lives, they be­
come, in effect, living principles.—Jeremi­
ah 22:16; Hebrews 4:12.

Principles and the Heart
It is possible to obey a law only reluc­

tantly, perhaps out of fear of a penalty for 
disobedience. Compliance with a principle, 
however, precludes such an attitude, for it 
is in the very nature of principles that to 
be governed by them is to respond from 
the heart. Consider Joseph who, like Abel 
and Noah, lived before the establishment of 
the Mosaic Law covenant. When Potiphar’s 
wife tried to seduce him, Joseph respond­
ed: “How could I commit this great badness 
and actually sin against God?” Yes, Joseph

knew the principle that husband and wife 
are “one flesh.”—Genesis 2:24; 39:9.

Today the world is void of righteous prin­
ciples. It feeds like a glutton on violence 
and immorality. The danger is that a Chris­
tian might be tempted to nibble, perhaps 
secretly, on the same junk food—the mov­
ies, videos, or books. How commendable, 
then, when we like Joseph reject bad on 
principle, remembering that God will pre­
serve only the loyal ones through the com­
ing “great tribulation.” (Matthew 24:21) 
Yes, it is primarily what we are in private, 
not in public, that reveals what we truly are 
within.—Psalm 11:4; Proverbs 15:3.

It follows that if we are guided by Bible 
principles, we will not look for supposed 
loopholes in God’s laws; nor will we try 
to see how far we can go without actually 
breaking a certain law. Such thinking is 
self-defeating; it hurts us in the end.

Look Behind the Law
Of course, laws play a vital role in a 

Christian’s life. They are like sentinels that 
help to protect us, and at their core are 
many important principles. A failure to 
perceive these principles may cool our love 
for the related laws. The ancient nation of 
Israel demonstrated this.

God gave Israel the Ten Commandments, 
the first of which forbade the worship of 
any god other than Jehovah. That Jehovah 
created all things is a fundamental truth 
behind this law. (Exodus 20:3-5) But did the 
nation live by this principle? Jehovah him­
self answers: “ ‘You are our father’ [said 
the Israelites] to a block of wood and [they 
cried] ‘Mother’ to a stone. But on me [Je­
hovah] they have turned their backs and 
averted their faces from me.” (Jeremiah 2: 
27, The New English  ) What callous
and unprincipled folly! And how it hurt
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Jehovah’s heart!—Psalm 78:40, 41; Isaiah 
63:9, 10.

Christians too have laws from God. For 
example, they are to avoid idolatry, sex­
ual immorality, and the misuse of blood. 
(Acts 15:28, 29) When you think about 
it, we can see underlying principles, such 
as: God merits our exclusive devotion; we 
are to be faithful to our mate; and Jeho­
vah is our Life-Giver. (Genesis 2:24; Exo­
dus 20:5; Psalm 36:9) If we both perceive 
and deeply appreciate the principles be­
hind these directives, we see that they 
are for our own good. (Isaiah 48:17) To 
us, God’s “commandments are not burden­
some.”—1 John 5:3.

While the Israelites at one time ignored 
God’s commandments, by Jesus’ time their 
“doctors of the law,” the scribes, had gone 
to the other extreme. They had formulat­
ed a mountain of rules and traditions that 
obstructed pure worship and buried god­
ly principles. (Matthew 23:2, NEB) Peo­
ple felt resigned to failure, hopelessness, or 
hypocrisy. (Matthew 15:3-9) And many of 
the man-made rules were inhumane. When 
about to cure a man with a withered hand, 
Jesus asked the Pharisees present: “Is it 
lawful on the sabbath to do a good deed?” 
Their silence shouted no, making Jesus feel
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“thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of 
their hearts.” (Mark 3:1-6) The Pharisees 
might come to the aid of a stranded or in­
jured domestic animal (a financial invest­
ment) on the Sabbath but never to a man 
or a woman—not unless it was a matter of 
life and death. Indeed, they were so ob­
sessed with human rules and technicali­
ties that like ants scurrying about on a 
painting, they failed to see the whole pic­
ture—the divine principles.—Matthew 23: 
23, 24.

Even young ones, however, when their 
hearts are sincere, can bring honor to Je­
hovah by their appreciation for Bible prin­
ciples. Thirteen-year-old Rebecca’s teacher 
asked the class who would gamble. Most 
said they would not. Yet, when various sit­
uations were mentioned, all except Rebec­
ca conceded that they would gamble in one 
way or another. The teacher asked Rebec­
ca if she would buy a 20-cent raffle ticket 
for a worthy cause. Rebecca said no and 
gave the Scriptural reasons why doing so 
would be a form of gambling. Her teacher 
then said to the whole class: ‘In my opin­
ion, Rebecca is the only one here who has 
what I call “principles” in the true sense of 
the word.’ Yes, Rebecca could simply have 
replied, “It is against my religion,” but she 
thought more deeply than that; she could 
answer why gambling is wrong and why 
she refused to take part in it.

Examples like Abel, Noah, Joseph, and 
Jesus show us how we benefit by using our 
“thinking ability” and our “power of rea­
son” in worshiping God. (Proverbs 2:11; Ro­
mans 12:1) Christian elders do well to im­
itate Jesus as they “shepherd the flock of 
God in [their] care.” (1 Peter 5:2) As Jesus 
well exemplified, lovers of godly principles 
are the ones who thrive under Jehovah’s 
sovereignty.—Isaiah 65:14.
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A Virginal Marriage?

I
N AN attempt to reconcile the claimed per­
petual virginity of Mary with her marriage 
to Joseph, many painters and sculptors have 

depicted Joseph as a man who was advanced 
in age. They reasoned that Joseph was really 
more like a guardian to Mary than a husband. 
But Pope John Paul II recently advocated a dif­
ferent view of the matter. He suggests that 
Joseph "was not an elderly man at the time." 
Rather, "his interior perfection, the fruit of 
grace, led him to live his spousal relationship 
with Mary with virginal affection."

If Mary intended to remain a virgin forever, 
why did she get engaged? "It may be pre­
sumed," answers the pope, "that at the time 
of their betrothal there was an understanding

between Joseph and Mary about the plan to 

live as a virgin."

However, the Bible presents the matter dif­
ferently. Matthew's account says that Joseph 
"had no relations with her until she bore a 

son." (Matthew 1:25, Catholic New American 

Bible, italics ours.) After the birth of Jesus, the 

marital union of Joseph and Mary was by no 
means virginal. One proof of this is that later 
in the Gospel account, Jesus is shown to have 

brothers and sisters.— Matthew 13:55, 56.

Thus, while the Bible states that Mary was 
a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus, there is 

no basis for claiming that she lived as a virgin 

for the rest of her life with Joseph.
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Raising
Moral

IS IT STILL POSSIBLE?

/ / \  A #E NOW  live in a very complex 

\ / \ t  society, a very heterogeneous 

T T culture, where there is no uniform 

code of morality," observes Robert Glossop of 

the Vanier Institute for the Family in Ottawa, 

Canada. With what result? A report in The To­

ronto Star newspaper says: "Teen pregnancies, 

youth violence and teen suicide are all on the 

increase."

The problem extends beyond North America. 

Bill Damon, director of the Center for Human 

Development at Brown University in Rhode Is­

land, U.S.A., has studied these issues in Britain 

and other European nations, as well as in 

Australia, Israel, and Japan. He points to the 

decline of churches, schools, and other institu­

tions in providing guidance for the young. Our 

culture, he believes, "has lost touch with what 

children need to forge character and compe­

tence." Citing parenting experts who teach 

that "discipline is hazardous to children's 

health and well-being," Damon maintains that

this is "a recipe for raising wilful, disobedient 

children."

What is it that youths of today need? They 

constantly need loving training that corrects 

the mind and heart. Different youths require 

different kinds of discipline. When motivated 

by love, discipline often can be conveyed by 

reasoning. That is why we are told at Proverbs 

8:33 to "listen to discipline." Some, though, 

are not "corrected by mere words." For them, 

the appropriate punishment for disobedience, 

administered to the proper degree, may be 

needed. (Proverbs 17:10; 23:13, 14; 29:19) 

In making this recommendation, the Bible is not 

endorsing angry whippings or severe beatings, 

which may bruise and injure a child. (Prov­

erbs 16:32) Rather, a child should understand 

why he is being corrected and sense that it is 

because the parent is with him, on his side. 

— Compare Hebrews 12:6, 11.

Such practical and sound Biblical advice is 

highlighted in the book The Secret of Family 

Happiness.


